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| 7 ELSE: 8 F all men Joſephus was in every reſpect the moſt perſectly 
0 qualified to write the Hiſtory of the Jews 3 for being of the 
order of the Prieſthood, he was neceſſarily converſant in the 
1 Jewiſh laws and cuſtoms, and religious rites and ceremonies. 
ESP His extenſive learning, long experience in the diſcharge of 
he 825 important public commiſſions, ſurpriſingly retentive memory, accu- 
: :acy of obſervation} and ſtrong judgment, peculiarly adapted him for this taſk. 
He was a man of high rank, being of the Royal Aſmonean line, not only 
by deſcent, but alſo by the high offices he filled with ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
honour to himſelf and advantage to the public; and therefore great and noble 
kntiments might naturally be expected to flow from his . 


The following ſheets will be found to exhibit a great number of very ſingu- 


FF, 7. F... pay 


muten to ſhun the v vices that dende, and aste the virtues that exalt ot ev: 


buman nature. 


' of # # 10 4 ' + % Xx 


1 may not here be improper. to ſay a fow words with reſpe&t to the order 
in which the ſeveral parts of this work are diſpoſed. It i is a matter of doubt, 
whether the Antiquities were written before or after the Wars of the Jews: but 
the moſt general opinion being, that the Antiquities preceded the Wars, we 
have adopted that mode of arrangement; which indeed ſeems to be the moſt 


proper, ſince the hiſtory of thoſe Antiquities commences with an account of 
the altoniſhing works of the creation of the world. 


- 


'T hough the modern practice is, to place the life of an author at the begin- 
' ning of his works, we ſee no very powerful reaſon for adhering to that cuſtom. 
Tie Life of Joſephus, which was written by himſelf in the fifty-fixth year of 3 
his age, will ſerve to illuſtrate and explaia ſome other parts of his works, and 
to give the reader an idea of his religious and moral ſentiments, and his natural 
dipofition and turn of mind: but as we do not thence conceive it intitled to 
a drecedency of order, we have adopted a different mode of arrangement, as 


appears in the title of the book. 


Upon the whole, this will be found! a fair and accurate tranſlation of the 
Works of Flavius Joſephus, embelliſhed with a more numerous and ſplendid 


 colleQion of copper-plate engravings than has hitherto accompanied wy pub- | 
lication either in this or any other country. 
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Different in- 
ducements to Ru 
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HAT hiſtorical writers are actuated by various and contradictory motives, 
is an obſervation that experience has proved to be incontrovertible. Some 
write with a view to obtain reputation and popular applauſe, by a vain 
diſplay of their talents; and there are ſome whoſe object is to exalt 
the. charaRefs of - thoſe whoſe actions they record, being leſs attentive to 
the recital of an impartial and faithful natrative of facts, than to render 
their writings ſubſervient to the ignoble purpoſe of complimenting the 
perſons whole favour and. patronage they are ambitious to obtain: but there are hiſtorians 
alſo of another claſs ; namely, thoſe who having been actually concerned in the occurrenczs 

they relate, as well as minute obſervers thereof, and their ſeveral immediate and remote 

cauſes and conſequences; and theſe confider themſelves as bound in duty to their cotem- 

poraries, and to poſterity to perpetuate the memory of the tranſactions they have witneſſed ; 

and further, ſome writers exercife their talents in the province of hiſtory with a view of 

ſecuring great exploits and atchievements, fingular revolutions, and other memorable occurren- 

ces, the knowledge of which may operate towards encreaſing the wiſdom, or yielding advay- 

tages to mankind, from being loft in oblivion, or miſrepreſented, either through Ignorance 

of RT. ( . 3 | 33 
Reaſons Of theſe four conſiderations, I am influenced by the two latter to write the Hs TOR oF 
whereby the f E JEWISH ANTIQUITIES. Having been actively concerned in the war between the Jews 


hiſtorical 
Writings, 


= 3 and the Romans, I had ocular demonſtration of the principal events that affected the intereſts 


write his biſ- of either of the contending parties. Other writers having vitiated their narratives by inſer- 

tory. weaving imaginary and idle with real and important events, I concetyed it to be a dut 
incumbent on. me to reſcue the hiſtory from the falſities that had been obtruded upon the 
S world, and to vindicate truth from the corruptions that had impaired its purity. An addi- 
tional conſideration urging me to undertake this work was, a firm perſuaſion that the Gretks 
would derive conſiderable ſatisfaction from having the antiquities of the Jews, and the foſm 
and nature of their government and conſtitution tranſlated into the Grecian from the Hebrew 
language. | 17... ratio oe i $21 8 
Joſephus ft was my intention to treat of the origin of the Jewiſh nation, and the various revolutions 
ligoifies bis of fortune experienced by that people, during a fuccefſion of ages; to delineate the charafter 
inen onto and commemorate the Aamirable conduct of Moles, their law=giver, who impreſſed upon 
"oe the Ki their minds the ptinciples of virtue, and educated them in the practice of piety ; a to 
Wos of the relate the tranſactions of the ſeveral wars they have maintained, and | patticulatly the laſt, 
6 Jews. which neceſſity compelled them to wage againſt the Romans. But upon more mature con- 
4 ſideration, theſe ſubjects appeared to be of too much importance to be curſorily treated of in 
| the preſent undertaking ; and therefore I formed the reſolution of reſerving them for the 

it materials of a ſubſequent work. & | 


Having 


PREFATORY DISCOURSE 1 


Having made ſome progreſs in my undertaking, I experienced hat moſt people do after 
ſuggeſting great projects. The labour and attention required in the compilation of ſo volu-. 
minous a hiſtory, at different times @ccalioned me to deliberate as to whether I ſhould not 
relinquiſh the idea of purſuing ſo atduous a taſk as I had ꝓtopoſed to accompliſh. But many 

erſons exprefſifig an eateſt deſire of being informed of the particuſars of the great events I 

id propofed to compriſe in this hiſtory, urged me to perſevere; and of theſe, the ſolicitations 
ef Epaphroditus were the moſt preſſing. I at length yielded to their perſuaſions; and muſt 
confeſs; that my acquieſcence was chiefly in conſequence of the encouragement I received from Epaphrodi- 
Epaphroditus, and the reflection that it would be more reputable and meritorious to endure 1 
we fatigue of bringing to completion the important undertaking, than to decline it, merely encourages 
ft the fake of indulging myſelf in eaſe. and inactivsity. Epaphroditus was an admirer of 3 to 
polite literature in all its branches, and particularly of -biſtory.: in the diſcharge of his duty brieug bir 
while intrufted with a variety of confidential and important public employments, he mani- bittory. - 
eſted a dignity. of mind, and a ſeverity of virtue that no change of fortune could impair: 
end a very conſiderable portion of reſpect was unqueſtionably due to the advice and authority 
ef ſo generous a patron of learning, and ſo ardent à friend to the public welfate. Influenced 
y theſe conſiderations, I proceeded with greater chearfulneſs; and even became more anxious 
o bring my taſk to a concluſion, when I reflected, that our anceſtors had ever been diſpoſed 
freely to communicate to foreigners all matters that were worthy of commemoration. Hiſtor 
informs us, that king Ptolomy the ſecond, who was a paſſionate admirer as well as a truly 
überal promoter of the arts and ſciences, at a yaſt expence purchaſed: books from different 
farts of the world, and was extremely deſirous to have juſt accounts of the laws, cuſtoms and 
nanners of the Jenvs tranſſated into the Greek language: nor did Eleazar, the high prieſt, 
vho in virtue was not inferior to any man dignified with pontifical honours, heſitate to gratify 
lim in this reſpect, though it may be reaſonably preſumed, that his concurrence would not. 
have been obtained, had not the examples of our anceſtors convinced*him-of the improprict 
& concealing anything, the knowledge of which might tend to the benefit of mankind, 2 TO 
alopt the example of the high prieſt Eleazar, I confidered as anchonourable proceeding: and 
entertain no doubt-of | there: being among my cotemporaries many wha'have' as ſtrong 
d ſpoſition to patronize and encourage learning as was-manifeſted by the great king Ptolemy. 

Ii is not to be underſtood that Ptolemy: had poſſeſſion of entire and complete copies of all the 9 
kcred writings: on the contrary, he had tranſoripts only of ſuch parts of the Scriptures as ad 2 
ve relation to our laws, which were delivered to him at Rlexandria by the deputies appointed v1} 
fer that purpoſe, ;and'who' gave him füichful and correct: interpretations of the ſame, The f 
ſered Scriptures exhibit a complete hiſtory of the ſpace of 'five thouſand years, and abound The Serip- 
with extraordinary revolutions in government, great and ſplendid exploits and atchievements e 

. - * 3 1 LCF F 8 Ke 8 bs: | ry of 
by illuſtrious chiefs; various fortunes of war to mighty armies, and an infinite diverſity of 5000 years. 
memorable events that the mind of man cannot contemplate without aſtoniſhment. 1 ** | 

In the peruſal of this hiſtory, - the reader is peculiarly recommended to obſerve; that thoſe 
wio yield an implicit obedience to the will of Almighty God, and rigidly obey his Divine 
caniminds,” may repoſe a firm reliance on a happy iſſuè attending all their undertakings, and 
, thut to reward them for the exerciſe of piety and virtue in this life, they will inſure to them- 
ſeves the enjoyment of tranſcendant happineſs in futurity ; but on the contrary, thoſe who 
prſome to act in defiance of the ſacred pleaſure of the Omnipotent Creator, notwithſtandin 

a (eluſive appearance of proſperity may attend them, will infallibly 39.2 themſelves into 
Ir:deemable miſery and perdition. I therefore take this opportunity of ſeriouſly recommend- 
ing and exhorting the readers of this work to comport themſelves through life in an exact 
obtrvance of the pleaſure of the Almighty, and to be attentive to what is ſaid by Moſes, our 
excellent law-giver, reſpecting the nature of the Divinity; to notice the correſpondence and 
agrement ſo conſpicuous in his ſeveral produfiions, which upon examination will be found 
wholly exempt from thoſe fictions and levinies. @ frequently abounding in other narratives, 
When we reflect that he wrote, at a very remote period, it will appear, that he might have 


in poſed falſities upon the world, with little danger of refutation; for our hiſtory commences 
upwards of two thonſand years prior to the fabulous productions of the poets : nor had even he antiqui- 
the Pagans confidence enough to recur ta ſo rxgmote a period for the date of the pretended ty of the 
exiſtence of their deities, the exploits of the heroes, or the inſtitutions of their legiſlators, Moy: 
Bit in the progreſs of this work, theſe matters will, in the proper places, be ſpoken of more 
particularly. | Fl | 5 = e 
But fince the credibility of the whole hiſtory, in 4 conſiderable degree, depends on the au- 
thority of thoſe records which Moſes, in his great wiſdom, judged proper to tranſmit to 
poterity, it will be proper in this place to mention ſome particulars relating to that ex-' 
ce lent legiſlator ; for otherwiſe the reader might be ſurpriſed that a book, the title of which - 
Expreflcs that it will be found to contain only matters of fact, ſhould, notwithſtanding, include | 
ic the text divers digreſſions on natural and moral philoſophy, and other ſubjects. Therefore 5 
GNR 8 B 1 be 


* 
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Directions be it obſerved, that Moſes declared it to be indiſpenſably neceſſary for every man who would 
for the con. himſelf conform to the dictates of virtue, or preſcribe rules for the regulation of the conduct 
nut of legit of others, ſteadily to direct his attention towards the attainment of a proper knowledge of Al- 
magiſtrates. mighty God, and having contemplated the wonderful works of his creation, exert every poſſi- 
ble effort in imitation of his exemplary perfection. A legiſlator who is regardleſs of the rule 
thus enforced by Moſes, cannot poſſibly diſcharge his duty in a manner correſponding with 
his profeſſion ; nor will his writings tend to the benefit of mankind, unleſs they are calculated 
to induce a firm and immoveable perſuaſion and confidence that God is the author and ſovereign 
diſpoſer of all things, that no act or occurrence can poſſibly be concealed from his knowledge, 
that thoſe who practice righteouſneſs and virtue, will be rewarded with everlaſting: happineſs, 
and, on the contrary, that the profligate and wicked will be puniſhed with miſcries terrible be- 
yond the powers of deſcription. According to theſe doctrines Moſes trained up the Jews; 
The manner This wiſe and virtuous law-giver did not, like many others of the ſame profeſſion, imagine chat 
in which the principal part of his duty conſiſted in forming ſtipulations for the ſecurity of perſonal liberty {| 
8 and property, and preſeribing the nature of contracts between individuals; but the grand ob- 
Jews. jects of this ruler were, to inſpire the people under his care with ſentiments of religion and vir= * 
tue, to convince them that God was the ſupreme governor of the world, and man was the work | 
of his hands, and ordained to be ſuperior to the reſt of the animal creation; conſcious that 
when he had ſucceeded in theſe points, they would naturally be rendered ſuſceptible of ever 
other good impreſſion. With regard to thoſe legiſlators who have nothing more than fabulous 
traditions for the rule of their conduct, they aſcribe to the imaginary objects of their worſhi 
the licentious practices of the moſt lewd and profligate of the human race, and thereby ſtimulate {| 
men to and encourage them in the moſt abominable acts of wickedneſs. But having eſtabliſhed *' 
the maxim, that God is the eſſence of truth, virtue and righteouſueſs, Moſes proceeds to inform 
us, that it is the duty of mankind to employ every endeavour within the limits of their power 
to become, in ſome degree, participators in the holineſs of the great Author of their being; and 
he concludes with a ſevere denounciation againſt ſuch as do not receive theſe great truths with 
the reſpect and veneration ſo manifeſtly due to them. 15.20 8 | 
I am convinced, that if this work is peruſed according to the above rules, which I anxiouf 
hope it will be, it will be found entirely exempt from whatever can be deemed inconſiſtent 
with reaſon and common ſenſe, or derogatory to the majeſty and infinite goodneſs. of the Al- 
mighty. The reader will find this hiſtory to correſpond with the manner in which the ſame 
ſubjects are treated of by our excellent legiſlator ; ſome circumſtances are mentioned in a curſory 
way; others are accompanied with appoſite allegories, by way of illuſtration; and with regard 
to thoſe parts of the work which our intereſt requires we ſhould be the moſt perfectly acquainted 
with, they are written in as clear a ſtile as the nature of language-will admit. To explain the 
reaſons of ſo many different modes of writing being adopted in the fame work, would require 
an extenſive ſpeculative diſquiſition: but if it ſhall pleaſe the. Almighty to prolong my life and 
preſerve my health till this undertaking is completed, my next taſk. (hall be to ſatisfy the reader 
in reſpect to theſe points. In the mean time I ſhall proceed to the hiſtory, commencing with 


the wonders of the creation of the world, as the particulars thereof are tranſmitted: to us by 
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Adam and Eve placed in Paradiſe. | 7. 


oa @ e e e e eee 
Ne creation of the world. The foventh 47 e 4 Nb or 4 


bey are commanded not to eat 9 


2 reſt. 


the forbidden 


* 


Fut. Eve tempted by the e., | 4 fall 9A man. L 2 n US our . 


- parents from Paradiſe. n 
d 


the heaven and the * earth ;” 
but on account of a thick dark- 

See neſs with which it was over- 
ſpread, the earth was not viſible. The holy 
ſpirit having moved over the face of the 
earth, God commanded that there ſhould be 
+1ight; and immediately upon the appear- 
ance of the light, he viewed the confuſed 
maſs, and divided the light from the dark- 
neſs, calling the light day, and the darkneſs |] 
night. God called the beginning of the 
day ꝓ morning, and the concluſion of it 
evening, or the time of reſt. By Moſes 


it is indefinitely called one day, or a day, || 


not being diſtinguiſhed as the firſt day; for 
which the moſt ſatis factory reaſon can be 
advanced: but having pledged myſelf to 
treat of divers intricate and nice points in a 
ſeparate perfgrmance, I ſhall wave attempt || 
ing an We 4 in this 2 


— — 
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97 The welt te heaven and carth. 2 ait to be un 
derſtood as comprehending an els, men, and all 
created beings, and, in ſhort oft thin; 
or inanimate, of what kind or nature ſoever. It is 
1mpoft.ble that thoſe'who believe in the exiſtenge of 


oy * * * 3 


a God, ſhould doubt of his b ing the Creator U. 


the word: 


+ God ſaid, 12 thts be Ii het In the account of 
* creation tranſmitted to 4 by Moſes, the abo ye 


AS . 
>» 
he — 


N the beginning God l 1 


"EY 


} 


gs, animate | 
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Hig reden tis Sette on the Gerd Ver. 6, 
day, and called it heaven; and he divided 


the waters that were abovt from thoſe that 
were beneath the firmament, to which he 


aſſigned the moſt elevated part of the uni- 
verle, as being the moſt noble; and he en- 
compaſſed the heavens, as it were, With 

chryſtal. God tempered the air with a 
humidity that would naturally fall in mn 

ers to refreſh and fructify the earth. ; 

God ſettled the earth on the third day, Ver. 9. 

4010 ſurrounded it with the ſea; The ſame 


day the Lord commanded the earth to be- 


come fruitful, and it accordingly brought 
forth herbs, plants and trees, each yielding 
ſeedandf ruit according totheir various kinds · 

On the fourth day tlie Lord made thoſe Ver. ths. 
great luminaries the ſun and the moon, or- 
daining the ſun to light the day, and the 
moon to light the 7 . and he regulated 
their motions 2 e in the firmament, 
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phrase 5 is ovetal times PORT and 5 is con. 
ſidered as one of the moſt beautiful” in the o 
Teſtament. wn 
Several of the ancient philoſophers kavs Pon 0 
tended for the pfroptiety of beginning with the 
ight in the computation of time. This was, arid 
continues * be, the practice of the Jews. We 
K the cuſtom of beginning the "oa at t midnight 


* nl 


2 * ry 


I" the Rornans, ' 


* * * 


* 


P 1 4 
* \ 4 - 5 
- Peg, © * : Re 8 1 
2 1 0 
Y . 1 — > 
j r * 2 9 * be. . 


Gen, IL. 2. 


a , a 0 1 , $4 3 4 
nach — : a 9 — . * 5 «Wan + 1 Ld oo . q — — * 5 1 * * nN 
Ve De OO "RE _— - : * IN) Ca. oth > Jo: 0 : 444507 | F >. 4 p — 
<, 2M . 4 , WY 5 
, Fen. 2 * | 
: * 4 , | ' 4 


ne 
1 — 


Yn. — "KS * * 5 ts — — 


3 8 << ht 4 


3 
— avs, 


n 


—— 


3 — — W * 8 
2 7 COA * — * ** 
* —_ 


rents” co 


r 7 


2 — Rt — — 
— _ 
* 


HE AN TIauITIES OF THE JBWS,, | [Booxl. 


{> thay they Mould" diſtinguiſh - ſeaſons, 
years and'days:*- On this day the Lord alſo 
made the-ſtars.to-light the night, and pla- 
ced them in the firmament. 
God created an infinite multitude of fiſh 
to inhabit the waters on the fifth day, and 
likewiſe the numerous ſpecies: of winged 
animals to fly in the air; and he bleſſed 


them, and commanded them to increaſe | 


and multiply. On:thezfixth day the Al- 


4 


mighty created, the different ſofis of four. 


footed beaſts, and alſo creeping animals. 
On this day God likewiſe made man, who, 
though the laſt, was the moſt perfect of 
the animal creation. Having bleſſed the 
ſeveral creatures he had formed, the Lord 
bad th 
wo EI Fit 
given by Moſes, the Almighty completed 
the ſtupendous work of the creation of 
the world, and all that it contains, in the 
ſpace of ſix days. | . 
The * ſeventh day the Lord ceaſed from 
his labours; and therefore conſecrated that 


» 


day particularly for his worſhip and ſer-: 


vice. Hence it is, that we do not work 
on the. Sabbath, which in the Hebrew 
language ſignifies Reſt. 
Having mentioned the Creation in ge- 
neral, Moſes proceeds to ſpeak more par- 
ticularly of man. The Lord God form- 


** 
— 


- increaſe and multiply. Thus. 


woman in the Hebrew language, but the 
female whom the Lord created as à con- 
panion for Adam was called Eva, Which Chap. III. 20. 
word in the ſame tongue, implies the 
mother of all liigg.. 

We are further informed by Moſes, that 
to the eaſtward of Eden God f planted the paradice 
garden of Paradiſe, a ſpot” delightful be- 8 8 
yond deſcription to the eye, and abound- P 
ing in every produce of, the earth that 
cduld gratify the taſte. In the midſt of 
this garden ſtood the tree of life, and the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
The Lord placed Adam and Eve in the Adam and 
garden of Paradiſe, and intruſted to them in paragite, 
the care and cultivation of it. The garden ib, 
was encompaſſed and watered by a ſpaci- 


= 


— 
* 


t, agrecably with the accounts 


ous river, branching but into four ſtreams. | 
The firſt of theſe rivers was called Piſon, The rivers of 
ſignifying fulneſs, or innundation, in the Paradiſe, ver. 
Hebrew tongue: but the Greeks. call it 5 
[Ganges; and this ſtream, after taking a 

courſe into India, diſcharges itſelf into the 

ſea. The ſecond is called in Hebrew 

Phora, and Euphrates in Greek, and it 
ſignifies diſperſion, * and alfo a flower. 

We call the third Diglath, which ſignifies 

narrow and rapid, and in Greek it is called 

| Tigris. Both theſe empty themſelves into 

the Red- ſea. The fourth is Gihon, or ac- © 
cording to the Greeks, Nile, which ſignifies 


— . 


4: 


* * * 


ed man of the duſt of the ground, andi that it has its riſe in the eaſt. 


breathed" into his, noſtrils the breath of 


life; and man became a living ſoul.“ He 


adds, that the firſt created human being 
was named Adam, ſignifying + red in the 


Hebrew, becauſe the earth whereof he 


was formed was of that colour. 


N = 


tion to appear before Adam, who galled all animal creation; and the ſerpent Hved in 


creatures by the reſpective appellations by 
which they are diſtinguiſhed at this time. 
Of the reſt of the living creatures there 
were a male and a female; but for want 


of the ſociety of a companion, Adam Was 


for ſome time ſolitary and diſſatisfied. At 


length, the Almighty occaſioned Adam to 


fall into a profound ſleep, and then took a 
rib out ef his body, of which he formed 


the mother of all mankind. Adam no 


ſooner perceived the newly created female 
than he acknowledged her to be part of 
himſelf, being bone of his bone, and fleſh 

of his fleſh. Iſſa is the denomination of a 
n The Scripture ſays, And on the ſeven:h day God 


endid his work. From this paſſage it ſeems that God 
did not complete the creation of the world till the 


ſeventh day: "The readings of me Jewiſh doctors, 1 
and of 'the learned Noldius, run thus: And en the Adam., It is not upon record that the garden of 


ſeventh day, when God HAD finiſhed his work, Cr. 
The Septuagint renders it the fixth day, as do the 
Syriac and Samaritan writers. | 


. 6 . 41 
+ This is controverted by Voſſius. Vide Eiymo- 


lag. V. Homo. | | 115 
1 God plauted à garden eaſtward in Eden. This 

has reference to what is before ſaid of the creation. 

The reader is net to underſtand that God formed 


God commanded the whole animal.crea-, 


| N work of the creation: but this paſſage is 


0 


God gave Adam and Eve permiſſion to Adam and 
eat of the produce of every: tree and plant Ze fen 
in the garden of Patadiſe, excepting that eating the 
of the tree of knowledge, probibiting them fob adden 
from taſting of the fruit of this tree, upon 
| pain of death. Hitherto a perfect önion | 
and harmony had ſubſiſted *in* the whole. 
familiarity. with Adam and Eve : but en- 
vious. of the happineſs they enjoyed, ane 
conſcious, that is they perfeyered"in their. 9 
obedience, their ſtate of bleſſedneſs would 5 
be perpetual, and alſo that if they added 
in violation of the command of the Al- 
mighty, the .moſt deplorable calamities 
and miſeries would be their portion, he 
reſolved to tempt Eve to eat of the forbid- 
den fruit. To accompliſh, his malicious 
| deſign heejudged that the moſt ſucceſsful 


— 


way would be to inflame her curioſity ; 
and therefore he inſinuated to her that the 
forbidden fruit had a quality which im- 


| 


che garden of Eden after, the completion of the ſtu- 


þ 


meant to imply, that when making the world, the 
Almighty prepared a place- for the reception of 


Eden ſubſiſted after the flood, and w 
ſituated cannot be preciſely aſcertained. .. | 

Modern travellers have not been able to dico- 
ver that the river divides. itſelf into four branches: 
but there are numerous , inſtances of ſome rivers 
having found new courſes and channels, and of. 
others having become.dry., + FE. 


here it was 


74 


mediately | 


WY *BLAWIU 


mediately: upon taſtirig it would commu- 

nicate the knowledge of good and evil, 

and render her equal in happineſs even to 

Fre tempted the Almighty himſelf. | By this ſtratagem 
by ow the ſerpent ſeduced: the woman to taſte of 
1 5. the fruit, in diſobedience to the expreſs 
command of God; and having eaten of it, 

it proved ſo grateful to her palate, that ſhe 
urgently recommended her huſband to eat 

of it alſo; and he yielded to her folicita- 

tion. The firſt conſequence of their diſ- 

regard of the will of God was, that the 


Cu AP: .] 


perceived they were naked, of which they 

were before not ſenſible, or, at leaſt not 

aſhamed : but they now gathered fig - leaves, 

for the purpoſe of concealing their naked - 

neſs, and falſely imagined, that the diſco- 

very they had made, ſince the eating of 

the forbidden- fruit had opened their un- 

derſtandings, would contribute to the in- 
creaſe of their happineſs. 

After our firſt parents had committed this 

act of tranſgreſſion, the Lord entered the 

arden of Paradiſe; When Adam and Eve, 

who till then had always rejoiced in his 

preſence, upon hearing the voice of their 

Creator, fled among the trees to conceal 

Expoſlula- themſelves. God called upon Adam, aſk- 

tion to Adam, ing him the reaſon that he, who till then 

3 had been accuſtomed: with chearfulneſs 

and delight to preſent himſelf before his 

Maker, now . retired from his - ſight in 

terror and confuſion. Oppreſſed with the 

conſciouſneſs of his guilt, Adam was in- 

capable of making a. reply. , The Lord 

then reproved Adam, by reminding him 

that he had repleniſhed the garden of Eden 

with every thing that could conduce to 

render his life perfectly comfortable, agree- 

able and happy; that he had exempted 

him from the neceſſity of ſuſtaining life 


Ver. 7 


by toil and labour, and likewiſe from the 


infirmities and other inconveniences of old 
age that might interrupt the enjoy ments 
ſo liberally provided for him. And the 
Lord told him, that as a puniſhment for 
the contempt of his commands, the term 
of his life ihould be contracted, and old 
age ſhould ſpeedily overtake him. Adam 
ſupplicated pardon of God, and endea- 
voured to {often his diſpleaſurs by alledg- | 
ing that he had been ſeduced to fin by the 

erſuaſions of Eve, who ſtrove to. excuſe 
herſelf by aſcribing her guilt to the ſeduc- 
tive practices of the ſerpent having beguiled 
her to eat of the forbidden fruit. But 


Ver. 12. 


Ver. 13, | 


, 


* 'The opinion of the Jewiſh rabbies is, that be- | 
fore this curſe was pronounced, the ſerpent walked 
exect; and there are many who imagine it to have 
blen an animal of moſt beautiful form. 
It is related in the Jewiſh Targum, that, after 
their expulſion from 'Paxadile, Adam and Eve re- 
paired to Mount Moriah : but the moſt celebrated 
commentators on the Scriptures concur in opinion; 


| daughters. The name of the eldeſt 4 ſon 


S JOSEPHUS, 


theſe excuſes not being ſufficient to vindi- 

cate their diſobedience in violating his law, 

as a puniſhment to Adam, God curſed the The curſe 
earth, pronouncing that it ſhould thence- againſt man, 
forward be unfruitfu}, unleſs) cultivated "© 77 
by the toil and labour of man, and that 
what he ſhould/extort from it by the ſweat 

of his brow ſhould not always be equal to 

his expectations. For yielding to the per- 
ſuaſions of the ſerpent, and then prevail- 


| ing upon her huſband to adopt her ſinful 
y || example in eating the forbidden fruit, God 


denounced. this puniſhment againſt Eve; Again wo- 
that ſhe ſhould bring forth children in man, ver. 
ſorrow, and that her huſband ſhould rule “ 


| over her. The ſentence! againſt the * ſer- Againſt the 


pent was, that he ſhould no longer have ſerpent, ver. 
the faculty of ſpeech, be deprived of his '+ 

legs, and be condemned ever after to 

craw] upon his belly, and be declared the 
enemy ot mankind, ' The Lord alſo com- yer. 13. 
manded Eve to tread upon the head of the 

ſerpent, as being the original cauſe of all 

her misfortunes, and to point out the place 

where that creature is moſt ſuſceptible of 

a mortal wound. The Lord now expelled Adam and 
Adam and Eve from + Paradiſe, to deplore Eve driven 
the calamities conſequent upon their re- Nh 3 
bellious tranſgreſſion of his divine law. 


CHAP. II. 


Abel murdered by his. brother Cain. God 
accuſes Cain of the murder, pronounces 4 
curſe againſt him and his poſterity, and 
ſets a mark upon bim. Cain invents 
weights and meaſures. Enos the firſt 
city erected. Fubal the inventor of muſic. 

© Braſs and iron-work invented by Tubal- 
cain. Nine hundred and thirty years the 
period of Adam's life. Seth and his 'ſons 
addicted to aſtronomy. The pillars of Seth. 


H E immediate iſſue of Adam and The progeny 
Exe conſiſted of two ſons and three of Adam and 


Eve, Gen. IV. 


Was Cain, a word ſignifying poſſeſſion or 85 ” 


acquiſitioa; the other was called Abel, 
meaning affliction or mourning. . Theſe 
brothers were of tempers and diſpoſitions 


| extremely oppoſite :: Abel who was a ſhep- 


herd, regulated all his conduct conform- 
ably to the will and pleaſute of God: but 
Cain, who was the firſt man that applied 
himſelf to the practice of huſbandry, on 


| the contrary, was, under the dominion of 


— 


— 


4 44 


that, excepting the garden of Eden, no particular 
ſituation was appointed for their reſidence. Milton, 
in his Paradiſe Loft, favours this conje&ure, 
The t me intervening from the birth of Cain 
to that of Abel does not appear; but it is ſuppoſed 
not to have been more than a year. According to 
the Arabian tradition, Eve always had two chil- 
dren, a male and a female, at a birth. 7 


malice 


Ver. 3. 


Ver. 4. 
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malice, envy, cruelty, avarice, and other 
inordinately wicked paſſions ; and ſo ex- 
ecflive was his impiety, that upon the fol- 
lowing occaſion he murdered his brother 
Abel. In conſequence of theſe brethren 
baving agreed to offer a ſacrifice to the 
Lord, Cain produced for that purpoſe the 
fruits of the earth; but the offering of 
the other brother was the milk of the 


firſtlings of his flock. + The offering of | 


Abel, being the ſpontaneous production of 
nature, proved acceptable to God, who 


* diſapptoved of the offering of Cain, as| 


being a mercenary oblation, extorted from 
the earth by labour and art. Becauſe 


God, knowing the wicked intention of 


Cain, had ſhewn a preference to the of- 
fering made by his righteous brother, the 


envy and malice of the former were ſo 


inflamed, that he formed the impious re- 
ſolution of putting him to death. To 
effect this iniquitous purpoſe, he invited 
his unſuſpecting brother to walk with him 
into the fields, and there aſſaulted him by 


Cain murders ſurprize, and perfidiouſly flew him ; and 
Abel, ver. 8. after this act of barbarity, he buried the 


body of the deceaſed, expecting that the 
murder would for ever remain a ſecret. 
But God, from whoſe knowledge no 
thought or action can be concealed, de- 
manded of Cain, what was become of his 


brother, and the reaſon, that for ſeveral | 


days, they had not, as uſual, been ſeen 
together. Theſe unexpected queſtions 
ſtruck Cain with ſuch ſurprize and con- 
fuſion, that for ſome time he was unable 
to reply : but upon recovering his ſpirits, 
he ſaid he had not ſeen his brather for ſome 
days, a circumſtance that had given him 


much uneaſineſs, and for which he was 


wholly unable to account. Hereupon the 
Almighty urged Cain to diſcloſe the cauſe 
of his, Abel's, abſence, when he auda- 


ciouſly ſaid, that he was neither the keep- 


er, nor the guardian of his brother, and, 


being a ſtranger to his motives and inten- 


tions, was not reſponſible for any of his 
proceedings. God now accuſed him in 


direct terms of his heinous offence, up- 


braiding him for having declared himſelf 
ignorant of the cauſe of his brother's ab- 
ſence, ſince he had cruelly deprived him 
of life, and concealed the body, with a 
view to prevent a detection of his abomi- 
nable guilt. The Lord now ſaid to Cain, 


— 
— — 


[Boox 1, 
| © The A voice of thy brother's blood crieth 


— = 


unto me from the ground: but in con- 
ſideration of the compunRion and the ſub- 

miſſion expreſſed by. Cain, and the obla- 

tion he had made, the Lord was pleaſed 

to omit enforcing the law requiring blood 
for blood, and to pronounce a curſe againſt Cain accurſ« 
him and his deſcendants to the ſeventh ed, ver. 11. 
generation, at the ſame time baniſhing him 

and his wife from their native land, ſo 


ww — — 


* It is not to be inferred that God rejected Cain's 


offering merely becauſe it differed in its nature or 


quality from that of his brother: on the contrary, it 
proved not acceptable becauſe it was made when 


the Almighty knew Cain harboured in his mind the | 


impious deſign of murdering Abel. 

+ The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unte me from 
the ground. The Jews underſtand this paſſage to 
mean the voice of the poſterity that would have de- 


ſcended from Abel had he not been prematurely put | 


that for the remainder of his days he was 
to be a deſpiſed fugitive, Cain expreſſed 
great terror, leſt in the courſe of his wan- 
| derings he ſhould be killed either by man 
or beaſt : but God diſpelled this apprehen- 
ion, by an aſſurance that the evil he dread- 
ed ſhould not befal him; and having ſet a 
mark upon him to diſtinguiſh him from ver. 15. 
the reſt of the human race, commanded 
him to depart. 
After traverſing various countries, Cain 

and his wife eſtabliſhed their reſidence 
in the land of 4 Nais, or Nod, where they Ver. 16. 
had feveral children. But fo far was the 
puniſhment inflicted upon him from pro- 
ducing any reform in the conduct of Cain, - 
that he abandoned himſelf ſtill more to 
every ſpecies of wickedneſs and impiety. 
He aſſociated with, and at length became 
the chief, or ring- leader, of the moſt in- 
corrigibly profligate of the human race, 

whom he inſtructed and encouraged in the 
practice of a continual ſucceſſion of atro- 
cious offences againſt the laws of God and 
man. Cain corrupted the ſimplicity of 
the manners of former times, and ſubſti- 
tuted fraud and artifice in the place of ho- 
neſty and plain dealing. He was the ori- Cain the in- 
ginal inventor of weights and meaſures, wende | 
the builder of the firſt {| city in the world, ys. lg 
and alſo the firſt man who divided 'the the firſt in- 


common property in the earth by inclo- floßer of 


4 lands, and 
ſures and land-marks. He encompaſſed builder of tlg 


the city with walls, and peopled it with firſt city, 
his aſſociates and ee e calling it 
Enoch, after the name of his eldeſt ſon. 
Enoch begat Irad, Irad begat Mchu- 
jael, and . Mehujael begat Lemech, who 
by his two wives, Zillah and Adah, had 
ſeventy children. By Adah he had Jabal, 
who was tlee firſt man that dwelt in rents, 
and followed the ſimple and inoffenfive 
life of a ſhepherd. His brothgr Jubal had a 
natural diſpoſition to muſic, inſomuch that 
he invented the inſtrument called the harp, 


—— 


to death. However, it certainly implies, that mur- 
der is an offence calling aloud for the vengeance of 
heaven. | : | 

+ According to the tradition of the Turks and 
Arabians, this place was near the part of Syria, 
where Damaſcus now ſtands. 1 

| By the word City, probably no more is meant 
than ſuch a ſettlement as was neceflary to the con- 
venience of Cain, his family and aſſociates. 


and 


* 


Tubalcain, 
ver, 22. 


Ver. 23. 


2 his father, 
en. V. qiſtinguiſhing between virtue and vice, 


than he applied himſelf to the ſtrict and 


Seth's il- 
his. 


Cana, II.] 


and alſo the art of pfaltery. By his wife 
Zillah, Enoch had Tubalcain, who proved 


to Seth. 


 _— — a 


*The Jewiſh writers ſay, that the birth of Seth 


a great warrior, and enriched himſelf by 
his ſucceſs in that profeſſion. Tubalcain 
diſcovered the method of manufacturing 
iron and braſs: and he had a daughter 
named Naamah. Lemech being conver- 
ſant in the nature of the Divine law, con- 


fidered himſelf and his iſſue as neceſſarily 


involved in the puniſhinent denounced 


cated to his two wives. 

The progeny of Cain daily became morc 
addicted to and hardened in vice ; they not 
only imitated but ſurpaſſed the worſt ex- 
amples of former times; war, rapine, and 
violence, were the practices in which they 
derived their greateſt ſatisfaction z and 
when they happened to etcape being pol- 
lated with the guilt of human blood, they 
triumphed in pride, avarice, cruelty, and 
other deteſtable paſſions and propenfities. 

At this time Adam was {till living, be- 


ing two hundred and thirty years of age- 


'The death of Abel and the baniſhment of 


Cain, induced him ardently to with for| 


other children, of whom he had many, 


and among the number, one named * Seth. 


After this period Adam lived ſeven hun- 
dred years. | 


It would be foreign to the object of this 


hiſtory to enumerate the various particu- 
lars of all the immediate deſcendants of 
Adam, and therefore I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to the moſt remarkable ones relating 


Being educated under the 
Seth was no ſooner capable o 


conſtant practice of the former; and his 


children followed the example of ſo truly 


excellent a parent. They lived in perfect 
union and harmony among themſelves, and 
peaceably and inoffenſively with regard to 
the public. They were the firſt who em- 
ployed their attention upon the motions, 


ſtars, and other conſtellations, and hea- 
venly bodies, and- are therefore deemed 
the primitive practitioners in the ſcience of 


aſtronomy. Adam having foretold to them 
the univerſal Yeluge, and the conflagration | 


of the world, they erected a pillar of brick, 
and another of ſtone, on each of which 
they engraved the diſcoveries they had 
made, as a means of tranſmitting them to 


oY 


took place one hundred and thirty years after the 
murder of Abel: but archbiſhop Uſher, and others, 
are of opinion, that he was born next after Abel, 
the interval between their birth not exceeding a year. 

+ In the original Greek they are called the angels 


of God. In this point Lactantius agrees with Jo- 


againſt Cain for the murder of his brother | 
Abel; and this circumſtance he communi- 


BY FLAVIUS' JOSEPHVU 8.” 
poſterity, conceiving that if tlie pillar of 


— 


brick ſhould be deſtroyed, that: of ſtone 
would remain; ſo that future generations 


might derive benefit from their ſcientific 


acquifitions being thus commetnarated, 


| This was ndt an idle and chimerical pro- 
| ject, but a ſtrong inſtance. of pruderice and 


foreſight; and it is commonly believed, 
that the ſtone pillar is ſtill to be ſeen in 
Syria. 3 is oy 3 


CHAP, Il. 
God's judgment upon the wickedneſs of Man- 
kind. Noah builds the Art. The gene- 


alozy of Noah. The univerſal deluge. 
Teſtimonies of former writers relating to 


Noah's ark. Noah's prayer. The Als 
mighty's covenant with Noah. 
ANEIND lived for the ſpace of ſe- 


ven generations in obedience to the 
will of the Almighty, acknowledging him 


as the only God, the Creator of heaven 


and earth, and the ſupreme Lord of the 
univerſe : but from that period, they de- 
generated from the practice of piety and 
virtue to the commiſſion of the moſt abo- 
minable fins. The great and powerful + 
men of the earth cohabiting with the wo- 
men, an impious and wicked race of peo- 


Gen. V. and 
VI. 


Gen. VI. 2 


ple was produced. Noah ſeverely regretted 


the ſhocking degeneracy of the age, and 


exerted his utmoſt endeavours to reclaim 


mankind from their - iniquitous practices; 


but, inſtead of effecting a reformation in 
their conduct, they became till more in- 
corrigibly abandoned to their evil propen- 


direction of 


— 


courſes and revolutions of the ſun, moon, 


ſities; and apprehending that his efforts 
to diſpoſe them to righteouſneſs, might 
excite them to wreak their vengeance upon 
him by affaffinating him and his whole 
family, as the moſt effectual means of 
preſervation, he judged it prudent to de- 
part from the country. $3049, 13 

The piety and virtue of Noah had ob- 
tained him the favour of the Almighty : 
but ſuch were the general depravity and 
corruption of mankind as to inflame the 
wrath of God, who determined to extir- 
minate them from the face of the earth, 
and produce another race of men, who 
ſhould live more conformably to his Di- 
vine will. God alſo reſolved to abridge 


the period of human exiſtence, ſo that the 


life of man ſhould not exceed an hundred 
and twenty years. 074 

The 3 communicated to Noah 
his intention © deluging the earth, and 


- 
5 a. 


„ — — — _ — — 


ſephus; but the truth of the paſſage is denied by 
St. Auſtin and other writers. Vide Seldon's Pro- 
leg. de Diis Syris, cap. III. But perliaps the true 
meaning is, that the ſons of Seth contracted alliances 
with the daughters of Cain, who were abandoned 
to wickedneſs, and thereby the general corruption 
of the world was increaſed. 

commanded 


— 


Noah's ark, 


Gen. VI. 15. 


The time of 


the deluge, 


THE ANTIQUITIES/OF THE JEWS. 


commanded him to conſtruct an ark, ac- 
cording to the principles which he was 
pleaſed to explain. This ark, “ agreeable 
to the expreſs direction of God, was to 
conſiſt of four ſtories, to be three hundred 
ane in length, fifty in breadth, and 
thirty in height. Noah having accord- 
ingly built the ark, he ſtored it with va- 
rious kinds of proviſion neceſſary for the 
conſervation of animal life. By the com- 


mand of the Almighty, Noah went into the the age of nine hundred and twelve years. 


ark, taking with him his wife, his three 
ſons, and their three wives, together with 
airs of the different animals, a male and 


a female, and of ſome. creatures that 


the Lord had patticularized to him ſeven 
couples, for the Ae of the ſeveral 
kinds. * By the direction of God the ſides 
and the roof of the ark were made ſuth- 
ciently. ſtrong to reſiſt the violence of the 
approaching inundation. By means of the 
ark Noah and his 4 family, were preſerved, 
while the general deluge annihilated al] 
the. reſt of the human race. By a direct 
line Noah was the tenth in ſucceſſion. from 
Adam, being the ſon. of Lamech, Lamech 


of Methuſelah, Methuſelah of Enoch, 


Enoch of Jared, Jared of Maleleel (who 
had ſeveral. brothers) Maleleel of Cainan, 
Cainan of Enos, Enos of Seth, who, as 
we have before mentioned, was the ſon of 
' Adam. SETS 


The general deluge took | place in the 
ſecond month, which is called Dius by 
the Macedonians, and Marſonane by the 


of dividing the year. 
month Niſan, which is Xanthicus, becauſe 


it was the time when he led the Iſraelites W* age of nine hundred and fifty. || 


out of Egypt; and the ſame, method of 
computation he obſerves in all matters re- 
lating to the. worſhip of God; but he 
makes no alteration in the ancient mode| 
of reckoning with regard to markets, traf- 
fic, faits, and other civil concerns. At 
the time gfghe flood, Noah was ſix hun- 
dred yeargggtd4. It is recorded by Moſes, 
that the rain, occafioning the flood, began 
to fall on the twenty-ſeventh day of the 
month mentioned above, and, in, the year 
of the world one thouſand-ſix hugdred and 
fifty-ſix. This computation \ip:actarding 


— 


*The ark was not a veſſel conſtructed in a man- 
ner convenient for its being navigated, but formed 
in ſuch a manner as merely to occaſion it to float 
upon the water, and therefore it was called an ark, 
or a cheſt. It was made of a kind of wood capable 
of reſilling the worin; and, the better to ſecure it, 
it was covered with pitch both within and without. 
+ The: Scripture cubit, according to the learned 
doctor Cumberland, was twenty-two inches; and, 
if the doctor is right, the ark muſt have been five 
hundred and forty-ſeven fect in length, ninety- one 
in breadth, and in height fifty-four. , 
i The family was compoſed of eight perſons, 


: de the — ö 


| and*twenty ſeet. 
ee 


— — n 


to the Holy Scripture, where ä very ex- 


birth and deceaſe of the remarkable cha- 
racters of the primitive age. - | | 
Adam died at the age of nine hundred 
and thirty years, and he was one hundred 
and thirty years old yvhen he begot Seth, 
who was one hundre i and five years of 
age when he begotgEno..-In his nineteenth 
year Enos begot Cainan, and he died at 


Cainan departed this life at the age of nine 


at the age of ſeventy. At the time of his 
deceaſe Maleleel was eight hundred ad 
ninety- five years old. He was ſucceeded 
by his ſon Jared, whom he begot at the 


ſucceſſor of Jarad was Enoch, at the time 
of whoſe birth his father was one hun- 
dred and ſixty-two years old. After three 
hundred and ſixty-five. years Enoch was 
taken to God, and the particulars of his 
life are not recorded. In the ſixty- fifth 
year of his age Methuſalah was born 
to Enoch. At the age of one hun- 
dred and eighty. ſeven Methuſalah had a 


and ſixty- nine. 1 CO 
tinued ſeven hundred and feven years in 
the exerciſe of the government in which 


y || he ſucceeded his father, he transferred his 


authority to his. fon Noah, who was born 


Hebrews, according to the Egyptian mode when Lamech was one hundred and 


Moſes calls the firſt 


eighty-two. Noah, who was born fix 
hundred years before the flood, died at 


The appointed time being arrived, the 
Almighty diſplayed a ſignal in the heavens, 
when the clouds poured forth their waters 
in vaſt abundance, and the rain & continued 
to deſcend without intermiſſion for the 
ſpace of two- and- forty days and nights; fo 


tops of the higheſt mountains; and except- 
ing thoſe incloſed in the ark, the whole 
animal creation was drowned. At length, 
the waters gradually ſubſided, and in one 
hundred and fifty days, being the twenty- 
ſeventh day of the ſeventh month, the ark 


with their wires. The apoſtle Peter ſays, the 
number was eight, 1 Pet. III. 0. 

n the ſeveral tranſlations that have heretofore 
appeared, there is manifeſtly great inaccuracy in 
theſe computations, whieh we have endeavoured to 
rect ify, by carefully conſulting Doctor Hudfor,and 
other writers upon chronology. | 


The deluge was in part occaſioned by the ac- 
ceſſion of waters iſſuing from beneath the earth, .. 
Thus it appears that on the ſummits of the 


» 


© * 


, «uw + v at + : # 
"5 — 


act account is given of the times of the 


hundred and ten, having begot Maleleel 


| age of ſixty-five, Jared died at the age of 
nine hundred and fixty-five- years. The 


ſon, who was named Lameck, and the 
former died at the age of nine hundred 
When Lamech had con-. 


. VET. 29. 


that the waters roſe E fifteen cubits aboye the 


namely Noah and his Wife, and their three ſons 


hirten mpuntzins the depth of the. Mate wat reg · 


[Boo I. 


The line of 
the patri- 

archs, Gen, 
V. * 5 


Chap. IX. 


The com- 
mencement -- 
and progreſs 
of the flood, 
Gen. VII. 
I 2, &c. 
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Noah ſends fly a '$ raven, in order to aſcertain whether 
out a fen ann ſafely quit the ark; but finding 
— the earth ſtill bade the bird flew back, 
and was re- admitted into the ark. In con- 

uence thereof, Noah In e further 

= for the ſpace of ſeven days, and 

and a dove, then ſent out a 4 ms with the fame view 
ver. 8, that he had let the raven fly. In aſhort time 
the dove returned with àn {| olive-branch 

in its mouth, and dirt appearing upon its 

feet; and hence Noah underſtood, that the 

waters were greatly decrraſed. In ſeven days 

Noah goes after the return of the dove, Noah and his 
outof theark, family quitted the ark, as did all the ani- 


Tellimonies writes to the follow 


of the flood, 
by ancient 
writers. 


mountains for the convenience of Noah, Ins family, 
and the other creatures, deſcending 


that the dove returned, 


out of a window, obſerved ſigns, in ſeveral 
ſparks of the water having retired; which 

cheered his ſpirits, as he ſuppoſed 
he ſhould foon be able again to inhabit the 
land. In a few days after, during which 
the waters continued to decreaſe, Noah let 


mals that had been preſerved in it by Noah, 
in obedience to the command of God. 
Noah had no ſooner departed out of the 


ark than he returned thanks and ſacrificed 


to the Lord, after which he collected the 
ſeveral perſons compoſing his family, and 
made rejoicings with them. The ſpot 
where Noah * his people went out of 
the ark is called & Apobaterion, or the place 
of deſcent. . All the ancient writers, not 
excepti g even the Barbarians, ſpeak of the 
Bn. the ark. Berofus, the Chaldzan, 
pg purpoſe : © It is 
reported, that at this time ſome of the re- 
mains of Noah's ark are actually to be ſeen 


upon the Cordyzan mountains in Armenia, | 


and that the neighbouring inhabitants ape 
the pitch from the planks, carrying ſmall 


*The benevolence and wiſdom of the 2 y 
are oonſpicuous in his chooling one of the highent | 


from the ark 
for there would neceſſarily remam leſs ſediment 
upon the elevated fpots than in the vallies, and the 
ſoi mer were capable of being reſtored to a ſtate of 
cultivation in he ſhorteſt time. 

+ Noah was perſuaded that the effluvia ariſin ng 
from the carcaſes of drowned animals would atr 

e raven, and that it would continue ſome time 

ding thereon. According, to the Septuagint, 
the Vulgate, and the Syriac, this paſſage imports 
© that the raven did not return to the ark; and this 
opinion is adopted by Bochart, as well as by 
ſeveral of the learned among the Rabinical writers. 
But the Arabic, Samaritan, and Cha' dee Copies 
efpoufe the common reading. 

t This bird is remarkable for flying to a great 
ne and for its inclination to 8 food 
upon the ground. It appears from the Scripture, 
Fe the raven, Ada 
bring ing any token of the waters having ſunk to 

— 9 of the earth; and that the olive branch 
oo brought after a ſecond flight. It may naturally 
be prefamed that the dirt adhering to the dove's | 
feet was the flime. or ſediment left by the water. 

l I" abounded in olive-trees, and it is con- 


jectured that the olive branch was brought from 


BV F LAVIUIS JOSEPH US 


went agtound on the ſummit of a ® moun- 
ſtain in Armenia, whereupon Noah looking 


portions of it conſtantly about them, ima- 
gining that it has the quality of operating 


as a charm, or amulet, in protecting them 
from misfortunes. The fame -circum- 


antiquitics of Hieronymus, the E gyptian, by 
Manaſeas, and many other writers. 


Baris, in the province of Minyas in Armenia, 
to Which, it is reported, many people fled 
at the time of the deluge, in hopes of find- 
ing ſafety there; and the tradition adds, 
that a man encloſed in a veſſel, or ark, went 


the waters had ſubſided, and that many of 
the fragments of the veſſel were preſerved 
for a great number of years after. Probably 
this was the man rh Hee Moſes, the 
legiſlature of the Jews.” 

Noah being apprehenſive that the inten- 
| tion of the Almighty, was annually to over- 
flow the earth, ultimately for the total ex- 
| tirmination of the human race, he offered 


6— 


of averting ſo. dreadful à judgment. 


would be pleaſed to preſerve the world in 
the order eſtabliſhed at the creation; that 
he would inflict puniſhment upon the guil- 
| ty, and ſhew mercy to the good; that for 

the crimes of e ee me would not ex- 
erciſe his diſ pleaſure by involving the whole 
animal creation in a common ruin. He 
pleaded, that if there ſhould be an annual 
deluge, the ſituation of the ſurvivors would 
be more calamitous than that 1 — Who 
ſhould peri 


4. a A. 1 


„ 


the olive-branch to Noa is doubtleſs the origin 

ACE: m4 40 
Moſes informs us, that, „ The ark — in 
the ſeventh month, on the ſeyenteenth day of the 


the true fi tuation of Mount Ararat: but the moſt 
generally received opinion is, that it is about the 
middle of Armenia, in the neighbourhood of the 
River Araxes, 

Here we ſec the reaſon of ſeven couples of. 
ſome 25 HI taken into the ark. The Scrip- 
ture ſa f every clean beaſt thou ſhall take to 
thee by Le 
| beaſts Thar are not clean by two, the male and his 
female.” Gen. VII. 2, Iill the law was given to 
the Iſraelites the diſtinction of clean and unclean 
beaſts Was not eſtabliſhed with regard to food: but 
it appears that the rule prevailed in reſpect of ſacri- 
 fices to the Lord. Of the ſeven couples of elean 
animals ſome were to be offered as facrifices upon 
| the decreaſe of the waters, and the reſt: preſerved 

for propagating their Rings: 9 
D 


— 


ſolation, 


laus of Datnaſcus writes to the. following 8 
effect: There is a high mountain called 


on ſhore at the top of this mountain when 


thence. It is probable tht ba. natural nh the 
bird ſelected the olive rather than the branch of 
any other tree, becauſe it has the quality of remain- 
ing green under water for a longer time than moſt 
others. The 1 % Ne of the dove bringing in 


of its being conſidered, in almoſt every part of the 
{known world, as the emblem of * ; 


month, upon the mountains of Ararat,” Gen. 
VIII. 4. There are various conjectures reſpecting 


the male and [lis female: and orf 


ſtance ls alſo mentioned in the Phœnician 


2 &. 4 


facrifices and prayers to God, as the means 
The 

purport of Noah's prayer was, humbly to Nad 
beſeech God, that in his great mercy; he prayer 


* 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


folation, their lives would be rendered in- 
expreſſibly miſerable by the reflection, that 
they would be deſtroyed by a ſubſequent 
viſitation of a ſimilar nature. He there- 
fore earneſtly ſupplicated the Almighty to 
accept his ſacrifice, to turn his 3 
from mankind, to the end that the then 
exiſting generation, and their poſterity, might 
cultivate the earth, build cities, and enjo 

thoſe comforts and conveniencies of Ii: 
which were afligned to them before the 
deluge. He concluded with praying, that 
his own life might be prolonged, and that 


future generations might live to the age of 


The cove- 

nant of God 

with Noah, 

Gen. VIII. 
and IX. 


their anceſtors. 

Such were the righteouſneſs and virtue 
of Noah, that God attended to his prayer, 
and condeſcended to inform him, that the 
enormous crimes of mankind had loudly 
called upon his juſtice for puniſhment ; 
that it would have been more agreeable to 
him to have preſerved, than have taken 
away the lives of his creatures; for he 
would not have given life with a view of re- 
claiming it without provocation. How- 
ever, God conſented to accept the medi- 
ation of Noah whom he promiſed that the 
world ſhould not be again deſtroyed by wa- 


ter. God then commanded Noah, to keep 
his hands free from and undefiled by * hu- 


man blood, and to exerciſe ſeverity of pu- 


niſhment upon thoſe who ſhould perpetrate 
the abominable crime of murder. The 
Almighty told Noah that thence forward, 
all the reſt of the animal creation, whether 


inhabiting the earth, air, or water, ſhould 


be ſubject to the power and controul of 
man, whom he, at the fame time, prohi- 
bited from feeding upon their blood, 
wherein, he ſaid, the vital principle reſi- 


ded. God now informed Noah that the 


The Rain- 
bow a token 
of the cove- 
nant, IX. 13. 


bow he would ſee in the heavens was to be 
underſtood as a ſign or token, or his co- 
venant with mankind, to ſecure them from 
the apprehenſions of a ſecond deluge. 
After the flood, Noah enjoyed a life of 
happineſs for the ſpace of three hundred 
and fifty years, ſo that at the time of his 
deceaſe he was nine hundred and fifty years 
of age. Notwithſtanding the vaſt diſpa- 
rity that appears upon a compariſon of the 
term of the life of man in the primitive 
ages, and the ſhort date to which it is now 


- contracted, no argument can be adduced 


to diſcredit what is related concerning the 
longevity of our forefathers. In the early 
ages, When men regulated their lives in 
obedience to the will of the Almighty, in 
addition to other bounties he was pleaſed 
to beſtow upon them the bleſſings of + 


ll 
DE —_—C 


2 


* There cannot be a more outrageous offence 
againſt the majeſty of God than the commiſſion of 


murder; for the Almighty alone having the power || 


ro give life, he atone has the right of taking it away. 
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long life, 


of their exiſtence. It is alſo to be remem- 
bered, that a great length of time was 
nece 


ſſary for the ſtudy and promotion of 


[Boox I. 


as being the work of his own 
hands; and further, the ſimplicity of their 
way of life, the wholeſomeneſs of their 
diet, and-the abſtemioys manner in which 
they received nouriſhment might eſſential- 
ly contribute towards protracting the term 


The longevi- 
ty of the 
Antideluvi- 
ans. 


righteouſneſs and virtue, and for improving 
aſtronomy, geometry, and other ſciences. 


In the infancy of aſtronomy and geography 
ſix hundred years (according to the com- 
noma of the great year) are ſuppoſed to 

ave been requiſite for making any conſi- 
derable progreſs in thoſe arts. In confir- 
mation of what I have written reſpecting 
the longevity of the people of the early ages, 
I have the concurring teſtimony of various 
writers, both Greek and Barbarian. Ma- 
netho, in the Egyptian Chronicle, Bero- 


ſus in his Chaldzan Hiſtory, Hieronymus 


in the Egyptian Antiquities, Mochus, 
Heſtiæus, Heſiod, Hecatæs, Hellanicus, 
Acuſilaus, Ephorus, and Nicholaus of 
Damaſchus, agree that in ancient days 


there: were not wanting inſtances of the age 


of man being extended to a thouſand years. 


But on this ſubject every reader will decide 
according to his own judgment. 


CHAP. IV. 


Shem, Fapheth, and Ham, the three fons 


of Noab, ſettle in Sennaar. Admoniſhed 
to difperſe. 
their chief. His charatter. 
propoſes to erect a tower of vaſt height. 
The abominable impiety of the progeny A 
Noah. The Tower of Babel, and the 
confuſian of Tongues. LIE] 


8 th HE three ſons of Noah, who were 


Their diſobedience. Nimrod 
Nimrod 


.* 


The ſons of 


named Shem, Japheth, and Ham, Noah fir 


and born about an hundred years before the deſcend 


ſrom the 


deluge, were the firſt that had the reſolu- mountain. 


tion to deſcend from the mountain on which 
the ark ſtruck, into the plain. At length 
the others, who were apprehenſive of a 
ſecond deluge, being encouraged by the 
example of Shem, Japheth, and Ham, 
ventured to follow them. The firſt f. 
on which theſe people eſtabliſhed their 
ſidence. they called Sennaar. God in his great 
wiſdom commanded them to diſperſe them- 
ſelves into different parts of the land, and 
to form colonies, or ſmall communities, as 
a more effectual means of increaſing the 
population of the world; to the end alſo 
that they might cultivate larger portions of 


pot They ſettle 
18 in Sennaar 0 


land, and more abundantly ſupply them- 


— — A 


+ See Gallzus's comment on the sybylline, 
Oracles, p. 72, 73. | 


t In the comment en the Sybylling Oracles, 
p. 62, the reading is Molus ar Molon, for Mochus. 
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HAP. IV.] 


ger of 


imrod. 


imrod pro- 
dies to build 
tower of 

& beight, 


ing of the Septuagint. 


the ba 


edneſs of their conduct. At 1 82 
became exceedingly numerous, an | 
ſs Dal | nity to which they 


rate into diſtin communities: but in de- 


for all the bleſſings they enjoyed, theſe un- 


from God. 


lake Aſphaltites in Paleſtine; whence it is called 


3 | 


ſelves with the produce of the earth. But 
ſo wicked and perverſe were theſe people, 
that they treated the command of the Al- 
mighty with contempt, and ſtill continued 
to aſſociate together, till they were over- 
taken by the judgment of heaven; and then, 
indeed, they became ſenſible of the wick- 


repeated the admonition for them to ſepa- 


fiance of this divine command, they per- 
ſiſted in their contumacy. Forgetful that 
they were indebted to the bounty of God 


teful people attributed all their ſucceſs 
oF their 2 merits; and they had alſo 
the horrid impiety to conſider the expreſs 
command of their Creator as a ſtratagem 
for diminiſhing their power, in order the 
more eaſily to ſubjugate them to the yoke 
of oppreſſion. 11 IRR 

* Nimrod, the grandſon of Ham, who 
was the ſon of Noah, was the chief or 


leader of theſe impious and rebellious people. | 


He was intrepid and ferocious: but ſo ex- 


ceſſive were his pride and arrogance, that he | 


diſclaimed all obligation to the goodneſs of 
God, infolently Foalting that the power 
and conſequence he had attained, were the 
natural reſult of his own deſerts. The 


wicked notions that this man entertained, he 


neglected no opportunity of impreſſing up- 
on the minds of his companions, over whom 
he formed the project of gaining unlimit- 


ted power and authority; and in this he 


thought he could not fail of ſucceſs, after | 


having induced them wholly to apoſtatize 
Leſt the apprehenſion of a ſecond deluge 
ſhould reſtrain them from acknowledging 
obedience to him as their ruler, Nimrod 
informed them, that he had ſuggeſted a 
means for effectually ſecuring them from 
the effects of another flood. He explained 
to them that his pro 


a tower of ſuch vaſt height that it would 


be impoſſible for the waters to riſe -to a| 


Y . 


4 
- 8 
— 


* Speaking of Nimrod, the . ſays, And 
he began to be a mighty one.“ 


applied in the Sacred Writings to perſons of great 
ature and uncommon ſtrength, who delighted in 


martial exploits, and were addicted to wickedneſs. 
The Chaldee renders the word a robuſt man“: 
but the Syriac and the Arabic copies adopt the read- | 


fer mortar, Gen. XI. yer. 3. This 
Alpbaltites bitumen, a kind of 


7 Slime they h 
lime was t 


liquid pitch, a kind of cement, which Suidas ſays, 


being mixed with bricks and ſmall ſtones formed 
a compoſition as ſtrong as iron. Herodotus ſays; 

5 of the temple was a mile and a half in eir- 
cumference. The ſtile and proportion of the build- 
ing are accurately repreſeated in a fine; plate, en- 
graved for this work. It is alſo called Aſphaltos, 
or Aſphaltum, being a black ſubſtance found in the 


ſal was, to conſtruct | 
d PEERS v8) 
With regard to the tower of Babel, the 


BY! FLAVITUS! JOSEPMUS,: 
level with its ſummit; and he added; that 


the completion of this great undertaking 
would afford them an opportunity of aveng- 
ing the deſtruction of their 2 12.2 
- The: infatuated multitude ' unanimouſly 
applauded: this propoſal, and fo vain and 
extravagant were:they in their e: tions, 
that to acknowledge ſubjection to the Al- 
mighty, they conceived beneath the | dig= 
aſpired. / They imme- 
diately employed ' themſelves in erecting 
this ' ſtately edifice with ſurpriſing vigour 
and reſolution, - and the number of labour- 


ers being immenſe, ' the work advanced 
their 
moſt ſanguine expectations. The 'mate- 


with a degree of celerity exceeding 
rials uſed on this occaſion were bricks 


thoroughly burnt, the apertures between 
them being filled with a + pitchy ſubſtance, 


in order that the water might be leſs liable 
to penetrate. The tower was built with 
wonderful ſtrength, its great circumference 
making it appear not ſo high as it was in 
reality. „„ 
Notwithſtanding the enormity of their 
tranſgreſſions, and their contempt of the 


of the jud 
that he declined to manifeſt his diſpleaſure 


by extirminating this rebellious and im- 


n the Septuagint 
it is rendered a giant,” an appellation frequently 


| municated to Methuſelah, and by 


— 


pious people: but that they might not 
e their abominable purpoſe, he 


introduced among them a confuſion of 


tongues. Before this time one general 
language was in uſe, nor was any other 
known: but, in an inſtant, ſo wonderful 
a change was effected, that the people em- 


| ployed in building. the tower, expreſſed 
| themſelves in a great number of different 


admonition; afforded. them in the example 
th gment of Heaven upon their fore- 
fathers, ſuch was the benevolence of God, 


languages, and conſequently were incapa- The con 


called the Tower of Babel; and the place 


© 
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| bitumen Jadiacum, or Jewiſh pitch. This is tlie 
en- 


principal ingredient in the compoſition uſed b 
gravers for ſpreading a ground upon their plates, 
which they intend to etch, or eat in, by means 


properly diluted with water. 


ve in Paradiſe : from, them erl. com- 
him tranſmitted 
to his grandſon Noah. f 


lt is preſumed that Babylon was the capital of 


Nimrod's kingdom. He commenced his reign in 
the year of the world 1757, and continued in the 
government about one hundred and forty=eighr 


years. The plain where the tower of Babel was 


erected, is ſaid to be ſituated on the banks of the 
river Tigris, and to nN that tract of coun- 


1 i» 


try where the garden of Eden was formed. 


Sibyllige 


P P rTP 


ble of comprehending the meaning of each fuſion of 
other. Babel, in the Hebrew, implies sue. 
| confuſion ; and therefore the building was 


where it ſtood, at this time bears the name 


the corrofive quality of aqua-fortis, after it has been 
v4, | Tr; 


t The language prevailing-at this time is. ſup- 
pw to be the ſame with that ſpoken by Adam and 
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* Siby Uine oracles, :which-are ſtill extant, || Noah plants a vineyard; and becomes 
— to the following effect : At a cer-|| intoxicated with the firſt produce thereof; 
tain time, when only: one language was His maledictiom upon the paſlerity of . 
known in the world, the people aſſembled Hap genealogy of Aorah am 

in great numbers, and erected an immenſe ; 

tower, which they raiſed tdi ſo great a A E Abend dans of Noah had chil⸗ The deſc 
height, that it appeared as if the deſign of dren, who diſtinguiſhed the ſeveral G * 
it was to enable mankind to penetrate into parts of the country into which they diſ- 
the regions of heavens; but the gods, by || perſed themſelvęs by their own names, by 
means of a violent hurricane, aid this way of doing honour to their own memo+ 
ſtupendous building in ruins; and thoſe || ries. Japheth, one of the deſcendants of 
employed in raiſing it, in a moment utterly Noah, had ſeven ſons, who eſtabliſhed 
forgot their native tongue, and ſpoke in chemſelves in Afia, in that part of the 
new and unknown languages, fo that not country extending from the mountains of 

one man was able to underſtand another“ Taurus and Amanus, to the river Tanais; 

Of che land of Sennaar, Heſtiæus ſpeaks and in Europe as far as Gades. 
thus: The prieſts who eſcaped this founded the colony of the Gomarites, 
great di ſaſter, preſerved the ornaments and which people are at this time called 4 Ga- 
other things conſecrated to the worſhip latians, or Gauls, by the Greeks. Magog 

and ſervice of Jupiter the conqueror, and || was the chief of the Magogians, called 


Boek! 


Wen chem to Sennaar 112 da hog ' | [|Scythians by the Greeks. The Ionians, and 
ya itt 1 + Tithe whole race of the Greeks received: their 
8 H A 15 V. Ws name from Javan. Madzus was the foun- 


der of the Madzans or Medes. The Iho- 
The perſian 2 1 the ſons of Noah, and the | belians received their name after that of 
peoplmg 'of the world, Thobal their founder, and they are now 
Diverſi of languages bein intro-alled Iberians, : or Spaniards. The Meſ- 
N duced Karte 1 1 5 200 found chinians received their name from Meſches; 
them red under the neceſſity of forming | they were afterwards: called Capadocians : 
themſelves into ſmall ſocieties or colonies. | but one of the towns of this diſtrict is 
Some diſtributed (themſelves in different || 29 called Maxaca, which evidently bears 
parts of the interior country, and others affinity to its original appellation. The 
upon the coaſts of the ſea; according as Thifzans received their names from 'This 
their minds were diſpoſed by the ſuperin- j res, their Chief or governon; and after= 
tending pro vidence of God, for the pur- wards the Greeks called them Thracians, 
poſe! of | 7 5 inhabitants to the different Thus we have enumerated the nations that 
parts of dhe earth. Some built veſſels or Were originally eſtabliſhed 5 . ene 
boats; and tranſported themſelves into dif- ſons of Japhe .. 
ferent illands. To the places where the Aſchanaxes, Rhiphates, and Thygram- 
different bodies of people repaired they gave mes were the three ſons of Gomar: ff rom 
b t appellations, which many of them retain the firſt the. Aſchanaxians received 'their 
e al this time. Many of the names of theſt ame; but the Greeks call them Rhegi- 
EIN places have been altered. and principally nians; the Riphateans, who in Greek are 
* che Greeks, © 'in order to familiarize called Paphlagonians, received their name 
chord, and rendes them more intelligible! from the-lecondi; as did the Thygrammes, 
to the neighbouring inhabitants, The from the third ay br founder of that 
Greeks coming into , poſſeſſion of thoſe colony of people, who are now . 
countries in ſucceeding ages, they claimed F hrygians, by the Greeks, 
to-themſelves the merit of having been the Aliſas, Tharſus, and Chethinus were 
original and primitive founders of the ſe- the three ſons of Javan,, who. was. the 
veral communities reſident therein, im- ſon of Japheth. They were the founders 
La eu upo n them ſuch names, ſubjecting | of .Alifeans, nov called olians, the 
to ſuch laws and regulations, and Tharſians, called Cicilians by the Greeks, 
introducing ſuch cuſtoms and manners as 8 of * people hates Th doh of 
were a reeabl to the n 1] >FPrus, the original name of which was 
| 5 ” 8 * e DO, Chethima. Hence it is, that not only all 
En A 1 VI. l «| iflands, but alſo places adjacent to the 


ſea, are by the Hebrews called Chethim. 
The. deſcendants of Noab give St, wn || In the iſland of Cyprus there is ſtill a town 


noms to the Places here they Hl, called. On” which has an FAT, in 
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2 See De. Petaredee 8 Cortex, © Can. Vindie. e. 14. polity of Meisen 


4 Europe. the Leſſer Aſia, Media, part of Ar Vide the Di triba de No 
menia, Iberia, Albania, and a vaſt extent of coun- by . Blekinton. ; 26 jp loten adyenta, 


try towards the North, anciently inhabited by the ||, The Serj ture ſays Jay . df . 
a oy and now by the Tartars, deyolved S the Gen. X. 3 P ys J n nad tour lons- ide 
ond 


The peopling ; 
of the world. 
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Gen. X. 6. 


Cn Ap. VI.] 


ſound to Chetim. It may not here be 
improper to obſerve, that for the harmony 
of ſound, the Greeks are accuſtomed to 
vary from the true orthography and pro- 
nunciation of proper names: but innova- 
tions of this kind are never countenanced 
by the Hebrews. ' | 1 

The ſons of Ham eſtabliſhed their reſi- 
dence in Syria, and the countries adjacent 


to the mountains of Libanus and Amanus, 


and extended their juriſdiction as far as the 


ſea coaſt. They gave names to the ſeveral 


places ſubject to their authority; but moſt 
of them are either forgotten, or ſo cor- 
rupted that their origin cannot be traced. 
But the Ethiopians are ſtill diſtinguiſhed 
by their original appellation. The foun- 
der and governor of that people was Chus, 
one of the four ſons of Ham, and they are 
at this time called Chuſites, not only by 
themſelves, but alſo by the inhabitants of 
the different parts of Aſia. The Meſreans 
have alſo preſerved their ancient name; for 
Egypt is ſtill called Meſrim, and the in- 
habitants of that country are called Meſ- 
reans. | 55 | 

The government of Lybia was exerciſed 
by Phutes, who gave the people of that 
country the name of Phutians. Several of 
the Greek hiſtorians mention a river in 
Maurttania, and a. country adjoining its 


banks, beth of which were called Phute : | 


1 


but it has ſince been named Libys, after 
one of the ſons of Meſraim. We ſhall 
hereafter mention on what account this 
country afterwards received the name of 
Africa. Canaan, the fourth ſon of Ham, 
was the founder of the people, to whom 
he denominated Canaanites, whoſe country 
has been ſince called Jndea. 

All the ſons of Ham had children. 
Chus, the eldeſt, had fix, of whom Sabas 
was governor of the Sabeans; Evilas of 
the Evileans ; Sabbathes of the Sabbathe- 
nians, whom the Greeks call Aſtaharrians : 
Romus, prince of the Romeans, had two 
ſons named Judadas and Sabas. The 
former was the founder of the Judadeans, 
who inhabited the weſtern part of Ethiopia, 
and the latter gave the name of Sabeans 


to the people under his juriſdiction. Nim- | 
rod, the ſixth ſon of Chus, uſurped the 


government of the Babylonians, over 


whom, as we have already mentioned, he 
exerciſed arbitrary and tyrannical power. 


* The Scripture ſays, ©* Noah began to be a 
huſbandman.” The word rendered began, alſo fig- 
nifies continned ; ſo that we are to underſtand, that 
he returned to the occupation he had been accuſ- 
tomed to before the deluge. 

+ The original does not imply an exceſſive de- 
gree of intoxication ; but only that his ſpirits were 
{o e eee by the liquor, which was of a qua- 
lity different from his common beverage, ſo as to 
diſpoſe him to ſleep As to the expofure of thoſe 
parts of the body which are concealed from a regard 
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tuted a colony, and called it Lybia. Witn 
reſpect to the other fix ſons of Meſraim, 
| but little more than their names is known, 
| the cities built by them being deſtroyed in 


| The eight fons of Meſraim had the go- 
vernment of the country between Gaza and 
Egypt. Philiſtin gave his name to the 
tract of land under his government, which 
the Greeks call Paleſtine, Labim conſti- 


——— 


the Ethiopic war, the particulars of which 

will be related in the courſe of this work. 

Their names were Ludim, Ananim, Ne- 

dem, Phetroſim, Cheſlem, and Cheptho- 
im, 1 - 

Canaan had eleven fons. Sidonius 

erected a city in Pheenicia, which the 

Greeks call Sydon. Amath founded Ama- 

the, which is ſtill in exiſtence, being called 
Amathine by its inhabitants: but in ho- 

nour of one of their rulers, the Macedo- 

nians have given the name of Epiphania to 

this place. Arudeus governed the iſland of 
Aradus. The town Arce, upon Mount Li- 

banus, was under the juriſdiction of Arucæus. 

The names of the other ſeven ſons of Ca- 

naan were Euæus, Chetæus, Jebuſeus, 
Eudzus, Sinæus, Samarzus, and Gerge- 

ſæus: but the tranſactions of their lives are 

not recorded in the Scriptures, their towns 

being deſtroyed by the Hebrews, in conſe- 

quence of the occurrences which we ſhall 

now proceed to relate. 28 

As ſoon after the general deluge as the A vineyard 
earth was reſtored to a proper ſtate for cul- pavied by 
tivation, Noah# induſtriouſſy applied himſelf IX. 2b. 
to the buſineſs of agriculture. He planted 

vines, and by. preſſing the juice from the 

fruit, made wine. After an oblation of the 
firſt-fruits of his vineyard to the Almighty, 

he drank fo liberally of the juice as to be- Noah's in- 
come F intoxicated to inſenfibility ; and in r,. 
conſequence thereof, his nakedneſs was ex= 
poſed. Ham, his youngeſt ſon , obſerving 

Noah in this indecent fituation, . called to 

his brothers, and addreſſed them in a ſtile of 

mirth and deriſion of his aged parent: but 

they, Shem and Japheth, concerned that 

their father ſhould be ſo indecently expoſed, 
procured a garment, and laid it over him. 

After the effects of the liquor had ſubſided, 

Noah awaked, and knowing what had hap- 

pened during his fleep, he pronounced a 
benediction upon Shem and Japheth, whoſe 

filial veneration had induced them to con- 

ceal a circumſtance which their younger 


* . n - 4 


2 


5 — 


to decency, it was probably occaſioned by the wind, 
or Ins altering his poktion ; for the garments worn 
in thoſe times were flight and looſe coverings. 

Some writers are of opinion, that Ham's crime 
was the commiſſion of inceſt with his father's wife. 
[n the Scripture phraſe, the uncovering a father's 
nakedneſs, implies, that the ſon has had criminal 
intercourſe with his wife ; and they further ſuppoſe, 
that his brothers, having ſurpriſed him in that baſe 
act, communicated their knowledge to Noah. 


— 


E | | brother 
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brother had made the ſubject of contempt! 
and ridicule. In conſequence of his diſre- 
gard of filial reſpect and reverence, . Noah 
The poſte- uttered a dreadful imprecation upon the 
rity of Ham poſterity of Ham, who was himſelf not 
Wis Gen. included in the curſe, in conſideration of 
his affinity to Noah. This imprecation 

was followed by an act of divine vengeance, 

the particulars of which will be related in 


the progreſs of this hiſtory. 


The poſte- Shem was the father of five ſons; and 
* . they had poſſeſſion of the whole tract of 


Aſia, from the Euphrates to the Indian 
Sea. Elam was the founder of the colony 
of Elamites, from whom the Perſians are 
deſcended. Ninive was founded by Aſſur, 
and from thence is derived the opulent and 
powerful nation of Aſſyrians. The Ar- 
phaxadians, or Chaldeans, were founded by 
Arphaxed; the Arameans, whom the 
Greeks call Syrians, by Aram ; and the 
Luddians, or Lydians, by. Lud. 

Aram was the father of four ſons. Tra- 
chonitis and Damaſchus, which are ſitu- 
ated between Paleſtine and Ccele-Syria, 
were founded by Uz; Hull poſſeſſed Ar- 
menia ; the Bractrians were under the go- 
vernment of Gether ; and Meſas was prince 
of the Meſoneans ; and the whole country 
inhabited by that people now bears the 
name of the valley of Paſin, in conſequence 
of the camp of Paſinus having been eſta- 
bliſhed there. 

Sales, and Arphaxed had a ſon named Heber, after 
his poſterity, whom the Jews were anciently called He- 
ver: de, * brews. Heber was the father of Jucta and 
Phalec, which latter word, in Hebrew, 
implies partition, Phalec being born at the 
time of the diviſion of the land, and the 
diſperſion of mankind. The iſſue of Jucta 
were Elmodad, Saleph, Azermoth, Eiraes, 
Edoram, Uzal *, Declas, Ebal, Abiamel, 
Sabeus, Ophir, Euilath, and Jobab. The 
extent of their territories was from Cophene, 

in India, to the boundaries of Syria. 


Aram, ver. 
3. 


The gene. Phalec had a fon named Ragaus, who 
logy 18 * was the father of Serug, Serug of Nachor, 
ham, XI. 


ham, he being the tenth deſcended in a 


right line from Noah. Abraham was born | 


about two hundred and ninety-two years | 
ſubſequent to the general deluge. When 
Thares begat Abraham he was in the ſeven- 
teenth year of his age; Nachor was one 
hundred and twenty years old when he be- 
gat Thares ; Serug, at the birth of Nachor, 


— 


* Uzal is the name that was 
capital town of Yaman, by the 
place, : 

+ According to ſome of the Jewiſh writers, the 
mother of Abraham was named Chamtelaah,. being 
the d ughter of Carnebo : but others ſay her name 
was Amthalai, The Jews entertain an opinion, 
that 1 hares, the father of Abraham, was the ori- 
vinal- inventor of the art of coining money, and 


ews inhabiting that 


Nachor of Thares, and + Thares of Abra- 


| hey to Sannaa, the 
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was about an hundred and thirty-two years 
old ; Ragaus and Phalec were each about 
an hundred and thirty-four when the for- 
mer begat Serug, and the latter begat Ra- 
gaus ; when he begat Phalec, Heber was 
one hundred and thirty-four ; Sales was an 
hundred and thirty when he begat Heber ; 
and at the time of the birth of Sales, his 
father Arphaxad was an hundred and thirty- 
five. The birth of Arphaxad, the ſon of 
Shem and grandſon of Noah, took place 
＋ two years after the flood. 

Abraham had two brothers, who were Nachor and 
named Nachor and Haran. The latter aaf bro 
departed this life at Uz, in Chaldea, ham, ver. 2. 
where a ſepulchral monument conſecrated 
to his memory is ſtill to be ſeen. Haran 
was ſurvived by his ſon Lot, and his two 
daughters, Sarah and Melcha. Nachor 
eſpouſed Melcha, and Abraham took Sarah 
to wife, 35 

On account of his ſon Haran dying 
that country, Thares, the father of Abra- — 
ham, conceived ſo ſtrong an averſion to from Chal. 
Chaldea, that he determined no longer to dea. 
reſide there; and he and his whole family 
accordingly removed to Chanaan in Meſo- 
potamia, where Thares died, being two 
hundred || and fifty years of age. For ſome 
time previous to the period of which we 
are writing, the Almighty had been gra- 
dually abridging the period of human exiſ- 
tence, which at length was contracted to 
an hundred and twenty years, which was 
the exact age of Moſes. 

By his wife Melcha, Nachor had eight The poſte- 
ſons, whoſe names were Uz, Baux, Ca- hl + 
muel, Cazad, Azaus, Pheldus, Jadelphas, 
and Bethuel. But, excluſive of theſe legi- 
timate offspring, he had by Ruma, his 
concubine, Tabaus, Gaham, Tavaus, and 
Machas. The iſſue of Bethuel were, a ſon. 


named Laban, and a daughter named Re- 
becca. 


in Thares, fa. 
ther of Abra« 


CHA £5 Tk: 


In default of legitimate iſſue, Abraham 
adopts his nephew Lot. He departs from 
Chaldea, and eſtabliſbes his reſidence in 
Canaan. He promutgates the dottrine of 
one God, the Creator and Sovereign 
Ruler of the World. 


ESPAIRING of having children 
by his wife, Abraham adopted Lot, ws Gn. 


the ſoa of his brother Aram, and brother Canaan, Gen- 
| | XII. 5. 


Abraham re- 


that during his life idolatrous worſhip was firſt in- 
troduced. That he was himſelf an idolater is evi- 
dent from Scripture, though he afterwards repented. 
Vide Toſh. XXIV. 2. 

Here we vary from the Greek, where, by miſ- 
take, twelve years are mentioned inſtead of two. 

This does not correſpond with the Scripture 
account, where he is ſaid to have lived only two 


hundred and five years. 
of 


] 
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HAP. VII.] 


ceaſe, he bequeathed to his poſterity. This 
in the ſeventy- fifth year of his age. 


reſolution to explain to the degenerate race 


parted from Chaldea, and, being accom- 
panied by his whole family, repaired into 
the land of Canaan, which, upon his de- 


ture from Chaldea into Canaan, was 


Abraham was a man who excelled his 
cotemporaries in righteouſneſs, piety, wiſ- 
dom, and eloquence; his knowledge was 
extenſive, his genius quick and penetrat- 
ing; his judgment was ſtrong, and his for- 
titude was not to be ſhaken by the common 
accidents of life. He had the reputation 
of poſſeſſing virtues and talents ſuperior to 
thoſe of all other men. Notwithſtanding 
the general depravity of mankind, he had 
the courage ſingly to oppoſe the overbearing 
current of iniquity, and to exert his autho- 
rity in aboliſhing the worſhip of imagin- 
ary divinities, and recommending the only 


means of ſalvation, by yielding obedience, 


love, and veneration to the great and om- 
nipotent Author of the creation. 
Abraham was the firſt man who had the 


among whom he lived, the neceſſity of prac- 
tiſing the religion tranſmitted to mankind 
by our God. He informed the people, 


that it was not in conſequence of any power 


or capacity reſiding in themſelves, but to 
the infinite benevolence, love, and tender- 
neſs of the Almighty Creator of Heaven 
and earth, that they enjoyed the comforts 
and conveniencies of life. To exemplify 
this doctrine, he expatiated on the common 
operations of nature, both at ſea and on the 
land, mentioning the courſes and revolutions 
of the ſun, moon, and other heavenly bo- 
dies. Hence he contended, that, without 


| ; m_—_ 
the interference of an over-ruling provi- 


dence, the whole univerſe muſt inevitably 
fall into diſorder, deſolation, and ruin; and 
that, as a neceflary conſequence, mankind 
were bound in an indiſpenſable obligation 
to aſcribe the bleſſings ſo bountifully be- 
ſtowed upon them, to the goodneſs of the 
divine and eternal Creator of Heaven and 
earth... wy 

The inhabitants of Meſopotamia and 
Chaldea were highly exaſperated againſt 
Abraham, for propagating a doctrine ſo 
contrary to the impious opinions they en- 
tertained. God, therefore, commanded 
Abraham to depart out of * Chaldea into 


— 


BY FLAVIUS! os EHHR US. 


of Sarah his wife. In obedience to the 
command of the Almighty, Abraham de- 


the land of Canaan; and he accordingly 


repaired into that country, where he erected , 

an altar, and offered ſacrifice to, and de- 

voutly worſhipped the Almighty. Though | 
his name is not mentioned, Abraham is Abraham al- 


. 


luded to by 


ſus, and 
of Beroſus: There reſided among the other witer. 


Chaldeans; in the tenth generation after the 
flood, a man of ſtrict juſtice, who acquired 
great celebrity, by his obſervations on the 
motions of the heavenly, bodies.“ The 


evidently alluded to in the following paſſage 


teſtimony of Hecatzus is ſtill ſtronger, he 
having written a whole book u 
ject. In the fourth book of his hiſtory, 
Nicolaus of Damaſcus, ſays, Though a 
ſtranger, Abraham commanded in Damaſ- 


numerous company of adherents from 
Chaldea, a country ſituated beyond Baby- 
lon. After ſome time, he removed with 
his followers into Canaan, which countr 


ber of children, of whom I ſhall ſpeak 


At Damaſcus the name of Abraham is at 
this time time held in high veneration ; 


where he reſided, and which bears his 


name. 

Sy 6 p.% e.. if 
4 dreadful famine in Canaan. Abraham 
Sarah. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, be- 


Abraham applies himſelf to the fludy of 


the laws, cuſtoms, and manners of Egypt. 


and Lot. 


ance of all the neceſſaries of life in + Egypt, 
he reſolved to viſit that country. He had 
two motives for undertaking this journey ; 
the firit was, to partake of the plentiful 
ſupply of all the neceffaries of life there, 


prieſts. on ſubjects of divinity, and there- 
by either receive or communicate informa- 
tion, and enable himſelf to form a juſt 
opinion of the laws of the country, and 
the ſentiments and opinions of the people. 


—_— „ 


* The Scriptures ſay, * Abraham paſſed through- 
the land into the place of Sichem, unto the plain 
of Moreth.” The place of Sichem ſignifies the ſp.t 
where Sichem was afterwards built. The Chaldee 
reading is, the plain of Moreth ; but the Hebrew 
is, the oak of Moreth ; the Septuagint read, the 
lofiy oak ; and the Arabic and Syriac, the oak of 
Mamre. Hence, it is preſumed, that oaks abounded 
in the place, or that it was remarkable for one of 


4 


rn 


uncommon ſize. Cnc EY 
+ This country is repreſented as exceedingly 


countries with abundance of that article, as well 
as various other of the neceſſaries of life: and it is 
therefore preſumed, that agriculture was improved 
there by art; for no country can be a plentiful one, 
where this art is not cultivated, and where civil 


policy is not eſtabliſhed, 
Sip Appriſed 


that ſub- 


cus, to which place he, repaired with a very 


is now called Judea, and there had a num 


more particularly in a ſubſequent book.” 


and there is a village, {till in exiſtence, 


goes into Egypt, accompanied by his wife 


comes enamoured of Sarah. The judg- 
ment of Heaven upon the laſcivious king. 


The partition of lands between Abrabam 


and the ſecond was, to converſe with the 


fertile in grain, and capable of ſupplying other 


HEN Abraham had reſided ſome A famine in 
time in Canaan, that country was Fifa Gen. 
afflicted by a dreadful famine ; and theres 
fore upon learning that there was an abund- 


THE ANTIQUITIE 
Appriſed of the liſcentious dif] poſitions of | 


the Egyptians, he was apprehenfive that 


their king might put his wife to death, 
in order to gain poſſeſſion of her perſon, 


| ſhe being a woman of ſingular beauty. 
Fo | ay againſt this danger, he reſolved, 
if 


ere ſhould be occaſion, that Sarah 
ſhould paſs under the character of his *ſiſ- 
ter. Upon conſulting his wife upon. this 
ſubject, they agreed, if occaſion ſhould 
require it, to adopt the project he had 
ſuggeſted. 6473 Y | 
| in Egypt, the beauty 


Abraham Upon their arriva 

goes into of Sarah greatly attracted public notice; 
Egypt, where | b Gat chants bans: 
Pharaoh be» and upon her perſonal charms being re- 
comes fut: preſented to Pharaoh, the king of the coun- 
8886. try, he conceived an ardent deſire of poſ- 
XII. ſeſſing himſelf of this miracle of female 


perfection; and in order to gratify his laſ- 
civious deſires, he cauſed her to be brought 
before him, flattering himſelf that he 
ſhould have but little difficulty in prevail- 
ing upon her to yield to his ſolicitations. 
But to repreſs the inordinate inelinations 


of this liſcentious ſovereign, and to reſcue || 


Sarah from being forcibly diveſted of her 
chaſtity, God was pleaſed to occaſion a 
peſtilence-and an (inſurrection at the fame 
time to prevail throughout Pharaoh's do- 
minions. Thus involved in. the moſt de- 
plorable calamities, the king applied to his 
prieſts for information as to what offence 
8 had committed to occaſion ſuch terri- 
ble viſitations in his kingdom. After 
having performed ſacrifice, the prieſts in- 
formed him, that he had incurred the 
diſpleaſure of Heaven by meditating de- 
ſtruction to the chaſtity of a ſtranger's 
wife. This greatly alarmed the king, 
who immediately queſtioned Sarah as to 
her country and family, and the charac- 
ter of the man who had accompanied her 
into Egypt. Without heſitation ſhe avow- 
ed herſelf to be Abraham's wife, and ex- 
plained the reaſon that had induced her to 
aſſume the character of his ſiſter. Upon 
this, Pharaoh aſſured Abraham, that enter- 
taining no ſuſpicion of the woman being 
allied to him by marriage, he meant to 
connect himſelf with her in an honourable 
alliance, and had not harboured the deſign 
of violating her perſon. As ſome atone- 


ment for diſturbing his peace of mind, he 


made Abraham a preſent of a confiderable 
ſum of money, and granted him permiſſion 
to converſe freely with ſuch of his ſubjects 
as were molt celebrated for their learning 
and abilities. 


* Some writers contend that this conduct in 
Abraham was inconſiſtent with his general cha- 
racter, he being repreſented averſe from all practices 
of deception and falſehood : but it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe was in reality his ſiſter as well as 
his wife, Abraham and Sarah being deſcended from 


Thus was he offered an 
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opportunity of diſplaying his great virtues 
and brilliant talents, and of procuring 
himſelf to be hald in public eſteem and 
veneration. By his. conferences with the 
learned men of Egypt, he gained a per- 
fect knowledge of the religious rights and 
ceremomes, and laws, cuſtoms, and man- Abraham ſtu- 
ners of the: people. By the ſtrength of d dug laws 
his arguments, enforced in a ſtile of elo- Of 1 
quence irreſiſtibly perſuaſive, he clearly 
demonſtrated to the! prieſts, that the mode 
of their religious worthip was impious and 
abſurd, and contrary to reaſon. and: com- 
mon ſenſe; and ſuch were the powers of 
his elocution, that he reconciled the vio- 
lent animoſities and factions prevailing at 
that time on the ſubject of religion; and 
his wonderful abilitirs and exemplary vir- 
tues rendered him the object of univerſal 
admiration. He alſo inſtructed them in 
the principles of aſtronomy and arithmetic, 
of which they were before entirely igno- 
rant; and thoſe ſciences the Egyptians 
tranſmitted to the Greeks, 5 
Upon the return of Abraham into Ca- The partition 

naan, he found that a + diſagreement had ee 
ariſen between his own ſervants and thoſe ham and Lot. 
of Lot, reſpecting the boundaries of the 
paſture where the ſheep and other cattle 
were fed. A partition of land was there- 
fore propoſed, Abraham admitting Lot to 
have a precedency of choice. Abraham 
then fixed upon Hebron as the place of his 
reſidence, which city was built ten years 
before Tanis in Egypt. Lot ſettled in the 

lains bordering upon the river Jordan, at 
a ſmall diſtance from Sodom, which, at 
that time, was a great and flouriſhing city, 
but it was afterwards ſo utterly deſtroyed 
by an act of divine vengeance, that not 
the ſmalleſt veſtiges of it remain. The 
cauſe of the deſtruction of the city of So- 
dom will be mentioned in the proper 
place. | | 


CHAP. IX. 
The people of Sodom defeated by the Afſyri- 


ans, and the five kings made tributary to 
the conquerors. Lot taken priſoner, 


HE Aſſyrians were at this time in 
pofietiion of the empire of Aſia; 
and the city of Sodom was extremely rich 
and populous, being under the government 
of the five kings, Ballas, Barſas, Senebar, 
Symobar, and the prince of the Ballinians, 
who maintained an arbitrary ſyſtem of go- 
vernment in their reſpective territories, 


Gen. X IV. 3. 


— 2 — 


The words of the Scripture are truly pathetic, 
„ And Abraham ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no 
{trife, I pray thee, between me and three, and be- 
tween my herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be 
brethren.” Gen. XIII. 8. Here are ſhewn a peace- 
able and friendly diſpoſition, and great meekneſs 


the ſame father, though by different mothers, 


| of temper. 
The 


on 


. 
— 


CAP. X.] 
The Aſſyrians having reſolved to beſiege 

the city of Sodom, they led an immenſe 

army of well diſciplined troops into the 

field, in four diviſions, the commanders 

being men of approved courage and great 

{kill in the art of war. After an obſtinate 
engagement, during which much- blood. 

The defeat was ſpilt on both fides, the people of Sodom 
of the people qere defeated, when the conquerors im- 
Gn. XIV. poſed an annual tribute upon the five kings. 
10. The tribute was paid for twelve years: but 
the ſtipulated payment being neglected the 
following year, the Aſſyrian army again 
marched againſt the city, being under the 
command of Amraphel, Arioch, * Cho- 
dollogomor, and Thabal. After great ra- 

vage and devaſtation throughout Syria, this 
powerful army ſubdued the race of the 

giants, and making an irruption into the 

land of Sodom, encamped in the valley 

among the + brimſtone pits, which in an- 

cient days were very numerous in that 

country. After the deſtruction of the city 

of Sodom, the above mentioned valley was 
converted into the lake of Aſphaltites, 

which we ſhall hereafter ſpeak of more at 

large. A fierce and bloody battle was 

fought between the Aſſyrians and the people 

of Sodom; the loſs of lives on the fide of 

| the latter being by far the moſt conſiderable, 
Lot taken and the Aſſyrians making priſoners of ſuch 
Arie of their enemies as ſurvived the conflict, 
ver. 12 Lot, who had aſſiſted in oppoſing the aſ- 


ſailants, was among the number. - 
CdS: nK-c: 


Abraham attacks the Aſſyrians by ſurprize, 
puts them to flight; and reſtores Lot and 
the other ' priſoners to liberty. On his 
return, Abraham and his followers are 
hoſpitably entertained by Melchiſeaech, 
king of Solyma, to whom be preſents a 
tenth of the ſpoil obtained from the A 
rians. The Almighty promiſes Abraham 


Abraham offers a ſacrifice to God. 


Fs 5 
The Egyptian bondage predicted. Sarah 
fakes ripe to Abraham's bed. The 
flight of Hagar, who being comforted 7 
an angel, returns. The birth of Iſhmael. 
Jaac promiſed. The ceremony of circum- 
cCijſion inſtituted. 1 | 


| PON receiving intelligence of the 
} defeat of the people of Sodom, that 
ſo great a number of his friends and neigh- 
bours were flain or taken priſoners, and that 
his nephew Lot was among the number of 
the latter, Abraham was exceedingly afflicted. 


1 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


"VE 


He immediately collected the people at- 
tached to his intereſt, and led them in pur- Abraham at- 
ſuit of the Aſſyrians, whom he ſurpriſed in tacks the Aſ- 
their quarters near Dan, one of the heads lk, bot 
of the river Jordan, on the fifth night after 15. 
his departure, ſome being in bed, fome in 
a ſtate of intoxication, and others not pro- 
vided with any weapons of defence: in ſhort, 
ſuch was their conſternation at being thus 
overtaken: by ſurpriſe, that they were nei- 
ther in a condition to reſiſt the aſſailants, 
nor to ſeek their ſafety in flight: Before 
they had time to recover from the terror 
and confuſion into which they were thrown - 
by this ſudden and unexpected attack, Abra- 
ham put great numbers of them to the 
ſword ; and the next day he purſued the reſt 
as far as Soba of Damaſcus. Thus Abra- 
ham reſtored Lot and his fellow priſoners 
from captivity. When he performed this 
great. atchievement, Abraham's followers 
conſiſted only in three hundred and eigh- 
teen of his own domeſtics, and three of his 
ſelect friends; ſo that the victory over the 
formidable Aſſyrian army, was in conſe- 
quence of the attack being made when the 
men were unprepared for defence, and the 
vigour and reſolution with which the aſſail- 
ts Garſuel their advantage. jr 

On his return, Abraham was met at a 
place called the Royal Plain by the king of 
Sodom, who congratulated him on the 
great victory he had obtained. Here alſo 
Melchiſedech, king of Solyma, now called 


|| Jeruſalem, greatly extolled the heroic and 


noble conduct of Abraham, whoſe follow 
ers he entertained with different ſorts of 
refreſhments. Melchiſedech invited Abra-elchiſe- 
ham to his own table, and during the en- dech enter- 
tertainment, ſpoke in high terms of com- {22 Abre- 
mendation of his bravery and virtue, and | 


returned thanks to the Almighty for having 


enabled him to accompliſh ſo ſignal an en- 

ter prize. The word Melchiſedech ſigfifies 

a righteous king; and the appellation was 

witi great juſtice given to this ſovereign; 

who by the unanimous voice of his people 

had been deemed worthy to exerciſe the 

ſacred functions of the prieſthood,” 
Abraham I preſented to Melchiſedech a Abraham's 

tenth of the ſpoil obtained from the Aſſy- generoſity, 

rians, which he accepted. He alſo made 

the offer of another part to the king of So- 

dom; but that prince declined accepting it, 

ſaying, that all he deſired was, that ſuch 

of his ſubjects as had been made priſoners 

by the enemy might be reſtored. Abraham, 

however, declared, that his abſolute deter- 


The Scripture word is Chedolaomer. 5 
. The Scripture phraſe. is, And the vale of 
Siddim was full of ſlime pits.” They are ſuppoſed 
to have been pits of bitumen, which abounded in 
that country. | 


1 
* 


ing to the cuſtom of the times, Abraham preſented 

to him a tenth of the ſpoil taken in war, Gen, 

XXVIII. 22. The tithes were conſecrated to the 

Almighty, and applied to the maintenance of re- 

3 the relief of the poor, and other pious 
es. | 


t Melchiſedech being the prieſt of God, accord- 


foe 


F mination 


mination was to retain no greater portion 
of the ſpoil than would be ſufficient to pro- 
vide his followers with proviſions, and 
compenſate the ſervices of Eſchol, Enner, 
and Mambres, his three friends, who 
bravely ſupported him in the aſſault upon 
the enemy. 

The diſintereſtedneſs and fincerity of 
Abraham proved ſo acceptable to the Al- 
mighty, that he was graciouſly pleaſed to 
ſignify an intention of rewarding him. 
Hereupon Abraham addreſſed himſelf to 
God, faying, © Heavenly and benevolent. 
Father ! of what avail will thy gracious 
bounties be to a man who has no poſ- 
terity to enjoy them after his deceaſe? 
Upon this, God promiſed that he ſhould 
have a ſon, and that his poſterity ſhould be 


as numerous as the ſtars in Heaven. Abra- 


God p 

wiſed Abe: 
ham a ſon, 
Gen, XV. 4. 


a gy 
Freie 19% in obedience to the divine command. He 
rocured an heiter, a goat, and a ram, 
each being three years old, and likewiſe a 
turtle-dove and a pigeon. The heifer, 
the goat, and the ram, he * divided into 
halves. but the birds remained whole. 
Whilſt he was preparing the altar wh 

the facrifice was to be made, and the \birt 
of prey were hovering over the {| SY 
expectation of the blood of the victims, 
Abraham heard a voice from Heaven, pre- 
dicting that the poſterity of Abraham ihould 
The Fgyp- remain in bondage in Egypt for the ſpace 
tian bondage of four hundred years, upon the expiration 
N z. of which time, they ſhould triumph over 
the malice of their enemies, ſubdue he 


Canaanites, and ſudjugate to their domi- 


e 


nion all the cities extending from Egypt to 
Sidon. 


At this time Abraham s habitation was 


in the neighbourhood of Hebron, at Il 
ſmall diſtance from the place now bearing 
the name of the Oak of Ogyge. While 


pineſs of his life was interrupted, by re- 
flecting on the barrenneſs of his wife; but 
he continued to offer up daily prayers to 
the Almighty for a male child. In com- 
pliance with his ſervent ſupplications, che 
Almighty was pleaſed to ratify the promiſe 
he had made with reipect to a child, and 
alſo repeatedly to aſſure him, that he ſhould 
enjoy all the bleſſings he had promiſed him 
upon his departure from Meſpotamia 
Buy the expreſs direction of Heaven, 
Sarah conducted an Egyptian ſervant in 
to Aeon „che family, whoſe name was Hagar. to 


| 


— 


** 


Gen. XVI. 
Sarah con- 


THE. ANTIQUITIE 


[| ſucceſſor of Abraham. Being informed 


ham now offered up his ſacrifice to God, | 


| | her, 


Abraham reſided in this place, the hap- | 
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the bed of her huſband, in order that ſhe 
might have children. When Hagar found 
(he was with child, ſhe treated Sarah with 
contempt and inſolence, being vain in the 
preſumption, that the child, with which 
ſhe was pregnant, would be the heir and 


of her diſreſpe& and arrogance, Abraham 
reſigned Hagar to his wife, that ſhe might 
chaſtiſe her nce according to her own 
diſcretion. Mortified by the puniſhment 
inflicted upon her by Sarah, ſhe determin- 
ed to abandon the family of Abraham ; 
and while the was on the way from his The fight d 
| hibitation, an angel appeared to her, com- 1 
manding her to return, at the ſame time 
aſſuring her, that upon acknowledging the 

had dene wrong, her fault would be for- 

given; adding, that the puniſhment ſhe 

had received was due to her pride and 

| ingratitude. The angel further informed 

that her deſtruction would be the 
inevitable conſequence if ſhe perſiſted in 

her obſtinacy, and neglected to yield obe- 

diance to the divine will of the Almighty; 

and he concluded with informing her, that 


if the conformed to the admonition he had 
pronounced, ſhe ſhould be the mother of 
[a child, which in proceſs of time, ſhould 
be ruler of that country. In obedience 

to the command of the angel, Hagar re- 

| turned to Abraham's habitation, and hav- 
ing apologized for her indiſcretion, Sarah 
declared herſelf ſatisfied with that atone- 
ment. Some time afterwards, Hagar was 
delivered of a ſon, which was named Iſh- 
mae], a word imparting,” prevailed upon. 

| When Hagar was taken to the bed of 
Abraham, he was eighty-fix years of age; 
and when he was ninety-one, the Almighty 

A to him, and informed him, that 
his wife ſhould bear him a fon, command- 
ing him to call the child by the name of 
Iiaac. The Lord alſo foretold to him, that 
the poſterity of Iſaac ſhould be Þ mighty ſo- 
vereigns, and by force of arms poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the whole tract of country extend- 
ing from Sidon to t. God allo com- 
manded, that the poſterity of Abraham 
ſhould be circumciſed at the of eight Abrabam 
days, both for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſh- — 
ing them from other races of people, and 23. 
for other reaſons that will be explained in 
the progreſs this work. He then enquired, 

[| whether Iſhmael would die in his youth, or 
arrive to manhood ; when God was pleaſed 


* i 


a ** I 8 * CY 


to inform him, that his life would be long, 


St. Chryſoſtom, St. — and others fav, 
mat the ancient manner of forming alliances by | 
marriage WAS, > by ſeparating the victims into two | 
parts, and p 2 them upon two altars, after 


——_— 4 OI - _ 


—_ 


+ The Scripture lays, And I will make thee 
exceeding fruitful, and Iwill make nations of thee, 
and kings ſhall come out of thee.” Gen. XVII. 6. 
The kings here meant, are thoſe of the Jews, Iſh- 


which the contracting parties walked between the | 
altars, thereby fignifying, that if eicher ſhould | 
violate the covenant, he or ſhe Mould be cut un- 
ger 11 ike the victims. 


mach:es, Idumzans, Medianites, ws Ara- 
bians, Babylonians, Egyptians, Africans, Spaniards, 


and laftly, the great king of the Chi an worls, the 
and 


(| glorious Metab. 
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Wor ay, XI. 
and that he would be the progenitor of 


ſeveral great and famous nations. Abra- 
ham now humbled” himſelf in prayer be- 
fore, and returned thanks to God for his 
repeated favours and bounties; immediately 
after which, he and all the males of his 
family were circumciſed, including Iſh- 
mael, who at this time was thirteen years 
of age. N | 43 
| SHARE 
The abominable wickedneſs of the people of 
Sodom. Abraham entertains three an- 
gels, who promiſe him a ſon. The angels 
foretel the deſtruction of Sodom: They 
vit Lot. Some of the. people of the city 
are firuck with blindneſs. Lot departs 
from the city, which is conſumed by' fire. 
Lot's wife turned into a pillar of ſalt. 
He commits inceſt. 


The wicked- H E wealth and plenty of the people 

wot oder of Sodom pampered their pride and 

becom, Gen. arrogance to the moſt intolerable degree; 

XVIII and and they behaved with irreverence towards 

_ God, and infolence and contempt towards 

men ; ingratitude for benefits received was 

among their crimes ; they deſpiſed and 

hated ſtrangers ; and to render their cha- 

racers completely deteſtable, the men 

were addicted to unnatural propenſities to- 

wards each other. Highly incenſed againſt 

theſe impious people, God determined to 

puniſh their complicated crimes by de- 

ſtroying their city, and deyaſtating the 

circumjacent country, ſo that in future it 

ſhould produce neither fruit, plants, nor 

graſs, nor any otherwiſe conduce to the 
convenience and uſe of man. 

While Abraham was one day ſitting at 


the door of his tent, under the oak of 


Mambre, he obſerved three figures ap- 
proach, and imagined them to be ſtrangers 
and travellers. He roſe to meet them, 
and, after the uſual ſalutations, invited them 


to partake of the beſt entertainment and 


accommodations his habitation could af- 
ford. They accepted his hoſpitable offer, 
and Abraham ordered his I omeſtics to 
bake a cake, and kill and dreſs a calf for 
their refreſhment. The 


r | | N being 
8 58 prepared, and ſet before the angels, under 
Ther Gen, the oak, they appeared to eat of them, 


2. 


and expreſſed themſelves grateful for the 
kindneſs of their hoſt. While the meat 
remained before them, they enquired of 
Abraham, where his wife, Sarah, was. 
He replied, that ſhe was in the tent, to 
which he pointed. Hereupon they roſe, 
as if about to depart, ſaying to Abraham, 


that they ſhould ſoon be in that part of 


the country again, and ſhould then find 


The angels his wife, Sarah, a mother. Upon this 
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| hear the ' ſtrangers ſay, ſhe ſhould have a 


child at her advanced time of life, ſhe be- 
ing then ninety years of age, and her huſ- 
band an hundred. After this; the divine 
meſſengers threw off the garments which 
they had aſſumed by way of diſguiſe, and 
explained the purport of the commiſſion 
which God had appointed them to execute. 
They ſaid; that one of them was ſent to 


inform him that a ſon would be born to 


him, and that the other two were autho- 
riſed to bring about the utter extermination and predict 
of the inhabitants, and the ruin of the = 71 
buildings of the city of Sodom. | cy I * 
The prediction relating to Sodom af. dom, ver. 17, 
flicted the compaſſionate heart of Abraham, os 
who addreſſed himſelf to the Lord, praying, 
that the innocent might not be involved 
in the puniſhment of the guilty. God 
upon this informed him, that all the inha- 
bitants of the city were equally guilty, and 
if ten righteous men could be found among 
them, Br the ſake of thoſe ten, he would 
ſhew mercy to the reſt of the inhabitants. 
Upon' this, Abraham ceaſed to intercede in 
| behalf of the people of Sodom. 
The two angels who were commiſſioned Two of the 
to effect the ruin of Sodom went into that angels become 


| city, and being obſerved by Lot, he invited 3 ; 


them to take up their night's abode in his XIX. 1. 


houſe. Lot was naturally of a humane 
diſpoſition, and exceedingly hoſpitable to 
ſtrangers. In ſhort, Lot was in righteouſ- 
neſs and benevolence of diſpoſition, an ad- 
mirable imitation of the fine example ex- 
hibited in the conduct of Abraham. 

The inhabitants of the town obſerving Lot's houſe 
two ſtrangers enter the houſe of Lot, they beſet, ver. 4. 
ſurrounded his dwelling, endeayouring to 
force their way in, for the purpoſe of gra- 
tifying their unnatural propenſities by a 
violent aſſault upon their perſons; Lot 
enforced every argument in his power in 
recommendation of continence and hoſpi- 
tality, with a view of diverting them from 
the commiſſion of the abominable act of 
lewdneſs they were meditating againſt his 
gueſts: but finding his arguments could 
not prevail, he offered to ſurrender his two 
daughters into their power; but they re- 
jected this propoſal. Highly incenſed by 
the abominable wickedneſs of theſe people, 

God ſtruck the men who had endeavoured 

to gain acceſs to the habitation of Lot with 

a judicial blindneſs, and conſequently they yen of $o< 
were unable to find their way into the dom ſtruck 

houſe. - | VF OSS e blind, ver. 11. 
In conſequence of Lot being apprized by 
the two angels of the judgment that was to 
befal the city of Sodom, Lot departed from Lot departs, 

that place, being accompanied by his wife, fron . 
and his two maiden daughters. The per- 
ſons with whom the daughters were under | 
a contract of marriage, were earneſtly ſo- 


- 


promiſcAbra» Sarah was ann ſent for, and upon 
- 


a fon, ; FIT . 
ver. 10. Her arrival {he could not avoid ſmiling to 


„ ® ” 


licited to accompany Lot's family in their 
| | : flight 3 


a 2 
* < — 
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flight; but the perſuaſions uſed to induce! 
their compliance, they treated as proceed- 
ing from a diſtempered imagination, and, 
remaining in the city, they periſhed in the 


neral conflagration. | 


The deſtruc- 
tion of So- 
dom, ver. 24. 


his vengeance againſt this abominably de- 


every inhabitant it contained, were con- 
ſumed by a judicial fire ſegt from Heaven, 
and the circumjacent coufftry was thrown 


into a ſtate of irreparable deſolation, as ap- 


pears in my Commentaries don the Wars 
of the Jews. Lot's wife, either from curi- 
oſity, or compaſſion for the periſhing inha- 
bitants, in her flight with her huſband, 
looked back to ſurvey the deſtruction of the 
city, in direct violation of the command of 


God, who, as a puniſhment for that act of 


Lot's wife diſobedience, converted her into a pillar of 
ler of Bile falt *. This pillar of falt I have actually 
ver. 23. ſeen, and it remains to this time. | 
After the conflagration of Sodom, Lot 
and his daughters fled to a corner of the 
country called Zoar, which word in the 
Hebrew imports ſmall. This little tract 


of land was the only part of the province to 


which the deſolation did not extend. In 
Zoar they led a ſolitary life, conſidering 
themſelves as the only ſurvivors of the hu- 
man race. They imagined, that they 
ſhould be juſtifiable in adopting a ſtrata- 
gem, whereby the conſervation of the hu- 

man ſpecies might be effected. Impelled 
by this conſideration, the daughters went 
into bed to their father, after prevailing 
upon him to drink a ſufficient quantity of 
wine to overpower his ſenſes, and render 
him incapable of knowing what paſſed. In 
conſequence hereof, they both became 
pregnant, and each was delivered of a ſon, 
that of the eldeſt daughter being named 
Moab, and that of her ſiſter Ammon. 
Moab, in the Hebrew, ſignifies, of my 
father, and, in the ſame lauguage, Ammon 
purports, of my race. Moab was the pro- 
genitor of the Moabites, a great and power- 
ful people ; and from Ammon are deſcended 
the nation of Ammonites. Both theſe ge- 
nerations inhabit Cœle- Syria. 


CHAP XX; 


Abraham and Sarah repair to Gerar in 
Paleſtine. Abimelech in love with Sarah. 
He is admoniſhed in a dream to ſubdue his 
paſſion. The well of Berſube. In com- 
phance with the ſolicitation of Sarah, 

Hagar and Iſhmael are diſmiſſed from the 
family of Abraham. In her deſpair, 
Hagar is comforted by an Angel. The 


poſterity of 1/hmael. 


— 


* Vide Colomefius's Obſervat. Sacr. p. 111. and 


| 


every accommodation that could poſſibly 


e 


— 


— AO 


\ BRAHAM and Sarah ſet out for Abraham ang d 


Gerar in Paleſtine, Sarah ſtill paſſ- Sarah go u 
ing under the character of his ſiſter, in or- Foes” "oh 
der that ſhe might eſcape the amorous over- 


885 tures of Abimelech, king of Paleſtine. The 
God now directed the terrible ſhafts of 
| lent paſſion for Sarah, which he would 
generate race of people. The city, and| 


king, as was apprehended, conceived a vio- 


have attempted to have gratified, but for the 
interference of the providence of God, 
whereby he was afflicted with dangerous 
ſickneſs, in order that a check it be 
given to his intemperate deſires. a 
When the health of Abimelech was ſo 
much impaired, that his phyſicians de- 
ſpaired of his recovery, he was admoniſhed 
in a dream, againſt offering any violence to 
Sarah, ſhe not being the ſiſter, but the wife 
of the man ſhe accompanied. When 
Abimelech found his health in a favourable 
way of being reſtored, he informed his cour- 
tiers, and other perſons with whom he had 
an opportunity of converſing, of his having 
become enamoured of Sarah, and the admo- 
nition he had received in his dream ; con- 
cluding with deducing from the whole, that 
his indiſpoſition had been inflicted upon 
him as a judgment from Heaven, for hav- 
ing permitted his reaſon to be ſubdued by 
the intemperance of his carnal defires. 
By the advice of his friends, the king 


| diſpatched a meſſenger to command Abra- 
ham to appear in his preſence; and on his 


arrival, he informed him, that notwith- 
ſtanding his wife was in his power, and he 
had formed the deſign of deſpoiling her of 
her chaſtity, yet he reſtored her to her law- 
ful huſband with unpolluted purity, ap- 

ling to Heaven, and the conſcience of 
Sarah, for the truth of his aſſeveration, and 
ſolemnly declaring, that had he been ap- 
prized, that ſhe was the wife of Abraham, 
he would not have harboured the deſign of 


ſeducing her to tranſgreſs the ſacred obli- 


gation of her marriage vow, He expreſſed 

an earneſt defire of a reconciliation with 
Abraham, who he requeſted would not 

omit to include him in his prayers to the | 
Almighty. Abimelech informed Abraham, Abimelech 
that if he had an inclination to reſide in invites Abras 
his dominions, he ſhould be provided with _— 
contribute to his convenience, agreeable ac- 
commodation, and happineſs ; or, if it was 

his inclination to depart from that country, 

he would provide guides and carriages to at- 

tend him to the place of his deſtination. To 

reſcue himſelf from the imputation of hav- 

ing recourſe to the mean and contemptible 

arts of fraud and deception, Abraham ex- 
plained, that Sarah was connected with him 

in a double capacity, ſhe being the daugh- 

ter of his r way and therefore connected 

with him by an alliance of blood, previous 


to the ſolemnization of their marriage. 


Huetius's Alnet. Queſt. L. II. p. 193. 


Abraham contended, that he was not the 


intentional 
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HAP. XIII.] 


intentional cauſe of the indiſpoſition of 


4 Abimelech, for whoſe recovery, and ſuc- 


ceſs in all the purſuits of Jife, he expreſſed 
himſelf to be much intereſted; and he 
concluded with expreſſing an inclination 
to eſtabliſh his reſidence in Melchiſedech's 
dominions. At length the king generouſly 
offered to aſſign to the uſe of Abraham a 
-certain portion of land; and, as a further 
proof of his friendſhip, propoſed contract- 
ing a permanent alliance with him, accord- 
ing to the conditions of which, both par- 
ties were to conduct themſelves towards 
each other in an honourable correſpon- 
dence of reciprocal friendſhip. This league 
between Melchiſedech and Abraham was 
confirmed and ratified at a well called Ber- 
zerſube, or ſube (or the well of the oath) ; which 
each. of name it bears at this time. 

Jen. XXI. A ſhort time after the above tranſactions, 
Sarah, agreeable to the prediction of God, 
Erde birth of brought forth a ſon; and, in obedience to 
Ifaac, ver. 2, the divine command, Abraham gave him 
3˙ the name of Iſaac. This name, in the 
Hebrew, ſignifies laughter, and was given 
in alluſion to Sarah's ſmiling when the 


angels foretold that ſhe ſhould become 


pregnant at her advanced time of life. 
The eighth day after his birth, Iſaac was 
circumciſed. . The ſolemnity of circumci- 
fion is at .this time obſerved by the Jews. 
Iſhmael was not circumciſed till his thir- 


who derive their origin from him, do not 
ſubmit to that ceremony till they have at- 
tained the ſame age. 

Till the birth of Ifaac, Sarah entertained 
a moſt tender affection towards Iſhmael], 
the ſon of Hagar: but afterwards ſhe was 
averſe to the two ſons of Abraham being 
brought up together. Every poſſible care 
and attention was employed in the educa- 
cation of Iſhmael, he being conſidered as 
the preſumptive heir to the government. 


Iſhmael being the elder, Sarah was appre- | 


henſive, that in cafe of Abraham's deceaſe, 
he might erect a claim to the lawful inhe- 
ritance of her ſon Ifaac; and therefore, 
to ſecure the ſucceſſion of the government 


Sarah ſolicits to the latter, ſhe urged every argument in 
Abraham to 


diſmiſs Hagar 


and Ihmael, diſpoſe of Hagar and Iſhmael in ſome re- 


ver. 10, 


mote part of the land. Abraham at firſt 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed this propoſition, inaſ- 
much as to expoſe a helpleſs woman and 
her innocent child to want and wretched- 
neſs would be an act of barbarity diſgrace- 


W 


* Though Iſhmael is called a child, he was about 
fifteen years of age at this time. It was the cuſtom 
in the early ages for fathers to ſend their younger 


ſons away from them, in order to form an inde-| 


pendent ſettlement. Jacob was diſmiſſed in the 
fame manner from Iſaac ; and it is only from our 
Ignorance of the cuſtoms and manners of ancient 


times, when every part abounded with the neceſla- || 


her power to prevail upon her huſband to 
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28 
ful to human natufe. At length, by the 
command of God, Abraham complied 
with Sarah's requeſt, and delivering the 
child to Hagar, he gave her a portion of 
bread and water, and commanded her to 
* depart from his habitation. | 
After purſuing her journey for ſome 
time, the water Hagar had taken with her 
was expended, and the child appeared to 
be on the point of periſhing through ex- 
ceſſive thirſt, In this extremity of di- 
ſtreſs, ſhe laid Iſhmael at the foot of a 
fir- tree, and retired to ſome diſtance from 
the ſpot, in order that ſhe might avoid the 
horror of beholding her ſon in the laſt 
agonies of death. While in this ſtate of 
deſperation, an angel appeared to her, and Hagar com- 
after ſhewing her a neighbouring fountain, _ 4 
admoniſhed her to be attentive to the ſafety amoniſhed 
of her ſon, adding, that on his preſervation * W 1 
her own happineſs would depend. This ver. * i 
circumſtance revived the ſpirits of the diſ- 
conſolate woman, who continued to wander 
through the country till ſhe met with a 
company of ſhepherds, whoſe ſociety con- 
tributed much to her relief. 3 
Iſhmael having arrived to the ſtate of Immael's 
man, his mother gave him in marriage to twelve ſons. 
a woman who was a native of Egypt, by 
whom he had the twelve following ſons: 
+ Nabaioth, Cedar, Abdeel, Mabſamus, 


| Moſmaus, Idumus, Maſſaus, Chodad, The- 
teenth year; and therefore the Arabians, | 


man, Jetur, Nephaith and Cadmas. Theſe 
ſons of Iſhmael had poſſeſſion of all the 
country from the Euphrates to the Black 
ſea, which bears the name of Nabathea. 
The Arabians are deſcended from them; 
and by the dignity of Abraham, and their 
own valour, they were enabled to impoſe: 
names upon, and exerciſe authority over, 
the ſeveral Arabian tribes. 


CHAP. XIII. 

The Almighty commands Abraham to ſacri- 
Ace his Fa Jſaac. His implicit obedience 
to the divine will, His pathetic addreſs 

to his beloved Son. The faith and refg- 
nation of TJaac. When Abraham is pre- 
paring to kill his ſon, he is reſtrained froin 
that aft by a voice from Heaven. God 
ſubſtitutes a ram jor a ſacrifice in the 
room of Jſaac. Abraham and Iſaac ac- 
knowledge the infinite goodneſs of God. 


SAAC, the only fon of Abraham and 
Sarah, was given as a reward for his 
father's righteouſneſs, to be a bleſſing and 


A. 


— 


ries of life, that we impute cruelty to Abraham 
with regard to Hagar and Iſhmael. By bread and 
water various kinds of proviſions are meant, 

+ In Scripture the orthography is as follows : 
Nebajoth, Kader, Abdeel, Mibfam, Miſhma, Du- 
mah, Maſſa, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphiſh, Kede- 
mah. Gen. XXV. 13, 14, 15. 


G comfort 
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comfort to him and his wife in their old 


age. The tenderneſs and affection of the 
parents were repaid and juſtified by the 
exemplary piety and virtue which Iſaac 


manifeſted at a very early time of life. 


Happy in the proſpect of having ſo wor- 
thy and excellent a ſucceſſor, Abraham 
was prepared chearfully to refign his life 
to him from whom he had received it, 


and to tranſmit his authority and all his 


poſſeſſions to his beloved ſon, who every 
day afforded new inſtances of his piety to- 
wards God, and filial reverence and reſpect 
to his parents. | 
It was the pleaſure of the Almighty to 
make a further proof of the piety and re- 
ſignation of Abraham ; and for that pur- 
ole, after recapitulating the victories he 
had obtained, the wealth he had acquired, 
and the various bleſſings conferred upon 


him, particularly in the birth of his fon | 


Iſaac, the Lord was pleaſed to demand as 

an indubitable proof of his faith and obe- 

dience, that he ſhould be offered up as a 

The faith of ſacrifice upon an altar to be erected upon 


33 1* the mountain of Moriah. Abraham, whoſe 


XXII. 1. 
leaſt heſitation as to becoming the humble 
inſtrument of yielding back the life which 


his dear ſon had received from the all- 
Abraham's hountiful Creator. Without intimating | 
faith and obe- his deſign, either to his wife or any other | 
of his family, leſt it ſhould be oppoſed | 


dicnce; VET, 3 " 


by them, Abraham departed for mount 
Moriah, being accompanied by his ſon, 
and attended by two domeſtics, the mate- 
rials for erecting the altar being carried 
upon an aſs. On the third day they ar- 
rived within ſight of the mountain, on the 
ſummit of which David afterwards built 
a temple. Leaving the ſervants in a field 
in the plain, Abraham and Ifaac, who 
was now twenty-five years of age, aſcend- 
ed the mount. The altar being prepared, 
Iſaac took notice that his father had pro- 
vided no victim ; and therefore he enquired 


what he intended to offer as a ſacrifice. | 


Abraham faid in reply, that God, who had 
power of ſupplying thoſe in want, and of 
taking away from thoſe enjoying abund- 
ance, if an oblation would be acceptable to 
him, would doubtleſs provide a victim for 
ſacrifice. | 
Abraham 
pathetically laid upon it, Abraham addreſſed his ſon to 
nccreſſesllac the following effect: My dearly beloved 
altar, ver. 8. ſon, you were given to me in conſequence 
of my earneſt ſupplications to almighty 
God; and ſince your birth, I have omitted 
no endeavour within the compaſs of my 
power in your maintenance and education. 
The greateſt happineſs I wiſhed to enjoy 
in this world was to fee you arrived at the 
age of maturity. My deſign was, when 
the Almighty ſhould pleaſe to take me to 


love of God was unlimitted, made not the | 


The altar being raiſed, and the wood | 


to do while remaining with me in this 


| 


himſelf, to make you the inheritor of my 
authority and dominions. But ſince God, 
who gave you to my prayers, is pleaſed 
to command me to return you to him, I 
admoniſh you to acquit yourſelf with for- 
titude on this oecafion of pious neceſſity. 
In return for the bleflings God has heaped 
upon us hoth in war and in peace, he 
requires the life of my tenderly beloved 
{on ; and therefore you are dedicated to be- 
come the ſacrifice to his divine will. The 
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law of nature requires that all who live 


ſhall die; and it is not poſſible that you 
ſhould, end your days more gloriouſly than 
by falling under the hand of your own fa- 
ther, as a facrifice to the great Author of 
your being, who has rather choſen to re- 
ceive your ſoul into eternity amidſt fervent 
prayers and righteous ejaculations, than 
that you ſhould die by ſickneſs, the chance 
of war, or any other common accident to 
which human nature is liable. Reflect 
then, that in the heavenly ſtation to which 


you are deemed worthy to be called, you 


will become the interceſſor and mediator 
in my behalf to the Almighty, and thereby 
more effectually ſupport and comfort me 
in my age, than you could poſſibly be able 
ſtate of ſublunary exiſtence.” 9775 
Iſaac heard the above addreſs with a de- 
gree of patience, reſignation and fortitude, 
becoming one deſcended from fo wiſe and 
good a man as Abraham. When his fa- 
ther had concluded, Iſaac ſaid, that if he 
was not diſpoſed freely to ſurrender his life 
to almighty God and his father, from whom 
he received it, he ſhould be unworthy of 
any of the bleſſings he had enjoyed; he 
avowed himſelf ready and willing to ſubmit 
to the will of God, and added, that he 
would, with chearfulneſs, have reſigned 


| his life, if his father only had demanded 


it, He then advanced to the altar, and re- 
clined himſelf upon it, as a voluntary vic- 
tim for {laughter : but at the inſtant Abra- 
ham was about to deprive his ſon of life, 


God called upon him aloud from Heaven, A voice from 
to reſtrain his hand, ſaying, he did not Heaven calls 


demand the life of Ifaac becauſe he derived 


upon Abra- 
ham to ſpare 


ſatisfaction from the ſpilling of human Iſaae, ver. 12, 
blood, or from a defire of making a fa- 


ther the inſtrument of his child's death : 
but he had ordered the ſacrifice of Iſaac for 
no other purpoſe than to put the faith and 
reſignation of Abraham to the proof. The 


Lord was then pleaſed to inform Abraham, 
that having received ſo ſignal an evidence 


of his righteouſneſs and reſignation, he 


would confirm and ratify to him all his 


former promiſes. God faid Abraham's ſa- 
crifice was acceptable; that he would never 


forſake him or his poſterity ; that the life of 


his ſon Iſaac ſhould be long and happy; 
that his poſterity ſhould be a ſucceſſion of 


illuſtrious 


Caae. XIV.] 


illuſtrious men, who ſhould rule over and | 


preſcribe laws for the government of many 


kingdoms ; and that the deſcendants of 


Iſaac ſhould, by the force of arms, ſubdue 


the land of Canaan, and acquire ſuch wealth, 


' renown and happineſs as ſhould make them 


objects of the admiration and envy of the 
reſt of the world. 


No ſooner had God expreſſed himſelf to 


the purpoſe above mentioned, than a ram 


Iſaac for a ſacrifice. 


miraculouſly appeared before Abraham-an 
After the ſurprize 


occaſioned by this circumſtance had abated, 


they embraced each other in a tranſport of 
joy, bleſſing God for his acts of unbounded 


A ram for a 
ſacrifice in- 
ſtead of Iſaac, 
ver. 13. 


goodneſs and gracious promiſes; and ha- 
ving made their oblation, they proceeded 
on their return to Sarah, attended by the 
bleſſing of God, whereby they were made 


happy and proſperous in all their under- 


Gen. XXIII. 


lt, 2. 


takings to the end of their days. 


HAF XIV. 
The death of Sarah. 


OON after the circumſtances recorded 
in the preceding chapter, Sarah died, 


being then an * hundred and twenty-ſeven 


years old, and ſhe was buried at Hebron. 


＋ The Canaanites were deſirous of giving 


interment to the remains of Sarah, and alſo 
of erecting a monument to her memory: 
but Abraham declined their offer, prefering 
rather to purchaſe a piece of land, for a 
place of interment for himſelf and the _ 
ple of his family. Accordingly Abraham 


purchaſed a fpot of ground for this purpoſe 


of a native of Hebron, named Ephraim, 
for the ſum of four hundred 4 ſhekels; 
and in this place the body of Sarah was 
depoſited. In the above place the ſe- 
pulchres of Abraham and ſeveral of his 
deſcendants are ſtill be ſeen. 


CHA P. XV. 


Abraham marries a ſecond wife, named Che- 


* Sarah is the only woman whoſe age is aſcer- 
tained in Scripture. | Es 
And Abraham ſtood up before his dead, and 
ſpake unto the ſons of Heth, ſaying, I ama ſtranger 


and a ſojourner with you: give me a poſſeſhon of 


a burying place with you, that I may bury m dead 
out of my fight. And the children of Heth an- 
ſwered Abraham, ſaying unto him, Hear us, my 
lord: thou art a mighty prince among us; in the 
choice of our ſepulchres bury thy dead: none of 
us ſhall withhold from thee his ſepulcre, but that 
thou mayeſt bury thy dead.” Gen. XXIII, 3, 4, 5,6. 
Each family had a diſtinct ſepulcre for itſelf ; and 
the offer of ſeicting the moſt magnjhcent among 
them for the interment of Sarah, thews in what high 
veneration the pati iarch's character was held. He 
was, as the Hebrew expreſſes it, a prince of Elolim, 


or God. | 


t The ſhekel meant here was the common ſhe- 
kel of filver, in value about two ſhillings, one pen- 


ture of many 


ny, and three eighths of our money; ſo that the 
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tura. The iſſue of this marridge; The 


27 


fable of Hercules. Abraham propoſes ro 


marry Jſuac to Rebecca, the grand- 
daughter of Nachor. Formality of an 
oath. Tnſtance of the kindneſs of Rebecca, 
who ig delivered up to Abraham's fleward. 


OME time after the deceaſe of his 
wife Sarah, Abraham contracted || mar- 
riage with Chetura; and ſhe brought him 
ſix ſons, whoſe name were, \ Zembran, 


The offspring 
of Abrabam 
and Chetura, 


Jazar, Madan, Madian, Jozubac, and Suus. 


They proved men diſtinguiſhed for their 
wiſdom, {kill and induſtry. 

The two ſons of Suus were named Sa- 
bathan and Dadan. Dadan's ſons were 
Latuſim, Aſſur and Luom. Epha, Opher, 
Enoch, Ebidas, and Eldas were the five 
ſons of Madian. a | 

In purſuance of the advice of Abrahatn, 
the above mentioned people diſperſed 
themſelves, and formed different ſettle- 


ments in the country of the Troglodytes, 


and that part of Arabia Felix lying towards 
the Red ſea. Some writers are of opinion, 


that the above mentioned is the ſame 


Opher, who led a powerful army into Ly- 
bia, and ſubjugated that country to his 
dominion. The government of Lybia de- 


volving to his ſucceſſors, they gave it the 
name of Aphrica, according to the conjec- 


learned men. This opi- 
nion is eſpouſed by Alexander Polyhiſtor, 


who ſays, Cleodemus, otherwiſe called 


Malchus, the prophet, in his Hiſtory of 
Jews, written after the manner of Moſes, 
their law-giver, mentions ſeveral of the 
children of Abraham and Chetura by name, 
ſaying that the Syrians received their name 
from Surim; and the city of Aphra, and 
the country of Aphrica, being named after 
Japhran and Apheran. Theſe are the peo- 
ple who are ſaid to have fought Libya and 


Antæus under the command of Hercules, 


who, according to the ſtory, eſpouſed the 
daughter of Aphra, and had by her Dedor, 
the father of Sophon, from whom the 


amount of the four hundred ſhekels was about forty 


pounds, five ſhillings and ten pence. | 
No the ſons of Keturah, Abraham's con- 
cubine,” &c. I. Chron. I, 32. Hence it appears 
that ſhe was Abraham's concubine, and not his 
wife, But Moſes ſays, Then 2gain Abraham 
took a wife, and her name was Keturah.“ Gen. 
XXV. 1. Though they might have cohabited to- 
gether without the ceremony of marriage being ob- 
ſerved, as was in numerous inftances deemed ne- 
ceſſary tor increaſing the inhabitants of the earth in 
the early ages; yet it is probab'e that Motes gives 
Keturah the honourable appellation of Abraham's 
wife, in order to avoid giving countenance to his 


example being adopted in ſubſequent generations. 


$ In Scripture they ate called Zimran, Jokſhan, 
Medan, Midian, Iſhbak, and Shuah, Gen. XXV. 
2. 3, &c, The children of Jokſhan were Sheba and 
Dedan. Dedan had three ſone, named Aſhurim, 
Letuſhim, and Leummin. The ſons of Midian 
were Ephah, Fph-r, Hanoch, Abidah, an Eldaah. 
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appellation of the barbarous people called 
Sophaces was derived. 

Abraham At this time Abraham conceived an 
propoſes 2 idea of effecting a matrimonial alliance be- 
alliance be. tween his ſon Iſaac, who was about forty 
tween his ſon years of age, and Rebecca, the grand- 
Tac bende daughter of his brother Nachor. In pur- 
grand. daugh- ſuance of this. deſign, he determined to 
ener Jes, diſpatch a confidential ſervant to demand 
XXIV. 4. Rebecca as a wife for his ſon. Previous 

to giving him the commiſſion for propoſing 
An oath of the treaty of marriage, Abraham adminiſ- 


fidelity ad- tered an oath to the domeſtic, who was to 
miniſtered to 


Abraham's negociate this buſineſs, purporting, that he 
ſervant. ſhould diſcharge his truſt with fidelity. 


Having bound himſelf under the folemn 
obligation of an oath, by putting his hand 
under his maſter's *. thigh, Abraham gave 
his ſervant authority to propoſe the mar- 
riage ; and having provided him with 
divers preſents for the family he was to 
viſit, more curious in their nature, and 
of a higher value, than were often ſeen in 
that country, the man ſet forward on his 
journey, being furniſhed with proviſions 
and ſuch other articles as he was likely to 
have occaſion for. He was to paſs through 
part of + Meſopotamia, where in ſummer 


there is a great ſcarcity of water, and in 


winter the roads are extremely inconve- 
nient to paſſengers, owing to the looſeneſs 
of the ſoil; and excluſive of thoſe diſad- 
vantages, the country was infeſted with 
great numbers of robbers. However, he 
ſurmounted every dithculty he had to 
encounter, and at length, arrived at Char- 
ran. te 

Upon entering the ſuburbs of the town, 
he obſerved a number of young maidens 
going to the | wells for water. Hereupon, 
he devoutly addreſſed himſelf to Heaven, 
ſupplicating, if the Almighty approved the 
alliance he was commiſſioned to propoſe, 
that Rebecca might be among the number 
of the young women who were going to 
the wells for water; and further, that he 
might know her by the circumſtance 
of her preſenting him with water to 


1 


— 


* And Abraham ſaid unto the eldeſt ſervant of 
his houſe, that ruled over all he had, put, I pray 
thee, thy hand under my thigh : and I will make 
thee ſwear by the Lord, the God of Heaven, and the 
God of earth, that thou ſhalt not take a wife unto 
my ſon of the daughters of the Canaanites : but thou 
ſhalt go into my country, and to my kindred, and 
take a wife unto my ſon Iſaac, Gen. XXIV. 2, 3, 4.” 
The uſual way of taking an oath was by putting the 
hand under the thigh; this method being practiced 
not only by the Hebrews, but alſo by all the Oriental 
nations. With reſpe& to the origin of the ceremony, 
conjectures are various; however, it was not the cere- 
monial part, but the words which were binding. The 
ſolemnity of the oath proves the purity of Abraham's 
religion. He ſwears by the Lord, the God of Hea- 
ven, and the God of earth ;” for the omnipreſence of 
the Creator renders him a proper object of ſo ſolemn 


C 


} 


| 


U 


drink, after the others had rejected his re- 


queſt. 
Approaching the well where the virgins 
were aſſembled, he ſeverally requeſted the 
others to oblige him with a draught of 
water to. refreſh his ſpirits which were 
exhauſted by the fatigue of a long journey: 
but they declined a compliance, ſome al- 
ledging that it was difficult to obtain, and 
others ſaying they drew water for them- 
ſelves and not for ſtrangers; ſo that, in 
ſhort, under a variety of pretexts, his requeſt 
was refuſed by them all except one. At 
length, one of the virgins reproved her com- 
panions for the incivility of their behaviour 
to a ſtranger and a traveller, whom they 
might have accommodated with the re- 
frethment he required, with very ſmall in- 
convenience to themſelves. She then, in 
the moſt courteous manner, || preſented 
him her pitcher, in order that he might 
ſatisfy his thirſt. This inſtance of a kind 
and hoſpitable temper, he. conſidered as an 
occurrence.auſpicious to. the ſucceſs of his 
negociation. However, to remove his 
doubts, as to the family from which the 
young woman who had behaved in ſo gra- 
cious a manner to him was deſcended, he, 
in a modeſt and reſpectful manner, after 
acknowledging his gratitude for her civility, 
enquired the names of the perſons who 
had the happineſs of poſſeſſing ſo excellent 


in marriage to one with whom ſhe might 
enjoy every comfort and happineſs of which 
human nature was capable. With the 
utmoft condeſcention the replied, that her 
name was Rebecca; adding that the was 
the daughter of Bathuel, who upon his 
deccaſe, tome conſiderable time before, left 
her and her mother, together with his 
whole property, under the management of 
her brother Laban. Tranſported by this 
information, he conceived a' full reliance 
that the Almighty would ſecure a proſper- 
ous iſſue to the buſineſs in which he had 
engaged. He then preſented to the young 


= 


— 


an appeal, and by his omnipotence he is capable of 
venging a forfeiture of the obligation. 

+ Abraham laid an injunction upon him to go 
into Meſopotamia, the place of his nativity, and not 
to contract his fon to a Canaanitiſh woman; the 


abominable wickednels. . 

According to the cuſtums of the eaſtern coun- 
tries, a part of the employment of the young wo- 
men was to draw water from the wells, as appears 
from 1. Samuel, IX. 11. And they went up the 
hill to the city, and found young maidens going 
out to draw water.“ 

| The kindneſs and hoſpitality of Rebecca on 
this occaſion are a proof of the diſcretion of Abra- 
ham's ſervant, who was deſirous of ſelecting a wife 
for Iſaac of a diſpoſition capable of rendering her 
worthy his affeRion, 


1 


| maiden 


a daughter, concluding with a prayer, that 
it might be their good fortune to give her 


inhabitants of Canaan being immerſed in the moſt 


[Book I 


The Cour; 
teous bchas 
viour of Re- 
becca to 
Abraham's 
eward, ver. 
18, 19, Le. 


Cua?. XVI.] 


maiden a “ chain and other ornaments! 
which generally prove acceptable to women 
of her age, thereby at once acknowledging 
the obligation ſhe had conferred upon him, 
and faciliting his introduction to a family, 
to obtain an intereſt in which was the great 
object of his journey. He then requeſted 
Rebecca would inform him, whether the 
family, of which ſhe was a part, could ac- 
commodate him with a lodging for that 
night ; for as the evening was approaching, 
it might be dangerous for him to continue 
his journey till the following day ; and he 
ſaid, that he had in his cuſtody a valuable 
charge of jewels and other female ornaments, 
and he could not depoſit theſe articles in 
greater ſafety than under the roof of her 
relations, ſince he might fairly eſtimate the 
honour and integrity of the mother and ſon, 


from the virtuous diſpoſition he had diſco-| 


vered in herſelf : in concluſion he ſaid, that 
he meant not to be an incumbrance upon 
tHe family, for he would chearfully defray 
all expences attending his entertainment. 
In reply, Rebecca faid, he had acted right in 
profeſſing a favourable opinion of the hoſ- 


pitality of her relations: but the requeſted 
he would do them the juſtice to ſuppoſe, | 


that they poſſeſſed a generoſity of mind 


that would not permit them to receive any 


gratuity for ſuch accommodation as they 
ſhould be able to afford him ; and conclud- 
ed with informing him, that the would 
apply for her brother's permiſhon to intro- 

duce him to the family. 
Ne Having obtained her brother's conſent, 
brother hoſ. Rebecca invited him into the habitation, 
kunt Aber when + Laban ordered his ſervants to take 
ham's{-rvaut, proper care of the ſtranger's mules, and re- 
"er. 37, ce. gnelted that his gueſt would refreſh him 
ſelf with a ſupper. I After the meal, the 
ſtranger communicated to the mother and 
brother of Rebecca, the object of his viſit. 
Addreſſing his diſcourſe to the mother he 


Abrabam's ſpoke in the following terms: I am come 


_ ben to your habitation by the command of 
riage between Abraham, my maſter, the ſon of Thares, 


Rebecca and and your kinſman, Nachor, the grandfa- 


Iſaac, ver, 345 


3% de. ther of your ſon and dau 


ghter being Abra- 
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ham's brother by the ſame father and mo-| 
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ther: The commiſſion which I am in- 
truſted to execute is, to propoſe an alli- 
ance by marriage between Rebecca and 
Iſaac, the heir and only ligitimate fon of 
my maſter Abraham. So great are the 
conſequence and influence of Abraham; 
that he 1 45 ſelect a wife for his ſon 
from any of the great families of his own 
country; but preterring an alliance with 
his own blood, he has made his election in 
your family, and has authoriſed me to de- 
mand this virgin as a bride for his fon. It 

is my earneſt requeſt, that you will not 
oppoſe the overture I have made, fince 
the Almighty has plainly manifeſted him- 
ſelf in favour of the alliance; for it 'was 
by an extraordinary interference of Heaven 
that I was induced to addreſs myſelf to this 
virgin, and to become a gueſt in this habi- 
tation; and further, ſeveral auſpicious cir- 
cumſtances occurred to me during my jour- 
ney, which contribute to an affurance that 
the propoſed marriage has the approbation 
of the divine Power. Upon approaching 
this town, I obſerved ſeveral maidens go- 
ing to the wells for water, when I fer- 
vently prayed, that I might be directed to 
this virgin; and by. the impulſe of the di- 
vine Providence I addreſſed myſelt to her; 
therefore the alliance plainly appearing to 
have received the approbation and ſanction 
of Heaven; my earneſt ſupplication is, that 
yau will conſent to the union of Rebecca 
with my maſter's ſon Ifaac.” This offer 
was ſo advantageous to the family, and ſo 
manifeſtly agreeable to the will of the Al- 
mighty, that the mother and brother of the 
maiden made no heſitation in granting their 
conſent ; and therefore Rebecca was deli- The treaty of 
vered into the care of the ſteward, accord- marriage 
ing to the conditions of the treaty ; and he gude 
conducted her in ſafety p Ifaac, who ef- delivered to 
pouſed her, he having now ſucceeded - to N 
the poſſeſſions of his father Abraham, whoſe ne rap 
ſons by Chetura had difperſed themſelves 


into different provinces, 
„ & Þv :3V$; 


The death and funeral of the 


patriarch 
Abraham. 5 


— 


* «And when ſhe had done giving him drink, ſhe 
ſaid, I will draw water for thy camels alſo, until 
they have done drinking. And ſhe haſted, and 
emptied her pitcher into a trough, and ran again 
unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his 
camels. And the man wondering at her, held his 


peace, to wit, whether the Lord had made his jour- | 


ney proſperous or not. And it came to paſs, as the 
camels had done drinking, that the man toak a gol- 
den ear ring of half a ſhekel weight, and two brace 

le s for her hands of ten ſhekels weight of gold.” 
Gen. XXIV. 19, 20, 21, 22. According to Scrip- 
ture, the benevolence of Rebecca, we ſee, extended 
to the brute creation. The word tranflated ear - ring, 


being in the ſingular number, probably was meant 
to imply the ſame kind of ornament which in 


m__ 


other parts of the Scripture is called a noſe-jewel, 
W riters vary in their eftimation of the value of theſe 
preſents, ſome computing them at eighteen guineas, 
and others at upwards of five-and-twenty pounds 
ſterling. | 

+ 1 hough Abraham's ſervant was an en ire ſtran- 
ger to Laban, before imparting the advantageous of- 
ter he had io make, he was received with that kind- 
neſs, hoſpitali.y and benevolence, fo highly charac- 
teriſtic of the amiable ſimplicity of the manners of 5 
ancient times. ; 

This does not correſpond with the Scripture, 
where it is ſaid, And there was ſet meat before 
him to et: but he ſaid, 1 will not eat, until 1 have 
told my errand;” Gen. XXIV. 33. | 


H SOME 
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The death 
and burial of 
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was the favourite of the father; and the 
youngeſt, whoſe name was Jacob, was the 
darling of the mother. At this time a A f. mine in 
a dreadful famine prevailed in Canaan ; and C241, Gen, 
there being an abundance of all the nece :- 
faries of life in Egypt, Iſaac formed a de- j(,.c ge 
ſign of going into that country: but God Gerar, 11. 
diverted him from his purpoſe, and he 10 
went to Gerar. On account of the former 


OME ſhort time after the ſolemnizati- 
ee on of the marriage of Iſaac and Re- 
Gen. XXV. becca, Abraham“ departed this life. He 
vor. 75 8,9. was a man diſtinguiſhed for many and em- 
inent virtues, and was exceedingly beloved 
by God, and held in the higheſt reſpect and 
veneration by men. At the time of his de- 
ceaſe, he was one hundred and ſeventy- five 
years of age. Ifaac and Iſhmael under- 


took the care of his funeral, and depoſited 
the remains of their righteous father by the 
ſide of the body of Sarah at Hebron. 


CHAP; XVI. 
Rebecca delivered of Jacob and Efau. A 


alliance contracted with Abraham, on his 
firſt arrival, king Abimelech received and 
behaved towards him with every appearance 
and reſpect and friendſhip; but the good cor- 
reſpondence between them was not of long 
continuance. The Þ king perceiving that 
Iſaac had obtained a greater ſhare of the fa- 


vour of God than himſelf, his diſguſt and 
enmity towards him became manifeſt on di- 
vers occaſions : Ifaac obſerved this change 
of diſpoſition, and knowing it to proceed 
from envy, he retired from Gerar into a 
valley in the neighbourhood of that place. 
While Ifaac was || digging in the valley 
in ſearch of water, Abimelech's ſhepherds 
violently aflaulted him, and interrupted his 
labours ; not diſpoſed to maintain a conten- 
tion with theſe people, he removed to ano- 
ther ſpot, and there dug, in hopes of find- 
ing water, but being again diſturbed by the 
ſame ſhepherds, he reſolved to poſtpone his 
purpoſe till a more favourable opportunity. 
He afterwards renewed his labours, and ob- 
tained the king's permiſſion to dig. The 
place where he made his third attempt he 
called & Roobath, ſignifying large, or ſpaci- 
ous, becauſe his cattle had now room to feed 
[at large, and range the country in ſearch 
of better paſture. The ſpot where he was 
firſt aſſaulted by the ſhepherds he called Eſ- 
con, purporting contention ; and to the 
place where he was next interrupted he 
gave the name of Sitenna, the meaning of 


famine in Canaan, Iſaac makes a jour- 
ney to Gerar. After a diſagreement with 
Abimelech,” Iſaac renews his alliance with 
that King. Efau marries two Wives 

rom Canaan, Iſuac ſends Ejau to hunt, 
and in his abſence Facob perſonates him, 
and obtains his father's bleſſing. Ejau's 
diſappointment. Jacob retires into Me- 
ſopotamia, fearing his brother might a- 
venge the injury he had done him. Eſau 
eſpouſes an Iſbmaelitiſb woman. 


| ſhort time after the deceaſe of Abra- 
a ham, Iſaac's wife, Rebecca, was 
found to be pregnant; and her ſize was ſo 
extraordinarily increaſed, that her huſband 
became exceedingly apprehenſive for her 
ſafety. Under this depreſſion of ſpirits, he 
addreſſed himſelf to God, praying that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to reveal the 
cauſe of Rebecca's unuſual appearance. 
The Almighty condeſcended to inform him, 
that his wife would be delivered of twins, 
from whom two f great and powerful nati- 
ons would deſcend, and be diſtinguifh- 
ed under their names, adding, that in pro- 
ceſs of time the youngeſt would became the || which is, enmity, or hatred. 
moſt powerful. Ihe daily increaſe of the power, autho- 
A ſhort time after this prediction, Re- rity, wealth, influence and reputation of 
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_ and hecca was delivered of two ſons at a birth, || Iſaac, occaſioned Abimelech to look upon 
of 8 5. one of them being covered with hair from || him with an eye of jealouſy. His conſcience 
89 ; 


head to foot, and the other holding him 
by the heel as they came into the world. 
The elder of theſe was named Eſau, or 
Seir, importing hair, in the Hebrew : he 


upbraided him with having practiced in- 
ſincerity towards Iſaac; who he was ap- 
prehenſive, upon contraſting the counte- 
nance he had formerly thewn him with his 
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* The Scripture ſays, “ Then Abraham gave up 
the Ghoſt,” Gen. XXV. S. This phraſe ſignifies 
to die without pain or agony. 

I The two nations were the Iſraelites and the 
Edomites. "The Edomites deſcended from Eſau, 
as did the Iſraelites from Jacob. Their religions, 
cuſtoms and manners greatly differed, and they were 
continually at variance with each other. As they 
grew up, the purſuits and inclinations of Eſau and 
Jacob were oppoſite ; and the ſame diverſity pre- 
vailed with their poſterity ; a mutual diſcord and 


enmity conſtantly being maintained between the | 


two nations that were founded by theſe brothers. 

1 And Abimelech ſaid unto Ifaar, go from us, for 
thou art much mightier than we,” Gen. XXVI. 16. 
Thus we ſee that notwithſtanding the league con- 


tracted with Abraham, and his former profeſſions of 
kindneſs, Abimelech was induced by a ſelfiſh diſpo- 
ſition, to order the departure cf Iſaac from the city. 
According to the common policy of kings, he wiſh- 
ed his departure, leſt an increale- of power ſhould 
render him a foraudable rival. 

| The meaning is that Iſaac ſuperintended his 
herdſmen while they were digging The Hebrews 
-alls the water of ſprings, living waters, to diſtinguiſh 
it from rain water, which people ſaved in ciſterns and 
other veſſels. T he value of a. fpring was dou" tleſs 
the cauſe of contention with Iſaac and the herdſ- 
men, the latter claiming a right to the ſpring, 
becauſe it was found. upon their maſter's ground, 

$ I he names in Scripture are Rehoboth, Eſek, 


and Sitnah, Gen, XXVI. 20, 21, 22. 


late 


$ ap.” XVII.] 


late unfriendly conduct, might be inſtigated 

to purſue meaſures for E revenge: 

and upon conſidering, that he might prove 

a formidable and dangerous enemy, he de- 

termined immediately to repair to Iſaac, in 

order to propoſe a renewal of their treaty 

of alliance and friendſhip. Accompanied 

by the great officers of his court and ſome 

of his friends, who were to become parties 

e alliance in the treaty, he repaired to Iſaac, who 

hk —_— from a pious veneration to the memory of 

Ile renen- the good offices his father had received at 

Wed, ver. 31. the hands of the “ king, and the friendſhip 

that had long ſubſiſted between them, was 

eaſily prevailed upon to agree to an accom- 

modation of all differences and animoſities; 

and the treaty was accordingly renewed and 
ratified with the uſual formalities. 

When he was about forty years of age, 
Eſau, the favorite ſon of Iſaac, 4 married 
Adah, the daughter of Elon, and F Ali- 
bama, the daughter of || Eſbion. Theſe 
were women of high rank among the Ca- 
naanites. Eſau contracted theſe alliances 
unknown to his father, who, had he been 
conſulted, could ſcarcely have been ex- 
pected to have given them the ſanction of 
his approbation ; for he had made a firm 
determination never to enter into any treaty 
or contract with the people of Canaan. 
However, as Iſaac was averſe from proceed- 
ing to the extremity of compelling his ſon 
to repudiate his wives, he paſſed over his 

miſconduct in ſilence. 37 3. if 
FS Iſaac being now declined into old age, 
he was either entirely blind, or his fight 
was greatly impaired. Thus circumſtanced, 
he called Eſau to him; and after ſome 

_ obſervations on the infirmities incident to 
perſons of his years, he lamented that he 
had no longer power to ſerve the Almighty 
with that fervency of zeal and devotion to 
which he had been accuſtomed in the for- 
Iaze ſends mer part of his life. He then ordered 
1b. Gm. Eſau to go out a hunting, in order to pro- 


XXVII. 3. 


* Probably this king was the ſon of him with 
whom Abraham concluded a treaty of amity. Abi 
melech was the common appellation of the kings of 
Paleſtine. In I Sam. XXI. 10. he who is called 
Achiſh, which it 1s preſumed was the prince's pro- 
per name, is called Abimelech, in Pſalm, XXXiV. 
Our author and the Scripture frequently vary with 
reſpe& to the orthography of the names of perſons 
and places; and therefore, where the difference 15 fo 
great as to produce confuſion, our method 1s to 
exhibit in the notes the authority of Scripture, while 
that of our learned hiſtorian appears in the text. 

+ The Scripture ſpeaks thus of the marriage of 
Efau : And Eſau was forty yezrs old when he 
took to wife Judith, the daughter of Beeris, the 
Hittite, and Baſhemath, the daughter of Elon the 
Hittite.” Gen. XXVI. 34. 

t Or, Aholibama. Or, Sibeon. 

S Upon comparing the f:veral parts of the hiſ- 
tory of Itaac, it «ppears that be was at this time an 
hundred and thirty-ſeven years of age. He lived 
thirty years after giving Jacob the bleſſing intended 


for Efau. 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


cure ſome food for his ſupper, ſaying, that 


on his return, he would beſtow upon him 
his prayers and blefling, and implore the 
Almighty to become his protector and com- 
forter till the end of his days. © Iam 
conſcious, ſaid Iſaac, that the period of 
my life is faſt approaching; the particular 
time when that event ſhall happen cannot 
be aſcertained; and I cannot employ the 
remainder of my days better than in offer- 
ing up prayers to Heaven for your welfare 
and happineſs.” | | 

Eſau departed to execute his father's or- 
der; and during his abſence Rebecca con- 
ceived a ſtratagem for impoſing upon her 
huſband, ſo that while he ſuppoſed he was 
beſtowing a bleſſing upon Eſau, it ſhould 
in reality be pronounced in favour of her 
favourite ſon Jacob. She therefore direct- 
ed him to kill a kid, and dreſs it for ſupper. 
Jacob obeyed his mother's command, and 
when the ſupper was ready, he, in con- 
formity with the directions of Rebecca, 
covered his arms and hands with the ſkin 
of the kid, ſo that they might ſeem to be 
naturally overgrown with hair, and he 


might be the leſs liable to detection in per- Jacob per- 


ſonating his brother Efau. Jacob placed ſonates Eſau, 


ver. 1 9. 


the meat before his father, being greatly 
agitated by the apprehenſion, that if he 
ſhould be diſcovered while committing 
this impoſition, he ſhould draw a N curſe 
inſtead of a bleſſing upon himſelf. In a 
converſation previous to the meal, Jacob 
aſſumed the name of Eſau ; but the father, 
remarking ſomething particular in the ſound 
of his voice, ordered him to approach, that 
he might fatisfy himſelf by touching him. 
Having touched his hands, and found them 
covered with hair, Iſaac imagined his feel- 
ing could not be deceived, though his 
hearing might; and his ſuſpicions being 
entirely removed, he ſaid, The voice is 
Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands 
of Eſau.“ Immediately after this, he eat 


* 


And Jacob ſaid unto Rebecc?, his mother, Be- 
hold F ſau, my brother, is a hairy man, and I am a 
ſmooth man: my father peradventure will feel me, 
and | ſhall ſeem to him as a deceiver ; and I thall 
bring a curſe upon me, and not a bleſſing. And 
his mother ſaid unto him, upon me be thy curſe, 
my ſon: only obey my voice.” Gen. XXVII. 
11, 12, 12. From Rebecca ſaying, upon me be 
thy curſe,” it ſeems that ſhe believed Jacob to have 
a juſt claim to the firſt bleſſing, from the circum- 
ſtance of Eſau having alienated his priority of 
claim with his birth-right ; and therefore the be- 
lieved herſelf juſtifiable in deceiving her huſband 
into an act which ſhe was of opinion he ought to 
have performed voluntarily. Though thefs cir- 
cumſtances may tend to palliate, they do not ex- 
culpate Rebecca and Iſaac. The guilt of the ſon 
was aggrayated by uttering an abſolute falſehood in 
declaring himſelf to be Eſau. The offences record- 
ed of thoſe who make the greateſt figure in the Sa · 
cred Writings, ſhould caution us againſt following 
ſuch examples. TELE 


0 


Ver, 22, 


he would beſtow upon 


Eſau's diſap- 
pointment, 
ver. 34, &c. 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


of the kid, and the meal being concluded, 
he addreſſed himſelf to Heaven to the fol- 


| lowing effect: Almighty and everlaſting 


God, the Creator and ſupreme Governor 
of the world, thou who haſt been ſo liber- 


al in beſtowing thy bounties upon my fa- | 


ther, myſelf, and our offspring, I humbly 
beſeech thee to fulfil thy gracious promiſ- 
es of future bleſſings, and not to deſpiſe 
thy humble and faithful ſervant, on ac- 
count of the preſent infirmities of his age, 
whereby he is rendered more in need of 
thy benevolent affiſtance and ſupport. 
God! in thy infinite goodneſs and mercy, 
preſerve this my ſon from all evil; bleſs 
him with a long life of happineſs ; ,confer 
upon him ſuch of the -benefits and enjoy- 
ments of this world as may be for his good ; 
make him victorious over and a terror to 
his enemies, and an honour and comfort 
to his family and friends. | 
No ſooner had Ifaac concluded the prayer 
intended for Eſau, than he returned from 


the chace, and explained to his father the | 


impoſture that had been practiced upon 
him ; but he avoided all violence of com- 


lint, leſt he ſhould make his father un- 


ppy, contenting himſelf with requeſting 
him the ſame bleſ- 
fing he had pronounced in favour of his 
brother: but this Iſaac declined, faying he 
could not recal the benediction he had made 
in favour of one ſon in order to confer it upon 
the other. This diſappointment was fo diſ- 
treſſing to Eſau that he could not refrain from 


weeping; and his anxiety had ſuch an ef- 


fect upon the tender diſpoſition of the fa- 
ther, that he gave him a bleſſing, but till 


without cancelling that he had giving to 


Jacob's fear 
of Eſau, ver. 


45. 


Jacob. He told Efau that he ſhould be- 
come famous as an hunter, and be ſucceſs- 
ful in war; and that he and his poſterity 
ſhould immortalize their names by their 
martial atchievements : but he added, that 
Jacob and his iſſue would be moſt conſpi- 
cuouſly diſtinguiſhed by their ſucceſs and 
reputation. 3 Ivf 

Jacob being apprehenſive that his bro- 
ther Eſau would avenge the injury he had 
received, and Rebecca being exceedingly 
anxious for his ſafety, ſhe prevailed upon 
her huſband to order Jacob, to undertake 
a journey into Meſopotamia, for the pur- 
poſe of forming a matrimonial alliance with 
the daughter of her brother Laban. Eſau, 
who was conſcious that he had incurred 
the diſpleaſure of his father by connecting 
himſelf in marriage with two women who 
were natives of Canaan, had now eſpouſed 


Eſau married Baſſemath, the daughter of Iſhmael, and 


to an. Iſh- 


inaelitiſh wo- 


many, Gen, 


XXVIII. 9. 


| 


O, 


he had a more tender affection for her than 
for either of his other wives. 


C-H AF; l. 


Jacob goes into Meſopotamia in order to 
propoſe a marriage with Rachel, the 
daughter of Laban. His viſion of the 
ladder. God ſpeaks to him. He makes 
a vow. Jacob's mterview with Rachel, 
for whom he contracts to ferve her father 

even years. Laban deceives Jacob. 
They conclude a treaty. 


[Book I 


T the interceſſion, of Rebecca, Ifaac Gen. xxvll 


conſented. to. diſpatch Jacob into r. 


Meſopotamia, for the purpoſe of treating 
with Laban, Rebecca's brother, on the 


ſubject of eſpouſing his daughter Rachel. 
But on account of the inveterate enmity 
ſubſiſting between the Canaanites and 


Abraham's family, Jacob was apprehenſive 


his life would be endangered if he ſojourned 
in the habitations of thoſe people in the 
courſe of his journey. He therefore repo- 
ſed himſelf in the open * air, his head 


| reclining on a heap of ſtones. Being repo- : 
ſed in this manner one night, he had a 5 
viſion, during which he imagined he ſaw Jacob's vic 


hs 


figures of an an 


a ladder, by the rounds or 
gelic form were aſcending 
and deſoending: at the top of the ladder 


he ſuppoſed the Almighty manifeſted him- 


| ſelf in all his glory, and ſpeaking to him 
to the following effect: © It is not be- 


coming your character, Jacob, who are of 


the blood of Iſaac and Abraham, to fink 


under the preffure of deſpondency, notwith- 
ſtanding the. difficulties and inconveniences 
that ſurround you. Remain aſſured of my 
protection, and that greater happineſs is 
reſerved for you than you have hitherto ex- 
perienced. By my command Abraham re- 
moved from Meſopotamia into this coun- 


ſteps whereof of tbe ladder, 
ver. 12. : 


try, when the malice of his relations was 


inflamed againſt him; and. my bleſſings 
were the reward of the faith and righteouſ- 
neſs of your father Iſaac ; and ſuch bene- 


| factions as his virtues acquired I mean to 


beſtow upon you. In the confidence of 
my protection, purſue your journey; for 


the propoſal you are about to make ſhall 
prove ſuccetsful ; you ſhall be the father 
of dutiful children, and your progeny ſhall 
be without number. Your children and 


their poſterity ſhall inherit this land, and 


ſhall people the earth, not alone upon the 
continent, but alſo the iſlands, in eve 

part of the world where the light of the 
ſun deſcends: therefore permit no dangers 
or dithcultics to abate your reſolution and 


— y *— 


* His father had commanded him not to enter 
the habitation of a Canaanite, and this injunction 
he ſcrupulouſly obſerved, from the double motive 


of obedience to his parent, and h s perſonal fafety. 


| 


The ſpot where Jacob had the viſion in his dream 
was calied Luz, a word importing almond ; and it 
is probable that the place was ſhaded with the trees 


on which that fruit grows, Che 


perſeverance, 
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acob's vow, 
Teſs 20, 21. 


zethel. or 
he houſe of 


Wat Charran, 


NIX. . 


Tacob's firſt 
nterview 
vith Rachel, 
er. 9. 


& 


nap, XVIII.! 


od, ver. 22+ 


perſeverance, but confide in my ſupport 
and protection, not only in your preſent 
ſituation, but in all the undertakings of your 
Tits om r aft ning | i 

Upon awaking and conſidering the par- 
ticulars of the viſion, Jacob was tranſ- 
ported with joy. He “ annointed the ſtone 
on which he had repoſed his head, at the 
ſame time making a vow, that if it ſhould 
pleaſe God to permit him to return, he 
would erect an altar upon the ſpot, and 
make an oblation to Heaven upon it. This 


vow he fulfilled on his return, and like- 


wiſe gave the place the name of Bethel, or 
the + houſe of God. 1 
After a fatiguing journey Jacob arrived 


eb anires at Charran, where he found ſeveral ſhe 


herds and ſhepherdeſles ſurrounding a well 
and drawing water. He introduced him- 
ſelf into their company, by requeſting of 
them water to drink, and then enquired, 
whether a perſon named Laban did not 
reſide in that neighbourhood. They re- 
plied in the affirmative, ſaying, he was 


of conſiderable note, that his daughter 


with them, and it was un- 
it the was not yet come to the 
well, adding, that ſhe would doubtleſs be 
there in a Tort time, and would reſolve 
any queſtions he might propoſe reſpecting 
her father. They 
when Rachel and her ſhepherds arrived at 
the well. Upon obſerving a ſtranger, 
Rachel approached him, and with an in- 
nocent familiarity queſtioned him from 
whence he came, as to what was the ob- 
je& of his journey, and whether ſhe or 
her companions, who had intimated to her 
that he had made enquiry reſpeCting her 
father, could render him any ſervices. 
The incomparable beauty, graceful deport- 
ment, and obliging manners of Rachel, 
had ſuch an effect upon Jacob, that he 
became paſſionately enamoured of her. 


attended oP! 


common that 


Addreſſing himſelf to the maiden, he| 


ſpoke to the following effect: If you 
are, as I underſfand you to be, the daugh- 
ter of Laban, between your family and 
my own a friendly correſpondence has 
long ſubſiſted; for Abraham, Aran, and 
Nachor were the ſons of Thares and Ba- 
thuel, your grand-father was the ſon of 
my grand-father's brother Nachor, I being 
the ſon Iſaac, the offspring of Abraham 
by his wife Sarah, the daughter of Aran. 


1 — 


* 4 And Jacob roſe up early in the morning, 
and took a ſtone that he had put for his pillow, and 


ſet it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top 


of it.” Gen. XXVIII. 18. Pouring oil upon them 
was the ceremony made uſe of in conſecrating things 
to divine uſe. ' A ſtory is propagated, ani believed 
by many, that the "Cons above mentioned, after 
being taken to Jeruſalem, and from thence to Scot- 
land, was depoſited in Weſtminſter Abbey; and 
it is pretended that it it ſtill remains there. But 


had - ſcarcely ſpoken 


| ſuch an effect upon her, 
into tears, . ſhe embraced Jacob, ſaying, tenderneſs. 


| priſe. 


the ſenſible part of mankind conſider this as a mere 


\| 
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Our kindred: is ſtill nearer, Rebecca, my 
mother, being the fiſter of your father 
Laban ; ſo that by the rules of affinity. 
you and I are couſins. I am happy in 
this opportunity of addrefling you as a 
friend and relation, and of ſoliciting a con- 
tinuance of the amity that has ſubſiſted 


between our families for ſo long a ſeries of 


HIT | | 

Recollecting the commendations ſhe had 
heard her father expreſs of Rebecca, and 
imagining that he would be extremely re- 
joiced to hear of her welfare, the idea. of 
contributing to her parent's happineſs, had 


% you will prove the moſt weleome mei- 
ſenger tlrat ever came under my father's 
roof; he dwells with delight in extolling 
the excellent qualities of his ſiſter; and 
he can have no greater felicity than the 


news you will afford the good man: there- 


fore, not to withold the ſatisfaction 
your arrival will give him, follow me im- 
mediately to his habitation.“ | 


Rachel then introduced .Jacob to her 
father and the reſt of the family, by whom 
he was received with equal joy and ſur- 
After remaining a few days in this 
family, Laban avowed that he derived par- 
ticular ſatisfaction from the company and 
converſation of his. nephew Jacob ; after 


which he. enquired- the reaſon of his leay- 


ing his father and mother at their advanced 


time of life, when they had the moſt oc-- 
caſion for his ſervices ; aſſuring him at the 
ſame time, that to promote his happineſs he 
would chearfully contribute every thing 
in his power. Hereupon Jacob gave the 
following relation: ** my mother bein 

delivered of two ſons at a birth, Eſau and 
myſelf, my mother contrived that I, ho 

am the younger, ſhould receive a bleſſing 
which my father intended for Efau, who 
therefore conſiders me as having ſupplanted 
him in his right to the benefit 4s my fa- 
ther's prayers,. and the inheritance of his 
poſſeſſions, and has formed the reſolution 
of avenging himſelf, by taking away my 


life. In obedience to my mother's com- The cauſe of 
acobs depart» 


mands, with my father's approbation, I am 
come hither to avoid the danger with 
which I am threatened ; and next to God, 
my reliance for ſecurity is repoſed in you, 
whe are my mother's neareſt relation.” 


* 1 
— 


fiction. 


+ Every place conſecrated to divine worſhip is 
in Scripture called God's houſe. The word is deri- 
ved from beth, a houſe, and E], God 


m In the early ages the employment of attending 


ſheep was not conſidered as diſgraceful, it being 
frequently the occupation even of kings and their 


ſons and daughters, 


1 Both 


that burſting Rachel's 


Jacob ap- 
pointed prin- all his ſhepherds ; and that if, at any future 


cipal ſhepher 
to Laban, 


2 binds 
himſelf to 
ſerve Laban 
for ſeven 

years, Gen. 


XXIX. 20. 


Leah put to 
bed to Jacob. 


d 


Both on his own account and Rebecca's, 
for whom he pretended the moſt tender af- 
fection, Laban promiſed to yield Jacob 
every poſſible aſſiſtance and protection; 
further informing him that he would, for 
the preſent, appoint him to the care of his 


flocks, and to ſuperintend the conduct of 


period, he ſhould deem it prudent to re- 
turn, he might be aſſured of receiving a 
gratification adequate to his merits. 

Since it was to procure him a continu- 
ance in Laban's family, Jacob diſregarded 
the labour attending this occupation. He 
informed Laban, that he had conceived an 
ardent affection for Rachel, on account of 
her perſonal attractions, exemplary virtues, 
and her being the providential inſtrument 
of introducing him to the family. Laban 
immediately complied with his propoſal, 
averring that he prefered Jacob to all other 
men for a ſon-in-law : adding, however, 
that he muſt conſent to defer the ſolemni- 
zation of the nuptials for ſome time; for 
he was loth that his daughter ſhould ſo- 


journ in ſo diſtant a country as Canaan, 


and had experienced concern on account 
having conſented to Rebecca's going chi- 
ther. Jacob acquieſced ; and to prove that” 
he acted upon principles of love and Ro- 


nour, contracted to ſerve Laban for ſeven 

years, on condition that he ſhould eſpouſe 

Rachel upon the expiration of that term. 
On the day when the ſeven years expired, 


Laban prepared a nuptial entertainment : 


but late at night he, unknown to Jacob, 
conducted * Leah, the elder daughter, to his 
bed, inſtead of Rachel; and the darkneſs 
of night combining with the effect of wine, 


the deception was not diſcovered till the 


next morning, when Jacob expoſtulated 
with Laban, complaining that he had vi- 
olated his contract. In excuſe of the im- 
poſition Laban urged, that he had acted 
from a principle of neceſſity, it being the 
cuſtom of the country for the elder daugh- 
ter of families to be married before the 
younger. He then informed Jacob, that 
on condition of his ſerving him another 
ſeven years, he would give Rachel to him 
in marriage, in open day, and without be- 
ing Þ diſguiſed, ſo that he might be ſecure 
againſt a ſecond impoſition. Jacob agreed 


to this propoſal, and at the end of the ſe-| 


The Syriac and our tranſlation correſpond. But 
the Chaldee and Arabic reading is extremely oppo- 
fite, being Leah had beautiful eyes. 
+ At this time it was cuſtomary for the bride to 
wear a vail upon being introduced to the N 
According to the Scripture, Jacob eſpouſed 
Rachel at the end of ſeven years after his marriage 


with Leah, on condition of ſerving Laban for ano- 
ther ſeven years. And Laban ſaid, it muſt not be} 


| 


| 
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cond ſeven years Rachel was given him 
in marriage. 

Each of the daughters had a maiden || 
attendant, Zelphah being in the ſervice of 
Leah, and Bala in that of Rachel: they 
were not in the capacity of common domeſ- 
tics, but were rather companions to their 
miſtreſſes. Leah was exceedingly unhap- 
py in conſequence of obſerving that Rachel 
had a greater ſhare of Jacob's affection than 
herſelf. Her daily prayer was that ſhe 
might become pregnant ; for ſhe imagin- 
ed that if ſhe ſhould bring him children, 
his tenderneſs and love for her would be 
increaſed. In this conjecture ſhe was not 
deceived ; for being delivered of a ſon, who 
was called 8 Rubel, a word importing, 
divine mercy, the father's fondnefs for the 
mother was evidently augmented; She 
had afterwards three ſons, who were na- 
med, Simeon, or God is favourable, Levi, 
meaning the ſupport of ſociety, and Judah, 
which means thankſgiving. 

Rachel being under great diftreſs of 
mind, leſt the fruitfulneſs of Leah ſhould 
prove the means of extinguiſhing the paſ- 
ton Jacob had conceived for her, deter- 
mined to adopt a ſtratagem for evading the 
imputation of barrenneſs. She therefore 
contrived ſecretly to introduce Bala, her 
attendant, to Jacob's bed, in conſequence 
of which the was delivered of a child 
named Dan, ſignifying the judgment 
of God. Bala was afterwards brought to 
bed of another ſon, who in allufion to 
Rachel's crafty contention with Leah for 
children, was named Nepthalim, Leah 
having recourſe to the ſame ſtratagem that 
had been practiſed by her fiſter, her ſervant 
Zelpah had two ſons by Jacob, namely Gad, 
importing by chance, and Aſſer, which 


means beautifying. 


* « Leah was tender eyed.” Gen. XXIX.17.This 
phraſe is rendered by the Septuagint, week eyed. 


the eldeſt ſon of Leah, preſented 
mother ſome mandrake-apples, whereupon 
Rachel requeſted to have part of them. 
However, Leah with ſome aſperity of lan- 
guage refuſed her .requeſt, obſerving, that 
it was unreaſonable ſhe ſhould aſk for her 
fruit in addition to the almoſt entire poſſeſſion 
of Jacob. Upon this, Rachel, in conſider- 
ation of having part of the apples, faid ſhe 
would conſent to Jacob and Leah ſleeping 
together that night. Jacob accordingly 


The two ſiſters being together, Rubel, 
to his 


— 


—_ 


. 


It 


— cm. 


* 


ſo done in our country to give the younger before 
the firſt born. Fulfil her week; and we will give thee 
this alſo for the ſervice which thou ſhalt ſerve with 
me yet ſeven other years. And Jacob did fo; and ful- 
| filled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daugh- 
ter to wife alſo.” Gen. XXIX. 26, 27, 28. It evi- 
| dently appears that the term of ſervitude was to 
commence from being in poſſeſſion of Leah, and not 
that it was to expire before he obtained her. 


In Scripture they are called Zilpah and Bilham. 
In Scripture, Reuben; 


went 


Rachel's de 
fire for man- 


drake- apples, 
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Zabulon, meaning a pledge of love, and 


acob leaves 
han , Gen. 


XXXI. 


Laban pur - 
ſues Jacob 
& his daugh- 
ters, who had 
clandeſtinely 
leparted, 

er. 25. 


the following manner: ® You are conſcious 


half of Laban's flocks of ſheep. Rachel 


they were purſued, thoſe objects of idola- 


againſt them till the following day, and 


ference neceſſary, God himſelf would fight 


went that night to Leah's bed; and ſhe 
afterwards bore him two other ſons, who 
were named Iflachar, or born for hire, and 


likewiſe a daughter named Dinah. After 
ſeveral years had elapſed, Rachel at length 
was brought'to bed of a ſon, who received 
the name of Joſeph, a word importing 
, Hg ä 
Having continued full twenty years in 
the ſervice of his father-in-law, in the 
capacity of the ſuperintendant of his ſhep- 
herds and herdſmen, Jacob aſked Laban's 
permiſſion to return to the place of his 
nativity, but he abſolutely refuſed to com- 
ly with his requeſt, in conſequence” of 
which he reſolved to depart privately, and 
having communicated his intention to his 
wives, they agreed to accompany him. 
Jacob accordingly departed, accompanied 
by his two wives, and all the children, 
taking with him all his property, and alſo 


took with her the images of worſhip in 
her father's family, though ſhe was not 
induced to this act by any veneration to- 
wards thoſe idols; but ſhe imagined if 


trous veneration might be a means of faci- 


litating a compromite. 


„ ee 2 \ 
On the following day Laban received 


intelligence of the clandeſtine departure 
of Jacob and his daughters; in conſequence 
of which, he collected a ſtrong body of 
followers, and went in purſuit of them. 
In the evening of the ſeventh day after they 
had ſet out, Laban overtook them, while 
they were repoſing themſelves upon a ſmall 
hill: but as the night was approaching, 
he reſolved not to attempt any hoſtilities 


therefore ordered his people to refreſh them- 
ſelves with reſt, after the fatigue of their 
Journey. = 

In the night God appeared to Laban in 
his ſleep, and admoniſhed him againſt of- 
fering any kind of outrage or violence to 
Jacob and bis wives: but on the contrary, 
to compromiſe the difagreement that had 
ariſen, and lay the foundation of a ricipro- 
cal friendſhip in future; and it was inti- 
mated to him in the viſion, that if he ex- 
pected to gain any advantage over his fugi- 
tive ſon, on account of the diſparity of 
numbers, he would be diſappointed, for, 
if occaſion ſhould: render the divine inter- 


the battles of Jacob. 

Early the next morning, Laban diſpatch- 
ed a meſſenger to requeſt an interview with 
Jacob, who, in a reliance upon his honour, 
complied with -the demand. Upon their 
meeting, Laban, after relating the particu- 
lars of his dream, reproached Jacoh. in 


| that when you were reduced to indigence 
and diſtreſs, I admitted you into my family, 
and liberally entertained you. By marry- 
ing my two daughters you bound: yourſelf 
| under an obligation that it was your pe- 
culiar duty to on preſerved inviolate: bur 
regardleſs of all alliances of blood, you 
have treated me as a profeſſed enemy; you 
have forcibly deſpoiled me of my property, 
compelled” my daughters to abandon. my- 
habitation, and facriligiouſly poſſeſſed your- 
ſelf of the objects of my worſhip, which 
my anceſtors had ever held in the moſt 
ſacred veneration. Theſe are the returns 
J have received for my benevolence towards 
my ungrateful kinſman, nephew, and ſon- 
in-law.” en 
| In reply Jacob faid, that after ſo long Jacob's vin - 
an abſence, he muſt admit it to be natural dication, ver. 
to indulge the wiſh of returning to his na- 8 
tive country. With reſpect to the ſuppo- 
ſed robbery, or any act of injuſtice that 
might be alledged againſt him, he was 
willing to abide by the deciſion of any 
perſon but himſelf. He rather expected 
acknowledgments for the improvements 
he had made to his eſtate, than to be re- 
proached for having applied to his own 
uſe a part of it that was not ſufficient to 
compenſate him for his long and faithful 
ſervices, With reſpe& to 15 being ac- 
companied by his wives, he ſaid that cir- 
cumſtance could not reaſonably be inter- 
preted to his diſadvantage; for they were 
but yielding to the irrefiſtable impulſe of 
conjugal and parental effection in following 
their huſband and children. He expreſſed 
ſurpriſe that a kinſman and father-in-law 
ſhould treat him as the moſt inveterate of 
his enemies, after ſubmitting to the labour 
of ſo many years with a view of indulging 
his love of Rachel. 1 
Jacob undoubtedly had cauſe to com- 
plain of the ungenerous behaviour of La- 
ban, who obſerving that the bleſſing of 
God attended all the undertakings of his 
ſon-in-law, was accuſtomed ſometimes to 
promiſe that he ſhould have for his own 
ſeparate uſe and advantage all the white, 
and at other times all the black cattle that 
were bred in a year; but finding the moſt 
numerous produce ought, in compliance . 
with this deluſive propoſal, to have been 
the property of Jacob, he conſtantly re- 
tracted his promiſe, pretending that it ſnould 
be carried into effect the next year. 

Jacob denied having any knowledge of 
the idols, and granted Laban permiſſion. 
to ſearch. for them; upon which Rachel 
concealed them among the ſtuffing of the Rachel con- 
ſaddle of the camel upon which ſhe rode, ccals the 
at the ſame time affecting an indiſpoſition, idol, ver. 
His ſearch for the idols proved fruitleſs, 
becauſe it did not extend to Rachel, who 


— — 


he did not ſuppoſe, in the ſtate of health 
he 


vt, 
£7 
- 2 2 
* 
91 ” 


Jacob's vi- 
fions, Gen. 


XXX. 1, 2. 


himſelf into a poſture of defence. 
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he believed her to be in, would permit 
ſacred things to be near her. 

After the tranſactions above related, 
Laban and Jacob concluded a treaty of 
friendſhip, and the former pledged him- 
felf to conſign what had paſſed to oblivion, 
and to reſtore his daughters to the place 
they had formerly held in his eſteem. The 
parties mutually ratified the league by an 
oath, that ſolemnity being performed upon 
a mountain, to which, as well as to rhe 
cireumjacent country, they gave the appel- 
lation of * Galad, or the hill of witnels. 
After the concluſion of the treaty, they had 
an entertainment or feſtival, and then ſe- 
parated, Laban returning to his family, 
and Jacob and his wives and children pur- 
ſuing their journey towards Canaan. 


CH AF. AIR. 


Jacob has ſeveral viſions. He ſends preſents 
to his brother Eſau. Jacob wreſtles with 
an angel, and receives the name of 1jrael. 
The meeting and reconciliation of Facob 


and Eſau. 5 
URING his journey towards Ca- 


naan, Jacob had ſeveral viſions, 
which he rightly interpreted into auſpici- 
ous omens. To the place where theſe 
viſions occured he gave the name of the 
Field of God. | 

But the animoſity of Eſau ſtill being 
the cauſe of uneaſineſs, he employed meſ- 
ſengers to enquire into the preſent diſpo- 
fition of his elder brother, and diſpatched 
others to addreſs him to the following ef- 
fect: That conſcious of having excited 
his brother's diſpleaſure, he had voluntarily 
abandoned the place of his nativity : but 
after an abſence of ſo many years, he che- 
riſhed the hope that former unkindneſſes 
would be no longer remembered; that be- 
ing now on his return to the place of his 
birth, accompanied by his wives and chil- 
dren, he was willing that all his property 
ſhould be diſpoſed of at the diſcretion of 
his brother, with whom he was only deſir- 
ous of common participation in thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſions which the goodneſs of the Almighty 
had beſtowed upon him.“ 

Upon receiving the above meſſage, Eſau 
advanced, at the head of four hundred men 
to meet his brother; upon which Jacob 
ſomewhat alarmed at the ſuperiority, but 
ſtill confiding in the affiſtance of God, put 


ranged his people in two diviſions, one to 
follow the other, at ſuch a diſtance, that 
if the firſt ſhould be in danger of a repulſe, 
they might be ſupported by the latter, 
either in contending with the adverſary, 
or in ſecuring a retreat. 


323 


* 1n Scripture it is called Galeed. 


| name of Iſreal, a word ſignifying to ſtrug- e with a 


[| difap 


He ar- || P 


[Book 1, 


| He then diſpatched a meſſenger to Eſau 
with various preſents, conſiſting of beaſts 
of burthen, and other animals, which not 
being common in that county might be 
acceptable as curioſities. The meſſengers 
had orders 'to comport themſelves with ci- 
vility and reſpect towards Eſau, and that 
the beaſts ſhould follow each other at a 
diſtance, fo they might appear more nu- 
merous than they were in reality. It was 
the butineſs of a whole day to regulate the 
proceſſion, and at night it ſet forward, 
Jacob hoping, that the meaſures he had 
taken would effect a perfect reconciliation. 

Having paſſed the torrent of Jobac, Jacob 
who was behind the proceſſion, was aſſailed 
by a ſpectre, and wreſtling with it, proved 
victorious. Hereupon, a voice was heard 
to ſay, Comfort thyſelf in thy victory, 
for it is not a mortal adverſary, but an an- 
gel of God that thou haſt foiled ; and con- 
ſider this event as a preſage, that your poſ- 
terity ſhall remain till the end of time, and 
never be vanquiſhed.” 


Hereupon the angel called Jacob by the Jacob wre- 


gle with an angel of God. He then re- 1 - 
queſted that ſome other events that were cc. 
to befal him might be revealed, and hav- 
ing complied, the apparition immediately 
peared. To the place where this 
encounter happened Jacob gave the name 
of Phanuel, a word ſignifying the face of 
God. In the ſtruggle, a ſinew in Jacob's 
thigh was ſtrained, for which- reaſon he 
would never after eat that part of any ani- 
mal; and we adhere to the fame exception 
to this day. 

Upon receiving intelligence that Efau 
had advanced, Jacob directed his wives 
and their attendants to proceed forward, 
and remain at ſuch a diſtance as to have 
a view of the battle, if Eſau ſhould attack 
him, without expoſing themſelves to dan- 
ger. But upon obſerving Efau approach 
with expreſſions of friendſhip and chearful- 
neſs in his countenance, he went forward, 
and threw himſelf at the feet of his bro- The meeting 
ther, who having embraced him, he made o* the G 
ſeveral enquiries reſpecting the women and XXXIII. 5 
childen, and earneſtly invited him to repair 4, &. 
to his father's houſe. But Jacob excuſed 
himſelf, on account'of his cattle being too 
much fatigued to perform the journey un- 
til they ſhould have been refreſhed with 
rovinder and repoſe. Eſau then proceed- 
ed to his habitation at Seir, which name 
was given to the place on account of Eſau 
being covered with hair, 


CHAP, XX. 


| The rape Dinab. The Maſfacre of the 
Srchemites, The death of Rachel. 


AFTER 


4 


The maſſa» 
cre of the 
Sichemites, 
Gen. 
XXXILV. :. 


c en SES Ez 
ther, Jacob directed his courſe to 
the place called the Tabernacles, which 
name it {till bears. From the Fabernacles 
he proceeded to * Sichem, a city belong: 
ing to the Canaanites, Where there hap= 


pened at that time to be a ſplendid feſti- 


val. On this occaſion Dinah, the only 
daughter of Jacob, attended, in order to 
obſerve the female habits and faſhions. 
Being ſeen by Sichem, the ſon of king F 
Emmor, and that prince concelving a 
ſtrong affection for her, he carried her off, 


and committed a rape upon her. After 


this, ſo far was. his paſſion from abating, 
that he requeſted the king his father's con- 
ſent to marry her. The king not only 


complied with his ſon's defirez but even 


ſolicited Jacob in his behalf. This ap- 


plication proved exceedingly diſtreſſing to 


Jacob; for his conſcience would not per- 
mit him to conſent to his daughter marry- 
ing a ſtranger, and he conſidered it as a 
point of great delicacy to reject the over- 
tures of the royal advocate. He requeſted 
time to conſider the king's propoſal, and 
then conſulted his ſons on the ſubject: 
but. though.greatly concerned at the indig- 


capable of determining upon what meaſures 
it would be moſt eligible to purſue. How- 


nay. XXI.] Qu SE RAN LES, JOSEPHUS.. 37 


[| dre nd comthanded him to confole hin - 
elt, and after purifying his tents, to make 
Uthe oblation” he had promifed after he had 
appeared to him in a dream during his 
{Mefopotamian journey. While he was em- 
[ployed in obedrence to the command of 
God, Jacob found the idols belonging to 
Laban, which Rachel had taken away, 
70 buried under an oak tree, unknown to 
im. 
After this Jacob repaired to Bethel, The death of 
| where he had the divine revelation already Rachel, Gen: 
mentioned,” and offered up a facrifice to gl 
God. From thence he went to Ephrata, 
where Rachel died in conſequence of child- 
bearing, ſhe being delivered of a ſon: Ja- 
cob buried Rachel at Ephrata, ſhe being 
his only, relation, whoſe remains were not 
depoſited in his family ſepulchre at Hebron. 
The death of Rachel was the cauſe of great 
affliction to Jacob, who, on account of 
the calamitous cireumſtance attending his 
birth, called his newly born ſon by the 
name of | Benjamin. 
The deſcendants of Jacob conſiſted in ue ;gue ot 
| twelve ſons and a daughter; but of this Jacob, ver. 
number only eight were” legitimate, ſix of **: 


dd. 


bY 


| 


oth. 


|| theſe being by Leah and two by Rachel ; 
-nity their ſiſter had received, they were in- 25 


of thoſe not born in marriage two were by 
Zilphah, and he had the ſame number by 
Bala. The names of them have been al. 


ever, Simeon and Levi, the brothers of || ready mentioned, „ 


Dinah by the ſame mother, concerted the 
means of avenging themſelves, and reſolved 
to carry their ſtratagem into execution un- 


known to their father. Upon the next fel: | 


tival, when the king's guards were unpre- 


pared for reſiſtance, ſome being overpow- 


ered with fatigue, and others with the 
intoxicating effects of wine, Simeon and 
Levi aſſaulted them by ſurpriſe, and with 
but little difficulty, overpowered them. 


They then took poſſeſſion of the city, and be- 


fore the inhabitants had time to recover from 


their aſtoniſhment they maſſacred all the 
males that came in their way, the king and 


his ſon being among the number of the ſlain; 
but they offered no violence to the women. 
After this ſcene of horror, they returned, 
and reſtored their ſiſter Dinah to her 
father. 3 


bloody atchievement, Jacob was greatly 
diſpleaſed with his ſons Simeon and Levi: 


but the Almighty appeared to him in a 


* 1 ” * 1 — 5 


8 : ( 


In Scripture, Shechem. 

_ + Hammor in Scripture. 

't And it came to paſs as her ſoul was departing 
{or ſhe died) that ſhe called his name Benoni : 
ut his father called him, Benjamin. And Rachel 


died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which 


OOO CHAP; XXI. 


1 8 r | 


A FT ER the deceaſe of. his wife Ra- Gs 
& chel, Jacob returned to Hebron in 4 — i 
Canaan ; but he was diſappointed of the 2% 29. 
conſolation he had anxiouſly expected of 

ſeeing his mother Rebecca, the having de- 

parted this life before his arrival. Iſaac 

did not ſurvive her long. Eſau and Jacob 

took upon themſelves the management of 

their father's funeral; and they buried him 

by the fide of his wife in the family ſepul- 

chre in Hebron. Iſaac was a man the ac- 

tions of whoſe life were highly acceptable 

to the Almighty, and next to Abraham, 


1 


| 


| 
| 


l he was more particularly diſtinguiſhed than 
Upon learning the particulars of this | 


any man by the eſpecial providence of God. 
He died at the age of one || hundred and 
eighty five years, having ſteadily purſued a 
courſe of righteouſneſs and virtue. ö 


— * n * 
9 . ho 


ſis in Bethlehem. Gen. XXXV. 18. 19. 1h 
| Though it is faid in Scripture that the age of 
man ſhall be an hundred and twenty years, vide Gen. 
VI. 3. it is not there implied that none ſhould live 
beyond that period, but that the generality of men. 
ſhould not ſurvive that term. 1 
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The divifion of the property devolving to Eſau and Facob, in conſequence of the death of 
Iſaac. Efau takes poſſeſſion of Idumea, and Canaan becomes the property of Jacob. 
The progeny of Eſau. | Ota alt Pleas oe rok EL | 


<3 OON after the deceaſe of || his ſeniority by the ſolemnity of an oath. 
8 Iſaac, his ſons Eſau and Ja- Upon this occaſion his companions ridi- 


cob quitted their paternal | culed him, and in juvenile merriment 
* _ Ae ſtates, and made a partition {| gave him the appellation of Adom, which 
of their inheritances. Efau ſurrendered to || word imports red, alluding to the colour 
his brother the city of Hebron, and after- || of the ſoup in exchange for which he had 
wards eſtabliſhed his reſidence at Seir. He given his inheritance. From him the 
was governor of Idumea, and gave to that || country. under his juriſdiction was called 
cbtintry the name of * Adom, an appella- || Adom ; but the Greeks have diſguiſed and 
tion that had been given to him on the || ſoftened the pronunciation of the name of 
following occaſion: having been a hunt- || this diſtri by calling it Idumea. 
ing, while he was a youth, and returning By his three wives Eſau had five chil- The progeny 
much fatigued and hungry, he found his || dren: + Alibama being the mother dn 
brother Jacob preparing a. ſoup of lentils || Janus, Jalom, and Core; and by Adah he XVI. 
for his dinner; they were of a beautiful || had || Aliphaz, and  Raguel by C Raf- % Chen 
red, and their inviting appearance made ſemath. = BER E a6: 3h 
him exceedingly defirous of partaking of the The five legitimate ſons of Aliphaz were 
Eſau ſells his meal. He importuned his brother for part || Theman, Omar, * Saphar, Gotham and 
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5 = z of the pottage ; but Jacob abſolutely re- Canaz ; and he had beſides, a ſon named 
* 33. fuſed to ſuffer him to taſte it, on any con- Amalek, by his concubine + Thamna. 
vx dition; but that of-transferring over to him || The ſons born in marriage inhabited that 
* his birthright, which Efau, urged by the || part of Idumea which was called Goboli- 
'n ſharpneſs of his appetite, conſented to, and | tes ; and the country of the Amalekites re- 
1 accordingly alienated. all the privileges of || ceived its name from Amalek. Idumea was 
it _ | Rl _ 3 | — — ys. — — 
1 | gSeript. Edom. 5 9 | F Ecript. Reuel. 

1 '+ Script. Aholibamah. » J Script. Paſhemath. 

ian t Script Jeuſh, Jaalam, Korah. * Script. Zepho, Gatam, Henaz. 

4 Script, Eliphaz. : | ++ Script. Timna. 
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| and his tus 
mily. 


Joſeph the 


Ine happi- 


nels nf ] acob 


of country, but being devided into various 
diftrifts, they were called after: the names 
of their — N _- 


CH A P. 11. 


Jacobs happineſs. 72 ofeph Sei his Kato 
fon, his brothers envy. him. 755 oſeph's 


dream of the ſheaves of ripe and unripe 
corn, and likewiſe of the ſung moon and 
eleven ſtars, paying reverence to him. A 


conſpiracy againſt the life of Foſeph form- 


ed by his brothers, who go privately to 


8 ichem. 


F all men of his time, Jacob was one 


of the moſt happy; and he greatly | 


ſurpaſſed all the' other inhabitants of the 
fame country with regard to wealth, power, 
and the virtuous and amiable diſpoſition of 
his children. They were eminently diſ- 


tinguiſhed for their valour and generoſity, | 


as well as for their induſtry and perſever- 
ance, and penetrating genius and ſound judg- 


ment. In all their occurrences of life a 
providence ſo wonderfully attended them, 


that even their ſufferings and afflictions 
operated to their advantage, in as much 
as they were made the inſtruments of the 
Almighty, in redeeming our anceſtors from 
the Egyptian ane as will hereafter 
appear. 

Of the progeny of Jacob, the ſon. who 


_— * had the greateſt ſhare of his affection was 
Xxxv11. z. Joſeph, whom he had by his wife Rachel ; 


Joſeph's 


Cream of the 


ſt aves of 


com, ver. 4. towards, and - bowed down before it, ex- 


and this preference was in conſequence of 
his ſuperior qualifications both of perſon 
and mind; He excluſive of the fingular 


racefulneſs of his figure and deportment, | 


was remarkable for the ſtrength of his 


underſtanding, and the captivating ſweet- 


neſs of his manners. Jacob's partiality 
towards the youth excited the malevolence 
and envy of his brethren, who were the 
more inflamed againſt him upon his relating 
certain viſions ' that had taken place in his 
ſleep, and which appeared as preſages of 
his future ſucceſs, greatneſs and felicity. 


The particulars of the dreams were as 
follow : 


In the harveſt ſeaſon, being ſent by his pro 


father into the field to reap corn in com- 
pany with his brothers, Joſeph had at night 
a viſion of a nature very oppoſite to thoſe 


phantaſtical creations of the brain, which 


come under the common denomination of 
dreams. He imagined he faw his own 
ſheaf of wheat ſtanding erect in the field, 
while the ſheaves of his brethren moved 


preſſive, as it were, of the obedience of ſer- 


vants to their maſter. Having related this 
dream to his brethren, he requeſted them | 
to expound it. They immediately con- 


* ” 


MY FLAVIUS loser 
the original a very extenſive track || ceived it to be a preſige of the future 


power of their younger brother, inaſmuch 
as they ſhould become ſubject to his con- 
ſtroul and authority: but to him they af- 
fected to be utterly incapable of giving any 


reaſonable interpretation of the _ 


However, they ſecretly prayed that God 
would avert the omen, their enmity againſt 
Joſeph continuing to increaſe, 

A ſhort time after the above, God oc- 
caſioned Joſeph to have another dream, 
implying — the ' malice of his brethren 
would be 132324 In his ſleep he fd of the 
faw the fun, moon, and eleven ſtars; and cleven 
deſcending from the Heavens, and paying ſtars, ver. 
reverence to him. He communicated the 
particulass of this viſion to his father, in 
the preſence of his brethren, of whoſe 
evil intentions he entertained no ſuſpicion, 
obſerving, that he was at a loſs to aſſign a 
meaning to it. 

Fhe relation of his ſon's dreatn afford 
ed Jacob great ' fatisfaQtion, inaſmuch as 
he deemed it a preſage of the power and 
happineſs to which his ſon would be ad- 
vanced as a reward for his eminent virtues, 

Jacob ſaid, that by the providence of the 
Almighty, the time would arrive, when 
his father and brothers would pay homage 
and reverence to Joſeph, He explained 
the ſun and moon to mean the father and 
|| mother; the office of the one being to in- 
creaſe and nouriſh, and that of the other 
to give force and form; and he interpreted 
the eleven ſtars to have alluſion to J0— 
[| ſeph's eleven brothers, ſince the ſtars de- 
rive their light from the ſun and moon, as 
children do their being from their parents. 

This natural interpretation of the dream 
gave great uneaſineſs to Joſeph's brothers, 
who acted on the occaſion in a manner di- 
[rectly oppoſite to what their reaſon and 
their duty ſhould have dictated; for it was 
moſt certainly wrong to envy fo near a re- 
lation the poſſeſſion of benefits, wv = th a 
ſtranger might have enj joyed without 
ing them any concern. However, ole 
1mpious malice being arrived to an extre- 
mity, they engaged in a conſpiracy to de- 
{troy him. In order to carry their wicked 
ject into execution, they drove their 
flocks to Sichem, a place affording remark - 
ably fine paſturage, but without mention= 
ing to their father the ſpot of their deſti- 
nation. After they had made ſome con- 
ſiderable progreſs in their journey, Jacob 
being alarmed at their abſence, and at not 
receiving any intelligence reſpecting them, 
ordered Joſeph to ſet out for the purpoſe 
of making very particular enquiry as to 
whether any misfortune had occurred ” 


unuſually to provinnt their return. 
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Joſeph finds 


his brethren, ' 


ver. 17. 


Rubel inter- 
cedes with 


the others to 
ſpare the life 


of Joſeph, 


ver. 21, 


THE ANTIQUITIES' OF THE JEWS, 
CHA'P.' III. 969 


Joſeph finds his brethren, The propoſal 
for putting him to death, oppoſed by 


Rubel. Foſeph caſt into a pit. He 


it taken up, and ſold to Arabian mer- 


chants. Toſeph's bloody garment ſhewn 
to Jacob. Facob's lamentation for the 


ſuppoſed death of his ſon. 


N obedience to the command of his 
father, Joſeph went in ſearch of his 
brethren ;. and having found them, they 
were exceedingly rejoiced, though not 
becauſe he was a brother, and a meſſenger 
from their father, but becauſe they conſi- 
dered him as an enemy delivered into their 
power. Immediately upon his arrival, 


they propoſed availing themſelves of the 


eſent opportunity of depriving him of 
life. * Rubel, the eldeſt of the brothers, 
enforced every argument in his power to 
divert the conſpirators from their barbarous 
determination. He repreſented. to them, 
that to deprive even a ſtranger of life would 
be an act highly criminal in the ſight of 
God ; but to be the murderer of a brother 


and a kinſman, and thereby become ac- | 


ceſſary to the death of a father and mother, 
who could not ſurvive the knowledge of 
the crime they were meditating, would be 


a tranſaction the very idea of which ought 


to ſtrike them with horror and deteſtation. 
He admoniſhed them to confider, that 
however ſecure they might be from detec- 


a God whoſe knowledge pervaded. every 


rt of the univerſe, from whom it was 


impoſſible to conceal any act or even in- 


tention, and who, moſt aſſuredly, would 
not only be an incenſed witneſs to, but 
alſo an ample avenger of fo flagitious a 
villany. He adviſed them ſeriouſly to re- 


pent of the cruel deſign they had formed, 
obſerving, that after the perpetration of ſo 


| barbarous an act it would be impoſſible to 


the happineſs of every future moment of 
No excuſe could be admitted 


eſcape the torments of a guilty conſcience, 


which, notwithſtanding every artifice and 
ſtratagem to which it would be poſſible 
for them to have recourſe, would inceſ- 
ſantly purſue them, and completely ruin 


their lives. 
in their behalf, he faid, if they were to 
deſtroy him in revenge for any injury re- 
ceived ; but as no offence was pretended 
againſt him, the horror of the deed would 
be a 
he fad, his youth and ſimplicity ought to 
plead in his excuſe; for if it was the 


” * 


. - 


— 


Script. Reuben. RY 

+ In Beam we are told the merchants were 
conveying ſpicery, balm and myrrh into Egypt. 
Theſe were ſome of the ingredients uſed in embalm- 


ing the dead; a practice at that time very general 


ggravated. If he had diſpleaſed them, 


— 


——— 


that by this ex 


tion by their fellow creatures, there was 


Judas, 
and ſold to the merchants for twenty || pie- Joſeph fold 


to Arabian 
merchant 
ver. 28. 


of their friends and relations ; -and, of all 
claſſes of men, brothers ought to be the 
guardians and protectors, and not the mur- 
derers of each other. He told them the 
motive to their barbarity would be an ag- 

vation of their guilt. He was to be 
deprived of life, leſt he ſhould, in future, 
attain to authority and happineſs, and that 
by perſons who were to partake of his proſ- 
perity. He further ſaid, that if they per- 
ſevered in their iniquitous deſign, they muſt 
conſequently become objects of the wrath 
of Heaven ; and they would be difappoint- 
ed of participating in the enjoyment of the 


| proſperity, happineſs, and peculiar bleſ- 


lings, which, in reward for his piety and 
goodnefs, the Almighty had been pleaſed 
to ſignify an intention of conferring upon 
Joſeph. Finding that, in deſpite of all 
his expoſtulations, they were inexorably 
reſolved to perſevere . in their iniquitous 
deſign, he determined to recommend them 
to purſue another courſe for executing their 
purpoſe, ſo that their criminality might 
in ſome degree appear leſs atrocious. Ru- 
bel then ſaid, that ſince the death of Jo- 
ſeph was irrevocably determined upon, it 


| would be a point of prudence. for, them to 


execute their project in ſuch a manner as 
ſhould give the leaſt degree of aggravation 
to their crime; and therefore he adviſed 
that Joſeph might be caſt into the next 
pit, and there left to periſn; obſerving; 
ient, they would evade 


the guilt of polluting their hands with 


the blood of their brother. This propoſal 


being approved, by means of a rope, Rubel 


lowered Joſeph into a dry well near the Joſeph cat 


= ary 
ſpot, after which he went in ſearch of Os 


paſture for his cattle. {| | 
They had proceeded but a ſmall diſtance 
from the well when they perceived a com- 
pany of Arabian merchants, being the 
deſcendants of Iſhmael, approach: and 
they were afterwards informed that theſe 
people were travelling from Galaad into 
Egypt with + ſpices, perfumes, and other 
commodities. Hereupon þ Judas adviſed, 
that Joſeph might be taken out of the 
pit, and ſold to the merchants, whereby 
he would be. ſo diſpoſed of that they might 
ſafely rely on his incapacity of returning 
to his father's habitation, obſerving, that 
they ſhould gain advantage by the bargain, 
and at the ſame time avoid polluting their 
hands with his blood.” 
The others agreeing with the adyice of 
Joſeph was drawn out of the pit, 


+ 8 


"_y w 1 o 


among the Egyptians and other eaſtern nations. 
. + Script. Judah. £15 f | | 
i| It is generally underſtood, that the filver for 


which Joſeph was fold, was about the value of 


forty-ſeven ſhillings ſterling. - 


ces 


[Boox i | 
| {duty of all men to pardon the Jadifcretions | 


. 


ces of ſilver, he being at that time ſeven-|| officer of king Phagoah's kitchen, who ob- 
teen years of age. et Acne ſerving many of the excellent qualities he 
In the mean time, Rubel, who was not poſſeſſed, did not behave to him as a ſlaye 
preſent when the merchants arrived, and ot a common domeſtic, but generouſly af- 
was a ſtranger to his brother having been || forded him opportunities of improving his 
ſold to them, employed his thoughts in education, and in other 1 treated him 
diviſing means for his preſervation. Late as a freeman. Joſeph diſcharged the du- 
at night he repaired to the well, unknown || ties of his ſtation with ſuch punctuality 
to his brethren, and ſeverab times called || and addreſs, that Potiphar, in a ſhort time, 
upon Joſeph by name; but receiving no 2 him to the office of maſter of his 
anſwer, he concluded that the others had || houſthold, - i 
put him to death, whereupon he went in The advancement. of Joſeph did not 
purſuit of them, and upbraided them with || impair his integrity; and the propriety 
the ſuppoſed crime: but upon their ex- and prudence of his conduct exhibited an 
plaining in what manner they had diſpoſed admirable example, that a wiſe and good 
of him, he expreſſed himſelf to be ſatisfied. || man will ever have reſolution and fortitudę 
After this, they employed themſelves in || to reſiſt temptations to evil, whatever his 
ſuggeſting ſuch plauſible excuſes as might || circumſtances and ſituation in life. th ; 
ſecure them from being ſuſpected by their || was a youth whoſe perſon and addreſs wee 
father as the murderers of their brother. || ſo agreeable that Potiphar's wife Became. 
After deliberating upon this ſubject for || paſſionately fond of him, and entertained mo. , 
ſome time, they concluded upon itaining || not the leaſt doubt that he would repulſe on xd 
Joſeph's * travelling coat, which they 


her Overtures for engaging in an illicit or- wife, ver: 7. 
took from him at the time of caſting him | reſpondence : but this idea proceeded from 


* Arabian 
erchants, 
ver. 28. 


— — — 
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into the well, with the blood of a goat, 
and carried it to Jacob, in order to induce 
him to believe, that his ſon had been de- 
voured by wild beaſts. ; 

They accordingly returned to Jacob's 


a knowledge of the contracted ſtate of his 
finances, not being the conſequence of any 
obſervation ſhe had made of the probabi- 
lity of his departing from the rigid prin- 
ciples of henour and integrity whereby he 


habitation, and producing the coat, torn || had regulated the whole conduct of his 
and bloody, denied having ſeen Joſeph || like, However, in direct and explicit 


ſince their departure from home, adding, 
that if the garment they had caſually 
found was the ſame worn by their bro- 
ther at the time of his departure, it was 
probable he had been deſtroyed by wild 
beaſts. ; 
Jacob, who had received an intumation 


terms ſhe invited him to come to her hed. ; 
upon which he expoſtulated to her, requeſt» 
ing tbe would deeline further ſolicitation, 
fince it would be an a& of the higheſt in- 
famy to betray and diſhonour a maſter 
whoſe unexpected kindneſſes had bound 


F: him under the ſtrongeſt obligations of 
Th that ſame kind of misfortune had happened || gratitude. He recommended her to con- 


to his younger ſon, flattered himſelf that 


he might have been taken priſoner, and 


that he might ſoon be reſtored to liberty: 
but upon the coat, which evidently ap- 
peared to belong to Joſeph, being pro- 
duced, he immediately cloathed himſelf in 


 fack-cloth, and all the conſolations admi- 


oſcph ſold 


0 Potiphar, 
sen, 


* 


quer her unruly paſſion, ſaying no argu- 
ments ſhe could poſſibly enforce would 
prevail upon him ſo far to abuſe the truſt 
and confidence repoſed in him, as to com- 
ply with her heentious invitation. Te 
obey her in any lawful command, he faid, 
would afford him the higheſt ſatis faction 3. 


niſtered to him by his ſons proved ineffec- || but he could never ſubmit to an act chat 
tual. ; he could not afterwards reflect upon with- 


HA. NV. 


Joſepb fold to Potiphar, whoſe wife attempts 
to ſeduce him to lewdneſs. Inſtances of 
his continence. The woman accuſes Jo- 

' ſeph to her huſband, in conſequence of 
which he is impriſoned. 


T PON. their arrival in Egypt, the 
merchants who had purchaſed Jo- 


out horror and deteſtation; W 
The repulfe ſhe had received, ſerved but 
to inflame this ſalacious woman to a greater 
degree of paſſion, for the gratification of 
which ſhe now determined-to {eek another 
opportunity» | W 31 
A great feſtival, on occaſion of which 
it was uſual for all the women of diſtinc- 
tion to aſſemble, was now approaching; 
and Potiphar's wife determined to affect an 


e. , ſeph fold him to Potiphar, the principal || indiſpoſition at the time of the entertain 
abian a WE £2 2 3 1 ; . 2 2 e 
e — — — 
$. * © Now Iſrael loved Joſeph more than all his || was of different colours. Some ſuppoſe it to have 


children, becauſe he was the fon of his old age: 
and he made him a coat of many. colours.” Gen. 
XXXVII, z. In the Hebrew it is called a coat of 
many pieces, and in the Arabic a ſilken coat. Of 


. Whatever materials it was compoſed, it evidently 


been of woolen, the threads being of xarious co- 
lours, and others, that it was embroidered with 


| flowers and figures; it being certain that among 


the caſtern nations ſuch garments were worn by 


perſons of diſtinction. 
; ment, 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


ment, in order that ſhe might have an 
opportunity of being in private with Jo- 
ſeph. The time being arrived, ſhe con- 
fined herſelf to her apartment, and on ſome 
pretext, procured 
there, when ſhe addreſſed him to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

« It would have been more fortunate 
for you, had you complied with my for- 
mer ſolicitations either from a reſpect to 
the dignity of my ſtation, or the ſtrong 
affection I have avowed for you; you 
would then have rendered that condeſcen- 
tion unneceflary which I bluſh to make, 
yet cannot avoid, ſo exceſſive is the tender- 
neſs with which you have inſpired me: but 
I hope you will now have diſcretion enough 
to atone for your former error. By coun- 
terfeiting myſelf indiſpoſed, I deny myſelf 
a ſhare in the entertainments of the day, 
and thereby afford you a proof that the 
converſation and ſociety of perſons in an 
exalted rank of life cannot ſtand in compe- 
tition with the love I bear towards you. 
Perhaps you might imagine that my for- 
mer propoſal was merely intended to put 


your chaſtity to the proof; if ſo, you were 


deceived. The arms of a woman inex- 


—— 


Joſeph to attend her 


preſſibly enamoured of you are now open 


to embrace you, and if you are prudent 
enough to avail yourſelf of the happy op- 
portunity, rely on my utmoſt endeavours 
to promote your happineſs and welfare in 
life: but if you ſhould preſume to repulſe 
the offer of my love, I will avenge the in- 
ſalt, by involving you in irretrieveable de- 
ſtruction; therefore hope not to find ſe- 
curity in a ridiculous oſtentation of conti- 
nency; for if my paſſion is a ſecond time 


diſappointed, be aſſured I will accuſe you 


to my huſband of an attempt upon my 
chaſtity; and when the charge is exhibited, 
whatever you may advance in your juſtifi- 
cation cannot poſſibly be of the leaſt avail.” 
The above addreſs was accompanied with 
prayers, tears, and denunciations of ven- 
geance: but the integrity of Joſeph was 
too firm to be ſhaken either by compaſſion 
or terror; and he remained inflexibly de- 
termined to expoſe himſelf to the rage and 
malice of a diſappointed and vindictive 
woman, rather than become the inſtrument 
of gratifying her lewd and lacivious defires. 
He reminded her of the reſpe& ſhe owed 
to herſelf, as well as her huſband ; obſerv- 
ing that the indulgence of an impro 
appetite would inevitably be productive of 
the continual dread of diſcovery, which, 
together with the conſciouſneſs of having 
tranſgreſſed a poſitive command of the 


ä 


Almighty, could not fail to deſtroy all the 
ſubſtantial comforts of life. He further 
obſerved, that by participating in a com- 
mon crime with her domeſtic, her autho- 
rity and conſequence would be diminiſhed ; 
and admoniſhed her, that ſhe would find 
the benefit of refraining from ſuch actions 
as could not be committed without pro- 
ducing the keeneſt remorſe ; adding that 
ſecret wickedneſs would ever ſubject the 
perpetrator thereof to the terror of detec- 
tion; and though it might not be diſco- 
vered by man, it muſt inevitably excite the 
indignation of Heaven. 

Excluſive of what is faid above, Joſeph 
urged a variety of other arguments in order 
to ſubdue the inordinate defires of his miſ- 
treſs : but ſo far from proving effectual, 
his perſuaſions ſerved but the more vio- 
lently to inflame her paſſions; and there- 
fore, what had been denied to her intrea- 
ties ſhe endeavoured to obtain by force. 
Seizing Joſeph by his “ garment, his miſ- 
treſs attempted to compel him to commit 
an act of lewdneſs: but diſguſted at her 
libidinous behaviour, he quitted the apart- 
ment; but in the ſtruggle to releaſe him- 
ſelf from his licentious and ſhameleſs miſ- 
treſs, he left his coat, or outward garment, 
in her hands. Upon the departure of Jo- 
ſeph, his miſtreſs immediately formed the 
reſolution of accuſing Toſeph of having 
made an attempt upon her honour, where- 
by ſhe intended at once to ſecure her own 
character from reproach, and wreak ven- 
geance upon the youth whoſe high ſenſe 
of honour, piety and virtue, had diſap- 
pointed her incontinent deſires. 

Soon after the departure of Joſeph, Po- 
tiphar came into his wife's chamber, and 
finding her in diforder, he queſtioned her 
very particularly as to what could have oc- 
caſioned her to labour under fo great an 
agitation of ſpirits. Thereupon ſhe faid to 
her huſband, that if he delayed to inflict 
the moſt exemplary puniſhment upon his 
favourite ſervant, Joſeph, he would confirm 
himſelf to be the dupe of the moſt com- 
pleat hypocrite, and the moſt atrocious 


{villain upon earth. She then told him, 


that Joſeph, to whom he had entruſted 


|the whole management of his family, and 


the ſuperintendency of all his other do- 
meſtics, had obtruded himſelf into her re- 
tirement, and made a forcible attempt to 
violate his marriage bed ; and to confirm 
this injurious accuſation, ſhe ſhewed him 
Joſeph's garment, ſaying that in the ſtrug- 
gle to releaſe herſelf from his power, the 
had torn it from him ; and finding his vi- 


* 


* And ſhe caught him by his garment, ſaying, 
Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, 
and fied, and got out.“ Gen. XXXIX. 12. Accord- 
ing to the ancient tranſlations, the garment left by 


ö 
| 


il — 


Joſeph, in poſſeſſion of Potiphar's wife, was a cloak. 
or mantle, which he might, without difficulty, free 
himſelf from, in order to diſengage himſelf from 
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cious inclinations ſo reſolutely - oppoſed, 
in his confuſion and dread of being detect- 
ed by his maſter, he had eſcaped without it. 


This artful and abandoned woman ſup- 


ported her falſe accuſation in ſo plauſible 
a manner, that her huſband, who had the 
moſt tender affection for her perſon, and 
unbounded confidence in her virtue, was as 
firmly perſuaded of Joſeph's guilt as if he 
had been an actual witneſs to the pretended 
fact; for ſhe had the reputation of being a 
woman of exemplary virtue, and of the 
moſt unſullied purity. of manners. And 
therefore, without examining into the 
nature of the circumſtances attending the 
charge alledged againſt hum, Potiphar oc- 
caſioned Joſeph to be confined in the 
* common jail, among the moſt abandoned 
and infamous diſturbers of the public 


CHAP. 


Foſeph's patience and refignation during his 
impriſonment. He is treated with kind- 
neſs and humanity by the gaoler. His 
interpretation of ſeveral dreams. In con- 
equence of the recommendation of Pha- 

raob's butler, Foſeph 1s ſent for out of 
priſon. He interprets Pharaoh's dream, 
and adviſes proviſion to be made againſt 
an approaching famine. Toſeph's advan- 
cement. 


tt 


N his confinement Joſeph attempted 
not to vindicate his innocence by a 
refutation of the injurious charge exhibited 
againſt him : but repoſing a firm reliance 
on the power of the Almighty, which he 
knew to be infinitely ſuperior to that of his 
enemies, he patiently ſubmitted to his in- 
priſonment and chains, comforting himſelf 
in the reflection, that God would continue 
to be his unfailing protector. With fide- 
lity, care and diligence, Joſeph executed 
every command impoſed upon him, and 


* 


In this place of confinement, the good patri- 
arch was treated with peculiar ſeverity, being en- 
cumbered with fetters, which wore away his fleſh, 


and put into the moſt noiſome dungeon of the pri- 


ſon. According to the threats uttered againſt him, 
he naturally expected, that by rejecting the ſolicita- 
tions of his A he ſhould not only be deprived 
of the ſtation he held in the family, but alſo en- 
danger, not only his liberty, but his life alſo ; and 
he was ready to refign both life and freedom, rather 
than trangreſs the commands of God. The hiſtory 
of Joſeph is one of the fineſt pieces in Scripture : 
it is extremely affecting, and affords a ſtrong proof 
of the ine; lber of Heaven. It was the pleaſure 
of the Almighty to exalt Joſeph to grandeur and 
authority, and to humiliate his brethren before 
him. The meaſures his brothers purſued to 
obſtru& his ſucceſs, contributed to his glo1ious 
advancement; and the reader will find, that the 
calumnies of his lewd miſtreſs, which threat- 
ened to complete his deſtruction, combined with 
other circumſtances to inveſt him with the pow - 
ers of royalty, This example ſhould teach us to 


— 
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N 
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flavour.“ 


BY FLAVIUS JoSsEP HUS 


otherwiſe demeaned himſelf in ſo proper a 
manner that the + keeper of the priſon re- 
lieved him from the difagreeable incum- 
brance of his irons, and afforded him better 


43 


accommodation, and greater privileges than 


the generality of the priſoners enjoyed. 


In thoſe converſations which took place 


among the priſoners during their intervals 
from labour, an acquaintance was contract- 
ed between Joſeph-and Pharaoh's 4 butler, 
who in conſequence of ſome unlucky oc- 
currence happened to be under confinement. 
This butler, who, notwithſtanding his 
preſent misfortune had gained a high place 
in the favour and eſteem of the king, told 
Joſeph that he was much concerned to have 
incurred the diſpleaſure of his maſter, fince 
which he had been perplexed with dreams 
and viſions which appeared to him of an 
extraordinary nature; and profeſſing to en- 
tertain a very great opinion of the talents 
and underſtanding of Joſeph, he requeſted 


| his attention while he related the particu- 


lars of one of his dreams, at the fame time 
deſiring him to give the moſt rational in- 


terpretation that could be affigned to it. 


He then related the dream to the following 
effect: I imagined I beheld three branch- 


Pharaoh's 


es of a vine, a bunch of ripe grapes de- butler relates 


pending from each branch, and that having 
preſſed the fruit into a cup, which Pha- 
raoh held in his hand, I preſented the wine 
to the king, who found it of an execellent 
Hereupon Joſeph adviſed him 


a dream to 
_—_— Gen. 
10, 11, 


not to be afflicted at his confinement ; for 


the dream imported, that the king having 
occaſion for his ſervices, in three days he 


would be releaſed, and reſtored to his office 


in Pharaoh's 
dream, Joſeph ſaid, The fruit of the vine 
is the gift of God for the uſe and comfort 
of mankind ; it is acceptable to God in 
facrifices; it creates friendſhips, tends to 
the reconciliation: of diſagreements, diſpels 


ee 


— CO 


conſole ourſelves under the worſt of misfortunes ; 


ſince it exemplifies that thoſe who repoſe their truſt 
in the goodneſs of the Almighty, may reaſonably 
oy that he will graciouſly convert their preſent 
ſufferings into the means of future happineſs, | 

+ And the keeper of the priſon committed ta 
Joſeph's hand all the priſoners that were in the pri- 
ſon ; and whatſoever they did there; he was the 
doer of it.” Gen. XXX . 22. Hence it appears, 
that his fidelity and induſtry were inſtruments in 
the hands of Providence for cauſing him to be ap- 
pointed dEputy to the keeper of the priſon, whereby 
the rigour of his fortune was in a conſiderable de- 
gree alleviated. N 122 1 5 

t It is beyond diſpute that the butler and the 
baker held very conſiderable offices in Pharaoh's 


palace. In explanation of the 


palace, and particularly the former, he having free 


acceſs to, and the privilege of conyerſing with, and 
even of offering advice to the king. And Pha- 
raoh was wrath againſt two of his officers, againſt 
the chief of the butlers, and 
bakers,” Gen, XL. 2 


againſt the chief of the 


| a4 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, Book jt, 
the moſt learned of the Egyptian doctors 
to attend, in order that he might conſult 
them with regard to the fignification of his 
dreams. They aſſembled, and after a long 
conſultation declared themſelves incapable 
of expounding the viſions, which greatly 
| increaſed the king's unhappineſs. Here- 
upon the butler related the expoſitions 
Joſeph had given to the dreams of himſelf 
and the chief baker during their impriſon- 
ment, mentioning that he was reſtored to 
his majeſty's favour, and the baker exe- 
cuted, in ſtrict conformity with the predic- 
tions of their fellow priſoner. He informed 
the king that the interpretations were given 
by a domeſtic of Potiphar, on whole ac- 
cuſation he was {till detained in confine- 
ment ; and that, notwithſtanding his pre- 
ſent depreſſed ſituation, he avowed himielt 
to be a Hebrew of a reſpectable family. He 
then ſtrongly recommended the king to 
ſend for Joſeph, aſſuring him that he was 
poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary talents as to 
be able to give an accurate and juſt inter- 
pretation of his viſion. In compliance 
with the advice of his butler, the king 
commanded Joſeph to be immediately ſent 
for from priſon, and conducted into his 
prefence. | 
Upon the arrival of Joſeph, the king re- 
cerved him in a courteous manner, and tak- 
ing him by the right hand, addreſſed him 
in the following manner: One of the 
officers of my houſhold has repreſented you 
as a man of whoſe wiſdom he has had 
experience, particularly informing me, that 
you excel in the faculty of expounding 
dreams ; and that you might exerciſe your 
{kill in this ſcience was the motive for my 
ſending for you. Having given ſo juſt an 
expoſition of the dream of my ſervant, I 
requeſt that you will act in the ſame man- 
ner by me. It is my expreſs command, 
that neither with a view to ingratiate my 
| favour, nor from the dread of incurring my 
diſpleaſure, you depart from the truth, but 
ſpeak equally without diſguiſe or preju- 
dice, whether what you may have to ſay ſhall 
be moſt likely to give me concern or ſatis- 
faction. The ſubſtance of the dream which 
I with you to expound is as follow: I 
imagined that while walking by the fide of 
a river, I perceived ſeven large and fleſhy 
oxen come out of the water and proceed to- 
wards the paſture, and that afterwards 


tare and oppreſſion of ſpirits, and converts 
ſadneſs into joy. The king having receiv- 
ed the cup is an auſpicious omen to you ; 
for it implies, that, in as many days as you 
faw branches, you will be reſtored to li- 
berty. When this prediction is verified, 
J muſt requeſt that you will reflect on the 
unfortunate ſituation of myſelf; and re- 
member that it is characteriſtic of a good 
man in proſperity to yield aſſiſtance to thoſe 
who are labouring under the oppreſſion of 
adverſity. Believe me when I declare that 
the loſs of my liberty is not on account of 
having committed a criminal act, but 
merely in conſequence of having preferred 
the honour of my maſter to the indulgence 
of a carnal appetite.” | 
This interpretation of courſe was highly 
agreeable to the butler, who communicat-| 
ed the circumſtance to the king's chief 
baker, he being confined in the fame priſon. 
Upon this, the baker reſolved to apply to 
Joſeph requeſting an interpretation of his 
dream, flattering himſelf that the expoſi- 
tion of it would prove as favourable as that 
given to the butler's. The dream was to 
this purpoſe : He had the preceding night 
ſuppoſed himſelf carrying three baſkets, 
two containing bread and the other fleth, 
and various delicacies for the king's table ; 
and notwithſtanding all his endeavours to 
fright them away, the birds of the air flew 
into the baſkets, and voraciouſſy devoured 
the proviſions. Having heard the dream, 
Joſeph faid it gave him concern that he 
could not put fo favourable a conſtruction 
upon it as he had done upon that of the 
butler; and having admoniſhed him to con- 
duct himſelf with fortitude, he gave the 
following explication: Cj the two firſt 
baſkets of bread, it is implied, that you have 
no more than two days to live, and the 
baſket containing the fleſh imports, that 
on the third day you will be crucified on 
a tree, and your body expoſed to be de- 
voured by the fowls of the air.” 
The events predicted by Joſeph were pre- 
ciſely verified; for on the day he had ſpe- 
cified, being the anniverſary feſtival of Pha - 
raoh's nativity, he commanded the butler 
to be reſtored to his employment, and the 
baker to be crucified. 
_ Joſeph ſuffered impriſonment for the 
ſpace of two years, during which time the 
butler neglected to purſue any meaſures for 


Joſeph ex- 
ome the 
ream of 
Pharaoh's 
| chief baker, 
ver. 18, 19. 


his deliverance, which, however he obtain- 
ed in conſequence of the following occur- 
rence. In one night the king had two 
dreams, which he ſuppoſed to have been 


expounded to him. The viſions he re- 
the particulars of 
my thoughts a ſhort time upon the mean- 


membered, but forget 


the expoſitions of them, though he in gene- 
ral recollected that they were unfavourable 


ſeven lean and ill- formed cattle of the ſame 


ſpecies went from the paſture towards the 


river: I ſuppoſed the beaſts to meet, and 
that the lean devoured the fat oxen, and 
yet their bulk appeared not to be increaſed. 
After this I awoke, and having employed 


ing of the viſion, fell into another fleep, when 


I imagined that I faw ſeven ears of corn 
ſpring from a ſingle root, being ripe for 
| cutting, 


to him. Being uneaſy on this account, he 
next morning ſummoned a convocation of 


gar. VI.] 


ſeph ex- 
lains the 


1 then, in a reſpectful but manly 
er. ; 


not fail to contribute in a conſiderable de- 
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cutting, and fo heavily laden with grain 
that the ſtalks bent under their burden. At 
a ſmall diſtance I ſuppoſed there to be ſey- 
en ears of thin and blaſted corn, which, 
to my great aſtoniſhment, devoured the ſev- 
en full and ripe ears. This latter viſion in- 
creaſed my depreſſion of ſpirits and uneaſi« 
neſs of mind occaſioned by the former. 

The king having concluded, Joſeph ſe- 
riouſly deliberated on what he had faid; and 
tone of 
voice, delivered the following reply: The 
two dreams of your majeſty, however dif- 
fering in their circumſtances, manifeſtly 
appear to me to have relation and reference 
to a common event. He obſerved, that the 
ox Was an animal intended by providence to 
labour in tilling the earth. By the ſeven 
fat and the ſeven lean oxen, and the ſeven 
full and the ſeven blaſted ears of corn, was 
implied an abundance in Egypt for ſeven 
years, and afterwards a ſcarcity for an equal 
ſpace of time. From the circumſtances of 
the lean oxen devouring the fleſhy and 
plump ones, and the blighted ears of - corn 
conſuming the full and ripe ones, it was to 
be underſtood that the produce of the firſt 
ſeven years would not be equal to ſupply the 
deficiences of the next ſeyen. By the lean 
oxen not appearing to be ſatisfied after de- 
vouring the others, he underſtood as a de- 
monſtration that the famine would be ex- 
tremely ſevere. God, ſaid he, does not 
reveal his wiſe purpoſes merely to terrify 
and afflict mankind ; but he is graciouſly | 
pleaſed to communicate his intentions, that 
his creatures may prevent, or provide againſt 
calamities, which, without ſuch precauti- 
on, would be intolerable. I therefore take 
the privilege of recommending that your 
majeſty will be pleaſed to iſſue orders that 
a reſervation may be made of a part of the 
grain produced in the ſeven years of plenty, 
as a reſource to render leſs grievous and 


diſtreſſing to your ſubjects the ſcarcity of 


the ſubſequent ſeven years. 


In admiration of the ſagacity, penetra- | 


tion, and foreſight of Joſeph, the king queſ- 
tioned him as to what proceeding he judg- | 
ed moſt adviſeable for averting the misfor- 
tunes he had predicted. Hereupon Joſeph 


faid that he would propoſe a rigid cecono- || 


my in the public expenditure, ſince a re- 
trenchment of every ſuperfluous expence in 
the ſeveral departments of the ſtate could 


gree towards obviating the threatened evil. 


2 IE 


And Pharaoh took off the ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Joſeph's hand, and arrayed him in 
veſtures of fine linen And he made him ride in 
the ſecond chariot.” Gen. XLI. 42, 43. This 
country was famous for producing fine linen; the 
uſual dreſs of the prieſts, who were the principal 
perſons in the adminiſtration, was made of this lin- 
en dyed purple. Some tranſlators of the Scriptures, 


—— 
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| He further informed the king, that in his 
opinion, it would be prudent to depoſit ſtores 
of grain in magazines and other convenient 


ſuch quantities as would be neceſſary for 
the ſubſiſtence of the people, and for ſup- 
plying them with ſeed tor vegetation. 
Pharaoh expreſſed himſelf no leſs ſatisfi- 
ed with the ſentiments of Joſeph in reſpect 
to public economy than he had before 
done on the ſubject of his {kill in the inter- 
pretation of dreams. Highly to the ho- 
nour of his judgment, the king inveſted 


grain, and to carry the project he had ſug- 
geſted into execution, in whatever manner 
ſhould appear to him the beſt calculated for 
the ſervice of himſelf and the general wel- 
fare of his people. 
commiſſion, the king delivered to him bis 
ſignet, and granted him certain privileges 
and immunities, among which were thoſe 
of wearing * garments of purple, and of 
riding in a chariot through any parts of the 
dominions. 

Joſeph immediately proceeded to adopt 
his plan of regulation, in conformity to 


— 


in the royal ſtores, and delivered to the 
people only ſuch portions as were neceſſary 
for their ſubſiſtence, and for the cultivati- 
on of their lands, at the ſame time keeping 


ſual a regulation. 


„ 

The king's eſteem for Joſeph encreaſes. He 
marries, and has two ſons, The famine 
prevails in Egypt. Jacob ſends his ſons, 
except Benjamin, to deal in corn in Egypt. 
Foſeph affetts to confider his brothers as 
hies. Rubel vindicates himſelf and his 
brethren. Joſeph orders them to be taken 
into cuſtody. Simeon detained as an hojt- 
age, while the others are permitted to de- 
part. 
jamin and his brothers appear before Jo- 


entertains his brothers, who afterwards 
depart. Benjamin accuſed. Fudas in- 
tercedes in his behalf. Toſeph avows 
himſelf to bis brethren, with whom he 1s 
reconciled, and they depart for Canaan 
with rich preſents. | Th 
T this time Joſeph was Þ thirty years 

of age, and by his extraordinary wiſ- 


for want of attending to this circumſtance, have 
rendered the word, veſtures of filk. The ſecond 
chariot ſignifies that immediately following the king's 
equipage in public proceſſions. | 

+ He was therefore about thirteen years in the 
ſervice of Potiphar and in the priſon, he being ſe- 
venteen years of age when he was ſold to the Ara- 
bian merchants, who took him into Egypt. 


Wes 


places, in order to be diſtributed only in 


which he collected great quantities of grain 


in profound ſecrecy the motive for ſo unu- 


ver. 40, 


Upon giving him this 


TFoſeph's ſecret genergſity. Ben- 
ſepb. Simeon reſtored to liberty. Toſeph 


dom, 


45 


Joſeph with full power and authority to Joſeph's ex- 
act as the ſuperintendant of all his ſtores of tation, 


&c. 


dd the cup is an auſpicious omen to you; 
for it implies, that, in as many days as you 


of a carnal appetite.” 


ſuppoſe 


and notwithſtanding 


Joſeph ex- 
plains the 
ream of 
Pharaoh's 
chief baker, 
ver. 18, 19. 


on the third day you will be crucified on 


the expoſitions of them, though he in gene- | 
ral recollected that they were unfavourable} 


tare and oppreſſion of ſpirits , and bonverts 


_ adverſity. 


merely in conſequence of having 


no more than two days to live, and the 


butler neglected to purſue any meaſures for 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


, 


ſadneſs into joy. The king having receiv- 


faw branches, you will be reſtored to li- 
berty. When this iction is verified, 
J muſt requeſt that you wall reflect on the 
unfortunate ſituation of myſelf; and re- 
member that it is prick 5 7 8 of a 88 
man in proſperity to yield aſſiſtance to tho 

who ru g ne the oppreſſion of 
Believe me when I declare that 
the loſs of my liberty is not on account of 
having committed a criminal act, but 
preferred 
the honour of my maſter to the indulgence 


This interpretation 
agreeable to the butler, who communicat- 
ed the circumſtance to the king's chief 
baker, he being confined in the fame priton. 
Upon this, the baker reſolved to apply to 


| Joſeph requeſting an interpretation of his 


dream, flattering himſelf that the expoſi- 
tion of it would prove as favourable as that 
given to the butler's. The dream was to 
this purpoſe : He had the preceding night 
himſelf carrying three 'baſkets, 
two containing bread and the other fleth, 
and various delicacies for the king's table ; 
all his endeavours to 
fright them away, the birds of the air flew! 
into the baſkets, and voraciouſty devoured 


the provifions. Having heard the dream, | 


— 


Joſeph ſaid it gave him concern that he 
could not put ſo favourable a conſtruction 
upon it as he had done upon that of the 
butler; and having admoniſhed him to con- 
duct himſelf with fortitude, he gave the 
following explication: 
baſkets of bread, it is implied, that you have 


baſket containing the fleſh imports, that 


a tree, and your body expoſed to be de- 
voured by the fowls of the air.” : 
The events predicted by Joſeph were pre- 
ciſely verified; for on the day he had ſpe- 
Cified, being the anniverſary feſtival of Pha. 
raoh's nativity, he commanded the butler 
to be reſtored to his employment, and the 
baker to be crucified. | 
Joſeph ſuffered impriſonment for the 
ce of two years, during which time the 


| increaſed the king's unhap 


the two firſt | 


his deliverance, which, however he obtain- 
ed in conſequence of the following occur- 
| two 


to him. Being uneaſy on this account, he 
next morning ſummoned a convocation of 


Boon li] 
the moſt learned of the Egyptian doctors 
to attend, in order that he might conſult 
them with regard to the ſignification of his 
dreams. They aſſembled, and after a long 
conſultation declared themſelves. incapable 
of expounding the viſions, which greatly 
pineſs. | Here- 
upon the butler related the expoſitions 
Joſeph had given to the dreams of himſelf 
and the chief baker during their impriſon- 
ment, mentioning that he was reſtored to 
his majeſty's favour, and the baker exe- 
cuted, in ſtrict conformity with the predic- 
tions of their fellow priſoner. He informed 
the king that the interpretations were given 
by a domeſtic of Potiphar, on whoſe ac- 


| cuſation he was {till detained in confine- 
of courſe was highly | 
| {ent depreſſed ſituation, he ayowed himielt 


ment ; and that, notwithſtanding his pre- 


to be a Hebrew of a reſpectable family. He 
then ſtrongly. recommended the king to 
ſend for Joſeph, aſſuring him that he was 
poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary talents as to 
be able to give an accurate and juſt inter- 
pretation of his viſton. In compliance 
with the advice of his butler, the king 
commanded Joſeph to be immediately ſent 
for from priſon, and conducted into his 

Upon the arrival of Joſeph, the king re- 
ceived him in a courteous manner, and tak 
ing him by the right hand, addreſſed him 
in. the following manner : * One of the 
officers: of my houſhold has repreſented you 
as a man of whoſe wiſdom be has had 
experience, particularly informing me, that 
you excel in the faculty of expounding 
dreams ; and that you might exerciſe your 
{kill in this ſcience was the motive for my 
ſending for you. Having given fo juſt an 
expoſition of the dream of my ſervant, I 
requeſt that you will act in the fame man- 
ner by me. It is my expreſs command, 
that neither with a view to ingratiate my 
fayour, nor from the dread of incurring my 


diſpleaſure, you depart from the truth, but 


ſpeak equally without diſguiſe or preju- 
dice, whether what you may have to ſay ſhall 
be moſt likely to give me concern or ſatis- 
faction. The ſubſtance of the dream which 
I with you to expound is as follow: I 


| 1magined that while walking by the fide of 


a river, I perceived ſeven large and fleſhy 
oxen come out of the water and proceed to- 
wards the paſture, and that afterwards 


ſeven lean and ill-formed cattle of the fame 
ipecies went from the paſture towards the 
river: I ſu the beaſts to meet, and 


ing of the viſion, fell into another fleep, when 
I imagined that I ſaw ſeven ears of corn 
ſpring from a ſingle root, being ripe for 

Ws cutting, 


ſſeph ex- 
lains the 


cutting, and ſo heavily laden with grain 
that the ſtalks bent under their burden. At 
a ſmall diſtance I ſuppoſed there to be ſev. 
en ears of thin and blaſted corn, which, 
to my great aſtoniſhment, devoured the ſev- 
en full and ripe ears. This latter viſion in- 


creaſed my depreſſion of ſpirits and uneaſi« || 


neſs of mind occaſioned by the former, 
The king having concluded, Joſeph ſe- 
riouſly deliberated on what he had faid; and 


_” then, in a reſpectful but manly tone of 
| er. 1 


voice, delivered the following reply : : The 
two dreams of your majeſty, however dif- 
fering in their circumſtances, manifeſtly 
appear to me to have relation and reference 
to a common event. He obſerved, that the 
ox was an animal intended by providence to 
labour in tilling the earth. By the ſeven 


fat and the ſeven lean oxen, and the ſeven 


full and the ſeven blaſted ears of corn, was 
implied an abundance in Egypt for ſeven 
years, and afterwards a ſcarcity for an equal 
ſpace of time. From the circumſtances of 


the lean oxen devouring the fleſhy and| 


plump ones, and the blighted ears of -corn 
conſuming the full and ripe ones, it was to 
be underſtood that the produce of the firſt 
ſeven years would not be equal to ſupply the 
deficiences of the next ſeyen. By the lean 
oxen not appearing to be ſatisfied after de- 


vouring the others, he underſtood as a de- 
monſtration that the famine would be ex- 


tremely ſevere. God, faid he, does not 


reveal his wiſe purpoſes merely to tertify 


and afflict mankind; but he is graciouſly 
pleaſed to communicate his intentions, that 
his creatures may prevent, or provide againſt 
calamities, which, without ſuch precauti- 
on, would be intolerable. 


a reſervation may be made of a part of the 
grain produced in the ſeven years of plenty, 
as a reſource to render leſs grievous and 


diſtreſſing to your ſubjects the ſcarcity 


the ſubſequent ſeven years. | 


In admiration of the ſagacity, penetra- 


tion, and foreſight of Joſeph, the king queſ- 


tioned him as to what proceeding he judg- 
ed moſt adviſable for averting the misfor- 
tunes he had predicted. Hereupon Joſeph 
ſaid that he would propoſe a rigid œcono- 
my in the public expenditure, ſince a re- 
trenchment of every ſuperfluous expence in 
the ſeveral departments of the ſtate could 
not fail to contribute in a conſiderable de- 
gree towards obviating the threatened evil. 


[ EI IN 


* © And Pharaoh took off the ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Joſeph's hand, and arrayed him in 
veſtures of fine linen—And he made him ride in 


the ſecond chariot.” Gen. XLI. 42, 43. This 


country was famous for producing fine linen; the | 


uſual dreſs of the prieſts, who were the principal 
perlons in the adminiftration, was made of this lin- 


en dyed purple. Some tranſlators of the Scriptures, 
£4 {it 


pretation of dreams. 


— 


— 


I therefore take 
the privilege of recommending that your | 
majeſty will be pleaſed to iſſue orders that | 
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He further informed the king; that in his. 


opinion, it would be prudent to depoſit ſtores 
of grain in magazines and other convenient 
places, in order to be diſtributed only in 
ſuch quantities as would be neceſſary for 
the ſubſiſtence of the people, and for ſup- 
plying them with ſeed tor vegetation. 


Pharaoh: expreſſed himſelf no leſs fatish< . 


ed with the ſentiments of Joſeph in reſpect 
to public economy than he had before 
done on the ſubject of his {kill in the inter- 
Highly to the ho- 
nour of his judgment, the king inveſted 
Joſeph with full power and authority to 
act as the ſuperintendant of all his ſtores of 


grain, and to carry the project he had ſug- 


geſted into execution, in whatever manner 


ſhould appear to him the beſt calculated for 


the ſervice of himſelf and the general wel- 
Upon giving him this 


fare of his people. 
commiſſion, the king delivered to him his 
ſignet, and granted him certain privileges 


Joſeph's ex- 
altation, 
ver. 40, & e. 


and immunities, among which were thoſe 


of wearing * garments of purple, and of 
riding in a chariot through any parts of the 
dominions. 5 
Joſeph immediately proceeded to adopt 
his plan of regulation, in conformity to 
which he collected great quantities of grain 
in the royal ſtores, and delivered to the 
people only ſuch portions as were neceſſary 
for their ſubſiſtence, and for the cultivati- 
on of their lands, at the ſame time keeping 
in profound ſecrecy the motive for ſo unu- 
ſual a regulation. IS 
r 
The king's eſteem for Toſeph encreaſes. He 
marries, and has two ſons, The famine 
prevails in Egypt. Jacob ſends his ſons, 
except Benjamin, ta deal in corn m Egypt. 
Joſeph affetts to conſider his brothers as 
pres. Rubel vindicates himſelf and his 
brethren. Toſeph orders them to be taken 
into cuſtody. Simeon detained as an hoſt+ 
age, while the others are permitted to de- 
part. Foſeph's ſecret , 
jamin and his brothers appear before Jo- 
ſeph. Simeon d to liberty. Teoſeph 
entertains his brothers, who afterwards 
depart. Benjamin accuſed. TFudas in- 
tercedes in his behalf. Toſeph avows 
himſelf to bis brethren, with whom be is 
reconciled, and they depart for Canaan 
with rich preſents. 5 
I this time Joſeph was Þ thirty years 
of age, and by his extraordinary wiſ- 


— 


for want of attending to this circumſtance, have 
rendered the word, veſtures of filk. The ſecond 


Ben- 


chariot ſignifies that immediately following the kings 


equipage in public proceſlions. | 

+ He was therefore about thirteen years in the 
ſervice of Potiphar and in the priſon, he being ſe- 
venteen years of age when he was ſold to the Ara- 


bian merchants, who took him into Egypt. 


dom, 


dom and prudence he gained fo diſtinguiſn- 
ed a place in the favour and eſteem of Pha- 
raoh, that he gave him the appellation of 
* Pſonthomphanec, a word in the Egyp- 
tian language, importing the diſcoverer of 
hidden things. 

Through the negociation of Phatach, 

Joſeph mar- Joſeph eſpouſed FAnaneth, the daughter of 

ries, and be I Petephera, high-prieſt of Heliopolis. This 

pray rns ve. alliance was highly honourable to Joſeph, 
and was the means of augmenting his in- 
fluence and reputation among the people. 
Before the famine in Egypt, Joſeph had 
two ſons by Ananeth, the elder of whom 
received the name of Manaſſes, or oblivion, 
becauſe, in the improved ſtate of his fortune, 
he no longer remembered the ſufferings he 
had endured during his adverſity ; and the 
younger was called Ephraim, on account 
of his being born to the freedom of his fore- 
fathers. | 

Upon the expiration of the ſeven years 
of abundance, Egypt was viſited by a dread- 

ful famine, as Joſeph had predicted; and 
ſuch were the diſtreſſes of the people, that 
they came in great numbers from the moſt 
diſtant parts of the kingdom, and aſſem- 
bling before the king's palace, clamour- 
ouſly demanded relief. Hereupon Jofeph 

| ſupplied the neceſſities of the public, who, 
in admiration of his foreſight and pru- 

| dence, unanimouſly hailed him as the fa- 
viour of the nation. This ſeaſonable re- 
lief was not confined to the natives of 
Egypt, foreigners alſa being permitted to 
purchaſe grain at the king's magazines ; 
for the opinion of Joſeph was, that all 
mankind being allied by blood, it was the 
indiſpenſable duty of every individual, en- 
Joying the bleſſings of life, to alleviate the 
ſufferings of thoſe labouring under the 
preſſure of adverſity. 

The above mentioned calamity was not 
confined to Egypt, but extended to ſeveral 
other countries ; and Canaan was particu- 

larly afflicted by the ſcarcity. Having re- 

ceived intelligence, that foreigners were 
permitted to purchaſe corn in Egypt, 
Jacob ſends Jacob ſent ten of his ſons thither for that 
his ſons into purpoſe, || Benjamin, the ſon of Rachel, 


Egyptr® and own brother to Joſeph, remaining at 
purchaſe W Xs 
corn, Gen, home. Upon the arrival of the breth- 


XL. II. ver. ren in Egypt, they made application to 
* 1 Joſeph for permiſſion to buy and convey 


* In Scripture, Phoſomphanec. 
+ Scripture, Zaphnaah-paancah, 
1 Scripture, Potiphera. : 
|| Left any misfortune ſhould happen to him, 
Jacob would not ſend Benjamin with them, he ha- 
ving an extraordinary affection for him, both on 
account of his being the fon of Rachel, for whom 
he had the -moſt tender affection, and ſuppoſing 
him to be the only child by her fill living, for he 
had abandoned all hope of ſeeing Joſeph again? 
They had not ſeen him for many years, during 


which his features muſt have been altered; and if ; 
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to the ſecrets of the ſtate. 


with them through the agency of an interpreter, 


[Boox ll 


grain out of Pharaoh's dominions. Up- 
on their appearance before him, he in 
ſtantly recognized their perſons : but find- 
ing himſelf entirely ¶ unknown to them, 
he determined to put their preſent diſpo- 
ſition to the proof ; and to effect this pur- 
poſe he not only rejected their requiſition, 
but informed them that he had reaſon to 
believe the purchaſe of corn was a mere 
pretext, and that the real object of their ſoſephaccuts 
journey into Egypt was to penetrate in- bis brothen 
Being ex- . 6. 8 
tremely deſirous of gaining information 
relating both to his father and his brother 
Benjamin, who he was apprehenſive might 
have fallen a victim to the cruelty they 
intended to exerciſe upon him, Joſeph ac- 
cuſed his brothers of conſpiracy, and 
threatened them with the vengeance of the 
law for that offence, imagining that to 
vindicate themſelves from this charge, they 
would be induced to relate the particulars 
of the ſituation of his family, which he 
had been very anxious to learn from the 
time of departing from his father's habi- 
tation. 
The diſappointment they had experienc- 
ed having thrown them into great terror 
and conſternation, Rubel, the elder bro- 
ther, in behalf of himſelf and companions, 
thus addreſſed himſelf to Joſeph : <* Be aſ- 
ſured that we have never entertained the 
moſt diſtant idea of intermeddling in poli- 
tical affairs, or attempting injury to the 
perſon of the king, or diſturbance to his 
government. We are come into this coun- 
try with no other view than to procure a 
ſupply of the common neceſſaries of life, 
being attracted by the great humanity of 
Pharaoh, whereby we underſtand that fo- 
reigners and his own ſubjects are upon 
an equal footing with reſpect to the pur- 
chaſe of corn from the royal ſtores and 
magazines. It is true, as we have already 
averred, that we are the ſons of one man, 
of which the ſtriking reſemblance of our 
features may be underſtood as a teſtimony 
of ſome force. Our father is a Hebrew 
by deſcent, his name being Jacob ; by four 
women he had twelve ſons; and till he 
was deprived of one of the number, whoſe 
name was Joſeph, the affairs of our family 
were in a proſperous and happy train: 
but ſince the untimely and deeply regret- 


——_—{ 
—_- »„—— 


we recollect that the grandeur of apparel greatly al- 
ters the appearance of a man; and that he converſed 


it will not appear extraordinary that they ſhould 
not remember their brother. : 
* He accuſed them of being ſpies : the Scripture 


ſays he addreſſed them thus: Ve are ſpies; to 
ſee the nakedneſs of the land ye are come.” Gen. 
XLII. 9. This ſignifies that they came to examine 
the fate of the fortifications. I hey entered Egypt 
by thoſe paſſes where alone it was aſſailable. 


ted 
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ted death of our deareſt brother, misfor- 
tunes have befallen us. The ſorrows of 
our father for the loſs of his ſon are till 
inconſolable, and to this day we feel not 
leſs affliction on his account, than we did 
for the death of our tenderly-beloved bro- 
ther, Joſeph. Under the auſpices of your 
humanity we come hither to purchaſe 
corn, our younger brother, Benjamin, re- 
maining at home to attend upon and yield 
aſſiſtance to our aged father. If the truth 


of what I have averred ſhall ſtill be diſ- 


uted, a confirmation of it may be obtain- 
ed by diſpatching a meſſenger to our fa- 
ther.” . 

Joſeph, who had received great ſatisfac- 
tion in being informed of the welfare of 
his father and his brother Benjamin, or- 
\eph orders dered his brothers to be taken into cuſtody, 
i bothers ſaying, he would make further enquiries 
C _—_ into their caſe on a future opportunity. 
Three days having elapſed, they were 

azain brought before him ; when he in- 

formed them, that he ſtill ſuſpected them 
to entertain deſigns hoſtile to the government. 

In order to be fatisfied that they had no 

evil intentions, and that they were in re- 


one man, he propoſed, that on condition 
of one remaining with him as a hoſtage, 
the others ſhould return, and after deliver- 
ing to their father the corn they came to 
purchaſe, again appear before him, accom- 
panied by their younger brother, Benja- 
min. During the abſence of the others, 
their hoſtage, he aſſured them, ſhould be 
treated with kindneſs; and nothing but 
their acquieſcence in the meaſure he had 
propoſed would 
tegrity. 
They now imagined their deſtruction to 
be inevitable, and conſequently were ex- 
tremely alarmed and unha They bit- 
terly deplored their ſituation, and while 
their conſciences keenly upbraided them 


convince him of their in- 


with their former guilt, obſerved to each | 


other, that the danger in which they were 
now involved was in conſequence of the 
vengeance of Heaven purſuing them to a- 
venge their barbarity to Joſeph. Rubel 
reprimanded them for the folly of a late re- 
pentance, not proceeding from a conſciouſ- 
neſs and abhorrence of guilt, but from the 
terror of immediate puniſhment, obſerving 


prove ineffectual. They now fell into deſ- 


tended God to overtake them ; and while 
tormented by the ſtings of conſcience, up- 
braided themſelves that the juſtice of Ru- 
bel's remarks had not occurred to them be- 
fore. So dreadful were the apprehenſions, 
and ſo ſharp was the compunction of con- 


icience which the brothers expreſſed in their 


ality, as they pretended to be, the ſons of 


that ſuch extorted contrition muſt ever 


pondency, expecting the wrath of an of- 


| 
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not without the utmoſt difficulty Joſeph 
was able to refain from tears ; and the fcene 
at length became fo diſtreſſing that he was 
under the neceſſity of retiring, leſt by giving 
way to his feelings he ſhould diſcover him- 
ſelf. After a ſhort abſence, during which 
he compoſed the tumult of his ſpirits, Jo- 
ſeph returned to his brothers, and accepting 
Simeon as a hoſtage to ſecure their a - 


| countenances and deportment, that it was 


ance again, accompanied by Benjamin; he 


gave them a licence for the purchaſe of the 
corn they had demanded, after which they 
departed, Having purchaſed their corn, 
they ſet out on their return home, previous 
to which one of Joſeph's attendants had, by 


his maſter's command, ſecretly conveyed. 


the money they had paid for their corn into 
their baggage. 


47 


Upon their return into Canaan, the ſons The ſons re- 
related to their father all the occurrences turn to their 


they had met with in Egypt, which gave 
Jacob much uncaſineſs; he particularly 
diſapproved of their having left Simeon as 


ather, 


vers 29. 


a hoſtage; and was inexpreſſibly concerned 
at the idea of parting with Benjamin, though 


Rubel offered to ſtake the lives of his own 
two children on the ſafety of his return. 
Upon opening the ſacks, and finding in 
them the amount of the ſum they had paid 
for the corn, their perplexity and uneaſi- 
neſs was greatly inereaſed, . * | 
The ſtock of corn they had procured was 
gradually diminiſhing ; and the proſpect of 
an approaching ſcarcity was hig 
ing; for without fulfilling their contract, 
they could neither hope for a further ſup- 
ply from Egypt, nor to venture into that 


ly alarm 


country without expoſing themſelves to the 


danger of being put to death, or, at leaſt, 
being for ever deprived of their liberty. 
The danger of ſcarcity ſometimes co-ope- 
rated with the perſuaſions of his other ſons 
to incline Jacob to conſent that Benjamin 
ſhould go with them to Pharaoh's court: 
but he as often retracted. At length, Ju- 
das, who was a man of bold and free man- 


ners, addreſſed himſelf to his father to the 


following effect: According to my ſen- 


{| timents, you are too ſolicitous for the ſafety 


of your ſon Benjamin; for in order to ſe- 


cure his preſervation, you will, if you per- 
ſevere in your preſent diſpoſition of mind, 
conſign your other ſons to inevitable ruin, 
which muſt be the conſequence of provok- 
ing the enmity of Pharaoh by the violation 
of our contract. Whether at home, or 
abroad, it is juſt that our younger brother 
ſhould ſubmit to the will of God. But 
while you are heſitating on the queſtion of 


permitting Benjamin to accompany us into 


Egypt in order to diſcharge the engage 


ment in which we have bound ourſelves, 


how great would be your affliction if the 


Egyptians 
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Egyptians ſhould put Simeon to death, 
which may naturally be expected as the re- 
ſalt of the forfeiture of our agreement, 
ſince they hold him as a pledge for our re- 


turning to manifeſt our innocence ; for the 


2 ſends 
njamin 
into Egypt, 
Gen. XLIII. 


61. 


breach of our promiſe will be deemed a tacit 
acknowledgment of the guilt imputed to 
us, and to avenge the ſuppoſed conſpiracy, 
Pharaoh will doubtleſs put our brother to 
death. Repoſe a reliance in the providence 


of God, and remain aſſured, that I will | 


either loſe my own life in his defence, or 
reſtore your ſon Benjamin to you in ſafety. 

The importunities of his other ſons, and 
the dread of a ſcarcity of proviſions, at 
length prevailed upon Jacob to ſend Ben- 
jamin to the court of king Pharaoh. Upon 
the departure of his ſons, Jacob ſupplied 
them with money to double the amount of 
the corn they were to bring back with 
them, beſides preſents of the moſt valuable 


articles produced in the land of Canaan, 


conſiſting of balm, myrrh, honey, tur- 
pentine, and other commodities ; and after 
abundance of tears had been ſhed, and ma- 
ny pious ejaculations uttered on both fides, 


they ſeparated ; the father being left in 


dreadful anexiety, leſt his ſons ſhould not 


return, and they labouring under the af- 


flicting apprehenſion, that any accident be- 
falling them ſhould haſten the death of their 
aged parent. | 

Upon their arrival in Egypt, they re- 
paired to Joſeph's habitation, being greatly 
alarmed, leſt in conſequence of finding the 
money in their ſacks, they ſhould be ac- 


cuſed of fraud. They informed his ſteward, 


that upon their arrival in Canaan, they 


had found the money paid for their corn 


in their ſacks, but were entirely igno- 
rant by what means it had been con- 
veyed there; adding, that they had brought 
it back with them, in order to reſtore it. 
But upon the ſteward anſwering, that he was 
a ſtranger to the circumſtance they had 
mentioned, and their perceiving their bro- 
ther Simeon at liberty, they began to en- 


tertain hopes that their embarraſſments 


would have a more favourable iflue than 


their fears had ſuggeſted to them. At this 


* «© And when Joſeph came home, they brought 
him the preſent which was in their hand into the 
| houſe, and bowed themſelves to him to the earth.” 
Gen. XLIII. 26. This was a ſtill more complete 
accompliſhment of Joſeph's dream reſpe&ing his 
brother's ſheaves of corn approaching to and bowing 
down before his own, 

+ In the Scripture the queſtions are aſked in a 
{ſtile inimitably pathetic. ** And he aſked them of 
their welfare, and ſaid, Is your father well, the old 
man of whom ye ſpake ? Is he yet alive ?” Gen. 


XLIII. 27. Impetuous curioſity and filial piety || 


could not be expreſſed in more affecting language. 

ft © And he lifted up his eyes, and ſaw his bro- 
ther Benjamin, his mother's fon, and ſaid, Is this 
your younger brother, of whom ye ſpake un- 


— 


their father without him. 


| 


time Joſeph was returning from attending 
the king upon ſome public buſineſs, and 
reſpectfully * addreſſing themſelves to him, 
they produced the preſents, Joſeph in the 
mean time impatiently queſtioning them 
concerning the ſtate of their father's health. 
Pointing to 4 Benjamin, he aſked if he was 
their younger brother, and being anſwered 
in the affirmative, he beſought Heaven 
to bleſs the youth. His fraternal tender- 
neſs was now raiſed to the higheſt pitch, 
and the tears were buſting from his 
eyes, when, to conceal the effuſion of his 
paſſion, he retired into his apartment, and 
there wept in abundance. The ſame even- 
ing he invited all his brethren to ſup with 
him, when he ranged them according to 
their ſeniority, as they uſed to fit at their 
father's table, and behaved to them in the 
moſt kind and courteous manner poſſible; 
but the portion of proviſion ſet before Ben- 
Jamin was || double the quantity that was 
aſſigned to each of the others. 

After the entertaiment, Joſeph ordered 
the corn to be meaſured for his brothers, 
and the money paid for it to be put into the 
ſacks as before, and likewiſe that a filver 
cup, which he was himſelf accuſtomed to 
drink out of, ſhould be conveyed into Ben- 
Jamin's ſack. His motive for ordering the 
cup to be put into Benjamin's ſack was to 
diſcover whether, if he ſhould be accu- 
{ed of theft, the others would intereſt them- 


| ſelves in vindicating his innocence, or aban- 


don him in his calamity, and return to 
Theſe orders 
Joſeph gave to his ſteward, who punctually 
obeyed them. 

Upon the dawn of the next morning 
they ſet forward upon their return to Ca- 
naan, highly fatisfied with their ſucceſs, 
and congratulating each other on being 
able to make their father happy in his old 
age, by preſenting Simeon and Benjamin 
to him... 

While they were purſuing their journey, 
they were ſurpriſed and ſurrounded by a 
a troop of cavalry, and among them was 
the ſteward who had put the cup into 
Benjamin's ſack. Upon this, they vehe- 


88 


— 


to me? And he ſaid, God be gracious unto thee, 
my ſon.” Gen. XLIII. 29. This is a fine picture of 
fraternal tenderneſs ; tune had altered the appear- 
ance of Benjamin; and therefore he aſks whether 
che youth betore him is really his brother but before 
the perſons to whom he addreſſes himſelf have time 
to reply, he exclaims, <* God be gracious unto thee, 
my ſon.” By calling him his ſon, he made uſe of the 
tendereſt appellation, which came with great propric- 
ty from a perſon in high authority, who is common- 
ly ſtiled the father of the men 

In Scripture Benjamin's portion is faid to have 
been five times greater than that ofcither of the others. 
« And he took and fent meſſes unto them from be- 
| fore him: but Benjamin's meſs was five times ſo 
much as any of theirs.” Gen. XLIII. 24. 

| mently 


i 
\ 
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mently exclaimed againſt the cruel and 
inhuman behaviour of the very people, who 
ſo ſhort a time before had behaved to them 
with an appearance of kindneſs and hoſpi- 
tality. The Egyptians ſharply upbraided 


them with the moſt unpardonable villany 


and ingratitude in returning injuries for ci-| 


vilities and benefits ; and they threatened to 
inflict upon them the moſt exemplary pu- 
niſhment for the theft they had committed. 
They ſaid, though they had deceived the 
butler, and got the property clandeſtinely 
into their poſſeſſion, there was a power on 
high from whom their iniquity and ingra- 
titude could not be concealed: but their 
injuſtice and treachery would ſpeedily meet 
their merited reward. In reply the bro- 
thers reproached the Egyptians for accu- 
fing them of robbery, who had ſo recently 
given a proof of their honeſty, in returning 
the money that they had found in their 
ſacks, though they might, in perfect ſe- 
curity from detection, have applied it to 
their own uſe, ſince the circumſtance of 
its being there was unknown to any but 
themſelves. But they faid, accuſations 
and reproaches were uſeleſs ; and that the 
moſt effectual and ſatisfactory method of 
ſubſtantiating or diſproving the eharge al- 
ledged againit them would be to examine 
their ſacks, and ſearch og? cy ow --and, 
ſo confidently were they in the integrity. of 
each other, if the property. pretended to be 
ſtolen ſhould be found in the poſſeſſion of 
either, they would all. be content to ſub- 
mit without complaint to the puniſhment 
which juſtice required to be inflicted upon 
the perpetrator of ſo atrocious an offence. 
Upon'this, the Egyptians began a general 
ſearch, taking the brothers in rotation, 
and Benjamin being ſo ſtationed that his 
ſack was to be opened laſt ; not that they 
were ignorant in whoſe ſack the cup was 
concealed, but that their ſcrutiny might 
have a more rigid and methodical appear- 
ance. . ; 

Nothing of a ſuſpicious nature being 
found in poſſeſſion of the other brothers, 


the Egyptians prepared to examine Ben- 


jamin's ſack, when depending on his being 
ound as undeſerving of ſuſpicion as them- 
ſelves, they retorted upon their accuſers 
the reproachful language they had uſed, 
and ſpoke in terms of reſentment of their 
illiberal and groundleſs ſuſpicions, where- 
by the progreſs of their journey had been 
conſiderably impeded. However, upon 
Benjamin's ſack being opened, the cup 
appeared, to the utter confuſion and aſto- 
niſhment of the innocent youth and his 


brethren. They tore their garments, and 


ſuch was their poignancy of affliction, that 
their actions ſeemed to be the effect of 
ſudden diſtraction. They bitterly reproached 
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themſelves for having perſuaded their father 
to conſent to the departure of their bro- 
ther, whoſe misfortune they feared would 
burthen their aged parent with afflictions 
too great for him to bear. ; 
/ The ſoldiers having taken Benjamin Benjamin 
into cuſtody, they conducted him into the feed and 
preſence of Joſeph, whither he was. fol- jeterh. 
lowed by his brothers. After ſteadfaſtly 
regarding them, Joſeph ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing effect: Ye ungrateful and wicked 
men, who regardleſs of the kindneſs and 
hoſpitality with which you were treated, 
and in open violation of the command 
of God, have fo abuſed the generoſity of 
your patron and benefactor ; do you not 
ſhudder with horror at the recollection, 
of your flagitious villany? ? a 
Hereupon the brothers interpoſed in be- 
half of the party accuſed, ſeverally requeſt- 
ing, that they might exchange ſituations. 
with the unfortunate youth, and ſubmit 
to the puniſhment due to the crime alledged 
againſt him. They frequently mentioned 
the name of Joſeph, ſaying, if he was dead, 
he was happy in having, at an early period, 
eſcaped the miſeries to which human na- 
ture was conſtantly expoſed ; but if he was 
ſtill 3 Ji he was gloriouſly diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the Almighty, by the judg- 
ment that had overtaken ns 2 the vu 
ny he had experienced at their hands. 
They continued to accuſe and condemn. 
themſelves, and to lament the misfortune” 


| of reviving and augmenting the former af- 


flictions of their father by an event that, of 
all others, could not fail to prove the moſt. 
dreadful he could experience; and Rubel 
repeatedly upbraided them with their exe- 
crable cruelty to their brother, in whoſe 
behalf he had, though ineffectually, ex- 
erted every effort in his power. 3 
Joſeph now addreſſed them, ſaying, that 
having maturely conſidered the cauſe before 
him, he was not diſpoſed to inflict upon 
the innocent the puniſhment that was due 
to the guilty: but he deemed it not rea- 
ſonable that thoſe who were free from of- 
fence ſhould expect him to yield to their 
ſolicitations for acquitting the priſoner, Who 
had been convicted, by the force of un- 
queſtionable evidence, of a heineougoftence.. 
Therefore, he ſaid, the others were at 
liberty to depart; and he would provide 
them the means of a ſafe paſſage: but he 
was determined to detain Benjamin, in 
order to render him amenable to offended 
juſtice. 1 ante x 
The others were ſo diſconcerted by what 
Joſeph had faid, that they were unable to 
reply; but Judas, who was a man of forti- 
tude and underſtanding, and the man who 
had been moſt urgent with his father to 
conſent to Benjamin's going to the court of 


LN. Pharaoh, 
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Pharaoh, generouſly reſolved to hazard in- 
curring the diſpleaſure of the governor, ra- 
ther than omit any endeavours for reſtoring 
the youth to his father. Therefore, di- 
recting his diſcourſe to Joſeph, he ſpoke 
in the following terms : 

Judas expoſ- «6 The fact alledged againſt our brother 

a be. 

half of Ben- is a tranſgreſſion that we cannot deny to 

on, Gen. be deſerving ſevere puniſhment. The crime 

'% ** affects but one of us, and he is the young- 

eſt of our family: but, moſt excellent go- 
vernor, though but one is guilty, we are 
all ready to ſuffer for his offence. We 
ſhould ſuppoſe the ruin of the unfortunate 
youth to be unavoidable, but for the con- 
fidence we place in your beneyolence and 
clemency. 


« Permit us, gracious Sir, to appeal 


from the exactions of ſtern and rigid juſtice 


to the benignity and tenderneſs of your diſ- 
poſition. To be inexorable in anger indi- 
cates a contracted mind: but your exem- 
plary virtue induces us to cheriſh the hope, 
that you will moderate and ſet bounds to 
your diſpleaſure. Permit me, Sir, to ob- 
ſerve, that to bring ruin upon the people 


who voluntarily reſign themſelves to your 
pleaſure, and have no requeſt but to be in- 
debted to your mercy for their lives, would | 


not contribute to the advancement of your 
honour. When we were in diſtreſs, through 
a ſcarcity of corn, your generous aſſiſtance 
preſerved us, and all the perſons of our fa- 
mily, from periſhing by famine. To re- 
lieve men while on the point of periſhing 
through want, and decline inflicting pu- 
niſhment upon a contrite offender, are but 
different modes of exemplifying the fame 
compaſſionate and benevolent temper. You 
are now only ſolicited to ſpare the life which 
you have already preſerved ; and if you do 
not condeſcend to grant this boon, the end 
and object of your former benevolence will 
be diſappointed. It ſeems as if God in his 
great wiſdom had afforded you this oppor- 
tunity of augmenting your reputation, by 
convincing mankind that you are merciful 
as well as liberal, and that you more de- 
light in conferring benefits than in avenging 
injuries you have received. ._ 

% 'Thoſe who hold offices of power and 
authority cannot more gloriouſly diſtinguiſh 
themſelves than by ſhewing tenderneſs 
where they might exerciſe ſeverity, and eſ- 
pecially when their forgiveneſs is extended 
to the authors of affronts or injuries offered 
to themſelves. If it is meritorious to excuſe 
a ſmall offence, to moderate the reſentment 
that is raiſed againſt the perpetrator of a 
crime againſt which the law demands the 

uniſhment of death, muſt be an act in ſome 
degree reſembling the goodneſs and charity 
of Heaven. | 


« Be aſſured, moſt excellent governor, | | f 
experience in the world: and, moſt illuſtri- 


that I am not thus importunate with a 


of my brethren who have voluntarily offer- 
ed to reſign themſelves patiently to your 
pleaſure : but I am impelled thus to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you by a conſciouſneſs of the 
anxious tenderneſs of a father for his child 
ariſing from the experience I have had of 
the extreme affliction of our aged parent 
upon the loſs of his dear fon Joſeph. 

We ſhould not think our own lives 
worth pleading for, but for the conſidera. 
tion, that on our ſafety the life of our fa- 
ther depends. It is in the name and alone 
for the fake of our father that we ſupplicate 
compaſſion upon his ſons; for our ruin 
would infallibly occafion his premature 
death. At the moment I am ſpeaking of 
him, the good man is tormented with 
anxieties and terrors for the ſafety of our 
return. If we ſhall ſuffer death an account 


of the charge exhibited againſt our brother, 


it would be impoſſible for our father to ſur- 
vive the knowledge of our fate ; nay, the 
very rumour of ſo ignominious an event 
would inevitably confign our venerable 
fire to an untimely grave. 

* We mult acknowledge, that your in- 
dignation is juſtified by the magnitude of 
the provocation you have received: but let 
not the vengeance due to the indiſcretion 
of our brother fall upon our innocent fa- 
ther; and permit me, Sir, to implore, that 
in confideration of him, you will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to extend your mercy to us. 


cred in the very name of father, it bein 
the appellation which the Almighty him- 
ſelf vouchſafes to aflume ; and that in re- 
ward of your benevolent actions in honour 
of that ſacred name, the Almighty will 
ſhower down bleſſings upon you and your 
. 25 

« Our fate 1s at your diſpoſal, and you 
will be equally juſtifiable by your own 
conſcience, and to the world, whether you 
ſpare or take away our lives. 
ſtance you will enforce the rigid execution 
of juſtice, and in the other you will perform 
an act of grace, thereby employing your 
prerogative, in imitation of the Almighty, 
in the preſervation of mankind. Our for- 


8 


tune is inſeparably connected with that of 


our brother; by extending your clemency to 
him, you will ſecure a whole family from the 
deſtruction that now threatens them. If our 
importunities cannot prevail in behalf of the 
unfortunate youth, all that we requeſt 1s, to 


| be conſigned to the ſame puniſhment de- 


nounced againſt him, as a means of ſaving us 
from the dreadſul crime of becoming the de- 
ſtroyers of our own lives, an a& to which we 


ſhould be precipitated by the affliction and 


| deſpondency conſequent on the death of our 


brother. He.is young, and hashad but little 


ous 


Conſider, Sir, that there is ſomething ſa- 


In one in- 


Book Ul, 
1 view to ſecure the ſafety of myſelf, or thoſe 


WAP. VI. 

jus governor, p 
parc it is uſual in ſome degree to re- 
tax the rigour of the law: But, Sir, if you 
ſhall deem yourſelf abſolutely compelled 
by the duties of your high office, to make 
ſme facrifice to offended juſtice, I moft 
earneſtly entreat, that you will let the ef- 
fects of your diſpleaſure fall upon me, in- 
ſtead of upon my brother Benjamin, in 
order that he may return to comfort his aged 
parent. If flavery ſhall be the puniſhment 
for the crime, the ſtrength of my body 
better qualifies me to labour in your fer- 
vice: and I will now conclude with an aſ- 
ſurance that, towards expiating the offence 
of this unhappy youth, I am equally wil- 


very. 
| {havin g concluded this pathetic and gene- 
rous addreſs, Judas threw himſelf at the 
feet of Joſeph, and in this example of humi- 
lation he was followed by the reſt of the 
| brethren. At length, the ſcene became too 
diſtreſſing to be any longer ſupported. Such 
were the fraternal tenderneſs and affection 
of Joſeph, that he could no longer mam- 
tain the character of an auſtere judge ; and 


thers, he ordered all other perſons preſent to 
withdraw, and then fpoke to the following 

« I feel great ſatisfaction from being a 
Ahe witneſs to your compaſſion and friendſhip 
brothers, for your brother Benjamin, and muſt ac- 
jon MV. knowledge that your generofity has greatly 


oſeph dif- 


cloſes him- 


exceeded my expectations, which could not 


be very ſanguine in your favour after the 
unkindneſs I have rienced at your 
hands :—for' T am your brother Joſeph. I 
have received ſuch convincing and fatisfac- 
tory proofs of your brotherly love, that I 
can no longer impute your former conduct 
towards me to malice or ill-will ; for I con- 
ſider that you were only inftruments in the 
hands of God, by whoſe providence you 
were directed to fell me to the Arabian 
merchants, as a means whereby I was to be 


give you the hope of ſtill-greater comforts 


Almighty. I am exceedingly rejoiced to 
learn that our father is in a better ſtate of 
health than might be expected at his time 
of life; and finding my brothers poſſeſs 
that humanity and tenderneſs of which I 


Rr OY 


_——— 


ling to ſubmit to death or perpetual fla- | 


form the journey with all 


enabled to yield you preſent relief, and to 


under the bleſſing and protection of the 


BY FLAVIUS JoSEPHUS: 
it mie to obſetve; that in 


once thought them deſtitute, I muſt ac. 
knowledge my obligations to them for Hav- 
ing been inſtrumental; under the & direc- 
tion of Providence, in promoting me to 
a ſtation from which we that derive a com 
mon advantage. I do not upbraid you 
with that condu@ towards me which had 
the appearance of unkindneſs: but requeſt; 
that the recollection thereof may be eons 
ſigned to oblivion, Do not ſuffer uneaſi- 
neſs to obtrude itſelf upon your minds for 
erroneous proceedings that cannot be re- 
called, or for ill deſigns that were not car- 
ried into effect, ſince it manifeſtly appears 
to have been the pleaſure of the Almighty 
to produce good from evil. 


has been pleaſed to make you witneſſes. It eee 


is my particular deſire, that you will per- 
poſſible expedi- 
tion, leſt your protracted ſtay ſhould occa- 
fon our father to be unhappy, or any diſ- 


{aſter ſhould befal him, in which caſe I 
| ſhould be diſappointed in the expectation of 
| enjoying all 8 of life that my 
| preſent ſituation enables me to command. 
that he might diſcloſe himſelf to his bro- | 


further enjoin you to return hither, 
with as much ſpeed as circumſtances will 
admit, accompanied by our father, your 
wives and children, and all your kindred; 
for ſince the famine is ſtill to continue five 
years, it will afford me peculiar ſatisfaction 
to have my deareſt friends near me durin 
the remainder of the calamitous *. 101 
Having concluded his ſpeech, Joſeph 
embraced his brothers, who burſting into 
tears, ſeverely lamented that they had acted 
| ſo cruelly by a relation who had conducted 
himſelf towards them with ſuch unbounded 
kindneſs and liberality. After this, Joſeph 
ordereda ſumptuous banquet to be prepared; 
and during the entertainment, he omitted 
no opportunity of manifeſting the tender- 
neſs of his affection for his brothers, and his 
filial piety towards their common parent. 
Upon receiving intelligence that Jacob's 
brothers were come into his dominions, 
Pharaoh was extremely happy in ſo fa- 
vourable an opportunity being offered him 
of ſhewing his relations every honour and 
reſpect. He ordered them, excluſive: of 
what they had received from their brother, 
magnificent Þ+ preſents of gold and filver, 
beſides a large ſupply of grain, a part be- 


Ing 


OI 


5 * 4 80 now it was not you that ſent me hither, 
ut God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh ; 
2 lord of all his houſe, and ruler throughout all 
re of Egypt.” Gen. XL V. 8. Though the act cf 
= a Joſeph was highly reprehenfible, yet the good 
== reſulting from that circumſtance were to be 
2 ed to the providence of God. His apology for 

cir pertidy is a proof of the magnanimity and 
orglving temper of Joſeph. 

+ The follo 


wing is the account given in the | 


ſacred writings of the liberality of Pharaoh towards 
the brothers; and it ſtrongly proves the high eſteem 
in which Joſeph was held by the king, for on his 
account alone it was that they were deemed worthy 
of the royal benefaQtions : And the fame thereof 
was heard in Fhataoh's houſe, ſaying, Joſeph's 
brethren are come; and it phaſed Pharaoh well, 
and his ſervants. And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, 


ſay unto thy brethren, this do ye; lade your beaſts, 
and go, get you unto the land of Canaan ; and take 


your 


51 


« Return to your father, and explain to joſeph fendt 
him the wonderful events to which God bis brothers 


ther, ver. 13. 


forms ſacri- 
fice at Beer- 
ſheba, Gen. 
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ing afligned for their father, and the reſt to 
be their own independent property. How- 
ever, he diſtinguiſhed Benjamin by ap- 
pointing his preſents to be of higher value 
than thoſe of his brothers. After this, the 
brothers, rejoiced in the good fortune they 
had experienced, but more ſo in the cir- 
cumſtance of being able to communicate 
ſuch intelligence as they were aſſured would 
eſſentially contribute to the happineſs of 
their father, ſet out on their return into 
the land of Canaan. 


CHAP. VII. 


His fons inform Jacob of Faſeph's ſituation 
in Egypt. On his way to Egypt, Jacob 
offers up a ſacrifice at Beerſheba. God 
appears to him in a viſion. The progeny 
of Jacob. The greeting of Facob and 
Foſeph. The famine in Pgypt becomes 


more violent. It abates. 


P ON the arrival of the ſons in Ca- 
naan, they informed Jacob that Jo- 
ſeph, whoſe ſuppoſed death he had ſo long 
deplored, was not only ſtill living, but 
was advanced to a ſtation of great power 


and ſplendour. in Egypt, being, next to 


king Pharaoh, the moſt diſtinguiſhed man 


in his dominions. Upon receiving this in- | 
telligence, * Jacob's joy was ſo great as to 


overpower his ſpirits ; but he determined 
immediately to undertake a journey. into 
Egypt, and to take with him all the peo- 
ple of his family. Ep 
; Upon his arrival at Beerſheba, or the 
Well of the Oath, Jacob offered up a facri- 
fice to God. However, he was uneaſ\ 
leſt the plenty prevailing in Egypt ſhould 
ſeduce his ſons to eſtabliſh their reſidence 
in that land, and divert his poſterity 
from returning to Canaan, which count 

he was exceedingly defirous they ſhould 
inhabit, ſince God had promiſed it ſhould 
be their inheritance. 
henſive that God might afflict him with 
ſome judicial calamity for preſuming to 
undertake the journey into Egypt without 
imploring the counſel and direction of 


your father and your houſholds, and come unto 
me: and I will give vou the good of the land of 
Egypt, and ye ſhall eat the fat of the land. Now 
thou art commanded, this do you: take your wag- 
gons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father and come, 
Alſo regard not your ſtuff; for the good of all the 
land of Egypt is yours. And the children of Iſrael, 
did ſo.; and Joſeph gave them waggons, according 
to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them 
provition for the way. To all of them he gave 
each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred pieces of ſilver, and five chan- 
ges of raiment. And to his father he ſent after 
this mauner : ten aſſes laden with the good things 
of Egypt, and ten ſhe aſſes laden with corn and 
bread and meat for his father by the way. So he 


He was alſo appre- | 


Heaven ; and he entertained an idea, that 
he ſhould not live to have an interview 
with his beloved fon, Joſeph. While he 
was meditating on theſe ſubjects, he fell 
into a fleep, when the Almighty appeared 


to him in a viſion, and called to him twice 


gotten thy God, Jacob, who never deſerted * 
thee, or thy poſterity, in the hour of neceſ- 
ſity, God, who, contrary to the intention 


[| of your father, made you the head of your 


family; and when you went into Meſo- 
potamia, provided for you an advantageous 
alliance by marriage, and bleſſed you with 
riches and a numerous family of children, 
be aſſured is ſtill, and ever will continue to 
be, your beneficent protector and guardian. 
That God has advanced your ſon Joſeph 
to ſuch power and authority in Egypt, that 
he is inferior to no man in that kingdom 


| but Pharaoh, who is inveſted with the pre- 


rogative of ſovereignty. I will conduct 
you into the land of Egypt, where you 
{hall yield up your life in the arms of your 
ſon Joſeph ; and be aſſured; that your 
poſterity ſhall. be great and powerful for 
many years, and ſhall have poſſeſſion of 
and authority over the country which I 
have before promiſed them,” | 
Repoſing a firm confidence in the viſion; 
Jacob purſued his journey towards Egypt 
with great chearfulneſs, being accompanied 
by his children and grand children, the 
number of the company amounting to 
ſeventy perſons. The names of many of 
theſe are difficult of pronunciation; and 1 
ſhould omit them but for the conſideration 
that inſerting them here may tend to con- 
vince thoſe who are ſtill doubtful, - that we 
are natives of Meſopotamia, and not of 
Egypt, as many have confidently | af- 
ſerted. ; | . 
Jacob, as we have before related, had 
twelve ſons. Joſeph having ſettled in 
Egypt, we ſhall only mention the others 
and their deſcendants in this place; - * 
The ſons of Rubel were, Anoch, Phal- 
les, Eſſaron, and Charmi. The fix ſons 


* 


— 


ſent his brethren away, and they departed.” Gen, 
XLV. 16, &e, 

And they told him all the words of Joſeph, 
which he had ſaid unto them: and when he ſaw 
the waggons which Jofeph had ſent to carry him, 
the ſpirit of Jacob, their father, revived. And 
[ſrael ſaid, It is enough; Joſeph, my ſon, is yet 
alive ; I will go and ſee him before 1 die.” Gen. 
XLV. 27, 28. Upon being informed that Joſ:ph 
was not only living, but was in poſſeſſion of great 
power and authority, as governor of Egypt, the 
good patriarch was but little affected at the advance= 
ment cf his fortune, but ipoke in terms purporting 
that the circumſtance of his fon being yet living 
was ſuffi-ient to make the happineſs of the remain- 
der of his days complete. 


* of 
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by name. Upon Jacob aſking, who was facoh hay 
there? the viſion faid, * Haſt thou for- a vifon, w 
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of Simeon were, Jumil, Jamin, Ohad, | 


+ greeti 
ep = affecting: th 


Jachin, Zoar, and Shaul. Levi had three 
ns, Gerſhon, Chaath, and Merari. Judas 
had three ſons, who were named Salah, 
Phares, and Zarah. The two ſons of 
Phares were, Eſron and Amyr. Iſſachar 
had four ſons, namely, Thulas, Phuas, 
Jaſob, and Samaron. The ſons of Zabu- 
jon were three; they were named, Salad, 
Elon and Jabel. Theſe were the deſcend- 
ants of Jacob by his wife Leah, who took 
with her into Egypt her daughter Dinah, 
ſo that the number of perſons-were thirty- 
* $4 
hn Rachel, Jacob had Joſeph and Ben- 
jamin. Joſeph had two ſons, who were 
named Manaſſes and Ephraim. The ten * 
ſons of Benjamin were Bolau, Baccharis, 
Aſſabel, Gera, Naaman, Jes, Ros, Mom- 
phis, Opphis, and Arad. Theſe being 
added to the fourteen above mentioned, 
the number will be forty-ſeven. Excluſive 
of this legitimate progeny born to Jacob by 
Leah and Rachel, he had by Bala, or Bil- 
hah, Dan and Nephthali. . 
Dan had only one ſon, whom he named 
Uſfis. Nephthali had four ſons, namely, 
Jeſel, Guni, Iſſares, and Sellim ; which 
being added to the above, make the number 
fifty-four. | | 
By Zilpah, Jacob had two ſons named 
Cad and Aſſer. Gad had the following 
ſeven ſons, Saphonias, Augis, Sunis, Aza- 
bon, Aerin, Eroed, and Ariel. Aſſer had 
2 daughter named Sarah, and fix ſons ; 
they were called Jomnes, Iſus, Iſuis, 
Baris, Abar, and Melchiel. Adding this 
fifteen to the perſons before enumerated, 
and including Jacob, the exact amount will 
be ſeventy perſons. 5 | 
As Jacob and his family were proceeding 
towards the court of Pharaoh, Judas went 
forward to appriſe Joſeph of the approach 
of his father. Upon receiving this intel- 
| ligence, Joſeph immediately ſet out to give 
his father the meeting, which took place 
at Heropolis, or, as it is otherwiſe called, 
8 Goſhen, The interview. was extremel 
embraced, and wept abund- 
V. 2g. antly, the father declaring, that after the 
_. happineſs of again ſeeing his beloved fon, he 
had no wiſh to enjoy a greater bleſſing, 
and was at that moment willing to reſign 
his laſt breath. After they had congra- 
tulated each other in expreſſions of the 
greateſt tenderneſs and affection, Joſeph, 
accompanied by five of his brothers, haſted 
to inform the king of the arrival of his fa- 
ther and his family, defiring the reſt of the 
company to follow by eaſy journeys. 


Ae, 


= 2 . _ 5 „ 
Ben amin is ſuppoſed to have been at this time 
twenty ſeven years of age, and probably had two 
wives, according to the cuſtom of thoſe times: if 


—_—_— 


| 


ſhould be protracted to fo late a 


| 


| 


* 


BY FLAVIUS Jos EFEH Us. 
Pharaoh received the news with the ut⸗ 
moſt ſatisfaction, and enquired of Joſeph, 


to what occupations of life his relations 
He replied; that 


had -been accuſtomed: 
they had conſtantly been engaged in the 
buſineſs of agriculture, and attending to 
the nouriſhment and breeding of cattle 


and were unacquainted with the method of 


conducting any but paſtoral employments. 
He had two motives for giving this an- 
ſwer: the firſt was, that he wiſhed not 
his brothers, and other relations, to be ſe- 
parated from his father, fince they might 
yield him the afliſtance of which he was in 
need at his advanced time of life, and their 


preſence might contribute to his eaſe and 


comfort ; and the ſecond was, that they 
might not be expoſed to the danger of en- 


gaging in contentions with the Egyptians, 


who were not permitted to undertake the 
management of cattle and paſtures. 


Upon his arrival, Jacob was conducted 
into the preſence of the king, who aſked 
him his age; and upon being informed that 
he was an hundred and thirty years old, he 


expreſſed great ſurpriſe that human life 
riod 3 
whereupon Jacob informed Pharaoh, that 
his anceſtors in general lived to a much 
greater age. The king now directed that 


Jacob and his ſons ſhould reſide at Helio- 


polis, a place where his ſhepherds and flocks 


were ſtationed. 


The famine in Egypt was now increaſed _ 
to the moſt dreadful extremity. It had been 


uſual for the Nile to overflow its banks, 
and render the country fruitful ; but the 
inundations were now ſuſpended, and for 
a conſiderable time no rain had fallen to 


refreſh the earth. The generality of the 


people having made no proviſion againſt a 
time of ſcarcity, their diſtreſſes were ve 

great. 
corn from the king's ſtores, unleſs they 
paid for it with ready money ; and great 


numbers, after their coin was exhauſted, 


procured grain in exchange for their cattle, 
lands and flaves, which they aſſigned over 


to the uſe of the king. Hence almoſt the 
whole of the property of his ſubjects be- 


came veſted in the fovereign, and, in the 
extremity of their diſtreſs, they abandoned 
their habitations, and diſperſed themſelves 
in different parts of the land. So preſſing 
were their neceſſities as to urge them to the 
moſt contemptible and ſcandalous practices 
as the means of obtaining ſubſiſtence. 

At length, upon the return of the Nile 
to its uſual ſtate, the lands gra 


| dually re- 
covered their fertility ; and in the ſame pro- 


* 
2 _ —— 


ſo, he certainly might have had the number of 
ſons mentioned. 385 ; 


O | | portion, 


Joſeph refuſed to ſupply them with 


FT 
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portion, the violence of the famine abated. 


| 


Joſeph now viſited all the cities and prin- 
cipal towns of Egypt, and having ſum- 
moned the inhabitants to aſſemble, he re- 
ſtored to them the lands they had alienated 
to the king, informing them at the fame 
time, that his ſovereign had authoriſed him 


to ſignify, that he would be contented in 


future to receive one fifth of the- emolu- 
ments ariſing from their grounds, as a 
proviſion for the exigencies of government, 
enjoining them to be as careful and atten- 
tive to the improvement of their reſpective 
poſſeſſions, as if they had them by entire 
and independent tenure. 

This unexpected reſtitution of their pro- 
perty overwhelmed the people with joy 
and ſurpriſe, and fo exhilirated their ſpirits, 
and encouraged them to hope for future 
advantage, that they applied themſelves 


with unremitting aſſiduity to the buſineſs 


x" 
* 


the arms of 
his children, 
Gen. 
XLVIII 
XLIX. 


Jacob dies in 


and 


ments. 
the king exceedingly popular in every part 
of his dominions, and at the ſame time 
greatly increaſed the influence, reputation 
and authority of Joſeph. The fifth part 
of the profits of all lands was afterwards, 
by a ſolemn act of the ſtate, ſettled in per- 
petuity as the unalienable right of the 
crown. . 


CHAP. VII. 


Jacob dies. The Death and character of 
Jeb. 


\ FTE R ſojourning ſeventeen years 

in Egypt, Jacob departed this life, 
being, at the time of his deceaſe, ſurrounded 
by his children. A ſhort time before re- 
ſigning up his breath, he devoutly prayed, 
that the Almighty would bleſs his ſons 
with plenty and proſperity, and predicted 
that they ſhould ſucceed to poſſeſſion of part 
of the land of Canaan. In the moſt forci- 
ble language, he applauded the piety, virtue 
and generoſity of Joſeph, and ſtrongly re- 


commended his other ſons to adopt the ad- 


5 


2 


* The body of Jacob was removed near three hun 


dred miles for interment in a place peculiarly aſſigned 
for its reception; for it was the cuſtom of thote 
times, for perſons of note, early in life, to prepare their 
ſepulchres. My father made me ſwear, ſaying, 
Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me 
in the land of Canaan, there ſhalt thou bury me.“ 
Gen. L. 5.—It appears from Scripture, that Jacob's 
body was embalmed. And Joſeph commanded 
his ſervants, the phyficians, to emba'm his father; 
and the phyſicians embalmed Iſrael.” Gen. L. 2. 
The proceſs of embalming was as follows : the body 
was laid in nitre thirty days, for the purpoſe of dry- 
ing up the moiſture and hindering putrefaction; 
during the foltowing forty days, the brain was 


drawn out through the noſtrils, by means of a hook- 


ed iron, and the vacancy filled with ſpices ; an in- 


ciſion being made on the left fide of the belly, the 
inteſtines, except the heart and kidnies, were taken 


| 
] 


N 
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| died at the age of an hundred and 


3 


in their behalf, Joſeph ſhould aven 


— 


* 


of agriculture, and other paſtoral employ- 
This act of generoſity rendered 


| of Joſeph was embalmed. 
an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed 
him, and put him in a coffin in Egypt. 
26. In the preceding verſe Joſeph ſays to his bre- 


vices to their deareſt friends. In conſide- 
ration of the exalted virtues of Joſeph, he 
admoniſhed his other ſons reſpectively to 
admit his children, Ephraim and Manaſſes 
upon terms of equality with themſelves. 
when they ſhould ſucceed to, and make a 
partition of the land of Canaan. With his 
dying breath he requeſted, that his remaing 
might be interred in“ Hebron. Jacob 
forty- 

{even years. In righteouſneſs and virtue, he 
was not inferior to the moſt eminent of his 
predeceſſors, and he was highly diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the favours and goodneſs of the Al- 
mighty. 5 2 
Having obtained Pharaoh's permiſſion 
for that purpoſe, Joſeph cauſed the remains 
of his father to be removed to Hebron, 
where the body was depoſited with great 
funeral pomp and magnificence. After the 
ſolemnity of the intetment of Jacob, the 


brothers were fearful of returning into 
Egypt, leſt, now that their father was dead, 


and no oneof great influenceleft to interpoſe 
him- 
{elf for the cruelty he had received at their 
hands. But Joſeph was no ſooner inform- 
ed of the diſpoſition of their minds, than he 
diſpelled their ungrounded apprehenſions, 
and prevailed upon them to accompany him 
into Egypt, where, upon their arrival, he 
beſtowed upon them very extenſive poſ- 
ſeſſions, continuing to conduct himſelf to- 


wards them with great kindneſs, reſpect, 
and generoſity. 


and ten years. 
righteouſneſs and virtue. So moderate was 
he in the exerciſe of almoſt unlimitted pow- 
er, that no calumny could injure his charac- 
ter, not even the falſe accuſation of Poti- 


phar's wife, though ſhe was a woman of 


—_—_ 


out, and after being cleanſed, were anointed with 
palm-oil, and perfumed with different kinds of aro- 
matics. To preſerve the body, it was anointed with 
various gums, and after the cavity of the belly had 
been filled with pulveriſed caſſia, and other aroma - 
tics, the aperture made by the incifion was ſewed 
up, and the proceſs was compleated. 

+ We underſtand from Scripture that the body 
go Joſeph died, being 


”5 


Gen. L. 


thren, God will ſurely viſit yon, and you ſhall 
carry up my bones from hence.” Thus, in his dy- 
ing moments, he expreſſes a confidence that God 
will give them poſſ ſſion of the land of Canaan, and 
defires his remains may be unburied till the vi- 
fitation of God ſhall take place, when they were to 
be removed to Hebron. | 


ſuch 


[Book I 
mirable example he had exhibited, in return.« 
ing acts of kindneſs and benevolence for the 
moſt cruel injuries, and being more ſoli- 
citous to promote the happineſs and wel- 
fare of his moſt inveterate enemies, than the 
generality of mankind were to render ſer- 


Joſeph died at the age of one hundred The denn 


He was a man eminent for and charac 
of Joſeph. 


l BY FLAVIUS JOSEPH US. 


ſuch conſideration, that her teſtimony would ſ moſt laborious and ſervile offices, and wert 
ſcarcely have failed to accompliſn the de- ¶ continually exerciſing their invention to diſ 
ſtruction of almoſt any other man; nor |} cover new methods of harraſſing and op- 
did he ſuſtain any diſadvantage in his offi - ¶ prefling them. They obliged them to la- 
cial capacity, in conſideration of being a bour in cutting canals and drains, for the 
foreigner, who from an obſcure and ſervile|} conveyance of waters from the rivers, in 
rank in life, had been exalted to dignity, au- raiſing dikes and banks, as defences againſt 
thority and opulence inferior only to the || inundations, in erecting * walls round 
king's. In ſhort, bythe force of his exem- || cities and towns, in raiſing pyramids to a 
plary virtues and ſplendid abilities, he ſur- || prodigious height, and in working at vari- 
mounted every obſtruction, and attained to || ous mechanical arts and trades. Their 
the higheſt offices of government: and || opprefiors were ſo watchful over them, 
thoſe among the Egyptians who might have || that for the ſpace of about four hundred 


countrymen for ſuch diſtinction, were too || ſmall as ſcarcely to be ſufficient to recruit 
conſcious of the ſuperior qualifications of || their ſtrength and ſpirits after immoderate 
Joſeph to attempt a competition with him. fatigue. The ſtudy of the Egyptians, who 
He was at once deemed worthy of the high- || feared the Hebrews would in time become 
eſt honours the king had power to beſtow, || too. powerful to be kept in ſubjection, was 
and held in the greateſt veneration by the || to. deſtroy as many of them as poſſible, by 
ople. obliging them to purſue exceſſive and un- 
After the deceaſe of Joſeph, his brethren || remitting labour, while the Iſraelites pa- 
lived happily in Egypt for feveral years : || tiently ſubmitted to all their misfortunes. 
but at length dying in that country, their While the Iſraelites were thus miſerably 
deſcendants removed their bodies to Hebron, circumſtanced, a rumour was circulated, 
for interment. The various adventures of which rendered the malice and cruelty of 


K 


envied the moſt celebrated of their own || years, their intervals from labour were fo 


theſe people, together with the account of || their oppreſſors ſtill more implacable, and 


their going from Egypt into the land of even determined them to exert their utmoſt 


Canaan, will be given hereafter. 3 8 endeavours to exterminate them from the 


face of the earth. 


53 


CHA . > | Til At this time there was in Egypt a doctot The birth of 
| | «4 | "hk... Oles Pres 
Le Egyptian bondage. The king of Egypt of the law, or a ſcribe, who was eſteemed pr 


4 , || by the people to be a great prophet. This 
commands all the Hebrew male children ta\\ dns Fe * 9 ee e ar a; 

- Toons, Anerens er The brat ns Mad king me 
of Moſes, who being ſet adrift in the ri- en zei, 3 « ſe rey 
ver, ts preſerved by the king's daughter. FP VO Oe. e ee e 


Maſer prefer ved by the eſpecial pr owidence people of his nation from their ſervile and 


1 OO | degrading ſituation to wealth, magnificence 
HE Egyptians are a people natural- and power, adding that he would be equal- 
ly indolent, peeviſh, moroſe and ly eminent for his wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


F"Y 


fore ſurpriſing that they ſhould look with ||expreſs command, by the advice of the ſcribe, 
an eye of jealouſy upon the Hebrews, who] for the Egyptian midwives only to attend 
were of a character directly oppolite. The | 
numbers of the Hebrews had greatly in- ||caft all the males, immediately after their 
creaſed, and by their labour and induſtry || birth, into the river, but not to offer injury 
they had acquired conſiderable wealth. to the female children; the puniſhment of 
The former ſervices of Joſeph being no] death being denounced againſt the mid- 
longer remembered, and the powers of the wives and their families, if they ſhould pre- 
lovereignty being transferred form the family ſume to conceal a male infant, or in an 


— — 


dicted. 


Egyptians, and in proceſs of time exalt the 


malicious in their temper, abandoned to and military proweſs. This prediction ſo 
ſenſual gratifications, and avaricious and alarmed and terrified the king, that to guard 
envious in the extreme. It was not there- ||againſt the threatened danger, he iflued an 


the labours of the Hebrew women, and to 


of the king, who had been fo generous a pa- way be acceſſary to the breach of this bar- 


tron to him, the natives of Egypt entirely barious proclamation. 


changed their behaviour towards the Iſrae-|| This cruel decree was pregnant with ſe- 


lites, treating them with the utmoſt harſh- ||,veral fatal conſequences to the Hebrews: 
neſs and ſeverity, and rather as ſlaves and || firſt, it was to deprive a great number of 
enemies, than as free people and friends; || parents of their children; ſecondly, the pa- 
for they compelled them to ſubmit to the rents were to be made acceſſary to the mur 


F — 
22 5 
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855 them to afflict them with burdens. And they coin, as well as a place of ſecurity for money. It 
2 for Pharaoh treaſure cities, Pithom and Raam- is rendered by the Septuagint, fortified cities, and 
40. E by the Syriac and Arabic, florehouſes for corn. 


xod. I. 11. The proper fignification of the 


* 
N 


der 


The Scripture ſays, « They did ſet taſkmaſters|| word rendered treafure cities, is, Magazines for . 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 


der of their own offspring ; and in the third 
place, the want of males muſt in proceſs 
of time have produced an entire extinction 
of the race of Hebrews. However, as nei- 
ther artifice nor violence can counteract the 


divine will and providence of God, the 


ſcribe's prediction was fully verified; for 
the child was born, and privately brought 


up, in deſpite of every effort for rigidly en- 


Amaram's 
rayer in be- 

half of the 

Hebrews. 


forcing the king's barbarous decree.. 


At this time there lived a Hebrew na- | 


med * Amaram, who was a man of high 
rank and great reputation ; and the king's 
proclamation for deſtroying the male infants 
greatly diſtreſſed him, both in his public 
and domeſtic capacity ; for he lamented that 
the ſociety of which he was a part was 
threatened with annihilation, and was alſo 
affected by conſidering the calamity that 


might befal his own family, his wife be- 


ing then pregnant. „ 
After ſeriouſly reflecting upon the deplo- 
rable ſituation of the Hebrews, Amaram 
humiliated himſelf before the Almighty, 
earneſtly ſupplicating, that he would be 
gracioully pleaſed to look down with com- 


| paſſion upon a race of his people who had 


never incurred the guilt of departing from. 
his worſhip ; that, in his own good time, he 
would terminate the ſufferings whereby the 


nation of Hebrews from the danger where- 
with they were threatened of being no lon- 
ger numbered among the inhabitants of the 


earth, 


The Almighty was pleaſed to attend to 


Amaram's prayer; and appearing to. him 


in a viſion, to ſpeak 
ing purpoſe: ** I from a ſmall beginning 


God appears 
to him in a 
viſton. 


to him to the follow- 


made the Hebrews a great and powerful 
nation; I conducted Abraham out of Me- 
ſopotamia into the land of Canaan, and, in 
addition to other bleſſings, gave him a wife, 
by whom he had children, notwithſtanding 
ſhe had, according to the common courſe 
of nature, exceeded the age of child-bear- 
ing; I enabled him to leave very extenſive 
poſſeſſions to his poſterity; I gave the 
country of Arabia to Iſhmael ; Troglody- 


tis to the children of Cheturah ; and the 


land of Canaan to Iſaac. Without being 
guilty of great wickedneſs and ingratitude, 


vou cannot but remember the great at- 


chievements you performed when I fought 


your battles, and that I beſtowed great | 


bleflings upen Jacob and his poſterity ; for 
the ſeventy perſons of his family, who ori- 


ginally came into Egypt, are now multiplied 


e Scripture, Amram. 

+ The W of concealing him would ne- 
ceſlarily be increaſed in proportion to the increaſe 
of his age. | 

+ By ſome they are called ruſhes, and by others 
reeds; they are a flaggy ſhrub, growing to the height 


* 


ſand. He was aſſured by the viſion, that 
the Almighty would provide for the com- 
mon good of the Hebrew nation, and parti- 
cularly for the perſons of his own family; 
and further, that the child of whom the 
Egyptians were in ſuch dread, and for whoſe 
ſake all the male infants were to be put to 
death, ſhould be born to him, and elud- 
ing every ſtratagem that ſhould be reſorted 
to for his deſtruction, ſhould, in good time, 
deliver the Iraelites from the Egyptian bon 
dage, and immortalize his name, through 
all the nations of the world. This, faid 
the viſion, and more, ſhall be done in your 
behalf; and the ſon I have mentioned ſhall 
have a brother, on whom I will beſtow the 
honour of the high prieſthood, which ſhall 
deſcend from him to his heirs for ever.“ 
Immediately after he awoke, Amaram 


| communicated the particulars of his dream 
to his wife Jochabel. They were not only 


in great perplexity with regard to the pre- 
ſervation of the child that was to be born, 
but were incredulous as to enjoying the 
bleſſings that had been promiſed them. 
At length, Jochabel was taken in labour, 
and in a ſhort time, and with little pain, 


was delivered of a ſon, fo that the Egyptian The tint of 


y || midwives were entirely ignorant of the cir- Moſes, Exol 
were ſo cruelly oppreſſed; and reſcue the 1. 2, 


cumſtance, it not being neceſſary to apply 
for aſſiſtance on the nb The — lu 
of Amaram being thus, in part, fulfilled, 
both he and his wife now entertained 
a firm confidence that it would be verified 
in every other reſpect. 

After the child had been kept in the 
greateſt ſecrecy for three months, the fa- 
ther became apprehenſive leſt a + diſcovery 
ſhould occaſion the deſtruction of himſelf, 
his wife, and child, whereby the prediction 
communicated to him in the viſion would 
be diſappointed. Hereupon he obſerved to 
his wife, that to preſerve the child any 
longer in their own habitation would be at- 


| tended with imminent danger in the at- 


tempt, and difficulty in the execution. 
They had not the ſmalleſt doubt of the 
veracity of the viſion, and were perfectl 
confident of the power of the Almighty to 
provide for their preſeryation amidſt the 
worſt of dangers ; and that whatever he 
had been pleaſed to promiſe would moſt 
aſſuredly come to pals. . 

In conſequence of the above conſidera- 
tions, they determined to truſt the child to 
the direction of providence. By twiſting Þ 
bulruſhes together, they formed a cradle, 


8 


* 


2 


of ten feet, chiefly in the marſhy grounds of Egypt, 


and the ſtagnated parts of the river Nile. Pliny ſays, 


(B. XIII. c. 11.) that the ancients manufactured 
them into cloths, rope, mats, fails, failing veſſels, 
and other articles of uſe, Of theſe the ancients alſo 


| 


made their paper. 
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HAP. IX.] 
the apertures of which they ſtopped with 


itch, ſo that the water could not enter it. 

In the kind of ark formed in the manner 

above deſcribed, they placed the child, and 

recommending him to the protection and 

[oſs let a providence of God, ſet the veſſel adrift 

ui upon upon the river Nile. While the ark was 

7 carried along by the ſtream, the child's 

wg ſiſter, whoſe name was Mariam, ſtood on 

the other fide of the river, by her mother's 

command, to obſerve what courſe it ſhould 
take. 

At this time, Thurmuthis, the king's 


the air, upon the bank of the river Nile, 
and ſeeing the ark floating with the current, 
ſhe ſent out ſwimmers to bring it to land ; 
and finding it to contain a beautiful and 
healthy child, the princeſs was exceedingly 
delighted. Such was the grace and favour 
of the Almighty towards Moſes, that he 
was preſerved, maintained, and educated, 
under the immediate direction of the ve 
xerſons who, for the purpoſe of effecting 
bis deſtruction, were concerned in the de- 
ſign of cutting off the whole race of the 
Hebrews. 

The princeſs ordered ſome women to 
attend to ſuckle the child; ſeveral accord- 
ingly came; but the infant turned from 
them with averſion, nor could all their 
endearments induce him to take the breaſt. 
Mariam was preſent, pretending to be at- 
tracted thither by curioſity, rather than 
from being intereſted in the fate of the 
child; and ſhe obſerved, that if the infant 
was by birth a Hebrew, it was probable 
it might have a natural diſlike to the milk 
of a ſtranger; and, therefore, ſhe adviſed 
the princeſs to ſend for a Hebrew woman, 
for the purpoſe of trying whether her milk 
would not be agreeable to him. The ob- 
ſervation of Mariam appearing to be ver 
reaſonable, the princeſs authoriſed her to 
procure a Hebrew nurſe, in order for mak- 

ing the experiment. 
Mariam brought the real mother of the 


entirely unknown to the princeſs and her 
attendants. No ſooner had Jochabel of- 
iered the breaſt to the child, than he re- 


Jochabel ap- 


wires n Jochabel to take charge of the child; and 
ſo; her this office ſhe conſequently accepted with 
M, ver. 8. great joy. | 

The name given to the child had alluſion 
to the providential event whereby he had 


11 


* Moſes obſerving that his name had a reſem- 
ance, both in found and fignification, to the He- 
ew word Maſha, meaning, to draw out, writes 
4. Moſheh, and introduces. the king's daughter 
5 Ving this reaſon for aſſigning him the appe.lation, 
ecauſe, Meſhiihu, fignifies, I drew him out of 


* 
1 


daughter, was walking, for the benefit of 


infant to Thurmuthis, her perſon being 


ceived it with great eagerneſs; which be- 
ing obſerved by the princeſs, ſhe ordered 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. | 
been preſerved ; for he was called * Mo- 


Yſes; Mo, in the Egyptian language ſig- 
nifying water, and the import of Yes be- 
ing, preſerved. 0 | 
According to the prediction of the Al- 
mighty, Moſes excelled all the Hebrews 
in the ſtrength of his mental powers. He 


was the ſixth generation from Abraham 


Amaram, his father, being the ſon of 
Caaſh, who was the ſon of Levi, he being 
the ſon of Jacob, who was the ſon of Iſaac, 
Iſaac being the fon of Abraham. 

As his years increaſed, Moſes diſplayed 
a very unuſual pregnancy of underſtanding, 
even in his childiſh ſports there being ſome- 
thing ſerious and inſtructive. After he 
was three years of age, ſuch were the come- 
lineſs and beauty of his perſon, that when- 
ever they met with him, people of all 
ranks and deſcriptions gazed upon him 
with. delight and admiration ; for even 
thoſe of the moſt unſociable and moroſe 
temper were incapable of reſiſting the cap- 
tivating powers of this miracle of a child. 

Thermuthis entertained the tendereſt af- 
fection for Moſes, and having no iſſue, ſhe 
reſolved to adopt him as her ſon, Taking 
him, therefore, to the king, her father, 
ſhe id, This, Sir, is incomparably the 


moſt. beaqtiful infant that ever was born. 


I recefyed him, as a bounty, from the river 


Nile; and he has been brought up under 


my immediate care and inſpection. I in- 
tend to adopt him as my ſon, and be 

to preſent him to you, as your ſucceſſor. 

The king received the child in the moſt 
gracious manner, and with a view of grati- 
fying his daughter, he took the crown from 
his own head and placed it on that of the 
child. Upon this, the princeſs, in play- 
fulneſs with the boy, ſeveral times took 
the crown off, and again put it on his head, 
till, at length, it fell to the ground, and 
he trampled upon it. Hereupon the ſcribe, 
mentioned in the former part of this chap- 


ter, vehemently called upon the king to 


order the child to be put to immediate 
death; faying, it was the ſame by whom 
he had predicted the deſtruction of Egypt 
would be brought about; and that the af- 
front he had already put upon the dignity 
of the ſovereignty, by trampling the crown 


under his feet, was a confirmation of th 


prophecy. He told the king, that by the 
death of the child alone, his own ſafety 
could be inſured; that his preſervation was 
an event that, of all others, would prove 
the moſt fortunate to the Hebrews, and 


* 


— 


the waters. And the child grew, and ſhe brought 
him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her 
ſon. And ſhe called his name Moſes: and ſhe ſaid, 
becauſe I drew him out of the water.” Exod. II. 10. 
Thus we ſee that Moſes was adopted as the ſon of 
the princeſs, 


P the 


87 


58 


Moſes is pre- 
ſerved by the 
providence of 
Heaven, 
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and his ſubjects. Upon hearing the ſcribe's 
exclamation, Thurmuthis immediately took 
the child out of the preſence of the king, 
without receiving any oppoſition, it being 
the pleaſure of the Almighty, that Pharaoh 
ſhould not regard the ſcribe's admonition. 
The princeſs cauſed Moſes to be inſtruct- 
edinall the learning and polite accompliſh- 
ments of the times, in which his progreſs 
was fo ſurpriſingly rapid, that he attained 
proficiency at a time of life when, accord- 
ing to the common courſe of education, 
his improvement was expected to be but 
very inconſiderable. The ſplendid talents 
of this youth, and the patronage he receiv- 
ed from the king's daughter, were circum- 
ſtances on which the -Hebrews grounded 


the moſt dreadfully calamitous to himſelf 


the hope of deriving ſignal benefits. In 


The Ethiopians make an irruption into Egypt, 


the mean time, the Egyptians were appre- 
henſive of miſchief from the fame caule : 
but conſidering, that there was no ſuccet- 
ſor.to the crown, who was likely to en- 
deavour at the promotion of their welfare, 
they, at length, relinquiſhed their defign 
of putting Moſes to death, 


E 


and put the inbabitants to flight, Moſes 
leads an army againſt the enemy. His 
paſſage interrupted by venomous animals, 
which he deſtroys. He afjaults the Ethi- 
opians by furpriſe, and ravages their 


country, He befieges the city of Saba, 


which is ſurrendered to him. Heeſpouſes 
Tharbis, daughter of the king of Ethiopia. 


8 Moſes advanced in years, he every 

day afforded freſh proofs of his won- 

derful abilities; and the general opinion 
was, that the time would arrive, when his 
valour and ſkill would eſſentially contribute 
to the advancement of the fortunes of his 


friends, and the depreſſion of thoſe of his 


enemies. 


The Ethiopians having made an inroad 
upon the boarders of Egypt, and commit- 
ted great devaſtation in that part of the 
country, the natives were highly exaſpe- 


rated againſt the ſpoilers; and to revenge 


| whole country. They burnt and ravaged, 


the affront they had given, led a powertul 
army into the field. An engagement en- 
ſued, in which many of the Egyptians were 
ſlain, and the reſt were put to a ſhameful 
flight. Inflated with their ſucceſs, the con- 

uerors flattered themſelves in the vain hope, 
that they ſhould be able to overrun the 


without controul, and poſſeſſed themſelves 
of booty to a large amount. The enem 
marched to the city of Memphis, and from 
thence proceeded to the ſea, without op- 
poſition, 3 0 


Being driven to this extremity, the king 
of Egypt had recourſe to divines and ora- 
cles, in order to learn what would be the 
moſt ſucceſsful meaſures. he could purſue, 
The reply was, that a certain Hebrew was 
to take the command of his army. Here- 
upon, the king informed his daughter, that 
he was deſirous of giving the command of 
the forces he was preparing to emplo 
againſt the invaders, to her adopted ſon, 


| Moſes. The princeſs readily agreed to uſe 


her influence to engage Moſes in an un- 
dertaking fo eſſential to the ſervice of her 
father ;. but ſhe previouſly bound him under 
the obligation of an oath, that he would 
exert every poſſible means for preventing 
any miſchief being attempted againſt the 
perſon of Moſes; at the ſame time ob- 
ſerving, that there was a remarkable in- 
conſiſtency in the conduct of the prieſts, 
who, atter declaring the death of Moſes to 
be the only means of preſerving the ſtate 
from ruin, now condeſcended to {vlicit 
his aſſiſtance for averting the calamities with 
which the whole kingdom was threatened 
by the enterpriſes of a powerful and bar- 


| barous enemy. 


Thurmuthis had little difficulty in pre- 
vailing upon Moſes to undertake the com- 
mand of her father's forces; and his ac- 
quieſcence was highly acceptable both to 
the Egyptian and Hebrew prieſts ; for the 
firſt had no doubt of the army proving 
victorious under his command ; and, after 
his ſucceſs againſt the enemy, they ima- 
gined an opportunity would be eaſily found 
for effecting his deſtruction : the Hebrews, 


ſon the contrary, cheriſhed the hope, that 


when under the conduct of fo great a lea- 
der, they ſhould be able to relieve them- 
ſelves from the intolerable oppreſſion and 
ſlavery to which they had been fo long ſub- 
jugated by the Egyptians. 


Moſes having aſſumed the command of Moſes leads 
the king's army, he determined to attack 


the enemy by ſurpriſe. The paſſage over 


of ſerpents, many of them being fierce and 
venemous, and terrible to behold, ſome 
having wings, and being as capable of 
ſeizing and devouring men while flying in 
the air, as when upon the earth. Many 
of theſe frightful, voracious, and poiſonous 
animals were unknown in any part of the 
world, except the ſpot through which it 
was the intention of Moſes to direct his 
paſſage. ; 

In contradiction to the advice of all 
others who were conſulted upon the ſub- 
ject, Moſes determined to go in purſuit of 
the enemy by land, rather than by the way 
of the river Nile; and, to eſcape danger 


from the ſerpents, he had recourſe to an 
ſadmirable ſtratagem. He knew the 


| 


bird 
Ibis 


[Book It 


: . . the Ethio- 
land was infeſted with immenſe numbers pians. 


HAP. XI.] 
This to be a mortal enemy to ſerpents of 


every ſpecies, though it was gentle and in- 


. ſoſes at- 
acts, and 
omwits ter- 


ible laugh- 


9 ptlans. 


offenſive to animals of every other kind. 
Taking with him a number of the birds 
above mentioned, in cages made of bull- 
ruſhes, when he came to the place where 
danger was to be apprehended from the 
fierce and venomous animals, he let the 
birds fly in purſuit of the ſerpents, by 
which means they were devoured or diſ- 

rſed, and his army was enabled to pro- 
ceed without danger of annoyance. On 
this ſubject, however, it is not neceſlary 
for me to ſpeak more at large, it being a 
matter with which the Greeks, for whoſe 
information I am writing, are perfectly ae- 
quainted. 

At length, Moſes came up with the 
Ethiopian army, and aflaulting them by 
ſurprize, great numbers of them were 
ſlain z and he purſued the ſurvivors into 
their own country, where he laid many 
of their cities and towns in ruins. 

This victory animated the Egyptians 
with new vigour and reſolution, while the 


Ethiopians had only the proſpect of death 


rmongthe and ſlavery before them. Moſes purſued 


the enemy to Saba, the capital of Ethiopia, 
which Cambyſes afterwards called Meroe, 
on account of his having a fiſter of that 
name. This city appeared to be impreg- 
nable, being ſurrounded by the Nile, where 
the waters of that river were augmented by 
receiving thoſe of the Aſtapus and Aſta- 


bora; ſo that the paſſage was rendered both || 


dangerous and difficult; beſides the ſecu- 
rity it received from its inſular fituation, 
it was the leſs aſſailable from being ſur- 
rounded with- a ſtrong wall, and fortified 
with ramparts and other works to defend 
the place both from the attacks of an ene- 
my, and inundations from the river: but 
ſo far from being diſcourged by theſe ob- 
ſtacles, Moſes vigorouſly beſieged the place. 


Every ſtratagem he was able to make 


uſe of for forcing the enemy to battle prov- | 


ing ineffectual. Moſes was diſſatisfied that 
his army ſhould remain in a ſtate of inacti- 
vity : but, in the mean time, a very ex- 
traordinary incident occurred. Tharbis, 


the daughter of the Ethiopian king, hap- || 
pening once to ſee Moſes, with his ſword 


in his hand, drawing up his forces under 


r 


td. 


And it came to paſs in thoſe days, when Moſes 
was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, 
and looked on their burdens ; and he ſpied an 
Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 
And he looked this way and that way, and when 
he ſaw that there was no wan, he ſlew the Eygptian, 
and hid him in the ſand.” Exod, II. 11, 2. The 
Egyptian was a taſk maſter, who beat the Hebrew 
ſo cruelly as nearly to occaſion his death, becauſe 
he did not work faſter than his ſtrength would ad- 
mit. Exaſperated by this outrage and oppreſſion, 
he punithed the - perpetrator thereof on the "ſpot. 
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$9 
the walls of the town to make an aſſault, 
and ſignalizing himſelf by extraordinary 
feats of bravery, ſhe conceived a teriderneſs 
for him. She conſidered that his proweſs 
had redeemed the Egyptians from the laſt 
extremity of diſtreſs, and in the pride of 
their conqueſts had effectually ſubdued and 
humiliated the Ethiopians. In ſhort, the 
more ſhe reflected on the great and eminent 
qualities of Moſes, the more her paſſion 
for him become irreſiſtible. At length, 
ſhe explained to ſome perſons in her con- 
fidence the partiality ſhe entertained in fa- 
vour of the general of the beſiegers, and 
diſpatched them to him with an offer of 
marriage. This propoſal he accepted on 
condition, that, after the ſurrender of the 
city, the nuptials ſhould be ſolemniſed. 
The preliminaries being ratified upon oath, 
the city was accordingly ſurrendered ; and 
a ſhort time after Moſes eſpouſed the prin- 
ceſs Tharbis. After returning thanks to 
the Almighty for the victory he had ob- 


tained, Moſes led the Egyptian army back 
to their own country. 


CHAP; XL. 


The ingratitude of the Egyptians, who en- 
ter into a conſpiracy to deprive Moſes of 
life. He eſcapes to Madian for refuge. 

on an affront being offered to the daugh= 
ters of Raguel, Moſes protects them. Their 
gratitude to him. Gaguel adopts Moſes 
as his ſon, and gives him one of his daugh= 


ters in marriage. 


UCH was the ingratitude of the 
Egyptians, that, inſtead of the ac- 


| knowledgements to the man whoſe valour 


had reſcued them from impending deſtruc- 
tion, upon his return from Ethiopia, they 
manifeſted towards him an inveterate en- 
mity, and entered into an abominable con- 
federacy to bring about his deſtruction. 
They were jealous leſt the influence and te- 
putation he had acquired by his ſplendid 
atchievements might put.him in a condi- 
tion for aiming at independency, and even 
occaſion him to aſpire to the ſovereignty of 


. WW. 
To obſtruct his ſucceſs they exhibited The Egyp- 
againſt him an accuſation of * murder; dans conſpire 


. . . inſt 
and in this the king was induced to coun= Nfofes. 


hath. —_— 
1 * 


— B: rode. a 


But admitting the Iſraelites to have ſuſtained injury, 
ſome contend that Moſes was not juſtifiable, ſince 
an appeal might have been made for redreſs to the ci- 
vil magiſtracy, having juriſdiction over the diſtrict 
where the offence was committed. But it is to be re- 
collected, that the kings of Egypt authoriſed and en- 
| couraged their ſubjects to oppreſs the Hebrews, and 
treat them with barbarity: and therefore, ſince 
common juſtige was denied them, to repel force b 
force was wayrantable. It may be added, that this 
action of Moſes was probably the effect of divine 


impulſe. 


tenance 


— 
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He retires 


privately to 


Madian, 
Ver. 15. 
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tenance them, partly on account of his en- 
vy of the extraordinary wiſdom and milita- 
ry fame of Moſes, and partly in conſequence 
of the dread he entertained of the deſtruc- 
tion that the prieſts and ſcribes were per- 
petually aſſerting he was deſtined to bring 
upon the Egyptian nation. 
Being informed of the conſpiracy for 
effecting his deſtruction, Moſes ſought his 
fafety in flight, travelling through a deſart, 
where he ſuppoſed his enemies would not 
think of purſuing him. On his way he 
was greatly diſtreſſed for the means of ſub- 
ſiſtence, but reſiſting the pain of hunger, 
he reſolutely purſued his journey till he 
came in fight of * Madian, a city fituated 
on the coaſt of the Red Sea, which receiv- 
ed its name from one of the ſons of Abra- 
ham by Cheturah. Seating himſelf by the 
fide of a fountain to refreſh himſelf with 
reſt, an incident took place, whereby an 
opportunity was afforded him of fignalizing 
his courage and his regard to juſtice. Such 
is the ſcarcity of water in that country, that 
the ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes repair to 


the fountain early in the morning, leſt fo 


much water ſhould be taken out of it, that 


the remaining part would not be ſufficient 


to ſupply their cattle. 


When Moſes came to the fountain, ſeven 
maidens were ſtanding by the fide of it; 
they were ſiſters, being the daughters , of 
+ Raguel, a prieſt, and a perſon of great: re- 
putation in that part of the country. The 
virgins were attending their father's flocks, 
which was the common employment of the 
women in the country of the Troglodytes. 
The water they had taken out of the foun- 
tain they poured into troughs, for the con- 
venience of dividing it among the ſheep. 
At this time ſome ſhepherds coming to the 
fountain, they rudely forced the virgins 
from their ſtation, in order that their own 


ſheep might drink the water they had| 


taken out of the fountain, and poured into 
the troughs. Incenſed at their brutal be- 
haviour to the virgins, Moſes drove the 
ſhepherds from the fountain, and aſſiſted 
the maidens in watering their ſheep. Upon 


* Scripture, Midian. 
is place is ſuppoſed to be part of Arabia Pe- 
trœa, bordering upon Geſhon. 

+ He is called Reuel in Exodus, II. 18. in Num- 
bers, X. 29. he is ſuppoſed to be deſcribed under 
the name of Hobab, the ſon of Raguel. In Judges 
I. 16. he is called Ceni, and Jethro in Exodus, III. 
1. So that he is ſuppoſed to be the ſame perſon, 
mentioned in different parts of Scripture under the 
names of Raguel, Reu:], Hobab, Ceni, and Jethro. 

f It is probable that Raguel did not give his 
daughter Zipporah in marriage to Moles till he had 
reſided ſome time in that country, and given proofs 


' of his righteou neſs and virtue. 


In Scripture, this place is called Horeb. 
c Now Moies kept the flock of his father-in-law, 
the prieſt of Midian: and he led the flock to the 
backfide of the defart, and came to the mountain 
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their return to their father, they mentioned 
to him the rude treatment they had received 


| from the ſhepherds, and the generous pro- 


tection afforded them by the ſtranger ; ,re- 
queſting he would be pleaſed to make him 
ſome handſome acknowledgment for the 
favour and ſervices they had received. The 
good-nature and gratitude of his daughters 
were highly applauded by Raguel, who 
ordered them to conduct the ſtranger into 
his houſe, that he might compenſate him 
for his generous protection of his daughters. 
Moſes being accordingly introducted to 
Raguel, he acknowledged himſelf under 
great obligations to him for the ſervice he 
had rendered his daughters, which a& of 
manly generoſity, he aſſured him, ſhould 
not remain unrewarded. He then adopted 
Moſesas his fon, and gave him his | daughter 


Zipporah in marriage, and appointed him 
the ſuperintendant of all His ſheep. 


— 


CHAP. x0. 


Moſes drives his ſheep to Mount Sinai. God 


ſpeaks to him from a fiery buſh. The voice 
airetts Moſes to go into Egypt, and pro- 
miſes to afjiſt him with miracles in deli. 
vering the Hebrews from Bondage. The 
rod of Moſes turned into a ſerpent. Water 
appears to be turned into blood. God con- 
fers upon Moſes the gift of working mi- 
racles. 
FTE R Moſes had lived ſome time 
in the family of his father-in-law, 
he drove his flocks up to || Mount Sinai, 
where the paſturage was exceedingly fine. 
This was the higheſt mountain in the 
whole country; and an ancient tradition 
was then extant, purporting, that upon 
the ſummit of it, the reſidence of God was 
ſituated ; and therefore, it was held in ſuch 
veneration, that the people would neither 
feed their cattle, nor walk upon the moun- 
tain, 
Soon after Moſes had aſcended the mount, 
there appeared to him a moſt remarkable 
prodigy : in a buſh he perceived a fierce 
and violent & flame, but yet neither the 
EN branches 


of God, even Horeb, Exod. III. 1. | 
$ The element of fire was frequently uſed as the 
means of indicating the preſence of the Divinity. 
When God determined to ratify his covenant with 
Abraham, A ſmoaking furnace, and a lamp of 
fire pailed between the pieces of the victims.“ When 
the people were to be aſſured of the divine miſſion 
of Moles, God deſcended-in fire from Mount Sinai. 
When our blefſed Redeemer was innitiated into his 
holy miniſtry, the divine glory, or fire, ſettled on 
his head; and when his diſciples were inſpired with 
the Holy Ghoſt, cloven tongues of fire manifeſted 
the preſence of the Divinity, and convinced the 
ſpectators of the reality of the inſpiration.— With 
reſpect to the burning buſh, Philo, the Jew, gives 
the following ſollution of the meaning of that ex- 


{ymbol of the oppreſſed Hebrews, and the flame was 
|; a type 


Fele phenomenon: the burning buſh was a 
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HA. XII.) 


Gol ſpeaks 
to Moſes 
from a fer) 
dul, Exod. 
III. I, 


to preſume to treſpaſs upon this ground, 


— 


branches, flowers, nor leaves were con- 
ſumed, nor was there any alteration diſ- 
cernible in their colour or form. The 
aſtoniſhment that wonderful ſpectacle oc- 
caſioned was greatly increaſed, when Moſes 


diſtinctly heard a voice proceeding from | 


the fire, ſaying, How came you, Moſes, 


where no man has ever before dared to tread, 
being conſidered as a ſpot too holy and 
ſacred to be intruded upon, without incur- 
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| tially depend upon the labour of the Egypt : 


Hereupon, the voice commanded Moſes - 


to rely on the protection of God upon all 
occaſions ; informing him, that he ſhould 
be bleſſed with the faculty of perſuaſion, 
and that. when, arguments failed of ſucceſs, 
he. ſhould have the power of performing 


ſuch actions as ſhould convince the mut- 


titude that he acted under the authority of 


a divine commiſſion. To confirm him in Moſes in- 


ring the irreligious guilt of prophanation ?” 


veſted with 
The voice then commanded Moſes to with 


the power of 
working mi- 


the belief of the extraordinary powers he 
was to poſſeſs, the voice, commanded: him 


— 


the revenues of his government, and the 


ſucceed to the lands, and partake of the 


hope to attain a ſhare of influence over ſo 


_ prevail upon them to abandon the count 


ſent to hazard an expedition, the ſucceſs 
of which may appear to them extremely 


draw to a diſtance from the fire, and re- 


with the benefactions of which he had 


been deemed worthy, as being the righte- 


ous offspring of anceſtors who had ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by a pious 
acquieſcence in the pleafure of the Al- 
mighty. 
that his name ſhould be great and honour- 
able in all the nations of the earth ; and 
commanded him not to deſpair of ſucceſs 
in any of the. undertakings of his life, 
and immediately to repair into Egypt; 
for he ſhould: attain to abſolute authorit 
over the whole nation of Hebrews, and 
reſcue his-countrymen from the tyranny of 
their Egyptian oppreſſors. The voice fur- 
ther informed him, that, through his wiſ- 
dom and prudence, the Hebrews ſhould 


bleſſings of life, that Heaven had granted 
to their father Abraham, as a reward for 
his. righteouſneſs and virtue; and admo- 
niſhed him not to negle& offering up a fa- 
crifice of thankſgiving upon that ſpot, im 
mediately after he ſhould have delivered 
his countrymen from the Egyptian bond- 
age.” 5 Sa „5 
The voice having ceaſed, Moſes ſaid, 
% Almighty God! I know thy power, 
and adore thy infinite goodneſs, and in no 
circumſtances of life can I heſitate to obey 
thy divine commands. Being a man of 
ſmall conſideration, by what means can I 


numerous a body of people, ſufficient to 


which they at preſent inhabit, and follow 
me to whatever. part of the world I may 
.propoſe to conduct them ? Should they con- 


precarious, to obtain the conſent of Pha- 
raoh for their departure, will be an obſta- 
cle that can ſcarcely be ſurmounted, fince 


eaſe and happineſs of his ſubjects fo eſſen- 


— a 


a type of their cruel oppreſſors. The'circumſtance 
of the buſh not being conſumed, imported, that 
though they were ſubjugated to tyrannical and arbi- 


The voice predicted to him, 


/ 


_ Trary. power, they ſhould” not be deſtroyed ; that | vanced to authority and happineſs, | 


2, and re- to let a. rod that he held in his hand fall 
reſſing his curioſity, to remain contented 


racles, Exod, 


UPON- the graund. 2 This he accordingly IV. z. 
did, and the rod was immediately tranſ- 


formed into a ſerpent, wreathing itſelf into 
folds, and rearing its head in a_menacii 
attitude: and, in a ſhort time, the ſerpent 


re- aſſumed its original form of a rod, Af. 


ter this, the voice commanded him to put 


boſom: having done fo, upon taking his 


hand away, it appeared as white as chalk ; 


but preſently afterwards returned to its na- 
tural colour. The voice then directed him 


which having done, it appeared to 
changed into blood, While Moſes | ſtood 


his hand between his garments and his 


ty to throw ſome water upon the ground, 


in aſtoniſhment at theſe wonderful opera- | 


a 
fiſtance of the Almighity, whereby he ſhould 
be enabled to perform fuch miracles as 
under the immediate authority and: by the 
impulſe of a divine commiſſioͤn. 
The Almighty now commanded Mo 
to repair into Egypt, and that he ſhould 
purſue his journey towards that country, 


tions, the voice commanded him to place 
firm confidence in the ſupport and aſ- 


orm fuch mur: —— 
ſhould convince ' mankind, that he acted / 


Moſes He is com- 


manded to go 
into Egypt. 


night and day, without intermiſſion; for 


any delay he ſhould make would protract 
the affliction and ſlavery of the Hebrews, 
Having promiſed obedience to this com- 
mand, Moſes prayed, that the power he 


n 


had ſo lately exerciſed of working miracles 


might be continued to hira after his arrival 
in the land of Egypt; and further, that 


he might be informed of. the name of the 
Almighty Being, to the end, that in his 


future facrifices and inyocations, he might 


know more preciſely under what appella- 
tion to offer up his addreſſes. The Al- 


mighty was pleaſed to comply with his re- 


queſt : but the name was, till then, en- 
tirely unknouyn to mankind; and to it ſuch 
ſacred veneration is due, that I muſt not 
here preſume to mention it. The gift of 
working miracles, whenever he ſhould 


have occaſion to make uſe of them, being 


3 


* 


a 


— 


t 


_— „ 


tue intenticas of theid derben n Wee bis. 
pointed; and that they ſhould be reſcued from t 


afflictions in which they were involved, and ad- 


conferred 


= — 4 — 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


confetred upon Moſes, he repoſed a firm 
reliance in being able to effect the emanci- 
pation of the Jews from their miſerable 
bondage in Egypt, agreeable to the divine 
revelations and predictions delivered to him 


from the burning buſh. 
CHAP. XII, 


| The death of Pharaoh. Moſes departs for 


Egypt, and, on his way, meets his bro- 
ther Aaron. Moſes intercedes with the 
new king in behalf of the Hebrews. In 
preſence of the king, the Egyptian inchan- 
ters turn their rods into ſerpents, all of 
which are devoured by the ſerpent of 
Moſes. CRT: 
T this time, Moſes received intelli- 
gence of the death of Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, who had meditated his deſtruc- 
tion, and occaſioned him to fly from that 
country for refuge, Upon this he re- 
queſted, that Raguel, his father-in-law, 
would permit him to go into Egypt, where 


his preſence was neceſſary for the common 


advantage of the Hebrew nation. Havin 
obtained the conſent of Raguel, Moſes, 
accompanied by his wife Zipporah, and 
their children, Gerſhom and Eleazar, ſet 
out for Egypt, and they purſued their jour- 
ney with all poſſible expedition. In the 
Hebrew language Gerſhom ſignifies, a fo- 
reigner; and Eleazar, in the fame tongue, 


imports, the help of God. 


The meeting Upon approaching the borders of Egypt, 
of Moſes and Moſes met with his brother Aaron, to 


Aaron, IV. 
27. 


whom he gave a circumſtantial account of 


the wonderful events that had occurred 


upon mount Sinai, as well as of the reve- 
lations, inſtructions and commands he had 


received from the Almighty. Proceeding 


a little further, he was met by a great 
number of the principal people of the He- 
brew nation, who, upon receiving infor- 
mation of his approach, had come from 
the city to congratulate him upon his re- 
turn to that country. Having informed 


theſe people of the commiſſion he had re- 


ceived from God, in order to convince 
them, by ocular demonſtration, of the 


truth of what he had ſaid, he made them 


witneſſes of his power of working miracles. 


This evidence at once aſtoniſhed and per- 
fectly convinced them, that God had ſe- 
lected Moſes for the purpoſe of carrying 
his divine will into execution: and hence 
they derived an aſſurance, that by ſome ex- 
traordinary means the Almighty would 
provide for the relief and ſecurity of his 
people. Thus inſpired with the hope of 


Hereupon Moſes went to the new king, 
and reminded him of the ſervices he had 
rendered the government when the Ethio- 
pians made an irruption into and ravaged 
the country; he enumerated the toils and 
dangers he had encountered in proſecuting 
the war, mentioning that, in repelling the 
invaders he had acted with as much zeal 
as if the Egyptians had been his own coun. 
trymen ; and after mentioning the glorious 
ſucceſſes that had attended his arms, he 
gave the king an account of the various 
inſtances of baſe ingratitude he had expe- 
rienced from the people whom he had 


[reſcued from impending deſtruction. * He 


informed the king of his viſion upon mount 
Sinai, and after very particularly mention- 
ing the revelations communicated by the 
Almighty, and the power that had been 
conferred upon him of working miracles, 
he admoniſhed him againſt oppoſing the 
will of Heaven, by an impious and fruit- 
leſs infidelity. 3 

Pharaoh treated all that Moſes had ſaid 


with contempt and ridicule; when to prove 


g ||the truth of what he had aflerted, he re- 


peated the miracles he had wrought upon 
mount Sinai. Upon this, the king up- 
braided him with abſconding from Egypt 
to evade the juſt reſentment of the people, 
and after having gained a knowledge of the 
arts of magick and inchantments, with 
returning into the ſame country with the 
rebellious deſign of ſeducing his ſubjects 
from their duty and allegiance. Pharaoh 
ſaid, that, notwithſtanding the oſtentatious 
manner in which he had boaſted of the 
gifts conferred upon him, he ſhould ſpeedi- 
ly be convinced that the Egyptian prieſts 
were not leſs expert than himſelf in the 
arts of magic: the king then ordered the 
prieſts to be called into his preſence; and 
upon their appearance, commanded them 
to throw down their rods, which they ac- 
cordingly did, and the rods immediately 
were turned into ſerpents. Hereupon Mo- 
ſes ſaid, he was neither a ſtranger to, nor 
2 deſpiſer of the learning of the Egyptian 
prieſts : but he would aver, that the ope- 
rations he was enabled to perform by the 
favour of Heaven, were, in every reſpect, 
ſuperior to the magical practices of the 
prieſts. He told the king, that he would 
immediately afford inconteſtible proofs, 
that he did not mean to impoſe” illuſory 
practices upon the credulous multitude ; 
but that he acted under the authority, and 
by the impulſe of Heaven, whoſe judgment 
would fall very heavy upon ſuch as ſhould 
diſcredit the manifeſtations he ſhould 


[Boox ! 


regaining their liberty, the people declared afford of his divine miſſion. He then let Moſes's ſer 
their readineſs to purſue whatever meaſures ||his rod fall upon the ground, and it im- prom 
SE Moſes ſhould recommend, and promiſed || mediately became a ſerpent, and devoured of th Egry 


c 


obedience and reſpect to him on every oc- || the ſerpents that had been produced by the tn oy „ 
caſion. | l magical practices of the prieſts, after which 
"EY 


| as to have the appearance of blood; the The river 


- a | . 2 Nile turned 
Egyptians who drank of it, were imme -- into blood, 


diately afflicted with the moſt tormenting VII. 20. 


1b. XIV.] BET FLAVIUS JOSHPHULR. 


it returned to its original form of a rod, 
when Moſes took it into his hand again. 
' So far from operating towards the convic- 
tion of the king, this miracle ſerved but 


ference in their behalt ſerved but to render 
their oppreſſion and miſery more intolera- 


ble. 


accompany him to mount Sinai, in order 


which it is impoſſible the diſobedient and 


Hy! They had no water except what they 


the more violently to inflame his rage and 


indignation : he inſiſted, that the wiſdom, | 
power, and {kill of the Egy 


ptian prieſts 
were equal to thoſe of Moſes, ſaying, that, 
ſo far from being diſpoſed to yield to his 
ſupplications in behalf of the Hebſws, he 
was determined to a& by them with greater 
rigour than they had ty . be He 
then gave orders for the taſkmaſters to in- 
creaſe the labour of the Hebrews, which 
they did, by witholding from them the 
ſtraw that it had been uſual to allow them 
towards making bricks. Thus their la- 
bour was greatly augmented ; for after 
working the whole day, they were com- 
pelled to employ the night in fetching 
ſtraw, by way of proviſion for the buſineſs 
of the following day. | 3s 
Neither the harſh and menacing language 
of Pharach, nor the murmurings of the 
Hebrews, had any tendency towards abating 
the fortitude and reſolution of Moſes. 'The 
Hebrews expoſtulated with him, with a 
view of diſſuading him from perſevering in 
his enterprize, obſerving, that his inter- 


Adhering to his reſolution of reſ- 
cuing his countrymen from their qo 10 
in Egypt, Moſes again applied to Pharaoh, 
ſoliciting his permiſſion for the Hebrews to 


to offer up a facrifice, agreeable to the 
command he had received from the Al- 
mighty. He ſpoke thus to the king : Be 
aſſured that your oppoſition to the will of 
God will be ineffectual : therefore be ad- 
viſed not to deſpiſe his commands, leſt you 
ſhould draw upon yourſelf thoſe judgments 


incredulous ſhould eſcape.” 
CH: AB; IV; i. od 
The ten plagues of Egypt. Pharaoh permits 


the Iſraelites to depart from his kingdom. 


HARAOH obſtinately reſiſted the ex- 
poſtulations of Moſes, and treated his 
prophetic admonition with contempt and 
ridicule, in conſequence of which the 
Egyptians were involved in the moſt dread- 
ful calamities. I ſhall be the more parti- 
cular in enumerating the ſufferings of thoſe 
people, that the example may deter others 
from the commiſſion of ſuch fins as may 
provoke the diſpleaſure and bring upon 


Heaven. 


were- ſupplied with from the river Nile, 


} 


pains, while all its original qualities were 
preſerved without alteration to the He- 
brews. 


continued to oppreſs them, the deſtruction 
of himſelf and his ſubjects would be inevi- 
table, he commanded them to depart from 
his kingdom, 2 FO | 

The evil was no ſooner removed, than 


Pharaoh retracted his promiſe, and deter- 


mined again to exerciſe his tyranny and 
oppreſſion upon the Hebrews. This a& 
of infidelity and ingratitude was ſo offen- 
five to the Almighty, that he viſited the 


country with another judgment, by occa- 


ſioning the face of the whole kingdom to 


be covered with, and the river Nile to be 


This miracle threw the king into 
ſuch conſternation, that, fearing, if he 


choaked up with frogs. Immenſe num- The plague 
bers of theſe animals dying, the putrefac- of trogs, ver, 


tion of their carcaſſes ſo corrupted the wa- 


ter of the river, that it became unfit for 
uſe. The carcaſſes of the dead frogs turned 
into mud, from which vaſt multitudes of 
the ſame kind of animals were produced ; 


and they infeſted their bed=chambers, | got 


into their diſhes among their meat and 


drink, and, in ſhort, became ſo trouble 
ſome and annoying, as to deſtroy all the 
comfort and happineſs of their lives; for 
wherever the creatures appeared, they car- 
ried with them a ſtench intolerably offen- 
five. Sending a ſecond time for Moſes, 
Pharach told him, that he would no longer 


oppoſe the requeſt he had made; and he 


had full permiſſion to conduct the Iſraelites 


themſelves the wrath and indignation of| 


wherever he thought proper. This had 
no ſooner paſſed, than the frogs diſappeared, 


and all matters were reſtored to their former 


ſtate. But no ſooner was the evil removed, 
than Pharaoh again falſified his word, and 


detained the Iſraelites, under the pretext, 
that he was not bound to adhere to his 


romiſe, ſince it was given while he was 


under the influence of fear. 32 
The conſequence. of this treachery and 


breach of faith was another judgment from 
Heaven, whereby the bodies of the Egyp- - 


tians bred infinite number of lice, and no The plague 
remedy was to be obtained from bathing, of lice, ver. 


the uſe of ointments, and other means to 


which they had recourſe for relieving them- 


ſelves from the perpetual torment inflicted 


upon them by thoſe noxious vermine. The 


filthineſs and ſcandal of this viſitation had 


| 


ſuch an effect upon Pharaoh, that he once 
more conſented to the departure of the 

Hebrews from his kingdom; but the evil 
was no ſooner removed, than he demanded 


their wives and children as hoſtages to ſe- 
cure their return. 3 1 
It apf from the conduct of Pharaoh, 


and this underwent ſo remarkable a change, that he imagined he ſhould be able to —_ 
| | : 


The plague 
of flies, ver. 
21, 


The plague 
of murrain 
and ulcers, 


IX, 6, 


The plague 
of hall, 

ver. 23, 245 
25. 


The plague 
of locuſts, 
Exod. X. 13 


145 15. 
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THE ANTIQUITIES 


the judgments of Heaven for his wicked- | 
neſs. and obſtinacy, and that he ſuppoſed 


them to be inflicted by Moſes, and not by 
God, who therefore was highly offended 
againſt him. The whole country was now 
infeſted with immenſe numbers of flies, and 
a great variety of · inſets, many of which 
were not known till that time. Theſe 
creatures were ſo numerous as to prevent 
the cultivation of the ground, and occaſion 
the death of great numbers of the people. 
The ſurvivors ſuffered very ſeverely; for 
they were attacked by dangerous and pain- 
ful diſorders, in conſequence of the air 
being infected by the corruption of the bo- 
dies of the above mentioned animals. But 


all theſe troubles were not ſufficient to bring 


Pharach to a ſenſe of his duty; for he 
would only conſent, that a part of the 
women ſhould accompany their huſbands, 
refuſing to diſmiſs any of the children. 

To punith the diſobedience of Pharaoh 
the Almighty next ſent into his kingdom 
the plagues of murrain among the cattle, 
and of inward ulcers and inflammatory 
diſeaſes among the ple. Great num- 
bers of the Egyptians died; and the infection 
among the cattle of every ſpecies : ſo 
rapidly, that a famine was apprehended. 
However, the Iſraelites remained in per- 
fect health, and none of their cattle was in- 
fected by the peſtilential diſtemper, whereby 
ſuch vaſt devaſtation was made among the 
beaſts belonging to their cruel oppreſſors. 
Pharaoh ſtill perſiſting in a contumaci- 
ous defiance of the divine will, his king- 
dom was viſited by a judgment of hail, 
which falling in vaſt abundance at that 
ſeaſon of the year, when the fruits and 
lants were putting forth their buds, no 
+: remained of their yielding any pro- 
duce for the ſuſtenance either of man or 
beaſt. Hail was a prodigy in Egypt, it 
being till that time entirely unknown 
there; and the violence with which it 
deſcended was ſuppoſed to ſurpaſs what had 
been known in the moſt northern cli- 
mates. 8 1 a | 

Such of the fruits of the earth as were 
not deſtroyed by the hail, were conſumed 
by the multitudes of locuſts, which co- 
vered the whole face of the country; fo 
that by theſe two plagues, the latter im- 
mediately ſucceeding the former, the peo- 
ple were diſappointed of all the produce of 
the earth for a whole year. 

At length, Pharaoh conſented, that the 
Hebrews ſhould have the privilege of de- 
parting from his kin 
their leaving behind t 


hem all their cattle, and 


1 
— 3 
— — 


gdom, on condition of 


goods and effects of what kind ſoever, by way 
of compenſating the Egyptians for the loſ- 
ſes ſuſtained through their means. This pro- 
poſal Moſes rejected, as being at once un- 
reaſonable, and calculated to diſpoſſeſs them 
of thoſe articles, without wa 5 of it would 

be impoſſible for them to offer up their in- 
tented ſacrifice to the Almighty. Pharach 
continuing to perſevere in his demand, in . 

the intggim, the Egyptians were enveloped, of dk 
in a thick darkneſs, and were in momen.. 22, 2 
tary expectation of being involved in de- 
ſtruction. After three days and three 
nights, finding that Pharaoh {till continued 
obſtinately difobedient, Moſes went to 
him, and ſpoke to the following purport, 
% How is it, that you intend contumaci. 
ouſly to oppoſe the pleaſure of the divine 
Being, whoſe command expreſsly is, that 
you ſhall relinquiſh that authority to ty- 
rannically uſurped, and cruelly exerciſed 
over the Hebrews? Be aflured, that the 
threatened deſtruction can only be averted, 
by your immediate ſubmiſſion to the wil! of 
God.” The freedom of this addreſs ſo ex- 
aſperated Pharaoh, that he declared, if he 
prefumed again to mention the ſubject, he 
would inſtantly cauſe the head of Moſes to 
be ſtruck off.  Hereupon Moſes faid, he 
had nothing further to obſerve, than that 
the time would ſoon arrive when the king, 
and the moſt eminent among his nobility | 
would become urgent for the departure of 
the Iſraelites from Egypt... _ 

God commanded Moſes to direct the 
Hebrews to make preparations on the thir- 
teenth for the ſacrifice that was to be of- 
fered to him on the fourteenth day of the 
month, called Niſan by the Hebrews, 
Pharmuthi by the Egyptians, and Xanthi- 
cus by the Macedonians. In compliance 
with the order of Moſes, the Hebrews 
aſſembled at break of day, on the four- 
teenth of the month, being diſtinguiſhed, ac- 
cording to his direction, into tribes and claſ- 
ſes, and purified their habitations by ſprink- 
ling blood thereon with bunches of hyſſop. 

After ſupper, they burnt what meat re- The iofiw 
mained, as a token of their approaching 2 = 
departure. In this manner we ſtill per- Exod. Xll 
form ſacrifice on the-feſtival of our paſ- 3, 27. 
cha], the import of which word is, paſſing 
over, it being inſtituted in conſequence of 
the Almighty paſſing over, or ſparing the 
Hebrews at a time when the Egyptians 
were viſited by a dreadful calamity; for 
this night the & firit-born ifſue of all the The plague 
Egyptian families periſhed. In conſe- e = 
quenſe of which, people of all ranks in life 20. 
repaired in great numbers to the king, cla- 


» 


*The death of every fuſt-born of the Fey tian 
children, had a very natural alluſion to the ſin of 


— cc. 


lm 
— 


from hence may be concluded, that God takes par- 
ticular cognizance of human affairs, and ſooner or 


their parente in deſtroying the male Iſraelites; and 


later, rewards every man according to his works. 
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the Iſraelites were preparing to commence 


feaſt of 
reed 

I Exod, 
65 7. 


Babylon, hen he had ſubdued and deſo- 


near the Red Seca. This was ſo barren a 
country, that no proviſions were to be pro- 


they had brought out of Egypt than was 
life, their 


rheir increaſe muſt have been amazing, from only 


immediately diſmiſs the Hebrews, Here- 
upon the king ſent for Moſes, and upon 
his arrival, gave him authority to conduct 
the Hebrews out of his dominions, being 
now perſuaded, that while they remained 
in bondage, neither himſelf nor his ſubjects 
could enjoy happineſs or ſecurity. When 


their journey, many of the Egyptians made 
them preſents of various kinds, ſome with 
a view of haſtening their departure, and 
others by way of memorial of a long ac- 


quaintance: and at the time of ſeparating 


numbers of. Pharaoh's ſubjects wept, being 


ſtruck with compunction for the unpro- 


voked cruelties they had practiſed upon the 


Iſtaelites. | 

NH A F. IV. 

Moſes leads the Iſraelites out of Egypt. The 
eight days: feſtival, or the feſtroal of un- 
leavened bread. The Egyptians purſue, 
and overtake the Iſraehtes. 


OSES led the Iſraelites towards 

Letopolis, a city that had been for 
ſome time deſerted, and was ſituated on the 
ſpot where Cambyſes afterwards erected 


lated Egypt. © Proceeding: by long marches, 
on the third day they arrived at Beelzephon, 


cured, fo that they had no other ſubſiſtence 
for thirty days than meal and water mixed, | 
and after being kneaded, baked into cakes. | 
Notwithſtanding they acted with great 
economy, conſuming no more of the meal 


barely ſufficient for ſuſtainin 
proviſions were now entirely exhauſted. In 
commemoration of this ſcarcity, weſtill cele- 
brate the eight days feſtival, calling it the 
feſtival of the * unleavened bread. The 
body of people that Moſes, thus, under the 
direction of God, delivered from the Egyp- 
tian Bondage, conſiſted, excluſive of a vaſt 
concourſe of women and children, of the 


immenſe number of + {ſix hundred thouſand | 


7 —— | GY 
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* Unleavened bread was pure and unmixed with 
any corrupted matter : but leaven 1s a ſpecies of cor- 
ruption. The uſe of unleavened bread might be | 
enjoined to remind them of their ſincerity. Others, 
however, are of opinion that it was to commemorate 
their haſty deliverance, on which occaſion they had 
not time to make uſe of leaven. | 

+ © And the. children of Iſtael journeyed from 
Rameſes to Succoth, about fix huadred thouſand 
on foot that were men, beſides . children. , And a 
mixed multitude went up alſo with them; and flocks 
and herds, even very much cattle.” Exod. XII. 
27, 38. The meaning is, that fix hundred thou- 

and were able to bear arms, being twenty years 
old and upwards. ; But there were not above a third 
of thoſe, who. went out of Egypt, and therefore 


| 


BY FLAVIUS. JOSEPHUS* 
mourouſly by demanding, that he would}| men able to bear arms. 


The departure of the Hebrews from 
Egypt took place on the fifteenth day of the 
month of Xanthicus, or Niſan, Moſes 
being then eighty, and his brother Aaron 
eighty-three years of age. It was four hun- 
dred and fifteen years from the time of our 
father Abraham coming into Canaan, and 
two hundred and fifteen from the time of 


| Jacob coming into Egypt. The Hebrews 
| took with them into Canaan, the bones of 


Joſeph, agreeable to the charge, delivered 
by him to his relations, a ſhort time pre- 
vious to his deceaſe. | | 


Pharaoh reperited having conſented to their 
removal; and he attributed all the misfor- 


tunes that had befallen his ſubjects to the 
practices of Moſes, whoſe miraculous ope- 
[rations he conſidered merely as the effects 


of magick and inchantment. He therefore 
determined to march a formidable army in 


| purſuit of them, in order to ſubjugate them 
again to their former ſtate of ſlavery and 


oppreſſion. He ſuppoſed, that in com- 
pelling them to return he ſhould not incur 


conſented to their departure. A conqueſt 
over the Iſraelites, if they ſhould attempt 
reſiſtance, he imagined might be obtained 
without difficulty, fince they were wholly 
unprovided with weapons of defence, and 
muſt neceſſarily be much fatigued with their 
journey. | 


Having procured intelligence as to what The He. 


courſe the Hebrew had taken, the Egyp- 
tian army marched in purſuit of them, 


ſes had ſeveral inducements to prefer this 
way to a courſe attended with fewer dif- 


ſuit by the Egyptians, the fatigue of the 
journey would diſpirit them, and occaſion 
them to recollect their cruel and treache- 
rous behaviour; and he held it not to be 
a matter of prudence to lead the people by 
the way of I Paleſtine ; for in conſequence 


of 


— 


* 
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ſeventy perſons. By the mixed multitude 1s meant 
ſuch of the Egyptians as had embraced the religion 
of the Hebrews. ; ; 

Through the land of the Philiſtines the diſtance 
from Egypt to. Canaan was a journey only of a few 
days; — the ſpirits of the Hebrews being broken 
by the ſufferings they had endured in the Egyptian 
bondage, they were not in a condition to encoun- 
ter a powerful enemy; and therefore it was the plea- 
ſure of the Almighty, that they ſhould paſs through 
the deſart, that they might avoid the Philiſtines, 
who were a fierce people, and implacable enemies to 
the Hebrews © And it came to paſs, when Pharaoh 
had let the people go, that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philiſtines, although that 
was near; for God ſaid, leſt peradventure the peo- 
ple repent when they ſee war, and they return to 


— 


Soon after they had quitted his kingdom, 


the diſpleaſure of God, ſince he had once 


ficulties and obſtructions: in caſe of a pur- 


purſued by 
Pharaoh's 


through a country where the paſſage was army, ver. 6, 
exceedingly difficult and troubleſome. Mo- 7! * 9 


— 


— > 
4 


— 
— 


— 
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of the headſtrong multitude had no effect 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 
of an ancient diſagreement, the Philiſtines |} of approaching liberty to the Hebrews 


{till entertained an inveterate enmity againſt || would be completely fulfilled ; and there 


the Iſraelites, and probably would have 
affailed them had they approathed their 


country . ' 


Having reached the neighbourhood of the | 


* Red Sea, the Hebrews were thrown into 
great terror and conſternation upon per- 
ceiving that they were entirely encompaſſed 


by the Egyptian army, which was compos | 


ſed of fix hundred chariots of war, five 
thouſand cavalry; and two hundred thouſand 
infantry, all completely equipped for war; 
and the main body of this mighty army being 


tioned centinels at all the paſſes and fſecii- 


red every avenue, the Hebrews were driven | 


into a very narrow compaſs, and they per- || fayour ; for God has brought you into chi 
ceived no poſſibility of retreat; for by the l T ght you into this 


ſea, inacceſſible mountains, and the Egyp- 


tian army, they were entirely encloſed. | 


3 


Being wholly unprovided with arms, they 
could not maintain a battle with the enemy, 
and to eſcape from them being impoſſible, 
they had no viſible means of preſerving 
their lives but by an unconditional ſubmiſſion 
to their former oppreſſors. Being in this 
extremity of diſtreſs the Hebrews, with 
great acrimony of language, reflected upon 
Moſes as the author of their preſent cala- 
mities ; for they no longer bore in remem- 
brance the wonderful operations bf God to- 
wards their deliverance from bondage, and 


the miracles to which they had been made 
witneſſes for the purpoſe of ſtrengthening 
their faith. Having nothing in view but 
rocks, ſeas, and armed troops, deſtruction 
ſeemed to be inevitable, and the affliction 


of the men was greatly increaſed by the la. 


mentations and clamours of the women'and 
children. At length, they were ſo exaſ- 
perated by their misfortunes as to entertain 


a deſign of + ſtoning Moſes to death as a 


falſe prophet, by whoſe ſeductive artifices 
they were now on the point of being redu- 
ced to a more intolerable ſlavery than they 
Had endured before. 


The clamorous and outrageous behaviour 


fore, ſtanding in the midſt of the le 
addreſſed * to the following ld. "pe 
_ *© Had you depoſited a charge of ineſti. 
mable valne in the cuſtody of a perſon who 
Had before executed the fame. traſt with 
fidelity, might you not reaſonably rely on 
his acquitting himfelf towards you with 
equal integrity ? Is it not then the higheſt 
degree of indiſcretion to yield to deſpon- 
dency, when the Almighty himſelf has 


| condeſcended to take you under his protec. 


tion. Inſtead of terrifying and diſcoura- 
drawn up in order of battle. Having ſta- A dura 


ging you, the danger and difficulty of your 
ſituation ſhould animate you with the con- 


| fidence to expect a ſpeedy change in your 


diſtreſs, for the purpoſe of . manifeſting his 
power and goodneſs. in your deliverance. 
Comfort yourſelves in the reflection, that 


ty Being who is able to exalt the lowly and 
oppreſſed, and humble and chaſtize their 
perſecutors. Becauſe they are armed, fear 
not the Egyptian troops, nor apprehend 
that your lives are in danger, becauſe a re- 
treat from the enemy is cut off by the ſea 
and the mountains; for the God you ſerve 
has power in an inſtant to level thoſe 
mountains with the plains, and to dry up 


towards abating the reſolution of Moſes, 


he being confidently perſuaded, that the 


divine preſages he had repeatedly witneſſed 


a 


6—— * 


Egypt. But God led che people about, through the 


way of the wilderneſs of the Red Sea.“ Exod. XIII. 


17, 18. | 4 

72 And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, © ſpeak 
unto the children of Iſrael, that they may turn and 
encamp before Pinhahiroth, between Migdol and 
the ſca, over againſt Baal-zephon : before it ye ſhall 
encamp by the ſea,” Exod. XIV. 1, 2. Pi-hahiroth 
ſeems to have been the name-of a narrow -paflage, 
between the mountains on the 'weſt fade of the Red 
Sea; the word Pi, in Hebrew, ſignifying a mouth. 


This place was about ſixteen miles from Etham. 
Migdol imports a caſtle, and probably was a fortreſs 


eretted upon one of the mountains of Pi-hahiroth. 


your truſt in him : — and let his righteous 
g 00H 1 ft ft 15tG; , 
HA. XVI: 

Mofes leads the fraclites towards the fea, 
and after praying to God, ſtrikes the wa- 
ters with his rod, whereupon they ſepa- 
rate. The Ijraelites advance, and being 
purſued by the Egyptians, the latter are 
drowned. Moſes goes to Mount Sinai 
to perform ſacrifice. . 


A A OSES now led the Ifraelites to- 
Wards the ſea, in view-of the Egyp- 
tian army, who being extremely harraſſed 
and fatigued by their purſuit, determined 
to recruit their ſtrength and ſpirits with 


1 


reſt, and poſtpone m 
the Iſraelites till next day. Upon coming 


* — —— 
— _ „ 
— * 


It was ſituated on the weſtern ſhore of the Red Sea. 

The Scripture does not mention that the people 
intended to ſtone Moſes, though we are told there - 
in, that they addreſſéd him in a ſtile of ſevere ex- 
poſtulation. And they faid-urito:Moſes, becauſe 
there were no graves 2 haſt thou taken us 


away to die in the wilderneſs? 'W herefore haſt thou 
dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, 
faying, Let us alone, that we may ſerve the Egyp- 
Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in the wilder- 
nell Exed- XIV. II, 12. | 


te 


a 


{Boox wif 


you have for your protector that Almigh- 


the waters of the ocean. Therefore repoſe 


Moſes lets 
the *1ſracln 
towards tit 

ſea. 


ne making an attack upon 


tians ? For it had been better for us to ſerve the 


a v1) ts lese e &< 


to the fide of the ſea, Moſes, having his rod. eſcaped” being drowned: This judgment Phatab's ar. 
in his hand, thus ſupplicated the aſſiſtance }} was accompanied with a violent hurricane, ER 
of God: together with ſtorms of hail. and rain, and 

 « Almighty and benevolent father of the ſfdreadful flaſhes of lightning and claps of 

univerſe, thou ſeeſt thy faithful - ſervants [| thunder; and, in ſhort, lt 


| circumſtances 
reduced. to an extremity. of diftreſs, from combined to complete the horror af the 


whence they cannot hope for deliverance | ſcene, and manifeſt the dreadful ſituation 
but by ſupernatural means. Thou, Oh} of: thoſe who provoke the difpleaſute of 
God! who alone has power to relieve us God. 


in our calamities, be merciful to theſe thy | The trapſports of the Hebrews, for, this 
people, wha, confiding in thy. ghacjous|| proyidential Gliveranop were bein th 


promiſes, are come out of Egypt, in pious ſ powers of deſcription, ey deemed them- 
_ obedience to thy holy will and command. 


To thee, O Lord, we appeal, who alone 


ſelves now to be ſecure in the poſſeſſion of 


their liberties, ſince, by one ſignal act of the 
can reſcue us from the power of our un- 


power of God, not a man was now living 
merciful enemies. Speak comfort to thy||of thoſe who had fo lately been their 
ſervants, and in the depth of their deſpair || cruel 


8, the | Ar C vp Py bey employed... the 

inſpire! them with a confidence of "thy || wholg,night in Fete ings thankſgivings to 

ſpeedy aſſiſtance. Our eſcape from our God for wonderful delwerance, and 

cruel enemies is obſtructed by the fea and] in ſinging hymns to his praiſe. On this | 
mountains: but that ſea and thoſe moun-|| occaſion Moſes compoſed a ſong in hexa- Moſes's ſorg 
tains are ſubject to thy command; and, at||ameter verſe, which is juſtly deemed a of t:avkſgiv- 
thy word, the one ſhall be levelled,” and || production . excellence, whe. ing; Erol. 
the other ſhall become dry land; or, if it 


; CY | XV. 
| ther conſidered with reſpect to the eleva- 
ſhall be thy gracious will fo to employ thy 


tion of ſentiment, grandeur of expreſſion, 
divine Providence, We may be thereby con- or beanty of ima 85 


veyed among the birds of the air, out of Of theſe occurrences J have been the more 


the power of our enemies. i particular, on account of their being men- 
Theaters Having concluded this prayer, Moſes || tioned in Scripture. r the fact is 


ofthe {truck the ſea with his rod; and the wa- ſd remarkable, let no one diſpute the au- 
AV. „ ters parted and recoiled, whereby a paſſage || thenticity of what has been related concern- 

was produced for the eſcape of the He- || ing the ſeparation of the waters of the ſea, 

brews. Moſes now putting himſelf at the for the preſervation of the Hebrews ; for 

it is not the only event of the kind that has 


head of the people, directed them to return 
thanks to God, for yielding them ſo mi- happened, either by the providence of God, 
or by ſome natural operation. The ancient 


raculous a means of deliverance, and com- 
manded them, in the name of the Almigh-|| records inform us, that the Macedo- 
nians, under the command of Alexander, 


ty, to follow him with chearfulneſs and eo 
were witneſſes to a ſimilar inſtance, when, 


alacrity through the way his beneficence L f1mila! 
had provided for them. 7" Ya to afford a-paſlage to the army, the Pam- 
The Hebrews immediately marched for- || phylian ſea divided; the Almighty, in that 
caſe, making Alexander his inſtrument for 


ward, under the conduct of Moſes, while king A | 
the Egyptians ſuppoſed them to be ruſhing || effecting the deſtruction of the Perſian em- 
into certain deſtruction, But obſerving, || pire. All the hiſtorians who have written 
at length, that they had proceeded to a con- || the life of that prince, . concur in bearing 
ſiderable diſtance from the ſhore, and con- || teftimony to the 1 AcIY of the fact. 
tinued to advance, without inconvenience But of this the reader will Judge, accord- 
or obſtruction, they determined to purſue ing to his own diſcretion, © 
them, not entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion|| The day after that on which the Egyp- 
that the fame road might not be traverſed || tian army was deſtroyed by the providence 
by both armies with equal ſafety. The of God, the winds and the waves forced 
cavalry being drawn up in the van, and the the arms of the deceaſed on the ſhore where 
infantry following at a ſmall diſtance, the|| the Hebrews had pitched their tents. Be- 
whole body made a deſcent from the ſhore to || ing thus ſupplied with the weapons of de- 
the ſea. Some time being employed in pre-|| fence, of which his people were in ſuch 
parations for their removal, and the men neceſſity, Mofes conſidered this as another 
being encumbered with the weight of their act of divine Providence. After the arms 
arms, che Egyptians were not able to over- that had belonged to the Egyptians were 
take the Ifraclites ; but perceiving their ſafe diſtributed among the Hebrews, Moſes led 
arrival on the oppoſite ſhore, their eagerneſs them to mount Sinai, in order to offer up 
for the purſuit increaſed; and when the. ſacrifices and oblations, in obedience to 
whole army had paſſed to ſome diſtance the command of God, for their wonder- 
beyond the banks of the ſea, the waters re- ful deliverance from the power of the 
turned to their former channel, and not a Egyptians. 9 e 
man of the vaſt body of Egyptian troops 
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The diſtreſſes of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs." Bitter water made fivcet. The Iſraelites 
_ encamp at Helim. Their wants become more urgent. They threaten to ſtone Moſes, 
who expoſtulates with them, and they are pacified. Moſes prays. A flight. of quails 
drops into the camp. The Iſraelites are miraculouſly ſupplied with manna for food. 
Upon the prayer of Moſes, water guſhes out of a rock. 


$5 HE joy of the Hebrews, on || not yielding a quantity of water equal to 
£ | occaſion of their deliverance, || the ſupply of ſo numerous a company, yet 
was ina great meaſure abated || in ſome degree contributed to their conve- 
by the unexpected and ex-|| nience. However, the water proceeding 
treme difficulties and hardſhips they en-|| from this pit was equally diſagreeable to 
countered in their paſſage through. the wil- || the palate, and unfriendly to the health of 
derneſs to mount Sinai. They were en- man and. beaſt with what they had before 

tirely deſtitute of food, and the water was || diſcovered. _ 15 
not only ſcarce, but of ſo bad a quality Such was the diſtreſs of the people, 
that even the cattle refuſed it. When the |; that they promiſcuouſly reſorted to Moſes in 
water that, in purſuance to the advice of || great numbers, huſbands ſupplicating re- 
Moſes, they had brought into the defart, || lief for their wives, wives for their huſ- 
was exhauſted, to procure a further ſup-|j bands, and parents for their children. 
ply, they dug pits : this was a work of || Hereupon, Moſes entreated, that the Al- 
great difficulty, owing to the earth being || mighty would be pleaſed to correct the ill 
very hard; and when they came to the quality of the water, and render it agree- 
water, it proved bitter and difagreeable to||able to the palate and nutritious to the 
the taſte. ** body: and God was pleaſed to attend to 
Purſuing their journey, towards the his ſupplication. Accidentally perceiving 
evening they arrived at a place called Ma- a piece of wood, Moſes cleft it lengthways 
rah, on account of the taſte of the water || in the middle, and caſt it into the waters; 
in that part of the country; Marah, in the informing his followers, that the Almighty 
Hebrew, importing bitterneſs. They were || had been pleaſed to hearken to his prayers, 
much in want of proviſions: but being || and had. promiſed to ſupply them with a 
fatigued with travelling, they reſolved to |} wholeſome and agreeable beverage, on con- 
make ſome ſtay at this place; and the ra- dition that they would chearfully conform 
ther as they diſcovered a pit, which though * the directions which he, as the 
7 | n 1 $f 


_— 


* 


of God, ſhould preſcribe. .- The people 
then requeſted what” meaſures he would 
adviſe them to purſue, in order to procure 
water of a better quality. He told them, 


that if the moſt robuſt and healthy of the 


men would induſtriouſly employ themfelves 


in caſting water out of the pit, when the 


better half ſhould be removed, the re- 


The people 
threaten to 
lone Moſes, 


He expoſtu- 
lues with the 
Hebrews, 


mainder would prove agreeable to the 
taſte, and nouriſhing to the conſtitution. 
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| reaſonably expect, that the ſame prev iden- 
tial care will attend you in your preſent 
emergency. Conſider, that the affliction 
you now endure may be impoſed as a trial, 
to prove whether you have that ſenſe of 
former benefits that you ought. to enter- 
tain, and poſſeſs the patience, fortitude and 


* 


ances ought to have inſpired you. I ad- 


The people complied with the direction of patience under misfortunes, and thankleſſ- 


their leader; and, by the conſtant agitation 
of the water, it was ſo purified as to be- 
come a very acceptable beveragdGG. 
From Marah they directed their courſe 
towards Helim, the proſpect of which 
place gave them very pleaſing expectations; 
for obſerving a plantation of palm trees, 
they hoped to obtain from them the means 
of refreſhment, of which they ſtood in 
t need. Upon their arrival at the place, 
er they were diſappointed; for the 
trees were of the dwarf ki 
produce of fruit was very inconſiderable, 
the vegetation of that part of the country 


being checked and impeded by a deficiency 


of moiſture. Though there were twelve 
ſprings in Helim, they contributed nothing 
towards propagating the fruits of the earth; 
for the water of them did not riſe to à ſuf- 
ficient height to contribute towards re- 
freſhing and fructifying the ſolllll. 
The ſufferings of the Iſraelites continu- 
ing to encreaſe, their patience and ſubmiſ- 
lion diminiſhed in the ſame proportion. 


nd, and their 


neſs for benefits received, you do not ren- 
der yourſelves unworthy the future favour 
and protection of Heaven. I am the mi- 
niſter of that Almighty Power that re- 
deemed you from the miſery of the Egyp- 
tian bondage; and your enmity againſt me 
is only on account of my ſtrict conformity 
to the commands of my heavenly Maſter, 
whoſe commiſſions in regard to the pro- 
motion of your welfare I have in no in- 
ſtance either, tranſgreſſed or neglected.” _ 
Moſes now enumerated the judgments 
that had befallen the Egyptians for having 
detained the Iſraelites in a cruel bondage; 
particularly mentioning the river Nile be- 
ing turned into the reſemblance of blood; 
the ſame water being poiſonous to the 
Egyptians at the time when it was perfectly 
{| fahutary to the Hebrews ; the opening of 
the ſea to afford a paſſage for the Iſraelites; 
the reflux of the waters, whereby their 
perſecuting adverſaries were deſtroyed ; and 
the providential manner. in which they had 
been enabled to put themſelves into a con- 


— 


Their proviſion for thirty — being ex · ¶ dition either of conqueſt or defence, by means 


pended, and the wilderneſs affording them 


of the arms of their former oppreſſors, that 


no ſupplies whatever of the neceſſaries of the waves. and winds had driven on ſhore, 


life, their ſufferings drove them to a ſtate 
of deſperation, when their ingratitude and 


outrage became ſo ungovernable, that. they, 
actually entertained the deſign of ſtoning 
Moſes to death, notwithſtanding deſtruc- 
tion muſt inevitably have overtaken them, 
but for his pious interference and media- 
tion, While the multitude were armed 
with ſtones ready to caſt-at him, and were 


near the ſpot of their encampment. Moſes: 
then purſued his diſcourſe to the people in 

„The omnipotence of the Creator is 
eternal, and his providence and mercy are 
not at this time leſs extenſive than they 
have been at any other period: therefore 
deſpair not of ſtill continuing under the 
protection of Heaven; but ſubmit to your 


| 
s 


9 


diſcharging againſt him the moſt intempe- ſufferings, with temper, and moderation, 


rate and furious denunciations of vengeance, 


Moſes ſtood up in the midſt of them, and| 


with a force of argument, and perſuaſive- 


neſs of elocution peculiar to himſelf, ad- 


dreſſed them to the. following effect: 


7 


though for wiſe purpoſes withheld for a 
time, ſuccour may arrive early enough to 
compenſate you hy all your misfortunes. 
Do not conſider yourſelves as neglected or 


_ Os 


„Do not imagine that complaints of||abandoned : but believe, that it is the 


your preſent ſufferings can be admitted in 


acquittal of the bounties you have formerly 


received. The difficulties you now labour 
under ſhould rather induce you to humble 


| Yourſelves in grateful acknowledgments for 


| bleflings that exceeded your moſt ſanguine 


the bounties heretofor experienced by you. 
You have, on former occaſions, received 


expectations; and, if you adhere to your 


obedience to the will of God, you may 


pleaſure of the Almighty to put you to the 
trial, | as to whether you can endure a 
ſcarcity. of the neceſſaries of life for the 
preſervation. of your freedom and indepen- 
dency; or whether your minds are fo de- 
baſed, as to diſpoſe you, for the fake of a 


1 


a level with the briftes, that are fed and 
fattened only for the benefit of their owners. 
I do not thus addreſs you from any conſi- 
8 | deration 


refolution wherewith your former deliver- 


moniſh you. to be careful, that by an im- 


ſtill preſerving in your recollection, that, 


ſenſual gratification, to put yourſelves upon 


69 


70 


The multi- 
tude are 
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deration with regard to myfelf 3 but, that 
I may provide for your ſafety, I deem my- 
ſelf bound to be in ſome degree careful of 
my own. Every ſtone you may preſume 
to caſt againſt me on this occaſion, be af- 
ſured will convey a cenſure upon, and a 
condemnation of the opperations of, the di- 
vine Author of your Beings, who, while he 
is proving the extent of your virtues, is 
preparing for the advancement of your hap- 


ineſs. 


This addreſs reduced the turbulent mul- | | 
In 


fied by bee titude to order; and thoſe who were the 


perſuaſions 
of Moſes, 


A flight of 
guails falls 
into the 


camp, Exod. Hebrews. This relief the 


XVI. 13, 


Mauna de- 
ſcends from 
Heaven, 


de 1. 4, 15. 


and ſpeedil 


fallen into 


moſt violently inflamed againſt their leader, 
being now appeaſed, threw down the ſtones 
vhich they had intended to diſcharge againſt 
| Moſes now retired to a neighbouring 
eminence, and fervently addreſſed himſelf 
to Heaven, praying, that God would ex- 
tend his mercy to the afflicted Hebrews; 
for it was in his power alone to fave them 
from the ruin wherewith they were threat- 
enced ; beſceching the Lord to pardon them 
for the intemperance of their complaints, 
and to impute all that was reprehenfible m 
their conduct to the frailty of human na- 
ture. Upon this prayer, God was pleaſed 
to inform Moſes, that he would provide 
for the ſafety and welfare of the people, 
ſupply them with whatever 
their neceſſities required. eee Ml 
_ Having received this 
Almighty, Moſes returned to the Fogg, 
and informed them of the promiſe he had re- 
ceived of ſpeedy relief, which was fhortly 


ſent for their ſubfiſtence. 
bian Gulph are grea 
birds, and a vaſt flight of them were ſo 

tly fatigued by flying over the Water, 
ET CATE 
peopte properly 


Near the Ara- 


conſidered as proceeding immediately from 


the bounty of Heaven. Mofes addreſſed 
himſelf to Heaven, thanking God for the 
benefits already beſtowed, and for the gra- 


cious promiſes that yet remained to be ful- 
filled. * e By: 


Soon after the hunger of the Hebrews 
had been appeaſed by the birds that had 

e camp, another ſupply of pro- 
viſion was ſent them from 4 Ma. 
fes being at his devotions, while holding 
ap his 42 in the attitude of prayer, a 
kind of dew dropped from the clonds, 
which ſtuck to, and thickened upon his 
hands. Upon taſting it, and finding it to 
be a ſecond miraculous kind of food,” he 


was greatly rejoiced, This being the win- 


gin 


- ®. Druſus in his Quel. / Hebr. lib, J. p- 62. and 
in his Difficil. loc. Exod. XXVI. reject il is in- 


te preta r ĩon. 
2. * 


M £5» fro! the 


t quantities of thoſe 
ing the forty years 


„ 


F 


ter ſeaſon, many of the Hebrews inſiſted 
that this dew was now: but Moſes cor- 
it was 4 nouriſhment ſent from! Heaven to 
prevent the calamity of fame. After the 
example of Moſes, the people taſted of it, 
and found it exceedingly grateful to the pa. 
late, it having the flavour of honey, and 
alſo ſame reſemblance to Bdellium, being 
in particles each about the ſize of a corian- 
der ſeed. i n {fv 
There being much ſtrife and contention 
ering the food, an edit was pub- 
liſhed, prohibiting any perſon from col. 
lecting any greater quantity of it than the 
meaſure of an omer in one day; and they 
were at the fame time informed that the 
ſupplies of this food would be daily conti- 
nued. The above order was iſſued for pre- 
venting the ſtrong and robuſt from abtain- 
ing a greater portion than was their due, 
3 e ee Thoſe 
who co more than quantity pre- 
ſcribed, which was ſufficient for 5 


ſuſtenance, derived no benefit from their 


greedineſs ; for the day after falling it 
became corrapted and ſetved to generate 
maggots. There was in this ſpecies of food 
a quality very remarkable; for  whoevet 
taſted it had no deſire of eating any thin 

elſe. In the fame country dews and rair 

are very frequent, having a reſemblance to 
what ' deſcended from Heaven; at the in- 


terceſſion of Moſes. | The Hebrews call it 
manna, on account of the word * man, in 
| tly our tongue, importing the interrogation, 
verified by a wonderful flight of quails bal | 


What is this ? With great expreſſions of joy 


the -Hebrews returned God thanks for 


this bleſſing, on which they ſubſiſted dur - 
| t they continued in 
the wilderneſs. enn, ei If] N 


Upon the removal of the Iſraelites to Re- 
phidim, their thirſt became intolerable, 
having found but a very ſcanty ſupply of 
water for ſeveral days before. Being now 
in a country that produced no water, their 
diſtreſs was greatly aggravated ; and -they 


» ores pd ee Moſes ; who, up- 


on obſerving their impatience and diſcon- 
tent, retired to his devotions, beſeeching. 
that God, who had ſupplied them with 


od, would not ſuffer them to labour un- 
i 


der the affliction of wanting water to abate 
their thirſt. Hereupon the Almighty was. 
pleaſed to inform Moſes, that -a ſtream of 
water ſhould be found where it could not 
be expected; at the ſame time command- 


ing kim to ſtrike with his rod a neigh- 


bouring rock, from whence immediately 
would iſſue a ſtream of pure water, more 
than ſufficient to ſupply their wants. 


' 1] © Moſes now went back to the people, who 


were impatiently expecting his return ; and 


as he deſcended from the mountain, they 


| looked 


[Bbox lf 


br II. 


BY, FLAVI GU 
looked ſteadfaſtly at him; to diſcover Whe- 


ther his countenance was expreſſive of good 
or ill ems He informed the multi- 
tude, that God had been pleaſed to fignify 


his deſign of alleviating their thirſt in a| 


manner which they could little expect; and 
pointing to a rock, he told them a river 
would ſhortly iſſue therefrom. They ſup- 
poſed that they were to penetrate the rock, in 
order to form a paſſage for the water; an 
undertaking that muſt have been atrtend- 
ed with great labour, which would have 
been the more difagreeable, as they were 
already exhauſted with fatigue, and almoſt 
ready to periſh with thirſt. © However Mo. 
ſes undeceived them, by ſtriking the rock 
with his rod: and at the ſame inſtant a 
copious ſtream of pure and wholeſome wa- 
ter iſſued from it, to the great aſtoniſhment 
and joy of the multitude. In the holy 
Scripture, which is depoſited in the tem- 
ple, it is recorded that the Almighty pre- 
dicted to Moſes that a ſtream of water ſhould 
iſſue from a rock, in the manner we. have 
above related. W e 


| gh CH AP. II. 4 
The kings of the Amalekites join in aconfede- 
racy agammſt the Hebrews. \ Moſes encou- 


. rages the people. Joſbuab appointed ge- 
neral of the Hebrews. The armies en- 


__— 


gage, and the Amaletites are defeated. | 


In gratitude for the victory, Moſes eretts 
an altar and offers up ſacrifice. He leads 
the people to mount Sinai. 1 
1 
Hebrews had attained, excited the 


þ 2" EY 


face of the earth, the whole Hebrew nati-}|that God is friend 


= 
2. 
2 
a 
3 
2 
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=: 
a 
Z 
a 
of 
E 


brews, but prevailed uſp 

nities to engage in the fame enterprize, _ 
bled, it was contended that, * The He- 
brews were a fugitive race of worthleſs 
people, who had abſconded from flavery 


— — 


* 


* 


_ 
WEE 


great reputation which the 


1 
iy 


böse. 


in Egypt with a deſign of committing hoſ- 


tilities againſt other people, and ſub- 
fiſting upon” the bad thay ſhould ob- 
tain ; that the wiſeſt "expedient would” be, 
to attack and ſubdue them, while their ar- 
my was yet ina rude and undiſciplined ſtate, 
and before they ſhould gain poſſeſſion of a 
fruitful province, to ſupply them with the 
means of recovering from that ſtate of de- 
bility and wretchedneſs, in which the toil 
they had undergone, and a want of the 
common neceffaries of life, had involved 
| them ; that by attacking them in the Wil- 
derneſs, they might be ęaſily ſubdued; 
whereas, if they ſhould be diſregarded till 
they ſhould poſſeſſion of places of 
ſtrength and importance, and increaſe in 
power and reputation, the danger attending 
the projected enterprise, and the uncer= 
tainty of its ſucceſs, would be greatly ar 10 
mented.” After the matter had been ful 
diſcuſſed, the council unanimouſly reſolved 
upon Ban an immediate and reſolute at- 
tack upon the Hebrews, in order to com- 
pel them to abandon that part of the 
country. | | Qi 355 15 it 12 1 R197 
Moſes, who till this time had not ex- 
peed any oppoſition or annoyance from 
the natives, was greatly alarmed upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of their hoſtile preparati- 
ons; and by the ſame circumſtance his fol- 
lowers were thrown into great conſterna- 
tion; for though they were in 
the arms that had belon 


ged to the Egyp< 


tians, they were, in other reſpects, deſtitute 


of every accommodation neceſſary for ena- 
bling them to encounter a powerful enemy 
| with a proſpect of ſi | 
his followers to recolle& the various decla- 


Egyptian bondage 
and other bleſſings conferred upon them ; 


arms, money and prove tony of our enemie 


to our enemies, fince all the advantages 


they enjoy will not enable them to contend 
with that omnipotent Being through whoſe 
bounty you have been relieved from greater 
calamities than thoſe you are now threa- 


— 


tened with. That you are ſtill under the 


and from the late inſtance of his goodneſs 
in relieving. your wants, when you were 


under the greateſt extremities of thirſt ana 


hunger. Reflect, that if we prove vic- 
| *# W 4 a L 0 | — , a v4 $+* S | 

torious over the enemies that are preparing 
NS FE — 


ö 


| 


poſſeſſion of 


tof ſucceſs. Moſes admoniſhed | 


| thereby encouraging a confidence of victory, 
if a war ſhouldenſue. * Conſider, ſaid Mo- 
| ſes, that in counterbalance of the powerful 


nat Gt y to our cauſe, and will 
ſaſſuredly fight our battles. | Neither force 
nor ſtratagem can poſſibly be of any avail 


protection of God, is manifeſt from his 
affording you a ſafe retreat through the ſea, 
[| whereby your adverſaries were deſtroyed, 


7 


[rations God had been pleaſed. to make in 
| their favour, particulariſing the event of their 
y [| redemption from the 
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to aſſault us, we ſhall immediately gain army with fortitude and intrepidity, and a 
poſſeſſion of all thoſe accommodations and || {trict- obedience to martial diſcipline. 
conveniencies bf which we are at preſent ſo Having thus animated his people with 
greatly in need, and which ſo eſſentially a ſenſe of righteouſneſs and martial fame, 
contribute towards the happineſs of life :|| Moſes commended them to the protection 
therefore do not ſuffer your fortitude and of God, and then retired to the ſummit of 
reſolution to abandon you, but conduct || the mountain. The battle immediately 
yourſelves conſiſtently with the character commenced, and was maintained with ſur- 
you have hitherto maintained. priſing bravery on both fides. In the mean 
This addreſs animated the Hebrews || time, Moſes fervently appealed to Heaven, 
with the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs : || beſeeching that the Almighty would crown 
and Moſes obſerving in how favourable a the arms of the Iſraelites with ſucceſs: he 
diſpoſition they were, aſſembled the prin- || obſerved, that while his hands were eleya- 
cipals of the ſeveral tribes, and gave them ted towards Heaven, in the attitude of 
advice and inſtructions for their conduct || prayer, his people were manifeſtly ſucceſs- 
both ſeparately and collectively; he admo- ful; and, on the contrary, when through 
niſhed the young men to conform to the || wearineſs, he was no longer able to kee 
directions of their elders, and recommend- || his hands in that poſition, the advantage 
ed the whole body to yield implicit obe- was on the fide of the enemy. Hereupon he 
dience to their commander requeſted that his brother Aaran, and Hur, 
The apprehenſions of the people were || the huſband of his ſiſter Mariam, would 
now ſo completely diſſipated, that the || ſtand on either fide 6f him, and ſupport his 
danger fo terrible to them but a ſhort time || hands from falling.  Aftera furious conteſt, 
before, they now looked upon with con- || the Amalekites were totally defeated. 80 
tempt, expreſſing an anxious impatience || dreadful was the ſlaughter of the enemy, 
of coming immediately to battle, which] that no eſtimate could be formed of the 
they truſted would terminate in their fa- number of the ſlain; but, in the courſe of 
vour, and prove the means of relieving this obſtinate contention, not a ſingle life 
them from all the afflictions they had ſo] was loſt in the whole Hebrew army. The 
long endured. They earneſtly requeſted, }| miſerable remainder. of the Amalekites muſt 
that Moſes would permit them to take ad- have been cut off, but that their eſcape was 
vantage of the preſent opportunity of at- favoured by the darkneſs of night. 
tacking the enemy, when they could The hiſtory of our anceſtors does not ex- The 11. 
ſcarcely fail of obtaining a complete con- hibit a more glorious inſtance of ſucceſs in brews defex 
"queſt, ſince the whole army appeared to war, than the ſignal conqueſt obtained over Nun 
be fo gloriouſly animated with a ſpirit of || the Amalekites ; for the conſequence there- great 04g. 
heroiſm and intrepidity. | of was not only deſtructive to the power der, e. , 
Joſhuah ap- From the vaſt boch of the Hebrews, || of a formidable enemy, but the atchieve- 
8 the Moſes ſelected ſuch as were the beſt qua- ment ſtruck the ſurrounding provinces with 
Hebrews lified for war, and gave the command of || terror and diſmay, and at the fame. time 
XVII Exod. them to Joſhuah, the ſon of Nun, and of advanced the military reputation of the He- 
tte tribe of E phraim. Joſhuah was the brew into an object of admiration to all 
diſciple of Moſes; and ſuch were his other people. * 1 
righteouſneſs and virtue, as to do honour The booty obtained was immenſe, in the 
to ſo admirable an i n ſtructor; he was alſo camp of the enemy Pong found effects of 
eminent for valour, military ſkill, and pru- || ineſtimable value, conſiſting of gold and 
dence. Moſes then ſent out ſeveral de- filver plate, minted money, braſs. veſſels of 
tachments, ſome to ſecure the water, ſome curious workmanſhip, richly embroidered 
to guard the tents, and others to attend to apparel, valuable arms, clothes, and ac- 
the fafety of the women and children, || coutrements for the ſoldiery, horſes and 
Every neceſſary preparation being made other cattle, and, in ſhort, an infinity of 
for battle, the troops remained under arms || other articles for the accommodation of all 
the whole night, impatiently expecting the ||ranks of people, to whom theſe great ac- 
word of command from Moſes, who con- || quiſitions were the more acceptable, as they 
tinued in council with Joſhuah till the had, but the day before, been threatened 
next morning, communicating directions with all the complicated miſeries of famine. 
to him for conducting the engagement. || Though the immediate advantages were 
Upon the approach of day-break, Moſes || unqueſtionably very great, they were by 
recommended Joſhuah to juſtify by his 1 no means comparable with the conſequen- 
tions the exalted opinion his countrymen || ces that ſubſequently reſulted to the victors 
entertained of his character. The fame || from this ſplendid atchievement ; for their 
advice he recommended to the other com- ſucceſs encouraged the Hebrews to great 
| -manders; and, in ſhort, exerted every||and heroic undertakings, and occaſioned 
5 poſſible endeavour to inſpire the whole them to be looked upon with awe ee 
ä F . 


—— th et 


Aab. IV. 


provinces. 


On the day after the battle, Moſes 
cauſed the flain to be. ſtripped of their ap- 
parel, and the ſcattered. arms of the van- 
Cuiſhed enemy to be collected for the uſe 
of his own people. In juſtice to Joſhuah, 
Moſes pronounced a J eulogy on his 


valour — military ſkill, and the whole 


army re-echod the commendations ſo ou 


thily beſtowed upon that illuſtrious war- to the gracious interpoſition of his Provi- 


rior. 


On phat i. of this nidery\ Moſes erect- 


d ed an altar, bearing the following in- 
e. ſcription: 


TO GOD THE JjCONQUEROR:; 
thereby avowing the Almighty as the au- 
thor of the ſucceſs of the Hebrews:; and 


he devoutly worſhipped: him with ſacrifices [ 


and thankſgivings, at the ſame time pre 
dicted the entire deſtruction af the Am 
lekites, as a deſerved puniſhment for their 


baſe and  gowardly: attempt upon the 


Hebrews, when they were reduced to ſo 
diſtreſsful a ſituation in the wilderneſs: 
The ſolemnity was concluded with a feſti- 
val and xejoicings; Joſhuah, the reſt: of 
the commanders, and all the ſoldiery, be- 
ing De in a manner ſuitable to the 
occalion. - 


The 5 was the firſ bat tle fought by 


the Hebrews after their emancipation from | 


the Egyptian bondage. After ſome days 


employed in rejoicings and recruiting | the 


ſtrength and ſpirits: of the people with reſt, 
and other refreſhments, Moſes led them 


forward, the army being not only under 


better diſcipline, but greatly increaſed in 


number; for the arms taken from the 


enemy ſerved for the equipment of a con- 
ſiderable number of Hebrews, who: before 


War. 


By eaſy marches, Moſes led bis people 
to mount Sinai, where, as we have already 
related, he ſaw the viſion of the burning 
buſh. They arrived at the mountain in the 
third mon th after their deliverance from 
the Fern bondage. 


CHAP. II. 


Rague/ repairs to Mo ofes; and con ratulates 


him upon his ſucceſs Kere, e the Amale- 


kites, A ſacrifice offered to Gd; and 
the multitude entertained. 


TJMMEDIATELY upon roelyiteg intel- 
ligence : of the wonderful ſucceſs of 


| ſes, Raguel ſet out to congratulate him 
on the occaſion, and enquire after the 

welfare of his daughter Zipporah, or Sep- 
phora, and their children. was ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced at the arrival of his 
father-in-law, and on that occafion of- 
tered Fab facrifice' to the ably and 


» 


„ 


were un provided with the eee of 


Hand conceived an idea of f 


1 
— 


BY FIL AVIUS j 08 E P H U 8. 
teſpect by the, people of all the ſurrounding, 


gave an entertainment to all his. 
A ſmall diſtance from the 
had ſeen the miracle of the 
they being diſtinguiſhed in the order of 


their reſpective tribes and families. 


by the whole of this numerous company 
in chanting hymns to the honour and praiſe 


{of God, —— the bleſſing of being 
| reſtored- to edn ſafety and happineſs, 


dence. Raguel alſo ſang in celebration of 


the dignity of the character of Moſes, by 
whoſe extraordinary wiſdom and unabating 


| perſeverance, - Gock.- he gh Score; had 


been obtained, 


4 


e 


religion and government. ance of 


NO great was the reverence and reſpect 


in which the Hebrews held the 
ſplendid abilities and ſtrict integrit 


and arbiter in all their diſputes, contentions, 
and miſunderſtandings, 


nounced, were content to acquieſce there- 


tuated by the principles of honour and 


integrity, and Was incapable of being in- 
fluenced to an unfair determination by ava- 


rice or corruption. 


- Raguel obſerved. one day, while his ſon- 


[in-law was hearing cauſes, that he was 
continually harraſſed and oppreſſed with 
and conceive to attend to public buſineſs, 


uggeſting to him 


ſa means for relieving himſelf of a part of 


the fatigue attending his public avocations. 
Therefore, the buſineſs of the day was no 


ſooner concluded: than Raguel addreſſed 


him in the following manner: 


So nume- 


able to go through them in any moderate 
time ; and freſh ones will be daily inſtituted. 
J, therefore, would adviſe you to appoint 
other perſons to act as your deputies for 
the diſcharge of the above function. But 


all matters relating to religion and govern- 


ment, it muſt be your peculiar and exclu- | 
five province to attend to; for it is unani- 


mouſly allowed, that there is no man fo 


taking the care of ſo many ſouls, '- You 


cannot be ignorant of the excellent facul- 
ties 


ple, at 
2 
burning buſh, 


During 
the feſtival, Aaron and Raguel were uri 1 


Raguel's s advice to Moſes on the fs o of 
_ the dfintereſtedne/s and modeſty 2 Moſes. 


Moſes, that he became their ſole Jag 


ey conſidering no 
other man ſo well qualified for the adm. 


niſtration of public juſtice ; and even te 
againſt whom his deciſions were pro- 


in, being fully perſuaded that he was ac- 


admirably qualified as yourſelf for under- 


73 


The multiplicity of buſineſs in Winch Raguel's ad- 


you are engaged, to me appears too great vice 
to be diſpatched by one man. 


rous are the private cauſes between indivi- ö 
duals now depending, that vou will not be 


to Mo- 
XVIII. 
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Joſhuah ap- 


Pointed ge- 


neral of the 
Hebrew 


army, Exod. 


XVII. 9. 


THE. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


to aſſault us, we ſhall immediately gain 


poſſeſſion of all thoſe accommodations and 
conveniencies bf which we are at preſent ſo 
greatly in heed, and which fo eſſentially 
contribute towards the happineſs of life : 
therefore do not ſuffer your fortitude and 
reſolution to abandon you, but conduct 
yourſelves conſiſtently with the character 
you have hitherto maintained.” 

This addreſs animated the Hebrews 
with the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs : 
and Moſes obſerving in how favourable a 
diſpoſition they were, aſſembled the prin- 
cipals of the ſeveral tribes, and gave them 


advice and inſtructions for their conduct | 


both ſeparately and collectively; he admo- 
niſhed the young men to conform to the 
directions of their elders, and recommend- 
ed the whole body to yield implicit obe- 
dience to their commander 

The apprehenſions of the people were 
now ſo completely diſſipated, that the 
danger fo terrible to them but a ſhort time 
before, they now looked upon with con- 
tempt, expreſſing an anxious impatience 
of coming immediately to battle, which 


they truſted would terminate in their fa- | 


vour, and prove the means of relievin 


long endured. They earneſtly requeſted, 
that Moſes would permit them to take ad- 


vantage of the preſent opportunity of at- 
tacking the enemy, when they could 


ſcarcely fail of obtaining a complete con- 


queſt, ſince the whole army appeared to 


be fo gloriouſly animated with a ſpirit of 


heroiſm and intrepidity. 


From the vaſt body of the. Hebrews, 
Moſes ſelected ſuch as were the beſt qua- 
lified for war, and gave the command of 
them to Joſhuah, the ſon of Nun, and of 
the tribe of Ephraim. Joſhuah was the 
diſciple of Moſes; and ſuch were his 


righteouſneſs and virtue, as to do honour 


to fo admirable an inſtructor ; he was alſo 


eminent for valour, military ſkill, and pru- 
dence. Moſes then ſent out ſeveral de- 
tachments, ſome to ſecure the water, ſome 
to guard the tents, and others to attend to 
the ſafety of the women and children, 
Every neceſſary preparation being made 
for battle, the troops remained under arms 
the whole night, unpatiently expecting the 
word of command from Moſes, who con- 
tinued in council with Joſhuah till the 
next morning, communicating directions 
to him for conducting the engagement. 


Upon the approach of day-break, Moſes | 
recommended Joſhuah to juſtify by his ac- 


tions the exalted opinion his countrymen 
entertained of his character. The ſame 
advice he recommended to the other com- 
-manders; and, in ſhort, exerted eve 

poſſible endeavour to inſpire the whole 


] 


4 


| 


priſing bravery on both ſides. 


army with fortitude and intrepidity, and a 
ſtrict obedience to martial diſcipline. 
Having thus animated his people with 
a ſenſe of righteouſneſs and martial fame, 
' Moſes commended them to the protection 
of God, and then retired to the ſummit of 
the mountain. The battle immediately 
commenced, and was maintained with ſur. 
In the mean 
time, Moſes fervently appealed to Heaven, 
beſeeching that the Almighty would crown 
the arms of the Iſraelites - with ſucceſs: he 
obſerved, that while his hands were eleva- 
ted towards Heaven, in the attitude of 
prayer, his people were manifeſtly ſucceſs- 
ful ; and, on the contrary, when through 
wearineſs, he was no longer able to keep 
his hands in that poſition, the advantage 
was on the fide of the enemy. Hereupon he 
requeſted that his brother Aaran, and Hur, 


ſtand on either fide of him, and ſupport his 
hands from falling. Aftera furious conteſt, 
the Amalekites were totally defeated. 80 
dreadful was the ſlaughter of the enemy, 
that no eſtimate could be formed of the 
number of the ſlain; but, in the courſe of 


g this obſtinate contention, not a fingle life 


them from all the afflictions they had ſo was loſt in the whole Hebrew army. The 


miſerable remainder of the Amalekites muſt 


have been cut off, but that their eſcape was 
favoured by the darkneſs of night. 


of a formidable enemy, but the atchieve- 
ment ſtruck the ſurrounding provinces with 
terror and diſmay, and at the fame time 
advanced the military reputation of the He- 


other people. 55 
The booty obtained was immenſe, in the 
camp of the enemy being found effects of 
ineſtimable value, conſiſting of gold and 
ſilver plate, minted money, braſs veſſels of 
curious workmanſhip, richly embroidered 
apparel, valuable arms, clothes, and ac- 
coutrements for the ſoldiery, horſes and 
other cattle, and, in ſhort, an infinity of 
other articles for the accommodation of all 
ranks of people, to whom theſe great ac- 
quiſitions were the more acceptable, as the 
had, but the day before, been threatened 
with all the complicated miſeries of famine. 
Though the immediate advantages were 
unqueſtionably very great, they were by 
no means comparable with the conſequen- 
ces that ſubſequently reſulted to the victors 
from this ſplendid atchievement ; for their 
ſucceſs encouraged the Hebrews to great 
and heroic undertakings, and occafioned 


them to be looked upon with awe and 


I reſpect 


the huſband of his fiſter Mariam, would 


The hiſtory of our anceſtors does not ex- The Ile. 

hibit a more glorious inſtance of ſucceſs in brews def 
war, than the ſignal conqueſt obtained over H 3m 
the Amalekites ; for the conſequence there- great ſay 


of was not only deſtructive to the power ter, vere 1þ 


br.ws into an object of admiration to all 
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reſpect by the people of all the ſurrounding 
rovinces. | 


On the day after the battle, Moſes 


cauſed the flain to be ſtripped of their ap- 


parel, and the ſcattered arms of the van- 
quiſhed enemy to be collected tor the uſe 
of his own people. In juſtice to Joſhuah, 
Moſes pronounced a public eulogy on his 
valour and military ſkill, and the whole 
army re-echod the commendations ſo wor- 
thily beſtowed upon that illuſtrious war- 
rior. 115 ä 


On occaſion of this victory, Moſes erect- 


i ed an altar, bearing the following in- 
ad. ſcription: To GOD. THE /CONQUEROR ; 


thereby avowing the Almighty as the au- 
thor of the ſucceſs of the Hebrews; and 
he devoutly worſhipped him with facrifices 
and thankſgivings, at the ſame time pre- 
dicted the entire deſtruction of the Ama- 


lekites, as a deſerved puniſhment for their || 


baſe and cowardly: attempt upon the 
Hebrews, when they were reduced to fo 


diſtreſsful a ſituation in the wilderneſs. 


The ſolemnity was concluded with a feſti- 
val and rejoicings ; Joſhuah, the reſt: of 


the commanders, and all the ſoldiery, be- 


ing entertained in a manner ſuitable to the 

The above was the firſt battle fought by 
the Hebrews after their emancipation from 
the Egyptian bondage. After ſome days 
employed in rejoicings and recruiting the 
ſtrength and ſpirits of the people with reſt, 
and other retreſhments, Moſes led them 


forward, the army being not only under 


better diſcipline, but greatly increaſed in 


number; for the arms taken from the | 


enemy ſerved for the equipment of a con- 
ſiderable number of Hebrews, who before 
were unprovided with the implements of 
, a 


By eaſy marches, Moſes led his people 


to mount Sinai, where, as we have already 
related, he ſaw the viſion of the burning 
buſh. They arrived at the mountain in the 
third month after their deliverance from 
the Egyptian bondage. | 


SHA. III. 


Raguel repairs to Moſes, and congratulates 
him upon his ſucceſs agar the Amale- 
kites. A ſacrifice offered to God; and 

the multitude entertained. _ 

12 ry age upon receiving intel- 

ligence : of the wonderful ſucceſs of 

Moſes, Raguel ſet out to congratulate him 

on the occaſion, and enquire after the 

welfare of his daughter Zipporah, or Sep- 
phora, and their children. Moſes was ex- 
cecdingly rejoiced at the arrival of his 
father-in-law, and on that occafion of- 
tered up a facrifice to the Almighty, and 


{of God, attributin 


| dence. 


„ 
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BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


had ſeen the miracle of the burning buſh, 
they being diſtinguiſhed in the order of 
their reſpective tribes and families. During 
the feſtival, Aaron and Raguel were joined 
by the whole of this numerous. company 
in chanting hymns to the honour and praiſe 
g the bleſſing of being 
reſtored to freedom, ſafety and happineſs, 
to the gracious interpoſition of his Provi- 
Raguel alſo ſang in celebration of 
the dignity of the character of Moſes, by 
whoſe extraordinary wiſdom and unabating 
perſeverance, ſuch glorious ſucceſſes had 
been obtained, _. | 


MORA Se e, > OO 
Raguel's advice to Moſes on the ſubjetts of 


religion and government. Inſtance 0 


the dijintereſtedneſs and modeſtly of Moſes. 


AO great was the reverence and reſpect 

in which the Hebrews held the 
ſplendid abilities and ſtrict integrity of 
Moſes, that he became their ſole judge 
and arbiter in all their diſputes, contentions, 
and miſunderſtandings, they conſidering no 
other man ſo well qualified for the admi- 


nounced, were content to acquieſce there- 
in, being fully perſyaded that he was ac- 
tuated by the principles of honour and 
integrity, and was incapable of being in- 
fluenced to an unfair determination by ava- 
rice or corruption. | | 


in-law was hearing cauſes, that he was 


importunities to attend to public buſineſs, 


and conceived an idea of ſuggeſting to him 


a means for relieving himſelf of a part of 


|the fatigue attending his public avocations. 


Therefore, the buſineſs of the day was no 
ſooner concluded; than Raguel addreſſed 


him in the following manner : 


to be diſpatched by one man. 
rous are the private cauſes between indivi- 
duals now depending, that you will not be 


able to go through them in any moderate | 


time ; and freſh ones will be daily inſtituted. 
I, therefore, would adviſe you to appoint 
other perſons to a& as your deputies for 
the diſcharge of the above function. But 
all matters relating to religion and govern- 


five province to attend to; for it is unani- 
mouſly allowed, that there is no man ſo 


| admirably qualified as yourſelf for under- 


taking the care of ſo many ſouls. You 


cannot be ignorant of the excellent facul- 


I ties 


gave an entertainment to all his people, 9 
a ſmall diſtance from the ſpot where he 


niſtration of public juſtice ; and even thoſe | 
againſt whom his deciſions were pro- 


Raguel obſerved. one day, while his 8 ö 


continually harraſſed and oppreſſed with 


ment, it muſt be your peculiar and exclu- 


73 


The multiplicity of buſineſs in which Raguel's ad- 
you are engaged, to me appears too great vice 
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and transfer to ſuch other Pere as you 


private cauſes may be referred to their 
deciſion: but, when caſes of difficulty and 


The juſtice 
and modeſiy 
of Moſes, 
ver. 24. 


ED teinpe/t. 


ingly iſſued orders for that purpole : but, 


thoſe excellent improvements in the ſyſtem 


ties wherewith it hath pleaſed the Almighty 
to endow you ; how inſtrumental you have 
been in the preſervation of the people under 
your care; and how neceſſary your counſel] 
and aſſiſtance will be to their future wel- 
fare. Therefore, let your attention be par- 
ticularly directed towards the promotion 
of religion and virtue, whereby you wall 
largely contribute to your own welfare, 
and that of the people under your direction ; 


may judge to be beſt qualified, the charge 
of terminating civil cauſes and controver- 
fies. With regard to other affairs, I would 
adviſe you to adopt ſuch regulations as I 
ſhall now particularize. After a general 
muſter of the people, divide them into 
companies, each of ten thouſand men, the 
proper officers being appointed to command 
them. After this, ſubdivide them into 
thouſands, five hundreds, hundreds, and 
fifties, with officers over thoſe parties ; 
let them be again divided into thirties, 
twenties and tens; the ſeveral diviſions 


having diſtinct officers bearing names ac- 


cording to the number of men under their 
command. This being done, let judges, 
who are approved by the people, as men of 
probity and virtue, be appointed, that 


importance occur, it will be proper that 
you ſhould preſide, to hear the teſtimony 
on cither fide, and pronounce judgment 
thereon. By introducing theſe regulations, 
Juſtice will be done to the public, and your 
attendance to your religious duties, and to 
the government of the people will be ſub- 
ject to little interruption.” 

Raguel's plan of regulation being highly 
approved by Moſes, he determined to carry 
it into immediate execution, and accord- 


at the ſame time, he diſclaimed the merit 
of ſuggeſting the project, avowing, before 
the people, that they were indebted to the 
wiſdom of his father-in-law for diviſing 


of government. 


„ 


gſes repairs to mount Sinai. 
The people are apprebenſive for 
the fafety of Moſes. He recapitulates 
the mercies of the Almizhty towards the 
Tjraehtes. The voice of God heard 
the Hebrews. The two tables of the 
 decalogue, or the ten commandments. 
Moſes again goes to mount Sinai, where 
he fa/jts forty days and forty nights. Upon 
hrs deſcent from the mountain he gives 
orders for building a tabernacle, 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


A dreadful 


is recorded in the holy Scriptures. 


AVING aſſembled the people, Moſes 
| informed them, that he was pre- 
paring to go to the ſummit of mount Sinai, 


for the purpoſe of conſulting the divine will 


and pleaſure of God; and that he hoped, 
on his return, to be able to communicate 
ſuch tidings as would be highly acceptable 
to them. He then commanded them to 
pitch their tents at the foot of the moun- 
tain, and departed. 

Mount Sinai is conſiderably the moſt 
elevated ſpot in the country where it is 
ſituated, and from its extreme height, and 
the craggineſs of its rocks, it appears to be 
inacceſſible. Upon the credit of an an- 
cient tradition, purporting that it is the 
reſidence of God, the place is held in ſa- 
cred veneration. In obedience to the com- 
mand of Moſes, the Hebrews removed 
their tents to the foot of the mountain; 
and lifting up their hands to Heaven, con- 
templated what might be the happy tidings 
which Moſes had ſignified he ſhould bring 
them. During the abſence of Moſes, they 
kept feſtivals, purifying themſelves, and 
living in continence from their wives, in 
obedience to the command they had re- 
ceived. They fervently prayed to the 
Almighty, that he would prove gracious 
and merciful to Moſes, and, through his 
agency, confer upon them means of future 
peace, fafety and happineſs. On this oc- 
caſion they had magnificent entertainments, 
and the women and children were dreſſed 
with unuſual ſplendour. Theſe ceremo- 
nials continued two days; on the third, 
before the riſing of the ſun, the firmament 
being then remarkably clear, the whole 
encampment of the Hebrews was invelopped 
in a thick cloud. This prodigy, which 
was the firſt of the kind, was followed by 
a dreadful tempeſt of thunder, lightning, 


|wind and rain, whereby the preſence of 


the Almighty upon the mountain was in- 
dicated, Of this the reader will judge ac- 
cording to his own diſcretion ; being- ap- 
prized, that I ſhould by no means hold 
myſelf juſtified, were I to depart from what 
The 
above occurrences threw the Hebrews into 
ſuch conſternation, that they did not dare 
to quit their tents, fearing that the ven- 
geance of Heaven had fallen upon Moſes, 
and that they ſhould ſpeedily experience 
the ſame fate, While they were under 
theſe dreadful apprehenfions, Moſes de- 
ſcended from the mountain, ſuch dignity 


| appearing in his deportment, and ſuch ex- 


preſſions of joy and ſatisfaction in his coun- 
tenance, as not only to diſſipate the fears 
of the people, but inſpire them alſo with 
the pleaſing hope, that the Almighty had 


| been pleaſed gracipuſly to accept his pray- 


ers, and that he was now prepared to com- 


municate 


[Boox Il. 


HAP+ V.) | 
municate to them the good tidings he had 


loſes en u- 
lerates ſe- 
tal of 
P0d's mer- 
tf to the 
xlites, 


mentioned before aſcending the mountain. 
Upon the appearance of Moſes, the vio- 


lence of the tempeſt ſubſided, and all the 
elements recovered their former ſtate of 


ſerenity.” __ 
Moſes now 
aſſemble, in order that they might be in- 
formed of what the Almighty had com- 
manded him to deliver to. them ; and when 
they had collected themſelves together, 
ſtationing himſelf upon a riſing ground, 
for the convenience of being better ſeen 
and heard, he addreſſed himſelf in the fol- 
lowing manner to the multitude: | 
« Hebrews and brethren ! God having 
hitherto been propitious to your prayers, I 
am to inform you, that on the preſent oc- 
caſion, he received your meſſenger with 


his accuſtomed - benevolence, grace, and 


condeſcention : and be aſſured, that he 
will continue his protection to you, and 


preſcribe ſuch rules for the regulation of 


our lives, as, if you comport yourſelves 
in ſtrict obedience thereto, cannot fail to 
render you as happy and proſperous as you 
can hope or expect to be. By the rever- 
ence you bear towards the Almighty Crea- 
tor of the world, and by the ſignal bleſ- 


ſings he hath, from time to time, been 


pleaſed to beſtow upon you, I now ſeri- 
ouſly exhort you, not to treat ſlightly what 
I am, in obedience to his commands, pre- 
paring to communicate to you. Let not 
my deficiency in conſideration and import- 


ance induce you to have the leſs reſpect || 


for the matter which I am about to com- 
municate: but be aſſured, that it is God 
who ſpeaks to you at this moment, though 
the voice of a weak mortal is made the 
humble inſtrument whereby his gracious 
intentions are to be communicated and ex- 
plained. Conſider me no longer in the 
character of Moſes, the ſon of Amaram 
and Jochabel, but as the agent for report- 
ing to you the gracious deſigns of that Al- 
mighty Being, who, for your benefit, 
cauſed the waters of the river Nile to be 
turned into blood, and the hearts of your 
Egyptian oppreſſors to be tormented with 
a variety of plagues ; who formed a paſſage 
for you, through the ſea, and ſupplied you 


with food from Heaven, and water from 


the rock; who created Adam, and made 
him lcrd of the whole earth; who preſer- 
ved Noah from deſtruction by the deluge ; 
gave the land of Canaan into the poſſeſſion 
of Abraham, our progenitor ; made Sarah 
bring forth Iſaac, in the old age of his 
parents; bleſſed Jacob with twelve right- 
cous ſons, and advanced Joſeph to the go- 
vernment of Egypt in ſhort, it is that 
almighty and benificent Being who has 


appointed me to explain his holy precepts 


and commands; and remember, that you 


ſummoned the people to 


ö 


— — 


| 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


are only to conſider me as the interpreter 
of his righteous will. I hereby ſolemnly. 
admoniſh you, ſtrictly to adhere to the 
commands of God; for by keeping them. 
inviolate, you will obtain ample rewards ; 
inaſmuch as your wives will be fruitful, 
your lands will bring forth abundant in- 
creaſe ; you will be a terror to your ene- 
mies ; all your undertakings will be ſuc- 
ceſsful, and happineſs will attend you 


through life. This I ſpeak to you with 


the firmeſt confidence ; for I have been fo 


happy as to be admitted into the preſence 
of God, and have heard his divine voice, 


I ſhall now conclude with an aſſurance, 


that God has a fatherly tenderneſs for you, 
and that, if you ſtrictly obey his com- 
mands, he will continue his protection to 
you and your poſterity.” As 

After the above diſcourſe, Moſes ordered 
the men, accompanied with their wives 


|and children, to follow him, faying he 


would conduct them to a place where they 
ſhould hear the inſtructions for regulating 
the conduct of their lives pronounced by 
the voice of God. This he did in order 
that the promulgation of the law might 
more deeply impreſs their minds, and gain 
a degree of authority greater than was to 
be expected from whatever documents 
might proceed from the lips of a mortal. 
The people followed Moſes to ſome diſtance 


75 


| from their camp, and diſtinctly heard a The Hebrews 


voice from Heaven pronounce thoſe ten d ef 
holy commandments, which Moſes after- god. 


wards delivered to them, they being writ- 
ten with the facred hand of God upon the 
two tables of the Decalogue, each of which 
contained five articles. A literal publica- 
tion of theſe commandments would be a 


prophane act: but the ſubſtance of them 
is as follows: e 


I. That there is but one God, who The ten 
Command» 


1 . E d. 
II. That no image or reſemblance of a TY 


alone is the proper object of worſhip. 


living creature is to be adored. 
III. That no man is raſhly to ſwear by 
the name of the Almighty. 

IV. That the holineſs of the Sabbath 


muſt not be prophaned by labouring in the 


common avocations of life. 


V. That children muſt honour their 
parents. | 


VI. That we muſt not commit murder. 


VII. That we are not to commit Adul- 
tery. 7 

VIII. That we muſt not commit theft. 

IX. That we are not to bear falſe wit- 

X. That we are not to covet any thing 
that is the property of our neighbour. 

The people Bann heard the above laws, 
which Moſes had before explained, pro- 
nounced by the voice of God, they ex- 
preſſed themſelves perfectly ſatisſied of their 

5 divine 
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Moſes goes a · neſs to his aſcent. 


gain to the 
ſummit of 


THE ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS, 


divine authority, and promiſed to live in 
exact conformity thereto ; after which the 
aſſembly diſperſed. 

Soon after the ten commandments had 
been delivered to them, the multitude fre- 
quently reſorted to the tent of Moſes, ſup- 


plicating, that he would eſtabliſh a body. 


of laws for the better regulation of the 
civil concerns of life. In compliance with 


their defires, he formed a number of ordi- | 
nances, whereby they were inſtructed as to 
what things they might do, and what they || 


were to refrain from, and likewiſe in what 
manner they were to conduct themſelves 
towards each other. For the particulars 
of theſe laws, I muſt refer the reader to 
a ſeparate tract, wherein they will be found 
contained, 
About this time, Moſes went to mount 
Sinai, having previouſly informed the peo- 
ple of his deſign, that they might be wit- 
_ Remaining u 


| pn the 
mountain forty days, and forty nights, the 


mount Sinai, unuſual length of his abſence, greatly a- 


Exod. XXIV larmed 


13, 18. 


God had taken him up to Heaven. 


the Hebrews, who were apprehen- 
five that ſome misfortune had happened to 
him. Hereupon, various opinions were en- 
tertained : ſome imagined him to be de- 
voured by wild beaſts ; others, who had a 
greater reverence for him, ſuppoſed, that 
They 
obſerved, that, if he were devoured by ſa- 
vage animals, that circumſtance could not 
be urged as derogatory to his character, it 
being a misfortune to which human beings 
were conſtantly expoſed ; and with regard 
to his being taken up to God, the conjec- 
ture was conſiſtent with the veneration 


they had for his righteouſneſs and virtue. || 


Conſidering the loſs of ſo truly excellent a 


- governor, as irreparable, their grief was with- 


out bounds ; and they durſt not venture 
out of the camp, on account of the in- 


junction he had laid upon them to wait his 


return. | TOO TOE Up 
At the end of forty days, and forty 
nights, during which time he had neither 


food nor drink, Moſes deſcended from the 


mountain, to the inexpreſſible joy of the 
multitude. He informed them, that the) 
were ſtill under the care and protection of 
divine Providence; for, during his abſence, 
he had been inſtructed in the means of ren- 
dering themſelves acceptable to the Al- 
mighty, and ſecuring proſperity and hap- 
pineſs through liſe. He then told them, 
there would in future be no neceſſity for 
travelling to the ſummit of mount Sinai; 
for the Almighty had commanded, that a 
tabernacle ſhould be built, to which, ac- 
cording to his divine pleaſure, he might 
deſcend, and be among them; and that this 
tabernacle was to recompany the people 
wherever they ſhould go, in order that God 


— — 
i a” 


vancement of the ſtructure. The 


together with perfumes of various kinds. 


tions, that Moſes judged it prudent to re- 


y || the maſter-builders directions concerning 


Contributions towards building | the taber- 


1 ſo elevated the minds of the people, 


ſented great quantities of gold, filver, cop- 


might - be preſent to relieve them in their 
neceſſities. He had inſtructions concern- 
ing the dimenſions and form of the ſtruc- 
ture, and exhorted the people to commence 
the undertaking without delay. 


nacle. The names of the principal 
workmen. The tabernacle is built. The 
building and its contents deſcribed. 


X HE preſence and diſcourſe of Moſes 


that a righteous emulation took place among 
them, in making contributions for the ad- 


y pre- 


per, curious woods, of a quality to refiſt 
the worm, goats-hair, ſheep-ſkins, ſome 
white, others dyed purple, ſcarlet, and blue, 
with wool of the ſame tinctures, fine linen, 
precious ſtones, many of them ſet in gold, 


The tabernacle, for completing which the 
above, and many other articles were col- 
lected, was to be a kind of portable tem- 
ple. {4 
The contributions was no ſooner finiſhed, 
than Moſes employed archite&s, and other 
{kilful perſons to perform the work, ac- 
cording to the commands and inſtructions 
he had received from the Almighty. They 
were ſo eminent for ſuperior ingenuity in 
their reſpective departments, that had the 
appointment been left to: the people at 
large, they would undoubtedly have ſelect- 
ed the ſame artificers. The names of the 
principal artificers are upon record in the 
holy Scriptures; being Bezaleel, of the 
tribe of Judah, the fon of Uri and Ma- 
riam, the fiſter of Moſes; and Aholiah, 
the ſon of Aheſamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
So liberal were the people in their dona- 


ſtrain their generoſity, by ifluing a procla- 
mation-purporting, that the collections were 
already more than ſufficient for the con- 
pletion of the undertaking. . Moſes gave 


the magnitude and proportion of the ſtruc- 
ture, agreeable to the commands he had 
received from the Almighty. He alto 
gave them orders for making the facrificing 
veſſels, aſcertaining the ſize and form of 
each, and ſpecitying the number to be em- 
ployed in divine worſhip. On this occa- 
fon, the zeal and bounty of the women 
proved highly honourable to them, for 
they exerted every poſſible endeavour, in 
forming the ſacerdotal veſtments with the 
utmoſt elegance, ſplendour and magnifi- 
cen HER | pop! | 
The gold, filver, jewels, braſs, iron, 
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Neſeription 
of the mode 
'f the taber- 


h zcles 


looni=wofk and other materials being pre- 
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|| thereof makes the length juſt thirty cubits; 


pared, ' Moles appointed a ſolemn feſtival the fix boards on the weſtern ſide were only; 


to be held, on which occaſion the people 
were to aſſemble, and offer up ſacrifices ac- 
cording to their reſpective abilities. After 


this ſolemnity, Moſes cauſed the utmoſt 


expedition to be uſed in conſtructing the 
tabernacle, according to a model of Which 
we ſhall proceed to give a deſeription: 

The breadth of the outer court Was fif 
cubits, and it sas an hundred in length. 
There were twenty brazen pillars on each 
ſide, and ten a- croſs, every pillar being 
five cubits in height, and having rings and 
borders of ſilver: the baſes were of braſs, 


curiouſly wrought and gilt, being faſtened 


to the ground with pins of a cubit in length, 


pointed at the end like a-pike-: theſe pin 4 
with the help of cords paſſing through the 


nine cubits, but then there were two other 
[planks to unite with them, one at each 
| corner, placed in the ſame poſition, and of 
the ſame length and breadth with the 
others, but much thicker, for the purpoſe 
of binding the ends, and that ſide of the 
tabernacle the more firmly together. Every 


ty || plank. had golden rings, or ſtaples driven 


into it, they being diſpoſed: in a direct and 
regular line. Through theſe rings ſeveral 
bars of five cubits in length, and plated 
with gold, were paſſed; and as they ex- 
tended from end to end, the whole quarter 
was kept firm together. On the back, or 
lower part of the building, the boards were 


— 3. Py — 


ranged in the ſame manner, and a gilt bar 
was paſſed through as many rings as there 


rings, kept the whole fabrie compact and were plates, one bar exactly correſponding 
firm in all its parts. It Was encompaſſed [with another. At the corners there were 


with a veil of fins 4nd curious linen, de- | 
pending from the Eorniees! to the extremity 


of the baſes. BY 65 $1 af 1 1 Fil 1} 


The dimenſions '/ of three fides of the 


work were as follow: in front it was fifty 
cubits, of which twenty were left open in 


width, and five in depth, for an entrance, 
there being on each: ſide the paſſage -two | 
planks or quarters, in the manner of gate- 
poits, they being eovered with filver-work, | 
except the baſes, Which were of brats. | 
There were likewiſe fix 'other planks, three 
on each fide, which, for the greater ſtrength, 
were jointed into each other, curtains of not even the prieſts were permitted to enter, 
curious workmanſhip being drawn over 
them. Over the entrance hung a veil of parts of the building. The diviſion of the 


fine linen, richly embroidered with flowers, 
and various other ornaments, but not with 
the figures of any living creatures, in purple, 
ſcarlet, and violet colours. Within the gate 
of the court ſtood a laver of braſs, having a 


foot of the ſame metal, containing water for 


the prieſts to waſh their hands and feet. 
In the middle of the above mentioned 
court, ſtood the tabernacle, fronting the 


bolts and ſtaples, to keep the ends and ſides 

ſeloſely together, and by means of mortiſſes 

binding the ſeveral parts compactly, and 

lecuring the tabernacle againſt the incle- 

mencis of weather TEES 

| The inſide of the tabernacle was divided The divifion 

into thrice ten cubits in length. At ten . 

ſoubiis from the bottom were four pillars mytery of it. 
acroſs, all compoſed of the ſame materials, 

and ornamented in the ſame manner, reſting 

upon brazen baſes, and being placed at 

equal diſtances from each other. Within 

ſtheſe pillars was the moſt holy place, where 


— — — 
— 
— — 


though they had free acceſs to all other 


tabernacle into three parts, ſeems to bear 
ſome analogy to the ſtate of the univerſe. 
That ſpace which was inacceflible may be 
allowed to have ſome reſemblance to Hea- 
ſeen, as being the throne of the divine Ma- 
jeſty ; and with regard to the other twenty 


ſcubits, that ſpace, where only the prieſts 


were admitted, may be ſuppoſed to allude 
to the earth and ſea. At the entrance of 


eaſt, for the advantage of receiving the the tabernacle were five gilt columns, ſtand- 


beams of the riſing ſun. It was thirty 
cubits in length, and twelve in breadth, 
the height and breadth being exactly equal. 
The two ſides were towards the ſouth and 
north, and the front being oppoſite the 
caſt, the back conſequently was facing the 
weſt. The two ſides were formed of forty 


Planks of wood, twenty in each, being of the former from view. 


a quadrangular form, a cubit and a half in 


length, and four fingers in thickneſs, and 


plated all over with gold, each plank hav- 
ing two tenons, and two filver baſes, with 
mortiſſes for receiving the tenons. On the 
weſt fide were fix boards,” overlaid with 
gold, and fo nicely jointed as to appear only 
one piece, the twenty boards being each a 
cubit and a half over, the meaſurement 


3 


ing upon brazen baſes, and being covered 
with curtains of fine yarn, which were 
dyed blue, purple, and ſcarlet, and woven 
together. The firſt of theſe curtains was 
ten cubits ſquare, and the uſe of it was to 
cover the partition dividing the moſt holy 
place from the holy, and conceal 
The temple 
was called holy: but the ſpace with- 
in the four pillars was called the holy 
of holies. This curtain or veil was beau- 
fully ornamented with divers kinds of 
flowers, and curious figures, thoſe of liv- 
ing creatures excepted. There was another 
vel] overſpreading the five pillars at the en- 
trance; and this was not inferior to the 
former, either in ſize, the fineneſs of the 
v colours, 


The tapiſ- 
teries of the 
tabernacle. 


The form of 

the ark, 
XII. 

1, 6. 


and the leaſt liable to be injured by the 


which Moſes placed in the ark was not made aſter 


ſerved as a copy for n 


aflars being equal to ſeven cotylas, an aſſar muſt be | 


drawn 


embroidery. At other times, and chiefly 


againſt rain. 


formed a covering for the other ten; and 
as they hung down looſe and flowing upon 


was placed over the door of the tabernacle, 


to defend that made of goats- hair from 
being injured by the effects of the ſun and 
rain. 
its parts, moſt magnificently executed; 
and, when beheld at a diſtance, its beau- 
tiful covering had a near reſemblance to a 
finely variegated ſky. 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


colours, or the ingenuity of the embroi- 
dery. This curtain was faſtened at t 


columns, by means of hooks and eyes, the 
reſt being left open to form a paſſage for 
the prieſts. Over this veil, and nearly 
conti 


By means of a line paſſing through rings 
this curtain, upon days of feſtivals, was 
* to give the people a view of the 
curtain that was ſuperbly ornamented with 


in foul weather, the outer curtain ſerved 


as a covering to preſerve the other, it be- 


ing compoſed of materials that were proof 


the time of its being built, to the preſent 
day 


covered with hangings, which reached 
within a foot of the ground. Theſe hang 
ings were formed of ten pieces, ſo exactly 
joined with the golden loops that it ap- 
peared to have proceeded from the loom in 
dne piece. The meaſure of the ten pieces 
of hanging was each eight-and- twenty 
cubits in compaſs, and four cubits in depth. 
There were likewiſe eleven other pieces of 
the ſame depth, but ſomewhat longer, 
they being thirty cubits each: they were 
made of hair, and the workmanſhip was as 
ingenious as that of the hangings that 
were compoſed of wool. Theſe curtains 


the ground, they had ſome reſemblance to 
the canopy of a bed. The eleventh curtain 


the odd number being particularly aſſigned 
for that ſervice. There was ſtill another 
covering of ſkins, the uſe of which was 


In ſhort this ſtructure was, in all 


% 


The tabernacle being compleated, the 
next buſineſs was to conſtruct the ark of 
the Almighty. This was made of a kind 


of wood called by the Hebrews, heoron, 


length, one and 4 half broad, and the 
top, and down to the middle of the five 


| with the pureſt. gold, and the wood was 
out. 


thereto, was another of the ſame 
ſize, the web of it being compoſed of flax. 


a golden ring was rivitted. Through the 


This kind of curtain has 
been uſed at the door of the teinple from 


The top and ſides of the temple were 
the decalogue; 


quantity in each was two aſſars, or ſeven 


it being the moſt durable of all timber, 


Worm. | | 


8 * 3 — i. a. * * 


The ark was two cubits and a half in 


ſame in depth: it was entirely overſpread 


not to be perceived either within or with- 
The cover of the ark was cram 

together with golden hooks, whereby it 
was made perfectly firm. It was made ex- 
tremely ſmooth, and fitted with fo much 
exactneſs, that the preſſure was equal in 
every part. At each of the four corners, 


rings, along each ſide, a gilt bar was- paſſed, 
for the convenience of removing the ark 
from place to place, as occaſion might re- 
quire. Upon the ark was placed two fi- 
gures, which the Hebrews call cherubims, The cher. 
being the reſemblance of the winged figures bims, wer 
which Moſes ſaw about the throne of God, 
and ſuch as no other mortal ever beheld. In 
this ark were depoſited the two tables of 
ve of the commandments 
being contained in each table, and two and 
a half in each column. The ark, which 
was never removed but when it was ſuſ- 
tained on the ſhoulders of the prieſts and 
Levites, Moſes depoſited in the ſanctuary. 
In the tabernacle Moſes placed a table, The (1. ; 
ſomewhat reſembling that at Delphi]; ſheu brad, 
this was two cubits in length, one in XL. 2. 
breadth, and a cubit and a half in height. 
From the middle downward, the feet were 
round, and exactly reſembling thoſe made 
uſe of by the Dorians for their beds: but 
upwards they were ſquare, having a pro- 
jecting border of four fingers in thickneſs, 
with a crown of gold beneath each ſide. 
Under this border were four golden rings 
faſtened into the upper part of the four 
feet, and gilt bars of the firmeſt wood were 
paſſed through them to ſerve as handles for 
the removal of the ark. This table was 
placed towards the north in the ark, and 
at but a ſmall diſtance from the ſanctuary. 
Upon the table were laid twelve loaves of 
unleavened bread, fix being on each fide, The wnta 
one upon another. "Theſe loaves were vened bien 
made of the fineſt flour, of which the v** 73: 


Attic + cotylas, of the Hebrew meaſure. 
Over the loaves were placed two golden - 
diſhes of incenſe ; and, at the end of every 

ſeven days, the loaves were taken away, 
and others placed in their room. Of the 
ſeventh day, or Sabbath, we thall ſpeak 
more at large in the progreſs of our work. 
Oppoſite the table, and on the ſouth 


1 —1 


1 1 r 
* 


* 


* It is however to be obſeryed, that the table 


the model of the Delphic table, but that the fornter 
the latter. | 


+ An attic cotyla being a out half a pint, ſeven of 


them muſt make three pints and an half; and two 


one pint and three-fourths of Engliſh meature. 
Therefore, - admitting a pint of flour to weigh 2 
ound, each loaf muſt have been about four pounds 
in weight, being about half a pound leſs than the 
quartern loaves made according to the aſſize of 
London. 
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Jure gc, Krad g golden. candleſiick, it being flecycs. This garment was faſtened about 


efiick caſt hollowy, and weighing | an hundred the middle with a girdle of four fingers 
vn. * mines, which the Hebrews call, eincha -in breadth; fo ingeniouſly ornamented witlii 
4 ;: add ret and. the Greeks, talents. This \can- || needle-work as to reſemble the ſkin of 4 
1.2% dleſtick was ornamented with bowls, hlies, || ſnake. This girdle was embroidered with 
pomegranates, and fmall cups and: diſhes, || different flowers and other ornaments in 
all of pure gold, being feventy in number, || blue, purple and ſcarlet, but the ground 
which projected from the ſhank in ſeven|| was linen. It paſſed twice round the body 
branches, correſpending with the number of the prieſt, the ends depending nearly as 
of the planets ;' and they were uniformly} low as his feet, except when he was ems | 
ranged; and at the extremity of each ployed in the duties of religion, upon which 
branch was a lamp, each lamp pointing occaſion they were thrown over the left: 
Lada l ſhoulder, to prevent him from being in- 
be aliar of Between the candleſtick and the table, commoded thereby. Moſes gives this gir- 
ceaſe. os a ſmall altar for incenſe, made of the dle the name of Abaneth, and, at this 
fame kind of wood of which the ark was time, it is called Emian by. the Hebrews, * 
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formed; it was one cubit ſquare, and dou- who have borrowed: the word from the 
ble that height; it had a golden fire- || Babylonians. The veſtment, which was 
hearth, and at each corner was a crown faſtened by the girdle, was made without 
of the pureſt gold, with rings and ftaves ware or folds, being wide at the neck, and 
for the convenience of its removal. 1] buckled both before and behind. The 
Before the tabernacle, another altar was || Hebrew name for it is Maſſabazanes 
erected ; the frame was of the ſame wood] The prieſt alſo wore a kind of mitre or. 
with that above mentioned. The altar || bonnet, reſembling a ſmall helmet, and 
was five cubits ſquare, and three in height, || covering little more than half his head: 
and in moſt reſpects it reſembled the other: It is called Maſnaemphthes. It was made 
but it was over-laid with braſs, and in the of linen, and bound together with filleting 
middle had a brazen grate of a kind of net||to keep it together. , Over this, he wore 
work for the aſhes to fall through. Moſes|| another cap of very fine linen, which came 
provided funnels, vials, cenſers, cups, and] ſo low as entirely to conceal the former; 
a variety of other articles neceflary for the || and it was fo ſecured, that there was no 
ſervice of the altar, all of them being made || danger of its falling off, while the prieſt. 
of pure gold, ” |] was employed in the duties of his office, 
Wo | 1 Beſides thoſe above mentioned, the high- 
Az p VII Il prieſt wore ornaments which were peculiar 
og 2 * XI. Ito his dignified ſtation. He i purple 
Of the veſtments of the high-prieſt and robe . deſcending to his ancles, which we 


* r 
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„. Of puriications and fabi ball. eall Methir, and round it was a girdle like Wl 
proſe purification, an feftrvals 13 thoſe wore by the ordinary prieſts, except- | \Y | 


E ſhall now proceed to deſcribe the ing that it was decorated with a mixture 
Y veſtments and other ornaments of of gold. The ſkirt of the robe was en- 

the ordinary prieſts, whom the Hebrews|| riched with fringe, and golden bells, and 

call Canaans, and thoſe of the high- prieſt, pomegranates, alternately placed at equal 

* who is, called + Anarabaches, a word ſig- diftances from each other. This garment 
nifying the prince of the prieſts. No] had no ſeam, being made out of one piece: 
prieſt was to exerciſe any of the ſacerdotal it had an opening a little below the e 
functions, until he had been purified in ders behind, and alſo one to the niiddle of 

conformity with the direction of the n the breaſt, the edges having a border round 


The under garment of an ordinary priefth| them to conceal the vacancy, and there 

was of fine twiſted linen, made ſomewhat || were borders round the parts left open for 

in the faſhion of the trowſersor drawers now || the arms to paſs into the ſleeves. _ . | 

in uſe. This part of the prieſt's apparel || Over the veſtment laſt mentioned, here 

was called Manachaſe, Machanaſe, or Mich- || was another called the ephod, reſembling 

naſe. Over this worn a veſtment of || the epomis of the Greeks. It was a cus . EX 
very fine linen, called by the . Hebrews, || bit in length, and embroidered. with gold, 
Chethemene, ſignifying linen cloth, as a rich variety of colours covering the whole 

Chethon imports the flax of which it is|| breaſt. It had ſleeves to it, ſo that in ef- 

made. It deſcended to the heels, was made || fe& it was no other than a ſhort coat. In 

to fit the body cloſely, and with ftraight || the front of this robe was left a vacant ſpace 


— Sh. 


The mines here mentioned are ſuppoſed to be amount to ninety-four pounds tin ounces. = 

we common Attic Mina, which being reduced t. 4 Or, Caanarabbes. See Braunius, on tha veſt- 
Engliſh troy weight, conſiſts of eleven ounces, || ments of the Hebrew prieſts, lib. I. c. 2, 16. and 
ſeven penny weights, ſixteen grains and two ſe- || lib, II. e. 1, 2. 8 | 
venths ; an hundred of the punes therefore muſt | F 


of 


of ta Tpan ſquare, for the * eſſen, which the | 
Greeks call logion, being as much as to ſay 
in latin the rationale oracle. This ſquare 
piece, which exactly fitted the vacancy, had 
a golden ring at each corner, with a pur- 
ple ribbon run through them, to confine 
the ephod and the rationale together. To 
fill up the ſpaces they were wrought over 
with purple threads. On each ſhoulder the 
high-prieſt wore a ſardonyx ſet in gold, and 
theſe two jewels ſerved for buckles to keep 
the two parts of the ephod together, with 
golden rings to faſten them to the rationale. 
Upon theſe ſtones were engraven, in He- 
brew characters, the names of the twelve 
ſons of Jacob ; the fix elder upon that on 
the right, and the others upon that on the 
left ſhoulder. In the eſſen or rationale, 
were ſet twelve ſtones of ineſtimable value, 
both on account of their ſize and extraor- 
dinary brilliancy. 'They were diſpoſed in four 
rows, three ſtones in each, and ſeparated 
from each. other with ſmall partitions of 
gold, whereby they were ſecured from fall- 
ing out. In the firſt row were a ſardonyx, a 
topaz, and an emerald; in the ſecond a ruby, 
a jaſper, and a ſapphire ; and in the fourth 
a chryſolite, an onyx, and a beril. Theſe 
precious ſtones were ſeverally inſcribed with 
the names of the twelve ſons of Jacob, who 
are conſidered as the heads of our tribes ; 
and theſe names were inſerted according to 
the ſeniority of their birth. The hooks 
and faſtenings before mentioned, not being 
ſufficient to ſuſtain the weight of ſo many 
precious ſtones, and other rich ornaments, 
two of a ſtronger kind were annexed to the 
upper part of the rationale, towards theneck, 
projecting beyond the work of the garment, 
and to theſe were faſtened two wreathed 
golden chains, which were conveyed by 
an unperceived paſſage up to the ſhoulder- 


piece. The upper ends of theſe golden | 


chains were carried about the back, and, by 
means of a ring, hooked upon the border of 
the cphod. There was alſo ſewed to the 
rationale, a purple girdle interwoven with 
gold. Having paſled twice round the bo- 
dy, it was tied in a knot before, the ends 
hanging down, and a curious fringe of gold 

being attached to each. 
The high- he tiara or mitre of the high-prieſt re- 
prieſt's mitre, ſembled thoſe of the ordinary prieſts, except, 
2 28. that it had over it another of purple or vi- 
BY olet colour, with a tripple crown of gold; 
and, that over the crown was a reſemblance 


—_y 


* For eſſen, Bracnius reads choſuhen, lib. II. c. 
20, p. 766. | 

1 This was the breaſt-plate wherein were placed 
the urim and thummim. By means of this, 
when conſulted upon difficult and important 
o:cafions, the Almighty was ſometimes pleafed 

to reveal himſelf by the high-prieſt ; and therefore 

it is called the oracle. And he made the breaſt- 
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in gold of a kind of cup; formell Ie the 
bud of the plant which the Hebrews call 


ſaccharus, and the Greeks hyoſcyamos. 
For the information of thoſe who may not 
have ſeen or heard of the plant, and thoſe 
who, though acquainted with the name, are 
yet ignorant of its form, I ſhall here give a 
conciſe defſcription of it. The height of 
this plant is generally about three ſpans; 
the root greatly reſembles that of a turnip, 
and the leaf has the appearance of mint; it 
branches out into a round knob, covered 
with a coat, which it ſheds as the fruit 
ripens. The cup over the crown was 
about the ſize of the joint of the little finger, 
being like a goblet. But by way of ex- 
planation, I ſhall ſpeak further of the plant 
already mentioned. The figure of it was 
hemiſpherical, narrowing a little upwards, 
and enlarging itfelf towards the brims in- 
to the form of a baſon, reſembling the 
half of a pomegranate; within the cup 
and cover the fruit was nouriſhed and 
preſer ved; the ſeed is like that of the 
iron-wort, or wall-ſage, and the flower re- 
ſembled the poppy. The front of the mi- 
tre was overſpread with a plate of gold, 
whereon was inſcribed the holy name of 

I cannot here refrain from expreſſing ſur- 


a part of mankind, who traduce us as blaſ- 
contemplates the ſtructure of the taberna- 


and of the holy veſſels dedicated to the ſer- 
vice of the altar, muſt be immediately con- 
vinced, that our law-giver was a man of 
ſingular righteouſneſs, and that the cenſure 
and ridicule of which we are injuriquſly 
made the objects, are impious ſlanders and 
calumnies ; for the tabernacle and facred 
utenſils manifeſtly bear an analogy to the 
whole world. The tabernacle of thirty 


to ſay, two for the prieſts in general, and 
as free of acceſs as the earth and the ſea. 
The third ſpace, where no mortal was per- 
-mitted to enter, is, as the Heaven, reſerved 
for the reſidence only of the Almighty. 
The twelve loaves of ſhew-bread placed 
upon the table, indicate the twelve months 
of the year. The golden candleſtick, which 
is made of ſeventy pieces, has reference to 
the twelve ſigns of the zodiack, through 
which the planets take their. courſe, and 
F nenn — 
| of gold, blue, and ptr te, and ſcarlet, and fine 
twiſted linen.” Ex6d. XXXIX. 8. In the account 
given by Moſes in this chapter, of the breaſt plate 
and its conſtituent parts, no mention is made of the 
urim and thummim.; and therefore it is probable 
they weile not diſtin things, but, that thoſe words 


had only relation to the precious ſtones of the breaſt- 
plate. | 
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— 


the 


plate of cunning work, like the work of the ephod; 


*. 


priſe at the harſh treatment we receive from 
phemers of the Divine Being. He Who 


cle, the form of the ſacerdotal veſtments, 


cubits is divided into three parts; that is 


” 
5 


LAP. VIII.] 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS:. 


the ſeven lamps at the top of the ſeven || ing the tabernacle, to conſterate it to the 
branches, allude to the planets themſelves. || ſervice and worthip of God, was the next 
The four elements are repreſented by the matter that engaged the attention of Moſes. 
four curtains, into which the four colours || Previous to the conſecration of the taber- 


are wrought. 
earth, 2 2468 the flax, of whic 


The fine linen ſignifies the || nacle, God ap 


to Moſes, and com- 


linen is || manded him to inveſt his brother Aaron 


made, is produced. By the purple is meant || with the high prieſthood, he being, of all 


the ſea, on account of the * fiſh, the blood | men, the beſt qualified for diſc 
of which gives that tincture. The violet functions of that holy office. 


colour is the ſymbol of the air ; as the ſcar- 
let is of fire. The linen garment of the 
high-prieſt ſignifies the whole body of the 
earth, and the blue ſignifies the Heavens. 
The pomegranates ſignif the lightning, 
and the noiſe of the bells has allution to 


thunder. The ephod being of four colours, 
according to the order of God, it has a re- 
ſemblance to the nature of the univerſe ; and 
the circumſtance of its being interwoven 
with gold, induces me to ſuppoſe, that it 
has relation to the rays wherewith it is il- 
luminated. The rationale, or oracle, in 
the middle of the ephod, is typical of the | 
earth being fituated in the centre of the 

univerſe. The girdle ſurrounding the body 

of the prieſt, is as the ſea encompaiting the | 
globe of the earth. The fardonyx ſtones 
repreſent the ſun and moon; and the other 
twelve precious ſtones may be underſtood 
as alluding either to the twelve months of 
the year, on the twelve figns in the circle, 
which the Greeks call the zodiac. The 
violet coloured mitre has allufion to Hea- 
yen ; and it would have been an irreverence 
to God to have inſcribed his ſacred name 
upon any other colour. By the tripple 


crown and plate of gold are to be underſtood | 


the majeſty of the Almighty. Thus have I | 
endeavoured.to give a plain and rational il- 


luſtration of the tabernacle, and the holy | 


utenſils; and I am free to acknowledge, 
that- I would not, either on this, or any 
other occaſion, neglect the opportunity of 
doing all poſſible juſtice and honour to the 
incomparable wiſdom of our excellent le- 
giſlator. 44 34 ge 
WET! HAP. VII 
. Aaron appointed high-priefl. A tax laid 
for raiſing money for the ſervice of the 
tabernacle. The conſecration 'of the ta- 
bernaclk. Nabad and Abibu See ron by 
a-judicial fire. The miraculous brilliancy 
of the precious ſtones upon the habit of the. 


i - 


h1gh-prieft. The oblations of the twelve || 


tribes of Hebrews. 
; HE command of the Almighty. be- 


conltecrated to the worſhip 


harging the 
Hereupon, 
Moſes aſſembled the people, and addreſſed 
to them a diſcourſe on che eminent virtues 
of Aaron, repreſenting the warmth of his 
zeal for the public welfare, for the promo- 
tion of which he had on ſeveral occafions 
endangered his life. Finding what he had 
laid, correſponded with the fentiments of the 
whole congregation, he proceeded in words 
to the following effect: ; IJ 
« We have, good people of Iſrael, to 
the utmoſt extent of our abilities, acquitted 


upon us by the divine will of the Almighty: 
but that the tabernacle we have conſtructed 
may be honoured with the preſence of the 
Divinity, it is neceſſary that it ſhould be 
of God, and 
that we ſhould proceed to the appointment 
of a high- prieſt, who muſt be a man in 
every reſpect qualified to diſcharge the du- 
ties of that holy office, and offer up pray” 

the 


ers and ſacrifices in our behalf; were 
power of appointment veſted with me, I 


{hould make no difficulty in aſſuming the 
honour, both on account of the partiality 
which all men entertain towards themſelves, 
and the ſervices I have rendered the pub- 
lic. But God has already. ſelected Aaron 
as the moſt worthy, of the ſacerdotal tribe, 
to officiate at the altar.” 
The people expreſſed the utmoſt 
and unanimouſly confirmed the nomina- 
tion of Aaron to the pontifical dignity. 
The overplus of the contributions to- 
wards the tabernacle, Moſes cauſed to be 


ſtructure, as well as for the candleſtick, the 


altar of incenſe, and the holy veſſels and 
utenſils, to the end, that on occaſion of 
their removal from place to place, their 
beauty might not be injured by the duſt, or 
rain, or humidity of the air, or intenſe 


eee, ng 1g Lhd "Ih 
_ Having aſſembled the people, Moſes in- 
formed them, that for the ſervice of the 
tabernacle, a contribution was neceſſa- 
ry of half a ſhekel from every man, of 


brew ſhekel being equivalent to four + At- 


Ing fulfilled with regardto the build- 


— 


* The blood of the ſhell-fiſh called the murex was 
the * ingredients uſed by the ancients in dying 
purple. 1 2 | 4H 
t A tetradrachm, or four Attic drachmas being equal 
to two ſhillings and ſeven pence ſterling, the half 


— drachmas. Without heſitation, 


thereof, being one ſhilling and three pence half -· pen · 


td 


ny, was the ſum paid by each man liable to the tax; 


hehe x thouſand one hundred and eight pounds, 
— ſhillings and nine-pence, | 


X 


with 


ourſelves of the commands lately impoſed 


ſatisfaction, Aaron ap- 
pointed 
prieſt, 


expended in veils and coverings for that 


from twenty to fifty years of age, a He- 
and 


and there being fix hundred and five thouſand, ſive 
hundred and fifty contributers, the groſs ſum was 


The purifica- 


tion of the 


tabernacleand 


the Prieſts. 


of the reader by relating all the particu- 


dedicated upon the golden altar. 


and Aholiab were appointed to ſuperintend 


The taberna - In the following year, and on the new 
cle conſecrat* moon of the month Xanthicus, according to 
the Macedonians, or Niſan, according to 


ed, Exod. 


XL. 17. 38. 


. .xachw, which was worth two ſhillings and ſeven 
pence of our money, the amount of five hundred 
 theke]s was ſeventy- ſeven pounds, eight ſhillings | 


with the greateſt chearfulneſs imaginable, 


the people ſubmitted to the tax, which was 
only to affect freemen between the ages 
mentioned above, of whom the number 
amouinted to fix hundred five thouſand, five 
hundred and fifty. __ e 

Moſes now applied Himſelf to the puri- 
fication of the tabernacle and the prieſts, 
which was done in the following manner: 
of the choiceſt myrrh, that could be pro- 
cured, he took to the amount of five hun- 
dred * ſhekels, of iris the fame quantity, 
and half as much each of cinnamon. and 
calamus : theſe ingredients he cauſed to 
be beaten and macerated in a F hin of the 


fineſt olive-oil, 4 a hin being equal in mea- | 


ſure to two Attick choas ; and the compo- 


ſition being placed over a fire, the proceſs 


was continued according to art, till an 
ointment was produced the moſt grateful 
and fragrant that can be imagined. With 
this Moſes anointed the tabernacle and the 

rieſtsand the ceremony was completed ; at 
the ſame time ſeveral ſacrifices were offered 
upon the altar. . 

I do not mean to treſpaſs upon the time 
lars of the precious perfumes that were 
But be it 
in general obſerved, that incenſe was offer- 
ed twice each day; that is to ſay, before 
the riſing and about the time of the ſun ſet- 
ting. There was purifying oil for the lamps 
of the holy candleſtick; three to burn all 
day, and che reſt to be lighted in the even- 
ing. The tabernacle and all its utenſils 
and ornaments were completed in the ſpace 
of ſeven months, and within' a year of the 


departure of the Hebrews from Egypt. 


As we have mentioned before, Bezaleel 


this undertaking ; and they acquitted. them- 
ſelves with wonderful ability, both with 
regard to the ingenuity of their own inven- 


tions, and their improvements upon thoſe 
of other men. Of the two, however, Be- 


Zalcel was deemed the more ſkilful. 


the Hebrews, the tabernacle was folemnly 
conſecrated to the ſervice and worſhi 


approbation of their obedience to his cm. 


— 


mands; and this he did by condeſcending 
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i. as 


of | 
"God, as were all the veſſels and utenſils it 
"contained. Upon this occaſion the Almigh- 
ty was pleaſed to fignify his gracious ac- 
ceptance of his zeal in his ſervice, and his 


to honout with his glotious preſence the 
ſtructure they had raifed, and dedicated to 
his holy worſhip. The fly being remark 
ably clear, not a cloud was to be perceiv« 
ed but juſt over and about the tabernacle, 
This cloud was not ſo thick as to threaten 
foul weather, nor yet was it ſo thin as to 
be tranſparent : but from it there iſſued a 
gentle and grateful dew, which ſtruck the 
people with an immediate conviction that 
it proceeded from a divine influence, and 


was an indubitable token that their pray- 


ers had proved acceptable, and that the 
tabernacle was honoured with the preſence 
of the divinity. 1 . 

Having gratified the artificers employed 
in conſtructing and embelliſhing the taber- 
nacle in proportion to their reſpective de- 
ſerts, Moſes, in obedience to the command 
of the Almighty, made an oblation at the 
door of the building, the victims conſiſting 
of a bullock, a ram, and a kid, as a ſacri- 
fice for the ſins of the people. Of the 
ceremonies to be obſerved on occaſion of 


[| offering up facrifices to the Lord, I ſhall 


ſpeak more particularly hereafter ; and alſo 
explain what are thoſe facrifices which the 
law directs ſhall be totally conſumed, and 
thoſe which are permitted to be eaten. 


killed, Moſes ſprinkled the blood of them 
upon Aaron and his ſons, purifying: them 
with water from the fountain, anointing 
them with oil, and the fragrant ingredients 
before mentioned, and hallowing and con- 
ſecrating them as prieſts of God. This 
ceremony of conſecration was repeated on 
ſeven ſucceſſive days, on each of which 
oblations of the ſame kind of facrifices 
were alſo made. On the eighth day, 
Moſes appointed a feſtival,” on which oc- 
caſion he commanded the people to aſſem- 
ble, and offer up ſacrifices to the Lord in 
proportion to their reſpective abilities. 
The multitude not only complied with 
chearfulneſs, but even engaged in a pious 
emulation, as to which ſhould moſt di- 
ſtinguiſh his Zzeal for the Honour of God. 


No ſooner were the ſacrifices laid upon the 


altar, than a fire, reſembling a flaſh of 
lightning, ſuddenly, and without any hu- 
man intervention, broke forth and con- 
ſumed them all. 
Soon afterwards a misfortune happened 
to Aaron, too dreadful to have been ſuſ- 
tained, had he not been a man of ſingular 
fortitude, and perfectly reſigned to all the 
operations of the divine will. Nabad and 


© 
— 


2 


* A ſhekel being equivalent to the Attick tetrad- 


and nine pence. 


ry 


* — * 


— 
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+ The Calamus was an aromatic growing in 


Arabia, Syria, and the Eaſt Indies. ö 
| * 2 According to Doctor Aburthnot's tables of 


Grecian, Roman, and Jewiſh meaſutes, &c. a hin 


was equal to à gallon and two pints Engliſh. 


| 


Abihu, 


| [B6ok th, 


The animals above mentioned being Levit, VII. 


„ V FiL'A VdUH + u py * 95 . 7 | 93 


CHAP: IX. J 
Abihu, the two elder of the four ſonb of j| giving, and is . , 
Aaron; being about to ſacrifice upon the || preſent. it. The 0 ie en bone by er 
altar, not 1 * eeable to the method pre- ¶ offering of a a man Fagal [rt 
ſcribed '. by Moſes, but according -to the lock,” a lamb and 4 — 3. 
manner formerly practiſed, they were ſud- two ory rtf wy exceed. a. Os oo 


denly ſtruck with a judicial fire from Hea- || iormer may be — 
ven, which, in an inſtant, blaſted and be all males j and th * entire 
conſumed their bodies. Hereupon, Moſes || conſumed by fire: As toon; as 55 bea 
directed Aaron and his two ſurviving ſons || are. killed, . the port 7 their bloc 
to bury the deceaſed, without the limits round the une being then * Wi 
of the encampment ; and they accordingly || water, he cuts them into pieces, which: 
complied. The unexpected and terrible || places upon the altar, a fre of wood 5 
death of theſe brothers had ſuch an effect —2 kindled there. After Waſhing 
upon the multitude, that they deplored the || the feet and the intrails, the pr rieſt c: 
ſhocking event with a poignaney of ſorrow || them into the fire to be conſumed Pp 
not to be deſcribed; their lamentations be- || the reſt. The fkins of. th the N REPO 

ing only interrupted by ſuch expreflions as || the property of the. prieſt 

their alarms for their own ſafety ſuggeſted: || Whether the oblation be a 98 A peace · 
Moſes earneſtly exhorted Aaron and his ing, or an offering of e the 3 1 
ſons, not to permit their ſpirits to be too victims are the ſame as are mentioned 1 


tly depreſſed by the fate that had be · ¶ above; but they muſt be upwards of year- 
fallen Nabad and Abihu; obſerving, that lings, gither male or female, bein free 


it was not correſpondent with the Son from blemiſh, and ſuch, as haye . edi 
of the prieſthood, to ſuffer any human'con- || procreating their kind. After the Tools 
ſiderations to ſuperſede the worſhip, ho- || are ſlain, the prieſt ſprinkles the blood upon 
nour, and glory of God. the altar, whereupon he lays the <a 
After receiving the divine command for || the caul, and the fillets of the livers, with- 
conſtructing the tabernacle, Moſes did not, || out the fat being taken off, and tlie rump of 
as before, go up to mount Sinai to conſult }| the lamb. The breaſts and the right ſhoul - 
dhe pleaſure of God: but for that purpoſe|| ders belong to the prieſt ; and with reſpect 
he repaired into the tabernacle, whenever || to the overplus, it may be eaten during 
circumſtances rendered an application to || two days, by thoſe who offer the ſacrifice; 
the Divine Being neceſſary. Except that || but what remains after that time muſt be 
his endeavours for promoting the public || burnt. 
welfare continued to be unremitting, Mo- The fame. method i is pratifed i in the in- The ſin⸗ 
ſes lived in every reſpect as a private man. || offering : but in this caſe, perſons who offering, v. 
The commands which Moles received, || cannot. provide the beaſts, above ſpecified, 7* 
from time to time, for regulating the con- ¶ may.ſubſtitute two young pigeons, or two. 
duct of human life, appeared to be fo ad- || turtles ; one for a burnt-offering,. and the 
mirably adapted for y 95 purpoſe, - that- it || other, to be eaten by the prieſts. But when 
is impoſſible they ſhould be of any other I ſhall come to treat further of ſacrifices, 
than a divine origin; and therefore it be- this. will be explained more at large. 
came an indiſpenſable obligation upon the The ſacrifice. of the man who commits 
Hebrews, rigidly to adhere to them, both | * through} at de d. 18 to be a lamb, or The ſins of 
amidſt the enjoyments of public tranquility, || a ſhe- ut the prieſt muſt not, as in We ance, 


and in the diſtreſſes and exigencies of war. || the other ales, .caft the blood oyer the Wan 
But on this ſubject I ſhall expatiate more altar; he muſt only ſprinkle it up n the 
Wil 


— 


— 


n 


* 


Aue! in a diſtinct nN ER [| horns, or. corners; the kidneys, the : Fav, 
5 18 [ — the fibres of the liver, muſt be laid u 
© H A.P IX. DUNG altar; the,ſkin, and the fleſh to 
for 


Of mae. Linde of hes ifices an 45 ol e ule of the prieſts, and the la tier to 
Pf ori and the Aan relating Ar | be eaten, BY them. ue fame da) in the uber : 
| nacle, A man who. 0 e a 
8 Bras now to treat on the ſubject of [|-wi "_ fin, is commanded 
; ſacrifices and putifications, I muſt e an oblation of aram, By 18 which 
l 1 the reader, tlrat my deſign is to ex/ the prieſts are to eat the face day. in the m. 
_ Plain only the moſt remarkable laws it bergacle, iE p21 
en icretd. ++ Sactifibes' ake ef- te . Th Bae e the heads gf tribes, i 
Kinds, one being popular and public, and the ame as that'preſcribed to private per- 
the other rticular and private; ad de ren except that the victims are to be n 
- Giffer, in the manner of celebration. Ong and a male gat. 
is called a burnt- offering, or holocauſt j; }|. In all ſacrific es, whether public or pri- 
and the whole of this is to be aum vate, the law ardains; that there ſhall be 
With fire : the other i Is an offering of uſed certain proportions of fine flour; the 2 


0 mot quantity 


12 quantity preſcribed being dne aſfar to a 


and baked. The law 


retæus by 
the ſacrifices already enumerated, the ob- 
lation was appointed to conſiſt of a bullock, 
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amb, two to a ram, and three to a bul- 


lock; this is to be conſecrated upon the 
altar, being mixed with a portion of oil, 
whereby a part of the oblation was form- 


ed. Half an hin of oil was to be uſed to a 
bullock, a third part thereof to a ram, and 
a fourth to a lamb; and wine, equal in 
9 to the oil, was to be poured about 

e altar. He, who without facrificing, 
makes an offering of fine flour tempered 
and kneaded with oil, for the performance of 
a vow, muſt lay a handful of it upon the 
altar, the remaining part to be eaten by the 
prieſt, either boiled, or made into cakes, 
prohibits that the 
dam and the young one ſhall be ſacrificed 
at the fame time, unleſs the young ſhall 
be at leaſt eight days old. Sacrifices are 


alſo inſtituted for the recovery of health and 
on divers other occaſions, when cakes are 


eaten with the fleſh of the victims, but 


no part of either muſt be reſerved till the | 


next day. 


CHAP. X. 


Laws and ordinances for the regulation of the 
 facrifices of prieſts, feſtivals, and other 


matters, religious, political and civil; in- 


cluding the feaſt of the tabernacles, the 
\ feaſt of unleavened bread, and the feaſt of 


Pentecoſt. 


T is ordained by the law, that every 
morning and evening a lamb of a year 
old ſhall be ſacrificed at the expence of the 
. that two ſacrifices of the ſame 
ind ſhall be made upon the ſeventh, or 
ſabbath day; and that at the commence- 
ment of every month, exclufive of the or- 
dinary ſacrifices, an oblation ſhall be made 
of two oxen, ſeven lambs of a year old, a 
ram, and a male goat, by way of expiating 
ſins, for which atonement had been for- 
gotten. {6k IE | ; 
On the ſeventh month, called Hyperbe- 
the Macedonians, excluſive ot 


a ram, ſeven lambs, and a he-goat, for a 
fin-offering. +41 17 7 

The tenth of the ſame month was ap- 
pointed to be obſerved as a faſt till night, 
and the ſacrifices were a young bullock, two 
rams, ſeven lambs, and a he-goat, beſides 
two other goats. One of the two laſt men- 


tioned goats was preſented living before 
the Almighty, and then permitted to range 
at large in the wilderneſs, by way of ex- 


piating the ſins of the people: the other 
was taken to a clean place adjacent to the 


camp, and there entirely burnt-to aſhes in 


its ſkin; and a bullock was alſo burnt-at 


the ſame time. This bullock was not 


— ——— — 
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| provided by the people, but by the high- 
prieſt, who, after killing the animal, at- 
tended it into the tabernacle, and dipping 
his finger into the blood of it, as well as 
into that of the goat, ſprinkled therewith. 
ſeven times the covering and floor. of the 
tabernacle, the golden altar, and the great 
altar before the door of the tabernacle. 
After this, the extreme parts of the animals, 
the kidneys, with the fat, and part of the 
liver, together with a ram provided by the 
high-prieſt,, were conſecrated to the Al- 
mighty for a burnt- offering. 
Upon the fifteenth day of the ſame 
month, Moſes ordered the people to ſe- 
cure and fortify their tents, ſo that they 
might refiſt the rigour of the winter ſea- 
ſon, which was then approaching ; and 
likewiſe that when they ſhould arrive in 
the land which the Almighty had pro- 
miſed they ſhould inherit, they ſhould 
immediately repair to the capital, which 
was to be their metropolis, where the holy 
temple was to be erected, and there cele- 
brate a feſtival for eight ſucceſſive days, 


[| with burnt-offerings, facrifices, and peace- 


offerings; carrying boughs of myrtle, 
willow, palms, and ſmall branches of the 
ach-tree in their hands, 

On the firſt of the eight days, a burnt- 
offering was to be made, conſiſting of 
thirteen young bullocks, fourteen lambs, 


two rams, and a goat; and theſe were to 


be preſented to the Lord, as an offering of 
atonement. The ſame number of lambs 
and rams, with a goat, were to be ſacrifi- 
ced for fix days; but a bullock was to be 
abated every day, till the number was re- 
duced to ſeven. The eighth was appointed 
[as a day of reſt, when, as we have already 
mentioned, a calf, a ram, ſeven lambs, and 
a goat, were dedicated to God, for a fin- 
offering. This was the feaſt of the taber- 
nacles, obſerved. on occaſion of the He- 
brews erecting their tents ; and it has been 
conſtantly obſerved: by us, with all the ce- 
remonies tranſmitted to our anceſtors. 
On the fourteenth of the moon of Xan- 
| thicus, or Niſan, which we reckon the be- 
ginning of the year, when the ſun is in the 
fign Aries, that being the month when our 
anceſtors were redeemed from the Egyp- | 
tian bondage, it is enjoined by the law, that 
we ſhall offer the ſame. kind of ſacrifice 
that was made by our forefathers, on oc- 
caſion of their depatture from Egypt; and 
this ſolemnity is called the feaſt of the Paſſ- 
over. This. feſtival is punctually cele- 


* 


brated by all the Hebrew. tribes, who are 
interdicted from reſerving any part of the 
oblations till the next day. HOES 

The feaſt of unleavened bread is obſerved 
the fiſteenth of the; month, and continues 


ſeven days, being the next feaſt to that 4 
* . ee n . Ache 


(Boox 11, 


ogae; XI.] 


the Paſſover. The ſacrifices upon this feſ- 
tival are two bullocks, one ram, and ſeven 
lambs for a burnt-offering, there being 
added a goat each day for a fin-offering, 
which was to be eat by the prieſts, The 


Hebrews make an offering of the firſt 
fruits of their grain, before taſting any | 


part thereof, on the ſecond” day of the 
feaſt of unleavened bread, being the fix- 
teenth of the month. The oblation is 
made in the following manner: — a quan- 
tity of ears of corn being dried before a 
fire upon a clean hearth, they are broke 
and finely .bruiſed, and the quantity of an 
aſſar is placed upon the altar, where about a 
handful remains, the reſidue becoming the 
property of the prieſt, After the above 
ceremony, the people were permitted to 
gather their harveſt. On this occaſion a 
lamb was offered up as a holocauſt. 


On the fifteenth day after the feaſt of | 


the Paſlover, being at the end of ſeven 
weeks, or:forty-nine days, | was celebrated 
the feſtival of the Pentecoſt, ſo called by the 
Greeks, on account of the word denoting 


the number fifty; and for the ſame reaſon it will be explained in the proper place. The 


is called Aſſartha * by the Hebrews. On 
this day the people made an offering to 
God of a wheaten loaf of two aſſars, baked 
with leaven,--arid:two lambs: for a ſacrifice, 
on which the prieſts made their ſupper ; 
dut no part thereof was to be left till the 
next morning. The burnt-offering for. fin 
conſiſted of three calves, two ſheep, four- 
teen lambs, and two goats. Our law pre- 
ſcribes, that we ſhall celebrate no feſtivals 


without burnt-offerings, and a: ceſſation || 


from labout in the common employments 
A aa ED 

Proviſion is made by the law, that 
twenty-four: aſſars of fine flaur ſhall be 
weekly taken out of the publie ſtock, to be 
made into the loaves of unleavened bread. 


The ordinance purports, that theſe loaves |} 


| ſhall be baked on the Sabbath eve, and 
next morning be placed on the holy table, 
fix loaves on each fide, a golden cup of 


| Incenſe being over each parcel. of bread. | 


The loaves having remained on the table 
till the next Sabbath, they are to be given 
the prieſts to eat, and other loaves to be 
placed upon the table. Frankincenſe is 


| thrown into the holy fire when the burnt- || 


offerings are conſumed, and when the 
loaves of unleavened bread are replaced, 
freſh incenſe is put into the veſſels. Twice 
every day the high prieſt makes an offer- 
ing, at his own expence, of an aſſar of the 
fineſt flour, one half to be caſt into the 
holy fire in the morning, and the other in 
the evening. But this ſubject will be 
treated more copiouſly in another place. 
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| were now, conſidered by the peo 
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bY FLAVIUSs JoSEGHUS. 


EM 
The tribe of Levi peculiarly appointed t6 


officiate at the altar. Of meats and per- 

jſons, clean and unclean. Laws relating 
to child-bearing women, and to caſes of 
adultery and jealouſy. 


MI: Es having ſelected the tribe of 
VI Levi from the reſt of the people, 
and eſpecially appointed them to exerciſe 


the ſacerdotal functions, he purified them 


with water from the fountain; on this oc- 


caſion he offered up a ſacrifice to God, and 


transferred to the tribe of Levi the care of 
the tabernacle, and all the- holy veſſels and 
utenſils thereunto belonging; and they 
8 | x | ple as be- 
ing peculiarly conſecrated to the ſervice of 
Jod. 6 p 


tinction between meats clean and unclean, 
appointing what might be eaten, and 


| what the law prohibited from being uſed 


as food. The reaſons for this diſtinctien 


any animal whatſoever ſhould be eaten, 


ſides; nor is the fleſh of any creature dying 
naturally to be made uſe of as food; an 
the caul and fat of a Feat a ſheep, and. an 
ox, are included in 


tends to women under periodical indiſpo- 


ſition, in as much as they are not to hold 
converſation with the other ſex till the 
end of ſeven days after their recovery. He 
who has aſſiſted at a funeral is reputed to 


but in caſes where the pollution exceeds 


ſeven days, the perſon is to make a ſacri- 


fice of two lambs, one of which. is to be 


dedicated to God, and the other to be the 


property of the prieſts. But lepers are ab- 
ſolutely baniſh 
and intercourſe with them are interdicted. 


it is enjoined that they ſhall offer up ſeveral 
kinds of facrifices in gratefal acknowledg- 


ments of ſo great a bleſſing. But further 


will be faid on this ſubject hereafter, _ 

An abſurd and an idle ſtory has been 
propagated, purporting that Moſes was 
driven out of Egypt, on account of being 


fore he led the Hebrews: into Canaan, the 
inhabitants of which country were all 
tainted with the ſame malady, Had this 


| 


. 
Epiphanius, 23 y Petavious, in his notes upon 


been true, Moſes would not have promul- 


Y 


— 
+ 


gated 


| ae prohibitory laws: Wo. 
The law enjoins, that all perſons afflict- Of clean and 
ed with the leproſy, and the ghonnorrhæa, unclean per- 


| (hall be expelled-the city 3 and this law ex- Kill _ | 


be unclean for the ſpace of ſeven days: 


the city, and all id 8 


However, if it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty 
to reſtore the health of perſons ſo afflicted, 


infected with the leproſy; and that there- 


At this time, Moſes aſcettained the diſs Meats clean 
and unclean; 


Deut. XIV. 


law poſitively interdicts, that the blood of Blood to be 

1 to 

. e & $ 433 q* > | Levit. 

upon the prineiple that in the blood the XVII. 10, 15. 
vital powers and ſpirit of the creature re- 
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tated ſuch ſevere laws againſt lepers : on 
the contrary, he would, from perſonal con- 
ſiderations, moſt undoubtedly have oppoſed 


their inſtitution ; and this will appear the 


more probable, when it is confidered, that 


in ſeveral parts of the world perſons infected 
with the leprofy were fo far from being de- 
graded on account of that calamity, that 
they were frequently 


ments of the higheſt dignity 


and honour 


in the military, civil, and eccleſiaſtical | 


departments: Of this an inſtance is af- 
forded in the cafe of Naaman, the leper, 


who was held in ſuch high eſteem by the 


king of Syria, that he made him command- 


ſhip 


Whole, the report is manif 


Laws relating 
to child - bear- 


ing women. 


Le vit. XII. 


er in chief of his armies, and leant upon 
his arm whenever he went to the temple of 


Rimmon, which was the deity of his wor- 
Had Moſes and his followers been 
tainted with the leprofy, he would rather 
have formed inſtitutions favourable to thoſe 


labouring under the —— £ Upon the 
| ly groundleſs, 


invidivus, and flanderons. 3 

The mother of a male child is not per- 
mitted to enter the temple, or to be preſent 
at divine ſervice till the expiration of for 
days after her delivery; and the reſtraint to 
the mother of a female child extends to 
double that time. Upon the expiration of 


the term preſcribed, the woman is com- 


| Laws in cauſ- A man ſuſpecting his wife of adultery 


es of adultery 
and jealouſy, 


Numb. V. 14 


&. 


manded to offer up ſacrifices, part thereof 


to be dedicated to God, and the remainder 


to be applied to the uſe of the prieſts. 


muſt make an offering of an aſſar of barley- 
meal, an handful thereof being laid upon 
the altar, and the reſt being given to the 
prieſts. One of the prieſts then places the 
woman at the gate fronting the tabernacle; 
he then uncovers her head, and writing the 
name of God upon a piece of parchment, 
commands her to declare, by the facred 
name of the Divinity, whether the ſuſpi- 


cion the has incurred is founded in juſtice. | 


Hereupon, the woman anſwers in theſe 


ledged againſt me, may my thigh rot, and 
my. body burſt, and' may my death be mi- 


Aerable ; but if this accuſation 5 58 in 


the exceſs of my huſband's love for me, I 
beſeech that almighty God will be pleaſed 
to grant me the bleſſing of a male child 
within ten months from this day.” | 

The prieſt then takes water, and waſhes 


the ficred name of God clear out of the 


par chment, and then pouring the water into 


an earthen veſſel, caſts into it ſome of the duſt | 


from the floor of the temple, gives it the 


| TIRE | ' 


— 


The law denounced the puniſhment of death 
againſt both the man and the woman who were de- 
tected in adulter And the man that committeth 
adultery with mother man's wife, even he that 


promoted to employ- 


— — 


* 
—— an 


— 


woman to drink. If ſhe was innocent, con- 


ception immediately enſued: but if to the 


guilt of incontinency, ſhe added that of 
{wearing falſely, ſhe was ſure to periſh by 
means of the imprecations ſhe had called 
upon herſelf. <LI 1 | 
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Laiws concerning adultery and inceſt. Ordi- 
nances relating to marriage. The ſeventh 
or - ſabbatical year. The year of jubilee. 
Ordinances of war. Moſes numbers the 
People. The manner in which the Tjra- 


elites formed their encampments. A re- 
view of the Levuites. The ſilver trum- 


pets, and the uſe of them, © 


{ONSCIOUS that chere could not be 
._ 4 happineſs in a conjugal ſtate, unleſs 
there ſubſiſted a mutual faith and confi- 
dence between. the parties, Moſes prohi- 
bited the crime of adultery under the ſevereſt 
puniſhment. - He prohibited inceſt as a 
moſt abominable wickedneſs, whether com- 
mitted. with the mother, the mother-in- 
law, or the aunt; and whether by the father 


ty or mother, the fiſter, or the daughter- in- 


law. He Pr ohibited women from cohabit= 
ing with their huſbands during their peri- 


| odical indiſpoſitions. And he condemned 


to * death ſuch as were guilty of unnatural 
propenſities. N 


Excluſive of being amenable to the ſame 


4 


— — — * 4 5 4 — 


-4% _ 


\| laws. that were to affect the reſt of the peo- 


ple, Moſes inſtituted particular ordinances 
for the prieſts, they being-prohibited from 
contracting marriage with mercenary proſ- 
titutes, women ſervants, ſlaves, public 
hoſteſſes, or women divorced from their 
huſbands, on any account whatever. Some 
rules were alſo eſtabliſhed with regard to 
the high-prieſt in particular, the ordinary 
prieſts ' not being compelled to adhere to 
them. The latter were permitted to marry 
widows-; but the high- prieſt was to eſpoute 


| - no other than a virgin; he was prohibited 
words: © If I am guilty of the crime al- 


from approaching the dead; whereas the 
other prieſts were allowed to pay all cuſ- 
tomary reſpect to the remains of their de- 
ceaſed fathers, mothers, brothers, or chil- 


dren. Moſes enjoined the prieſts to be- 


have with candour and ſimplicity in all the 
tranſactions of life. If one of the prieſt- 


hood happened to be:maimed, or to have any 


corporal defect, Moſes excluded him from 


officiating at the altar, and even from enter- 
ing the temple: but he was notwithſtand- 


ing to have his proportion of the uſual emo- 


tuments of the facerdotal office. Thoſe 


— 


committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the 


adulterer and tlie adultereſs ſhall be ſurely put to 
death,” Levit. AX. 1. 


* * wr — 
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Who 


[Book, ll; | 


with the dignity of the prieſthood are 
ſober; diſcreet, chaſte, and ſpotleſs, as 
well in every other reſpect, as in their offi- 
cial Fapacity. The prieſts are not per- 


mitted to taſte of wine, while habited in 
' their ſacerdotal veſtments; and their ſacri- 


The ſbbati- 


0 


| The 
9 


mount of the 


eſtabliſhed with ref; 


fices mult be offered up whole, and be free 
from any kind of blemiſſi. | 
The above laws Moſes promulgated in 
the deſart, and he enforced obedience to 
them during this life. He preſcribed other 
regulations for the government of the Iſra- 


* 


elites, when they ſhould come into poſſeſſion 


of the land of Canaan. He appointed every 
ſeventh year to be obſerved as a year of reſt to 


{ek XXV- the earth, during which the people were not 


permitted -to plow, plant, or till their 


grounds ; and commanded, that whatever 


fruits the earth ſhould ſpontaneouſly pro- 
duce during the ſabbatical year, ſhould be 
the common property of ſtrangers, as well 
as the Iſraelites, and that no part thereof 


ſhould be ſtored for future ſervice. The like 


was alſo to be obſerved upon the expiration 
of ſeven times ſeven years : and on the year 


| year of following, being the fiſticth, the feſtival 
fler, ver. 8 Of the jubilee of the Hebrews was cele- 


brated, when all perſons confined for debt 
were liberated, and thoſe delinquents whoſe 
tranſgreſſions of the law had rendered them 
liable to capital puniſhment, had commuted 
the loſs of life on condition of ſlavery and 
ſervitude, were on this occaſion reſtored to 
% 


V Upon the approach of the year of jubilee, 


ſtipulated, that the property in land ſhould 
revert to the ancient proprietors. 


the buyer and ſeller, when the produce of 
the eſtate being eſtimated, and the expence 
deducted therefrom, if upon the balance, 
the profits appeared to be the greater, the 
ſeller had his ground reſtored: but if, on 
the contrary, the charges exceeded the a- 

produce, the difference was 
paid to the purchaſer, and he quitted the 
poſſeſſion. In caſe of the uce and ex- 
pences proving equal, the land returned 
to the original owner. Theſe rules were 
pect to the purchaſe and 


ale of houſes in open villages: but the me- 


— 
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thod was different with regard to the build- 


ings in walled-towns : if the ſeller was ready 
to reſtore the purchaſe-mo 


M Acquired the right of-ge-entry ; but if 
he permitted the year to elapſe, the 


Ur — 


chaſer became confirmed in his poſſeſſion. 


Theſe laws and regulations Moſes received 


r — . 
** 


þ 


ney before the ex- | 
2 of the term of the jubilee, he there 


: 


which x $I the year of freedom, it was ||ous market- place, where all the neceffaries 


To ſettle 
this bufineſs, a meeting was held between 


* 


| 


who comport theinſelves in eonfotmity | 


from the Almighty upon mount Sinai, for 


the benefit of the people who were then en- 
camped at the foot of the mountain; and 
he cauſed them to be committed 
for the uſe of poſterity. | 


to writing 
a Having inſtituted laws fbr regulating di- 
vine worſhip, and for a due adminiſtration 


campment, the tabernacle was 
the midſt of the tents, three of the tribes 


Py 


and eighty. 


of the civil goverment, Moſes next appli- 
ed himſelf to the eftabliſhment of the laws, 
and ordinances of war, and for maintaining 
a body of militia. He iſſued orders to the 
heads of the ſeveral tribes, the tribe of Levi 
being excepted, to make out an accurate 
lift of the number of Hebrews that were 
able to bear arms. On account of their 
being dedicated -peculiarly to the ſervice of 
God, the Levites were exempted from in- 
terfering in this or any other civil or milita- 
ry. affairs. The number of men between 
twenty and fifty years of age, who were 


fix hundred and three thouſand, fix hun- 
dred and fifty. In the room of Levi, Mo- 
ſes conſtituted Manaſſeh, the ſon of Joſeph, 
a prince of one of the tribes, and alſo ap- 
pointed Ephraim as the ſubſtitute for Jo- 
ſeph, agreeable to the requeſt made by Ja- 
cob to Joſeph, when the former -adopted 
the two ſons of the latter as his own. 
When the Hebrews formed their en- 


laced in 


being ſtationed on each fide of the ſtructure, 
there being large paſſages and avenues be- 
{tween the ſpaces of ground occupied by 
each tribe. In the camp was alſo a pomp 


and conveniencies of life were expoſed to 
ſale, and in and about the market, tradeſ- 


men and artificers of various deſcriptions 
were diſpoſed in convenient ſhops and ſtand- 


ings; ſo that the encampment had the ap- 


pearance of a regular and well contrived 


city. The part affigned for the reſidence 


ſof the Levites was adjacent to the taberna- 
ole; and a diſtinct account being taken of 
the number compoſing that tribe, the males 


of thirty days old and upwards appeared to 
be * twenty-three thouſk 

While the cloud which we 
have before mentioned, remained hovering 
over the tabernacle, the Iſraelites continued 


upon the ſame ſpot: but whenever the 
cloud removed they formed their encamp- 


ment in ſome other place. 


mouth to receive the breath for founding, 


— —_— — 


— ts 


* This does not correſpo d wi | 
is do pond with Scripture where | 
| the number of the Levites, from a month old and 


; 


N BR — TR by. -atadrn din. 20G. cons: — — 


upwards, is ſtated at twenty-two thouſand, two 


hundted and ſeventy-three. 


and 


capable of military duty, was found to be 


nd, eight hundred 


| Moſes cauſed two trumpets to be made Ty. giver - 

of filver, according to the following de- trumpers, and 
ſcription : they were each about a cubit in * No 
length, the tube being about the ſize of an 10. 


ordinary flute, and juſt wide enough at the 
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and it was turned up at the end like the 
mouth of a bell, or of an ordinary trum- 
pet. - This inſtrument the Hebrews called 
Aſaphra. One of the trumpets was ſounded 
for aſſembling the people, the other for ſum- 
moning the princes of the ſeveral tribes to 
hold councils on affairs of ſtate, and when 
they were both ſounded at the fame time, 
it was underſtood to be the. fignal for a 


S OF THE ESV, 


turbulency of their paſſions, and infpire 
them with the hope of ſoon experiencing 
a happy reverſe of fortune, notwithſtanding 
the provoking affronts he had ſo recently 
receiving from them. He aſſured them, 
that they ſhould ſpeedily have a ſupply of 
food ſufficient for their maintenance for 
ſeveral days. However, they gave no cre. 


dit to his promiſes, but violently exclaim. 


(Book nt 


ed againſt him, one of them aſking him 
in ſcorn, by what means he could ſuppoſe 
obſerved. On the firſt ſounding of the || himſelf capable of ſupplying ' fo many 
trumpet, the three tribes to the eaſtward of || thouſand people with proviſions ? Here. 
the tabernacle were to decamp, as were || upon he replied, that notwithſtanding their 
thoſe to the ſouthward, upon the ſecond || ingratitude, they would be preſently con- 
ſounding. The tabernacle was then to be vinced, that God and his ſervant Moſes 
taken to pieces, and the parts thereof to be|| were ſtill attentive to their welfare. Scarce- 
placed upon two carriages. Upon the ly had he ſpoken theſe words, when an 
third ſounding of the trumpet, the part of || immenſe flight of quails deſcended into the r n 
camp towards the weſt moved, and upon || camp, and the people gathered as many of © the quiz 
the fourth ſound the tribes towards the || them as they had occaſion for. "IO A. 
north commenced their march. Six of the However, in a ſhort time the Hebrews 
tribes preceded, and the others followed || were ſeverely puniſhed for their ingratitude 
the tabernacle, the Levites keeping near and infolence; fpr the Almighty was pleaſed 
it during the whole journey. The trum- || to afflic them with 4 plague, whereb 
pets were uſed at the time of performing || great numbers of them were carried off. 
ſacrifice, upon the ſabbaths, and on various || The place where they were viſited with this 
other occalions. r terrible judgment is called Cabrothraba, or 

f the grave of luſts. . 
HAF XIII. g 


n 
Being in want of fozd the people murmur e CH AS ATVs "7 
againſt Moſes. Their wants fupplied by [f Moſes diſpatches meſſengers to examine into 
a flight of quails. 2 tze flate of the land of Canaan. Upon 
AVING removed from the neigh- their return, they repreſent the country 
bourhood of nat fink the He- T ne 772 6 
brews travelled from place to place, till aw 40 1 ay cenger of the 
they at length formed their encampment at Pa 1 7 3 Las * Le 
Iferemoth, where the multitude engaged To 2 OY” 2 r 27 
in a ſedition againſt Moſes, telling him, CER. fe yy M. 4 he 
that through his perſuaſions they had been conſderacy, ageny Yer. — 
ſeduced to abandon one of the moſt fertile ee, 
parts of the whole world, and now, inſtead 


ales. Mercy ſhewn to the Mraelites in 
of enjoying the bleſſings he had promiſed || , „ e 
them, they were obliged to wander from 


and Aaron. 
place to place, in the utmoſt diſtreſs ima- 


| JAVING led the Iſraclites to a place 
ginable, being already on the point of called the Streights, being upon the 
Uhing through a want of water; and 


| borders of the land of Canaan, and a ſitua- 
they added, that if their manna ſhould fail || tion extremely inconvenient to inhabit, 

them, they mult inevitably fall victims to || Moſes afſembled the people, and addreſſed 
the miſeries of famine. Whilſt they were|| to them the following diſcourſe : pay 
diſcharging the moſt inſolent and oppro- || In his t $ the Almighty 
brious invectives againſt Moſes, one of the was pleaſed to promiſe us two bleſſings ; 
company reminded them, that they would || liberty, and the enjoyment of a happy land. 
act wiſely, if they were to reflect upon the || By his grace and bounty, we already enjoy 
many and fignal ſervices Moſes had ren- 


one of them, and moſt aſſuredly we ſhall 
dered them, and adviſed them to put their eſſion of the other. We are 
confidence in the goodneſs of God for relief: 


ſoon have poſſe 
already upon the borders of the country of 
but this admonition ſerved only to render 
the revilings of the ſeditious multitude the 


Canaan ; and it is not within the compaſs 
of human ability to diſappoint our expecta- 
more ungovernable and outrageous. 
Obſerving that the people were driven 


tions of eſtabliſhing a ſettlement in that 

truly defirable ſpot. It is however neceſ- 
to a ſtate of deſperation, Maſes addreſſed 
them in a ſtile calculated to appeaſe the 


general aſſembly. Upon removing the ta- 
bernacle, the following regulations were 


_— 


fary that we ſhould equip a powerful army ; 
for without war, we muſt not hope to ſub- 
jugate 


A 


ü 


nr. XV.] 


Wutiny a- 


before we ſhall obtain a complete conqueſt 
over the inhabitants, we mult 


nate battles. I therefore adviſe, that we 
diſpatch ſpies, to examine into, and 
een. ſtate of the 
country, in order that we may be the bet- 
ter prepared to encounter che obſtacles we 
have to ſurmount. But I eſpecially re- 
commend the preſervation of peace and 
unanimity, and that we may aſcribe all 
our ſuccefles to the providence of God, 
who will afſfuredly fight on our fide.” 
The multitude having expreſſed them- 


ſelves pertectly fatisfied with what Moſes 
had faid, he appointed twelve men, di- di 


ſtinguiſhed for their talents, integrity and 


ſpirit of enterprize, to carry his propoſition 


into effect, one being ſelected from each 
tribe. Theſe deputies travelled through 
the land of Canaan, quite from Egypt and 
the parts in that neighbourhood, as far as 
| the city of Amathe, and mount Libanus. 
Having accurately examined the nature 
and quality of the foil, the manners of the 
inhabitants, and the whole ſtate of the 
country, . they returned, and made a report 


of the reſult of their expedition, having 


executed their commiſſion in the ſpace ot 
2 1 | 

he deputies 
extremely fruitful, and produced famples 
of ſeveral kinds of delicious fruits with 
which it abounded ; and fo favourable a 
report induced the Hebrews unanimouſly 
to eſpouſe the reſolution of ſubduing the 
land of Canaan by the force of arms : but 
the idea of this enterprize was entirely 
abandoned, when the commiſſioners came 
to relate the dangers and ditficulties that 
were to be oppoſed. They ſaid, the rivers 
were impaſſable; that in different parts gf 
the land were mountains and 
that ap 
that the country contained many fortified 
cities, and ſtrong holds, and that Hebron 
was inhabited by a race of giants, who in 
ſtature and bodily ſtrength greatly ſurpaſſed 
the ordinary race of mankind. The depu- 


ties themſelves expreſſed their donbts of 


ſucceſs; and the fame apprehenſion in- 
tefed the body of the people. 
The dangers attending the en 


dother rize 


pin Moſes, drove the Iſraelites into a ſtate of the moſt 


„, violent deſperation : they paſſed the whole 
night in venting the moſt horrid blaſphe- 
mics againſt God, ſaying he had ſeduced 

them out of Egypt by means of promiſes 


that they were now convinced would not || 


be fulfilled ; and againſt Moſes and Aaron 
they diſcharged every reproach and execra- 
ton that the utmoſt rancour of malice 
could ſuggeſt, declaring an implacable re- 


BT FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


to 


wage againſt them many fierce and obſti- 


* e 
to be wholly inacceſſible; 


— 


1 


ſolution of making them a facrifice to their 


diſa 


intment and rev In the morn- 
# 


ey entered into a confpiracy to ſtone 
| Moſes and Aaron to death, and agreed, 


| The people 


tribe 


| the fon A. g. 


of Ephraim, _ 


tl . 
| to appeaſe the ſedition. 
| They addreſſed the people to the 

: 

ö 


ports that are 
fabticated concerning the land of Canaan 
merely to deter you from gaining poſſeſſion 
of that country. You ſhould rather con- 
fide in, and follow the advice of thoſe who 
have ſo greatly exerted themſelves to put 
you in poſſeſſion of that blefling. Men of 
vigorous and enterprizing ſpirits will not 
be terriſied by the height of mountains, or 


| tht depth of rivers, which aſſuredly cannot 


be the means of diſappointing us of ſuc- 
ceſs, ſinoe the Almighty is our protector 
and defender. Therefore let us imme- 


291 diately advance to attack the enemy, with- 
repreſented the country as| 


out deliberating as to what may be the 
conſequence. Truſt in the goodneſs of 
God for ſafety and ſucceſs, and chearfully 
follow wherever your leaders ſhall com- 
mand.” 

In the mean time, Moſes and Aaron 
proſtrated themſelves on the earth, and 
implored the Almighty to compoſe the 
turbulent minds of the multitude ; and 
their prayers being heard; a cloud appeared 
over the tabernacle, and thereby the pre- 
ſeace and favour of the Almighty were-in- 


dicated. 4 
Moſes preditts that the people ſhall not enter 


the land of Canaan, but ſhall wander in 
the wilderneſs for the ſpace of forty years; 

as @ puniſbment for 25 LAs 7 and 
wickedneſs. The Hebrews repent. The 
reputation and authority of Maſes. A 
. dreadful famine. . 
OSES now repaired tv the people, 
and repreſented the judgments that 
God had denounced againſt them, not as 
being proportioned to the enormity of their 
guilt, but as a fatherly correction of his 

& Upon my entering the taberna- 
cle,” ſaid Moſes, ** to implore that you 
might not be utterly cut off from the face 
of the earth, the Almighty was pleaſed to 
my his diſpleaſure at the ungrateful 


| return 


— 


# 
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return you have made for all the benefits 


eonferred upon you, and the affront and 
indignity you now offer him in ſuffering 
yourſelves to be induced, by the reports of 


the commiſſioners appointed to enquire into 
the ſtate of the land of Canaan, to diſcre- 
dit the promiſes he has, through my agen- 
cy, been graciouſly pleaſed to make in your 
favour. Notwithſtanding. your diſobe- 
dience, I am authoriſed to aſſure you, that 


God will not permit the choſen race of his 


to become extinct : but you muſt 


| le 
N of the 


not expect to enjoy the bleſſings 


land of Canaan, you being condemned to 


lead a wandering liſe in the wilderneſs, 
without any regular and ſettled habitation, 
for the ſpace of forty years, as a puniſh- 
ment for your perverſe obſtinacy and diſo- 
bedience. However; the promiſe of God 
will be amply verified, inaſmuch as your 
children will inherit that bleſſed land, 
which you have rendered yourſelves un- 


- worthy the poſſeſſion of, by your impious 


The ſubmiſ- - 


ſion of the 
Ifraelites. 


want of confidence in the veracity of 
God.” 

This addreſs ſtruck the multitude with 
aſtoniſhment and terror; and they 


mighty to pardon their diſobedience, and 


lead them out of the wilderneſs into the 


promiſed land. Upon this, he informed 
them, that the intentions of God were not 
to be diverted by unreaſonable importu- 


nities ; for all his proceedings were founded | 


upon unerring wiſdom and ſtrict juſtice ; 
and therefore they were not to expect that 
the ſentence pronounced againit them 
would be reverſed. 

It may to ſome appear a matter of ſur- 
prize, that a ſingle man ſhould be able to 
ſubdue the intemperate paſſions of fo 


numerous a body of the people, and fo 


The great 
qualities and 
authority of 
Motes. 


effectually reduce them to moderation; but 
it ſhould be remembered, that in this he 
was aſſiſted by the Divine Power, whereby 
the minds of the multitude were prepared 


to be wrought upon and overcome by his 


perſuaſions. ES 
' Moſes was not only eminent for his 


righteouſneſs, wiſdom and fortitude, but 
alſo for being held in ſuch high and uni- 


verſal eſteem, that people of all ranks 
placed implicit confidence in whatever he 
ſaid. The Hebrews, at this time, hold 


im- 
plored Moſes to intercede with the Al- 


veneration, and are fully perſuaded, that 
through the whole conduct of his life, he 
acted by a divine impulſe. Of the reſpect 
that was on all occaſions ſhewn to him 
many inſtances might be produced; and 
among them is the following: From a 
preference to our mode of divine worſhip, 
a company of people came from beyond 
the Euphrates, at great hazard and expence, 
they * four months upon the journey. 
They offered up ſacrifice, but were not 
allowed any part thereof; becauſe in ſome 
caſes, the law of Moſes permits not people 
to partake of the ſacrifices they offer: ſome 
were refuſed the privilege of ſacrificing, and 
others were compelled to depart when they 
had but half performed that ceremony; 
and ſome were refuſed admittance into the 
temple: but they made no complaint, 
deeming it more prudent to wave oratify- 
ing their own inclinations, than to trant- 
greſs the orders of Moſes, whom they held 
in the higheſt reverence and veneration, 
conſidering his ordinances of divine inſti. 
Canons; 1 

A ſhort time before the Jewiſh war, 
and in the reign of the Emperor Claudius, and 
during the pontificate of Iſhmael, ſo dread- 


provided for the feaſt of unleavened bread, 
they being equivalent to one Sicilian me- 
dimni and forty-one atticks. Though 
the prieſts were on the point of periſhing 
through want of bread, not one of them 
preſumed to taſte of this proviſion, ſo ſeru- 
pulouſly obſervant were they of their duty, 
and ſo fearful of incurring the diſpleaſure 
of God, by tranſgreſſing the ſacred laws 


delivered to them by Moſes. Can a doubt 


be entertained of the wonders wrought by 
our admirable legiſlator, when our moſt 
inveterate enemies are compelled to ac- 
knowledge the divine origin of the records 
he has left in writings, and that the foun- 
der of our commonwealth was the imme- 


diate inſtrument whereby God was pleaſed 
to execute the great purpoſes of his righ- 
teous wall ? iy . 


i 


* In the K of one pound and three 
quarters averdupoiſe, for two ſhillings and ſeven 
pence ſterling. 
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THE 


| r [Boox nt 
| the laws and precepts of Moſes in facred 


ful a famine prevailed in Judea, that flour A famine if 
ſold at the rate of * four drachmas the Jude. 
aſſar. Of this article ſeventy coruſes were 
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The Hebrews determine to make war againſt the Canaanites. Moſes oppoſes their defign, 
in conſequence of which they revile him, and a dangerous mutiny enſues, An engagement 

| takes place, and the Hebrews tfe 'repulſed. © Moſes leads © the people back into the 
 deſart. Soy Þ Binnie a 2 tn BY 1 | 5 2 


80 HE Iſraclites continued to to render God unfavourable to the under- 
= ſuſtain great inconveniences || taking, ſtill. they thought they had no 
2 


and hardſhips in the wilder reaſon. to doubt their power of obtaining 

i neſs, and their diſcontent was a conqueſt over the Canaanites. They ar- 
increaſed upon reflecting, that God would || gued in the following manner: It is a duty 
not conſent to their making war againſt the we owe to ourſelves to maintain our com- 
people of - Canaan. Finding them refo-i|| mon liberties, and, after being. reſcued 
lutely determined to commence hoſtilities; || from one ſlavery, to avoid ruſhing into 
Moſes endeavoured to prevail upon them to another. Of hrhat conſequence. is;it to us, 
relinquiſh that deſign: but they contemp whether we are ſubſervient to the Egyp- 
tuouſſy rejected his advice, ſaying, tliey ] tians or Moſes ? Let us no longer ſubmit 
were reſolved to proſecute the war without to the deluſions of this man, Who vainly 
his aſſiſtance; adding, that the-obje& he pretends to- receive revelations from Hea- 
had in view was, to keep them in ſubjec- ven, and & hold conferences with the 
tion and miſery for his ] atv In Almighty, thereby ſtriving to perſuade us, 
ſhort; they determined upon an immediate that, of the whole human race, he alone 
war againſt the Canaanites, relying, as they is honoured with a knowledge of the ſecret 
faid, on the aſſiſtance of Heaven, not on purpoſes of God. Are not we all, as well 
account of his favour to Moſes, but be- as che 


2 2 


> man we are ſpeaking of, deſcended 
cauſe God had declared himſelf to be the from Abraham; and can any reaſon be aſ- 
friend and protector of their anceſtors. If ſigned for his aſſuming the reputation of 
they behavect with reſolution, they ſup - ſuperior knowledge in the events of futu- 
poſed they eonld; not fail ef ſucceſs; and rity ? Let us no longer ſubmit to the arro- 
they expreſſed themſelves. convinced, that || gance and vain pretentions of this man; 
the power that had redeemed. them from || but, without ſurther delay, relieve our- 
bondage would crown their arms with vic- || ſelves from thoſe diſtreſſes which are daily 
tory. Though Moſes ſhould endeavour CHEE f The only way to _ 
CCC | | . TOE | : this 


* 


„* 


- (Boox I 
ky”. b * * = 0 
Ge « = 11 H hou- 


ourſel ves 


will be our leader in the War, 


us. K Ce. Bf © ſhe 
Th eier of he (rofl beſog hade Pede 
mouſly, for) War, / the:necefiary Prefaates ene e chender at | 
for that event wers made with the ut hall: Yay e Der Wigner," This 
expedition. They made a furious malevolent diſpoſition gave rife to a tumult 
upon the Canaanites, who notwithſtand- || and mutiny more formidable than had yet 
ing the: fiercegeſs of the charge; and the been known, either among the Iſraelites, 
ſuperior numbers of the enemy, nlaintain- the Grecks, ꝙ the. Barbarians: and this 

The He. ed their ground, and repulſing the He- || fedition muſt inevitably have terminated in 

1 defeat · brews, with conſiderable ſlaughter, purſu- || the total deſtruction of the people, had not 

ed by the "pf | | * 

Ganaanites, ed them to the very ſpot of their encamp- Moſes, generouſly excuſing all the crue} 
ment. The Iſraelites were greatly deject- || treatment he had received from the ungrate- 
ed by this unexpected defeat, which they || ful multitude, interpoſed for their preſer- 
expected would be followed h eonſoquen- vation. Notwithftanding their -contempt 
ces ſtill more fatal to them; for they were of the divine commandments, and theit op- 
now conſcious of having committed a raſh || poſition to their righteous legiſlator, the 
and preſumptious action in hazarding a || Almighty was graciouſly pleaſed not utter- 
battle, in oppoſition to the pleafure of the ly to withdraw his fævour from this dege- 
Almighty. 1 0 1 9 Infnerate people. | TEM 

So broken and depreſſed were the ſpirits !| Among the Hebrews was a perſon named 

of che Hebrews by their late diſaſter, and || Corah, he being a man of diſtinction, both 

* ſo elated were the Canaanites with | their on account of the reſpectability of his fami- 

ir ſucceſs, that to lead his people back into || ly connections, and the extent of his poſ- 

5 the wilderneſs, Moſes deemed to be the belt || ſeflions ; and he having the art and addreis_ 


— 


ed by their late calamity, that they could 


Moſes leads 
the Hebrews 
back to the 
wildernefs. 


expedient he could adopt, being apprehen- 
five, that if they remained in their preſent 


they ſhould engage contrary to the advice 
of Moſes, t hey ſolemnly pledged themſelves, 


ſituation, the enemy might purſue the ad- 
vantage they had gained, and involve them 
in ſtill greater calamities. Being convinc- 


not proſper in any undertaking wherein 


on all future occaſions, to yield perfect and 
unconditional obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
him; and then they returned into the wil-: 
derneſs, under the eſcort of Moſes, having 
formed the reſolution never again to at- 


tempt a conqueſt over the Canaanites, un- 
leſs they ſhould receive an expreſs direction 


for that purpoſe from Heaven. 
410 33 & Bel W613, £6 4% 

A deſperate mutiny among the Hebrews. 
The envy and ambition of Corah. © He 
reviles Moſes for aſſuming authority over 
the people, and for having advanced bis 


brather Aaron to the pontifical dignity. 


Tuo hundred and fifty leading men at the 
Bead of the inſurrection. 

call for Moſes to be ſtoned to death. Mo- 
 fes addreſſes to Corab a diſcourſe in his 


- own defence. 


\ | "HEN numerous bodies of people 

are in circumſtances of diſtreſs and 
embarraſſment, 
diſobedience generally enſue: and this was 
the caſe of the Hebrews. 


| luſt of 


The Hebrews | 


factions, calumnies and | 


A The number of 
Hebrews upon the muſter, as being capa- 


to humour the paſſions and prejudices of 
the people, and inſinuate himſelf into their 
favour, he rendered himſelf as popular as 
any man of the Hebrew nation. The cir- 


cumſtance of Moſes being adyanced to ſo- 


vereign authority, excited the envy of Co- 
rah, who poſſeſſing greater wealth than 
the man to whom he aſpired to be the ri- 
val, and being of a family equally diſtin- 
guiſhed, vehemently complained to the 
'Levites and his relations, that his pretenſi- 
ons being in every reſpect equal to thoſe of 


Moſes, he conceived himſelf to be as much 


intitled to public diſtinction as the other. 
He addreſſed the perſons attached to his 
intereſt ta the following effect: 

It ischighly injurious to the public, 


that, under the pretence of ſanctity and re- 


ligion, Moſes fhould have the opportunity 
of gratifying his ambition and inordinate 
It is notorious, that without 
the approbation of the people, he lately 
conferred the high-prieſthoed, and other dig- 
nities upon his brother Aaron. By art 
and inſinuation, he acquired the executive 
powers af the government, and before they 
knew what was his aim, the people were 
deprived: of their liberties. The man whoſe 
conſcience tells him that he is qualified to 
be the ruler of a people, will apply to them 
| for their approbation, and for confirming 


him in the office, but will never attempt 
to arrogate it to himſelf by violence and 
tyranny.” What pretenſions could Moſes 
ere for beſtowing the high-prieſthood 
upon Aaron, and appointing his tons as 

ſucceſſors 


— 


4 


ap. II.] 


* 


{.:--Tors to that dignity ? If the circum- 
1e of his belonging to the tribe ot 
Levi operated towards the advancement of 
Az-on, I might, on that account, plead 
r equal right to preference, being of the 


e tribe, in addition to which I have the | 


advantage of being his ſuperior both in years, 
and the amount of my poſſeſſions. If ſe- 
niority gives a juſt Caim to the high-prieſt- 
hood, it properly belongs to the tribe of 
Rubel, of which Dathan, Abiram, and 
Phala, are the ſeniors ; and they are, beſides, 
men whoſe talents and integrity have de- 
ſervedly acquired them great reputation!“ 
Though his real motive was to obtain 


the office of high-prieſt, «by clandeſtinely 


ſupplanting Aaron, he pretended to be ac- 


tuated merely by an anxious deſire of pro- 
moting the public welfare. Corah's in- 
ſinuating diſcourſe paſſed from one to ano- 
ther till it became known to the whole en- 
campment, and no leſs than an hundred and 
fifty of the leading men attached themſelves 


to the conſpiracy, for the purpoſe of de-| 
priving Aaron of the high-prieſthood, and 
conferring that dignity upon Corah The 


multitude now. crowded about the taberna- 


cle, vehemently calling out for Moſes to 


be ſtoned to death, in order that they might 
be relieved from his tyranny and oppreſſion. 


They faid, that if God interfered with re- 


gard to the appointment of a high prieſt, it 
could not be ſuppoſed, that he would have 
ſelected a man ſo unqualified as Aaron for 
diſcharging the duties of that high office; 
adding, that if it was the pleaſure of Hea- 
ven, that Aaron ſhould inherit the pontifi- 
cal dignity, it ought to have been confered 
upon him by the ſuffrages of the people, 
inſtead of through the partial interpoſition 
of his brother. . eee eee 
| Moſes was perfectly acquainted with the 
motive of the artful practices of Corah, 
which he knew would powerfully operate 
upon the multitude : but conſoling himſelf 
in the reflection, that he had acted from 
the dictates of a good conſcience, and that 
his brother's advancement was in conſe- 
quence of the ſpecial appointment of God, 
he addreſſed himſelf to Corah and his aſſo- 
cates, in terms to the following effect: 


les vind - ] am free to admit that you, Corah, or 
hinkt either of. your noble companions (pointing 


to the two hundred and fifty leaders of the 
ſedition), may be worthy of the prieſthood. 
The poſſeſſions both of my brother and my- 
elf are not more than half the amount of 
thoſe you have the good fortune to enjoy : 
and you muſt be ſatisfied that the exaltati- 
on of Aaron was not on account of his 
wealth ; neither is he indebted for the dig- 
| Nity of the prieſthood to his illuſtrious de- 
ſcent ; for we all derive our origin from the 
ame progenitor. By no partial motive, nor 
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conſideration of conſanguinity, was I indu- 


ced to depriys another man of his right, in 


nominating my brother to the high ſtation 
he holds ; for had I been influenced by any 
other principles than thoſe of honour and 


integrity, I might, without difficulty, have 
ſecured the prieſthood for my own peculiar 


emolument and advantage: but I abhor the 
idea of ſo unjuſtifiaBle an action. Be aſ- 
ſured that God would not have permitted 
me with impunity to tranſgreſs his facred 
commands in the manner imputed to me, 
and that he would not have permitted you 
to remain in ignorance as to what proceed- 
ings in regard to the prieſthood would be 
moſt acceptable to him. Aaron's advance- 
ment was in obedience to the particular di- 
rection and appointment of God; and there= 
fore, I muſt, of neceſſity, be exhonorated 
from the offence alledged againſt me. To 
convince you that Aaron is not ambitious, 
and that, for the ſake of public peace, he 
is willing to ſurrender a right that cannot 
be diſputed on reaſonable grounds, he will 
make no difficulty in reſting the iſſue of 
his cauſe upon a ſecond appeal to the peo- 
ple, by whoſe ſuffrages he was unanimouſ- 
ly confirmed in his preſent office. Moſt 
undoubtedly there can be no offence in ac- 
cepting the hounties which God is pleaſed 
to offer us, ſince the refuſal of them would 
be an act of impiety. It is ſurely reaſona- 
ble to allow the benef:&tor the right of ra- 
tifying the bounties he has beſtowed ; and 


therefore you will act wiſely in referring the | 


caſe again to the deciſion of Heaven, that 
you may eſpouſe the cauſe of the man whom 
God ſhall elect for the diſcharge of the ſa- 
cerdotal function. Stimulated by ambiti- 
ous views, you, Corah, have diſputed the 
right of God to appoint his 'own prieſt : but 
one day more will bring this controverſy to 
an iflue, Let all who have pretenſions to 
the dignity in queſtion, appear to-morrow 
morning, with their cenſers containing fire 
and incenſe in their hands. I ſhall expect, 
Corah, to ſee you among the number ; but 
without preſuming to put your own autho- 


rity in oppoſition to that of Heaven, I ad- 


moniſh you to wait for the determination 


ſof God. Aaron being of the ſame family, 


and a man whoſe official character is in 
every reſpect free from reproach, I can ſee 


no reaſonable objection againſt his attend- 
ling the aflembly. 


The candidates being 
met, let them ſeverally offer up incenſe in 


the ſight of the people, and be it now a- 


greed, that he whoſe facrifice ſhall prove 
molt acceptable to Heaven, ſhall be declared 


the high-prieſt, and be confirmed in that 


office by my authority. By this appeal the 
difference will be brought to a fair and ſa- 
tis factory accommodation, and at the fame 


time I ſhall be relieved from the imputation 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF, THE JEWS. [Book I. 
of a partial proceeding in fayour of my ||repel force by force, in caſe any violence 


brother.” | 

This diſcourſe appeaſed the refractory 
fpirit of the people, ho acknowledged 
that what Moſes had ſaid was reaſonable and 
juſt. Their enmity and prejudices againſt 
him being conſiderably abated, they con- 
feſſed that Moſes was a man of great righ- 


teouſneſs and wiſdom. The council then 
roſe. 


CHAP, III. 


Dathan and Abiram diſclaim the authority 

of Moſes. Moſes appeals to Heaven. The 
earth opens and ſwallows up Dathan, 
Aviram, and all their: adberents. Co- 
rab and his dfjoctates conſumed with fire 
from Heaven: Aaron confirmed in the 
dignity of the pontiſicate. 


IN purſuance of the notice given by Mo- 
ſes, the people aſſembled the following 


morning, in order to attend the ſacrifices, 


and learn the reſult of the matter in con- | 


troverly. They were diſſatisfied and tu- 
multuous, being divided between hope and 
fear with regard to the iſſue of the conteſt. 


Many were deſirous of having Moſes pub- 


licly diſgraced : but the more ſenſible and 
moderate part of the people were for ap- 
pealing the ſedition, and reſtoring affairs 
to their former ſituation, apprehending that 
if the tumult and diſovder among the lower 
claſſes of the community ſhould not be diſ- 
countenanced, the probable conſequence 
would be a total ſubverſion of order and 
government ; for the populace were natural 
turbulent and refractory, fond of novelties, 
and much addicted to envy, malice, and 
diſreſpect and contumacy towards their 
ſuperiors. 
Moſes diſpatched a ſummons to Dethan 
and Abiram, requiring their attendance on 
the buſineſs of the day, and to ſupport the 
claims to which they had made pretenſions. 
They returned by the meſſengers an abſo- 
late refuſal to comply, ordering them to fay 


that Moſes had obtained his power and 
authority by indirect and unjuſtifiable means, | 


and that they were 3 determined 
no longer to ſubmit to his uſurpation. 
Hereupon Moſes commanded ſome of the 
heads of the tribes to follow him, and pro- 
ceeded towards the tents of Dathan arid 
Abiram, deeming it not inconſiſtent with 


his dignity to attempt reſtoring public tran- | 


quillity by a perſonal application to thoſe 


men who were among the leaders of the re- 


bellious faction. 


Being informed of the approach of Mo- | | 
ſes, and his train, Dathan and his compa- 
nions, with their wives and children, quit- 


ted their tents, and waited for their arrival, 
their guards being drawn up in readineſs to 


I abandoned that ſtate of domeſtic happi- 
” || neſs, and for the ſake of the people Wh 


ſhould be attempted. When Moſes came 
to Dathan, he lifted up his hands to Heaven; 
and exalting his voice, that he might be 
heard by the multitude, he made the fol- 
lowing appeal to the Almighty. 
« Almighty God, thou who art the 
Lord and ſovereign ruler of the Heavens, 
the earth and the ſea, the irrefragable wit- yo ny 
neſs to all the actions of my life; thou, 2 fecond , 
who in commiſeration of the ſufferings of 3 . 
the Iſraelites, delivered them from bondage, joficsefe 
and miraculouſly ſupplied their miſerable my Nun: 
neceſſities in their retreat from Egypt W 
thou, who haſt on all occaſions, and in 
every emergency been my conſtant ſupport 
and protector, and who knoweſt that 
whatever I have hitherto done, hath been 
in ſtrict conformity with thy divine com- 
mandments; thou, from whorm no event can 
be concealed, and who art acquainted with 
the moſt ſecret purpoſes of our minds, 
vouchſafe now to bring the truth to light, 
that the malice and ingratitude of my un- 
| righteous accuſers may be expoſed and diſ- 
appointed: do thou, O God, who knoweſt 
even the moſt minute tranſactions of paſt 
ages, and who haſt witneſſed the integrity 
of my own life, bear teſtimony to my inno- 
cence, againſt the unmerited calumnies and 
cruel ſlanders that are advanced againſt me; 
thou, who knoweſt, that, when I was ſettled 
amidſt all the comforts of a private life, 
having the means of gratifying every vir- 
tuous deſire, through thy infinite bletlings, 
the kindneſs of * Raguel, my father-in-law, 


— 


now treat me with ſuch unkindneſs, expoſed 
myſelf to innumerable dangers, and to un- 
remitting toil, embarraſſment, and vexa- 
tion. But ſince I am now become the ob- 
ject of the jealouſy and hatred of the peo- 
ple whom I have reſcued from fo many extre- 
| mities, do thou, O God, who did vouch- 
fafe to appear to thy. faithful ſervant on 
mount Sinai; who conferred upon him the 
| honour of an embaſſy into Egypt, to hum- 
| ble the pride of the people of that country, 
and redeem the Hebrews from flavery ; 
thou who enabled me to ſubdue the formi- 
dable power of Pharoah, and obtain com- 
pleat conquelt over the vaſt Egyptian army, 
turning the ſea into dry land, and then con- 
verting that land into a part of the ocean, 
furniſhing the Hebrews, who were wholly 
unprovided with weapons of defence, with 
| the arms that belonged to their oppreſſive 
| and tyrannical enemies; who transformed 
corrupt and poiſonous water into a pleaſant 
| and wholſome beverage ; who, in the ex- 
{| treraity of our drought, occaſioned a ſtream 


8 


of pure water to iſſue from a rock, and mi- 
41 — — 3 F | | 
. _ ® Scrip, Jethro. 


— — 


— 


raculouſſy 


faculouſiy furniſhed us with food from the | 


ſea, and from the Heavens; thou who haſt 
laid the foundation of our government, and 
modelled our laws; thou, who art the judge 
and witneſs of all things: I now humbly 
beſeech and implote thee, to bear teftimony 


: 


in my behalf; that T have in no inſtance ſuf- || miſe 


fered myſelf to be corrupted to eſpouſe an 
unjuſt cauſe. I am now accuſed of an a- 
buſe of authority in the adminiſtration of 
public affairs, in as much as it is pretended, 
that it was not in eonſequence of the divine 


CY? 
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not be conlifterit with the rules of thy 
juſtice to confound the innocent in the 
puniſhmeat that is due to the guilty.” 
Duripg the delivery of this appeal, the 
voice of the ſpeaker was repeatedly inter- 
rupted by his expreffions of ſorrgw-for the 


cries awaiting the people whoſe 'tranſ- 
greſſions had expoſed them to the dreadful : 
effects of the divine diſpleaſure. Imme- 
diately after the concluſion of this addreſs 
to God, a violent convulſion of the earth 
threw the people into the utmoſt horror 


appointment, but from the impulſe of pri- 


and conſternation ; and quitting their tents 


vate affection, that I advanced my brother ¶ in terror and confuſion, they uttered the 
Aaron to the prieſthood, Be pleaſed then, || moſt diſmal lamentations. In concluſion, 


O God, by ſome ſignal manifeſtation of thy 
wonderful power, to convince the credu- 
lous multitude, that it is not by chance, but 
by the interpoſition of thy gracious provi- 
dence, that the affairs of this world are 
governed. I now call upon thee Almighty 
Father of. the uniyerſe, to vindicate thyſelf, 
by executing vengeance upon Dathan and 
Abiram, for having impiouſly propoſed to 
counteract thy divine will, by artifice and 
impoſition. Inflict upon theſe blaſphe- 
mous detractors from, and traducers of, 
thy holineſs and glory, ſome exemplary 
vengeance: let them not meet the com- 
mon fate of humanity; but, as they are 
unworthy to live, let them periſh by ſome 
extraordinary means; let the earth ſwallow 
them, together with their families and poſ- 
ſeſſions, that by ſo dreadful a judgment, 
thoſe who ſurvive theſe abominable con- 
temners of thy divine power, and all ſuc- 

_ ceeding generations, may be thereby admo- 
niſhed to treat thy divine Majeſty with be- 
coming reverence, and to glorify thy ſa- 
cred name. If I ſhall be found guilty of 
the charges exhibited againſt me by __ 
malicious and. falſe accuſers, may thoſe 
judgments. fall upon. me, which I have 
imprecated on their heads, and may free- 
dom and happineſs be the portion of ' thoſe 
of my enemies who now ſeek my deſtruc- 
tion, But, when thou ſhalt diſcharge thy 
Wrath againſt the iniquitous fomentors of 
— rebellion, I beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
pare the reſt of the people, and preſerve 
them in peace, e and laftey, and 
in due reſpe& and obedience to thy ſacred 
commandments ; and this requeſt I pre- 
ſume to make, becauſe I conceive it would 


A 


* & And it came to pas, as he had made an end 
of ſp aking all theſe words, that the ground clave 
afunder that was under them: and the earth opened 
her mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and their hou- 
fes, and all the men chat appertamed unto Corah, 
and all their goods. They, and all that appertained 
to them, went down alive into the pit, and the 
earth cloſed upon them: and they periſhed from 
_ the congregation. And all Iſrael that were 
round about them, fed at the cry of them: for they 


the * earth opened under their feet, and Dathin, Abis 
ſwallowed up Dathan, Abiram, and all mn. od 
their accomplices and abettors in the ſedi- ers fatiowen - 
| tion, together with their tents, cattle, im- up by the 
plements of war, and every article belong- qu"; xVI. 
ing to them; and in an inſtant the chai za, 33: 

lo exactly cloſed, that not the ſmalleſt 

trace or veſtige of the rupture was diſcern- 

tble. Thus was a formidable and dange- 

rous inſurrection terminated, by an event 

that muſt ever be conſidered an illuſtrious 

inſtance of the power and providenee of 
„„ / - 

After Pe Jefrudicn of Dathan; Abiram, 

and their accomplices, Moſes aſſembled 

the candidates for the pontifical dignity, 

and the two hundred and fifty before- 
mentioned attended, they being men of 

great eminence among the Hebrews. With 

theſe came Aaron and Corah, they firſt 
approaching the tabernacle. While they 

were all employed in offering up inqzae ? 
with their cenſers, a ſudden fire appeared, 
| which was ſo fierce and ardent as to ſurpaſs 

the violence of burning mountains or vol- * 
canoes, or whole foreſts in conflagration, 

while the wind gave additional power to 

the deſtructive and devouring quality of the 

other element. This fire was ſent from 

Heaven, it being impoſſible that a flame ſo 

fierce and ſubtle could be produced by an 

natural means; and, in an inſtant; it ſo | 
entirely conſumed the bodies of Corah and Corah and 
| his two hundred and fifty adherents, 'that 3 Ar 
not the ſmalleſt particle thereof could be a fite from F 
[ diſcovered. Of 9 number of peo= 11 
ple aſſembled before the tabernacle to offer xIV. 35. 
up incenſe, Aaron alone ſurvived, and he 
remained perfectly unhurt by the fire that 
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XVI. 3b, 32, 23, 34.— Hence it appears, that the 
earth ſwallowed up Dathan, Abiram, and all their 
aſſociates and foHowers, who abetted them in giving 
ſupport to the ſcilmatical rebellioi of Corab ; but 


though thoſe appertaining to him, or eſpouſing his 


cauſe, fell by this judgment, another fate was re- 
ſerved for him, as one of the two hundred and fifty- 
one candidates for the prieſthood, being equally dread- 
ful with that experienced by Dathan, Abiram, and 
their 9 and at the ſame time as fully ex- 


ſaid, Left the earth {ſwallow us vp alfo.” Numb. 


e of the wonderful power of Go. 


* 
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had fo aſtoniſhingly devoured his vain and 
ambitious competitors for the office con- 
ferred upon him by the eſpecial appoint- 
ment of God. 


A brazen To perpetuate the memory of this fignal } 


mari! of he Judgment, ® Moſes commanded Eledzar, the 


zudgment, ſon of Aaron to affix the cenſers of the 
vc. zo, 40. perſons who had ſo miſerably periſhed to 
the brazen altar, in order that future gene- 
rations might be thereby admoniſhed, that 
the power of the Almighty is not to be 
eluded by human artifices or cunning. The 
miracle which the people had witneſſed, 


convinced them beyond all doubt, that 


Aaron had not been advanced to the pon- 
tificate through the partial interpoſition of 
his brother, but that he had ſucceeded 


thereto in conſequence of the eſpecial ap-| 


pointment and direction of Heaven. 


Ar. . 


The Iſraelites again murmur againſt Moſes, 
upbraiding him as being the cauſe of all 


their calamities. The miraculous budding 


of Aaron's rod, whereby his election receives 
further confirmation. The Levites ex- 
empted from military diſcipline. The re- 
venues and emoluments of the prieſts. Cuſ- 
, Foms of the Nazarenes. The king of 
Idumea refuſes the Hebrews a- paſſage 
_ through his a:minions. The death of Ma- 


riam, fifter of Moſes. The purification of 


the people. Moſes leads the peaple through 
the deſart into Arabia. The death of 


Aaron. 


Holl the miraculous operations 
8 of the divine Being ſerved to check 
4 the ſpirit of rebellion, it was far from ex- 
tinguiſhing it; for the ſedition of which 
we have given the particulars, was follow- 
ed by another populous tumult, ariſing 
from a cauſe that ſeemed to render the re- 
ſtoration of public tranquillity extremely dif- 
ficult. Having adopted the idea, that the 
acts of divine providence to which they had 
been witneſs, were in conſequence of the 
interference of Moſes, the people vehe- 
mently exclaimed againſt him, as being the 
cauſe of all their ſufferings, contending, 


ant 


— 


—_ 


* «© And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
unto Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron the prieſt, that he 
take up the cenſers out of the burning, and ſcatter 
thou the fire yonder ; for they are hallowed. The 
cenſers of theſe ſinners againit their own ſouls, let 
them make them broad plates for a covering of the 

"altar : for they offered them before the Lord, there- 
fore they are hallowed: and they ſhall be a ſign un- 
to the children of Iſrael. A nd Eleazar the prieſt 

took the brazen cenſers, wherewith they that were 

- burnt had offered ; and they were made broad plates 

for a covering of the altar: to be a memorial unto 

' the children of Iſrael, that no ſtranger, which is not 
of the ſeed of Aaron, come near to offer incenſe 
before the Lord ; that he be not as Corah, and as 
his company.” Numb. XVI. 36. &c. God orders 


1 


* 


— 


that the ſins of the people would not have 
beon puniſhed with ſuch great ſeverity, had 
not the Almighty been induced to manifeſt 
his diſpleaſure by the interpoſition of Mo- 
ſes. They imputed the deſtruction of the 
perſons who had lately fallen victims to 
the vengeance of offended Heaven, to the in- 
ſtigation of Moſes, whoſe private intereſt 
they pretended was promoted by the miſ- 
fortunes. of others, which alſo ſerved to 
confirm his brother in the prieſthood, and 
intail the ſucceſſion thereof upon his fami- 
ly.; for, after ſo terrible a fate as the former 
competitors had met with, all other than 
the deſcendants of Aaron would be deterred 
from aſpiring at the dignity of the pontifi- 
cate. The prevailing diſcontents afforded 
the friends and relations of the deceaſed a 


|| favourable opportunity for expatiating on 


the neceſſity of reſtraining the exhorbitant 


power of Moſes, which, they aſſerted; it 
{| was a duty incumbent upon them no lon- 


ger to neglect. 


Obſerving the tumultuous difpoſition of 
the people, Moſes prudently reſolved to 
purſue ſuch meaſures as were calculated to 
avert the impending ſtorm. He iſſued or- 
ders for the people to be ſummoned toge- 
ther, and upon their meeting, he requeſted 
that they would enumerate the cauſes of 
their complaints, that he might be the bet- 
ter enabled to yield them relief. He pa- 
tiently attended to them, while they reca- 
pitulated their grievances, and made no 
obſervations thereon, but appointed the 
chiefs of the tribes to bring into his pre- 
ſence their rods, they being inſcribed with 
the names of thoſe tribes to which they re- 
ſpectively belonged, propoſing that the chief 
on whoſe rod any eſpecialmark or ſign of 
the favour of God ſhould appoar, ſhould 
be confirmed in poſſeſſion of the pontifical 
otfice. This propoſition was unanimouſly 
agreed to ; and the rods were accordingly 
brought, bearing the. inſcriptions as di- 
rected; and Moſes for the preſent, depoſited 


them in the tabernacle of God. 


On the following day, Moſes produced the 
rods in preſence of the princes of the tribes, 
who, from-the inſcriptions, eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed which was the property of each par- 


that the prieſts ſhould throw the incenſe, which 
was yet burning in the cenſers, to ſome diſtance 
from the tabernacle, and probably into that place 
where it was uſual to throw the aſhes from the altar. 
Levit. VI. 11.—The cenſers having been employ- 
ed in ſacred uſe, it was unlawful to apply them to 
common purpoſes ; and therefore God commanded, 
that they ſhould be beaten into broad plates, and 
laid over the great brazen a'tar, or the altar of burnt- 
offering, and not over the altar of incenſe, which 
was overlaid with pure gold. The cenſers were 
made of braſs. The altar of incenſe was in the holy 
place, which was inacceſſible, and therefore had the 
plates been put there, they would not have anſwer- 


ed the end of heing a ſign to the people. 
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l miracle ticular perſon. The other rods were found || gulations, Moſes provided, that the Levites 
zarov's preciſely in the ſame ſituation in which they || ſhould yield thirteen of the cities to the 
Ful. 8. bad been. delivered to Moſes : but, to the prieſts, and likewiſe the tenth part of the 
aſtoniſhment of the beholders, that be- || tythes, exclufive of the firſt fruits of all 
longing to Aaron was found not only to || their products of the earth, as an offering 
have * ſprouted out with branches, but ac- || to the Almighty. The firſtling of every 
tually to bear ripe almonds, it being made || quadrupede offered in ſacrifice, if a male, 
of the tree naturally producing the fruit that || was to be preſented to the prieſthood, to be 
thus miraculoufly appeared upon it. This || eaten by them in the holy city: but with 
wonderful ſpectacle at once convinced the || reſpect to thoſe animals that were not per- 
people of the predeliction of the Almighty in || mitted to be .caten, the law preſcribes, 
favour of Aaron, and compleatlyextinguithed || that the owners fall each preſent a 
that inveterate animoſity they had ſo long || ſhekel and a half, inſtead of the firſt- 
entertained, both againſt Bim and his bro- ling; and for the firſt-born of a man, 
ther Moſes. © In admiration of the great five ſhekels are to be paid; and the prieſts 
power of God, the candidates for the pon=|| were entitled to a tax upon wool, corn and 
tificate withdrew their claims, and yielded || breae . f 
the right of election to Aaron, whereby he By the obligation of an oath the Naza- Cuſloms of 
and his poſterity were a third time, through || renes.; pledge themſelves neither to wear the Naza- 
the interpoſition of Heaven, confirmed in || their. hair, nor drink wine. Upon the ex- VI. Numb. 
the prieſthood, the future right of inherit - piration of the time during which the vo W 
ing that office not being the cauſe of fu- as to continue in force, upon preſenting 
ture controvetſy or contention.” This was || themſelves: to have their hair conſecrated, 
the happy period when the troubles of the || whatever they offered in ſacrifice became 
Hebrews ſubſided, after a long courſe of || the property of the prieſts. The people 
domeſtic feuds, . animoſities and. diſſen- calling themſelves - Corban,: a word, ſigni- 
tions. © Oo - Jlfying, a gift of God, when deſirous of be- 
The tribe of Levi being peculiarly appoint- || ing releaſed from the obligation of a volun- 
ed to the, exerciſe of the ſacerdotal func- || tary vow, were ſubject. to a duty ta be paid 
tions, Moſes exempted them from all at- the prieſts, conſiſting of fifty ſhekets Br a 
gen to military diſcipline; and this he || man, and thirty for à woman. Such of 
did, in order, that the common employ-theſe people as were not in circumſtances 
ments of life might not interfere with their || to pay the money, were to comply with 
religions duties. -Moſes ordained, that im- ſuch terms as might be dictated by the di- 
mediately after the Iſraelites ſhould come etetion of the prieſt, t. 
into poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, ſix of | "Perſons killing beaſts for domeſtic uſe, 
the beſt cities ſhould be ſelected for the re- || and not for ſacrifice, were commanded to 
ſidence of the Levites, to whom alſo were||allow the prieſts the breaſt and the right 
aſſigned two thouſand cubits of land ſur- || ſhoulder of each animal, and they were to 
rounding the walls thereof; and in addition || make the ſin- offering mentioned in the pre- 
hereto, it was ſtipulated, that they ſhould || ceding'book of this work. Moſes ordained, 
receive a tenth part of the profits arifing|| that of all contributions to the prieſts, a 
from all the fruits of the earth, to be regu- proper portion thereof ſhould be aſſigned to 
larly paid to the prieſts and Levites by the the uſe of their wives, children, and ſer- 
other part of the Hebrew nation. From vants ; but this rule did not extend to the 
the time of its original eſtabliſhment to the ſin- offerings, which are to be eaten of only 
preſent day, the people have chearfully || by the prieſts officiating at the altar, within 75 
contributed a tythe of the produce of their || the temple, and on the fame day on which 


lands towards the maintenance of the prieſts the ſacrifices are made. ,* 
and I ent un ts The ſedition among the Hebrews being 
In addition to the above-mentioned re- appeaſed, and the multitude having bound 


r 


—— 
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*« And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, Speak it ſeems that there was an appearance in ons places 
unto the children of Uracl, and take of every one of of buds, in ſome that buds Were fully thruſt forth; 
them a rod, according to the houſe of their fathers, in ſome that bloſſoms were opened, and in others 
of all their princes, according to the houſe of their that thoſe bloſſoms were knotted,” and grown into 
fathers, write thou every man's name upon his || almonds. All theſe pre:ernatural transformations 
rod.” Numb, XVII. r, 2. There are uppoſed happened in the ſpace of one night, which could 
to have been thirteen rods, the poſterity of Joſeph not but afford the ſpectators an amazing proof of 
being divided into twelve tribes, befides the tribe of || the diſtinction made by God between Aaron and the 
Levi. It is probable, that each of the chiefs took || relt of the Iſraelites. This miracle was ſo rteQly 
a twig or a branch from one and the ſame almond- || convincing, that we do not find any ſubſequent 
tree, And it came to paſs, that on the 'morrow, || controverſy reſpe&ing the right of Aaron's family 
oſes went into the tabernacle of witheſs, and be- to the peculiar poſſeſſion of the pontificate. 
b | held the rod of Aaron for the houſe of Levi was || + About one ſhilling one penny balfpenny Eng- 
budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed liſh. * | | 


r themſelves 


— 


bloſſoms, and yielded almonds.” Ver. 8. Thus ö 


army, with an aſſurance, that no violence 


a paſſage through his dominions. 


The death of 
Mariam; 


were buried with great funeral pomp upon 


that had not known the yoke, to a ſmall 


finger ſeven times in the blood of the beaſt, 


in the cleaneſt place that could be found. 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


themſelves under a promiſe of obedience to 
Moſes, as we have before related, he led 
them to the borders of Idumea, and then * 
diſpatched ambaſſadors to the king of that 


country, to requeſt a free paſſage for his 


or affront ſhould be offered his ſubjects, 
who ſhould be paid for whatever neceſſa- 
ries they might ſupply his people with, 
during their progreſs through his territo- 
ries. The Idumean king refuſed to com- 
ply with this requeſt, and ſtationed an ar- 
my upon his frontiers to oppoſe the He- 
brews, in caſe of their attempting to force 
Here- 
upon Moſes had recourſe to the advice of 
the Almighty, who fignified that he did 
not approve of Moſes being the aggreſſor 
in a contention with the Idumeans. In 
conſequence of this, Moſes directed his 
courſe by the way of the deſart. 

This was the beginning of the month 
Xanthicus, the fortieth year. from the, de- 
parture of the Hebrews from Egypt being 
compleated ; and Mariam, the ſiſter of 
Moſes, dying at this time, her remains 


a mountain bearing the name of ＋ Sin. Af- 
ter thirty days mourning for the death of 
Mariam; Moſes purified the people. 


lows : the prieſt led a young red heifer, 


diſtance from the camp, and, in a clean 
place, killed it : after which he dipped his 


and therewith ſprinkled the holy taberna- 
cle: He then placed the whole carcaſe, 
together with the ſkin and intrails, upon 
the altar, and a ftick of cedar, ſome hyſ- 
ſop, and a ſmall quantity of wool dyed 
ſcarlet. When the whole was conſumed, a 
young man of unſpotted chaſtity was em- 
ployed to collect the aſhes, and lay them 


Thoſe who having touched a dead body, 
or attended at a funeral, for the purpoſe of 
purification, were to caſt part of the aſhes 
into fountain-water, and after dipping a 
bunch of hyſlop into it, ſprinkle himſelf 
therewith on the third and the ſeventh days. 


n C'S * 


Ko 8 * n * > '% 
— - - 


The 
ceromony of purification was as fol- 


cation to be adhered to, when the Iſraelites 
ſhould inherit the land of Canaan. 

After purifying the people on occaſion of 
the death of Mariam, Moſes led them 
through the deſart into Arabia. Op their 
arrival at the capital city of that coun- 
try, then called Arce, but now bearing the 
name of Petra, Moſes predicted to Aaron, 
that the period of his mortal exiſtence was 
near. Hereupon, Aaron aſcended. a very 
high mountain, and having reached the 
ſummit, he took off his pontifical ſtole, and 
delivered it to his ſon Eleazar, he being the 
immediate heir to the prieſthood. In the 
ſight of the whole Hebrew army,. Aaron 


yielded up his breath, in the hundred and ,, 
Aaron died ax 
in the firſt moon of the month which the 
Athenians call Hecatombeon, the Macedo- 
|| nians Lous, the Hebrews 4 Sabba, and the 


thirty-third year of his age. 


Romans Auguſtus. Mariam died four 
months before her brother Aaron. 


CHAP Y. 


The Hebrews engage and defeat the Amo- 
rites, and Sihon, the king of that people, 
rs lain. They make an incurſion into the 
the dominions of Og, king of Galadene, 
who falls in battle. By a conqueſt over 
the people of Galadene, they acquire à rich 
booty. => f 


X FTER a mourning of thirty days on 
occaſion the death of Aaron, Mo- 


ſes led the Hebrew army to the river Ar- 


non, which falls from the mountains of 
Arabia, and after running through the 
whole defart, empti 
Aſphaltitis, dividing the country of the Mo- 
abites fram that of the Amorites. To the 
king of the laſt mentioned people, whoſe 
name was Sihon, Moſes ſent a reſpectful 
meſſage, requeſting permiſſion for his ar- 
my to march through his country, and 


promiſing that, if his requeſt was complied 


with, the Hebrews ſhould neither offer an- 
noyance to his ſubjects, nor commit any 


devaſtations upon the land, in the courſe 


of their journey. Sihon not only refuſed 
to concur in this requiſition, but immedi- 


„ 


* And Moſes ſent Meſſengers from Kadeſh, 
unto the king of Edom.“ Numb. XX 14. Edom 
is another name of Eſau, the founder of the nation, 
and from him communicate] to his poſterity, and to 
the country itſelf. Let us paſs, I pray thee, through 
thy country: we will not paſs through the fields, 
or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells: we will go by the king's 
highway; we. will not turn to the right-hand, nor 
to the left, until we have paſſed thy borders.” Ver. 


17. And the children af Iſrael ſaid unto him, we 


will go by the high way: and if 1 and my cattle 
drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will 
only (without any thing elfe) go through on my 


2 


feet.” Ver. 19. Thus he promiſed not to injure 
the cultivated part of the country, by marching his 
people through it, and not, without making ade- 
quate compenſation, to drink of the' wells that were 
the property of private perſons, but only of the ri- 
vers which were for common uſe and convenience. 
By the phraſe, I will only go through on my 
feet,” is implied that his people ſhould paſs with all 
poſſible expedition, or as faft as their feet would 
carry. them, | | | | 

+. Scrip. Zin. WOT 

1 Bochart in his Hieroz. Part II. lib. III. c. 13. 
ſays it ſhould be Ab, or Abba. . 


itſelf into the lake 


_ ately 


[Book ' 
| Moſes commanded this ceremony of purifi« 
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ately marched a powerful arm to the fords 4 total defeat of his ally. But relying 
of the rivers; for the purpoſe of obſtructing on the approved valour of hits troops, this 
the-paſſage of Moſes and his followers. intelligence did not deter him from the re- 
- " Being thus appriſed of the hoſtile diſpo= || ſolution of hazarding an engagement with 
ſition of the Amorites, Moſes was of opi- the Hebrews. But his hopes of ſucceſs . 
nion, that it would be prudent immediately || were diſappointed ; for upon a battle taking 
to attack the enemy, rather than give them place, his whole army was cut off, and The He: 
time for putting themſelves into a better || the king was among the number of the brews gain 
condition for proſecuting a war. However, lain. Og was a man highly celebrated _ TY: 
he determined to conſult the Almighty, as for his bravery, and diſtinguiſhed for his oh 
to whether he ſhould attempt a paſſage by | bodily ſtrength ; he was of a gigantic ſta- 
the force of arms through the country off ture, as appeared from the dimenſions of 
the Amorites, or direct his courſe ſome || the bed whereon he was accuſtomed to re- 
other way. God not only gave him per- poſe, which was found in his palace at 
miſſion to attack the Amorites, but affured || Rabatha ; it was nine cubits in length, 
him that he ſhould obtain a victory over and four in breadth, the frame being made 
that people. Thus encouraged, Moſes ad- of iron. WI 
dreſſed to the people a diſcourſe calculated || Paſling the river Jaboc, Moſes made an 
to animate them with a confidence of ſuc-¶ incurſion into the dominions of Og, where 
ceſs. He then led the Hebrews towards || he ſubdued all the cities, and putting the 
the enemy, whom they attacked with fur- || inhabitants to the ſword, acquired immenſe 
priſing fury. The charge was ſo fierce as booty, the country being extemely fruitful, 
to throw the Amorites into the utmoſt con- and the people poſſeſſed of greater riches 
fuſion, and they had recourſe to flight, || than thoſe of any of the adjacent parts. 
hoping to ſecure themſelves , within their The fall of Og not only contributed to 
, | walled towns: but the Hebrews being he preſent eaſe and ſecurity of the Iſrae- 
ſwift of foot, and lightly armed, purſued || lites, but proved the foundation of great 
them, diſcharging darts, arrows, and other future advantages ; for they poſſeſſed them- 
miſſile weapons, againſt thoſe who they] ſelves of no leſs than fixty. of his ſtrong 
were unable to overtake, The weather || holds and fortified cities; and the plunder 
being exceedingly hot, the fugitives ſtopped || was ſo great, that upon its diviſion, every 
at a river to quench their thirſt, where individual of the Hebrew army ſucceeded 
great numbers of them were ſlain by the||to property of conſiderable value. x 
Bla, tingof conquerors, ' and among them was Sihon,, EE 1 
erde the king of the Amorites. Thus was a CHAT: VI; 
* *compleat victory obtained over the Amo- uf 1 ho Mr 
rites, upon whom a terrible ſlaughter was || ar” TOE TOE Hebrews and t e Ma- 
committed. The Hebrews obtained a 222 / 10 37 7 5 2 1 er l 
eat booty; particularly in grain, of which TS OY COONEY RY OT T O 
Cay 115 in belt with, The har-|| be 1s for b1dder by God. Balaam riding 
veſt being ſtill upon the ground, they took || on an 4% is intercepted in a narrow paſ- 
poſſeſſion of whatever corn and other arti- Vage, by an angel, and the aſs Jpeaks. 
Ges, their neceſſities required, without dan- The angel reproves. Balaam, who there- 
r of moleſtation, the enemy being re-|| , RS Ped 4 Wael: Fever e 
| ily to the'ſtate of the moſt contemptible|| © edted. * Balaum s prophecy: © Various 
weakneſs, in conſequence of the flower of Fi, 9th wulars relating to Balaak and Ba- 
their army being cut off in the battle. n - The Madiani Fes adp t the counſel 
The diſcomfiture of the Amorites aroſe of 2 De V. gelten degener ks 
from two caufes ; namely, their puſillani- || Marr, vn 58 „„ 
mity, and the want of military kill, and 34 25 a Madianite: Moſes repro- 
diſcipline ; for they had neither prudence|| | HA” Sy toy 1 o tbe Hebrews, EM 
to avert the miſchief that threatened them and: e 296 felt; By "Di 
nor courage to reſiſt the aſfailants. The "ui e ene N 
place, which by this conqueſt the Hebrews || er ee e 
gained poſſeſſion of, is a kind of peninſula, 8 


— 
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OON after the conqueſt over the land 
of Galadene, Moſes removed the He- 
brew encampment to a ſpacious plain, op- 


it being ſituated between three rivers ; the 
| Arnon being on the ſouth, the Jaboc, which 
falls into the Jordan, on the north, and poſite Jericho, an opulent city, ſituated 
the river Jordan itſelf on the weſt. in a part of the country remarkable for 
The [fraelites had now another enemy || producing palm-trees and balſam. Their 
do encounter in Os, the king of Gadalene, 0 ſucceſſes ſo elated the minds of the 
and Gaulonitis, who while he was leading || Iſraelites, that they became almoſt ungo- 
powerful army to the relief and ſupport || vernably impatient to engage in other mar- 
of Sihon, received the unwelcome news of | tial enterpriſes ; and wiſhing to encourage 


; : this 
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this ſpirit of heroiſm, Moſes determined | 
to employ a part of his forces againſt the 
Madianites. Having offered up prayers 
and ſacrifices to God, Moſes ordered a de- 
tachment of his army to march into, and 
lay waſte the country, and deſtroy the ci- 
ties of the Madianites, in order to chaſtiſe 
them for a conduct the particulars of 
which we ſhall now proceed to relate. 
Obſerving the rapid increaſe of the pow- 
er of the Hebrews, . Balaak, king of the 
Moabites, became greatly alarmed for the 
ſafety of his own dominions. He appears 
to have been ignorant that God had inter- 
dicted the Iſraelites from attempting to ſub- 
Jugate any other country than that of Ca- 
, naan ; but, though knowing that his pow- 
er was not ſufficient to maintain a war a- 
gainſt them with any proſpect of ſucceſs, 
he was extremely defirous of having re- 
courſe to fome meaſures that might ſerve 
to check the rapid progreſs of their arms. 
He therefore ſent ambaſſadors to conſult 
with his allies, the Madianites, as to what 
meaſures it would be moſt proper to purſue 
for the common ſafety of the two countries. 
Upon this application, the Madianites ſent 
Balaak's ambaſſadors, and ſome of their 
leading men beyond the Euphrates, in ſearch 
of Balaam, in order to prevail upon him 
to pronounce a curſe againſt the Iſraelites, 
he being a man in high eſtimation, on ac- 
count of his poſſeſſing the gift of prophecy, 
they doubting not of fis ready acquieſcence, 
ſince they were perſuaded he was ſtrongly 
attached to their intereſts. 
Balaam received the ambaſſadors with 
the utmoſt reſpect, and when they had ex- 
plained the purport of their commiſſion, 
he ſupplicated the Almighty to direct him 
in what manner he ſhould act. The an- 
ſwer he received from Heaven was, that 
he ſhould not comply with the requiſitions 
of the Madianitiſh meſſengers. Upon this, 
Balaam informed the ambaſſadors, that he 
muſt decline a compliance with the requeſt 
they had made, not from diſreſpect to the 
 Mandianites, but bhecauſe. his concur- 
rence would be highly offenſive to God; 
Informing them, at the ſame time, that the 
people on whom they had ur 
pronounce a curſe, were highly in the fa- 
vour of the Almighty, and that the beſt 
advice it was in his power to recommend 
was, to effe& a compromiſe, by whatever 
means ſuch an end might be attained. 
Hereupon, the ambaſſadors returned, and 
made a report of what had paſſed with 
Balaam, which proving highly unſatisfac- 
tory to Balaak, he importuned the Madi- 
anites to ſend them back with a commiſſion 
: to repeat the requeſt with which Balaam 


| 


| * Maimonides, one of the beſt of the Jewiſh 


| 


ged him to 


| 


writers, underſtands all that is ſaid in Scripture, re- 
lating to Balaam's aſs ſpeaking, to be a 16lation of | 


had refuſed . to comply. Upon the ſecond 
application of the ambaſladors, and their 
making him large promiſes of reward, on 
condition of his compliance, Balaam re. 
queſted they would wait for. his, reply till 
he ſhould have again conſulted . the will 
of Heaven. He then implored the counſel 
of Heayen, and the oracle told him, that- 
he might indulge his inclination in follow. 
ing the ambaſſadors : but, underſtanding 
this in its literal ſenſe, and not as the lan- 
guage of reproof, he informed the meſſen- 
gers that he had obtained the permiſſion of 

God to accompany them for the purpoſe of 
uttering a malediction againſt the Iſraelites. 
Being mounted on an aſs, Balaam departed 
with the ambaſſadors for the country of the 
Madianites. On the way, he was encoun- 
tered in a narrow paſſage between two walls, 
by an angel, whereby the progreſs of the 
animal on which Balaam rode was ob- 
ſtructed. Upon this, Balaam corrected 
his beaſt, when the Almighty being pleaſed 
to & endow her with the power of ſpeech, ſhe 
expoſtulated with her maſter on his injuſtice 
in beating her, for not proceeding. forward 
when the paſſage was obſtructed by an an- 
gel of the Lord; adding, that this was the 
firſt time ſhe had ever diſobeyed him. 
Upon his hearing the aſs 
man creature, Balaam was aſtoniſhed and 
buked him for having preſumed to under- 
take the preſent journey, in. contradiction 
to the expreſs will of God. Balaam now 
prepares to return ; but God ſignified to 
im, that he might proceed, on condition 


that he ſhould utter only what ſhould be 


dictated to him by Heaven. a 
Purſuing his journey, Balaam experi- 
enceda gracious reception from Balaak, who, 
being attended by his royal retinue, ac- 
companied the prophet to the ſummit of 
one of the higheſt mountains in the neigh- 
bourhood, for the purpoſe of taking a view 
of the encampment of the Hebrews. This 
mountain was at about the diſtance of ſixty 
furlongs from the Hebrew army. Balaam 


ordered ſeven altars to be erected, and ſe- 


ven oxen, and the ſame number of rams 
to be prepared for ſacrifice. In a ſhort 
time, the victims were offered to God, 
preparatory to forming a judgment as to 
what would be the iſſue of the controvegſy 
ſubſiſting between the Iſraelites and their 
adverſaries. Looking towards the Iſraelites, 
Balaam delivered the following preſages: 
« You are the happy people, who ſhall 
enjoy the bleſſings of God in the greateſt 
abundance ; providence will be your guide 
and protector; and in the innocence and 
probity of your manners, and the prac- 


what happened to him in a dream; and in this opin- 
ion many of the moderns concur, : 
tice 


ſpeak. like a hu- Bilan's a 


terrified ; and the angel of the Lord re- XXII. u 
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tice of righteouſheſs and virtue, you will |, far as poflible, comply with the deſites of 
exceed all other nations. You ſhall have || king Balaak and the Madianites; let other 
poſſeſſion of the land of promiſe, which ||altars be- erected; and other facrifices be 
ſhall be an inheritance» to you and your || prepated, that I may make another effort 
rity for ever. Your deſcendants ſhall || to: obtain the permiſſion of God to curſe 
be ſo numerous, that every part of the || the Iſraelites. | | 
world ſhall contain a ſtock of your family ; || Balkam's 


_ 


Q 


your fame. For the preſent, you muſt repeated: but God would not ſuffer him 
content yourſelves with the land of Canaan : ¶ to curſe the Hebrews ; inſtead of. doing 
| but, be aſſured, that the time is approach- || which, he proſtrated himſelf on the earth, 
ing when you ſhall have the whole world || and predicted the fate: of many great kings, 
for your habitation. Not only the conti- || and famous cities, ſome of which are not 
nent, but the iſlands ſhall be peopled with || yet built ; but what he foretold with re- 
your offspring, who in number ſhall be as || gard to others has been fully verified in our 
the ſtars in the Heavens. But, notwith- || time ; and therefore it may reaſonably be 
ſtanding the multitude will be infinite, they || inferred, that his other prophecies will be 
ſhall not experience the miſeries of want ; || fulfilled. The king was ſo invcenſed againſt 
for through the mercies of God, they ſhall || Balaam, that he abruptly diſmiſſed him; 
enjoy plenty and peace, they ſhall diſtin- | without any part of ihe rewards promiſed 
guiſh themſelves. by their ſuperior bravery || him. Balaam having travelled as far as 
and proweſs in arms, and their enemies || the river Euphrates, he thence diſpatched 
ſhall become their fervants.. But remem- | a meſſenger to Balaak and the Madianites; 
ber, that you muſt not omit gratefully to || to requeſt a conference with them, having 
acknowledge the bounty of providence, in || fomething to communieate that would 
beſtowing » theſe gifts upon you, and to || prove more agreeable than what he had be- 

adore that Almighty being, who alone can || fore delivered; another meeting being a- 

_ exalt or depreſs you, as your deſerts or de- greed upon, Balaam addreſſed king Balaak 

- merits may require.” mee. and the princes of Madian in the following 
- Balaam's ſpeech proved highly offenſive )))) 
to Balaak, who upbraided him in terms of To convince you, O king; and you, 
great ſeverity, with a violation of his con- princes of Madiati, that I am earneſtly diſ- 
tract. With the promiſe of gratifying you || poſed to gratify your inclinations; though 
with rich cewards, I invited you hither, || I may thereby act, in ſome degree, contra- 
faid the king, for the purpoſe of uttering a || ry to the will of God, I am now to inform 
curſe againſt the Iſraelites : but, inſtead of || you, that I have conceived an expedient; 
complying with my expectations, you have || by means of which I hope I ſhall be able 
pronounced them to be a people peculiarly || to render you very acceptable ſervice: 

diſtinguiſhed by the bleſſings of Heaven.” || not imagine that the deſtruction of the He- 

Hereupon Balaam made the following re- || brews is ever to be effected by the force of 

AKA WRIT 1c * Farms, by peſtilence, famine, or any of the 

Does king Balaak imagine, that when || common calamities to which mankind are 

prophets are diſcourſing on the ſubject of expoſed ; for being under the eſpecial pro- 

future events, they are at liberty to ſpeak || tection of God, they are perfectly ſecure 
from the dictates of their own minds? We from being deſtroyed by thoſe depopulating 
are merely the paſſive inſtruments of the j ents. They may, and indeed cer- 
oracle, whereby the words we deliver are tainly. will, ſuffer ſome temporary inconve- 
ut into our mouths, and we do not even || niencies and afflictions: but thoſe they 
now what we ſay, being tranſported be- || will ſoon ſurmount. If the attainment of 
yond ourſelves by the influence of a ſuper- || a temporary advantage over them will yield 
natural and prophetical ſpirit. It is true, || you ſatisfaction, attend to the advice I am 
that I received, both from yourſelf and the || now preparing to give. Send into the car 

Madianites, an earneſt invitation to come || of the Hebrews a company of the m 

| hither; and I complicd, becauſe I was de- beautiful virgins you can ſelect, their natural 
firous of rendering you every ſervice in my || charms being diſplayed and improved by 

power. When 1 came, be aſſured 1 was ||the advantages of graceful apparel. When 
inclined to to do what I afterwards found the Hebrew youths ſhall addreſs theſe vir- 
to be without the compaſs of my abilities. gins on. the ſubject of love, let them prac- 

I had no intention of ſpeaking in favour || tice ſuch allurements- as may the more ſe- 
of the Hebrews, or of the bleſſings that || curely engage their affections: but, if they 
God has in ſtore for them: but the ſuperior || proceed to wagiton/ importunities, let them 

power having taken poſſeſſion of me, my || peremptorily declare their reſolution im- 
words were no longer under the govern- || mediately to depart. When the Hebrews 
ment of my own will, and what you have |} intreat them to remain, let them be in- 
heard me fay was the effect of a divine and || ſtructed to withhold their conſent, but on 
irreſiſtible influence. But that I may as || the condition, that their ſuitors ſhall re- 
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nounce the laws of their country, and a- 
bandon the worſhip of that God by whoſe 
command thoſe laws were delivered to 
them. By this ſtratagem they will be in- 
duced to practice the religion of the Moa- 
bites and Madianites, and . conſequently 
they will provoke the diſpleaſure, and incur 
the vengeance of Heaven.“ BB a 
Having delivered this ſpeech Balaam de- 
parted. a ! 2 5 el | q 


c In purſuance of Balaam's advice, the 


Madianites ſent their daughters into the 
Hebrew camp, and the young men becom- 
ing paſſionately enamoured of them, they 
had recourſe to the alluring artifices in which 
they had been inſtructed, for ſecuring the 
conqueſts they had obtained; and when 
they had ſucceeded in that point, they af- 
fected a reſolution of immediately returning 
to their friends; whereupon the young 
men uſed every entreaty and perſuaſion they 
were able to deviſe, for prevailing upon them 


their object to attain, the virgins thus ad- 
dreſſed themſelves to the Hebrew youths : 


« It is not that we are deſtitute of pro- 


perty or friends, that we have viſited your 
encampment ; we are as tenderly beloved as 
we could with to be by our parents; and 
our motive is not to advance our fortunes 
by the diſpoſal of our perſons for the gra- 
tifications of your defires. Conſidering you 


as ſtrangers, to whom our company might 


be agreeable, we came hither, merely from 
a principle of hoſpitality and kindneſs. 
Believing you to be men of *honour, we 
have made no ſcruple of behaving to you 
with as great a ſhare of freedom as is con- 
ſiſtent with virtue and innocence. You 
profeſs an ardent eſteem for us, and avow 


that you cannot conſent to our departure 
without great unwillingneſs. We candid- 


ly. confeſs, that we are not averſe to a com- 
pliance with your requeſts: but our con- 
ſent is to be obtained by no other means 


than under an aſſurance of chnjugal faith, | 
whereby we ſhall be warranted in indulging 
the ſatisfaction we deriye from your compa- 


ny and converſation. If, on any other terms 
than thoſe of marriage, wWe ſhould yield 


our perſons into your poſſeſſion, your love 
of variety might deprive us of your affecti- 
ons, and we might be ſent back to our re- 
lations and friends with the loſs of thoſe in- 
valuable treaſures, virtue and reputation. 
Vou, therefore, will not judge ſeverely of 
us for our ſolicitude on a point of ſo tender 
and delicate a nature. We find that you 
obſerve certain cuſtoms that are altogether 
. peculiar to yourſelves, even with reſpect to 
the articles of food and drink, Now, if 
it ſhall be agreed for us to unite in the con- 
.nubial ſtate, it muſt be an indiſpenſable 


1 


to protra& their departure, Finding they 
had acquired the aſcendancy which it was 
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of affection that you entertain for us. You 


| cannot expoſe yourſelves to cenſure for ador- 


ing the dieties of the country into which 
you are come to reſide: whereas the God 
of your worſhip is an unknown being, and 
the object of no other adoration than that 
of the people of your own perſuaſion.” 

So greatly were the infatuated Hebrews 
under the dominion' of their ſenſual appe- 
tites, that they became the dupes of the ar- 
tifices of the Madianitiſh women, with 
whoſe propoſitions they immediately com- 
plied, abandoning the worſhip of their 
forefathers, adopting the opinion of a plu- 
rality of Gods, and making uſe of all kinds 
of food indifferently. This apoſtaſy rapid. 
ly ſpread through the whole camp, and was 
productive of anlinſurrection more dangerous 
than any of the former. 


* 


Zimri, one of the princes of the 


of his wife, Zimri made an ppen profeſſion 


of his marriage, and alſo of his contempt 


of the Moſaical rites and inſtitutions, and 
his defection therefrom to idolatrous wor- 
ſhip. Matters being thus circùmſtanced, 
to avert the ſtill more fatal conſequences 


that threatened to enſuèe, Moſes aſſembled 


the people, and expoſtulated with them on 
their degeneracy from the righteouſneſs of 
their anceſtors, in gratifying their ſenſual 
appetites, whereby they committed ſo flag- 
rant a violation of the expreſs commands of 
God, who muſt be highly incenſed againſt 
them for their abominable wickedneſs. He 
admoniſhed them to a timely repentance, 
and to prove themſelves men ef reſolution, 
not by an impious perſeverance in a con- 
tempt of the divine laws, but in ſubduing 
their intemperate affections. Moſes did 
not direct himſelf to any: perſon in particu- 
lar, imagining that if he had done ſo, thoſe 
who might conceive themſelves to be point- 
ed at moſt peculiarly as the objects of re- 
proof, might give way to their anger and 
reſentment, and render the tumult more 
deſperate and difficult to be appeaſed. 
When Moſes had concluded, Zimri fpoke in 
the following manner 
« You are perfectly at liberty, Moſes, 
to regulate the conduct of your lite accord- 
ing to your own laws and'ordinances. They 
have been long in uſe, and from that cir- 
cumſtance it is that they maintain their 
credit and authority. I here avow myſelt 
to be one among the number of the He- 
brews who are determined no longer to ſub- 


mit 
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condition, that-you adopt our cuſtoms and 
manners, and follow the mode of worſhip 
which we practice; for your veneration to- 
wards our Gods will be the criterion where. 


by we ſhall be able to judge of the degree 


tribe of TheHebren 
Simeon, married a Madianite named Coſbi 
the daughter of, Zur, a man of high rank wothip of 


in his country. Through the perſuaſions 2 und. 


a poſtatize 
» "rom the 
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mit to your tyranny and oppreſſion. Un- 


der the plauſible pretext of recommending 


the worſhip of God, we know that your 


view is to eſtabliſh yourſelf in power and 
greatneſs, and, to obtain that end, you wiſh 
to extinguiſh in our minds the very deſire 
of enjoying liberty. The vaſt. promiſes 
you made, upon our coming out of Egypt, 
are in no reſpect fulfilled ; for now, groan- 
ing under the oppreſſion of Moſes, our 
condition is as grievous as when we were 
in bondage to our former oppreſſors. You 
aſſume to yourſelf the peculiar privilege of 
making laws, and of inflicting upon us ſuch 
penalties as they exact; but you are the 
man moſt particularly deſerving puniſh- 
ment, for having oppoſed to general reaſon 
and practice, the fanciful inventions of your 
own mind, thereby abrogating the cuſtoms, 
rights, and privileges eſtabliſhed by the 
common conſent of nations. 
conduct I can diſcover no cauſe of re- 
proach, and I am as ready to avow the al- 
liance J have formed, as 1 ſhall, on all 
eccaſions, be to juſtify that meaſure, 1 
confeſs, that I no longer practice the reli- 
gion of the Hebrews ; and muſt add, that, 
in my conception, it is unreaſonable that 
any man ſhould, by the forms of a deſpotic 
government, be compelled to adhere; to 
the notions and opinions of any individual 
whatever.“ ie 
This ſpeech was expreſſive of the ſenti- 
ments of the whole faction, of which Zi- 
mri was one of the principal inſtigators. 
The people waited for ſome time with great 
impatience, to ſee what would be the re- 
ſult of the matter in controverſy, expecting 
that it would be productive of more violent 
contention, and probably of public miſ- 
chief: and this apprehenſion was increaſed 
upon obſerving that Moſes made no reply 
to vindicate himſelf againſt ſo outrageous 


an inſult and provocation. Moſes, how- || 


ever, deemed it moſt prudent to remain 
filent, ſuppoſing a reply to the inſolent 


ſpeech of Zimri might afford the faction 
an opportunity of proceeding, to, diſorderly 


and riotous behaviour. 


The daring contumacy of Zimri exaſpe- | 
rated Phinees to the higheſt, degree of in- 


dignation. He was deſcended from an il- 
luſtrious family, and held in the higheſt 


eſtimation, as being a youth of uncommon 


bravery and virtue. He was the ſon of 
Eleazar, the high-prieſt, and Moſes was 
his great uncle. Senſible that if the laws 
were deſpiſed and vilified, and if the arro- 
gance and impiety of Zimri were to paſs 
with impunity, the contagion of his ex- 
ample would ſpread among the multitude, 
and the greateſt miſchief would naturally 


enſue, Phinees determined to execute ven- 
geance upon the ringleader of the faction. 
He therefore haſtened to Zimri's tent, and 


In my own || 
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with bis ſword killed both him and his wiſe Zimiri and 
Coſbi at one thruſt. This Exploit inſpirs Perf _ 


ing his companions with a ſpirit of emula- | 
tion, they furiouſly aſſaulted the reſt of the 
faction, and put great numbers of them to 
death; and thoſe who eſcaped the ſword, 
periſhed in a very ſhort time after by the 
Judgment of a peſtilence, which not only 
carried off thoſe who had been actively 
concerned in the ſedition, but alſo ſuch of 
their kindred, who by their influence and 
authority might have interpoſed for its ſup- 
preſſion. The number of Hebrews who. 
periſhed by the plague amounted to four- 
teen thouſand. * 


The practices of the Madianites were ſo 


diſpleaſing to Moſes, that he diſpatched a 
powerful army to chaſtiſe them, which. 
was effectually done, as the reader will find 
related in the following chapter. 
place bear teſtimony to the candour and 
generoſity of Moſes. Though Balaam 
could not obtain permiſſion to curſe the 
Hebrews, he gave ſuch counſel to the Ma- 
dianites as corrupted the purity of our re- 
ligion, and ſeemed to threaten the whole 


community with ruin: but notwithſtand- 


ing this, Moſes had the candour toghonour 
Balaam by recording his prophecies and 
predictions in his writings. Without a 


probability of the falacy being detected, 
Moſes might have claimed to himſelf the 


merit of the prophecies of Balaam: but 
having too much ſincerity to aſſume the 
reputation properly belonging to another, 
he did juſtice to the memory of Balaam, 


tures; 
The Hebrews defeat the Madianites with 


try. The vaſt booty obtamed from the 
enemy divided. Moſes appoints' Faſbua 

his Fray The tribes of Gad, Rubel, 
and the half tribe of Manaſſes, petition 
Moſes to grant them the country of the 

Amorites ; and he complies with their re- 
queſt upon certain conditions, Moſes 
uilds ten cities. An ordinance eſtabliſhed 
relating to the inheritances of the different 
tribes. . an ti. 
O chaſtiſe the inſolence df the Ma- 

dianites, Moſes difpatched againſt 
them an army of twelve thouſand men, a 
thouſand being taken from each tribe. The 
command of this force was given to Phi- 


nees, by whoſe means the laws had been 


vindicated, and Zimri, the violater of them, 


* * 


* *. * 1 » -- = r 


*The ſcripture ſays, twenty · four thouſand. 
Numb. XXV. 9. ö 
| puniſhed, 


It is but juſtice, that we ſhould in this | 


as we found recorded in the holy ſcrip- 


great ſlaughter, and lay waſte their coun= 


by Phinees: 
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puniſhed. Upon receiving intelligence, 

that the Hebrews had marched to the bor- 

ders of their country, the Madianites col- 

lected their troops, and fortified as many 

of the paſſes as time would admit, and in 

other reſpects put themſelves into a defen- 

ſive poſition. A battle taking place, the 

The Madia- Madianites were compleatly difcomfited, 


por No the number of the ſlain being immenſe. 
23 Among thoſe who fell in the battle, were 


the five Madianitiſh kings, whoſe * names 
were Ochus, Sures,. Robeas, Ures, and 
Recem. The capital city of Arabia received 
its name from the laſt mentioned of theſe 
kings, he being the founder of it. The 
original inhabitants called the place 
Rekem ; but the Greeks gave it the name 
of Petra. | 

After having vanquiſhed the enemy, the 
Hebrews laid waſte their country, and put 
to the ſword not only all the men, but ſuch 
of the women as were not in a ſtate of vir- 
ginity, in purſuance of the directions which 
Phinees had received from Moſes. The 
Hebrew army returned unhurt, taking with 


them a vaſt booty, conſiſting of fifty-two || ty 


thouſand and fixty-ſeven oxen, fifty thou- 
ſand aſles, and veſſels and houſhold utenſils 
of gold and filver to an immenſe value; for 
the Madianites were extremely opulent, and 
lived in the greateſt ſplendour and magni- 
ficence imaginable. The Hebrews alſo 
took with them thirty thouſand virgins. 
Moſes made a diſtribution of the booty, 
according to which, one fiftieth part there- 
of was allotted to Eleazar and the prieſts , 
another fifticth was aſſigned to the Levites 
and what remained was ſhared among the 
people, who were thereby enabled to enjoy 
the bleſſings of plenty and eaſe. 
HFaving now arrived to an advanced age, 
Moſes nomi- Moſes, in obedience to the command he 


” wy _ had received from God, conſtituted Joſhua | 


ſor, his ſucceſſor in the ſeveral functions of a 
rophet, and the leader and governor of the 
ſraclites. Moſes had trained up Joſhua in 

ſtrict obedience to the laws of God, and 
inſtructed him in a perfect knowledge of 
human inſtitutions. | 
About this, the two tribes of Gad and 
| Reubel, and the half tribe of Manaſles, 
Joined in a petition to Moſes, requeſting 
that he would aſſign to them the country 
of the Amorites. This country, which 
the Hebrews had lately conquered, abound- 
ed in the fineſt paſture, and therefore it was 


admirably adapted to the convenience of 


ple who had vaſt poſſeſſions in different 
inds of cattle. Moſes underſtanding this 
© * requeſt as proceeding from a deſire to avoid 
being concerned in martial exploits, he up- 


— 
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* Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba. 


braided them with cowardice and indo. 
lence.” I perceive, faid Moſes, that your 
| deſign is to appropriate to yourſelves the 
advantages reſulting from a common war, 
for the ſake of indulging yourſelves in lux. 
ury and eaſe. Your companions whom you 
now e to abandon, have many and 
great exploits to perform on the other ſide 
the river Jordan, before they will be able to 
ſubdue, and extirpate their enemies, and 
ons poſſeſſion of the country which God 
* been pleaſed to promiſe they ſhall in- 
erit. 

The conduct of the petitioners appear- 
ing to be unſatisfactory to Moſes, they al- 
ledged in their defence, that they were not 
actuated either by the apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, or a diſpoſition to inactivity and in- 
dolence, but merely with a view to obtain 
poſſeſſion of a ſpot of land where they 
might depoſit their property in ſecurity, 
while they ſhould take an equal part with 
their companions in the proſecution of the 
wars: they added, that if Moſes would 
be pleaſed to aſſign them towns for the ſafe- 
of their wives, children, and effects, 
they ſhould be enabled more eſſentially to 
contribute towards the promotion of the 
common welfare, and they would, with the 
utmoſt chearfulneſs, and in deſpite of every 
danger and difficulty, march wherever they 
ſhould be commanded. Moſes expreſſed 
himſelf perfectly ſatisfied with what they 
had faid ; and then requeſted the attendance 
of Eleazar, the high-prieſt, Joſhua, and 
the other magiſtrates and leading men of 
the different tribes ;' and in the preſence of 
thoſe perſons, he formally aſſigned to them 
the land of the Amorites, conditionally, 
however, that they ſhould join their coun- 
trymen in a league offenfive- and defenſive 
againſt the common enemy, and not de- 
ſert their cauſe, till the wars ſhould be 
brought to a concluſion. Upon their a- 
greeing to abide by theſe conditions, they 


were put into poſſeſſion of the country, 
where they erected ſeveral ſtrong cities, 
placing in them for ſecurity their wives, 
children, and all their fortunes. a 
In the ſame country Moſes built ten ci- 
ties, being part of the forty, which were 
to be erected, as we have faid before, be- 
yond the river Jordan. Three of theſe ci- 
ties he appointed to be ſanctuaries or places 
of refuge, for ſuch of the people as ſhould 
be the occaſion of the death of others by 
accident, or without malice prepenſe. The 
refugee was to remain in baniſhment during 
the life of the high-prieſt, under whoſe ju- 
riſdiction the homicide took place; but 
upon his demiſe, he was to be reſtored to 
his former privileges. During the term of 
the baniſhment, it was declared to be law- 
ful, for any of the kindred of the _ 
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[that had been lain, to put dhe homielde] critical hour, ben 1 \perodive the end ef 


— 


to death, if he was foung without the walls my-days is rapidly approaching; I muſt not 
of the city where hie had fled for refuge : be fo far forgetful of my duty, as to omit any 
but this potrer was not granted to any other]| endeavours for the promotion of yourhap- 
than the relations of the dedeaſed. The pineſs, ' by: py to you; wherein that 
cities of refuge were Bofor, on the borders n confilt, and by directing you 
of Arabia; Ariman, in the county of Ga. in the means for attaining it. The indefa- 
jadene; and Gaulademan, in the land of || tigable real 1 have employed for the ad- 
Batanæa. Moſes commanded, that when vancement of your intereſts, will doubtlels 
the Hebrews ſhould have poſſeſſion of the inſure belief to what I hall now ſay, efpe- 
land of Canaan, three places of ſanctuary eially when you conſider, that I have in no 
ſhould be erected there, among the cities inſtance deceived, or diſappointed you, and 
of the Levites, and that they ſhould' be un- that there is ſotnething facred; and com- 
der the ſame regulations with the three manding of belief, in the declarations of a 
above mentioned. 7 I dying man. | 8 
Solophades, a man of eminence in the Be aſſured, that human happineſs is only 
tribe of Manaſſes, died about this time, to be obtained through the favour of the 
leaving daughters, but no male iſſue. In Almighty, who alone has power to beſtow 
conſequence of this event, ſome of the chief bleſſings upon the righteous, and afflict the 
men of the tribes ſubmitted the following || wicked with miſeries. Conduct yourſelves 
queſtion to the deciſion of Moſes : Whe- || conformably with the commands of God, 
ther the daughters of Solophades were to and thoſe precepts and inſtructions which 
ſucceed to the poſſeſſions of their deceaſed I have delivered to you, under his divine 
father? The determination of Moſes Was, authority and appointment; and you ſhall 
that if the daughters married perſons be- not fail to be celebrated in every part of 
longing to their own tribe, they would be the world for your virtues, and envied for 


intitled to the inheritance: but that, upon your happineſs and proſperity ; and you 


ö 


forming alliances with either of the other will thereby ſecure the continuance of all 
tribes, that right would become extinct. the bleſſings that you already 'enjoP, with 
This reſolution was paſſed into an ôrdi- the addition of whatever bounties can 
nance, purporting, that the property of contribute to render your ſelicity ſuperior 
each tribe ſhould be preſerved entirely diſ- to that of any other people. Reſign your- 
tin, and that the people ſhould not be] ſelves to the will of Gd, and ſtricthy ob- 
permitted to transfer their inheritance from] ſerve all his commands, and all the pro- 
one tribe to another. Wt miſes that he has been fo graciouſly pleafed 
V lkto make in your favour, will be fully ac- 
HAP. VIII. 


The dying 8 of Moſes 9 ©. 7.4 FS tremely careful not to give other laws a 


* 


He recommends divers laws and ordinances P reference to thoſe delivered to you through 


for ot/ 7 my agency from the Almighty, nor to ad- 
a 7 , Y 2 7 + 2 2 * mit any innovations in the eſtabliſhed mode 


| that I recommend to you, and you ſhall 
ary * ORT years, within thirty days, not only prove victorious over, but invin- 
, Moſes L being elapſed ſince the redemption of cible to the power of your enemies; for 
ec e the Hebrews from the Egyptian bondage, hen God is on your ſide, no inferiority of 
epd Moſes aſſembled the people at a place now || numbers, or other circumſtances of appa- 


- 
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"rug river Jordan, and in the neighbourhood of || ſucceſs in all your undertakings. Glorious 


multitude to the following effect: - |] virtue, the poſſeſſion of that quality is in 
*©It being the pleaſure of the Almighty, |[ itſelf the greateſt bleſſing attendant, upon 
now that I am in the hundred and twenti- : 
eth year of my age, to remove me from this || being but auxiliaries towards conſtituting 
world, though I can no longer render you] the happineſs of this life. As the means 
ſervice by my counſels in peace, or the of exalting your preſent happineſs, and of 
power of my ſword in war, I derive. great tranſmitting your fame and reputation to 
conſolation'in' the cireumſtance of leaving || poſterity, 1 moſt earneſtly recommend you, 
my countrymen and fellow ſoldiers with a neither yourſelves to tranſgreſs, nor to coun- 
proſpect as favourable as they could wiſh || tenance other people in the violation of thoſe 
before them, of obtaining poſſeſſion of the written laws and inſtitutions which I have. 
land which the Lord has been pleaſed re- delivered to you by the eſpecial direction 
Peatedly to promiſe, ſhould become their of God; and further, I am to inſtruct you 
inheritance. Even at this important and that you muſt conſider yourſelves as being 
wy ( Dd. under 


compliſhed. I admoniſh you, to be ex- 


The death and character of Meſes of religious worſhip. Purſue the advice 


and cini Called Abila, fituated on the banks of the rent diſadvantage, can diſappoint you of 
axioa, 2 field of palm- trees. He addreſſed the and infallibly certain as are the rewards of 


this ſtate of mortality, all other adyantages 


163 


- 


106 THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


[Box 
under an indiſpenſable obligation to make 


| by reminding you of your miſconduct, if I 
the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of thoſe ſa- did not conceive, it neceſſary that you 
cred laws the ſubje& of your daily ſtudy and ſhould be admoniſhed againſt falling into 
_contemplation. . _ A ſimilar indiſcretions. Be careful, that when 
Io ſee you eſtabliſhed in peace and hap-¶ you ſucceed to the wealth and plenty of 
pineſs, is the whole I have to wiſh for in the land of Canaan, the enjoyment of thoſe 
this world; and that deſireable end being bleſſings does not tempt; you to the indulg. 
obtained, I ſhall chearfully reſign my life | ing of luxury and indolence, and to be. 
to that Almighty and beneficent being from] have with irreverence towards God, vand 
hom I received it. All that it is in my] diſreſpect to your ſuperiors; for if you 
power to do in your behalf, is to recom-|| ſhould .ſo degenerate, inſtead of a friend 
mend an exact obſervance of thoſe precepts} and protector, you will find in the Al- 
of prudence and piety which I have com- mighty an incenſed avenger of your wick- 
municated to you, by the order of God, |edneſs, through whoſe diſpleaſure you will 
for. the proper regulation of your lives, to- | be expelled from the promiſed country, and 
gether with a due conformity to the orders | conſigned to wander over the face of the 
of your ſuperiors, that will be eſfpecial- |tarth, being diſtinguiſhed as the moſt con- 
ly appointed to provide for and promote temptible of the whole human race. 
your welfare and happineſs. While you To guard againſt the danger of an 
worſhip him with pure ſincerity and ardent|apoſtaſy from the faith you profeſs, when- 
zeal, that God, under whoſe government youſ ever you obtain a victory, do not give quar- 
have hitherto acted, and to whoſe bene- | ter to your enemies, in order that you ma 
volence you are indebted for all the bene- | be the leſs liable to be ſeduced into idolat 
fits that have been conferred upon you, | by a correſpondence with, the people of 
through my interpoſition, will never aban- || other-- nations, who might corrupt your 
don you: on the contrary, he will con- principles, and ſeduce you to trangreſs the 
ſtantly watch over, and protect you, and, laws and religion of your anceſtors. 
with unremitting care and attention, pro- Let fire and ſword be vigorouſly employed 
vide for you, in every exigency to which it] in the deſtruction of the idolatrous groves 
is poſſible you can be expoſed. | and temples, even, if it were ſpoſſible, to 
After my departure, you will not want] the annihilation of the very memory of 
excellent monitors; for Eleazar, Joſhua, | their exiſtence. 1 
and the other Ju men of the differ-} Further to aſſiſt you in the right under-, 
ent tribes, will, on all occaſions, be ready] ſtanding and regular diſcharge of your du- 
to afford you ſuch advice as will bel ties, by the expreſs command of God, I 
neceſſary for the proper regulation of your] have writen a body of Laws, preſcribing 
conduct. It will become you carefully to] proper rules for the adiminiſtration of pub- 
avoid every appearance of a ſtubborn or re- lic affairs, and likewiſe for, the manage- 
fractory behaviour towards theſe people, to] ment of your private and domeſtic concerns. 
whom you are required to comport your-| Your ſtrict obſervance of theſe rules and ordi- 
ſelves with reſpect and reverence. nances cannot fail to render you the moſt 
Be careful leſt a paſſion for as extending] proſperous and happy people in the univerſe. 
your liberties ſhould ſeduce you to ſuch] Upon the conclufion of his diſcourſe 
mutinous proceedings as have hitherto oc-| Moſes delivered to the people a book of laws Moſes dete 
curred. Let me prevail upon you to avoid this|and. precepts in writing, for inſtructing? wy 
indiſcretion, to which you have, on various| them in the management of their public and — 
occaſions, proved yourſelves to be unfor-| domeſtic affairs. Finding that Moſes was and precp 
« tunately addicted; and reſt aſſured that] on the point of being eternally ſeparated 1 
your prudence in this reſpect will be amply] from them, they were exceedingly afflicted, public 1 
rewarded. Heaven defend, that you ſhould ] deſpairing of again having a governor ſo pine 
ever betray ſo blameable an impetuoſity | highly in the favour of the | Almighty, 2 
of anger againſt any of my ſucceſſors, as] and in every other reſpect ſo admirably 
you have frequently manifeſted towards] qualified to advance their proſperity and 
me. You are ſenſible that my life has] happineſs. The recollection of the ſeve- 
been often expoſed to greater danger from| rities and outrages they had been guilty of 
your unfounded prejudices, than from the in the deſart, ruſhed upon the minds of 
- malice of our moſt inveterate enemies. | the people, and. plunged them inte the 
My motive in recalling theſe tranſactions to] moſt unbounded - ſorrow. |; Oppreſſed by 
your memory, is not to reproach you there-| ſhame and the conſciouſneſs of guilt, they 
with: when they occurred, you muſt ac- expreſſed their contrition and the poignancy 
knowledge, that I was not tranſported to} of their grief in violent exclamations of ſor- 
any violence of anger againſt you; and row. Obſerving the multitude tranſport- 
now that I am about to take an eternal} ed to ſuch exceſs of grief, Moſes interpoſ- 
farewel of you, I would not diſtreſs you, * his authority, and prevailed upon them 
| - | | to 
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tance of In the land of Canaan, let one holy city 
* dude erected, 
8 age He count of its 


t6 moderate their paſſions. Tie then again 
ſolemnly exhorted them to the conſtant 


' ſtudy and obſervance. of the laws he had 


delivered to them, and diſmiſſed the aſ- 
ſembly. We ſhall now proceed to give an 
abſtract of the written laws delivered to the 
Hebrews! ' (4.954 2 


upon that ſpot which, on ac- 
Kreil and beautiful rent 
on, God ſhall, by the agency of his pro- 
= pet for chat purpoſe. In this 
Poly city let there be one temple erected, 
and in that temple one altar, to be made 
of unhewn ſtones from 'the quarry, they 
being varniſhed, after being put together, 
to give them a mote: agreeable appearance. 
The aſcent to the temple, and the altar 
muſt not be by ſtairs,” or 1 By but by 
a gradual riſing of the ground. In the 
other cities, there muſt be neither temples 
nor altars built, the Hebrews being one uni- 
ted people, and worſhipping but one God. 
He who ſhall blaſpheme the holy name 
of God, ſhall be ſtoned to death; his body 
ſnall be publicly expoſed during one day 
upon a gibbet, and then be thrown into 
the earth with contempt and infamy.- 
Three times in every year, let the whole 
nation of Hebrews repair from all quarters 
to the holy city, to offer up thankſgiv- 
ings to God for bleſſings. already received, 
and to implore a continuance of his mer- 
cies. By the freedom and chearfulneſs of 
a virtuous converſation, friendly diſpoſiti- 
ons are created, and ſocial love is en- 
couraged: but without ſuch meetings and 
interviews, the advantages of a mutual com- 
munication of ſentiments and ideas would 
be loſt, as would alſo be many opportu- 
nities of conferring and receiving benefits. 
Excluſive of the portion aſſigned to the 
prieſts and Levites, let one tenth of what 
the fruits of the earth ſhall produce by 
fale in the markets, be expended in fa- 
crifices and feſtivals in the holy city; for 
it is but reaſonable, that we ſhould dedi- 
cate part of the fruits of the earth to that 
Almighty Being to whom we are indebt- 
ed for all our poſſeffions. © 
The hire of a harlot is forbidden to be 
offered up in ſacrifice, for the Lord holds 
in abomination whatever is obtained by the 
fin of proſtitution. If a dog or bitch ſhall 
be let for hire for coupling, in order to 
preſerve the breed of hounds or ſhepherd's 
dogs, the gratuity received for the uſe of 
the animal muſt not be offered up as a ſa- 
erifice. Let no man ſpeak ill of the Gods 
of other nations, nor rifle their temples, 
nor take therefrom any article dedicated to 
JJ... 
Let no Hebrew, unleſs he be a prieſt, 
wear a garment formed of a mixture of 


* + 


oel and linen; for to the * 


the 


the court; for reſpect and reverence towards 
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| | prĩeſthodd a- 
lone thoſe veſtments art aſſignet. 

In every ſeventh year, upon the celebra- 
tion of the feaſt of the tabernacles, let 
the prieſt read from the pulpit, ſo audibly 
as to be heard by the whole congregation, 
the book of the law ; and on this occaſion 


not only women and children, but even 
flaves, and in ſhort, people of all deſcrip- 


tions, are to be admitted into the temple ; 
for when the law is once impreſſed upon 
the minds of the multitude; it will never 


be eraſed from their memories: this know- - 


ledge being communicated to them, they 


cannot have recourſe to the plea of igno- 


rance in excuſe of any improper action: 

Let eſpecial care be taken for inſtructing 
children, at an early time of life, in the 
knowledge of the law. Let them be 
oonſtantly in the morning and the evening, 
reminded of the goodneſs of the Almighty, 


who delivered their forefathers from the 


Egyptian bondage, and extended to them 


innumerable other mercies and bounties; 


for, to return thanks to God for former 
bleſſings is a duty as indiſpenſable, as to 


implore him to beſtow new ones. 


For 


the inſtruction of children, let ſome of the 


rincipal inſtances of the power and good= 
neſs of God be written Arn the d er 
their habitations, and let them wear in- 
ſeriptions of the ſame kind upon their 
heads, about their arms; and on different 
parts of their bodies, ſo that memorials 
of the Almighty providence may be con- 
tinually preſented to their obſervation. 


In every city, let a council of ſeven 


magiſtrates be eſtabliſned. They muſt 


be men of exemplary righteouſneſs and vir- 


tue; and for inſtructing each of theſe 
claſſes of rulers in the proper diſcharge of 
their public duty, let two of the Levites 
be appointed. The ' dignity of the feat of 
juſtice muſt be rigidly maintained : there- 


fore, let no man preſume to utter an inde-, _. 


cent or intemperate expreſſion in preſence of 


political governors will gradually habituate 
the people to a love of common * and 
a pious awe towards God, of our duty 


and infinite obligations to whom we can- 


not be forgetful, while we yield reſpect 
and reverence to his miniſters. From the 


deciſion of the judge, there muſt be no ap- 
peal, except in caſes of manifeſt injuſtice, 
or corruption. Juſtice muſt be adminiſter: 
ed without regard to power, interſt; 
or affection. It is a reproach to the 
power and goodneſs: of Heaven, to be 


more fearful of diſpleaſing a man Uf 
wealth, power, and authority, than offer- 
ing an offence to God: If it ſhall hap- | 

„ g 4 R 


* Bochaft, in his Hierozoic, repreſents 'this 25 an. 


N lib. ii. S. 45, P+ 491. Edit. London. 1 
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pen, that, either from not being in poſſeſ- 
ſion of facts, or from their being miſ⸗ + 
repreſented, the judges, ſhall : be incompe- 
tent to decide upon any queſtion before 


— 


city, that the controverſy may be brought 
to an iſſue by the determination of the high 
prieſt, the prophet, and the ſenate. 

Let no evidence operate to 'convictidn, 
unleſs it be adduced by two or more wit- 
neſſes, who ate men of known probity and | 


— 


The natural levity of women, and al 
. propenſity to talk much, and at random, 
are imperfections whereby they are declared 
to be diſqualified for giving evidence in 
: courts of judicature. | 

The ſervile condition of a ſlave may na- 
turally be expected to debaſe his mind: 
and probably by the terror of threats, or 
the hope of promiſed reward, he may be 
Nr upon to give falſe teſtimony : 
therefore he is not to be admitted as a com- 
petent witneſs. 

A man convicted of ſwearing fallſy ſhall 
be liable to the fame puniſhment that would 
have been inflicted upon the accuſed party, 
if the accuſation alledged lat him had 
been ſubſtantiated. 

If a man ſhall be found ad in a field, 
or in the public road, and the perſon who 
occaſioned his. death cannot be diſcovered, 
let a ſtrict, enquiry. be made after the author 
of the homicide, and public rewards be 
offered by. proclamation for bringing him 
to juſtice. If the enquiry as to how the 
man came by his death ſhall prove fruitleſs, 
let the magiſtracy, and the neighbouring 
townſhips aſſemble, and, by an exact mea- 
ſurement, aſcertain which town' is neare 
the ſpot where the dead body was found; 
and then let the inhabitants of that place 
provide a heifer, and take it to a rough ſpot 
of ground being unfit for cultivation; the 
ſine ws of the neck being cut, let the prieſts, 
Levites, and elders, waſh their hands with 
water over. the head of the heifer, and make 
a public proteſtation, that they know no- 
thing, either directly or indirectly of the 
commiſſion of the homicide. This cere- 
mony is to be concluded with prayers to 
God to preſerve that place in future; from 
the guilt of blood. 

With reſpect to political government, 
the ariſtocratical form is that which 1 
would recommend, in preference to any 
other. Let not the Hebrews change the 
political inſtitutions under which they now 
live; for if they do, it will moſt certainly 
be to their difadvantage. It is ſufficient 


* 


Thou ſhalt not plough with an ox ard an afs 
ether.“ Deut. XXII. 10. This law is ſuppoſed to 

h e reſpect to ſome. idolatrous cuſtom of the Gen- 
tiles, who were taught to believe that their fields 
would be more fruitfal ” being thus ploughed. It is 


manner they are to act in all ſituations and 
chem, let the caſe be removed to tlie holy 4 


ſtock and lineage. He mult be a man emi- 


the poſſeſſions of different 


—_ 


| notions; 
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that they have God for- their king and ſu- 
preme governor, and that the laws he has 
eſtabliſhed fully point out to them in hat 


eircumſtances of life. 

If, however, you ſhould betame * iy) 
of a monarchical government, be careful 
that you ſelect your king from your down 


nent for piety and other virtues; one who 
will exerciſe authority in ſtrict conformity 
[| with the command of God, and conſiſt- 
ently with the laws, rather an independ- 
ently thereof purſue the ſuggeſtions of 
his own mind; one, who in all caſes re- 
lating to the public, - will conſult: the high- 
prieſt and the elders, and not gratify his 
ſenſuality with a number of wives, and de- 
light in the pomp and magnificence of his 
{tation, to the neglect of his public duties, 
and the injury of the people under his go- 
vernment, for the ſovereign who ſhould ſo 
indulge his intemperate paſſions, would 
be likely to--encroach upon your li- 
berties, in order that he might have the 
leſs obſtruction in the purſuit of his own 
pleaſures. 
Land marks, or boundaries, ſeparating 
perſons, are on 
no conſideration to be moved; for they are 
the beſt ſecurity for a permanent peace, and 
unanimity. Let them be preſerved from 
decay, and be conſidered as ſacred as if they 
had been placed by providence. By break 
ing in upon the boundaries of land, occa- 
ſions are afforded for contentions, tumults 
and wars. The firſt fruits of trees which 
bear before the fourth year from the 
time of being planted, are neither to be 
{| offered in ſacrifice to God, nor to be eaten 
by man; for the fruit that ĩs produced be- 
fore the 0 ſeaſon, is rather to be con- 
aderedias an abortion, than as being in 
that ſtate ſufficiently perfect for uſe. But 
when arrived at maturity, let all the fruit 
of the fourth year be gathered, and convey- 
ed into the holy city, to be there employed, 
together with the tenth of other fruits, in 
entertaining the friends and acquaintances 
of the owner, and likewiſe widowys and or- 
phans. The produce of the fifth year, the 
the proprietor is allowed to apply entirely 
to his own uſe. 

Let not the oil planted with vines be ſowr- 
ed with grain; for it is ſufficient that the 
earth yield nouriſhment for the ſupport of 
thoſe plants; and if too much encumbered 
its vegetative powers would be weakened. 

Let the earth be plowed with * oxen a- 
lone; it being prohibited that beaſts of ſe- 


not likely that men would have yoked together ani-⸗ 
mals ſo different in their tempers and motions, un- 
leſs they were ind uced thereto by ſome ſuperſtitious 


veral 


| \ 
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veral kinds ſhould draw in the ſame 

& F 
| oy” ſowing the earth let not the ſeeds be 
mixed, not even two or three together; 
for ſuch confuſion and diverfify are unna- 
M Let not the male of one ſpecies of the 
brute creation couple with the female of 
another, leſt that example ſhould ſeem to 
give countenance to impure and unnatural 
mixtures and connections in the human 
race; for trivial beginnings have led to 
acts of the fouleſt extravagance; and the 
law muſt not be violated in matters ap- 
parently of ſmall moment, fince very im- 

rtant conſequences may refult therefrom. 

Let not. thoſe employed in the occupa- 
tion of huſbandry remove the whole crop 


* 


— 


from the land; they are "commanded to 


leave an ample allowance of gleanings to 
relieve the diſtreſſes of the poor. At the 
ſeaſon of the vintage, an allowance of 
grapes muſt be © preſerved for the poor, 
who alſo ſhall be intitled to # part of the 
fruit, when you gather your olives. ' The 
man who compathonates and alleviates the 
misfortunes of the indigent, will by the 
bounty of God, be more than compenſated: 


* Y . 
1 


with abundant produce. 


led; for it wonld not be reaſonable to 
reſtrain any creature from partaking of the 
produce of his own bout. 0 
if he is defirous of eating of fruit that 
has attained maturity, let not that privilege 
liberty of gathering and eating what por- 
tion he may deſire: but he is not permit- 
1 to carry any part thereof away with 
In conveying grapes to the preſs, let 
no man refuſe a bunch of them to a tra- 
veller, that he may eaſually meet upon the 
toad. To withhold: ſo ſmall a portion of 
the bounties the Almighty has gratuitouf 


— 


2 


ä 


| | ſuance of the directions of the law. 
for his charity; for His land will be bleffed to 
de. When the ox himſelf and the whole community of the 
treads out the corn, he is not to be mu#z- || 


tion of thoſe bleſſings. 
Hein 
be denied to any traveller: allow him the 
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ing their bondage under their Egyptian op- 
preſſors, that fhould | exerciſe com- 
paſſion and tenderneſs towards their fel- 


low creatures, by telieving their neceſ- 
ö 


fities in the proportion that their circum- 
7 
Excluſive of the two yearly tenths to be 
paid, as before ftipulated, the one to the 
Levites, and the other for defiaying the 
expences of the holy feſtivals, the third of 
the produce of every third year is appoint- 
ed to be applied to the relief of indigent 
widows and orp hans 


duce of his lands, let every man carry his 
firſt fruits to the temple, and having of- 


ſeriptions of the law, preſent them to the 
prieſts. This being done, previous to his 
departure, let him return thanks to God 
before the door of the temple, for having 
redeemed the Ifractites from their grievous 
flavery in Egypt, and given them poſſeſſion 
of a fruitful and pleafant Chaney and let 
him make public declaration, that he has 
contributed his tenths for the uſe of the 
Levites, and for the holy feſtivals, in pur- 


Then 
let him pray to the Almighty, both for 


Hebrews, imploring him to ant a con- 
tinuance of his bounties and mercies to 
them, and, in his infinite power and bene- 


volence, to vouchſate them an augmenta- 


arrived at years of maturity, let 
the men ſelect for their wives ſuch virgins 
as are well educated, and deſcended from 
virtuous parents. But let not that man 
| who declines to eſpouſe a. virgin preſume 
to ſeduce the wife of another man. 

It is not permitted that a freeman ſhall 
efpotife a bond-woman : if he contracts 
ſuch an alliance, the plea of love, Is, not 


. 


to be admitted in his defence; for a man, 
ho cannot conttoul and ſubdue tlie in- 


beſtowed, would be an act of injuſtice ; || temperance of his paſſions, forfeits his dig- 


therefore, if modeſty reſtrains a traveller 
from requeſting the means of refreſſitnent, 
let him be entreated to ſupply 


conſidered as a partner in what you poſ- 
els; and if a ſtranger, a principle of hoſ- 
pitality ſhould prompt you to urge him to 
participate in the bounties of Heaven. 
Whoever ſhall preſume to tranſgreſs the 
rules here preſcribed, ſhall be puniſhed with 
ſtripes, they not exceeding forty in number, 
to be inflicted by the common execution- 
ex; a puniſhment not too degrading to the 
man, who can condeſcend to facrifice and 
debaſe the dignity of his character from 
motives of avarice. Tt is incumbent on a 


and adduce evidence in 


nit, and degrades his character 
It is forbidden by the law for a man 


his neceſ- to contract marriage with a harlot or pro- 
lities. If he be an Iſraelite, he is to be ſtitute; for a nuptial ſacrifice from an un- 
clean perſon will not be acceptable to God. 
From marriages formed merely with views 
to ſenſual gratifications, à vicious offspring 


is generally produced. . 
A man who ſuppoſes he has married a 


virgin, but aſterwards has reaſon to be- 
lieve himſelf deceived in that opinion, is 


allowed to bring the ae to a trial, 

upport of his com- 
laint. On the other ſide, the father, the 
rother, and the next of kin, 9 112 
in juſtification of the woman. If ſhe be 
declared innocent of the charge, the huſ- 


People who ſuſtained ſuch hardſhips dur- 


| E E 2 


After thankfgivings to God for the pro- 


fered up facrifices, according to the pre- 


band 
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band ſhall be compelled to live in wedlock 
with her, and the marriage can. never be 
diſſolved, unleſs ſubſequent proofs of in- 
continency, too ſtrongly inconteſtible to 
admit of a doubt, ſhall-be produced. Who- 
ever ſhall falſely and maliciouſly accuſe a 
woman of infidelity to the marriage bed, 


| ſhall receive the corporal puniſhment of 


nine-and-thirty ſtripes, and pay a fine of 
fifty fickles to the father of .the woman. 
If it ſhall be proved, that ſhe had ſorfeit- 
ed her chaſtity, previous to her marriage, 


ſhe ſhall be ſtoned to death for her incon- 


tinency, if ſhe be a perſon in an inferior ſta- 


tion of life, but if ſhe be deſcended of an 
illuſtrious family, ſhe ſhall be burnt alive. 

Ifa man have two wives, and a greater 
affection for the one than the other, 
whether on account of her ſuperior beauty, 
or any other cauſe, and he ſhall be pre- 


vailed upon by the favourite wife to de- 


mand the right of primogeniture in favour 
of her younger ſon, to the prejudice of an 
elder ſon by another wife, let not the 
claim be admitted ; for ſeniority of birth 
gives the right to a double portion. It 1s 
not conſiſtent with juſtice, that the eldeſt 
ſon ſhould be deprived of his birth-right, 
through the partiality of his father to the 
mother of another of his ſons. 

If a man debauch a virgin contracted in 
marriage to another, both parties ſhall be 
deemed guilty, and ſuffer death according- 
ly ; the man for corrupting the woman, 
and the woman for yielding to his ſeductive 
practices. But if a man ſhall forcibly ſub- 
due the chaſtity of a woman, the puniſh- 
ment ſhall be inflicted upon him alone. 

A man who ſhall ſeduce a virgin, who is 
not under a contract of marriage with an- 
other he ſhall himſelf eſpouſe her, unleſs the 
father refuſes his conſent, in which caſe 
let a compromiſe be effected by theſeducer 
paying fifty ſhekels to the father. | 

A man being diſpoſed, from whatever 
cauſe, to be ſeparated from his wife, let 
him ſign an engagement, that he will 
never have further intercourſe with her, 
whereby ſhe will have authority to marry 
another man ; but without that formality 
of a divorce, ſhe cannot marry another 
huſband. If a divorced woman take a ſe- 
cond huſband, and upon his deceaſe, ſhe 1s 
inclined to return to the former huſband, 


he is not permitted to receive her. 


If a huſband dies, leaving a wife without 
children, let the brother of the deceaſ- 
ed eſpouſe the widow, and if ſhe ſhall 
bear a ſon to the ſecond huſband, he ſhall 
be called by the family name, and inherit 
the eſtate: for it will prove beneficial to 


the public that names of families ſhall be 


preſerved, ' and that poſſeſſions ſhall be 


| 
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further, the ſociety of ſo near a relation to 


relief to the woman. If the brother ſhall 


| refuſe to marry her, let the woman exhi- 


bit the caſe before the ſenate, ſtating, that, 
whereas ſhe had offered to remain in the 
family, that ſhe might increaſe it by bring. 
ing forth children, ſhe had received a re- 
pulſe from the brother of her deceaſed huſ- 
band, whoſe memory was thereby diſ- 
honoured. The man then departs from 
the court, being ſtigmatized with infrrn; 
during the remainder of his life; and the 
widow is at liberty to contract a ſecond 


her. * 1754 

A man taking a female captive, whether 
a maid, wite, or widow, may eſpouſe her, 
on condition, that they refrain from having 
intercourſe together as man and wife, un- 
til the priſoner ſhall have ſhaved her head, 
and have alſo conformed to the uſual cuſ- 
tom of mourning, for the ſpace of thirty 
days, for the loſs of thoſe of her relations 
and friends, who had fallen in the battle. 
If after having eſpouſed a captive, the huſ- 
band withdraw his affections from her, and 


to reduce her again to a ſtate of ſlavery. 


wards their parents, let them be admo- 
niſned in language to the following ef- 
fect: Notwithſtanding your irreverent 


worthy, and give you poſſeſſion of all the bleſ- 
ſings of life. But how ungrateful has been 
your return for our tenderneſs ! However, 
the frailties of youth, if not carried to ex- 
ceſs, are pardonable. You have acted in- 
diſcreetly ; - therefore acknowledge” your 
fault, and reſolve not toxgive cauſe for fu- 
ture complaint. 


verſe behaviour to thoſe, 'from whom you 
have received your being, and that your 
heavenly Father, conſiders the offences 
committed againſt your earthly parents, as 
being offered to himſelf, under the analogy 
of that common appellation, he being the 
creator and father of all mankind.” 

To have the ſeverities of the law inflict- 
ed upon children, would not be conſiſtent 
either with the honour or the happineſs 
of parents; and therefore perſuaſion is re- 
commended in preference to coercive means. 
But if parental authority and advice prove 
of ſo little effect, that they perſevere in 
their rebellious conduct, let them be ſub- 
ject to the penalties of the law, which de- 
clares, that they ſhall be taken out of the 


city 


Book Iy 
kept entire, rather than be ſeparated and 


her former huſband, will be a comfort and 


marriage wherever her choice may direct 


defire a ſeparation, he ſhall not be allowed 
If children ſhould behave undutifully to- 


behaviour, you know, children, that no 
endeavours have been omitted to educate 
you in ſuch a manner as might render you 


Perhaps you do not re- 
collect, that God is diſpleaſed at ur per- 
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city, and be there ſtoned to death, after 
which their bodies are to be expoſed during 


one day, as a public ſpectacle, and at night 


to be buried. 

Public enemies ſhall be allowed the ce- 
remony of burial ; for earth muſt be al- 
lowed for covering the bodies of the dead ; 
the law preſcribes in what manner offences 
ſhall be puniſhed, and it would be a crime 
of great ma nitude to proceed to greater 
extremities than the law allows. 

It is prohibited by the law, that one 
Hebrew ſhall lend to another either meat 
or drink upon uſury. The conſciouſneſs 
of having performed a friendly action, will 
ever be found more than ſufficient to com- 
penſate the author of it; for thoſe who 
exerciſe charity may reſt aſſured, that they 
will be amply rewarded by the Almighty. 
Let thoſe who borrow either money, or 
the fruits of the earth, whether wet or dry, 


chearfully return the amount of the ſame, 


as ſoon as they ſhall be in a condition ſo to 
do, which will be only depoſiting in the 
hands of another what you may, on a fu- 
ture occaſion, proture for your own uſe 
and convenience. 

If a debtor ſhall be fo "deſtitute of a 
principle of honeſty as to refuſe diſcharging 


an obligation he has contracted, the eredi- | 


tor muſt not enter his houſe, in order to 
obtain a pledge or ſecurity for his claim, 
but at the door of the habitation he is per- 
mitted to make a demand of the pledge, 
which the debtor is then to deliver to him : 
and no oppoſition to the award of a judge 
in favour of a creditor muſt be permitted. 
Any article depoſited with a creditor by 
way of pledge or pawn, may be retained 
by him till he receives ſatisfaction, pro- 
vided it be not eſſential to the comfort and 
convenience of the owner: but if he can- 
not conveniently ſpare it, let it be return- 
ed betore the ſetting of the ſun, eſpecially 
if it be a garment, leſt he ſhould have oc- 
caſion for it, to defend him from the cold 
JJ | 

A mill is not to be received in pawn, nor 
any article requiſite to working it, leſt the 
poor ſhould be deprived of the means ot a 
leine NY 

Let death be the puniſhment inflicted 
upon him who ſeduces away, or ſteals a 
man; and he who ſteals gold or ſilver, 


ſhall be compelled to make double reſti- | 


tution. | | 

The man who ſhall detect another in 
the commiſſion of robbery, or in break- 
ing into a dwelling, and ſhall put him to 
death upon the ſpot, ſhall not be liable to 
any puniſhment. | Bite! 
A man who ſhall ſteal a labouring beaſt, 
ſhall pay. to the owner thereof four times 


its value, except it be an ox, in which| 


| 


| 
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caſe the reſtitution. ſhall be five fold in va= 
lue. If the party accuſed be not in cir- 
cumſtances to make the compenſation, he 
ſhall become the ſlave of the perſon he has 
injured. | | 

In caſe of one Hebrew being ſold to an- 
other, he ſhall remain in ſervitude fix 
years: but on the ſeventh he ſhall be re- 
ſtored to freedom : but if he have children 
in his maſter's houſe by any of the female 
fellow-ſervants, and ſhall wiſh to continue 
in his ſituation after the expiration of the 
ſix years, he together with his wife and 
children, ſhall be intitled to freedom on 
the year of Jubilee, which is every fiftieth 


year. 


If a rhan finds gold or filver in the 
fields, road, or elſewhere, let him endeav- 
our, by means of the common crier, to 
diſcover to whom it belongs, in order that 
it may be reſtored; for it would be con- 
trary. both to juſtice and humanity to make 
advantage of the misfortunes of another man. 

If cattle go 'aſtfay, tet endeavours be 
uſed for diſcovering the owner, the finder 
keeping them to himſelf till they are claim. 
ed by the right proprietor, the party hav- 
ing poſſeſſion thereof ſolemnly calling God 
to witnefs, that he does not covet the goods 
of another man : r being demanded by 
the right owners, they muſt be reſtored. 

A man obſerving his neighbour's beaſt 
to be faſt in the mud, is enjoined to exert 
himſelf for releaſing the animal, as much 


as he naturally would do, were the creature 


his own property: 
He who ſees a traveller at a loſs in diſ- 
covering his way, muſt give him the beſt 
direction in his power for enabling him to 
purſue his journey ; fer it is barbarous 
either to ſport with ignorance, or obſtruct 


| the buſineſs of another man. 


Speak not ill of abſent people, nor of 
thoſe who are afflicted with deafneſs; 
If upon a ſudden diſagreement, without 
pre- conceived malice, one man ſtrike an- 


other, but not with a ſword, or other in- 


ſtrument of death, let immediate juſtice 
be done upon the aggreſſor, by giving him 
as many blows as he ſtruck the other. If 
the man who was aſlaulted, continue ill for 
ſeveral days, and then die, no action ſhall; 
in this caſe, lie for murder: but if he re- 
covers, the whole expence of his cure ſhall 
be defrayed by the party who aſſailed him. 

If a man ſhall kick or ſtrike a pregnant 
woman, ſo as to occaſion a miſcarriage, 
the judge ſhall condemn him to pay a ſum 
of money, for the loſs of a ſubject, and 
likewiſe another ſumz by way of fine, to 
the huſband ; but if ſhe dies in conſequence 
of the aſſault, the man muſt be put to 
death; for life muſt anſwer for life. 

If a preparation of any mortal or dan- 


gerous 
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he is to be put to death. 


_ oath, that he neither directly nor indirect- 


nor was in any reſpect concerned in em- 
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perous poiſon ſhall be found in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of an Ifraelite, and it ſhall appear, 
that his intention was to adminiſter. it to 
any one, his murderous defign ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with death. 
If a man ſtrikes out the eye of another, 
he ſhall forfeit one of his own, or com- 
pound with the complainant by paying him 
a ſum of money ; for if he thinks fit to 
moderate the rigour of the penalty for an 
injury he has received, the law permits a 
man fo far to execute the office of a judge. 
If an ox be of a vicious and miſchiev- 
ous temper, and addicted to goring people, 
If an ox kill any 
perſon, let the creature be immediately 
ſtoned to death, and no man muſt pre- 
ſume to eat of his fleſh: but it it ſhall ap- 
pear, that the owner had been informed 
of the fierce and vicious nature of the beaſt 
and had diſregarded the caution, he {hall 
himſelf ſuffer death, for not purſuing pro- 
per means for preventing the death of an- 
other man. In caſe of an ox killing a 
man or a woman ſervant, the beaſt ſhall 
be ſtoned to death, and the owner ſhall 
ay a fine of thirty 
of the deceaſed flave. If one ox kill an- 
other, the living and the dead animal muſt 
be fold, the produce of them be divided 
between the two proprietors. | 
If a man digs a well or a pit, he muſt 
cover it with boards, and caſt up a mound 


or bank about it, not by way of engroſſing 
the water to himſelf, but to give notice of 


the danger, and caution man and beaft 
againſt falling into it. If through the want 
of a proper. fence, or covering, a beaſt 
ſhall fall into a well or pit, and be loſt, 
the owner of the ground where the accident 
happened ſhall make ſatisfaction to the full 
value of the beaſt. 758 
Should a man receive a depoſitum, or 
ſomewhat in truſt, for the uſe of another, 
he is commanded to preſerve it as a thing 
ſacred. In caſe of the depoſitum being 
loſt, let the truſtee apply to the ſeven 
judges, and, in the holy name of God, make 


ly applied any part of it to his own ule, 


bezzling the property ; and he ſhall there- 
by be exonerated from the charge of violat- 
ing his truſt. But if it ſhall afterwards 
appear that he converted the ſmalleſt par- 
ticle of the property to his own uſe, he 
ſhall be compelled to make reſtitution to 
the full amount of whatever was entruſted 
to his care. | 
The moſt rigid punctuality muſt be ob- 
ſerved in paying the labourer his hire. He 
muſt not be defrauded of the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of what is due to him, and the pay- 


ſhekels to the maſter} 


mad 


ment thereof muſt not be delayed : but on 


jon children for the crimes of their fa- 
thers: on the contrary, if they are virtu- 


| theſe ſacred inſtitutions. 
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the fame day, when he has concluded his 
labour, let him receive his wages. 
Puniſhment is not to be inflicted up- 


ous, they are intitled to compaſſion on ac- 
count of the misfortune of being deſcend- 
ed from unworthy parents. Inſtead of be- 
ing deſpiſed on account of the iniquities of 
others, they are intitled to eſteem and re- 
ſpect, on the ſcore of their own good quali- 
fications. Nor is the lewdneſs of children, 
in all caſes, to be imputed to parents ; for 
there are ſome ſo naturally untractable, that 
all the excellency of parental example, and 
the moſt ſalutary advice and correction, will 
tail of the defired effect. 

There is a claſs of ptople, who, from 
an unnatural affectation, make themſelves 
eunuchs, thereby diſappointing the inten- 
tion of nature in the intercourſe between 
the ſexes. This crime is of very great mag- 
nitude, it being contrary to one of the prin- 
cipal ends of the human creation ; namely, 
that of having poſterity. Theſe men are to be 
avoided, as monſters in iniquity. Let 19 
creature, whether of the human or brute 
creation, be caſtrated, the practice being 
contrary to the inſtitutions of natue, 

By the laws I have ſtated you are to re- 
gulate your conduct in times of peace; and 
by the bleflings of the Almighty, I truſt, 
that thoſe inſtitutions will be continued 
unchanged and facred to you and your poſ- 
terity for ever. But ſince all human affairs 
are uncertain, and difficulties and troubles 
may naturally be expected to occur, I ſhall 
endeavour, in the beſt manner I can, and as 
conciſely as the nature of the caſe will ad- 
mit, to prepare you for encountering, and 
thereby enabling you to obviate thoſe in- 
conveniencies to which you may perad- 
venture be expoſed. 

I moſt anxiouſly wiſh you may quietly 
continue in poſſeſſion of the land which the 
Almighty has been gracionſly pleaſed to ap- 
point for your reſidence ; and that you may 
in peace and plenty, enjoy the fruits of 
your induſtry, patience and perſeverance. 
It is my advice, that by all reaſonable 
means, you endeavour to avoid contentions 
and wars with ſtrangers, and that you be 
ſtill more particularly attentive in prevent- 
ing all domeſtic feuds and animoſities; for 
inteſtine broils and diſcords might prove 
deſtructive of the laws, religion, cuſtoms, 
and manners of your forefathers: and re- 
member, that you are under an indiſpenſable 
| obligation to preſerve theſe laws pure and 
inviolate, ſince they have received the fanc- 
tion and authority of Heaven. Be careful 
that in no inſtance whatever you tranſgreſs 


N 


Should you hereafter be unavoidably en- 


ga ged 


17. VIII.) 


aged in hoſtilities, you will. act wiſely 
in diſpatching heralds and ambaſſadors 


with memorials to your adverſaries, on the 


ſubject of the cauſe of controverſy; for it 


-- proper, that expoſtulation ſhould pre- 
—E 45 ee. of actual olli 
lities. You may repreſent, that your ob- 
ject is not to promote your private advan- 
tage, either by the 7 of booty, or 
by making captives of your enemies; that 
you are averſe to proceeding to extremities; 
and are diſpoſed to engage in a pacific 
treaty upon fair and equitable terms, not- 


jenemies, 


BV F;LAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


Upon obtaining a conqueſt over your 
allow not quarter to thoſe 
who had ſhewn a perverſe obſti- 


nacy in maintaining the war againſt 


you: but ſhew compaſſion to the reſt, 


[excepting they be natives of the land of 


Canaan, they being a people to effe the 


entire extirpation of whom you are to 


jexert your utmoſt endeavours. 


Men are forbidden to appear in a dreſs 


that is deſcriptive of a female, and no wo- 


man is permitted to aſſume the apparel 
of the other ſex, eſpecially during a mili- 


withſtanding you may have a ſuperior, force ¶tary action. 


in cavalry and infantry, a greater ſupply | 


of military ſtores and provifions, - and, that 
you have beſides an infinitely . ſtronger aſ- 
{urance of ſucceſs than your adverſary, ſince 
you are confident that God will fight your 
battles. If, after ſuch explanation, your 
enemy ſhall refer the iſſue of the contro- 
verſy to the chance of War, lead forth your 
army againſt him with order and regulari- 
ty, recommending your troops to the fa- 
your and protection of God, and next un- 
der him, giving the command and ma- 
nagement of them to that man who ſhall 
have molt diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his in- 
trepidity in- arms, and wiſdom in council. 
Avoid a multiplicity of adviſers, leſt a diſ- 
agreement in opinion ſhould prove injuri- 
' ous, by impeding the celerity with which 
it may be neceſlary to act in caſes of emer- 
gency. Let particular care and attention 
be employed in forming your armies : for 
the diſpoſition of their minds muſt be con- 
ſidered, as well as their bodily ſtrength and 
activity: they muſt be reſolute as well as 
robuſt ; for the leaſt taint of puſillanimity 
may infect the whole army with cowar- 
dice. : 5 
Thoſe are not to be compelled to ſerve 
in the militia, who are the proprietors of 
newly erected houſes, not having inhabit- 
ed them twelve months. The planters 
of vineyards, who have not taſted the 
produce of their vines, and likewiſe men 
lately married, who have not taken their 
wives home, are not to be liable to ſer- 
vice in the militia. | 
The latter, while their duty would re- 
quire their attendance in defence of their 
country, might be induced to employ their 
time in the company of their wives. 
Let good order and ſtrict diſcipline be 
obſerved in the camp, where neither licen- 
tiouſneſs, nor cruel, nor harſh proceedings 
muſt be countenanced. If, when a place 
is beſieged, you have occaſion for timber, 
for the purpoſe of conſtructing imple- 
ments for war, or other articles for mili- 
tary uſe, do not cut down fruit trees, 
ſince they were intended by nature for a 
A nnen 
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The above is the ſubſtance of the laws 


which Moſes delivered for the government 
fof the Hebrew nation; and in addition 


thereto, he communicated to them ſeveral 
ordinances (of which we ſhall particular- 
ly ſpeak in a ſeparate tract) that had been 
written by him about forty years before. 

For ſeveral ſucceſſive days after deliver- 
ing the above excellent diſcourſe, Moſes 
attended public aſſemblies of the people, 
appealing to Heaven to ſhower down bleſ- 
ings upon thoſe who conformed to the 
divine laws, and aſſuring the multitude, 


[that affliction and miſery would infallibly 


be the portion of theſe who ſhould 'pre- 
ume to tranſgreſs the commands of God. 
After this, Moſes recited a divine ſong 
or canticle, in hexameter verſe, contain- 
ing a pious diſcourſe on the ſubject of fu- 
ture occurrences, and mentioning the pre- 
ciſe order in which they would happen. 


% 


A 
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propheti- 


cal hymn de- 
livered by 


Moſes. 
xxxiii. 
XXXx1 Ys 


Theſe predictions have been fince fully 


ratified. The whole diſcourſe he left in 
writing, with orders, that it ſhould be 


kept in the oratory. He delivered his books 


to the prieſts, and likewiſe the ark, con- 


taining the ten commandments, written 


upon two tables; at the ſame time, re- 


commending it to the people, that when 


they ſhould be in poſſeſſion of the land of 


Canaan, and be ſettled in there plantations 
there, they ſhould avenge themſelves upon 
the Amalekites, for the indignities re- 
ceived from them in the deſartrt. 
Moſes commanded, that when the He- 
brews ſhould be eſtabliſhed in Canaan, and 
have put all the inhabitants of that country 
to the ſword, they ſhould erect an altar to the 


caſtward, at a ſmall diſtance from Sichem, 


between the two mountains, Garizim, on 
the right hand, and Gebal, on the left, ſo 
dividing the army into twice ſix tribes, 
the ſeveral diviſions were to be diſpoſed 
upon the two mountains, together with the 
prieſts and Levites. They were to offer 
up prayers to God alternately, the people 
upon Garizim taking 


the lead; and the 


tribes upon Mpunt Gabel, at every cloſe, 


returning acclamations, thereby ſignifying 


there approbation of what the others had 
a W302 75 F | Ff . * 


done 
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which we have already ſpoken. 


5 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE IE WIV, 


done. And they afterwards, in the fame 


manner, uttered the moſt dreadful male- 
ditions upon thoſe who ſhonld preſume 


to tranſgreſs the commands of God; and 


theſe were confirmed and ratified in the 


Ame manner that had been obſerved upon | 


invoking the benedictiohs. Theſe bleſſings 
and imprecations were, at the ſame time, 
recorded in writing, in order that the me- 
mory of them might be perpetuated. Moſes 
alſo cauſed them to be engraven on each 
fide of the altar, while the people were 
employed in offering up facrifices and burnt 
offerings : but the act of recording the 
inſcriptions upon the altar, was declared to 
be unwarrantable on future occaſions, and 
was prohibited from being received as a 
precedent. Thoſe ordinances and inſtitu- 
tions which we have recited, as being de- 
livered by Moſes, are to this day obſerv- 
ed by the Hebrews with religious punctu- 
ality. The day after delivering the above 
laws, the whole multitude aſſembled, 
neither women, children, nor even the 
meaneſt ſlave being excluded; and Moſes 
bound them under the ſolemn obligation 
of an oath, that no conſiderations what- 
ever ſhould prevail with them to negle& a 
rigid adherence to the precepts he had de- 


on this occaſion imported, that if any ſingle 
rſon, however affectionately beloved, or 
nearly allied, or any body of men, ſhould 


attempt an innovation of the laws, they | 


would unite, as one man, in puniſhing 


ſuch diſobedience; that they would exe- 


cute vengeance upon the authors of ſuch 
impious contumacy, even to erazing their 


habitations and cities ſo compleatly, as, if 


it were poſſible for them to accompliſh it, 
not to leave one ſtone upon another ; but, 
if inſuperable difficulties ſhould prevent 
them from puniſhing the contemners of the 


commands of God, they would, at leaſt, | 


make public proclamation againſt, ang ut- 
terly 72-6 their aſſent to ſuch atrocious 
iniquity. SI 6 "| 

Moſes alſo inſtructed the multitude in 
the manner they ſhould act, in regard to 
offering up facrifices, and by what rules 
they ſhould regulate their conduct, in all 
great undertakings and enterpriſes; and al- 
ſo by what means they were to learn, 
whether the Almighty approved of their 
conduct; informing them, that they would 


gain this knowledge, by obſerving the 


jewels upon Aaron's breaſt-plate, of the mi- 
raculous variations. in the appearance of 


While Moſes was yet living, the ſpirit 


oſhua. of prophecy. was communicated to Joſhua, 


predicted to the multitude in what 
manner he ſhould be concerned in promot- 
ing their welfare, both in foreign wars, 


livered to them. The oath adminiſtered | 


| 


and in the adminiſtration of the laws at 
home; by his diſcourſes preparing them 
for the reception of a new ſyſtem of dif. 
eipline. He affured the multitude, that 
what he had ſaid to them was the effeg 
of a divine impulſe, and that, if the 
ſhould ever act in diſobedience to the relipi- 
on of their country, they would be af. 
Hicted with the moſt dreadful calamities 
that their land would be over-run with 
foreigners, their cities be plundered, their 
temple laid in ruins, and themſelves ſold 
for ſlaves to people who would exerciſe to- 
wards them the moſt unrelenting cruelty 
of oppreſſion ; he added, that God would 
be pleaſed to reſtore to them their cities 
and their holy temple; but yet, that a 
repetition of their iniquities would, at dit- 
ferent periods, put them in the condition 
| of a ruined people. 
Moſes now addreſſed himſelf to Joſhua, 
giving him a commiſſion to lead the He- 
brew army againft the Canaanites, and re- 
commending him to repoſe a firm reliance 
on God for rendering him victorious in the 
undertaking, at the fame time pronouncing 
various particulars of the future condition 
of his countrymen, and imploring the 
Almighty to make them a righteous, 
powerful and happy people. This wiſe 
and pious man, and truly admirable legiſ- 
lator, then took a laſt farewell of the mul- 


titude in words to the following effect: 


* It being the pleaſure of Almighty 
God to call me to my anceſtors, and to 
appoint this as the laſt day of my-mortal 
exiſtence, it is expedient that I ſhould now 
in your preſence, return my grateful ac- 
knowledgements for the fatheriy care and 
providence he has extended to you; not 
only in reſcuing you from the moſt de- 
plorable calamities, but in graciouſly be- 
{towing upon you innumerable bleſſings. 
I muſt likewiſe pay my moſt ſincere thanks 
for his unbounded goodneſs to myſelf, in 
aſſiſting my endeavours for promoting your 
happineſs, wherein 1 acted in a ſubſervi- 
ent and miniſterial capacity, God himſelf 
being the ſole author and cauſe of every 
blefling you enjoy. Praiſed be his holy 
name, for his infinite mercy and tenderneſs 
to his people; and, as a dying man, I con- 
ſider it to be my duty to recommend you 
to his further care and protection. It is 
alſo a duty incumbent on me, to remind 
you of the honour and veneration due to 
that Almighty Being, who alone is to be 
the object of your worſhip and religious 
fadoration. It is my dying requeſt, that 
you will venerate the laws that God has 
been pleaſed to preſcribe to you, as the 
| moſt ſacred and ineſtimable of all his boun- 
ties; for ſhould you tranſgreſs thoſe infti- 
tutions, you will be juſtly expoſed to the 
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indignation bf theit divine author, and in- | ceeded forward! and un his arrival at A- 


os 
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ſtead of receiving the bounties he has in 
ſtore for you, miſery and affliction will in- 
evitably overtake you. 

The dying addreſs of Moſes was accom- | 
panied with a great number of benedictions 
in behalf of the whole = le, and like- 
wiſe many prophecies; v ich. in their pro- 

r time, were fully verified. Men, women, 
and children joined in the moſt poignant 
expreſſions of grief for ſo irreparable a loſs 
as they were about to experience. After 
the departure of this wiſe and good man, 
the young people with extreme ſorry re- 
flected, that no one would remain ſo per- 
fectly qualified to advance their future wel- 
fare and happineſs: and the aged called to 
their memory the ſeverity and ingratitude of 
their behaviour towards him on former occa- 
ſions, reproaching themſelves for their want 


of proper reſpect to a man of ſuch exemplary 


vs loss 


barim, he aſcended a high mountain oppo- 
fite Jericho: Having taken a view of the 
fruitful country of Canaanz he diſmiſſed 
the elders, or ſenators; and having taken 
an eternal farewell of Eleazar and Joſhua; 
while he was yet diſcourſing with them, he 
was envelopped in a cloud; which tranſs 


rted him into a certain valley. 


leſt, on account | 
or endowments, people ſhould imagine 
him to be ſtill living in the glortous 
manſions of his Heavenly father: Moſes 
was a hundred and twenty years of age; 
and a third part of the time he lived, ex- 
cepting one month, he was inveſted with 
the command and government of the He- 
brew nation. His death took place in 
the laſt month of the year, and on the 
firſt day of that month, which is called 


righteouſneſs and virtue, till now that he 
was on the point of being for ever ſeparat- 


ed from them. But the ſolemnity of the ö 


ſcene was heightened by no circumſtance 
ſo much as by the conduct of the good 
and great man whoſe death was approach- 
ing; after 
to the will of God, and the law of nature, 
and his conſolatory counſels to the people, 
ſuch was his affection for them, that upon 
taking his laſt farewell, he could not reſtrain 
his feelings, but yielding to the infirmity of 


human nature, he joined in the general la- 


mentations. | 

While proceeding towards his "laſt re- 
treat, he gave a ſignal, by the waving - of 
his hand, for thoſe of the weeping multi- 
_ tude that were at ſome diſtance, to ſtop, at 
the ſame time, requeſting ſuch as were near 
him, not to diſturb the peace of his dying 
moments. with unreaſonable and ineffectual 
importunities. The people obeyed ; but 
their ſtreaming eyes were bent-upon him as 
long as he remained in view. Accompanied 
only by Eleazar, the high-prieſt, Joſhua, 


— 


exprefling a perfect reſignation 


* 


his ſucceſſor, and the elders, Moſes Pro- 


the Hebrews: 


Moſes was a man excelling all others in 


wiſdom ; and his admirable qualities he 
ſtudiouſly applied to the beſt purpoſes ; 
as an orator, he ſurpaſſed all his cotem- 
poraries in the ſkill of moving the affecti- 
ons of his auditors; ſo abſolute a con- 
troul had he over his paſſions, that he 
appeared to be a ſtranger to their effect, 
and to know them only by name, or 
by having obſerved their operations upon 


tary capacity, it may be truly ſaid, that a 


greater general has not been known; and 
as a prophet, he confeſſedly had no equal. 


Hebrews mourned thirty days; and the loſs 
moſt ſevere affliction ever experienced by 
will ever be held in the higheſt veneration; 


ed. his character to poſterity, as the conduct 


of his whole life did to his cotemporaries. 


Dyſtrus by the Macedonians, and Adar by 


On occaſion of the death of Moſes, the 
of this illuſtrious man Was the cauſe of the 
that people. The memory of this holy man 


his writing having as ſplendidly diſtinguiſn- 


tis 


The holy ſcriptures ſay that Moſes died, Ioſes taken 
of his eminently ſuperi- 2 in a 


aſſembles the tribes, and reminds them of their promiſes. 


o 


an entrance, commit great ſlaughter and obtain a vaſt booty. 


then commanded his 
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Yoſhua ſucceeds Moſes, as commander of the Hebrews. He diſpatches Hier to Jericho; 


| At the head of fifty thouſand 
men, Joſhua proceeds from Abila to the banks of the river Jordan. The Hebrews 
by 4a miracle paſs the Fordan. Jaſbua offers up ſacrifice, and at the ſame time the 
Feaſt of the paſſover is celebrated. The prieſts on fix ſucceſſive days, carry the ark 
round Jericho. On the ſeventh day, the walls of the city fall, and the Iſraelites effect 


The Hebrews are re- 

pulſed. . Foſhua's prayer and appeal to heaven. Achar is convicted of ſacrilege, and 
puniſhed with death. Toſhua takes the city of Ain, where à great booty is gained. 
The Gibeonites, being alarmed at the conqueſt of Jericho and Ain, ſend deputies to 
treat with Joſhua, who forms a league with them. The fing of Feruſalem declares 
war againſt the Gibeonites, who are relieved by Foſhua. A dreadful tempeſt. The fun 

 flands ſtill. Five kings being taken priſoners by Joſhua, they are put ta death. A 
confederacy of the Canaanites againſt Nee. After a terrible battle, the Canaanites 
are ſubdued, and their kings put to veath. Toſhua marches from Gilgal to Silbe, where 
he places the holy tabernacle. GCommuſſioners appointed to . ſurvey the country of 
Canaan. The diviſion of the land among the tribes. Foſhua's addreſs to the Hebrews. 
The death of Joſhua. His character. Eleazar, the high-prieſt dies, and is ſucceeded 
by his ſon Phinees. The war purſued againſt the Canaanites. 


$5495 GFTER the ceremony of 


mourning for the loſs of 
A t Moſes, Joſhua iſſued an or- 


der for the Hebrews to be 


in readineſs to march ; and diſpatched 


| princes of the tribes of Reubel, Gad, and 
Menaſſes, of which latter tribe one half 
had been permitted to ſettle in the country 
of the Amorites, that being one ſeventh 
part of the land of Canaan. He remind-_ 


0 


my to make obſervations upon the de- 
e 


nſive ſtate of the country, and diſcover 
how the inhabitants ſtood affected. He 
people to ſtrike their 
tents, deſigning to avail himſelf of the firſt 
ane of paſſing the river Jordan. 
Upon this occaſion, he convened the 


ed theſe chiefs of the promiſes under which 
they had bound themſelves to Moſes, and 
exhorted them to full thoſe engagements, 
as the beſt means of promoting the com- 
mon welfare of the Hebrew nation ; add- 
ing, that to conform with chearfulneſs and 
alacrity, to the directions of their great and 


glori- 


IF BY FLAVIUS.-JOSEPAUS. _ Th 


glorious leader, who with his dying breath |] the Hebrew army ſhould "arrive to maks 

had expreſſed the moſt tender regard for ſa conqueſt of the place (Which ſhe had | 

them, was an obligation which they were || been informed hy a revelation from God y 

particularly bound to diſcharge. . Theſe || would ſoon happen), that in gratitude for 

princes led up their forces with the utmoſt || the protection ſhe” had afforded them; 

willingneſs ; and at the head of fifty thou- neither herſelf, nor any part of her family 

{nd men, Joſhua marched from Abila to- might be treated as 'entmies: * - Hereupon, 

wards the banks of the Jordan, being a they aſſured her under the ſolemmnity of 

ſpace of about ſixty furlongs. x an oath, that her kindneſs ſhould be am- 
Immediately after the army had formed ply rewarded, and directed her, when the 

their encampment, the ſpies arrived, and city ſhould be beſieged, to retire with her 

delivered to Joſhua an account of the ſtate|| friends, into her own houſe, hanging out 

of Jericho. They reported; that they had||a ſcarlet cloth before the door, that 

travelled into the country under the aſ- the Hebrews might thereby diſtinguiſh it 

ſumed character of diſintereſted ſtrangers, || from the habitations of other people. They 

and had, during whole day, made every || told her, that the general ſhould be ap- 

enquiry they deemed neceſſary, without be-|| prized of the meaning of the ſignal, and 

ing ſuſpected of any other motive than that he would doubtleſs iſſue an ofder 

perſonal curioſity ; that they had examin- || for the ſafety and protection of the perſons 

ed the walls, gates, and ramparts of the and property that ſhould be found in her 

place, obſerving. where it was moſt acceſ-|[houſe; adding, however, that if any perſon 9 

üble, and where the inhabitants would be] taken under her protection, ſhould be ſlain 

moſt capable of reſiſting the aſſaults of an in the actual commiſſion of hoſtilities, they 

enemy. They ſaid, however, that in the ſhould conſider themſclves as being exon- 

evening they reſorted to an inn, near the erated from the obligation of their oath; 

walls of the city Rand after refreſhing || After this, they departed, Rachab having 

themſelves, were. in converſation on the provided them with a rope, for the pur- 

ſubject of their return, when they were poſe of lowering themſelves from the wall; 

informed, that, while he was at ſupper, || Theſe circumſtances being related toJoſhua; 

information had been given to the king, he conſulted Eleazer, the high-prieſt, and 

that certain ſpies from the Hebrew camp the elders on the ſubje&t, and their de- 

were then concealed in the houſe of Rachab“ termination was, that the vath the ſpies 


and that he had iſſued orders for their be- had taken was binding, and therefore they 
ing immediately ſecured, and put to the tor-¶ratified the obligation. 


ture, as a means of diſcovering the deſigns [ The Hebrew army, being on the march TheHebrews 


they had in view. to Jericho, now encamped on the banks of ene e . 


Upon learning that her houſe was to be the Jordan. The waters being out, the the Jordan; 
ſearched, Rachab concealed the ſtrangers natural rapidity of the current was great- Joch. III. 
under a quantity of flax that was lying to ly encreafed ; and being deſtitute of all 
Ury upon the wall ; and upon the arrival means of building either boats or a bridge; 
of the king's meſſengers, the informed the general was ſomewhat difcouraged'; 

them, that ſome perſons anſwering. the de- but it was the pleaſure of the Almighty, 

ſcription they gave, had been her gueſts to inform him in a viſion, that, not- 
that evening; tliat they came to her houſe withſtanding the obſtacles that appeared 

about ſun-ſet, and, after taking the refreſh-|| invincible, he ſhould ſucceed in tlie enter- 

ment of a ſupper, departed ; adding, that prize ; for the river ſhould be made ford- 

lince they were ſuſpected to be enemies to able to the army under his Comtnand. | 

the king, they might ſoon be ſecured, ſince Having waited two day in anxious ex- The miracu- 
they could not have proceeded to any con- pectation of the promiſed miracle, the _ palſage 
ſiderable diſtance. There was ſueh an ap- hole Hebrew army was enabled to Paſs army. ibid. 
pearance of ſincerity in the converſation the river. The prieſt went firſt with 

and looks of the woman, that the officers|| the ark; they were followed by the Le- 
declined ſearching the houſe, and haſtened vites with the tabernacle and the holy 

towards the river Jordan, in ſearch of the veſſels and utenſils; the next in the pro- 

luſpected parties; but, notwithſtanding]! ceſſion were the ſoldiery, arranged accord- 

they employed the utmoſt vigilance in their ing to the order of the ſeveral Tribes, the 
aquiry, it proved ineffectual. Immedi- women and children being in the middle, 
ately after the departure of the officers, }| th« better to ſccure them fröm the im- 
Rachab, called her gueſts from their re- petuoſity of the current. 
treat, and, after mentioning that for their When the prieſts, approached the river, 
8 ſhe had greatly endangered the it was obſerved, that the violence of the 

ves of her whole family, requeſted, when current gradually ſubſided, till the botto m 
— "TIE — —— ˖·—·¹ w length became as dry and, firm ; as 


* * 
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— — 
— A. A I. 416-4 * — 


8 Script, Raab. . ſa pavement. In ſhort, the whole mul- 
| 2 G g titude 
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titude paſſed to the oppoſite banks with- | 
out the ſmalleſt inconvenience, where | 
they found the country preciſely correſ- 
ponding -with the deſcription that had 
been communicated to them by divine re- 
velation. 


In effecting this paſſage, the prieſts || 


continued in the middle-of the channel 
till the reſt of the poeple had gained the 
oppolite banks, and then they followed. 
When the whole body of people had com- 
pleated their paſſage, the waters immedi- 
ately returned to the former channel, and 
all things exhibited the preciſe ap- 
pearance they had before the miracle was 
wrought. _ 7 

Proceeding forward about fifty furlongs, 
the Hebrew army encamped within ten 
furlongs of the city of Jericho. It was 
in this place that Joſhua erected an altar 
with the twelve ſtones which, by the pro- 

het's direction, twelve princes of the ſe- 
veral tribes had brought with them from 
the bed of the river, intending it as a me- 
morial to future generations of the miracu- 
lous manner in which the current of the 
river had been ſtopped, for the purpoſe of 
affording a paſlage to the Hebrew army. 
Upon this altar Joſhua offered up ſacrifice, 
and at the ſame time celebrated the feaſt 
of the paſſover, on which occaſion the 
abundance of all the neceſlaries of lite 
life was as remarkable as the diſtreſſes of 
the Hebrews had been for a long ſcries of 
years in the deſart: but at this time the 
manna, on which the Iſraelites had ſubſiſt- 


At this time the harveſt of the Canaan- 


ites was ripe upon the ground, and in| 


the paſtures were immenſe numbers of 
cattle, of which the Hebrews applied to 
their own uſe whatever portion they de- 
ſired ; and as the enemy attempted not to 
interrupt them, Joſhua imagined it would 
be a matter of great difficulty to draw them 
out of their ſtrong holds, by any proyoca- 


tions or affronts that he could offer them; 
and therefore he came to the determina- | 


tion of beſieging the city. „„ 
On the firſt day after the feſtival of the 
paſſover, the prieſts took up the ark, and 
placing it in the midſt of guard a of ſoldi- 
ers, marched forward with it, being pre- 
ceeded by ſeven other prieſts, each ſound- 
ing a horn, by way of animating the cou- 
rage of the troops; and they were fol- 
lowed by the elders of the different tribes. 
Thus they paraded round the walls of the 


* ** 


* And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, | 


that me roſe early about the dawning of the 
day, and compaſſed the city after the ſame man- 
ner ſeven times: only on that day they com- 
paſſed the city feven times.” Joſh. VI. 15. The 
walking round the walls for ſeven days ſucceſ- 


| wards the enemy, nor any other conſidera- 


(Book 
city on ſix ſucceſſive days, after that ce- 
remony returning to their camp. On the 
following day Joſhua aſſembled all the 
people, and informed them that before 
night, the town ſhould: be ſurrendered to 
them, without their being expoſed to 
trouble or difficulty, for without any hu- 
man force being employed, the walls ſhould 
fall down, and leave the place defenceleſs. 
He then commanded his people to deſtroy 
every living creature that ſhould be found 
among the enemy, excepting only Rachab 
and her family, who were to be ſpared, in 
conſideration of the oath taken by the ſpies; 
and he commanded, that neither the fa. 
tigue attending the ſlaughter, the oppor- 
tunity of gaining booty, compaſſion to- 


tion whatever, ſhould prevail upon them 
to neglect putting a ſingle inhabitant to 
the ſword. He further ordered, that all 
the gold and filver taken from the ene- 
my ſhould be laid up in one heap, pre- 
paratory to being dedicated to theAlmiphty, 
as the firſt fruits of the victory obtained 
over the city of Jericho. | 

Having iſſued the above orders, Joſhua 
led the people towards the city, and march- 
ed * ſeven times round the walls. thereof, 
as before, with the priefts, the ſenate and Bedi 
the foldiers. On the ſeventh time of g0-4wn. lo 
ing round the place, they made a ſtop, . 20. 
when the walls inſtantly fell down, with- 
out any engine, or human force, or art 
being employed againſt them. This mi- 
raculous event threw the inhabitants into 
ſuch terror and conſternation, as utterly to 
diſqualify them for attempting any refiſt- 
ance, ſo that the Hebrews, without op- 
polition from the miſerable inhabitants, 
committed upon them a general ſlaughter, 
not ſparing either women or children. 
After this, the city was entirely burnt, and 
the circumjacent country compleatly de- 
vaſtated, Rachab and her family alone ORG 
eſcaping the common deſtruction, they be- pteſenei. 
ing reſcued by the ſpies, in conſideration 
of the protection they had received. 

Rachab being conducted into the pre- 
ſence of Joſhua, he made ſuitable acknow- 
ledgments to her for the ſervices ſhe had 
yielded to his deputies, at the fame 
time promiling that her conduct ſhould 
receive an adequate reward. This promiſe 
Joſhua in a ſhort time fulfilled, by be- 
ſtowing upon Rachab a conſiderable pro- 
perty in land; and on all future occaſi- 
ons he manifeſted great eſteem and reſpect 


- 


ſively, ſeems ſo improbable a means of taking a 
city, and was ſo likely to expoſe them to. the 
derifion and aflau'ts of heir enemies, that their 
preforming the cerem ry ſo exactly in obedience - 
to the divine command, is a proof that they re- 


poſed an entire faith in the promiſe of God. Pp 
or 


"BY.FLAVIVU 
.J.] | 


or this. worn an. A prophetical curſe was 
pronounced upon the place, purportin- 
that the city ſhould never be again built 
upon, that · whoever ſhould preſume to lay 
the * firſt ſtone of a new- foundation, 
ſhould loſe his eldeſt fon, and that the 
death of his youngeſt ſhould be a punith- 
ment upon the man who ſhould compleat 
the work. It will appear hereafter, that 
the above prophetic malediction took ef- 
fect. An immenle booty in gold, filver, 
and braſs was found in Jericho, but Jo- 
nua commanded, that no perſon | what- 
ever ſhould apply the ſmalleſt particle 
thereof to his own ule, delivering the whole 


that was collected into the cuſtody of the | 


prieſts, in order to be depolited in their 
treaſuryx. Sag Tre! 
Prefently afterwards a | diſcovery was 


— 


made, that a man named 4+ Achar, the 


ſon of Zebedee, of the tribe of ſudah, had 
ſecreted a rich cloak of cloth intermixe«- 
with gold, that had belonged to the king, 
and likewiſe a huge mats of gold, weigh- 
ing two hundred | thekels. To elude a 
diſcovery, Achar dug a hole in the ground 
under his tent, and there depolited the 


ſpoil, imagining that while his fellow- 
ſoldiers remained ignorant of the circum- 


ſtance, he ſhould be perfectly ſecure from 
diſcovery. The Hebrew army now en- 


camped at a place which received the 


name of Galgalah, a word importing li- 
berty ; for, — paſſed the river, the 
people conſidered themſelves as being in a 
ſtate of perfect ſecurity. 1 e 
A few days after the deſtruction of 
Jericho, Joſhua diſpatched an army of 
three thouſand men againſt the city of Ain], 
a place ſituated a little higher up the 


country. An engagement taking place, || 


the Iſraelites were repulſed with the loſs 


We read 1 Kings XVI. 24, that In his 
Days (Ahab's) did Hiel th: Bethelite build 


Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram | 


his firſt born, and ſet up the gates thereof in 
his youngeſt fon Segub, according to the wor 
of the Lord, which he ſpake by Joſhua the fon 
of Nun.” Thus we find, that his eldeſt ſon died 
when he laid the firſt ſtone, and that when it was 
finiſhed the death of his youngeſt ſon took place. 
The ſentence being pron--unced more than four 
hundred and forty years before, and now. preciſely 
occurring in all its circumances, ſhould be confi 

88 as inconteſtibly proving the immutability of 

od. | | 

+ Scrip. Archan, the ſon of Zerah. 

1 According to Dr. Arbuthnot, a ſhekel reduced 
to Engliſh troy, weighs nine penny weights two 
grains, and four ſevenths; two hundred fſhekels | 
therefore muſt weigh ſeven pounds, ſeven ounces, 
one penny weight, and ten grains; or ninety one 
ounces, one penny weight, aud ten grains, which, 
reckoning” gold at four pound the*ounce, amounts 
to three hundred fixty four pound, five ſhillings, 
and eight pence of our money, or thereabouts. I be 
ſhekel of gold, which was alſo a particular coin 
among the, Jews, according to the beſt authors, was 
worth one pound, fixteen ſhillings, and/fix pence of 
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|of fix-and-thirty men. This diſcoinfiturs 


proved extremely afflifting to the Iſraelites 
who conſidered «the event as being omin= 
ous of future diſappointments and miſ- 


| lortunes. They had flattered themſelves 


in the opinion, that the difficulties of the 
var were at an end, and that but very 
little more trouble would be neceſſary for 
rendering themſelves abſolute maſters of 
| the wh. land of Canaan. The ſpirits of 
the army was entirely depreſſed by their 
late diſaſter; and clothing themſelves in 


| fackcloth, the whole community of the 


Hebrews, employed the day on which in- 
telligence of the defeat of their army was 
received, in faſting, mourning, and pray- 
er; ſo grievouſly were they affected by 
this unexpected change in their fortune. 
Finding his people driven almoſt to a 
ſtate of deſperation, Joſhua proſtrated him- 
ſelf with his face to the earth, and pro- 
nounced the following ejaculatory prayer. 
% Almighty God ! thou knoweſt it was 


war againſt the people that have proved 
too powerful for us We engaged in the 
war merely through deference and reſpect 
to thy righteous ſervant Moſes, who aſ- 
ſured us, that it had been thy gracious 
| pleaſure to promiſe us poſſeſſion of this 
| country, and that we ſhould prove vic- 
torious over our enemies; and to convince 


priſe, they would act under thy immedi- 
ate authority, he had recourſe to figns 
and miracles, the power of producing 
which could only be communicated from 
Heaven. But how mortifying a change 
has happened in our ſituation, both in the 
loſs of our friends, and in the overthrow 
we have experienced from our enemies ! 


S © e 


n 


—— 


very near the above 1-:d ſum. | 

We think it not improper here to obſerve, that 
there is gat di greement among earned men, 
about the va ue o the Jewith ſhekel of ſilver Some 
ſay it was worth but two ſhillngs and a penny, ſome 
two ſhi ling, and three pence farthing, and half 
tarthing ; others two ſhil ings and fix p:nce in 


avers it was equivalent to the Attick Tetradachm 
ſeveral. of which we havin} lately had the oppor- 
tunity of ſecing ald weighin,; and finding them 
:eneraily ſomething heavier than our half-crown 
which in general are found to be ſomewhat hea- 
vier than our half crown, the va ue of the Jewiſh 
ſhekel of filver may be fixed at two ſhillings and 
ſeven, pence. __ | | 

. & Script. Gilgal, [| Script. Ai. 

J Here is an inſtance of the frailty of human na- 
ture, ' provin-: that the beſt men are apt to forego 
their truſt in God, and on any reverſe of fortune, 
to think of him and bis actions according to the 
*weaknels of heir own nature. Becauſe three thou- 
and men had fled from before Ain N ſeems ta 
have concluded. that. all the promiſes of God were 
to prove ineffectual ; not confidering the power 
wi Bm, and unchangeable truth of the divine 


gur money, two hundred of which amount exactly 
| | 


| being. | 


- diction 


not ambition that prompted us to make 


| the people, that in the propoſed enter- 


Hence it might ſeem either that the pre- 


to three hundred and iixty five pounds, which comes 


our money. But as oſephus, more han once 
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dictions of Moſes did not proceed from 
divine inſpiration, or that the promiſes 
thou wert pleaſed to make, are not to be 
fulfilled. This calamitous beginning of 
the war, may he expected to make us 


OF THE JEWS, 


their army could: not fail of - ſucceſs, they 
did not ſuppoſe it neceſſary to take any 


dread the conſequences that may ariſe in The armies meeting, the Ainites wore The y;; 


its progreſs. But thou, O Lord! who alone | routed with terrible laughter, and the ſur. wur, 


art able to afford us relief, aſſiſt and pre- 
ſerve us in our preſent affliction; vouchſafe, 
in they infinite goodneſs, to yield us 
comfort, to defend us from entertainiag 
deſpair of future ſucceſs, and render us 
victorious over our enemies. | 
Upon the concluſion of this, appeal, the 
Almighty was pleaſed to command Joſhua 
to riſe, and purify the army from a pollu- 
tion whereby it was defiled ; for the com- 
miſſion of a facrilegious fraud had been the 
cauſe of their late defeat. The oracle 
commanded Joſhua to cauſe lots to be 
drawn for the purpoſe of diſcovering the 
guilty party; adding, that when pnniſh- 
ment ſhould have been inflicted upon him, 
the Hebrews ſhould prove victorious. 
| Joſhua made a report of the commands 
he had reccived to the people, and then re- 
queſting the attendance of Eleazar, and the 
princes, he put the difterent tribes to the 
teſt of the lot, which fell upon the tribe of 
Judah. Lots being then caſt for diſcover- 
ing to what family the offender belonged, 
the lot fell upon the family of Zacharias. 
The matter being now brought to perſonal 
examination, the lot in this inſtance fell 
upon Achar, who was immediately taken 
into cuſtody; and knowing that all at- 
tempts to elude Divine juſtice mult fail of 
ſucceſs, he acknowledged himſelf guilty 
of the ſacrilegious theft, and delivered up 
the property in the preſence of the people. 
Hereupon, he was immediately ſtoned to 
death, and his body was diſgracefully bu- 
ried by night, like that of a common ma- 
lefactor. PE 
The people being thus purified, Joſhua 
led the army towards the city of Ain, and 
having ſtationed his ambuſhes, he early 
next morning marched the main body of 
the army within fight of the enemy, who 
being elated with their former ſucceſs, no 
ſooner perceived the Iiraglites, than they 
boldly advanced to give them battle. As 
the Ainites advanced; the Hebrews: re- 
treated, thereby having an appearance of 


fear; and by that manœuvre the people 


were drawn out of the city. Upon a ſig- 
nal given by Joſhua, his army ſuddenly 
ſtopped, and, almoſt at the ſame inſtant, 
the ambuſh entered the town, with little 
oppoſition; for the inbabitants were not 
prepared to oppoſe them, having crouded 
together upon the walls of the town, from 
a curioſity to ſee the engagement; and 


judging from the appearance. of things, that [dean Now it is to be 


£1 


meaſures for the ſecurity of the town, 
which they entertained not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion would be attacked by ſurpriſe. 


vivors retreated towards their city for fanc. 
tuary, expecting to find the place in the 

ſame condition in which they had left it ; 
but when they 4ound the town in poſſeſſion 
of the enemy, their habitations either Burnt 

or plundered, and their wives and children 

either {lain or made captives, the miſerable 

remainder of the vanquiſhed army fled into 

he fields and woods for refuge. 

The booty obtained in conſequence of 

this victory was ſurpriſingly great, conſiſt- 

ing of a great number of women, children, 

and {laves, plate and furniture to a pro- 

digious amount, vaſt flocks and herds of 
cattle, and immenſe ſums in current mo- 

ney. The country was aſtoniſhingly rich, 

and the whole of the ſpoil was divided a- 

mong the Hebrew army, which was then 

encamped at Galgala. 

Upon receiving intelligence of the fate 
of- Jericho and Ain, the Gibeonites, who 
were near neighbours to Jeruſalem, became 
greatly apprehenſive for their own ſafety : 
but entertaining a perſuaſion, that the 
people of Canaan were to be extirpated, 
they ſuppoſed, that direct and open appli- 
cation to the Hebrews: for favour would 
ſcarcely be attended with the deſired eft-ct. 
However, they determined to invite their 
neighbours, the Chephirites, and the peo- 
ple of Kuiah-jearim, to join them in mak- 
ing propoſals to the Hebrews tor conclud- 
ing a pacific treaty. They repreſented to 
thoſe nations, that unleſs the meaſure were 
purſued, they would inevitably be involved 
in the approaching deſtruction, and there- 
fore contended for the propriety of adopt- 
ing the expedient they had ſuggeſted. 

This advice being approved, an embaſſy 
compoſed of the men Who were deemed to 
be the beſt qualified for executing the com- 
miĩſſion, was diſpatched to Joſhua ; they be 
ing inſtructed not to acknowledge them ſelves 
as natives of Canaan: but, on the contrary 
to pretend that they were natives of a diſ- 
tant country, and held no intercourſe with 
thoſe people. Fob 
Repairing. to Joſhua's encampment, they 
ſtated, that having heard much of the pow- 
er and reputation of the Hebrews, their 
preſent» buſineſs was to propoſe a treaty of 
alliance. They ſaid, it might appear from 
their apparel, that they had travelled from 
a great diſtance, for when they ſet out their 
clothes were new; but ſuch was the length 
of their Journey, that they were now worn 


obſerved, 


far. 
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the better to inſure ſucceſs to their ü Ben. Was that a, treaty ſo formed and 
poſture, they had clothed themiſelves in || rated, under. under the ſolemnity of an 
oath, muſt be conſidered as facred and 
inviolable; but they. were of opinion, that 
als, and reported, that. they came fror | by ſetting the Gibeonites, and their afloci- 
the Gibeonites, and the cities; adjacent to || ates apart for the exerciſe. of ſervile em- 
that inhabited by therh, being authoriſed to ployments ; to which condition they, were 
negotiate a treaty of alliance, on condition || afterwards SE 
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9 s reduced, and thereby avoided a 
that the reſpective rights o the parties more calamitous te, which muſt other- | 
making this propoſition, ſhould be pre- wiſe have inevitably, befallen them. 
ſerved inviolate. They fai they, under- . Upon gaining information, that | the The king of 
ſtood that, by the grace and favour of the | Gibconites had revolted, and formed an al- nate, war 
Almighty, the land of Cariaan wag a ppoint- liance with, the Hebrews, the king of upon the Gi. 
ed to be the reſidence of the Hebrews, | Jeruſalem, was - o, highly. incenſed, that 2. f. Je 
whom they would -ayail themſelves of | that he applied t . four. neighbouring kings, ; 
opportunity of congratulating on their good tohciring them to; join him in a War 
fortune. Jsäagainſt the people who had contracted 
eflebrews Taking it for granted; that the commiſ- an alliance contrary to their common 


tte G'be-fjoners were not Canaanites, the Hebrew || intereſts, . This propoſition being delibe- 
rated, the of other four ſovereigns came 
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. nd contederacy with them ; and Joſhua, 
the high-prieſt, and the elders, adminiſter- || a1 
ed to them an oath; as being friends and || encamped near a certain fountain, adjacent 
allies, and purporting, that neither party || to. the city which they were preparing to 
would ever do any thing contrary, to the beſiege. Matters being thus circumſtanced, 
tenor of that obligation. Having thus the Gibeonites applied to Joſhua for aſ- 
obtained their point, the commiſſioners re- ſiſtance; who, immediately upon the ar- 


turned home. rival of their * gers, by forced marches 


Soon after the above alliance had been led his whole army to their ſuccour. 
contracted, upon drawing his army to- Upon this expedition the Hebrew army 
ward that quarter of the promiſed land, marched night and day, without inter- 
which looks towards the plain, Joſhua ruption; and early in the morning after 
diſcovered that the Gibeonites lived in the their arrival in the neighbourhood of the 

_ neighbourhood of Jeruſalem, and that they city, while the enemy were purſuing vigor- 
were of the fame ſtock with, the Canaan- || ous meaſures for beſieging the ſame, Jothua 
ites. Hereupon, he ſent for ſome of the furiouſly attacked, and compleatly routed 
principal men to come to him; and on them, after which he purſued them as 
their arrival, he upbfaided them with hav- far as the valley of Bethora. In no hu- 
ing acted hy him in a, manner inconſiſtent man action has the interpoſition of Heaven 
with the principles of honour and inte- appeared more manifeſt, than in the cir- 
grity. In Stculd of their conduct, they cumſtances of this engagement; for ex- 
alledged, that the urgengy of their ſitu- cluſive of a violent tempeſt, accompanied 
ation, had driven them to the neceſſity of with a fall of hail, the ſtones thereof be- 
adopting the impoſture, Havi Pg no. other ing of ſurpriſing magnitude, dreadful peals 
means of providing for their ety, Up- of thunder and - flaſhes of | lightning, a 
on this, the high- prieſt and the elders ere more extraordinary and aſtoniſhing phe- 
conſulted on the queſtion, as to Whether nomenon took place than had ever before 
the treaty contracted under uch peculiar || been obſerved :“ the ſun ftood ſtill in the 
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The courſe of 
C yo 02 POT, 3! tie ſun flop- 
5 C 2 ee, r Wl 5. - pep. ver. 10. 
„ The battle of this day was attended with || ſucceſſes in war. The three principal deities 
two great miracks.: God [was pleaſed by 'means-|| worſhipped by the Canaaultes, were the fun, moon, 

of a ſtorm of hail, the ſtones being of amazing || and the Heavens, or [thy air. I herefore to ſniew 

magnitude, to kill 4 greater number of the enemy || them, that the deities, they repoſed truſt in, were 

than fell by the ſwords of tlie Iſraelites; and the, fubſervient to the controul. of the God of Iſrael, 

other miracle was, that, at abe word of Joſhua; [| the [Almighty - oceaſioned” great Hail” ſtones to 

the ſun and moon were obſerved to ſtand till, || deſcend from the Heavens, or air, and then ſtop- 

nearly for a whole day, in order to afford the || ped the courſe of the thoſe two great luminaries 

Hebrews a continuance. of light for -purſuing their || the ſun and moon. And it cane to paſs as 

conqueſt, "Theſe wor derful events had a. ſtrong |] they fled from before Iſrael, and were in the go- 

allufion to the circumtiances of the ,perſcns, who || ing down to Beth-heron, that the Lord ceſt down 

had afforded occaſion for them. At this time || great ſtones. from Heaven upon them unto Azekah, 

different nations had tutelar deitjes, or objects of || and they!/tdied!: they were more which died 

worſhip, to whom they committed the care of with -hail flongs, than they whom the children 

their country, imputing to their power all their of * ſlew with the ſword. Then — 
8 | | | oſhua Ki 
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firmament, in order, by ſo wonderful an enſued, when an immenſe number of the 
alteration in the œconomy of nature, to | enemy were flain, and among them all the 
give the Hebrews an opportunity of reap- || kings.” In ſhort, ſuch was the fury of the 
ing the full — of this victory. Hebrews, that after putting almoſt the 
The miracle of lengthening this day, be- whole number 'of the enemy to the ſword, 
yond the natural meaſure, and of the pro- they wreaked, their vengeance upon their 
greſs of the ſun being ſtopped, is atteſted ||Horfes and chariots of war. In fine, the 
in the holy ſcriptures, 'as appears from the fortune of this day made Joſhua abſolute 
copies preſerved in the temple. The five milter of the whole country. He took and 
confederated kings were purſued as far as || plundered the towns, put the inhabitants 
the cave of Makkeda, where being found || to the ſword ; and, in ſhort, acted in every 
by Joſhua, they were taken, and put to || reſpe&t as he thought proper, without the 
death. i © ee Ileaſt hinderance or moleſtation. Thus he 
After the victory over, and the death || laid the whole country , waſte, putting all 
of the five kings that had made war || the inhabitants to death, except an incon- 
againſt the Gibeonites, Joſhua returned to || ſiderable number, who fled for ſafety into 
the mountainous part of Canaan, where || obſcure; places, and ſtrong holds; theſe 
he put a great number of the people to the || miſerable fugitives being all that remained 
fword, and made booty of a large ſupply || of the Canaanites at the end of a war of 

of cattle. He then led his army back to || five years. 3 
Gilgal. 5 | From Gilgal Joſhua marched up the 
Fe ſplendid atchievements of the He- mountains towards Siloe, where he placed 
brews were highly celebrated both among || the holy taberncle, intending to wait 
the neighbouring people, and thoſe inha- || for an opportumity of building a temple 
biting very diſtant parts; and, indeed, ſuch || there, the place being delightfully fituated, 
Aconfederacy Was the reputation of their arms, as to and in every reſpect extremely commodi- 


2 


oi theCanaan-carry along with it terror and diſmay. || ous for executing that deſign. From Siloe 
Joſhu, fel. But, notwithſtanding their great fame for || Joſhua led the people to Sichem, and 
xi. 1——b, martial exploits, the Canaanitiſh kings of || there erected an altar, purſuant to the 
Mount Libanus, and the neighbouring || prophecy and appointment of Moſes. 
parts, thoſe of the plains; and the Phi- || After this, he divided his army, ſtation- 
liſtines, were not deterred from entering” ing one half upon mount Garizim, and 
into a confederacy againſt the grgying, || the other upon mount * Gibal, where he 
power of the Iſraelites. Theſe ſovefeigus erected a third altar. Here the prieſts 
joined their forces, and encamped at Be- and Levites, after performing facrifice, 
rothe, a city in Galilee, in the neighbour- ||denounced the maledictons, which we 
hood of Cædeſa. The confederated army have already recapitulated and having 
was computed to conſiſt of three hundred ||engraven them upon the altar, the people 
thouſand foot, ten thouſand horſe, and two || returned to Siloe. . 
thouſand chariots. So formidable was the] At the time of the departure of the 
adverſe army as to drive the Iſraelites in ¶Ifraęlites from Egypt, the Canaanites had 
general to a ſtate little ſhort of abſolute || intelligence, that they would invade their 
_ deſpair ; and even Joſhuathimſelf no longer country; and therefore they omitted no 
preſerved his fortitude, apprehending that || opportunity of erecting fortifications, and 
an encounter with ſo unequal a force would || purſuing other means for their common 
be attended with very little probability of fafety. Thoſe who had eſcaped the rage 
ſucceſs. But it pleaſed: the Almighty to re- of the Hebrews, had retired into places of 
prove them for their diſtruſt of his pro- ||ſtrength, where the advantages of nature 
miles, and to encourage them with freſh | being improved by art, they were in a 
aſſurances of victory, commanding them || manner, rendered impregnable. Theſe cir- 
to ham: ſtring the horſes, and burn the ¶cumſtances being conſidered by Joſhua, he 
. . Chariots of the enemy. This revelation ſummoned a general aſſembly of the people | 
cCheared the deſponding ſpirits of the Heb- to be held at Siloe. Having particular 12— 
re general, who immediately led forth his ed the greateſt exploits and atchievements 
army, againſt the combined enemy, in the || they had been enabled to perform through 
full confidence of proving victorous. Tn || the aſſiſtance and favour of the Almighty, 
five days he came up with the confederated Joſhua repreſented, that their conqueſts 
powers, and an obſtinate and bloody battle || were as yet by no means compleat ; for 


— 


* 


— * 


Joſhua to the Lord, in the day when the Lord || themſelves upon their enemies. Is not tuis writ- 
delivered up the Amorites bel the children of || ten in the book of Joſhua? So the fun ſtood ſtill 
Iſrael, and he ſaid in the fight of Iſrael, ſun, || in the midſt of Heaven, and baſted not to go down 
ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon; and thou moon, about a day.” Joſh. x. 11, 12, 13. 

in the valley of Ajalon. And the ſun ſtood ſtill, 4 ED 
and the moon ſtayed, until the people hadiavenged 
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country is not extenſive, and though a con- 


the different parts of the country. 
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Commiſſion - . -- . TE b 0 | 
= wpcinted they were to make a comparative eſtimation | 


wo ſurvey the 


lafribution 
5 


Sodom, and compriſing the cities of Aſca- 


chole of the Canaanites who had ſurvived 
the late war, were now in poſſeſſion of 


reral cities ſtrongly fortified and defend- ||- 
wr river Jordan to the ſea in length, and be- 


ed by numerous armies.; and therefore ut- 
terly to extirpate them muſt of neceſ- 
ſity be a work of difficulty and time. He 
then ſaid, he conſidered it an adviſeable 
meaſure, to diſmiſs, with proper acknow- 
ledgements and expreſſions of reſpect, ſuch 
of their friends as had come from beyond 
the Jordan to ſhare in the common dan- 
gers and fatigues of the war, in order that 
they might return, to their. inheritance. 
In the next place Joſhua ſaid, he would 
recommend, that commiſſioners might be 
appointed to take an exact ſurvey of the 
country, and make a report of the ſame, 
with all poſſible expedition; recommend- 
ing, that theſe commiſſioners ſhould be 
men of approved ſkill and integrity. _ 
The people unanimouſly approved of 
Joſhua's propoſitions, who | therefore ap- 
pointed proper perſons to conduct the bu- 


fineſs of a general ſurvey, and at the ſame 


time, ſuch as were the beſt qualified, were 


. 


appointed to afſiſt in carrying the commil- 
ſion into immediate effect. e. 

Excluſive of a ſurvey by meaſurement, 
of the value of land in different quarters; 
there being in Cannaan many large tracts 


of ground greatly more prolific than 
others, and yet prodigiouſly inferior in 


quality to the foil in the neighbourhood 
of Jerufalem and Jericho. Though the 


ſiderable part is mountainous, yet, with 
reſpect 


t of the world. Ten men were: em- 
ployed to make the ſuryey and comparative 
valuation, one being ſelected from each of 
the tribes concerned in-the propoſed parti- 
tion of the ſoil. Having compleated their 
undertaking within the ſpace of ſeven 
months, the commiſſioners returned to Si- 
loe, which was then the ſeat of the holy 
tabernacle, and made a report of the mea 
ſurement and the comparative valuation of 
Having received the report of the com- 
miſſioners, Joſhua called to his aſſiſtance 
Eleazar, the high-prieſt, together with the 
elders and princes, and then made a par- 
tition of the whole land among the nine 
tribes, and the half tribe of Manaſſes, an 
equitable proportion being aſſigned to each. 
Upon putting the ſeveral diſtricts to the 
lot, the tribe of Judah had for its ſhare all 
the Upper Judea, reaching in length to 
Jeruſalem, and in breadth to the lake of 


lon and Gaza. | 


That part of Idumea which borders up- 
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n 


to the abundance and excellency of 
its productions, it is not ſurpaſſed in any 


U. 


8 JOSEPHUS. 


on Egypt and Arabia fell to the lot of the 
tribe of Simeon. 1 
The tract of country extending from the 


| 


ing in breadth from Jeruſalem to Bethel, 
became the portion of the tribe of Benja- 
min. This . was the ſmalleſt lot : but it 
comprehended Jeruſalem and Jericho, and 
the richneſs of the ſoil made amends for 
the deficency of quantity. | 

The lot of the tribe of Ephraim extend- 
ed in length from the Jordan to Gadaza, 
and in breadth from Bethel to the large 
; The inheritance of the tribe of Manaſ- 
ſes extended lengthways from the Jordan to 
the city of Dora, and in breadth as far as 
Bethſana, which is now known by the 


- ” 


- 


name of Seythopolis. 


All that part of the country between the 


Jordan and Mount Carmel, and ſtretching 
in breadth to Mount * Itabyr, was the 
lot of the tribe of Iſſachaer. 
The lot of the tribe of Zabulon com- 
prized the whole country bordering upon 
Mount Carmel and the ſea, and reaching 
as far as Genezareth. ? 17 
The lot of the tribe of Afar conſiſted of - 
the country behind Mount Carmel, oppo- 
ſite to Sidon, and including the city of 
{ Arce, otherwiſe Actipus. N 

The lot of the tribe of Nephthali, con- 
tained the Upper Galilee, and the country 
eaſtward of the city of Damaſcus, Mount 
Libanus, and the head of the river Jordan, 
which takes its riſe from that ſide of the 
Mount bordering upon the city of Arce, 
toward the north. Bo 

The lot of the tribe of Dan included the 
vallies towards the weft, which are bound- 
ed by Azotus and Dora, together with the 
cities of Jamnia and Gittha, and the whole 
country from Aceron to the mountain, 
where commences the boundaries of the 
the oO „ 7 2 +: 4 
In the above manner Joſhua made a 
partition of the ſix provinces of the Canaan- 
ites, which derived their names from ſo 
many of the ſons of Canaan. With regard 
to Amorrhza, the ſeventh province, de- 
riving its name alſo from one of the ſons of 
Canaan, Moſes had long before diſpoſed 
of it to the other two tribes and a half, 
as we have before mentioned : but the 
diſtricts of the Sidonians, the Aruceans, 
the Amatheans, and the Aritheans, were 
not comprized in the diviſion of the 
lands, they not being then inhabited. 

The infirmities of age having rendered 


TT © 


| Joſhua incapable of diſcharging the duties 


of his public ſtation, and the perſons de- 
puted to officiate for him having in vari- 
ous inſtances neglected the public welfare, 


he admoniſhed the different tribes ref] pect- 
ſively 


Or Tabor, 


124 


terly to root out thoſe 'of the natives of | 


to exterminate thoſe people, as the means 


in herds, flocks, money, plate, furniture, 


menſe value; ſo that eve 


had come from beyond the Jordan, and had 


encountered. Let us conſtantly bear in 
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ſively not to tolerate any of the Canaanites 
to remain in the land which the Almighty 
had peculiarly aſſigned for the reſidence of 


| {Bod 
to the force of out reciprocal intefeſts ard 
obligations; and allo, fince Providence has 
been pleaſed to make us neceſſary to each 


the Hebrews ; but, on the contrary, ut- 


the country that had ſurvived the war; 
reminding them, at the fame time, that 
Moſes had ſolemnly exhorted them wholly 


of ſecuring their own perſonal liberties, 
and of defending their laws and religion 
from violation. He enjoined them to ſur- 
render up to the Levites the thirty-eight 
cities aſſigned them, being already in poſ- 
ſeſſion of ten of them in Amorrhæa, or the 
land of the Amorites, on the other fide 
of the river. Three of theſe were to be 
cities of privilege or refuge; namely, 
Hebron in the tribe of Judah; Sichem in 
the tribe of Ephraim; and in the tribe 
of Naphthali, } Cedes, in the Upper 
Galilee. From their veneration of the laws 
of Moſes, the people readily acquieſced in 
all that Joſhua fad bid..." 

Joſhua now proceeded to a diſtribution 
of the booty obtained in the war, which 


and other property, amounted to an im- 

individual of 

the Iſraelites was enriched by his portion 
of the ſpoil. „ 

Joſhua next aſſembled his auxiliaries Who 


ſhared in the honour of the late conqueſts. 
Their number was computed at about 
fifty thouſand men, and when they had 
met, Joſhua addreſſed them to the follow- 
ing effect: 8 8 

<« It having been the pleaſure of Al- 
mighty God to give us 8 of this 
country, and to promiſe a continuance 
thereof to our poſterity; and ſince you 
have ſuſtained ſo great a portion of the 
dangers and difficulties attending the exe- 
cution of the Divine will, it is but reaſon- 
able that you ſhould E in the 
comforts and bleſſings of a common peace ; 
and to this end we think it expedient now 
to diſcharge you from any further ſervice 
at preſent, relying, that if occaſion ſhall 
require your future attendance, you will 
evince as ready and chearful a diſpoſition 
and as ardent a zeal, as you have already 
ſhewn, to contribute your exertions for 
promoting the public welfare. We are 
nov to return you. our moſt ſincere ac- 
knowledgments for all the toils you have 
ſiſtained, and all the difficulties you have 


our memory, that next under God, we are 
indebted for all the advantages we now enjoy 
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other, permit me earneſtly to recommend 
that, for our mutual benefit, our preſent 
ſituation may be improved into an indif. 
ſoluble friendſhip and alliance. Great as 
your ſervices have been, you will admit 
that they are not unrewarded, at leaſt as 
far as an ineſtimable booty in gold, filver, 
and other articles of high value may be 
conſidered as 1 a compenſation for 
the fatigue, ardſhips and dangers you - * 
have ſuſtained ; in addition hereto, you Have 
attached us in a bond of friendſhip, which 
will ever diſpoſe us to yield you every 
good office in our power ; for you have 
moſt religiouſly "conformed to the laſt 
will of Moſes, and have omitted no en- 
deavours that could infure you our 
moſt perfect reſpect and eſteem. There- 
fore, you have now permiſſion to depart to 
your reſpective homes: but I earneſtly 
entreat, that no diſtance of ſituation may 
impair our mutual friendſhip: the inter- 
poſition of rivers muſt not divide our af- 
fections; for on which ever of the banks 
we be ſtationed, we ſhould ſtill remember 
that we are all Hebrews, and deſcendants 
from a common ſtock. While we zeal- 
ouſly adhere to the mode of worſhip which 
is preſcribed by the ordinances and laws 
of Moſes, the God of our forefathers will 
aſſuredly be our protector: but ſhould we 
apoſtatize from that religion, we muſt ex- 
pect, as an inevitable conſequence, that 
the Almighty will abandon our Cauſe.“ 

Having delivered the above addreſs, The deb 
Joſhua diſtinctly took letve of the princes E 
and t he community of the Auxiliary tribes, tribes 
who then proceeded on their. return to 
their inheritances, being accompanied a 
part of the way Nabe other Hebrews. 

No fooner had dhe tribes of Reubel and 
Gad, and the half tribe of Manaſſes 
croſſed the river, than they erected an al- n eg 
tar by the fide of the ſtream, intending alar. Jol. 
it as a memorial to poſterity of the friend- 
ſhip and alliance that had been ratified 
between the borderers on either fide the 
Jordan. The conſtruction of this altar no 
ſooner came to the knowledge of the 
Hebrews on the other ſide the river, than 
they became violently enraged againſt their 
confederates, confidering them as guilty 
of the moſt 'abominable apoſtaſy from the 
religion of. their forefathers ; and therefore 
they immediately had recourſe to their 
arms for vindicating the religion and wor- 
ſhip of God. While the multitude were 
in this tranſport of rage, Joſhua, Eleazar 
and the elders, interpoſed their authority 
to appeaſe the, paſſions of the headſtrong 
multitude, exhorting them to ſuſpend the 
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HAP. I. 


execution of ſo violent a deſign as they 
had formed, till they ſhould be convinced 
whether their brethren were really guilty 
of the crime imputed to them. This 
propoſition being unanimouſly approved 
Phinees, the ſon of Eleazar the high-prieſt, 
and ten other eminent men were appointed 
to croſs the river, for the purpoſe of mak- 


ing enquiry into the cauſe of building the| 


altar. The embaſly accordingly departed, 
and immediately on their arrival on the 
other - fide the river, an aſſembly of the 
people was ſummoned ; and Phinees ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the multitude in words 
to the following effect: | 

Be aſſured that we have not raſhly 
and inconfiderately taken up arms to 
execute that degree of vengeance which 
we at preſent - my to be due to 
the enormity of your guilt. We enter- 
tain the hope, that our alliance by blood 
and the friendſhip we have contracted, 
will induce you to purſue ſuch a con- 
duct as will render doereive means on our 
part unneceſſary. It is our moſt ſincere 
requeſt, that you will explain the motive 
and deſign whereby you were induced to 
erect this altar. 
with a pious intention, we can have no 
_ cauſe of quarrel with you: but if you 
have impiouſly abandoned the religion of 
your, forefathers it will bea duty incumbent 
upon us to draw: the ſword againſt you. 
We cannot yet believe that our friends 
and allies, who are ſo well accquainted 
with, and have hitherto ſo ſcrupulouſl 

obſerved, the laws of the Almighty 
through whoſe eſpecial grace and 
favour they have been ſo lately put into 
poſſeſſion of a plentiful country, would 
| abandon the holy tabernacle, the ark, 
the altar, and the religion of their fore- 
fathers, to join with the Canaanites in 
the abominable impiety of idolatrous 
worſhip. But if you have been ſo miſled, 
let me ehxort you to an immediate and 
ſerious repentance whereby you will enſure 
to yourſelves the pardon of Heaven. 
But ſhould you obſtinately perſiſt in an 
impious apoſtaſy, no dangers or difficulties 
will be too great to deter us from defend- 


ing our laws and religion from violation : || 


we muſt employ the force of arms againſt 
you, and, without diſtinction between apoſ- 
tate Hebrews and profeſſed Canaanites, 
make thoſe of both deſcriptions the miſe- 
rable victims to a common deſtruCtion. 
Imagine not, becauſe, you are without our 
boundaries, and are ſeparated from us by 
a river, that you are not ſubject to the 
power and providence of God, If you 
find yourſelves incapable of reſiſting the 
temptation of the place you inhabit, imme- 


If you have done it 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS:. 
| 


| Let me recommend you to be prudent and 


your; fortune in a new diviſion of lands. 


temperate, and not to ſuffer yourſelves to 
be deluded by a wanton deſire of novelty: 
We earneſtly ſolicit your compliance 2 
your own fakes, and thoſe of your wives 
and children, and whatever elſe you hold 
moſt dear, Force us not into an unnatu- 
ral war, . the v 


us with horror : but ſuffer yourſelves to 
be overcome by the powers of reaſon, in- 
ſtead of putting your cauſe to the iſſue of a 
battle, in which the Almighty will moſt 


| afſuredly fight on our fide.” 


Phinees having concluded his addreſs, 
the rulers of the aſſembly, on behalf both 
of themſelves, and the whole body 


of the people of whom me were the re- 


preſentatives, delivered the following juſti- 


ficatory addreſs : 


Neither are we conſcious of a breach 
of the alliance we have contracted with 
you, nor of having deſerved reproach for 
that affectation of novelty which has been 
imputed to us We acknowledge but one 


| God, who alone is worſhipped by the 
whole Hebrew nation. We know of but one 


altar dedicated to the ſervice of religion, that 


being the brazen altar before the taberna- 
| cle. With reſpect to the altar erected 


here, it was not intended for any religious 


| purpoſe, but merely as a memorial to fu. 
ture times of our friendſhip and alliance; 


and: rather to preſerve us in an invariable 
obſervance of the ancient forms of our re- 
ligion, than to be introductory to a new 
mode of worſhip. We appeal to the Al- 
mighty, that in building this altar we 
were nor actuated by the impious motive 
imputed to us. We therefore requeſt, that 


you will in future entertain a more favourable 


opinion of your brethren, than to ſuppoſe 


us capable of ſo horrid an apoſtaſy as that 


we have been ſuſpected of; a fin not to 
be expiated in the ſons of Abraham, but 
with the loſs of life.” Z 


This explanation ptoving fully ſatisfac- A perfet re» 
conciliation 


ed back, and related the reſult of th 1 effected. 
embaſſy to Joſhua, in preſence of the mul. 


tory, Phinees and his companions haften 


titude, The difference being thus ami- 
cably terminated, was the cauſe of great 


| rejoicings among the people ; and on this 
performed, and 


occaſion ſacrifice was 
thankſgivings were offered - up to God; 
after which Joſhua diſmiſſed the multitude 


to their reſpective habitations, taking up 
his own abode in the city of Sichem 
In the twentieth year after the above 


occurrences, when the infirmities of age 


had incapacitated Joſhua for a continuance - 


in the diſcharge of his public duties, he 
ſummoned a meeting of the heads of th 


ery idea of which ſtrikes 
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diately quit this fruitful country, and take ; cities, the elders, and magiſtrates, as wel 
ii | 2· 
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The death of 
ſoſhua. Joſ. 


xxiv. 20. 
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' the high-prieſt ; in conſequence of which, 
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as the common people to be held. He 
addreſſed them in a: pious diſcourſe upon 
the infinite mercies and providences of 
God; reminding them, that through his 
_. goodneſs, they had been advanced from the 
moſt deplorable . ignominy and op- 
preſſion, to a ſtate of unexampled wealth 
and reputation. He enjoined them ſo to 
conduct themſelves towards the Almighty 
as would ſecure them an uninterrupted 
continuance of his favour and protection; 
obſerving, that they had no other means 
of preſervation, than by comporting them- 
ſelves in an exact obedience to the Divine 
commands. He concluded with enjoining 
them to pay reſpect to his laſt advice, for 
he was then preparing to take an eternal 
farewell of this world. : 
Scarcely had Joſhua concluded his ſpeech 
when he departed this life ; being then in 
the hundred and tenth year of his age. Of 
the time of Joſhua's life, forty years were 
paſſed under the diſcipline of Moſes, and 
twenty-five in the adminiſtration of public 


affairs, he being appointed, as we have 


before ſaid, the ſucceſſor of our excellent 
lawgiver. He was a man of great elo- 
quence, and had a peculiar facility in ex- 
preſſing his ſentiments, which, on all 
occaſions, were finely imagined. He ex- 
celled in military {kill, and his courage and 
fortitude were not to be appalled by 
events that would have utterly depreſſed 
the ſpirits, and have diſconcerted the de- 
ſigns of almoſt any other man. In peace 
he was not leſs eminent in council, than 
indefatigable and enterpriſing in war. In 
ſhort, he was a man in every reſpect 
qualified for great undertakings, as appears 
— the ſucceſs attending the Iſraelites, 
while they were ſubject to his command. 
The remains of Joſhua were buried at 
Thamma“, a city belonging to the tribe 
of Ephraim. 75 


About the ſame time alſo died Eleazar, 


the pontificate deſcended to his ſon Phi- 
nees. The ſepulchre of Eleazar is ſtill to 
be ſeen in the city of Gabataa. 
After the deceaſe of Joſhua and Eleazar, 
the people conſulted Phinees concerning 
the pleaſure of the Almighty on the ſub- 
je&t of proſecuting the war againſt the 
Canaanites. The reply of Phinees was, 
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14 Seript. Timna h. 

1 And Adoni-bezec ſaid, threeſcore and ten 
kings having their thumbs and their great toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under my table; as I] 
have done, ſo God hath requited me. And they 
brought him to Jeruſalem where he died.“ 1 Judg. 
I. 7 As we learn from the hiſtory of Joſhua, who 
found a great number of kings in Canaan. in each 
city was a perſon poſſeſſed of kingly power. We 
ſuppoſe thatAdoni-bezec had {ubdued leventy ofthoſe 


* 
a 


| God upon him, for having himſelf formerly 


OF THE JEWS, Book y 
that the war 'muſt- be vigornoſly purſued, 
and that the management thereof ſhould 
be entruſted to the tribe of Judah, who 
engaged that of Simeon to affiſt in the 
undertaking; and they mutually agreed to 
exterminate the Canaanites from their re. 


ſpective tribes. ü | 
CHAP; HI. 


Adombezec leads the Canaanites againſt the 
Hebrews, who defeat the enemy and com- 
mit great ſlaughter upon them. er u« 
alem beſieged. The fiege raijed, and 
Hebron taken by afſault, Severalsf the 
Canaanitiſh cities taken. The tribes of 
Judah and Simeon apply themſelves to the 
arts of peace. The Benjamites male 
the people of Feruſalem tributaries ; and 
other tribes follow the example. Bethel 
betrayed to rhe Iſraelites. The Iſraelites 
relent towards the people of Coanaen. A 
total diſſolution of order and government 
among the Hebrews. The hiſtory of a 
Levite and bis wife. The abominable 
lewaneſs of the Gibeonites towards the 
woman, whoa dies through ſhame and 
confuſion. A dreadjul civil war, 


T this time the Canaanites had a 
powerful army encamped at Bezec, 
waiting to give battle to the Hebrews. 
This force was under the command of 
Adonibezec, a word in Hebrew ſignifying 
the lord of Bezec. They were principal- 
ly encouraged to hope for ſucceſs by the 
great loſs the Iſraelites had lately ſuſtained 
in the death of Joſhua, their general. 
The tribes of Judah and Simeon atrack- TheCmun 
ed the enemy, and after an obſtinate con- des deſear 
teſt obtained a compleat victory over them, 
ten thouſand being ſlain, and the ſurvivors 
being put to flight, Adonibezec, the leader 
of the Canaanites being taken priſoner, his 
fingers and toes were cut off ; and this he 
acknowledged F to be a juſt judgment of 


treated no leſs than ſeventy-two kings in 
the ſame manner. After this puniſhment 
had been inflicted upon him, the conquerors 
took him to Jeruſalem, where he died and 
was buried. | OD | 

Purſuing the advantage they had obtain- ferufden 


ed over the enemy,. the Hebrews ravaged det 
- 98-7 


petty kings, who had ſucceſſively oppoſed, and been 
dethroned by him. According to his own confeflion, 
his fate is to be conſidered as a puniſhment inflict- 
ed by the order of Providence for his arrogance and 
cruelties. He ſpeaks of God in the ſingular num- 
ber, and therefore it is probable he became a con- 
vert to the true religion, and lived in Jeruſalem, 


which was then in poſſeſſion of the children of 
Judah, till he had perf. ted his repentance. 


the 


i 
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the country; and reduced ſeveral towns. || conſented to let the Canaanites remain 
At length they laid fiege to Jeruſalem, and in peace. | | 86 
made themſelves maſters of the lower] The tribe of Ephraim had for a long * 
town; putting all the people that came in time earred on 4 ſiege againſt Bethel, [77.0 
their way to the ſword: but the city it- though without making any conſiderable 24, 5 
ſelf, which was fituated upon an emin || progreſs towards reducing the place, which 
ence, was ſo ſtrongly fortified, both by] maintained a brave defence. At length 
nature and art, that the - affailants relin- one of the inhabitants, as he was convey- 
quiſhed all hopes of being able to conquer ing proviſions into the city, fell into the 
it. From Jerufalem'they marched to He- hands of the beſiegers, who entered into 
bron; which place they ſubdued by aſ- || treaty with him for ſecretly favouring 
ſault, refuſing quarter to the inhabitants. || their ' admiſſion into the town, on | condi= 
am3r:g whom a great ſlaughter was com- tion that he and his relations and friends 
mitted. Among the flain were the bodies || ſhould be preſerved. This agreement be- 
of ſeveral of the race of giants, who in ſta- || ing mutually ratified on oath, the Ephrai- 
ture and countenance materially differed || mites entered the place without obſtruction 
from other people. The bones of ſome||and put all the inhabitants to the ſword, 
of theſe extraordinary people are preſerved || excepting only the man who had betrayed 
is curioſities to the preſent day... the city-and his friends and relations. | 
Being a place of conſideration, Hebron || The Iſraelites now beginning to relent 
was given to the Levites, together with || towards the natives of Canaan, inſtead of 
two thouſand cubits of circumjacent hey fo the war for their extirpation, 
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land. The remaining part of the territo- || they formed the delign of reaping advan- 
ry belonging to that town was aſſigned, || tage from their labour in cultivating the 
in purſuance of the appointment of Moſes, || earth. | 
to Caleb, who was one of the ſpies ſent] The Almighty in his diſpleaſure was 
into Canaan, by Moles, for the. purpoſe || pleaſed to ſignify to the Iſraelites, by a 
of making a report of the ſtate of the|| prophet, that for preſuming to act in 
country. Another portion of land was contradiction to his will, in ſhewing an 
given to the ſons of Jethro, the Madianite, || unſeaſonable tenderneſs to the Canaanites, 
father-in-law to Moſes, in acknowkdge- || they ſhould experience great hardſhips and 
ment for their having abandoned their || cruelties from thoſe very people, who he 
native country, to ſhare the hardſhips had expreſly commanded them wholly to 
and dangers of the people of God, as||extirpate from the face of the earth, 
well in the deſart, as in their wars. Though this remonſtrance from. Heaven 
The two tribes then conquered ſeveral gave them ſome alarm, its impreſſion was 
of the Canaanitiſh cities fituated upon the not ſufficiently ſtrong to detach them from 
mountains, and then deſcended into the] their paſſion for amaſſing riches, and the 
plains. which ftretch cowards the fea, || indulgence of that luxury which had ener- 
and fubdued other places, among which || vated their minds, and unfitted them for 
were Aſcalon and Azotus : but Gaza and military atchievements. The Hebrews 
Acaron, being well ſupplied with chariots || had now degenerated into a total diſregard 
of war, which made great havock in bat- 


of their religious duties, and ſuch was their 
tle, maintained a brave defence, and had ||avarice and love of caſe, that the gratifi- 
a better fortune than their neighbours. [| cations they derived from the tribute and 


Having prodigiouſly enriched them- labour of the Canaanites, reſtrained them 
ſelves with the ſpoils of the war, the en- from proſecuting the war againſt thoſe 
terpriſing tribes of Judah and Simeon, || people. VF 
returned to their inheritances, and laying The authority of the elders were ſlight- 
down their arms, applied themſelves to] ed, nothing of the former regularity was 
huſbandry, and the other arts of peace. || obſerved in the choice of the ſenators and 
Jeruſalem falling to the lot of the other magiſtrates, and, in ſhort, neither the 
Benjamites, they entered into treaty with || religious, civil, nor military inſtitutions 
the inhabitants of the place, and, at length, || were capable of reſtraining the intemper- 
an agreement was formed according to ||ance of the headſtrong and refractory mul- | 
which, in conſideration of receiving pro- || titude. While matters were in this con- Y g 
tection from the former, the latter were|| fuſion, a ſingular occurrence took place, 

to become their tributaries. This treaty || which produced an inſurrection ; and that 

being concluded, both parties deemed was followed by a dreadful civil war. 

themſelves ſecure, the one from outrage A Levite of ordinary extraction, belong- Remarkable 
and violence, and the other from rebellion. || ing to the lot of Ephraim, eſpouſed a wo- . 
The example of the Benjamites was fol- man of the city . of Bethel, belonging to and ble wife, 
lowed by the other -tribes, who upon] the tribe of Judah: ſhe was exceedingly Judt · zin. 
condition of receiving faxes and tributes, || beautiftil, and her huſband had a moſt ar- 


| | dent ; 


es abs. 
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neſs met with little or no return. Hence 


marriage, the woman abandoned her huſ- 


being then in the neighbourhood of Jeru- 


the houſe, and demanded, that ſhe might 


| licentious purpoſe. 


tempt, ridicule and inſult, and the people 
of tlie houſe not being capable of any ef- 


offered to ſurrender to them his daughter in 
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dent affection for her: but greatly to his | room of the ſtranger, conſidering that az 


diſappointment and mortification, his kind- 


an evil of the leſs magnitude; for thereb 
the reputation only of a private family 


aroſe diſagreements and daily diſputes, in- lg: be facrificed ; whereas, by giving 


ſomuch, that in the fourth month after her 


band's habitation, and returned to her pa- 
rents. 
enced a kind and hoſpitable reception from 
her friends, through. whoſe interference a 
reconciliation was effected. On the fifth 
day, the huſband propoſed to return, but 
being detained by the perſuaſions of his 
wife's friends, it was late before they ſet 


out. They were attended only by one 


ſervant, and the woman rode on an als. 


Having proceeded about thirty furlongs, 


filem, the ſervant adviſed them to procure 
a lodging on the road, rather than expoſe 
themſelves to the danger of travelling in 
the night. The maſter, however, was 
averſe to taking up his abode among ſtran- 
gers, the city being then in poſſeſſion of 
the Canaanites, but choſe rather to pro- 
ceed twenty furlongs further, when ac- 
commodation might be had among his 
friends and allies. While they were pur- 
fuing their journey, they were met, near 
Gaha, by an ancient man of the tribe of 
Ephraim, who was returning from the 
country to his hovſe in that town. The 
ſtranger aſked them, who they were, and 
what was the occaſion of their being a- 
broad at fo late an hour of the night. In 
teply, the huſband faid he was a Levite, 
and that he was conducting his wife from 
her father's habitation to his own houſe in 
the tribe of Ephraim. From a reſpect to one 
of his own tribe, and alfo from a principle 
of hoſpitality, the old man invited the tra- 
vellers to refreſh and repoſe themſelves at 
his houſe; and they accordingly accom- 
panied him home. Some young men in 
the town obſerving the woman to be re- 
markably beautiful, they followed her to 


— — 


be ſurrendered to them. The expoſtulati- 
ons of the old man, could not divert the 
diſſolute and abandoned youths from their 
He urged, that he 
was bound to protect his gueſt, as being 


a kinſwoman and the wife of a Levite, and 


repreſented, that if they proceeded to the 
commiſſion of the act they appeared to 
have in view, they would be guilty of the 
moſt heinous and unpardonable violation 
of all the laws of religion; honour, hu- 
manity and common juſtice. But the gra- 
vity of his reaſoning producing only con- 


fectual reſiſtance, the old man, at length, 


The huſband followed, and experi- 


up his gueſt, he would have become ac- 
ceſſary to an affront upon, and a degrada- 
tion of a whole community. However, 
arguments and perſuaſions had ſo little 
effect upon theſe execrably profligate and 
abandoned wretches, that they threatened 
to put the old man to inſtant death, if he 
any longer oppoſed their demand. In 
ſhort, they forcibly took the woman out of 
the houſe, and conveying her to their 


morning, they ſent her back; but her 
ſhame, grief and confuſion, on account of 
the barbarity and indignity ſhe had ſuſtain- 
ed, were intolerable; and upon approach- 
ing her huſband, her feelings were ſo ex- 


quiſitely pungent, that ſhe fell to the ground 


and inſtantly expired. At firſt, the Levite 
imagined that his wife had fainted, in 


conſequence of fatigue and the want of 
{leep, and therefore endeavoured to revive 


and comfort her, ſaying, the violence of- 
ſpotted innocence and chaſtity. When he 


great patience and preſence of mind, con- 


into twelve parts, one of which he ſent 
to each of the twelve tribes. The meſ- 
ſenger diſpatched upon this occaſion, were 
inſtructed to inform the ſeveral tribes of 
the atrocious villany perpetrated by the Gi- 
beonites. Having received the intelligence, 
the tribes agreed, that this act of barbar- 
ity ſurpaſſed all example; and ſo highly 
was their reſentment inflamed, that they 
immediately aſſembled in Siloe, before the 
holy tabernacle, reſolving to make a ge- 
acral aſſault upon Gaba. 

The elders now appealed to the mul- 
titude, repreſenting the impropriety of 
making war againſt their allies, until a 
ſtrict enquiry ſhould have been made with 
regard to the truth of the accuſation ex- 
hibited againſt them; and obſerving, that 
the laws and cuſtoms of the IIxaelites 
[would not permit them to proceed to ex- 


5 


per means had been reſorted to for bring- 
ing a matter of controverſy to an amicable 
1ccommodation. They therefore, adviſed 


that meſſengers might be ſent to the 
Gibeonites, to demand a ſurrender of the 
criminals, ſaying, if they ſhould be given 
up, it would be proper to inflict upon 
them a puniſhmegt proportioned” to the 


| horrid 


(Boux U 


own quarters, paſſed the whole night with 
her in the moſt deteſtable lewdneſs. In the 


fered to her had not r from her un- 
came to be undeceived, he behaved with 
ſidering his miſerable ſituation. Placing 
the body of his wife upon the aſs the had 


rode, he conveyed it home, where im- 
mediately upon his arrival, he divided it 


tremities, even againſt ſtrangers, till pro- 


U. 


pats IE 
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horrid enormity of their guilt: but, i 
the demand ſhould be refuſed, the people 
would be at liberty to execute juſtice, by 
having recourſe to the force of arms. 

The meaſure propoſed by the elders 


being unanimouſly approved by the people, 


meſſengers were immediately diſpatched to 
the Gibeonites, with authority to demand 


that the authors of the horrid violence up- 


on the Levite's wife might be ſurrendered 
to them, in order to be rendered amen- 
able to the laws they had ſo groſsly violat- 
ed. According to their inſtructions, the 
meſſengers ſaid, they demanded the perſons 
who had committed the offence, becauſe 
the Hebrews were averſe from involving 
the whole community of the Gibeonites in 


miſery, when juſtice might be ſatisfied 
with the puniſhment only of the guilty 


parties. However, the Gibeonites refuſ. 
ed to give up the raviſhers, ſaying, they 
thought it not honourable to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be prevailed upon by the appre- 


henſion of a war, to ſubmit to any rules 


dictated by other people; adding that they 
were neither ignorant of the art of war, 


Aver be. . 
tween the 
Iſraelites.and 
the Benja- 
mites. Judg, 
u. 17, 


nor contemptible in numbers, and that 
they were unanimouſly reſolved to defend 
themſelves from violence, or, to a man, pe- 
riſh in the attempt. _ RE I 
The anſwer brought by the meſſengers, 

ſo exaſperated the Iſraelites, that they bound 
themſelves under an oath not to inter- 
marry with the tribe of Benjamin, and 
determined to proſecute a fiercer war againſt 
them than had been maintained againſt 
the Canaanites, in order to puniſh them 
for having refuſed to deliver up to juſtice 
the authors ofa moſt flagitious villany per- 
trated in a_ place under their juriſdiction. 
In* purſuance of this refolution, the 
Iſraelites took the field, to the number of 
four hundred thouſand fighting men. The 
army of the Benjamites conliſted of twenty- 


five thouſand and fix hundred men, there 


being among them five hundred left-hand- 


ed lingers of uncommon dexterity. An 


engagement taking place near Gaba, the 
Iſraelites were defeated, with the loſs of 
two-and-twenty thouſand men, and the 
ſlaughter would have been more terrible, 
had not the night prevented the victors from 


purſuing their advantage. 


The next day another battle was fought, 
when the Iſraelites alſo were unſucceſsful, 
their ſlain on this occaſion amounting to 
eighteen thouſand. Being thus twice de- 


feated, and by an inferior force, the Iſrael- 


ites were ſtruck with terror and diſmay ; 
and removing their camp ſomewhat nearer 
to Bethel, they paſſed the following day 


in faſting and prayer, Phinees, the high- 


prieſt, fervently imploring the Almighty 


US JOSEPHU 8. 


and make-them victorious over their ene 
mies. 

The high-prieſt having ſignified to the 
multitude, that their prayers had proved 
acceptable to God, the army was divided 
into two bodies, one being drawn up to 
give battle to the enemy, and the other be- 
ing ſtationed in ambuſhes near the city. 
Upon the firſt onſet, the Iſraelites retreated, 
and continuing to practice that manœuvre, 
the enemy were gradually drawn to a diſs 
tance from the town. The ſuppoſed flight of 


of the city to imagine that victory was 
again decidedly in their favour, they came 
in great numbers out of the place, 1515 
to partake of the ſpoil. When the Ben- 
jamites were drawn within reach of the 
ambuſh, the Iſraelites faced about, and fu- 
riouſly charged the enemy, who were at 
the fame time bravely attacked upon the 
rear by the ambuſh. In theſe deſperate 
circumſtances, the Benjamites retreated into 
a valley, where being ſurrounded by the 
adverſe army, about five-and-twenty thou- 
ſand were ſlain: in ſhort, the whole that 


men, who bravely cut a paſſage through 
the middle of the enemy, and gained a ſta- 
tion upon a neighbouring mountain. 

After the above victory, the Iſraelities 
burnt Gaba, ſparing neither men, women, 
nor male children: and ſeveral other of the 
cities belonging to the Benjamites ſhared 
the ſame fate. The Iſraelities alſo diſ- 
patched an army of twelve thouſand men 
againſt Jabes, * a city of Gilead, in revenge 
for the people having refuſed to join 
them in the war againſt the Benjamites: 
and all the inhabitants of that place ex- 
cepting only four hundred virgins, were 
put indiſcriminately to the ſword. 

When the rage of the Iſraelites was 
appeaſed, they expreſſed regret on occaſion 
of the miſerable fate of their brethern, 
the Benjamites, and appointed a ſolemn 


propitiation for the ſeveritics they had 
exerciſed upon their countrymen, for they 
conſidered themſelves as fully juſtifiable in 


law. os 
Meſſengers were now diſpatched to 
invite the fix hundred men who had re- 


Iſraelitiſ army to return. Finding this 
party upon a rock called Rhoa, ſituated 
in the defart, the meſſengers condoled with 
them on their own unfortunate circum- 
ſtances, end the loſs of their relations and 
friends, recommending them to ſubmit to 


4 geri pt. Jabeſh- Gilead, 


to ſtop the courſe of his high diſpleaſure, 


the Iſraelites occaſioning the inhabitants 


faſt to be obſerved, though not by way of 


ſolutely fought their way through the 


. 1 Wy their 
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eſcaped, was a ſelect body of ſix hundred 


Twenty-five 
thouſand of 


the Benja- 


mites ſlain, 


puniſhing an | atrocious breach of the 
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their lot with becoming fortitude, and 
to return to the community, and thereby 
prevent the entire extirpation of their tribe, 
which muſt be the conſequence, if they 
continued in a ſtate of ſeparation from their 
countrymen. The meſſengers informed 
them, that their lands, cattle, and all 
their. other property ſhould be faithfully 
reſtored. Theſe ſix hundred men acknow- 
ledged, that they had acted in ſupport 
of a bad cauſe, and that the puniſhment 
their tribe had ſuſtained was à righteous 
judgment upon them for having protected 
the authors of an unexampled act of wick- 
edneſs. In compliance with the invi- 
tation of the meſſengers, they then agreed 
to return to the community. 

A difficulty now occurred, as to the 
teans of providing the fix hundred: men 
with wives, the ltraelities having bound 
themſelves under the ſolemnity of an oath 
not to intermarry their daughters with the 
tribe of Benjamin. Some contended, 
that the oath could not be binding, fince 
it was raſhly made, while the parties 
were under the influence of the paſſion 
of reſentment : but the elders diſapproved 
of committing perjury, whatever expedi- 
ents might be had recouſe to for appar- 
ently abating, in ſome degree, the henious 
complexion of that fin. However, four 
hundred of the Benjamites were provided 
with wives in the fame number of virgins 
that had been made captives on the tak- 
ing of the city of Jabes; and one of the 
ſenators propoſed the following method 
for giving wives to the remaining two 
hundred: he obſerved, that a public feſ- 
'tival was appointed to be held thrice a 
year in Siloe, when the wives and daugh- 
ters of the Iſraelites were accuſtomed to 


make part of the company ; recommend- | 


ing that, on the next occalion of this 
kind the Benjamites might be permitted 
to ſeize as many of the virgins as they 
ſhould be able; adding, that if juſtice 
ſhould be demanded upon the authors of 
the violence, the complainants might be 
informed, that it was deemed neceſſary to 
the public welfare to tolerate the act, and 
that it would be wrong for the Iſraelites 
to purſue their reſentment any further a- 
gainſt the Benjamites, fince a ſufficient pu- 
nithment had already been inflicted upon 
them. 

The above propoſition being approved, 
-upon the arrival of the feſtival, the two 
hundred Benjamites ſtationed themkdvess in 
vineyaras and ſecret places, and as the 
virgins came forth, ſeized and carried them 
to their own inheritance, each man being 


thus ſupplied with a wife. By this means 


the tribe of Benjamin was again eſtabliſhed 


in domeſtic happine 8; and in proceſs of 


22 


|ence, being wholly regardleſs of the con- Jodi. 


time, became a flonriſhing community in 
population, wealth and power. 
The affairs of the tribe of Dan were at 
this fime in a very precarious ſitnation. 
The Iſraelites having neglected the practice 
of arms, and directed their attention whol- 
ly to agriculture, tillage, and other rural 
occupations, the Canaanites, availing them- 
ſelves of this degenerate change in their 
manners, entered into a formidable con- 
federacy againſt them, hoping ſo to reduce 
their power as to render them incapable 
of any conſiderable annoyance in future. 
They trained up their people to martial 
diſcipline, raiſed powerful armies, and 
collected a great number of chariots of 
war. Aſcalon and Accaron eſpouſed the 
cauſe of the Canaanites, who alſo attached 
to their intereſts ſeveral cities in the plains, 
whereby the Danites were reduced to the 
neceſſity of retiring to the mountains for 
refuge. They were neither powerful enough 
to oppoſe the Canaanites in war, nor poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſufficient land to afford them a 
maintenance in peace. Being thus circum- | 
ſtanced, the Danites diſpatched five of 
their people into the inland part of the 
country, for the purpoſe of diſcovering a 
commodious ſpot, where they might eſ- 
tabliſh their reſidence. After about a 
day's journey from the great plain of Si- 
don, the meſſengers arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mount Libanus and the 
ſource of the lefler Jordan, where they 
found the country fruitful, and every way 
convenient for a ſettlement ; whereupon 
they returned, and made a report to their 
tribe of the ſucceſs of their expedition. 
Having received the information of their 
five commiſſioners, the Danites immedi- 
ately repaired to the ſpot, and erected a 
City there, calling it Dan, from one of 
the ſons of Jacob, after whom the whole 
tribe received its name. 

In the mean time, the Iſraelites aban- The Dania 
doned themſelves to luxury and indo]- dee 
cerns of religion, and holding the authori- 
ty of government in utter contempt. In 
ſhort, without attempting reſiſtance, they 
ſuffered all their good principles to be car- 
ried away by the overbearing torrent of the 
Canaanitiſh corruptions. 
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The Ifreciites are een by Churſarth, _ 
ing of the Ajjyrians, who keeps them in 
a TW) etched flate of ſubjection fer the ſpace 


ov eight years. 


HE conduct of the Ifraclites being 
highly offenſive in the fight of the 
Almighty, they appeared no longer to have 


i 
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a proſpect of attaining to that ſtate of hap- 
pineſs of which they had been ſo long in 

urſuit. While they were thus neglectful 
of their religious duty, as well as every 
moral obligation, Churſarth*, the king of 
Aſſyria, declared war againft them, kil- 


ling great numbers of their people in battle, 


gaining poſſeflion of many of, their towns, 


diſtreſs, this generous deſign he communi- [ 


ſome by the force of arms, and others by 
treaty, grievouſly oppreſſing the people, 


ing hardſhips and indignities. In this mi- 


ſerable ſtate of ſubjection they remained for | aire t rat d: LE 
The Iſraelites are oppreſſed by the king of 


the ſpace of eight years, when they were, 
at length, reſcued out of the power of their 


cruel oppreſſors in the manner that will be |} 


found explained in the following chapter, 
"CHAT IV 


Kenaz propoſes a meaſure for redeeming the 
Hebrews from their oppreſſion, which ts 
carried into execution with ſucceſs. The 

Hebrews give battle to and defeat the A, 
fyrians. In gratitude for his ſervices, 
Kenaz is choſen governor of” the Hebrews. 


F ENAZ, of the tribe of Judah, was 
a man of ſound underſtanding, and 
undaunted bravery, and he had likewiſe 


uſineſs. Animated by a ſecret impulſe 
from Heaven to attempt ſome great and 
heroic atchievement for relieving his coun- 
trymen from the preſent extremity of their 


cated to ſome of his particular and confi- 
dential friends, whom-he knew to be men 
of ſtrict honour and approved brayery, and 
well qualified for engaging in an enterprize 
for relieving their countrymen from their 
preſent calamitous ſituation. 

Having ſeriouſly deliberated on the moſt 


effectual · means for emancipating them- 


Ide Aſſy ri. 


uns defeated 


by the 14 e- 


ſelves from the intolerable yoke of the 


Aſlyrian oppreſſion, the confederates came 
to the reſolution, . that, in the firſt place, 
it would be expedient to ſurpriſe the king's 
guard, and put the garrifon to the ſword. 
Collecting as many of their friends as the 
Judged neceſſary for this exploit, they at- 
tacked the royal guards, and the garriſon 
by ſurpriſe, and put them all to the ſword. 
The reputation of this exploit occaſioned 
great numbers of the Hebrews to join the 
contederacy, and in a ſhort tune, Kenaz 
found himſelf in a condition to oppoſe the 
whole Aſſyrian army in a regular engage- 
ment. The armies meeting, a battle en- 
ſued, and the Aſſyrians being compleatly 


. Joeg. routed, to avoid being cut to pieces by 
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the conquerors, they retreated to the other 
ſide of the river Euphrates. r 


The Hebrews being thus reſtored to li- 


berty through the prudent and enterpriſing 


ſpirit of Kenaz, in acknowledgement for 
the eminent ſervices he had rendered them, 
they unanimouſſy choſe him for their go- 


vernor, which office he held ta the time 


of his death, which happened forty years 


| after his advancement to that dignity. 
and ſubjecting them to the moſt mortify- || | ee Fog 


one HA P. V. 


tbe Moabiter, h 15 flabbed by Fodes. 
T hey free themſelves from their ſulbjection 
to the Moabites. Jodes dies, and is ſuc- 

ceeded in the government ly Sangar. ' 


N conſequence of the death of 'Kenaz, 
the Hebrews were again without a ruler ; 
and becoming utterly regardleſs of their 
duty to God, and the authority of the law, 
they were involved in new and great afflic- 
tions. Such was the degeneracy of their 
manners, that even Eglon, king of the 
Moabites, held them in contempt ; and 
their want of order, policy, and diſcipline, 
encouraged him to make war againſt them. 
Having gained advantage over them in ſe- 


*|| ncounters, he, at length, reduce 
peculiar addreſs and facility in tranſacting veral encounters, he, at: length, reduced 


them to a ſtate of the moſt degrading hu- 
miliation, and made them tributaries to 
him. Eglon then removed his court to 
Jericho ; and for the ſpace of eighteen 
years, continued to oppreſs the Hebrews 
with unrelenting ſeverity, inſomuch, that 
they were often in danger of periſhing 
through want of food, and the other com- 
mon neceſſaries of life. However, in com- 
paſſion to their ſufferings, and in mercy to 
their fervent prayers, the Almighty was 
pleaſed to releaſe thoſe miſerable people 
from the tyranny of the Moabites, as we 
{hall now proceed to relate. 

At this time dwelt in Jericho a young 


man named * Jodes, the ſon of Gera, of 


the tribe of Benjamin. He was a youth of 
an athletic form, and daring ſpirit, being 
remarkably expert in the uſe of either 


hand, though perhaps more dexterous with 
By frequent preſents, and other 


the left. 
marks of reſpect and attachment, Jodes 
ingratiated himſelf into the favour of the 
king, and conſequently gained many friends 
at court, But this appearance of kind- 
neſs was aſſumed with a view to ſeizing 
ſome favourable opportunity of relieving 
his countrymen from their ignominy and 
wretchedneſs, by putting their cruel op- 
preſſors to death. Having 
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ſhould diſturb him. 
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concealed by his garments, attended by 
two ſervants, he repaired to the palace, un- 


der pretence of making the king a preſent. 
This was in the middle of ſummer, and at 
that time of the day when moſt of the 
king's attendants had retired to dinner. 
Having made his preſent, Jodes ſignified 
to Eglon, who was withdrawn into a cool 
place of refreſhment, that he had ſome- 
thing of importance to communicate, 
which required privacy; whereupon the 
king ordered the people, who had been 
the bearers of the preſent, to retire, and 
then aſcended his throne. Jodes being 
extremely anxious leſt he ſhould miſs his 
aim, that he might be the leſs liable to tail 
in his attempt, he ſignified that his preſent 
buſineſs was to ſpeak to his majeſty on the 
ſubje& of a commiſſion he had received 
from the Almighty in a dream. Being 
curions to know what the other had to ſay, 
Eglon roſe to liſten, at which inſtant Jodes 
plunged the dagger into his heart, and 
leaving the weapon in the wound, ſhut the 
door of the ſummer- parlour, and retired. 
Some hours elapſed before the death of 
the tyrant was known to any of his attend- 
ants ; for ſuppoſing him to be aſleep, they 
did not into the chamber, leit they 


In the mean time, Jodes eſcaped tax! - 


richo, and informed the people of the-ex- | 


ploit he had performed, in order to reſtore 
them to freedom. Upon receiving this 
welcome intelligence, 
trumpets to different parts of the country 
for ſummoning the ple to aſſemble. 
Surpriſed that their maſter did not appear, 
towards evening the king's attendants be- 
came apprehenſive that ſome accident had 


happened to him, and therefore entered the 


apartment, and found him dead. Upon 
this diſcovery, the guards were ſent for; 
but before they could aſſemble, great num- 


bers of the Iſraelites had forced into the 


palace, putting many of the late king's 
people to death, and purſuing the troops, 
to the number of ten thouſand, towards 
the river, where other parties of the Iſra- 
elites having prepoſſeſſed themſelves of all 
fords and paſſes, every man of the Moa- 
bites was put to death. 

To prove their gratitude to the author 
of their deliverance, the Hebrews unani- 
mouſly concurred in appointing Jodes to 
de their ruler : and he continued in the diſ- 
charge of the duties of that office till the 
time of his death, which took place eighty 
years after he had aflumed the powers of the 


they diſpatched | 
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— 


and the ordinances of Moſes. 


| gover nment. 
who died in the firſt year of his adminiſtra. 
tion. a n | 5 1 
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The Iſraelites become hardened in wickedneſs, 
and are oppreſſed by Fabin, king of 737 
Canaanites. Barak appointed general g 

the Hebrews, who entirely overthrgyg, 


their enemies. The death of Fabin. 


A, | Otwithſtanding the calamities they had 
ſuſtained, ſo far were the Iſraelites 
from being reclaimed, that they became 
ſtill more addicted to the practice of every 
kind of wickedneſs. Scarcely were they 
relieved from flavery under Eglon, 
king of the Moabites, when they were 
ſubjugated to the power of Jabin, king of 
the Canaanites. The court of Jabin was 
held in Azor, a city ſituated upon the 
banks of the lake Samachonitis, and this 
ſovereign had an army in pay, conſiſting 
of three hundred thouſand foot, ten thou- 
ſand horſe, and three thouſand chariots, 
to the command of which he gave to 
Siſera, who had obtained a high place in 
his favour, in conſequence of the advan- 
tage he had gained over the Hebrews in di- 
vers encounters. 5 
Having remained about twenty years 
in the moft ſervile ſubjection to king 
Jabin the Hebrews, at length began to 
feel compunction for having, during a long 
{cries of years, perſevered in a conſtant courſe 
of diſobedience to the commands of God, 
While un- 
der this diſpoſition to repentance, the Iſra- 
elites made application to a celebrated pro- 
pheteſs, named Deborah (a word in the 
Hebrew language ſignifying a Bee) requeſt- 
ing that ſhe would ſupplicate God, in his 
infinite mercy, to pardon their tranſgreſ- 


ſions, and deliver them from their cruel 


ſufferings under the tyranny of the Cana- 
anites. The mediation of Deborah pre- 
vailed upon the Almighty to promiſe a de- 
liverance from their bondage, and to ſignify 
that it was his pleaſure, that Barak ſhould 
be appointed to the command of the Iſrael- 
itiſh army. Thereupon, Deborah ſent 
for Barak (whoſe name, in Hebrew, ſigni- 
fies Lightning), and on his arrival, ſhe di- 
rected him to march againſt the enemy with 
an army of ten thouſand choſen men, ſay- 


ing, that number, though ſmall, compara- 


tively with the' force of the enemy would 
be ſufficient to inſure ſucceſs to the arms of 


* Script. Shamgar. a 

+ The ſcripture mentions only nine hundred 
chariots of iran, as being the force of the king of 
Canaan. ** And the children of Iſrael cried unto 


; a 


the Lord, for he had nine hundiel chariots of 
iron; and twenty years he mightily oppreſſed the 
children of Iſrael.” Jug. IV. 3. 
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Jodes was ſucceeded in the 
government by * Sangar, the ſon of Anath, 
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ap, VII. 
arms of the Iſr aelites Barak at f 11 . f 


nal manifeſtation of the ' favour of Heaven 


ken and diſperſed, great numbers of the 


FLAVIUS 


oſtulated with the propheteſs Deborah, 
and at length abſolutely refuſed to under- 
tike the command of the army, unleſs 
Deborah Herſelf would perſonally engage 
in the expedition. After farcaſtieally ob- 
ſarving, that Barak maſt poſſeſs an ex- 
traordinary ſpirit of heroiſm, fince he had 
propoſed to transfer to a woman a com- 
mittion which God had appointed him 
to execute, the conſented to accompany 
the army in the oppolition to the enemy. 

The choſen number of the Hebrews be- 
ing drawn out, they pitched their tents up- 
on Mount Tabor; and by order of their 
king, the Canaanitth army came forth to 
oppoſe them, under the command of 
diſera. The adverſe armies being encamp- 
ed within ſight of each other, the mani- 
feſt ſuperiority of the enemy ſttuck the 
Iſraelites with ſuch conſternation and ter- 


under his command, were averſe from ha- 
zarding abattle. Deborah obſerving to the ge- 
neral and his troops, that they were engaged 
in the cauſe. of God, and that therefore 


the Hebrews were encouraged to abide the | 

iſſue of a battle. No ſooner had the en- 
gement commeneed, than a - violent 

ſtorm” of wind “ aroſe, accompanied with | 


rain and hail, and the tempeſt” driving | 
1. Canmar- directly in the face of the Canaanites, || 
3 they were unable to keep their eyes open, 


or to make uſe of their bows, ſlings, 
ſwords, or other weapons, their fingers 
being benumbed with cold. This fig- 


animated the Hebrews to: purſue the 
charge with additional bravery :- till, in 
ſhort, the adverſe army was entirely bro- 


men falling by the ſword, others being 
trampled to death by the horſes, many be- 
ing torn to peices by the chariots, and 


the reſt flying from the victors in terror 


and confuſion > 74 

Finding the battle irrevocably loſt, 
Siſera deſcended from his chariot,. and fled 
on foot to the houſe” of a woman named | 
Jael, a Kenite by birth, for refuge, where 


* n EIS - 


— _ 
7 . 


a 
- 


8 8 : th 3+ BY | p >; 

* This does not correſpond with the Scripture, 
where it is only ſaid that Siſera and all his hoſt 
were diſcomfited, And the Lord diſcomfited Si- 


ſera, and all his chariots and all his hoſt, with the 


edge of his ſword befcre Barak. ſo that Siſer light · 
ed down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet.” 
Judg. iv. 15. The motion of his chariot not be- 
ing ſwift enough to carry him out of danger, he 
fled like a common ſoldier, in which character he 
was leſs liable to diſcovery. In ancient times, men 
vere ſurpriſingly ſwift of foot. In this quality 
Allakel excelled, as we are told in 2 Sam. c. ii. 
18. For ſwiſtneſs of foot the Greeks were remark- 


ab'e, of which Achilles is one among many 'in- || 


ances that might be produced. 


in urſuit of him. 


rak led his troops towards Azor, in pur- 
cor, that the general, as well as theſe 


882 PS * * 1 


| was faſt _ 


huſband : 


JOSEPHUS. 


* 
893 
G3 


he was received in a friendly manner; 
Requeſting ſome thing to abate his thirſt, 
Jael ſupplied him with ſome ſour milk 
of which having drank heartily, he fell 


into a ſound fleep, being overcome with 


8 


the toil and fatigue of the day. While 

he was ſleeping, Jael took an iron ſpike gifera put w 
or nail, of the kind made uſe of for faſ- death by Jaslz 
tening - down the cords of the tents, 

and with a hammer drove it through his 

temples into the ground. + Thus was 

verified the prophecy of Deborah, who, 
previous to the beds, had ſignified, 

that a woman ſhould'gain victory over the 
Canaanitiſh general. Having put an end to 

the life of Siſera, Jael- expoſed his body 

as a ſpectacle to the Iſraelites who were 
Having gained this remarkable victory Batak put- 
over the vaſt army of the Canaanites, Ba- ror _ 
abin, an 


"IN . | F then deſtroys 
ſuit -of Jabin, whom he encountered and the city ot 


flew. - Barak then led his army againſt Aer. 


Axor, which city he utterly deſtroyed, 
After theſe exploits, Barak governed the 
| Iſraelites for the ſpace of forty years. | 
they could not fail of proving victorious, | ESarD e 5 1 


The death of Deborah and Barak. For 
even . years the Jjredlites are harrafſed 
and oppreſſed by the Madianites, the Am- 
alekites and the Arabianr. 
T NEBORAH and Barak died near! 
about the ſame time, and foon af- 
terwards, - the Madianites, - the Arabians, 
and the Amalekites entered into a Con- The Madfari- 
federacy againſt the Iſraelites, whom they ites, the Amas 
encountered and ſubdued, delpolling them fie Ju, 
of their cattle and other property, and join in op- 
devaſtating their country. Being . perpe- eieß the 
tually harraſſed and diſtreſſed b 


ebrew t. 
y the com- judg. vi. 2. 


bined enemy, the Iſraelites were driven to 
the neceſſity of quitting the plains, and 
retreating for refuge to the mountaineous 
parts of the country, where, with infin- 
ite labour, they dug caves and vaults, 


{both for ſecuring their perſons, and conceal. 


ing their ſtores and proviſions from their 
powerful adverſariees. 
Their oppreſſors were contented that 


« 
1 


> " 2 * FAY 


PE" 


1 


1 Then Jael, Heber's wife, took a nail of 
the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and 
went ſoftly unto him, and ſmate the nail into his 
temples, and faſtened it into the ground: (for he 

ep and weary) ſo he died. Judy. iv. 21. 
It is not eaſy to defermine-what was the motive of 
Jael in putting Siſera thus to death, after e. 
received him withgan appearance of hoſpitality a 
bur probably ſhe, being acquainted wi 


kindneſs. He was then at peace with Heber, 
his character, conſidered it as her ＋ avail her- 


ſelf of the opportunity of relieving the world from 
a mercilefs tyrant, 
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Gideon's vi- 
fion, 


that all difliciencies would be amply 
plied by God; and that if he would aſ-|cretly to repair that night to the camp of 
- ſume the command of an army, victory | the Madianites, where he would overhear 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


the Ifraclites ſhould till the ground in the 
winter, ſince they were confident of reap- 
ing the fruits of their labour in the fol- 
lowing ſeaſon. For the ſpace of ſeven 
years, the Iſraelites remained in a moſt 
ſervile ſtate of ſubjection, their diſtreſſes 
being ſo great, that they had no proſpect 
before them, but that of pcriſhing through 
famine. In this extremity of diſtreſs, 
they fervently implored, that the Almighty 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to yield them 
relief. h 


CH AP. VIII. 


The Iſraelites are reſcued from the power 
of their confederated enemies by Gideon. 


The death and burial of Gideon. 
HILE Gideon, the Son of Jaſus, * 


and a principal man in the 
tribe of Manaſſes, was threſhing a ſmall 
quantity of grain upon a wine preſs, not 


' venturing to do that buſineſs in a public 


* 


the ſame ſhall not go. 
„people unto the water: and 


+ Jikewiſe every one that boweth down upon bis] ſelves with takirg up ſome water in the hollow, 
And the number of them that or. palm of their hands, and thereby quenched 
lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were their thirſt, without laying down their arms, or 
three hundred men: but all the reſt of the people | 


* 


lace, leſt diſcovery of his employment 
ſhould be made by perſons in enmity againſt 
his country, and they ſhould ſeize his pro- 
perty, a viſion appeared to him in the fig- 
ure of a young man, congratulating him 
as a perſon highly in favour of the Al- 
mighty. Upon this, Gideon obſerved, 


that his preſent circumſtances did not in- 


dicate his being ſo particularly honoured, 
ſince he was reduced to the neceſſity of 


converting a wine-preſs to do the office of Gideon led his men to the fide of the river, 


the floor of- a barn. The viſion com- 
manded him to preſerve his fortitude, and 


employ his attention upon the means of manner as not to evince a dread of en- 


delivering his country. In reply, he ſaid, 
that he was not equal to ſo great an under- 
taking, the tribe to which he belonged 
being leſs numerous than either of the 
others, and therefore incapable of furnith- 
ing an army adequate to the exploit pro- 

oſed; and that, being a young man, he 
| bad not had ſufficient experience to quality 
him for the management of ſo great a 
deſign. The viſion now informed him, 


ſup- 


* Script. Goaſh-Gilead. 


+ And the Lord faid unto Gideon, the people are] And the Lord ſaid unto Gideon, by the three 
yet too many: bring them down unto the water] hundred men that lapped, will J fave you, and 


and 1 will try them for thee there : and itthall be 


that of whom 1 ſay unto thee, this ſhall go with let all the other people go every man unto his 
thee, the ſame ſhall go with. thee; and of whom. [ 
ſoever I ſay unto thee, this ſhall not go with thee, | account, the followers of Gideon, except only the 
So hg, brought down the || three hundred, ſeem to have reclined on the banks 

| Lord ſaid unto Gi- of the river, in order to indu'ge themſelves ; but 
deon, every one that lappeth water with his tongue | the three hundred, probably, being more intent 


as a dag lappeth, him ſhalt. thou ſet by himſelf 
knees to drink. 


6 | Book Y. 
would inevitably attend the Hebrews 
The particulars of the vifion Gideon com. An arm 
municated to ſome young men wich ben hou 
whom he lived upon terms of friendſhin ds * 
and intimacy; and they had ſuch reſpec w. 1 
for the authority of the revelation, tha: | 
with their aſſiſtance, he was enabled * 
a very ſhort time, to aſſemble an army Fon | 
thouſand choſen men, all appearing reſo- 
lutely diſpoſed to encounter any danzers 
and difficulties in promoting the common 
welfare. 
While the troops were raiſing,. God ap- 
peared again to Gideon, inſorming him 
that mankind were addicted to Aga 
to themſelves the merit of producing thoſ 
events, which were the reſult of the ope- 
rations of Providence, and therefore he 
ſhould be convinced, that human power 
was of no avail, when not aftliſted b 
Heaven. God then commanded him to lead 
his army, in the heat of the day, to the 
banks of the Jordan, and obſerve in what 
manner the ſoldiers would drink; for thoſe 
who, upon the banks of the river, thould 
quench their thirſt at leiſure, were to be 
ſelected as men on whole bravery reliance 
might be ſafely placed; but, on the con- 
trary, ſuch as ſhould be obſerved to drink 
in haſte, were to be conſidered as being 
terrified at the expectation of a battle, and 
therefore unqualified to be employed in the 
expedition . 4 3 
In obedience to the command of God, 


where he obſerved that of the whole num< 
ber, only three hundred drank in ſuch a 


countering an enemy. The Almighty 
commanded Gideon to attack the enemy 
with the detachment of three hundred men 
thus choſen; and he accordingly took his 
ſtation by the ſide of the river, the day 
preceding that he had fixed upon for at- 
tempting the enterprize. . 

Gideon having great doubts as to the 
ſucceſs of his enterprize, God was pleaſed 
in a viſion, to aſſure him that he ſhould 
prove victorious, and to command him ſe- 


WIT 6 Me te 


— ——— - — — 


rowed donn upon their knees to drink water. 


„deliver the Madianites into thine hand; and he 


59 


place,” Judg. vii. 4, 5, 0, 7. According to this 


upon the object of the expedition, contented them- 


otherwiſe putting themſelves off their guard, 
| a con- 


| 


147. VIII.] 3 1 F L AVI US: JOSEP-H'U $:: 


a converſation that would cheer his ſpirits. than they diſpatched large ' parties arm 
eon $93 Gideon accordingly repaired to the camp ed men to take poſſeſſion of all the dif- 
— of the enemy, and overheard à ſoldier re- ficult paſſes upon the mountains and riversy 
ele lating to bis comrade the particulars of || to intercept the retreat of the ſurvivors, all 
tf, his dream, which were, that he ſuppoſed || of whom were, without diſtinction, ' 
ner 8 4 barley-loaf came into the encampment to the ſword; there being among the ſlain 
ncoate o and overturned | the king's tent, and then two kings, named Oreb and Zeb. Thoſe The king's | 
x the tents of his officers and men in different- || of the confederates who eſcaped, were a 222 

ly. In anſwer to this, the ſoldier faid, || body of about eighteen thouſand men, who E their re- 
that he conceived the dream to imply, that || poſted themſelves at a diſtance from the tteat. ver. 25. 
the confederated army would be  over-|| Iſraelites. Notwithſtanding the Iſraelites 
thrown ; for as barley was the coarſeſt of || were exceedingly harraſſed and fatigued 
grains, ſo the Iſraelites were the moſt ab-|| with their exertions in the aſſault they 
ſect and vile among the inhabitants of Aſia ; || with great alacrity purſued and gave battle 
and that he was apprehenſive, that this cir-||to the fugitives, whom they ſubdued, put- 
cumſtance of the barley-loaf overthrow- || ting. every man of them to the ſword, ex- 
ing their tents, was a prognoſtic that their || cept the princes Zebin * and Hezarbon, 
army would be entirely ſubdued by the who were made priſoners of war. On this 
Iſraelites under the command of Gideon. ſoccaſion the ſlain of the Madianites and 
Confidering this dream and its-interpre- || their aſſociates amounted to near a hundred 
tation as an auſpieious omen, Gideon return= {| and twenty thouſand men; and the con- 
ed in high ſpirits, and having communicated || querors obtained a great booty in gold, 
what he had heard to his followers, they filver, rich ſtuffs, camels, aſſes, and other 
immediately prepared to execute the orders articles. N N 
of their leader, in any enterpriſe, however Upon his return to his reſidence in the 
dangerous or difficult, ſinc they had re- lot of Ephraim, Gideon put the Kings The Ephra- 
ceived ſuch ſtrong aſſurances of ſucceſs. || Zebin and Hezarbon to death. The tribe gow of Gi. 
2 About the fourth watch, Gideon led his of which he was a member, now, being deon. Judg. 
ſmall army, which-was drawn up in three envious of the reputation Gideon had ac-  ** 
diviſions, each compriſing one hundred|[quired by his ſplendid atchie rements, e- 
men, and every man carrying a lighted || vinced a ſtrong diſpoſition not only to im- 
lamp within fide a pitcher, and likewiſe a pair the popularity of Gideon, but even to 
trumpet or horn, towards the enemy. The foment an open rupture againſt him. They 
adverſe army was exceedingly numerous, invidiouſſy reproached him for having en- 
being compoſed of different nations, and in gaged in public hoſtilities without the ge- 
it were great numbers of camels, ſo that neral concurrence of, or even having con- 
the encampment muſt have occupied a ſulted the whole body of the tribe of 
vaſt extent of ground, though the whole Ephraim on the expediency of the mea- 
was incloſed within one common line. The|| ſure ; and this ſpirit of diſſention was car- 
orders given to the Hebrews were, that up-||ried to ſuch a height, that his brethren 
on receiving the fignal for breaking their were actually on the point of declaring war 
pitchers, they ſhould make a fierce ſally againſt him. 1 8 Gideon, who was 
upon the enemy with their lamps in their not leſs remarkable for modeſty and pru- 
hands, uttering ſhouts, and entertaining a] dence than for valour, diverted the ftorm 
firm aſſurance of ſucceſs, through the pro- that threatened, by aſſuring them that he 
miſes of the Lord to Gideon. The men claimed no merit on account of the con- 
acted in exact obedience to the orders of|| queſts that had been obtained, in which 
their general, whereby the enemy were he had been an humble though a ſuc- 
ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation ; for|| ceſsful inſtrument ; for he had undertaken. 
hearing a variety of languages ſpoken, and||and conducted the war in exact obedience 
_ obſerving lamps 8 and hearing the to the commands of God; and though 
ſound of trumpets, and ſhouts proceeding || Providence had been pleaſed to aſſign to 
from all quarters, they imagined them- him the moſt laborious part in the buſi- 
ſelves ſurpriſed and ſurrounded by a vaſt|| neſs, yet, the whole honour of the victory, 
The confede- army; and their terror being augmented || he ſaid, belonged to his countrymen. This 
er by the darkneſs of night, they affaulted || temperate and diſcreet behaviour had the 
ther udp, and ſlew each other, every man ſuppoſing the || delired effect upon the multitude, info- 
r. . perſon next to him to be a foe. Thus was] much, that it entirely appeaſed that re- 
a prodigious ſlaughter made; but the ha · ¶ fractory ſpirit Which had nearly burſt forth 
vock the confederates made upon their in open rebellion. ; 
con people was incomparably greater than || Having reſtored his country to freedom, Gideon pra- 
the injury they fuftained from the enemy. 1 OY 3 ale toretire 
Intelligence of- this ſignal victory — — E . lie 
no ſooner reached the reſt of the Hebrews, * Script, Tele) and Ga) mungay, 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 
Gideon expreſſed a deſire of ſurrendering | 


up all his public employments : but the 
people were ſo ſtrongly averſe to accept- 
ing his reſignation, that in compliance 
with their earneſt entreaties, he conſented 
ftill to continue in the diſcharge of his 
ublic duties. He held the office of ruler 


of the Iſraelites for the ſpace of forty, 
years, during which time his attention 
was unremittingly employed in preſcribing 
laws and adminiſtering public juſtice. The 


talents and integrity of Gideon were ſuch, 


that no appeal was ever made from his de-| 


eiſions, nor was he ever reproached either 


on account of his public or private con- ||. 


The death of duct. He lived to a great age, and his 


32. 


Gideon's poſ- 


terity. ver. 3 2 . 


remains were depoſited in his family ſe- 
pulchre in Ephraim, that being his native 
country. | 


SAF. IX: 
The tyranny of Abtmelech. His death. The 


Iſraelites 


and Philiſtines. Teptha's raſh vow. He 
*Frees the Iſraelites. His death. The go-| 


vernment ſucceſſively deſcends to Aſpan, 
Elon and Abdon. 


V different wives Gideon had ſevent 
legitimate ſons ; and by Druma, his 
concubine, he had a ſon named Abime- 


lech. After the deceaſe of Gideon, his 


natural ſon, Abimelech, went to Sichem, 
to reſide with his mother's relations, who 


wretches. Art act whe 
nalized his ſuperior iniquity was that of 


Abimelech 
murd:rs his 
brothers. 


Judg. ix. 5 


The fable of 
the trees 
. chuting a 
king. ver. 7, 
C. " 


were natives of that place. By them he was 
ſupplied with what money he had occa- 
ſion for; and finding them men diſpoſed 


to the moſt atrocious acts of wickedneſs, || 


he returned to his late father's habitation, 
accompanied by a band of theſe profligate 
The firſt act whereby he ſig- 


putting to death all the legitimate ſons of 
his father, except Jothan*, who had the 
good fortune to eſcape beyond the reach 
of his power. Having by theſe horrid 


acts of barbarity gained poſſeſſion of the 


government, Abimelech gave uncontroul- 
ed indulgence to his vicious inclinations 
and openly profeſſing an enmity to virtue, 
religion, and law, he was deteſted by all 
people who were not equally profligate and 
abandoned with himſelf. | 

A ſolemn feſtival being held in Sichem, 
a vaſt concourſe of people aſſembled there, 
when Jotham from the ſummit of Mount 
Garizim, which overlooks the city, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the multitude to the 
following effect : 

« When the trees were poſſeſſed of the 
faculty of ſpeech, and held meetings and 


— 


Abimelech ſo exaſperated the 


conferences like men, the major part of 
them were deſirous of giving the powers 
of their government to the fig- tree, but 
the honour being declined, the ſame of. 
fer was made ſucceſſively to the olive and 


| the vine, but they likewiſe declared them- 


ſelves averſe from aſſuming the ſovereign 
authority, which was at length offered to 
the bramble. This honourthe bramble con. 
ſented to accept, but ſaid to the other trees, 
if they did not obſerve an implicit ſubmiſ- 
ſion and obedience to its will, a fire ſhould 
proceed from itſelf, which ſhould conſume 
all the other trees. | 

This fable, Jothan ſaid, was not intend. 
ed to occaſion idle merriment, but to in- 
duce the people to reflect on their pre- 


ſent ſituation; for after the great ſervices 


| 


ſubjugated by the Ammonites| 


they had received from Gideon they had 
permitted Abimelech, the murderer of 
the progeny of their deliverer, to uſurp the 
government, and puſillanimouſly ſubmitted 
to his tyranny and oppreſſion. The fire 
of the bramble in the fable Jothan ſaid 
alluded to the tyrant Abunelech, 


Jothan retired amongſt the mountains, and 
for three years lived in concealment, to 
avoid the murderous defign meditated 


y [| azainſt him by Abimelech. 


At length, the exceſſive wickedneſs 
ople 
him, that they expelled him from the city 


bl 


invention in concerting means for reveng- 
ing himſelf upon the authors of his 
diſgrace. | 2 

The ſeaſon of the vintage now ap- 
proaching, the people were greatly diſtreſſed 


by the conſideration, that it would be 


dangerous to venture out of the town to 
gather their grapes leſt they 
ſurpriſed by Abimelech and his abandon- 
ed aſſociates. At this time a Prince of 
the country named Gales, + came to 
Sichem, being attended by ſeveral of his 
relations and a band of ſoldiers. The 
Sichemites petitioned Gales to grant them 
a guard for their ſecurity while they 
ſhould gather their grapes, and he readily 
complied. They at firſt purſued their 


| buſineſs without any conſiderable interrup- 


tion, making priſoners of ſeveral of Abi- 
melech's followers that fell into their am- 
buſhes, and when their ſpirits were ex- 
hilerated with wine uttered imprecations 
againſt | Abimelech. However, Zebel, 4 
atched a meſſage to Abimelech, impor- 
ting that, if he would ſtation an ambuſh 


— 


Script Jotham, 


_—_— 


— 


Script. Gaal. 


—_c 


t Script: Zebul. 


er. 


in conſequence of which he employed his ; 
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Having ſpoken in the above manner, 


; of Abimelech 
againſt driven oute 


„Sichem. vo 


* 


ſhould be 


one of the chiefs of the Sichemites, diſ- 


in the neighbourhood of the city, he 
would contrive to put Gales into his pow- 
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er. In compliance with the advice of reſolution of either taking it by force; 
Zebel, the ambuſh was poſted ; and Ga- || or of itting it on fire. Abimelech being 
les ſtaying without the town latter in the|| under the walls of the caſtle, a woman | 
day than was uſual, on his return, he called || from above let fall a heavy piece of a,mill- 
to Zebel, ſaying, he perceived the enemy || ſtoue upon his head, whereby he was ſtruck 
on their march, whereupon, the latter to the ground. Upon recovering ſome- 
aid, that what he ſuppoſed to be men, || what from the effects of the blow, and 
was nothing more than the ſhadow of the || being convinced that the wound he had 
mountain. Upon their nearer approach, || received muſt prove mortal, Abimelech 
Gales inſiſted, that they were bands of called for his armonr-bearer, and com- 
men, and not ſhadows. Hereupon, Ze-|| manded him inſtantly to kill him, that the 
hel aſked Gales, if he believed the enemy world * not degrade his memory, by 
to be near, why he, who had fo often re- ſaying he had fallen by the hands of a wo- 
proached Abimelech with cowardice, did || man. The man immediately obeyed the 2 L N 
not advance to give him battle? Gales orders of his general; and thus were pu- ver. 54. 
now led his troops forward: but after niſhed the horrid cruelties, which the ty- 
the firſt ſhock, finding himſelf too weak || rant Abimelech had committed both upon 
to withſtand the enemy, and ſeveral of || his brethren and the inhabitants of Sichem. 
his followers being lain, he retreated into The government now deſcended to Jair, 
the town. This afforded Zebel an op-|] a Gileadite, and one of the tribe of Ma- 
portunity of charging Gales with cowardice; || nafſes. He had a numerous offspring, 
and in conſequence of this unmerited ac-|| being the father of thirty ſons, all of whom 
cuſation, he was expelled the city. were men of courage, and unblemiſhed re- 
In the mean time, Abimelech procured putation. He was in every reſpect happy, 
intelligence, that the Sichemites would and after holding the government two and 
again go out of the town, for the pur- twenty years, died in an advanced age; 
poſe of purſiiing the buſineſs of the vin- and his body was interred at Camon, a city 
tage, and therefore he poſted ſeveral|| in Gilead. | CT 
ambuſcades for ſurpriſing them. When] The Hebrews were now fo exceedingly 
they had quitted the town, Abimelech|| degenerated as to be utterly regardleſs of 
diſpatched a third part of his army to take|| religion, - law, morality, military diſcipline; 
poſſeſſion of the city gates, and cut off the and civil hedience. Hence they were no 
retreat of the inhabitants that were em- longer held in that reſpect they had before The Aman- 
ployed in the vintage. In ſhort, the maintaifzed. the opinion of the Amonites hay ed TOs 
Sichemites were diſperſed with great || and Philiſtines, who made an irruption in- run the terri- 
laughter, and on the firſt aſſault the town to, and deſolated their country, and, not 5 baereggy | 
De deltue · ſurrendered, and was reduced entirely to contented with the great ravages they com- Juig: x; 15. 


— 


uon ot the 


gebenen, ruins, the ſpot being afterwards ſowed|| mitted, and the ſpoil they obtained beyond 
*r. 40, Ke. with ſalt, which, in thoſe days, was the|| the Jordan, they made preparations for 
method of ſtigmatizing a conquered place|| croſſing the river, and making an abſolute 


with the utmoſt poſſible indignity. conqueſt of all the poſſeſſions of the He- 
Thoſe of the Sichemites that had eſcap- }| brews on either fide thereof. EN 
ed the ſword, retreated to a neighbouring To relieve themſelves from their diſ- 


rock, and, to render the place, which was || treſſes, the Hebrews again had recourſe to 
naturally difficult of acceſs, impregnable, |} penitentiary addreſſes and ſupplications 
preparations were made for enclofing it to Heaven, by means of which the Al- 
with a thick wall: but being apprized of || mighty was induced to grant them a pro- 
this deſign, Abimelech led his army to] mite of futufe mercy and aſſiſtance: | 
the ſpot, and encircled it with an immenſe] The Ammonites had now entered the 
At the fas; pile of dry wood and faggots, which being || country of Gilead with a numerous army, 
le diche let on fire, not a man, woman, or child and the inhabitants took up arms to repel 
dis defloy- of the Sichemites eſcaped the horrid c6n- || the invaders ; but having no general to lead 
4p flagration. The miſerable fate of the Si-|| them on to the attack, it was propoſed, 
chemites would have deſerved more com- that the command ſhould be given to Jep- 
paſſion, but for the conſideration, that it || tha, who then kept an army in pay, and 
was a judgment due to their ingratitude || was held in high eſteem by the people. At 
to a man who had yielded them ſuch eſſen- || firſt, Jeptha refuſed the offer, expreſſing 
tial aſſiſtance. | ſurpriſe that now they were in diſtreſs, they 
Abimelech now led his army againſt || ſhould apply to him for aſſiſtance, ſince 
Thebes, which he conquered by aſ- the ill treatment he had received from 
fault, but the garriſon made good a re-|| them, on pretence of his mother being a 
treat into a ſtrong caſtle belonging to foreigner, had forced him to retire into the 
the place, to the very gates of which] land of Gilead, where he had fince reſided, 
the enemy puſhed the attack with a | gradually collecting an army, by _— 
| | m al 


38 


Jeptha takes 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


all the men who offered their ſervice. 


However, through the repeated and urgent 
entreaties of the people, Jeptha was at 
length prevailed upon to eſpouſe their cauſe, 
and undertake the command of their army, 
upon their ſwearing fidelity and obedience 
to him as their general. 

Jeptha's army being incorporated with 


the command that of the Hebrews, he marched to M1z- 


of the He- 
brew army, 
ver. 11, 


y 


Jeptha's raſh 


peth, from whence he ſent an embaſſy to 
the king of the Ammonites, to expoſtulate 
with him on his injuſtice in treſpaſſing up- 
on a country into which he had no reaſon- 
able pretext for leading his army. In re- 
ply hereto, the king of the Ammonites re- 
torted upon the Iſraelites, urging that they 
were but fugitives from Egypt, who had 
ſeized the arms and territories of other 
people; and in concluſion, he warned them 
to depart from the land of the Aramonites, 
which he infiſted was the legal property 
of himſelf and his ſubjects in right of their 
forefathers. In anſwer hereto, Jeptha 
contended, that inſtead of accuſing the Iſ- 
raclites with depriving them of Amorrhcea, 
it would have been more-juſt in them to 
have acknowledged their gratitude for hav- 
ing been put into poſſeflion of Ammon, 
which it was in the power of Moſes to 
have withheld from them : but, with re- 
gard to the lands they had now poſſeſſed 
tor the ſpace of three hundred years, with 
the aſſiſtance of God, they were determin- 
ed to defend thoſe tenures to the laſt mo- 
ment of their lives. Here the treaty 
cloſed. 

Jeptha now put himſelf at the head of 


vow, ver. 3%* the Iiraelitiſh army, and raſhly made a vow, 


that if he ſhould prove victorious over the 
enemy, he would, on his return, make a 


ſacrifice to God of the firſt living creature 


lt... ii. — 


— rr 


* The ſcripture no where, in expreſs words, con- 


demns this act of Jeptha's ſacrificing his daughter, 


as contrary to the laws of his country, or diſpleaſing 
to God; for which reaſon a great many Chriſtian 


_ writers have rejected this opinion, though vouched 


by the authority of Joſephus, and a great many other | 


ancient and learned writers; conceiving in this ob- 


lation not a natural but a civil kind of death, and a 


ſeparation only unto the Lord: for that he purſued 
not his vow to a literal oblation, there want not ar- 
gumehts both from the text and reaſon. 

It is evident that ſhe deplored her virginity, and 
not her death; Let me go up and down the 
mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fel- 
lows.” When it is ſaid, that ſeptha did un- 
to her according unto his vow, it is immediately 
ſubj-in'd, “ And the knew no man ;” which, as im- 
mediate in wor''s, was moſt probably nearcit in ſenſe 
unto the vow. "Thirdly, it is faid in the text, that 
«The daughters of Iſrael went yearly | to talk with] 
the daughter of Jeptha four days in the year,” 
which had ſhe been ſacrificed in a literal ſenſe, they 
could not have done. For whereas the word is 
ſometimes tranſlated [to lament] yet doth it alſo 
fignify [to talk, or have conference with one ;] and it 
is in this ſenſe tranſlated: 4 Ibant filiæ Ifraelita- 
rum ad confabulandum cum filia Jepthæ, quatuor 

diebus quotannis.” 

It is a'ſo repugnant to reaſon ; for the offering 
mankind was againſt the law of God; and therefore 


— —_— 


he, ſhould meet. Shortly after this, thi 


to the city of Maniath, and making an ir- 
ruption into the country of Ammon, laid 
ſeveral of the cities waſte, giving the ſpoil 
to be divided among the ſoldiers. After a 
miſerable ſlavery for eighteen years, by this 
ſignal victory the Iſraelites were reſtored to 
freedom. | 

Upon his return from the battle, Jeptha, 
met with a calamity that deſtroyed all the. 
ſatisfaction he had hoped his ſplendid at- 
chicyements would have ſecured to him ; 
tor the firſt living creature he caſt his eyes 
upon was his only daughter, a virgin, who 
being appriſed of his approach, Joyfully 
came forth to congratulate him on his ſuc- 
ceſs. Driven to the laſt extremity of diſ- 
treſs by this encounter, he informed his 
daughter of the vow he had made, lament- 
ing the fatal neceſſity he was under of of- 
fering her up as a facrifice to Heaven. 
This intelligence the virgin received with 
ſurpriſing conſtancy and fortitude, ſaying, 
ſhe ſhould not regret parting with life, on 
condition of ſecuring her father's honour 
and reputation, and the liberty of her 
country: the, however requeited, that 
two months might elapſe before the facri- 
fice ſhould be made, that ſhe might have 


time to take a laſt farewell of her relati- 
ons, friends, and companions, when ſhe 


would chearfully ſubmit to the fate which 
it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould ſuſtain in diſ- 
charge of her father's vow. * Tranſported 
by a blind and inconſiderate zeal, upon the 
expiration of the two months, Jeptha, in 
conformity with his raſh vow, made a cru- 
el ſacrifice of the life of his innocent vir- 


gin daughter, 


* 
"—_ 


the"ſcripture with indignation often makes mention 
of the human ſacrifices among the Gentiles It be- 
ing therefore a ſacrifice ſo abominab.c unto God, 
though he had purſued it,.it is not robable the 
prieſts, and{wiſdom of Iſrael would have permitted it. 

The offering up of his daughter was not only un- 
lawful, and entrenched upon his religion, but had 
been a courſe that would have much condemned 
his diſcretion; that is, to have puniſhed himſelf in 
the ſtricteſt obſervance of his vow, when as the law 
of God had allowed an evaſion ; that is, by way of 


commutation or redemption, according Y is deter- 
mined, Levit. xxvii. 4—7. whereby, if ſhe were be- 
tween the age of five and twenty, ſhe was to be eſti- 
mated but at ten ſhekels ; and if between twenty and 
ſixty, not above thirty; a ſum that could nevet 
diſcourage an indulgent parent, it being but the 
value of a ſervant ſlain, the inconſidera':le ſalary of 
Judas, and will make'no greater amount than three 
pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and ſixpence with us. 
Although his vow run general'y for the words, 
« Whatſoever ſhall come forth, &c.“ yet might it 
be reſtrained in the ſenſe, for whatſover was facri- 
ficeable, and juſtly ſubje& to lawful im nolation; and 
ſo might have exempted him from ſacrificing either 
horſe or dog, if they had happened to come out up- 
on him firſt. Nor was he obliged by oath unto a 
ſtrict obſervation of that, which promiſſorily was 
unlawful; nor could he be qualified by vow to com- 
mit a fact whch naturally was abominable. Now 
the 
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armies engaged, and the Ammonites being aid 
utterly overthrown, Jeptha purſued them ver. ;;, 
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Iis victory over the Ammonites enabled 
Jeptha to afford the Iſraelites a favourable 
proſpect of future peace and freedom: but 
the envious Ephtraimites again evinced a vio- 
lent ſpirit of malignity againſt him, and they 
vehemently exclaimed againſt him, as hav- 
ing undertaken the expedition merely from 
motives of ambition and avarice. Jeptha in 
reply faid, they were conſcious that the 


had been invited to join their allies againſt 
the common enemy, but that they wanted 
courage to oppoſe their oppreſſors; con- 
cluding with a menace, that if they per- 
ſiſted in their unjuſt and infolent reproach- 


es, he was determined to have recourſe to || 
arms for reducing their refractory diſpoſi- | 


tion to order. However, finding . reaſon 
and argument of no effect, Jeptha marched 
ſt the army that the Ephraimites had 
ne, brought from Gilead, and having compleat- 
. v. 6.1y defeated them, took poſſeſſion of the 
forts and paſſes of the river Jordan, and 
purſued the enemy with ſo great a ſlaughter, 
that thoſe who fell in the battle and in the 
ſubſequent - ſkirmiſhes - amounted to near 
two-and-forty thouſand men. 
, Afﬀter governing the Iſraelites fix years, 
at, ver. 7- [eptha departed this life, and he was bu- 
ried at Sebeth, in the land of Gilead, which 
was the place of his nativity. Jeptha was 
| ſucceeded by Apſan * of the city of Bethlem, 
in the tribe of Judah; but the occurrences 
during the ſeven years of his government 
are not ſufficiently remarkable to deſerve 
being recorded. He had ſixty ſons and 
thirty daughters, all of whom were living 
and unmarried at. the time of his deceaſe. 
He died at an advanced time of life, and 
was buried in his own country. Apſan 
was ſucceed by Elon, of the tribe of Ze- 


2 in- | 
later and again 
hues the 


years, during which. nothing of conſe- 
quence tranſpired. - He was ſucceeded by 
Abdon, the ſon öf Heliel, being of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and a native of the city 
of Pharathon. He was a man no other- 


wiſe remarkable than for having a numer- | 


ous iſſue: he had forty ſons, and thirty 
grandſons, all of whom excelled in horſe- 


* 1 4 2 4 IM 
„ * — 


Pharathon. 


EY . «a 


of children. 


1 


bleſſing 


BITV FLAVIL/UVS JOSEPHUS.: 


they were living at the time of his de- 
ceaſe. He died in old age, and was buri- 
ed with great pomp and magnificence at 


£ 


e H A P. X. 


nition 
y [| The birth of » Sampſon predicted. Sampſon 


encounters a lin. His exploits againſt 
the Philiftines. He is betrayed by Da- 
lilab. His death; . "It 


THE Iſraelites were held in ſubjection 
by, and made tribu 
liſtines for the ſpace of forty years after the 
death of Abdon: but they were at length 
reſtored to liberty in the manner which we 
ſhall now proceed to relate. 19 44 
Manoah of the tribe of Dan, a man 


age; but, to the 
band, he had no children by her. 
country-houſe in an extenſive plain, he and 
this wife principally reſided there; and in 
his ſolitude the greateſt part of his time 
was employed in praying, that the Al- 
mighty would confer upon him the bleſſing 
The woman being alone in 
this retirement, an angel appeared to her 
under the ſemblance of a graceful young 


ing, that this ſon ſhould humble the pride 


78 e of | Ze- and arrogance of the Philiſtines, and charging 
bulon, who was in the adminiſtration ten || her to let his hair grow uncut and to be cares - 


ful that he ſhould drink nothing but water: 


red. Upon 


After this the viſion ier 
Ee apartment; 


Manoah coming in to- 


on the comely figure of the angel. Hereup- 


ty on, the huſband became. jealous of his wife, 
ſuſpecting that what ſhe had related was 


„ 2 2 


Joſephus and others, ho haye expounded this paſ- 
ſage in a literal ſenſe, might be the dubious words 
of the text, which contain the ſenſe of his vow, moſt 


ceptation. W hatſoever ſhall come fort 
doors of my houſe ſhall ſurely be the Lord's, and I 
will offer it up for a burnt offering.“ Now where- 
as it is ſaid, “ Erit Jehbovæ, & oferam illud holo- 
cauſtum ;” the word ſignifying both Et and Aut, 
it may be taken e At aut offeram, that is, 
it thall either be the Lord's by ſeparation, or ele an 
holocauſt by common oblation, and as Tremellith ! 
rendereth it, Exit inquam jehovæ, aut offeram illud 
bol cauſtum;“ and for the vulgar Latin, it often 
uleth Et where Aut muſt be preſumed, as Exod. 


XXI. 15.81 quis percuſſerit patrem & matrem,” 


men adhering unto their common and obvious ac- 
of the 


| | | A; x ; LI. f ; 1 | ve 
the ground at leaſt which promoted the opinion of | 


— — CO EIS — 


that is, not both, but either. ; There being there- 
fore two ways to diſpoſe of her, either to ſeparate 


of no neceſſity the latter ſhould be performed ; and 
ſurely leſs derogatory unto the ſacred text and hiſ- 
tory of the people of God, muſt be the former. 

t reaſon be the judge, whether from the whole 


ſacrificed, or lain upon the altar. What expreſſion, 
what incident Teems barely to hint at this inhu- 
man facrifice? Is there any thing to afford a pre- 
ſumptive gueſs in what manner, or by whoſe hands 
the barb#ous rite was performed ? Upon the whole, 
the unprejudiced mind can only conclude from this 
narrative, that Jeptha's daughter was devoted to a 
| perpetual ſtate of virginity, £94 
Script. Ibzan. 


. 
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| manſhip, and they were his conſtant guard; 


to the Phi- 


of the firſt diſtinction in his country, had 
a wife who was deemed t6 be incompar- 
ably the moſt beautiful woman of that 
great affliction of the huſ- 
Having a 


An ange! 
foretells the 
birth of | 
Sampſon. 

Judg. ili. 1. 


* 


man, informing her, that the Almight7 
| had commiſſioned him to promiſe her the 
of a male child, which ſhould 
grow up to manhood," and be of a graceful - 
perſon, and of prodigious ſtrength ; add- 


his wife related what had occurred, ex= 
patiating with great warmth of expreſſion 


her unto the Lord, or offer her as a factifice, it is 


relation it appears, that. the daughter was actually 


a mere 


121 


The birth of 


Sampſon, 
Yer, 24. 
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THE ANTIQUIT 


a mere pretext for concealirig from him 


an illicit intercourſe. Diſtreſſed at ob- 


chaſtity, in the anguiſtc of her mind ſhe 
implored, that God would fend the Angel 
again, as a means of proving her innocence, 
and convincing Manoah of the truth of the 
revelation. 5 | 

In compliance with this prayer, a ſhort 
time | afterwards the angel again preſented 


* 


1s OF THE JEWS, ddr 


would procure her for him in marriage; 
They informed him that, without tranſ- 


ſerving her hufband was doubtful of her || grefling the laws of his country, he could 


not eſpouſe a ſtranger, adding, that among 

the Hebrew women he would have no 
difficulty in ſelecting one for a wife, a- 
gainſt whom no objection could be ad- 
vanced. But the paſſion of the young man 
being too ſtrong to be controuled, he af- 
fianced himſelf to his miſtreſs. While he 


himſelf in the ſame place, the woman be- was on the road to pay her a viſit, he met 
ing then alſo alone. She ſolicited theſſa lion; but though quite unarmed, in- 
viſion not to depart till the ſhould have ſtead of flying from, he reſolutely ad- 


fetched her huſband ; and upon Manoah's 


arrival, he urged that what had been com- 
municated to his wife might be then re- 


peated. Upon this, the Angel faid «Suffice 
it, that it is known to your wife.” Then 
Manoah requeſted, that he would menti- 
on who he was, that when the child ſhould 
be born, he might know by what name to 
expreſs his gratitude to the meſſenger of 
ſach welcome intelligence. The viſion ſaid 
in reply, that he expected no return for 
the information he had communicated. 


Manoah then preſſed him to partake of [the friends of his wife appointed thirty 


ſuch hoſpitable entertaiment as his habi- 


tation would afford, which the angel at 


firſt declined, but upon repeated entreaties, 
conſented to ſtay till ſome provii:ons ſhould 
be prepared, Manoah now killed a kid, 


and gave it to his wife to dreſs; and when n 


the meat was prepared, the angel deſired 


it might be laid, together with the bread, 


upon an adjacent rock, without being plac- 
ed in diſhes. This order being [complied 
with, he touched the fleſh with his rod, 


when inſtantly a flame burſt forth, and 


conſumed: the fleſh, bread, and other pro- 
viſions, the meſſenger of God, then bein 
ſeen to aſtend to Heaven in a cloud. Soon 


afterwards the woman became pregnant, 
and ſhe conſtantly preſerved a recollection 


of the inſtructions communicated by the 
agel. | 
According to the angels prediction, Ma- 


noah's wife was delivered of a ſon, who 


received the name of Sampſon, a word 
importing robuſt. As he encreaſed in years, 
he wonderfully improved both in the come- 


lineſs of his perſon, and the ſtrength of 
his mental faculties ; and theſe advantages, 
together with his abſtemious way of 


life, and the government he had over his 


_ paſſions and appetites, occaſioned people 
to conſider him asd a being ſomewhat more 


than human. 


Being with his parents on occaſion of a 
folema feſtival at Thamnah * a city belong- 
ing to the Philiſtines, he there became 


enamoured of a damſel of that country, 


and earneſtly requeſted, that his parents 


8 


vanced to the fufious animal, and by a 
ſurpriſing exertion of ſtrength}, ſeized and 


C 


—__ 


thicket. 


ſecond viſit, he obſerved a ſwarm of bees 
depoſiting their honey and wax upon the 
{breaſt of the beaſt he had flain, Taking 
three of the honey-combs, he preſented 
them, together with ſome other articles, to 
his intended wife. EIT 

After the ſolemnization of his nuptials, 


of the moſt powerful young men that could 
be found to ſerve him in quality of at- 
tendants, pretendedly from the high re- 
ſpect they entertained for him; but theic 
real motive was, that theſe ſtout men 
might byerpower him, if on any occaſion, 
he ſhould behaye with violence and out- 
rage to the bride. The whole company 
invited on occaſion of the marriage being 
ſchearful with wine, divers merriments 
paſſed ; and, at length, Sampſon told the 


1 


— — 


they ſhould explain a riddle he meant to 


g propoſe, he would give them each a ſhirt 


and a coat. Upon being deſited to put the 
queſtion, he ſaid, Out of the eater com- 
eth forth meat, and ſweetneſs proceedeth 
from the ſtrong.” After deliberating for 
three days, the Philiſtines were incapable 
of giving a ſolution, and agreeing to make 
application to the bride for an explanation 
of the ſecret, they repaired to her, threat- 
ening that unleſs, through her influence 


expoſition of the queſtion, they would aſ- 
ſuredly burn her to death. For ſome time 
Sampſon reſiſted the ſolicitations of his 
wife; but, in the end, tears, entreaties 
and reproaches, (for ſhe aſcribed his re- 
faſal to a want of. affection) prevailed upon 
him to divulge -the fecret by mentioning 
the circumſtance of having encountered 
and killed the lion, and afterwards taken 
from his breaſt the three honey-combs, 
which he had preſented to her. The 
|whole that Sampſon had related, his wife 


———— {communicated to the Philiſtines. Before 


a. —_— _—_ 
— — — 1 


Script. Tinmah. 


« [{ſun-ſet on the ſeventh day, being the time 


when 


Judy, Aly. 
A few days after, as he was going upon a 


gueſts, that, if in the ſpace of ſeven days, 


over her huſband, ſhe ſhould obtain an 


Sampſon Pha 
0 


ſtrangled him, caſting the carcaſs into a; 
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FLAVIUS fFOSEPHUS. + 


when the ſolution of the difficulty was | 
appointed to be given,. the parties met, 
when, in reply to Sampſon's propoſition, 
the Philiſtines ſaid, ** No Creature is 


mit, and render forcible meaſures unne- 
ceſſary. Hereupon, Sampſon ſurrendered 
himſelf up to bis countrymen, who led 
him away, after binding him with two : 


ſtronger than a lion, nor is any food ſweet- 
er than honey.” What you have ſaid, ex- 
claimed Sampſon, is true, and itisequally ſo, 
that nothing is more treacherous than the 
woman who enabled you to explain the 
matter I propounded. However, he made 


ropes, to give him into the cuſtody of the 


Philiſtines. Upon their arrival in the 
neighbourood of the Philiſtine encamp- 
ment, the people with ſhouts of exultation 
came forth to meet them, when Sampſon; 


breaking the cords wherewith he was' 
bound, ſeized the jaw-bone of an aſs; that gap; 
happened to lay upon the ground, and exploit with 
with. that weapon furiouſly aſſaulted the n 
Philiſtines, about a thouſand of whom h Ag th 
flew, putting all the reſt to flight: + 

This ſignal . atchievement ſo inflanied 
the vanity of Sampſon, that, inſtead of 
aſcribing the victory to the power and pro- 
vidence of God, he arrogated to himſelf 
all the merit of the action. While he 
was under the influenee'of this arrogant 
diſpoſition; Sampſon whs ſeized with a 
violently parching thirſt, which ſerved to 
humble his pride, and recall to his tecol- 
lection, that notwithſtanding his extraor- 
djnary ſtrength and great exploits, he was 
liable to all the infirmities of human na- 
ture. He now humbled himſelf before 
the Almighty, in a penitential addreſs; 
acknowledging that the victory had been 
atchieved through the power and provi- 
dence of God, without whoſe aſſiſtace all 
the efforts of man muſt prove inef- 
fectual and fruitleſs. He ſupplicated 
pardon for his arroganee and preſump- 
tion, and reſigned himſelf up to the power 
and will of God; and his prayers being 
heard, a ſtream of fine water ſuddenly _ 
guſhed forth from an adjacent roche, to aſ- hag 8 
ſuage his drought. On occaſion of Samp- „ vs 
ſon's victory, the rock from whence the Sampſon's 
ſtream of water had miraculouſly iſſued, 9% ver 19 
to this very day bears the name of the 
Jaw." 8 55 0 | | 


good the promiſe given upon propoſing 
the queſtion ; for meeting thirty of the 
inhabitants of Aſkalon + upon the road, 
he ripped them of their ſhirts and coats, 
md give them to the thirty Philiſtines, 
So exaſperated was he againſt his wife for 
the treachery of her behaviour, that he 
repudiated her ;-and upon her marrying 
his friend, his diſpleaſure was ſo much 
encreaſed, that he determined to revenge 
himſelf, not only upon her, but upon the 
whole nation to which ſhe belonged. 
This being harveſt-time, Sampſon pro- 
cured three hundred foxes, and havin 
tied them tail to tail; with fire- brands be- 
tween them, turned them amongſt the 
corn-fields, by which means all the pro- 
duce of the ſeaſon, was in a ſhort time de- 
ſtroyed. Underſtanding that Sampſon was 
the author of this miſchief, in revenge 
thereof, the Philiſtines ſeized his wife, 
and all her relations, and burnt them 
alive. | Ix 03 "FE Sg. 
After making 


ſeveral inroads into the 
land of the Philiſtines, Sampſon took up 
his abode at Etam a rock of great ferenarh 
in the tribe of Judah. In conſequence of 
Sampſon having retreated within their 

territories, the Philiſtines prepared to make 
war upon the tribe of Judah, who con- 
tended, that they had lived peaceably, and 
regularly paid their taxes, and therefore it 
would be unjuſt to puniſh them for an of- 
fence committed by Sampſon. Upon this, 


the Philiftines replied, that nothing could 


defend them from the vengeance due for 


the injury they had ſuſtained through 


Sampſon, but ſurrendering his perſon into 
their cuſtody, They now aſſembled a- 
bout three thoufand men, and marched to 
the place of Sampſon's retreat, where the 
expoſtulated with him on the danger 
which he had involved the Hebrews in, 


Sam 


ing in a common inn. The governor of the 


place having intelligence of his arrival, he 
employed ſpies and guards to prevent his 
y eſcape: but being appriſed of this deſigns 
Sampſon roſe at midnight, and taking the 
city-gates off the hinges; -earried them 


Sampſon now, without taking further 
notice of the Philiſtines, proceeded pub- 
licly to Gaza, where he took up his lodg- 


by exaſperating a powerful enemy againft 
them, whereby their whole race was 
threatened © with deſtruction. They faid 
their preſent buſinefs' was to take him into 
cuſtody, in order to ſurrender him up to 
the Philiſtines, requeſting, that, for his 
own fake as well as theirs, he would ſub- 


3 — 


away upon his ſhoulders, together with 6 

their frames, bolts, locks, and, in ſhort; tht gates of 

every thing belonging to them, as far as Gaza, Judg. 

Mount Hebron, where he left them. dx 
Sampſon now became regardleſs of the 

laws of his own country, and inclined .to 

adopt thoſe of other nations; and this 

3 3 —apoſtacy, in proceſs of time, proved the 

A TT 5 webs cauſe of his deſtruction. He became very 

Philiſtines. his ume in poyelhon. ot te fond of a common Philiſtine proſtitute, 
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named Dalilah, and the amour proceeded 
ſo far that they cohabited together. Being 
informed of the great influence this wo- 
man had over him, the Lords of the Phi- 
liſtines bribed her to betray him, being 
reſolved to omit no poſſible means of ef- 
fecting his deſtruction. When in a ſtate 
of inebriety, and on all other favourable 
occaſions that offered, Dalilah employed 
every ſtratagem and artifice of which ſhe 
was miſtreſs, to prevail upon him to con- 
feſs in what part of his frame it was that 


his prodigious ſtrength reſided. To quiet 


the ſolicitations of his miſtreſs, he told her, 
that if his hands were but bound with 
(even green withs, or creepers of a vine, 
his ſtrength would not be greater than 
that of other men. . This Dalilah imme- 
diately communicated to the magiſtrates, 
who cauſed a party of ſoldiers to repair to 
the place of his reſidence, where finding 


him intoxicated and drowſy, they ſeized | 


him, according to the inſtructions of De- 
lilah, who immediately afterwards waked 
him with affected concern, telling him, 
that he was ſurrounded by the Philiſtines. 


Upon this alarm, he inſtantly ſnapped the 


withs aſunder, and putting himſelf in a 
poſture - of defence, the foldiers retired, 
Dalilah, perſevering in her importunities, 


he amuſed her with ſaying, his ſtrength 


Sampſon diſ- 
covers that 
his ſtrength 
lay in his 
hair, Judg. 
K. 17 
Dalilah cuts 
off his locks, 
and delivers 


him to the 
enemy. ver. 


19. 

They blind 
and make a 
public ſpec- 
tacle of him. 
W. 21. : 


would be impaired, if he were bound with 
ſeven cords, or if his locks were filleted 
or twiſted up. | Y E 

But though both theſe experiments 
failed, the woman did not yet deſpair of 
ſucceſs. 
ments and treacherous ſolicitations, pre- 
yailed with him to acknowledge, that the 
continuance of his invincible ſtrength 
wholly depended upon the preſervation of 
his hair. Having obtained this diſcovery, 
while he was afleep, ſhe cut off his hair, 
and then delivered him up to his enemies, 
who cruelly put out his eyes, and carried 
him about the country in bonds as a pub- 
lic ſpectacle. 1 5 

Some conſiderable time after Sampſon 
had been deprived of ſight, there was a 
numerous meeting of the princes and no- 
bility of the Philiſtines at a public feſtival; 
and on this occaſion Sampſon, who had 
now, in a great meaſure, recovered his 
hair, was ſent for, in order that his blind- 
neſs might afford merriment and ſport to 


the company. The meeting was held in 


a ſpacious building, the roof whereof was 
ſupported by only two remarkably large 
and ſtrong pillars. Saying he was weary 
of ſtanding, he deſired the boy that led 


him, to conduct him to one of the pillars 
of the building, that he might lean againſt 


it. The boy complied; and Sampſon 
ſhaking the pillar with his utmoſt ſtrength, 


Or THE JEWS, 
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At length, her artful endear- 


and upon making enquiry relating to the 


Boox . 


inſtantly fell into ruins, Sampo 
whereby three thouſand men, together throw: ww, 
with Sampſon, were cruſhed to death. 2 
The death of Sampſon took place i 1 
2 death of Sampſon took place in the and thre 
twentieth year of his government. His Pate 
body was given to his relations, who con- rer. 16 
veyed it to Saſara, where it was interred 
amongſt the remains of his anceſtors; 


CHA FP . 


Particulars relating to Naamis: Ruth and 
Booz. The Birth of Samuel. The 
Philiftines defeat the H ebrews, 


83 was ſucceeded in the go- 
vernment by Eli, the high-prieſt: 
and during his adminiſtration there hap- 
aned a dreadful famine. Abimelech a 
citizen of Bethelem, in the tribe of Judah, 
accompanied by his wife Naamis, and 
their two ſons, Mallon and Chellion, re. 
paired into the land of Moab, where Chel- 
lion married Orpha, and Mallon eſpouſed 
Ruth, they being Moabitiſh women. With- 
in ten years Abimelech and his two fons 
died, ſhortly after each other. Inconſole- 
able for the loſs of theſe dear relations, 
Naamis reſolved to return to Bethlehem. 
The widow daughters-in-law were extremes 
ly averſe to a ſeparation : but ſhe- difap- 
proved of their accompanying her on fo 
long a journey, ſince ſhe was not in cir- 
cumſtances to promote their welfare. How- 
ever, Ruth ſaid, that at all hazards, ſhe 
was reſolved to accompany her mother, 
and they accordingly ſet out together. 
Upon their arrival at Bethlehem, they 
were received by the family of Booz, kinſ- 
man to Abimelech; and upon Naamig 
being called by her name, ſhe faid, rather 
let it be Mara. In the Hebrew, the for- 
mer word ſignifies, happineſs, and the lat- 
ter ſorrow. This being harveſt time, Ruth 
went into the corn-lands to glean ;*and, 
while ſhe was ſo employed, in a field be- 
longing to Booz, he came there himſelf, 


— 


young woman, was informed by his head 
ſervant of thoſe particulars he had à ſhort 
time before heard her reh. Being great- 
ly pleaſed with her tend&rfieſs for her mo- 
ther-in-law, and the feſpect in which ſhe 
held the memory of her deceaſed huſband, 
he ordered his ſervant to permit her: to 
reap and carry away whatever portion of 
grain ſhe thought proper, and to enter- 
tain her with. the people of his own 
family. The grain ſhe had collected and 
part of the bread given her, ſhe carried in 
the evening to her mother, who acted in 
the ſame manner to the daughter, being 


enabled ſo to do by the charity of her 
{ neighbours. e | 4 
e 


fields 


3 Rutk continued daily to glean in 


Aar · XI. 


BTV FLAVI 


fields with the female ſervants of Boba, 
till the end of the barley- harveſt, a few 
days after which, the grain being then 
threſhed but, he took up his lodging in his 
own barn: This coming to the know- 
ledge of Naamis, ſhe formed a projedt for 
bringing about ſuch a connection between 
Booz and her daughter, as might con- 
tribute to their mutual advantage. In 
purſuance of this deſign, ſhe directed her 
daughter to go ſeeretly into the barn, and 
repoſe at the feet of Booz, ſaying he was 
her near relation, and a man of confider- 
ation in that country. The young wo- 
man complied; and upon waking about 
midnight, and finding a companion near 
him, Booz called out to know who it was. 
She told him her name, requeſting per- 
miſſion to lie at his feet till morning, in 
quality of his domeſtic. Nothing more 


paſſed, till early in the morning, when, 


before the ſervants had began their work, 
Booz commanded Ruth to take as much 
corn as ſhe could carry, and immediately 

to depart; obſerving, that however free 

from guilt the parties might be, in caſes 

of that nature, it was neceſſary to be cau- 

tious againſt giving any room for ſuſpicion, 

adding that there was a perſon nearer 

connected with her in conſanguinity than 

| himſelf, whom he adviſed her to demand 
for a huſband, and if he was willing to 

take her, ſhe was bound to become his 

wife, but if ſhe ſhould, be rejected, he 

ſhould himſelf be at liberty to marry her. 

About noon the ſame day, Booz return- 

ed to the city, and aſſembled a court, 

where Ruth and her kinſman were ſum- 

moned to appear; and addreſſing himſelf 

to the kinſman, he aſked, if he had not 
ſucceeded to the poſſeſſions of Abimelech 

and his ſons. The other replied in the 

affirmative, ſaying, the Law had given 

him a right to the property. Pointing 

to Ruth, Booz ſaid, that ſhe being the 
widow of Mallon, the law expreſied, that 
he ſhould either marry her, or relinquiſh 
the inheritance. He excuſed himſelf from 
marrying, by urging, that he hadalready a 
wife and- children ; and by a public de- 
claration in court, reſigned his right both 
to the woman and the property in favour 
of Booz, he being the next of kin to the 
deceaſed huſband. Having cauſed the 
declaration to be recorded, Booz deſired 
Ruth to looſen her kinſman's ſhoe, and 
{pit in his face, according to the form- 
ality of the law, which ſhe accordingly 


ko: etpouſts cid. Booz then took Ruth for his wife, 
. Ruth Who within a year brought him a ſon, 


which he entruſted to the care of Naamis, 
aud by the advice of the women, the child 
Was called Obed, a word in Hebrew im- 
porting ſervice, or aſſiſtance, in alluſion 


. Pans 


US| JOSEPHUS. 
to the celief that Naamis had expected to 


thedeſcendant of Obed; as was king David 
of Jeſſe. In the family of David the govern- 
ment continued. for the ſpace of one-and- 
twenty years: | 

At this time the Hebrews were again 
under very unfortunate circumſtances; 
_ engaged in a freſh war againſt the 
Philiſtines: Eli; the high-prieſt had two 
ſons, named Ophnes and Phinees, who 
held religion, law, juſtice, and morality in 
utter contempt, and gave unlimited indul- 
gence to their licentious and lewd inclina- 
tions. They were not only guilty of open 
violence and rapine, but carried their ex- 
ceſſes ſo far as to aſſault women at the very 
altar, and to offer them bribes to comply 
| with, or by force compel them to gra- 
tify their paſſions; while they were em- 
ployed in exerciſes of devotion. The ex- 
ceſſive profligacy of theſe men, was the 
cauſe of the moſt keen and poignant af- 
fliction to their father, who was under 
continual apprehenſion, that their enormous 
crimes would provoke fome dreadful judg- 
ment from Heaven. When the miſerable 
fate that was to befal theſe men was re- 


| 


Samuel, who was yet but a child, the 
former abandoned all hopes of their recla« 


this ſubje& we ſhall ſpeak more at large in 
the proper place. 155 | 
A Levite, named Elkanah; an inhabi- 
tant of Ramath, in the lot of Ephraim, 
had two wives, named Hannah and Phes 


but none by the former for a conſiderable 
time; but on this account his affection for 
her did not abate. Repairing to Shilo, 
where the holy tabernacle then was, in 
order to perform divine wotſhip,? in com- 
pany with his whole family, Elkanah diſ- 
tributed proviſions among his family ; and 
upon obſerving Phenannah and her child- 
ren eat, Hannah was ſo greatly diſtreſſed, 
from the conſideration that ſhe had no 
iſſue, that all the efforts of her huſband 


and leaving the company, ſhe haſtened to 
the tabernacle, there fervently ſupplicating 
the Almighty to grant her the bleſſing of 
a ſon, vowing, if her prayer was com- 
plied with, that ſhe would peculiarly de- 
dicate the child to the honour and ſervice 
of religion. Eli, who was then ſitting be- 
fore the tabernacle, imagining ſhe was in- 
toxicated, ordered her to depart, where- 
upon ſhe faid, that ſhe drank only water, 
but her mind was diſtreſſed on account of 


having no children, and ſhe had implored 


God to make her a mother, e 


C * 


receive in her old age from Booz. Jefle was 


vealed to their fathers and to the prophet ; 


mation, and mourned for them in the ſame 
manner as if they had been dead. But on 


nannah : he had children by the latter, 


and friends to comfort her proved fruitleſs ; 


184 


x44 


phecy; and one night, while he lay aſleep, 


Samuel be- 
gins to pro- 
phecy at 
thirteen 
years of age. 
I Sam. iii. 
4-10. 


The death of mendous calamity. Both the ſons of Eli 


the two ſons 


- predicted, 


and that the 
prieſthood 
would be 
transferred to 
Eleazar, ver. 
1 14. 
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Eli deſired her to be comforted, under an the high- prieſt and the elders, requeſting 
aſſurance that God would comply with her || that the ark might be brought into the 
prayers. | army, that its prefence might inſure ſuc. 
She then returned, and in due time was || ceſs to their arms, little imagining that 
delivered of a ſon, who received the name || they. were doomed to deſtruction by that 
of Samuel, a word importing, aſked , of || Almighty power, on whoſe account alone 
God. Upon the parents of the-child go- || the ark was held in veneration. The ark, 
ing again to Shilo, to offer up ſacrifice, and || however, was brought into the field, be- 
pay their tenths, the woman, in obedience || ing attended by the ſons of the high. 
to her vow, delivered the child to Eli, and || prieſt, who were. commanded, if the ark 
dedicated him to the ſervice of God. His || ſhould be loſt, never more to preſume to 
hair was permitted to grow; he drank only || appear before their father. The armies 
water; he was ſtationed about the temple ; || meeting, the Iſraelites fled, upon the firſt 
and, as the reader will hereafter find, he || onſet, thirty thouſand of their men being 
became a prophet. After the birth of Sa- || left dead in the field, the two ſons of ume 
muel, Hannah had other ſons, and three || Eli, the high-prieſt being among the num- 17 


Iſraelir 
daughters: | ber; and the ark, on which ſo firm a re- ſain, wt 
Juſt when Samuel had entered the thir- || lance of victory had been placed, fell into = _ 
teenth year of his age, he began to pro- || the hands of the enemy. = 


CHAP. XII 
God called upon him by name. Suppoſing 3 g 
the voice from Heaven to be that of the Van Seng informed of the leſs of the ark 
high-prieſt, he immediately haſtened to Eli dies. The birth of Foachab. 


him, to know his pleaſure, and was in- Young Benjamite, who had eſcaped 
formed that he had not called upon him. out of the battle, was the firſt who 
The call was repeated a ſecond and a third || brought intelligence of the defeat of the 
time, and on each of theſe occaſions, the || Iſraelites, and of the loſs of the ark, which 
ſame anſwer was made by the high-prieſt. || occafioned the whole city to reſound with 
However, Eli diſcovering the miſtake, he|| diſmal lamentations and expreſſions of deſ- 
told Samuel, that he had not been called || pair. The conſternation and ſorrow fo 
upon by man, but by God, at the fame|| vifible in the multitude, being obſerved by 
time directing him when he ſhould hear Eli, the high-prieſt, who was fitting in a 
the voice. again, to reply to the following || chair of ſtate at one of the gates of the city, 
effect: © Here am 1, Lord, ſpeak ; for || he ordered the young Benjamite to be called 
thy ſervant heareth, and is ready to obey || to him, and having received an account of 
thy divine commands. 1 the defeat of the Iſraelites, and the death 
Being again called upon by the Al- of his ſons, he ſtill ſupported his conſtancy 
mighty, Samuel delivered the words dic- and fortitude, being prepared for thoſe e- 
tated by Eli, and then the voice proceeded || vents by the revelation, reported to him by 
to the tollowing effect: Since thou haſt || Samuel : but when he came to be informed 
profeſſed a ready obedience. to the will of || that the enemy had taken the ark, the 
Heaven, be informed, that the Iſraelites || ſhock was too powerful to be reſiſted ; he 
will thortly be afflicted with a moſt tre- || ſunk from his chair of ſtate, and inſtantly | 
| expired, being then in the ninety-eighth n ] 
ſhall be cut off on the ſame day; his fa- year of his age, and. the fortieth of his da of 
mily ſhall be for ever deprived of the prieſt- government. 33 be HY 
hood, which ſhall deſcend to Eleazar ; At this time the wife of Phinees was FA 
for, to their common deſtruction, Eli hath || advanced ſeven months in pregnancy; and 
been more regardful of his ſons than of his || the news of her huſband's death occaſion- 
religious duties.” Samuel was concerned || ing a premature labour, ſhe died the fame 
to be the meſſenger of ſuch afflicting intel- || day: but: the child ſurvived, and received 
ligence to Eli and his family; but having ||the name of Joachab, ſignifying ſhame or 
been adjured by the high-prieſt, faithfully || ignominy, and alluding to the defeat of the 
to report the revelation, he delivered the || Iſraelite. 
particulars thereof to him, in conſequence || Eli was the firſt of the family of Ithamar, 
of which he: conſidered: the deſtruction of || one of the ſons of Aaron, that exerciſed the 
his ſons to be inevitable. duties of the pontificate ; for till his time 
At this time, the Philiſtines marched || it had paſſed from father to ſon in the lineof 


— 


againſt the Hebrews, forming the encamp- Eleazar, who bequeathed it to Phinees, to 


ment at Ampheck ; but receiving no op- whoſe ſon, Abiezer, it next deſcended ; he 
polition there, they proceeded further; and || was ſucceeded. by Bocejas, and from his 
a- battle taking place, the Hebrews were || ſon Ozis, it paſſed to Eli, of whom we 
defeated, four thouſand-of them being ſlain || have ſpc above, and after continuing 


and the reſt-purfued to their camp. Diſ- in his family till the reign of king Solo- 
pirited by this overthrow, they applied tol mon, it returned to the houſe of e 
B O O K. 
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7 be Ark Fm Ran 


detention vital 


Nam. v. 6, 


CHAPTER 1. 


Dagon Falls down before it. 


The * hr the Phil 


tines were Mell. while. they W the ark, which ts, at Hu, e to Fe 


aelitet. 8 1 


Soy H E Philiſtines conveyed 


the ark in great triumph 
to  Azotus, where it was 


- A x 
. 


Ee depoſited in the temple of 


their idol Dagon, among other trophies of 
victory. The next morning, upon entering the 
ns to perform their uſual devotions, they 
found Dagon fallen from its pedeſtal, and 
laying on che ground before the ark. They 
replaced the figure: but every time they 
entered the building, they found- it fallen 
to the ground, and in a fituation as if paying 
adoration to' the ark, the people in general 
conſidering theſe r e us unfav- 
ourable omens. In concluſion, the inhabi- 
tants of the city and of the whole pro- 


* huge - vince of Azotus, were viſited with dread- 
ful plagues, whereby their internal and 
parts rotted, and immenſe numbers of 


them were carried off by a violent dyſentery 
accompanied by vomitings and inexpreſſi- 
ble torments. 
time, were over-run with amazing 
ſwarms of mice, which devoured their 
corn, and all the other fruits of the earth. 


W hits Jabouring under theſe afflictions, 


——_ 


the 


| the ſame mortal calamities prevailed. 


Their lands, at the fame 


-vV * — 


1207 le of Azotds, at leng ch, were 
ſtruck with an idea, that all thor Wan 
tunes were the reſult of their ſacrilegious 
violence upon the ark. Upon this, the 
diſpatched a meſſenger to the people of af. 
calon, requeſting that they 5110 admit 
the ark into the City, which offer they 
readily accepted. 

In a ſhort* time after the eld of tlie 
ark, the calamities that Azotus had ſuffer- 
ed, were transferred to Aſcalon, from 
whence it was removed to three other of the 
Philiſtine cities namely, Gitta, Ekron, and 
Gaza: and wherever the ark was ſtationed, 
It 
being now generally underſtood, that the 
detention of the ark had drawn the judg- 
ment of Heaven upon the people, they be- 
came extremely anxious to have it forever 
removed from their country. | 

A council of the” principal men of the 


cities of Gitta, Accaron, Aſcalon, Gaza, A council 
and Azotus, “ was now ſummoned for the ſummoned 


—— 


Aſhdod. 
ves. - nt ba 


Far 


G4 


1 of the ark. 
Script. Gath. Ekron, Afcalon,” Gaza, MESS 


The ark taken 
to Bethſama. 
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purpoſe of deliberating on the meaſures that 


it would be moſt expedient to adopt with 
reſpe& to the ark: Some conterided for 
ſending it back to the Iſraelites, ſince it 


had proved the cauſe of ſuch terrible pub- 


lic calamities, and others ſupported a con- 
trary opinion, arguing that, if the ark had 
been under the eſpecial protection of Heaven 
an enemy profeſſing a contrary religion 
would not to have been permitted to take 
it from the Iſraelites. Thoſe who eſpouſed 
the latter opinion, adviſed their countrymen 
to conſider, that the misfortunes they had 
ſuſtained had proceeded according to 
the common courſe of nature, and to ſup- 
rt their afflictions with becoming reſo- 
ution. There was another party, com- 
poſed of men of gravity, wiſdom and ex- 
perience, who ſuggeſted the following ex- 
pedient : that five golden images, one to 
repreſent each of the principal cities, 
ſhould be prepared, and dedicated to God, 
by way of acknowledgement of his good- 
neſs in delivering them from a plague, the 
removal of which no human power could 
effect. They then propoſed, that the fig- 
ures of ſix mice ſhould be made in gold, 


in alluſion to the vermin that had deſ- 
troyed their corn and other fruits of the 
earth. Being incloſed in a box, the images 


and mice were to be placed upon, the 
ark, which being put into a new waggon, 
made expreſsly for the purpoſe, was to be 
drawn by two milch kine, to a ſpot part- 
ing into three roads, the cattle there being 
left at full liberty to take whichever way 
they pleaſed. If they ſhould take the He- 
brew road; it was to be inferred, that the 
detention of the ark was the cauſe of their 
ſufferings; but if they purſued any other 
courſe, the plagues ſent among them were 
to be underſtood as proceeding from ſome 
other cauſe. This propoſition being un- 
animouſly approved, it was Carried into ef- 


fect with all poſſible expedition. 
CHAP. I, 


Soor f 
lage in the tribe of Judah, where they ſtop. 
|| ped; notwithftanding they had in view a 
fine paſture; that might have been expect- 
ed to invite them further; From a curioſi- 
ty of knowing where they would ſtop, 
the beaſts were followed by ſeveral of the 
Philiſtines. This being the time of the 
harveſt, nearly all the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage were buſily employed in reaping their 
corn : but upon being informed of the ar. 
rival of the ark, they haſteaed into the town 
and an univerſal rejoicing ſucceeded. Taking 
the ark and the box containing the images and 
the mice from the waggon, the Bethſamites 
placed them upon a large ſtorie. They af- 
terwards performed ſacrifice and feaſted pre- 
ſenting the waggon, and the beaſts that 
had drawn it, to the Lord, as a burnt-of- 
f-ring. This ceremony being over, the 
Philiſtines, who had followed the carriage, 
returned to their own country. 

Seventy of the Bethſamites now incur. 
red the diſpleaſure of the Almightly, and 
were ſtruck dead for their temerity ia laying 
profane hands upon the ark, they not be⸗ 
ing authoriſed and qualified for that act by 
the prieſthood. This terrible judgment A ider 
upon their friends and companions, which HA 
happened in the midſt of their rejoicings, — 
plunged the multitude into the moſt ſevere 
affliction, and occaſioned them to reflect, 
that they were unworthy to have the cuſ- 
tody of the holy ark of God. They there- 
fore diſpatched information to the reſt of 
the Hebrews of the return of the ark, 
which was immediately removed to Cariath- 
1rim,+F ſituated at a ſmall diſtance from 
Bethſama, being placed under the care of 
Aminadab, a Levite, who was a man in The a & 
high eſteem for virtue and righteouſneſs, ? 
| It remained in the houſe of Aminadab, un- — 
der the care of that pious man and his ſons, "it, * 
for the ſpace of twenty years, except the 4 
ſour months during which it was detained 
by the Philiſtines. While the ark remain- 
ed at Cariathirim, the Iſraelites employ- 
ed nearly the whole of their time in pray- 
ers, ſacrifices and other religious duties. 


Ve WW 


The ark reſtored to the Iſraelites, who mate Obſerving the populace thus well diſpoſed, 


great rejoicings on that occafion. The 
Philiftines march againſt the Hebrews, 


and are thrown into conſternation by a 


dreadſul earthquake and tempeſt, The 


Samuel harrangued them in the following 
manner, upon religion, liberty, and good 
manners : 
Though experience muſt have convinc- 


Hebrews obtain a miraculous victory over | ed you, that the malice of your enemies is 


 therr enemies. 


1 


| implacable, you have the ſatisfaction of te- 
flecting, that your prayers to God for re- 


1 waggon with the ark being drawn] lief have proved acceptable. But prayers 
e 


. into the croſs- way, the company alone will not be ſufficient to procure you 
it, and the beaſts immediately ſtriking || that freedom of which you are fo defirous; 


into the Hebrews road, proceeded as re- and, in addition thereto, you will act 
gularly as if they had been attended by a|| wiſely, in exerting your utmoſt endeavours 


driver, till they came to Bethſama, * a vil- for deſerving thoſe bleſſings which are the 
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* Script, Bethſhemeth. 
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+ Script. Kitjahi- Jearim. | 
| object 


yAP» II.] 


BY FL AVI 


object of your priyers: Let me recom- 
a you 8 be careful againſt bringing a 
ſcandal upon your profeſſion, by ill man- 
ners; but, on the contrary, accuſtom your- 
ſelves to a conſtant love and practice of 
juſtice; purge your minds from all groſs 
affections, and irregular propenſities; im- 
plore the Almighty for mercy, devoutly 
adore him; and honour him in your lives 
and converſation, as well as in your pray- 
ers. Righteouſneſs and virtue will aſſur- 
edly intitle you to the tewards of liberty 
and victory; for thoſe bleſſings are not to 
be obtained by human power : but the 
Almighty has been gracioufly pleaſed to 
romiſe them to the Hebrews, who will 
moſt aſſuredly enjoy them, if they ſteadily 
perſevere in probity and righteouſneſs.” 
The multitude teſtified their approbati- 
on of the above addreſs, by loud and re- 
peated acclamations ; and they joined in 
making a ſolemn profeſſion, that they would 
readily ſubmit to what the Almighty might 
command, and in every reſpect yield im- 
plicit obedience to his divine will. 
Samuel now ſummoned the people to 
hold a congregation at Mizpeh, where they 
drew water, and facrificed, ſpending the 
whole day in devout prayer. Having in- 
telligence of this meeting, the Philiſtines 
marched a formidable army againſt the 
Iſraelites, reſolving to attack them by fur- 
priſe, when t ſhould be wholly un- 
prepared for reſiſtance. The appearance 


of fo formidable an army, threw the Iſrael- | po 


ites into great terror and confuſion ; and 
repairing to Samuel, they faid, they were 
neither prepared for, nor inclined to en- 
counter an enemy by whom they had been 
ſo frequently diſcomfited ; adding, that they 
ſhould be glad to remain at peace, and to 
avoid giving any provocation to the Phili- 
ſtines. They repreſented, that, in con- 
formity with his direction, they had aſ- 
ſembled at Miz peth, to offer up prayers, 
perform facrifice, and engage in a military 
cath of fidelity ; but being unprovided with 
weapons of defence, they could not hope 
to eſcape the power of the enemy, by any 
other means than through his interceſſions 
to the Almighty, for a miraculous deliver- 
ance. Hereupon, Samuel admoniſhed them 
not to deſpair, ſaying, the promiſes they 
had teceived of favour and protection from 
Heaven would moſt aſſuredly be verified. 

In the name of the whole people, Sa- 


muel now offered to God a ſucking lamb, 


as a facrifice, imploring his aſſiſtance 
againſt the Philiſtines. This oblation 
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And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and 
drew water, and poured it out before the Lord, and 
faſted on that day, and ſaid there, we have ſinned 
againſt the Lord. And Samuel judged the people in 


Mizpeh.“ 1 Sam, vii. 6. The pouring out water 


ſeems to have been made uſe of as ſymbolical of 


ö 
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| proved acceptable, and the prophet fe 

ceived an aſſurance, that the Jews ſhould 

obtain a compleat victory over the enemy. 

Before the ſacrifice that had been laid up- 

on the altar was entirely conſumed; ks 

Philiſtine army ranged itſelf in order of 

battle, not imagining that in their preſent 

defenceleſs condition; the Hebrews would 

attempt-the ſmalleſt reſiſtance. | x 
While the Philiſtines , were exulting in A dreadful 

the vain hope of obtaining an eaſy and 1p: aca WM 

complete victory over the Iſraelites, God and lighten- 

ſhook the foundations of the earth where ing. ver. 18. 

their army was. poſted, ſo that the men | 

were unable to ſtand, without ſtaggering ; 

in ſome places, the ground opened, and 

ſwallowed up great numbers of them alive; i, 

and this terrible earthquake was accom- 

panied with tremendous claps of thunder, 

and by flaſhes of lightening, whereby their 

limbs and eyes were fo ſcorched and burnt; 

that they could neither make uſe of their 

weapons, nor diſcover which way would 

be the moſt likely of flying from the dan< 

ger that ſurrounded them. Thus thrown 

into the utmoſt terror and conſternation; 

the Philiſtines fled before the unarmed 

Iſraelites, who ſeizing the weapons belong- 

ing to the aſtoniſhed enemy, purſued them 

with great ſlaughter, as far,as Chore, where 

they erected a monumental ſtone; to mark 

the bounds both of the battle and the pur- 

ſuit, giving the place the appellation of 

the ſtrong, + in commemoration of the 

werful aſſiſtance which God was pleaſed 

to give his choſen people on this occaſion; 

| The remembrance of this ſignal diſaſter 

had ſuch an effect upon the Philiſtines; ; 

that they never afterwards collected ſuf- 

ficient reſolution to offer any annoyance to 

the Iſraelities, but were content to remain 

within the boundaries of their own coun- 

try. However, Samuel vigorouſly pur- 

ſued the advantage he had gained, and. by 

repeated irruptions into the land of the 

Philiſtines, and making great flaughter 

among them, he humbled their pride and 

arrogance, and, indeed, reduced them to 

a ſtate of abſolute deſpondency and ſubjec- 

tion. In the courſe of his ſucceſſes; Sa- 

muel recovered the country ſituated be- 

tween Gath and Accaron, which the Phil- 

iſtines had formerly taken from the Jews. 

At this time the reſt of the Canaanites were 

at peace with the Iſraelites. F 


CHAP: III. 


Samuel transfers the government to his ſons 


—— * _ as . 
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pouring fortli their ſouls to God in ſincere contri- 
tion for their ſins, and in fervent prayer for pardon. 
t This was not a peace by compact, or cove- 
nant: but, from inclination, both parties abſtained 
from acts of hoſtility. | 
Foel 
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Samuel trans- 
fers bis au- 
thority to his 
ſons. 1 Sam. 
Viits 1. 
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Joel and Abiah, wha abuſe the truſt re- 


HVING reſtored to the Iſraelites the 


lands and cities that had been taken 


from them by the Philiſtines,, Samuel ap- 


pointed public meetings to be held at *cer- 


tain times and places, for the purpoſe of 


hearing cauſes, and adminiſtering juſtice. 


It was his conſtant practice, twice in every 
year to viſit all the towns of appeal, where 


law-buſineſs was tranſacted, and thereby 


provide for the impartial adminiſtration of 
Juſtice. In this excellent ſyſtem of policy 
he perſevered for many years: but the 
infirmities of age, at length, rendering him 


incompetent to the regular acquittal of his 
public duties, he transferred his autho- 


rity to his ſons Joel and Abiah, the latter 
of whom was the elder. He directed them 


to divide the people into two juriſdictions, 


and that one of the brothers ſhould hold his 
court of judicature at Bethel, and that the 


other ſhould preſide at Beerſheba. 

Wholly regardleſs of the admirable doc- 
trine and practice of Samuel, his ſons and 
ſucceſſors in the adminiſtration purſued a 
courſe diametrically oppoſite to the wiſ- 
dom, equity and righteouſneſs of his 
proceedings. They proſtituted public juſ- 
tice to their own private and mercenary 
views; ſo that their deciſions were not in- 
fluenced by the equity of a cauſe, but by the 


bribes they received. Regardleſs of the 


duty they owed the public, they indulg- 


ed themſelves in riotous exceſſes, even 
when buſineſs of the higheſt importance re- 
quired their attendance in the courts of 
juſtice; and, in ſhort, from their whole 


conduct, it appeared as if they had reſolv- 


ed to act in open defiance of the will of 


God, and the commands of their father. 


CHAP. IV. 


The Iſraelites apply to Samuel, urgently de- Which you are conſcious muſt operate cſ- 
manding, that a king may be appointed to (entially to their diſadvantage. 


govern them. In a vifion, Samuel is au- 


thoriſed to inform the people, that they || meeting of the peoples and told them, that 
ſhall have a king ; but that the change in their demiands ſhould be complied. with, 
"the form of government will be the cauſe adding, at the fame time, that their ſuffer- 


of” miſery to them. 


| IGHLY exaſperated againſt Joel and || *© Your kings (aid Samuel) ſhall com- 
Abiah, on account of the thameful || pel your ſons to drive their chariots, and 


abuſe of their authority, the people aſſemb- 


led, and came to a unanimous reſolution of || them as their body guards, and others ſhall 


repairing to Samuel, who was then at Ra- 


mah, in order to explain to him the parti- || will be tribunes and centurions ; ſome will 
culars of the miſconduct of his ſons, _ and || be appointed to till the ground, reap the 
to expoſtulate with him on the neceſſity harveſt, and dig in the vineyards; and others 
of defending the government from a con- Will be employed in making implements of 
tinuance of ſuch flagrant and outrageous || war, and in other mechanical operations. 
violations. In purſuance of this reſo- Your daughters will be reduced to the ne- 


lution, they Rated to Samuel, that ſince 
the infirmities of age would not permit him 
to reſume the powers of the adminiſtration, 
and ſince the avarice, corruption, and 
profligacy of his ſons, had proved ſo in- 
tolerably oppreſſive, they were unani- 
| mouſly deſirous, that he would appoint 2 
king to govern them, under whoſe conduct 
they might avenge themſelves for all the 
injuries they had ſaſtained from the Ca. 
4 Naanites;  * 2 Skier E 

The complaints of the people againſt his 
ſons were greatly diſtreſſing to Samuel, 
who was: an ardent friend to pub! juſtice, 
and a declared foe to every ſpecies of ty. 
ranny and, oppreſſion. Conceiving an arif. 
tocracy as the ſyſtem of government be 
adapted for promoting the welfare and hap. 
pineſs of the Jewifſi nation, the propoſition 
to which the multitude. appeared to be fo 
inflexibly attached for changing the ancient 
form of the conftitution into a monarchy, 
proved the cauſe:of ſo much uneaſineſs to 
Samuel, that he was unable to reſt at night; 
and while he lay in bed, diſturbed and 
reſtleſs, a viſion appeared, commanding him 
not to ſuffer the tranquillity of his mind 
to be diſarranged by the remonſtrances of 
the people on. the ſubject of eſtabliſhing a 
monarchical government. The voice ſpoke 
to Samuel to the following effect: This 
demand is not to be conſidered as ſo great 
an affront to you, as it is an indignity to 
myſelf, inasmuch. as the Iſraelites have In 2 0 
rejected me for their king, conſiſtently with C 
the diſobedient conduct they have conſtant- Ahe 
ly purſued from the time I delivered them appvinma 
from their bondage in Egypt; therefore, er. 
let them purſue their inclination: but when Heben 
it will be too late to repair their fault, dun. r. 
they will ſeverely repent their ingratitude. 
Forewarn them of the afflictions they are 
drawing upon their on heads, and men- 
tion that you are averſe from conſenting to 
a change in the form of their government, 


— 


On the following day, Samuel called a 


ings under a monarchical government would 
be intolerable. . 17 


attend upon their horſes, ſome ſhall ſerve 


act in the capacity of their lacqueys; ſome 


ceſſity 


ja? ;. 


the tribe of Benjamin. 


deſerts, but according to their on capri- 


ful, Samuel diſmiſſed them to their reſpec- 


the beaſts. 
conſult the prophet, b 


tie employments: and, in ſhort, the He- 


brews of both ſexes, will be compelled to 
act as vaſtals to their oppreſſive kings, who 
will reward them, in whatever ſtation they 
may be , not in proportion to their 


cious humours. Your lands will be diſtri- 
buted among the eunuchs and guards of 

our ſovereigns, and your flocks and herds 
will be divided among their favourites. The 
day will arrive, when the degrading and 
toilſome offices impoſed upon you, will afford 
occaſion for the moſt preſſing importuni- 
ties to be relieved from the ſubjection you 


now demand to be impoſed upon you: but || 


when appealing to Heaven for mercy, you | 
ſhall be repulſed ; and the anguiſh of your | 
minds ſhall be increaſed, by the ſevere up- | 
braidings of a guilty conſcience.” 

The expoſtulations of Samuel had no ef- 
fe& upon the head-ſtrong multitude, who 


perſevered in contending, that unleſs a king | 


was appointed to rule over them, they for directions as to who ſhould be appoint- 


ſhould be utterly incapable of refiſting their | 

werful adverſaries, and that it was as rea- 
ſonable for them as 57 the neighbouring 
nations, to expect proſperity under a mo- 
narchical form of government. In deſpite 
of his counſels and premonitions, findin 
the multitude wholly untractable and wil- 


tive houſes, aſſuring them, that he would 
aſſemble them again, when he ſhould have 
received the directions of God, reſpecting 
the appointment of a king. 


CHAP. v. 


* 


Samuel appoints Saul king of the Fews, who 
receive him in that character with ſhouts | 
and acclamations. The cruelty of the An- 
monites to their priſoners. Fabeſb be- 

 fieged, and, upon application from the in- 
habitants, Saul promiſes them relief. 


XT this time lived a man named Kis, 

"A of good family and education, and of 
He took great de- 
light in his breed of aſſes, and ſome of thoſe 
animals having ſtrayed from his fields, he 
ſent his ſon Saul, a young man of a grace- 


ful figure and deportment, and a cultivated || 


mind, attended by one ſervant, in ſcarch of 
them. Having without ſucceſs,” enquired 
among the tribes after the beaſts, Saul di- 
rected his courſe homewards, leſt his ab- 
lence ſhould give his father uneaſineſs. 
While on the road near Ramah, the fer- 
vant informed Saul, that a famous prophet 
lived in that place, adviſing, that an en- 
quiry might be made of him concernin; 


. 


Saul ſaid. he would willing) 


* 
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ceflity of following the moſt-ſervile domeſ- || making proper acknowledgment for any ſers 


ves that might be received from him, hav- 


ing expended all the money he had brought 
with him. Upon this, the ſervant faid, 
he had yet left a quarter of a ſicle, “ which 
he imagined might be ſufficient to gratify 
the prophet, who. he underſtood was not 
one of thoſe perſons who made a ICE 
of diſcovering things loſt for profit. It 
was now agreed to conſult Samuel ; and 
proceeding forwards, at the gates of the 


town meeting ſeveral virgins who were go4 


ing to draw water, they enquired of them 
where he lived, and having directed them 
to his habitation, the virgins adviſed them, 
if they had buſineſs with him, to be as ex- 
peditious as poſlible, for having invited a 


numerous company to ſup with him that 


evening, they were already aſſembled and 


| waiting for their hoſt to take his ſeat among 


them. 


Samuel had been the whole of the pre- 


ceding day engaged in devout prayer to God 


ed the king of the Jews, and was anſwered, 


that he ſhould receive full inſtructions on 
that head the following day, when, at a 


| particular hour, a young man of the tribe 


of Benjamin ſhould come to him. Samuel 


g || waited.in expectation of the Benjamite till 


the appointed hour, when Saul appeared 
and by inſpiration, he immediately knew 
him to be the perſon ſelected by God to be 


{inveſted with the powers of government, 


Advancing towards Samuel with the cuſto- 


| mary falutations, Saul faid, he was a ſtrang- 
er, and requeſted to be informed, where Gaul. 1 Sam. 
nd the prophet. Samuel an- * '5: 16 


he might 


ſwered, that he was himſelf the perſon en- 
quired after; and having invited Saul to 


aſſes were ſafe, and that he was deſtined to 
exerciſe the ſovereign power over the He- 
brews. © Alas, my lord, (ſaid Saul) ſuch 
aſpiring hopes I never have entertained ; nor 


[ belong of ſufficient conſideration to enjoy 
ſo great an honour ; and I muſt be ſo free 
as to ſay, amuſement ſcems to be your de- 
ſign in endeavouring to inſpire me with an 


condition. 1 St 
Samuel now introduced Saul into the 
apartment where his gueſts, to the number 
of ſeventy, were aſſembled, placed him above 
them all, and ordered his domeſtics to ſet 


before him a royal meſs, his attendant bein 


ſeated next to him. At the uſual time f 
retiring to reſt, the other part of the com- 


pany departed to their reſpective habitations: 
but Saul and his ſervant accepted Samuel's 
invitation to remain in his houſe that night. 


ut was incapable of 


| 


About ſeven pence three farthings Engſich. 29% 
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ſupper, he informed him, that his father's 
is either the tribe, or the family to which 


idea, that I ſhall be exalted fo far above my | 


The following morning at day-break Sa- 


muel ' 
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The meeting 
of Samuel and 


1% 


muel called 
him part of on his return to his 
father's houſe, When they had proceeded 
to ſome diſtance from the city, Samuel faid, 
that having ſomething of a private nature 
to communicate to Saul, he wiſhed his ſer- 
vant to be directed to go forward. Accord- 
ing to his maſter's order, the attendant went 
before, when pouring ſome oil out of a phial 
Samuel pro- upon Saul's head, Samuel pronounced him 
| e king of the ſews, and ſaluted him with the 
Hebrews. 1 titles of royalty; ſaying, that this honour 
Sam. x. 1. was conferred upon him in the confidence 
that he would become the protector of the 
rights and privileges of the Hebrews, and 
the avenger of the injuries they had receiv- 

ed from the Philiſt ines. | | 
: To convince you, faid Samuel, of 
cicts rhe e- the truth of what J have related, obſerve the 
to happen to prodictions I am now about to utter: © In 
8 * the progreſs of your preſent journey, you 
Lis 1 ſhall fall into company with three men, go- 
ver. 2—8. ing to Bethel, to perform divine worſhip; 
one of them carrying three loaves, the ſe- 
cond a kid, and the third a bottle of wine. 
"They ſhall behave to you with kindneſs 
and reſpect, and preſent you with two of 


their Ioaves, which you are to receive. 


Samuel pre- 


THE ANTIQUIFIES OF. THE JEWS, 
up his gueſt, and accompanied | 
e wa 


(Bock 


the Almighty; I am now: to remind you, 
that it was through his gracious providence 
that you were redeemed from -bondage in 
Egypt; and repeatedly reſcurd from the po- 
wer of your enemies; I am likewiſe, by the 
ſame authority, to recall to your recollection 
your contumacy and ingratitude towards 
that God; in return for the bounties he hag 
ſo liberally beſtowed upon you; having, ag 
far as your abilities extended, endeavoured 
to depoſe him from authority over you, be- 
ng deſirous of living under the government 
of a ruler, ſubject like yourſelves, to all 
the frailties and infirmities of human na- 
ture, rather than continue under the bene- 
ficent auſpices and controul of the Almigh- 
ty king of kings. But ſince you are irre- 
vocably determined to caſt off that venera- 
tion and obedience that are due to the Su- 
preme Being, your deſires of having an 
earthly governor ſhall be gratified; therefore 
divide yourſelves into tribes and families, that 
it may be decided by lot, who ſhall enjoy 
the honour of the ſovereignty. ? 
The people having ſeparated themſelves 
according to the direction of Samuel, the 
queſtion was put to the lot, which fell up- 
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Proceding then to the ſepulchre of Rachel, 
you will there receive information of your 


father's aſſes being found. You will then | 


go to Gabatha, and join the prophets there, 
when the ſpirit of the Almighty will enable 
you to prophecy to the aſtoniſhment of the 
whole congregation. Being by theſe cir- 
cumſtances convinced, that your appoint- 
ment is derived from Heaven, you ma 
falute your father and kindred. When I fend 
to deſire your attendance, immediately re- 
pair to me at Gilgal, that we may offer u 
prayers, 
God.” 
Samuel now returned to Ramah, and Saul 
purſued his journey, in the progreſs. of 
which the events predicted by Samuel were 
preciſely verified in the 'moſt minute par- 
ficulars. Upon his return tohis father's houſe, 
his kinſman Abner, for whom Saul entertain- 
ed a very particular friendſhip, was extremely. 
deſirous of learning what had occurred to 
him in the courſe of his expedition. He men- 
tioned to Abner the vifit he had paid to the 
popes Samuel, and the means whereby he 
addiſcoyered his father's aſſes; but judged it 
prudent to conceal whatever had immediate 


relation to his advancement to the throne ; | 


for he conſidered, that if the narrative 
ſhould believed, he ſhould become an ob- 
ject of envy to his countrymen, and if it 
ſhould be diſcredited, intolerable vanity and 


thankfgivirigs, and facrifices to 


on the tribe of Banjamin : after this another 
trial being made, the lot came into the fa- 
mily of Matri; and in conclufion, by the 
fame mode of procedure, Saul. the ſon. of 
Kis, was diſtinguiſhed as the perſon who 
was to be inveſted with ſovereign authority. 
Upon this occaſion, Saul retired from the 
aſſembly, leſt he ſhould appear to be am- 
bitious of the honour of being ſuddenly ad- 
vanced from a private ſtation to ſovereign 
authority over a mighty nation. ES 
Not knowing where to find Saul, the 
ople were at a loſs as to the manner in 
which they. ſhould proceed. Samuel now 
addreſſed himſelf to God for directions as to 
what further meaſures he ſhould purſue, when 
the place of Saul's concealment being made 
known to him, the prophet immediately 
ſent to him, defiring his attendance : and, 
upon his coming into the field where the 
meeting was held, he was obſerved to be 
taller by the head and ſhoulders than any of 
the other people; and all who beheld him, ac- 
cknowledged, that in his figure and deport- 
ment there was ſomething ſingularly digni- 
fied and majeſtic. 
Samuel now preſented Saul to the people, g,nvel pr 
ſaying, © Behold the king that God has 2 yr a 
given you, and obſerve, that the dignity of in dbe chun 
his perſon indicates how happily he is adapt- ter ofthe 
ed to the exaltation he has attained.” Up- 


king · ver. 
on this, the multitude joined in the cry of, 


preſumption would in all probabilty be im- 

puted to him. | 5g 

63 oe Samuel now aſſembled a full congregation 
come c0.13* of the people at Mizpeh, and addreſſed to 
_— them the fellowin g diſcourſe: ; 


Samuel's diſ- 


« God fave the King, and in uttering 
ſhouts and acclamations. Having commit- 
ted to writing what he had foretold would 
|befal the Hebrews under 'a kingly govern- 


ment 


* 


gar. VI.] 


the hearing of Saul, and afterwards depoſit- 
ed it in the holy tabernacle, as a memorial 
to polterity of the truth of his predictions. 

Samuel having diſmiſſed the multitude, 
he returned to Ramah, and Saul repaired 
to Gibeah, the place of his nativity. Saul 
was attended by a numerous train of 


multitude were abundance of malcontents, 


who ſpoke with contempt and indignity of 


the king and his loyal adherents. 

«be. After Saul had been inveſted with the 
ytheHe- powers of government about a month, a 
brews and we yar broke out between the Hebrews. and 
x, Nahaſh, king of the Ammonites, which 
terminated highly to the honour of Saul. 
With a powerful army Nahaſh had made 
divers inroads upon the territories of the 
Jews beyond Jordan, conquering and plun- 
dering their cities, and not content with 
reducing the inhabitants to ſlavery, by the 
moſt cruel outrages, depriving them of all 

robability of recovering their freedom. 
This he did by cauſing the right eyes of 
all the Hebrews that became ſubject to his 
power, either by force or treaty, to, be 


eye, they were rendered unfit for martial 


exploits; for in the act of defending them- 


of the remaining eye mult neceſſarily be ob- 
ſtructed. 3 5 PE AN; 
Having committed "theſe outrages up 

the Hebrews beyond the Jordan, Nahaſh 
led his army. into the 2 of the Gi- 
leadites, intending to act in the ſame man- 
ner by the inhabitants of that province. 
Encamping his army in the neighbourhood 


ſent a ſummons to the inhabitants, de- 
manding the immediate ſurrender of the 
town, and that they ſhould ſubmit to be 
deprived of their right eyes, as the only 
means of avoiding a general deſtruction by 


fire and ſword. Upon receiving this ter- 
rible ſummons, the people of Jabeſh were 
irreſolute as to the meaſuresthey ſhould pur- 


ſue: but, at length, they diſpatched an an- 


ſwer, requeſting, that they might be allowed ö 
for applying to their friends 


ſeven days 


3 


— — 


* It may, on the firſt view, appear extraordin- 
> ary, that the citizens ſhould make ſo little diſſi- 
culty of complying with ſuch barbarous conditions, 

and that Nahaſh fhould yield to their requeſt, when 

5 ſung them inclined to * abject a ſubmiſſion : 

ut upon enquiry, the reaſon will plainly appear. 

The inhabitants 4 Jabeſh did ot e: Saul 

would be able to afford them aſſiſtance, he not hay- 

ug taken yet upon him the government, but living 
privately, as appears from 1 Sam. xi. 5. And 


4 * . 2 ML. CG £ 


ehold, Saul came after the herd out of the field, 


and ſaid, What aileth the people that they weep ? 
And they told him the tidings of the men of 


perſons, who, with fincere expreſſions of 
reſpect and loyalty, congratulated him on 
his acceſſion to the throne : but in the 


B3./Ft,Avius loszravs 
ment, he read the book over to tliem in | 


that time; they would. ſurtender upon the 
terms. propoſed by the enemy. So con- 
temptible an opinion, had Nahaſh of the 
reſiſtance that theſe; people would be able 
to make againſt his power, that without 
heſitation; he complied with the propoſa 
they had made.“ 


ed meſſengers throughout all the cities of 
Iſrael, to make a report of their deſperate 
ſituation, and ſupplicate ſuch ſuccours as 
might enable them to repel the. barbarous 
enemy. Though the accountof the miſer- 
able ſituation of theſe p 
compaſſion of all who heard it, none of 
them dared to engage in any meaſures. for 
affording them relief. At the time of the 


arrival of the meſſengers, Saul was not in 


oy 


the capital, which was the uſual place of 


his reſidence ; but upon his. return. thither; 
he obſerved a general ſorrow prevailed a- 
mong the people; and upon enquiring in- 


to the cauſe thereof, the meſſengers report - 


ed to him an account of the unfortunate. 


condition of the people of Jabeſh. The 


ſpirit of God now came u 


pon Saul, and 


ſelves, their bucklers being raiſed, the ſight | 
on the riſing habitants of 
the town ſhould be relieved from their, 
| miſerable apprehenſions, and ſecured from 


of Jabeſh, the capital city of Gilead, he 


| xi. 9. 7 ; i 


e || while under that holy impulſe, he diſ- 
plucked out. Being thus deprived of one || patched the meſſengers back, with a firm 


aſſurance, that on the third day, he would 


come to their aſſiſtance, and on the dawn 
of the morning defeat the enemy, ſo that 
of the ſun, the inhabitants. of. 


future danger. Some of the meſſengers he 


diſpatched with this intelligence, detaining 


march of his army. 
CHAP; VI. 


Saul collects a powerful army, and marches 
againſt the Ammanites, who are routed, 
Nabeſh being ſlain in the battle. Saul a 

ſecond time anointed and proclaimed king, 
After addreſſing the people in vindication 


to the people. 


Jabeſh.” It may be reaſonab'y ſuppoſed, that the 
compliance of Nahaſh was on account of his un- 
willingneſs to drive the people to a ſtate of deſ- 
peration, knowing that by reducing them to 
of ſlavery, and ſeizing their property; he ſhould 
promo:e his own advantage more than by putting 
them to death, and burning the place. What 
t With reſpe& to time this does not exactly ac- 
cord wi h Scripture, where it is ſaid: And th 


ſaynto the men of Jabeſn- Gilead, to-morrow 
that time the ſun be hot, ye ſhall have help.“ 1 Sam. 


THE 


ſand allies; for. relief, and that, if _affiſtance.. 
was not aftorded them on the expiration! of 


The inhabitants of Jabeſh. now diſpatch-= 


people excited the 


the others to aſſiſt him as guides during the 


t 


of his own conduct, Samuel accuſes tbem 
of ingratitude and diſobedience to Gad. 
A dreadful tempeſt. Samuel's admonition 


ſaid unto the meſſengers that came, Thus ſhall S. 
p 


— — — 


— — — 
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Saul a ſecond a . 
time anointed And hearing, Samuel a ſecond time anointed {| pofleſſion of the land they now inhabit ; 
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Saulaſſembles HE exploit he was preparing to un- | 


= * dertake requiring all poſſible ex- 


vis 9, pedition, Saul had recourſe to the follow- 
ing method for animating the courage of, 

and acceleratirig the people to take up arms, 
conſidering that men will ſometimes do more 

through the fear of perſonal loſs than for the 

fake of virtue: he houghed or hamſtrung 

the legs of his own oxen®, and then publiſh- 


ed a proclamation, purporting, that whoever | 


ſhould fail to appear, compleatly armed next 
morning on the banks of the river Jordan, 
in order to march againſt the Ammonites, 
ſhould have his oxen ſerved in the fame 
manner. This expedient was attended 
with the deſired ſucceſs; for ſeven hundred 
thouſand men fighting men aſſembled at 
the time appointed, as appeared upon a re- 
view near the city of Balam, where the 
general rendezvous was held; and in this 
number were not included ſeventy thou- 
ſand men of the tribe of ſudah. 

HFaving paſſed the Jordan, and marched 
that night about ten ſcheenif, ſome time 
before ſun-riſe next morning they took 
Tie Hebrews poſſeſſion of an advantageous {pot of ground 
defext the Near the enemy's encampment. Bein 
Ammonites, drawn up in three diviſions, the Hebrews, 


mph by ſurprize, attacked the Ammonites in 


battle front, flank, and rear, and compleatly rout- 
ed them, with a dreadful ſlaughter, Na- 


baſh their king, being among the number 
of the lain. By this glorious victory, Saul 
acquired a ſplendid reputation, both on ac- 
count of his bravery and his {kill in con- 
ducting the battle, inſomuch that thoſe 
who had been his moſt inveterate enemies, 
now united in applauding him as the moſt 
accompliſhed general of the age. Having 
thus effectually relieved the city of Jabeſh, 
Saul carried the war into the country of the 
Ammonites, laying waſte their lands, de- 
moliſhing their cities, and enriching his 


followers with the ſpoil obtained from the 


enemy, 5 | 

Samuel now convened the Hebrews in 
Gilgal, for the purpoſe of confirming Saul 
in the right and poſſeſſion of the throne. 
The people being aſſembled, in their fight 


and proclaim- Saul, and proclaimed him king of the Jews. 


ed king. ver. 


g || * Having declared, that you have no cauſe 


people lived under an optimacy or ariſtocracy, 

and for about eighteen years after the de- 

ceaſe of the latter, order and regularity 

were no longer obſerved, but confuſion and 

anarchy prevailed. The ancient form of 
ernment was then reſumed, accordin g 

to which, the ſovereign authority was re. 

poſed with ſome perſon of peculiar emin- 

ence, who paſſed under the denomination 

of a judge ;- and to this adminiſtration ſuc. 

cceded the monarchy, _ *' e 

When the aſſembly at Gilgal was pre- Samuel y, 

paring to diſperſe, after the ſolemnity of be th 

anointing and preclaiming Saul king, Sa- oo 

muel, in the name of the Almighty, ad- oö 

jured the the people, if they knew any ac- A band 

tion of his life, either in his public or pri- Sam. * 

vate capacity, deſerving of reproach, that, "5: 

without fear, favour, or affeQion, they 

vould then exhibit their accuſations in pre- 

ſence of their ſovereign.” Upon this, the 

multitude acquitted him of all blame, de- 

claring, that through the whole courſe of 

his adminiſtration, he had conducted him- 

felt in ſtrict conformity with the rules of 

piety and juſtice. 


* 


8 Samuel ue. 
of complaint againſt me, I muſt ſay that I cuſs tes 


ſhould be exceedingly happy to ſpeak as f. n. 
| vourably of you : but a regard to truth obli- 2 
ges me to declare that your conduct has been b. 
highly reprehenſible. The ſignal mercies aud 
miraculous deliverances you have experienced 
continued Samuel) plainly manifeited, that 

you had the Almighty for your guardian and 
protector. Therefore, what motive could 

you have for wiſhing to live under the. go- 
vernment of any other king? Jacob came 

into Egypt with only eighty people, and 

this ſmall company was driven to the utmoſt 
diſtreſs, through a want of the means of ex- 

| iſtence: but, in his infinite bounty, God 
not only ſupplied them with food, but alſo 
occaſioned them to multiply, ſo that they 

are now be come a great and powerful na- 
tion; through the agency of thoſe admi- 
rable brothers, Moſes and Aaron, that Al- 
{mighty power redeemed your anceſtors 
from bondage in Egypt, and gave them 


and, in ſhort, without the aid of a king, 


x5. Thus was the republican government of || by means of their humble prayers and ſup- 


the Hebrews converted into a monarchy. 


Under Moſes, and his ſucceſſor Joſhua, the 


plications, they have been relicved from in- 
numerable miſeries. Remember, that, as 


» This fact is differently related in Scripture 
where it is ſaid. And he took a yoke of oxen and 


———-— K 


conſent or approbation of the people; raiſed armies 
by their own autnority, and. inflicted whatev*” 


hewed them in pieces, and ſent them throughout puniſhments they thought pr per upon fuch of tu.. 


all the coaſts of Iſrael by the hands of Moeſſengers, 


ſaying, W hoſoever cometh not forth after Saul and for taking the field 


after Samuel, ſo ſhall it be done unto his oxen: and 


the ſeer of the Lord, fell on the people, and they (choeni mutt o 


ſubjeQs as did not immediately obey the ſummo::3 
1 2 a ſchoenos :o be four miles. ten 
courſe be fo:ty miles; which muit 


came out with one conſent. 1 Sam. XI. 7. Hence be a n march for one night. Hut on thi 
» 


it ap ears, that the kings of Ifrae! aſſumed the ſubje 


the opinions of writers are ſo various that 


abſolute power foreto d by Samuel. They claimed the length of the march cannot be p:eciſcly aſcet - 


and exerciſed the rizht of making war, without the 


| tained. 


a puniſb- 


e words, than there happened a ſtorm of 
wricane. 1 wind, rain, hail, thunder, and lightening 


m. x11. 18. 


17. VII.] "BY FLAVIU 


a puniſhment for your difobedence and apo- 
ſtacy, you have been repeatedly delivered 
into the power of your enemies ; but upon 
your humiliation and repentance, you have 
been as often reſtored to the favour of God, 
who enabled you firſt to ſabdue the Aſ- 
ſyrians, and then the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, and the Philiſtines. Notwith- 
ſanding all the bounties beſtowed upon 
you by the univerſal governor of mankind, 
io perverſe are you as to deſire to be fubject 
to an earthly inſtead of a heavenly protect- 
or ; and therefore a king is now placed 
over you: but, to convince you, by an 
infallible fignal from heaven, that God is 
offended at your importunity for a revolu- 
tion in that government which he himſelf 
eſtabliſhed, I now implore, that ſuch a 
tempeſt may ariſe, as hath never yet been 
known in this part of the globe, at this 
ſeaſon of the year.” | 
Samuel had no ſooner uttered the above 


more violent than the people had ever been 
witneſs to, whereby being thrown into the 
utmoſt , conſternation and terror, they 
humbled themſelves in prayer, fervently im- 
ploring the Almighty to pardon their fins, 
and requeſting Samuel to interpoſe his me- 
diation for _—_— a forgiveneſs of their 
numberleſs tranſgreſſions. Hereupon, the 
prophet aſſured them, that he would in- 
tercede with the Almighty in their behalf, 
at the fame time ſolemnly admenithing 
them, perpetually to preferve in grateful 
rememberance the miracles that the Al- 
— had been pleaſed to perform for 
their deliverance, and to conduct them- 
ſelves in future, in ſtrict conformity to his 
divine will, that they might avoid the de- 
ſtruction in which they would inevitably 
be involved, by perſevering in diſobedience 
and contumacy. ' © 4085 1 


1 


© H * VII. 3-8 = 


The Hebrews obtain @ great victory over the 
_ Philiſtines. Saul pronounces à raſh vow, 


which affetts his fon Jonathan, who 15 


prorected from the effetts of his father's 
diſptcaſitre by the pe 
Saul rerapitulatedt. 


'Y three thouſand choſen men, Saul 

appointed two thirds to accompany 
him to Bethel, his ufual place of reſidence, 
as his body-guard ; andthe other thouſand 


he ſent to Gibeah, under the command of 
his fon Jonathan, who with that force re- 
duced a ſtrong caſtle in the neighbourhobd 


The Philiſtines in this part of the coun- 


of the adove city” belonging to Ute Phi- 


_—__ 


ple, Various exploits} 


— — 
— — — 
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try, after having obtained an advantage 
over the Hebrews, not only difarmed them, 
but alſo prohibited them from following 
any occupation wherein iron was manufac- 
| tured ; ſo that for the iron-work of their 
F and other implements of 
uſbandry, and their domeſtic . utenſils; 
they were under the neceſſity of applying 
to the Philiſtine workmen. They alſo fe- 
cured all the paſſes, and ſtrongly fortified 
all the tenable towngͥ̃ nt ht 
The reduction of the caſtle by Jonathan, 
highly exaſperated the Philiſtines, who now 
reſolved to attempt a great exploit againſt 
the Hebrews. In purſuance of this de- 
ſign, they led an army into the field, com. 
poſed of three' hundred thouſand foot, fix 
thoufand horſe; and thirty thouſund cha- 
riots, forming their encampment at Mich< 
maſh. « Upon receiving intelligence of 
theſe hoſtile preparations, Saul repaired to 
Gilgal, and from thence diſpatched meſ- 
ſengers to all parts of his dominions, to 
ſummon the people immediately to take up 
arms againft the Philiſtines, whoſe power 
he repreſented lefs formidable than it was 
in reality. But when the Iſraelites were 
informed of the vaſt ſtrength of the Philiſ- 
tines, being ſtruck with terror and diſmay, Hebrew, 
many fled for concealment into vaults and 1 
caverns, and other ſecret places, but by terrified at the 
far the greater part retired beyond the river $4 power of 
Jordan, in order to obtain a refuge among Sam. XIII. 6, 
the tribes of Gad and Reuben. 7. 
In conſequence of this defection of his 
ſubjects, Saul ſent to Samuel, requeſting 
his advice in the critical juncture of his af- 
fairs. The anſwer of the prophet was, 
that the king ſhould remain in Gilgal, 
where preparations were to be made for ſa- 
crifices, and that he would repair to that 
city at the end of ſeven days, in order to 
offer up prayers and oblations to God, pre- 
paratory to giving battle to the enemy. The 
ſeven days having elapſed, and the pro- 
phet not arriving, alarmed at the continual 
deſertion of his people, Saul offered up ſa- 
crifice, without waiting any longer for the 
[attendance of Samuel. The ſolemnity was 
no ſooner over, than intelligence was- 
brought of the arrival of Samuel, and from 
the reſpect due to his character and profeſ- 


ſion, Saal went forth to meet him; 


| Upon hearing that the ceremony had been 
| performed el blamed the king for 
bete affamed' an office that ſhould have 

| been diſcharged by himſelf; To excuſe 
himſelf, che king alledged, that having 
waited the appointed time, he was greatly 
alarmed by the deſertion of his people, in 
conſequence of the terrot they were thrown . 
into by the march of the enemy from Mich 
maſh. towards.. Gilgat ' Herenpon,” the 
prophet faid, the meſſage he had ſent was 


e in 


154 


in obetlience to the expreſs command of 


God, and it would have been more fortuate, 
had he not been ſo precipitate, in which 
caſe the government would have been {e- 
cured: to him and his poſterity. 1 
Hlaving given this reproof, the prophet 
returned, much diſſatisfied with the con- 
ductof Saul. Attended only with ſix hundred 
men, and moſt of that ſmall number un- 
armed, Saul and his ſon Jonathan now 

marched to Gibeath. . F 
The Phiti- .- Dividipg their army into three bodies, 
fines ravage the Philiſtines marched by ſeveral ways into 
_— Ile.“ the country of the Hebrews, committing 
brews. ver. ) great ravages and devaſtation, in view of 
Saul, Jonathan, Ahiah, the high-pricit, 
who from an eminence beheld the deſtruc- 
tive inroads of the enemy, but were by 
no means in a condition to oppoſe them. 
Upon beholding theſe outrages, Jona- 
than took his armour-bearer aſide, aſking 
him, whether he was maſter of ſufficient 
reſolution to engage in a bold and generous 
exploit for ſaving his country. The man 
faid, that he was ready to encounter any 
dangers and difficulties, however great, and 
to loſe his life in ſupporting his matter, 
confirming what he had ſaid with an oath. 
Jonathan then propoſed, that they ſhould 
ſecretly gain admiſſion tothe enemy's camp, 
and endeavour to throw them into tumult 


Tonathan's 
geuerous te- 
lolution for 


das and confuſion. Upon this, they immedi- 
San, xiv. 1. ately deſcended from the hill, and proceed- 


ed to the enemy's ſtation, which was in 
a craggy place, running a conſiderable 
length into three angles, and encompaſſed 
with rocks, anſwering the purpoſe of ſtrong 
ramparts. There was ſcarcely any neceſ- 
ſity for guards or ſentinels for the defence 
of the place, it being naturally of great 
ſtrength from its ſituation, not only difficult 


but dangerous of acceſs, and almoſt inac- | 


ceſſible. While they were on their way, 
Jonathan faid to his armour-bearer, if the 
enemy ſhould diſcover them, and call upon 
them to come up, they ſhould aſſuredly 
ſucceed in their enterprize, but if no notice 
ſhould be taken of their approach, they 
muſt be contented to return without effect- 
ing any good purpoſe. 0 

Having approached within a ſmall diſ- 
tance of the enemy's camp, they were pe- 
ceived by the Philiſtines, who ſpoke of 
them with contempt and ridicule, ſaying 
to each other, that the iniſerable Hebrews 
were venturing to creep from their holes 
and burrows; and, by way of deriſion, 
calling upon Jonathan and his companion 
to come up, and receive the reward that 
was due to their inſolence. Theſe words 
Jonathan conſidered as an auſpicious o- 
men, and ſignified as much to his com- 
panion, in order to encourage him to per- 
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volved his ſon Jonathan, who was the au- 


8 


to be found, he appointed the high-prieſt 
to put on his ſacredotal veſtments with his 


as to what would be the reſult of this re- 


of the Philiſtines, quitting their caverns 


[of about ten thouſand, the fugitive He- 
brews went in purſuit of the enemy, great | 


Box y 


f 


ſeyere in the arduous taſł they had un- 
dertaken.. They now proceeded from one 

part of the rock to the other, where no 
guard were poſted, the plate there bein 
deemed * inacceſhble. With infinite toil gebn 
and dithculty, they at length, gained the ed ang oo 
ſummit of the rock, and ſuddenly attacked per h/ 
the enemy, putting about twenty of them nde 
to death in their ſleep. This ſurpriſe oc- bearer, , 
caſioning a general alarm and confuſion, ** 
ſeveral of the Philitines threw down their 

arms, endeavouring to fave themſelyes by 
flight, ſome aflaulted and cut each other 
to pieces, and others were forced, into 
rivers, and down ſteep precipices, the fear 
of death precipitating them into immedi- 
ate deſtruction ; and ſuch was, the tumult 
and diſorder, that great numbers were 
trampled to death by their companions. 
Having procured intelligence of the dif. 
ordered ſtate of the Philiſtine army, Saul 
made enquiry, if any of his people were 
miſſing ; and upon being informed, that 
Jonathan and his armour-bearer. were not 


ephod, that he might conſult the Almighty, 


markable occurrence. The anſwer deli- 

vered by the high-prieſt was, that the 
Hebrews would compleatly defeat the ene - 
my. In conſequence of this, Saul imme 
diately led forth his men, and attacked 
the Philiſtines, while they were yet in diſ- 

order and deſtroying each other. Upon re- 
ceiving information of the diſtracted ſtate 


and other places of retreat, to the number 


numbers of whom they put to death. 
In the midſt of his ſucceſſes, Saul com- 
mitted an act of miſconduct that nearly in- 


thor of the victory, in abſolute deſtructi- 
on. Being under an impatience to purſue 
the preſent advantage to the entire extir- 
pation of the Philiſtines, he pronounced 
a malediction upon that Hebrew who 
ſhould intermit the purſuit and carnage, 
till night fhould ſeparate the contending 
armies. Soon afterwards, in paſſing 
through a wood belonging to the Ephraim. 
ities, Jonathan, being ignorant of the vow 
made by his father, took up a honey comb, 
and fucked it. Upon being informed by 
his companions of the curſe pronounced 
by his father, and that the people had ſo- 
lemnly conſented to it, Jonathan immedi- 
ately ceaſed refreſhing himſelf ; obſerving, 
that in pronouncing the vow, his father 
had been [guilty of raſhneſs and temerity ; 
for when exhauſted with exceffive fatigue, 


| 


it 


hat bis ſon 
þall die. ver. 


AP VII 1. 


ſuch reſteſhment as they could obtain, 
without a neglect of duty, as the means of 
enabling them to proſecute their work with 
the alacrity and vigour that were neceſſary 
to inſute ſucceſs. 1 32327 

Having put many thouſands of the ene- 
my to the ſword, at night the conquerors 
pillaged their camp, where, excluſive of 
other rich ſpoil, they obtained a prodigi- 
ous quantity of cattle, which they killed 
for food, as their occaſions required, dreſ- 
fing the fleſh, and eating it, with the blood 
in it. This mode of feeding being a vio- 
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it was but reaſqnable that men might take ed, his ſon ſhould forfeit. his life; for he 


had greater reſpect and reverence for his 
vow, than tenderneſs towards any. of his 
kindred. Without expreſſing any. dread or 
apprehenſion of meeting the fate thus de- 
nounced againſt him, Jonathan with a brave 
and generous reſolution, declared, that to 
exonerate his father from the obligation of 
a religious vow, he would chearfully ſubmit 
fo the loſs of life, conſoling himſelf 
under that misfortune, with the reflection, 
that the Hebrews had humbled the pride 
and arrogance of the Philiſtines. The for- 
titude and piety of the young man had fo 


lation of the law, the Scribes complained 
of the offence to the king, who, in con- 
ſequence of their repreſentation, ordered. a 
large ſtone to be ſet up in the middle of 
the field, upon which the beaſts were to be 
killed, prohibiting the fleſh to be eaten, till 
the blood ſhould be drained from it. 'The 
people readily. conformed to this decree. 
Saul now, for the firſt time, erected an 
altar, and offered up burnt ſacrifices upon 
if | 
truction of the Philiſtines, Saul judged it 
expedient to purſue his victory that very 
night, leſt they ſhould in ſome meaſure 
recover their. diminiſhed ſtrength, and re- 
{ume their courage; and in this deſign his 
followers acquieſced. But previous to any 
farther attempt againſt the wretched re- 


mainder of the enemy, Saul appointed the 


high-prieſt to conſult the Almighty in re- 
lation to the iſſue of the enterpriſe. The 


anſwer of the high-prieſt was, that the| 


oracle had been entirely filent upon the ſub- 


& 1 cares ject. Saul now. ſaid, that this reſerve muſt 


be in conſequence of the diſpleaſure | of 
God being provoked, that he was deter- 
mined to diſcover the offender, and declar- 


ed with an oath, that if even his ſon 


Jonathan ſhould prove guilty, he would 


puniſh him with death. The + multitude 


agreeing, that the matter ſhould be put to 
the teſt, Saul commanded them to remain 


in their preſent ſituation, himſelf and his 
ſon ſtanding apart, that the queſtion might 


be decided by lots. The lot falling upon 


Jonathan, his father ordered him to recollect, 


Zobab, and againſt the Philiſtines, and whitherſo- || 


what act he had been , guilty of that his 
conſcience could not juſtify. Upon this, 
Jonathan acknowledged, that he knew of 
no offence further than that, on the pre- 
ceding day, being in purſuit of the enemy, 


he taſted a little honey, being then ignor- 


ant of his father's. decree. to the contrary. 
Saul now ſaid, that for having thus offend- 


2 1 
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Being deſirous of effecting the utter deſ-| 


captivating an effect upon the multitude, 
that they reſcued him . the power of 
his incenſed father, declaring with an oath, 
that. ſince he had been ſo eſſentially inſtru- 
mental in obtaining the victory, not the 
ſmalleſt injury ſhould be offered to his per- 
ſon, they conſidering him as the author of 


their common preſervation ; and they of- 


fered up fervent prayers, that if he had 
committed offence, God, in his infinite 
mercy, him would grant forgivenneſs. 

Having avenged himſelf upon his ene- 
mies by putting about fixty thouſand* of 
their men to the ſword, Saul returned 
home, where he lived happily, and in 
high reputation for his martial atchieve- 
ments over the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
Philiſtines the Edomites, and the king of 
Oba. 


Jaſhua, and Melchi-ſhui ; and two daugh- 


ters, named Merab, and Michaal. The 


general of his army was Abner, the ſon of 
Ner, uncle to Saul. 'The brothers Ner and 
Kis, which latter was the fatherof Saul, were 
the ſons of Abiel. Saul had a formidable 
power in chariots and horſe men, and proved 
victorious in all his martial undertakings. 
He advanced the Hebrews to the greateſt 
ſplendour of military reputation, -makin 


their very name terrible to all the neigh- 


bouring nations. This king was remark- 
able in forming his armies, all his troo 
being carefully ſelected from among ſuch of 
his ſubjects as were moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
ſtrength and ſtature, vigour of conſtitution 


and activity and alertneſs. i 


CHA e. 


Samuel reminds Saul of his duty to God, who 
orders the Amalekites to be extirpated. 
With an army of four hundred thouſand 


men, excluſive of 2 thouſand of the 
tribe of Fudab, Saul defeats the Amale- 


— 


Saul fought againſt all his enemies on ever 


mon, and againſt Edom, and againf the kings of 


* 


. ever he turned himſelf, he vexed them.” 1 Jam. xiyv. 
ſide, againſt. Moab, and againſt the children of Am- 


4. Thus we ſee the Scripture does not expreſs any 


+ 


Saul had three ſons, named, Jonathan 


{determinate number of the enemy ſlain by Sau. 
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kites, and takes Agag, their king, priſoner. 
Great booty gained from the enemy. 
incurs the diſpleaſure of God. Samuels 
interceſſion in behalf of the king, proves 
ineffettual. 
ed from the government. 


V the direction of Heaven, Samuel 
came about this time to Saul, remind- 
ing him, that he had been advanced to the 


throne through the power and providence 
of God, to whom, as the great ſovereign of 


the univerſe, he was bound to yield impli- 


cit. ſubmiſſion, for though in the exerciſe 
of authority over his countrymen, he was 


{till ſubordinate to the great king of kings. 
Samuel ſaid, that he was commiſſioned b 
God to ſay, that on account of the Amale- 
kites having been inveterate perſecutors of 
the Hebrews in the wilderneſs, upon their 
coming out of Egypt into the land which 
was their preſent inheritance, it was the 
pleaſure of God that war ſhould be declar- 
ed againſt them, and that upon being con- 
quered, every man, woman, and child of 
that nation, ſhould be put to death; and 
further, that their ſheep, oxen, and other 
property, ſhould not be ſeized as ſpoil b 


Almighty. The-prophet further ſaid, that 
agrecably with the order of Moſes, every 
effort was to be exerted for expunging the 


name of Amalek from the memory of 


mankind; adding, that theſe judgments 
were due to them from the Hebrews, in 
vengeance for the injuries they had receiv- 
ed from the Amalekites. Theſe perempto 
orders delivered by Samuel, Saul ſolemnly 


pledged himiclf ſtrĩctly to obey them in every | 
particular, and immediately iſſued the ne- 


ceſſary orders for carrying them into exe- 
cution. | | 

Saul now aſſembled his troops, and up- 
on reviewing them at Gilgal, found them 
to amount to about four hundred thouſand 
men, beſides thoſe belonging to the tribe 
of Judah, which, upon, being muſtered, 
were found to be thirty thouſand. With 
this army, the king marched againſt the 
Amalekites, ſtationing ambuſhes upon all 
the paſſes of the woods and rivers, ſo that 
the enemy could make no movements with- 
out danger of being attacked by ſurpriſe. 
After the Amalekites had been harraſſed 
and annoyed by repeated ſkirmiſhes, the 


conteſt was brought to the iffue of a re- 
gular battle, wherein the Hebrews obtain- 
ed ſo compleat a victory, that a very ſmall 


number eſcaped being put to the ſword, 
either in the engagement or the purſuit, 

be After the above conqueſt, according to 
the prediction of the ' Almighty, Saul at- 
tacked the Amalekites in their walled 


Saul 


Saul condemned to be remou. 


[Book 
towns, and other fortified- places and ſtrong 
holds; all of which he gained poſſeſfton of 
either by force or ſtratagem, committing 2 
general maſſacre upon the inhabitants.” 
Having taken Agag, king of the Ama. 
lekites, priſoner, Saul found him of an af. 
pect and deportment ſo captivatingly ma- 
jeſtic, that in contradiction to the expreſs 
command of God, he determined to ſpare 
his life. Notwithſtanding the offences of 
the Amalekites had been ſo abominable, as 
to provoke the wrath of the Almighty upon 
their children, to gratify his own humour, 
Saul determined to ſhew this ill-timed le-, , . 
nity to Agag: and he thereby laid the dime, n 
foundation for all the miſeries that the 
Hebrews afterwards endured. 


The king was not the only perſon defery.” 


de, ver, 


| preſervation. In this ex 


ing blame ; for in ſeizing the herds and 
flocks of the enemy, and their other pro- 
perty, the Hebrews converted what wag 
molt valuable to their own uſe, leaving for 
holy purpoſes only what was ſcarce worth 
pedition Saul over- 
run the whole country from Peluſium, on 
the borders of Egypt, to the Red-Sea, lay- 
ing waſte that whole tract of land, except- 


y || ing that he offered no violence to the Si- 
the victors, but that the whole ſhould be 


offered up as one common facrifice to the 


| chemites, who inhabited the land of Mi- 
| dian, they having obſerved a precaution he 
had given them, before the war, of not eſ- 
pouſing the cauſe of the Amalekites, left 
they ſhould thereby involve themſelves in 
the judicial ruin that would attend thoſe 
people. The Hebrews had a particular 
eſteem for the Sichemites, on account of 
| being connected with them in an ancient 


ry || affinity, Raguel, the father-in-law of Mo- 


| ſes, being a deſcendant of that ſtock. 
Congratulating himſelf on his ſplendid 
| atchievements, Saul returned home, appa- 
rently enjoying all the ſatisfaction that he 
would doubtleſs have been intitled to, had 
he not tranſgreſſed the order of God, in 
ſparing the life of Agag, and permitting 
his followers to ſeize the ſpoil in the ene- 
my's camp, inſtead of offering up the whole 
in ſacrifice. 2 911 NA 

The Almighty was now pleaſed to fig- 
nify to Samuel, that he repented having 
exalted Saul to the ſovereignty, fince from 
his conduct it was manifeſt, that he was 
leſs attentive to the- commands impoſed 
1| upon him, than folicitous to gratify his 
own inclinations. This revelation giving 
Samuel inexpreffible concern, he employed 
the whole of the foHowing night in fervent 
prayers, and interceſſions to Heaven for 
pardon of the tranſgreſſions of Saul. The 
reply that Samuel received was, that upon 
any mediation whatever, it would be mercy 
miſapplied, to excuſe the offences Saul had 
committed, ſince ſuch lenity would but 
ferve to encourage future tranſgreſſions. 

Finding 


xy repents 
having ad- 


ver. 11. 


* 


3 


The Almigh 


ranced Saul Bl 
to the throne 
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Finding his prayers in behalf of the king | | ſolicited, that Samuel would intercede in 
had failed of the expected ſucceſs, Samuel || his behalf with the Almighty, ſolemnly 
repaired next morning to Gilgal, when || pledging himſelf, that if forgiveneſs ſhould 
Saul, upon being informed of his approach, || be granted him, he would never more act 
wank forth to meet him; and faluted him || in diſobedience to the facred ver of 
with open arms, at the ſame time uttering the Almighty. Having made this profeſ- 
x gratulatory thankſgiving for the victory ſion of repentance, he requeſted Samuel 
which God had enabled the Hebrews to would continue ſometime longer with him, 
atchieve; and faying, that all things had] in order to offer up facrifice to God in his 
been conducted confortnably with the di- behalf; but knowing that this ſolemnity 
rections he had receive. would have no effect, the prophet de- 
elf fo, (ſaid Samuel) how happens it, || parted. | EX 
that I now hear the bleating of ſheep, and | 
the lowing of oxen in the camp? The G HA FP. IX. 
king anſwered, that thoſe ſounds proceed- . 
ed 8 ſome cattle which the people had An emblem ＋ - ul's rauhe, 7 * be ge- 
reſerved for ſacriſices: ſaying, he had put * 2 21 CY PE of the * 
all the Amalekites to death, except onè man, 7 5 n } ee 
whom he had reſerved, till it ſhould be de- % ane of the fons of Ja king of the 
termined in what manner he ſhould be diſ- J . The qualifications of a.good Prince 
poſed of. Upon this Samuel ſaid, that —” 7. bao of G, oy 255 1 7 5 ed 
* . : ing. e ſpirit of God transferred front 
ee Tr ayes eee ee 
not ma 1 2ouſneſs, wg Dos 
nor of any human actions that were not || 8 
performed in obedience to his ſacred com- A 
mands ; for, if unaccompanied with fin- of detaining him, in conſequence of which 
cere piety, oblations of living animals, and he mantle was torn. This circumſtance 
ner lock ofs as mere ff prophet applicd to the ſituation of Saul, 
3 2 yy = || telling him, that it had alluſion to the 
oſtentations of affected Piety. But he ob- || event of his kingdom being taken from him, 
ſerved, that from thoſe he conformed to] that ſentence being pronounced by God, 
_ _— P N 0 e 1 e. At whoſe decrees were 'irrevocable. . The 
crifices, though what they might offer, King confeſſed - his g tle” af ine u 
however ice ddenbld in value, received a 1. 8 os difSfeafhre, pegueftif g Ke - aj 
recommendation more acceptable than the uel would join him in divine worſhip, 
moſt pompous, magnificent, and expenſive The prophet conſented, and after their de- 
oblations, unaccompanied with a pure ſin- votions, they brought forth Agag, king 
net nr . of the Ammonites, who being overheard 
.I am now to inform you (ſaid Samuel) ¶ to uſe an expreſſion concerning the bitter- 
ms dal that in conſequence. of your contempt. of : 5 


a ot neſs of death, Samuel faid to him, „The 
at he is 0 his commands, you have incurred the diſ- | edge of thy ſword having rendered many 
jon he go. Pleaſure of the Almighty, towards whom || Hebrew mother, © miferable in the death 
ment, you cannot poſſibly acquit yourſelf of having || of their children, -it is but reaſonable that 
a reſerved that which you had been command- your mother ſhould be left childleſs.” Sam- 
ed to deſtroy.” This conduct is ſo offen- uel now ordered Agag to be put immedi- 
| five to God, that, in order to chaſtiſe you || ately to death in Gigl, which was ac- 

for it, he has condemned you to be de- 


cordingly done, and then he returned to 
prived of the government, and of that au- Raman. e 88 


Samuel was departing, Saul cau ght 
hold of his garment. with a view 


he thority which you have abuſed, to the diſ- Saul repaired to his palace at Gibcah, The death of 
honour of the great author of your promo- || a word ſignifying the little hill, and never Agag. ver. 33. 
tion.” | F | 


—— 


[afterwards held any perſonal conference 
with the prophet. This ſeparation was 
very afflicting to Samuel: but God com- 
manded him not to concern himſelf further 
on that account, but to repair to Bethle- 
hem, and anoint one of the ſons of Jeſſe, 
the fon of Obed, as the ſucceſſor of Saul 
in the ſovereignty, Upon obſerving that 


b when he ſhould be informed of his anoint- 
anxious for poſſeſſing themſelves of the ſpoils ing one of the ſons of jeſſe, Saul would 


of the vanquiſhed enemy, that any endea- put him to death, God informed him, that 
yours on his part to oppoſe or reſtrain his life would be perfectly ſecure. Ar- 
them, would, in all probability, have pro- riving at Bethlehem, the people received 
duced an inſurrection. He then earneſtly him with great reſpect, expreſiing an ear- 


: ” Kt neſt 


wlarows Struck by the upbraidings of a guilty 
ag conſcience, Saul acknowledged, that he had 
wh thepro. grievouſly offended, in exceeding the com- 
= ointer- miſſion which the prophet had given him, 
8 by the command of God. He ſaid, all he 
had to alledge in his defence was, that his 
diſobedience had been the effect of com- 


pulſion, inaſmuch as his ſoldiers were ſo 


— 
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neft curioſity to know the object of his 
viſit ; and bis general anſwer was, that he 
came there to perform ſacrifice. _ 

After Saul had offered up facrifice, he 
invited Jeſſe and his ſons to dine with him; 
and obſerving the elder of the. ſons to be of 
a tall and graceful figure, he imagined that 
to be the youth deſtined to the throne ; and 
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| 


having put the queſtion, whether he was 

to be anointed king, he was anſwered by 

God, that external graces” and accompli h- 

ments were not alone ſufficient to entitle a 

The qualifi- man to the prerogatives of government ; 
cations of a and that the proper qualifications of a per- 
_ ſon fo diſtinguiſhed were righteouſneſs, 
other endowments, to make up the perfec- 

tion of the human mind. Upon this, the 

prophet deſired Jeſle to ſend for the reft of 

his ſons, and five others appeared, they 

being in point of figureas graceful as their 

elder brother. Their names follow, ac- 

cording to their ſeniority : Eliab, Aminadab, 
Samma, Nathaniel, Real and Aſſa. The 
prophet now conſulted the Almighty as to 

which of the ſons was to be anointed king ; 


virtue, fortitude, and juſtice, uniting with 


and the oracle anſwered, that neither of 


them was to be the ſucceſſor of Saul. Sam- 
uel now enquired of Jeſſe, whether theſe 
were all his ſons, when he ſaid, he had 
another ſon, his youngeſt, who was then 
attending his ſheep, his name being David. 
At the requeſt of the prophet, David was 
ſent for, and he preſently attended. He 
was a youth perfectly well proportioned, of 
a ruddy complexion, of a lively and martial 
mein, and his countenance was peculiarly 
expreſſive of modeſty and good nature. 


Samuel no ſooner perceived David, than he | 


whiſpered to the father, that he was the 
perſon ſelected by the Almighty to be ad- 
vanced to the throne. The company now 
fat down to a holy banquet, David being 
directed to take his ſeat next the prophet, 
who after anointing the youth with holy 
oil, informed him, it was the ſacred plea- 
ſure of the Almighty to entruſt the gover- 
ment of the Hebrew nation to his care, ad- 
moniſhing him to do ſtrict juſtice to his 
ſubjects, and obey the commands of God, 
whereby he would ſecure himſelf in the 
continuance of the ſovereignty, and tranſmit 
his own fame, and that of his family tothe 
lateſt poſterity. The prophet aſſured him, that 
he ſhould triumph over the Philiſtines, and 
prove victorious in all his encounters. Af- 
ter this, Samuel departed. | 
The ſpirit The ſpirit of God now paſſed from Saul 
paſſes from to David, who by the power and virtue of 
Saul toDavid. that ſpirit immediately began to prophecy, At 
the ſame time, Saul was ſeized with a diffi- 


* The Scripture, ſays, fix cubits and a ſpan, 
which is more likely, conſidering the weight of his 
coat of mail was five thouſand ſhekels, that is, 


1 


culty of breathing and with fits reſembling 
thoſe of a demoniac. His phyſicians were 
unable to remove. or. account for the king's 
complaint; but they adviſed ſome perſon 
to be ſought for who was ſkillful in ſinging, 
and playing upon the harp,. that whenever 
the fit ſeized him, he might be amuſed with 
a hymn or ſpiritual ſong. One of his do. 
meſtics informed the king, that Jefle of 
Bethlehem had a ſon who excelled in play. 
ing upon the harp, and accompanying that 
inſtrument with his voice; adding, that 
he was a brave and an accompliſhed youth 
in every reſpect. In conſequence of this 
recomniendation, the king ſent to. Jeſſe, re- 
queſting that his ſon, whoſe qualifications 
had been ſo highly commended to him, 
might be tent to court. Calling David 
from attending his flocks, Jeſſe ſent him to 
Saul, charging him with the, delivery of 
preſents ſuitable to the dignity of the per- 
ſon to whom they were offered. The king 
received the youth with great kindneſs, ap- 
pointed him to be one of his life- guards, and 
in ſeveral inſtances gave him proots of par- 
ticular eſteem. W hen Saul was attacked 
with bis fits, he found no relief. but in 
the muſic of David's voice and inſtrument : 
and he was ſo ſucceſsful in ingratiating the 
favour of the king, that, with the conſent 


the palace. 
5 C HAP. X. 


he Philiſtines march againſt the Hebrews, 
 Gohah propoſes that the conteſt ſhall be 
decided by fingle combat, in which be 
offers to encounter any man in the Hebrew 


army. David accepts the challenge. 


ful army againſt the Hebrews, and formed 
their encampment between Shecoth and 


Azekah. Leading his troops to the ſum- 
mit of a mountain, Saul compelled the 
Philiſtines to quit their camp, after which 


they poſted themſelves upon an oppoſite 
mountain, ſo that the armies were ſeparat- 
ed only by a valley. While matters were 
in this fituation, a citizen of Gath, named 


ſtature, came down the hill into the middle 
of the valley, being followed at a ſmall diſ- 
tance by a troop of armed men, and with a 
threatening air, and ſonorous voice, chal- 
lenged any man of the Hebrew army to 
ſiagle combat. The height of this ſurpriſ- 
ing man was four * cubits and a ſpan ; and 
his armour was proportioned to the enor- 


— 


| two thouſand two hundred and ſ:yenty five ounces, 


fifteen grains, and ſeventeen penny weights, or one 
hundred. and eighty -ei2ht pounds, fifteen — 
an 


(Boox 


of his father, he was appointed to refide in 


OON after David had been ſent for to 
O court, the Philiſtines marched a power- 


Goliah, a man of wonderful ſtrength, and 
Goliab, al 


liſtine, ges 
challenge 0 
the Hebtes 


1 Sam. xn! 
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wmous ſize/ of his limbs. The tight of youu of the youth, Saul dekmed it not pru- 
bes 2619 bole coat of mail Was five thouſang; ſhdkels; }| dent that a matter of ſo much importance 
And weighed fix hundred ſhekels lit was a match. Perceiving the king's" diffidence, 
dot a ſpear to be carried in the uſual man · ¶ David addreſſed him in thofolle wing manner: 
no like a lance, but che reſtediſt ph. His This arrogant Philiſtine is not ſo much 
ſnoulder. e men of Urgel (fai Goto be conſidered as giving a challenge to 
hab) Lam come: hither to prevent the ſpil- your army, as offering an impious defiance 
ling of human blood. I pronounec myfelf to Heaven; and the combat will not be 
ready to engage in ſingle combat, any man] but between Goliah and the Lord of Hoſts. 
that may be choſen from among the He- The conqueſt will not be atchieved by the 
brews to oppoſe. me. If I. ſhall be flain }| powet of my arm, but through the gracious 
by my adverſary, the Philiſtined will be- || providence of the Almighty, who for his 
come ſervants, but if I: proye,vidori- || greater glory, frequently carries into effect, 
ous, the Hebrews are to be thence forward || the nobleſt purpoſes by means of the weak- 
ſubject to us. I make this propoſitian' for || eſt inſtruments. In that God, my truſt is 
ending our diſpute, as being more conſiſtent || repoſed ; and I have a firm confidence, 
with humanity, than hazarding the lives of || that he will continue to me his gracious 
ſo many thouſands of people on the uncer- protection, and deliver me, as he hath for- 
tain iſſue of a battle. Having pronounced [| merly done, from all dangers and difficulties; 
this defiance, he returned to the Philiſtine || While attending my father's ſheep, a lion 
camp. He uttered the challenge on forty || carried a lamb from the flock ; I purſued 
ſucceſſive days, to the great ſurpriſe and || the beaſt till he turned upon me, when ſeiz- 
mortification of Saul, who on each day, drew || ing him by the tail, I daſhed him againſt 
up his army in order of battle, but was as the ground with ſo much force as inſtantly 
often diſappointed of coming to an engage- || to kill him. Upon a like occafion, Tonce 
ment by this procedure of Goliah. | encountered a bear with the ſame ſucceſs, 
In this expedition, Saul was accompanied || Now this blaſpheming challenger for the 
by three of the ſons of Jeſſe: but David || Philiſtine army, I conſider not as a more 
had been ſent back to attend his father's formidable enemy than a lion or bear from the 


flocks. Soon aftey his return from. court, foreſt. I ſpeak not thus from the impulſe of 


Jeſſe diſpatched David to the camp with a raſh and ungrounded confidence, but in a 
ſome articles which his other ſons had. oc- || perfe& aſſurance, that I ſhall be made the 
caſion for, and to bring him intelligence of || inftrument of heaven in puniſhment this au- 
the ſtate of affairs. Upon his arrival in the dacious boaſter, for his abominable impiety.“ 
camp, David heard Goliah reproaching the] The firm and confident manner with 

Hebrews with cowardice, ſince not a man || which theſe words were delivered, induced 
in the whole army dared to accept his chal- || the king to believe that they were the effect 
lenge to ſingle combat. The extravagant || of inſpiration, and therefore he granted the 
boaſtings of this man ſo inflamed the in- || youth permiſſion to fight the Philiſtine, 
dignation of David, that determing to ac || clothing him in his own coat of mail, 

., Cept the challenge, he communicated his || providing him with his own ſword and 

3 delign to his brothers. Upon this, Eliab bee and pronouncing a benediction up- 

mer G0. ſharply reproved him, as being guilty of on him. Unaccuſtomed to appear in arms, 

bus bis raſnneſs, ſince he had neither ſtrength, ex- || David thought that being thus accoutered 


10 5 E perience, nor {kill, to qualify him for en- would rather obſtruct than facilitate his 
ſucceſs, and therefore, after reſpectfully ex- 


hh 


— — 
— —rm——_— 


— 


bier. as. countering ſo formidable an enemy. David 


held his brother in great reſpect, but yet cuſing himſelf to the king, by ſaying, that 
he could not refrain from repeating what his appearance rather reſembled that of a 
he had ſaid in the preſence of the ſoldiers, || prince than a ſhepherd, he diſengaged him- 
who preſently mentioning the circumſtance || ſelf from the incumbrance of the armour, 
to the king, he ordered David into his pre- || requeſting that he might be permitted to 
ſence, and aſked him what he' had to pro- || fight in a manner that would be more con- 
poſe with regard to the Philiſtine. He re- || venient to him. He then took up his 

plied, that he was willing to accept the chal- || ſhepherd's ſtaff, having a fling in his right 3 
lenge, and notwithſtanding his ſuperior hand, and in his ſcrip five ſmooth ſtones e 


Encounter, 
ſtrength and ſtature, would pledge him- 


taken out of a brook ; and being provided ver · 38, 39, 
ſelf to chaſtiſe the arrogance of Goliah. || only with theſe ſimple are advance. i” 


Though he highly approved the generous || ed towards Goliah. 


and ſeventeen penny weights ; and the head of his 


; oning a ſhekel to weigh nine penny weights, two 
ſpear fix hundred ſhekels, that is, two hundred grains, and four ſevenths, Engliſh Troy. Goliah 
and ſeventy three ounces, and four grains; or twen- |j was in height, according. to ſcripture, about eleven 
ty two pounds, eleven ounces, and four grains, reck-|| feet and three inches, | 3 

CHAP. 


160 


David kills 
49. 


David encounters. and kills Goliab. Te 
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C HAP. XI. 


Philiſtine army routed, Saul concerves ' a 
mortal enmity againſt David, and offers 
him his daughter in marriage with a view to 
inſuure him. David preſents the beads 


of fix hundred Pbiliſtines to Saul. 


| S the combatants approached, Goliah 
in contempt of the comparatively 
diminutive figure of David, and of his ap- 
parently harmleſs weapons, aſked him, 
whether he was come into the field to beat 
a dog, or fight a ſoldier ? David rephed, 
that he came to beat a creature worſe than 
a dog. Exaſperated by this reproach, the 
barbarian invoked his Gods to curſe David, 
threatening to deſtroy him, and give his 
body to be devoured by the beaſts of the 
field, and the birds of the air. Hereupon 
David faid, you appear in the field, armed 
with a ſpear, and a coat of mail; but I 
come to encounter you under the autho- 


rity of God, by whoſe power, yourſelf] opportunity of F his courage and 


and your army will be this day deſtroyed ; 
and with aſſiſtance of his Almighty pro- 
vidence, I will divide your head from your 


body, and, after caſting your carcaſe upon 


a dunghill to be devoured by dogs, carry 


your head off the field, as a trophy of vic- 
tory. Thus I ſhall be made the inſtrument 
of convincing mankind, that the God of the 
Hebrews is ever attentive to the welfare of 
his people, that his protection is their ar- 
mour and ſtrength, and likewiſe that pow- 
erful armies, and implements of war, are 
uſeleſs and ineffectual to thoſe who incur 
his Almighty diſpleaſure. The Philiſtine 
now advanced towards David, with as 
much ſpeed as the weight of his unwieldy 
armour would allow, exprefling contempt 
and deriſion that he ſhould be oppoſed by ſo 
infignificant an adverſary. _ \.. +50 
Under the conduct of his Almighty and 
inviſible protector, David approached Goliah; 
and taking one of the ſtones out of his ſcrip, 
couched it in his ſling, and hurled it with 
ſuch force againſt his enemy, that it frac- 
tured his ſkull, and penetrated his very brain. 
While the dying barbarian lay bleeding 
with his face towards the ground, David 
took his ſword from his fide (not being 
himſelf provided with one) and with that 
weapon ſeparated the head from the body. 
This exploit threw the whole Philliſtine 
army into the utmoſt conſternation,of which 
Saul taking advantage, he furiouſly attacked 


them, and purſued them to the neighbour- 


hood of Gath, and the very gates of Aſcalon. 


4 This, in point of numbers, does not accord 
with Scripture, where it is ſaid, that only one hun- 
red was to be flain : but in a ſubſequent veiſe, 
(1 Sam. xvii. 27.) it is ſaid, that he flew double 


1 


pute at thirty 


brews now plundered the enemy's camp, ind 
then ſet it on fire. David carried the head 
of Goliah in triumph to his tent, and de- 
dicated the giant's ford to GG. 
This atchievement inflamed Saul with a 
mortal envry and jealoufy towards David: 
Upon the return of the Hebrew! army, the 
women quitted all the cities and rowhs with 
muſic, ſinging, and daneing, cbngratulat- 
ed the victors. They ſung alternately, the 
women chanting Saul hath flain his 
thouſands;! — the virgins anfwering in 
the ſame ſtrain, And David his ten thou- 
ſands.” The preference given to David in 
a ten- fold proportion, excited the envy and 
rage of Saul to that degree, that he de- 
termined to effect his deſtruction. In pur- 
ſuance of this deſign, he advanced the 
young man to the rank of a colonel, and 
employed him in divers hazardous expedi- 
tions, not with a viewiof affording him an 


{kill in the art of war, but in hopes that 
he would fall in battle. Saul imagined, 


that his ſeat upon the throne would be of 
very precarious tenute during the life of 
David; for after the diſtinguiſhed marks oſ 
public honour he had received, he ſuſpect- 
ed that the people might he eaſily induced 
to advance him to the ſovereignty. How- 
ever, the Providence of God conſtantly at- 
tended David in all his undertakings, and 
his courage, and generous and condeſcending 
behaviour, not only ſecured him the affec- 
tions of the public, but alſo gained him 
the particular eſteem of a virgin daughter 
to the king. Perceiving her partiality to- 
wards David, Saul expreſſed no averſion to 
their contracting marriage, his real motive, 
though carefully diſguiſed, being to effect 
the ruin of David, under the plaufible pre- 
text of prevailing © upon him to undertake 
ſome exploit that ſhould render him worthy 
of becoming his fon-in-Jlaw. He accord- 
ly diſpatched meſſengers to inform David, 
that he would give him his daughter in 
marriage, if he would produce the heads of 
fix hundred + Philiſtines : for knowing the 
enterpriſing ſpirit of the youth, he was 
rſuaded he would not decline the under- 
taking, and flattered himiſelf that in this deſ- 


perate attempt he would doubtleſs be ſlain. 

David readily accepted his propoſal, not 
entertaining the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of the 
king's infidious deſign: and therefore col- 
lecting his companions, he proceeded againſt 
the enemy, whom he defeated with great 


DS mac 


that number. Thus he expreſſ d his affection for 
the king's daughter, and his reatmeſs to venture 
his life in deſtroying ih: enemies of his country. 


| 


ſlaughter 


[Bock 4 
On this vecaſion' the ſſain were comsThe py 
d thouſand, and the deen 
wounded at double that number: The He- rec.” 
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| laughter after which he preſented fix | 
hundred of the heads of the Philiſtines to 
Saul, at the fame time claiming the per- 
formance of his promiſe. 


CHAP, . 


David eſpouſes Melcha, the daughter of 
Saul, who till entertains deſigns againſt 
his life. Fonathan appriſes David of his 
danger. | 


Nable to recede from his promiſe, 
without expoſing himſelf to public' 
cenſure, Saul conſented to give his daughter 
Melcha + to David in marriage; and they 
were accordingly eſpouſed : but this affinity 
did not abate the king's enmity towards 
David; for he commiſſioned his fon Jona- 
than, and ſome of his moſt confidential ſer- 
vants, to put David to death. The impi- 
Jauthan in. OUS and perfiduous deſign of Saul, ſtruck 
um David ſonathan with aſtoniſhment and horror, he 
7 am. entertaining the moſt profound reſpect and 
:. veneration for the eminent virtues of the 
man who was intended to be made a ſacri- 
fice to his father's reſentment. He there- 
fore communicated the king's deſign to 
David, and adviſed him to retire into ſome 
place of concealment, faying he would en- 
deavour to diſcover by what means he had 
ſo highly incurred the diſpleaſure and in- 


dignation of the king. In compliance with 
this friendly advice, David retired from the 


court to a place of ſecrecy, in order that 

he might avoid the effects of the king's 

diſpleaſure. 
1 N 
„„ „ 

Jonathan expoſtulates with Saul on behalf of 
David, who is reſtored: to the king's fa- 
Vour. 8 . 

N the following day, finding his 

father in an agreeable temper, Jona- 

than availed himſelf of that opportunity to 
plead in behalf of David. You have (ſaid 
he) expreſſed a violent diſpleaſure againſt your 
ſon-in-law; but on what account I cannot 
conceive; nor why, you ſhould have pro- 
ceeded to the dreadful extremity of ordering 
him to be put to death. We are indebted to 
him for the deſtruction of the Philiſtine 
army; for the ſafety we at preſent enjoy, 
and alfo for having vindicated the honour of 
our nation from the reproach of receiving 
a challenge repeated for forty ſucceſſive days 
from the deceaſed. giant, whom no one in 
the whole army but this unforunate youth 
had courage to encounter. He obtained 
my ſiſter in marriage on the conditions pro- 
poſed by yourſelf, and produced the heads 
of fix hundred Philiſtines, in conformity 
with his agreement, and both on account of 


1 © Seript Michal. 
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his | bravery, and his relatibnſſuip, he is en- 


in what miſery you will involve my fiſter, 
by taking away the life of her huſband ; 
and. recollect, that when relief was to be 
obtained by no other means, he yielded you 
moſt eſſential ſervice in expelling the evil 
ſpirit whereby you were fo terribly afflicted; 


yourſelf and your whole family : and per- 
mit me to add, that theſe benefits cannot 


ſelf the abhorrence of mankind, and the 
dreadful diſpleaſure of God. Theſe argu- 
ments were attended with the deſired ſuc- 
ceſs, and the king bound himſelf under 
the obligation of an oath to decline all fur- 
ther attempts againſt the ſafety of David. 
In conſequence of this, Jonathan repaired 
to the retreat of his brother-in-law, and 
congratulated him on having appeaſed the 
diſpleaſure of the king, informing him, 
that he might with perfect ſafety return to 
court. David accompanied Jonathan into 
the preſence of Saul, and a reconciliation 
being effected, the youth was reinſtated in 
the king's favour and all the offices he be- 
fore enjoyed, 


CHAP, XIV, 


David ſubdues the Philiſtines. Saul fete 
the life of David, who is preſerved by his 
wife Melcha, and he goes to Samuel at 

Ranigh, and afterwards ſeeks refuge in 


prieſts. David's miraculous deliverance, 
Samuel dies, David eſpouſes Abigail, 
The Philiſtines prepare for war againſt 
the Hebrews, 285 


BOUT this time, the Philiſtines 
again made war againſt the He- 
brews, and Saul gave the command of his 
army to David. An engagement taking 
place, the Philiſtines were compleatly de- 


upon them. Immediately after the action, 
David haſtened to the king, with an ac- 
count of the victory; but his reception was 


correſponding with the merit of his emin- 
ent ſervices; for the king was rather diſ- 
ſatisfield than rejoiced at the ſucceſs of his 
ſon-in-law, being jealous of his growing. 


whatever public advantage were obtained 
through the zeal and martial atchievements 
of that enterpriſing youtim. 
Saul being again ſeized with the fits to 
which he had been ſome time liable, he 
ſent for David to ſing and play upon his 
harp to him in his bed- chamber; and while 


he was ſo employed, the king darted his 
OY» 3 


javelin 


4 


161 


titled to eſteem and tenderneſs. Conſider, fir, 


a ſervice intitling him to the gratitude of 


be forgotten without drawing upon your- 


Saul and Da- 
vid reconcil- 
ed. ver. 7 


Gath. Saul puts to death a number of 


David ſub- 
dues the Phi- 
likines, ver. N 


feated, a terrible ſlaughter being executed 


neither anſwerable to his expectation, nor 


reputation, and conſidering as misfortunes 


162 


Saul attempts jayelin at him, but by his alertneſs, he a- 


to ſtrike Da- 
vid with his 


Javelin, ver, 


10. 


| houſe, in order to take David into cuſtody, 


occaſioned by Melcha having placed under 
them the warm liver of a newly ſlain kid+. 
Upon the meſſengers informing the kin 


fuſed to favour his eſcape; therefore the 


David goes 
to Samuel at 
Ramah. ver. 
18. 


5 


ing Saul again diſpatched the meſſengers with 
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voided receiving the blow that was aimed, 
and haſtened home, where he continued 
during the remainder of that day. At 
night the king ordered a party of ſoldiers 
to ſurround David's houſe, to prevent his 
eſcape, and conduct him into his preſence 
in the morning, in order that ſentence of 
death might be paſſed upon him as a crimi- 
nal. But his wife Melcha having informa- 
tion of her father's deſign, ſhe informed her 
huſband of his danger, and charged him, 
as he loved her, and valued his own life, 
to eſcape before day-light, as the only 
means of avoiding the deſtruction that 
was meditated againſt him. After an inter- 
change of tender careſſes, and expreſſing 
roteſtations of love and fidelity, Melcha 
owned her huſband from the chamber 
window, by means of a rope, fervently re- 
commending him to the protection of pro- 
vidence. fs 
At day-break, the guards went to the 


when his wife informed them, that he 
was ſick in bed, and after a very reſtleſs 
night, was then fallen into a ſleep ; ſhe 
then ſhewed them the bed ſhe had prepared in 
a manner proper for the deception, when 
obſerving the coverlet in motion, as if oc- 
caſioned by the breathing of a perſon 
beneath the clothes, they made no further 
enquiry, but returned to the king with an 
account of what had paſſed. The next morn- 


a peremptory order to bring David before 
him, whatever might be the ſtate of his 
health, having irrevocably doomed him to 
cath. Upon the ſecond ſearch, the meſ- 
engers diſcovered they had been deceived, 
and that the motion of the bed-clothes was 


of the device practiſed by Melcha, he ve- 
hemently exclaimed againſt her having pre- 
famed to oppole his orders ; but to excufe 
herſelf, ſhe pretended, that for her huſband had 
threatened to take away. her life, if ſhe re- 


hoped and truſted, he would pardon her, 
fince if the had not conſented to become 
acceſſary to the eſcape of his ſuppoſed ene- 
my, ſhe muſt inevitably have ſacrificed the 
life of his daughter. By this condeſcenti- 
on Melcha obtained her father's forgiven- 
neſs. 

Repairing to Samuel at Ramah, David 
informed the prophet of Saul having darted 


—_— * 


+ It is quite improbable that the liver taken from 
a kid, or any other creature ſhould occaſion the 
bed-clothes to move. The Scripture ſays David's 
wife -put into the bed an 1mage dreſſed up with 
goats-hair, to refe mble à man, which the meiſen- 


OF THE JEWS, 


his javelin at him, and of the various ira. 
tagems he had put in force, in order to 
bring about his deſtruction, being exaſper- 
ated againſt him on account of the peculiar 
manner in which he was favoured by the 
Almighty. 

When Samuel had heard the narrative, 
he took David with him from Ramah to 
Galbaah, where they continued ſometime 
together. Upon receiving information of 
David's retreat, the king diſpatched a troop 
of ſoldiers thither, with orders to bring him 
away a priſoner. They found Samuel in the 
congregation of the prophets, and, after a 
ſhort time, being infpired with the fame 
ſpirit, they uttered prophecies themſelves. 
Being informed of this, the king ſent a 
ſecond, and a third party of ſoldiers upon the 
ſame buſineſs, and they, like the former 
were ſeized with the {ſpirit of prophecy. 
Being thus thrice diſappointed, Saul was 


greatly enraged ; and he at length went 


himſelf in ſearch of his ſon-in-law. Com- 
ing into the neighbourhood where Samuel 
and David were, the king was alſo ſeized 
with the ſpirit of prophecy ; and proceed- 


ing a little further, the impulſe was ſo 
g upon him, that he ſtripped him- 


ſtron 


ſelf entirely naked, and in that ſituation 
continued to prophecy a whole day and 
night, in the ſight and hearing of Samuel 
and David. - FX 

David complained to Jonathan of the harſh 
and ſevere treatment he had received from the 
king,notwithſtanding the loyalty, obedience, 
and reſpect, he had on every occaſion mani- 
feſted towards him. Hereupon, Jonathan 
adviſed his brother-in-law not to form too 
precipitate a judgment with regard'to Saul's 
intention, who had not mentioned the ſub- 
ject, ſaying that his father feldom reſolved 
upon any meaſures of conſequence without 


conſulting him, and therefore, he was in- 
g|| clined to believe, that David's ſuſpicions 


were groundleſs. Having confirmed what 
he had faid with an oath, David obſerved 
that on occaſion of the new moon, a feſ- 
tival would be held the following day, at 
which Saul would be preſent, and requeſted, 
if the king ſhould enquire after him, that 
Jonathan would ſay, he had obtained leave 
of him to go to Bethlehem, in order to ce- 
lebrate the day with his own tribe. If the 


king ſhould with him a good journey, or 


make uſe of any expreſſion of kindneſs, it 
was to be inferred, that he harboured no 
malice againſt him ; but otherwife it was 
to be concluded, that he intended to bring 
about his deſtruction. He faid, he would 


* 
— — —_— 


The meaning of this is preſumed to be, that by an 
irreſiſtible impulſe, they praiſed God in -f ror and 
ſpiritual ſongs, and were rendered incapable of exe- 


gers miſtook for David. . 


ed. ; 
1 


cuting the commiſſton with which they were charg- 


wait 


a 


jAP 
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that I have acted in any manner criminally | 


alba {0+ 


manly 1 
Joes bim- 
I fend. 


Sam. XI. 
17. 


zp 10 David. 


wait in the fields near the town, till Jo- 
nathan ſhould bring him intelligence of the 
king's behaviour, on the following day. 
David concluded with laying, & If you 
think me unworthy of your friendſhip, or 


towards your father, it ismy earneſt requeſt, 


that you will inſtantly ſheath your ſword in| 


my heart.” | 

After obſerving, that there was much un- 
kindneſs in the concluding part of his 
ſpeech, Jonathan promiſed to act in con- 
formity with David's deſire, and to leave 
no means unattempted that might conduce 
to his preſervation. 
than, ) ap 
governs the univerſe to witneſs the faith and 
friendſhip which we have ſolemnly pledged 
ourſelves to obſerve towards each other; 
and further, that I will zealouſly perſevere 
in my endeavours for diſcovering whether 
my father entertains deſigns inimical to your 
ſafety and welfare. That Almighty power 
to whom the moſt ſecret purpoſes of the 
heart are known, will bear teſtimony, that 
1 have never failed to addreſs myſelf in 
fervent prayers to him for your proſperity 
and ſucceſs in all your undertakings, and 
that he would continue to you the grace 
and favour whereby you have hitherto been 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, enabling you to 
triumph over all your enemies. I earneſtly 
entreat, that you will preſerve what I have 
ſaid in your memory, and if it ſhould be 
my misfortune to die firſt, that you will 
transfer your friendſhip for me to my chil- 
dren. i 

Jonathan now appointed David to with- 
draw to a certain part of the field, where 
he would come himſelf, and explain how 
his father ſtood affected towards him.” Af- 
ter learning the diſfpoſtition of my father 
(faid Jonathan) I will come into the field, 
accompanied by a boy : I will then ſhoot 
three arrows, and if I order the lad to take 
them up, and bring them to me, be aſſur- 
red that my father means no injury to you : 


but if I ſay any thing further, it is to be un- 


derſtood, that you are in danger. I have 


now only to repeat my requeſt, that our 


friendſhip may not be IE in the days 
of your proſperity, and that my children 
may experience your kindneſs.” 
The feaſt of the new' moon being held the 
following day, Saul, as uſual onſuch occaſions, 
ſat down to ſupper, Jonathan being on his 
right, and Abner, his general, on his left 
hand, David's ſeat remaining vacant. On 
this occaſion, the king made no enquiry 
reſpecting David: but on the following 


day, he aſked Jonathan the reaſon of the 


lon of Jeſſe abſenting himſelf from the feſ- 
tival on two ſucceſſive days. Jonathan 
laid in reply, that he had given David per- 


% now (faid Jona- 
to that Almighty power, who 


Jonathan, in the moſt ref] 


* 


— 
_ 


— 


who ex 
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miſſion to go into the country for the pur- 
poſe of keeping the feſtival with his owtt 
tribe, adding, that he had ſo great a friend- 
ſhip for the youth, that he would gladly 
have accepted his invitation to accompany 
him. This ſo exaſperated Saul, that he 
was no longer able to repreſs his rancour 


againſt David; and in reſentment to Jos Saul re- 
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nathan, for having ſpoken favourably ofProacbes Joi 


a 1 , : nathan as 4 
him, vehemently exclaimed againſt his ſon; traitor, ver: 


declaring him to be a traitor, and a confe. 30: 


derate with his brother-in-law, who he 
ſaid, was a conſpirator againſt himſelf, and 
an enemy to his family. He then com- 
manded Jonathan to ſend for David, in order 
that he might be ſurrendered up to juſtice, 
for neither his life nor his crown could be 
ſafe while that inveterate, though eonceal- 
ed enemy was in exiſtence, Upon this, 
pectful manner, 
requeſted his father to mention what charge 
of criminality he had to alledge againſt 
David. This queſtion tranſported the king 
into ſo violent a rage, that ſeizing a javelin, 
with that weapon he aimed a ſtroke at, 


and would have inſtantly put his ſon to 


death, but for the inter poſition 
perſons preſent. e ee 

On account of this furious outrage, Jo- 
nathan departed, and after paſſing the night 
in painful reflections upon his own ſitua- 


of ſome 


tion and that of David, early the next 


morning he took his bow and arrows, and 
being accompanied by a boy, he quitted 
the town, under pretence that his motive 
was to ſhoot game. Arriving in the-field 
where he had appointed to meet David, by 


means of his arrows he conveyed: to him 


an intimation of the unfriendly diſpoſition 
of his father. After this, he diſpatched 
the boy into the city, that he might have 
the opportunity of a private conference 
with his friend and brother-in-law, Ap= 
proaching each other, David threw. him- 
{elf at the feet of his preſerver, who im- 


mediately raiſed him, when they cordially 


embraced, and joined in lamenting that 
they were under the neceſſity of ſubmit- 
ting to a ſeparation. After ſome time 
employed in mutual condolements, they 


took an affectionate leave of each other, 
and after renewing their aſſurance of per- 


petual friendſhip, they departed. 
David repaired to the city of 
waited upon Ahimelech 


unattended, David faid, that being employ- 


ed by the king to perform a ſecret ſervice, 


for the greater privacy, he had diſcharged 
his retinue, appointing them to meet him 
at a particular place and time. He requeſt- 
ed Ahimelech to ſupply him with ſuch ar- 
ticles as he ſhould have occaſion for on 


his journey, and paricularly a ſword, a 
| ſpear 


Nob, and David goes to Y 


e high; prieſt, *** eity of 
preſſing ſurpriſe that he was wholly art. 1. Nw 
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ſpear, or ſome other weapon: Whatever | 
elſe he might have occaſion for, the high- 
prieſt ſaid, he ſhould be ſupplied with, but 
he was in poſſeſſion of no arms, abating 
the ſword that had belonged to Goliah, the 
Philiſtine, which was hung up, and dedicat- 
ed to God: but, he ſaid, he was willing to 
accommodate David with this ſword. 
Gladly accepting this offer, David retired 
with all poſſible ſpeed without the juriſdic- 
tion of the Hebrews. The whole of the 
converſation between Ahimelech and David 
was overheard by Doeg, a Syrian by birth, 

who was a groom in the ſervice of Saul. 
David goes to David now repaired to the city of Gath, 
in the land of the Philiſtines, where he no 
OY ſooner appeared, than ſeveral of the ſervants 
Anchus,* the king of the country, recollec- 
ting his perſon, they informed their maſter 
that he was the man who had deitroyed 
ſo many thouſands of his ſubject. Being 
now in as much danger as when in the 
dominions of his father-in-law, David had 
recourſe to the ſtratagem of affecting to be 
diſtempered in his mind: ſo that when he 
came into the king's preſence, he repri- 
manded his domeſtics for troubling him a- 
bout a man who was diſordered in his ſen- 
ſes, ordering them immediately to turn David 
Hut of his preſen ede | 
From Gath Having eſcaped by means of the above 
he proceeds artifice, David proceeded into the lot of the 
N. gw ual tribe of Judah, and after remaining ſome 
and is joined time in the cave of Adullam, ſent informa- 


Gat h. ver. 


by four „ tion to his brethren of the place of his re- 
hundred ad- 5 a . : 
herents. 1 treat. Being informed of his preſent abode, 


Sam, xxii. 1, his relations, friends, and others, to the 
D number of four hundred people, reſorted to 
him, being zealoully attached to his in- 
ee, 5 
With the above party, David marched 
into the country of the king of Moab, and 
after repreſenting, that their affairs were in 
a ſtate of embarraſſment, ſolicited that 
monarch's permiſſion to take ſanctuary in 
his dowinions, till an accommodation 
ſhould be effected, ſo as to enable them to 
return home. David and his people experi- 
enced an honourable and generous recep-| 
tion and entertainment from the king of 
David and his Moab, in whoſe dominions they continued 
followers till David received directions from the pro- 
e N het Samuel to march with his people out 
kingof Moab, Of the deſart into the land af Judah, and 
ver. 4. from thence to Saris. - 
In a ſhort time, Saul was informed that 
David was on his march at the head of 
four hundred men, which greatly alarmed 
and diſconcerted him; for having had re- 
peated proofs of his heroic and enterpriſing 
ſpirit, he apprehended he might puſue mea- 
ſures, which it not dangerous to his go- 
vernment, at leaſt, might perplex and diſ- 


— RN.  — — 


concert his councils. Aſſembling his friends, 
captains, the principal people of his own 
tribe, and all his officers, both civil and 
military, in a place called the Field, in his 
royal city of Gibeah, Saul aſcended the 
throne, and addreſſed them in the follow. 
ing manner: 


miſſions, and other advantages, I have be- 
ſtowed upon you, are not totally expunged 
from your memory, I ſhall now deſire you 
candidly to anſwer one plain | queſtion, 
which is, whether you do not expect to 
derive greater benefits from the fon of Jeſſe 
than you have received from me ? Your in- 
clinations manifeſtly appear to be in favour 
of David ; and I am conſcious that my ſon 
Jonathan affords you both an example and 
an authority for ſuch conduct; for I am 
appriſed of the league of confederacy in 
which he is engaged with David; and 
though you know him to be an abettor of 
the cauſe of my adverſaries, you ſeem to 
look upon his treacherous proceedings with 
indifference.” _ = bw: 
The king having delivered the above 
ſpeech, a general ſilence enſued, till Doeg, 
the groom, ſpoke as follows: * Being 
lately with . Ahimelech, the high prieſt, in 
the city of Nod, I then ſaw David conſult- 
ing the oracle; Ahimelech provided him 


obedience.” Hereupon, Saul commanded 
the appearance of Ahimelech, and all his 
reJations in Gibeath. 1 
Upon the arrival of the high- prieſt, and 
his relations, Saul reprobated David as a 
traitor, demanding by what authority he 
had preſumed to afford him entertainment, 
proviſions, and arms, and report to him 
the anſwers of the oracle, concerning the 
ſucceſs of his expedition. He told the 
high-prieft, it was impoſſible he could be 
ignorant of David's malice towards him 
and his family, and that he had abſconded, 
in order to avoid the puniſhment that was 
due to his treachery. of od ane hot 
Ahimelech frankly avowed, that he had 
ſhewn David every inſtance. of reſpect in his 
power; For (ſaid Ahimelech) I con- 
ſidered him as the moſt faithful of your 
friends, and the moſt meritorious of your 
officers. Knowing him to be your ſon- in- 
law, and that you had conferred: very diſ- 
tinguiſhed honours. upon him, I conceived 
him to be intitled to every ſervice it was 
poſſible for me to render him. He in- 
formed me, that you had diſpatehed him 
in haſte, upon buſineſs of the greateſt ur- 
gency; and had I not complied with his 
requeſts, I ſhould have thought myſelf 
guilty of an affront and indignity to your- 


Script Achiſh. Script. Hareth, 


{Boox yi 


« Conſidering that the honourable com- 


with neceſſaries for purſuing his journey, 
and delivered to him the ſword of Goliah, 
thereby abetting and encouraging his diſ- 


ſelf. 


LA 
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ſelf. Should David prove fo guilty as you 
ſuſpect him to be, ſtill I hope you will not 
deem me an acceſſary in his offence; for 
the ſervices I rendered him proceeded from 
my deſire of ſhewing reſpect to the king, 
by a compliance with the demands of his 
ſon-in-law, and military commander.” 
Notwithſtanding this apology, Saul com- 
manded his guards to ſeize Ahimelech, and 


gl com 
ands the 


ict his whole family, and put them immedi- 
{his uf ately to the ſword: but they refuſed to 


dee execute his commiſſion, alledging, that ac- 
ur cording to the principles of the Hebrew 
ü, religion, it was a ſacrilegious act of the 
hghigheſt enormity, to put to death any man 
who ſerved at the altar. His ſoldiers ha- 
ving refuſed to obey the king's cruel order, 
he committed the charge of enforcing it 

to Doeg, the Syrian, who, accompanied by 
by br a gang of impious ruffians and aſſaſſins, firſt 


ily put to murdered the high- prieſt, and then all the 


ah by 
4x thar, to the number of three hundred and 
| eighty-five perſons.* | 
After this barbarous and ſacrilegious maſſ- 
acre, the murderers were diſpatched by 
Saul to the city of Nob, the ſeat and refi- 
dence of the prieſthood, where they put 
the inhabitants to death, without diſtinc- 
tion of age or ſex, and then laid the town 
in aſhes. Abiathar, the ſon of Ahimelech, 
was the only perſon who eſcaped the hor- 
rid fury of the aſſaſſins. Thus was verified 
an ancient prediction from God to the high 
prieſt Eli, purporting, that in time to come 
the iniquity of his two ſons would be 
puniſhed with the extermination of his fa- 
mily. | 
Abiathar repaired to David, and in- 
formed him of the particulars of the mur- 
der of his father Ahimelech, the extirpa- 
tion of the ſacerdotal race, and the maſſa- 
n. cre of the other inhabitants, reprobating 
Wo Nob the execrable cruelty of Saul, and his fa- 
eftoyed,and  .,- , . | 
cy lad Crilegious deſtruction of the city of Nob, 
prin, which had been ſet apart, and peculiarly 
„ aſſigned as a nurſery of the prieſthood, in 
conſequence of a ſuppoſition, that the high- 
prieſt Ahimelech was favourable to the 
cauſe of his perſecuted ſon-in-law. Abia- 
ther ſaid, when he perceived that Doeg 
was informed of David being with Ahime- 
lech, he apprehended ſome fatal conſe- 
quence, fince he was aſſured, that the Sy- 
rian would put the moſt unfavourable con- 


3 the Eat PIT + 


Ihe ſcripture does not mention ſo great a num- 
ber. And Doeg, the Edomite, turned, and fell 


upon the prieſts, and flew on that day fourſcore and || 


five perſons that did wear the linen Ephod.” 1 Sam. 
XxX11. 18, But in the next verſe it is added, And 
Nob, the city of the pri-ſts, ſmote he with the edge 
of the ſword, both men and women, children, and 
lucklings.” The determinate number not being ex- 
preſſed, it is probable that our author includes thoſe 
prieſts that were lain in the city of Nob, in the three 


| 


people of his family, except his fon Abia- 
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ſtruction upon the circumſtance, in order 
to exaſperate the paſſions of the king to a 
more violent and ungovernable degree. 
About this time, David received infor- 1 Philifo 
mation that the Philiſtine army had made unes enter 
an irruption into the country of Keilah, A 
and were then employed in devaſtating that; Sam. 
province. He was defirous of marchingxxIII, r. 
againſt the enemy, but judged it not pru- 
dent to undertake the exploit, unleſs he 
ſhould obtain the approbation of the pro- 
phet. Samuel having directed him to 
march againſt the enemy with an aſſurance 
of ſucceſs, he accordingly drew up his forces, 
and gave battle to the Philiſtine army, which 
he defeated with a terrible ſlaughter, ob- David gains a 
taining a great booty from the enemy's victory over 
camp, He remained ſome time in ES fon 
in order to protect the place from future a- 
faults, while the inhabitants were employed 
in getting in their harveſt. 11 
Saul being informed of the victory gained 
by David over the Philiſtines, and that he and 
his followers were then within a walled 
town, he flattered himſelf that providence 
had at length put his enemy into his power, 
and therefore he iſſued orders for Keilah to 
be unmediately befieged, and that his troops 
ſhould not quit the place, till David ſhould 
be either killed, or made a priſoner. | 
Being informed by a revelation from Hea- 
ven, that unleſs he made timely proviſion 
for his ſafety, the people of Keilah, with a 
view to their own preſervation, would ſur- 
render him up to the king, David quitt 
the town, and marched his four hundred 
men into the deſart, encamping upon a 
well fortified hill, which was called En- 
geluis. | 4 8 
Learning that David had removed from 
Keilah, Saul countermanded his orders for 
beſieging that place. David now marched 
out of the wilderneſs to Cæna, a place be- | 
longing to Ziphe, where Jonathan, the Jonathan vi- 
king's ſon, repaired to him, informing him Pail in 
that the time was approaching when all the XXIII. 16+ 
difficulties with which he was ſurrounded 
would diſappear; and admoniſhing him 
not to deſpond, fince the whole Hebrew 
nation would be ſubject to his command, 
and to conſider that ſuch diſtinguiſhed bleſ- 
ſings as were reſerved for him, were not to 
be obtained without toil and danger. They 
now again renewed their league of friend= 
(hip, imprecating the moſt dreadful ven- 


16 5 


the province 


* — 


hundred and eighty five, otherwiſe ſo great a diſpa- 
rity cannot be reconcil: d with ſcripture, 

+ Scrip. Engedi ; but 1 Sam. xxiii. 13. from 
whence this is taken, Then Dayid and his men, 
which were about ſix hundred, aroſs and departed out 
from Keilah, and went whitherſoever they could 
go,” not making any mention of, Engedi, or, as 
Joſephus calls it in the Greek, Engelais ; the name 


of that place not occurring till the laſt verſe of the 


ſame chapter. — 5 
Tt geance 
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geance upon him who ſhould violate the 
covenant, - which they confirmed by calling 
God to witneſs it. After this ſolemnity, 
Jonathan departed, leaving David in a {tate 
of mind more eaſy and compoſed than he 
had for ſome time experienced. , 
In the mean time, the inhabitants of 
Ziphe, with a view of ingratiating the fa- 
The Ziphites vour of the king, ſent him intelligence, that 
info, Saul David was in their diſtrict, adding, that if 
pad. go he would march' his army thither, they 
offer 15 ſor- would give him up, to effect which no- 
render him. thing more would be neceſſary than to 

ver. 19. TW; 
ſecure ſome narrow paſſes, in order to 
render his eſcape impoſſible. For this of- 
fer of ſervice, Saul .promiſed the Ziphites 
very conſiderable requitals ; and then diſ- 
patched a number of agents into the deſart, 
for the purpoſe of diſcovering David's re- 
treat, promiſing to follow them with his 
army with all poflible expedition. The 
Ziphites yielded every aſſiſtance in their 
power for enabling the king's meſſengers to 
diſcover David's retreat, and facilitating his 
being made a priſoner ; but their treache- 

rous deſigns were diſappointed. 

Having procured intelligence of the inſi- 
dious intentions of the Ziphites, and that 


the king's army was on their march to- | 


wards him, David and his people removed 
with all poſſible expedition to a great rock 
in the wilderneſs of Maon. Receiving in- 
formation of the road David had taken, 
Saul marches Saul led his army in purſuit of him, and 
in purvuit of was juſt on the point of ſurrounding him 
25 in ſuch a manner that he could not poſſi- 
bly have eſcaped but through the intepoſi- 
tion of Divine Providence, when he re- 
ceived intelligence that the Philiſtines had 
made an inroad upon, and were commit- 
ting great ravages and devaſtations in the 
land of the Iſraelites. This news diverting 
Saul from his purſuit of David, he returned 
to repel the invaders of his realm. After 
this unexpected and providential delivery 
from the ſuperior power of the king, Da- 
vid directed his courſe towards the ſtreights 
of Engelais. 
Having repulſed the Philiſtines, and re- 
ceived information that David had retreated 
into the neighbourhood of Engelais, Saul 
drew up an army of three thouſand choſen. 
men, and led them in purſuit of him. 


While this army was upon the march, Saul || 


Saul and Da- retired alone into a dark and fpacious ca- 
nds 'vern, where David and his four hundred 
XXIV. 3. followers were concealed. One of his people 
diſcerned and knew the perſon of the king, 
upon which he immediately went to David, 
telling him, that his troubles were now at 
an end; for he had now an opportunity 


of wreaking vengeance upon his mortal 


enemy, by. inſtantly. cutting off his head, 
Providence having at length delivered the 


" *FY 


king 


— 


_ * * 


the utmoſt reſpect and 


[Book 
ng. into his power. But to attempt -the 
life of the anainted king, whom God had 
appointed to rule over the Hebrew nation, 
was neither conſiſtent with the magnani. 
mity of David's mind, nor with his ideas 
of the allegiance and duty which he was 
bound to obſer..e towards his ſovereign 
therefore, without offering ham any per- 
{onal injury, while repoſing himſelf, David 
cut a piece from the {kirt of his mantle, af. 
ter which Saul departed, | 
Following the king out of the cave, with 
reverence David 
addreſſed him in words to the following ef. 


| diſpoſed to give credit to the calumny and 
detraction of the enemies of the molt faith- 
ful of his ſubjects. With due ſubmiſſion, 
Sir, I muſt ſay, that it would be a more 
laudable practice, to form a judgment of 
a man's heart, rather by the teſtimony of his 
actions, than by the groundleſs and malici- 
ous rumours of his enemies; for that demon- 
{tration which ariſes out of facts is infalli- 
ble. Be pleaſed, Sir, coolly to reflect, whe- 
ther I have not been harſhly treated on the 
unfounded ſuſpicion of evil deſigns, to 
which my heart is an entire ſtranger, 
But, to my great misfortune, reports 
highly injurious to me, have. gained 


* 


ſuch credit with your majeſty, that my 


life has long been in momentary danger, 
both day and night. Can you, Sir, con- 
ſiſtently with the reverence. that is due to 
the Almighty,. perſevere in practiſing a- 
gainſt the life of a perſon who has had 


| the abſolute power of acting towards you 


according to his own diſcretion, and who is 
conſcious, that he muſt have fallen a fa- 
crifice to your unmerited enmity, had a fi- 
milar opportunity fallen to your lot. In 


confirmation of the truth of what I have 


ſaid, behold, Sir, the piece that I cut from 
the ſkirt of your garment, and be pleaſed 
to take notice, that I might, with as little 
difficulty, have ſevered your head from your 
body. But however the fememberance of 
an injurious perſecution might have juſti- 
hed nie to my own conſcience, my prin- 
ciples are not ſo abandoned as to permit me 
to do any injury to your majeſty's perſon.” 


tions, raiſed the admiration of Saul, who ge 
could no longer ſuppreſs his tears and 


ſaid, ** Repreſs your ſorrow, for lamenta- 
tions only become me. You have been 
the cauſe of great advantages to me; in re- 
turn for which, I have heaped upon you 
cruelties and miſeries. You have proved 


yourſelf not to have degenerated from the 
: right- 


tect: I humbly ſolicit your majeſty'sn,, 
gracious permiſſion to obſerve, that a prince Þeech u 
muſt. be greatly unfortunate, when he is wall, gy 


The humility and generoſity of David, . fag 
after ſuch numerous and bitter provoca - edges Di 


fighs ; and upon obſerving David weep, he ver. 17x 


prophet 
da vel, 


dam. 


Nui. 1+ 


prefung their neceſſities; availing himſelf 


: de death of 
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:ightcouſnes and virtue of out anceſtors, ¶ out of his abundance; A moderate ſupply of 
who, when they had their enemies at their ¶proviſions, fipee his: ſhepherds> could bear 
mercy, rather choſe to reſtore them to free- ¶ toſtimony that his people, [fince reſiding in 
dom, than to make a cruel uſe of their ad the deſart, had contributed to the preſerva- 
vantage over them. By the occurrences of tion of his flocks, and to aſſure him chat hie 
this day, I am perfectly convinced, that friendly compliance ſhould: be abands 
you are appointed and ſet art by Heaven ¶ acknowledged. Being of a ſotdid' avariei- 


to rule this kingdom, and govern the whole || ous, and brutal diſpoſition, Nabal aſked 


— 


Hebrew nation. I therefore have this re- the meſſengers who their muſter was? Be- 


queſt to make, that you will forgive the in- 


you will be merciful to my family.” Here- had: abſconded- from the | ſervice! of their 
upon David bound himſelf under the ſo- maſters to arrogate to themſelves the cha- 
lemnity of an oath to comply with the racter of brave men. This contemptuous 
king's defire ; after Which they ' parted, || affront, from a perſon to whom he had 
David proceeding towards the ſtreights of || rendered effential ſervices, was ſoproyoking 
Mizpeth. tte David, that, his numbers being now 

About this time died the prophet Sa- inereaſed to- fix hundred men, he left two 
muel; and on this occafion the Hebrews || hundred of them in care of his baggage, 
manifeſted the high reſpect and veneration || and putting himſelf at the head of the.other 
in which they held the character of the de- four hundred, expreſſed a vow, that he 
ceaſed, - by ſolemnizing his funeral with would the fame night deſtroy Nabal and 


extraordinary pomp and magnificence. The | his whole family. 1 i b | 
life of the prophet Samuel exhibited nu-|| Matters being now in this ſituation; one 
merous and inconteſtible evidences of his || of Nabal's ſhepherds reported the above Cir- 


being a man of ſtrict probity and juſtice, || cumſtance to his . miſtreſs, who was a 
and highly diſtinguiſhed by the favour of || woman of prudence, and of an agreeable 
the Almighty, for his righteouſneſs and || diſpoſition, informing her, that being in 
other eminent virtues. The remains of diſtreſs through a want of proviſions, Da- 


this celebrated prophet were buried at vid had ſent to her huſband requeſting re- 


Ramah, in the country where he received || lief, when his meſſengers were not only re- 
his birth; and the Hebrews mourned for || fuſed, but charged with opprobrious revil+ 
him a long time, every individual expreſ- || ings againſt David, who there was.'reaſon 
ſing his particular ſorrow for the loſs of | ſo to apprehend, would ſeek vengeance upon 


great and good a man. After the death of Nabal and herſelf. Nabal being at this 


Eli, he governed the Hebrews twelve years || time in a ſtate of intoxication, his wife, 
alone; and he lived afterwards eighteen || whoſe name was Abigail, ordered - ſome 
years, under the monarchial government aſſes to be laden with preſents for David. 
of Saul. US; el - Setting out in ſeareh of David,, ſhe met 
At this time lived near the ſpot where him deſcending the ſtraits of the mountain, 
David and his people had ſtationed them- followed by four hundred men, being on 


— 


whoſe name was Nabal. He had large front he had received from Nabal. Leap- 
poſſeſſions in land and herds, having in his ing from the aſs on which ſhe rode, Abi- 
grounds three thouſand ſheep and a thou- gail proſtrated herſelf on the ground hum- 
land goats. David not only ordered his||bly beſeeching David to excuſe the words 
people to aſſiſt this man in attending his || of her huſband, as ene whoſe name was 


flocks; but prohibited them, under the moſt || fuited to his nature; Nabal in Hebrew fig- 


ſevere injunctions, from applying any part of nifying a fool and a madman. She 
his property to their own! uſe, however || for herſelf, that the had not ſeen the meſ- 


of frequent opportunities of reminding them || vifing avid to give God thanks for ſending 
of the ſacred obligation they were under of || her as the inſtrument to keep his hands from 
not coveting the goods of their neighbours. blood: and, « Sir, ſays ſhe, may you ſtill pre- 
Thus David reſtrained his people from all || ſerve yourſelf clear of that pollution, that God 
acts of violence; and he imagined, that his || may turn the vengeanee that threatens Nabal 
ſervices to one whom he econſidered as an upon the heads of your enemies. Be pleaſed, 
honeſt and worthy man, would be properly || I beſeech you, to accept of the good- will of 
acknowledged. David one day ſent ten of your poor ſervant, with theſe ſmall preſents ; 
his people to Nabal, commiſhoned to ex- and upon my humble requeſt, to pardon 
preſs good withes towards him, and requeſt _—_ 
BOOT TT mn iT juſtly ineurred your diſplcature ; for there 
which? a Sons Prey fr aper Fs okine ſo well becoming the — 


— 


ſengers that were ſent to her huſband; ad- 


| the offence- of my huſband, who has. ſo 


; ing informed that they: came from David: 
juries you have received from me, and that the ſon of Jeſſe, he abruptly and inſplentiy 
when you ſhall be exalted to the throne, || aid, that it was the practice of thofe who / 


0 - 


ſelves, a Ziphite of the 1 Emma, * his march to execute vengeance for the af- 


(63 
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168 


David par- 
dons Nabal 
for Abigail's 
ſake. V. 35. 


but foretels a 


judgment to 
attend him. 


Nabal dies, 


as David had 


foretold, 
ver, 38. 
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of the perſon that Providence deſigns fot a 
crown, as clemency and compaſſion. 

David received the preſents, telling her, 
that ſhe had reaſon to bleſs God for ſending 
her to him this day; for otherwiſe ſhe would 
not have-lived to ſee another ; for he had 


ſworn to lay their houſe in ruins, and not to i found the king in his tent, with his general 


leave one ſoul alive in the family of that 
ungrateful man, who had caſt ſo many in- 
dignities upon him; but though he was con- 


tent for her ſake, to forgive Nabal's fault, [laying by him, Abiſhai was preparing to 
he ſaid there was a judgment ſtill awaiting put him to death; when David ſtopped his 
him; and his ill- manners would be his ruin ſuplifted arm, faying < Saul is God's king, 


e other way. 

Abigail immediately returned home, 
where ſhe found her huſband carouſin 
among his companions, and ſo ſottiſhly 
drunk with wine, that it would have been 
fruitleſs to argue with him that night; but 
the next morning, when he was become 
ſober, ſhe told him the above particulars; 
which ſtruck him with ſuch an aſtoniſh- 
ment, that he was ſeized with a dead palſey, 
and died in ten days. David, upon the 
news of his death, was heard to ſay, that 
the judgment was righteous, and that God 

avenged his cauſe, while he that re- 


ceived the injury eſcaped the guilt of blood. 


David mar- 
ries Abigail, 
Nabal's wi- 
dow, v. 42. 


The world may gather from this example, 
that there is no avoiding the ſtroke of divine 


juſtice : and that divine Providence governs 


the world, and not chance ; but that both 
good and wicked men are either rewarded 
or puniſhed according to their deſerts. 
After the deceaſe of the huſband, David 


ſent an invitation to the widow, deſirin 


her as his lawful wife. Her anſwer was, 
that ſhe was not worthy ſo much as to 


waſh the feet of David; but ſhe went to 


him, however, with all her equipage, and 
became his wife; an honour that the was 
indebted to for the graces both of her mind 
and perſon ; for it was her prudence, mo- 


deſty, and beauty, that recommended her 
to this preferment. David had alſo a former 
wife, (Ahinoam) a native of Abeſar; but 


as for his late wiie Melcha, the daughter of 
Saul, her father gave her away to Phalti, 


the ſon of Liſus * of Gethla. 


Soon after this, when the men of 


Ziphe brought a freſh account to Saul, that | 


David was come into their diſtrict again, 
and that with a little help he might be.ca- 
fily taken. Upon this intelligence, Saul 
immediately marched thither with three 
thouſand men ; and the night coming on, 
he pitched his tents at a place called Sicel- 
la . n David underſtood that Saul 
was moving that way, he ſeat out his 
ſcouts for a particular information where-the 


—— 


—— — 


Laih and Gallim. + Script. Ha- 


* Script. 
chilah. 


| 


| 


gi|the ill management of his power, to him 


(Baur 
enemy lay; and word being brought, that 
they had poſted themſelves near a place 
called Sicella, David roſe in the night, 
and with only Abiſhai, the ſon of his ſiſter 
Zeruiah, and Ahimelech, the Hittite, went 
into the camp of the enemy; where they 


Abner, and his guards, about him, all {6 
aſleep. | | | 
Seeing the king in his bed, and his lance 


and his perſon ſacred, be the man howe- 


ver wicked; and he is only accountable for 


who gave him that power; but that the 
king may be convinced of his life havin 
once more been at my diſpoſal, I will take 
away his lance, and his pitcher of water David c 
from his bed- ſide. David and his com- S 
panions then quitted their camp, without be 
being diſcovered, and crofling the river, . . 


they aſcended a high mountain, and David g. 


upon Abner and his foldiers, in order to wake . -:! 
* *1h 


them. Alarmed at being called upon by, = 
name, Abner aſked, from whence. the 
voice proceeded, when David anſwer-- 
ed, that it came from the fon of jeſſe, 
one of the fugitives; and he then proceeded 
thus: Can you Abner, be conſidered as 


er 
"ys 


a proper man to be the favourite of a great 
king, and tae general of his army, having 


the guard of his royal perſon, ſince you in- 


gdulge yourfelf in ſhameful ſloth and caſe, 
her to repair to him; for he would take 


while your maſter's life was in the moſt 
imminent danger. Can you inform me 
what is become of the king's lance, and the 
pitcher of water, that the enemy have this 
night taken out of his tent, and from his 
very bed- ſide, unknown to his guards, who 
were 1o inattentive to the vigilance becom- 
ing their ſtation, that they were ſleeping 


during the tranſaction. Whether this was 


the effect of treachery or careleſsneſs, certain 
it is, that you deſerve to loſe your head. 
When Saul found this to be David's voice, 
and himſelf a ſecond time betrayed, by the 
frailty of his own drowſineſs and the neglect 


of the guards, into, the hands of the very 
perſon, whoſe life he hinaſelf was now a- 
bout to take away; miſtaking his beſt 
friend for his moſt mortal enemy, he was 
ſo ſenſible of David's goodneſs and reipect, 
under the greateſt provocations, that he 
gave him public thanks for his life ; bidding 
him ſet. his heart at reſt for the future, and 
fear nothing, but return in peace to his 
own habitation ; for he found by experience 
he ſaid, that his life was not dearer to him- 
ſelf than it was to David, whom he looked 
upon as his preſerver, and a perion of 10 
approved and unchangeable affection to him 
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that notwithſtanding; all banilbinehts cha- 
zards and ill uſages, loſs of friends And 
many violent attempts upon his life, he 
returned him noth but benefits for in- 
juries, and good fbr evil.” David, at laft, de- 
fired him to ſend ſome body to fetch! back 
the lance, and the pitcher ; 3; appealing/up- 


*i ts tie of heaven and earth, to bear him witneſs; 
ken 


be e, bis that when he took away Saul's lance and 

hee ad pitcher, he could with: as — caſe have | 

co taken his. me." 

WA After this ſecond Ivathings; Saul f 
turned ſafe to his palace. But David hav- 


* he on the whole matter to the righteous 850 
| him an hohourable return for all his bonn 
ties} The king, on the other hand, >pafe 
ang his rdyal 
If ſucceeded im the: battle, he wauld: do: Him 
all'the honour im his power; and iii pars 
ticular n Ringo the een af Hits 


ing no mind to venture himſelf any janger 
in a plate where he was ſtill in dan 

of being . taken; remove With His 
hundred men into the hot” of the Phi 
\Sim, Xxvii. liſtines. 

, Being now come to Anchitis, ICED of | 


Inches, the Gath, 
bog of Gathy Jonging to the Pbiliſtiner) he entertained 


entertains 
Navid and 
this two 


one den g. but after two diſappointments already,” Be 
left his adverſary to take his fort ine, and de- 
ſiſted from the purſuſft. 


: Y 
- 4 2 - 


bay] gives 


per the 28 of Gath, i 
= his former bounties, that he would be 
pleaſed to aſſign him ſome, portion of || 
ground in his dominions, for it gaye him 
ſome uneafineſs, he ſaid, to continue ſtill 
in a place where he muſt appear burthen- 
ſome to the people. Upon this, the king 
, lachus Cave him Sicella * to himſelf and his heirs 
2 David for ever; and David retained ſo great a 
becityof kindneſs for the 75 even after he came 
liars to be King, as to reſerve it as a private 
nb. poſſeſſion for hitnfelf and Is poſterity ever 
afterwards. 

David's ſtay in Sicella was four months 
bam guru and twenty days, whence he made ſeyeral 
ut Anale- inroads upon the neighbouring Sarites and 
* = Amalekites, carrying away vaſt booties of 
ey, 1.8, g. mules and camels, but taking no priſoners. 
He made the king preſents, however out of 
the ſpoil, who would occaſionally aſk him 
where he met with all that pillage. His 
anſwer was, that. makins incurſions into 
the ſoutherly parts of Judea, he there found 
it. There was no great difficulty to make 
Anchus believe a ſtory that he was ſo de- 
ſiraus to have true; r it was reaſonabl 
to be preſumed; that after all the havock 
and outrage committed by David upon his 
eountrymen, he would not preſume to re- 
turn home again; and by that means have 
nothing left to truſt to, but the ſervice of 
de pine King Anchus. The Philiſtines were now 
te prepare Preparing for war againſt the Hebrews, A 
at war vic general rendezyous being e in 


David makes 


de Hebrew 


dam. pas - 


— — — o—cny 


* 7 Hor: Zig ab. 


e 


ö 


. OTE Ig 


(one of the five principal cities be- | 
David and his two wives, Ahinoam and A- | 
bigail. Saul had notice of David's motions, || 


David finding himſelf uneaſy 5 In the tas þ | 
deſited the king, in adtlition to 


| 
I! 
bet 


i. AM. we 


* 


Rengirh/-veharo Anchur war to duawecheung nd men 
into/a body, and rluencg do dead dum out, and B 
againſt the enemy. * The king: poke tar tar with his 
Bavid allo to join him, with: Pn: dike hn ny 
hundted men, and he nat only ps TY lem; u vi. 2. 


n With great readineſs but told Rbehas 
* that the time was now ft hand; 
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put it in his power; to malte 


word ter David,; that if he 


4 


£48 1 +4 
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dn bol 1. 797 | 25! 3: Of «2911 1111 
San! confi 18 ghoft' of: . 
mel. The ſpirit foretells the dient. d 


bir army, and theè death g, himſelf od 
bis ſons. The predictions of the;phofſt are 
ved. * Sicella plumulerrd and burnt by 
65 Amalebites. David punſiibs, und com- 


"its 4. une fnughter upon Hbe am. 


Ji hed, by this time banithed from - 
) ibis! deminions all ſoothſayers, divin- 

ers 5: and other vain. pretenders id a Know- 
| ledge of future events, but the prophets 
he ſtill retained. Upon receiving intel- 
ligence, that the Philiſtines had marched 
ag far as Sunem, and formed their encamp- 
ment: upon a plain near that place, deter- 
mining: to offer hattle to the enemy, h 
drew; up his army upon, the: mountain of 
Gilboah, directly. oppoſite the enemy 8 ſta- 
tion. Saul perceiving that the enemy had 
a great ſuperiority over him, both with 
reſpect to numbers and diſcipline, he be- 
came exceedingly, diſpirited, dreading the 
event of an encounter. At length, the 
king determined to conſult. the prophets, 
as to what would: be the event of hazarding 
a battle with an enemy of ſuch ſuperior 
ſtrength. The queſtion being put, but no 
4 returned, the ſilence of thę oracle 
greatly augmented the alarm and diſcom- 
poſure of the king's: mind; for he conſi- 
dered this circumſtance. as a preſage of an 
evil fate attending him. Notwithſtand- 
ing he was conſcious that God had with 
drawn his favour from him, in order to 
learn what fortune awaited him he  employ- 
ed people to find out fome woman ſkilled 
inthe art of divining the events of futurity ;- 
for there are people who undertake to 
call up the ghoſts of the dead, and by that 
means procure anſwers to ſuch queſtionsof 
the parties applying to thein propoſe; Being 
iv formed by one of his family, that ſuch a Saul in aic- 
woman as he was deſirous of conſulti e * 
lived at Endor, Saul immediately diſguiſed witch of Er 


witch of En- 


= — 


Bam 


himſelf, and attended by two confidents, dor. 1 Sam. 
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d. whom only he communicated his de- 
ſign, ſet out to eonſult this famous wo- 
man. Having found this female diviner, 
Slaul requeſted ſhe would ſhew him an in- 
Aiſtance of the ſkill whereby ſhe had ac- 
quired ſo much celebrity, in calling up 


the ghoſt of a perſon he ſhould name; but 
ſhe excuſed herſelf from complying from 
a reſpect to the king's edict, whereby that 
mode of divination was prohibited on pain 
of baniſhment : but this refuſal only ſer- 
ved to render the king more urgent in 
bis ſolicitations, and he called down the 
bittereſt imprecations on himſelf, if he 
ſhould divulge, to any perſon whatever, 
the ſlighteſt intimation of what ſhould paſs 
between them: By. the force of oaths and 
importunities, he at length prevailed up- 
on her to conſent, ſhe confiding in his ſo- 
lemn aſſurances that ſhe was ſecure from 
being informed againſt for tranſgreſſing 
the king's order. RNA 
Saul defires Saul now requeſted, that ſhe would call 
ſhe will ca, up the ghoſt of Samuel, and upon her in- 
0 er cantation, the ſpectre appeared. The 
which ap- fight of ſo divine a figure, threw the wo- 
PP; 6te man into great aſtoniſhment; and turning 
towards her companion, ſhe aſked, if he 
was not Saul, the king; the ghoſt having 
intimated ſo much to her. Saul replied 
in the affirmative, and obſerving that ſhe 
trembled with terror and confuſion, he re- 


queited to be informed of the cauſe of her 


diſorder. 
perceived the figure of a venerable; man, 
fſurrounded with a glory, ariſing from the 
earth. Saul demanded of what years and 
in what kind of cloathing the ghoſt -ap- 
peared. She anſwered, that it had the re- 
ſemblance of an aged and venerable man, 
and was cloathed in pontifical veſtments. 
From this deſcription concluding the ap- 
parition to be that of Samuel, Saul pro- 
ſtrated himſelf with his face towards the 
ground before the ſpectre, which now 
demanded, on what occaſion Saul had cal- 
led him from his place of reſt. The 
king replied, that he was under a neceſ- 
ſity of diſturbing his repoſe; for, be- 
ing threatened by a powerful army, he 
wanted advice for the regulation of his 
conduct; God had forfaken him, and he 
nd longer received aſſiſtance from prophets, 
dreams, or viſions. Therefore, as his laſt 
refuge in the extremity of his diſtreſs, he 
had recourſe to the ghoſt of the man, who, 
during his life, had ever proved himſelf diſ- 
poſed to promote his welfare. Having 
reproved Saul for indulging an unſeaſon- 
able curioſity as to what would befall him, 


after being abandoned by God, the ſpectre || 


ſaid, ] am now to inform you, that the 
Almighty has determined to give the go- 


vernment of the Hebrew nation ta David, | 


| 


Upon this, ſhe faid, that ſhe 
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— 


| 


ſonably hope for any return. 


| for enabling him to return to his army; 
| but in the excels of his deſperation, he re- 
| to accept her offer ; and therefore, though 
to have no other means of ſubſiſtence than 
her daily labour, ſhe killed and dreſſed her 
only kid, and placing the food before the 


they returned the ſame night to the Hebrew 


(Book y 
who will bring the preſent war to a hap- 
py concluſion, while yourſelf and your ſons 
will fall in battle, as a puniſhment for 
having acted towards the Amalekites in di- Ibe hint 
rect contempt of thoſe commands. which „ ts 
| the Almighty was pleaſed to make me the nd his m 
agent of communicating to you. To. © '% 
morrow, your army. will be defeated, and 
yourſelf and ſons will then be numbered 
with the dead.” EN PEP 

After the ſpirit had pronounced the a- 
bove words, Saul fell ſpeechleſs and in- 
ſenſible upon the earth, either in conſe- 
quence of the terrible ſentence pronounc- 
ed againſt him, or on account of his ſpi- 
rits and ſtrength being exhauſted ; for he 
had received neither food, nor other re- 
freſhment, for the ſpace of four-and- 
twenty hours. Upon obſerving ſigns of 
the king's recovery, the woman urged him 
| to take ſuch refreſhment as was neceſſary 


1A 


peatedly rejected her advice. Her im- 
portunities, however, prevailed upon him 


ſhe was in ſuch indigent circumſtances as 


king and his attendants, after the repaſt, 


camp. E | 
The king had prohibited the practice of 
the art which - was the only means the 
woman of Endor had for the ſubſiſtence 
of herſelf and her family ; but yet, when 
Saul came to her, under the character of 
a perſon opprefled with miſery, at his car- 
neſt ſolicitation, ſhe conſented to exerciſe 
the art of divination, though he had pro- 
hibited it, under very ſevere penalties ; 
and even when ſhe was informed by the 
ghoſt of Samuel, that her gueſt would dic 
the following day, ſhe entertained him and 
his attendants in the beſt manner ſhe was 
able, giving them the only proviſion ſhe 
was poſſeſſed of, though ſhe could not rea- 


Though Saul knew from the informa- 
tion of the ghoſt of Samuel, that he ſhould | 
die the next day, yet he perſiſted in the 
reſolution neither to avoid ſtanding the iſſue 
of a battle, nor for, the ſecurity of his per- 
ſonal ſafety, to expoſe his royal character 
to ſcorn. It was his glory to die fight- 
ing in defence of his government ; and he 
was moſt undoubtedly a prince poſſeſſing 
many qualities adapting him to add digni- 

to the royal itation. 

The Philiſtines drew their troops from 
all quarters, diſtributing them into tribes, 
kingdoms, and governments; after the 


other diviſions of the Philiſtine army — 
| b 


A. XV.] 


eing diſmiſ- 


d from the 


Vavid and 


5 followers 


urn to Si- 


ella, I Sem. 
Mx. ver. Io. R | 


bat by Amalekites had beſieged Sicella, and laid 


KR Amale- 
"es, 1 dam. 


J. 


ſorrow j and to add to his misfortue, his 
followers, reproaching him as the cauſe of 


opinion, that it would be highly impolitic 


attended with the worſt conſequences ; and 


and addreſſed him in words to the follow. 


expedition: but it is now my requeſt, that 


and there exert your utmoſt vigilance to pre- 


ehre army, as effectual ſervice, as you could poſſibly 


ed Anchus, king of Gath, with his force, 
which was followed by David at the head 
of his ſix hundred adherents. The Phili- 
| {tine commanders obſerving that there was 
a number of , Hebrews in the army, they 
made enquiry, from whence thoſe people 
came, and by whoſe authority they were 
made a part of the troops. Anchus re- 
plied, that the young man (pointing to 
David) having been-in the ſervice of Saul, 
had incurred his. diſpleaſure, and, to fave 
his life, had been under the neceſſity of 
having recourſe to flight; that upon his 
requiſition, he had granted the | {ſtranger 
ſanctuary and protection, in gratitude for 
which he was now at the head of his fix 
hundred followers, for the purpole at once 
of aſſiſting the cauſe of the Philiſtines, and 
wreaking vengeance upon Saul. The Phi- 


liſtine commanders were unanumous in 


to repoſe truſt in a body of people that 
had abandoned the army of a profeſſed 
enemy, ſince treachery in them might be 


therefore they adviſed, that the Hebrews 
might be diſmiſſed, faying their leader was 
the man fo highly celebrated in the ſongs 
of the virgins for having put many thou- 
ſands of the Philiſtines to death. = 
Perceiving the force of the objection a- 
gainſt David, Anchus called him aſide, 


ing effect: From the experience I had 
received of your fidelity and courage, | 
entertained you as my aſſociate in * this 


you will return with your people to the 
place I have aſſigned for your reſidence, 


ſerve peace among my ſubjects, and to 
prevent my enemies taking advantage of 
my abſence, Thus you will render me 


yield, by ſupporting my efforts in the ap- 
proaching engagement.” Hereupon they 
parted, and David marched his people back 
But in the mean time, the 


the whole city in aſhes, making a booty 
of all the property it contained, and Car- 
rying away priſoners the two wives of Da- 
vid, and the wives and children of all his 
people. This calamity tranſported David 
to ſuch an exceſs of paſſion, that he rent his 
garments, and wept in all the bitterneſs of 


all their calamities, indicated a diſpoſition 


— — 


— 
* 


* This diſmiſſion was doubtleſs the cauſe of 
much fatisfa&tion to David, who to obtain an a- 
lum had pretended an inveterate enmity to the 
whole Hebrew nation, on account of the ill treat- 
ment he had received from Saul; and being made 


— 
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of ſtoning him to death, fo exaſpera: ed 
were they by the loſs of eir wives, chil- 
dren, and effects. . 
The violence of his ſorrow, having, at 
length, ſomewhat abated, David had re- 
courſe. to Heaven for comfort. He re- 
queſted Abiathar, the high- prieſt, to cloath 
himſelf in his pontifical veſtt ents, and con- 
ſult the Almighty, as to what means he. 
ſhould purſue for relieving himſelf from his 
preſent calamitous ſituation. . The queſti- 
on was, whether, in caſe of overtaking 
the Amalekites, the Hebrews might be 
permitted to receive their wives and chil- 
dren again, and avenge themſelves upon 
the enemy. The br reported to 
David the anſwer of the oracle; the pur- 
port of which was, that he ſhoul dpurſue 
the enemy and prove ſucceſsful. . 
Encouraged by the divine revelation, Da- 
vid led his people in purſuit of the Amale- 
kites as far as the Brook Beſor, where he 
met with a native of Egypt, who having 
loſt his way; was on the point of periſhing 
through want of food, having received no 
kind of ſuſtenance for the ſpace of three 
days. After affording the diſtreſſed man 
ſuch refreſhment as his neceſſities immedi- 
ately required, David's people aſked him, to 
what country he belonged, and other queſ- 
tions; in conſequence of which they were 
informed, that he was a native of Egypt, 
and being a domeſtic to a perfon concerned 
in the ſiege and plunder of Sicella, had been 
left on the road, on account of exceſſive 
tatigue having rendered him incapable of 
| keeping pace with the troops. Taking this 
Egyptain as a guide, David continued the 
purſuit, and at length came up with the 
enemy, who were in a ſtate utterly incapa- 
ble of defence, ſome being aflc:p, and the 


+ 


[reſt overpowered with the intoxicating ef- 


fects of liquor, At the head of his ſmall 
party, David furiouſly aflaulted the enemy, 
and committed fo dreadful a ſlaughter upon 
them, that, of the whole number, only 
four hundred eſcaped ;. and theſe were in- 
debted for their ſafety to the fleetneſs of the 
camels on which they rode. In ſhort, after 


night, the Hebrews recovered their wives and 
children, and alſo the whole of the booty 
that the Amalekites had gained at the ſiege 10, 17. 
3 5 

In the above expedition, David had only 
four hundred men under his command ; for 
the other two hundred of his party were 
employed in the ſervice of defending the 
baggage. A contention now aroſe on the 


— 


r 
3 


one of the life guards to Anchus, he was reduced 
to the neceſſity either of revealing himſe f to the 
Philiſtines, or of fighting aga:nſt his own count 


men. 


ö 


fol- 


17t, 


David ſubs 
Tl dues, and 

the purſuit had continued from noon till makes great 
havock in the 
army of the 
Amalekiteg. 


172 


vid ſent to his friends in the tribe of Judah 


ing, a deſperate concounter enſued. Saul and 
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following ſubject: the four hundred who 
had engaged the enemy, inſiſted, that they 
were intitled to the whole of the ſpoil, to 
the excluſion of the two hundred that were 
appointed to guard the baggage, who, they 
faid could rea.onably claim no more than 
the reſtitution” of their wives and children. 
The deciſion of this controverſy being re- 
ferred to David, he ſaid, that the 
victory was to be attributed wholly to 
God; and being a bleffing upon the 
common cauſe - of the Hebrews, thoſe 


who had diſcharged their duty in de- 


fending the baggage, had as juſtifiable a 
claim to a ſhare of the booty, as thoſe who 
had been more actively concerned in the 
defeat of the enemy.” This determination, 
by unanimous conſent, received the author- 
ity of a law: and to this time, that part of an 
army appointed to guard the baggage is ad- 
mitted equally to participate with thoſe en- 
gaged in battle in Whatever booty is obtain- 
ed from an enemy. After this victory, Da- 


preſents from the ſpoil gained from the Am- 


alekites. = 
The Hebrew and Philiſtine armies meet- 


his ſons, Jonathan, Aminadab“ and Mel- 
chi, diſplayed uncommon proofs of heroiſm 


| * 
* 


among his oH countrymieh; - This battle; 
in which not a man of the royal guards fur. 
yived the king, was fought in the neigbour- 
hood of the mountain of Gilboa = 
U pon receiving intelligence of the death 
of the king and his ſons, and the total over 
throw of his army, the Hebrews of tho valley 
beyond Jordan, and of the cities in the plains, 
retired from the open towns -into fortified 
places and ſtrong holds; and the Philiſtines 
took poſſeffion of the places which the 
others had abandoned. oO 
The day ſubſequent to that on which this 
memorable battle was fought, the Philiſ. 
tines came into the field, and finding among 
the ſlain the bodies of Saul and his ſons, af. 
ter ſtriping them of their royal apparel and 
ornaments, they cut off their heads. 
The victors depoſited, as trophies of their 
ſucceſs, the arms of the king and his ſons 
in the temple of Aſtarte, and expoſed their 
bodies upon gibbets, as public ſpectacles, 
under the walls of Bethſhan, a city at this 
time known by the name of Scythopolis. 
The people of Jabeſh-Gilead being in- 
formed of the barbarous outrages committed 
upon the bodies of king Saul and his ſons, 
they were ſo exaſperated at funeral rites 
being denied them, that a party of thoſe 
brave and enterprizing people travelled all 


and intrepidity : but being oppreſſed with 
numbers, they fell in the heat of the battle, 
in conſequence of which the whole army was 
thrown into confuſion, and routed, the 
Philiſtines attacking them on the rear, and 
putting vaſt numbers of the fugitives to the 
{word. _ 

When in the laſt extremity, the king cal- 
led to his armour-bearer, commanding him 
to put him to death, leſt he ſhould fall alive 
into the hands of the enemy : but the man 
excuſing himſelf, from a principle of reſpect 
and veneration to his ſovereign, Saul plac- 
ing the hilt of his ſword againſt the ground, 


| forced the point of that weapon into his body 
but being, through the loſs of ſtrength, un- 


The death of able fully to accompliſh his deſign, and per- 
Saul. 2 Sam: ceiving a young Amalekite near, he requeſt- 


121 O. 


ed him to put an end to his life. The Ama- 
lekite complied, and having diſpatched the 
king, ſeized his crown and golden bracelets, 
and immediately retired with thoſe articles 


—— — 


thſhan, when, at the imminent hazard of 
their lives, they took the bodies of the de- 
ceaſed, and conveyed them to Jabeſh, where 
they were publicly interred, with the honovrs 
due to their diſtinguiſhed characters, and a 
general faſting 4 and mourning was obſerved 
for ſeyeral days on this occafion. 
Thus as a puniſhment for neglecting to 
proſecute the war againſt the Amalekites, 
according to the ſtrict command of the Al- 
miglity, for his barbarous maſlacre of Ahi- 
melech, the ,high-prieſt, and his whole 
family, and for his deſtructionaof the ſa- 
cerdotal city, a place aſſigned as a nurſery 
to the prieſthood, was Saul, the firſt king 
of the Hebrew nation, deprived in one day 
of his government and life. In the days 
of Samuel he ruled the Hebrews & eighteen 
years, and continued in the government 
twenty-two years after the deceaſe of that 
celebrated prophet. 


= till they came under the walls of Be- 


* Script Abinadab and Melchiſhua, 

+ Script. Aſhtaroth. | | 
1 And they took their bones, and buried them 
under a tree at Jabeſh, and faſted ſeven days.” 1 
Sam. xxxi. 13. It is to be underſtood, that they 


m—_— 


faſted till evening on ſeven ſuceeſſive days, and not 
that they abſtain:zd from taking refreſhment for {o 
long a period, i | 

This is diſputed by Gataker, in his Differt, 
de Stylo N. I. c. Xvi: | 
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David laments the death of 


Saul and Jonatban. David declared king of the tribe of 


Fudah, Abner leads an army againſt David, whoſe general, Foab, defeats him. M. 


ner hills Hazael, one of the brothers of Joab. Abner revolts 
by Joab. David laments the death of Abner. | | 


155 


N queſt of Saul, had put an 
| end to his life, appeared 
SS before David, his cloaths 
belrg rent, and having aſhes on his 
head, and proſtrated himſelf at his feet. 
David aſking the meaning of this proceed- 
ing, the ſtranger replied, that he was an 
Amalekite; that being 
perceived the king ruſh upon the point 
of his ſword, but, on account of the faint- 
neſs ariſing from the loſs of blood, being 
unable to put an end to his exiſtence, he 
had, at the earneſt requeſt of Saul, per- 
formed that office, by ſtriking the weapon 
into his heart. In confirmation of what 
he had ſaid, he produced, and preſented to 


in the battle, he 5 
by David in honour of the memory of Saul 


] 


to David, and is murdered - 


D — 


HE man, who at the re- || related, indebted for his life. Upon the 


confeſſion of the regicide, his narrative 
being confirmed by the production of the 
crown and bracelet, David, notwithſtand- 
ing the provocation he had received from 
the deceaſed, ordered the Amalekite to be 
taken into cuſtody, in order to be dealt 
with according to law. There are ſtill ex- 
tant divers elegies and epitaphs compoſed 


* 


and Jonathan. 

After the time of mourning for the death 
of Saul and his ſons, David, by means - 
of the prophet conſulted, the Almighty, as Bag Der“ 
to which of the cities of Judah, he ſhould eſtabliſhes 
ſelect for his reſidence ; and the anſwer 8 
was, that Hebron ſhould be the place of * 


Sam. ii. 1, 2. 


By the ap · 


David, the crown and bracelet which he || his habitation. In conſequence of this, He is pro- 

had taken from the deceaſed king. Upon || he immediately departed from Sicella, ac- — king 
receiving this Fee, David rent his 8 by his 52 N FR 
garments, and paſſed the remaining part by his uſual guards. In a ſhort time after 
of the day in bean the death of Saul, |} the arrival of David in Hebron, his whole 
and his faithful and beloved friend Jona- tribe repaired to that city, and proclaim- 

than, to whom he had been, as we have || ed him king with the uſual formalities. 

—— —— HhBeing informed, that the people of Ja- 
* This was a Fgnal of deep mourning, | wo had reſcued the bodies of Saul od 


_- 


been expoſed, ' 
interment, Da 
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his ſors from the gibbets whereon they had | afputting 
and given them honourable || ceiving that bis 2 | 
vid diſpatched meſſengers to Abner, while fiyi 'S diſtharged his 
d ſtru 


expreſs. his acknowledgments for their 


and procured him to be declared king of 
the tribe of Judah, ap- 


7 


Imboſheth 


had been ſolemnly proclaimed king of the 
tribe of Judang. 

The death of the king and his ſons, no 
ſooner came to the kndwledge' of Abner, 
than he haſtened in Tearch” of Tſhboſherh, 
the only ſurviving male deſcendant of Saul ; 


and having found him in the camp, to ſe- 
cure him from danger, he conducted him 


to the oppoſite ſide of the river Jordan, 


all Iſrael, =» 
pointing Meanahaim, a word ſignifying the 
camp, as the place of his reſidence. 

Abner was fo incenſed againſt the tribe 


declared king of Judah for having appointed David their 


of all Iſrael, 
except Judah 
10. 


* 


A combat be- 
tween tuelve 
men choten 
trom each 
army, and 
they are all 
ſlain. 15. 


David de- 
feats Abner, 


7» 


king, that he was determined to make 
war againſt them, and for that purpoſe Te- 


lected a body of men remarkable for in- 
ready been productive of ſuch fatal con- 


trepidity and ſtrength. David being in- 
formed of Abner's deſign, he made pre- 
parations to oppoſe the efiemy, giving the 


command of his troops to Joab, the fon of 


his ſiſter Zeruiah by Suai, who was ac- 
companied. in the expedition by his two bro- 
thers Abiſhai and Hazael. The armies 


being drawn up in order of battle, near 


the fountain of Gibeon, Abner propoſed, - 


that previous to a general engagement, a trial 


ſhould be made as to which army contain- 
ed the beſt warriors, by an encounter be- 
ing maintained' between a certain number 
of men ſelected from each fide. This of- 
fer was accepted, and it was agreed, that 
a combat ſhould be ſuſtained by twelve 
men choſen from either army. 
champions came forth, and began the 
battle with darts, after which they had re- 
courſe to their ſwords; and each man ſeiz- 
ing his adverſary by the hair, they cut and 
{tabbed each other till they all remained 
dead upon the field. e 6 
After the above encounter, the armies 


engaged, and for fome time maintained a 


furious conteſt :- but at len th, Abner's 
party was routed, and put to flight; Joab 


and his brothers purſuing them, and en- 
couraging their men to executèe vengance up- 


on the enemy. 
foot, Hazael out ran 
having ſingled out Abner 
him, till the fugitive, finding himſelf (6 
hardly preſſed, turned, and of 


pang 
is companions, and 


o 
” - 
. - 


a a ſuit. of armour, on condition of permitting 
his eſcape : but that propoſal being rejected, 
he requeſted that he might not be coinpel- 
led, for the ſake of preſerving his own life,.to 
do an ad that he was averſe to; namely that 


ſurprifingly ſwift of 


A LE. 


4 


— 


The 


red Hazael || 


brave and generous behaviour with reſpect upon the ſpot. 
to the remains of thoſe diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſonages. The meſſengers at the ſame time 


informed the people of Jabeſh, that David 


| Abner addreſſed himſelf d the enetpy 


— — 


| Te. 
rſuaſionis were of ao 
N 


per- 
vail, 
a 

behind him, an 8. 
The death of Hazael ſo 
exaſperated Joab and Abiſhai, that with un- 
remutting vigour, they continued. the 
fuit nearly till ſun-let. Bring, Ar. 
far as Mathon, or the aqueduct, Abner. 
and the tribe of Benjamin, poſted them- 


ſelves upon an eminence, and from thence 


words pur porting, that the imd dl. 
tween people deſcended from the ſame an- 
ceſtors, and profeſſing the fame religion, 
had already been attended with effects that 
all parties had occaſion ſeverely to deplore ; 
that he conceived himſelf juſtifiable in hav- 
ing Killed Hazael, ſince, notwithſtanding 
he had intreated him to decline the pur- 
ſuit, he had provoked his own fate, by an 


| obſtinate perſeverance ; and that, having 


but the two alternatives, it was natural for 
him to preſerve his own life, by the deſtruc- 
tion of his enemy. Abner concluded with 
requeſting, that the enmity which had al- 


ſequences might now ſubſide. Hereupon, 


Joab ſounded a retreat, and-for-that-nighe 


encamped upon the ſpot where his arm 
was then drawa up: but Abner croſſed the 
river Jordan, and continued his march to 


deceaſed king. The following day, Joab 
cauſed the bodies of the ſlain to be buried. 
It was computed, that on this occaſion 
Abner loſt three hundred and fixty, and 
David twenty men. Joab and Abiſhai 
conveyed the body of Hazael, toBethlehem, 
where it was interred in the family ſepul- 
chre. After the funeral of Hazael, Joab 


and Abiſhai joined David at Hebron. 


family of Saul and that of David for a long 
ſeries of years Tn the mean time, David 
had fix ſons, by the fame number of wives. 


| By Ahinoam he had Ammon ; by Abigail, 


Daniel ; by Maachah, the daughter ot 
Tolmai, King of Gethur, he had Abſalom; 
Adonijah by Haggith ; 
thal; and Jethrakam'by Egla. 

The prudence, courage, and popularity 
of Abner, joined with his conſummate abi- 
lities as a politician, effentially contributed 
to. ſupport the intereſts of Saul's family, 
and preſerve the Hebrews in allegiance to 
Iſhboſheth : but upon receiving intelli- 
gence, that an illicit intercourſe ſubſiſted 
between the general and Rizpah, the 
daughter of Sibi th; who had formerly been 
one of the concubines of his late father 
Saul, the prince reproached Abner on the 
ſubject with ſo much acrimony, that he 


| determined, in revenge, to quit the party - 


ck his purſuer dead 


pur- ng lily 
n as 


the palace of Iſhboſheth, the fon of the 


2 by Abi- 


axael. g; 


The occurrences above recorded gave riſe The poteriy 
to the deſtructive civil war between the oi Davis. : 


Sam. 1. 283 


+ 


u. L. 
Iſnbeoſheth, and to 
bf David. | a | | 

Abner now diſpatched a meſſenger to 
Hebron, with authority to inform David, 
that he would engage to give him poſſei- 
ſion of the kingdom with the general 
-c6nſent of the whole people, by bringing 
over to his intereſts the tribes that had been 
hitherto adverſe to his pretenfions, on con- 
UHition that he ſhould bind humſelf by 
dath to confer upon him the office of his 

prime miniſter. David eagerly accepted 
this propoſal, deſiring Abner, as a proof of 
his ſincerity, to cauſe his wife Melcha, 
to be immediately reſtoted to him. Mel- 

e Das cha was, accordingly taken from Phalti, 

4 abo re- on whom her father had beſtowed her, 

aus after the diſgrace of David, and again de- 

rr of livered up to her firſt hufband : and this 
dual. 2 Sam. as done with the conſent of Iſhboſheth, 
ho expreſſed a ſtrong conviction of the 
juſtice of the meaſure, knowing that David 
bad purchaſed her with the heads of two 
hundred Philiſtines, and at the immanent 
hazard of his own life. 
Abner now convened the elders and o- 
ther principal people of the feveral tribes, 
and addreſſed them to the following effect: 

When you were inclined to prefer Da- 

vid to Iſhboſheth, IJ oppoſed your wiſhes; 

but now you are at liberty to act as you! 

ſhall judge moſt proper; for the prophet, 

Samuel, under the influence of the divine 

inſpiration, has given us the ſtrongeſt aſ- 

ſurances, that David is the perſon whom 

God has deſtined to rule over the Hebrews, 

and under whoſe conduct alone we are to 

expect conqueſt over the Philiſtines.” The 
whole aſſembly, perceiving from this ſpeech, 


attach Hitnſelf with that 


ö bner e· 


in what manner Abner ſtood affected, 


readily coincided in his views, and from 
that day openly ſupported the pretenſions 
of David; and the Benjamites, who com- 
poſed the body-guard of Iſhboſheth, with- 
out the leaſt ſcruple adopted the ſentiments! 
of the other tribes. 

The treaty being. thus far advanced, Ab- 


* 


{ 


ner, accompanied by about twenty choſen | 


„ 


men, repaired to Hebron, the object of his 
Journey thither being to bring to comple- | 


David enter- 
lans Abner, 


the treaty they had commenced. 
Upon his arrival at the court of David, 
he was received in the moſt friendly man- 
ner by that prince, who entertained him 
and his attendants with the utmoſt mag- 
nificence for the ſpace of three days; at 
the expiration of which time, Abner re- 
queſted to be diſinifled, . that he might fi- 
niſh the undertaking in which he had em- 
barked. 5 


In the courſe of the 6650 three days, | 


Joab, David” s general was abſent from He- 


— 


Abner quitted it by arothe 


tion in a perſonal conference with David, | b | : h 
P | the untimely fate of Abner, and, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, declared his utter ignorance 


bron; but he returned juſt at this junc- | 


BY FLAWIOS ISE Hs. 


filre; 44614 Entered the Vity at "he gate, 2s 
notlter. Being in- 
formed of all that had puffed” dufing his 


abſence, he inſtantly conteived the fuſpi- 


cion hay Abner,” with Hefe abflities He 
was well acquainted; Wald effect * ſup - 
plant him in the king's favour, Even ki 
"haps, to the depriving” him of the honout- 
able office of "commander of the forces. 

| He endeavoured, therefore, at firſt; to 
impreſs the mind of David with ſentiments 
to his diſadvantage, repreſenting Abner; 
as a perſon, whoſe ſole intention it was 
to miſlead him by his profeſſions, that 
he might with greater facility ſecure to the 
family of Saul the poſſeſſton of the throne. 
When he perceived that all his efforts were 
ineffeckual, he formed the execrable deſign 
of aſſaſſinating his rival; and; -accordingly, 
ſent meſſengers after Abner, to deſire him, 
in the name of David, to return immediate- 
ly, he having omitted to mention a matter 
to him which was of great moment. Ab- 
ner, was overtaken by the meſſengers at 


{| Befirah®, about twenty furlongs from He- 


born, and, not ſuſpecting any miſchief, he 
readily accompanied them back to the lat- 
ter city; at the entrance of which he was 
met by Joab, and his brother Abiſhai, who, 
the better to conceal their infamous purpoſe 
received him with the moſt flattering pro- 
feſſions of regard and eſteem : but when, 
under the pretext of private | buſineſs, 
they had drain him to a diſtance from his 
attendants, Joab ſuddenly thurſt himthrough 
with his ſword. 3 | 
Joab attempted” to juſtify this baſe and 
treacherous deed, on the plea of reſentment 
for the death of his brother Hazael ; but 
his ſole motive was, the fear leſt Abner, 
ſhould prove a dangerous rival to him in 
the favour of the king. Thus we ſee, that 
the votaries of ambition and avarice are ever 
reſtleſs, while they perceive any man who 
is poſſeſſed of a larger ſhare of intereſt, 
power or merit than themſelves; and that 


they ſcruple not to be guilty of the moſt 


heinous crimes; to enable them to attain, 
and, preſerve thoſe advantages, which 
conſtitute the whole happineſs of their lives. 


David expreſſed the greateſt affliction for 


of the barbarous deſign ; venting, at the 
fame time, the moſt bitter execrations on 
the perpetrators and abettors of ſo nefarious 
an action. He ordered a public mourning 


| for this occaſion ; and attended his funeral 


in perſon, as chief mourner, accompanied 
by all the great officers of ſtate He cauſed 
the body of Abner to be interred, with the 
great magnificence at Hebron ;” and inſerib- 
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ed on his tomb an epitaph of his own com- 
- poſition, in which he highly extolled the 


bravery and other numerous virtues. of the 


deceaſed. By this conduct David conciliat- 


ed the affection of the people in general, 
and particularly endeared 


ceflory, to the barbarous treachery againſt 
Joab. | 

At the concluſion of the ceremony of the 
interment, David delivered to the ſpectators 
a ſhort oration in 'praiſe of Abner ; repre- 
ſenting to them the great loſs which both 


himſelfand the whole nation had ſuſtained, 


by the death of ſo experienced and valiant 
a commander ; appealing to Heaven on his 
incapacity to puniſh the offenders on account 
of their great influence over the army ; and 
concluding with faying that, however thoſe 


perſons might eſcape puniſhment for a 


time, they would certianly, ſooner or later, 


Iſhboſketh 


hath a very 


great loſs of 
Abaer. 
2 Sam. iv. 1. 


Iſnboſheth 
baſely wur- 
de red by Raa- 
yah and Re- 
chab. v. 6. 


experience the vengeance that was due to 
the enormity of their guilt. | 


CHA Pb 


Raanah and Rechab aſſaſſinate Iſhboſheth, and 
preſent his head to David, By David's 
command, the murderers are put to death 
with torture. The ſeveral tribes unani- 


mouſly acknowledge David their king. || the deceaſed : 1 


David conquers Feruſalem. 


HE death of Abner was a moſt terri- 

ble mortification to Iſhboſheth the 

ſon of Saul; for in him he loſt a dear friend 
and a near kinſman, who was the chief in- 
ſtrument in advancing him to his father's 
throne : but this prince did not long ſur- 
vive him ; for he was treacherouſly mur- 
dered ſoon afterwards byRaanah and Rech- 
ab, the ſons of Rimmon. Theſe men, 


who were two of the principal perſons of 


the tribe of Benjamin, vainly imagining 
that they ſhould thereby recommend them- 
ſevles to the higheſt perferments in the 


ſervice of David, determined to aſſaſſinate 


Iſhboſheth whenever an opportunity ſhould 
offer. Accordingly, at a time when that 


_unfortunate prince had retired to repoſe 


Himſelf, on account of the violent heat of 


the weather, they entered his chamber, his 
attendants being all aſleep, and, after hav- 
ing deprived him of life, they cut off his 
head, and then retired with the ſame priva- 
cy with which they had entered, 

They immediately procceded towards 
Hebron, where, after travelling with the 


utmoſt expedition during the whole night, 


they arrived the next day. But when they 
appeared before David, and preſented him 


with the head of Iſhboſheth, boaſting of 


the ſervice they had rendered him, by thus 


ridding him of his competitor for the crown, 


— 


imſelf to the 
friends of Abner; who unanimouſly excul- 
pated him from all imputation of being ac- 


(Book y 
he, to their utter aſtoniſhment, expreſſed 
his abhorrence of their conduct in the fol. 
lowing terms: The atrocious action of 
which you have been guilty, - calls aloud 
for the moſt exemplary puniſhment. Can 
you be ignorant of the manner in which 1 
requited the wretch who brought me the 
tidings of the death of Saul, - who he boaſt, 
ed he had ſlain with his own hand? Yet 
it was at the requeſt of Saul himſelf that 
he committed this action, to preſerve him 
from the ignominy of falling alive into the 
hands of his enemies. Do you imagine, 
that J entertain ſentiments leſs worthy of 
my character than thoſe by which I was 


r. 


| 
| fefling their willingneſs to ſubmit their 


influenced on that occaſion, or, that I am 
capable of eountenancing your perfidity 
and ſhocking barbarity towards the prince, 
to whom you were bound under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations of gratitude and allegiance ? If 
you entertain ſo unworthy an opinion of 
me, you ſhall quickly be undeceived. I 
have nothing further to add, than to admo- 
niſh you to prepare for that death which 
you have ſo highly merited.” After deli- 
vering the above ſpeech, David ordered the 
murderers tc be taken out of his preſence, monde 
and put to inſtant death.  Dayid cauſed Ile! 
the head of Iſhboſheth to be depoſited in ac 
the tomb of Abner, with ſuch funeral fo. 

lemnities as were due to the exalted rank of 


Darid orde 


A ſhort time after the above occurrences, 
the elders ot the ſeveral tribes, the milita- 
| ry commanders, and other principal perſons, 
{ repaired in a body to Hebron, where they 
ſolemnly acknowledged David as their ſo- 


vercign, vowing allegiance to him, and pro- 


£ 


lives and fortunes to his entire diſpoſal. 
They reminded him, that even during the 
life of Samuel, they had manifeſted a pre- 
dilection in his favour, having been con- 
vinced by the declaration of the prophet 
Samuel, that he was ſelected by the Al- 
mighty to perform the glorious atchieve- 
ment of ſubjugating the Philiſtines, and to 
rule over the whole nation of Iſrael. Da- 
vid aſſured the people, that he would un- 
remittingly exert his moſt ſtrenuous endea- 
vours to fulfil their expectations. He then 
magnificiently entertained them for the 
ſpace of three days, and after directing them 
to cauſe thoſe of the ſeveral tribes, who 
were able to bear arms, to repair to him at 
Hebron, being compleatly equipped for 
war, he diſmiſſed the afſembly. _ 
In conſequence of the above order, there 
aſſembled in Hebron, fix thouſand eight A mate 
hundred men of the tribe of Judah, exclu- 28 
ſive of thoſe who had declared themſelves ſeveral tribe 
in favour of David at the time of the late 8 
king's deceaſe ; theſe men were compleatllß 
armed. Of the tribe of Simeon came up- 
wards of ſeven thouſand one hundred men ; 

0 
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of the tribe of Levi, four thouſand ſeven | vain reliance of ſafety upon thoſe fortifi- 
hundred; theſe latter being headed by je- cations which they ſuppdſed to be impreg- 
hoida, and the high- prieſt Zadock, toge-nable. At the head of a fele& body of 
ther with twenty eminent perſons of his troops, David advanced towards the place; 
family. Of the tribe of Penjamin the] and upon a general and fierce aſſault he 
number was only four * thouſand, the reſt || ſoon became maſter of the lower town : but 
of thoſe people entertaining a ' ſtrong per- || the caſtle ſtill maintained a brave defence. 
ſuaſion, that the government would revert || Finding this to be a poſt of great ſtrength, 
to the family of Saul; of the tribe of Ephra- || and conſidering, that if he ſhould fail in 
im there were twenty thouſand eight hun- || his attempt to ſubjugate it, his military re- 
dred, they being men remarkable for bra- || putation would be injured; in order to a- 
very and vigour of conſtitution ; of the || nimate the courage of his people, he pro- 
tribe of Manaſſes there were eighteen thou- || miſed pecuniary rewards to ſuch of the ſol- 
ſand; and twenty thouſand & of the tribe || diers as ſhould ſignalize their intrepidity in 
of Iſſachar, excluſive of two hundred per- || the action, and to give the chief command 
ſons celebrated for their ſkill in the art of || of the army to ſuch of the leaders as ſhould 
divination ; of the Wibe of Zebulon there || firſt aſcend the wall, and make good his 
came fifty thouſand, that number com- || ſituation upon the parapet of the citadel: 
prehending the whole tribe, and they were || Hence was a ſpirit of emulation excited 
armed with ſhield, ſpear, ſword, and hel- among all ranks in the Hebrew army, of 
met ; like the people of the tribe of Gad ; || whom each man performed miracles of 
the tribe of Naphtali F produced an im- valour : but it being the fortune of 'Joab 
menſe multitude, being under the com- || firſt to gain a ſtation upon the battlements, 
mand of a thouſand officers of diſtinguithed || he called from thence to David for a ratifi= 
bravery and military {kill ; of the tribe of || cation of his promiſe. The Hebrews ruſh- David con. 
Dan came twenty-ſeven thouſand 8; of || ed into the caſtle in great numbers, and the quers Jeruſd- | 
the tribe of Aſſar forty thouſand ; and a Jebuſites ſurrendered to them at diſcre- 
hundred and twenty thouſand from the || tion, 39 an 
tribes of Reubel and Gad, and the remain- „ 44 
ing half tribe of Manaſſes, from the other || CHAP. III. 
fide of the river Jordan, they being pro- EN Bl | 
vided with ſhields, helmets, ſwords, and || David repairs and ornaments . Teruſalems 
ſpears. It is to be obſerved, that the where be eſtabliſhes his reſidence, giving 
ſword was a weapon uſed by the tribes in the place the additional appellation of" the 
general. city of David. The king of Tyre wif- 
The troops above enumerated brought patches an enibafſy with propoſals to Da- 
with them to Hebron, a plentiful ſupply of wid for concluding a treaty , alliance. 
corn, wine, and various other neceſſaries; David's wives and children. 
they unanimouſly proclaimed David their 1 5 3 
king, vowing allegiance and fidelity to Mmediately after this conqueſt over Je- Jeruſalem 
him. Having liberally entertained the peo- ruſalem, David repaired the for tificati- = of Da- 
ple, for the ſpace of three days, David put ons and other buildings of the town, giy- vid; 2 Sam. 
himſelf at the head of the army, and ing to the latter the additional appellation V. ver. 7. 
4.1. marched to beſiege Jeruſalem, which city of the city David, and removing his court to 
the eommand Was then in poſſeſſion of the Jebuſites, a that place, where it continued during the 
ay He- people of the race of the Canaanites. Up- remaining part of his reign. Seven years 
ay. on the appearance of the Hebrews before || and fix months had elapſed from the time 
| the place, the inhabitants, in ridicule of | of David being declared Ring by the tribe 
the aſſailants, ſtationed their lame and blind || of Judah to that of transferring his evurt 
people upon the walls, ſaying, they wanted || from Hebron to Jeruſalem. 
no other defence againſt ſo contemptible an || About this time, Hiram, king of Tyre; | 
enemy. Highly incenſed by this | inſult, || diſpatched an embaſſy to David, with a 
David reſolved immediately to attack the || commiſſion to negotiate a treaty of friend- 
town, and in effect, he convinced the in- || ſhip and alliance with him. Theſe meſ- 
habitants of their imprudence in placing a || ſengers brought with them rich preſents of 


— 


— 
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* The ſeripture ſays, only three thouſand, 1 || ment; two hundred times one hundred, being juſt 
Chron, XII. 29. os | | twenty thouſand, | PIPE 5 "A 
"+ 1 Chron. XII. 32. From whence this is tak- t We have it 1 Chron. XII. 34 And of Naph- 
en, does not make expreſs mention of twenty thou- || tali a thouſahd captains, and with them with ſhield 
land, but ſays, The heads of them were two hun- and ſpear, thirty and ſeven thouſand.” _ ron 
dred, and their brethren were at their command- | C 1 Chron 12, 35. tis ſaid, «© And all the Da- 
ment;“ which allowing each of them to be a cen- || nites expert in war, twenty and eight thouſand aid 
turion or captain of an hundred, (as it is plain Jo- ſix hundred. the | n 
ſephus here ſuppoſes) makes exactly up the comple- || - . e e e 
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cedar wood, and were accompanied with ||prodigious, ſlaughter. : Becauſe this eon; Me 
ſeveral ingenious mechanics, who were to [queſt was obtained with little dithculty, e 
be employed in conſtructing magnificent [it is not to beinferred, that the enemy Wag ig," 
palace in Jeruſalem for the reſidence of the | contemptible in point of numbers; for their 

king, 4 force was augmented by the Syrians, Phan, 
David ſtrongly fortified the upper town, icians, and ſeveral other war like nations 
laying that and the 'citadel together, en- furzen formed a junction with them. | 
compaſſing the whole with a wall, and 


wh 


The frequent and great lofles the Philic. 
giving the command of the place to Joab. || tines had ſuſtained, in their conteſts. with 
In the days of Abraham the city was || the Hebrews had ſo reduced their power, ea 
calledSolyma ; and ſome contendsthat Homer || that without ſuch aſſiſtance as they received 4 
points at this city, when he ſpeaks of the on the above occaſion, they could not have 
people of Solyma; for the word Hieron®, || brought an army into the field. This 
or Femple, 1ignifies in the Hebrew ſecuri-¶overthrow however did not ſubdue the mar- 
ty, or a fortreis. Now the whole time of || tial ſpirit of the Philiſtines, who in ſhort. 
the war with the Philiſtines, from the He- || time, again encamped upon the ſame ſpot, 
brews dividing their lands, under the com- || with an army thrice ag numerous as they 
mand of Joſhua, to the day here ſpoken of, had brought before 
was reckoned to be five hundred and fifteen David now again conſulted the oracle, 
years. l 5 whereby he was directed to ſtation his army 
There was among the Jebuſites a very || in the wood called the Grove of Mourning, 
rich nnan,namedOrphan, who had done many || and to remain inactive till he ſhould obſerve 
ood offices for the Hebrews, and deſerved|| a ſupernatural agitation in the leaves and 
ſingularly well from David himſelf, as will || branches of the trees, without the ſlighteſt 
be ſeen hereafter. This man, upon the || breath ef air to occaſion that motion; im- 
ſacking of the town, was preſerved by the || mediately upon which ſignal he might at- 
king in all the heat and fury conſequent || tack the enemy with the moſt perfect con- 
upon the ſiege of the city. | I |fidence of ſucceſs. Theſe orders Da- 
Excluſive of thoſe already mentioned, | vid ſtrictly obſerved, and attacking the 
David eſpouſed ſeveral wives, by whom he | Philiſtines, they gave way on the firſt oh- 
had nine ſons, their names being Amnon, ſet, and fled in the utmoſt confufion, the 
Ellus, Ebas, Nathan, Solomon, Jebar, Eli- | Iſraelites advancing fo near as to be able to 
el, Phalna, and Ennephen; he had alſo a || make uſe of their ſwords, continuing their 
daughter named Thamar, ſhe being ſiſter, their purſuit with great ſlaughter, as far as 
by the ſame mother, to Abſalom. He || Gazer, on the frontiers of the country of 
had alſo two illegitimate ſons, namely Jonas || the Philiſtines ; after which they returned 
and Eliphel. | to plunder the enemy's camp, where they 
PREG == ; found an immenſe booty, and alſo the idols 
CHAP. IF, ſof the Philiſtines, which they utterly de- 
Rh . A | 
David gains ſeveral ſplendid vidories over | This war being terminated ſo ſpeedily and 
' tbe Philiſtines and their allies. The | fortunately for the Iſraelites, with the ad- 
ark removed to Feruſalem. Hor bis pre. vice of the elders and chief perſons of the 
Jumption in laying prophane hands upon || ſeveral tribes, David determined to march 
the ark, Uzzah ts ftruck dead. with his whole army, accompanied by the 


* 


Dad 
3 ; 8 . : g marches fo 
1 _- | prieſts and Levites, to Kiriath-jearim, for Kiriatd. 5e. 
| P e ee mann a Da- | the purpoſe of conducting the holy ark I 
Vid nad been Tecognlled obereign | from thence to Jeruſalem ; where the peo- laben 
of Iſrael by- the UNAMITIQUS voice of the to wort t affnbie in future, to offer up 2 Sam. VI. 
ſeveral tribes, the Philiſtines determined Heitoblationg, and .t6/ perform all de 
ke wr aint im, and for tht chr dis of ther lg, 
E 4 15 * | 1 1 N f % ANC!| The neceflary preparations being made, 
2 928 ma 1 8 * . Jer i the ark was removed from the houſe of 
Um BER PLING hi 4 2 y of the Aminidab, by the prieſts and Levites, who 
ce According to his uſual practice, ¶ placed it on a carriage conſtructed for the 
efore Sei one ng of im- | purpoſe, to be drawn by oxen, and de- 
portance, Davi | con ulted the oracle, and livered it into the care of their ſons, and the 
having received a 8 ; anſwer , — other perſons of their fimilies David led 
immediately led forth 191 army to oppofe the proceſſion, being followed by a nume- 
the confederated enemy,wham. they attacked |; 71,04 of the people, dancing, and ſing- 
by ſurpriſe in Their camps and routed With ing hymns ef Pralle $0, the Almighty, in 
The füllte) of this is. proved by NI ul apoy eee ee 1 ar We 
Joſhua, cap x. yet Iſ. Voſſius defends Joſephus. See Per. or wh FW T ed hy Y 5 ded towards 
his epiſtle to Colvius, p. 395, 396. inſtruments . Thus they. proceeded towa 
7 | ; I Jeruſalem 
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the Threſhing-floor of Chidon;'or Nachon, 
the oxen which dre the carriage chancing 
to ſtumble, Uzzah, who happened to be 
cloſe to the ark at the time, put forth his 
hand to ſave it from falling, and was it 
aun bret mediately flruck dead by the judicial Ven- 
ele geance of Heaven, for preſumipg to touch 


"to fre t: à privilege enoyed ſolely by the prieſts 
_ a and —— ; 8 5 - unhappy fate 5 this 
man, greatly affected both David and the 
people in general; and the place was from 
that day, entitled Perez-Uzzah, or the 
tranſgreſſion of Uzzah. a 
The ſeverity of the puniſhment infficted 
on Uzzah fo much alarmed David, that 
he was apprehenſive leſt a ſrmilat fate ffiould 
attend himſelf, if he perſiſted in his deſign 
of removing the ar 
therefore, depoſited it in the houſe of 
Obed-Edom, a Levite of great reputation| 
for | righteouſneſs and virtue, where it 
remained for the ſpace of three months, 
during which it was obſerved that, the 
perſon to whoſe charge it had been com- 
| mitted, had acquired great wealth, and 
proved ſingularly fucceſsful in all his un- 
dertakings ; inſomuch that the rapid ad- 
vancement of his' fortune excited the ad- 
miration and envy of the whole people. | 
The fucceſs attending Obed-Edom during 


* 


diſſipated thoſe apprehenſions which Da- 

vid had entertained with reſpect to the re- 

moval of the ark into the city. Therefore 

in conformity with the directions of David, 

moral the ark was conveyed into Jeruſalem in the 

vitheark to following manner; the proceſſion was com- 

_ poſed of a certain number of prieſts bearing 

the ark on their ſhoulders, they being ac- 

companied by ſeven choirs of finging men, 

preceded by David, who danced arid 'fung 

with the reſt, at the ſame time joining the 

conſort with his harp; and the ark was 

followed into the city by an immenſe con- 

courſe of people. The ark was afterwards 

depoſited in a temple in Jeruſalem, which 

David cauſed to be conſtructed purpoſely for 

its reception. So numerous were the oblã- 

tions offered to the Almighty on occafion 

of this event, that each of the men, wo. 

men, and children, of the vaſt multitude 

that attended, received a cake of bread, and 

a part of the fleſh of the facrifices, of 

which they ate plentifully; and then David 
Adiſmiſſed the congregation. 5 

Upon his return to his palace, David 

Was met by - Meleha, the daughter of 

the late king, who, after congratulating 

him, reproached him for ſinging and 

dancing before the ark, thereby Shots 

himſelf to the ridicile of her hand-maids, 

and the other domeſtics of the court. In 

Juſtification of himſelf, David ſaid, that 


Lg 


the time of the ark being under his care, | 
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Jervſalent ; and 4triving at the place ctie8 ne could not Conceive® Hilal deferving 


advanced to the throne of. Iſrach: . By:Mel-r 
6 Dena ROE TL 


(ing by Kale hoo Jen be compelled; 


et 4.4 ++ 


particularly, {poke of in_the per c 
IS_ WOTE «.. .: 5 | g 


ail D213 Sf ese. i Of Vong Coda d ic 
In gratitude for. the - glorious ſagcet ſte N N 


n # : ** poſes to bu 
accompanying, all his undertakings, andy manitcent 
the uninterupted fel city he enjoyed, Dar jemple, in 


© is encou- 


pad temple. for, the, pubhic: worſhip, of raged by the 


God; for be conſidered that. there was prophet Ne 


to Jeruſalem ;. he, great impropriety in living himſelf in a VII. 23 30 


ſumptuous palace, built of cedar, and or- 
namented . with the utmoſt ingenuity of 
which man was capable, while the ark re- 
mained in ſo unworthy a building as the 
tabernacle. - He was encouraged to this 
undertaking, by reflecting upon an ancient 
prediction delivered by Moſes ; and com- 
municating his intention to Nathan, that 
prophet adviſed him to purſue the pious 
work with all poſſible expedition. i bas: 
The following night God was pleaſed God refers | 
to ſignify to Nathan; in a viſion; that he pf —.— A 
ſhould inform David, he approved of his to Solomon. 
deſign of dedicating a teraple to his wor- 
ſhip : but that, in conſequence of the va- 
rious hoſtilities he had maintained; he was 
polluted with blood, and therefore dif- 
qualified for executing the pious deſign he 
had ſuggeſted. The viſion authoriſed Na- 
than further to inform the king, that an 
the concluſion of a long, ſucccſsful, and 
happy reign, he ſhould commiſſion his ſori 
and ſucceſſor, Solomon, who would be pe- 
culiarly favoured by Heaven, with the im- 
portant buſineſs of conſtructing the holy 
temple: but that if Solomon ſhould de- 
generate: into impiety or wicketineſs, the 
land would be viſited with ſickneſs, or fa- 
mine, and the government transferred to 
another family. Hereupon Nathan imme- 
diately repaired to David, and communi- 
cated to him the directions he had'.res 
ceived: in the viſion. Proſtrating himſelf 
before the ark, David now addreſſed hin- 
ſelf to Heaven, in words to the following 
effect: Almighty and everlaſting God, 
through whoſe infinite bounties I have been 
exalted to regal power and dignity ; for the 
benefits and mercies eonferred upon me, 
glorified be thy holy name. I bleſs thee,. 
O God, for thy gracious providence in. my 
favour, thy promiſes to my poſterity, and 
thy numberleſs protections and, deliverap- 
ces of the people over whom it was thy 
gracious pleaſure to appoint me to reign.” 


— 
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horſe; making booty 


Adad joins 
Adrazar a- 
garnſt David, 
and receives 
a total over - 
throw. 
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% n general. 
| 


David ſubdues the Moatites, and the So- 


pbenians. 


\ TAturally averſe to a life of inactivity, 
David determined to proſecute hoſ- 
tilities againſt the Philiſtines ; being ani- 
mated to this exploit by the prediction, 
that having vanquiſhed all his enemies, 
he ſhould tranſmit the government tb his 
ſueceſſor in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity. 
Preparatory to the conqueſt he had me- 
ditated, he called a general rendezvous of 
his forces; and marching them into the 
country of the enemy, he ſeized very con- 
ſiderable tracks of land, which he annexed 
to the juriſdiction of the Iſraelites. He 
declared war againſt the Moabites, upon 
whom he committed a terrible ſlaughter. 
About one third of the Moabites, who 
eſcaped the rage of battle, he rendered tri- 
butaries: Near the Euphrates, he encoun- 
tered and obtained a complete victory over 
Adrazar, the ſon of Arach, king of the 
Sophenians. In this action he deſtroyed 
twenty thouſand foot, and five thouſand 
of a thouſand chari- 
ots, one hundred of which he reſerved, 
and the reſt he burnt, | 


„ 


David obtains a victory over Adad, king of 


| loſt by this defeat, 


And the fame; author, 
treating further of his poſterity, ſays, 
« That the government was transferred 
from father to fon, to the tenth generation; 
the ſucceſſor ſtill receiving the father's 
name with the empire, as the Ptolemies 
among the Egyptains. The third, in ſuc. 
ceſſion from this Adad, and the greateſt 
man of the family, out of a generous zeal 
to repair the honour that his grand- father 
poured in an army up- 
on the Jews, and laid waſte Samaria.” 
This hiſtorian has unqueſtionably given x 
faithful account ; for it is certain, that, in 
the reign of Ahab, king of Iſrael, the lat 
mentioned Adad invaded, Samaria. Of 
Ahab, king of Ifreal we ſhall ſpeak more 
at large in the proper place. ig hr? 
Purſuing the advantage he had obtained, 


precaution neceflary, and after ſubjecting 
the whole country to contribution, he re- 
turned, carrying with him to Jeruſalem the 
golden quivers, and other rich equipage 
that had been taken from Adad's guards; 
and he dedicated the ſpoil and trophies to 
God, in acknowledgement of the victory 
he had obtained through his favour and 
protection. All theſe valuable ſpoils, and 
a great deal more, were afterwards taken 
away by Syſack, the king of Egypt, upon 
the ſacking of Jeruſalem, in his war with 


7 of || Rehoboam, David's grandſon, But we ſhall 


Damaſcus and Syria; and ſubdues the 
Iaumeans. He makes a generous pro- 
vifion for Mephibeſheth, je of his 
deceaſed friend Jonathan, and the grand- 
fon of Saul. David makes war again/t 
the king of the Ammonites. 


E the mean time, Adad, king of Syria 
and Damaſcus, diſpatched away a con- 
ſiderable army to the ſuccour of Adrazar, 
his friend and ally, in ho 

ſeat of war from the coun 
phenians; but after ſeveral 


of the So- 
irmiſhes, he 


came to general battle with David near the 


Euphrates; where he loſt the greater part 
of his army, twenty thouſand being cut 


off; the reſt ſaved themſelves by flight. || 
Nicolaus mentions Adad, in the fourth 


book of his hiſtory, as follows: Adad, a 


valiant man, had the command of Damaſ- | 


cus and Syria, but his juriſdiction did not 
extend to Phœnicia. There happened to 
be a war between Adad and David, the 
king of the Jews, and ſeveral battles were 
fought between them; but in the end, 
Adad was overcome at Euphrates, though 
he diſplayed the intrepidity becoming a 


Jo 


I Sam. VIII. 3. Hadaderzer, and 1 Chron. 


XVIII. 3. Hadarezer, 


to remove the || 


this ſubject elſewhere. 


dominions of Adrazar, from whence he 
acquired ſpoil to an immenſe value, exclu- 
five of a vaſt quantity of a kind of metal, 
or compoſition of metals, which was deem- 
ed to be of higher value even than gold; 
and this metal Solomon cauſed to be made 


uſe of in forming the ſpacious veſlel called 


the ſea, the beautiful baſons, and other 


rich veſſels for the embelliſhment of the 
holy temple. „ 


queſt over the army of Adrazar, Toi, the 


rehenſive on account of his own fafety, 
and therefore, he deemed it prudent to 
connect himſelf in a league of amity with 
the victor, He commiſſioned his fon Jo- 
ram to compliment David on occaſion: of 
his late ſucceſs, .and to preſent; him with 


tique veſſels in gold, ſilver, and braſs, of 


Mattos 


_——_—— 
* 
> 


+ 2 Fam. viii 8. Betall and Derrothai and 1 


Chron. xyiii, S. Tibbath and Chun. 


curious 


(Bodk y 


David over-ran Damaſcus and the reſt of Sy- 
ria; leaving garriſons where he deemed that 


have occaſiva to be more particular upon 
Purſuing his conqueſts, manifeſtly un- He takes Bev 
der the favour and protection of Heaven, ** ** lie 


David laid ſiege to Bettea, + and FMachon, _ 
two of the moſt conſiderable cities in the 


Upon receiving intelligence of his con- The king 


king of Hamath, became exceedingly ap- triendip 


a variety of rich articles, conſiſting. of an- 
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preſervation ; hoping, by theſe means, the 
more readily to diſpoſe David to conclude 


ceived the ambaſſadors, and having ac- 
cepted their preſents, declared himſelf diſ- 
poſed to acquieſce in the treaty of amity 
they had propoſed. Theſe gifts, and the 
ſpoil obtained from his vanquiſhed ene- 
mies, David dedicated to the Almighty, 


a treaty of friendſhip. He graciouſly re- 


aſcribing to his gracious providence the 
whole honour of his ſplendid ſucceſſes. 
David was not alone victorious in the 
exploits wherein he was perſonally engag- 
hie, ed, but alſo in thoſe expeditions which he 
WW... «i; entruſted to the management of his officers. 


deen Of this an inſtance was afforded in the caſe 
pos, of Abiſhai, the brother of Joab, Who be- 
alis be jng eommiſſioned to lead an army againſt 
2 the Idumeans, he encountered the enemy, 


$0. and having put eighteen thouſand of them 


to the ſword, ſecured the country in per- 
fect ſubjection by eſtabliſhing garriſons in 
different parts; making them tributa- 
ries to David, who taxed them by the 
h 48a ES 11-24 {4 © 1 

David was a man of ſuch keen penetra- 


ed a ſentence that was not ſtrictly con- 


Ahilud, keeper of the records ; from the 
| houſe of Phinehas, hie ſelected his friends 
Abiathar and Zadock to be his prieſts; 
and he nominated Seraiah his ſecretary; his 
perſonal guard, into which his elder ſons 
were incorporated, was commanded by Be- 
naiah, the fon of Iehoiadlꝓauua. 
After regulating the affairs of his go- 
vernment, the king directed his attention 
towards his deceaſed friend Jonathan ; en- 
_quirtng- what ſons, friends, and relations, 


. 


he had left, with a view to make them 


tion and ſtrict integrity in the execution of 
his judicial office, that in all the appeals ſub- 
"mitted to his decifion, he never pronounc- |] 


ſiſtent with the principles of juſtice. He 


appointed Joab, the ſon of Zeruiah, to be 
his general, and Jehofhaphat, the ſon of 
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up in that city under the care of a man 

named Machir. ee ee af ry 
The young man being ſent for, upon epbits- 

coming into the reſence_ of David; he ſheth, the fon 

proſtrated himſelf on the ground, and 4 Jonathan | 

otherwiſe teſtified his reverence and reſpect. Davide 4 

The king encouraged him with the 114. aſſigns bim 4 


curious workmanſhip, and in compleat ON relided: at Labatha, e being brought 4 


* 


ance of favour and protectiqn, and aſſigii- vine. Po 


ed to him the . poſſeſſian of thoſe eſtates 


and other effects that, had belonged to Saul 
and Jonathan, appointing him tg eat at his 


own table, and to reſide in the palace. The 
young man having made proper acknow- 
ledgments to his generous, patron and be- 
nefactor, Ziba was called, and directed 
by the king. to ſuperintend the lands given 
to Mephiboſheth, and at ſtated periods, 
to receive the profits thereof, and deliver 
the fame to the ſon of Jonathan in Jeru- 
falem, The king alfo appointed Ziba, 
his fifteen ſons, and twenty other perſons 
of his family, attendants to Mephiboſheth, 
who took up his reſidence in the . palace, 
and continued to be honoured with parti- 


If cular kindnefs and refpe& from David: 


The only iſſue of Mephiboſheth was a ſon 
—_—_— ES 
Nahaſh, the king of | the Am onites, Natiath tlie 

a friend and ally of David's, dying about ling of the 
this time, and being ſucceeded by Hanum, emerge 
David ſent ambaſſadors to him to condole 2. 1. andDa- 
on occaſion of his loſs, and afſure him vid 1 2 
of the ſame friendſhip and reſpect to him- compliment 
ſelf that had been formerly paid to his fa- to his fon 
ther. The heads of the Ammonites put Haum; v. 2. 
a malicious. conſtruction upon this em- 

baſſy, which the good faith and candout 

of David did not déſetve. They did all 

they could to irritate their king, with ca- 

lumnies againſt David; and to inſpire a 
jealouſy, that the ſervants of David were 

not in truth ambaſſadors, but ſples ; who 
under the pretext of a compliment of ſtate, 

were ſent to explore the ſtrength and con- 
dition of the country; and that” therefore, 


the ſubjects for the exerciſe of his grati- diſregarding their plauſible pretenſions, they 


tude; for among His virtues was that of 
remembering paſt benefits, which he ever 
made it a point of conſcience to acknow- 
' ledge and compenſate. In conſequence of his 


adviſed” him to be cautious and circum- 
ſpect betimes, leſt the opportunity ſhould 
eſcape of fruſtrating their treacherous de- 
ſigns. Deceived by theſe unjuſt inſinuati- 


enquiriesrelating to the family and friends of ons, Hanum cauſed one halfof their beards 


Jonathan, a man named Ziba, a freeman, 
vho had long been one of the houſehold of 
Saul, was introduced to David, as being a 
man likely to ſatisfy his curiofity. This 
man related, that Jonathan left a ſon, 
named Mephiboſheth, who was ſtill living, 

being lame of one leg, in conſequence of be- 
ing let fall by the nurſe, upon the ſurpriſe 
and fhock ſhe received when ſhe was in- 
formed of the reſult of the terrible battle, 

wherein the child's grandfather and father 
Were ſlain; he added, that Mephiboſheth 


— 


1 


and one half of theit veſts to be cut off, 

and with thoſe ſtigmas of diſgrace diſmiſſed - 

David's ambaſſadors. * _. 3 3 
Upon their return to Jeruſalem, David 


| was highly incenſed againſt Hanum for 


the unworthy treatment his meſſengers had 
experienced from him, and determined to 
avenge fo flagitious an inſult, and contempt, - ' 
of the law of nations, honour,and hoſpitalit p. 
Being convinced that David would not. 
ſubmit to the inſult that had been offered 


_— 


te dh. dh. Af". i . — 
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Z 70 


Syrus, Zoba, 
Maacheb and 


Imtob, join kingdom : he diſpatched ambaſſadors to 
the Ammon- | 
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to him in the perſon of his ambaſſadors; 


Hanum prepared for the defence of his 


Syrus, king of Meſopotamia, with a pre- 
ſent of a thouſand talents, as a means of 
obtaining his alliance. Syrus not only 
conſented, but alſo attached king Zoba to 
the cauſe of the Ammonites ; and their 
Joint forces amounted to twenty-two thou- 
ſand foot. Hanum likewiſe purchaſed the 
. aſſiſtance of the king's Maachab and Iſh- 
tob, and they alſo brought into the field 


lieutenant general, to lead an army gf 
eighty thouſand foot and ten thouſand horſe 
to their aſſiſtance. In conſequence of the 
formidable reinforcement which the enem 

had received, David judged it to be = 
longer prudent to entruſt the conduct ot 
the war to his deputies ; he therefore took 
the command of his whole army, and hay. 

ing paſſed the Jordan, engaged the enemy 

of whom he killed forty. thouſand foot and 
ſeven thouſand horſe. Shobac, the general of 


[Bog 5 
ſtipulated ſum, appointing Shobac, his 


David ſub- 
dues the Am- 
monites and 
their auxili- 


great laugh- Euphrates, for an 


two and twenty thouſand men compleatly 


equipped for war. | 
CHAP. VII. 


Joab defeats the confederated powers, Da- 
did becomes enamoured of Bathſheba, and 
meditates the deſtruttion of her huſband. 
David marries Bathſheba. Solomon born. 
Amnon commits a rape upon his fifter 


Thamar. 


| Onfiding in the gracious protection 


of Heaven, David was in no de- 


f gree alarmed at a confederacy of ſo man 


| ſimilar diſpoſition of his forces, and pre- 
. pared for an engagement. He gave the 
command of one body of the army to his 
brother Abiſhai, with orders to attack the 


Ammonites, and putting himſelf at the 


head of the other diviſion, - which was 
compoſed of choſen men, he pre 


if either ſhould be hard preſſed by the e- 
nemy, the other ſhould come to his aſ- 


ſiſtance, they repaired to their reſpective 


| ſtations. Joab now gave battle to Syrus, 


who for ſome time maintained the conteſt 


with great bravery and reſolution : but 


great numbers of his men being ſlain, he 


ſought for ſafety in a precipitate retreat. 


The diſcomfiture of the army under king 
Syrus ſtruck the Ammonites with ſuch 
terror and confuſion, that they fled into 
the city, in order to avoid Abiſhai, who 
was then advancing to give them battle. 
Having thus conquered, and committed 


army under great ſlaughter upon one diviſion of the 
king Syrus. 2 
2 Sam. . 13 


Joab returned in triumph to Jeruſalem. 
I he reſtleſs and refractory 


he granted, on co 


pared to 
give battle to Syrus. Having agreed, that 


adverſe army, and put the other to flight, 


ſpirit of the 
Ammonites ſtill remaining unſubdued, they 
applied to Chalama, king of the Syrians, 
who was ſtationed on the other ſide the 
auxiliary force, which 
dition of receiving 0 


Chalama, “ received a wound in the action 
which cauſed his death. The preſumpti. 
on of the Meſopotamians being effectual- 
ly humbled, they ſent ambaſiadors with 
preſents to David, and with acknowledg- 
ments of ſubmiſſion to his power, they 
being alſo commiſſioned to entreat that he 
would decline a further proſecution of the 
war. David now returned to Jeruſalem. 
At the commencement of the followin 

ſpring, David again diſpatched Joab to 
proſecute the war againſt the Ammonites. 
Purſuing the enemy 1nto the city. of Raba- 
tha, their metropolis, he laid ſiege to that 


y || place, and having committed great havoc 
formidable powers againſt him. The 
command of the army being entruſted to 
Joab, he encamped before Rabatha. The 
Ammonites being drawn up under the walls 
of the town, facing the Hebrews, and the 
auxiliaries in the open field, Joab made 2 


there, he laid waſte the circumjacent 


country to a very conſiderable extent. 

_ ., Notwithſtanding ,. the many excellent 
qualities of David, he was not wholly ex- 
empt from thoſe of an oppoſite deſcription: 
and he incurred the diſpleaſure of Heaven 
by permitting the violence of paſſion to in- 
duce the commiſſion of an atrocious ſin. 
Walking 
one evening, vered a w. 
ing herſelf near the ſpot, and finding her of 
moſt exquiſite beauty, he became violently 
enamoured of her. Her name was Bath- 
ſheba, and ſhe was the wife of Uriah, 
Joab's armour bearer. To indulge. the paſ- 
ſion he had conceived for this woman he 
cauſed her to be brought privately to his 
bed, in conſequence of which ſhe became 
pregnant. She repreſented her fituation to 
the king, requeſting that he would adopt 
ſome means of concealing. her infidelity, the 
diſcovery of which, would render her liable 
to be condemned by the laws of her country 
to ſuffer death. Hereupon Uriah was or- 
dered into the preſence. of the king, who 
queſtioned him concerning the ſtate of the 
army, and the progreſs. of the ſiege of Ra- 
batha. David invited him to ſupper, and 
after the repaſt, commanded him repair to his 
habitation and repoſe that night with his 
wife. Uriah remained among the guards 
in the palace; and When this was known 
to the king, he aſked him on what account 
he had neglected the opportunity of viſiting 
his wife after ſo long and abſence. Uriah 


* This king is called Hadarezer in 2 Sam. x. 16, 
and 1 Chron. xix. 16. j 


an- 


e the terrace of his palace Daidis bn 
he diſcovered a woman bath- * Ban 
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Fubu A as He At e May ” Zo by John Watker Futernaiter Row. 


mnt BY iFLAvIUS Jos fem us ity 


anſwered, that he zudged it pot conſiſtent; have been taught to act with more pru- 
with the honour of a dies to indulge ] dence, by recollecting the fate of Abi- 
himſelf in the embraces of his wife, at a] melech, who loſt his life at Thebes, in 
time when his general and fellow ſoldiers conſequence of an old woman caſting a 
lay on the earth in the open country of an || part of a mill - ſtone upon his head from 
enemy. The king commanded him to re- the battlements. Perceiving that the king 
main another night, ſaying he ſhould re- || was diſpleaſed with the conduct of Joab, 
turn to the camp on the following day. the meſſenger informed him, that Uriah 
He was again called to ſupper with David, had loſt his life in the action; whereupon 
and he plied him with liquors, in expec- || he obſerved that ſoldiers ſhould be prepar- 
tation that in the gaiety of his heart he || ed to meet every change of A ee 
would go to Bathſheba; but he was __ He then directed the meſſenger to inform 
inted, for Uriah ſpent” this night as Joab, that he preferred the uſe of machines 
fad done the preceding one, among the and throwing up works. to every other 
guards. This Shovel ſo highly aggravating || mode. of carrying on a ſiege, and to add, 
to 5 the king, that he wrote to Joab, inform-/|| that it was his pleaſure the city of Ra- 
ing him, that being juſtly incenſed againſt || batha ſhould he laid in ruins, and every 
Uriah, he was determined to puniſſi him inhabitant of that place put to the ſword, 
according to his demerits; but leſt any re- without diſtinction. | 
_ proach ſhould fall upon himſelf; he ordered || On occaſion. of the death of her ; "WY þ David mar- 
Joab to diſpatch Uriah ' upon ſome deſpe- Bathſheba lived ſome time in retirement: og n 
rate enterprize, in which his companions || but the uſual term of mourning was no , 26,27 
ſhould be inſtructed to betray him into the ſooner expired, than David eſpouſed her 
hands of the enemy. Uriah having deli- and ſome time iafterwards ſhe was deliver- 
vered the king's letter to Joab, he ordered ed of a ſon, This marriage was ſo con- 
him to make a dangerous attack upon Ra- || traryto the will of, Heaven, that the prophet 
batha, and to give the ſtratagem a plauſible | Nathan. was informed, in a dream, of th 
appearance, appointed a party of men of | diſpleaſure. of God on the occaſion; 7 
approved courage to attend him, . promiſing | commiſſioned to reprimand. David for his 
to ſupport him with the whole army, if | crime. Nathan, who poſſeſſed great Know- 
any difficulty ſhould occur in effecting an ledge of mankind, conſidering how little 
entrance into the town & but his:followevs: regard princes paid to the admonition of 
were privately directed to abandon him reaſon, e e while under the influ⸗ 
when ſurrounded with difficulties that enge of- their paſions, inſtead, of directly 
would render his eſcape from the power in forming David of w it he. Haq; learnt in 
of the enemy impracticable. Upon ob- the viſion, introduced is inſtructi ns.. by, 
ſerving Uriah and his party advance to the way of alluſion, ,Aas wilt 555 ſeen 3 in the fol. 
walls, the Ammonites ſuppoſed. their de- lowing narrative: % Of two hgh, 3 
ſign was to enter the town. by. force, andi the ſame city (ſaid ; Nathan), ay one 5 
therefore they ruſhed out of the place in . DR opulepcry by 
great numbers, when being abandoned by ance of oxen, theep, and,o! ther cattle: 
his followers, Uriah defended himſelf with the other Was poor, his 
with aſtoniſhing bravery, and unade great conſiſting of a fingle lamh, 
as cut hayock among the enemy: but being over - ed and fea. with — childre; d. 
Fieces, 2 
. 17. powered by numbers, he fell breathleſs f tenderly as he did his own. 57 66, pls 
on the ground, as did à ſmall number of | happened, that the rich i 
his friends, who were not informed of the come to ſee him, whom 
plot contrived for his deſtruction. 91 un than entertain in an 0 e 
loab now diſpatched a ee I 7 but rather than furniſh, h le. f. 12 
form David, that in order to bring the ſiege own abundant ſtore, he cauſed 8 Sin 
to a concluſion, he had cauſed a detach- man to be robbed. f his only n ES | 
ment from his army to make an aſſault |[furniſh a ſupper for the viſitor.” :Wretch 
upon the city of Rabatha, but that: the 51 7 2 A king) 95 — . — if lo. 


men had been repulſed, and compelled: ta || wicked 19 1 make tous 
retreat into the camp, and that, ſome had fold ien. the injujed ed party, ng * 
fallen in the action. If he ſhould obſerve || forfeit his life as a farther atonement. Un. 
the king to be diſſatisfied with this intelli- || which Nathan : OE 2535 Ten ar) 
gence, he directed the perſon carrying the || the man, and ſtandeſt,c fro the | 
expreſs to fay, that Uriah was among the words of t thy own mouth. Aft this declar- 
lain. Upon receiving the above, informa- ation e d e Selene park 9 
tion, David cenſured Joab for expoſing his 3 faying that God was ,hag 
men before a walled and town, with the he gonduct of Dard * 8 hay 


inſtead of making uſe of . _—— of his, ingratitude to that providen 
for reducing - the place, ſaying, he might 9 Aim, 00 th e hey 


pents of his 
lins, 2 Sam. 


mourns and ſelf in fackcloth, remained there ſeven |} 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


the ſurrounding nations to his command, and 
repeatedly delivered him from the hands of 
Saul. And now (ſaid Nathan) ſhall you, 
who have a number of legal wives, in de- 
fiance of all laws divine and human, com- 
pel the wife of another man to cohabit 
with you, and then betray the huſband to 
a premature death-from the hands of the 
ehemy ! What, after ſuch conduct, can 
you expect, but that the vengeance of Hea- 
ven ſhould overtake you?“ 


—__——_— 


child being dead, it would be weak and 


wards Bathſheba was delivered of anothi 


| ing effectually cut off their ſupplies of pro- 


Nathan then predicted, that David 
ſhould live to know that one of his ſons 
had taviſhed his women; that this ſon 
ſhould harbour deſigns againſt his father's 
life, and that he ſhould be brought to 
public ſhame and condign puniſhment. The 
prophet concluded with ſaying, that theo 
life of the iſſue of his illicit commerce 
with Bathſheba, ſhould be of ſhort duration. 
The admonitions and predictions of the 
5rophet ſo affected David, that he humbled 

imſelf before the Almighty, confeſſing 
bis ſins with tears and other n of 
fincere repentance. 

In conſideration that, except in the als 
of Uriah, he had conducted himſelf a- 
greeably to the rules of righteouſneſs and 
virtue, G04 was pleaſed to ſhew favour 
to David, and to ſignify to him, by means 
of the prophet, that he ſhould continue in 

poſſeſſion of the ſovereignty. 

Soon after Nathan had delivered the 
above prophecy, Bathſheba's ſon by Da- 
vid was ſtrück with a ſevere illneſs # an 
event i afflicting to the father, that he 
retited to his chamber, and clothing him! 


„ 


ing for the recovery of. the child, | 
7 whoſe mother he entertained the moſt 
tende Aſſection. On «the ſeverith day V 
its iffnefs, the child died: but this Friis 
ftance his attendants declined conumuni- 
cating to the king, leſt the violence of his 
rief thould be encreaſed. However, the 
tro expreſſed in the countenances of 
the perſons of his fatnily, David attributed 
to the right, and acquainted one of his 
domeſtics with his ſuſpicions, who acknow- 
ledged that the child was dead. The king 
how roſe from the ground, and having 
 Fathid himſelf, and put on clean Nee 


1 a ſupper to be prepared aga 
return, and went to the gerne po 
orm divine worſhip. This unexpected 
bnduR greatly ſurpriſed the king's re- 
þ-.. 5 tg and being curious 
0 Kro, che cauſe of his patient reſignati- 
_ of), Under the loſs of thechila, -whole 111- 
tb had t 1 him to ſuch an ex- 
refs of tn, they intimated their wiſhes | 
to the king, who feplied, that while the 


infant was * ne cherithed the” hope 


viſion, and taken poſſeſſion of all their wa- 
| ter, .cxcept'a fingle well, which they were 


calamitous was their ſituatiop, that they 


rich fardonyx ſtohe; The inhabitants were 


— 


f1| greateſt beauty of the age in which ſhe liv- 
ed; the was born of the ſame mother as Ab- 
ſalom. With this daughter, Amnon, the el- 


ſeſſed of an innate modeſty, he faw no pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs in addreſſing her, and pined 


| a-perſon of uncommon ſagacity and pene- 


| for the company of yaur ſiſter, 


Warp 


[of his tecovery; and unremittingly i un. 
. plored Heaven for that purpoſe: but the 


preſumptuous to indulge affliction for a lok, 
that was irrecoyerable, Some time after. 


ſon, who: at the recommendation of the Den 
prophet received the name of Solomon. 

At this time, the Ammonites were great- 
ly diſtreſſed, in conſequence of Joab hav- 


obliged. to have recourſe to very iparingly, 
leſt it ſhould be drawn dry. In ſhort, o 


were under the moſt terrible apprehenſion, 
of periſhing through hunger and thirſt. 
Joab tranimitted to the king a particular 
account of the ſtate of affairs, adviſing bim 
to attend in perſon at the deſtruction of 
the city, ſince it would be worthy of be- 
ing recorded among the other exploits of 
an illuſtrious ſovereign. In compliance 
with the adyice of his general, of whoſe 
loyalty and zeal he was perfectly convinc- 
ed, David aſſembled his army, and march- Rabat 
ed to Rabatha, which being taken by ſtorm, © nn. 
he gave the plunder to his troops, re- 
ſerving to himſelf only a crown of gold, 
weighing a talent, and ornamented with a 


indiſcriminately put to death with circum- 
ſtances: of | exquiſite torture; and all the 
other cities of the Ammonites, which per- 
ſevered in oppefition: to David, ſhared the 
ſame ſate. 6 
This ſplendid vickery was followed by 
an event extremely afflicting to the king, 
David had a maiden daughter named Tha- 
mar, who was deemed incomparably the 


deſt ſon of David, fell violently in love; 
but as ſhe was ſtrictly guarded, and was poſ- 


through exceſſive grief. This change in 
the youth, which daily increaſed to an a- 
larming degree, being obſerved by Jona- 
dab, who was his friend and relation, and 


tration, he aſked him the cauſe of his in- 
diſpoſition, and particularly queſtioned kim 
if it was not love. To this Amnon re- 
plied, that he was enamoured of his own 
fiſter; on which, Jonadab gave him a 
hint how he might gratify his wiſhes. 
Feign yourſelf fick (ſaid he) and when 
David pays you d viſit, tell him you wiſh 
whoſe kind 


attendance you think. will tend greatly to 


vice 


1 


the reſtotation of your health.” This ad- 


—_—— rA Ss "uh 


vice is followed" by Adin; wht] 16h || HoWeitr? Guter ſhiged to" WF Hilirifelf d, 
ſeeing David, requeſted his fiſtet's' com: || the — 8 that fool offer fot - 


This being granted, he begged - vengeanec upon upom Amon: an 
ing'# him ſome cakes ; ſhe made and baked | * after the rg = aße ti Thamar, 
them in his preſence, and preſented them He thy the his father and brothers to at- 


to him; but he refuſed to touch chem, and || tend at à ſheep ſhearing" at Belzephon , 
directed the ſervants to leave the apartment, | city in the tribe of Benjamin "The 
faying, that he wiſhed to 1 him- king excuſed Hirmfeff, gte pb of trouble 
ſelt. They were no ſooner gone, than and expence; Wheif Abfitorn requeſted © ll 
he begged his fiſter to carry the cakes into leave for his brothers to be preſent, Which bs es 
a private room, which ſhe complied with; was readily granted. He then informed | 
and he following her, made uf& of every ; | His domeſtics; - that” when Ammbit ſhould am; 
5 argument to induce her to gratify | be intoxicated, he would give a ſignal; im- —_ 


execute ven- 


is unnatural paſſion. The harmleſs 'mat- || rnediately upon whieh 22 were Walen ö geance upon 


den expoſtulated with him, called out fot | to ' avtache and kin him. 9 os 9 
aſſiſtance; and entreated him not to ſacrifice 1 27 > ; 
thehonour of his family to an reagent 0 r ml. 


paſſion Let me be gone, (eried ſhe) and. Nun i isi, all. 


learn to regulate your deſires by tlie dic- * PN! 5 97 150 2615 1 his 1 

tates of honour, religion, and law : or think Abſalom retires tq Ge Foab. inter 1 

how you may obtain your father's content ; ||  redes in bie behalf, and obtams pern i en 

nor ſeek to gratify your paſſion by vivieht | on for bis return.” Ade alom goes 4% en 5 
Jonon, Da- means. 3 her entteaties, however; || bron, and prevails up People to —_ "7 
ws eldet were in vain; his paſſton made him deaf to clare bim king. os Joins Ab- 


Meter the voice of reaſon, and Weben fan, bs, at his wogeſtion, e 
Ibm, 2 all her endeavours to the FOntrary, He: for an abimmable wicked IR 
ka, ain. l. cibly violated her chaſtity. EA 


The paſhon of Amnon was no (ond | N en to the directions 'of chats it 
gratified; thin the violent love he appeared maſter, Abfalom's domeſtics ut 


to have had for his fiſter, was changed non 10 death, whole fate was ſo 1 | Amnon killed 


IDS; by order of 
into as violent a degree of hatred; and in a to me other brothers, that, ima ining A Abſalom, 29. 
moſt imperious tone, he commanded her || like outrage to be intended Hers 4 them- 


to quit his apartments. Shotked at this ſelves, they mounted their horſes, and re- 
treatment, ſhe aſked if, after having been turned to feruſalem. In the interim, Da- 
thus injured, ſhe was to be publicly expoſed vid received information, that Abſalom 
and diſmiſſed by day- light, to tell the world had put all his brethren to death, which 
how ſhe had been inſulted. This treat- was fo afflicting to him, that he rent his 


ment (ſaid ſhe) even aggravates, if any garments, and proſtrating himſelf upon the 
thing can aggravate, the horror of your earth, he paſſionately lamented. the hortid 
guilt. All hex remonſtrances, and even her Wichednel of the murderer, and the un- 
ſtruggles were frultleſs for Amnon or- happy fate of thoſe whom he — 7 A to 
dered his ſervants to turn her out of the have fallen victims to his unnatural f 
houſe; and they complied. As ſhe went] When the above intelligence was re- 
through the ſtreets, with her garments || ceived, Jonadab, the ſon of Shimei, Who 
torn, and aſhes on her: head, lamenting || was brother to David, was in company 
the ill uſage/ the had received, ſhe with the king, whom he adyiſed to con- 
was met by her brother Abſalom, who ſole himſelf with the hope that there v was no 
enquired into the cauſe of het grief and truth in a ſtory, that appeared to be altoge - 
confuſion; upon which ſhe informed him || ther improbable ; but 15 added, that, as far 
of the ſhocking. indignity that had been as it related toAmnon it might deſerve ere 
offered to her-. To appeaſe her grief, dit, ſince it would not he extraordinary, if 
Abſalom told her, that ſince the crime Abſalom ſhould have ſeized an opportu- 
had been committed by her own brother, nity of avenging the brutal inſult offered 
her diſgrace was not ſo great as it would to his ſiſter. During their converſation, 
have been, if ſhe had been ſo treated by a they heard the trampling of horſes, and 
ſtranger. This aſſurance in ſome mea- || other ſounds, indicating the approach of a 
ſure abated her ſorrow, and accompanying company of people; and upon | enquiry, 
bſalom to his habitation,” ſhe. . they were informed of the arrival of the 
there a conſiderable time. king's ſons from tlie houſe of Abſalom. 
David was inexpreſſibly afflicted. upon This meeting between David and his 


bearing of the ſhocking brutality of Am- chene was N ect, The father 
non to his ſiſter + but he being his eldeſt ; 135 E ken 


and favourite ſon, tlie king ee, | en mw" 


— 


* 


render him amenable to juſtice. Abſalom, „ —— ST hg a 1:59. ee 
3A wept 


188 
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wept at once with joy at the ſight. of thoſe 
ſons whom he ſuppolcd to be no longer liv- 
ing, and through gout at the recollection 

of i m whom he knew to be dead ; while 
the ſons lamented the murder of their bro- 


ther, but were conſoled at the thought of 


returning ſafe to their father: ſo that the 


Abſalom re- 
tires to the 

houſe of his 
brother” s fa- 
ther in Ge- 


whole ſcene was wonderfully pathetic. In 
the interim, Abſalom departed to Geſhur, 
where he remained about three years, with 
his grandfather by the mother's fide, who 
was a man of conſiderable rank and influ- 


| Ws: ver. 37 ence. 


By 3 expiration of this time, the an- 


ger of David towards his ſon Abſalom was 
in a great meaſure ſubſided, and he became 


An invention the advan 


of Joab's in 
Abſalom's 
favour. 2 


18. 


diſpoſed to reſtore him to favour ; and this 
diſpoſition of the king being obſerved by 
Joab, he conſidered how to improve it to 


purpoſe, he had recourſe to an ancient and 
venerable woman, whom he cauſed to be 


Sam. xiv. 2, Cloathed in deep mourning, and inſtructed 


her to ſubmit a caſe to the king, which 
ſhe repreſented, by way of petition, in the 
following manner: That two of her ſons, 
who reſided in the country, having had an 


unfortunate quarrel, one of them was un- 


happily killed in the . conteſt : whereupon 


. - ſome of the friends of the deceaſed, de- 


en Anded juſtice upon the murderer. 
forè ſhe SW þ 


V here- 
the king to ſpare the life 
of her ſon, who, . notwithſtanding his of- 
fence, was the only comfort of her old age. 
She added, that her ſon's enemies were 1 
determined in their malice, that nothing 
could protect him but the interference of 


the royal authority; and that ſhe had no 


hope of relief, but in the mercy of her ſo- 
vereign. Having acted her part with great 
{kill, the king was induced to comply with 
her requeſt: upon which, having made 
many acknowledgments of his conſiderate 
goodneſs to a mother who ſolicited the life 
of an only child, the yet beſought his ma- 


jeſty to grant one farther Favour. : as a proof 


that ſhe ſhould not-fail to reap the benefit 
of the royal promiſe; and this was, that 
he would let the pardon of her child be 
preceded by that of tits s own ſon Abſalom : 


for by extending his compaſſion to him, | 


there could remain no doubt, but the in- 
tended mercy would be ratified in the caſe 


of her own child. She added, that as his 


majeſty had already the misfortune to have 
loſt one ſon, it would be very inhuman for 
himſelf to be the deſtruction of another. 


David now began to conjec ure, that this, 


. — — 3 
—— — —— 3 


— 


* 


* b thoſe days the vein hare was accounted a 
great ornament; and therefore Abſalom nouriſhed his 


with great care. But co nputing the weight of it, as 
Bocharr dees, at the lowef 


pounds and two ounces : for we are not to ſup- 


poſe that Abſalom cut off the whole, but only ſo 


of his friend. To effect his 


„is prodigious, vis. three | 
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application was in conſequence of the ad- 
vice of joab; and interrogatipg her on the 
ſubject, he found it to be as he ſuſpected, 
wherefore calling Joab to him, he acquain. 
ted him that his device had ſucceeded ; that 
his anger againſt Abſalom had ſubſided 3 
that he was diſpoſed to pardon him, and 


thought proper. This was joyful news 
to Joab, who having made the moſt grate. 
ful acknowledgments to his ſovereign, re- 
ed inſtantly to Geſhur, broughe 
ck his friend Abſalom to Jerufalem, 
When the king was informed of the return 
of his ſon, he ſent a meſlage to him, un- 
porting that he muſt for the preſent abſtain 
from appearing in his preſence, for he could 
not yet be reconciled to the fight of him. 
Notwithſtanding the trouble and an- 
xiety in which had been ſome time 
involved, the grace and diginty of the per- 
ſon of Abſalom were not in the laſt di- 
miniſhed, he being {till deemed the wonder 
of the He was accuſtomed to cut his 
hair once in eight months, and in that ſhort 
ſpace of time, it would grow to the weight 
of two hundred ſhekels.* He lived private- 
ly in Jeruſalem about two years; and in 
the mean time, David had four children, 
namely three ſons and a daughter, ſhe be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed for her beauty ; ſhe be- 


. 1 


lomon, by whom ſhe had a ſon named 
Abia. Uneaſy at being compelled to live 
in a manner ſo incompatible with the dig - 


Joab, requeſting he ſhould obtain permiſ- 
ſion from his father to appear at court; 
for he hoped that an interview would be 
productive of a cordial and perfect recon- 


ciliation. After waiting ſome time in an- 


xious expectation, and being diſappointed 


to ſet fire to a field of growing corn, the 
property of joab. Having ſuſtained this 
injury, - Joab repaired to Abſalom, com- 
plaining of the fame, and 4 ng ms 
reaſon of ſo unprovoked a 

replied, that he * RANTS the . 1 
be burnt as being the only means in his 
power of procuring a ſight of him; ſay- 
ing, he had written to requeſt his inter- 
ference to effect a reconciliation with his 
father; for even, baniſhment would be S. 
ferrable to his preſent condition. 


Joab now repaired to the king, 


2 4 CY Te ET I OI" 


mucli as his < conv Aka required to be removed. 
It 35 likely ſome. error has crept into the text, 


| which is the more probable, as the ancient manu- 
ſcripts do not e gumbers at Engl, but by 
ctaravters. b 
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him 


Boon 1 


that Joab might recal him whenever he 


came the wife of Rehoboam the ſon of So- 


nity of his rank, Abſalom ſent to his friend 


of an anſwer, he ſent ſome of his ſervants 


who — 
yielding to his {olicitations, Abſalom. was Toab David 


ſont for ; and on his arrival,  proſirating — _ 


ſun. - 


Aw. 11. 


bf 


„ 


odid 
pe page · 2 
FAG I, 


ed people were about the 


N WII. 


himſelf at his father's feet, he earneſtly 
ſupplicated that all his offences mi ght be 
pardoned. Extending his right. hand to 
him, David raiſtd up his ſon, at the ſame 
time ſolemnly aſſurmg bim that all his 
tranſgreſſions ſhould © be buried in obli- 

On. 8 21 Opp. ain n TD 
"Cat ſhort time after the reconciliation 
between the king and his fon, the latter 
was permitted to keepa ſplendid equipage, 
to retain fifty men as his body guard, a 

reat number of domeſtics and dependants, 
beſides chariots and horſes in proportion to 
his numerous ſuit. He was: ever atten- 
tive to avail himſelf of opportunities to 
ingratiate the king's favour, and infinuate 
himſelf into the affections of the public. 
Thoſe who came to ſolicit juſtice, he ad- 
dreſſed with familiarity, requeſting - them 
to explain in what manner he could render 
them ſervice. To thoſe who' appeared 
diſſatisfied with the awards of the law, 
he was accuitomed to obſerve, that wick- 
| perſon of the 
king, who was as liable to miſtakes as his 
ſubjects, hinting, that if the adminiſtrati- 


4 Tas 


on of juſtice had remained with him, a 


Abſalom 
prockimed 
bop u He- 
bog, 10. 


Upon receiving er Yor of theſe re- 
| 1 7 3. avid Was ftruck 1 ot 8 : | | 
with "aſtoniſhment ;. and he. vehemently || requeſting? Trim to return to Jeruſalem, 


more equitable deciſion would have been 
made. 4 On } i 25 ef 5 

By theſe inſidious methods, he attached 
a large party to his intereſt; and, in the 


fourth year from the recòncilement to his 


father, e, his plan then ripe for 
the execution, he aſked pern 
pair to Hebron, there to fulfil a vo which 
be had made during his baniſtnnent. Da- 
vid readily granting his t, he invited 
2 great number of people to attend him, and 
was followed by many others; among 
whom was Achitophel, the Gilonite, the 
king's principal miniſter, who vas attend- 
ed by two hundred inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem: but neither theſe nor Achitophel 
knew that Abſalem's motive for taking 
this journey, was to procure himſelf to be 
proclaimed king. e ol 
Abſalom had not reſided long in Hebron 
before he gained ſuch an aſcendancy over 
the minds of t 


preſuraption of his ſon, who after having 


"bined th top prdv Au bing taken 
into favour; coutdifo fob embatk in fo atro- 


Perf 


with his friends on- the "ſteps imbft prop 


- 
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aſked permiſſion o re> 
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to be taken; and it uus Agreed, that he 
ſhould-icroſs the river Jordan, and retire 
to ſome place of greater ſecurity, commit= 
ting to ten of His concubines the care of 
the royal palace. Having reſolved to leave 
the event of this affair to the Almighty, 
he ſet out, attended by immenſe numbers 
of people, who voluntarily embarked in 
the cauſe of their ſovereign ; particularly 
his fix hundred friends, who had heretofore / 
ſo - faithfully attached themſelves to him, 
when' he was perſecuted by Saul. Abiathar 
and Zadock, the | high-prieſts, together 
with the Levites, would gladly have taken 
the ark with them, and attended David; 
but he adviſed them not to think of remoy- . 
ing, and enforced his requeſt by obſerving, 
that the preſence of the holy ark would not 
be neceſſary for his protection as he ſhould be 
immediately under that of Heayen. His laſt 
advice was, that they would deviſe ſome pri- 
vate method of ' informing him, from time 
to time, of ſuch news as it might import 
him to be acquainted with: and theſe in- 
ſtructions were afterwards admirably. obey- 

| ed by the good conduct of Jonathan the 
fon of Abiathar, and Ahimaaz, the fon of 
{| Zadock. With regard to Ittai, the Gittite, 
though adviled to the contrary, he inſiſted 
on a perfonal attendance on is ſovereign, 
whom he accordingly accompanied. 5 
As David, ſurrounded by the weeping 
multitude, was walking barefooted u 
mount Olivet, a perſon arrived expreſs, wich 
information that Achitophel had deſert- 
ed his duty, and taken part with the rebel- 
lious Abfalom : which news ſo ſhocked the 
king, that he beſought the Almighty to 
deprive him of his ſenſes. Achitophel was 
a man of fo great penetration and ſubtilty, 
that there was nothing David dreaded: fo 
much as the pernicious effects of his coun- 
REES th 2 HD290G ©7370 3, | 
| David had no ſooner reached the ſummit 
of the mountain than he caſt his eyes on the 
city, and wept while he lamented the loſs 
of his: government: on this ſpot he met 
with the loyal and friendly Huſhai, who, 
with his cloaths torn, and ſtrewing aſhes 


— — — — 


N 


| 


they were prevailed'|| on his head, was lamenting the uncertain- 


| ty of all ſublunary enjoyments. David 
enn ane eenſkafbetunes = = 
ith patience ( ua erm; He meets his 
with patience and reſolution, earneſtly 5 1 
uſhai.. 2 


where he might contribute eſſentially to Sam. xr. zo. 
his ſervice by affecting to eſpouſe the cauſe 

of his rebellious ſon, and thereby gaining 
information of the projects of Achitophel. 

In compliance with the king's requeſt, 

Huſhai returned to Jeruſalem, whither Ab- And ſends 
falonÞatfo repàired a ffiort time afterwards. him back 


Nn | : | 10 Again to 
bin ene tune, purſued his _ Abſas 


— . — K — 


ted fort hue meeting Ziba, to whom he lom in Jeru- * 


eſtate ſalem, ver. 34, 


mize the management of the ade. 


David meets 
Ziba. 2 Sam. 
xvi. 1. 


Who tells 
him that Me · 
phiboſheth 
ſtays at Jeru- 
ſalem, in 
hopes to b 
choſen king, 
ver. 3. 


Shimei re- 
viles David, 
ver. 5. 


ties whereby the 
inſiſting that he ſhould immediately depart 


God that Abſalom had retaliated upon him 


Abſalom and 
Achitophel 
arrive at Je- 
ruſalem, and 
Huſhai hails 
the-former as 


king. 15, 16. 


THE ANTIQUITIES "OFTHE JEWS, 


| 


botheth was then at Jeruſalem, | 9 in 


friend Jonathan, he enquired where his 
maſter was. He replied, that Mephi- 


expectation that, in honour of the memory 
of Saul, the people, taking advantage of 
the turbulency of the times, would ad- 
vance him to the throne. Exaſperated a- 
gainſt Mephiboſheth for his ſhameful in- 


gratitude, he revoked his grant to him, 


continuing Ziba in the ſuperintendance of 


the land for his own account; and the 


other conſidered himſelf amply gratified by 
the appointment to ſo profitable an office. 

Upon the king's arrival at Bahurim, 
Shimei, the ſon of Gera, who was a kinſ- 
man to Saul, threw ſtones at and reviled 
him in the moſt approbrious language, ac- 
culing him as the author of all the calami- 
public were oppreſſed, 


from the country, giving thanks to 


the indignities he had offered to his own 
father. The behaviour of this man was 
ſhocking to all preſent, and he muſt ine- 
vitably have fallen a ſacrifice to tlie res 
ſentment of  Abi:hai, but for tlie inter po- 
ſition of David, who requeſted him to mos 
derate his pafflon, leſt his giving way to it 


ſhould add to the public calamities. Vou 
have been witneſs (ſaid David) to the un- 
worthy treatment I have received from my 


and: it I may be deemedi: worthy of your 
confidence, Iwill convinee you, that 
zcal for your, ſervice is not leſs; ardent than 
it fonmeriy was for that of your father. It 
would be unraſonahle for a man to complain 
of his ſituation, while we are governed 
the ſan of our fbrmer king, and the line 
of royalty is unbroken. This ſpeech gif. 
perſed all ſuſpicion that Abfalom. of Huſh- 
als ſincerity of friendſhip Sit 511 : 


of Mephiboſheth,. the ſon of his deceaſed] on bur kingdoticis the! gilt of Heaveyy 


Achitophel was now adriged as to whe | 


wag..propen-ta be done in the preſent poſ. 
ture of affatrs;: his advice was, that Abfa. 
lone ſhould: clay with all David's concu- 


| bines ; and he enforced his advice by ſay. 


ing, that when matters were thus A 


| ed.beyond: à poſſibility of reconcilement, 
| the people: e that the ſtate was 


more ſccure. In the preſent ſtate of 
things (added he) they may think an ac- 
conjmodation may be effected, in which 
cafs theit ſafety . be endangered by 
des laring in your favour.” This advice 
being followed, a tent was erected in the 
palace for the occafion, and Abſalom, in 


Abſalom eil 
Ca council, 
when Ach. 


the view A the people, lay with the kin 8 tophel ad. 


eoncubines. Thugs was the 


own fon, and therefore be not. ſurpriſod at 


the revilings of Shemeu. Diſr the 
unprovoked upbraidings of this man, let 


us purſue our journey, in the full confidence || | 


that the Almighty will render us victorious 


over all our enemies and relieve us from 


all our difficulties.” David, deliberately 
oceeded on one ſide of the mountain, 
while Shemei went on:the other, continue 


ing to diſcharge bitter execrations n | 


him. ? ſ 

- Arriving at the banks of * fn river, Da- 
vid; and his followers . halted, in order to 
repoſe and refreſh themſelves, after the fa-|| 
tigue of their march; and at ſchis pics! bes 
muſtered his troops. 


Abſalom and Achitophel 5 40 about|| 
vide or of ent to loſe his, own 
| that. the 
Huſhai joiningſeii athe acclamations o 


and jexpreſſing the, | 


this time at Jeruſalem, "where. the pœople 
received them great demonſtrations of 905 


God fave the king,! 
wiſh that be mighit. enjoy a Jong aud gro- 
ſperous reign. After 6xpteſling- his ure 


priſe, AbGlons demanded! on What: OH 
faithful andozealdus: Huſhai Had a 
abandoned the ſervice of his maten: andi 


on the 


attached himſelf to the intereſt of another. 
e replied, that the will of God, ande 
approbation of the people were not t be t] 


vid; verified. ,/! 7 
E O01 .DQ%8$ 
-it} 03 mar c 11 


ot {LL 
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| Apbitophel Prmiects wr rut of Devil but 


Þ viſes him to 


prophecy of lie with all 
Nathan, 1 what would befal Da- —— 


u" ines, 


« — 0 21. 


a: % pe by Huſh Alba conjequence. of 
el aiſampdiuimint. Actitophe/ hangs him- 


——ä EET 
: 
* » F 
s "9 % 
— ry 
bv 
* 


| felfei AH alam 7 the command of his 
arm ta. Amaſe id battle between the 
© 1Gxmes of David. and his Jon, in which 
Is be 3 ſen mar FLA oe f victari A S>; - . his 
ig bt. Al ſalom s. Cair entangles- with the 
Hough & a tree, and being * ſuſpended in 
be air, Fab Prikes bin. eee the 
- heart with. bis aucli. 


to the mana enient; c of 11. war, 
Nate , c0gagd, ik 

alte with the 98 of ten thouſand 
— he would produce the head of Da- 
"a 3. adding, 


bach of. the Mn at once 
| 0 trapguill Ye. nd ſecure Ab- 
alc Prot polleſſion of the government. 


propoſal was: highly agreeable to 


1 5;but. before. } 10 ety to, a TO 

on, he. F Et 

49 705 5 75 e . 
fed 65 


reliſted: : While: theſe are on: your ide VICE. 1 
| A he) my attachment may beidepended: 


n 


7 N Gee being n. now held with x re- 


e ſhould be en- : . 


WA 


wa CA =, ==> Fo 


band adviſe 


G ed to croſs 


the Jordan, 2 
dam. xyũ. 
kl 


being tranſmitted to them, the young men 


furlongs;* they were diſcovered by ſome 


men on horſeback, of which circumſtancej}on account of his preſent diſtreſſed eircum- 


for them to be taken into cuſtody, 


their courſe towards Behurim, a ſmall vil- 


times for. the proper name of a 7 when appel- 


AP. IX. 


ed with his courape and his {kild. Our 
advances will undoubtedly be announced: 
to him; and it is probable, that his troops 
will wait to engage us, in ſome wood, 
valley, or behind à rock; or ſhould we 
advance to attack them, they would pro- 
bably retreat; by degrees, ; till we are ſur- 
rounded. I would with you, Sir, to con- 
ſider, | that in an emergency, ſuch as 1 
ſpeak of, whether the encouragement given 


into-which we ſhould be thrown, would 
not create a confuſion extremely favourable 
to your army. I would recommend, Sir, 
that you ſhould yourſelf take the command 
of the army, and marching againſt David, he 


muſt be compelled to ſeek for ſhelter with- 
in the walled towns and ſtrong holds, or elſe} 
to take the open field; and in the latter caſe, | 


our numbers will be ſufficient to effect 
his immediate deſtruQion. But if he ſhould 
att only on the defenſive, it will be pru- 
dent in you to have recouſſe to other mea- 


ſures, ſuch as ſtarving, mining, and bat-| 
This advice was unanimouſly 
preferred to that of Achitophel. ' Abſalom | 
himſelf giving his voice in favour of Hu- 


8 


tering. 


ſhai's propofftions. It is, however, to be 
obſerved; chat tHis event Happened in con- 
ſequence of the direction of divine provi- 
dence. ; 3 7 ; 


Huſhai now haſtened to Abiathar and 


Zadock, and having reported to them the 
reſult of the conference, urged them in- 
ſtantly to diſpatch a meſſage to David, ad- 
viſing him to croſs. the River Jordan that 
night, ſince if any alteration ſhould take 
place in the ſentiments of the enemy, they 


tageous ſituation. f 
To facilitate the communication of intel- 
ligence to David, Abiathar and Zadock, the 
high-prieſts had provided lodgings without 
the city for their ſons, and had appointed 
a confidential female ſervant to convey to 
them ſuch diſpatches as they were to de- 
liver to the king. The above information 


| 


{et out in order to communicate the fame: 
to David, but having proceeded about two 


Abſalom being informed, he iſſued orders 


Being appriſed of their danger, the meſ- 
ſengers quitted the high road, and directed 


——— wy” „ 


** 
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N About a quarter of a mile. | 
F In Lat. Caſtra. in Heb. Mahanaim. This 
word is ſometimes uſed appellatively, and ſome- 


latively, it may be tranſlated into Engliſh [the camp] 
when for the proper name of a place [CHESTER. ] 
It derived its origin from Jacob's returning out o 


Meſopotamia into Canaan ; as we read in Gen. 


-V BiY* F'L A'V1 USL) oO SBEHM $4 | 


where they met with à Woman, who was! 


ſo charitable as to conduct them to a place 
of concealment; after lowering them into 
a well, the threw the fleins of ſome beaſts 
over it. [Preſently afterwards, the puxſuers 
came to the houle, and enquired of the wo- 
man, whether ſhe had ſeen ſüeh perſons 
as they deſcribed to her; ſhe acknowledg- 


ae Yi. ed that ſhe had, adding, that after drin 2 
to the enemy; joined to the conſternation ¶ ing at the gate, they continued their jour- 


ney, and might be eafily overtaken, fince 
they could not have proceeded far. After 
a diligent but unſucceſsful ſearch for ſome 
time, the purſuers returned to - Jeruſalem: 
All danger being over, the woman drew 
the meſſengers out of the well, and having 
expreſſed their acknowledgements for the 
ſervice they had received, they departed, 
and coming up with David, informed hun 
of the meaſures intended to be adopted by 


191 


Abſalom.” Though they did not arrive till 


late, David and his people croſſed the riyer 
before morning. rn 

Achitophel was ſo much chagrined that 
Huſhai's advice had been preferred to his, 


% 


that mounting his aſs, he retired to his 


houſe at Galamon, and aſſembling his fa- 
mily, acquainted them what counſel he 
had given to Abſalom, who had rejected it; 


would ſoon prove ruinous to him, for that 
David would conquer him, and recover 
the ſovereign | 
(ſaid he) it is leſs diſgraceful for me to meet 
death while I can boaſt my freedom, than 
to wait the re-eſtablifhment of the king, 


y, they [when I ſhall be facrificed by the father for 
might attack him in his preſent difadvan- 


the ſervices I have done the ſon.” He 


had no ſooner thus expreſſed himſelf, than 


he retired to a private room, and hanged 
himſelf, from a ' conſciouſneſs of his own 
demerits. 


David having paſſed the river Jordan, 
and arrived at Mahanaim, + one of the 
try, Sip 
of Gilead, treated him with the utmoſt 11- 
principal perſons of that diſtrict; not only 


ſtances, but from the recollection of his 


tion of theſe people, that David and his 
retinue were amply ſupplied with meat; 


| bread, wine, lodging, and every other ar- 


1 
—— 3 * 


* * TI 


xxxil. I; 2. „nd Jacob weht on his way and the 


angels of God met him. And when Jacob ſaw 
them, he ſaid, This is God's hoſt; and he called 


the name of that place Mahanaim.” i. e. the camp, 


from the angels who pitched their tents by his. 


Afterwards a city was built here, which, from ghat 
circumſtance, obtained the name of Mahanaim. 


3 B 


ticle 


berality and affection, as did alſo all the 


adding, that the rejection of this advice 


authority: And now 


Achitophel 
goes home, 
and hangs 
himſelf, 

2 Sam. xvii. 


23. 


David paſſes 
the Jordan, 


moſt I cities in that part of the coun- and goes to 
ar, a prince of Ammon, Barzillai 1 
and Machir, two of the chief inhabitants 


former dignity. Such was the kind affec- 
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tigle that could contribute either: to. theiry, 
ſupport, or accommodation, 101. 


THE ANN LQGUITIES OF. 


In the mean time. Sea afſergbled. 4 
large army to oppoſe David, and! croſſing 
the river Jordan, enamped nean Mabanaim, 
a town, of, Gilead Of this arm) Amaſa, 
was, appointed. general, in t een of ſo- 

ab: Zeruich, the mother of, Joab, and 
Abigail, the, mother of, o maſas were che 
ſiſters of David. 55. 


On a review, of the 1 2 David PERS 


tered only four thouſand men,z; yet with | 


this ſmall number he determined rather" t to 
act offenſively, than to wait till he ſhould 
be attacked by - Abſalom ;. he therefore ſe- 
parated his army into three.: diviſions, and 
90 proper -  olficers © to..cach, giving 
© 
Abiſhai, and the third to Ittai, the Gittite. 
The king would willingly | have been preſent 
with the army ; but in this he was oppoſed 
by his adherents, .,who urged; that it. they 
ſhould be vanquiſhed while he was in x 
field, their whole plan would be, „ 
and the conteſt at an end; 


contrary, if one of the diviſions ſhould be; 
routed, the reſt might retreat to him, and 


the king's abſenge from the field might 1 in- 


Abſalom en- duce the enemy to think that he had ano- 


camps near ther army which had not made its appear- 
bis father ance. 


with a might 
3 fluenced to remain at Mahanaim: but he 


army com- 

manded by bound his adherents by every { ſacred tie, to 

r diſcharge their duty manfully ; :requeſting, 

N Abigail, that if Providence ſhould decree the victory 
er. . 


in their favour, they would ſpare the life 
of his ſon Abſalom; for in caſe of his death, 
his own life would become of no value; 
Abſalom no ſooner remarked the diſpoſi- 
tion of Joab's diviſion, which; was on a 


plain, with a wood behind them, than he a 


_ oppoſed his own troops to them in a ſimi- 
lar ſituation. As ſoon as the two armies 


engaged, equal valour appeared to Inſpire 
either party; the one anxious to recover 
David's loſs, and the other no leſs fo to 


ſupport the uſurpation of his rebellious ſon. 
At length the brave veterans under Joab, 


diſdaining to ſlacken their efforts on account 


Joab in the of being oppoſed by a vaſt ſuperiority of 


end puts the 


wa ing routed them, purſued the flying divi- 
2 Sam. ſions, through woods, over mountains, and 
8 16 Ver. in ſhort, wherever they ſought for ſhelter. | 
; Thoſe-who were Hain jo the field were e 
Twenty mated at twenty thouſand, excluſive of || 
thoulana - which; great numbers fell in the purſuit, 
killed upon 


the place, ib, and many priſoners were taken. 


As 


—_—_— 


— 


8 About pounds nine illings and two.pence 
Engliſh money, ſuppoſing, as we have before, that a 
ſhekel was worth two ſhilliugs and ſeven pence ; 
but in 2 Sam, xviii 11. it is no more than ten ſhe- 


firſt diviſion. to Joab, the ſecond. to 


whereas,: on the 


THE VE WIS, 


„ Abſalom was ſo remarkable, both oh ac. 
Ioan of his height, and the comelineſs of 
his perſoni that the attentien of the conquer. 
ors was particularly directed towards him ; 
in order therefore, to avoid being made a 
| priſoner, he, mountęd his fwifteſtanule, and 
rode off with'the utmoſt ſpeed of the beaſt; 
but the wind blowing his long hair above 
his head, it caught to-the-boughob a tree, 


he informed Joab of the circumſtance; 
ordered the man to haſten back to the ſpot, 


| and ſtab Abſalom, adding, that his reward 


for that action ſhould be fifty ſhekels of 61. 
ver . The ſoldier however refuſed, ſay⸗ 
ing his. conſent could not-be purchaſed with 
two thouſand ſhekels, ſince the King had 
ordered his ſon's life to be ſpared. Upon 
this, Joab ordered the man to conduct him 
to the ſpot, and oh his, arrival. there, he 
ſtruck his jayelix' through the heart of Ab- 
ſalom, who was yet alive when he received 


y theſe arguments David was in- 


numbers, broke the enemy's ranks, and hav- 


the ſtroke. Joab's armour bearers being 


formed a kind of rude ſepulchre, by piling 


upon it a number of ſtones. Joab now or- 


dered a retreat to be ſounded, Abſalom be- 
ing ſlain, a further effuſion of blood being 


his death, Abſalom had cauſed: a marble 


King's Valley, near Jeruſalemy; intending it 
as a laſting memorial of himſelf, - if he 
ſhould die without children, and: giving it 
the name of The hand of Abſalom.“ 
He left three ſons and a daughter; the lat- 


ter became the wife of Rehoboam, the ſon 


of ee and the mother of Abi. 


C HAP. X. 


— 
—— 
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Pau mY Jewes: for the 4500 af bis þ 2 nth 
by: tfalem, aud is reproved by Joab.. The 
Eing grants har don to Sbimel. The tribe 
of Judah: adbere to David, but the other 
tribes revolt. Amaſa. marches in purſuit 
of Sheba. Foab treacherouſly kills Ama- 


account of Saul's - diſobedience, a famine 
prevails among the Iſraelites. As a pu- 
 niſhment for David's diſobedience, the 
land is viſited by a ade Jamme. 


HE death of: Abſalom was no ſoon- 

er known, than his army diſperſed, 

the men repairing to their reſpective habi- 
tations. Ahimaaz, the ſon ied Zadock, the 


— Tg 


kels of Ever, that is, one pound five ſhillings and 
ten pence, and a girdle ; the value of which, might 
perhaps make Vp the difference, 


high- 


(Boog y 


„ Abſal 
and the mule continuing her courſe, he was un ot 


left ſuſpended to the branch His ſitua. angie y 
tion being obſerved by one of David's troops, b) 185 


Ver. g. | 


preſent;, they took the body from the tree, 


and buried it in a pit, over Which they 
ſome mode might be adopted to recruit the 


army: and, excluſive of this conſideration, 


deemed; unneceſliry.. Some time before 


column to be erected in a place called thje 


Ja, whoſe, bead is carried to David. On 


Uph, 
lair 


Ap. X. g 


high-prieſt; requeſted-Joab,, that he might 
be the meſſenger to inform the king of the 
victory his army had obtained, ſince it, was | 
evidently the reſult of the interference of 
Providence; but Joab replied, that as he 
had hitherto carried the, king only good 
news; he would be an imptroper meſſenger 
of the death of his ſon; he therefore or- 
dered Cuſhi to be the bearer of this intelli- 
gence, as he had been witneſs to the event; 
but Ahimaaz urged that David's concern 
for the loſs of his ſon, would yield to, his 
joy, on the general import of the meſſage. 
Hereupon Joab permitted him to go; and 
as he was acquainted with the neareſt road, 
he arrived before Cuſhi. 
While David was ſitting at the 
his palace, anxious to learn the event of 
the battle, a ſervant brought him intelli- 
gence that he could diſcern a man ad- 
vancing haſtily toward them, but that he 
was not near enough to aſcertain his perſon. 
David began to conſole himſelf with the 
hope of good news, when the ſervant told 
him that he ſaw a ſecond perſon running, 
which ſtill increaſed bis expectations. By 
this time the firſt meſſenger was come very 
near, and proved to be Ahimaaz, who 
travelled in a chariot. This man (faid: 
David) certainly brings me acceptable in- 
telligence; and ſcarcely had he pronounced 
theſe words, when Ahimaaz proſtated him- 
ſelf before the king, who inſtantly de- 
manded what news from the army. To 
this Ahimaaz replied, Succeſs and vic- 
tory.” The king then eagerly enquired 
the fate of Abſalom, . to which the meſ- 
ſenger anſwered, that he had no ſooner been 
a witneſs: of the victory, than he hurried 
away withithe news ; that his orders from 
Toab were given in haſte, and related ſole- 
ly to the advantage gained over the.enemy, 
without regard to Abſalom, of whom, 
however, he knew the troops were in 
purſuit; from the noiſe and clamour he had 
heard He had ſcarcely done ſpeaking, 
when Cuſhi arrived, and throwing himſelf 
at David's feet, was interrogated with re- 
Avid a. gard to the fate of Abſalom : to which he 
— 3 replied, May all the enemies of my lord 
ſom, 28am. the king be no more ſucceſsful than Ab- 
w4s fſalom has been! Intelligence thus fatal 
to the hopes of David, turned a day of joy 

into ſorrow and lamentation. The king 

was inconſolable for the loſs of his ſon; 

and the people were equally aſtoniſned and 
grieved, that their ſovereign ſhould thus 

afflict himſelf for the death of a rebel, by 

which his life and crown were ſecured. 
David, however, retired to the top of one 

of the higheſt towers of the city, ſmitting 

tis breaſt, tearing his hair, and grievoully 
lamenting the death of Abſalom. While 
David was thus giving vent to his ſorrows, 


— 


| 


„ BN IEE ANIS JOSEPHUS. 


| 


gate of 


Joab led the army tri umphantly into the 
city. The general was greatly diſcon- 
certed ypon finding that the king, by a- 
bandoning himſelf to affliction, caſt a 
gloom over the, general joy, thettby'givibg 
his army the appearance of being vanquiſh- 
ed, rather than of having game i plendid 
victory, Finding the king fo entirely un- 
der the dominion of ſorrow, Joab judged 
it prudent to explain his ſentiments with a 
fredom becoming ſo intereſting an occaſion; 
and therefore he addreſſed him in terms to 
the following effect. 4 ir e q had 

« Conſider, Sir, what ma 


: 


43 y be the re- Joab freel 
ſult of your conduct, and that intffeCtual 39monithes i, 
lamentations are highly inconfiftent with exceſſive and 
the dignity of your ſtation and character, unſeaſonable 
ſceming to indicate 'a contempt both of?“ e. 5 73 
yourſelf and of your family, and a parti2 

ality towards the enemies, that in mercy 

to you, the Almighty has been Pleaſed 

to doom to deſtrution., Had Abfalom 

proved victorious, be aſſured, that he would 

have exulted in the exerciſe of his uſurped 
authority, denying commiſeration both 'to 

yourſelt and your army. On the contrary, 

he would have conſigned us to deſtruction; 

ind yourſelf and your family would have 

been the firſt victims to his vengeance. 

This exceſs of ſorrow for the death of your 

molt inveterate enemy, is contrary both to 

the principles and honour and the dictates of 

reaſon, Be it admitted, that he was your 

ſon, yet ſo atrocious was his malice and 
ingratitude, that you have abundant cauſe 

to thank Heaven, that you have no longer 

ſo dangerous a rival intitled to that ſacred 
appellation, Reſume your fortitude, ap 
pear before your ſubjects, and acknowledge 
that, next to Heaven, you are indebted to 
their valour and fidelity for your ſucceſs. 
Permit me, Sir, to ſay, that, if you fail 
to reſiſt this deſponding humour, your army 
will deſert, and your crown will be loſt; 
ſo that you will then have great and ſub- 
ſtantial cauſe for lamentations and com- 
plaints..” . | | 
Such was the effect of this addreſs, that g e 
the king reſolved to moderate his ſorrow, covers his 
and direct his attention to the ſecurity of fortitude, 8. 
his government, and the happineſs of his 

ſubjects. He. appeared before the palace- 

gate, with the utmoſt complacency in his 
countenanee and deportment ; and this al- 

teration was ſo ſatisfactory to the people, 

that they reſorted to him in great numbers 

from all parts, and repeated their vows of 
allepiance and fidelity to their ſovereign. 

The late adherents to Abſalom now diſ- 

patched meſſengers acroſs the country, to 

adviſe. their friends to recollect the various 
obligations under which they were bound 

to David, for the numerous fatigues, toils 

and dangers , which he had e 

or 


| 


| 
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for aſſerting the common rights and liber- || hath appointed to rule over you ?” Da. 
ties of the Hebrew nation; how ungene- || vid, in reply ſaid, Be at peace, no farther 
ous they had acted in ſupporting a rebel- || foment old diviſions, by feeking-but new 
. 5 lian againſt him; adviſing an immediate cauſe of diſquietude. Conſider this as the 
public ac. ſubmiſſion; and that they ſhould unite in || day on which 1 commence thy reign; and 
knowledg- acknowledging him as their legal ſovereign, || obſerve what I moſt ſolemnly ſwear. Every 
8 and that again he would take them under || one is now abſolutely forgiven by me; ang 
to David, ver. his royal protection. $579 ; as | I hereby engage, that not any perſon, of 
3 In conſequence hereof, David received || what rank or condition ſoever, ſhall ſuffer 
addreſſes in great numbers, which he diſ- on account of any inſult offered to myſelf, 
patched to Zadock and Abiathar, the high- || or to any other on my account : and you, 
rieſts, inſtructing them how to treat With Shimei, may now reſt at eaſe, for your 
the heads of the tribe of Judah, to confirm || life is no longer in danger.” 
his reſtoration. Hereupon, the high-prieſts || Mephiboſheth, the grandſon of Saul, 
repreſented to them how ſcandalous it || now approached the king, in diſguiſe, on {he nx ; 
would be for them to remain indifferent, || account of a vow by which he had bound Med 
while others were taking the lead in an act himſelf when David was driven from his fed. 
of common Juſtice to ſo benevolent a prince || palace, that he would neither cut off his 
who was, moreover, of their own tribe. || hair, nor change his clothes, till his ſo. 
This mode of addreſs inſpired a ſpirit of || vereign ſhould be reſtored. Ziba had 
emulation as to who ſhould be moſt zealous || traduced Mephiboſheth to David ; for on 
in the ſervice of the king. The high- || the latter enquiring how he could deſert 
Amaſa comes prieſts were alſo . inſtructed to enquire of || him in the day of diſtreſs, he attributed 
over tothe Amaſa, how it happened that he, the the fault to Ziba, who had diſobeyed his 
re of king's nephew, by his own ſiſter, had commands, and treated him with the ut- 
failed to model the army to a diſpoſition} moſt inſolence. He further ſaid that not- 
fit for the reſtorationfof the true government: || withſtanding the miſrepreſentations of Zi- 
and it was hinted to Amaſa, that David || ba, he would have joined his ſovereign, 
would give him the ſame poſt, he held un- || but that he was prevented by the infirmity 
der Abſalom, and Iikewiſe grant him a free || of lameneſs; acknowledging that in the 
Fü I remiſſion of the harſh treatment received = 
In this mode the high-prieſts treated from his grandfather Saul, his family were 1 1 RY 
with the heads of the tribe; and likewiſe || under great obligations to the benevolent of Meytibe 
The RE IN with Amaſa, who, by the promiſe above- || and forgiving temper of David, to whom _ 
ſeverally ac. Mentioned, was eaſily attached to the || he had himſelf been indebted for the reco- 
3 king's intereſt. The firſt tribe that ſent very of an ample fortune, which he might 
3 deputies to David, to invite him to re-aſ-ſtill have inherited, but for the treacherous 
. ſume the regal government, was that of ſu- and falſe inſinuations of Ziba. Perſuaded 
dah ; and partly by the influence of this || of the truth of what Mephibotheth had ſaid, 
example, and partly through that of Amaſa, the king ſaid he would immediately order 
all the tribes agreed to receive the king at || Ziba to reſtore one half of the eſtate entruſt= 
| Jeruſalem. Among the foremoſt to pay ed to his management; when Mephibo- 2 
the tribute of ſubmiſſion was the ſaid tribe || ſheth replied, that Ziba ſhould be welcome king's fac 
of Judah, who advanced to meet him even || to the whole, ſince he had the happineſs 
to the banks of the Jordan. There likewiſe || of ſeeing his ſovere:gn reſtored to his throne 
went Ziba, a freed-man of Saul's with fif- || and kingdom. Eg 
teen children, and twenty ſervants ; and a Barzillai, the Gileadite, a man of virtue 
thouſand Benjamites, der by Shimei and honour, had been long the ſteady friend 
the ſon of Gera. Thee all combined with [of David, whom he had aſſiſted in deeds 
the tribe of Judah, to throw a bridge ac- of heroiſm; and, on this occafion, Bar- 
roſs the river, that David and his troops || zillai could not deny himſelf the pleaſure 
might paſs with greater convenience. Jof attending the king on his way to the 
When the king had reached the river || river Jordan. David entreated him to ac- 
fide, the tribe of Judah firſt paid their 0-||company him to Jerufalem, aſſuring him, 
bedience : then Shimei, approaching the || that he ſhould be ſupplied with every con- 
bridge, humbled himſelf at the feet of || venience to render his old age comfortable. 
David, implored his pardon, requeſt-|| To this invitation Barzillai replied, that a Bunt 
ing that his ready ſubmiſſion, and un- retired and private life was now more eligi- gelt to 
feigned repentance, might be accepted || ble to him, than all the gaiety aud ſplen- David.. 
in extenuation of his former crimes. - In dour of a palace; for that he was eighty | 
anſwer to this, Abiſhai, the brother to years of age, and had outlived all taſte for 
Joab, exclaimed, ** Think you thus eafily || the pleaſures of a court; his chief care now 
to compenſate for all the inſults that || being to give directions for his funeral, and 


you have offered to the king whom rnd prepare for another world. For theſe rea- 
{ons 
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bx, BY FLAVIUS JOSEPKYS, " 


ſons he requeſted his Majeſty” 8 rmiſſion to Violent and. facticus diſpgſition exclaing 
return, any dwell at his own abr where || in a loud Voice, 9 55 In, do an 


he might live in the way moſt agreeable | talk to us of a part in David? What on. 
to himſelf: he ſaid farther, that he could nexion can we haye with the ſon of: Jeſſe 2 
no longer receive. pleaſure from luxurious || 115 then ordered a trumpet. to be 16 585 1 
living; and with regard to dancing, ſing- an | oelamation to he made, ff in 
ing, and the ſatisfaction ariſing from - the den de 55 might d epart to ak 4 
accordance of voice mn inſtrument, he and tg 05 moment 1 was conß 

was no longer ſuſceptible of, for he 9 8 that, a War, Was declared, a David; the 
ill ſen almoſt deprived of his hearing. In conli- || majority appearing to adhere to the 

275 deration of theſe reaſons, David was in- | of EP ; but the trabe of: 1755 Sill bd 
lem. 38. duced: to part with Barzillai, on, condition th Hong © „ 
that his ſon Achimanus“ ſhould go with corel 7A 


him, af 1 0 Ie ſuch Ae as his 8 res . in b. e i David dit 
Ve y could , w1 propriet + DRITOW on E, Was $4, remo I palace all miſſes, vith 
Barzillai committed [A ſon to the ai a 1 4 Yom Pls falom ha Dre üb- Proper _ 
TS s care, with every acknowledgment lich. aa jo he, gave prilers for concubines 
of the hanour done them, and retired to{| ther bei | that had been 


«| as. and AcCom- violated by 
his own houſe, after offering up his warm- modated, eg — N 0 for them, Abſalom: 


eſt wiſhes and prayers for the long and though from this time, he never held any 
proſperous reign of David, _ || correpondence with them. f next pro- 
= David's arrival angels he found that [| moted Amaſa to the rank 0 ee in 
ni his followers confiſted of one half of the the room 3 Joab, arderi m to aſſemble 
ul, 40. nation, including the whole tribe of all the oy he could mg. by tribe of Ju- 
Judah. As this time there came to Pavid, | dah, and prepare to march within three 
many of the chief men of the country, fol- days, againſt. Sheba. This commifſion 
lowed by vaſt multitudes of people, who. Amaſa endeayoured to execute with all 
reflected on the tribe of Judah, for their poſſible expedition; but not being able to 
preſumption in waiting upon "the King, [|afſemble them ſo ſoon as he withed, Da- 
without the concurrence of their brethren, vid grew impatient, and on the third day; 
as in reaſon they ought to have gone all ſpoke to Joab, to the following purport: 
in a body. To this the tribe of Judah re- There is no time to be loſt i in counter- 
plied, that they hoped their brethren would acting the deſigns. of Sheba: do you, there 
not be offended that they had made the fore, . inſtantly aſſemble ſuch troops as are 
firſt offer of their ſervices, as they conſi - in readineſs, together with my fix hundred 
dered it as a duty to which they were veterans, ; and, taking. your brother Abi- 
bound by their affinity to the king, which] thai as your afliſtant, march againſt and 
had made them more zealous. on the oc- engage him, thereby preventing a poſſibi- 
caſion than otherwiſe they "ſhould have lity of his arranging his forces; for ſhould 
been: they averred, that they had not a] there be any delay on our part, time will 
view toany private advantage in what they be given for him to increaſe his ſtrength ; 
had done, and thought that this teſti- and when 1 in poſſeſſion of —— ſtrongly for- 
mony of their zeal ought not to give any tified place, we may find it a work of 
_ offence to thoſe who. were later in their greater Faicgeule) to diſlodge him, than it 
profeſſions of loyalty and attachment. This was to ſubdue Abſalom.” 


mode of arguing was not in the leaſt pleaſ-  Immedliataly n receiving > the above 
ing to the 4 — tribes, «who Rte 474 i" 


60 Wherefore ſhould you in particular, ſeck forces, and marched. in Marla of Sheba. | 

the favour of the king, as if he was not Joab arriving at Gibeqn, a village about 
equally the governor of us all; for ſuch forty furlongs from Jeruſalem, he met 

the providence of God has appointed him? Amada, at the head of a numerous army. As 
We, who are eleven tribes out of the Amaſa was approaching to ſalute the other Joab trea- 
twelve, claim to be conſidered in that pro- general, Joab, who-wore a breaſt plate, let ft Ls Anat 
portion; and we are of opinion, that you tall his ſwordandthen; adyancin took Amaſa 5 
have treated us very ill, in goin by e by the beard, under pretence of 75 aluting Bo 
ſelves to the king, befare vou ad given but at that inſtant thruſt his {word into 
us any intimation of your intentions. his body, ſo that he died on the ſpot. This 

During this debate among the principal act of treachery can only be accounted for, 

men of the ſeveral tribes, Sheba the ſon by ſuppoſing that Joab was jealous of the 


of Bichri, of Be: tube of Benjamin, F a 1 of Amaia in the : Hing's fa- 
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* Script. Chimham. 1 Soutething more than four miles Engliſh 
+ The Scripture ſays it was Abidhai he. fo ad- || meaſure. 
dreſſed. 2 Sam, xk. 1. 7. 
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vour, he being a young man of ſingular 
accompliſhments. It ſhould be mention- 
ed, that Joab was guilty of another act that 
cannot be defended ; namely, the mux- 
der of Abner, unleſs he may be juſtified 
on the principle of avenging the death of 
his brother Hazael: but with reſpe& to 
his atrocious cruelty to Amaſa, nothing can 
be pleaded either in extenuation or ex- 
cuſe. 


After the death of Amaſa, Joab and A- 


biſliai proceeded in ſearch of Sheba, leaving 
a a perſon in care of the body of the deceaſ- 
ed, with orders to proclaim that he was a 
wicked man, and that his puniſhment had 
been proportioned to his-demerits. Pro- 
clamation was alſo made, that the friends 
of the king were to follow Joab and Abi- 
ſhai. While the body of Amaſa lay ex- 
poſed, great numbers of people reſorted to 
view it, whereupon it was removed to a 
neighbouring village. Joab now traverſ- 
ed the whole country, before he was in- 
formed, that Sheba had taken refuge in a 
fortified town called Abel-Maacha.+ The 


he determined to lay fiege to it; and in 
purſuance of that deſign, iſſued orders for 
throwing up. a trench round the place, 
undermining the walls, and making pre- 
parations for an aſſault to be made by means 
of batteries. bs 
Ds i While meaſures were purſuing prepara- 
acha, calls to tory to aſſaulting the town, a female in- 
Joab from the habitant, zealous in the ſervice -of her 
walls, charg- | 8 
ing him with Country, aſcended the battlements, and 
injuſtice in called out to Joab, requeſting that. ſhe 
vehezing te might ſpeak to him, without the hearing 
xx. 17, 18, of his ſoldiers. In compliance with her 
19. deſire, the general advanced to the walls, 
when ſhe addreſſed him to this effect: 
« The Almighty hath appointed kings and 
governors to rule over, and preſerve the 
different communities of mankind in peace 
and concord : but without having received 


any injury or provocation whatever, 


A woman of 


army with the profeſſed deſign of deſtroy- 
ing one of the moſt conſiderable cities, in 
the land of Ifrael.” Joab diſclaimed en- 


wiſhed not to be driven to the neceſſity of 
aſſaulting the town, or of offering injury 
to the inhabitants; and as a proof of the 
fincerity of this declaration, he faid, he 
would immediately withdraw his army aiter 
Sheba, the rebellious ſon of Bichri, ſhould 
| Joab pro- be ſurrendered to him, in order to be dealt 
mou to quit with according to juſtice. She then faid, 
3. de- if he would ſuſpend his operations for a 

ſhort time, the head of Sheba ſhould be 


livery of 
Sheba, v. 21. thrown over the walls to him. This be- 
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had been treacherouſly ſhed by Saul, ap- 


. 
you 
now appear at the head of a formidable 


+ Script. Beth-Maachah, 


[Book yy 
ing agreed to, the woman adldreſſed the 
inhabitants of the - tewn on the expedi. 
ency of averting the deſtruction with which 
they were threatened by the ſacrifice of She. 
ba, from whom, the alledzed, her country. 
men had not received ſuch ſervices as 
ſhould induce them to yield him protecti- 
on, at the expence of their own ſafety. It 
was unanimouſly agreed, that Joab's qe. 
mand ſhould be complied with, and She. 
ba's head was accordingly cut off; after 
which the troops marched back to Jeru- 
falem. 1 3 

Upon the return of the army, David The veg: 
declared Joab commander in chief of his N 
troops; he gave the command of the body e be 
guard, and of the {ix hundred veterans, to“ * 
Benaiah ; the office of treaſurer was con- 
ferred upon Adoram ; Achilaus and Saba- 
thes were nominated treaſurers ; Suſa was 
made ſecretary, and Abiathar and Za- 
dock were continued in the high prieſt- 
hood. | 
Soon after matters had been thus adjuſt- A famine 


——_— 


Sheby; > 
8 off, and 
thrown org 
the wall, 
ver. 22. 


ed, a moſt dreadful famine raged in the 'Þ* land, ud 
gates of this town being ſhut againſt Joab, | 


land ; when David implored the Almighty 2 
to inform him of the cauſes of that cala- 2 Sin. . 
mity, and the means whereby it might be me 
removed. The anſwer of the prophets ihe bo 


the blood of 
was, that the blood of the Gibeonites, who the Ci. 


beonites 
eried for ven- 


pealed to Heaven for vengeance; for the gearce, ivid 
violence committed upon thoſe people was 
not only in oppoſition to the rights of na- 
tural equity, but to Joſhua's promiſe and 
oath, which the elders had. ratified. The 
prophets, therefore, adviſed the king to 
compenſate the injury ſuſtained by the Gi- 


| beonites, in the murder of their citizens, 


in ſuch manner as they ſhould require, on 
which the Almighty would avert the pre- 
ſent judgment. As ſoon as David heard 
this, he ſent for the Gibeonites, and de- 
manded what recompence they would with :' 
they anſwered, ** Let ſeven of the ſons of 
Saul, or perſons of his race, be given up 
to our diſpoſal.” Hereupon David gave 
orders that ſeven of them thould be fought 


for ; but with an exception in favour of 


| Mephiboſheth, on account of Bis father 
tertaining ſo wicked an intention; for he 


Jonathan. Theſe being given to the Gi- 
beonites, they were appeaſed, and inflict- 
ed ſuch puniſhments on them as they 
thought proper : immediately after which 
rain fell in great abundance, the earth re- 
covered its former verdure, and produced 
the accuſtomed plenty. f 
Soon afterwards, David marched his David 2 
forces againſt the Philiſtines, whom he jt... 
attacked and routed ; but being too eager 
in the purſuit, he was obſerved, when alone 
and fatigued, by Achmon, the fon of Ar- 
aph, a man of the gigantic race, armed with 
a ſword, a coat of mail, and a lance which 
weigh. 
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won weighed three hundred ſhekels *, ho turn- (gagement with their victorious adverfarics: ; 
ies Did ing quick on the king, beat him down, and The war being concluded, and 
de 


ih 


U 
f 


_— danger David had been in, and his provi- ſongs, which were written in various 
| dential deliverance, ſo much affected the meaſures, the king ordered ſhould be ſung. 


ſearing never again perſonally to engage ſoleam feſtivals, being accompanied with 
in war; for that the bleſſings derived to muncal inſtruments, among which were 
the nation by his government, were in the the phaſtery, having twelve ſtrings, to be 
utmoſt danger of being loſt, from that na- played upon with the fingers, an inſtrument 
tural intrepidity whereby he was induced with twelve ſtrings which ſounded upon 
is xpoſs kanſas: to the moſt imminent || being touched with”a quill; and cymbals of 
dangers. LT CIS MES! | contiderable. ze made of brass. 
3 Soon after the above engagement, the David was attended by a number of per- 
E Philiſtines rallied their forces, and ap- ſons diſtinguiſhed for their talents, cour- 
ab. pointed a general rendezvous at Gaza, | age and integrity; and among them were 
m 25" hither David diſpatched an army to at- eight-and-thirtyF, who had, on divers oc- 
| tack them. In this expedition, Sobach, caſions, fignalized themſelves in a very pe- 
the Hittite, acquired great reputation by culi g manner. I ſhall particularly men- 
putting to death 'with his pubs, noe , ſeve—|| tiom-nve of theſe, as being ſufficient to af- 
ral of thoſe among the enemy who were] ford an opportunity of judging of the cha- 
as remarkable for ſtrength as for their gi- || racters of the reſt. 7% le 
gantic ſtature. In ſhort, the ſucceſs of Iſſem, F the ſon of Achem, ſtands firſt 
David's army was, in a great meaſure, on the liſt : he ſeveral times broke the ene- 
owing to his extraordinary exertions of bra- my'sgranks, and in one encounter killed 
very. After being again defeated, the nine hundred of them with his own hand. 
Philiſtines brought another army into the The ſecond is Elcazar, the ſon of Dodo 
field, to oppoſe whom, David ſent a de- who reigned in Araſam. This hero, when 
tachment of troops. An engagement tak- buen Iſraelites, were overpowered by num 
ing place, Nephan, a kinſman to David, bers, and put to flight, ſingly reſiſted the 
ſignalized himſelf by uncommon feats off enemy, of whom he put great numbers to 
valour, and particularly in killing in fingle|| death, and fought with invincible bravery, 
combat one of the moſt celebrated 'wag- || till his hand was in a manner faſtened to 
riors in the Philiſtine army. Upon ſeeing bis ſword by the congealed blood. Ani- 
this man fall, his companions fled, and || mated by the example of Eleazar, the He- 
great numbers of them were put to the brews rallied, and returned to the charge 
ſword. 8 R BE nc, with ſuch fury, that they gained a com- 
In a ſhort: time, the Philiſtines again| pleat victory.  » 2223-8 
recruited their army, and took poſſeſſion || Sebas, ** the ſon of Illus, the third of 
of a town near the ſpot where the He- theſe heroes, being engaged with the Phi- 
brews were ſtationed. In their army was a ſtines, at a place which bore the name of 
man of the gigantic race, being ſix cubitsF the Faw, obſerving the Iſraelites retreating, 
in height, and having fix toes on each ſtood forth alone againſt all the oppoſing 
foot, and fix fingers to each hand. Thel troops: on whom he dealt deſtruction at 
Jak Slant, while fighting. at the head of his eVery blow, breaking their ranks, putting 
aged, party, was oppoſed in ſingle combat, and them to flight, and finally obtaining a com- 
3 {lain by Jonathan, the ſon of Shimei, which pleat victory. The above inſtances prove, 
exploit gave the conqueror great celebrity with whatardour of heroiſm theſe men were 
for his proweſs in war. The Philiſtines capable of tr onting the enemy in the field. 
were defeated; and the victory may be faid || They allo diſtinguiſhed themſelves on an- 
to have been deciſive in favour of the Iſrael- Other fingular occation. David being atJeru- 
ites ; for their repeated diſcomfitures had fo f VEre 
reduced the ſpirits of the enemy, that they ||? valley extending from the city to Bethle- 
were not at any ſubſequent. period, able to hem, about twenty furlongs@ he aſcended a 
colle ſufficient courage to hazard an en- | tower, to beg the advice of the Almighty 


tree ets 


* 


— 5 
OE " 4 


— 
2 


N . „ Adin, the Ezmite, who lift up his ſpear againſt 
* Between eleven and twelve pounds troy, es ; % 5 P9315 PEST A028 
f | This man muſt have bern at leaſt three yards __ hundred, whom he flew " age time.” 2 Sam, 
eight. | FEY HEY SIN Ty Script. Shamah, the fon of Aj 
* . a . o : 0 * Jee 
ah n but thirty-ſeven. 2 4 A little more than two miles Engliſh meaſure, 
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ce 

be er. would infallibly have killed him, but that | re- eſtabliſſted on a permanent baſis; * — capt * 

. at the inſtant came up Abiſhai, the bro- vid devoted nearly the whole of his tinie compoſes 
i... ther of ſoab, who ſtanding acroſs the king, || to the compoſition of pſalms and hymns mend be 

Els . attacked and flew Achmon. The great | in honour of the Almighty. Theſe Grins! 


army, that the officers inſiſted on his by the Levites on the Sabbaths and oth | 


ſalem, when the Philiſtines were encamped in 
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our of God. 
Sams xxli. 
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reſpecting the conduct and iſſue of the war. 
Being very thriſty, he ſaid to ſome friends 


who ſurrounded him, © How happy ſhould 


F be to have a draught of that water from 
the well adjoining to the gate of Bethle- 
hem.” The three men above-mentioned 


hearing theſe words, immediately departed, | 


and forcing their way through the camp 


of the Philiſtines, got to the well, drew | 
the water, and returned in the ſame man- 


ner. The boldneſs of this enterprize ſo 
aſtoniſhed the Philiſtines, that fcarce any of 


them had reſolution to oppoſe their pro- 


greſs. When they gave the water to Da- 
vid, he offered up his thanks to Heaver for 
the fafe return of thoſe who had procured 
it; but faid, that he could not- in con- 


ſcience drink it, as it had been purchaſed 


at ſuch imminent hazard; wherefore he 
poured it on the ground, as an oblation to 
the Deity. 


Abiſhai, the brother of Joab, claims the 


fourth place among theſe diſtinguiſhed men, 
in right of his having ſlain five hundred“ 
of the enemy in one day. 
Benaiah, one of the line of the 
hood, is the laſt T ſhall mention of theſe 
gallant heroes. 'This man being challeng- 
ed by two brothers, both diſtinguithed 
among the Moabites for their valour, en- 
gaged and vanquithed them. After this, 
he encountered an Egyptain, a man of a- 
mazing bulk and ſtrength, and though he 
was himſelf unarmed, and his opponent, 
well provided in all reſpects, yet he cloſed 
with him, wrenched his ſpear out of his 
hand, and killed him with it. Another 


feat which he performed, may, for its 


ſingularity, be poſſibly deemed ſuperior to 
the former, A lion having fallen into a 
it, a large quantity of ſnow. was driven 
into it, and covered up the mouth of it, 
on which the beaſt roared inceſſantly to be 
releaſed from his confinement. Benaiah 
hearing the noiſe, deſcended into the pit 


and killed the lion with a club. The a- | 


bove five may be juſtly ranked as eminent 


Warriors, and the other thirty-three were 


allowed to be their equals. | 
The king now reſolved to. number the 


people of Iſrael, to aſcertain what forces | 


could be raiſed on an emergency : but he 
did not recolle& an ordinance of Moſes, 
which decreed that, on every ſuch occa- 
ſion, half a ſhekel for each man ſhould be 
offered to God by way of oblation. David 
diſpatched orders to Joab to take the ac- 
count, which he declined as an unneceſſar 
buſineſs ; but the king would not be re- 


_ fuſed, ſaying that he would have it done 


immediately. In compliance with the ad- 


vice of the Scribes, and the heads of the 


= 
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* Threc hundred are mentioned in Scripture, | 


— 


prieſt- | 


Y || ſeventy thouſand people died between day- (to 65 


vine "mercy might be extended to them. ing to" 
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tribes, a computation. ' was made of the 
number of perſons inhabiting the whole 
country. At the end of nine months and 
twenty days, Joab repaired to the king at 
Jeruſalem, and informed him, that the 
number of the Iſraelites capable ol. bear. The. 

ing arms was nine hundred; thouſand, ex- mum 
cluſive of the tribes of Benjamin and Levi, vu 10 
of whom they had not then taken an ac.” 


count. He reported that the tribe of Jy. Gy 

X | Pardo 
dah alone contained four - thouſand. men David, by 
capable of engaging, in war. he 


While the above. buſineſs. was in progreſs, tir thing, 
the king repented of the orders he had if." yi 
ſued; and he was informed by the prophet 
that he had incurred the diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty $3 in conſequence Of which he David del. 
fervently implored and obtained forgivenneſs, denen in 
Soon afterwards the prophet Gad came to ria 
David, ſaying he was commiſſioned by the . 4 
Almighty to offer three alternatives, one of 
which he muſt fix upon: they were, a 
famine for ſeven years; to be harraſſed by 
and driven before the enemy for three 
months; or a peſtilence for three days. 
Being driven to this extremity, the king re- 
flected, that if he ſhould prefer a famine, 
he might incur the cenſure of being more 
regardful of his own then his people's in- 
{ tereſt ; for whatever might be their ſuffer- 
ings it was not likely that he himſelf 
could ſuſtain any conſiderable inconvenience, 
ſince his magazines were amply ſupplied ; 
that he ſhould be equally liable to reproach, 
if he choſe that the Hebrews ſhould fly before 
the enemy, becauſe his perſonal ſafety might 
be provided for in caſtles or fortreſſes; and 
that the calamity of a peſtilence threaten- 
ed kings and governors in common with 

the people under their juriſdiction. While 
deliberating on this ſubject, the prophet 
came to David, urging him to come to a 
{ſpeedy determination; whereupon he ſaid, | 
that, if it ſhould be agreeable to the divine 2 
will, he would rather prefer that his king- plague. 0 
dom ſhould be afflicted with a peſtilence, . 
ſince he ſnould expect greater mercy from 
God than from man. The prophet having 
made a report of the king's anfwer, the Iſ- 
raelites were immediately afflicted with the 
moſt dreadful diſtempers, whereby im- 
menſe numbers of them were carried off. 1 
Some were afflicted with ſuffocations, ſome .-s ſwep! 
with the moſt excrutiating internal pains, v7 "1 


—_— 


f f break of d 
others with ſwimmings of the head, lan- and dune 
gours, faintings; and various other diſeaſcs, in oY 
all fo ſudden and fatal in their effects, that eth tim: 


break and dinner-time. While his people . 
were afflicted with theſe dreadful calamities. 13. 
David humbling himſelf before the Al- a dn 
mighty fervently ſupplicated, that the di- gye,d, no 


Jeruſalem. 


Being thus engaged in prayer, he per- ver. 16. 


ceive 


r. XI. 


ceived an angel advancing towards Jeruſa- 
lem with a drawn ſword in his hand; 
whereupon he exclaimed, ©** Almighty God, 
let thy vengeance: fall upon the ſhepherd : 
but have pity on the flock, which hath not 
offended. Let thy wrath be poured forth 
againſt me, and my family; but ſpare my 
ſubjects. . Upon the interceſſion of David, 
the Almighty was pleaſed to ſtop the ra- 
vages of the N nd the prophet 
Gad directed /the king to repair immedi- 
ately to the threſhing- floor of Araunah, 
and there erect an altar, and offer up ſa- 
crifice upon it. 5 1 
He obeyed the prophet's order, and 
Araunah, who was threſhing his corn, 
obſerving the king and his ſons approach, 
went forth to pay his reſpects to him. A- 


raunah was a Jebuſite, and fo zealous an ad- 


herent to David that, at the hazard of 
his own life, as we have already mentioned, 
he provided for his ſafety when the city was 
conquered. del 
Araunah addreſſed himſelf to David, 
deſiring to be informed whether he could 
render him any ſervice; to which the king 
replied, that he was come to purchaſe his 


threſhing-floor, for the purpoſe of build- 


ing upon it an altar to be dedicated to God, | 


« Not only my threſhing-floor (faid Arau- 
nah) but'my ploughs, my oxen, and my 
burnt-offerings, are all at-the ſervice of my 
king, without expence; and I pray that 


\ your ſacrifice may be acceptable to God. 


This generofity was highly pleaſing to 
David, who - laid it would be wrong to 


ban bun Which he gave fifty ſhekels of filver.* This 
ns being | done, David was reſtored to the 


* favour of the Almighty, after ſacrificing 
fees upon burnt- offerings, and peace- offerings on the 


* 


b ver. 24, place. This was the very ſpot on which 


Abraham would have offered up his fon I- 


ſaac, but for the appearance of the ram in 

his place; of which we have already writ- 
n: ; 1 2 
The prayers of David being heard, and 


* i th. 
—ͤ— 


nicles xxl. 25, where this fact is again recorded, lays, 
{ix hundred ſhekels of goldſby weight; betwixt which 
there is an immenſe difference. That David gave 
Araunah more than fifty ſheke's of fityer, is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, fince fifty ſhekels of ſilver, (ad- 
mitting a ſhekel to be worth two ſhillings and 
ſeven pence in our money, which is the higheſt va- 
luation any writer has put upon it, wou'd amount 
to no more than fix pounds ſeven ſhillings, and two 
penee ; a very inconſiderable ſum for a prince of 
David's riches, and no ways equivalent to the value 
of oxen for burnt offerings, threſhing inſtruments, 
and the wheat for the meat offering, beſide that 
large tra& of ground on which the temple ſtood, 
On the other hand, ſix hundred ſhekels of gold, 
according to Calmet's tables, weighed eleven pounds 
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offer a ſacrifice which coſt him nothing; 
wherefore he muſt purchaſe the floor, for 


4 


aac. 


| *TheScripture, 28am. xxiv. 24. from whence this 
is taken, ſays fifty ſhekels of filver; but 1 Chro- 


4 


| lead the way. 


his ſacrifice proving acceptable, he deter- 
mined to give the name of the Altar of 
the people, or © the Iſraelites altar, to 
the whole place, and thereon to. cauſe a 
temple to be erected : and this reſolution 
was ſtrengthened by one of God's prophets 
who predicted to David- that the temple 
ſhould be erected by his ſucceſſor.” Here- 
upon, David gave orders for numbering 
the ſtrangers in his dominions, . who ap- 
peared to be about a hundred and 
eighty thouſand, of whom a hundred thou. 
ſand were employed to carry materials for 
building, and eighty thouſand to do the 
ſtone- work: beſides which, thirty-five 
thouſand were directed to act as overſeers of 
the workmen. Vaſt numbers of cedar- 
trees, the largeſt and belt that could be ſe. 
lected, were procured from Tyre and Sidon, 
and an immenſe quantity of iron and braſs 
was brought together on the occaſion. To 
his particular friends David uſed to fay, 
that theſe things were only procured in 
readineſs, againſt the time his fon might 
want them ; which would forward the 
work, and fave much time and labour : but 
that his ſon was not yet of an age to engage 
in ſuch an arduous taſk, _ i 


CHAP. XI. 


David gives Inſtruction to Solomon in re- 
ſpect to building a temple Adonijab, Da- 
vid's 0 ty claims a right to the 
 ſoverignty, but being oppoſed by the people, 
abandons his pretenſions, David's Ad- 
dreſs to the people. His advice to his ſon 

"en onoTTET 1 858 


FOmmanding his ſon Solomon into his. 
4 preſence, David ſolemnly injoined, ts _ 

that upon his advancement to the throne, mon to build 

ſtruction of a Temple tor divine worſhip, 4 13. 3 

ſaying that he would have performed that 

undertaking himſelf, but that he had been 

expreſly forbidden by Heaven, on ac- 

count of the ſeveral wars in which he had 


n 
Ms. Aft. aL. 


7 f . N * 


four ounces, ſeventeen penny weights, and twelve 
grains troy weight, and in value amounted to five 
hundred and forty-'feven pounds, ten ſhillings a 
ſum that ſeems much better proportioned to the 
value of the purchaſe ; we therefore adhere to the 
later account as trueſt. This variation inScripture;as 
alſo + ſeveral others that we meet with, eannot an 

other ways be accounted ſor, than by imputing 
them to the errors of the Hebrew ſcribes, in tranſ- 
cribing the copies of the Bible, whereby the ſa- 
cred text has ſuffered corruption in ſome hundreds 
of places; or reconciled, otherwiſe than by a 
faithful reſtoration of the true readings ; the ad- 
juſting of Which would be a work highly becom- 
ing the labours of the molt learned men in Europe, 
and well worthy the proſecution, ſince the famous 
M. Le Clerc, and ſome others have undertook to 


— 


FW: | been 
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he ſhould immediately proceed to the con- temple. 7 , 


\ x l Sal — n _ W RT — % * "oy PRE ck”, tn =. . 14 . 
= = POT? PI — r 2 2 1 y r 72 >. 2 an] — re —— —— J q : 
- oe =_ — =; 2. . l wit CR Se : F N * — _m r . Gor ow — a 2 * — = 5 x — * 1 " * * f —— 1 8 * 2 2 . — CNA 6 _— 
7 . 1 *% Lace - Ran r re SY P. ²˙ cranial * ; a - ; ö —.— PF — 
u N z * bo ha, ** * W A * * — — 
p = - „ as — - — ——— * — " ” So - 


200 


the ark, &c. 
to be depoſi- 
ted in the 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS; 
been engaged having rendefed him a man 


of blood; adding, that God had been 
pleaſed to reſerve the taſk for his youngeſt 


ſon, who according to prediction, would 
be a prince of peace, and live under the 


uliar care and protection, of Heaven, 


exempted alike from wars with foreign po- 


wers, and domeſtic feuds and animoſities. 


© Previous to your birth (ſaid David) it was 
predicted, that you ſhould be advanced to 
the ſovereignty ; and therefore, I earneſtly | 


recommend, that, in gratitude to the divine 
providence whereby you are deſtined to 
ſach -exaltation, you will regulate your 
whole life in exact conformity with the 
dictates of piety, honour and juſtice, yield- 


ing due veneration to the laws and precepts 


of Moſes, and defending them from viola- 
tion by the people under your government. 
With reſpect to the conſtruction of a tem- 
ple to the honour of the Almighty, let no 


difficulties prevent your zealous perſeve- 


tence in that glorious undertaking, for the 


commencement of which it ſhall be my 
care to provide the neceſſary materials by 


u aſcend the throne. I have 


the tune 


already made a provifion of ten thouſand 


talents * of gold, and one hundred thouſand 
of ſilver, beſides braſs, timber and ſtone in 
vaſt abundance. You will be amply tup- 
plied with whatever materials may be necel- 
ſary ; and many thouſands of carpenters, 
maſons and other artificers will attend your 
command. 
with all the celerity that the nature of 


the undertaking will admit; for the comple- 
tion of the building will infallibly ſecure to 


you the protection and bleſſing of Heaven.“ 

After the above addreſs, David recom- 
mended the princes of the Hebrews to aſſiſt 
his ſon Solomon in bringing the fabrick to 
perfection, and alſo to attend to the duties 


of religion in preference to any other con- 
cerns, as the beſt means of providing for 
the proſperity and peace of the community. 
The king commanded, that when the tem- 
ple ſhould be compleated, the ark and all' 
the holy veſſels and utenſils ſhould be re- 
David orders moved into the building, agreeably with 
thoſe commands which the Almighty had 
been pleaſed to deliver to their forfathers, 


temple when who had neglected to obey the injunction 


fin iſhed, 
Chron. XxXil. 


19. TY 


laid upon them for raiſing atemple immedi- 


— +. — 


An Hebrew talent, according to Dom. Calmet's 
tables; weighed an hundred and fourteen pounds, 


fifteen pennyweights troy; and its value in gold was 


five thouſand four hundred and ſeventy five pounds 


Engliſh money. Ten thouſand talents therefore muſt 


- weigh one million, an hundred and forty thouſand, 


fix hundred, and twenty five pounds, and amount 
in value to fifty four millions, ſeven hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds. Its value in filver according 
to the aforeſaid author, was worth three hundred 


and forty two pounds, three ſhillings, and nine 


pence Engliſh money; an hundred thouſand there- 


I admoniſh you to proceed 


| 


more particularly of this virgin. 


ſpirit, 


[Boux vi 
ately updn their arrival in the land of pro. 
miſe, - 55 
David who had now compleated his 
ſeventieth year, was greatly afflicted with Pian 
the infirmitres of age, his blood being ſo — n 
chilled as much to impede circulation. A vith " 
conſultation of the king's phyſicians being . 
held, they were unanimouſly of opinion, 

that relief might be afforded by his ſlecp. 
ing with a young and healthy perſon, the Dail a. 
genial warmth of whoſe body might yield d ne 
comfort to the patient, whoſe complaint — 
was of ſuch a nature, that all additional ellos iy 
coverings to his bed had but little effe& to. 
wards communicating warmth to him. A 
maiden named Abiſhag, remarkable for her 
health and beauty was accordingly put to 

bed to the king, the being in no danger of 
loſing her chaſtity ſince David had ſurvived \bibuy y 
the predominancy of all irregular appetites, ee 


7 5 { len 
In the progreſs of our work, we ſhall ipeak — 
(RES 


David's fourth ſon, who was born next 
after Abſalom, was Adonijah, his mother's 
name being Haggith. This youth reſem- 
bled Abſalom both in the gracztulneſs of his 
perſon, and his enterpriſing and ambitious 
Upon the death of Abſalom, A- 
donijah exerted every poſſible effort to render 
himfelf popular, in order that the hopes he 
entertained of ſucceeding to the ſovereignty 
might be the leſs liable to diſappointment. 2" | 
He retained a numerous retinue, with Aan | 
horſes, chariots, and guards; but unſuſ- 
picious of his deſigns, David made no en- 
quiry as to the reaſon of his living in a ſtile 
of ſuch pomp and magificence. The 
principal adherents of Adonijah were Joab, iy fue 
the commander in chief, and Abiathar, the * 5: 
high-prieſt, while Nathan, the prophet 
Benaiah, the captain of the guard, the 
high-prieſt Zadock, Shimei, and the of- 
wk in general eſpouſed the cauſe of Da- 

vid. 

In the ſuburbs of Jeruſalem, near the dong 
fountainin the royal gardens, Adonijah pre- 00 en 
E a ſumptuous entertainment, to which te 

invited all his brothers, except Solomon, 
Joab, Abiather, and the principal men of 
the tribe of Judah, were alſo preſent ;but 
neither Zadock, Nathan, Benaiah, nor any 
man of their party, received an invitation. 


This affair being reflected on by Nathan, he 


„ 


— * * a 


—— 


fore muſt weigh eleven millions, four hundred and 
fix thouland, and two hundred pounds troy, and 
amount to thirty four miliions, two hundred and 
ſixty eight thouſand, and feven hundred pounds ; 
but in 1 Chron. xx. 14. from whence this is taken, 
it is juſt the reverſe, viz. a thouſand talents of 
filver, and an hundred thouſand talents of gold, 
which would amount to five hundred and forty” 
ſeven millions, and five hundred thouſand pounds, 
a ſum fo incredibly great, as'miy juſtly render the 
| reading of the place ſuſpicious, 


ſaid 


7. . » 5 


frye how Adonijah is already aſſuming the 
ſtate of royalty, whil vid is ignotant of 
his proceedings : 1t ki ls ore, 
equally for your own fake, and your ſon's, 
to intereſt yourſelf in this buſineſs. Go 
then to David, and, when alone, remind 
him that he has ſworn that Solomon ſhall 
be his ſucceſſor; adding that Adonijah be- 
haves as if he was already king. During 
this diſcourſe, I will come into the room, 
ind confirm what you fay.” This advice 
leaſed Bathſheba, who fought the king, 
paid her reſpects, and obtaining permiſſion 
to deliver her buſineſs, did it as Nathan 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. | 
aid to Bathſheba,Salomon's mother, . 10 midſt the ſhouts of the people, who-priyetl 


that his reign might be long and proſper- 
He was now conducted to the 


dus. 


palace; 


[and bein g ſeated on the throne of David; 


the whole city joined in exprefling- their 
ſatisfaQtion, by dancing, ſinging, and play- 
ing upon muſical inſtruments 

Alarmed at the ſound of the trumpets, 
and the acclamations of the populace, A- 
donijah and his gueſts quitted their din- 
ner, at which time Jonathan, the ſon of 
Abiathar, the high-prieſt, gave an ac- 
count of the orders iſſued by the king in 
favour of Solomon, and the honours con- 
ferred upon him by the people ; in conſe- 


* 


had directed; recounting the ſtory of the 
entertainment, who were invited, and who 
omitted; adding, that the public were an- 
xious to know whom he would appoint to 
ſucceed him; and that the life of herſelf 


and fon depended on his determination. At the altar for fant 


this moment, Nathan's attendance was an- 
nounced and orders being given for his ad- 
miſſion, he ſaid to the king, with an air of 
aſtoniſhment, ** Have you this day tranſ- 


be more cautious of his future conduct; 


quence whereof the company diſperſed, and 
retired to their reſpeQive habitations. Sen- 


üble that his crime was of ſuch magni- 
tude as ſcarcely to leave him the hope 


of 
forgiveneſs, Adonijah fled to the horns of 
, and there implor- 
With equal humanity and 


ed for pardon. 


ah, accompanied with an admonition to 


ferred the fovereign rule to Adonijah, and for a repetition of his late procedure might 


appointed him to ſacceed you ?” The pro- 
phet then told him of the feaſt ; who were 


be attended with fatal conſequences. A- 
donyah now repaired to the palace, and 


invited, and who left unaſked: And made his fubmitſion to the king; who re- 


there are they (faid he) feaſting and carouſ- 


commended him in future to behave more 


ing, and drinking healths to Adonijah, their ||conſiſtently with the duty of a good ſubs 


new ſovereign: but neither myſelf, Zadock 
nor Benaiah, was unacquainted with the 
affair. Now I could adviſe 
fienify to the public whether theſe proceed - 
ings have the fanction of your approbation.“ 
When the prophet came in; Bathſheba 
retired ; and being now ſummoned to ap- 
pear, the king ſaid. The oath I former- 
ly made to you, Bathfheba, 1 now repeat, 
in the preſence of Almighty God. Solo- 
mon, your ſon, ſhall ſucceed to the goyern- 
ment; and this day ſhall the buſineſs be 
accompliſhed. Hereupon Bathſheba wiſh- 
ed the king long life, and departed. 


David ſending for Zadock and Benaiah, people were divided into families; and the 


he deſired them to accompay Nathan, and, 
being conducted by the guards, place Solo- 
mon on the king's mule, and attending him 
to the fountain called Gihon, without the 
city, anoint him with holy oil, and pro- 
claim him king. David farther ordered, 


that he ſhould paſs through the city, eſ- 


corted by troops, and attended by crowds, | 
crying, '** Long live king Solomon!“ Da- 


vid then commanded Solomon to rule over 


all his 27 7 with a ſttict regard to the 
principles of religion andjuſtive. — 
A prayer to God, for a bleſſing on Solo- 


your majeſty to || ly 


ect. : 3 e eee e 
In order that Solomon might be formal 
declared and acknowledg 


„„ ir 


all Ifrael, David cauſed all the princes, 
prieſts, and 'Levites, to aſſemble in Jeru- 
ſalem; and the number of thoſe 
appeared to be as follows: thirty-eight 
thouſand men upwards of thirty years of 


appointed to aſſiſt in building the temple; 
poxters belonging to the 
houſe of God; and four thoufand ſingers 
land players upon mufical inſtruments. Theſe 


[prieſts were four-and-twenty, eight of 


and the other fixteen were of the houſe 


Zadock, the high-prieſts, and the princi- 


were entered on a roll according 
rotation in which they were drawn; and 


whom were the deſcendants of Ithamar, 
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prudence, Solomon ſent a pardon to Adoni- Solomon par- 
dons Adoni- 
Jeb. I Kings 


1. 52, 53: 


ged king over 
people 


age, twenty-three thouſand of them being 


there were ſix thouſand judges and clerks ; 
four thouſand 


of Eleazar. Each family of the prieſt- 

hood was appointed to diſcharge the func- 

tions of religion, from Sabbath to Sab- The tribes 
bath , in regular ſucceſſion. Abiathar and caſt lots, atd 


the firſt that 
comes out is 


pal men of the different tribes attended called the firſt 
David while lots were drawn of the four- family, and 


and-twenty families, the names of which 8 * 
5.19. 
The tribe of 


I 


mon, being new pronounced by Benaiah, this mode of diſtribution is ſtill in uſe. By Levi is di. 


they all de 
mands. Being placed on the king's mule, 
Solomon was attended to the fountain, a- 
acintel, and accompanied back again, a- 


was diſtinguiſhed into four-and-twenty di- 
viſions, and the 
altar in ſucceſſion, like the prieſts, 

8 85 lots 


parted to execute the king's com- the command of David, the tribe of Levi vided allo in- 
to twenty four 
* parts, to ſue - 
were to officiate at the ceed in order, 


| as the prieſts, 
as the ver. 20, & c. 
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iba THE ANTIQUITLIES OF THE JEWS, 


lots ſhould fall. A preference however was 
given to the poſterity of Moſes, to whom 
was committed the care of the gifts pre- 
ſented by princes and other benefactors, 
and in ſhort every - ſpecies .of- the ſacred 
treaſure. | The king commanded. that the 
whole of the tribe of Levi, together with 
the prieſts, ſhould alternately attend the 
ſervice of God, both night and day, ac- 
cording to the ordination of Moſes. 

The king alſo new modelled the army, 


The army ſeparating the troops into twelve equal di- 


diſtributed 


into twelve a 
diviloas, each thouſand men, and having a commander 


to do a months in chief, together with tribunes, centuri- 
rank tug or ons, and officers of inferior rank. The 
| Chron, ſeveral diviſions of the army were appoint- 
xxvii. 1» ed to perform monthly;duty in rotation at 
Solomon's. palace. The commanders. in. 
chief of the ſeveral. diviſions, who. were: 
men of approved honour and probity, were 


capacity of judges in all controverſies be- 
tween the men ſubject to their reſpective 
juriſdictions- He alſo, appointed proper 
perſons to ſuperintend the public revenue, 
as well as the flocks, herds, vineyards, and 
the reſt of the royal property., ,-, _ 
Faving adjuſted the important concerns 
above- mentioned, David ſummgned a ge- 
netal aſſembly of the pringes of the tribes, 
the officers of the army, magiſtrates, and 
overſeers of the revenue; and from his 
throne, which was placed on an eminence, 
he addreſſed them in the following manner: 


— 


comes me to inform you, that I have long 
had an intention of building a .temple ſa- 
ve pd cred to God, towards the expence of which 
of the tribes I have amaſſed an immenſe treaſure in gold, 
eee and one hundred thouſand talents of ſilver: 
| Chron, © but my defign hath been ſtopped by the 
xxviii, 1— 10. will of God, ſignified by,his prophet Na- 
than: and the reaſon aſſigned is, that God 
will not have the foundation of his houſe 
laid by hands which have been dipped in 
blood, as mine, undoubtedly have been, 
though the blood. I thed was that of your 
enemies in wars that I was compelled to 
maintain, in aſſertion of the juſt rights and 


liberties of my people. The prophet far- 
ther informed me, that the commenceinent.| 


2 


and completion of this great work ſhould 
be left to my ſucceſſor. You are not un- 
acquainted that to our, father Jacob were. 
born twelve ſons; yet, by the conſent of 
them all, was Judah choſen to rule over 
them. Lou alſo know, that I had five 
brothers; yet when the proyidenge of God 


8 "Es 1 — 


viſions, each conſiſting of - twenty-four | 


——_ = KEDS 
_ 


deſtined me to the government, no com- 
plaint was heard on the part of my brethren: 
in like manner, I now demand of you all to 
become the faithful ſubjects of my ſon Solo- 
mon; and I entreat that you will obey him 
without complaint or heſitation ; ſince the 
ſovereign authority with which he is inveſt- 
ed, is delegated to him immediately from 
Heaven. Suppoſe, now, that the Proyi. 
dence of God had decreed a ſtranger to rule 


over you, would you have been weak and 


baſe enough to have, repined at the diſ- 
penſation? How thankful then ought you 
to be, that this diftinguiſhed honour is 
conferred on fone who. may be deemed 
your brother, he being on ſo near a re- 
lation? The firſt with of my.heart is, that 
the merciful promiſes of Almighty God may 
ſoon be verified; and all my ſubjects become 
partakers of, and long enjoy, thoſe blctiings 


| which it has been deſtined for the reign of 
inveſted with the power of acting in the 


Solomon to beſtow on them. My be- 
loyed ſon, all I have promiſed will be made 
good, and your utinuit wiſhes will be gra- 
tified, while you rule over. your pepple ac- 
cording to the precepts of juſtice and re- 
ligion, paying the obedience due both 
to the laws of God and man, and 
copying the example of your forefathers, 
But if you depart from this line of 
conduct, you muſt expect ruin and 
miſery. to be the inevitable conſe- 
quence.“ 3 


ferent apartments, private cells, the for- 


enjoining him to apply himſelf with all 
poſſible diligence, in compleating the 
temple. On account of the youth and in- 
experience of Solomon, David exhorted the 
princes and the tribe of Levi to aſſiſt in 
the undertaking, which he ſaid would be 
completed with leſs difficulty than might 
be;apprehended ; adding, that excluſive of 
the articles he had already ſpecified, he had 
ordered three thouſand talents of the pureſt 
gold * to be taken from his own.. treaſury 
for the purpoſe of embelliſhing the holy, 
place, the J of the Lord, and the 
cherubims p aced over the holy ax. 
| After, the pringes, the prieſts, and the 
Levites' had expreſſed the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion at what David had ſaid, towards ac- 
compliſhing the great deſign, they propo- 
{ec to ſupply five thouſand talents of gold +, 


— 8 1 


— 


— 


* Three thouſand talen's weighed three hundred, 
forty two thouſand, one hundred and eighty ſeven 
pounds, and tix ounces, and their value in gold 
amounted to fixteen millions, four hundred and 


: —_—_— 
© th 
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+ Five thouſand talents weighed five hundred 
and ſeventy thouſand, three hundred and twelve 
pounds, and. fix ounces, and their value in gold 
amounted to twenty;ſeven millions, three hundred 


twenty five thouſand pounds, Englith money. 


1 


. 


and ſeventy- five thoufand pours Engliſſi money. 
| | 3 One 


On the concluſion of this addreſs, Da- David del. 
vid preſented Solomon a drawing exhibit- e tb Sb. 


On A 


Countrymen and brethren, it now be- ing the model of the intended ſtructure, draught and 


with directions for the diviſions of the dif- mod ys * 
te nple, wit 
directions for 


mation and preciſe weight of. the veſſels ofutenils, ws 
gold and filver, and other, holy utenſils ;* &. 


[Boox Th f 
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+ or hundred thouſand talents of filver, 4 | 
"ufo! and an immenſe quantity of braſs and iron, 
ye temple, Jalus, who was of the line of Moſes, was 
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ſerve a ſtrict regard to the adminiſtration of ve 12 
public juſtice; zealouſly adore that eternal on Sclomon, 


Being, to whom you are indehted for the i Kings ii. 


h N. . 2 . : 
17 appointed to receive the contributions, con- 


NIX. 2 


ſiſting of gold, ſilvet, precious ſtones, and 


a variety of other valuable articles, which 
he depoſited in the public treaſury, The 
people unanimouſly approved the deſign, 


which afforded great ſatisfaction to David, 

who now addreſſed himſelf to the Almighty, 

fervently imploring a continuance of bleſ- 

ſings upon the Hebrew nation, and that 

the life of his fon Solomon might be diſtin- 

guiſhed by unſpotted innocence and integ- 

rity. He then called upon the people to 

join him in thankſgivings for the bleſſings 

they had received, and they accordingly 

proſtrated themſelves-upon the earth, and 

devoutly worſhipped God. After this ſo- 

lemnity, the people addreſſed themſelves to 

David in acknowledgement of the fignal 

advantages they had derived under his go- 
vernment. 

On the following day a great ſacrifice 

was performed, the victims being a thou- 

ſand calves, a thouſand lambs, and a thou- 

ſand rams, as a burnt-offering ; after 

which an oblation was made of a great 

number of other animals, as a peace offer- 

ing. This day, in ſhort was dedicated to 

univerſal joy and feſtivity. Solomon was 

again anointed and declared king, when 

acne, the public joined in acknowledging him 

\.1-04 a fe. their lawful ſovereign; and by common 

cond time conſent Zadock was nominated to the high 

ng; mn. prieſthood, Solomon being then conduct- 


Zadock the 


5 oon 


regal dignity, as well as for your exiſtence; . 
pay a rigid regard to his commands, as they 
are tranſinitted to us by Moſes; for, if 
through fear, vanity, intereſt, or any other 
human infirmity, you ſhall violate his laws, 
you muſt no longer expect a continuance of 
the protection of divine Frovidence. But 
if you religiouſly conform yourſelf to the 
pleaſure of the Lord, the government will 
be eſtabliſhed to yourſelf and your ſucceſ- 
ſors in perpetuity. I muſt now mention 
the iniquity of Joab, in the aſſaſſinations of 
thoſe brave warriors, and dutiful ſubjects, 
Abner, the fon of Ner, and Amaſ:, the fon 
of Ithra, I had myſelf inflicted upon him 
the puniſhment due to his crimes, but was 
reſtrained by a conſideration of his great po- 
pularity. But you, may act towards him 
as your judgment ſhall direct. It is my re- 
queſt, that you will exert yourſelf in offices 
of friendſhip towards the ſons of Barzillai, 
the Gileadite : and this I mean you ſhould 
do, as a requital of the obligations I receiy- 
ed from him during the period of my ba- 
niſhment ; for theſe ſervices, I conſider as a 
debt which my whole family are bound to 
acknowledge. With Shimei, the Benjamite, 
the fon of Gera, you may find ſome pro- 
per occaſion to account for thoſe opprobri- 
ous and unmerited cenſures during my per- 
ſecution at Bahurim. On our interview at 
the river Jordan, he obtained my pardon ; 
but in caſe of future tranſgreſſions, you 


lich. pre, ed to the palace, he was ſeated on David's 


ver. 225 


will determine as to the propriety of puniſh- 

ing thoſe injuries.“ 3 
Having concluded his diſcourſe, David King David 
expired, in the ſeventieth year of his age, at- 23 
ter a reign of ſeven years and ſix months 

over the tribe of Judah, at Hebron, and 
thirty-three years over the whole people of 

Iſrael, at Jeruſalem, David was a man 

oſſeſſed of every qualification neceſſary to 

the exalted ſtation he filled. No man was 

more remarkable for bravery and fortitude 13 
he took the lead in all deſperate expeditions, ruler, ſave 
either for the defence or protection of his ob i e 
people. The valour of his ſoldiers was Baththebaand 
more animated by his example, than by Uriah. 
the authority of his command. He was 
judicious in the appointment of his coun- 
cils; and poſſeſſed a ſingular degree of pe- 
netration, whereby he was enabled both to 
improve preſent advantages, and obviate 
threatened dangers and difficulties. His 
manner of living was temperate and abſte- 
mious ; he was humane, compaſſionate, 


throne ; and thenceforward the Hebrews 
paid him due allegiance, 


CHAP XII. 
The dying advice of David to his fon Holo— 


mon, His death and funeral, Antio- 
cius beſieges Teruſalem. 


PPRESSED with age and ſickneſs, Dan an yo" 
and conſcious that his diſſolution was 
near, David ordered his ſon Solomon into 
his preſence, and addreſſed him to the fol- 
lowing effect: 5 9 85 
* l am now preparing to depart to a 
world, where, in due time, you muſt fol- 
low. To die is to pay the common debt 
of nature, and that debt once paid, puts a 
final period to all our concerns with this 
life. While I have power, I muſt not 
omit to remind you of the doctrines I have 
ſo frequently inculcated : Fail not to ob- 


* 


5 


— 
— 2 — 


{ The Scrip:ure, 1 Chron. xxxix. 6, 7. varies 
from this account, and ſays, © That the chief of 
the fathers, and princes of the tribes of Iſrael, &c. 
gave for the ſervice of the houſe of God, of gold, 


five thouſand talents, and ten thouſand drams; and 
cf ſilver, ten thouſand talents ; and of braſs, eigh- 
teen thouſand talents ; and one hundred thouſand 
talents of iron.“ 

and 
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204 THE ANTIQUITIES 
3 2 and affable; he was an impartial and pene- 
Was bu . " 
ried at Jeruſa. trating judge, and a man of great piety. 
lem. ibid. Except in the caſe of Bathſheba and her 
ey de- huſband Uriah, his character was free from 
key trea- reproach. His riches exceeded the poſ- 
ſare in Da- ſeſſions of any former prince. The remains 
vie s MInu- of king David were depoſited in Jeruſalem, 


ment. ; ED 
with a degree of pomp and magnificence 
ſurpaſſing the powers of deſcription. In 
. reſpect to the memory of his father, Solo- 
mon depoſited in David's ſepulchre an im- 
menſe treaſure of the value of which ſome 
judgment may be formed of what follows. 
Aͤbout thirteen hundred years after the 
Hyrcanus deceaſe of David, in the time of Hyrcanus, 
compounds 
to raiſe the = POO * | 
— . * In Book I. Chap. ii. of the wars of the Jews, | 
talents. Joſephus ſays the ſum agreed on was three hundred 


talents, which in weight amount to nineteen thou- 
ſand nine hundred and ſixty pounds, eleven ounces, 
five penny weights; but does not tell us whether of 
gold or filver. If of the former, as is more proba- 
ble, the ſum in value was equivalent to nine hun- 


| 


ſephus for his credulity in giving into it. 


OF -THE JEWS, Book y; 
| the high-prieſt, Antiochus, ſurnamed the Anti, 
Pious; who was the ſon of Demetrius, laid belege fo 
fiege to Jeruſalem. In conſideration of N 
being paid a certain ſum “ he offered to a- 
bandon the ſiege; and having no other re- 
ſource, Hyrcanus broke open David's tomb, 

and from that repoſitory paid the ſum ge. 
manded for the compoſition. Many years 
afterwards king Herod diſcovered a cell in p. 

the ſepulchre, from whence he obtained ind? — 
treaſure to a prodigious amount. But the ma > tiy, 
remains of David were laid in a place con- = ry 
cealed with ſo much art and ingenuity, 

that all the endeavours both of Hyrcanus 

and Herod to diſcover it proved ineffectual. 


| 


N * * 1 
_ — 


ORs 


dred fifty eight thouſand, one hundred twenty five 
pounds. If of filver, to fifty nine thouſand eight 
hundred eighty two pounds, fixteen ſhillings and 
hve pence, But learned men, and perhaps not 
without - reaſon, believe the whole ſtory to be ng 
more than a fiction of the Rabbins, and blame ſo- 
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THE AN'TIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 
FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


B O O K VIII. 
From the Year of the World 2931 70 3048. 


. . * ** ” — * 8 8 — . % 
——— 


rr 1. 


Solomon ſucceeds to the throne, to the univerſal joy of the people. Adonijab prevails 
upon Bathſheba to ſolicit Solomon's conſent to his marriage with Abiſhag. Solomon cauſes 


Joab and Shimei to be put to death. He removes Abiathar from the high-prieſthood, 
and transfers that dignity to the family of Phineas. | 


boo en- e NT an early period of life, || * It is ſcarcely neceſſary for me to ob- ru ve 
m upon the A Solomon, the ſon of Da- || ſerve, moſt illuſtrious princeſs, that if I 49%. 
1 vid, ſucceeded to the go- || were inclined to oppoſe the preſent ſyſtem 
ly, enCg33 vernment, being inveſted || of government, a priority of claim, and 
wg f. 12. With the ſovereign authority by the eſpecial || the ſuffrages of the people would inſure 
appointment of Heaven, and with the || ſucceſs to my pretenſions. But ſince it is 
publicly declared conſent of his father. On || the pleaſure of the Almighty, that your 
occaſion of his advancement to the throne, || ſon Solomon ſhould exerciſe the powers of 
he received, the cordial congratulations || the ſovereignty, I ſhall be content to remain 
of the people, who expreſſed the moſt earn- || in the character of a private man and a 
eſt wiſhes, that he might enjoy a long reign || loyal ſubject. But, permit me to ſolicit, 
_ of uninterrupted proſperity. - that you will exert your intereſt in my be- 
With that artful and inſinuating addreſs || half, by endeavouring to procure your ſon's . 

of which he was a complete maſter, A- || conſent to my nuptials with Abiſhag. It 
donijah, who, as we have related in the is true, that my propoſed wife was taken 
preceding book, made an attempt upon the to the bed of David, but the king was then 
government during the life of his father || ſo far declined in years, that he doubtleſs 
applied to Bathſheba, the king's mother, left her an unblemiſhed virgin.” 

hoping that through her interference he Bathſheba faid, ſhe was diſpoſed to pro- 
ſhould be enabled to promote his own ſi- mote his ſuit, adding, that ſhe did not 
niſter views. She aſſured him, that ſhe was || doubt of the king's concurrence in the joint 
diſpoſed to yield him every aſſiſtance with- || requeſt of his mother and brother. Re- 
in the compaſs of her power. Being thus || pairing to Solomon, he received her with 
Encouraged, he addreſſed her in the follow- open arms, and leading her into his bed- 
ing manner: FW chamber, ſeated her in a chair of ſtate ” 


206 


facilitate his advancement to the throne, 
and that he had attached to his intereſt 


Solomon or- 
ders Adoni- 


jah to be put hrother Adonijah immediateiy to death; 
and calling Abiathar, the high - prieſt, inta | 


to death, 
ver. 25. 


Abiathar. 


and Abiſhag. 


forded towards the recovery of the holy ark, | 


juſtice and be content with baniſhing him 


THE ANTIQUITIE 


his right hand. Being ſeated, Bathſheba 
ſaid, ſhe had a requeſt to make, the refu- 
ſal of which would give her great con- 
cern. The king deſired her to proceed, un- 


der an aſſurance of his ready compliance. || 


She then ſaid, her object was to obtain his 
conſent to a marriage between Adonijah 
Surpriſed at hearing this 
propoſal, the king deſired his mother to 


ouſly deliberated on what ſhe had faid, con- 
cluding that Adonijah's motive in wiſhing 
to form an alliance with Abiſhag, was to 


Joab, the general, and Abiathar, the high- 
prieſt. Hereup on the king ordered Ben- 
aiah, the captain of his guards, to put his 


his preſence, he told him, that the loſs of 


life was a puniſhment due to him: but 


in conſideration of the ſervice he had ren- 
dered David, and the aſſiſtance he had af- 


he would remit a rigorous execution of 


for the reſt of his life. Abiathar being thus 
depoſed from the high-prieſthood, that 


dignity was transferred from the houſe of | 


Ithamar to Zadock, he being of the fami- 
ly of Phineas, in conformity with - the- pre-- 
diction of God to Eli, the grand-father of 


mar who was inveſted with the. pontifical}| 
dignity was Eli; and from his time the| 
following perſons of the ſame family led 
private lives : Boccias, the ſon of Joſeph ; 
Jonathan, the ſon of Bocclas, Mareoth, the 
ſon of Jonathan; Arapha the ſon. of More- | 


oth ; Architob, the fon of Arapha; and 
Zadock, the ſon of Architob. 


Upon being informed of the death of 


. 


The firſt of the houſe of Itha- || - at. 
. ſatehy palace. 


OF THE JEWS, 
At this period olomon commanded Shi 


[ mei to erect. a houſe in Jeruſalem, and not 


to paſs the river Kedron *, on the penalty of 
forfeiting his life; and to the ſtrict obſerv- 
ance of this injunction he was bound under 
the ſolemnity of an oath. Shimei readi] 

acquieſced, and repaired to Jeruſalem. A. 
bout three years had elapſed, when two of 


his domeſtics quitted his ſervice, and hear. 
retire; and when ſhe was gone, he ſeri- 


ing that, they were at Gath, he went thither 
in order to induce their return. This cir. 


g cumſtance was reported to the king, who 


being highly. incenſed againſt Shimei, or- 
dered him into his preſence, and addreſſed 
him to this effect: Thou haſt baſely vio. 
lated a facred engagement, whereby thou 
| wert bound to confine thyſelf to the limits 
of this town; and for this perjury thou art 
ſentericed to die. Be informed, that the 
iniquities of mankind will, at an early or a 
later period, infalliably meet a due retribu- 
tion ; and that the impending judgment is 
directed by the Almighty, as a puniſhment 
fox your late offence, and for the injuries to 
my reverend father, at the time of his 
greateſt calamities. In obedience to the 
command of Solomon, Shimei was put to 
death. | | 
E 


Solomon eſpouſes the daughter of the king 
Egypt. The gift of wiſdom is con- 
ferred upon him. He builds a maz- 
niſicent temple ; and alſe :erefis a 
ce, He fortifies Feruſalem. 
| The Hebrews, ſubdue the Canaauites. His 
_ immenſe riches.” By his attachment. 15 
women, Solomon is ſeduced into idolatrous 
practices. Adad foments an inſurrection 
adAgainſt Solomon. A prediction that ten 
of the teoelve tribes ſhould declare allegi- 
ance to Solomon. 


(Book yy 


DEIN now fecurely eſtabliſhed ins bang 
D poſſeſſion of the government, Solo- J hd 
mon contracted marriage with the daughter Pu, 


Adonijah, Joab became apprehenſive for 
his own ſafety, being conſcious that he 
merited a fimilar fate, for having engaged 


in a conſpiracy againſt the king ; and there- 
fore he fled to the altar for ſanctuary. So- 
lomon now commanded Benaiah to cite 
Joab to appear in a court of judicature, and 
anſwer to the accuſations alledged againſt 
him. But Joab perſiſted in a refuſal to 
obey the ſummons, ſaying, if he was 
doomed to ſuffer, he would yield up his liſe 
before the altar. The determination of 
Joab being repreſented to the king, he de- 
manded Benaiah to return, and ſtrike off his 
head in the place where he had taken refuge, 
as a puniſhment for having treacherouſſy 
murdered Abner and Amaſa ; further charge 
ing him toexculpateboth his father and him- 
ſelf from the imputation of unjuſtifiable ſe- 


verity towards Joab. Having diſcharged 


ate. 


the king's order, Benaiah was appointed to 


ſucceed Joab as generaliſſimo. 


of the king of Egypt. He repaired, en- 
larged, and confiderably- ſtrengthened the 
walls and fortifications of the city of Jc- 
ruſalem, and applied himſelf to the admi- 
niſtration of public juſtice. His youth 
was no obſtruction to an unremitting per- 
ſeverance in the ſeveral duties of his exalt- 
ed ſtation, and a religious obſervance of 
the falutary inſtructions delivered to him 
by his dying father. Though at fo early 
a period of life, his penetration and judg- 
ment were arrived to a degree of maturity 
that would have done honour to the gra- 
vity of advanced age and extenſive experi- 
Meer. . . | | W4+ 
In gratitude for the bleſſings he enjoyed, 
Solomon determined to addreſs himſelf to 
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God in prayer, and to perform. ſacriſice; ¶ length determined by the following expedi - 
and he accordingly . jugs to Hebron, ſent. The king commanded the living child 
and made an oblation of a thouſand victims and the body of the dead one to be pto- 
upon the brazen. altar erected by Moſes. [|[duced, and that one of his guards ſhouldee 
So acceptable was this inſtance of piety to with his ſword ſeparate the bodies as nearly fl 
Heaven, that on the following night God as poſſible in halves, and then deliver one 1 


viſited Solomon in a dream, and told him 
he would grant whatever he ſhould requeſt. 
Upon this, the king determined to aſk a 
gift that the bountiful donor would beſtow 
with the'greateſt ſatisfaction, and that would 
molt eſſentially operate to his own advan- 
tage; he therefore addreſſed himſelf to the 
Almighty in the following manner: I 
beſeech thes, O gracious God, to beſtow 
upon me a perfect judgment and a' right 
comprehenſion of things, to the end that 
I may invariably. regulate my whole con- 
duct in exact conformity with the dictates 
of truth and juſtice.” This prudent choice 
I bvell was ſo agreeable to the Almighty, that he the lot | W 
zl vi promiſed Solomon both riches and glory, | voured to effect the deſtructioa of that of 
ein addition to a greater ſhare of wiſdom || her companion. This determination was 
lies than ever man had poſſeſſed, and further ||confidered as ſo ſignal an inſtance. of So- 
| wh that, on condition of his acting in all things | lomon's penetration and wiſdom, that he 
|, der. conformable. with the divine will, and a- 


| was thenceforward conſidered as acting un- 
+ dopting the virtuous example of his father, der the immediate direction and impulſe of 
the ſovereignty. ſhould continue in his fa- 


half of either to each of the claimants of the 
living infant. Upon heating theſe words; 
the real mother burſt into tears, and earneſt= 
ly ſupplicated, that the award might be re- 
voked, declaring: that rather than the life of 
the infant ſhould be facrificed; ſhe would 
relinquiſh all claim to it in favour. of her 
opponent. ., The, pretended mother appear 


= 4 


ed to be ſatisfied . with the deciſion, an 
even to derive ſatisfaction from the diſtreſs 
of her adverſary On the evidence of her ces by 
mater nal. affection, Solomon reſtor ed | the judges the 
child to the real mother, and ſeverely. re- <b'ld to the 
proved the iniquity of the other woman 8 
having, after the loſs of her own, endea- 


reign Heaven. in PE” 
mily for ſeveral generations. + After re- Solomon. appointed proper perſons for the gelomon's 
ceiving theſe aſſurances in the viſion, the adminiſtration of public affairs in his ſe- governors 
king awaked, and quitting his bed, wor- veral provinces. Uri, the ſon, of Hur, Was gers, Kings 
dür gr. ſnipped and (gratefully expreſſedl his ac- appointed to the government of Bethlehem, iv. 1, 19. 
Le knowledgments to the Lord. The king and the whole country inhabited by the 
aa, then returned to Jeruſalem, where he per- Ephramites. Aminadab, the king's ſon- 
formed facrifice, and gave an entertainment || in-law, had the command of Dora, and of 

to the people. the fea-coalt; . The great. plain, and the 
et of About this time, a caſe, of great difficulty] country extending to the river Jordan, were 
ed, was ſubmitted to the deciſion of Solomon; || under:the direction of Baanah, the ſon of 
16% and the citcumſtances were as follow : Achil. The ſon, Geber had the govern- 
dan two proſtitutes, ho were inhabitants of | ment of the Gileadites and the Gaulonites, 
ui" the lane houſe, appeared before the king, (as far. as Mount Libanus; within which 
16, c. When the complainant ſtated, that while command there were ſixty large and well 

ne was afleep, the defendant took her in- fortified cities. Achinadab, the huſhand of 

fant from her arms, and ſubſtituted in the Baſima, Solomon's daughter, had the go- 

toom thereof the body of her / own” dead vernment of all Galilee up to Sidon. Un- 

der Baanah was the government of the ſea x 

coaſt about Aſher. Jehoſaphat commanded 


Mil non 


child, that ſhe had overlaid and ſmother- 
ed; that upon diſcovering the itnpoſition 


manner in which the parties ſupported their 


early in tlie morning, ſhe inſiſted upon her 
child being reſtored, but that her adver- 
ſary refuſed” to comply with her natural 
and juſt demand. She ſaid, ſhe knew the 
child to be her own by infallible marks; 
and, though ſhe had no witneſſes to ſup- 

ort! her claim, ſupplicated the kin ol | 


Juſtice. Solomon demanded of the other 


woman what ſhe had to fayy teſpeQing the 
charge alledged againſt her. She averred, 
that the'complaint was hot founded in juſ- 
tice, ſor that the child in queſtion was the 


iſſue of her body. The firm and, reſolute 


reſpective elaims, occaſioned the auditors 
o ſuſpend their opinion as to which had 
iroxen truth: but the controverſy was at 


the mountains Itabyr and Carmel, and all 
the Lower Galilee, to the farther fide of 
Jordan. The whole country of the Benja- 
mites was under the government of Subes; 
and the land beyond Jordan was under Ta- 
bar. Theſe were Solomon's governors, and 
he had one .licutenant-general to ſuperin- 
tend them all. Public. tranquillity being 
perfectly eſtabliſhed, the ſeveral tribes aſſi- 
duoufly applied themſelves to the cultiva- 


tion of the earth, whereby they acquired 


immenſe riches in a ſhort time. The ad- 
ditions and improvements which the tribe 
of Judah made to their poſſeſſions, exceed- 
ed thoſe of the other tribèes. Excluſive of 
the officers above-mentioned, the king no- 


| 


minated others to ſuperintend the Syrians 


— u— 


F 


and 


and the Euphrates, and to receive their tri- 
bute. The proviſions furniſhed daily for 


wor you” king's tables, conſiſted of thirty cho- 


ons for the | 
king's table, mers * of fine flour, ſixty meaſures of meal, 


22, 23- His ten fat oxen, twenty oxen from the paſ- 

chariots, 

borſes, &c, tures, and an hundred fat Jambs, excluſive 

__ of fiſh, birds, deer, and other rarities. His 
chariots were exceedingly numerous, and 
for the horſes belonging to them, forty 
thouſand ſtalls were provided. His guard 
was compoſed of twelve thouſand horſe- 


men, ſix thouſand of whom were quartered 


in Jeruſalem, and the others in villages ad- 


jacent to that city. It was part of the 
butineſs of the commiſſary for conducting 
the expences of the houſhold, to provide 
nouriſhment for the horſes of the king's 
uards and other attendants. 

Not only the Egyptians, but the moſt 
celebrated of the Hebrews, as Athan, He- 
man, Calcol, and Dodan, the ſons of He- 
mahon, were infinitely inferior to Solo- 
mon in the knowledge and wiſdom which 
were communicated to him by divine in- 


ſpiration. The writings of this wonderful- | 


ly accompliſhed prince comprehended a 
thouſand and five books of odes and poems ; 
three thoutand books of parables and fimi- 
lies; the hiſtory of plants from the cedar 
to the hyſſop; and the hiſtory of the fiſhes 
of the ſea, the beaſts of the field, and the 


birds of the air. He had a perfe& knowledge | 


of theſe ſubjects, which he had ſtudied with 


* 


gn were not beſtowed upon him in vain ; 


or he compoſed charms and incantations for | 
expelling the diſeaſes of the human body ; |] 
he left ſeveral manuſcript forms of conjura- 


tion, by means of which people obtained 
an effectual relief from evil ſpirits, which 
never returned ; and his directions for re- 
moving complaints of this nature are to 
this time much practiſed by the people of 
our nation. I was preſent when a country- 
man of mine, named Eleazar, diſpoſſeſſed 
divers perſons before Veſpaſian, his ſons 
and ſeveral officers and foldiers. A ring, 
under the ſeal of which a certain root was 
conveyed, was applied to the noſtrils, and it 
being ſmelt to by the demoniac, the evil 
ſpirit was inſtantly drawn out by the noſe. 
In this operation the man was thrown down 
by the ſpirit. Eleazar repeated charms and 


incantations invented by Solomon, whoſe 


name he frequently introduced, adjuring 
the devil to trouble the party no more. 
Eleazar afterwards placed a veſſel of water 
near a man who was poſſeſſed, and adjured 


——— — a. ** aa * 
— * 
— G—_— _—_ 2 
- . N 


— 


Lf » 


A chomer, or Core, contained about ſix hundred 
and five pints Englith meaſure; thirty of which a 
mounted to eighteen thouſ nd, one hundred and 


unwearied attention. Theſe extraordinary || 


208 THE ANTIQUITIES- OF THE: JEWS, [way 
| and other barbarous nations, between Egypt 


] WA. ſas may be convenient for you to ſpare, that 
the devil upon quitting the patient, to over- 


| &#27 4 9 . | Py 4 a 
4 


{ſure to his honour and worſhip ; where- 


ſof mine to Mount Libanus, to aſſiſt in 


turn it, which was actordingly done. This 
was rightly underſtood by the people as an 
incontrovertible proof of Solomon's wiſdom, 

Upon the acceſſion of Solomon to the 
throne, Hiram, the king of Tyre, Who Hin 
had ever entertained a great affection fp king 1 
David, diſpatched ambaſfadors with a com- b be 
miſſion to congratulate Solomon on occa. baſh u * | 
ſion of his advancement. Upon the ye. wol, k, 
turn of the ambaſſadors, Sclomon ſent the A 
following letter to Hiram : 


111 


King Solomon to king Hiram, greeting, 


« Be it known unto thee, O king, that 
my father David hat it a long time in con- 
templation to build a temple to the Lord; 
but being - perpetually in war, and un- 
der a neceſſity of ſubduing his enemies, 
and making them all his tributaries, be- 
fore he could attend this great and holy 
work, he hath left it to me, in a time of 
peace, both to begin and finiſh it, accord- 
ing to the direction of Almighty God. 
Bleſſed be his great name for the preſent 
tranquillity of my dominions; and by his 
gracious aſſiſtance, I thall now dedicate the 
beſt improvements of this liberty and lei- 


, 


fore I make it my requeſt, that you will 
let ſome of your people accompany fome 


cutting down materials towards this build- 
ing ; for the Sydonians underſtand it much 
better than we do. As for the workmen's 
reward, or wages, whatever you think rea- 
ſonable, ſhall be punctually paid them.“ 


Solomon's letter proving greatly ſatil- 
factory to Hiram, he diſpatched the fol- 
lowing reply to it: Ae 55 


King Hiram to king Solomon. 


No event could have afforded me greater 
pleaſure, than that I experience in conſe- 
aue of the government of your excellent 
ather being transferred to a ſucceſſor of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed virtue and wiſdom. Glorified 
be the name of the Almighty for giving the 
Hebrews ſo admirable a governor. Vour 
requeſt ſhall be chearfully complied with. 
Such numbers of the fineſt cedar and cy- 
| preſs trees as your neceſſities may require, 
I will order to be cut down; and they 
(hall be conveyed to ſuch ports as you 
may appoint, to be removed from thence 
to Jerulalem, by your own people. In re- 
turn, I ſhall requeſt ſuch a ſupply of grain 


article being much wanted in our- iſland.” 


nit y Fngliſh pints. In Scripture the word is trans- 
lated meaſu es. | 1 415 


N 


The 


l ar. I.] 


extant, both in our o.]n and the Fyrian 
records, of which thoſe who are doubtful 


keepers of the regiſters. 

Hiram's letter proved fo agreeable to 
Solomon, that he ordered him an annual 
mon or- P | . 
lim 3 of wheat, two thouſand veſſels of oil, and 
fy Peat, two thouſand veſſels of wine, each veſſe 
=. containing ſeventy-two quarts. The friend- 
Ws" (hip thus commenced between the Kings, 
| as * daily increaſed, and continued to be mani- 
x feſted by a conſtant interchange of offices 

of kindneſs, _ 1 | 
Solomon commanded thirty thouſand 

"3 workmen to be ſelected, ten thouſand of 
Fino; whom he ordered to cut wood upon Mount 
we Libanus for the ſpace of one month, at 
bags, the expiration of which time, they wer: 
4% & to be relieved by a ſecond ten thouſand, 
who were to do duty for a like period, 
and then to be ſucceeded by the third ten 


4 
1 


The king 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHAUS. | 
Ihe duplicates of theſe letters ate Mill | gular magnitude; and fo hard a quality as 


may be convinced by an application to the | 


to reſiſt the worm, and the inclemency of 

the weather: and being cloſely mortitedin to 

the rock with great ingenuity, they formed Ie order of 
a baſis adequate to the ſupport of the intends brick. 
ed ſtructure. The temple was fixty cubitsÞ 


reſent conſiſting of two thouſand meafvres | 


high, and fixty cubits in length, and the 
breadth was twenty cubits; above this, 
was another ſtage, of equal dimenſions, fo 
that the height of the whole ſtructure was 
one hundred and twenty cubits. The walls 
were cotnpoſed entirely of white ſtone t 
and the front of the building was towards 
the eaſt, The porch was twenty cubits 
in length, and ten in the breadth, and one 
hundred and twenty in height, Round the 
outward walls were erected thirty cells, or 
ſmall houſes, communicating with each 
other, and forming galleries, and at the 
lame time anſwering the purpoſes of but- 
treſſes, by ſupporting the walls. Theſe 
cells were each five cubits broad, and of the 


thouland. Thus they were at liberty to 
temain at their reſpective habitations for 
two months, and, according to the rota- 
tion, every fourth month they were to re- 
turn to labour. Adoniram was appointed 
ſuperintendant or inſpector- general of theſe 
workmen. There were beſides, ſeventy 
thouſand foreigners, whom David had in- 
tended for conveying ſtones and other ma- 
terials, eighty thouſand maſons and ſtone- 
hewers, and thirty-two thouſand over- 
ſeers. They were ordered to ſearch for the 
largeſt ſtones for the foundation, and to 
prepare them for uſe on the mountains 
where they were procured, and then to 
convey them to Jeruſalem ; and in this part 
ef the buſineſs Hiram's men were com- 
manded to aſſiſt. 1 5 
Solomon began this important under- 


taking in the fourth year of his reign, and 


in that month which is called Artemiſius 
by the Macedonians, and Jar by the He- 
brews ; five hundred and ninety-two * years 
after the Iſraelites had come out of Egypt; 
one thouſand and twenty years from the 
period when Abraham removed from Me- 
ſopotamia into the land of Canaan ; four- 
teen hundred and forty years after the flood 
and three thouſand ohe hundred and two 
years from the creation of the world. It 
was two hundred years after building the 
City of Tyre, and in the eleventh year of 
the reign of king Hiram. Oe ; 
The foundation was ſunk to an aſtoniſh- 


. — 


* "IL ts. PTE 0 n r IS ht. At, 4 — 


* Joſephus departs from the Scripture in this ac- | 


count of years. Sce 1 Kings vi. as alſo in ſome 
parts of the building of the temple; for the com- 
paring of which we refer the reader to 1 Kings vi, 
YU, and 2 Chron. ti, iii, iv. ING W731 


& 


| ſame length, and twenty cubits high. Over 
theſe were two other floors of the ſame 
proportion, and the uppermoſt of the cells 
were on a level with the lower ſtory of the 
fabric. They were faſtened together by 
large beams, to diſpoſed as to make them 
appear of one piece, and as if they gave 
additional ſtrength to the walls. Under 
the beams was a variety of carving, gild- 
ing, fret-work, and other curious orna- 
ments. The walls and ceilings were lined 
with cedar, and the wainſcots were em- 
belliſhed with the pureſt gold. The build- 
ing was formed of ſtones put together with 
ſuch ingenuity, that the ſmalleſt interſtices 
were not perceptible, In ſhort, the whole 
was ſo wonderfully executed that it rather 
appeared to be the work of the Di- 
vine Being, than the produce of human 
{&ill. 1 

The ſecond ſtory had not, like the lower 
part, a latge door towards the eaſt, but had 
ſeveral ſmall doors to enter by the ſides So- 
lomon cauſed winding ſtairs to be cut in the 
wall, which led to the upper part of the 
building. The temple was entirely lined 
with cedar ; and the timbers were joined 
with iron cramps, whereby the ſeveral 
parts were cloſely compacted together, and 
great ſtrength was given to the whole 
building. The king cauſed the temple to The partition 
be divided into two parts, the more in- of the temple. 
ward of which was a ſpace of twenty cu- 
bits ſquare, i\and this part was called the 
holy of hollies, being inacceſſible, and de- 


ing depth, and compoſed of ſtones of ſin- 


dicated peculiarly to God. | The other di- 
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+ A Jewiſh cubit, according to Calmet, was near 
twenty-two Engliſh inches ; ſixty cubits therefore 
muſt amount to ſomething more than an hundred 
and nine feet; that is, thirty fix yards arid a foot. 
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viſion; which was forty cubits* ſquare, was 
called the holy temple, and it was aſſign- 
ed to the uſe of the prieſts. In the wall, 
dividing the interior from the other part 
of the temple, was placed a large cedar 
door, richly ornamented with carving and 
gilding ; and before this door was hung a 
veil of the fineſt filk and linen, curiouſly 
ornimented with hiſtorical and other re- 
preſentations, in purple, ſcarlet, and a va- 
riety of other colours. 
The two che- Solomon cauſed two golden cherubims, 
EI - .. of equal ſize to be made, and they were 
t9—13, placed in the holy of hollies, and dedicated 
to God. Theſe cherubims were each five 
cubits in height, their wings, which were 
five cubits in length, being ſtretched out, 
touched the walls on the ſouth and north 
ſides, and the other wings, touching each 
other, formed a covering for the holy ark, 
Theſe cherubims were wrought with ſuch 
exquiſite {kill and ingenuity, that to give 
an accurate deſcription of them would be 
a very arduous taſk. The doors were 
twenty cubits broad, and of a height pro- 
portioned to the walls, and they were over- 
laid with beaten gold, with which preci- 
ous metal even the floor of the temple was 
entirely covered. Before this, as at the other 
entrance, was hung a rich curtain of cu- 
rious workmanſhip. In thort, nothing 
was omitted that could contribute to the 
magnificence and ſplendour of this aſtoniſh- 
ing ſtructure. ; 
Being informed that a native of Tyre, 
whoſe name was Hiram, was highly ce- 
lebrated for his ingenuity in the manufac- 
ture of gold, ſilver, and other metals, and 
alſo for his {kill in architecture, he ſent 
thither to engage him. His father was an 
Ifraclite by extraction, and his mother was 
of the tribe of Naphthali. This artificer 
was appointed to execute the moſt curious 
and difficult parts of the work. He caſt 
two braſs pillars, being four fingers thick 
in the metal, eighteen cubits in height, 
and twelve in circumference. On each 
illar were two chapiters, each five cubits 
high, they being covered with a kind of 
net-work of braſs; and below them were 
lillies of the ſame device, and beneath them 
depended two rows of pomegranates, each 
row containing an hundred. The pillars 
were placed at the entrance of the porch 
of the temple, that on the right hand be- 
ing called Jachin, and the other Boaz. 
Hiram made a veſſel of molten braſs, 
ſomewhat reſembling a globe ſevered in 
the middle, and, on account of its great 


The brazen magnitude, it was called the brazen ſea. 
ſea. 2 Chron, | : 


V. 225. 


“ Forty cubits amounted to ſomething more than 
ſeventy-two feet; 
four yards. | 
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leach of theſe baſes was made a laver of the 


þ 


that is, to upwards of -twenty- 


| wheels, each a cubit and a half over, the 


of an equal meaſure in diameter. 


baths, being placed on the baſes, were de- 


facing the eaſt. The brazen ſea was alſo 


lavers were made uſe of for cleanſing the 


tined for the burnt-offerings. 


ſhew-bread: on the other tables were 
placed twenty thouſand veſſels and cups of 


(Book yy 


This veſſel meaſured ten cubits from ſide 
to ſide, and the metal was four fingers 
thick, and was ſupported by a twiſted 
illar, of one cubit in circumference. At 
the baſe of this pillar were placed the figures 
of twelve bulls or oxen, three facing the 
eaſt, three the weſt, three. north, and three 
ſouth. This veſſel would contain three 
thouſand baths, each bath being eſtimated 
nearly equal to ten Engliſh pottles. 
He made ten brazen bales, of equal di- 
menſions, with ſquare. fides: the length 
of them was five cubits each, the breadth 
four, and the height fix. To each baſk 
were made four pillars or ſupporters, and 
the parts, which were ſeparately calt, were 
ſo nicely compacted, that each bale and its 
pillars appeared to be one entire piece of 
work. The figures of a bull, a lion, an 
eagle, and other repreſentations were 
wrought upon the baſes; the pillars and 
the plates of the borders, were 2dorned 
with correſponding images. The whole 
was mounted on a carriage with four 


wheels, ſpokes, nave and every other part 
being caſt, and put together with ſurpriſ- 
ing ingenuity. Emboſſed work was intro- 
duced, in repreſentation of hands, ſhould- 
ers, the paws of lions, talons of eagles, 
and branches of palm trees, for the pur- 
poſe of making good the angles; and reſts 
were formed for receiving the layers. To 


ſame metal, being four cubits high, and 


| The 
lavers, each of which would contain forty 


poſited in the temple, five being diſpoſed 
on the north, and five on the ſouth fide, 


depolited in the building; and it was aſ- 
ſigned to the uſe of the prieſts, who were 
to waſh their hands and feet therein, pre- 
vious to their approaching the altar. The 


entrails, and other parts of the victims deſ- 


He conſtructed a brazen altar, twenty 71. bene 
cubits in length, twenty broad and ten iNaltar,5. 
depth, on which the burnt offerings were 
made; and provided water pots, fleſh- 
hooks, and boilers, of the ſame metal; 
and, in ſhort, all the utenſils appertaining 
to the ceremonials of religion. Solomon 
cauſed an immenſe number of tables to be rule 
made of various forms and fizes, and of Sbew-bri% 
ineſtimable value; and one, which was“ 
larger than the reſt, was entirely compoſed 
of pure gold and on this was placed the 


gold, and forty thouſand of filver. 
In conformity with the injunction of 
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PLAN of the TEMPLE of JERUSALEM. 
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rar, II. BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. + 


Moſes, Solomon provided twelve thouſand lies; for the face of the earth was raiſed 
candleſticks, one of them according to the || no leſs than four hundred cubits, + in or- 
direction of the law, held lights which were || der to bring it to a level with the ſummit of 
kept conſtantly burning. This candleſtick the rock on which the - buildin 
was placed on the ſouth fide, oppoſite the raiſed. 


table for the ſhew-bread, which was on the This wonderful edifice was ſurtound 2 


north; and in the middle was the golden || with a double cloiſter, ſupported by two 
altar. The ark of the covenant was kept || rows of pillars, each of them bein 


in the holy of hollies, which was divided in one entire piece from the rock. The 
from the fore-part of the temple. cloiſters was wainſcotted with cedar, the 

Solomon. alſo cauſed eighty thouſand | 
wine cups, ten thouſand goblets, and other || filver-work. - The holy temple of Jeruſa- 
veſſels of various forms to be made in geld, lem was compleated in ſeven years; fo 
and twenty thouſand in filver. He alſo that, conſidering its unexampled and aſto- 
provided twenty thouſand of the golden niſhing nfþgnificence and ſplendour, the 
meaſures, called the Moſaical Hin and Aſ- work of many ages may be ſaid to have been 


faron,* and forty thouſand of the. fame in||compriſed within that period. . 


filver ; eighty thouſand golden diſhes and The: temple was no ſooner brought to a 
plates for ſteeping flour in upon the altar, || ſtate of perfection, than Solomon diſpatch- 
and double that number in filver; twenty ed letters to the elders, and the principals 
thouſand golden cenſers for incenſe, and|| of the different tribes, requeſting them to 
fifty thouſand other cenſers for conveying || ſummon the people to repair to Jeruſalem 
fire from the great to the ſmaller altar. to view the ſtructure, and aſſiſt in depoſit- 
This illuſtrious monarch alſo cauſed to || ing the holy ark therein. The people ac- 
be made one thouſand pontifical robes, || cordingly aſſembled in the ſeventh month, 
embelliſhed with ephods, ſuits of precious || which the Hebrews call Huri and the 
ſtones, and other appendages ; but there || Macedonians Hyperbereteus, it then being 
was no other crown than that on which || the time for celebrating the feaſt of the 
Moſes had inſcribed the facred name ofthe || tabernacles, which the Hebrews accounted 


made ten thouſand veſts of ſilk, and a like || ſacred veſſels appertaining to the altar, were 
number of girdles, Agreeably with the conveyed into * temple by the prieſts, 
directions of Moſes, two hundred thou- they being preceded by the king, an im- 
ſand trumpets, and the ſame number of || menſe concourſe of people, and the Le- 
ſilken ſtoles, were provided for the uſe af || vites, the latter carrying the facrifices and 
the Levites, 4 part of whoſe official duty oblations, and ſprinkling the earth as they 
was to chaunt hymns to the honour and 
praiſe of God; and further, there were || perfuming the air with incenſe, which was 
four hundred thouſand harps, pſalteries, || of ſo grateful and reviving a quality, that 
and other muſical inſtruments for accom- || notwithſtanding the people had danced and 
panying the fingers, they being made of a] ſung all the way to the temple, they had 
- compoſition of gold and ſilver. not the. leaſt ſenſation of fatigue; and hence 


In ſhort, nothing was omitted that could || it was concluded, that the Almighty had 


contribute to give the utmoſt poſſible de- ||deſcended to conſecrate the temple that was 
gree of perfection to this gloriouſly .magni- || dedicated to his worſhip. 


ficent ſtructure. The part of the temple Having reached the holy of hollies, the 


where only the prieſts were to be admit- people drew back, when the prieſts con- 
ted was encloſed with a fence of three feet || veyed the ark into the oracle, where they 
in height ; and the ſpace-for the reception fixed it under the two cherubims, whicl 


g was 


g hewn 


roof was fretted, and the doors were of 


Almighty ; and this crown is to be ſeen || the moſt ſolemn of their feſtivals. The 
at the preſent time. For the E were holy ark, the tabernacle of Moſes, and the 


paſſed with the blood of the victims, and 
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The ark de- 
pony in the 
oly of holies. %Y 


of ſuch of the laity as came within the || had been made with the points of their 
qualifications required by the law, was a wings extending each to the other, ſo that 


court of a quadrangular form, ſurrounded ||.the ark, which ſtood juſt beneath, ap- 
with ſpacious porticos or galleries, and hay- || peared to be covered and protected there- 
ing four ſuperb gates, plated and inlaid with || by. In the ark were depoſited the two 


gold, which opened to the caſt, weſt, north || ſtone tables, which had the ten command- 


and ſouth. 11 ments engraven on them, as they had been 
| Preparatory to the erection of this ſtu- delivered by God on Mount Sinai. In the 
penduous edifice, immenſe labour was em- || ſanctuary were alſo placed the candleſticks, 
ployed in filling up the circumjacent val- || table, and golden altar, diſpoſed in the 
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According to Calmet, the Hin contained ſome- contained, as the above writer ſays, ſomething more 
thing more than ten Engliſh pints. The Aſſaron than fix Engliſh pints. | . 
vas equal in meaſure to the Gomor, or Omer, and + Seven hundred and twenty-eight feet, or two 

| hundred and forty yards, and two feet; 
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A cloud de- 


ſcends in to- 


ken of God's 


approbation. 
2 Chron, v. 


13s 


an intimation of the Divine pleaſure, and 
of the geſcent of God to dwell in the 


verently love and ſerve thee.” 


Solomon's e- 
jaculation 
upon the 
8 of 
od, whom 
be implores 
to bleſs the 


people. 


2 Chron. vi. x 


ing the temple, his family being eſtabliſh- 


mo are fulfilled, be you thankful te the 
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fame manner as they heretofore had been in 
the tabernacle, when daily facrifices were 
offered up. Directly oppoſite to the door, 
was placed the brazen altar, that the gran- 
deur of the worſhip on the other fide might 
be the better ſeen. In the temple were 


likewiſe depoſited, all the remainder of the 
holy utenſiſs and veſſels. . 

The moſt reſpectful care having been 
taken to place the ark in a proper man- 


deſcended which fo obſcured the view, 
that they ſcarcely ſaw each other; but its 
effects were ſo benign, that it appeared as 
not proceeding from a common cauſe, but 


temple. 
As the people were deliberating on this 
event, 
dignity and devotion, prayed as follows; 


4 O God, who dwelleſt in eternity, thou 
be accepted as an atonement for their of- 


who haſt created this world, the Heavens, 
earth, air, and the fea, from nothing; who 
filleſt all nature with thine unbounded and 
incomprehenſible greatneſs; look with | 
compaſſion on us, Who have built a temple 
to the glory of thy name. May our pray- 
ers be heard, O God, and our ſacrifices ac- 
cepted. Though thou art omnipreſent, 
be particularly with thy ſervants. Nothing 
is hid from thee : from thy throne in Hea- 
ven, then, attend to our petitions. Have 
mercy, upon us, O God, who heareſt 
thoſe that conſtantly worſhip thee, and re- 

This prayer being ended, Solomon ad- 
dreſſed the people on the providence and 
Power of the Almighty, informing them, 
that in viſions and dreams, ſtrange” things 
had been made known to David; his father, 
reſpecting himſelf, the name given him, 
his ſucceeding to the government, the raiſ- 


ed, and the welfare of the people at large: 
* And now (faid he) as many of the pro- 


rd, not only for preſent enjoyment, but 
for future benefits, and conſider the bleſ- 
ſings beſtowed as a prelude to greater yet 
to come.” : 64 Wn 

Thus ſaying, Solomon lifted up his 
hand, and looking towards 'the temple, ex- 
claimed What, O God! are the moſt 
ſplendid works of man, compared with the 
leaſt of thy bounties ! How ſhalt thou, who 
wanteſt not our ſervices, be requited 
thoſe who have nothing to beſtow ! All we 
can offer is the tribute of our thanks and 
gratitude, a diſtinction by which men are 
honoured above thy other creatures; which 
thanks I now render, for myſelf my fami- 
ly and my people, for all the bleſſings, be- 


—  — — — cu 


ner, and the prieſts being retired, a cloud 


Solomon aroſe, and with equal 


— 


22 


moſt ſincete acknowledgments © for thy 
mercies to my deceaſed father, who was 
exalted from the 'ſheepfold to the throne; 
and for thy infinite bounties to myſelf, 
Be pleaſed, Almighty Father, to preſerve 
the goverament in our family for a ſucceſ- 
fion of ages, - agreeable to thy ' promiſe to 
my father David; and continue to the 
Hebrew nation thy divine protection. Con- 
deſcend, O God, to let thy holy ſpitit 
deſcend upon this temple. I am conſcious, 
that even the Heavens and the whole earth 
are, too confined for thy majeſty and glory: 
but yet, permit me to implore, that this 


| fabric may receive thy conſtant protection, 


and be made the place of thy peculiar re- 
ſidence. Preſerve this building from the 
aſſaults of our enemies, and let thy poſſeſ- 
fion of it be its conſtant defence. If the 
ſins of the people ſhould provoke tay diſ- 
pleaſure, let their humble ſupplicationg 
and unſeigned repentance in this thy houſe 


fences. This mercy 1 implore not for the 
Hebrews alone, but for all people who 


== F 


2 


quired, by 
and juſtice. 


ſhall offer up their prayers in this holy 
lace, | Thus will it be manifeſt to the 
whole world, that the Hebrews are thy 
choſen people, that their temple ' is the 
place of thy habitation, and alſo that we 
are not deſirous of excluding others from 
the enjoyment of the diſpenſations of the 
author and fountain of happinefs.“ | 
The king now proſtrated himſelf on the 
earth, and having 'remained ſome. ſhort 
time in that poſture of adoration, he aroſe, 
and proceeded to offer up divers ſacrifices, 
which were denoted to be acceptable by a 


conſuming the offeripgs.: This prodigy 
ing ſeen by the multitude, they conſidered 


ledged the temple, and ap 
ſhip; which had ſuch an effect upon them, 
that they all bowed themſelves to the 
ground, in adoration-of the Deity. | 
The king then recommended the people 
to regulate their whole conduct through 
life according to the laws and e. of 
Moſes, as an infallible means of promoting 


cheir proſperity and happineſs, which were 


only to be preſerved, as they had been ac- 
the conſtant practice of religion 


Having concluded his exhortations, So- 
lomon diſmiſſed the aſſembly, after offer- 
ing up in facrifice twelve thouſand calves, 
-and a hundred and twenty thouſand lambs, 
on which all the people were entertained. 
The blood of theſe beaſts was the firſt 
ever ſhed in the temple. At this time alſo 
was celebrated the feaſt of the tabernacles, 
the whole expence of that ſolemnity, which ; 
was held before the temple, and continu- 


ſtowed upon us. Accept then, O God, my 
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flaſh of fire deſcending upon the altar, and a fte ran 
be- Heaven de- 
{cends upon 
the altzr, 


it as à certain proof that God acknow- Chios. rig 
proved the wor⸗- 
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ed a fortnight, being diſcharged by the 
king. 3 

a Fi ſhort time afterwards, God appeared 
again to Solomon in his ſleep, when he 
was informed, that his prayers and ſacri- 
fices were accepted, that the Almighty 
would continue to he his protector, and 
would conſent to reſide in the temple while 


himſelf, his ſubjects, and their poſterity 


deſcription 


a, 
Kings vii, 


credit to the 


f Solomon's ſumptuous edifice. 


ſhould diſcharge their religious duties with 
the zeal that had been manifeſted by his 
father David. On this condition it was 
promiſed, that he ſhould attain the utmoſt 
ſublunary happineſs ; that the poſſeſſion of 
the throne ſhould remain in his family ; 
and that the ſceptre ſhould ever be ſway- 
ed by a prince of the tribe of Judah : on 
the contrary, that if they ſhould depart 
from their preſent worſhip, they ſhould be 
no more a diſtinct people, but being har- 
raſſed by war, and other calamities, ſhould 
wander as exiles and vagabonds through 
the world. Soloman learnt from the voice 
of God, that, if his gg ee apoſtatized, the 
new building ſhould be deſtroyed, and 
burnt by Barbarians, and Jeruſalem laid in 
aſhes by an unrelenting foe; ſo that a- 
mazement ſhould ariſe from the extremity 
of the diſtreſs, that a people lately fo fa- 
voured of Heaven, and fo diſtinguiſhed by 
their riches and ſplendour, ſhould at once 
fink to ſuch utter contempt ;z when the 


forſaking their God, and abandoning the 
religion of their forefathers, and their 


country, had brought that judgment upon | 


them. 


The temple being finiſhed, Solomon be- 


gan to build a royal palace, which was 
thirteen years in compleating. He was 
not ſo anxious reſpecting the latter, as the 
former, which as we have heretofore ſaid, 


was finiſhed in ſeven years, owing to the 


particular aid and bleſſing of God. The 
court of Solomon was greatly inferior to 


the temple, as the latter was defigned for 


the immediate worſhip of God, the other 


for the reſidence of an earthly monarch : 


but it was adapted to its deſign, and a 
prince and people who built 
it, : | 5 

The following is a deſcription of this 
On ſeveral rows of 
pillars an extenſive building was erected, 
reſembling a court of juſtice. Its length 
was one hungred, its breadth fifty, and its 
depth thirty cubits. It was ſupported 
ſixteen ſquare columns, encloſed with co- 
rinthian work in cedar wood; and for ſafety 
and ornament had double doors, curiouſly 
wrought, A building was erected in the 


| midſt of this hall, which was thirty cu- 


bits ſquare, being ſupported by ſtout pil- 
lars: and here a throne was placed, where 
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the king uſed to give judgment in per fon. 


Next to the hall were the queen's apart= 


ments, with drawing rooms, which were 


| adorned with cedar; and built on ſtones 


— 


of ten cubits ſquare, which were in part 
plain; and partly overlaid with marble, 


after the mode cuſtomary in temples and 


palaces. | 

Three depths of elegant hangings adorns 
ed the room; in which were carved im- 
ages of trees, plants, and other repreſenta- 
tions, ſo finely executed as to appear con- 
ſtantly in motion. Figures of various co- 
lours; on a white ground, filled up the 
ſpace to the ceiling. There were rooms 
for retirement, rooms of ſtate, and lon 
galleries, all gilt and furniſhed in the moſt 
ſuperb ſtile. . The ſervices of plate for 
the king's table were of pure gold. To de- 
ſcribe the chambers, courts, vaults, tur- 
rets, and various offices, would be a work 
of great labour. In ſhort, the whole fa- 
bric was a compoſition of gold, filyer; 
marble and cedar, precious ' ſtones being 
diſperſed on the walls and ceilings, in a 
ſtile of ornament like that of the temple: 
A large throne of ivory was erected, "ue 
curiouſly carved and engraved, It was af- 
cended by fix ſteps, at either end of which 
was the figure of a lion, and above the 
ſteps were the gepreſentations of two lions, 


| y || one on either de, On this throne were 
themſelves would acknowledge, that the 


two arms, as if to ſupport the king when 
he was ſeated on it: and beneath was the 
figure of a bullock wrought in pure gold, 
The temple and palace were near twenty 
years in building; and towards the con- 
ſtruction of thoſe ſuperb edifices, Hiram, 
king of Tyre, contributed vaſt treaſures of 
gold and ſilver, and large quantities of ce- 


dar and cypreſs wood; in return for which 


Solomon ſent him annually a large ſuppl) 
of corn, wine and oil, He likewiſe ole 
fered to his acceptance twenty cities ſitu- 
ated on the borders of Galilee near Tyre: 


but having ſurveyed, and not liking them, 


he declined Solomon's offer, with reſpect- 
ful acknowledgments. 


ing, it does not pleaſe me. 

Hiram had fo great an opinion of the 
wiſdom of Solomon, that he failed not to 
conſult him in all caſes of difficulty and 
importance, and always received ſatisfac- 


by || tory anſwers. Menander, the hiſtorian who 


tranſlated the Tyrian annals from the Phi- 


In conſequence 
hereof, that part of the country where 
| theſe cities ſtood, was called Chabalon, a 
word in the Phœnecian language ſignify- 


. 2 
1 3 


liſtine into the Greek language, ſpeaks of Menander 


| n . tions So- 
Solomon and Hiram as follows:“ Hiram, n nd 


the ſon of Abibale, ſucceeded his father Hiram. 


in the kingdom of Tyre. He lived three 
and fifty years, and reigned four and thirty, 


He annexed a piece of ground, called the 
1 great 


214. 


great field, to the iſland, and dedicated a || 
golden pillar to Jupiter in his temple. He 
cut down materials in indance upon 
Mount Libanus, for the veting of holy 
places; and pulling down ancient temples, 
he built new ones to Hercules and Aſtarte. 
He erected a ſtatue for Hercules in the 
month of Peritius ; and then in an expe- 
dition againſt the Fyceans, for not paying 
the duty of a tribute, as they ought to 
have done, he overcame them, and return- 
ed home. In his. days, there was one 
Abdemonus, a young man, that took up- 
on him to give Solomon, the king of Je- 
ruſalem, an explanation of all dark and 
myſterious queſtions that ſnould be put to 
him.” Dius writes allo to this effect: 
« Abibale being now dead, Hiram, his 
ſon, ſucceeded him, who by filling up void 
places on the eaſt quarter of the town, en- 
larged the borders, and brought the temple 
of Olympian Jupiter, that before ſtood a- 
part, and at adiſtance, into the compaſs of 
the city ; enriching and adorning it with 
golden offerings to a very great value ; 
after which, he ordered the cutting down 
of cedars upon Mount Libanus for the uſe 
of holy places.“ He ſays farther, © That 
Solomon, the king of Jeruſalem, often ſent 
problems and riddles to Hiram, upon the 
forfeiture of a great ſum of money, if he 
failed expounding them. Thoſe: difficult 
caſes were afterward not only unriddled 
by Abdemonus, a Tyrian, but new propo- 
ſitions were ſtarted by him, which Solomon 
himſelf not being able to reſolve, he was 
obliged to refund the greateſt part of the 
money.” ; ” 
Solomon now repaired the walls of Je- 
ruſalem, to which he added towers and 
others ſecurities. He likewiſe built, in the 
land of the Philiſtines, the cities of Afar, 
Magedon, and Gazara. This laſt city, 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had heretofore 
taken, razed it to the ground, and put all 
the inhabitants to the ſword ; but'afterwards 
he gave it to his daughter, on her mar- 
riage with Solomon, who cauſed it to be 
rebuilt as a city of ſtrength. He alſo built 
Betachora, Baleth and other places of 
pleaſing retirement, diſtinguiſhed for good 
water, and pure air. Having taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of the entrance of the deſert towards 
Syria, he there erected the fortified city of 


Dius ſpeaks 
of Hiram, 


Solomon 
builds five 
cities be- 
ſides other 
places of 
pleaſure, 

2 Chron. viii, 
2256. 


Thamadora, by which name the Syrians 


ſtill call it; but the Greeks call it Palmyra. 
This city having ſeveral ſprings and foun— 
tains, was intended for a watering- place 
to thoſe who paſted through the deſert. It 
was fix days journey from Babylon, two 
from upper Syria, and one from the Eu- 
phrates. 

As many people have wondered how it 
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| Red Sea, the king conſtructed a number of 


(Bak yg 


from Minzas, the founder of Memphis (long 
before our father Abraham's time) to Solo. 
non, above thirteen hundred years, ſhould be 
called Pharaoh, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
in the Egyptian language Pharaoh ſignifies 
king. I conceive that they are educated 
with other names, but, aſſuming the rank, 
they take that of the king, Thus it way 
with the kings of Alexandria, who were all 
called Ptolemy, after the firſt monarch, 
Thus, likewiſe, with the Roman emperors, 
whoſe family name was ſunk in that of Cæ- 
far. Herodotus of Halicarnafſus, reckons 
three hundred and thirty -kings of Egypt, 
without naming them, as they were all 
called Pharaoh. A woman afterwards ſuc. 
ceeding to the throne, he diſtinguiſhes her 
by her proper name of Nicaulis, as Pharaoh 
was the name common to the men only. I 
do not find that there was any king of Egypt 
called Pharaoh, after Solomon's father- in- 
law; nor have I any doubt, but Nicaulis 
was that queen of Egypt and Ethiopia who 
went to viſit Solomon. I | | 
Between Mount Libanus and the city 
Amathe, there yet dwelt a number of Cana- 
anites, who refuſed ſubmiſſion to the king 
of Iſrael ; but at length Solomon compel- 
led them to pay an annual tribute of a fixed 
number of ſlaves, who were to till the land, 
and to do other laborious exerciſes ; for the 
Hebrews engaged in no ſervile offices, it 
being thought diſhonourable for thoſe who 
had ſubdued ſo many nations, to do the 
work of captives. The diſpoſition of the 
Iſraelites was turned to arms, military ex- 
erciſes, and the uſe of horſes, and chariots. 
The Canaanites were kept to conſtant work, 
ix hundred perſons being appointed to ſu- 
perintend them, and to ſee they did their 
duty. | 5 Tos: 
At Ezon-Geber, a bay of Egypt, on the 
ſhips. This port is now named Berenice, 
and is near the city of Elan, formerly 
deemed to be in the Hebrew juriſdiction, 
King Hiram greatly aſſiſted king Solomon 
in preparing his navy, ſending him marin- 
ers and pilots, who conducted Solomon's 
officers to Ophir, called the land of Gold, 
where they collected four hundred talents 
of that metal Which they carried to Solo- 
mon. yp . 
So great a character had Solomon now 
obtained for his virtue and knowledge, that 
Nicaulis, queen of Egypt and Ethiopia, 
who was alſo diſtinguiſhed for her wiſdom, 
was deſirous of viſiting, him, with a view 
of being aſſured whether the rumours con- 
cerning his extraordinany talents were not 
exaggerated. She therefore proceeded to- 
wardsJerufalem, with a numerous equipage 
having in her train ſeveral camels laden 


ſhould happen, that all the kings of Egypt, | 


\ 


with precious ſtones, gold, and 8 
| olo- 
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Solomon received her with all. the reſpect 
and diſtinction due to her exalted rank; and 
with ſo little difficulty reſolved the intricate 


queſtions ſhe propoſed to him, as perfect- Arabia, and the adventures of the mer- 


ly to convince her that his wiſdom was 
even greater than fame had repreſented it. 
The ſplendour and elegance of the royal 
alace, and the extraordinary ſagacity diſ- 
played by the king, in contriving the ſtruc- 
ture, raiſed the admiration of this illuſtri- 
ous princeſs ; and the grove of Lebanon, 
which was reckoned the maſter-piece of 
the building, ſhe contemplated with pe— 
culiar delight. She alſo received great ſa- 
tisfaction from from being preſent at the 
daily ſacrifices, and obſerving the zeal and 
devotion of the prieſts and Levites in the 
diſcharge of their official duty. Having fre- 
quently ruminated on theſe ſubjects, ſhe at 
length addreſſed the king to the following 
urport: ä 
«© Moſt illuſtrious ſovereign, when com- 
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| fleet brought to Solomon fix hundred and 


ſixty-ſix talents + of goid, befides rich 
preſents from the kings and governors of 


chants, Of this gold the king cauſed two 


hundred targets to be caſt, each weighing 


fix hundred ſhekels ; ꝓ and they were hun 
up in thegreat hall of the grove of Lebanon. 
The king's drinking cups were made of beat- 
ten gold, curiouſly embelliſhed with pre- 
cious ſtones; and all his utenſils for com- 
mon uſe were of the ſame valuable metal. 
Money was not the medium of this ſove— 
reign's traffic; for his ſhips being navigat- 
ed from the ſea of Tarſus, they traded with 
different foreign nations, bringing in ex— 
change for the produce of his own country, 
gold, filver, ivory, negroes, apes, and vari- 
ous articles unneceſſary to be particularized. 
This voyage, going and returning, was on 
the average,reckoned to cccupy the ſpace of 
three years. 
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mon report verges on the extreme of good The fame of Solomon's wiſdom and Divers great 
or evil, we are conſtrained to withhold our || randeur was now fo extended, that the Pers pre- 


confidence: but fo far from tranſgreſſing the ||[{overeigns of many kingdoms wiſhed to ſe 5 


gold, filv 
; 5 e eie, er, 
limits of truth, common fame has not even (him; and loſt no {opportunity of proving purple robes, 


done juſtice to your mental faculties, or the their reſpect by the preſents they ſent him, x wax Era | 
dignity with which you exerciſe the regal ||confiſting of gold, ſilver, purple robes, per- 2 Chron. ix. 

powers. The ſubjects of Solomon muſt be fumes, and ſpices, with chariots, horſes, “ 23, 24. 
ſingularly happy in the daily experience of ſand mules, the laſt of uncommon beauty. 


his extraordinary wiſdom and goodneſs: 
and praiſed be the Almighty for ordaining 
ſo excellent a prince to reign over this na- 


The king had now a thouſand chariots, and 
twenty thouſand horſes, which were rode 
by young men admirably {killed to manage 


gon? SY | them. Theſe youths were all dreſſed in 
. Having delivered the above addreſs, the purple, and when the ſun ſhone on their 
tangeof Queen preſented to Solomon twenty talents || hair, which was intermixed with threads of 
prſeuts be- * of gold, together with precious ſtones, || gold, it had a moſt beautiful effect. So- 
dry ſpices and perfumes to a great amount. lomon uſed to ride, dreſſed in white, in 
we. Kings Tradition ſays, that ſhe gave him a root||a chariot, attended by theſe men, having 
ap of balſam, which was the firſt brought into arms and quivers, to a pleaſant houſe he had 
Judea, where that plant is now. cultivated at Ethan, near the city, in which he much 
with the greateſt ſucceſs. Solomon made delighted, for the beauty of its gardens, 
returns ſuitable to the gifts he had receiv- [walks and fountains; 
ed, after which the queen departed to her] Solomon was of fo quick a penetration, 
own country. ; that it may be ſaid he ſcarcely ſuffered the 
About this time Solomon's fleet return- || moſt minute improvement, either for uſe 
ed from Orphir, which was alſo called ||or ornament, to eſcape him. He cauſed 
the land of gold, with a rich ſupply of |jall the public roads leading to the palace at 
precious ſtones, and abundance of pine||Jeruſalem, to be regularly paved with a 
wood. The latter was uſed partly for black ſtone; and to this he was induced by 
pillars to ſupport the temple and the the double conſideration of diſplaying his 
palace, and partly for making pfalteries, own magnificence, and contributing to the 
harps, cymbols, and other muſical  inſtru- ||conveniency of the public. He kept but 
ments, on which the Levites played, while few chariots at Jeruſalem, but : diſperſed 
chaunting forth the praiſes ot God. This [great numbers in different towns, which 


1 
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*Twenty'talents weighed two thouſand two hundred || millions, fix hundred, and forty fix thouand, three 
and eighty- one pounds, three ounces, and amount- || hundred and fift. pounds Engluh money.“ 
ed in gold to one hundred and nine thouſand, and || f The weight of fix hundred ſhekels was eleven 
ave hundred pounds Engliſh money. The dcrip- pounds, four ounces, ſeventeen penny weights, 
ture ſays, the queen preſented to Solomon a hund- and twelve grains, the value thereof in gold being 
red and twenty talents of gold. See 2 Chron. ix. 9. five bundred and forty-ſeven pounds Engliſh. 

+ Six hundred and fixty-fix talents weighed nine i| | Twelve thouſand are mentioned in 1, Kings, 
hundred and fixty-five pounds, ſeven ounces, and vi. 26. and x. 26. and likewiſe in 2 Chron, ix. 25. 
ten penny weights; and the value in gold was three || Vide Bochart's Hlieroz. Ub ii. cap. 9. part I. 
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degeneracy 
into idolatry. 
1 Kings, x11. 


were called the Chariot- towns, and at theſe 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS; 


places they were kept free of expence. The 


profuſion of ſilver which was at Jeruſalem 
is not to be deſcribed ; and cedars, which 
had befpre been known only in Judea, were. 
now to be met with as frequently as mul- 
berry - trecs. He commiſſioned certain 
Egyptian merchants to purchaſe a number 
of chariots, with two horſes to each, at the 
rate of fixty filver drachmas * for every 
carriage and pair of horſes ; and theſe he 
ſent as preſents to the king of Syria, and 
other ſovereigns beyond the Euphrates. 

It is indiſputable, that Solomon was 
greatly ſuperior to any monarch who had 
graccd a throne, in piety, wiſdom, juſtice, 
power, and other eminent advantages : but 
it is equally certain, that by acting contrary 
to the law of Moſes, and the religious and 


legal inſtitutions of his anceſtors, he blaſted 


the hopes which his exemplary conduct in 
the early part of life had inſpired. His un- 
governable attachment to women was ſuch, 
that, not contented with thoſe of his own 
country, he had intercourſe with the Ty- 
rians, Sidonians, Ammonites, and others, 
in dire& violation of the law of Moſes. 
The prohibition of the Hebrews intermar- 
rying with foreign women, was made on 
the wiſe conſideration, that women profeſ- 
ſing an idolatrous religion might ſeduce men 
from the worſhip of the true God. Solo- 
mon contracted marriage with no leſs than 
ſeven hundred women, who were deſcended 
from the moſt exalted families ; and one of 
them was daughter to the king of Egypt: 
he had alſo three hundred concubines. 
Such was his attachment to the female ſex, 
that, in order to evince his tenderneſs and 
affection, he adopted the idolatrous mode 
of worſhip that was practiſed and recom- 
mended by his women. But his compli- 
ance with this impious example was -not 
his firſt violation of the law, which he 
tranſgreſſed by cauſing the figures of the 
twelve bulls to be placed round the pe- 
deſtal of the brazen ſea, and afterwards the 
repreſentations of the lions to be fixed on 
the fteps of his throne. In his father, 
Solomon had an eminent inſtance of right- 
 eouſneſs, virtue, and honour; and the ex- 
ample of that illuſtrious prince was recom- 
mended to him by a divine viſitation durin 
his fleep : but his diſregard of the inſtruc- 
tions communicated to him by divine in- 
ſpiration, was the cauſe of his being brought 
to an ignominious death. 

By the agency of a prophet, the Al- 
mighty was pleaſed to communicate to So- 
lomon, that he ſhould experience retribu- 


——_—_—— 


* The Hebrew drachma was of the fame weight therefore muſt amount to about ſeventeen pounds of 


with the Grecian and Roman, and its value was fix- 


nual revenue. 


{Book 


| tion for all his iniquities : but that cons 


formably with the promiſe given to his fa. 
ther, he ſhould not be deprived of the fo. 
vereignty, which ſhould deſcend to his 
ſon, who ſhould, however, be puniſhed 
for the crimes of his parent. He was fur- 
ther informed by the prophet, that ten of 
the tribes ſhould revolt from his ſucceflor 
in the government; but that, from a re- 
gard to David and the temple of Jeru- 
ſalem, the other two ſhould preterve their 


allegiance. - g 
A ſhort time after the delivery of the 3%, 
above denouncing meſſage, God raiſed a erfi «i 


owerf, 1 g . C 4 do Solo R 
p ul and implacable enemy n 
14. 


Solomon in the perſon of Adad, an Idu- 
mean by birth, who was of royal extrac- 
tion. Upon the conqueſt of Idumea by 
Joab, David's general, he cauſed all the 
male inhabitants of the country, who were 
capable of bearing arms, to be put to death, 
Adad, who was then young, eſcaped the 
maſſacre, and retired into the dominions of 
the king of Egypt, who gave him a moſt 
friendly reception, appointing him an an- 
tozether with houſes and 
lands; and, in ſhort, he had fo high an eſ- 
teem for the youth, that, in proceſs of 
time, he gave to him in marriage his ſiſter 
Taphines, who brought him a ton, which 
Pharoah cauſed to be educated and brought 
up with his own children. 

Intelligence of the deceaſe of David and 
Joab being conveyed into Egypt, Adad rex 
queſted Pharoah's permiſſion to return to 
his own country; his intention being to 
foment an inſurrection, as a means of 


avenging the maſlacres perpetrated there 


during the early part of his life. Though 
Pharoah repeatedly urged him to explain 
his motive for relinquiſhing a ſituation 
where he had been fo kindly protected and 
highly favoured, he was not able to obtain 
a ſatisfaQory reply. 
The iniquities of Solomon calling now 
aloud for vengeance, the Almighty inclined 
Pharoah to yield to the ſolicitation of Adad, 
who repaired into Idumea with a reſolution 
to raiſe a rebellion againſt Solomon : but 
obſerving the garriſons to be exceedingly 
ſtrong, and the whole country in an excel- 
lent ſtate of defence, he judged that he 
could not effect his purpoſe by ſurpriſe, 
and therefore adjourned to Syria, 
united with a man named Rezon, 
leader of a deſperate banditti, who was a 
fugitive from his maſter Adadazar, king of 
Zobah. In conjunction with this man, he 
ſubdued that part of Syria, and having pro- 


cured himſelf to be proclaimed king, he com- 
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Engliſh money. 


pence three tarthings and three fourths ; ſix hundred 0 


mitted 


where he Adad con- 


quer part 
the Sy ria. 
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mitted great ſlaughter 155 the Iſraelites, 
and obtained immenſe booty, during the 
reign of Solomon. 

At this time a dangerous conſpiracy was 
excited againſt Solomon, in his own do- 
minions, by Jeroboam, ſon of Nebat, who 
being left at a very early time of life to the 


direction of his mother, as he advanced 


towards manhood, the king noticed him 
as a youth of an active and perſevering diſ- 
ofition, and therefore appointed him ſu- 
erintendant of the improvements making 
to the walls of Jeruſalem; and as a reward 
for the punctual diſcharge of his duty in 
this office, inveſted him with the military 
command of the tribe of Joſeph. As he 


was departing on ſome occaſion from the 


city, he was met by the prophet Ahijah, 
the Shilonite, who having called him to a 
retired ſpot, took hold of his garment, and 


rent it in twelve parts: he ordered him to 


take ten of the pieces, according to the 
will of the Lord, who, as a puniſhment for 
having attached himſelf to prohibited wo- 
men and ideal gods, had determined to 
take the government from Solomon; ad- 
ding, that in conſideration of the promiſe 
to David, two of the tribes would continue 
their allegiance to the ſon of Solomon, 
The prophet exhorted Jeroboam to a rigid 
obſervance of the laws, and the pious 
example of David, and carefully to avoid 
thoſe iniquities which had produced the 
reprobation of Solomon, as the certain 
means of eſcaping a ſimilar fate. 

Being of an ambitious and turbulent 
temper, the prediction of the prophet 
greatly elevated the ſpirits of Jeroboam, 
who immediately avowed his deſign of aſ- 
ſuming the government, and exerted his 
utmoſt endeavours to excite the people to 
rebellion ; but being appriſed of his inten- 
tions, the king iſſued orders for taking 
him into cuſtody by ſurpriſe ; in conſe- 
quence of which he abſconded, and took 
refuge in the dominions of Shiſhak, king 


CHAP. III. 


The death of king Solomon, He is ſucceeded 
by Rehoboam. Ten of the tribes declare in 
favour of Feroboam, who ſeduces them into 
idolatry, and arrogates to himſelf the office 
of high-prieft. He is reproved by the pro- 
phet Fadon, The apoſtacy of Rehoboam. 


OLOMON was unqueſtionably the 
richeſt, and, except with regard to the 


n. erimes he was ſeduced into by his ungo- 


* 
122ä 


= — — — 


In this account of the age and reign of Solomon, 
our author ſeems to have been greatly miſtaken ; in- 
aſmuch as he gives an addition of no leſs than forty 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHU s: 


|| vernable attachment to women, in the dez 


cline of life, the wiſeſt ſovereign upon 
earth. Having reigned eighty * years, he 
died at the age of ninety-four, and was in- 
terred in Jeruſalem. | 5 
Solomon's ſucceſſor in the government wag 
his ſon Rehoboam, by Naama an Ammon« 
itiſh woman. Upon the king's death, ſome 
of the principal people ſent into Egypt ts 
inform Jeroboam of that circumſtance, and 
adviſe his immediate return, He accord- 
ingly haſtened to Sichem, whether Reho- 


boam likewiſe repaired, for the purpoſe of 


declaring himſelf the ſucceſſor to the go- 
vernment in a general aſſembly of the peo- 
ple. Jeroboam joined ſeveral of the prin- 
ces and other perſons of conſequence in an 
application to Rehoboam, purporting their 


moſt friendly advice to be, that he ſhould 


govern with lenity, rather than with ri- 
gour; obſerving, that, in ſome inſtances 


the deceaſed king had been guilty of op. 
preſſion; and that his ſafety and happineſs, 
and the proſperity of his ſubjects, equally 
required him to regulate his conduct in ſuch 
a manner as ſhould ſecure an acquieſcence 
in the meaſures of his government from an 
unfeigned affection to his perſon, rather 


than a dread of his power, He poſt- 


poned giving an anſwer to this addreſs 


for the ſpace of three days, which delay 


Years, not warranted by any authority of Scripture 3 Chron, ix. 30. 


occaſioned an alarm and apprehenſion a- 


mong the people, who conſidered, that an 
immediate compliance with ſo reaſonable 
a requeſt would not have been refuſed by a 


wer diſpoſed to promote the welfare of 


is ſubjects, 4 | 

Aſſembling the counſellors of his de- 
ceaſed father, he requeſted their advice, as 
to what reply he ſhould make. On this 
occaſion they prudently adviſed him to 
behave with humility and condeſcenſion; 
obſerving, that ſuch conduct would doubt- 
leſs have a more favourable effect than a 
rigid adherence to the formalities of ſtate. 
But ſo infatuated was this youthful prince 
by the ſplendours of royalty, that reject- 
ing the ſalutary counſel he had received, 
he applied for the ſentiments of ſome per- 
ſons of his own age and diſpoſition, who 


recommended him to ſay, that the people 


ſhould feel greater weight from his little 
finger, than they had done from the loins of 
his father; that if tyranny had been exer- 
ciſed before, their oppreſſion ſhould be ag- 
gravated ; and if his predeceſſor had made 
uſe of whips as the inſtruments of chaſtiſe- 
ment, he would exerciſe upon them a diſci- 
pline with ſeorpions. 


— 
** 1 
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where we are informed, that he came to the throne 
very young, and that he reigned. in Jeruſalem over” 


all Iſrael forty years. See 1 Kings ix. 42. and a 


On 
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receive an anſwer from the king, which he 

delivered preciſcly in the words recom- 

mended by the young men, Thus by the 

providence of the Almighty, was the pre- 

diction of the prophet Ahijah fulfilled. 

Upon hearing the king's anſwer, the people, 

as with one voice, cried out, We diſclaim 

The people all allegiance to the houſe of David. 

renounce aile- him, if he deſire it, hold poſſeſſion of 

glance to Re- 3 72 

| Ong the temple that was conſtructed by his 

| father; but we are no longer the ſubjects 

| of Rehoboam.” This was a prelude to a 

| general inſurrection, and the people wers 

| 10 violently exaſperated, that upon Ado- 

ram, one of the officers of the king's trea- 

ſury, being ſent to appeaſe the tumult, by 

| aſciibing the popular complaints to the 

| advice of tome inconlicerate young men, 

they reluſed to liſten to any thing that 

could be urged in extenuation of Rehobo- 

am's conduct, and ſtoned his meſſenger 

to death. Apprehending his life to be in 

danger, the king mounted his chariot, and 

repaired with the utmoſt expedition to 
Jerutalem. 

The tribes of Judah and Benjamin, con- 
tinued in allegiance to Rehoboam; but the 
other ten tribes declared, they would never 
more acknowledge the fovereignty of a 
deſcendant of the houſe of David. 

Having collected an army of one hun- 
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dred and eighty thouſand men, Rehoboam | 


propoſed to profecute a war againſt the 


he ſhould compel them to obedience. 
During the preparations for this intended 
enterpriſe, a prophet of God exhorted him 
not to engage in a civil war, urging, that 
the defection of the tribes was an event, 
which for juſt ends had been produced by 
the provicence of the Almighty, 
Jeroboam conſtructed a palace at Sichem, 
where he eſtabliſhed his reſidence, and he 
afterwards built another at Penuel. On 
the approach of the feaſt of the taberna- 
cles, he reflected, that if his people ſhould 
repair to Jeruſalem to celebrate that feſti- 
, the ceremonies of religion might fo 


Jeroboam 
builds him 
two palaces, 
1 Kings xii 
25 


He buil Js two 
temples aid Va 


lets up tao far operate on their minds, as to induce 
goldencalves, 
ver. 28. 


them to acknowledge allegiance to their late 
ſoveleign, whereby both his life and go- 
vernment would be in imminent danger. 


On theſe conſiderations he determined to 


erect two temples, one at Bethel, and the 

other at Dan, a town fituated near the 

head of the Leſſer Jordan. Having con- 
ſccrated the golden image of a call in each 

of theſe buildings, he aſſembled the ten 

tribes under his command, and addreſſed 
them to the following effect 

« It is unnecetiary, my friends and coun— 


tryme 
4 4 
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On the third day the people attended to | 


(Box N 


the Deity ; in whatever place we are, he 
hears and accepts the prayers we offer to 
him; IJ therefore conceive, that for the 
exerciſe of your religion, it will be totally 
needleſs to undertake a tedious Journey to 
Jeruſalem. The builder of the temple 


Let 


ten tribes, that had deſerted his cauſe, till 


n, to mention the omnipretence of 


was but a mortal like ourſelves; the golden 
calves which are placed in the teinples at 
Bethel and Dan, have been conſecrated a; 
well as the temple at Jerutalem. You will 
be at no loſs for the want either of priefls 
or Levites ; let ſuch as are inclined to exe. 
cute the ſacerdotal lunction, qualify them- 
lelves by ſacrificing a calf and a ram, b 
which ceremony alone, Aaron, the firſt of 
the order, was initiated to the prieſthood,” 
Byethus ſeducing the Hebrews from obedi. 
ence to the laws of God and their coun- 
| try, Jeroboam was the primary cauſe of 
the civil wars, bondage, and other cala- 
mities, which, inthe progrels of our work, 
they will be found to have experienced, 

- Oathe approach of the fettival of the 
ſeventh month, Jeroboam came to a refg« 
lation of performing worſhip at Bethel, 
according to the manner pradtiſzd by the 
two tribes at Jeruſalem. Ile cauſed an al- 
tar to be erected before the golden calf, and 
| himſelf aſſuming the character of high- 
ptieſt, and being attended by the prieſts 
| whom he had appointed, he proceeded to 
the ceremony of the holocauſt ; but at the 
time he was preparing to put the fire to the 
offering, a prophet named Jadon arrived 
from Jeruſalem, Having-reached the mid- 
dle of the multitude, he addreſſed himſelf 
to the following purpoſe : 

* Altar, altar, thus ſpeaketh the Al- 
mighty! From the houſe of Judah ſhall 
ariſe a man named Joſiah, who upon thee 
ſhall put to death the falſe prophets, im- 
poſtors, and ſeducers of his time; and on 
thee ſhall their bones be conſumed by fire, 
That no doubt may be entertained reſpect- 
ing the truth of this prediction, I will 
confirm the authority of it by a miracle. 
The altar ſhall fall in ruins, and the fat of 
the victims ſpall be ſpilt on the ground.“ 
Jeroboam was fo euraged by this ſpeech of 
the prophet, that extending his. arm, he 
ordered ſome perſons immediately to ſeize 
him; but on the inſtant, his arm was blaſted 
and ſo benumbed, that he was uhable to 
reſtore it to its former poſition. The aller 
broke into pieces, and the fat of the {acri- 
fices fell to the ground, as the prophet had 
predicted. Being by theſe miracles con- 
vinced, that the preſage was the eft-* ot 
divine infpiration, the King 'requeſtec: the 
prophet to ſupplicate the Almighty for the 
reſtoration of his arm to its former ule, 
which being complied with, the withered 
limb was perfectly recovered, Having &. 

preiies 


EI 
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preſſed his gratitude for the miraculous 


Jadon's miſe- 
rable death 
firetold, 


I Kings x11, 
I. 20— 24» 


cure he had received, Jeroboam invited 
the prophet to dine with him, which he 
declined, ſaying, the Almighty had inter- 
dicted him from taſting either of bread or 
wine during his ſtay in the city, and had 
further commanded, that on his departure, 
he ſhould not purſue the ſame road by 
which he came. The abſtinence and re- 
ſerve of the prophet, induced the king more 
particularly to attend to what he had faid, 
than he would otherwiſe have done; and 
the more he reflected on his predictions, the 
more his uneaſineſs increaſed. | 
An impoſtor who had aſſumed the cha- 
racter of a prophet, and ingratiated the fa- 
your of the king, by pretending to foretel 
events which he knew would flatter his 
pride, vanity, and ambition, being in- 
formed by his ſons of the miracles wrought 
by Jadon, he became exceedingly uneaſy 
at being ſupplanted in the royal - favour. 
Though oppreſſed with the infirmities of 
age, he role from his bed, and mounting 
his aſs, rode in ſearch of the ſtranger, 
whom he overtook, while repoſing himſelf 
under the ſhade of an oak. After the cuſ- 


| tomary ſalutations, the impoſtor complain- 


ed of the unkindneſs of the other, in not 
doing him the favour to call at his habi- 


tation for refreſhment. He replied, that 


God had enjoined him, neither to eat nor 
drink in the city. 'The impoſtor faid, that 
being himſelf a prophet, the prohibition 


did not extend to him, and that he had an 


expreſs direction fromthe Almighty to in- 
vite him to dinner. Unſuſpicious of the 
treacherous deſign of this man, Jadon re- 
turned with him. While they were ſeated 
at table, and engaged in converſation, the 
Lord appeared to Jadon, and informed 
him, that as a puniſhment for his diſobe- 
dience, he ſhould be torn to pieces by a 
lion, and that his remains ſhould not be 
depoſited in the ſepulchre of his fore- 
fathers. 


On his way towards Jeruſalem, Jadon 


was ſeized, and deſtroyed by a furious 


lion*, which offered no injury to the beaſt 
he rode, but remained ſometime couching 


near the body of the deceaſed, apparently 


as if to guard it. Some travellers having 
reported to the falſe prophet, the diſaſter 
that had befallen Jadon, he diſpatched his 
fons to remove the body into the city, 
where he cauſed it to be interred with 
great ſolemnity and ſplendour. He ac- 
knowledged to his ſons, that whatever the 
deceaſed had ſaid reſpecting the city, the 
altar, and the falſe prieſts, was ſtrictly 


W 
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* By this puniſhment was given a ſtriking ad- 
monition to ail the prophets, rigidly to adhere to 
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true; and commanded that, whenever he 


ſhould die, they ſhould depoſit his remains 
in the ſame ſepulchre with thoſe of Jadon 
obſerving; that when the bones were 
mingled, they could not be diſtinguiſhed, 
ſo that his own would eſcape thoſe in- 
dignities uſually ſhewn towards the remains 


; 


| of fictitious prophets. *. 


Immediately after the funeral of Jadonz 
the falſe aedplict repaired to the King, and 
finding him in an uneaſy ſtate of mind, 
reproached him with weakneſs, in having 
given confidence to the illuſory, reports 9 
a lunatic. Upon this, Jeroboam menti- 
oned the deſtruction of the altar, and the 
recovery of the uſe of his arm; n, 
that, it Jadon was not a inan peculiar 


favoured by Heaven, theſe miracles. 971 


not be accounted fof. The wicked im- 
poſtor pretended, that the labour of con- 


veying ſacrifices to the altar, might have 


occaſioned a temporary numbaels, in his 
arm, which had naturally recovered, after 
a ſhort interval of repoſe. *And with re- 
ſpect to the altar, he ſaid, that, being 
newly built, and the materials not ſuffici- 
ently ſettled, the great weight of the ſa- 
crifices might 1 be imputed ag 
the only cauſe of its fall. He then in- 
formed the king, that Jadon had been de- 
ſtroyed by a lion; concluding with an ob- 
ſervation, that neither in the miſerable fate 
that had befallen him, nor in any circum» 
ſtance of his life, could he trace any cauſe 
to juſtify a ſuppoſition that the man had 
poſſeſſed divine inſpiration. Such an effect 
had theſe artful inſinuations upon Jero- 
boam, that he relinquiſhed all conſider- 


in ſhort, ſo utterly abandoned himſelf to 
vice, that every act of his life ſeemed to 


proceed from a deſire of ſurpaſſing his 


former iniquities. 


While Rehoboam was king of the two 
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Jeroboam's 


) ; | f degeneracy. 
ations of obedience to the Almighty ; and, 33+ 


tribes, he built and ſtrongly fortified the Rehoboam 
cities of Bethlehem, Etan, Jekoa, Bethzar, 3 855 1 
Shoca, Adullam, Ipa, Mareſha, Ziph, 0 


cities. 2Chron 


Adoriam, Lachiſh, Azekah, : Zorah, A- xi. 5, 10. 


jalon, and Hebron, in the tribe of Judah, 
beſides ſeveral other towns of equal con- 
ſideration in the lot of Benjamin. Oyer 
theſe places, he appointed governors and 


eſtabliſhed garriſons in them, plentifully, 


ſupplying the inhabitants with corn, wine 
and oil, and every other article neceſſary, 
both for defence and maintenance. 
Diſguſted with the intolerable oppreſſi- 
on of Jeroboam, and at his compelling 
them to pay adoration to the golden calves 
he had ſet up, great numbers of the prieſts 


—— 


„ 


boam, as to what he might expect, ſince ſo exs 


offender. 


the ſacred commands of God; and alſo to Jero- 


bn 4 


emplary a judgment had fallen upon a lefs guilty 


and 


1 
? 
if 
| 
: 
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Rehoboam's 
wives and 
children. 

2 Chron. x1. 
ver. 18, &e. 
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and Levites, as well as of the laity, re- 
paired to Jeruſalem for the benefit of wor- 
ſhipping the true and eternal God; fo that, 
in the ſpace of three years, the power and 
influence of Rehoboam was augmented in 
a very conſiderable degree. Rehoboam's 
firſt wife was his kinſwoman, who bore 
him three children. He married another 
relation named Maachab,* the daughter of 
Thamar, who was daughter to Abſalom ; 
and by this wife he had a ſon named 
Abiah, whom he deſigned for his ſucceſ- 
ſor in the government ; and to his care he 
intruſted his treaſure, appointing him alſo 
to ſuperintend his fortifications and places 
of ſtrength. Rehoboam had eighteen 
wives and thirty-ſix concubines ; and by 
theſe women be had twenty-eight ſons, 
and fixty daughters, That proſperity is 


apt to produce ils wing of manners, is 


an obſervation that has been verified in 
numberleſs inſtances: and it was ſo with 
regard to Rehoboam, who, in proportion 
to the increaſe of his power, gave addi- 
tional latitude to the practice of vice and 
every ſpecies of Iicentiouſneſs. Such 1s 
the depravity of human nature, that the 


conduct of the people in an exalted ſphere 


of life, will ever be found to have a 
powerful influence over the manners of 
thoſe in an inferior ſtation. By not adopt- 
ing the example of their ſuperiors, people 
would ſubje& themſelves to the imputati- 
on of tacitly condemning their actions, 
an imitation of which is generally to 


be underſtood as an inſtance of political 


prudence. And thus we find, that the 
iniquitous example of Rehoboam, ſeduced 


his ſubjects into a violation of the ſacred 


Shiſhak 
marches 
againſt Re- 
boboam. 


commands of the Almighty. 


CHAP; IV, 

Shiſhak, king of Egypt, befieges Feruſalem, 
and after the ſurrender of the city be plun- 
ders the temple. Rehoboam dies, and his ſon 
Abias ſucceeds to the government. Abtas 
predict to Feroboam the ruin of himſelf, 
and his whole family. | 


TY Almighty was pleaſed to ap- 


point Shiſhak, king of Egypt, and | 


not Seſoſtris, as Herodotus erroneouſl 
aſſerts, as the inſtrument of avenging the 
iniquities of Rehoboam. In the fifth year 
of Rehoboam's reign, Shiſhak marched 
againſt him with a formidable army, eſti- 
mated to conſiſt of twelve hundred cha- 
riots, ſixty thouſand horſe, and four hun- 
dred thouſand foot; the ſoldiers being 
chiefly Africans and Ethiopians, Having 
rendered himſelf maſter of ſeveral fortified 
towns, and ſtationed garriſons in them, 
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y kingdom and himſelf to be ruined by not fol- 


— 
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Shiſhak beſieged Rehoboam in Jeruſalem, 
Driven to this exigency, the king ſuppli- 
| cated God to grant him victory over his 
e emy; but his prayers were rejected; 
and his apprehenſion and terror were in. 
creaſed, upon being informed by the pro. 
phet Sameas, that the Almighty hed re. 
ſolved to withdraw his protection from a 
people who had impiouſſy apoſtatized from 
the religion of their anceſtors. Such an 
effect had theſe words upon the king and 
the people, that they acknowledged riiejr 
fins, and that the judgment denounced 
againſt them they had highly mecit2d. The 
| people being now reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity of deſpair, Sameas informed the 
king, that the humiliation and repentance 
of himſelf and his ſubjects were ſo far re- 
garded by the Almighty, that he had been 
graciouſly pleaſed to fignify that they 
ſhould not be involved in total deſtruction, 
but yet that they ſhould be held in cap. 
tivity by the Egyptians, in order that they 
might be informed by experience whether 
their advantage would be moſt promoted 
by obeying or tranſgreſſing his divine com- 
mands. Alarmed and terrified by this ae- 
claration, the king immediately formed Rehobas 
the reſolution. of ſurrendering up the city deen 
to the beſiegers, upon certain conditions, tb 
Shiſhak accepted the terms propoſed; but 8 . 
in direct violation of the articles, he plun- tele, av 
dered the temple of all the plate and other vlg k 
treaſure dedicated to God, as well as that befinde 
which was the peculiar property of the 4 
king. Excluſive of gold, ſilver and other 
articles to an immenſe value, he mad: 
booty of the golden ſhields and buckers, 
that Solomon had cauſed to be made, and 
| the golden quivers taken by David from the 
king of Sophena. 

After the departure of Shiſhak from je- 
ruſalem into the land of Egypt, Rehoboam 
ſubſtituted ſhields and bucklers made of braſs 
in the room of the golden ones, of which 
the temple had been deſpoiled. The ſuc- 
ceeding part of the reign of Rehoboam was 
not interrupted by any remarkable event: 
he died at the age of fifty- ſeven years, ſe- 
venteen of which he held the ſovereign 
rule. He was a man of weak intellects 
and a haughty diſpoſition, and ſuffered his 


lowing the good advice he received. He 
was interred among the kings at jeruſalem; 
and was ſucceeded by his ſon Abias“ in the 
eighteenth year after the ten tribes had ſub- 
mitted to his government. 

Jeroboam, whoſe wickedneſs exceeded 
all bounds, daily fixed up altars in thehigh 
| places, and from the loweſt claſſes of the 
people cauſed prieſts to be ordained ; for 
which inſults, God cauſed a merited judg- 
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* Or, Maacah. 
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| "PM Script, Abiiab and Abijam. 
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ment to fall heavily upon him and his fam- 


ily. At this period, his fon Obimes + be- 
ing afflicted with ſickneſs, he ordered His 
wife to dreſs herſelf as a perſon in a private 
ſtation, and go to the prophet Achias, Who 
had formerly predicted, that he ſhould him- 
ſelf obtain the royal dignity. * Go to the 
prophet ſaid he) and enquire whethei the 
boy will be freed from his illneſs. She 
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5 A bias dies, and is ſucceeded 
y Aſa. The death of Jeroboam, who 18 
| ſucceeded by his ſon Nadab. Baaſha puts 
| Nadab to death, and extirpates the whole 
race of Jeroboam. 


Otwithſtanding the judgments where - Je, obostn 
by the diſpleaſure of Heaven was draws Out an 
ſo clearly manifeſted, Jeroboam ſtill con- 8 


followed her huſband's directions, and de- 
parted for Shiloh, where the prophet then 
dwelt. During the time ſhe was upon her 


— 


tinued to raiſe armies ; and, at length he > Chron, xiii. 
marched againſt Abias, the ſon of Reho- 3. 
hoam, who then reigned over the two 


journey Abias whoſe fight was much im- 
paired by age, was addrefſed by a voice 
from Heaven, informing him that the wo- 
man was coming to his houſe, and upon 
what occaſion ; what queſtions ſhe wouid 
put to him, and what anſwers he ſhould 
return. When ſhe approached the door, 
he ſpoke to her as the wife of Jeroboam, 
and told hernot to attempt to conceal who 
ſhe was, for that the power who had given 


tribes, in right of his father. From the 
ſmall experience of this prince in civil and 
military affairs, Jeroboam flattered him- 
ſelf in the firmeſt confidence of ſucceſs. 
Having ſelected an army from the two 
tribes, Abias marched towards the enemy, 
and encamped at Mount Samaron, “, where 
he made all the neceſſary preparations for 
battle, conducting himſelf with a ſhare 
of fortitude and prudence not to have 


him previous information of her arrival, and 
inſpired him with what he was about to 
ſay, could not be deceived. Return (ſaid 
he) to your huſband, and aſſure him that 
tne Almighty hath thus ſpoken : « As I 
deprived the houſe of David of the regal 
authority, and from a mean ſtation in life, 
_ exalted thee to a throne ; and as thou haſt, 
with the greateſt ingratitude, deſerted me, 
and impiouſly put up Gods of thy own in- 
vention, made by the hands of men, and 
preferred them before the Creator of the 
univerſe, I will immediately extirpate thee 
and thy houſe from the face of the earth, 
anJ give your carcaſes to be devoured by 
the dogs, and the birds of the air; and an- 
other king ſhall be in thy ſtead, who ſhall 
not ſuffer one man of thy family to remain 
alivez nor ſhall the people themſelves a- 
void my puniſhment, for they ſhall be dri- 
ven out of the happy land they inhabit, 
and be ſcattered beyond the Euphrates, for 
imitating thy wickedneſs, and worſhipping 
thy gods, in ſcorn of me and what I have 
commanded. Haſten to your huſband, and 
inform him of what I have now related : 
and as to the child, it ſhall expire the in- 
ſtant you enter the city. He ſhall be in- 
terred with a public ſolemnity, and lament- 
ed as the only part of Jeroboam's family 
who had not merited reprobation.” 
Terrified at what Abias had faid, ſhe 
returned; and on her arrival, was exceedingly 
afflicted to find the words of the prophet 
verified in regard to the child. She related 
to her huſband a circumſtantial account of 
what Ahijah had communicated. 


CHAP Y». 


bias, king of Fudah, obtains a victory over 


been expected at his early time of life. 
Abias had four hundred thouſand, and Je- 
roboam had eight hundred thouſand men. 
The adverſe armies being drawn up in 
order of battle, Abias repaired to an emi- 
nence, and, after waving his hand, as a 
fiznal for filence, thus addreſſed the adhe- 
rents of Jereboam » 

« You are ſenſible that the Almighty Abias ad- 
was pleaſed to promiſe, that David and dreſſes the 
his poſterity ſhould govern this kingdom Hevrev®: 
for a ſucceſſion of ages. I cannot there- 
fore, refrain from expreſſing my aſtoniſh- 
ment, that you ſhould Fug Do the cauſe of 
my father, and take up arms for the purpoſe 
of deſtroying that ſyſtem of government, 
which the Almighty himſelf eſtabliſh- 
ed. By violence and uſurpation your leader 
has gained authority over the greater part 
of the nation, and you now ſupport him 
in the unjuſtifiable deſign of deſpoiling 
the legal heir of that contracted ſhare of 
juriſdiction which, through the goodneſs 
of God, he has been enabled to preſerve, 
However, the time is approaching when 
he will be no longer permitted wantonly 
to abuſe the power he has ſo wickedly ac- 
quired, and when the Almighty 'will call 
him to a ſevere account for all his iniqui- 
ties. You have, in no inſtance, received in- 
jury from my father, who, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, was in ſome degree deſerving 
cenſure, for expreſſing himſelf in terms of 
harſhneſs, in conformity with the evil 
counſel of which Jeroboam himſelf was 
the principal inſtigator, when in reſent- 
ment of that imprudent act, you relinquiſh- 
ed your allegiance to your lawful ſovereign, 
and impiouſly tranſgreſſed the commands 
of God. It would ſurely have been more 
honourable to you, had you proceeded with 


* 
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were engaged to ſupport. 


Abias gains a 
ſignal victory. 
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deliberation, and made allowances for 
the frailties of human nature. You ſhould 
have reflected that my father was a young 
man, and that he made no pretence to the 
gift of oratory; and he was doubtleſs in- 
titled to ſome reſpect, as being the ſon of 
Solomon, from whom you have received 
ſuch numerous and fignal obligations. 
Where is it you repoſe your hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs? Surely not in your golden calves, 
your altars, and your high places ! If you 
$12 reliance on thole inventions, your ex- 
pectations will be miſerably diſappointed, 
fince you confide not in the practice of 
righteouſneſs, but in that of iniquity. 
Though you act in oppoſition to every 
law, both divine and human, in the end, 
juſtice and piety will gain the victory ; 
but againſt both of theſe you militate, in 
taking up arms againſt us, who have al- 
ways .worſhipped the true God, not an 
idol carved from ſtone or wood. Repent, 
therefore, of the wickedneſs you have com- 
mitted, and follow better courſes here- 
after; or, if you are determined to con- 
tend, let it be for the protection of thoſe 
laws from which you derive your preſent 
greatneſs and felicity. 


Before the concluſion of this ſpeech, a | 


detachment from the army of Jeroboam 
privately marched to the rear of Abias's 
troops, who were greatly alarmed by that 
manceuvre : but their leader encouraged 
them to. preſerve their fortitude, exhorting 
them to depend on the protection of the 
Almighty, who would render abortive the 
the moſt conſummate treachery levelled 
againſt the righteous cauſe which they 
This revived 
their courage, and they addreſſed them- 
ſelves to prayer, till the ſignal was given; 
when with loud ſhouts they attac ked the 
enemy, whom they totally defeated, com- 
mitting a more dreadful carnage than is re- 
corded either in the Greek or Barbarian 
annals. Five hundred thouſand ſoldiers fell 
upon the field of battle. Bethel aad Ithen, 
and all their beſt fortified towns were con- 
quered and pillaged. 8 

This ſtroke ſo weakened Jeroboam, that 
he was not in a condition to renew his at- 


long afterwards died, after having reigned 
three years; and he was interred in the 
ſepulchre of his forefathers in Jeru- 
ſalem. He had, by fourteen women, 
two-and-twenty ſons, and ſixteen daughters, 
all of whom ſurvived him. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by his fon Aſa, whoſe mother's 
name was Maacha; and under his govern- 
ment the Iſraelites continued in a ſtate of 
tranquillity tor ten years. 


Jeroboam died in che twenty- ſecond year 


after being inveſted with the ſovereignty of 


and three hundred Chariots. Having drawn 


Book U 


| the ten tribes, and in the ſecond year of the 
reign of Aſa, He was ſucceeded by his 
ſon Nadab, who poſſeſſed the kingdon for 
two years only, during which time he en- 
deavoured to exceed his fati:er in every kind 
of wickedneſs. Helevied forces, and march. 
ed ag:iinſt Gabathon, a city belonging to 
the Philiſtines, imagining that he could 
conquer the place by fiege. While this, 
intended enterprize was in agitation he was E 
treacherouſly murdered by Baaſha, the fon N 
of Machel. Baaſha aſlumed the go- 8 
vernment, and extirpated the whole houſe 

of Nadab, agreeable to the prediction of 
the prophet, that ſuch of the race of Jero- 
boam as ſhould die in the city the dogs 
ſhould deveur, and the fowls of the air thoſe 
who ſhould perith in the fields. Tu eſe 
punithmer.ts juſtly fel! upon ]: boam and 

his houtc, or die ting the Lord, and for 
their other impicucs. 


Character of Aja, king of Juda. He gains 
a uittory 01's Lareus, king of Ethiopia, 
The king of Lamaſcus becomes the ally of 
Aſa. Baaſba murdered by Creon. Zimri 
aſſaſſinates Elah. 


SA, king of Jeruſalem, conducted aq, 

A himſelf, both in religion and moral- Jeruſilen, a 
ity, in the moſt exact and rigid obedience]! Nam. 
to the commands of the Aimighty. He 1. an | 
introduced the moſt ſalutary laws for the: Can, 
better government of his kingdom, and 
omitted no endeavours to correct and a- 
boliſh the abominable vice that had been 
introduced amongſt his ſubjects. He had 
a ſclect body of men of the tribe of Judah, 
to the amount of three hundred and twenty 
thouſand, armed with lances and ſhields; 
and of the tribe of Benjamin he had two 
hundred and fifty thouſand provided with 
bows and bucklers. 

In the tenth year of the reign of Aſa, 
Zarzue, king of Ethiopia, led againſt him 
an army conſiſting of one hundred thou- 
ſand horſe, nine hundred thouſand foot, 


. 


tempts during the life of Abias; who not | Mareſa, a city within the diftrict of the tribe 


aſſiſtance of God would more than com- 


up his army in the valley of Saphatha, near 


Judah, Aſa prepared to give battle to the 
enemy. Upon obſerving the vaſt ſuperiority 
of the adverſe army, Aſa addreſſed him- 
ſelf to Heaven, ſaying he had taken up 
arms in the cauſe of juſtice and righteouſ- 
neſs, and in the full confidence that the 


| penfate for the inferiority of numbers, and 
every other diſadvantage, and fervently Als 8 
imploring, that he might prove victorious. chien, , 
By a ſignal from Heaven, Aſa was informs 14. 


ed, that his prayers were acceptable, and 


that the battle ſhould terminate in his fa- 
Your 
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your. Having received this aſſurance, Aſa | 
furiouſly aſſaulted the enemy, whom he 
put to the rout, and purſued as far as th. 


223 
tirpate him and his whole race, as he had 


done the family of Jeroboam, whoſe wick 
ed example ſeemed to be the rule of his 


Jain of Gerar, committing great ſlaughter 
upon the fugitives. Having plundered th. 
town of Gerar, and likewiſe the enemy's 


camp, of ſpoil to a very conſiderable a- | 


mount, Aſa directed his march towards || At length, he advanced with ſome forces to 


Jeruſalem, and on approaching that city, the 
prophet Azaziah defired he would give a 
ſignal for his men to halt, which being 
complied with, he ſpoke to the following 
effect : CERT | 

« In conſideration of your obedience to 
the divine pleaſure of the Almighty, you 
were enabled to atchieve the ſplendid vic- 
tory from which you are now returning in 
triumph: and be aſſured, that if you per- 
ſeyere in a conſcientious diſcharge of your 
duty, equal ſucceſs will attend all your fu- 
tare undertakings : but, on the contrary, 
ſhould you negle& to conform to the pre- 
cepts of your religion, you will inevitably 


be involved in the moſt dreadful calami- | 
ties; not a prieſt will remain to officiate| 


at the altar, nor will there be a true pro- 
het amongſt you; your cities will be 
levelled with the earth, and your nation 
will be diſperſed, like vagabonds over the 
face of the earth, without having any 
ſettled place of abode or habitation. I 


therefore admoniſh you, to apply yourſelves 


to the ſtudy and practice of righteouſneſs | 


and virtue, and to addreſs yourſelves in 
fervent prayer to God for the enjoyment of 
your preſent bleſſings.” 
Aͤſa and his whole army received great 
conſolation from the above addreſs ; and 
they employed a ſtrict and unwearied at- 
tention for preſerving their religion and 
laws inviolate; for enforcing a due obſer- 
vance whereof, Aſa appointed commiſſion- 
ers to ſuperintend the conduct of the in- 
habitants of the ſeveral diſtricts of his do- 


minions. : 


After having murdered Nadab; the ſon | 


of Joreboam, and uſurped the ſovereignty, 
Baaſha exerciſed ' the powers thereof for 


being in his palace at Tarſhiſn. He was 
a eruel and unrelenting oppreflor of his 


ſubjects; in the practice of every ſpecies of | 
iniquity, he even tranſcended both Jore- 


boam and his ſon Nadab, his atrocious of- 
fences ſeeming to indicate, that his firſt ob- 
ject was infamouſly to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
by an open and daring defiance of the com- 
mands of God. | 
Gimon, * the prophet, informed Baaſha, 
that the Almighty was determined to ex- 


1— — 
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Script Jehu, the fon of Hanani. 


+ Forty furlongs, according to the meaſure of the 


denunciation, Baaſha till perſiſted in his 
iniquitous courſes, as if he had expectèd re- 
ward for his fins, rather than puniſhment. 


Ramath, which is about forty ＋ furlongs 
diſtant from Jeruſalem and a place of ſome 
conſequence. This city he fortified; con- 
fidering it as an advantageous ſituation for 
making incurſions into the kingdom of Aſa; 
who was rather apprehenſive of his inten- 
tions, and reflecting on what ill conſe- 


quences might attend his people, by ſuf- 


tering ſo numerous an army near them, he 


gifts to the king of Damaſcug, entreating 
him to become his ally, from a regard to 
that affection which their families had al- 
ways entertained for each other. The pre- 
{ents of Aſa, and the requeſted alliance 
were acccepted by the king of Damaſcus, 
who detached himſelf from Baaſha,attacked 


of them, among which were Achion, Dan, 
and Abelmaen. As ſoon as Baaſha was 


Ramath, andreturned to the care of affairs 
in his own kingdom. From the materials 
left at the departure of Baaſha, two ſtrong 
towns were built by Aſa, who called one 
of them Gaba, and the other Maſpha. 
After this, Baaſha never more entered the 
field, for he was murdered by Creon and 
interred in the city of Arſanes. He was 
ſucceeded by his fon 'Elah, who after he 
had reigned two years, was, 


during the abſence of his guards, 
then laying ſiege toGabathon, a city belong- 


ing to the Philiſtines 


CHAP. VI. 


fire to the palace, and is conſumed in the 
flames. 'Omri is ſucceeded by Ahab,” His 


Aſſyria. At the inſtigation of. Fezabel, 
Naboth ts floned, 5 1 11 07:9 

| FTER having treacherouſly put Elah 
from the office of maſter of the horſe to 


—__ _—_— 
» — Tom 


bout four of Engliſh meaſure, 


2% 8175 


o 
his 
while he was ſucceeds him: 
drinking with Oſa, his houſhold ſteward, 1 xVl; 
killed by Zimri, one of his maſters of horſe, Elah baſely 


who were killed by _ 
Zimri, v. 10% 


whole conduct. But, notwithſtanding this 


immediately ſent an ambaſſy, with large 


his towns, and burnt and plundered ſeveral 


informed of theſe proceedings, he left 


Baaſha cat off 


Crean ; 


ſon Elah 


| Zimri murder Blah 4 and Omriis eletted to 
the ſpace of four years, his uſual reſidence | ſucceed him as king of 1ſrael. ' Zimrt ſets 


ruin predicted by Elias. Jebu aſcends the _ 
throne of Ifrael.'' Hazael maat king of 


to death, Zimri adyanced himſelf 
the ſovereignty ; and having attained that 
ancients, amounted to juſt five miles, and were a- 


ſation 


* 
&Z 
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ſtation, he exterminated the whole family 
of Baaſha, according to the prediction o 
Gimon. As ſoon as the king's death was 


fire to the pas KNOWN to the army, which was then be- 


lace, and 
burns it over 


tore Gibathon, and that Zimri had uſurp- 


his own head, ed the kingdom, they immediately elected 


28, 


ceeded by his fon Ahab. Aſa, the king 
of Jeruſalem, and two of the tribes, reigned| 
in proſperity and happineſs; and his righte-| 


years, and was ſucceeded by his ſon je- 
hoſhphat, whoſe mother was named Abida; 


the whole conduct of his life by the ex- 
ample of David, his righteous and intrepid 
anceſtor. X90 


the golden calves he had ſet up, and com- 
mitting innumerable other acts of impiety. 


by ſtorm. 


1 Kings xvi., Omri, the captain of the guards, to reign | 
over them. After railing the ſiege, Omri 

marched directly to Tirzah, which he tool 
Zimri perceiving there was 


no guard in the city, retired into one of 
the apartments of the palace, to which he 


ſet fire, and conſumed the whole building, 


himſelf periſhing in the flames, after a 
reign of only ſeven days. 

Public affairs being now in a ſtate ol 
the utmoſt confuſion and embarraſſment, 
the nation divided into two factions, one 
ſupporting, the pretenſions of .Omri, and 
the other thoſe of Thaman : but the lat- 


ter being lain, the government of the 


whole kingdom devolved upon his adver 
fary. Aſa was now in the thirtieth year of 
his reign. Orari reigned twelve years, 
half of that time at Tirzah, and the re- 


mainder at Mareon, which place the Greeks | 


call Samaria. The mountain on which the 
city was built, was purchaſed of a man 
named Samar, from whom Omri called it 
Samareon, This king even ſurpaſſed his 
predeceſſors in wickedneſs, like them ex- 
erting his utmoſt endeavours to extinguiſn 
in his ſubjects a love and affection- for 
God, and to divert them from the prac- 
tice of righteouſneſs and virtue. For their 
bominable fins, the Almighty made theſc 
ings the inſtruments of the deſtruction of 
ach other, ſo that the whole race of 
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performed idolatrous worthip. 


the province till his return. Having de- 
livered this meſſage from the Almighty, 
the prophet travelled towards the ſouth, 
till arriving at a 11vei, he there remained 
for ſome time for the convenience of pro- 
curing water, and tepoſing himtelt; and 
while in this place, ravens deicended, from 


ime to time, and ſupplied him with food 


The river being at length dried up, a voice 
from Heaven directed «las to remove to 
1 Sareptha, a town between ye and Sed 1, 
where he would find a widow woman who 
would ſupply all his necerities, 
in obedience to this coinmand, and when 
he came near the town, obſerved a wo- 
man gathering up ſticks, of whom he re. 
queſted ſome water. As he was departing, 
he again ſpoke to her, deſiriug ſhe would 
[Alſo bring him ſome bread. She aſſured 
him, that ſhe had no other proviſion than 
one handful of meal, and a ſmall portion of 
oil, and that ſhe had been picking up 
{ticks, in order to make a fire for bakin 

her ſcanty ſtore into a cake for herſelf and 


theſe monſters of wickedneſs became ex-||her ſon ; adding that, after it was eaten, 
tinct. 


Omri dying at Samaria, he was ſuc- 


ouſneſs and integrity, gained him a diſ 
tinguiſhed place in the favour of his crea- 
tor. He died after a reign .of forty-one 


and he inherited all the virtues and excellent 
qualities of his deceaſed father, regulating| 


— — 


they muſt be in the utmoſt danger of ſtarv- 
ing, ſince ſhe knew not where to procure 
a further ſupply of the neceſſaries of life. 
Upon this, the prophet deſired he might 


meal, and her cruiſe with oil, until it ſhould 


pleniſhing the earth. She followed the 


Ahab, king of the Iſraelites, reſided in 
Samaria, and during a reign of twenty- 
two years, he imirated the worſt examples 
of the moſt iniquitous of his predeceſſors, 
and particularly Jeroboam, worſhipping 


Ahab married Jeſabel *, the daughter of 


continuance of the miſerable draught. 
bis hiſtory of Ithobal, king of the Tyrians, 
Menander ſpeaks of the above occurrence 


this king, there was an extreme drought, 
that laſted from the month of Hyperbere- 
tæus, till the fame month of the next year. 
There were prayers indeed put up for 
averting the judgment, which were tollow- 


——_— 
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* Or Jezebel. 
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+ Otherwiſe, Eth-baal. 1 Script. Baal. 


prince 


[Book 
| 
| Ithobal +, king of Tyre and Sidon, ho 
| prevailed upon him to pay adoration to 
the idols worſhipped in ber native countty; 
ſhe was a woman of a raſh, daring, and 
ungovernable ſpirit ; and ſhe cauſed 3 
temple to be built in honour of Belt, the 
diety of the Tyrians, and various groves 
of trees to be planted, where the falſe 
prophets and prieſts, - appointed by her, 


A prophet named Elias, a Tiſhbite, born 
in the city of Gilead, came to Ahab, and 
informed him, that after his departure from 
thence, neither rain nor dew ſhould fall in 


He acted | 


partake of the cake, aſſuring her, that her 
| barrel ſhould be conſtantly ſupplied with 


pleaſe the Almighty to ſend rain for re- 


prophet's direction; and though Elias, the mo 
widow, and her ſon, conſtantly fed till relieves de 
their appetites were ſatisfied, their provi- — 
ſion was immediately recruited, during the yer fore, 


In ver. 15. 


in the following manner : * In the reign of 


ed with mighty claps of thunder. This 


Elias ſeJ by 
{a7eng 
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prince built Botrys in Phœnica, and Au- 
zates, in Africa.“ He adds, that prayers be- 
ing offered for a change of weather, vio- 
lent burſts of thunder conſtantly ſucceed- 
ed, It was during the reign of Ahab, that 
Eth-Baal was king of Tyre; ſo that the 
above drought is undoubtedly that referred 
to by Menander. 
| tet The ſon of the woman who had enter 
bebe“ tained Elias, falling very ill, ſhe attributed 
a the misfortune to him; ſaying, © This man 
whom | have fed, has brought this judg- 
ment upon me, on adiſcovery of my fins.” 
At length, when the child was thought| 
to be dead, the prophet faid, * Give him 
to me, and I will recover him to life ;” and 
taking him to his chamber, he placed him 
on the bed, and prayed that God would| 
reſtore him to health; for that the death 
of the ſon, While he remained in the fami- 
ly, would appear to be a ſevere requital of 
the mother's goodneſs to him. The pray- 
ers of Elias were heard ; God reſtored the 
child; and the mother confeſſed, that the 
Spirit of the Almighty directed the actions 
of the prophet. 

Soon after this, Elias was commiſſioned 
to acquaint Ahab, that rain would ſpeedily 
fall. By this time, the famine raged ſo 
that the people were on the point of ſtarv- 
ing; nor was there food for the cattle. 
Obadiah, who ſuperintended the royal ſta- 
bles and fields, was now ſent for by the 
king, who ordered him to ſeek near the 
rivers and ditches, for graſs for the horſes 
and other cattle, and alſo to find the pro- 
phet, who had been long fought for in vain. 
- Obadiah was a good and holy man; and 
during queen JezabePs intemperate perſecu- 
tion of the prophets, that they might eſcape 
her cruelty, he concealed an hundred of 
them in different caverns, conſtantly ſupply- 

ing them with the means of ſubliſtence. 

Obadiah had no ſooner left the king 
than he met Elias, * who bid him tell 
his maſter that he was coming to him, 
* Wherefore, (ſaid Obadiah) ſhould you 
diſpatch me with ſuch a meſſage, who am 
ſent in ſearch of you, that the king may 
inflict a tormenting death on you. When 
Els eines J am gone, the ſpirit by which you are go- 
inteüng yp. VErned may lead you another away, and 
A then my life will pay the forfeit. Have 
a Ahab; more concern for my ſafety. You know 
Foptetstobey Zeal for your fraternity, by my preſer- 
be pit vation of the hundred prophets, whom 1 

det accord. ſtill ſupport in the caves.” The prophet, 
"4 * however inſiſted on his going, and ſolemn- 
r ly (wore to attend Ahab. When the king 


about four 


Uebel found he was coming, he haſtened to meet 
enge, 


Wu}, him, and in a rage exclaimed, Is it not 
nw, you that are the plague of the Iſraelites? 
Is it not you to whom this drought and 

* Script. Elijph, © — © g 
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famine are owing ?” The prophet replied, 


that Ahab and his houſhold occaſioned their 
own diſtreſſes, by the introduction of falſe 


| gods, and departing trom the true religi- 


on. Elias now demanded an aſſembly of 
the people on Mount Carmel, and that 
Jezabel's prophets, and the prophets of the 
groves might be preſent. Ahab aſſembled 
them; and Elias ſtanding in the midft, 
ſaid, © Wherefore hefitate you betwixt 
two opinions? If you think our's the true 
God, worſhip bim, and keep his com- 
mands ?. Or if you prefer the worſhip of 
falſe Gods, continue in that practice.“ No 
reply being made, Elias proceeded thus: 
„Here am IJ, a ſingle prophet, oppoſed 
by three hundred: if you would aſcertain 
which is the true religion, I will place an 
ox on a pile of wood, but not ſet it on fire: 
let the other prophets do the ſame, and 
implore their Gods to inflame the pile; by 
which the true will be diſtinguiſhed from 
the falſe worſhip ; this mode of aſcertain- 
ing the truth, being approved by the peo- 
ple, the precedency was allowed to Ahab's 
prophets, who placed their ox upon the 


peat prayers and incantations, which pro- 


ducing no effect, Elias, in ridicule of their 


impious and ſuperſtitious practices, told 
them to ſpeak louder, for probably their 
gods were either aſleep, or gone upon a 
journey. After theſe impoſtors had con- 
tinued from morning till noon uttering 
exorciſms, 'and cutting and lacerating their 
fleſh, according to the manners of the coun- 
try, they retired, when Elias prepared to 


draw near, that they might aſſure them- 
ſelves no fire was ſecretly conveyed to his 
pile. Having taken up twelve ſtones, a 
number alluding to the twelve tribes, he 
made an altar of them, round which he 
cauſed a deep trench to be cut ; he then 
placed wood upon the altar, and the ſa- 
crifice upon the pile, throwing four veſſels 
of ſpring water upon the altar, which ran 
from the ſame into the ſurrounding 


to impreſs the minds of the miſtaken and 


of truth. While he was pronouncing this 
appeal, fire deſcended from Heaven, and 
conſumed the ſacrifice, and dried up the 
water about the altar and in the trench. 
Both aſtoniſhed and convinced by this 


ſelves before the Almighty, acknowledg- 
falſe prophets to be put immediately to 


death; and after that ſentence had been 
executed, the multitude diſperſed. 


The 


pile, and for a long time continued to re- 


offer up his ſacrifice, deſiring the people to 


trench. Theſe preparations being made, 
Elias invoked the Almighty, by a miracle 


incredulous multitude with the conviction 
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miracle, the Iſraelites proſtrated them - Elias orders 
tour hundred 

. 12 falſe prophets 

ing him as the only living and true God. te be put to 


Elias then commanded the four hundred death. 40 
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The prophet now repaired to the ſum- 
mit of Mount Carmel, and ſeating him- 
ſelf on the ground, his head being re- 
clined on his knees, he commanded the 
man who attended him, to aſcend a rock 
towards the ſea, and look out for a cloud. 
After fix fruitleſs attempts, the provhet's 


- ſervant again aſcended the rock and then 


returned to Elias, informing him, that he 
had deſcried in the air a cloud of a black- 
iſh caſt, about the ſize of a man's hand. 
Upon receiving this information, Elias diſ. 
patched a meſſage to Ahab, adviſing him to 
haſten to thecity, or he would be overtaken 
by a great fall of rain, When the kin 
reached the city of Jezreel, the whole at- 
moſphere was overcaſt and darkened, and 
a violent rain immediately deſcended. By 
the aſſiſtance of God, Elias ran before 
Ahab's chariot till he reached Jezreel. 
Upon being informed of the miracles 
wrought by Elias, and that he had cauſed 


Jehu, the ſon of Nimſhi, king Over 
Iſrael, and alſo to anoint Eliſha, of Abel, 
as the ſucceſſor of himſelf. in the gift of 
prophecy ; for that, by a ſtroke of divine 
juſtice, God was determined to extirpate 
all the wicked from the land, thoſe who 


her falſe prophets to be put to death, Jeſabel 
ſent to him, threatening to avenge herſelf 
by taking away his life. In conſequence 


hereof, he fled to Beerſheba ; and leavin 
his ſervant, repaired into the wilderneſs, 


where he reclined himſelf on the earth, 
and called upon God to put a period to 
his exiſtence. Having ſlept for ſome time 
under a tree, he was awakened by an in- 
viſible agent, when he perceived meat and 


drink before him: and having refreſhed 
himſelf on the proviſion, he repaired to 
Mount Sinai, where the Almighty is re- 
corded to have delivered the table of laws 


to Moſes. Here he diſcovered a cave, and 


finding it ſpacious and convenient, enter- 
tained thedeſign of making it his habitation. 
While he was in this place, a voice de- 


manded of him, the reaſon of his quitting | 


the city, to wander in the deſart. He re- 
plied that he had fled in order to avoid the 
effects of the queen's enmity, ſhe having 
threatened him with deſtruction for cauſing 
the falſe prophets to be put to death, and 


proclaimed that adoration was only due to| 


the living God, the Almighty Father and 


Creator of the univerſe, The voice now 


directed him to depart from the cave on 


the following day, and act according to 


the inſtructions that would be communi- 
cated to him. Upon quitting the cave next 
day, an earthquake happened,, and he 
oblerved a blazing fire in the air; a ſhort 


filence then enſued, which was interrupted 


y a gentle voice, commanding him to 


Tat king of preſerve his fortitude, and remain aflured 


Iſrael, and in that his enemies 
his own room 
to anoint the 


ſha. 1 Kin 


xix. ver. 1 


* 1 Kin 
over Syria. 


ſhould eſcape the ſword of Jehu, being 
doomed to fall by that of Hazael. Hereupon 
the prophet departed ; and finding Eliſha, 
the ſon of Shaphat, with other people, 
ploughing with twelve oxen, he threw his 
cloak over him: on which Eliſha imme. 
diately propheſied, and prepared to follow 
Elias, but firſt requeſted permiſſion to bid 


g || farewel to «his parents, which being done, 


he attached himſelf to Elias, as his dif. 
ciple and companion. | 

Adjacent to the gardens of Ahab, king 
of Samaria, lay a vineyard, belonging to 


Naboth, of Azur“ which vineyard Ahab 5, f. 
wiſhing to add to his gardens, frequently Naboth' 
aſked Naboth to ſell him, or accept other 1, 
land in exchange for it; but this Naboth * 


refuſed, as it was a poſletli,n which had 
been the particular gift of providence, 
Ahab was ſo chagrined at the refufal, that 
he became melancholy, abſtained from his 
food, and neglected to bathe according to 
cuſtom, and fell ſicæ. On this alteration, 
Jezabel became anxious to know the cauſe 


of it ; and, on her repeated urgency, Ahab 


recited the ſtory of Naboth, and expatiated 
on the rudeneſs of his behaviour. I en- 
treated him (ſaid he) with fair words; and 
deſcended below the dignity of a king, in 
my addreſs to him; and all I could gain b 
this conduct, was an abſolute refuſal.” 
The queen gave him all poſſible encourage- 
ment to recover his ſpirits, and to be no 
longer anxious on the ſubject, for ſhe would 
take care that Naboth ſhould be puniſhed 


hr the inſult. Having faid this, ſhe wrote 


letters to the elders and principal men of 
Jezreel, in the name of Ahab, importing 
thata faſt ſhould be proclaimed, and a 
aſſembly convened, in which a place among 
the chiefs of the people ſhould be given 
to Naboth ; that three witneſſes ſhould 
be provided, who ſhould ſwear, that he 
had blaſphemed God, and ſpoken evil of the 
mh 3 ä 
king: and that on this evidence Naboth 


ſhould be convicted, and his ſentence be, 
that the people ſhould ſtone him to death. 
The queen's orders being obeyed in every 
*particular, Naboth was convicted, and rc- 
(ccived ſentence, which was ſpeedily execut- 
'edon him. | 

| Intelligence of theſe tranſactions being 


„ 


5 ſhould not triumph over 
him. The voice further directed him to 


propher El- return by the way of Damaſcus, and there þpa 
33 to anoint Hazael king of Aram“, and | 


& XiX. 15. © Says anoiut Hazael to be king | 


carried to Jezabel, ſhe repaired to the king, 
and informing him that Naboth was diſ- 
patched, ſaid, he might take poſſeſſion of 
the vineyard, without farther ceremony. 


þ 
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* Script, Jezecl. f In i Kings xxi. 21, no more 
than two witneſſes are mentioned. Thi 
| his 
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BY FL ANI U 
news gave Ahab fo much ſatisfaction, 


that he immediately ſet forward on a jour- 
ney towards the ſpot thus dearly purchaſed : 
but the prophet Elias was ſent by God, to 
reprefent the fin of his taking poſſeſſion of 
the vineyard, which was acquired by the 
murder of the right owner. Ahab ſeeing 
the prohpet advancing, went to him, con 

feſſed what had been done, and offered to 
make reparation. In the name of the Al- 
mighty, Elias acquainted him, that where 
the blood of Naboth had been licked by 
the dogs, they ſhould likewiſelick the blood 
of Ahab and Jezabel ; and that rhe crime 
of taking away the life of an innocent man 
by perjury ſhould be puniſhed by the ex- 
tirpation of their whole race.” Ahab was 
ſo affected by the denunciation of this judg- 
ment, that he became deeply penitent tor 
his ſins; cloathed himſelf in ſackcloth, 
faſted, went barefoot, and gave every other 
teſtimony of unfeigned ſorroẽw. Hereupon 
the prophet was commiſſioned by God to 
acquaint him, that in conſideration of his 
contrition, the judgment which had been 


threatened ſhould be poſtponed during his | 


life, though it ſhould certainly take place 
in that of his ſon, The prophet then de- 


* 


CHAP. VII. 


Adad beſieges, Ahab in Samaria, but ts 
repulſed. Being again diſcomfited he ſo- 
licits mercy, which rs granted. They con- 
traci a league. The prophet Michaiab re- 
proves Ahab for his lenity to Adad. 


HIL E affairs were in this ſituation, 
V Adad, king of Syria and Damaſ- 


ing, makes cus, raiſed a powerful army, and being 
Var upon 

Abd, 1Kings 
Nth 14 


joined by thirty-two kings. from beyond 
the Euphrates, the confederated powers 
marched againſt Ahab, who dreading the 
event of an engagement with ſo vaſt a 
multitude, retired to fortified places and 
ſtrong holds, Ahab himſelf took refuge 
in Samaria, a place of great ſtrength from 


its ſituation, and defended by a garriſon, 


thick walls, and other works. Adad led 
his army againſt this city, and while pur- 
ſuing preparations for an aſſault, he diſ- 
patched a herald, to requeſt permiſſion to 
ſend ambaſſadors to Ahab with ſuch con- 
ditions as he meant to propoſe. This be- 
ing agreed to, the ambaſladors repaired to 
Ahab, and ſtated, that his wives, his 
children, and his treaſure, were entirely 
at the mercy of the aſſaillant, who, how- 
ever, on condition of an acknowledgment 
to that extent being made, and permiſſion 
granted to take away whatever he thought 
proper, would raiſe the ſiege, and draw 
off his army. In reply, Ahab ſaid, he 
admitted all his poſſeſſions to be at the 


| 


S JOSEPHUS. 


diſpoſal of his adyerſary. The Syrian now 
demanded, that on the following day his 
officers might be allowed to ſearch the 
houſes and apartments of- the king and all 
his officers and domeſties, and take awa 
whatever they might be inclined to poſ- 
ſeſs. S 

Ahab upon this, ſummoned a council, 
and repreſented the two propoſitions made 
by the enemy; ſaying, he had conſented 
to the firſt, being willing to ſacrifice his 
own intereſt and convenience to the good 
of the public : but the later propoſition he 
could not agree to, as it tended ſo mate- 
rially to the injury of his ſubjects. The 
king concluded with ſaying, that he would 
abide by the advice of his friends as to 
maintaining a war, or purchaſing peace 
on the conditions propoſed by the enemy. 
The council ſeverely reprobated the arro- 
gance of Adad, and unanimouſly voted for 
war. The anſwer delivered to the ambaſ- 
ſadors was, that the king was ſtill diſ- 
poſed to accept the firſt propoſition, but a 
regard to the property, ſafety and honour 
of the citizens, required him abſolutely to 


ed by this reply, that he diſpatched a third 
meſſage, importing that the king would 
be imprudent to rely on the ſtrength of 
the fortreſs, ſince he had an army fo nu- 
merous, that he could raiſe works above 
the walls of the town by each of his men 
contributing only a handful of earth, 
Ahab's reply ſignified, that men of cou- 
rage ſhould debate not with their tongues, 
but with their ſwords. When this meſ- 
lage was brought, Adad was at ſupper 
with the thirty-two confederated kings; 
and riſing from table he ifſued orders for 
immediate preparations to be made for the 
ſiege. | 
In the mean time, Ahab and his ad- 
herents were in the moſt diſpirited and 
hopeleſs ſituation : but their deſpondency 
was removed upon a certain prophet in- 
torming the king, that, notwithſtandin 
the valt ſuperiority of the enemy, he ſhould 
prove victorious. Ahab was anxious to 
know the immediate inſtrument of the 
victory, who, the prophet ſaid, ſhould be 
himſelf at the head of the ſons of the no- 
bles. Theſe being ſummoned, and Ahab 
having learnt that his enemy was indulging 
in the height of luxurious revelry, the city 
gates were thrown open, and they allied 
out. Adad hearing of this, ſent a party, 
with directions to conduct them, bound, 
into his preſence. At this time, the army 


2 


of Ahab was ready within the walls to iſſue 
forth when neceſſary. The valiant young 
nobles having attacked the guards, many 
of whom they killed, and purſued the reſt 
to their tents. Ahab and his army ruſhed 
out, attacked, and rou 


3 L 


ted the enemy, who 


reject the ſecond. Adad was ſo exaſperat- 


Ahab over- 
throws the 
Syrians, and 
gains a great 
booty. 21 


were 
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were moſt of them intoxicated and unarm- |! 


ed. Some eſcaped by flight, and among 
them was Adad, who was ſaved by the 
ſpeed of his Horſe. The Syrians being pur- 


{ued, ſuch as were overtaken were killed. | 


The plunder, in gold, filver, equipages, 
and Adad's own chariot and horſes, was very 
great and was conducted to the city by 
the conquerors, 

Aftcr this victory, the prophet informed 
Ahab, that the enemy would again be 
ready to attack him in the enſuing ſprinę, 
and adviſed him to. prepare tor that event; 
which he accordingly did. Adad having 
reallembled his ſhattered army, he was ad- 
viſed by his friends not again to hazard a 
battle in the mountains, they ſaying, that 
the god of the mountains was worſhipped 
by the Iſraelites, who would inevitably have 
been ſubdued, had the engagement taken 
place in the plains. They recommended 
him, to diſmiſs the thirty-two kings, but to 
1ctajn their troops, and that recruits of horſe 
and foot ſhould tupply the place of the ſlain. 
The king complied with this advice, and, 
on the approach of ſpring, encamped in a 
large plain near the city of Apheca. Ahab 
advanced with his forces, and encamped 
oppoſite the Syrians, though greatly inferior 
in number. Daring this poſture of affairs, 
the prophet, in the name of God, aſſured 
the Iſraelites of victory, for the God of the 
mountains was likewiſe God of the vallies. 
During fix days the armies lay thus en- 


The Syrians camped, and on the ſeventh, advanced to 


are again de- 


teated, 29. 


Adad begs 
his lite, and 
Ahab grants 
it. ver. 3. 


battle. The conteſt was at firſt vigorous: 
but the Syrians, unable to ſtand the ſhock, 
fled, the enemy cloſely purſuing them. 
Many were flain in the purſuit ; ſome kill- 
ed in the flight by their own chariots, and 


fcllow-ſoldiers ; ſoine trampled to death, | 


and others were torn in pieces. Some of 
the fugitives reached Apheca, their onl 
place of refuge. Under the walls of that 
city, it was calculated that twenty-ſeven 
thouſand were buried; and thoſe killed in 
battle were eſtimated at one hundred thou- 
ſand. ies 
Adad having ſeereted himſelf in a cave, 
with ſeveral of his adherents, ſome of them 


extolled the natual generolity of the If: 


faclites, and adviſed the king to ſubmit to 
the mercy of Ahab, which they were con- 
fident would be extended to him. Adad 
agreeing hereto, a number of people were 
choſen to ſupplicate mercy ;. and being 
clothed in ſackcloth, and having halters 
about their necks, they repaired to the con- 
queror, ſaying they came to ſolicit lenity 
towards Ahad, who they were commiſſion- 
ed to ſay, conſidered, and would be ever be 
ready to avow himtelt the priſoner of Ahab. 
Hereupon, the king ſaid, “I rejoice that 
Adad has elcaped the late dreadtul carnage 
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attending the battle, and authorize you tg 
aſſure him, that he ſh Il have as cordial a 
reception as I would give to my own bro. 
ther.” 

Ahab having bound himſelf by the ſo— 
lemnity of an oath, that no violence ſhould 
be offered to the perſon of Adad, the peti- 
tioners departed to the cave, from whence 
they eſcorted their maſter into the preſence 
of the victor. On the approach of the 
royal captive, Ahab who was then ſeated 
in his chariot, extended his right hand, and 
after ſaluting him, according to the cuſtom 
of the country, placed him by his ſide, at 
the {ame time pledging his honour for his 
lafety. Having exprefled his gratitude for 
this generous treaiment, Adad declared, 
that all the cities and lands taken from 
the Hebrews ſhould be reſtored, and that 


ſtreamed with blood. Having bound up 


Ahab ſhould ever be a welcome guelt at Da- 
maſcus. They then negotiated and executed 
a treaty of alliance; aid after being preſent— 
ed with magutficent gifts Adad departed, 
Soon after the above oc..urrences, the 
prophet Machaiah defired a Hebrew to 
ſtrike him on the head, as an act of obe- A ey be 
dience to the will of God: upon the man's ddt 
refuſal, the prophet informed him, that 
he ſhould be torn to pieces by a lion, 
which accordingly happened. He made 
the ſame requeſt to another Hebrew, who 
{truck him with ſuch force, that his head 


the wound, Michaiah repatred to the king, 
informing hum that he was a ſoldier, who 
had delerted, from a dread of being pu- 
niſhed in conſequence of a priſoner under 
his care having etcaped. The king having 
ſignified, that he deterved chaſtiſement for 
inattention to his duty, the propnet re- 
moved the bandage from his head, and a- 
vowed himſelf. This device was intended 
to impreſs the mind of Ahab with an idea 
of the impropriety he had been guilty of 
in ſhewing lenity to, and contracting a 
league of friendſhip with ſo daring an ene- 
my of the laws 'of God as Adad had 
proved himſelf to be, The prophet in- 
tormed the king, that the time was ap- 
proaching, when himſelf and his army 


ject of his compaſſion. This freedom of 


tion he had pronounced, gave great uneaſi- 
neſs to the king. 


The righte ouſneſs, power, and reputation of 


thould be deſtroyed by the unworthy ob- 


ex poſtulation was ſo diſpleaſing to Ahab, 
that he ordered the prophet into immedi- 
ate and cloſe confinement: but the predic- 
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Fehoſbaphat, feboram, the ſon of TJebojna- 
phat, efpouſes the daughter of the King 
2 thre ef. 7 ehoſhaphat Joins Ahab m war 
againſt Adad. 
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pointed to the command of three hundred 


anpther leader, named Ochobat, were one 


cheat 
Joins with 

| Abad againſt 
fie king of 
Fila 
Abron,xviii; 


Þ 


and the troops by whom he was attended. 


3s 


derably extended his dominions, ſta- 
tioning garriſons in and appointing go- 
vernors over the ſeveral cities within his 
juriſdiction, including thoſe in the land of 
Ephraim which his grandfather, Abias, had 
taken from Jeroboam. . He was a man of 
examplary piety and juſtice, which virtues 
were rewarded by che eſpecial favour and 
protection of the Almighty. The munifi— 
cent preſents he received from the neigh- 
bouring princes, at once encreaſed his 
power and reputation, and evinced their 
high approbation of the irreproachable in- 
tegrity of his life. 
In the third year of his reign, Jehoſha- 
hat convened the prieſts and elders, and 
directed them to nominate commiſſioners 
to enforce a rigid obedience to the duties 
of religion, and the laws and precepts de- 
livered by Moſes, So ſatisfactory was this 
attention to the important articles of religion 
and law to the people, that they engaged 
in a generous emulation as to who ſhould 
moſt diſtinguiſh himſelf by a ready acquieſ- 
encein the king's commands. Beſides the ad- 
vantage of a perfect ſtate of domeſtic tran- 
quillity, he enjoyed the fatisfaCtion of liv- 
ing upon terms of amity with the neigh- 
bouring princes. The uſual tribute was 
regularly paid by the Philiſtines, as was the 
annual ſtipend of fix hundred and thirty 
lambs, and an equal number of kids, by the 
the Arabians. As a ſecurity againſt in- 
vaſions, he kept his places of ſtrength in a 
ſtate of defence, and a well diſciplined body 
of troops in conſtant pay. Edra was ap- 


thouſand ſhield-bearers, ſelected from the 
tribe of Judah : and Johanan had the com- 
mand of two hundred thouſand archers be- 
longing to the tribe of Benjamin. Under 


hundred and eighty thouſand men, armed 
with bucklers. . 
A marriage was celebrated between Je- 
horam, the ſon of Jehoſhaphat, and Gotho- 
lia, daughter, of Ahab, who reigned over 
the ten tribes. Ahab provided a magnificent 
entertainment at Samaria for Jehoſhaphat 


Having meditated the recovery of Ramath- 
Gilead, which had been conquered by the 
king of Syria, Ahab requeſted the aſſiſtance 
of Jehoſhaphat, who conſented to unite his 
endeavours towards effecting the intended 
enterprize, and ſummoned his troops from 
Jeruſalem to Samaria. Theſe kings pro- 
ceded to a certain diſtance from the town, 
and each beipg ſeated on a throne; they re- 
viewed and paid their troops. A peace hav- 


ü 


ing ſobſiſted for the ſpace of three years 


- 


BY FAV US$ O$EPHUS 
IE king of Jeruſalem, conſi- 


that, if any prophets could be found, their 
advice ſhould be taken as to the expediency 
of commencing hoſtilities, 


CHAP, X. 


Zedekiah pretends that Ahab will conquer. 
Michaiah preadifts to the contrary. An 
engagement takes place, in which Ahab 
zs the only man ſlain. Abagiab, the fon 


of the deceaſed king, ſucceeds to the throne 
of 1frael. | 


HAB called an aſſembly of the pro- 


phets, and the number that attended 
amounted to about four hundred. He di- 
rected them to make enquiry, whether an 


[attempt to recover the city of Ramath 


would be attended with ſucceſs. They 
unanimouſly recommended a war, aſſurin 

him that Adad would be again vanquiſhed, 
and made his captive. Jchoſhaphat con- 
ceiving a ſuſpicion that theſe men were not 
tavoured by the Almighty, he queſtioned 
Ahab, as to whether there were not other 
prophets to whoſe advice he might have 
recourſe. He replied, that there was ano- 
ther of the order, named Michaiah, bein 

the ſon of Imla, but that he diſliked the 
man for having predicted only unfortunate 
events, and had ordered him into impriſon- 
ment, for having preſumed to declare to 
him, that he ſhould loſe his life in the ap- 
proaching war with the king of Syria. 
However, Jeheſhaphat adviſed that Mi- 
chaiah might be called into the preſence of 
Ahab; and an eunuch, who was an attend- 
ant of the bed-chamber, was diſpatched 
to conduct him from the jail. During the 
progreſs of their journey, the meſſenger re- 
lated that the prophets had reported the e- 
vent of the war would prove favourable to 
Ahab. Michaiah declared, that whatever 


|| ſhould be dictated by the inſpiration of the 


Almighty, he would, without prevarication 


or rejerve, report to the king. 


Upon the arrival of Michaiah, Ahab 
ſolemnly enjoined him to pronounce the 
truth, without extenuating or aggravating 


the moſt minute circumſtance. Upon this, 


the prophet ſaid, he had in a viſion ſeen 
the people of Iſrael diſperſed, and without 
a ſhepherd, while the Syrians were in pur- 
ſuit of them; adding, that by this repre- 
ſentation the Almighty had ſignified, that 
the king would loſe his life in the engage- 
ment, but that the reſt of the people of Iſ- 
rael would return in ſafety. Having heard 
this prophecy pronounced, Ahab aſked 


between Ahab, king of Iſrael, and Adad, 
king of 8 


into confinement. Upon this, Michaiah 
ſaid, © I have faithfully reported to you 


Syria, Jchcſhaphat recommended || what was the effect of divine inſpiration : 


but 


Jehoſhaphat whether he was not convinced 
that he was juſtifiable in ordering the man 


ak 
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but by giving credit to the deluſions of falſe 


prophets, you are diſpoſed to engage in a 
war, which will aſſuredly produce your de- 
ſtruction.” The firm and confident manner 
in which the prophet expreſſed himſelt, 
greatly diſturbed the mind of the king 
Oneof the talſe prophets, named Zedekia!, 
inſiſted that Mihaiah had reported a pal 
able fiction; and to confirm this aſſertion, 
ſaid, he had ſpoken in direct contradlictio 
to Elias, who had foretold, that the king's 
blood ſhould be licked by dogs in the fiel 
of Naboth, where thoſe animals had licke« 
the blood of the proprietor of the gr und 
& T will now, ſaid Zedckiah, iirike tins 
man on the face, and it he be poſſeſſed © 
divine inſpiration, may my arm wither, as 


— 


The two confederate kings marched to. 
wards Ramath, from whence Adad came 
forth at the head of his troops, to Oppoſe 
them. It was agreed by Jehoſhaphat ang 
\ hab that the latter ſhould fight in the 
diſguiſe of a private habit, as a means of 
-vading the fate predicted by the prophet, 
Adad commanded his officers to direct their 
arms againſt the king of Iſrael, without 
cgard to any other pcrſon. Perceiving 
Jehoſhaphat at the head of his tioops, and 
'vppofing him to be Ada, the Syriang 
reſſed hard upon him; but diicovering 


ir error, they retreated from that part 


1 the field. But at length a domeſtic in 
'he ſervice of Adad, named Aman, dif. 
charged a random arrow, which paſling be. 


[Book yy 


did that of Jeroboam, when he lifted it up || ween the joints of Ahab's armoui, pene. by 
againſt the prophet Jadon.” He they || vated his lungs. Believing himſclf to beans, z, 


ſtruck Michaiah ; and Ahab perceiving 
that no judgment followed, he was more 
confirmed in the deſign of purſuing hoſti]- 
ities againſt the king of Syria. Zedekiab 
now preſented to the king horns of iron, 
ſaying, the Almighty had pronounced then, 


to be emblematical of the Syrians being 


driven to the laſt extremity, and totally o- 
verthrown. Michaiah told the impoitoi 
Zedekiah, that foi the deluſive practices he 
had been guilty of, he would be ſpeedily 
called to a ſtrict account, and be driven te 
the neceſſity of eluding his purſuers, by 
flying from one place of concealment to 
another. Theſe words ſo highly exatpe- 
rated Ahab, that he commanded Acha- 
mon *, the governor of the city, to im- 


mortally wounded, and apprehending that, 
it this circumſtance were known, it might 
diſpirit his army, the king ordered his 


charioteer to remove him to a mall diſtance 


from the ſcene of action. He remained 
in his chariot till about ſun ict, when the 
wounded monarch expired, being the only 
man ſlain in the conteſt. Upon the death 
of Ahab being proclaimed by a heraia the 
armies diſperſed. The remains of the king 
were conveyed from Ramath to Samatia, 
and there interred. 
blood of the deceaſed monarch trom his 


where he yielded up his laſt breath, the 
dogs licked it up, whereby the prophecy of 
Elias was verified. This fountain was af— 


Upon waſhing the 


chariot, in a fountain adjacent to the ſpot 


priſon the prophet, allowing him no other || terwards uſed as a bathing place for com- ... 


ſuſtenance than bread and water, till he mon women. Ahab was tucceeded in the c 


ſhould return from the war. ſ{overeionty by his ſon Ahaziah. | Urne of 
1 8 3 bi 1 * 
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From the Year of the World 3048 7 3224. 


n 


choſbaphat. 


2Chron, xix, 


0 40% A i T E N . 
* ehoſhaphat Jubdues the Moabites, the Ammbnites, and the Arabians, Abaziah dies, 


4 Elias had \pretifted, ' and is -ſuceeeded | by hit brother Fehoram. Yehoſhapbat, and 


the king of : Idumea, F gain | a vittory- aver the Moabites ' The death of Feboſhaphat . 
* hikes FOE NN his return to Jeruſalem, 


Jehoſhaphat was met by 
the prophet Jehu, who in- 


10 


incurred the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, 
by eſpouſing the cauſe, and thereby abet- 
ting the flagitious iniquities of Ahab; 
adding, however, that in conſideration of 
the righteouſneſs and virtue he had mani- 
feſted on former occaſions, his offences 


ſbould be pardoned, and he ſhould prove 


victorious over his enemies. In conſe- 
quence hereof, the king humbled himſelf in 
prayer before the Almighty, offered up ſacri- 
fice, and appointed commiſſioners to make a 
general viſitation through his dominions, 
tor the purpoſe of enforcing a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of the ancient forms of religion, 
and the laws and precepts of Moſes. He 
allo authoriſed magiſtrates impartially to 
adminiſter public juſtiee, in all the cities 
and principal towns within his juriſdicti- 


— 


on. Good order and tegulari 


ä 
— — 


being by 
theſe meaſures of prudence eſtabliſned in 


the two tribes, the king continued his 


journey to Jeruſalem, where, from among 
the prieſts and Levites, he ſelected judges, 


| who were directed to act in ſtrict con- 
formity with the principles of juſtice. 
maziahꝰ, the prieſt, was appointed to preſide 


A- 


in holy matters, and Zebediah in civil. 
About this period, the Moabites, Am- 
monites, and Arabians, having hired great 


Engedi, near the lake of Aſphaltites, about 
thirty-eight miles from Jeruſalem, with 
a view of giving battle to 'Jehoſhaphat 3 
who no ſooner learnt that they had puffed 
the lake, than he convened an aſſembly, 
and ſtanding before the temple, implored 
the protection of Heaven againſt the ene- 


my. This was agreeable to the cuſtom of 
our anceſtors from the firſt erection of 
that building: for, on all appearances of 


— ——_—— _ 7 3 —— of... a. 


1 
— — 


——_ 


FAraziah was conſtituted a Judge in eccleſiaſtical | 


concerns, and Zedekiah to prefids in civil affairs. 


+. 


see Seldon de Synerdr. Hebr. 


Lib. II. 6. VIII. 


244, 245, Ed. Amſtel. 


* 


The Moa - 
bites, Ammo- 
nites, c. 
make war 
upon Jehos 


_— 
numbers of troops, advanced to the city of Chron. . 


232 


danger from an enemy, the people were 
accuſtomed to aſſemble. there, and offer |} 
up their united prayers that God would 
maintain the inheritance which he had 
beſtowed on them. The tears of Jeho- ||had the misfortune to fall down the ſtairs of *ap: 
ſhaphat accompanied his prayers, in which 
he was joined by the whole aſſembly, in- 
cluding even the women and children. 


phet, ſaid, that their prayers were heard, 
and God would grant them victory in de- 
fence of their religion. He advited them 
'to march the next day, ſaying, they ſhould 
find their enemies encamped on a hill cal- 


and his people fell on the ground in ador- 


febohaphar 
obtains a vie— 
wry, 22, 23. 


lowed by the Levites and ſingers, as on a 
day of victory and triumph. This advice 


their mutual rage. On a view of the val- 


in a victory obtained without bloodſhed, 
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During their devotions, Jahaziel, a pro 


led Sis (ſignifying an eminence) between 


Jeruſalem and Engedi; where God would || of the king's death. Having related what a, 
fight the battle for them, while they might 


only look on, as ſpectators of the action. 
When the prophet had ended, - Jehoſhaphat 


ation, while the hymns and mulical inſtru- 
ments of the Levites accompanied their de- 
votions. 

On the following day, the king roſe 
early, and going into the deſart near the 
city of Tekoa, told the people to rely on 
God by believing his prophet, and not to 
form in battle array. He directed the 
prieſts with their trumpets to advance, fol- 


would prove fatal to him. The Almighty 


form the meſſengers, that the Hebrews 


OFTHE. JEWS: (ht 


In the ſecond year of the reign of Aha. 
ziah, the king of the Moabites refuſed him 
the tribute he had been accuſtomed to pa 
to his father. About this time, Ahaziah Abaziy h 


Of! his 1; 
of his palace in Samaria, and was fo much: 1 = 
hurt, that his life was endangered. In gad 
conſequence of this, he ſent meſſengers toabou b, 
enquire of the deity worſhipped by the en. 
people of Accaron *, whether the accident 


now commanded the prophet Elias to in- 


had a God of their own, and that the 
bruiſes he had received would be the cauſe The king 
they had been told to the king, he was ſo Fun. 
exaſperated againſt Elias, that he ſent an 
officer and a party of men to. appiehend 
him. Diſcovering him on the ſummit of 
a mountain, the officer commanded him 
to deſcend, and accompany him into the 
king's preſence, when Elias ſaid, © To 
prove that I am not an impoſtor, but a 
true prophet, I will perform a miracle: 
if I am a faithful ſervant of the Almighty, 
let fire now deſcend from Heaven and deſ- 
troy thee and thy fifty tollowers.” No 
ſooner were theſe words pronounced, than 
a fire came down from Heaven, and con- 


ſerze 
Fer. 9. 


being obeyed, the Almighty ſtruck ſuch a 
terror into the enemy, that they attacked 
each other, and fought with ſuch incre- 
dible fury, that they all fell ſacrifices to 


ley,  Jehothaphat found it covered with 
dead bodies, and triumphantly rejoicing 


ermitted the ſoldiers to make a booty of 
all the ſpoil, which was ſo contiderable as 
to employ three days in removing it from 
the field. 
On the fourth day, the people aſſem- 
bled in the valley of Beracha, where they 
offered thanks to God for the merciful ex- 
tion of his power. From this circum- | 
{tance the place was called the valley of 


bleſlings, which name it ſtill retains. The || upon Elias, that he immediately deſcended 


army then proceeded to ſeruſalem, where ſa- 


—_ 
— 


ſumed the whole party. Intelligence of this 
awful circumſtance being conveyed to the 
king, he diſpatched a ſecond party of fifty 
men, under the command of an officer, 
with orders to bring Elias before him. 
Upon the captain repeating the fame per- 
emptory demand, he and his attendants were 
inſtantly conſumed by a fire from Heaven. 
Another officer being ſelected to lead a 
arty of ſoldiers to take Elias into cuſtody, 
he reſpectfully addreſſed the prophet, ſay- 
ing that the commiſſion he was appointed 
to execute was extremely ungrateful to him 
as it had been to thoſe who had preceded 
him, requeſting him, in compatſion to 
himſelf and his companions, to attend them 
into the king's preſence. The civility of 
this man's behaviour had ſuch an effect 


from the mountain, and accoinpanied him 


.crifices were performed and feſtivals obſerv- 
ed on - ſeveral ſucceſſive days. This fignal 
victory impreſſed all the ſurrounding na- 
tions with an opinion, that Jehoſhaphat 
was a man of great righteouſneſs, and on 
that account peculiarly tavoured by Heaven. 
Jehothaphat and Ahaziah, the fon and ſuc- 


ceſſor of Ahab, contracted a ſtrict friend- | 


ſhip; and theſe princes, in conjunction, 
fitted out a fleet for the gold trade ; but 
the whole project failed, partly through 
tempeſtuous weather, and partly on account 
of the ſhips being conſtructed in a manner 
ill adapted to the ſeas they were to na- 


to the king, when being animated by the 
Divine ſpirit, he ſpoke in the following 
manner: „Since you deny my exiſtence, 
and confide in the imaginary being wor- 
ſhipped by the Accaronites, be aſſured, Elise fert 
that your death ſhall be the conſequence che deaf 
of your diſobedience.” | Ahaziad, | 
In a ſhort time the above prophecy was 185 

accompliſhed: and as Ahaziah died with- 
| out iſſue, he was ſucceeded in the ſove- 
reigaty by his brother Jehoram, who in Jchoran 1 
contempt of the religion of his anceſtors, e 


* A n PA — — 


* 
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* *cript. Ekron, 


Vigate. 


1 Pra- 


„1 


prackiſed idolatrous worſhip, and in other 


| reſpects abuſed thoſe talents for public 
- buſineſs with which nature had bleſſed 
| this time Elias was tranſlated to 
Heaven, as Enoch was before the flood, 


About 


as the Scripture records. Elias was ſuc- 
ceeded by his diſciple Eliſha, whom ve 
have already mentioned. | 

Jehoram ſucceeding his brother in the 


government, determined to go to war with 


Meſha, king of the Moabites, on his refuſal 
to pay an annual tribute of two hundred 
thouſand. unſhorn ſheep, in conſideration 
of what had been heretofore paid to Ahab 
his father. For this purpoſe, he firſt raiſed 


an army, and then ſolicited the affiſtance of | 


Jehoſhaphat, who promiſed not only his 
own aſſiſtance, but that of the kingldumea. 
ſehoram marched to Jeruſalem, where the 
king received and entertained him in a 
ſumptuous manner. A council being held 


by the kings of Jeruſalem, Iſrael and Idumea. 


they reſolved to direct their courſe through 
the deſart of Idumea, as a way leaſt. likely 
to give alarm to the enemy. Thus deter- 
mined, they-ſet forwards ; but at the end of 
ſeven days were ſo diſtreſſed for water, both 
for men and cattle, that they ſunk into the 
utmoſt deſpondency. Jehoram was ſo diſ- 


treſſed, that he impatiently exclaimed, 


% What have we three kings done, that 


| we ſhould become captives to the king 


fer; but thus ſaying, he directed a muſi- | 


that there ſhould be no drought hencefor- 


of the Moabites, without a conteſt ?” Jeho- 
ſhaphat adviſed Jehoram to enquire if there 
was not a prophet in the army, of whom 


advice might be aſked. This being heard 


by a ſervant, he ſaid that Eliſha, the diſciple 
of Elias, was athand ; and of him the three 
kings went in ſearch. Having found his 
tent, which was on the borders of the camp, 
Jehoram, | enquired the fate of the army 
to which Eliſha anſwered, *,You ſhould have 
applied to the prophets of your parents, and 
not have troubled me.” Jehoram being ſtill 
anxious for an anſwer, for the ſake of ſavin 
the lives of ſo many people; the prophet de- 
clared, that if it was not for the piety of 
Jehoſhaphat, he would not give any an- 


cian to be called; and while he was ſing- 
ing, the prophet, being inſpired by the 


ſpirit of God, told the kings to cut ditches, | Jeboram the ſon of Jebeſbaphat ſucceeds fo the . 
which thould be ſupplied with water 0 


ficient for themſelves and their cattle; and 


ward. Nor is this all, (ſaid the prophet,) 
God will enable you to overcome your ene- 
mies; to deſtroy their plantations, choak 


laren up their rivers and fountains, and lay waſte 
dum comes their country.” Early in the morning, af- 


tom the 


= Untaioy, 
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ter this prophecy, a violent torrent came 


down from Idumea, ſo that men and horſes | 


- 
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were abundantly ſupplied with water: 


- The king of Moab being apprized that 


the three kings were on the march toattack 

him, collected all the forces he could, to 
meet them on the borders, whether either 

army was juſt arrived, when the beams of 

the riſing ſun playing on the waters of the 

torrent, the Moabites thought it was blood, 

and concluded, that the invaders had quar- 

relled with and deſtfoyed each other, which 

had produced this conſequence. Here- 

upon they went to their king, and aſked 
permiſſion to rifle the enemy's camp; 

which being granted, they ruſhed: forward 

in the utmoſt diſorder : but being immedi- 

ately attacked on every fide, many of them 

were ſlain, and the reſt fo routed that it was 

with difficulty they retreated home. In the The Moab- 
interim, the three kings entered the land of ites diſperſed 


5 5 d thei 
the Moabites, razed their cities and towns, country laid 
drove off their cattle, and covered the paſ. waſte, 25, c. 


ture- grounds with gravel and ſand from the 

the torrent; cut down their trees and woods, 

levelled their walls with the ground, and 
choaked up their ſprings and fountains. The 

king flying to one of his towns for refuge, 

he was there beſieged, and fearing the place 

would be taken by aſſault, he made a deſ- 

perate fally at the head of ſeven hundred 

cavalry, with a deſign of breaking through 

the enemy's troops : but being unable to 
accomplith that purpoſe, he again retired 

into the town, He now committed an act at 

the relation of which humanity muſt ſhud« 

der. On the walls of the city, he offered n Hag of 
up his eldeſt fon as a facrifice, in view of Mob facris 
the enemy. Conſidering this act of bar. fices his ſon. 
barity as the effect of the moſt wretched aber _ 555 
deſperation, the confederate kings, com- horrid ſpec- 
paſſionating his miſerable circumſtances, tacle, and 
raiſed the ſiege, and their armies being diſ- 

miſſed, the men returned to their to x 


rea h 
ors ane, g 
habitations. The remaining part of Jeho- 
ſhaphat's life was peaceable and happy ; but 
he ſurvived the above expedition only a ſhort 


2||time. He died in Jeruſalem in the ſixtieth 


year of his age, and the twenty fifth of his 
reign ; and was buried in that city; with 
great pomp and magnifienc. 


CHAP: 


government. Miracles wrought by Eliſha. 


Adad befieges Jeboram in Samaria. The 


0 


he 


* 


F the ſeveral bons of Jehoſhaphat, 
be. appointed Jchoram, the eldeſt, 
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'| confirming the faith of his ttendant. In seng 


in the caves, and thereby involved him- 
ſelf conſiderably in debt, in conſequence of 


which, herſelf and her children were become 


\ ſlaves to the creditors. In confideration 
of theſe circumſtances, ſhe requeſted the 
prophet to afford her ſome relief; where. 
upon he enquired of her, what her houſe 
contained; and upon her ſaying, that ſhe 
had nothing more than a ſmall quantity 
of oil, he directed her to borrow as many 
empty veſſels as ſhe could procure from 
her neighbours, and, after faſtening her 
chamber-door, to pour a little of the oil 
into each, and ſhe would find that, by the 
power of God, all the veſſels would be fil- 
| fed. She acted accordingly, and then re- 
turned to the prophet, giving him a parti- 


. cular account of her proceedings: when || 


he directed her to ſell the oil, and diſcharge 

2 ther debts with the produce, after which 
eulouſly re. ſomething would be left for the relief of her- 
lived. ſelf and her family. Thus was ſhe deliver- 
ed from thoſe obligations that had proved 
extremely diſagreeable to her. Being in- 

formed that Ahad had projected a plot for 

taking away the life of Jehoram, he in- 

formed the latter, that the other had ſta- 

tioned an ambuſh to attack him, while he 

was purſuing the chace, and therefore ad- 

viſed him to decline his intention of hunt- 

ing in that part of the country, which 
precaution being obſerved, the murderous 

deſign of the conſpirators was diſappointed; 

which ſo inflamed the rage of Abad, that 

he vehemently upbraided his adherents with 

infidelity in divulging a ſecret, which he 

had communicated only to them. One of 

them replied, that he was not warrantable in 


accuſing them of betraying his councils, diction in the name of God. Adad reſolv- 


ſince his ſuſpicions would have been level- 
led with more propriety againſt Eliſha, 
who had the faculty of penetrating into the 


+ moſt ſecret operations of his mind. The and ſtrength, would engage him in open 
king now ſent meſſengers to diſcover the war. Dy HE 


abode of Eliſha ; and upon their reporting 
to him, that he was at Dothan, he diſ- 
patched chariots and horſemen with orders 
to take him into cuſtody, Ahad's ſoldiers 
having ſurrounded the town in the night, 
early in the morning the prophet was in- 
formed by his ſervant of the fituation of 
affairs, when, to appeaſe the man's alarm and 


| Hereupon, Jehoram, in purſuance of the 


11 
ven, as a means of pn Elg 


of kX a multitude of chariots are len al 


to Adad' fol 
| | Tr" I; | ey dien ar 
ſhould not know, him from any gther per- 
1 x ; . K er. I X 


who and what, they were ſearching for. Be 


= 


+ & 4 


The affrighted Syrians were doubting how 
to act in this ſituation, hen the king ad- 
viſed that they might be put to death; but 
to this the — — objected, as a, diſhon- 
|| ourable , proceeding, except towards per- 
ſons conquered in Mar: Theſe men (aid 
he) had no hoſſile intentions againſt this 
country, and appear to be mere agents in 
the hand of providence.” The prophet, 
therefore, advited that they ſhould be treat- 
ed hoſpitably, and left to their own liberty, 
after they had been properly entertained. 


ö 


prophet's advice, entertained them liberally, 
and diſmiſſed them. On their return, they 
gave the king their maſter a minute account 
Of what had happencd, which greatly at- 
fected him, and convinced -him- that this 
miracle was wrought by the immediate 
hand of Heaven, and that the prophet was 
divingly inſpired when he delivered the pre- 


ed, that henceforward, he would never ſeck 
to injure. the king of Iſrael in a treacherous 
manner: but, confiding in his numbers 


Thus reſolved, Adad collected a numer- Abid lars 
ous army, with which he marched againſt . R 
Jehoram; who thinking his forces inade- i, 19, 
quate to the riſque of a battle in the plains, 
remained within the walls of Samaria; 
which being ſtrongly fortified, Adad heſitat- 
ed, whether he ſhould aſſault the place or 


endeavour to reduce it by famine. At length 


conſternation, he admoniſhed him to pre- the town was beſieged, and the garriſon was 


fo 


11.) BY FLAVIUSs JOSEPHU:S- 


ſo reduced for want of Hedeper that the f was then on his way to revoke his com- 
head of an aſs was ſold for eighty pieces of | mand. 5 ee 
filver,* and five pieces ſ was the: price of a The doors were accordingly kept cloſed 

pint and a half of pigeon's dung, as the till the arrival of Jehoram, who upon be- 

fauce for it. In this diſtreſs Jehoram was || ing. admitted into the houſe, reproached 
apprehenſive, that ſome perſon might in- || the, prophet for neglecting to ſupplicate 

form the enemy how greatly the famine had || Heaven to alleviate the dreadful calamities 

reduced them; for which reaſon he daily || to which the people were reduced. Upon 

walked round the fortifications, had an eye] this, the prophet ſaid, that by the fame EHM pro- 
upon the guards, and was very attentive 


hour on the following day, proviſions miſes that the 
that no ſpy ſhould privately enter the city, 


ſhould be fo plentiful in Samaria, that the nn inen 
nor any other clandeſtine meaſure be practiſ- || market meaſure || of fine four ſhould fell end in twenty 
ed by the enemy. | 

While the king was thus engaged, a 


only for a ſhekel,++ and two meaſures of four hours. 
woman accoſted him, claiming his atten- 


barley for the fame ſum. The king and 3 _ 
tion, Imagining that ſhe came to aſk cha- 
rity, he ſaid, he was unable to yield he 


his attendants, who had received ſufficient. 

proofs of Eliſha's veracity, confided in the 
aſſiſtance, having neither granaries nor 
wine preſſes. Upon this, ſhe told him, 


above prediction; but a favourite courtier, 
who had the command of a third part of 
that ſhe came not to obtain food, but juſ- 
tice, requeſting that he would determine 


the army, ſaid to Eliſha, that the matter 
he had pretended would come to paſs, was 
a controverſy ſubfiſting between another 
woman and herſelf, Upon the king de-| 


as improbable as that flour and barley ſhould 
ſiring her to explain the nature of her buſi- 


deſcend from Heaven like rain, The pro- 
phet told the officer, that what he had pre- 
dicted would * infallibly happen, of which 
neſs, the ſaid, that her adverſary and her- he ſhould be a witueſs, without participat- 
ſelf having each a male child, they had a- ing in the relief that would be afforded to 
aa, to kill the infants, to appeaſe their the reſt of the king's ſubjects. ox, 
Teo omen hunger; that her own child was killed and It was a cuſtom with the Samaritans, 
eruntto drefled the preceding day, when the other not to permit any leprous perſons to reſide 
a FOIA partook of it: but when ſhe de- in the city, and at this time four men ſo 
was 2Kines manded her ſhare of the ſurviving child, 
9-2 its mother broke her contract, and con- 
N veyed the infant into a place of conceal- 


afflicted had habitations without the walls. 
The famine in Samaria raged with ſuch 

ment. Driven ES to diſtraction by this 

horrid narrative, Jehoram tore his gar- 


violence, that theſe miſerable people could 

not hope to procure proviſions from thence, 

and if they remained in their preſent ſitu- 

ments, vehemently exclaiming, that till ation, they could expect nothing but ſpeedy 

then he had no comprehenſion of the ex-|| deſtruction. They therefore determined to 
cels of miſery of which human nature was 
capable: adding, that this calamity might 
have been avoided, if the prophet had in- 


ſubmit themſelves to the mercy of the ene- 
my, who would either afford them relief, 

terceded with God in his behalf, but that 

for having neglected ſo to do, his life ſhould 


or put them to immediate death; a fate 
which they conſidered as preferable to that 
be immediately ſacrificed. While under 
this impulſe of rage, the king diſpatched 


of periſhing through want of food. They 
accordingly departed by night, and on their 

an officer with orders to cut off Eliſha's 

head. 5 


approaching the camp, it pleaſed the Al- 
Being informed of Jehoram's reſolution 


mighty to ſtrike the imagination of the 
Syrians with the idea, that they heard the 
by the Divine ſpirit, Eliſha told his diſ- 
ciples, that an officer and a party of ſoldi- 


trampling of horſes, and the noiſe of armed 
men on the march. Hereupon they informed 
ers were commiſſioned to deſtroy him; 
t. ctrefore, he ordered, that when the men 


Adad, that Jehoram and his allies were on 
ſhould approach the houſe, the door ſhould 


the march within hearing. This ſtory 
was the more readily believed by Adad, 

be ſhut, and he kept ſo till the arrival of 

the king, who, he faid, had relented, and 


becauſe his own imagination had painted 


— 


— 


the ſame ſcene: and every man now began 3 
to ſhift for himſelf, the whole army retir- 


— 


ft 
— 
— 4 


The pieces here meant were Drichmas and the 
Hebrew Drachma was equivalent to the Roman 
Denarius, which according to Dom Calmet, and 


nine grains and an half, and were worth two ſhil- 
lings and ten pence, ſeven eighths. . t 
Tue word we have here tranſlated a pint and an 


the beſt authors, weighed two penny weights, ſix 
grains, and three fourths, .and was in value, fix 


pence three farthings, and three eights; fourſcore 


therefore muſt weigh nine ounces, two penny 
weights, and twelye grains, and in yalue amount to 


two pounds, five ſhillings, and ſeven pence half 
CAS IP ITY WG-6 


penny, Engliſh money. 
fine Drachmas weighed eleven penny weight, 


half, ſignifies in the original, the {ame as the Ro- 
man Sextarius, which, according to the beſt authors, 


| - ++ A ſheke!, as we have 


approached neareſt to that quantity of our mea- 
ſure. 


| The third part of a Epha, and ſomething more 


than twenty pints Engliſh wine meaſure. | 
as faid before Was worth 
about two ſhillings and ſeven pence Engliſn. J 
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2 ing in confuſion, each anxious to fave his ||[which Adad being informed of, he "ſent Hy 
thei: camp in OWN life, and leaving all the horſes, carri- || zael with rich preſents to the prophet, any 


a panick ter- ages and treaſure, behind them. Thelepers|| bad him enquire whether the king would 


or, 1:7 arriving at the-terits of the Syrians, ar ||furvive- his diſeaſe. Forty camels bein, 
finding all quiet refreſhed themſelves with loaded With valuable effects, Hazael pro. 
eating, and drinking, and then carried away || ceeded o his commiſſion, and meeting the 
gold and other rich effects which they buri- || prophet, faluted him with the moſt pro- 
ed in a hole dug for that purpoſe. Having four || found reſpect, produced his preſents, and 
times loaded themſelves in this manner, and aſked him, in the king's name, what would 
finding the enemy quite retreated, they || be the iſſue of his diſorder. Eliſha faid 
conſidered that they ought, on the firſt || the king would not ſurvive; but requeſted 
diſcovery, to have acquainted Jehoram, || Hazael to conceal that intelligence from 
and the people in the city, with this event: him. This information greatly diſturbed 
on which they haſtened back to Samaria, || Hazael, who upon obſerving the prophet 
and arriving at the walls of the city, call-d || weep bitterly, deſired to be informed of the 
aloud to the watch, that the camp was a- || cauſe of his forrow. Eliſha faid, he cbuld 
bandoned by the enemy. They likewiſe not ſuppreſs his grief for the miſeries he HI fut 
ſent notice hereof by the king's guards: on || would bring upon the Hebrews ; for he 8 
which a council was ſummoned, to whom || would deſtroy their cities by fire, put the Icing, al 
Jehoram delivered his opinion, that it || principal men to the ſword, dath their" e 
was an artifice of the enemy to draw his children to death againſt the ſtones, rip wan 
ſubjects into an ambuſh. '< Probably, || up the belhes of the pregnant women, and zal. 2 Kin 
(ſaid he), they deſpaired of ſtarving us, and tear the unborn infants there from. Ups 54 
have therefore had recourſe to this ſtrata- on Hazael ſaying it was not pofſible he 
gem. Now, for this reaion, I would be could be the author of ſuch complicated 
guarded againſt this treachery, and not em- || miſchiefs, Eliſha declared, that, by Divine 
bark in an affair that may totally ruin our || communication, he was aſſured Hazael 
cauſe.” Hereupon, one of the council, pre- || would ſucceed to the government of Syria. 
miſing that his majeſty had formed a right || Hazael now departed, and informed Adad, 
Judgment, hinted that it would be proper || that his health would be reſtored. He 
to ſend two horſemen as far as Jordan to || yifited the king next day, and then with 
learn the truth: that if they ſhould bea wet cloth ſtrangled him; immediately Ju mir 
made priſoners, the loſs would not be great || after which he took © poſſeſſion of tei. 
and it might ſerve as a caution in fu- palace, and uſurped the government. Adad 
ture. The king acceded to this pro- and Hazael acquired great reputation in 
poſal, and diſpatched the meſſengers, who || Syria and Damaſcus, on account of the 
ſoon returned with an account that not an || temples and other public works they erect- 
enemy was to be ſeen ; but that there was d for the embelliſhment of the latter 
plenty of corn and arms, and abundance of city, where their images are ſtill carried 
other articles which the Syrians appeared to about the ſtreets, as in oſtentation of their 
have left in their hurry. This intelligence || antiquity, though it is but of eleven hun- 


- 


induced the king to fend out people to pil- |[dred years ſtanding. 0 
lage the camp of Adad, where they ob Jehoram, king of Iſrael, was happy to 
tained an immenſe booty in gold fil- || hear of the death of Adad, as it reſtored 
ver, horſes and other cattle, and an a peace to his dominions. In the mean time, 
mazing quantity of corn: ſo great, indeed, the other Jehoram, king of Judah, com- 
that the former ſcarcity was forgotten in || menced his reign by murdering his own 
the preſent plenty; and agreeable to Eli- || brothers, and his father's beſt friends, and 
ſha's prophecy, a meaſure of flour and two || committing every enormity that could 
of barley, were fold each for a ſhekel; con- mark him for the worſt of charactegs. 
taining a buſhel and a half, Italian mea- His wife Gotholiah, daughter of Ahar, 
ſure: but the officer before - named, who || encouraged him in theſe proceedings, and 
commanded a third of the army, received was a principal inducement to his wor- 
no benefit thereby, for, being ſtationed at || ſhipping of falſe gods. Though agree- 
the gate, by the king's command, he was || able to the promiſe made to David, it was 
cruſhed to death by the crowd, as a judg- || certain. that God would not extirpate his 
ment indiſcrediting the prophecy of Eliſha. || family, yet: Jehoram's courſe. of impiety 
By this time Adad had reticed to Damaſ- was ſuch, as ſeemed to ſolicit fuch extir- 
cus ; and having learnt that the haſty re- || pation. 7 MELS „ | 
treat from the camp was the conſequence ||- At this time, the Idumeans revolted 
only of their own fears, he conſidered it as || from- from Jehoram, who collecting an 
the immediate judgment of Heaven, and || army of charioteers' and horſe, invaded 
fell ill, through the. anxiety of his mind. || them by night : but being unable to per- 


Eliſha now advanced towards Damaſcus, R exploit, he ſet fire 
* | : | * ro 


1 
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AP. V. | 
to and plundered ſome towns on their 
-. confines, and then retreated. This attack 
did not terrify the inſurgents, - but rather 

_ encouraged others to follow their example, 
and about this time the people of Libna 
likewiſe rebelled. Jehoram was now fo 
rofligate in his impiety, that he compel- 
led the Iſraelites to worſhip falſe gods, in 
the groves and high places of the moun- 
tains. Thus did he proceed, in defiance 
of Heaven, till, at length, Eliſha ſent him 

a letter, importing that” © his practice and 
example having been diametrically oppo- 
ſite to that of his anceſtors ; his having ſe- 
zens of Jeruſalem, to the worſhip of 
falſe gods, and other idolatrous practices, 
in contempt of the religion of their country 
after the evil example of Ahab ; and cauſ- 
fing the death of his own brothers, and o- 
ther pious men, were offences for which 
a remorſeleſs enemy ſhould deſtroy his fa- 
mily and ſubjects, ſparing neither women 
nor children; and that, for himſelf, he 
thould be tortured with the moſt excru- 
ciating pains in the belly, till his bowels 
ſhould become rotten, and fall out by 
degrees. | 


C- H A Pp. III. 


The Arabians make an incurfion into the 
Territories of Feboram. His miſerable 
deathͤ. Tehoram is ſucceeded by his ſon 
 Abaziah, | 2 


Omer after the above prediction; a nu- 


rm: ; merous army of the Arabians from the 


nd by the orders of Ethiopia, in conjunction with 
i, other Barbarians, made an inroad into the do- 
Mw ui. minions of Jehoram, and not only ravaged 
the whole country, but alſo put all the 
king's wives and children to the ſword, ex- 
cept his M Ahaziah, who was with great 
difficulty preſerved from the fury of the in- 
vaders. Soon after this calamity, Jehoram 
was ſeized with the diſorder which the pro- 
phet had predicted, ſo that his bowels gra- 
dually fell from his belly. His ſubjects re- 
joiced at, and inſulted him under his af- 
fliction, conſidering it a judgment due to 
his execrable crimes. The people refuſed 
Jehoram's body the honour of a royal fu- 
neral, nor would they permit his remains 
e to, be depoſited in his father's ſepulchre. 
ſhow, After a reign of eight years he died at the 
uon. xi. age of forty. He was ſucceeded in the go- 
vernment of Judah by his ſon Ahaziah. 


' 
4 


Teboram, king of Iſrael, beſieges Ramath. 


and, after being wounded, retires fo Je- 
Fees. 


aſſault, he is anointed king of Ifrael, and 


duced the tribe of Judah, and the citi- | 


Fehu having taten the town y 


BY FEAVIUS JOSEPHVUSs. 


He proceeds to Fezreel. 


that the death of Adad afforded him a 


math-Gilead, and therefore, with a pow- 


arrow diſcharged by a Syrian, in conſe- 


obtaining a cure. After his recovery, it 
was the defigh of Jehoram to maintain a 
war againſt the Syrians ; but in the interim, 


Ramath, in order to anoint Jehu with holy 
oil, and declare him king of Iſrael, by the 
ſpecial appointment and authority of God: 
On the meſſenger's arrival at Ramath, he 
found Jehu in company with the principal 
officers of his army, and requeſted a ſhort 
conference with him in private, whereupon 
they retired together to the general's cloſet, 
where the young man poured the holy oil 
upon the general's head, informing him, that 


Ahab; for as Jehoram, the ſon of Nebat 


become extinct, in revenge for the death of 
be barbarouſly murdered. Upon Jehu's re- 


curioſity to be informed of the occaſion on 
which he had received a viſit from à ſtranger, 
whom they obſerved appeared to be diſor- 


jecture was probably right; for, from his 
converſation he deemed the young man to be 
a lunatic. This evaſion, inſtead of ſatisfy- 


Jehu candidly declared, that the meſſenger 
command of the Almighty. Upon receiv- 


ing this intelligence, the commanders placed 
their cloaks one upon another, in order to 


him on his ſucceſſion to the crown, while 
horns, trumpets, and other marfhall in- 
ſtruments were ſounded. Jehu now march- 


mained indiſpoſed in conſequence of his 


[| wound, and attended by his ſurgeons, Aha- 


ziah, his ſiſter's fon, having then tepatred 
to that city, on a Viſit to the wounded 
r , | 

| "GS ©: vs 
Jebu puts Jeboram, and Aziah to death. 
EHU mounted his chariot, and being 
attended by a ſelect body of ſoldiers, 
pro- 


© commanded to extirpate the family of Ahubs | 
Fe king öf Ilrael, conceived 
favourable proſpect for the recovery of Ra- 


erful army he laid ſiege to that city. On 
the firſt attack he received a wound from an 


quence of which, he appointed Jehn, the 


fon of Amaſis, to the command of his army, 
and retired to Jezreel for the convenience of 


Eliſha diſpatched one of his diſciples to 


he was ſelected by the Almighty to aſcend jehu anointes 


the throne, and utterly deſtroy the houſe of king, and or- 
ered to root 

; — "> Out the houſe 

and Baaſha, had fallen facrifices to their of Ahab. 


crimes, ſo ſhould the whole family of Ahab Kivgs ix, 6, 
the prophets, whom Jezabel had: cauſed to 
turn to the officers, they expreſſed much 5 


dered in his ſenſes. Jehoram ſaid their con- 


ing, only ſerving to increaſe their curioſity, 


had pronounced him king of Iſrael, by the 


form a kind of temporary throne, and Jenu 
being ſeated thereon, they congratulated 


ed towards Jezreel, where Jchoram (till re- 
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THE ANTIQUITIES 


proceeded towards the city of Jezreel. The 
approach of the troops being obſerved by a 
ſpy, he related his diſcovery to Jehoram, 
who immediately diſpatched a horſeman to 
learn of whom they were compoſed. 
Upon. making this enquiry, Jehu ordered 
the man to fall into the rear and join the 
march. The ſpy having informed Jeho- 
ram that his meſſenger had joined the troops 
marching towards the town, he diſpatch- 
ed another courier to procure intelligence, 
and he was alſo detained by Jehu. The 
king now mounted his chariot, and being 
accompanied by Ahaziah, the king of Ju- 
dah, went forth towards Jehu, who {till 
continued his march at a moderate rate. 
Meeting Jehu in the field of Naboth, je- 
horam queſtioned him concerning the ſtate 
of the army, when the other, regardleſs of 
the king's demand, reflected on his mother 
as being an abandoned proſtitute, . and a 
witch. Hereupon, Jehoram obſerved to his 
kinſman Ahaziah, that a conſpiracy was 
formed for his deſtruction, and while pre- 
paring to ſeek for ſafety in flight, Jehu diſ- 
charged an arrow, which penetrating his 
heart, he fell from his chariot, immediately 
after which, recollecting to have heard Eli- 
jah predict, that he and his whole family 
ſhoulddie in the field of Naboth, Jehu order- 
ed Bidkar, who commanded a third part of 
his army, to caſt the body of Jehoram into 
that place, which was accordingly done. 
Ahaziah apprehending his own lite to be in 
danger, turned into a private road, but be- 
ing purſued, and ſtruck by an arrow from 
the bow of Jehu, he quitted his chariot, and 
mounting a horſe, eſcaped to the city of 


The death of Megiddo, where he ſoon afterwards died in 
Ahaziah. 27.” Conſequence of his wound. He reigned 


one year, and in that ſhort period even ſur- 
paſſed his father in wickedneſs. His re- 
mains were buried in Jeruſalem, 


CHAP. VI. 


By the command of Tehu, Jegabel, the ſo- 
venty ſons, and all the relations of Ahab, 
forty-two perſons of the family of Aba- 


Baal, are put to death ; and the temple 
dedicated to that idol is demoliſhed. 


' T PON occaſion of Jehu's public entry 
L into the city of Jezreel, queen Jeza- 

bel, ſumptuouſly apparelled, placed herſelf 
at the window of a turret, in order to view 
the proceſſion ; and as he paſſed ſhe taunt- 
ingly exclaimed, « He ſurely is a worthy 
ſubject who puts his ſovereign to death. 
Theſe words being heard by Jehu, he en- 
- quired who the woman was, and ordered 


her to deſcend; but upon her refuſing to | 


| 


comply, he commanded the eunuchs who 


OF THE JEWs, 


| 


Book 


attended her, to caſt her down. They o- [eg 
| | yg 
beyed ; and the walls of the tower againſt donn fn 
which ſhe ſtruck in falling, were ſtained the po 
with her blood. Proceeding to the palace, 2 Kann. 
Jehu and his followers rode over the body, Ver.. 


and trampled it with the earth. After 
having remained a ſhort time in the palace, 
Jehu gave orders, that from a reſpect to the 
exalted ſtation of Jezabel, her domeſtics 
ſhould cauſe her remains to be buried, with 
the honours due to her rank; but only a 
part of the ſkull, the palms of her hands, The dop 
and ſoles of her feet could be found, the Jab: 9 
reſt having been devoured by the dogs. ,.. Wh 
This circumſtance gave the new king addi- 4 
tional veneration towards the prophecies of 
Elijah, who had foretold, that in Jezreel, 
the fleſh of Jezabel ſhould be, eaten by 
MM 7375; | 

The ſeventy ſons of Ahab reſided at this 
time in Samaria. In order to be convinced 
of the diſpoſition of the people towards him, 
Jehu wrote letters to the governors of the 
young princes, and the principal magiſtrates 


formed Jehu, that they would acknowledge 


of the town, expreſſing, that as they poſ- 
ſeſſed numerous fortified towns, and other 
places of ſtrength, and were abundantly 
rovided with troops, chariots, and eve 
implement, of war, it would be, acting a 
commendable part to ſelect from the youths, 
one who ſhould be moſt worthy to aſſume 
the regal dignity, and under his command 
to avenge the death of their late ſovereign, 
Theſe letters which were written with a 
view to diſcover whether the people were 
attached to his intereſt, or diſpoſed to fa- 
vour the cauſe of a competitor for the ſove- 
reignty, being taken into conſideration, the 
refult was, that it would be a highly impoli- 
tic, and dangerous procedure, to diſpute the 
power of a man who had already vanquiſhed 


two powerful kings : they therefore in- 3 
Ad ler 
ty ſons are 
put to 
death, 
2 Kings. 
ver. 7. 


the ſovereignty of no other man than him- 
ſelf. Jehu wrote again, requiring them, as 
a teſtimony of their obedience, to ſend him 
the heads and hands of the ſons of Abab. 
Hereupon a conference was held between 


| the magiſtrates and the governors of the 
ziab, and all the prieſts of the Tyrian | 


princes, and they came to a reſolution of 
complying with the requiſition of Jehu. 
He was at ſupper when intelligence was de- 
livered, that the heads and 4 of the 
princes were arrived: he ordered them to 
be placed in heaps, one on each ſide of the 
palace gate. Going forth the following 
morning to view them, he ſaid to the 
multitude, It is true that I killed the 
king, my maſter, but by whom have his ſons 
been ſlain ?” He applied himſelf to con- 
vince the people, that the ſacrifice of the 
houſe of Ahab was agrecable to the will of 
the Almighty, and the prediction which 
he had dictated to the prophet. Having 


put 
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The prieſts 


WT” [rophets 
we idol 


{fry Word. To purify the city from its ſacri- 


25.5 


ve, VII. 


BY FLAVIU 


put to death all the perſons he could diſco- 
ver of the family of Ahab, Jehu departed 
for Samaria. On his journey, he joined 
company with forty-two of the relations of 
Ahaziah, king of Jeruſalem, who informed 
him, that they were going to declare alle- 
giance to Jehoram and Ahaziah ; for they 
were ignorant that theſe perſons had been 


put to death by Jehu. Upon receiving this 
information, he cauſed the whole company | 


to be ſlam. 

Preſently afterwards, he met with a man 
of great righteouſneſs and integrity, named 
Jonadab, who highly commended his zeal- 
ous endeavours for exterminating the fa- 
mily of Ahab. Upon the king's invitation, 
Jonadab accepted a place in his chariot, 
and on their way towards Samaria, Jehu 
told his companion, that he ſhould have 
occular demonſtration of the falſe prieſts, 
and prophets, and the other apoſtates from 
the true God, being put to death ; adding, 
that men of virtue received ſatisfaction from 
inflicting merited puniſhment upon the 
wicked. | | 

On their arrival in Samaria, Jehu cauſed 


all that could be found of the relations of 


Ahab to he ſlain. To prevent the eſca 
of the falſe prophets, and idolatrous prieſts, 
he had recourſe to the following ſtratagem : 


declaring himſelf reſolved to enforce a more 


rigid attention to the worſhip of Baal, than 
his predeceſſor had obſerved, and that he 
meant to offer a great ſacrifice to that idol, 
he commanded all the prieſts and prophets 
to be preſent at an appointed time, on the 
penalty of forfeiting their lives. Havin 

aſſembled, they were preſented with veſt- 
ments, in which they habited themſelves, 
preparatory to the practice of their idola- 
trous ceremonies. Accompanied by Jonadab, 


S JOSEPHUS. 


Inify to him, by che agency of a prophet, 


that his poſterity to the fourth. generation 
ſhould reign over Iſrael. 


CH AP. VB. 


Athaliah meditates the deſtruction of the houſe 
of David, in revenge for the death of Ahab, 
Fehoiada, the high-prieſt, preſerves the life 
of Faaſh, the fon of Ahaziab. Foalh ads 
vanced to the throne of Fudab. The death 
of Athaliah. . 


IA of the devaſtation made by 
Jehu in the iniquitous family of her fa- 
ther being communicated to Athaliah, 
daughter of Ahab, king of Iſrael, and wi- 
dow of Jehoram, king of Judah, ſhe formed 
the reſolution of avenging the loſs of her 
kindred, by ſo effectually exterminating the 
race of David, that not a man ſhould re- 
main to boaſt an hereditary claim to'the 
throne of Judah, In purſuance of this de- 
ſign, ſhe commanded all the ſons of Aha- 


Joaſh, 


prieſt, entering the palace, ſhe perceived 
the child, and ſecretly conveyed him to her 
dwelling, and thence into the temple, where, 
without the circumſtance being known to 
any perſon except her huſband, ſhe careful- 
ly nouriſhed him during the fix years of 
Athaliah's reign over the two tribes in Je- 
ruſalem. OE | 
Jehoiada, in the ſeventh year, produced 
the child to five captains, and prevailed 
upon them to unite their endeavours towards 
inveſting him with the regal dignity. Hav- 
ing bound themſelves by an oath of fidelity 


Jehu repaired to the temple, and cauſed all and ſecrecy, the captains departed, in order ; 


perſons to depart who were not the ſervants 
of the idol, under the pretext of not ſufferin 
the place tobe prophaned by unqualified per- 
ſons joining in the ceremonials of religion. 
When they were on the point of proceed- 
ing to their abominable worſhip, pon a ſig- 
nal given by Jehu, fourſcore men ſtationed 
at the entrance, ruſhed into the building, and 
put all the falſe prieſts and prophets to the 


legious abominations, Jehu cauſed the pa- 


lace to be entirely conſumed by fire. Ahab 


dedicated an altar to Baal, the idol of the 
Syrians, in memorial of Ithobal, his father- 
in-law, king of Tyre and Sidon, and ap- 


pointed prieſts and prophets, and provided | 


every requiſite appertaining to idolatrous 
worthip. Though Jehu ſtill permitted the 
Iſraelites to pay adoration to the golden 
calves, in conſideration of the ſeverities he 
exerciſed upon the above degencrate race of 
apoſtates, the Almighty was pleaſed to ſig- 


, | | 


to ſummon the prieſts, Levites, and the 


g || principal men of the tribes, in the name of 


the high-prieſt, to aſſemble at Jeruſalem. 
Being arrived, Jehoiada informed them that, 
on condition of engaging in an oath of ſe 
crecy, he would communicate to them a 
matter of the higheſt importance. to the 


David, whoſe poſterity it was the pleaſure 
of the Almighty to promiſe thould continue 
to reign over us. It is my advice, that you 
form yourſelf into three diviſions; one to 
guard the king in the temple ; another to 
poſſeſs themſelves of the ſeveral avenues to 
the building ; and the. third to guard the 


—— 


re unprovided with arms, may follow their 
inclinations, as to remaining in the tem- 


2 gate leading to the palace. Such as 


30 | ple; 


ziah to be ſlain; but the nurſe of Joaſh, All Ahaziah'r 
who was then a year old, concealed the in- ſons put to 
fant among the bodies of his deceaſed bre- 12. but 
thren; and upon Jehoſhabeth, fitter of 11 Kings, 
pe Ahaziah, and wife of Jehoiada, the high- XII, &c. 


15 


4 © "P00 


. 
. 
e "re we . 
2 —˙O . ˙—˙»—;Ü⅛] ]”§7r²¹ . . oe. . 


2 pr e 
—_ 4 


public weal, wherein he ſhould have occa- Orders giveg 
fion to requeſt their aſſiſtance. He admi- for the eu- 
niſtered the oath, and then pointing to - _ 
Joaſh, faid, - * Behold your king: he is the parking of 
the only ſurviving branch of the houſe of Joabb, 5, &g. 
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ple, or otherwiſe : but no perſons bearing 
weapons muſt be admitted to the building, 
unleſs they be prieſts.” He appointed cer- 
| tain prieſts and Levites to remain near the 
king, as the guard of his perſon, keeping 
their ſwords conſtantly unſheathed, and to 
lay any man who ſhould attempt to force 
into the temple with arms; and to em- 
ploy the utmoſt vigilance towards the per- 
ſonal ſafety of the new ſovereign. The 
people aſſembled on the occaſion, unani- 
mouſly approved the conduct of the high- 
prieſt ; whole next buſineſs was to open a 
magazine, and deliver to the centurions, 
prieſts, and Levites, arrows, lances, and 
other implements of war, which David 
had depofited in the temple. The arms 
being diſtributed, the Centurions, prieſts, 
and Levites, ſtationed themſelves without 
the temple, entirely ſurrounding that build- 
ing. Joaſh, with a royal crown upon his 
head, was now produced ; and after bein 
anointed with holy oil, the high-priett 
pronounced him king, with the uſual for- 
malities, the ceremony being accompanied 
with repeated acclamations from the 
people attending on the occaſion, who 
Joined in expreſſing their wiſhes, that he 
might long reign in happineſs and proſpe- 
rity, and prove victorious over all his ene- 
mies. 


The ſhouts of the people reaching the 


palace, Athaliah was thrown into great | 
conſternation, and aſſembling her guards, 
ſhe repaired to the temple, where ſhe ob- 
tained immediate admittance : but her at- 


tendants were excluded, Obſerving Joaſh 
ſeated on a throne, and wearing a crown 
of royalty, ſhe pronounced him an uſurp- 
er, and demanded that he ſhould be im- | 
mediately ſlain. Hereupon, Jehoiada or- 
dered his Officers to ſeize the queen, and 
Fehoida or- put her to death at the brook of Kidron ; 
ders Arha"iab adding that the puniſhment ſhe had me- 
* rited ſhould be inſtantly inflicted upon her, 
EE but that the temple was not to be pol- 
luted with the blood of a woman fo utter- 
ly abandoned to wickedneſs. The officers 
appointed to execute this commiſſion were 
likewiſe commanded, that if any perſons 
ſhould preſume to attempt a reſcue of the 
priſoner, they ſhould ſuffer immediate 
death. | 
After the ſentence pronounced againſt A- 
thaliah had been executed, Jehoiada aſ- 
ſembled the populace in the temple, and 
to adminiſter to them the oath of fidelity 
and allegiance to the young king, who 
bound himſelf under a ſolemn obligation 
to a faithful diſcharge of the duties of re- 
ligion, and a rigid conformity with the 
commands of God, as tranſmitted to the 


Hebrews by Moſes. After theſe ſolemni- 


ties, the multitude repaired to the temple 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


[Boux h 


of Baal, which; with a view to ingratiate 
the favour of Ahab, Athaliah and her hu. 
band Jehoram had erected, and utterly | 
deſtroyed that building, at the ſame time 
putting to death an idolatrous prieſt named 
Mattan. | | 
The holy temple was, according to the 
inſtitution of David, committed to the care 
of the prieſts and Levites ; and, agreeably 
with the direction of Moſes, Jehoiada ap- 
ointed two ſolemn ſacrifices, with incenſe, 
to be offered up every day; and from a- 
mong the Levites he ſelected a number of 
erſons to attend at the gates, for prevent. 
ing the building from being polluted by 
the preſence of unqualified people. 
From the palace, Joaſh was conducted 
to the temple, where being ſeated on the 
throne, he was a ſecond time proclaimed 
king, amidſt the acclamations of the po— 
pulace; who on this occaſion devoted 
leveral days to feaſting and mirth. The 
mother of Joaſh was a native of Beerſheba, 
named Zibiah. During the life of Jchotadz, 
the king ſtrictly adhered to the duties of 
religion, and the laws of his country, 
Having arrived to years of maturity, ne 
obtained the approbation of the high-prieſt 
to eipouſe two women, by each of whom 
he had ifſue of both ſexes, 


C.H AFP. VII. 


De. death of Febu; who is ſucceeded in the 


Jehu, king of the Iſraelites, laying waſte var agzint 


government by his ſon Fehoa has. Joaſb, 
king of Ferſalem, repairs the temple. 
FJeboiada dies, The apoacy of Foaſh, who 
cauſes Zachariah to be floned to death. 
Hazael bgſieges Feruſalem. Foaſh is mur- 
dered by the friends of Zachariah. © 


1 king of Syria, maintained 
an obſtinate and bloody war againſt 


Hazae! mal 


to a very extenſive tract of land eaſtward of the 
theJordan, committing great havock upon 72 8 
the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manaſſes, and burning to the 
ground the cities of Gilead and Batanea, 
the inhabitants whereof, without regard 
either to ſex or age, were indiſcriminately 
put to the ſword. In theſe enterpriſes, Ha- 
Zael received but very inconſiderable op- 
poſition from Jehu, who had now degene- 
rated into an impious contempt of the 
ſacred commands of the Almighty. In the 
twenty-ſeventh year of his reign over Iſrael, 
Jehu died; and his remains were buried 
at Samaria. Jehoahaz, the ſon of Jehu, 
ſucceeded to the throne of Iſrael. 

Joaſh, the king of Jeruſalem, formed 
the reſolution of repairing the temple, 
which had ſuffered great injury in the days 


of Jehoram; Athaliah, and their ſons. He 
5 : directed 
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his hundred and thirtieth year; and in 


Iedoiada, 
hand hig 
dect; 
one apoſ. 
12 Chron, 


Nur. 17, 18. 


Ar. IX 4 i 
directed Jehoiada, the high- prieſt, to ſend | 


ſilver in great abundance. 


death of depoſited in the ſepulchre of the kings. 


fon of the deceaſed Jehoiada, exhorted the 


BY FLAVIU 


certain prieſts and Levites to the ſeveral 

arts of his dominions for the purpoſe of 
raiſing a ſupply for. repairing the temple, 
by impoſing a tax upon the people at the 
rate of a filver ſhekel by the head. - Jeho- 
jada being appriſed that the public were 
not in a diſpoſition to apply their money to- 
wards the. propoſed contribution, omitted 
to put the king's: commands in force. In 
the twenty-third year of his ſovereignty, 
Joaſh repeated his order to the high-prieſts 
and the Levites, and cenſured them for their: 
former neglect. Jehoiada ſuggeſted a 
variety of expedients for raiſing the money, 
and at length, the following was adopted, 
as promiſing to be the leaſt burthenſome 
to the people. A cheſt made of wood was 
placed near the altar, and through the cover 
of this repoſitory an aperture. was made, 
for the purpoſe of admitting donations. It 
was recommended to the people, to con- 
tribute towards the intended work, in pro- 
portion to their zeal for the holy religion. 
The public being perfectly fatisfied with 
this mode of collecting the neceſſary ſum, 
they brought contributions of gold and 


The cheſt was opened every day, and 


after the contributions had been counted 


in preſence of the king and regiſtered by 
the clerk of his treaſury, it was again lock- 
ed by the prieſt entruſted with the cuſtody 


of the key. When it was found that ſaf- || 
ficient treaſure was accumulated for begin- 
ning the work, maſons, carpenters and other 


artificers were engaged, and the choiceſt 
timbers and other materials were provided. 


The reparations being compleated a conſi- 


derable overplus of gold and ſilver, remained 
which was expended in chalices, goblets, 
cups, and other holy veſſels and utenſils. 


During the life of Jehoiada, a daily obla-j 


tion of ſacrifices was made. He died in 


conſideration of his ſteady attach ment to 
the houſe of David, and his exemplary 
righteouſneſs and virtue, his remains were 


After the death of Jehoiada, Joaſh and 
the principal people of his dominions de- 
generated into a contempt of the worſhip 


ouſneſs of their guilt, was graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to ſend prophets to expoſtulate with 
them on their abominable apoſtacy: but 
the vengeance denounced againſt them, and 
the fate of their predeceſſors families, up- 
on whom the judgment of Heaven had 
been inflicted, as a puniſhment for the en- 
ormity of their crimes, were not ſufficient 
to effect a reformation. - Zachariah, the 


king and his ſubjects to repentance, as the 


1 


4 
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only means of avoiding the dreadful judg- 


ments that would inevitahly be the conſe- 
quence of perſiſting in theit iniquities. But 


| regardleſs of theſe falutary ud monitions. 


and of the eminent ſetvices rendered by his 

father, Joaſh cauſed Zachariah to be ſton- za banal 
ed to death in the temple. With his dy-'ftoned to 
ing breath he appealed to the Almighty, death, 21 
as his judge and witneſs, that his life was 
made a ſacrifice for having adminiſtered 

good counſel, and for being the ſon of a 

man who had perſevered with unremitting 
zeal in the ſervice of the king,” 

A ſhort time after the death of Zacha- 
riah, Hazael conquered and pillaged the 
city of Gath, and then led his army to- 
wards Jeruſalem. .Terrified by the ap- 
proach of the Syrians, ! Joaſh propoſed a 
compoſition for raifing the ſiege and ſur- 


rendered to Hazael the immenſe" treaſure: 


contained in the holy temple, in conſide- 
ration of his drawing off his troops. Joaſh 


being now ſeized with a violent illneſs,” 


the friends of the deceaſed! Zachariah, a- 
vailing themſelves of that circataſtancey” 
attacked him by ſupriſe, ' and put him to 
death, when he was forty-ſeven” years of 
age. He was buried in Jeruſalem; bur 
his daring crimes had rendered him an ob 
ject of ſuch abhorrence to the public, that 


they denied his body a place in the royal 
ſepulchre. 140 4 SL _ 13 $3301 (145 SUI 
| * 22914 : N 5 | {x1 nn "LE S $4 
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Amaziah ſucceeds Foaſh. Feboabaa imploret 

And obtains the aſſiſtance of God "againſt" 

Hazael. Upon the death of fehoahax;, 
the government. devolues upon bis fon” 
 Foaaſh. Eliſha predifts the deſtruction fr 
zael, his Son Adad ſutcceeds to\the governs" 


* 


7 


OAS H was ſucceeded in the 3388 8 
Jof Judah by his fon Amaziah. When 
Joaſh had reigned one- and- twenty years, 
Jehoahaz, the ſon of Jehu, aſſumed the 
government of Iſrael in Samaria, and ex- 
erciſed the powers thereof for ſeventeen 
years. He was a man of a character very: 


different from his father; for he'ſeemedto : 
of God, who, notwithſtanding the hein- 


regulate his conduct according to the ex 
ample of the moſt wicked of his ariceſtors. 
Hazael king of Syria, not only ſubdued : 
and deſtroyed ſeveral of the cities of Je- 
hoahaz, but alſo committed ſuch carnage - 
in his armies as to reduce the force of that 
monarch to-the inconſiderable number of 
ten thouſand foot, and five hundred horſe. 
It is to be remembered, that Eliſha pre- 
dicted that Hazael would be the author of 


. 


—— 


great calamities to che Iſraelites at the time 


| 


when he informed him, that he would 
a l 9 i put 


= 


THE ANTIGUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


242: Bo 
put his ſovereign to death, and uſurp thej| ener by Foafh. To preſerve his life bs 
government of Syria and Damaſcus. - ' || ſurrenders the city of Feruſalem io the 

Driven to this calamitous exigency, Je-] enemy. His fubjetts conſpire againſt 
hoahaz fervently ſupplicated the Almighty, and put him to death. | 
for deliverance from the power and op- | = #07; & | 
preſſion of Hazael : and God being pleaſed || IN the ſecond year of the reign of Joaſh, 
to accept his prayers, peace and happineſs king of Itrael, Amaziah ſucceeded tg 
were reſtored to his kingdom. Joaſh, the|| the government of the tribe of Judah in 
ſon of Jehoahaz, ſucceeded to the govern -|| Jeruſalem, Jehoadan, a native of Jeruſa- 
ment ot LIſracl and Samaria, in the thirty || lem, was his mother. From his youth he 
ſeventh, year of the reign of his name ſake, || was remarkable for his love of integrity ; 
Joaſh, king of Judah. He reigned fixteen || and the firſt act of his reign was to avenge 
years, and was in all reſpects the reverſe|| the death of his father, whoſe murderers 
of his father, being a man of moſt exem- || were all brought to juſtice ; but he puniſh- 
plary character. At this time Eliſha was d not their children ; following herein the 
very old; and being on his death bed, || ientiments of Moſes, who held it wrong 
Joaſh made him a viſit, wept over him, || to chaſtiſe cnildien for the crimes of their 
and treated him as the father and friend of || parents. Amaziah now enliſted, and ap- 
his country. He ſaid, that while the pro- inted centurions over, ſuch cf the 
phet lived, his prayers' and predictions men of the tribes of Judah and Benjamia, 
would defend the Iſraelites againſt their || ag were about twenty years of age. Having 
enemies, to whoſe mercy they would be || determined to wage war againſt the Ama- 
expoſed after his deceaſe ; and therefore he || lekites, Ede mites, a d Gabilites, he agreed 
ſaid, he would rather die with, than ſur- to pay one hundred talents of filver to the 
( AAo king of the Iſraelites, for twenty thouland 

The prophet was much affected with|| of his forces. When he was ready to 

this generous ſorrow, and ordering a bow || march againſt his enemies, a prophet ad- 

and arrows, bid the king ſhoot. After ||viſed him to diſcharge the Iſraelites, for 
ſhooting three times, he left off, on which || they were an abandoned people, whoſe de- 

the prophet ſaid, if more ſhafts had been || ſtrution would attend that of thoſe who 
diſcharged, he ſhould have over-run the joined with them ; befides, with God's 
whole kingdom of Syria; but as he had help, his own army was ſufficient to deſtroy 

ſhot only thrice, he ſhould gain three vic- [| his enemies. : | 
tories, in which the lands the enemy had || As the king had already paid for his . 
taken from his father ſhould be recovered. forces, he did not approve this advice; ry cm 
Hereupon, the king left Eliſha, who ſoon || but being reſolved to ſubmit to the will XV. 
afterwards died. The prophet was highly || of God, as expreſſed by the prophet, he 
celebrated for the uprightneſs of his cha || diſmiſſed them, ſaying, he would freely 
racter, and the many miracles he wrought || give that as a bounty, which had been re- 

an account of which is ſtill preſerved in || ceived as wages. When theſe troops were 

the records of the Hebrews. He was bu- || diſmiſſed, he advanced with his own forces, 
ried in a moſt magnificent manner, in teſ- || and conquered his enemies, ten thouſand 
timony of the merit of ſo illuſtrious a man. || of whom he killed in one battle, and drove 

A little time afterwards ſome thieves hav- || the other ten thouſand to the extremity of 

ing murdered a traveller, they threw the || a mountain which overlooks Arabia, down 
body into the tomb of the prophet ; but || which they were thrown, and killed; after 

it had no ſooner; touched him, than the || which Amaziah returned with immenſe 
man came to life. Thus his miracles con- || treaſure. In the interim, the twenty thou- 
tinued even. after his death. _ Il ſand diſcharged troops were ſo enraged at 

A dead cara Upon the deceaſe of Hazael, his ſon ||the rejection of their ſervices, that they 

caſe revived Adad ſucceeded by hereditary right to the || invaded the king's dominions, waſted the 

„n government of Syria. According to the || country quite to Bethſemere, killed three 

body, ver. 21. Prediction of Eliſha, he was thrice van- || thouſand of the inhabitants, and drove off 
quiſhed by Joaſh, who by thoſe victories great numbers of cattle. 
recovered all the country that Hazael had This ſucceſs ſo inflated the pride and 
taken from the Iſraelites. Upon the de- | vanity of Amaziah, that, forgettul of all 
ceaſe of Joaſh, his fon Jeroboam 'afſuimned || yeneration to that AlmightyBeing, through 

thefovereignty: I whoſe intervention the victory had been 
T-2corma eee 8 1 gained, he degenerated into the worſhip 
HA Ke: + of the idols of the Amalekites; in conſe. 

: 21 3 5 I ſquence of which, a prophet reproved him 
Ana rial defeats the Amalekites, Iuumbams, for adoring deities, which, ſo far from 
amd Gabiliten. Amaziah becomes an ido- protecting him, were incapable of defend- 


a later. He is vanquiſhed, and made pri- ing theimſelves, but had been carried gere 


1 XI. 


u taked 


with the teſt of the booty to Jeruſalem. [| 
The king commanded him to be ſilent; 
but the prophet added, that his Horrid im- 
piety would be followed by the dreadful 
vengeance of offended Heaven. 
. Regardleſs of this admonition Amaziah 
wrote to Joaſh, king of Iſrael, requiring 
ſuch ſubmiſſion hg him and his people, 
as had been heretofore paid to David and 
Solomon, his anceſtors; threatening that 
the ſword ſhould decide the controverſy; 
in caſe, of refuſal. To this haughty letter 
Joaſh i ſent an anſwer to the OA 


1 


— 


BY FEAVIUS JOSEP HUS. 


| 


N 
1 aziah, Jeroboam, the ſon of Joaſh, aſ- 
cended ** throne of Iſrael; and he reign- kiog. 2 Kings | 
ed forty years, his court being held at vi. 16. 
Samaria, in the palace of his anceſtors. 


A thiſtle chat grew on Mount Loba 
non ſent, on a certain time, to a cyprus - 
tree, growing on the ſame ſpot, ſaying, 

give thy daughter in marriage to my ſon: 
on which a wild beaſt trod the mille to 
the ground. Learn hence to moderate 
your ambition, nor aim at things ſo much 
above you. Be eautious leſt your pride, 
on having conquered the Amelkites, ſhould 
lead you to ſuch actions as 


| hing of 
truction of Nineveh an © the Mei. 


- 


'Pekah, having murdered Petabiab, af.” 
| fumes the government, and it rbb 
Tiglath- Pilefer. In the rein of Fotham, 
Judab, Nahum predidts the def 
1ans 9 


Pire. 


the fifteenth year of the pens of 2 Jeroboum, | 


He ptactiſed idolatrous worſhip, and was 
otherwiſe ſo licentious and proſſigate, that 


che judgments his wickedneſs brought up- 


on the Iſraelites are almoſt innumerable: 


Of Jeroboam, it was predicted by the 


prophet Jonah, that be. "ould: vabquith- 
the Syrians; and, extend his dominions to 
the city of Hamath nen. anddauths: 
erly to the lake of ; Aſphaltitess Which 


places apy! confidered-as the boundaries 
of the land of 


allotment of 513 This prophecy was 


the loſs of your kingdom and life.“ 


| | taken priſoner. 


as may Occaſion | 


Amaziah was now much more enraged 
er: z than before, and Providence leaving him | 
” to the influence of his own paſſions, he 
prepared for battle: the forces were dran | 
up on each fide ;, but the troops of Aama»||| .- 
' * zigh no ſooner ſaw the enemy, than they 
precipitately fled, and left ther king to be 
The enemy refuſed him 
quarter, but on the condition that the 
gates of Jeruſalem ſhould ba throw open 
to them. Neceſſity and the fear of deuth 
prevailed z and a breach of three hundred 
Fits wide, being made in the wall, Joaſh || 


ſo flattering to.the ambitious ſpititof — 


lands abo above mentioned, 


and annexed them 


was veri fed. rio 0; 
„and declare to the peopls,! 


| pair, to Ni 
the city, only. but the / whole whole 


far, 


| 


be. op 5 rayeds.. Bug, dreading>:to! 


deſt 
encou nter he da 


be « expoſed b ke dnermined e is8flifting 
Mike tat 


dt 


to his 5 do ohh vs vein Wherabpotbe, prov! 


hich, it Wag ſizated Gould | 
nger. to whinh he ſhould 


e, determined; to direct ibis 
ber quarter, ge c nt mt 


the ſon of 
of Joaſh made 


aan, according ta the 


boam, that he. ſcized; fim the Syrians tha 


5 gon commanded Jonah to e- The bifory 
of 18 | 


i. 
14 


901 n. 


entered the city in a triumphal chariot, | 


while Amaziah, his priſoner, marched : be- 
fore him. Joath having made prize of 
the gold, ſilver, holy utenſils, and other 
treaſure found in the 
temple, reſtored the king to liberty, and 
retired to Samaria with his booty. 
event happened in the fourteenth year of 


the reign of Amaziah, whoſe: ſubjects en- 


gaging in a conſpiracy againſt him, he fled 
to Lachiſh for refuge, but purſuing him to 
that place, they aſfaſſinated him. His bod 
was conveyed to Jeruſalem, and buries 
there, with the honeurs of royalty. He 


died at the age ol fiſty · one, after a reign of 


palace and the 
This 


y nut, 125 10 Ty 2 


courſe to Bie 

of the Divine; Inge pel { embarked; at 

Tees on board \ yeſ Fe hound for Tarſhiſm 
Dyring t 


iliſia. 11 age, ſo vielem 
a "temp eſt a "aro of that, 1 commander. bf 


the 0 „ the arinęrs, n theo 

lot, eden every e L 5 
fury of the contending Oe = 
part of the e Pk at. prayers, and the 
reſt exerting their git en gavours for the 
ſafety 1 a ve Ty Was obſerved, that 
ſou: K 11 he conti 
h. terror _ 
4 — belly, hie 
head bein ng. , cohce f. Fraps, vie m. The 
tempeſt* at oe dre, it Mus at 
length ſuppoſed, tay, the, * — 


twenty- nine years, 2 his ſon Uzziah, 
the ere to his throne. Ny 


CHAP. 
ory of Jonah... 


«tf 


XI. Mien 


bi 5 —— and is ſucceeded by 
| tham. Shallum fills Zachariah. " $ 
lum Hain, by Manabom, who after rei 


ing zen years, 1s fucceeded oy Pekahinh.: 


C3 DL 


haf ſhould be caſt for. 


| l 1 nd * 
e _| ic 8 


: 
The 52 
Zacbariab. Uzziah j 14 55 


which the Whole CIew Was threatened Was 
the conſec quence of 495 güilt of ſome per- 
ſon on bara , ; And was, agreed, that lots 


FH u who 1 WAS the 
The lot falling upon Jonab, 
enquiry was made, as to who and what he 
ee ww? he laid, he was an He- 


brew and of God; at the ſame 
| nt lng ag hat his preſenct had 
l occaſoned the Norm, and recommending 


6 
pa „ 
— 


them 5 throw 22 overboard, as the only 
3 a . 


60 


5 


means 
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means of ſaving the. ſhip, and preſerving * they were experienced in the art 
their own lives. They at firſt conſidered, of wat, and οmmatided by to thouſandt! 
that it would be an act of great inhumani- || officers... He had battering! engines, and 
ty, thus to devote to certain deſtruction a others for diſcharging darts and ſtones, 
ſtranger, who had put himſelf under their together with grappling hooks, and vari- 
care and protection; but, at length, his || ous ather implements of War. p4is' proſ- 
arguments combining with their fears and || perity; power, and grandeuri oo upied bis | 
the neceſſity of the caſe, the ſhip then ap- whole attention; ſo that for the trankitory) 
pearing to be on the point of ſinking, they ſplendour of this hife, he became whollyß 0 
caſt Jonah into the ſea; at Which inſtant, f| regardleſs: of the We e N of As 
the tempeſt ſubſided. The hiſtory ot this | eternieg. Oo 
prophet, Which is recorded in Scripture, On of a Biene feſtival, Ues Vai, 
further relates) that he was ſwallowed by || ziaby cidithed himſelf in a ſacerdoral habit, Er, the 
a Whale, which, three days afterwards, and repaired to the temple, for the pUepoſe? G 
caſt him up alive; aid I upon the? ofeffcring: up4incerte upon the golden al- . 16, 
coaſt of the Euxine ſea Jonah having tara αhereupan, Azariah, the high. prieſt, 
ſupplieated and gbrathed pardon ' for!” 1 ta and ifourſcore other perſons of the holy ay 
diſobedience to the command of God, der | protetted; againſt: his! arrogating 
proceeded to Nineveh, Where he f6ictold nimſelfia priuilege to which thes priefts of 
the approaching diſſolution ef the anpife the race of Aaron were intitled, to the ex- 
of Aſia, and then dep arted. dluſion of alli other men- Ruriaht ad- 
Jeroboam beigned e forty! moniſhed him no longer toi provoks the 
years, and he Was hu in Jeroſalem, wrath ot Gd, by perſiſting in his abomi- 
bein ↄſucgeeded by his ch Zicheriak. [nakile prophanity; theking commanded him 
Amaziah -was ſuecesdet äh the governinerit|| to depart.with ther perjons "accompanying! 
of i the two tribes at Jeruſalem by Uazziah, him on pain of being put tb death; at which 
in the foarteenth' year of the reign of Jero- inſtant the temple. was ſhook by a terrible 
boa. Hchiahꝗy a Hative of Jeruſa lem, was | catthquaRte, and the roof of the building 
the mother of 'Uz#ziah; Who 'w 5 — opening, a ſun- beam entered by the aper- 
vient, canine allänt, and jun; pri ture, ant frruck the fſacrilegious prince, 
4.1. fought againſt the "Philifttns, Ard) | who immediately became a leper. The He bens 
edethe walls of Gathan@'Faqinia, ald edit above was ſucceeded by another miracle. 9 
_ quieres ſeweraf places by aſſault. "He was || Not far to the welt of the city; at a place 
— act bp eſto? ah "the Ara- || called: Eroge, the ſame earthquake divided 
bians/! en the confihes e £ AJ yo and a mountain in the middle, and part of it 
in thefneigkbonrheod of the Red Ska he rolling half a mile, ſtopped on the caſt fide 
5 built a towns in which he eſtabliſhed aof an oppoſite mountain, cloſed ''up the 
Uzziah makes ent He ſubdued the Ach monites, highway, and covered! the royal gardens 
Philifiines ' fubjugating: to his power all; their country, with the fragments into which it ſeparated. 
andArabians; al fling Egypt, 5555 lay ing ths in nhabitants Theikinp being a leper; the prieſts adviſed 
9 onder contributiog- Ile 5 the Walls him to depart the city, as one unfit for ſocie- 
to contributi- of Jeruſalem, w ch had gone to decay, ty; and his ſpirit was ſo broken by his ill- 
en, and. 7e- throfph the neglect of former overnors, || neſs, that he complied. His ſon Jotham af- 
| walls of je- _ 50 red the breach made 790 the tri- || ſumed the government, and the king having 
— Rant *<ftry of the king Hracl, when languiſhed awhile in retirement, died, and 
9 Ahn — rifoner, to hin. Beſic s was buried an his gardens, in a tomb erect- 
other towers of be, onfideration, ll ed to his tnemory,” He' reigned near fifty- 
| built dhe of an hundred ahd fifty cub bits. two years, And was near ai years 
in Height rake Cates and forts for job ages. GILL 14 4 
the:pforeSion of His ny. He lite About this time, Shallum, ſon of Jabeſh, 
wile ion © ax WT OR and, 4 domeſtic: of Zachariah, king. of the If- 
baſons, for fupßlyi ng'\ 120 r< his Fattle, raelites, murdered his maſter, before he 
of which he had immenſe numbers, the had raigned ſeven months, -and-affame? the 
country being . adapfed ar pak. government :|but news hereof reaching Me- 
turage; and he gave great encouragement nahem, who commanded an army at Thapfa 
| to gardening afl Rufbangt His military the 8 to Samaria, when Shallum 
force ο¹ðſiſted of ey Bandit at 1 had governed only thirty davs, routed him 


— 
. —— 


Wop - 


ventyethoufand men, provided wich 725 in battle, put him to the ſword, and ap- 
n eorlelets 0 f braſs, add lings and, | 3 to himſelf the £1240 of —_— 
141 ES , Ui C7 4 4-4 | ie 5 8 2 
| T0 _ 2970 3 4 55 
FERT is 1 opini MY nec bene chene inches; wette an hundted and fifty uſt 
takenas tb the place, w EY 19 AYR) amount to upwards of an hundred and . eigh Two 
0 the whale! See isHieron.* opt: 3 ap Englich fett ; or about threoſcore yards” an 
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Menahem returned with his army to 


Thapfa: but łhe citizens refuſing himadmit- 


tance, he ravaged the adjacent country, 
and barbarouſly cauſed. all the men, wo- 
men, and children, to he deſtroyed. He 


© reigned ten years over Iſrael. . Soon after 
the above maſſacre, Pul, king of the Aſ- 
| ſyrians, threatened to invade the domini- 


ons of Menaham, who effected a compro- 


-miſe by paying the other a thouſand ta- 


lents* of filver, which he raiſed by im- 
ofing a tax of fifty ſhekels upon each of 
is. ſubjects. He died ſoon afterwards, 

and was buried at Samaria, being ſucceed- 

ed in the government by his ſon Pekahiah, 


whoſe tyrannical and barbarous diſpoſiti- | 
on equalled that of his father. After reign- | 
ing two years, Pekahiah was murder- 

ed at a public feaſt by Pekah, the ſon of | 
Ramaliah, who reigned about twenty || 


years, and died with a character equally 
diſtinguiſhed by his impiety to God, and 


his want of common juſtice to bis fellow- | 
creatures. | | 


- Tiglath-Pileſer, king of Alſyria, made 


incurſions againſt the Iſraelites during the 


reignof Pekah, and conquered the land of 
Gilead, the country beynd Jordan, and the 
adjacent part of Galilee, with Aſſora, and 
Cydida,making captives of the inhabitants, 
whom he conveyed to his own country. 
The tribe of Judah, in Jeruſalem, was 


now governed by Jotham, the ſon of Uz- 


ziah by Jeruſhah, a native of the city. 
This prince was diſtinguiſhed for his piety, 
juſtice,” and public ſpirit. He rectified all 


abuſes, and eſtabliſhed good order and re- 


gularity in the ſeveral departments of the 
ſtate. The galleries and porches of the 


temple were repaired by him, and the city 


walls prevented from going to decay, He 
built large and ſtrong towers; ſubjected 
the Ammonites to the payment of one 
hundred talents,* and thirty thouſand cho- 
mersF of wheat and barley annually. . He 


raiſed his kingdom to a ſtate of great ſplen- 


dour ; and while his people were dreaded. 


abroad, they were happy at home. 


t pro- 
t Nabum 
Feels the 


Wiction of 


The prophet Nahum, who. lived in this 
king's reign, predicted the deſtruction of 
Nineveb, and the Aſſyrian empire, in words 


dach an to this purpoſe: Nineveh ſhall reſemble 


Adrian 
pe, Na 
1. 8, 


a fiſh-pool, the waters of which are agi- 
tated by a violent wind. The ſtorm ſhall 
occaſion the people to fly, and cry. one to 
another, take with you your gold and ſil- 
ver; but this will be diſregarded, as life 
ſhall be held more valuable than riches. 
Factions ſhall prevail among them; and 


—— — uu 
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the fortifications of the place exceedingly 


while bewailing their deplorable eircams,_ 
ſtances, their knees ſhall tremble. under 
them, and their countenances ſhall ex-, 
preſs hotror and deſpair. . They hall aff | 
what will become of the habitations of the 


| lions, and the dams of the whelps of the 


lions. And the Lord ſhall, reply, that Ni- 
neveh, ſhall be exterminated from the . 
face of the earth, when the devaſtations 6! . 
the wild beaſts ſhe has fent into the world © 
ſhall ceaſe.” At the end of an hundred and 
fifteen years, the aboye prophecy Was 
verifled. 3 eee ee Thee: 
ne 1 

8 ORE Ay; 1. * ee 

The death of Yothaiti, dc is ſucceeded b 
his ſon Abas: Rezin, king of Damaſcus, - 
and Pekah, king of the Ijrazlites, befaege _ 


5 Feruſalem, 


OTHAM dying in the forty=firſt- yedt! fotharh is 
of his age, and the fixteenth of his 1 
reign, his ſon Ahaz aſſumed the ſovereign- e 98 
2 He built altars in Jeruſalem, and on xvii. 8, 9. 
them offered ſacrifices to idols. After n 


cuſtom of the Canaanites, he ſacrificed his and a bloody 


infamouſly diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the © 

commiſſion of crimes more atrocious even 

than thoſe of the worſt of his predeceſſors. : 
Rezin, King of Damaſcus, and Pekah, A battle be- 

king of the Iſraelites, united their armies, cen the 


| : | d Iſrael, 
veral times repulſed them: and finding 3 — 


|» Levi, 5 
ſtrong, they at length abandoned their 
projected enterpriſe. In the mean time, 

the king of Syria took poſſeſſion of the city 


|of Elath, near the Red Sea, and having 


put the inhabitants to the ſword, eſtabliſh- 

ed a colony of his own ſubjects in that 
town, He alſo gained poſſeſſion of ſeve- 

ral caſtles and other places of ſtrength; 
and having committed great ſlaughter up- 
on the Hebrews, returned to Damaſcus. 
After the departure of the Syrians, the 
king of Jeruſalem marched his army againſt 
the king of Iſrael, but his abominable 


| crimes had ſo highly provoked the diſ lea 


ſure of the Almighty, that he was defeat- 
ed with a loſs of a hundred and twenty : 
thouſand men, including Amiah, the ſon 
of Ahaz, who was ſlain by Zachariah, the 
general of the Iſraclites, who alſo killed 


| Azica, eaptain of the guards, and made 


priſoner of Elkanah, general of the He- 
brew forces. Having taken a great num 
ber of captives of the Benjamites, and ob- 
tained a great booty, the victorious army 
— in triumph to Samaria. 5 


— — 


A thouſand talents weighed one hundred, four- 
teen thouſand, and fixty two pounds, fix ounces; 
and their value in filver amounted to three hundred N 
and forty two thouſand, one hundred and eighty 
leren pounds, ten ſhillings Engliſh money. 
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e ia - * — 
| + Achomer contained about ſix hundred and five 
Engliſh pints; thirty thouſand chomess therefore 


muſt amount to eighteen millions, one hundred and 
fifty thovfand Engliſh pints. * N | 


Upon 
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own ſon, as a burnt- offering. This prince Prince, v.—— 


and laid ſiege to Jeruſalem; but Aha ſe- 3 = 


r Ly a of a n — r _— = FBS = 
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Abas gains HAZ now diſpatched the e 
4 — ox to Tiglath-Pileſer, king of the 


him, by vaſt Aſſyrians, with magnificent preſents, they 


promi 
preſents, 


z Kings xvi. ſiderable ſums of money, on condition of 


77 8. 


they were not to underſtand their late ſuc- 
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Upon the approach of the conquerors, a | 
Prophet named Obel“ went out of Sama- 
ria, and with a loud voice, told them || 


ceſs as the conſequence of their own 
courage and virtue, but to conſider it as 
an inſtance of the diſpleaſure of Heaven | 
againſt Ahaz, He rebuked them for mak- 
ing priſoners of their brethren, recom- 
mending that they might be immediate)y 
reſtored to freedom, adding that by refufing 
to comply with his advice, they would 
expoſe themſelves to the vengeance of the 
Almighty. In conſequence of the pro- 
phet's Admonition, the Iſraelites ſummon- 
ed a council, in which Berachiah, a man 
of great influence and authority in the 
aſſembly, and three others, proteſted a- 
gainſt admitting the priſoners into the 
town, leſt the judgment of Heaven ſhould 
fall upon the conquerors. Hereupon it was 
agreed, that the captives ſhould be reſtored 
to liberty, and to the poſſeſſion of the 
property of which they had been deſpoiled. 
Berachiah releaſed the priſoners from their 
bonds, and having provided them with al] 
neceſſaries for their journey, accompanied 
them beyond Jericho, and then returned to 
Samaria. | 


CH A p. in. 


Tiglath-Pileſer and Ahaz invade and ra- 


vage Syria. Rezin, king of Damaſcus, | 

Eilled, and that city taken. Aba dies, 
and is ſucceeded by Hezektah, Having 
flain Pekah, Hoſea takes poſſeſſion of the 
government. Hoſea ſubdued by Salman- 
azer. Hezekiah re-eſtabliſhes the worſhip 
of God, and conquers the Philiſiines. 


beiag authoriſed to promiſe him very con- 


his joining the king of Jeruſalem in op- 
poſing the Iſraelites and the people of 
Damaſcus and Syria. 'T his prince imme- 
diately marched to the aſſiſtance of Ahaz, 
and the combined forces ravaged the whole 
country of Syria, ſubdued Damaſcus, and 
-put king Rezin to the ſword. The in- 
| habitants of Damaſcus Tiglath-Pileſer ſent 
to Up 
his own ſubjects. The land of the Iſraelites 
was ina great meaſure depopulated, and 
immenſe numbers of 


temple, together with the rich preſents, 


try was equal to him; but he deſpiſed the 


| this period, by the treachery of Hoſea, ar.,, * 


men. Being attacked by Salmanazer, king 


| following purport: “It is unneceſſary for 


per Media, and filled the place with 


priſoners taken. 
This being done, Ahaz ſeized the gold and 
filver in the royal treaſury, and in the 
the king diſpatched meſſengers throughout 


OF THE JEWS, t[Boux ! 
and carried the whole to Damaſcus, where 
he delivered it to the king of Aﬀyria, in 
gratitude for his aſſiſtance, and returned 
to Jeruſalem. 

Ahaz was ſo deſtitute of all ſenſe of 
religion, that he worſhipped the gods of 
the Syrians, in the hope ot their favouring 
his arms ; on the contrary, when he had 
been overcome, he paid adoration to the 
Aff; rian's gods; ſo that any kind of idola- 


worſhip of the true God, accordivg to the 
religion of his forefathers, which brought 
on him the vengeance of Heaven. Hay. 
ing robbed the temple of all its moſt valu- 
able effects, he ordered the doors to be 
kept faſt, to prevent others offering up 
their devotions there. After a continued 
courſe of impiety, he died in the ſixteenth AY 
year of his reign, aged thirty-ſix years and rigor, 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Hezekiah. At nee 
favourite at court, Peka!!, king of Iſrael, 
was dep:ived of his government and life, 
Hoſea continuing nine years in poſſeſſion of, 

his uſurped authority. His life and con- — 
duct proved that he believed not in God, : Cm. 
and was one of the moſt abandoned ot 


of the Aſſyrians, he was Tonquered, and 
obliged to become tributary, being reject. 
ed by that God whom he had deſpiſed. 
Hezekiah became king of Jeruſalem in 
the fourthÞ year of Hoſea's reign. He was 
was a prince of ſuperior abilities, and cele- 
brated for his regard to equity and piety. 
On his firſt advancement to the throne, he 
determined to adjuſt the great buſineſs of 
religion ; and thereupon ſummoning his 
prieſts and Levites he addreſſed them to the 


me to remind you of the misfortunes con- 
ſequent on my father's ſius, in your re- 
fuſing the worſhip due to God, and unit- 
ing with him in the adoration of his idols: 
but as experience hath now taught you 
how dreadful a thing it is to trifle with 
Heaven, I recommend that all paſt failings 
may be buried in oblivion; that you, and the 
prieſts, and the Levites, cleanſe yourſelves 
from former pollu tions; then opening the 54, ung 
doors of the holy place, purify it by ſacri- ſummons wv Wl 
fices and conſecrations ; on which you may d 
hope for future proſperity as well as preſent «© the f 
pardon.” The royal advice was ſo accept- of 8 
able, that the prieſts immediately repaired , Cho 
to the temple, which they ſtripped of its x. 5 '* 
impurities, prepared their holy veſſels, and 
placed facrifices on the altar, agreeable to 
the cuſtom of the Jews. In the interim, 
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reign in the third year of Hoſea, Sce 2 Kings, 


+ The Scripture ſays, that he commenced his 


XVIII. 1. : 
8 his 


is XIV.] 


his terfitories, to demand "the attendance 
of the people at the feaſt of the unleavetied 
bread, which, through the impiety of for- 
mer kings, had been long neglected. 
The meflengers alſo warned the Tfraelites 
to abſtain from all ſuperſtitious worſhip, 
and return to that of the God of Truth; 
romifing, in the King's name, that they 
ſhould be equally free as his own people 
to paſs to and from this feaſt. The Iſrael- 
ites, however, treated the meſſengers with 
contempt, and inſulted the prophets, who 
recommended a return to their duty, and 
told them what miſery would reſult from 
their diſobedience : nay, they even ſeized 


and put to death ſeveral of the prophets, 


and proceeded from one impiety to another 


till the vengeance of God yielded them a 


prey-to their enemies, as will be hereafter 
ſeen. Of the tribes of Zebulon, Manaſſeh 
and Iſſachar, however, multitudes attend- 
ed to the words of the prophets, and re- 
paired to Hezckiah, at Jeruſalem, to offer 
up.their devotions. Yi a 
The people being aflemþled, the king, 
accompanied by the princes and people, 
proceeced to the temple, where Hezekiah 
offered in ſacrifice of bulls, rams, and goats, 
{even cach, on his own account. Havin 
firſt placed his hands on the heads of the 
beaſts, the prieſt cut their throats, and then 
burnt without dividing them ; while the 
| Levites made a circle, and ſang divine 
hymns to muſical inſtruments, the other 
prieſts forming the chorus. This ended, 
both king and people worſhipped God with 
their faces bowed to the ground. Ex- 
cluſive hereof, the king ſacrificed ſeventy 
bullocks, a hundred rams, and two hundred 
lambs; and likewiſe gave, as a feaſt for 
the multitude, fix hundred bullocks, and 
three thouſand other cattle. The prieſts 
having ended their ceremonies, | the king 
and people feaſted together, and joined in 
the praiſe of God. 5 5 45 
Now approached the feaſt of unleavened 
bread, and during the preparations for it, 
ſacrifices were made for ſeven days, and 
Hezekiah gave the multitude two thou- 
ſand bulls, and ſeven thouſand cattle of 
various kinds. The king's example was 
followed by the princes, who gave a thou- 
ſand bulls, and a thouſand and forty other 
beaſts ; ſo that fo ſumptuous a treat, had 
not been known ſince the days of Solomon. 
This feſtival being over, and the city 
of Jeruſalem purged from the abomina- 
tions of idolatrous worſhip, a general pu- 
rincation took place through the whole 
country. Hezekiah ordered daily facrifices 
to be provided out of his own ſtores; and 
directed the people to preſent tenths and 
lirſt-fruits to the prieſts and Levites. 
Having reſtored the kingdom to its 


{ 
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: The king 
over-runs the 
country of 
the Philiſ- 
tines. 2 King: 


xvill; 8. 


(former fitustion, Hereliah made wat a- 
painft the Plifliſtines, whole country he 
dvet ran, annexing all theit eities from 
Gath to Gaza to We own dominjons. In 
the mean time, the king of Aſſytia de- 
manded of HezeKkiah a tribute, which had 
been formerly paid by his father, threat- 
ening an itivafion, in cafe of his refuſal; 
but relyitig on the protection af Heaven,; 
and that the pröphet TIC bund wiel 
inform him of whatever events futurity 
had in reſerve, he difregarded.the terraces 
of the Aſſyrian. 75 


2 H A P. XIV. 


Sal manager conquers Samaria, tuker Hoſea 
priſoner, and tranſplants the mer int 


Media and P 75 a. A colony & Chuthites 
 eftabliſhed in the kingdom of Iſrael, 


T YAVING received intelligence that the 
1 1 kings of Urael and Egypt bad en- by aftault, in 
tered into a confederacy againſt him, Sal- the ninth 
manazer. marched a powerful army againſt yearof Hoſea, 
Samaria, which after having reliſted his ner, 1 
aſſaults for upwards of two years, at the __ 
length ſurrendered, in the ninth year of 1 Kg til 
the reign of Hoſea, king of Iſrael, and z, 6, and 
the ſeventh of that of Hezekiah, king of wü, $ 1% 
Jeruſalem. This conqueſt proved wholly 
deſtructive of the kingdom of Iſrael, Ho- 
ſea being made priſoner, and his ſubjects 
being tranſplanted to Media in Perſia, and 
replaced by people who Salamanazer cauſed 
to remove from the borders of Chuthah, a 
river in Perſia, for the purpoſe of ſettling 
in the land of Samaria, This expulſion of 
the ten tribes from the land of their inherit; 
ance took place about nine hundred and 
forty-ſeven years from the departure of 

their anceſtors from Egypt, eight hundred 

from the days of Joſhua, and two hundred 

and forty years, ſeven months, and ſeven 
days from the revolt from Rehoboam, the 
grandſon of David, to Jereboam. 

Salamanazer triumphed over and ravaged 
Syria and Phcenicia: - In his hiſtory of the 
Tyrians, Menander ſpeaks of this prince 

in the following manner: “ Elulzus 

reigned thirty-ſix years, and the Gittzans 

revolting againſt him, he diſpatched a fleet 

to reduce them to obedience, which ſer- 
vice was performed, The king of the 

Aſſyrians likewiſe marched an army againſt 
him, and penetrated into Phœnicia, but 
upon a peace being concluded, he drew 
off his troops. Not long after this, the 
cities of Sidon, Acre, Palæ-Tyrus, and 
many other places, abandoned their coun- 
trymen, and ſubmitted to the kin 


Salmanazer 
takes Samaria 


| 
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Aſſyria, who ſent a fleet of ſixty fail againſt 
the reſt of the Tyrians, as the only people 
that ſubmitted not to his authority. This 
fleet was conducted by the Phœnicians, 
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and 
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and had eight hundred rowers; but 2 meſſengers to the king of Af. 
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only twelve veſſels, the Tyrians attacked 


them, threw them all into confuſion, and 
made captives of five hundred of the row- 
ers; a victory which elevated their naval 
{kill to the higheſt degree of reputation. 
Thus vanquiſhed, the king of Aſſyria re. 
turned, and poſted guards on the banks o 
the river, to prevent the Tyrians getting 
water: for which they were diſtreſſed nea; 
five years, during which they had none 
but what they procured by the digging of 
Its. 
i The people newly eſtabliſhed in Samaria 
were called Chuthites, from the river Chu- 
thah in Perſia, whence they were brought 
by Salmanazar. They conſiſted of five 
nations, each of which worſhipped its par- 
ticular deity. For their idolatrous practices, 
Thechuthites the wrath of Heaven fell upon and threat- 


fied with ened them with deſtruction. Being viſit- 
ee cd with a plague, which made dreadtul ha 


2 Kings,xvii. vock among them, they. were adviſed W 
257 the o1:clc to pay adoration to the true God, 


point out 


ſyria, entreating him that ſome of the 
prieſts, who had been made priſoners with 
the Iſraelites, might be ſent to them. This 
was complied with; and on the activa] of 
the prietts, the Chuthites deſired them to 
read the law of Moles, which they did, and 
likewiſe expounded it, ſhewing the reaſon- 
ableneſs of the worſhip : whereupon the 
Chuthites began the ſtudy and practice of 
the true religion, and the plague ceaſed in 
a ſhort time. The Hebrews ſtill call 
theſe people Chutnites, but among the 
Greeks, they bear the name of Samaritans 

They are a people ot a changeable diſpoſiti- 
on, accommodating themſelves to exiſtin 

circumſtances and occaſions, as their intereſt 
When the Jews are in a pro- 
ſperous ſituation, they claim kindred to 
ihem, as being of the lineage of Joſeph : 
but on the cuiitrary, when our people are 
oppreſſed with misfortunes, they alledge 

that thy came from a diſtant country, 
having no connections with us, nor inte- 


as the only means of relief, Hereupon they 
"ol 


[reſts in our affairs. 6 


THE 
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CHAT TEL 


Sennacherih beheges Feruſalem. In conſideration of receiving a ſum of money, he agrees to 
draw off his forces, but violates his treaty. Deputing Rabſhaketh to purſue the ſiege of 
Feruſalem, Sennacherib marcbes againſt the Egyptians and Ethiopians, Hezehiah ts 
1mſormed by the prophet that he ſhall receive the protection and afjiſtance of Heaven. 


ge the fourteenth year of He- || in confidence of the enemy's departure, ac- 
zekiah, king of the two tribes || cording to his oath. The Aſſyrian took 
> Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, the money, but broke his word; for 
wacher 75 ? marched againſt him with a || he marched himſclf with his troops againſt 
_ powerful army; and having the. Egyptians and Ethiopians, leaving 
1E taken all the cities of Judah || Rabſhaketh, his lieutenant-general, with 
ni. iz. and Benjamin by aſſault, he was ready to Tharata and Anacharis, as colleagues with 
advance towards Jeruſalem, when an em- him, to carry on the war againſt Jeruſalem, 
baſſy came to him with an offer of ſub- They pitched their camp within fight of 
miſſion to his power, and of paying him the walls of the town ; and by a meſſenger 
tribute. Sennacherib gave the ambaſſadors || demanded a parley with Hezekiah, who 
audience, and reſolved immediately to de- || deeming it imprudent to truſt his perſon 
fiſt from the war, and to treat upon the in the power of an enemy who had ſo re:. 
king's terms, promiſing with the ſolemni- || cently committed an act of treachery, di- by 
ty of an oath, that upon the receipt of * || reed Eliakim, his deputy governor, and 
three hundred talents of ſilver, and Þ thirty || Shebnah and Joah, the keepers of the re- 
of gold, he would depart. Hezekiah, || cords, to repair to the Aſſyrian camp. In 
upon this aſſurance, ſent him the money, || a peremptory tone, Rabſhaketh bad the 
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* Three hundred talents weighed thirty four] + Thirty talents weighed three thouſand four 
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thouſand, two hundred and eighteen pounds, nine || hundred and twenty one pounds, ten ounces, and 
ounces, and their v-lue in filver amounted to-one || ten penny weights, and their value in gold amounted 
hundred and two thouſand and fifty-ſix pounds, five || to one hundred and fixty-four thouſand, two hun- 

3 dred and fifty pounds Engliſh money. 
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thillngs, ; 


meſ- 
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proves an exceſs of folly. 
mauſt be the conſequence of perlevering in 


of the prieſts to the prophet Iſaiah, for the 
purpoſe of requeſting him to implore the 


Iſaiah ſore- 

tels that the 
enemy ſhall 
depart. 

2 Kings xix. 
6, 7. 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


meſſengers enquire of their maſter, on what 
reaſon he had preſumed to refuſe the army 
admiſſion into the city, and acknowledge 
ſubmiſſion to the great and powerful Sen- 
nacherib ; adding, that if Hezekiah hoped 
for aſſiſtance from Egypt, he would be 
miſerably deceived ; and in that caſe he 
would be truſting to a broken recd, which 
would wound the hand that preſſed it. 


He told the meſſengers to inform their 


maſter, that the preſent expedition was 
undertaken by the direction of the Alnughty 
who had already given Sennacherib, a com- 
pleat victory over the Iſraelites, and would 
unqueſtionably render him ſucceſsful in 
the war againſt Jeruſalem. Rabſhaketh 
ſpoke in Hebrew, a language in which 
he was well ſkilled : but Eliakim, fearing 
the effect of his diſcourſe in a tongue that 
was generally underſtood, requeſted him 
to proceed in the Syraic. Apprized of 
the motive for which a change of lan- 
guage was recommended, he exalted his 
voice, and continued his harangue in the 
Hebrew, ſaying, ** It is neceſſary that your 
people ſhould clearly underſtand the com- 
mands of my maſter. I am aware that 
your deſign is to amuſe your countrymen 
with the vain hope of gaining a victory 
over our army. If you have courage to 
hazard an encounter, I will ſupply you 
with two thouſand horſes :—but you - are 
conſcious of your inability to provide them 
riders. Being thus reduced, to deliberate 
Inevitable ruin 


— 


| 


yeur oppolition ; for the weak muſt of 
neceſſity ſubmit to the powerful.” 

Upon being informed of the purport of 
Rabſhaketh's diſcourſe, Hezekiah cloath- 
ed hiraſelt. in tackcloth, and proftrating 
himſelf on the ground, fervently ſuppli- 
cated the aſſiſtance and protection of 
Heaven. He commiſſioned a number of 
his particular friends to accompany ſome 


Divine affiflance for humbling the pride 
and reducing the power of the enemy. 
The compliance of Ifaiah was, without 
difficulty obtained, and he was authoriſed 
by the oracle to declare, that, without 
proceeding to a. battle, the enemy ſhould 
be compelled to make a diſgraceful re- 
treat, with the lots of a conſiderable part 
of the army ; that Sennacherib ſhould not 
ſucceed in his expedition againſt the Egyp- 
tians, and that on his return to his own 
dominions, he ſhall die by the hands ot 
his ſons. | 


Sennacherib now difpatched a letter | | New 
E vaſt mortality in the camp before Feruſa- 
reſiſtance againſt the power of a prince || 
| 


to H<zekiah; repreſenting that to attempt 


| [eflions.” 


other material preparation for making the 


4 
n 
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who had ſubjugated ſo many warlike na- 
tions, would be a dangerovs expedient, 
and threatening to put the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, without diſtinction of age or 
ſex, to the ſword, if the gates of the city 
were not thrown open to his army. Re- 
poſing the moſt abſolute confidence in the 
veracity of Iſaiah's prediction, Hezekiah 
paid no regard to Sennacherib's arrogant 
and inſulting letter, which he folded up, 
and laid in the t- mple. He continued to 
offer up, ſupplications in favour of the 
people, till the return of Haiah, who re- 
ported to him the following anſwer : 
That his petition having prevailed, no 
injury was to be apprehended from the 
enemy ; and that the period was approach. 
ing, when the people would be reſtored 
to the peaceful enjoyment of their poſ- 


Sennacherib employed a confiderable 
portion of time in laying ſiege to the city 
of Peluftum : but when he had raiſed his 
platforms nearly to a level with the tops 
of the walls, and had compleated every 


aſſault, he received intelligence that Tirha- 
kah, king of Ethiopia, with a formidable 
reinforcement, was marching to the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Egyptians, and that he had 
directed his courſe through the deſart, in 
order to attack the Aſſyrian army by ſur- 
priſe. Alarmed by this information, the 
Aſſyrian abandoned a farther proſecution, -. , 
of the ſiege, and returned to his dominions _— 
after the ſoveral enterprizes which he had ay, 0 
meditated had proved abortive. This war!“ 
by Sennacherib againſt the king of Egypt, 
is called by Herodotus, the war againſt the 
prieſt of Vulcan; the Egyptain king being 

a prieſt of that idol. This hiſtorian ſays, 
Sennacherib raiſed the ſiege of Peluſium 
on the following occaſion: the king of 
Egypt ſupplicated the aſſiſtance of his God, 
which being granted, it proved fatal to the 
Arabian.” He has been guily of an error 
in writing Arabian inſtead of Aſſyrian. He 
adds that, Immenſe ſwarms ot rats came , ;,,,,,, 
into the camp, and in one night deſtroyed of ras, 
all the bow-ſtrings, and rendered uſeleſs a 
great part of the other implements of war; 

in contequence of which Sennacherib drew 

off his forces from the town.” Beroſus, an 
hiſtorian ot Chaldee, ſays, * Sennacherib, 
king of the Aſſyrians, waged war againſt 

all Aſia and Egypt.” He writes to the pre- 

cile meaning of what is contained in the 
following chapter. 


lem. Afterhbis return to Nineveh, Sen- 


nacheris 
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nacberib is murdered by bis fans. 


WAP. IV. 2 $ 1 
what evidence he required, the king faid; 

that the moving of the ſhadow on his dial 

ten degrees backwards would yield him 

perfect ſatisfaction. Hereupon the pro- 

phet immediately wrought the miracle, 
whereby the king's doubts were removed, 

and being in a ſhort time reſtored to per- 

fect health, he repaired to the temple; and 

deyoutly worſhipped the Lord. 

About this time, the Medes effect a diſ- An 'smbaſly 
ſolution of the Aſſyrian empire, of which from my king 
event we ſhall ſpeak more at large here- Hezekiah, * 
after, Balad, king of Babylon, having ver. 13. 
diſpatched ambaſſadors 1 with the 
delivery of rich preſents to Hezekiah, and 
alſo with a commiſſion to propoſe a treaty 
[| of alliance, they experienced a very graci- 
by meleck and Selennar, in the temple of || ous reception, and after they had been 
ſhewn the royal armoury and the immenſe 
treaſures which the king poſſeſſed in gold 
and ſilver, they were diſmiſſed with gifts 
W-; of their dominions, whereupon they fled 1 high value for their ſovereign. Upon 


| Eturning from the Egyptian war, 

Sennacherib found, that in the 
courſe of the night ſubſequent to the com- 
mencement of the ſiege againſt Jeruſalem, 
4 judicial peſtilence had made terrible de- 
vaſtation in his army, the general officers, 
tribunes, and private ſoldiers who periſhed 
on that occaſion amounting to one hun- 
dred and eighty- five thouſand men. Con- 
ſidering this mortality as the effect of the 
diſpleaſure of Heaven, and fearing the reſt 
of his army might experience a ſimilar fate, 
he proceeded by forced marches to Nine- 
veh, where he was ſometime aſterwards 


Ifaiah making enquiry relating to the 
ſtrangers, the king informed him, that they 
| were ambaſladors from the king of Baby- 
lon, to whom he had ſhewn the treaſures 
of his palace, by way of enabling them to 
make a report to their maſter of his great 
power and opulence, Upon this; the pro- 
phet ſaid, I am commiſſioned to of th Iſaiah foretele 


CHAP, mn 


At the Interceſſion of Hezekiah, the Al. 
mighty prolongs his life. Hezekiah and 
Balad, king of Babylon, contract a league 


of amity. IJſaiab predicts the captivity of 
the Ijraelites in Babylon, and the miſeries 
to befal Hezekiah and his poſterity. The 
death of Hezekiah. 


i gratitude for his deliverance from the 
power of his enemies by the interven- 
tion of divine providence, Hezekiah hum- 
bled himſelf in prayer and thankſgiving 
before God, While employed in this 
righteous avocation, he was afflicted with 
ſo grievous a ſickneſs, that his phyſicians 
deſpaired of his recovery. Being reduced 
to this extremity, he ſupplicated the Al- 
mighty to prolong his days, till he ſhould 
become the father of a ſon who might ſuc- 
ceed him in the ſovereignty. In confider- 
ation that having no iſſue to ſucceed him, 
proved the ſource of greater affliction to the 
king, than the circumſtance of being de- 
prived of the grandeur and other advantages 


of royalty, God accepted his prayers, and 


directed the prophet to aſſure him, that his 
afflictions ſhou}d ſubſide in three days; 
that his life ſhould be protracted for fif- 


teen years; and that he ſhould become the 


father of a ſon; who ſhould ſucceed him in 
the government. The meſſage delivered 
by the prophet was of ſo extraordinary a 
nature, that the king could not refrain 
from entertaining a doubt of its authen- 
ticity ; and therefore he rgqueſted, that by 
ſome miracle, the prophet would confirm 
the authority of his miſſion. Being aſked 


you, that in a ſhort time your treaſures the captivity 


will be removed to Babylon, at the court 


information was exceedingly afflicting to 
Hezekiah, who ſaid, that ſince the judg- 
ment of Heaven could not be averted, he 
had only to implore God; that he might 
paſs the remainder of his life in tranquillity, 
Ifaiah and twelve other prophets faithfully 
committed their predictions to writing, and 
as all the events tranſpired precifely as they 
had foretold, ſucceeding generations were 


| inſpiration. Hezekiah died in the fifty- 
fifth year of his age, and twenty-ninth of 
his reign; | 


Cu AP; I 


K 


Hezekiah is ſucceeded by his ſon Manaſſeb, 

who ts taken priſoner by the king of Baby- 
lon ; but be ts reſtored to his government. 
The death of Menaſſeb, who ts ſucceeded 
by his ſon Amon. Aſter a ſhort reign, 
Amon dies, and his fon Fofiah aſcends the 


throne; 


PON the deecaſe of Hezekiah, the 
overnment devolved to Manaſſeh, 
his ſon by Achiba, a native of Jeruſalem. 


71 


This 


convinced that they had acted by Divine 


of Babylon 
| ok b | * | 
of which country many of your poſterity 1s. 

will be reduced to the degrading neceſſity 
of ſerving in the capacity of eunuchs. Theſe 
events being foretold by God, be affured 


that they, will inevitably tranſpire.” This 
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This prince acted on principles directly op- 
poſite to thoſe of his father. The moſt 
abominable practices, which had called 
down the vengeance of Heaven upon the 
Iſraelites, were the examples by which his 
conduct was regulated. He even dared to 
profane the holy temple. He barbarouſly 
perſecuted men of the moſt exemplary 
piety ; and the very prophets were ſacri- 
ficed to his inſatiable luſt of blood; ſcarce- 
ly a day patling, whereon ſome of theſe 
pious men were not tnade victims to his 
cruelty. The Almighty ſent prophets to 
exhort the king and the people to repent 
of their crimes, on the penalty of ſuffering 
puniſhment equal to thoſe inflicted upon | 

their brethren, the Iſraelites. Theſe ad- 
monitions were treated with contempt ; 
and the king and people of Judah continu- 
ing to purſue their uſual courſes of iniquity 
the Almighty was pleaſed to create a pow- 
erful enemy in the king of Babylon and 
Chaldea, whoſe forces obtained a compleat 
victory over Manaſſeh, he being ſurprized 
and made a priſoner of war. His domi- 
nions being ravaged, and himſelf at the 
mercy of the conqueror, this unhappy 
prince fervently ſupplicated the Almighty 
to cauſe his enemy to treat him with cle- 
mency and tenderneſs. The. Lord, in 
commiſeration of his ſufferings, liſtened to 
his prayers ; and, after ſome time had 
elapſed, the king of Babylon reſtored him 
to his throne. : 

Manaſſeh now exerted his utmoſt abili- 
ties to make every poſſibly atonement 
for his former crimes. He purified 
the city, conſecrated the holy temple a- 
new, and made it the buſineſs of his life to 
manifeſt a due reverence and gratitude to- 
ward his Creator. Conſcious that his for- 
mer guilt had, in a great meaſure, been 
the cauſe of the miſeries which his people 

Ne had endured, he endeavoured to effect a re. 

—_ _ of. formation among them, both by his ex- 
ſere daily ſa- ample and authority. He cauſed an altar to 

2 be erected agreeable to the directions of 

des the city, Moſes, upon which daily oblations were 

made : and having reſtored the religious 

' ceremonies to their original purity, he di- 

rected his attention towardsimproving the 
fortifications of the city. He made the ne- 

ceſſary reparations in the old walls, and, as 

a further ſecurity, encompaſſed them with 

new ones. He conſtructed ſeveral ſtrong 

and lofty towers, the out works of which 
he amply provided with neceſſary ſtores. 

During the remainder of his reign, his pie- 

ty ſuffered no abatement, and he was eſ- 

teemed one of the happieſt ſovereigns of 
his time. He died at the age of ſixty- 


Manaſſeh 
dies. II. 

Chron. XXXIIi. 
20. 


his reign; and his remains were interred in 


ing the temple : but, averſe to giving his 
ſubjects any cauſe of complaint, theſe ſub- 


ſeven, being then in the fifty- fifth year of 
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Amon, his ſon by Emalſema, who was a 
native of the-city of Jabat. 'This prince 
adopted thoſe profligate examples which 
his father had afforded in the early part 
of his life. His iniquitous courſes incited 
ſome perſons with whom he lived upon Bi 
terms of intimacy to conſpire with his con- n & 
fidential domeſtics in taking away his life, bi ibid. 
which they effected in the twenty-fourth 
year of his age, and the ſecond of his reign, 
Upon the deceaſe of Amon, whole mur- Jog 

derers were puniſhed with death, his ſon ceeds Amy j 
Joſiah, then about eight years of age, was 23. 
advanced to the throne. 


. 
Fofrah aboliſbes idolatry, and reftores the 
worſhip of God. He alſo eſtabliſhes vari. 
ous excellent regulations in civil affairs, 
EHIDA, the mother of Jofiah, was a 
native of Boſcath. At an early period 
of life, this prince manifeſted a diſpoſition 
to regulate his conduct according to the ex. 
cellent examples of David. Before he had 

compleated his twelfth year, he afforded a 
fignal inſtance of righteouſneſs, by aboliſh- 
ing idolatrous worthip, and reſtoring the 
religion of the true God. Such of the or- 
dinances of his predeceſſors as were pro- 
ductive of bad conſequences he revoked, 
retaining only thoſe that were conducive to 
the public welfare. In ſome inſtitutions 
he made ſuch alterations and amendments 
as would have reflected honour on the moſt 
conſummate wiſdom and the experience of 
advanced years. He cauſed all the proves 
and altars dedicated to idolatrous worſhip 
to be demoliſhed; and by his admirable 
conduct his ſubjects were detached from 
their ſuperſtitious idolatry, and inſpired 
with a zealous veneration for the worſhi 
of the true God. He deputed commiſſi- 
oners to ſuperintend and regulate the man- 
ners of the people, and alſo appointed ma- 
giſtrates impartially to adminiſter juſtice in 
contentions 1n civil affairs. He nominated 
commiſhoners in the different parts of his 
kingdom for receiving contributions of 
gold and filver, for the purpoſe of repair- 


Voluntray 
contri bu- 

tions for te- 
pairing the 
1 a | temple Il. 
{criptions were to be optional and volun- Chron. 


The contributions being depoſited XIV.. 
in the treaſury, Amaſiah, governor of the 
city, Shaphan the ſcribe, Joaſh the re- 
corder, and Hilkiah, the high-prieſt, were 
appointed to provide materials, engage ar- 
tificers and workmen, and ſuperintend the 
reparations. . 

[n the eighteenth year of his reign, the 
king directed Hilkiah to diſpoſe of the gold 
and ſilver that ſhould remain after defray- 
ing the expences attending the reparation of 


the royal garden, He was ſucceeded by 


| 


the holy edifice, in cauſing the whole 5 
| ” 


„ (own 


. 
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cups, and other veſſels, and utenſils for the 
ſervice of religion; and he further com- 


manded, that all the gold and filver then in 


the treaſury, ſhould be manufactured in 
the ſame manner. | 


Upon removing the treaſure, the high- 


wits of grieſt diſcovered the ſacred books of Moſes; 
Sn Which he delivered to Shaphan, the ſcribe, 
11 rad ho, after having peruſed them, repaired 
8 to the king, and informed him, that his 


commands had been obeyed; adding, that 
he had found the books of Moſes. Hil- 
kiah read theſe books to the king, who, 
upon hearing their contents, in an agony 


of gricf, tore his cloaths, and called fork 
certain particular friends. On their arri- 


val, he deſired them to accompany the 
high-prieſt to the propheteſs Huldah, the 
wife of Shallum, who was a man of diſ- 
tinguiſhed reputation ; requeſting that they 
would unite their endeavours, to prevail 
upon her to make interceſſion with the 
Almighty for pardon towards himſelf and 
his ſubject ; ſaying there was great reaſon 
to apprehend, that the vengeance of Hea- 
ven would be directed againſt the preſent 
generation, as a puniſhment for the iniqui- 
ties of their. anceſtors; and that without 
obtaining a reconciliation with the Lord, 
they ſhould be diſperſed over the fac of 
the eartli, and terminate their lives in mi- 


ſery. Upon the king's order being com- 


municated to the prophetels, ſhe directed 


glad fore. them to report this anſwer ; © That the 
te the de» 
pedo of 


impious ſuperſtition of the people, and 
their contempt of the menacing predictions 


2 25. of the prophets, had incurred the wrath of 
Heaven; that the people would be baniſh- ||. 


ed from their native land, and be deprived 


of the bleſſings of life; and that no ſuppli- 


cations could prevail, to avert the judgment 
which the Lord had irrevocably pronoun- 
ced. However (continued the propheteſs) 
report to Joſiah that, from a regard to his 
piety, the Almighty will not inflict theſe 


_ puniſhments during bis life; but that im- 
mediately after his deceaſe, the Divine ven- 


geance will be executed upon the people. 
H ereupon Joſiah diſpatched meſſengers 
to the ſeveral cities within his dominions, 
commanding the prieſts, Levites, and his 
ſubjects in general to repair ta Jeruſalem: 
and upon their being aſſembled, the books 
of Moſes were read to them; after which, 
the king advanced to an eminence in the 
midit of the multitude, and adminiſtered 
the oath of obedience to the laws of Moſes, 


and the holy worſhip and religion of God ; | 


and the people unanimouſly bound them- 
iclves under thoſe ſacred engagements. After 
lacrifices had been performed, prayets were 
put forth for obtaining the bleſſing of the | 


Almighty, The king enjoined the high- 


: villages in the 
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of to be converted into chalices, goblets, | 


prieſt to take a particular ſurvey of the veſ- 
ſels and other plate contained in the tem- 
ple, and actually to deſtroy ſuch articles as 
had been dedicated by his predeceflors to 
the ſervice of the idolatrous religion. The 
king's commands was punctually obeyed; 
and the remnants of the utenfils were caſt 
away. In obedience to the 'command of 
Joſiah, all the prieſts who were not of the 
line of Aaron were put to death. | 
The reformation of the city of Jeruſalem 
being effected, Jofiah made a journey 
through his kingdom, and deſtroyed every 
evidence which remained of Jeroboamm's 
luperſtition and idolatry : and the bones of 


| the falſe prophets, he cauſed to be butnr 


upon the altar which Jeroboam had erected. 
Thus, after the expiration of three hund- 
red and fixty-one years, was the prediction 


of the prophet verified: for while Jerobo- x. Kings, 
am was offering up ſacrifice, it was foretold XIII. 2. 


that theſe events ſhould be produced by a 
man of the race of David, bearing the name 
of Joſiah. The king in perſon, and by 
means of depaties, applied to many of the 


Iſraelites who had eſcaped from a ſtate of 


captivity to the Aſſyrians, with a view of 
reclaiming them from the abominable wor- 
{hip of idols, aud inſpiring them with a juſt 
idea of their duty towards the eternal God. 
He cauſed the figures of the horſes placed 
over the porch of the temple, and dedicated 
to the ſun, to be demoliſhed, and appoint= 
ed officers induſtriouſly to ſearch for, and 
effectually to deſtroy whatever veſtiges of 
idolatry might remain in the towns and 
different parts of his domi- 
nions. e n 
The whole nation being thus compleat- 
ly purified, the king convened his ſubjects 
in Jeruſalem for the purpoſe of celebrating 
the feaſt of unleavened bread, otherwiſe 
called the paſſover, on Which occaſion he 


gave to the populace from his own ſtore, 


thirty thouſand Jambs and kids, and three XXXV. 1, 


thouſand oxen. The heads of the prieſthood 
preſented to the reſt of the ſacerdotal or- 
der, two thouſand fix hundred lambs, and 
the principal Levites gave to their tribe five 


thouſand lambs and five hundred oxen, 


Under the direction of the prieſts, a ſaeri- 


fice was made of this prodigious number 
of victims, according to the precepts of 


Moſes, and the ceremony was the moſt 
ſolemn that had been performed ſince the 
days of the prophet Samuel. N 


CHAP. VI, 


Jeſiab refuſes Pharaoh-Nechoh a paſſage 
through his country. Jęſiab is killed by 
an arrow diſcharged by an Egyptian. He 
i ſucceeded by Fehoahaz, who after being 


> 


The paſſover 
celebrated, 
II Chron. 


_ 


made 


— —_— ͤ—ũäũ— — —2 — — ye. — 


made priſoner, dies in Egypt. Eliakim aſ- 


cends the throne. 


ITH a view of annexing Aſia to 
his dominions, Pharaoh-Nechoh, 

king of Egypt, marched a powerful army 
towards the Euphrates, with a, deſign of 
reducing the Medes and Babylonians, 
who had ſubverted the Aſſyrian empire. 
Having proceeded as far as Mendes “, a 


town under the juriſdiction of Joſiah, the | 
latter refuſed him a paſſage ; whereupon | 


Pharaoh diſpatched a herald to declare, 
that he had no hoſtile intentions towards 
him, but having occaſion to repair in haſte 
to the neighbourhood of Euphrates, he hop- 


ed the king would not put him under the 


The death of 
Joſiah 24+ 


neceſſity of forcing a paſſage through his 


country. However, Joſiah perſiſted in his 
refuſal ; and while giving orders at the head 
of his army, an Egyptian diſcharged an 


arrow, whereby he was terribly wounded. | 


He now gave orders for his troops to re- 
treat, and returned to Jeruſalem, where he 
died in. coniequence of his wound, being 
then thirty-nine years of age, and in the 
thirty-firſt year of his reign. His body 
was depoſited with great ſolemnity and 
magnificence, in the ſepulchre of his an- 


ceſtors; and on occaſion of his death, ſeve- 


— 


ral days were devoted to public mourning. 
On this ſovereign's deceaſe, the prophet 
Jeremiah wrote an elegy, which is ſtill ex- 
tant, therein predicting the approach of 


the Babylonian captivity, and the calami- 


ties to reſult from that event. The pro- 
phet Ezekiel left two books of predictions 
on the ſame ſubject. Theſe prophets were 
of the ſacerdotal race. Jeremiah reſided at 


Jeruſalem from the thirtieth year of Joſiah's 
reign, till the deſtruction of the temple and 


city. 
Upon the deceaſe of Joſiah, Jehoahaz, 


* 


who was then twenty-three years of age, 


Ichoahaz ſuc- aſſumed the government, holding his court | 
ceeds. 

2 Kings 
XXIII. 31. 


at Jeruſalem. This prince was of an ir- 

religious and immoral diſpoſition; his mo- 

ther's name was Hamutal. 
Upon the return of the king of Egypt 
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| lem, and take Jehoiakim captive. 


Eliakim mad 


from the war, he diſpatched a meſſenger 


to require the attendance of Jehoahaz at 
Hamath in Syria, where he put him in 
fetters, and transferred the government to 


"Eliakim, his elder brother, who on this oc- 


caſion changed his name to Jehoiakim. 
The Egyptian made him tributary by tax- 


—— 


* Script. Megiddo. 
+ Weighing an hundred and fourteen pounds, 
fifteen penny weights, and being in value five thou- 
land, four hundred aud ſeventy-five pounds, En- 


gliſh. 


An hundred talents weighed eleven thouſand, 
four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces ; the 


value thereof in filyer being thirty-four thouſand, | 


— 


g 


ing his country to the amount of one talent 
of gold , and one hundred talents of fil. 
ver 3. He took Jehoahaz with him into 


native of Raman, was the mother of Je- 
hoiakim, who was a prince irreverent to 
God, and deſtitute of all compaſſion and 
tenderneſs to man. 


CHAP, Vn. 


Nebuchadnezzar ſubdues Pharaob-Nechob, 
and makes Feboiałim his tributary, The 
calamities to befal Fehoiakim foretold by 

| | the prophet Jeremiab. 

IN the fourth year of the reign of fe- 

boiakim Nebuchadnezzar ||, king 

of Babylon, marched a formidable army to 
| Carchabeſa, a city near the Euphrates, in 
order to proſecute a war againſt Pharaoh. 
Nechoh, who then had all Syria under his 
command. Collecting a powerful body of 
troops, Pharaoh advanced to oppoſe the in- 
vader, and the armies engaging on the 
banks of the Euphrates, the Egyptian was 
defeated, and compelled to retreat, with 
the loſs of ſeveral thouſands of his men. 

| In the eighth year of Jehoiakim's reign, 

and the fourth of Nebuchadnezzar's, the 

Babylonians invaded Judea, threatenin 

deſtruction to its inhabitants, unleſs. they 

paid a tribute, like the reſt of the Syrians. 

Jehoiakim, terrified by theſe threats, pur- 

chaſed his peace, and paid contribution for 

three years; but in the fourth, hearing that 
the king of Egypt was advancing againſt 
the Babylonians, he refuſed to pay tribute, 

He wes, however, miſinformed, for the 

Egyptians were afraid to attack the Baby lo- 

nians; which agreed with Jeremiah's pre- 

diction, that the Egyptians would be no 
better than a broken reed to depend on. 

This prophet likewiſe foretold, that the 

Babylonians, ſhould ſoon deſtroy Jeruſa- 

Theſe 

redictions were not only held in contempt 


| by all ranks of people, but ſome even pro- 


ceeded ſo far, as formally to exhibit arti- 
cles againſt the prophet, accuſing him with 
having endeavoured to foment an inſurrec- 
tion, This charge being agitated in, the 
council, the majority voted for puniſhing 
him with death : but others recommended, 
that the complaint might be diſmiſſed, and 


—ͤ—— 
— — * — — 


two hundred and eighteen, pounds, fifteen ſhillings. 
q Scrip. Zebudah. 

$ Vorftivs, in his ſecond Exercit. de LXX. 
Aunis Captivitatis, tell us that Joſephus, in what 
follows to the end of this book, is to be read with 
great caution. See Grotius upon the fifth of Da- 
niel, to the ſame purpoſe. 
Nebuchodonoſor. 


the 


bar 


Egypt, where he died, having reigned only Jed g 
three months and ten days. Abuma J, a inp, 


BY FLAVIU 
1. X. 


Having committed his predictions to 
writing, in the ninth month of the fifteenth | 
year of the reign of Jehoiakim, when the | 
people were aſſembled in the temple, on 
occation of a ſolemn faſt, Jeremiah read 

| his book to the whole congregation. Hav- 
ing heard the misfortunes that were to be- 
fall the city, the temple, and the people, 
the princes, taking the book fram the pro- | 
phet, adviſed him, and Baruch his ſcribe, 
to ſecrete themſelves. They then repaired 
to the king, and preſenting the book to 
him, it was ordered to be read by the ſe- 
cretary, which being done, he was ſo en- 
raged, that, ſeizing the writing, he tore it, 
and then caſt it into the fire, commanding 
ſeremiah and Baruch to be immediately 
brought before him, in order that he might 

nnd ſentence them to puniſhment : but to elude 

=" the king's reſentment they had retired to a 

E place of concealment. 0 n 
ay 


N 


CHAP. VIII. 


Jeboiabim admits Nebuchadnezzar into Fe- 
ruſalem. The treacherous and cruel pro- 
ceedings | 
Fehotakim to the ſword, and advances bis 
fon Feboiakin to the throne. 5 


ws Nebu⸗ 
Mnezzar 


— 


|: diſmal predictions of Jeremiah, admitted 
= 2 Nebuchadnezzar and his whole army into 
_—  jcrufilem upon friendly terms. Conſiderin 
his own perſon as ſecure, he had made no 
preparations for oppoſing the Babylonians, 
who had no ſooner entered. the city, than, 
in contempt of the conditions of his treaty, 
and of the rights of friendſhip and hoſpi- 
tality, he put the king and all the young men 
of diſtinction to the word. Having ordered 
the body of Jehoiakim to be thrown into the 
fields without the walls of the city, Ne- 
buchadnezzar transferred the powers of the | 
lovereignty to Jehoiakin, the ſon of the de- 
cealed king. He took priſoners into Ba- 
bylon about three thouſand of the moſt con- 
hiderable inhabitants of the city, amon 
which number was the prophet Exzckiel, 
then a very young man. Jehoiakim died 
at the age of thirty-ſix, after reigning eleven 
ears. Nebutha, a native of Jeruſalem was 
the mother of Jchoiakin, his ſucceſſor. 


a mild diſpoſition, agreed to ſurrender, on 
condition that no injury ſhould be offered 
either to the city, or its inhabitants. The 
treaty was ratified; and the king's mother, 
and others of his kindred were delivered 
to Nebuchadnezzar's commiſſioners as ho 


of Nebuchaanezzar, * who puts 


1 whenever thoſe 


1] OUS, 


founded in truth and juſtice; but upon re- 


235 
contending, that ſeveral other perſons, of | 1:3 | «dl . 
which number was Micab, had prophecied || Nebuthadnezzar befieges Feruſalem, and 
to the ſame purpoſe ; and that inſtead of makes prijoners of Feboiakin, bir mother, 
being deemed deſerving of puniſhment, pu- and bis moſt particular friendre. 
blic honours had been conferred upon them, 180 8 (rat ee cen, 
being conſidered as prophets of the Lord. Jagining that the new king might at- N. buchad- 
The arguments of thoſe who. ſpoke. in fa- tempt to avenge the death of his father, nezzar be- 
vour of Jeremiah. prevailed, and he was, at Nebuchadnezzar laid fiege. to Jeruſalem ; barer —4 : 
length, releaſed. | | | whereupon, Jehoiakin, who was a prince of v. 10, 1. 


3 
* : 
1111 


Sn ET RD 
However, before a year had elapſed, the 


king of Babylon 'broke his agreement, and 
commanded his officers to ſeize all the young 
men of the city, and conduct them in fet- 
ters into his preſence. In conſequence; of 
this order, ten thouſand, eight hundred and 
thirty-two. perſons, including Jehoiakin, 
his mother, and many others ot his kind- ber of others 
red, were taken into cuſtody, and ſecured in 
priſon, N . MM 


The king and 


a great num 


made priſon- 
ers, 12, 16. 
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The government transferred to, E edekiah, 
who binds himſelf by an oath to Mi the 


| Egyptians, Zedekiahb violates his engage- 


ments, and Nebuchadnezzar beheges. to 

1 The king of Egypt marches to 
the relief of the city, and is defeated by the 
' Babylonian; who returns to the fege. Ze- 

dekiah rejetts the prephecies and counſel of 
Feremiab. | 7 * XV | 


Aren the imprifopment' of Jeboi- Plane a 
ar. OOO after the aboye occurrences, Jehoi- | 


akim, being greatly alarmed by the|| uncle Zedekiah to the throne, binding him Sererpment. 


| akin, | Nebuchadnezzar raiſed his vanced to the 


under the obligation of an eath neither to 
offer any vielation to tlie form of govern- 


gil ment, nor to contra an alliance with the 


Egyptians. | This prince commenced his 


|rezgn when he was twenty-one years of 


age. He held honour, virtue and religion 
in the utmoſt contempt, and conſtantly aſ- 
fociated with young men of a character e- 
qually abandoned and diſſolute with his 
own, The prephet Jeremiah frequently 
admoniſhed him to change his courſe of 
life, and comport himſelf according to the 
principles of religion and juſtice, adviſing 


| hjm to place no confidence in the reports 


of the falſe prophets, who had told him 
that the Babylonians would never again at- 


g || tempt the conqueſt of Jeruſalem, and that 


people ſhould engage the 
Egyptians, the latter ſhould prove victori- 
When in preſence of the prophet, 
Zedekiah acknowledged his advice to be 


Y 


38 


turn- 


— — — 
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turning to his profligate companions, their 
perſuaſions ſeduced him to return to his, 


— 


At this time, Ezekiel, whoccehdad at 
Babylon, predicted the deſtruction of the 
temple, and ſent his prophecy to Jeruſa- 


lem. The two prophets agreed that the 


city ſhould be taken by force, and Zede- 
kiah carried into captivity. Jeremiah ſaid, 
that the king ſhould convey” him prif6rer 


to Babylon; while Ezekiah predicted that 
he ſhould not ſee that city. This appa- 


rent inconſiſtency in the prophecies, led 


Zedekiah to doubt the truth ofthe whole: 
but it will hereafter be ſeen that he Was 
miſtàken in his conjecture. begzud sI ©! 

At the end of eight years, Zedekiah vidl- 


ated his oath to Nebuchadnezzm by tak - 
ing part with the Egyptians; thinking 
that, jointly; they could fubdue the King 


of Babylon: Nebuchadflezzat immediate“ 
ly- marched into Zedekiah's country, and af- 
ter ſeizing his fortreſſes, ravagedand beſie ged' 
Jeruſalem! Pharaoh/learfiing how Zedekkiak 


was preſſed, advanced to his relief, with a 


view to raiſe the ſiege. Nebuchadnezzar 


Nebucbad- 


nezza drives 
Pharach out 
Syria. 


having intimation thereof, would not watt 
his approach,.,but.adyanged.to give him 
battle, and, ih one conteſt, drove him out 
of Syria, This circumſtance ſuſpending. 
the ſiege, the falſe prophets repreſented to 
Zedekiah that it was abſurd to fear the He- 


brews would be carried captives to Baby- 


lon: . whereas it was rather to be expcct- 


ed that the priſoners already taken would 


be permitted to return, and the plate and 
and treaſure, which had been carried from 
the 'temple, reſtored. In contradiction 


hereto, Jeremiah charged the falſe pio- 


pbets, with being impoſtors;; faying no 
good was to be hoped from the Egyp- 


tians; but that they ſhould be firſt con: 
quered, and then the army of Babylon 


would return to the ſiege; that thoſe WhO 
eſcaped death by (word and famine, would 
1 


be made captiyes and the city and itemple 
would he plundered: We are doomed (ſaid 
tbe prophet). to ſeventy years ſlavery to 
theſe people and their. ) 

end of which. period, the Medes and Per- 
tans ſhall free us from that {lavery, by ut- 
terly deſtroying .the empire of Babylon. 
We ſhall then return bither, huild the tem- 


ple anew, and reſtore the city to its form- 
* 4 | || who then adviſed him to ſurrender up the 


er ſplencour;” . 1, -;; norte? k 
Ibe majority of the people 
attention to what the prophet 
the leading men and the unpriacipled in 
general, conſidered and treated him as a 
mad man. Jeremiah having proceeded 
twenty futlongs from Jeruſalem, in the 


* 


- 


70 area} 


4 — * - 


he was deſerting to the king of Babylon. 


poſterity; at the 


ſaid; but 


again beſieged Jerufalem. with a large army, be 


art and ſtrength to conquer it: but the 


— kk. 
— 
—— 


| ſented-the prophet as one whoſe idle tales 


the interpoſition of Heaven. Jeremiah re- 


ö take my advice. Thoſe who call them- 


Bon 
It was in vain that he urged his being on 
his way home omy; for he was hurried 
before a tribunal of juſtice, examined, tor. 
tured, aud condemned to death and he. 
remained ſome time this miſerable fituation, 
In the tenth. month of the ninth year of. 
Zedekiah's reign, the king of Babylon here 
4 


w 
| lege, the 


and, for a year and a half, exerted all his 2, K. 


city, though enfeebled by famine and peſ- 
tilence; did not yield. At this time, 
Jeremiah, who was in priſon, called to the 
r open the gates, and admit the 

abylonians, as the only means to prevent 
their! deſtruction: he) ſaid thoſe who re. 
maihed in the city would be deſtroyed by 
famine or ſword; but the enemy would 
ſpare; ſuch as ſurrendered them. Hereupon, 
the princed went to the king, and repre. 


would delude: thei multitude; inſin uating 
that the people appeared reſolute to defend 
the city to the uttermoſt, tillſtheir courage 
Was abated by his predictions, - The dif. 
poſition of the king would not have led him 
tolextremities; but urged as he was, and 
unwilling to ditoblage penſonsof their rank 
he permitted them to - diſpoſe; of the pro- 
phet as they pleaſed. Hereupon they re- 
paired to the priſon, .andr taking out je- 
Temiah, lowered him with a rope into a 
pit, where they left him up to the neck 
in mud, that he might be ſuffocated. An 
Ethiopian, one of the King's favourite ſer - 
vants, informing his majeſty of his ſituation 
he ordered him to ſelect thirty men that 
could be depended on, who. thould take 
ropes, and inſtantly releaſe him. This 

being done, the prophet was privately in- 
troduced to the king, who aſked him, if 
he could relieve his diſtreſs by procuring . 


plied in the affirmative ; * But (faid he) 
your people will neither credit me, nor 


{elves your friends, are my foes : they con- 
ſidet me as an 1mpoſtor, and are now 
conſpiring my deſtruction: but a regard 
tor my own ſafety compels me to refrain 
ſrom-explaining to zou the danger with 
which you are ſurrounded.” Upon this 
the king bound himſelf by an oath that no 
injury ſhould be: offered to the prophet, 


| city-to the king of Babylon, as the only 
| means of averting the impending dettruc- 
tion. He further ſaid, he was commiſ- 
ſioned by the Almighty to declare, that if 
the advice he had given was neglected, the 
city. and temple ſhould be levelled with 
the ground, and himſelf, his family, te- 
lations, and ſubjects, involved in ir- 
retrievable ruin, Zedekiah ſaid he ig 
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AP. XI.] 


diſpoſed to follow this advice, in order to 
provide for the public welfare; but yet 


ſhould comply, ſome of his people who 
had revolted to the enemy, would perſuade 
Nebuchadnezzar to put him to death. 
The prophet told him he had no cauſe to 
be alarmed on this account; for if he ſur- 
rended the city, no violence would he of- 
fered either to himſelf, his Wives, or chil- 
dren; and that the temple would ſuſtain: 
no injury. Zedekiab now told the pro- 
het to retire, enjoining him not to di- 
vulge what had paſſed to any petſon what 
ever, and if enquiry ſhould be made as 0 
the reaſon of the intervieꝰ he ſhould pre- 
tend that the object of his viſit was to ſo- 
licit his liberty, + man nit 27047) 8.08 
| | * B37 10 933-337 07 
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Jieruſalim taken, plindeFed adit." The 
children and friends of ©Zedehiah put to 
death; after which he it deprived of fight, 
and taken' captive int Bebylon, where 
he dies. The treachery of Hema. "The 
Egyptians are ſubdued and taken captives 
into Babylon;  Partitulars relating to Da- 
niel, Shadrach, Meſha th, and Abetinego. 

| The death of Nebuchadnezzar. ' 126.0 


184 


at 
- 


BY'FLAVIU'S IS E/P'H. US; 


he was under apprehenſion, tliat if he 


herents, were; without difficulty made 


priſoners, and conducted into the preſence 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who; upon obſerving 
the royal captive approach; upbraided him 
with infidelity and ingratitude to the author 
of his adyancement to the throne; add- 
ing, that the juſtice of Heaven had made 
him à priſoner, in ordet to puniſh his te- 
merity and treachery. The Babylonian; 
then commandeds, that in the preſence of- 
Zedekiah, his wives, children andi riends 

chould be put to desth, and that after histzzügkiabs 
royal priſoner had been deprived of ſight s 


il g . Us friends put to 
he ſhould be eſcorted to Babylon in chains] death, and he 


his fight; 7. 


1 


pred ictions of Jeremiah and Ezekiel veri- 


* 
* 


He Babylonians raiſed works round 


1 the city, ſo as to drive the defend- 
ants from the walls. Notwithſtanding the 


inhabitants were afflicted with the com- 


bined miſeries of a plague and a famine, 
they maintained an obſtinate and brave 
defence, having recourſe to every expedient 
that could poſſibly be deviſed for rendering 
ineffectual the ſtratagems of the beſiegers. 
After the ſiege had been proſecuted, with 
great vigour for a year and a half, a ſcarci- 
ty of proviſions, and the Want of men and 
warlike ſtores, rendered a longer veſiſtance 


„ 


- ＋— 


impracticable. When Zedekiah had reigau- 


|ru6lem ed elyen years, three months and nine days 
axe A . * I 3:4 > 2 — 
iy the city was ſurrendered,” at midnight, to 


months hepe, Nergelaer, Aremantus, + Emegar, . Nabaſa- 


Kings xxv. 
—3. 


Nebuchadnezzar had a 
nagement of the ſiege, he being then at 
| Reblathis. Obſerving the officers and ſol- 
diers enter the temple, Zedekiah, accom- 
panied by his wives, children, and friends, 
eſcaped by a narrow paſſage towards the de- 
fart : but being informed of their rout, 
early in the morning the enemy purſued 
and ſurrounded them in the neighbourhood 
of Jericho. Being in this deſperate ſituati- 
on, Zedekiah was abandoned by his friends 
and followers; who fled different ways, in 
order to provide for. their own ſafety; ſo 
that the king, his wives, and children, to- 
gether with a ſmall number of faithful ad- 


ries, and Acharampſaris, the officers who. 
ppointed to the ma - 


I! 


fied. The former-faid Zedekiah ſhould be 


jade a-priſonery: ſee,” and , converſe; with 


the king, and be taken to Babylon; and 
be eongeyed as a priſoner to the above city, 
he ſhould not ſee the king there. 
Thus the fovereignty of the race of Da- 
vid became extinct, after a. ſucceſſion of 
one: and- twenty kings, who reigned for. the 
pace of five hundred and fiſteen yearsg. fix 
months and ten days, including the twenty 
years of the reign of Saul, who was of a dif- 
teren tribe. tan to 336" 
After this. great victory, Nebuchadnez- 
zar diſpatched Nebuzar-Adan, his com- 
mander in chief, with orders to repair to 
Jeruſalem, and burn and atherwiſe totally 
to:deſtroy the palace and templeꝭ and after 
levelling the whole city with the ground, 8—11. 
to conduct the captive inhabitants to Baby- 

lon. In the eleventh year of the reign of 
Zedekiah, and the eighteenth year of that 

of Nebuchadnezzar, theſe orders were car - 

ried into execution by Nebuzar-Adan, who 

after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, carried 

to Babylon an immenſe booty, including 

all the gold arid ſilver veſſels ot the temple; 
Solomon's great laver, the, brazen piljars, 

with theit chapiters, and the golden tables 

and candleſticks. Theſe events took place 

four hundred and ſeventy years, ſix months 


Icke latter declared, that! though he ſhoald 


— 


and ten days, from the time of its, being 


built; one tliouſand and ſixty- tw years 
fix months: and ten days, from the de- 
parture of the Iſraelites rom the land of 
Egypt; one thouſand nine hungred and 
fifty years, fix months and ten days, fron 
the general deluge, and three thouſand five 
hundred and thirteen years, fix months and 
ten days from the creation of the world. 

Seraiah, the high- prieſt; Sepheniah, the & . 
next in dignity.of the prieſthood ; three Adan's pri- 
chief keepers of the temple; the principal ſoners, Jer. li. 
eunuch of the bed- chamber; ſeven of the N 
king's friends, and his ſecretary, beſides, 
ſeveral other perſons of eminence, were 
taken priſoners by Nebuzar-Adan, and 
conducted into the preſence of Nebuchad- 


| ; nezzar 


[Theſe orders werevobeyed: Thus were the, 0eprived of 


The city and 
temple burnt, 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


nezzar at Rablathlis, in Syria, when he 
commanded Seraiah, the high-prieft, and 
ſome others of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 
theſeperſons to be beheaded, ſending the 
reſt, with Zedekaih, captives to Babylon, | 


with Jehozadack, the high-prieſt, the ſon 


of Seraiah. 


_ Having explained the order in which the 
ſovereignty deſcended from father to ſon, 
it will be proper to mention the ſucceſſion 
of the high-prieſts under thoſe kings. The 


firſt inveſted with the pontifical dignity 


after the building of Solomon's temple was 


Zadock, and his ſucceſſors were in the fol- | 


lowing order: Ahimaaz, Azariah, Jo- 


ram, *Iſ{us, Axioramus, Phideas, Sudeas, 


Zedekiah 


Julus, Jotham, Urias, Nerias, Odeas, Sal- 
dumus, Elcias, Sareas, and Jehozadack. 
Upon the return of Nebuchadnezzar to 


dies in priſon Babylon, he cauſed Zedekiah to be thrown 


at Babylon, 
Jer, lii. 17. 


into priſon, where he ſome time afterwards 


died. He was buried with the honours of 
royalty. The king reſtored Jehozadack to 


liberty, and aſſigned habitations in Babylon 
for the priſoners. The veſſels taken from 
the temple he dedicated to his idols. Ne- 
buzar-Adan committed ſuch of the priſon- 
ers as were not of diſtinguiſhed rank to the 


care of Gedeliah, a man of a benevolent 


temper, who allotted to each of them a 
portion of ground ſufficient to produce a 
ſubſiſtence, on condition of paying a tri- 


bute to the king. 


Jeremiah was relieved from confinement, 


and the king having given orders that he 


ſhould be treated with kindneſs, Gedeliah 
offered him the privilege of going to Baby- 
lon, adding, that, if ＋ 


referred any other 
place of reſidence, he would write to the 


king on the ſubject. Jeremiah anſwered, 
that he would rather live among the ruins 


of his native land. This being told to 
Nebuzar-Adan, he directed Gedeliah to 
provide properly for him, and ſent the 
rophet ſome valuable preſents. Having 
obtained the liberty of his ſervant Baruch, 


Jeremiah choſe him for his companion, and 
fixed on Miz pah for his reſidence. Baruch 


was the ſon of Neriah, nobly deſcended, 
and a great maſter of his native language. 

Thoſe who had fled the city during 
the ſiege, being by this time acquainted 
with its deſtruction, repaired, in great 
numbers, to Gedeliah at Mizpah; a- 


mong whom were Johanan, the ſon of 
 Careah Jaazaniah and Seraiah, 
Iſhmael, a perſon of royal blood, but of 
moſt abandoned character, who had been 
protected by Bathal, king of the Ammoni- 
ties, while the ſiege laſted. Theſe people 
applied to Gedeliah, who invited them to 


with 


— 


— — 


* According to Biſhop Montague Iſus and Axi- | 


| 


oramus are fictitious names, See his Appatus. 


their poſſeſſions. 
on their places of reſidence, and permitted 
his own people to aſſiſt them in fitting 
up their dwellings ; but cautioned them to 
be aſſiduous in providing for the vintage and 
harveſt, that there might be plenty of corn, 
wine, and oil, for the winter. 
thus encourged them, he left them to their 
own diſpoſal. 


—_ _ _—__. 


oath, that they ſhould be undiſturbed in 
He adviſed them to fix 


Havin 


The report of Gedeliah's generoſity to- 


wards the priſoners ſo greatly advanced his 
| reputation in the ſurrounding nations, that 
the natives thereof reſorted to him in great 
numbers, ſo that a populous colony was 
in a ſhort time eſtabliſhed, lands being aſ- 
ſigned to the uſe of the emigrants, on con- 
dition of a certain acknowledgment to the 
king of Babylon. Gedeliah's generoſity to the 
ſettlers ſo highly engaged the eſteem. of Jo- 
hanan and the other principal men, who 
had intelligence of a conſpiracy forming 
againſt him, byIſhmael and the king of the 
Ammonites, that they informed him that 
Iſhmael was to aſſaſſinate him, and then, 
he being of the royalline, to uſurp the go- 
vernment of the Iſraelites. 
this plan, they requeſted his permiſſion to 
deſtroy Iſhmael ; for they 
Iſraelites would be ruined by the continu- 
ance of the plot. Gedeliah faid he deemed it 
impoſſible that any man could ſo far deviate 
from all ſenſe of moral obligation as to 
ſeek the deſtruction of his preſerver: but 
if this was the caſe, he would not fo far 
violate the laws of hoſpitality as to take 
the life of the man who had ſheltered him- 
ſelf under his protection. 
ation, Johanan and his friends departed. magic. 


To counteract 


thought the 


On this declar- 


A viſit being made, about a month after Jer. l.. 
| this, to Gedeliah, by Iſhmael and ten of 
his friends, they were moſt hoſpitably treat- 
ed. 
Gedeliah and his 
elevated, the others treacherouſly murdered 
them all. 
at midnight; when then aſſaſſins fallying 
forth, they el) 
all the Jews and Babylonians that they 
could find. 
men came with preſents for Gedeliah, 
when Iſhmael invited them into the houſe 
of the deceaſed in conjunction, and with 
his accomplices murdered them and threw 
their bodies into a pit, ſparing the lives 
of a ſmall number, on condition of their 
making diſcovery where they had concealed 
their corn, apparel and other effects. They 
then took away as priſoners the inhabitants 


The glaſs having gone round, till 
party were ſomewhat 


This maſſacre was perpretated 
indiſcriminately put to death 


The following day, eighty 


1 
„ 


— 


+ The ſame learned prelate reads Joel and Oſeas 
for Odeas, and Sallum for daldum. See Apparat. 6. 


0 


Booz Y 
remain in that country, and cultivate the 
earth, promiſing under the ſanction of an 


A dreadful 


ga? 


gar, XI. 


of Mizpah, the daughters of Zedekiah, 
whom Nebuzar-Adan had committed to 
the care of Gedaliah, beingiof the number. 
Iſhmael haſtened to the king of the Am- 
monites with intelligence of this exploit, 
but in the mean timeJohanan and the other 
chiefs, being informed of the barbarities 
committed at Mizpah, they united their 
forces, and going in purſuit of Iſhmael, 
they overtook him near the fountain of 
Hebron. Rejoiced at the fight of the 
wn purſuers, the captives immediately joined 
ks e them. Iſhmael and eight of his followers 
"xl, eſcaped to the king of the Ammonites. 
lien, Accompanied by the men, women, and 
24 children, that he had redeemed, Johanan 
' 4nnon- proceeded to Mandra, where they- repoſed 
a one day, intending to go into Egypt, leſt 
in revenge for the death of Gedaliah, the 
Babylonians ſhould attack them. However, 
they determined to conſult Jeremiah as 
to what courſe they ſhould purſue, and 
bound themſelves by an oath to follow his 
directions. The prophet promiſed an an- 
{wer ; and in ten days reported, that they 
ſhould be perfectly ſecure in their preſent 
fituation : but if they ſhould go into Egypt, 
they muſt expect judgments as dreadtul as 
thoſe that had befallen their brethren. Diſ- 
crediting this meſſage fromGod, and believ- 
ing it-to be an invention of Jeremiah in 
favour of his diſciple Baruch and calcu- 
lated to ſeduce them into the power of the 
Babylonians, Jobanan and the other chiefs 
ſeized Jeremiah and Baruch, and proceed- 


Babylon ſhould ſubdue that country, 
when part of the people would be flain, 
and the reſt taken captives to Babylon. In 
obedience to the command of God, he 
communicated this prediction to the mul- 
titude. The prophecy was verified in the 
twenty-third year of the reign of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, whom that monarch, after 
ſubjecting Cœle- Syria, and defeating the 


Moabites and Ammonites, made an incur- 


ſion into Egypt, where having put the 
reigning prinee to death, and advanced an- 
other to the throne, he took into captivity 
in Babylon all the Jews he found in that 
country. 
Thus were the Hebrews twice mad 

priſoners beyond the Euphrates. In the 
teign of Hoſea, the ten tribes were taken 
acroſs the river by the Aſſyrians, as were 
the other two by Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
the Chaldeans and Babylonians, upon the 


conqueſt of Jeruſalem. The Chuthites were | 


removed by Salmanazer from Perſia and 
Media, into the land of the Iſraelites, where 
they aſſumed the appellation of Samaritans : 
but the king of Babylon introduced no ſet- 


ed into Egypt, where, ſoon after their ar- 
rival, the prophet had a viſion, wherein 
it was revealed to him, that the king of | 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPUUS. 


| tlers in the room of the people he Cape 


tured. Hence it was, that Judea, Jeru- 
ſalem, and the temple, were totally aban- 
doned for the ſpace of ſeventy years. One 
hundred and thirty years, fix months, and 
ten days elapſed between the captivity of 
the ten tribes, and the tranſmigration of the 
other two. 


Some of the fineſt young men among the The 
particular ſervice, they had tutors appoint- 3. 
ed to inſtru them in the learning of Chal- 
dea: and ſome of them were caſtrated, Abed 
agreeable to the cuſtom of the country. a- 
mong them were four relations of Zede- 
kiah, viz, Daniel, Ananias, Miſhael, and 
Azariah ; but their names were changed 
to Belteſhazzar, Shadrack, Meſhech, and 
Abednego. The king was equally pleaſed 
with the goodneſs of their tempers and 
ſtrength of their judgments, and directed 
proviſions to be ſent them from his own 
table: but Daniel conſidering ſuch elegant 


| viands ſuited not their ſituation, applied to 


Aſchanes, the eunuch, and begged that, 
inſtead of the king's proviſions, they might 
eat pulſe or dates, or any homely food. 
The cunuch expreſſed a readinefs to gratify 
them ; but ſaid, that if they ſhould grow 
lean on (ſuch food, and decline in health 
and complexion, the king might ſuſpect 
what had happened, {eſpecially if their 
companions looked better than. they did; 
which might endanger his life. However 
they urged the eunuch to make the expe- 


riment, ſaying they could return to their 


former food, if this was found not to agree 
with them. The trial being made, the 
eunuch found they increaſed in health of 
body, and vigour of mind; on which he kept 
to himſelf the king's allowance.' A courſe 
of this temperance fo ſtrengthened '' their 
faculties, that they rapidly encreaſed in He- 
brew and Chaldean learning; particularly 
Daniel, who became a proficient in their 
arts, undertook to expound dreams, and had 
ſometimes: viſions of his own. _ 15 
About two years after the conqueſt of 
Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar had a very extra- 
ordinary dream, and alſo a revelation 
from God of its meaning: but he forgot 
the particulars of both. Hereupon, he cal- 
led into his preſence the Chaldeans, Magi, 
and prophets, commanding them to relate 
and expound the viſion. To obey, they 
ſaid was impoſſible; but if he would re- 
late the dream, they would give its inter- 
pretation. Hereupon, the king ordered 
them to be put to death. Daniel hearing 
of the intended execution, went to Arioch, 
the captain of the guards, to enquire the 
cauſe ; on which the captain informed him, 
they were to die, becauſe they could not 
explain a dream, which the king had forgot. 
| Daniel 


W ou 


259 


hiſtory 


Jews being ſelected for Nebuchadnezzar's of Belteſhaz · 


ha- 


dich, Me- 
ſbech, 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF. THE JEWS, {Bock 

| 4 
height, and ſix in breadth; and the princeg 
and great men in all parts of his domini. 
ons being ſummoned to attend the dedica. 
tion of this figure, proclamation was ma 


Daniel now requeſted they might be re- 
ſpited for one night, and he hoped God 
would enable him to interpret the dream. | 
The captain acquainting the king with this | 


circumſtance, the execution was ſuſpended. 
The friends of Daniel retired with him to 
his chamber, where they ſpent the night 
in prayer that God would be pleaſed to re- 
veal to Daniel the dream which the king 
had forgotten. Their prayers were heard, 
and God made known to Daniel both the 
dream and its interpretation. He aroſe 
early in the morning, and repairing to.the 
men under ſentence of death, bad them be 


of good courage, for he was certain of de- } 


livering them. They returned their joint 
thanks to Heaven, and then Daniel went 
to Arioch, deſiring to be introduced to the 
king, whoſe dream he could now interpret. 

Daniel no ſooner ſaw the king, then he 


ſaid, he did not approach him from mo- | 


tives of vanity, or a pretence of poſſeſſing 
more wiſdom than the Chaldeans and Magi, 
but in compaſſion to the unfortunate, God 
had enabled him to explain the meaning of 
the dream, which was to the following 

urport : © Refleting on what would be 
the fate of your kingdom after your de- 


ceaſe, you imagined that you beheld a ſta- | 


tue in an ere& poſition, the head being of 
gold, the arms and ſhoulders of ſilver, the 
belly and thighs of braſs, and the legs and 
feet of iron. A ſtone breaking from the 
mountain ſeemed to cruſh the gold, filver, 


braſs and iron into duſt, which was ſcatters- | 


ed to the extremities of the earth, and in 
the mean time, this ſtone ſo increaſed, as to 
reſemble a mountain in bulk. The ſigni- 
fication of the viſion is, that yourſelf, and 
your predeceflors in the ſovereignty were 
repreſented by the golden head ; the hands 
and ſhoulders fignify, that your empire 
ſhall be deſtroyed by two kings; by the 
braſs is imported, that your kingdom will 
afterwards be ſubverted by a ſovereign from 
the weſt, clad in brazen armour: and fur- 
ther the dream ſignifies, that a man in an 
armour of iron, a metal ſtronger than gold, 
filver, or braſs, ſhall ſubdue the king laſt 
_ alluded to.“ 1 
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that Da- 
niel had related a true account of his dream 
and bowing to the ground worſhipped him, 
under the appellation of Belteſhazzar, which 
was the name of his idol. The king ap- 
pointed Daniel and ſome of his relations to 


tation threatened them with ruin, as will | 


appear from what follows. 


In the plain of Babylon, Nebuchadnez-| 


zar placed a golden image, fixty cubits I in | 


j 


t Sixty cubits were upwards of a hundred and nine 
feet, or ſomething more than thirty fix yards and 
one foot, | | 


F * 


ö 


— 


: | fairs of Egypt and the other provinces, 
Tule over the whole province, which exal- | 


Phœnicians, and Egyptians, who were 


to whom he had intruſted the government 


— — 


de, 


that upon a trumpet being ſounded, all per- 
ſons ſhould proſtrate themſelves before and 
worſhip the idol, on the penalty of bein 
caſt into a fiery furnace. The ſignal bein 
given, the people humbled in adoration be. 
fore the image, except Daniel and his re. 
lations, who diſdained to commit an a0 
ſo derogatory to the laws of their country; 
and information of their diſobedience to the 
king's edict being exhibited againſt them 
they were caſt into the fire. But by 1 
wonderful interpoſition of Divine Provi- 
dence, they remained amidſt the flames 
wholly uninjured. This miraculous proof 
of the goodneſs of God in the preſetvation 
of his ſervants, had ſuch an effect upon 
Nebuchadnezzar, that he ever after 11:14 
thoſe righteous perſons in the higheſt hy. 
nour and eſteem. 

A ſhort time afterwards, Nebuchadnez. Dane ad 
zar had a ſecond dream, intimating, that cond 
after being expelled his kingdom, and liv. 5, fen 
ing ſeven years among the beaſts of theft un 
foreſt, he ſhould be reſtored to the POWerggrbnng | 
of royalty. On this occaſion, the Magi and Dan. fl ro 
the other wiſe men were conſulted; but Da- | 
niel only was capable of interpreting the 
viſion ; and agreeably with his explanation, 
after Nebuchadnezzar had paſſed ſeven 
years in ſolitude, in compliance with his 
prayers, the Almighty was pleaſed to re- 
inſtate him 1n all the ſplendour of the regal 
Agri: 3 
Nebuchadnezzar died in the forty-third 
year of his age, having been diſtinguiſhed 
for his vigilance, and a better fortune than 
attended any of his. predeceſſors. The 
Chaldean hiſtory, written by Beroſus, re- 
cites the following particulars : * Nabucho- 
donozor, the elder, learning that an officer 


of Egypt, Cœle-Syria, and Phenicia, had 
departed from his fidelity; and illneſs pre- 
venting his engaging in war, he ſent Ne- 
buchodonzor, his ſon, with part of his 
army, to chaſtiſe him. He fought him, 
gained the victory, and reduced the pro- 
vinces to obedience, In the interim, the 
father died at Babylon, in the twenty-firit _ 
year of his reign. The young king, hear- 
ing of his father's death, adjulled the af- 


and charged ſome friends to conduct to 
Babylon the army, with the Jews, Syrians, 


his priſoners; and thea travelled over the 
deſart with a few attendants. In the 1n- 
terim, the Chaldeans took care of his go- 


vernment, ſo that, on his coming home, 
| he 
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Exil-· Mero- 


dach ſucceeds 


Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 
lehoiakin ſet 


17. XII.] 
he was fully eſtabliſhed. His firſt buſineſs was 
to divide 

next adorne 


of Belus, and other places of worſhip. 
enlarged and repaired the old city buildings, 


the river. 
entrenchments of brick-work, and the 


ztives into colonies; and he 
with the ſpoils of war, the temple 
He 


and erected fortifications on the banks of 
Within the city he built three 


ſame number without it. The place being 
thus fortified, he adorned the gates, in a 
curious manner, and built a moſt magnifi- 
cent palace-near that of his father, 
building was wonderfully grand; and it 
is remarkable, that it was compleated in 
fifteen days. There were -arches 1n this 
edifice ſupporting huge ſtones that had-the 
appearance of mountains hanging in the 
air: and on theſe were planted ſeveral kinds 
of trees, to gratify the queen (a Median by 
birth) who wiſhed to ſee the curioſities of 
her country repreſented. Theſe gardens 
are celebrated by Magaſthenes, in the 
fourth volume of the Hiſtory ' of India. 


This author | ſpeaks of the king as ſuperi- 


or even to Hercules, as he had reduced 
almoſt all Lybia and Iberia. This mo- 


narch is alſo mentioned by Diocles, in the 


ſecond part of his hiſtory of Perſia; and 
by Philoftratus, in his account of the Phœ- 
nicians and Indians, who records that in 
the reign of Ithobal, king of Tyre he 
laid ſiege to that ity for thnrteony years, | 


CHAP. XII. 


The government de 4 ſoends Feeder eben- 


zar to Evil-Merodach, who releaſes Fo- 
Hoiatin. Cyrus and Darius befiege Baby- 
lon. Daniel expountts a viſion to Belſhaz- 
zar. Babylon taken. 
the favourite of Darius. Daniel's wonder- 
Jul deli verances, viſions, and predictions. 
Ebuchadnez zar being ſucceeded by 
his ſon Evil-Merodach, he reſtored 
Jehoiakin, king of Jeruſalem to liberty, 
beſtowed many valuable preſents upon him 


«liberty and and appointed him to the government 


preferred. 
Jer, lit. 31. 


with a profuſion of filver veſſels, he ordered 


to be brought into his. preſence the facred 
il Soon 


bylon and while they were befieging 


of his palace in Babylon. Having reign- 
ed nearly eighteen years, 'Evil-Merodach 


was ſucceeded by his ſon Nigliſar, who 


reigned forty years, when the government 


devolved to his ſon Laboſardochus, who 


reigned nine months, and was fucceeded 
by Belſhazzar, by the Dabylorians called 


N aboandel. 


Cyrus, king of the Perſians, and Darius 
king. of the Medes, marched againſt Ba- 
that | 
city, Belſhazzar had a ſurpriſing viſion 
Being at ſupper, ſurrounded by his cour-. 
tiers and concubines, in a ſpacious apart- 
ment, where the tables were decorated 


BY FLAVIUS J'0'S'E'P'H US: - 


| veſſels which, after the plunder of je⸗ 
ruſalem, Nebachadnez z at had depoſited 


This | 


Daniel becomes 


miſed; 


in the 3 though he had not preſum- 


ed to apply them to any prophane or vulgar 


uſe. . Being elevated with liquor, white 
the king was ſpeaking in an irreverent and 
prophane manner of the true. God, he 
perceived a hand in the act of writing upon 


the walls which ſtruck him with aſtoniſh- Balthazar 
ment and terror: and he immmediately perceives a 


aſſembled the Chaldeans, and other men; 


hand writ- 
ing on the 


celebrated for their wiſdom in order to wall. Dan. v. 


divine the meaning of the characters ſo 
miraculouſly  !prodiiced;” Having con- 
ſulted together, they declared themſelves 


incapable of developing the myſtery. The 
king now ordered proclamation to be made 
through his dominions, that Whoever inter- 
preted the writing, (ould be rewarded with 


a golden chain, the privilege of wearing a 
purple robe, and taking rank as the third 
man in the kingdom. The ſame perſons 


as fruitleſs as before. 
At the recommendation” of Kia gland 


mother, the king ſent for Daniel, and aſ- 


ſured him that, if he ſhould intepret the 
writing, the conditions of his proclamation 
ſhould be fulfilled. After declining the ac- 


ceptance either of preſents, or diſtinctions 


of honour, Daniel thus addreſſed himſelf 
to the king:“ The writing ſignifies, that 
Foe death is approaching. Admoniſhed 

the fate of your great anceſtor, you 
4 have acted wiſely in regulating your 2g 
life according to the dictates of the holy 
religion, Driven from the ſociety of man- 
kind, Nebuchadnezzar was compelled te 
herd with the beaſts of the foreſt; till in 
compliance with his penitential ſuppliea- 
tions, it pleaſed the Almighty to (reſtore 


him to his throne ; a bled! ing ner he dver 


after gratefully acknowledged. But ſo 
little are you influenced by his example; 
that you blaſphame God, and prophane 
the veſſels appartaining to his holy altar. 
Your impious proceedings have provoked 
the wrath of Heaven; and the writing up- 
on the walls is predictive of the puniſh- 
ment in reſerve for you. The word MzxE 
ee, number, and imports, that the 


ays of yours life and reign ſhall be few ; 


the meaning of 'TEKEL is weight, Which 
implies that your reign is weighed in the 


balance, and drawing to a concluſion; 


PERES means a fragment, and portends 
that your kingdom ſhall be divided between 
the Medes and Perſians.” © Dejected as the 
king Was at this interpretation, yet he 
ratified” to Daniel all thät had been pro- 
for he confidered that, bobby 
ever fatal- the news. might be to him, the 
prophet.had acted the part of a conſoenti- 
ous man, in telling him the real truth. 


2, 9. 


again aſſembled ; but their efforts 1 rh | 


Daniel ex- 
pounds the 
— 255 


£62 


Daniel caſt 
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Soonafter this, the city of Babylon fell 
into the hands of Cyrus, who took it in the 
ſeventeenth year of the reign of Belſhazzar. 
who is deemed the laſt king of the family 
of Nebuchadnezzar. Darius was ſixty- two 
years old when with the aſſiſtance of his 
kinſman, Cyrus, the ſon of Aſtyages, Ba- 
bylon was ſubdued. ,Cyrus took Daniel 
with him to Media, where he promoted 
him to the rank of one of the three chief 
governors, under whom were three hundred 
and ſixtyd others, as Darius had originally 
modelled the government. Darius had 
ſuch veneration for Daniel, that he ſeldom 
engaged in any buſineſs of conſequence 
without his advice, which drew on him 
the envy of the other favourites at court : 
but Daniel was particulacly cautious not 
to fall into their ee He ſcorned to ac- 
cept a bribe, and took only a legal acknow- 
ledgment for favours conferred : yet this 
did not prevent his enemies from combining 
his deſtruction, which they attempted in 
the following manner. | > 

Daniel regularly prayed to God three 


times a day, and his adverſaries ſought to en- 


trap him from this circumſtances. They 
made application to Darius, in the name, 
and by order of the officers of ſtate, to iſ- 
ſue an edict, that whoever ſhould ſolicit 


any thing, from God or man, for thirty 
days, ſhould be thrown into the lions den. 
Darius, unaware of their intentions, paſſed 
This circumſtance ſhocked 


the decree. 
all the people except Daniel, who continued 
to worſhip God publicly, as if the order 
to the contrary had never iſſued. His 
enemies having now a pretence for their 
proceedings, they informed the king, that 
Daniel was the only perſon who deſpiſed 


the royal proclamation, by continuing his 


worſhip, which, they . ſaid, was not done 


from a motive of religion, but in mere con- 


tradiction to the king's command. Their 
malice being the more violent, from an 
apprehenſion that the king's partiality for 
Daniel might induce him to pardon the 
ſuppoſed offence, they preſſed him for im- 
mediate juſtice on the delinquent, whom 
they inſiſted ſhould be caſt into the lions 
den. Darius compelled to yield to their 
importunities, told Daniel he had no doubt 


into aden of but the life of ſo good a man would be pro- 


lions, but is 
not hurt, 
Dan. xi. 16, 


23 · 


tected by the immediate interference of 


Divine Providence. Daniel being put into 
the den, the mouth of it was cloſed by a 
large ſtone ; and Darius having ſealed the 
door with the royal fignet, returned to his 
palace. The king was ſo troubled that he 
could neither eat nor ſleep during the night; 
and in the morning early, he repaired to the 


— 
8 —— — 


* 
4 ———— 


$ Dan. VI. 1 
twenty. 


— 


, mentions only three hundred and 


| 


den, where he found the ſeai 'unbroken, and 
every thing as he had left it. Darius looking 
through a grate, called Daniel by his name; 
to enquire if he was ſafe and well; when 
the prophet anſwered in the affirmative . 
on which the king ordered him be ſet free 4 


was a providential deliverance ; inſiſting 
that the reaſon why Daniel remained unhurt 
was, that the lions had. then no appetite. 
Darius was ſo enraged at: this palpable ma- 
lice, that he ordered the lions to be fed till 
they were perfectly ſatisfied, and then that 
the accuſers of Daniel ſhould-be put among 
them: ſaying, „If the lions touch them 
not, it is becauſe they are filled; but if 
they deſtroy them the preſervation of Daniel 
muſt be aſcribed to the Providence of God.” 
They were no ſooner thrown in, than they 
were torn to pieces. 17 | 

Soon after this wonderful deſtruction of 
Daniel's enemies, Darius cauſed proclama- 


tion to be made throughout all his domini- 
[| ons, that His ſubjects ſhould acknowledge 


the God of Daniel as the only true God. 
Daniel having acquired univerſal eſteem, he 
built a magnificent edifice at Ecbatane, the 
capital of Media, which is equally wonder- 
ful for its beauty and ſtrength. This build- 
ing ſtill remains entire, as when firſtereted 
being no way impaired, like other buildings, 
by the injuries of time. It is kept as a monu- 
ment of the kings of the Medes, Perſians, 
and Parthians,” andja Jewiſh ꝓrieſt has, to 
this day the care of it. 


remarkable . circumſtances. . ' Excluſive of 
the gift of prophecy, he was happy in the 
enjoyment of the higheſt reputation both 
With the prince and the people; and his 
writings prove that he was adanitted to the 
immediate converſation of God, who re- 
vealed to him not only future events, but 


the 


foretold misfortunes, by which they made 
enemies both of princes and people; but 


Daniel poſſeſſed the eſteem of both, fronn 
pineſs to 


the good news he had the hap 
reveal. It was alſo univerſally allowed, that 
his predictions were infallible, which may 
be alſo judged from the works which he 

has left us. | | 
Daniel relates, that as he was enjoying 
the air with his friends, at Suſa, the capital 
of Perfia, they were ſuddenly ſurpriſed by 
an earthquake ; on which his friends fled, 
and left him aſtoniſhed on the ground. In 
this ſituation ſomebody ſeemed to touch 
him, bid him riſe, and he ſhould ſee what 
would happen to his countrymen in future 
ages. On his getting up, hea ſaw a ram 
with ſeveral horns, one of which was 
higher than the reſt ; looking n 
2 


| [Boog 


but the enemies of Daniel denied that this 


by the be 
To 


The life of Daniel is pregnant with many 


particular time when theſe events 
| ſhould happen. Other prophets generally 


His eren 
torn to piece 
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b-:held a poat paſſing through the air, 
which attacked the ram, beat him down 
twice, and trod on him. Then a large horn 
gre W from the forehead of the goat, which 
being broke, four more aroſe in its ſtead, 
directed to the four quarters of the Heavens. 
The prophet writes that, from one of theſe 
came forth a ſmall horn, which, on its 
increaſe, was to make war againſt theJews, 
deſtroy Jeruſalem, and aboliſh the cere- 
monies of the temple, and all facrifices, for 
twelve hundred and ninety-ſix days. Daniel 
thus expounds this viſion. The Medes and 
Perſians are intimated by the ram: their 
following kings by the horns, and the laſt 
of their ſovereigns, by the laſt horn, as his 
wealth and power was to exceed the reſt. 
A king of Greece, who ſhould deſtroy the 
Perſian empire, is meant by the. goat. The 
horn on the goat's forehead, means the firſt 
of their kings, and the four budding horns 
their ſucceſſors, who, though not allied to 
them, ſhould divide their dominions: that 
theſe ſhould reign many years, and from 


them a king ſhould ariſe, who ſhould wage 


| 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


[ war againſt the nation of Jews, abrogate 


their laws, ruin their commonwealth, and, 


tor three years, interrupt the worſhip of 


God, and the ceremony of offering up ſa- 
crifices. Under the reign of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, this prophecy was verified. 
Daniel left in writing many wonderful 
predictions relating to the Romans, and the 
deſolation in which they ſhould involve the 
Jews ; and the events tranſpired preciſely 
as foretold. The prophecies of Daniel and 
their accompliſhment are evidences of truth 
infinitely more than ſufficient utterly to 
controvert and confound the impious doc- 
trines of the Epicureans, who deny the ex- 
iſtence of an overruling Providence, and 


|contend, that the world is governed by 


chance; a notion as abſurd as to ſuppoſe a 
{hip without a pilot would be ſafe amidſt 
contending winds and waves, or to detach 
the idea of inevitable deſtruction from a 


chariot and horſes without a driver, furi- 


ouſly travelling amidſt rocks, crags, and 
precipices. j 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


B 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 
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From the Year of the World 3425 to 3635. 


Y 


CHAPTER 1b 


Cyrus reflores the Jews to freedom, and commiſſions his governors and other officers to 
aſſiſt them in rebuilding the city and temple of Feruſalem. 


The Jews re- 
ſtored after 
ſeventy years 
captivity, as 


of Cyrus, and the ſeventieth 
of the captivity of the Jews of 
Babylon, was verified the 


1 


the prophet {© | f a 7 4 
Jeremiah | following prediction, which 
toretold, YASEARYS Jeremiah pronounced previ- 


Ezra i. 1, 2. 
' ** ons to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem: that 


after a bondage of ſeventy years under Ne- 
buchadnezzar and his ſucceſſors, the He- 
brews ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed 1a their 
former ſtate of happineſs, opulence, and 
ſplendour. The Almighty was pleaſed to 
incline Cyrus to diſpatch circular letters 
throughout Aſia, purporting that the God- 
worſhipped by the Iſraelites was that eter- 
nal and Divine Being through whole bounty 
he had been advanced to the throne, and 
that he found himſelf honourably mention. 
ed by the ancient prophets, as the prince 
deſtined to reſtore the Hebrews to their 
former magnificence, and independency, 
Cyrus had peruſed the prophecies of Iſaiah, 


which were written two hundred and ten 


— ——— 


n the fifth year of the reign 


years preceding his birth, containing a re- 


velation from God, that a man named Cy- 
rus, the king of many powerful nations, 
would reſtore the Hebrews to poſſeſſion of 
their native country. This prediction was 
delivered, one hundred and forty ſeven years 
before the deſtruction of the temple. 
Having convened the leading men among 
the Jews in Babylon, Cyrus informed them 
that he would grant paſſports to ſuch of 
their nation as were diſpoſed to return to- 
their native country ; and that they ſhould 
have permiſſion to rebuild the city and 
temple of Jeruſalem ; adding, that he would 
order his governors and other officers on 
the borders of Judea, to provide them with 
gold, filver, and other articles neceſlary 
for the ſtructure of the temple, and alto to 
ſupply them with beaſts for ſacrifice. Im- 
mediately after this proof of the king's 
friendly diſpoſition, the principal men of 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, together 
with the prieſts and Levites, departed for 
Jeruſalem : but rather than relinquiſh the 


poſſeſſions they had obtained, many 8 
the 


III.] 2 
. 
the Jews declined removing from Baby- 


— the people who had accepted the 
ropolal of Cyrus for rebuilding the tem- 
je arived at Jeruſalem, great contributions 

were made in gold, ſilver, horſes and other 

cattle, Numbers attended the ceremony 
of oblations, and the ancient forms of re- 
ligious inſtitutions with as great punctuality 
as was obſerved when the city was firſt 
erected. Cyrus had ſent to Jeruſalem the 
holy veſſels and other utenfils which had 
been taken from the temple, and conveyed 
to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, Mithrida- 
tes+, the king's treaſurer, being charged to 
deliver them to the care of Abaſſar, till the 
temple ſhould be compleated, when he was 
to depoſit them with the prieſts and ma- 
giſtrates. Cyrus addreſſed the following 
ſetter to the governors of Syria. 

Cyrus the king, to Syſina and Saraba- 

8 ſon, greeting. | 

I have given permiſſion for all the 
Jews within my dominions, to return to 


Jeruſalem, and to erect the holy temple on 
the ſpot where that fabric originally ſtood. 
Mithridates, my treaſurer, and Zorobabel, 
overnor of Judea, have my directions to 
Drerintend the ſtructure, and cauſe it to 
be raiſed fixty cubits from the earth, and 
to be of the ſame meaſure in breadth ; the 
walls to be compoſed of three ranges of 
poliſhed ſtone, and one of wood, the produce 
of the. country; and to provide an altar 
for ſacrifice. The whole expence attend- 
ing the above, I ſhall myſelf defray. Mith- 
ridates, my treaſurer, and Zorobabel, 
Prince of Judea, have been commiſſioned 
to reſtore the following holy utenſils, which 
Nebuchadnezzar carried from the temple: 
fifty ewers of gold, and four hundred of 
| filver; fifty golden and four hundred ſilver 
veſſels ; fifty golden water bailes, and five 
bundred of filver ; thirty chalices of gold, 
and three hundred of ſilver ; thirty golden 
and two thouſand four hundred filver phi- 
als, and one thouſand large veſſels of vari- 
ous kinds. It is my pleaſure that they ſhall 
regularly be paid the revenues that were 
formerly enjoyed by their predeceſſors, and 
that they be allowed two hundred and five 


thouſand five hundred drachmas, incon- || 


ſideration of beaſts for ſacrifice, and alſo 
two thouſand five hundred meaſures of 
wheat, in lieu of fine flour. I direct that 
the proviſion above ſpecified ſhall iſſue from 
the tribute of Samaria. Agrecably with 
the law of Moſes the prieſt only are to offer 
up Tactifice ; ahd they are daily to put 
forth prayers for the royal family, and the 
proſperity and happineſs. of the Perſian 


4 — Aa. + "44 wy 4 Pn] 
According to ancient coins, this name ſhould 


o © 
. 

1 

: 


e Mithradatos, as Spanheim has obſerved, 


BY FLAVIUS [JOSEPH bs. 
Empire:  Wheeyer' ſhall preſume to diſd : | 


bey, this my royal proclamatioh, ſhall be 
eondemned to the loſs of life, and the con- 
fiſcation of property.” TIVELY PR OL 
The number of perſons that Cyrus re- 
deemed. from captivity, and that returned” 
to Jeruſalem, was forty two thouſand, four 
hundred and fixty-two, > - + © 


j 40H A) PH; © 
The neighbouring nations, and particularly 
the Chuthites, oppoſe the re-conſlruttion of 
the temple. Upon the death of” Cyrus, 
his fon Cambyſes ſucceeds to the throne. - 
HE Jews exerted every poſſible effort 
in preparations for rebuilding the 
city and temple : but they had made no 
conſiderable progreſs in the undertaking; 
when the neighbouring nations applied to 
to the princes and governors appointed 


to ſuperintend the work, urging them to 


prevent farther proceedings. The moſt 
ſtrenuous oppoſers of the project were the 
Chuthites, a people, who, as we have be- 


Sg fo ] 5 1 PY J 
their own country, to rebuild the city of || re related, after his expulſion of the 


Jews, Salmanazar, king of Aſſyria, eſta- 
bliſhed in Samaria. By the force of bribes. 


and the promiſe of further gratifications, 


the commiſſioners were prevailed with to 
negle& carrying the orders of Cyrus into 
eftect, of which he was entirely ignorant; 
being then engaged in the proſecution of 


a war againſt the Maſſagetes, in which he 


loſt his life. | 


Upon the death of Cyrus“, his ſon Cam- teas os . 


byſes ſucceeded to the throne. The Syri- 


death of Cy- 
rus, Cambyſes 


ans, Phonicians, Ammonites, Moabites, becomes Ling. 


and Samaritans, cauſed a remonſtrance; 
under the ſignature of Rathymus, hiſtory- 
ſecretary ; Semelius, the ſcribe; and the 
magiſtrates of Phœnicia and Syria, to be 
preſented to Cambyſes, ſetting forth, that 
the Jews lately returned from Babylon were 
employed in rebuilding their city, the de- 
ſtruction of which was a juſt puniſhment 
for their ſeditious practices; that if they 
were permitted to proceed, they would no 


ſooner be in poſſeſſion of power, than they 


would diſclaim all obedience, having. ever 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves as avowed ene 
mies to monarchical government, and 'cut 


off all communication with Cœle- Syria; 
and therefore ſupplicating the king to coun» 


termand their operations, . 
„„ SP 


Cambyſes interrupts the:progreſs of the build- 


ing. His. death. The adminiſtration of 
government” inveſted in the Magi. The 
crown deſcends to Dariu . 


ei den nel 13H Gl 47 3NVITEED 
HE remonſtrance relating to; the re- 


| . 1 i | 
ſtoratian of the city and temple ex- 


8 In Scripture this kingsis called Artexd res. 


tremely 
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tremely irritated Cambyſes, who was na- 
turally of a-tyrannical, haughty, and vin- 


dictive diſpoſition. He returned the fol- 


lowing anſwer : 


King CAMBYsEs fo RATHYMUS, hrs Hi 
toriographer, SEMEL1Us, the ſcribe, and 
the reſt of the people of Samaria and Phœ- 
nicia, greeting. 

J have canſed the records of former 
times to be examined, and have found your 
repreſentations reſpecting the city of Jeru- 
ſalem to be founded on good authority. 


'The Jews appear ever to have been a vin- 


dictive, turbulent people, naturally diſpoſed 


to rebellion, and their kings in the laſt ex- 


treme vexatious and tyrannical in the impo- 
ſition of taxes. On theſe conſiderations I 
command that you exert your utmoſt pow- 
er to prevent the re-conſtructing of the 
City ; for, in proportion to the increaſe of 
power among theſe people, will the ſpirit 
of ſedition revive ; and as they have revolt- 
ed againſt former ſovereigns, dere is the 


greateſt reaſon to apprehend that they will 


audaciouſly oppoſe the authority of the 
preſent government.” 


' Rathymus and Semelius immediately took 


Cambyſes 
ſtops the 
work, 

x Edras, II. 
25, &c. 


horſe, and, attended by an immenſe con- 


courſe of people, repaired to Jeruſalem, and 


put a ſtop to the progreſs of the building, 


which remained in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe for ing day, and aſſuming the ſeat of juſtice, 


about nine years; the undertaking not 
being renewed till the ſecondyear of the 
reign of Darius, king of Perſia. 


Upon his return from the conqueſt of 


Egypt, after he had reigned ſix years, 


Darius 
elected king. 


Cambyſes died in the city of Damaſcus. 
The government was transferred to the 
Magi, who held the adminiſtration one 
year, at the expiration of which period, 
Darius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpes, was advanced 
to the throne by the Septrapœ, or the heads 
of the ſeven principal Perſian families, and 


the unanimous ſuffrages of the people. 


CH AP. IV. 


Zorobabel obtains the permiſſion of Darius to 


rebuild the city and temple, and the work 
i compleated in ſeven years. 


EFORE his advancement to the 


throne, Darius made a ſolemn vow, | 


that, if it ſhould ever prove his fortune to 
exerciſe the powers of ſovereignty in Baby- 
lon, he would reſtore the holy veſſels that 
had been taken from Jeruſalem. Soon after 
Darius ha been elected king, Zorobabel, 
the captain or ſuperintendant of the Jewiſh 


captives, who had long lived in habits of 


friendſhip and intimacy with him, repaired 


to Babylon, and was appointed to an office | 


of high honour and truſt in the royal houſ- 


held. 


— 


| 


In the firſt year of his reign, Dari 
a magnificient entertainment to his princi- 
pal officers, the princes and nobility of th 
Medes and Perſians, and the governors of 
one hundred and twenty-ſeven of his pro- 
vinces ſituated between India and Etheor ia, 
After his gueſts had retired, the king, after 
a ſhort repoſe, and finding that he was not 
again diſpoſed to fleep, engaged in conver. 
lation with Zorobabel, and two other off. 
cers equally diſtinguiſhed by his favour and 
confidence. He taid, that to the man who 
ſhould give the moſt ſatisfactory ſolution 
of the queſtions he had to propoſe, he 
would grant the privilege of wearing a pur- 
ple robe, drinking from a golden cup, 
llecping upon a bed of gold, riding in 2 
chariot with a golden harneſs, wearing a 
ſilken tiara“, with a golden chain, poſſeſſing 
a place next inferior to his own in the coun. 
cil, and being honoured as one of royal 
deſcent. The king then propoſed the fol. 
lowing four queſtions. 


us ga ve 


the ſtrength of kings? What can ſurpaſs 
the power women? Can any thing have a: 


ſtronger influence than the force of truth? U.. 
Upon the receipt of the above mandate, || 


efiring the officers to ruminate upon theſe 
propoſitions the king retired. | 


The following morning Darius aſſembled 
the Medes and Perſians, his 1 and 


others who had been his gueſts the preced- 
he called upon Zorobabel and the other two 
officers to give their expoſitions of the queſ- 
tions he had propoſed to them. 


(Pour | 


ö 5 What is more Daus 
powerful than wine ? Can any thing exceed poſe b 


queſlions ty 
his offices, 


Edtu, Ill. 


The firſt who ſpoke contended in favour 71, yu | 
of the iuperjority of the power of wine; vie, . Wi 


ſaying, It diſturbs the nderſtanding, re- 
duces the moſt potent monarch to the im- 
becility of an infant, gives liberty to the 


ſlave, and puts a beggar upon an equality 


with a prince; it chears and elevates the 
miſerable, diſcharges debts, relieves every 
neceſlity, renders the villain fearleſs of the 


authority of kings, and prompts men to 


treat their deareſt friends as their moſt in- 
veterate enemies: when ſleep has diſſipat- 


ed the effects of wine, a man has no te- 


collection of what paſſed while he was in a 
ſtate of intoxication. © For theſe reaſons, I 
conceive the operation of wine to be the 
moſt powerful.” 2 3 

« It cannot be diſputed (ſaid the ſecond 


officer) that the Almighty has created man 


ſo far the maſter of all ſublunary things as 
to apply them to whatever purpoſes his in- 
clinations may direct. As all earthly crea- 
tures are ſubſervient to men; ſo kings have 
an authority over men themſelves. The 
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This was à rich ornament for the head, worn by 


emperors, kings, and great perſonages among the 
eaſtern people. | 


| 


- ſqyereign 


be. IV.) 


ſyereign of theſe ſovereigns of the creation 
muſt be allowed an indiſputable ſuperiority. 
gubjects willingly expoſe themſelves to the 
moſt imminent dangers of war, and even 
contend with nature herſelf, in obedience 
to the command of their prince, to whom 
devolves the whole honour and profit of vic- 
tory. The huſbandman with unremittin 
toil cultivates the earth; and his firſt duty 
is to ſupply the king's ſtores with- the pro- 
Juce of his grounds. Thus, while. the 
cople are fighting and working for him, 
the ſovereign indulges in all the luxuries 
of abundance, ſecurity and eaſe : he ſleeps 
ſurrounded by his guards, who dare not 
cloſe their eyes while their maſter enjoys 
his repoſe; and no other concerns muſt 
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the perfection of juſtice and truth, and that 
truth, againſt which nothing can ultimate- 
Iy prevail, ſurpaſſes every other power: 
Truth alone is im mutable; and the advan- 
tages we derive from it, are pure and eter- 
nal.“ 5 BI 0334 a 9a 

The auditors unanimouſly approved, and 
highly applauded the ſentiments of Zoro- 


- 11 


ority of his underſtanding, the king ſaid, 
he ſhould poſſeſs the firſt place in his eſ- 
teem, be next in honour to himſelf, and 
adopted as a branch of the royal family. 

Availing himſelf of the favourable op- 
portunity now afforded him, Zorobabel cal- 
led to the recollection of Darius the vow. 
he had made, that if ever he ſhould enjoy 


babel ; and in conſideration of his ſuperi- 


the ſovereignty, he would rebuild the city . 


and temple of Jeruſalem, and make reſti- building the * 
tution of the ſacred veſſels and witenfils feiz- ©'7 _ : 
ed and taken to Babylon by Nebuchadhez- 5. Pg 
zar. Darius iſſued orders to his officers to 


interrupt that ſlavery of attendance to which 
they are indiſpenſably bound. What power 
then, can exceed that of the man to whom 
the public pays ſuch implicit obedience? 
Zorobabel now argued in the following 


Ababel's 


tn. 13 


neither be brought into exiſtence, or ſup- 


gratulate ourſelves in the opportunity of 


uſe op- 4 mer TOE: 2007, 
& over manner upon the power of women and 


auen ana tru th : 


« Neither the force of wine, nor 
the power of ' princes,” who bind the mul- 
titude in a common bond of allegiance, can 
be denied; but women have inconteſtibly 
the ſuperiority. Before the king, the mo- 
ther of rhe king exiſted; kings are the 
gifts of women; women are alſo the mo- 
thers and nurſes of thoſe by whom the 
vineyards are. cultivated ; they direct our 
domeſtic concerns, provide neceſſary and 
ornamental coverings for our bodies; and 
they are ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that we can 


—_— 
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port life, without them. When a beauti- 
ful woman is before us, we diſregard gold 
and filver, or eſteem them only as being 
the means of obtaining poſſeſſion of the be- 
loved object. The charms of women ſe- 
duce us to abandon our country, relations, 
and deareſt friends, and attach ourſelves 
wholly to them. When we have explor- 
ed the ſea and land for things moſt valu- 
able and curious in nature, do we not con- 


preſenting our acquiſitions to a favourite 


miſtreſs? Frequently have I ſeen the king 


condeſcend to receive a blow on the face from 
his concubine Apame, daughter of Rabep- 
ſaces Themaſinus ! She has taken the dia- 
dem from his head, and placed it on her 
own ; and dreading to give her offence; he 
has accommodated himſelf to her caprices, 
and yielded to her various humours. . ,But 
neither women nor kings mult be put in com- 
petition with the power of truth. Con- 
ſideting the aſtoniſhing magnitude of the 
earth, the elevation of the Heavens, the 
wonderful rapidity. of the ſun's motion; 
and that the whole is governed by the Di- 


vine Providence, it muſt follow, as. 4 ne- 


ecilary confequence, that the Almighty is 


eſcort Zorobabel and his companions to Jes 
ruſalem, and aſſiſt them in reconſtructing 
the temple. He alſo diſpatched mandates - 
to the magiſtrates of Phœnſcia and Syria, 
commanding them to provide carriages for 
conveying cedar from Mount Libanus, and 
to unite their beſt endeavours for forward 
ing the ſtructure. He not only contribut- 

ed fifty talents towards the building, but 


alſo provided ſacerdotal veſtments, and or- 


gans to accompany the voices of the Le- 
vites, commanding the Edomites, Samari- 
tans, and people of Cœle. Syria, to reſtore. 
the lands taken from the Jews, whom he 


exempted from the payment of all kinds of 
He appointed a portion of land for 
the ule of the officers of the city and temple ; 


taxes. 


and, in ſhort, fulfilled all the intentions-of 
Cyrus in favour of the Hebrew nation. 
Zorobabel expreſſed grateful acknow-. 


ledgments to Heaven for the favours he had 


received from the king, and fervently. pray- 
ed for the ſucceſs of the propoſed 'under- 
taking. He then repaired to his country- 


lieved from bondage; | whereupon . they 


joined in thankſgivings to God; and after 


that ſolemnity, they celebrated the period 
of their deliverance by a public rejoicing for 
ſeven days. | „ 23 24-1" EW 


tion to Jeruſalem, attended by the convoy 


| appointed by Darius, were ſelected by the 


principals of the different tribes, ho pro- 
vided carriages, horſes, and other beaſts 


of burden for the women and children. 
The firſt in the proceſſion were perſons 


playing upon eympals and other. inſttu⸗ 


ments g chey were followed by four mil- 
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nu uber of fews who returnd from the captivity of 


3 X lion 


men in Babylon, and communicated: to 
them the joyful intelligence of being re- 


Thoſe who were to go upon the expedi< 


he account Joſephus here gives: us; of the 
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lion fix hundred and twenty-eight thouſand, || being enemies to the Jews, and ineli ned to 
ſelected from the tribes of Judah and Ben- obſtruct all their operations. Na 
jamin, being upwards of twelve years of || At this time, 7 to the inſtitution 
age. After theſe came four thouſand and of Maſes, occurred the feaſt of the taher. 
ſeventy Levites ; and a promiſcuous myl- || nacles ; and that ſolemnity was fellowed 
titude of women and children, to the by daily oblations, the ſaccifice of the ſab- 
number of forty thouſand, ſeven hundred || baths, and of the new moons, and other 
and forty-two. Of the ſtock of the Le- holy feſtivals. From the firſt day of the 
vites there were a hundred and twenty. || ſeventh month, the 1 05 continued to 
eight ſingers, and a hundred and ten porters; repair to Jeruſalem, for the purpoſe of dif. 
and of others that ſerved and aſſiſted in the charging ſuch vows. as they had bound 
ſanctuary, three hundced and twenty-two. || themſelves to perform. 

There were alſo fix hundred and fifty-two}| The building was now commenced, and The ü 
that called themſelves Iſraclites, but could || immenſe ſums were expended among the Wut! 
not prove their extraction. There were Various artificers, and in making the n * 


A 


&= tation, Ean 


A general 


others that had taken wives whoſe gene- 
alogy could not be made out, either from 
the Levitical or ſacerdotal records ; and 
theſe were accounted unqualified for the 
holy function, to the number of five hun- 
dred and twenty five. The men and wo- 
men chaunting hymns and facred ſongs 
were two hundred and forty-five. The 
number of domeſtics in the proceſſion. was 
eſtimated at ſeven thouſand, three hundred 
and thirty-ſeven. There were four hun- 
dred and thirty-five camels, and five hun- 


dred and twenty-five other labouring 


beaſts. 4 

The people were led to this expedition by 
Zorobabel, the ſon of Salathiel, who be- 
longed to the tribe of Judah, and was de- 
ſcended in the line of David: Jeſus, the 
ſon of Joſedec, was the high-prieſt : and 
Mardochæus and Serebæus, whom the 
tribes had elected to ſhare in the command, 
contributed one hundred Minas of gold. 


and five hundred of filver|}, towards the 


expences of the expedition. The Jews 
who choſe to remain in Babylon followed 
the proceſſion to ſome diſtance on the road 
to Jeruſalem, but gradually forming them- 
ſelves into. ſmall parties, they returned to 


their ſeveral places of reſidence. 


Zorobabel, the leader, and Jeſus, the 


aſſembly in- hjigh-prieſt, in the ſeventh month after the 


ployed in the conveyance of materials. The 
det liberally aſſiſted in the undertak- 
ing; they conveyed vaſt numbers of cedar 
planks from Libanus, and framed a great 
number of boats, which they removed to 
the port of Joppa, agrecable to the direi. 
ons of Cyrus, which Darius. confirmed and 
ordered to be carried into execution. 


compleated in the ſecond month of the 
ſecond year after the return of .the Jews, 
they began to raiſe the ſuperſtructure on 


the firſt day of the third month ; the di- 


rection of the work being entruſted to ſuch 
of the Levites as were twenty yea:s of age 
and upwards, Jeſus, the high-prizit, his 
{uns and brothers, Zolimiel, and others, who 
executed their ſeveral commiſſions with 
ſuch induſtry that a progreſs was made in 
the undertaking greatly ſuperiot to the moſt 
ſanguine expectations. od ae 

A conſiderable advancement being made 
in the building, the piieſts habited in ſa- 


muſical inſtruments, repaired to the temple, 
and being. joined by. the Levites and the 
ſons of Aſaph, ſeveral hymns, compoſed by 
David to the honour of God, were ſung. 


ied at Je- . ! a f 
3 Jews had retired from Babylon, iſſued or- || magnificence of the former ſtructute, with 
Ul. 1. 


ders for an aſſembly of the people in Jeru- 
falem. Theſe orders being chearfully 
complied with, an altar was erected, ac- 


cording to the inſtitution of Moſes, on the 


ſpot where the altar had ſtood in former times. 


Hereupon, the inhabitants of the neigh- | 
bouring countries were greatly offended, | 


4 as 
— ** 


loud exclamations lamented. the great in- 
feriority of the new temple : but thoſe wao 
had not beheld the former, and were con- 
ſequently incapable of making compariſon, 
were perfectly ſatisfied. | ; 
Finding that the Jews were employed in 
rebuilding the temple, great numbers of 


8 


| 


— 
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Babylon, ſeems to be ſwelled beyond the bounds 
of probability. Neither in 1 Ezr. ii. nor in Eſdr. v. 
where both the names and numbers of all the fa- 
milies that returned are particularly recounted, does 
the ſum total amount to any thing near what he here 
afrms them to have been. 

1 The Hebrew Mina of gold weighed one pound, 
one ounce, thirteen pennyweights, eighteen grains; 
and its value in gold was fifty four pounds fifteen 
ſhillings ; an hundred therefore, muſt weigh an hun - 


dred and fourteen pounds, fifteen pennyweights ; 
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and in value, amount to five thouſand four, hundred, 
ſeventy-five pounds. | 

| An Hebrew Mina of ſilver weighed two pounds, 
three ounces, ſeven pennyweights, twelve grains 3 
and was in value fix pounds, ſixteen ſhillings and 
ten pence halfpenny ; tive thouſand therefore, muſt 
weigh eleven thouſand four hundred and fix pounds 
three ounces ; and in valu: amounted to thirty four 
thouſand, two hundred «nd eighteen pounds, fifteen 
ſhillings Engliſh mongy. | 


| the 


ceſſary proviſions for thoſe Who were em- i u. 9 l 


The foundation of the temple being 


cerdotal veſtments, and provided with 


Such of the prieſts, Levites, and others, 
who had been witneſſes of the wonderful 


Chaes and 
4h423005 


{the pro 
pelüng. 


that if th 


The decres 
Cyrus in 
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the $arnaritans applied to Zorababel, ſoli- 


leating the fabric, alledging, that be formed: by three ranges of 


| liſhed 
from the time of being tranſplanted into || marble, and one range of wood; the pro- 


that country by Salmanazar, they had prac- ||duce of the country; that the ſacred veſ- 


tiſed the Jewiſh mode of worſhip. ' + They || (els taken into Babylon, by Nebuchadnez= 
pe- ||zar ſhould” be reſtored; that Abaſſar, go- 


were informed, that people had been 


g ere fare; and chat an altar ſhould be conſtruct - 
citing that they might be permitted to affiſt | ed within the edifice ; that the walls ſhould 
in comp 


1 
* 
, 


culiarly appointed both by Cyrus and || vergor of Sytia, and others, ſhould be ap- | 


Darius for . proſecuting 


the undertaking, 
and therefore their 


pointed to f 


indiſcriminately allowed do all perſons who |} other- article which the prieſts ſhould judge 
were diſpoted to worſhip the true God. || neceſſary; that theſe commiſſioners ſhould 
Diſguſted by this refuſal, * the Samaritans not remain in Jeruſalem, but leave the 
inſtigated the Syrians to renew the efforts | work. to be executed by the ſervants of the 
they had made in the reigns of Cyrus and Lord; that the priefts ſhould put forth 


Cambyſes for obſtructing the work. Sifines; 
governor of Syria and Phœnicia, Saraba- 
zanes, and others, repaired to Jeruſalem, 
and demanded of the principal people, what 


obſerving, that from the thickneſs: of the 
building had rather the appearance of a 
caſtle than a temple. Zorobabel and Jeſus 
replied, that Cyrus, king of Perfia and Baby- 
lon, had ordered the temple'to be rebuilt, 
and the veſtels and donatives taken away 
by Nebuchadnezzar to be reſtored ; adding, 
ey thought proper to apply to 
Darius on the ſubject, he would permit 
them to inſpect certain records, which 


would confirm the truth of their aſſertion. 


The Jews, however, were apprehenſive, 
that at the inſtance of the Syrians, Darius 
might be induced to revoke his orders: 
but the prophets Haggai +' and Zacharias 
aſſured them, that they were authoriſed by 
divine revelation to declare, that 'the un- 
dertaking would continue to receive the 
favour and protection of the Almighty. 
Thus encouraged, the people laboured with 
untemitting diligence to bring the fabric 
to a ſtate of completion. The Samaritans 
wrote to Darius, complaining of the forti- 
fications of Jeruſalem, and ſtating that the 
Jews were erecting a building there which 
reſembled a citadel rather than a p of 
worſhip, and obſerved that theſe works 
could not be intended for the ſervice of the 
king, to whom they cauſed to be ſhewn, 
an epiſtle written by Cambyſes, who there 
interdicted the proſocution of the plan, as 
being highly injurious to the public. Here- 
upon, Darius ordered the royal archives to 
be examined; and at Ecbatane, a caſtle in 
Media, a book was found containing the 
following record: In the firſt year of 
the reign of king Cyrus, it was command- 
ed, that the holy temple of Jeruſalem 
ſhould be rebuilt, the height to be fixty 
cubits, and the breadth of the ſame mea- 
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Or, Aggæus. 
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fupplications for the proſperity of the king 


| uperintend the ſtructure, and; 
requeſt could not be | from the taxes of the province, to furniſh. 
complied with; but that acceſs would be victims for facrifice, wine, oil, and every 


and people; that whoever ſhould dare to 


act in oppoſition to theſe commands ſhould 
be condemned to be hanged, and his ef- 


ei authority they had for their proceedings, fects to be confiſcated ; and that, as a 


puniſhment for his impiety, he would be 


is z. walls and the ſtrength of the gates, the || truck by a ſevere and inſtant judgment 


from Hegven.”” | 

Upon diſcovery of the above record, 
Darius wrote to Sifines and his colleagues 
to the following effect by; 2 5 


% King DAR1vs to SISINES, maſter of the 
horſe; SARABAZANES, and other MA- 


 G1STRATES, greeting. 


e tranſinit you the copy of a letter ex- 
tracted from the records of Cyrus, and it 


here to the directions therein contained.” 


determined to unite their endeavours to- 
wards coinpleating the edifice; and with 


cuted that in the ſpace of ſeven years it was 
entirely finiſhed. Oa the .twenty-thicd 


day of the eleventh month, which the He- 
brews call Adar, and the Macednians Dy- 


is my royal command, that you ſtrictly ad- 


ſuch induſtry this undertaking was proſe- 


ſtrus, and in the ninth Jour of the reign o 


Darius, a ſolemn facri f a 
hundred bulls, two hundred rams, fout 
hundred lambs, and twelve goats, as a 
ſin-offering, in gratitude for the delivet- 
ance. of the ten tribes from captivity in 
Babylon, and. the reſtoration of the holy 
ceremonials ot Religion in a new temple. 
Galleries were erected round the temple, 


and the prieſts and Levites appointed por- 
ters to attend the different gates. 

Upon the fourteenth day of the firſt 
month, the Jews aſſembled in Jeruſalem, 
and, after the example of their anceſtors, 
celebrated the feaſt of unleavened bread, 


ce was made of an 


with a purity of «zeal becoming that 


The Jews now eſtabliſh an ariſtocracy in 


Jeruſalem 
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In conſequence of this letter, Siſines, The temple 
161 SE | : "24.1 1 4 dd! tf . finiſhed, f 
and the others to Whoim it was addreſſed, Edras vii. IE 
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Jeruſalem, the | adminiſtration. being veſt- | At this time, Joachim, the fon of Jehu, 
| ed in the high-prieſt;till theAſmonnean fam- || was high-prieſt ; but the high- prieſt of 
ily reſtored the monarchical ſormof govern- the Jews refident_1n Babylon, was Eſdras, 
ment. Previous to their bondage in Baby- a man particularly conver ſant in the laws 
lon, the Jews lived under the government of Moſes, and held in univerſal eſteem on 
of kings from the days of Saul and David, account ↄf his fighteoufneſs and virtue: 
being à petiod of five hundted and thirty- || Eſdras being defirous of going to Jerſoalem 
two years, fix months and ten days; and || and taking with him to that city a number 
indeed the ſame ſyſtem. of government ſub of the Babylonian Jews, -he: requeſted: the 
ſiſted before, notwithſtanding the powers king to gtant him a recommendatory letter 
of adminiſtration were lodged, with officers to the-governors of Syria. :Xerxes accorg. 
called judges, who preſided upwards | of || ingly wrote a letter to Eſdras, permitting the 
five hundred years after the deceaſe of Mo- departure of himſelf and his companions, 
ſes and ſoſuunumnn. [[and ordering their countrymen throughout 
The Samaritans, who were a rich and || Babylon, to contribute towards the purchaſe 
powerful pebple,' claimed an alliance with ot ſacrifices, and for ſuch guld and ſilvet 
the Perſians, and greatly valued themſelves veſſels as might be demeed neceſſary. This 


on that account; they were of ac haughty letter directed the governors of - Syria and 1 
and malignant diſpoſition, and proved ex- Phœnic ia to ſupply Eſdras with whatever 1 
ceedingly vexatious to the Jews, continu- be might have occaſion for, and that an . 
ally complaining of the taxes demanded hundred cores“ of wheat ſhould be dedi- WW 
for ſacrifices, and - exerting their utmolt || cated to God, according to the proviſion of | r 
endeavours to harraſs and annoy them. The || the law, The magiſtrates were interdicteq Mi 


Jews deputed Zorobabel and four others from accepting any gratuities from the 
to preſent a memorial againſt the Samarl- || pr ieſts, - Levites, fingers, porters, or other 
tans to Darius, who having read the, ac- || perſons, belonging to the temple. By the 
cuſation, charged the commiſſionets with || tetter authority was given to Efdras to 
the following letter: appoint judges to preſide over Syria and 
a JI ||Phenicia, and he was directed to inſtruct 
King D Aklus to TAN AR and SAMBABA, | the ignorant ſo that they might underſtand 
maſters of our horſe at Samaria; SADRACK all tranſgreſſions either againſt the laws of 
Bot Lon, and their countrymen, greeting. God, or the commands of the king, would 
nin ret ET „„ be puniſhed with death, or pecuniary fines 
„ Whereas I am given to underſtand as, the nature of the offence might require. 
Having returned thanks to God for the 
Samaritans on the part of. the Jews, that you king's bounty, Eſdras aſſembled the Jews bench 
wr hon mfr ſtand accuſed of interrupting and diſ- in Babylon, and read to them the letter, of re te 
Jews: © . Couraging the rebuilding of the temple, || Which he ſent copies to the Jews in Media, _—_ 
and of refuſing to bear your part in the|| Letaining the original in his on poſſeſſion, 
charge of the facrifices, which by my The goodneſs of the king to Eſdras fur- 
order and command you ought to have niſhed matter of agreeable ſurpriſe to the 
\ done : this is to will and require you upon people, many of whom packed up their 
the ſight of this letter, forthwith to ſupply || Property, and repaired to Babylon with a 
them out of my treaſury in Samaria with View to return to Jeruſalem ;_ while others 
whatſoever they ſhall want for the uſe of choſe to remain in their old habitations : 
their facrifices' and worſhip,” to the end] and this accounts for two tribes only being 
that they may offer up daily prayers and found in Aſia and Europe, under the Ro- 
oblations, both for myſelf and for my man emperor. The other ten tribes are 
people.” POO EET - © || fituated beyond the Euphrates, where their 
* CHA . numbers are increaſed almoſt beyond cre- 


. "Ie bt, dibility. Thoſe who choſe to return into 
Xerxes, ſulececds Darius, and at the Interceſ- || their own country, were appointed to aſ- 


ien of Ejaras grants favours" to the fetos. ſemble at the Euphrates, where having 
\. Edras dies. Nebemiab obtains the per- held a ſolemn. faſt for three days, and of- 
muſſian of Xerxes to rebimld tbe walls of || fered prayers for the ſucceſs of their ex- 
Jeruſal en. f pedition, they: departed on the twelfth day 
"'TPON' the death of Daffds, his fn || of: the, firſt month; reached Jeruſalem 
Xerxes ſucceeded to the throne, and in the fifth month, and of the ſeventh year 

nis conduct proved that lie Was as,zealouſly of the reign of Xerxes. Oa his arrival, 


Darius re- 1 + | . | | 
proves. the "BY Zorobabel, Ananias, and Mardochzus, 


r 
W 


diſpoted to "favour the Jews an promote || Eſdras delivered fix hundred and fifty tal- 
their religion as his predeceffot bad been. cats of {ilverF},; achundred talents of filver 
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* A Chore was the ſame as 5 i and cons || fixty-.thouaud. te hundred pints Engt#h. 
tained about;fix N e bre Eugliſh pints ; . + An hundred: nd fifty talents weighed leventy 
an | hundyed Chores therefore "muſt amount toll four thouſand one hundred and forty pounds, 25 
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veſſels t twenty talents of golden veſſels, 9 Eſdras publiſnhed a proclamation For the 
and twelve] talents of fine braſs, more }| Jews that had returned from captivity" to 
valuable than gold, to the prieſts who took || aſſemble in Jeruſalem, on the penalty of 
care of the holy treaſure, being the gifts || excommunication; and the forfeiture of 
of the king and his friends, and ſuch - of their effects to the holy treaſuryi Oni the 
the Iſraclites as till remained in Babylon. || twentieth day of the ninth monthz;rwhich 
Having diſcharged his commiſſion, Eſdras, || the Hebrews call Thebeth, and the Ma- 
| in behalf of the whole people of Iſrael, cedonians Apelleus, the tribes of Judah 
q made an oblation of twelve bulls as a and Benjamin met, and when they had ſta- 
| burnt-offering, and twelve goats as a 'ſin || tioned themſelves in the upper part of the 
offering, Eſdras having delivered the || temple; Efdras addreſſed himſelf to them 
king's letter to the officers of Syria and faying, the diſmiſſion of the ſtrange wives 
Phenicia, in compliance with the 5 * they had married was the only meanss 
ſitions it contained, the Iſtaelites were ſup- whereby they could obtain forgiveneſs f 
plied with Whatever their occaſions re- that atrocious fin. They unanimouſly ac- A teſolution 
quired, cd. [ qAuieſced in this propoſal ; obſerving. how- u 56 turn 
| _ Eſdras was now greatly afflicted upon ever, that, as the offenders were numerous *. — wien 
n learning that ſome of the prieſts and Le- the ſeaſon extremely cold, and the matter and children 
git doſe vites had eſpouſed foreign women, ſo that, || in queſtion of high importance, it would 11 159; 
nme in direct violation of the law, the facerdo- || proper to allow time for deliberate conſi . 
Wo. tal race was confounded with the laity. || deration. Upon this, it was ageet! that Na 
ja. ire 80 poignant was his forrow upon this oc- [|a commiſſion of enquiry ſhould be inſtitut- 
An * caſion, that he rent his garments, tore the || ed, conſiſting of à ſelect number of the 
hair from his head and beard, and caſt ||elders, and other principal men, who 
himſelf upon the earth in a ſtate of total were innocent of the alledged erime, for 
deſpondency ; for ſo great a number of|| the purpoſe of making a report of thoſe 
conſiderable perſons had tranſgreſſed in the || who were to be conſidered as delinquents. 
manner abovementioned, ' that he enter- || The examination commenced on the firſt 
tained no hope of being able to prevail day of the tenth month, and continued till 
upon them to abandon their wives and chil- || the firſt day of the month following, when 
dren. Such of the people as held the laws || it appearing that numbers of the relations 
of God in veneration aſſembled round him, || of Jeſus, the high-prieſt, as well as other 
to ſympathize in his ſorrows, and entreat || prieſts, Leyites and Iſraelites, were in- 
his mediation with Heaven, leſt the whole || yolved in a common tranſgreſſion, they 
nation of the Iſraelites ſnould be puniſhed || immediately . diſowned and abandoned 
for the crimes of certain individuals. At || their wives and children, from a principle 
length; the good man aroſe, and fervently of reſpect and veneration to the law. Af- 
addreſſed himſelf to God, imploring par- ter this, an oblation of rams was made 'as 
don for thoſe who had ſo heinouſly offend- a peace offering; and it was acknowledged, 
ed againſt his holy laws, in intermarrying || that the regulation for the reſtraint of mar- 
with foreign women. While he was pro- [riages, which Eſdras had revived, ſhould 
nouncing this prayer, Jechonias, a man of be adhered to by the {preſent generation 
diſtinction, brought to him an account of || and their poſterity. Pg et 
all the perſons who had offended in the The feaſtof tabernacles having commenc- 
manner abovementioned, ' recommending || ed, and the people being aſſembled in that 
him 'to propoſe an oath, purporting that || part of the temple fronting the eaſt, Eſdras; 
the Jews ſhould ' repudiate their ſtrange [| at their deſire, ſtood in the midſt of them; 
wives, and abandon the children of their and read the law of God, which ſervice 
impious marriages, and that puniſhment || continued from morning till noon; to the 
ſhould be inflicted upon thoſe who refuſed ||great inſtruction of the audience, who 
concurrence therein. In compliance with learnt the laws of truth and uprightneſs 
this advice, he adminiſtered the oath; and and were taught to reflect on the fate of 
then retired to the apartment of Johanan, their forefathers, in conſequence of the 
the ſon of Eliaſhib, where, on account of || violation of thoſe laws the obſervance 
his exceſlive grief, he remained the whole || of which would have enſured their hap- 
day without receiving any refreſhment; - pineſs. This reflection occaſioned the con- 


104 — 1 

* " £ » _ * ” { ug P, ”_ S* 44 , 0 

1 4 * 3 q ” 2 + © 4 LELSE 4 me <4 rennt Wo — 1 Aer 1 1311 18 

* f - , £ —_ 2 —_— F * : E 
\ | — 


dunces, and ten penny weight, and their value in ||dred and eighteen fpounds, * fiftcen' "ſhillings, 
filver amounted to two hundred and twenty two $ Twenty talents weighed two thouſand two 
thouſand, four hundred and twenty one pounds, hundred and eighty gne pounds, three ounces, and 
ſeyenteen ſhillings; and fix: penſe. II their value in gold was an hundred and nine thou⸗ 
t An hundred talents, weighed eleven [thouſand | [ſand five hundred pounds 
four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces, and a- Twelve talents weighed: thirteen thouſand fix 
mounted in value to thirty four thouſand two hun- hundred and eighty nine pounds. 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


| 


gtegation to weep ; which being obſerved 
by Eſdras, he ſaid their expreſſions of ſor- 
row were a kind of prophanation of the 
feſtival whichvit was their duty to cele- 
brate with chearfulneſs; and exhorted 
them not to make their repentance a more 


ſevere mortification than was neceſſary to 


ſecure them againſt future miſconduct. 
In compliance with this advice, the people 
paſſed eight days in feaſting and rejoicing, 
and then returned to their reſpective habi- 
tations, after exprefling their gratitude to 


The death of Eſdras for the reformation he had intro- 


Eſdras. 


The death of 


Nehemiah 


cup-bearer to the high-prieſt, who 


Xerxes, Ne- 
hemiah ii. 1. 


was fucceeded by his 


ſon Eliaſhibs 
Among the Jewiſh captives 


walking near Suſa, the capital of Perſia, 
heard ſome people converſing in Hebrew; 
on which he aſked them whence they 
came. They ſaid from Judea, and on his 
enquiring reſpeCting the ſtate of Jeruſalem, 
they ſaid the walls were deſtroyed, the 


country expoſed to' the inroads of the ene- 


Ways. Nehemiah- wept at theſe misfor- | 
tunes, and lifting up 


my, the people carried into captivity, and 
numberleſs dead bodies left on the high- 


his eyes to heaven, 
exclaimed, * When, O God, ſhall thy 
people ceaſe to be oppreſſed, and expoſed 
to the. inſults of others?” While Nehemiah 


was thus lamenting, a perſon informed 


bim that the king was going to ſupper; and 


he haſtened to attend his duty. After ſup- 
8 the king obſerving the eountenance of 

is attendant to be expreffive of melancho- 
ly, enquired into the cauſe of his dejec- 


tion; when, after a ſhort ejaculatory 1 2 


er, that God would favour the purpoſe 
had in view, he exclaimed, Alas Sir, can 


falem, the place of my nativity, is reduced 
to a heap of rubbiſh ; the tombs of my 
anceſtors violated, and the aſhes of the 


dead ſacrilegiouſly prophaned. Permit me 


Nehemiah 


ets leave of 


erxes to aſ- 
fiſt in the re- 


pairing of the 
City and tem- 


ple, Nehe- 
miah ii. 6, 


to implore your royal permiſſion to go to 
Jeruſalem, and yield my aſſiſtance in re- 
pairing the temple and city.“ The king 
granted his requeſt ; and on the following 
day delivered to him letters to Sadeus, go- 
vernor of Syria, Phœnicia, and .Samaria, 
wherein he was commanded. to treat the 
bearer with kindneſs and reſpect, and ſup- 
ply him with whatever his neceſſities might 
require. He firſt went to Babylon, and 
from thence, accompanied by a conſiderable 
number of Jews, to Jeruſalem, 


where he arrived in the twenty-fifth year | 


duced. Eſdras, whoſe conduct both in a 


was Ne- 
hemiah cupbearer to Xerxes, who while 


I be otherwiſe than miſerable ſince Jeru- | 


PAW Y 


— 
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of the reign of Xerxes; and aſter hay. 
ing ſhewn his letters of recommendation 
to his friends, he delivered them to Sadeus. 
He then aſſembled the people in the City, 
and addreſſed to them a diſcourſe, wherein 
he exhorted them to preſevere with unre. 
mitting aſſiduity in repairing the buildings, 
ſince the undertaking was manifeſtly ap. 
| proved by the Almighty power, who, in 
conſideration of their righteouſneſs ang 
juſtice; had ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
| Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, by his favour 
and protection. 

Nehemiah directed the magiſtrates to 
ſurvey the ground, take dimenſions of the 
walls; and aſſign to the inhabitants of the 
ſeveral towns and villages, their proper 
proportions of labour; and after pledging 
himſelf that he and his dependants would 
exert their utmoſt efforts for compleating 
the work, he diſmiſſed the aſſembly. 

The activity with which the Jews pur. 
ſued their work, ſo alarmed the Ammoni. 
tes the Moabites, the Samaritans, and Cale. 
Syrians, that they made repeated attempts, 
both by force and treachery, to fruſtrate 
and defeat the project: they ſtationed am- 
buſhes, who attacked by. ſurprize and 
put numbers of the Jews to death, and 
kept ruffians conſtantly in pay, for the 
purpeſe of taking away the life of Ne- 
hemiah; and by menaces of an invaſion 
and other ſtratagems, nearly ſucceeded in 
their deſign of inducing the people to a- 
bandon the undertaking. But in defiance 
of dangers and difficulties, Nehemiah, who 
was attended only by a ſlight guard, con- 
tinued his vigilance. Foreſeeing that if 
he ſhould be deſtroyed his countrymen 
would not be able to compleat the build- 
ing, he ordered tha carpenters, maſons, - 
and labourers to work with their ſwords 
by their ſides, and to have their bucklers 
in readineſs, that they might be ee 
to repel any ſudden attack. He ſtationed 


at. 


trumpeters at the diſtance of five hundred 


paces,* from each other, to ſound an alarm, 
in caſe of the approach of an enemy. He 
every night paraded round the city, receiv- 
ing no more of the refreſhments. of food 
and ſleep than was barely. ſufficient for 
ſuſtaining nature 3: and he was ſo inured 
to the fatigue of watehing and hard labour, 
that he ſurmounted difficulties, which 


nued for the ſpace of two years and three 
month, in which time the walls of the 
cy were dulle. 

The fortifications being compleated, Ne- 
hemiah and the people offered up ſacrifi · 
ces, and employed eight days in feaſting 
— — — | 
* Five hundred yards,or a mile and a half. 


and 


ſcarcely any other. man would have at- T font. 
tempted to oppoſe. This courſe he conti- cation con 


i 


ar- 


(5 tO 
ei, 
Nl. 


mation was made, that a certain number 
of days ſhould be appointed as a feſtival for 


_ © the queen, had a ſeparate apartment, where 
| ſhe entertained the women. That his com- 


VI.] 


into the city, for the maintenance of the 


p, other 


x fac | ; 
Cyrus, who was called Artaxerxes by the 


| between Ethiopia and India. In his third 


being ſufficiently 


Perſians, that no one ſhould be compelled 


not a wife to be ſeen by any but her huſ- 
band and her domeſtics, ſhe declined a| 


in her refuſal. 


and rejoicing, which was highly di ente 
to the Syrians. The city being but thinly 
inhabited, Nehemiah | prevailed upon the 
neighbouring prieſts and Levites to reſide 
within the walls, engaging to provide ha- 
bitations for them at his own expence. 
He directed the people following the be- 
cupation of huſbandry to bring their tenths 


ieſts and Levites, to the end that the 
duties of their holy office might not be in- 
terrupted by an attention to temporal con- 
cerns. Theſe directions being obſerved, 
the population of the city rapidly increaſed. 
After many other actions highly meritori- 
ous, Nehemiah died at an advanced age. 


CHAP. vi. 


Artaxerxes aſcends the throne, and after re- 


pudiating bis wife Vaſhti, eſpouſes Eſtber, 
the nieceof Mordicai. Haman urges the 
king to extirpate the Fewiſh nation. He 
is executed upon a gibbet provided for 
Mordecai. 


| crown of Perſia devolved to his ſon 
Greeks. On the commencement of his 
reign, this prince appointed governors over 
one hundred and twenty-ſeyen provinces 


TPON the deceaſe of Nerkes, the 


1 


— 


_ 


| object of univerſal admiration, 


BY FLAvius josEePHUs. 


act in his caſe of his wife's refuſal; Mus 
cheus, one of the commiſſioners, ſaid that 


but a dangerous precedent to his ſubjects, 
whoſe wives might be taught diſobedience 


tion ſhould go unpuniſhed ; arid therefore; 
he adviſed, that the king {ſhould ifſue a 
proclamation; importing that he had ba- 
niſhed Vaſhti for ever from his court and 
preſence;' and determined to take another 
wife. The king's love for the queen 


that he knew not how to act, Whilſt he 
was almoſt diſtracted with his own thoughts 
his friends adviſed him to conſider the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of his attachment to one woman, 
when he had only to chuſe among the 
be moſt agreeable to him. They 
gotten, in the charms and converſation of a 
new one; 


the king's dominions for ſome diſtinguiſhed 
beauty; and at length they found in Baby- 
lon, a maiden named Eſther, the elegance 
and grace of whoſe perſon rendered her the 


rents being dead, ſhe had been educated in 


the houſe of her uncle Mordecaiz a man of 


year, he gave a moſt magnificent enter- || great. diſtinction; of the tribe of Benjamin, 


tainment, which continued without inter- Eſther, together with four hundred other 


teruption for an hundred and eighty days ;| virgins, remained under the care of the 
ind on this occaſion the ſeveral foreign am- king's eunuchs for fix months, they being 
baſſadors attended on eight ſucceſſive days. || treated with every poſſible attention, deli- 
A tent was erected on pillars of gold and || cacy and reſpect; and provided with eſ- 


filver, covered with purple and fine linen, 


thouſands of people. The wine was ſerved 
in veſſels of gold and ſilver, adorned with 
precious ſtones of great value. The at- 
tendants were directed, as uſual among the 


to drink more than he choſe; and procla- 
the general welfare of the kingdom. Vaſhti 


pany might behold: the exquiſite beauty of 
the queen, Artaxerxes commanded her at- 
tendance : but from a veneration to the 
laws of the Perſian empire, which permit 


compliance. The eunuchs were repeatedly 
ſent to ſummon her, but ſhe ſtill perſiſted 
This ſo incenſed the king, 
that, when the feaſt was ended, he adviſed 


with the ſeven commiſſioners appointed to 
interpret the laws of Perſia, how he ſhould 


——_— 


cious to contain ſome: 


I 


| ſences and perfumes for the improvement 
of their charms ; and one of this number of 
maidens was each night conducted to the 
king's bed. When it came to Eſther's turn 
to be introduced to the king, he was ſo 


behaviour, that he determined to eſpouſe 
her; and in the month of. Adar, being the 
twelfth of the ſeventh year of the reign of 
Artaxerxes, the nuptials were accordingly 
ſolemnized. Meſſengers were diſpatched 


Perſians, Medes, and ſeveral other nations, 
were ſumptuouſly entertained for the ſpace 
of a month, When Eſther entered the pa- 
lace, the king placed the crown upon her 
head, and continued to live with her, with- 
out making any enquiry as to her country 


the queen's uncle, removed from Babylon 
to Suſa, and made frequent enquiries at the 


whom he loved with as much tenderneſs as 
he could have done, had ſhe been 'his own 


daughter, 


or extraction. In the interim, Mordecai, 


29 


| the offence was not ſimply agaihiſt the king, 


to their huſbands, if the queen's preſump- 


pleaded ſo powerfully for his living with 
her, and the laws ſo much to the contrary, 


whole ſex, and fix on that wife WhO ſhould 


urged 
| that the former wife would ſoon be for- 


1. 21, 28, 


Her pa- 


charmed with her beauty, converſation and 


b 19" Fs | | A Artaxerxes 
to proclaim the approach of the marriage eſpouſes Eit- 


feſtival, at which the principal men of the er. Eſter iis 


7 &C, ; 


The king yielding to theſe perſuaſions, Artaxerxes 
perſons were deputed to ſearch throughout diſmiſſes his 
queen. Eſter 


6 - 
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* 


palace reſpecting the welfare of Eſther, 


About 


£34 


A conſpiracy 


againſt Ar- 
taxerxes diſ- 
covered to 
Mordecai, 


and from him 


to the king 


by Eſter, ver. 


Iv. 21, &c. 
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About this time, the king iſſued an or- 
dinance, prohibiting the approach of any 


perſons, while he ſhould be ſeated on the 


throne, unleſs they were commanded to 


attend, on the forfeiture of their heads; 
and officers provided with axes were ap- 

ointed to attend, in order to execute ſuch 
as diſobeyed this command. The king 
held in his hand a golden ſceptre, which 
he waved when he was diſpoſed to extend 


mercy to an offender; and touching the 


ſceptre was a confirmation of his pardon. 
Bigthan and Tereſh, who were eunuchs 
of the royal bed-chamber, engaged in a 
conſpiracy to take away the life of the king; 
but 'Barnabazus, a Jew by deſcent, who 
was ſervant to one of them, having in- 
formed Mordecai of their defign, the latter, 
by means of Eſther, conveyed intelligence 
of the treachery of his domeſtics to the 
King, in conſequence of which they were 
apprehended, and after being co 
they were puniſhed with death. As an ac- 
knowledgment to Mordecai, the king only 
appointed him a domeſtic_in the palace, 
and ordered the ſervice he had rendered to 
be entered upon the record. bo in 
Haman, the fon of Hammedatha, an 
Amalekite, being promoted at court, by 
the "king's command both Perſians and 
foreigners paid him great homage. 


. 


cuſtom of his country. This 'being ob- 
ſerved by Haman, he was highly offended, 


that a Jew ſhould refuſe that mark of re- 


ſpect which' was chearfully paid him by 


the natives of the country. So exaſperated 
was he on this account, that he formed 
the reſolution of ' wreaking vengeance not 
only on Mordecai, but upon the whole na- 
tion of Jews, 'againſt whom his enmity be- 
came the more implacable upon reflecting, 


that they had formerly ſubdued and driven 
his countrymen out of their land. Re- 


pairing to the king, he repreſented the 


Haman medi- 
dates venges 
ance againſt. 
the Jews. 
Eſther iii. 6, 


Jews as a turbulent and refractory race of 
people, ſingular and unſociable in their 
manners, ſuperſtitious in their ceremonies, 
and as the common enemies of mankind ; 
and concluding with a requeſt, that they 
might be entirely extirpated from the king- 
dom, and a propoſal that, on condition of 
the king's compliance, he would pay forty 


thouſand talents 4 of ſilver, by way of in- 
demnifying the royal revenues from dimi- 


„ —— 26. — - 


We take the tent here meant to be the Baby- 


convicted, - 


Mor- |. 
'decai alone refuſed to bow to him, that 
mode of falutation being contrary to the 


lonian, which was much inferior to the Hebrew, and 
weighed only fixty-fix pounds, fix ounces, eight pen - 
nyweightsand'eighteen grains, and its value in ſilver 


amounted to no more than one hundred ninety nine 


ary twelve ſhillings and two pence farthing; 
0 


rty thouſand therefore muſt weigh two million fix 
hundred ſixty-one thouſand fix hundred and ten 


(Boat 
nution. Though the king declined to ata 
cept the ſilver offered by Haman, he au- 
thoriſed him to act towards the Jews ac. 


cording to his own diſcretion. Having 
ſuvceeded thus far, Haman, in the king'; 
name; publiſhed an edict to the following 
„ | 
ART AXERXES, the Great King, fo the ons 
hundred and twenty-ſeven Governors of 
the provinces of India and Ethiopia, 
| greeting. ö e EY 


% For as much as God hath given me 
the ſupreme rule over numerous nations, 
and as much command over the reſt of the 
world, as gratifieth my high-ſt ambition: 
I am diſpoſed, therefore, not to tyrannize 
over my ſubjects, but to rule them with 
a gentle hand, to ſecure them in peace and 
freedom and to ſettle theirtranquillity on a 
firm baſis. Theſe things I have maturely 
conſidered ; and being informed by Haman, 
my favourite friend and counſellor, on 
whoſe allegiance, diſer tion and juſtice, I 
can depend, and who ſtands firſt in my e- 
ſteem, that a barbarous people have inter- 
mixed with: my ſubje&s, and preſume to 
govern * themſelves by their own laws, 
and preſcribe a rule ot conduct contrary to 
good order and ſubjection; a people who 
in their manners and- behaviour hold our 
monarchy and adminiſtration. in defiance: 
you are therefore hereby commanded, that 
when Haman, ſhall give notice ,who are 
meant by this proclamation, that, in pur- 
ſuance of this decree,” you put all the ſaid 
people to the . ſword, men, women, and 
children, without diſtinction: and I far- 
ther enjoin, that this be executed on the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month of the 
preſent year; that one day may compleat 
the deſtruction of your enemies and mine, 
and our lives be ſpent in peace and ſe- 
This order was ſoon circulated through 
all the towns of the empire, and the people 
prepared to deſtroy the Jews on the ap- 
pointed day; nor was the diſpoſition at 
Suſa leſs violent againſt them, than in other 
places. In the interim, the king and Ha- 
man ſpent their time in feaſting and drink- 
ing; but the people of reflection were 
ſhocked at the approaching maſſacre. 

Mordecai no ſooner learnt the purport 
of the proclamation, than he rent his 
cloaths, covered himſelf with ſack- cloth, 
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pounds, and amount in value to ſeven, million nine 
hundred eighty four thoufand three hundred and 
ſeventy-five. pounds Engliſh money. But the ſum 
here ſeems greatly exaggerated by Joſephus ; for in 
Either iii. 9. there is mention made of no more than 
ten thouſand talents of ſilver, that Haman offered 


to pay the king upon this account, 
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threw athes'6n his head, and went through || her train, he approached! the king, who 
the city, proteſting „ the deed ; but || was ſeated on his throne, being hubited in 
topped at the gate of the palace, which no [| robes of ſtate, ornamented with gold, pearls" 
man durſt enter in ſuch a dreſs: in all ||and precious ſtones.” Trembling as ſhe poche the 
other places the Jews were likewife aban- || approached the throne, the queen raiſed ling on he 
doned to grief. The queen learning that || her eyes, and imagining that her confort throne, anitis 
Mordecai was at the palace-gate in ſo for- looked diſpleaſed, ſhe fainted + into the by him. Eder, 
jorn a habit, ſent and benged that he would || arms of her attendants. Alarmed at this» 1, &c. 
change his drefs :- but he replied, that he circumſtance, Artaxerxes deſcended from 
would not, till the cauſe of it was removed. his throne, and folding her in his arms, 
The queen fent Hatach, one of the king's || affured her, that though ſhe appeared in 
eunuchs, to learn Mordecai's reaſon for || his preſence uncommanded, ſhe had no 
ſuch an appearance, on which he told him || caufe of apprehenſion; the law for roſtrain- 
the particulars of the king's order for the — the intrufion of his ſubjects having no 
deſtruction of the Fews, and what a ſum reference to het, WhO was à partner in the 
of money Haman had offered for the grant. ſovereignty. He then laid his ſceptre 
fle gave Hatach a copy of the original or- || gently on het neck, and delivered it into 
der, to communicate to the queen; and || her hand, whereby all her fears were diſ- 
begged her intereſt with the Ring to ſpare || Hpated. Having recovered the power of 
the lives of a whole people. Mordecai's || fpeech, ſhe faid, ſhe could no otherwite 
meſſage being reported to his neice, ſhe || account. for her ſwooning, than by ſup- 
directed the eunuch to remind him, that || poſing it proceeded from the ſurpriſe of be- 
to approach the king on his throne, with- || holding the. ſplendid and \mageiticents ap- 
ont being commanded to appear, would || pearance of his "majeſty; Theſe words 
ſubje& the intruder to be pufliſhed with || were delivered in fo weak and languiſhing 
death, which would be immediately in- an accent, that the King became Tt} more 
flicted, unleſs a ſignal of pardon ſhould be || folicitous to yield her comfort; and there- 
given by the King extending the ſceptre. fore he alfared her, chat he would comply 
the ſame meſſenger Mordecai now fig- || with any requeſt the ſhould muke, eben if 
nified, that the queen's perſonal ſafety was || it Thould be balf of his kingdom; + Upon 
not alone to be conſidered, when the lives || this, the ſaid, ſhe had only toentreat that his 
df a whole nation depended on the iſſue of || majeſty, accompanied by Haman, would 
à moment; that if ſhe negte&ed the pre-|| accept af an entertainmerit the had pro- 
fent opportunity of interpoſing-on behalf of vided. In conſeꝗquenes uf this invitation, 
a whole people threatened with they both attended her the following day; 


aB; 


— — er one nn 


arti | 


th. 


deſtruction, |} the | ing 
Providemce night ſtill protect chem, and and when the king had drank freely of 
reduce her and her family wholly to their wine, he repeated his deſite, that Eſther 
mercy. The queen now commanded” the would particularize the favour The wiſhed 
eunuch to direct Mordecai to aſſemble the to be conferred. upon her. She faid, if the 
ws at Suſa, and appoint a faſt for three king in company with Hamman would hon- 
days, with prayers for her ſaſety and ſuc- j|our her With another viſtt the next day, 
cefs, at the end of which time, ſhe would, fle would then prefer her petition. The 
at the Hazard of her life, intercede with || king agreed to the propoſition : and Ha- 
mr the king to revoke the-cruel proclamation {| man wes highly 'gratified by thehonour of 
lir three iffued by Haman. A faſt was accordingly {| being telected to attend on the edeaſion. 
ther ri. obſervetl for three days, while Mordecai On his return, Haman met Mordecai in 
nad tlie reſt of the people fervently im- the palace, hut, as uſual, received not from 
lored the Almighty to defend them from || him the mark of reſpett and humility con- 
the calamitics with'which-they were threat- || ftantly paid him by the Perſians. He in- 
ened by the pride and preſumption of Ha- formed Zereth, his wife, and ſeveral of 
man who was deſirous of exaQting fuch humi- {| his friends, that he had received the hon- 
lation as was due alone tothe great Author [our of ſupping with the king and queen, 
of the Cteation. The queen alſo refrained || who had given him a ſimilar invitation for 
ftom taking refreſhment for three days, and || the following day; adding, however, that 
being cloathedin'a mourning veil, according || notwithſtanding he was ſo honourably dif- 
tithe cuſtom of the country, ſhe continued ſ{tinguiſhed, he was chagrined and diſcon- 
to pray that God would avert the deſtruction certed by the infolence of Mordecai. 
vith-whietr the Ifruclites were threatened. || Zereth adviſed him to erect a gallows 
After this humiliation, the queen cloath- || fifty cubits high, and obtain the king's per- 
ed herſelf in royal attire, and leaning upon miſſion to hang Mordecai on it in the morn 
one virgin attendant, while another bore ing. He took her advice, and a gibbet was 
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This cireumſtance of the queen's ſwoohing is book of Eſther, but is mentioned in the fifteenth. 
not recorded in any of the canonieal chapters of the of the apocryphal writings. 
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put up within his own palace, But the 
providence of God defeated the hopes of 
Haman; for the king being unable to ſleep 
that night, aroſe, and ordered his ſecretary to 
bring him a number of ſtate papers for 
peruſal. On reading them, the king found 
great honours and riches had been beſtow- 
ed on-one man for his valour ; that the 
fidelity of a ſecond to his prince had made 

his fortune: at length he eame to the ac- 

count of the conſpiracy of Bigthan and 

Tereſh, of whieh Mordecai bad made diſ- 

covery. The kin 


other ſaid that no reward was mentioned 
in that account. The ſecretary was now 
ordered to enquire the hour; and bring- 
ing word that it was day-break; the king 
bad him ſee if any of his friends were at 
the gate of the palace, The king »being 
told that Haman waited, he ordered him 
in, and ſaid, As I eſteem you my belt. 
friend, I wiſh for your advice, what hon- 
ours, conſiſtent with my own dignity, 
and my affection for the party, ſhall I be- 
ſtow on the man who has conferred the 
greateſt obligation on me? Haman, think - 
ing this queſtion related to himſelf ſaid, 
that the man thus to be diſtinguiſhed ſhould 
be cloathed in royal apparel, be preſented 
with a chain of gold, and being mounted 
on the king's own horſe, his majeſty ſhould 


direct one of his confidential friends to march 


before him through the city, and proclaim 


«© Thus ſhall it be done to them whom the 
king delighteth to honour.” The king ap- 


pearing pleaſed with this propoſal, ſaid, Do 


| 


THE ;\ANTIQUITIES, OF THR JEWS, 


bad the ſecretary ſtop 
here, and aſked him, if the party had been | 
rewarded for bis ſervices ; to which the 


of them, named Sambuchadas, in paſſing 
through the court- yard, obſerved the gib- 
bet, and enquited for what purpoſe it was 


the city, being preceoded hy Haman, who 

prononuced this proclamation: Thus 
ſhall it be done to the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour.” This ceremony be. 
ing ended, Mordecai repaired to the king, 
while Haman went home under a dejection 
of ſpirits and informed his wife and friends 
of what had happened, and they agreed, 
that to execute the vengeance meditate 
againſt Mordecei would be impracticable; 


* 


ſince it was evident that he was protected 


e £ 


by, God. 


? 1 J. 1 - 4 1 Ki 

While they were in converſation, ſome 
of the king's eunuchs came to require the 
attendance,of Haman at fupper ; and one 


intended; Being informed, that Haman 
had cauſed. it to be erected for the executi- 
on of Mordecai, he departed.  - During the 
ſupper, the king defired - Eſther to make 
the demand before alluded to, and it ſhould 
be immediateiy granted. She then men- 
tioned the deplorable ſituation of the Jews, 
laying, if they had been conſigned to ba- 1164 
niſhment, ſhe would not have preſumed to the Jen, 

interrupt the buſineſs of ſtate by an applicati- 
on in their behalf; but fince the ſeutence of 
total deſtruction, was pronounced upon 
them, ſhe could not refrain from imploring 
his majeſty to revoke his proclamation. Up- 
on being aſked by the king who had form- 


ed that deſign againſt them, Eſther repli- 
ed, that their ruin had been plotted by 
Haman. Diſconcerted by this diſcourſe, the 
king retired into the garden ; and in the 
mean time, Haman, foreſeeing the gatlier- 


you take thehorſe, royal apparel, and golden. 


chain, and having ford Mordecai, the ewa fault he had committed, and threw him- 
| ſelf in a poſture of humiliation on the bed 


ſee him cloathed and .aounted, as you have 


recommended; and then I direct, that you 


ſhall walk before him as the herald; for 
you, being my moſt worthy friend, are the 
moſt proper perſon to execute what you 
have adviſed. This honour ſhall be done 


to Mordecai, becauſe I owe my life to his | 
zeal.” Haman was confounded at this or- 


der, but obliged to comply ; therefore he 


took the horſe, the royal apparel, and| 


chain of gold, and went in ſearch of Mor- 


decai, whom he found cloahed in ſackcloth | 


at the gate of the palace, and deſired him 
to put on the purple robes. 
ignorant of what had paſſed, thought Ha- 
man intended to ridicule him, and there- 
fore treated him as one who meant to in- 
ſult the unfortunate. The matter being 
explained, Mordecai was convinced that 


Mordec ai 


Either vi. 11, conſpiracy : whereupon he puton the robes 
C. 


he mounted the horſe, and rode through 


* 
4 


Mordecai, 


and being inveſted with the golden chain, 


1 


— — 


ing ſtorm, ſolicited Eſther to pardon the 


near her. At this inſtant the king return- 
ed into the apartment, and obſerving the 
ſituation of his favoprite, reproached him 
with treachery in making an attempt upon 

the honour of his held with 
confuſion at the diſpleaſure expreſſed in the 


intelligence, the King 


| that he intended for Mordeeai, and he was 


the king intended him this honour in re- 
ward of his preventing the effects of the 


| buchadas now informed Artaxerxes, that 


king's countenance, voice; and deportment, 
Haman was incapable. of uttering a word 
in his own vindication. . The cunuch Sa- 


Haman had cauſed a gibbet to be erected 
in his court- yard for the execution of Mor- 
decal, Immediately upon receiving this 
g ordered the ſame — 


puniſhment to be inflicted upon Hama giher r 


accordingly executed upon the gibbet he 
had erected. ö 5 

_ Haman's eſtate, was given to Eſther, who 
by this time had informed the king that 
Mordecai was her uncle, and he being ſent 
for, Artaxerxes delivered to him the ring 


that he had formerly entruſted with Ha- 
Dns. man, 
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BY FLAVIU 


man, and at the fame time the queen aſ- 
ſigned to him the poſſeſſions of the deceaſ- 
ed. She now ' reminded the king of the 
ordinance againſt the Jews which; in his 
ſovereign's name, Haman had diſperſed 
through the empire, ſaying, that her own 
life depended on the preſervation of her re- 
lations, friends, and countrymen. The 
king aſſured her, that no injury ſhould be 
offered to the Jews, and authoriſed her to 
write ſuch letters to them as ſhould com- 
pleatly ap peale their apprehenſions, pro- 
miſing, that, to give them a validity that 


could not be diſputed, they ſhould be 


ſealed with the royal ſignet. Command- 
ing his ſcribes and ſecretaries to attend, 
he directed them to write to his hundred 
and twenty-ſeven governors between Ethi- 
opia and India, ſeverely reprobating the 
conduct of Haman; and revoking the pro- 
clamation he had iſſued ; repreſenting the 
Jews as a people approved by him for their 
rizhteous and peaceable diſpoſition ; and 
expreſſing his royal pleaſure to be, that as 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
called Adar, had been appointed for their 
_ extirpation, ſo that particular day ſhould 
be the period for their general deliverance; 
and further it was declared, that whoever 
ſhould preſume to diſobey the king's com- 
mands, ſhould ſuffer military execution. 
Upon the departure of Mordecai from 
the palace, wearing a crown, a royal robe, 
and chain of gold, his countrymen inter- 
preted his appearance into a prelude of 
their approaching happineſs, and where 
ever the king's letters arrived an uni- 
verſal joy prevailed among the people in 


whoſe favour they were written ; and the| 


_ princes, governors, and magiſtrates behaved 
towards the Jews in general with very 
particular reſpece. ED: 
After the publication of the edi& in 
their be half, the Jews of Suſa put five 
hundred of their enemies to death, of 
which circumſtance the king informed 
Eſther, ſaying if ſhe had any further re- 
queſt to make, it ſhould be granted. She 
demanded that the ten ſons of Harman 
might be hanged upon the gallows origin- 
ally intended for the execution of Mordecai 
and that the Jews might be allowed an- 
other day of vengeance. The king com- 
plied ; and on the day following near three 
hundred more were killed at Suſa; ex- 
clufive of which ſeventy-five thouſand 
were eſtimated to have been deſtroy- 
ed in different parts of the empire. They 
firſt laughter atSuſa was on the thirteenth, 


— — — 
— — 


and that in the country on the fourteenth of 
the twelfth month; and on the day ſucceed- 


ing each maſſacre, the Jews feaſted and rejoic- 
ed. By the order of Mordecai, theſe days 
are celebrated as anniverſary feſtivals, be- 


S FOS HFH. 

ing called Purim, or feaſts of preſervation, in 
commemoration that the Jews obtained de- 
liverance from the power of their adver- 
ſaries at the time when the latter expected to 
overwhelm them with ruin. The affairs 
of the Jews were exceedingly proſperous 
under the admiſtration of Mordecai. 


CHAP. VII. 


The pontificate deſcends to Judas, and. from 


him to Fohn, whe kills bis. brother ;Feſus, 
in the temple. Faddus becomes Bigb-prigſt, 
and his brother Manaſſeh eſpouſes. the 
daughter of Sanballat. 


9 


PON the deceaſe of Eliaſhib, the Various reyo- 


pontiſicate deſcended to his fon Ju- 
das, and he was ſucceeded in that dignity 
by his ſon John, who was the cauſe of the 


mander in chief to Artaxerxes. Bagoſes, 
the intimate friend of Jeſus, the brother of 
John, was deſirous of advancing him, to 
the dignity of the prieſthood, and preſum- 
ing on ſuch powerful patronage, he en- 
gaged in a contention reſpecting his Abre⸗ 
tations with his brother John, who, being 
enraged, attacked and ſlew) him in the 
temple. In conſequence of this violation, 
the Jews were-deprived of their liberties, 
and the temple was prophaned by the Per- 
fians ; for no ſooner was Bagoſes informed 
of the death of Jeſus, than exclaiming, 
* Impious generation, who make the place 
of worſhip like a ſhamble!” he haſtened 
towards the temple, and though oppoſed 
by numbers of the Jews, ruſhed into that 
building, faying, bis preſence could not 
be more offenſive than a dead body in that 
place. From this time he exerciſed great 
ſeverity over the Jews, for about ſeven 
years. Upon the death of John, the prieſt- 
hood devolved to his ſon Jaddus, who had 
a brother named Manaſſeh. Sanballat, 


great importance, and that its ſovereigns 
had often ſucceſsſully oppoſed the Syrians 


and Aſſyrians, gave his daughter Nicaſa | 
in marriage to Manaſſch, as a teſtimony of 


the friendſhip he intended to maintain 
with the Jews: nor 
maria in the reign of Darius, being b 
birth a Chuthite; from which people the 
Samaritans derived their origin, 


CHAP. VIII. 


Alexander the Great transfers the war from 
Europe into Afia: He ravages the Per- 
ian Empire, but contrary to expectation, 
treats the Fes with kindneſs. 25 
DHILIP, king of Macedon, being 
about this time treacherouſly ſlain by 


e his ſon Alexander aſcended the 
„ throne; 


conſidering that Jeruſalem was a city of 


He was governor of Sa- 


lutions in the 
prieſthood: 


* 


temple being prophaned by Bagoſes, com- 


Alexander 
becomes king 
of Macedon. 
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throne; and crofling the Helleſpont, he 
obtained a ſignal victory over Darius, near 
the river Granicus. 
Lydia and Ionia, and marching through 
Caria, entered the country of Pamphylia. 
The elders of Jeruſalem were now 
greatly enraged againſt Manaſſeh for mar- 
rying a ſtrange wife, fearing that if this 
circumſtance paſſed unnoticed, it might be 


a dangerous precedent for others, and| 


might at length become cuſtomary. They 


remembered, that marrying women not of 


their own people, had heretofore cauſed 
their captivity, and the misfortunes conſe- 

juent thereon : wherefore they infiſted that 
Manaffeh ſhould no longer attend the al- 
tar, unleſs he diſmiſſed his wife. 
upon, Manaſſeh told Sanballat, his father- 
in-law, of the high regard he had for his 


daughter, but ſard he could not ſabmit to 


be deprived of the priefthood and its ho- 
nours on account of his marriage, even to 
fo worthy a woman. 
faid, that if he would continue to acknow- 


ledge his wife, he would not only fecure| 


him in his preſent ſtation, but raiſe him to 
the rank of high-prieſt, eſtabliſh him as a 
a prince of the country, and build him a 


temple on mount Garizim, equal to that 


at Jeruſalem: and all this ſhould be per- 


formed by permiſſion of Darius. Relying 


on thefe promiſes, Manaſſeh remained with 


Alexander 
obtains a 
ſplendid vic · 
tory over 
Darius. 


his father-in-law, who now grew very old. 


Many priefts and other Iſraelites having | 
married ſtrange women, they reforted to 


Manaſſeh, to ſupport whom in his views 
of ambition, Sanballat ſupplied them with 
houſes, land, ſtock, and money, 


and obtained the victory at the Granicus, 
Darius aſſembled his forces, refolved to 
give battle to the Macedonians, and pre- 
vent their ravaging Aſia, as they had pro- 
poſed. Having paſſed the Euphrates, he 
prepared to give the enemy battle on the 
other ſide mount Taurus, in Cilicia. 


he had no doubt but that the Macedonians 
would be routed on the firſt encounter. 
In this, however, he was miſtaken; for 
Darius was defeated, his army bein 
chiefly cut off, his mother, wife, and chil- 


dren made captives, and himſelf obliged to | 


fly to Perſia for refuge. In the interim, 
Alexander marched into Syria, made cap- 
ture of Sidon and Damaſcus, and beſieged 
Tyre. He now wrote to the high-prieſt 


of the Jews, claiming the aſſiſtance hereto- 
fore given to Datins, and demanding that 


his army might be ſupplied with neceſ- 


ſaries, which ſhould. be paid for punctually. 


The high-prieſt returned a ſhort anſwer, | 


|| intimating that they had Tworr never to 
He then ſubdued: 


| violating their oaths. Alexander foon con. 


1 


| cioufly, and bid him ſpeak freely; on which l pine 


Here- | 


Hereupon Sanballat 


| temple, of which Manaſſeh was to be the 


; | it was revealed to Jaddus in a dream, that 
Alexander having paſſed the Hellefpont, | 


| make the neceffary preparations for meet- 
Sanballat, pleaſed with this march of Da- || 
rius, told Manaſſeh, that on the king's 


return, he would ratify all his promiſes ; as 


g || deans and Phœnicians entertained the de- 
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bear arms againſt Dafius. This anſwer 
enraged Alexander, who, however, pro. 
ceeded in his attack of Tyre, but vowed 
that, when he had conquered it, he would 
chaſtiſe the high-prieſt and the people for 


quered Tyre, and then proceeded to re. 
duce the Perfian garriſon at Gaza. 
Sanballat, finding that Alexander lay gay, 
before Tyre, repaired to bim with eight Kue, 
thouſand men, thus abandoning his faith **tin 


to Darius. Alexander received him gra- af 


the Whole | 
} Country, 


he faid that his fon-in-law, Manaſſch 
brother to Jaddus, high-prieſt of the Jews, 
was following him with a great concourſe 
of people, who requeſted leave to ered a 
temple in that province. Sanballat inti. 
mated likewiſe how much Alexander's in. 
tereſt was concerned in this permiſſion, ag 
the Jews, who were very numerous, might 
be as troubleſome to him, as they had 
heretofore been to the Syrians. The requeſt 
was granted, and they began to build the 


high-prieſt, and his deſcendants, by Sin- 
ballat's daughter, were to ſucceed to that 
honour. At the end of nine months, San- 
ballat died, and Alexander having made a 
conqueſt of Gaza, proceeded towards [:. 
raſalem. Jaddus, the high-prieſt, was 
now confounded to think how he ſhould 
behave to a prince whoſe former commands 
he had diſobeyed: on which he ordered 
prayers and ſacrifices for the general proſpe- 
rity of the people. On the following night 


he ſhould adorn the city with garlands and 
flowers, open the gates, and let the people, 
dreſſed in white, go to meet Alexander; 
himſelf and the other priefts preceeding in 
their proper habits. In the morning, Jad- 
das, highly rejoiced, told the citizens 
what had been reyealed, and proceeded to 


ing the he's x 
Being informed of Alexander's approach, 
Jaddus, with the prieſts and people, pro- 
ceeded to a ſpot called Sapha, or the place 
of profpect, on account of its commanding 
a view of the city and temple. The Chal- 


fign of putting the high-prieſt and people 
to death, and making booty of their poſ- 
ſeſſions: but they were diſappointed. A- 
lexander obſerving the people coming out 
of the city cloathed in white, and being 
preceded by the prieſts in filken robes, 
and the high · prieſt in purple, embroidered 
with gold, his mitre on his head, and a 
plate of gold on his forehead, inſcribed 
with the ſacred name of God, the magni- 
ficence of the ſpectacle ſtruck him with 


ſuch 


H. 
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610 mind 
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ſuch awe, that he advanced alone, and hav- | 


ing paid homage to the inſcription, ſaluted 
the high-prieſt. Upon this the Jews 
joudly ſhouted the praiſes of Alexander, 
whoſe conduct greatly aſtoniſhed the kings 
of Syria, and the other ſpectators. Parmenio 
aſked Alexander how it happened, that he 
who was held in the higheſt veneration by 


the inhabitants of almoſt the whole earth, || cipal reſidence of the Samaritans was at Si- 


could condeſcend to bow to a Jewiſh prieſt. 
He replied, © I worſhip not this man, but 
his God. Some time fince I ſaw him, ha- 
bited as he now appears, at Dion, in Ma- 


cedonia. I was then deliberating on the 
means of obtaining a conqueſt over Perſia ; 


when he directed me to conduct my army 
over the river, aſſuring me that ſucceſs 
would attend my expedition. All the cir- 
cumſtances of my dream now occur to my 
recollection, and I am confident that this 
man was repreſented to me in my viſion at 
Dion. Thus encouraged by the divine 
interpoſition, I cannot entertain a doubt of 
ſucceſs againſt the Perſians.” ; 

After the ceremonies of the meeting, 
Alexander attended a ſolemn ſacrifice in the 


temple, where the high-prieſt ſhewed him | 


a prophecy delivered by Daniel, purporting 
that a Greek ſhould conquer the Perſian 
empire. Suppoſing this prediction to al- 
lude to himſelf, Alexander expreſſed great 
ſatisfaction at the information he had re- 
ceived, and then diſmiſſed the Jews, di- 
recting them to aſſemble on the following 


—_— 


— 
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were diſpoſed to ſerve in his army ſhould 
be permitted the free exerc ſe of their reli- 
gion. Under the aſſurance of this privi- 
lege many of the Jews engaged in the ſer- 
vice of Alexander, 


289 


From Jeruſalem, Alexander marched his 


army to ſeveral other places, at each of which 


{ 


he had an agreeable reception. The prin- 


chem, #&ity in the neighbourhood of Mount 
Garizim ; and when Alexander approached 
that place, the people, accompanied by the 
troops ſent by Sanballat, "advanced to meet 
him, and ſolicit that he would honour their 
City and temple with a viſit. He replied, 
that on his return he would comply with 
their defires. They then requeſted an ex- 
emption from the ſeventh year's tribute ; 
upon which the king enquired to what 
country they belonged. They replied; that 
they were Hebrews, though they were 
called Sichemites by the Sidonians. Hav- 
ing promiſed, that on his return, when he 


ſhould have acquired further information 


on the ſubject, he would indulge them in 
every reaſonable requeſt, he diſmiſſed the 
Sichemites, but took Sanballat's troops with 
him into Egypt, where he aſſigned them a 
portion of land. They were afterwards 
ſtationed in the garriſon of the city of 
Thebes, where lands alſo were allotted to 
their uſe, . 
Upon the deceaſe of Alexander, a parti- 
tion of his kingdom was made among his 


Alexander 


dies. 


day, and then explain what ſervices he could 
render them. Ih 73 

The next day, the high-prieſt ſignified 
to the king that the wiſh of the people was, 
to live under their own laws, to be ex- | 


ſucceſſors. The temple of Garizim re- 
mained in its former ſituation. After 
tranſgreſſing the laws, either by a breach of 
the Sabbath, eating prohibited meat, or 
other acts of irregularity, the Jews of je- 


empted from the tribute formerly paid once 


in ſeven years, and to enjoy equal privileges 
with the Jews of Media and Babylon, the 
king promiſed that they ſhould be gratified 
in theſe reſpects, and further that ſuch as 


|| Onias ſucceeded to the pontificate. 


ruſalem were accuſtomed to retreat among 
the Sichemites for refuge, pretending that 
they were unjuſtly accuſed, -' Jaddus 
high- prieſt dying about this time, his fon 


Onias, the 


the ſon of Jaddus 


ſucceeds his 


father. 
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CHAPTER 12 


Aſter the death of Alexander, the Macedonian empire is divided into ſeveral p rincis ae 
5 Jeruſalem taken by Ptolemy, | | 


The Perſian SIPS AFTER the deceaſe of Alex- k 


_ _ A ander, his kingdom was di- 
cipalities, 2 J vided among the chiefs of his 
1 army. Antigonus had the 
J rel command of Aſia; Seleuſcus 

that of Babylon, and the bordering countries; 

the Helleſpont was under Lyſimachus; 
Caſander I reigned in Babylon; and Pto- 

lemy, the ſon of Lagus, had the govern- 

ment of Egypt. Theſe princes being com- 

petitors for univerſal monarchy, along and 
obſtinate warenſued, inthe courſe of which 

reat numbers of lives were loſt, and many 
conſiderable cities were ravaged and totally 
deſtroyed. Theſe contentions were parti- 

cularly fatal to Syria, during the reign of 
Ptolemy, who was called the ſaviour of his 
country, though he had no title to that 
honourable appellation. Under the pre- 

text of devotion, Ptolemy gained admittance 

to Jeruſalem on the Sabbath, and made 

himſelf maſter of that city, without receiv- 


t Spanheim ſhews the true reading to beCaſlander, 


| 


ing any oppoſition from the inhabitants, 


they being prohibited from the uſe of arms 
on that ſacred day. In his hiſtory of the 
lucceſſors of Alexander, Agatharchides, the 
Cnidian, ſays, ** The people called Jcws, 
inhabiting the ſtrongly fortified and po- 
pulous city of Jeruſalem, ſubmitted to the 
intolerable oppreſſion of Ptolemy, from a 
ſuperſtitious regard to their Sabbath, by 
which they were withheld from taking up 


arms to repulſe the invader.” 


Ptolemy made captives of a conſiderable 
number of the Jews of Jeruſalem, Sama- 
ria, and Mount Garizim, and tranſplanted 
them into Egypt. Convinced by their fi- 
delity to Darius, after he had been van- 
quiſhed by Alexander, that the Jews were 


a people who paid a ſacred regard to an 


oath, he after ſwearing them to obſerve 
allegiance to himſelf and his ſucceſſors, en- 
truſted to them the defence of ſeveral gar- 
riſons and ſtrong holds, and appointed them 


to various offices of confidence, admitting 


them to the ſame privileges and immunities 
in 


ve II. 


numbers of Jews were induced to reſort to 


in Alexandria which were enjoyed by the 
Macedonians. By the liberality of Pto- 
lemy, and the fertility of the country, great 


Egypt. The ancient laws and cuſtomis 
were a ſource of perpetual difſention be- 
tween the Jews and Samaritans, the for- 
mer contending, that the temple of Jeru- 
ſalem was the only holy place, and the 
others as reſolutely inſiſting, that the temple 
at Garizim was intitled to the preference. 
Theſe diſſentions occaſioned 4 loſs of a 
great number of lives. 


o H A P. I. 


Ptolemy Philadelphus reſtores to liberty one 
hundred and twenty thouſand Fews. He 
commiſſions . ſeventy=two learned men to 
tranſlate the Fewiſh laws into the Greek 
language. His munificence towards the 
holy temple. | 


fo the deceaſe of Ptolemy, the 

crown of Egypt deſcended to his ſon 
Philadelphus, whom on the following oc- 
caſion redeemed from captivity an hundred 
and twenty thouſand Jews. Demetrius 
Phalereus, who had the care of the royal 
library, collected all the books which were 
deſerving a place in the king's ſtudy. Be- 
ing aſked by Philadelphus how many books 
he had collected, Demetrius replied, that 
the number amounted te two hundred 
thouſand volumes, which he hoped ſoon 
to encreaſe to five hundred thouſand, hay- 
ing learnt that the Jews poſſeſſed a vaſt 
number of manuſcripts on the ſubject of 
their laws, ceremonies, and cuſtoms, which 
would prove a valuable acquiſition. He 
obſerved, that though the characters and 
language of the Hebrews bore ſome affinity 


to the Greek, yet there were many nice- 


ties peculiar to each tongue, which would 
contribute to render the tranſlation a work 
of difficulty, but that it might, notwith- 
ſtanding, be accompliſhed, if the king 
ſhould approve of the expence that would 
attend . the undertaking. Philadelphus 
commended his librarian's propoſition, and 
diſpatched a letter to the high-prieſt of the 
Jews, requeſting his aſſiſtance towards the 
propoſed acquiſition. Ariſtæus, a man 


whoſe wiſdom and modeſty had gained him 


a diſtinguiſhed place in the king's eſteem, 
had long cheriſhed the hope of reſtoring the 


| 
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of the laws of tha Jews would prove A 
work of great difficulty, while ſo great a 
number of thoſe people remained in capti⸗ 


vity. He faid it was not on account of 


family alliance, that he preſumed to ſpeak 
in behalf of thoſe people, but that' from a 
conſciouſneſs, that their releaſement from 
bondage would be at once worthy of the 
exalted ſtation of his majeſty, and highly 
acceptable. to God, he was induced to 
ſolicit that they might be eonſidered as pro- 
per objects of his ſovereign's clemency. Be- 
ing informed, that the Jewiſh captives a- 
mounted to about a hundred and twenty 
thouſand, the king aſked Ariſtæus if he 
thought the requeſt he had made was a 
moderate one; when Soſibius and Taranti- 
nus joined him in obſerving, that, com- 
paſſion towards the miſerable was worthy 


the character of ſo great a prince, and 
would be conſidered as an inſtance of gra- 
titude for his advancement to the throne: 
He approved the benevolent interpoſition 
of his officers, and ordered, that, on the 
enſuing day, his foldiers ſhould receive a 
hundred and twenty drachmas & in lieu of 
each Jew they held in captivity, promiſing 
to iſſue a proclamation for the emancipa- 


tion of the Jews made priſoners during the 


reign of his father, as well as all thoſe who 


had fallen into captivity previous and ſub- 
ſequent to that period. The proclamation 
was accordingly iſſued; and in the courſe 
of ſeven days, the Jews were ranſomed at 
the expence of four hundred and ſixty ta- 
lents; for though the proclamation ex- 
tended only to thoſe who had been made 
priſoners, the maſters inſiſted on one hun- 
dred and twenty drachmas, for the emanci- 
pation of each child born in captivity. 
The king ordered Demetrius to publiſh | 
the particulars concerning the tranſlation 
of the books and records of the Jews, Up- 
on a regiſter was inſerted a tranſcript of 
the petition of Demetrius, a liſt of the 


donations towards the undertaking, with 


the names of the ſeveral ſubſcribers, and 
the letters which had'paſſed on the occafion, 
ſo that the munificence of the king, and the 
liberal aſſiſtance afforded towards perfectin 8 
the work, might be apparent on the firſt 
view. The petition was conceived in terms 
to the following purport?  _ 


* 


cc DEMET RIUS o the Great King. 


This is humbly to inform your majeſty The petition 
that, agreeable to your royal command, Jof Demetrius 
dime | about Jewiſh 
have exerted my utmoſt endeavours to ob- bogks and re- 
tain the moſt uſeful books and copies fax cords, 
enriching the royal library: aud that after 


an unwearied attention to the ſubject, the 


Jews to liberty, and availing himſelf of 

the favourable opportunity that now of- 

fered, he entreated Sofibius, Tarantinus, 

and Andræus, captains of the guards, to 
aſliſt in his benevolent, deſign; and he ob- 
vs te tained their ready compliance. B 
Nba Ariſtæus then addreſſed the king, ſaying, 
te that he conceived, to obtain a tranſlation | 


* 


— — 
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hiſtory of the Jewiſh l-ws I conceive to be 
an acquiſition moſt to be defired. Being 
written in the characters and idiom of the 
Hebrews, an accurate tranſlation of them 


muſt neceſlarily be attended with much 


difficulty. The tranſlation we now poſ- 

ſeſs would have been free from many of 
the errors it contains, had it been executed |: 
under the ſanction of the royal authority. 
Theſe laws were the production of the 
Almighty himſelf, and form the only per- 

fect legiſlative code extant ; it is therefore 

neceſſary to obtain an authentic verſion of 

them. Hecatæus, the Abderite, obſerves, 

that the Poets and hiſtorians avoid mention- 

ing theſe inſtitutions, for being of divine 

origin, they were not to be prophaned. It 1s 

therefore humbly ſuggeſted to your majeſ- 

ty, to write to the high-prieſt of the Jews, 
requeſting him to ſelect from each tribe, fix 

elders qualified for interpreting and ex- 
pounding the writings in queſtion, whereby 

your majeſty will receive the ſatisfaction 
required.” 

The king ordered letters on the ſubject 

propoſed by Demetrius be written to Elea- 

zar, the high-prieſt, wherein the deliver— 

ance of the Jews from captivity ſhould be 
mentioned. He ſent preſents of fifty“ tal. 

ents of gold for cups and other holy veſ- 

ſels, a hundred talents of filver for facri- 
fices and the various ſervices appertaining 

to divine worſhip in the temple, and pre- 

cious ſtones to a great amount, which the 

people having the care of the coffers where- 

in thoſe treaſures were depoſited, were di- 

rected to permit the lapidaries to ſelect at 

their own diſcretion. 

ue a. mn the deceaſe of Onias, the high- 
biab-prief prieſt, Simon, his ſon ſucceeded to that of- 
des, and his fice; and on account of his righteouſneſs 
b xy vc; and virtue he acquired the ſurame of The 
© Fuft. Simon lived but a ſhort time; and 
m__ his only iſſue being an infant fon, named 
eaters upon. Onias, he was ſucceeded in the pontificate 
the ponufi- by his brother Eleazar, to whom the king 
Mey wrote a letter, mentioning, that he had 
diſpoſed of ſome of the Jews releaſed from | 

bondage in his armies, and appointed others 
to offices of truſt in his palace. The letter 
alſo lated, that from a deſire of yielding | 
ſervice to the Jews in general, 'he had 
formed the deſign of procuring a Greek 
verſion of their legiſlative inſtitutions, and 


— 


* Admitting theſe to be Jewiſh talents, fifty 
weighed five thouſand ſeven hundred and three 
pounds, one ounce, ten penny weights; and their 
value in gold amounted to two hundred ſeventy three | 
thouſand, ſeven hundred, and fifty pounds; but if 

Egyptian, fifty muſt weigh three thouſand, eight 
hundred two pounds, one ounce; and their value 
in gold amount to one hundred eighty two thou- 


ſand, five hundred pounds Engliſh money, according 
to Calmet's tables, 
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{ tended verſion of the hiſtory 


'requeſting that Eleazar would ſelect gs; 
elders from each tribe for athfling in the of een 


temple. The reply of Eleazar fignifieg, 
that the king's letter had afforded infinite 
ſatisfaction to a full congregation of the 
Jews; that he had received from Andræus 
and Ariſtæus twenty cups of gold, thirty of 
filver, five goblets, and a table to be con- 
ſecrated for the ſervice of the altar, toge- 
ther with an hundred talents of ſilver for 
defraying the expence of ſacrifices, and other 
holy uſes; that ſix elders had been ſelected 
from each tribe, and entruſted to deliver to 
his majeſty a body of the Jewiſh'laws, for 
the return of which, after being tranſcribed, 
they relied on his juſtice and piety. The 
letter concluded with a prayer, that the in- 
of the laws 
and antiquities of the Jews might be exe- 
cuted to the entire ſatisfaction of his ma- 
jeſty, and with earneſtly rec,mmending his 
royal perſon and family to the peculiar care 
and protection of Heaven. To the hiph- 
rieſt's anſwer, was ſubjoined the names 
of the ſeventy elders. To particularize the 
preſents with which the king enriched the 
temple, is a tribute due to his royal muni- 
ficence, and that attention which he em- 
ployed to have the work executed with 
{peed and ingenuity. | 
The king cauſed the dimenſions of the Tie gn 
former table to be taken, intending, if the table. 
place where it had ſtood would admit, to 
ſupply a larger : being informed that the 
ſpace would permit him to act ar diſcretion, 
he formed a deſign of providing a table five 
times larger than the original one; but, 
upon reflection, he was of opinion, that ſo 
extraordinary a magnitude would render 
it inconvenient for daily uſe ; and therefore 
concluded to obſerve the former ſcale, and 
to employ, in the ſuperiority of workman- 
ſhip, what he ſhould fave in weight of 
metal by contracting his firſt deſign. He 
ordered the table to be made two cubits 
and a half long, one cubit in breadth, and 
one and a half high. It was entirely com- 
poſed of pure gold, and encompaſſed by a 
triangular border of the breadth of a hand, 
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+ An hundred talents, ſuppoſing them Hebrew, 
weighed eleven thouſand, four hundred and ix 
pounds, three ounces ; and their value in filyer a- 
mounted to thirty four thouſand, two hundred and 
eighteen pounds, fifteen ſhillings; but ſuppoſing 
them to be Egyptian, which ſeems more probable, 
ſeven thouſand, ſix hundred and four pounds, two 
ounces, and were worth twenty two thouſand, 
eight hundred and twelve pounds, ten ſhillings, ot 


Enghtſh meney, \ : 
which 


| Ne golden 


of a meander of one cubit in breadth; and 


pauoartments were ornamented with lozenge 


pf high value; 
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which was embelliſhed with flower-work | 
twiſted ſtrings and other ingenious devices; 


with lily-work, the tendrils and leaves be- 
ing led in a ſerpentine courſe beneath the 


was wrought. an intermixture of vines, 
5 Frapess lillies, and other flowers. Where 


and the feveral parts were fo juſtly diſpoſed, 
that in every point of view the beauty of 
the whole was equally conſpicuous. The 
part of the table moſt expoſed to view was 
decorated with a great variety of precious 
tones, ſet at equal diſtances, and looped 
to the border by golden buckles. Valu- 
able ſtones of an oval form were ſet on the 
outſide of the table, round which twined 
an emboſſed repreſegtation of twigs and 
branches. Ears of corn, bunches of grapes, 

megranates, and divers other fruits were 
repreſented by various kinds of ſtones correſ- 
ponding with the colour of what they were 
meant to imitate, and wrought in the form 
of a crown: beneath this crown was a row 
of oyals, diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as pre- 
ciſely' to match with thoſe above. The 
feet of the table were: received in a golden 
plate of four fingers in breadth, being faſ- 
tened thereto by means of ſtrings and hooks. 
The top of the table was decorated with 
rubies, emeralds, and other ſtones of moſt 
exquiſite luſtre, diſpoſed in a ſerpentine 
direction, and likewiſe: with bows, and 
knots, rather of a lozenge form, the whole 
being interſperſed with chryſtal and amber. 
The cornices of the feet were ornamented 


lab. The baſis was the breadth of a hand, 
being embelliſhed with rubies, and- ſur- 
rounded with a border, the diſtance of two 
hands being left between the feet, which 
were engraven with ſurpriſing ingenyity, 
in repreſentation of the vine and ivy, in-| 
terſperſed with grapes and berries ; and the 
leaſt motion of the air cauſed: the leaves'to 
play, ſo that the work appeared to be the 
production of nature rather than art. The 
thickneſs of this table was half a cubit; 
and it was compoſed of three pieces ſo {kill- 
could not diſoern where the different parts 
united. 5 b 0 


fully joĩned, that the moſt penetrating eye | 


Two large golden cups were provided, 


being ornamented half way up the bowls 


precious ones, ranged in the reſemblance 


others diſpoſed in the figures of creepers 
and twigs; branching to the brim in an 
admirable net - work; and ſome of the com- 


figures, and various kinds of precious ſtones 
; Round the borders of theſe 
veſſels; each containing about four gallons, 


the lilver appeared, it bore a poliſh of un- 
common brilliancy. . .. 


q | 
4 
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The king alſo provided thirty golde 1 0 


* 
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veſſels, richly adorhed withyprecious Rones, The king's 


the intermediate parts beiclg wrought with 
vine and ivy of curious ſculpture Upon 


the delivery of theſe preſents io the highs 


| prieſts he eonſecrated them to the ùſe of 


the temple; Bledzar having entettained 
theicommiſſioner in a manner correſpond - 
ing with the diſtinguiſhed: office they held, 
he diſmiſſed them with grateful gi — 
ledgments to; and preſents of high value for 
their {dverdga,r:: opt £ ci yarnenaſy) 

Upon being informed, that his ainbaſ- 
ſadors were returned to Alexandria; accom- 
panied, by the ſeventy elders, the king im- 
mediatelyſent for Andtæus and Ariſtæus, who 
delivered to him the high-prieft's letters, 
and anſwered various queſtions that he pro- 
poſed, Being impatient for an interview 
with the elders, and averſe to the confers 
ence: with them being interrupted; he iſſued 
an order, that his ſubjects ſhould not have 
the uſual acceſs to his preſence. on any oc- 
cation, whatever; for it was his cuſtom to 
give a public audience once Every month; 
and a private one in the courſe of every five 
days. Soon afterwards, the deputies attend - 


fur 


bounties. 


ed the king with the preſents from Elea- Eleazar at- 
zar, and the manuſcripts of the ſewiſh laws, bade the king 


| : | 11 With preſents 
| written upon parchment in letters of gold. 1 


and parch- 
The king expreſſed great ſurpriſe at the ment mand. 


ingenuity with which the books were form- 1". 4c thay 


ed the ſkins being affixed together with in golden 


ſuch peculiar nicety, that the places where!**<r+- 


they were joiued could not be diſtinguiſh» 
ed. He told them he had a great reſpect 
for them, a greater for the perſon by whom 
they were ſent, but. that his veneration to- 
wards the author of the laws -then before 
him, was ſtill of a ſuperior quality. The 
deputies, by their neon and acclama- 
tions, expreſſed ſuch affecting proofs of a 
zealous attachment to the king, that he 
wept in joyful tenderneſs, The proper 
officers having taken charge of the writ- 


ings, the king embraced the elders, telling 
| them the day of their arrival ſnould be an- 


nually obſerved as a feſtival daring his life: 
this day happened alſo to be diſtinguiſhed 


|| by his naval victory over Antigonus. He 
with ſcallop-work, . beſides being ſet with 


appointed them apartments within his 
palace, ſaying they ſhould be his own im- 


mediate gueſts. » It was'the office of Ni- 


canor to provide for the entertainment and 


convenience of ſtrangers; and he appoint- 


ed Dorotheus as his deputy. As a proof of 
reſpect to the elders, the king eommanded 
that they might de entertained according 
to the cuſtoras of their o.] n eduntry. 


ners of the Jews, Dorotheus was particu- 
larly. directed to. attend to the accommad- 
ation of the elders. A ſcat bring placed 
4 E that Whereon, che eſat, 


the gueſts took their places, and · Dorothe- 
ö 36 niet - Var 
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ducted them along a cauſeway of ſeven fur- | 


Fo 
* 


The tranſla- 
tion finiſhed 


in ſeventy tuo us aſſembled the ſews in the place where the 
elders had made the verſion, and having 
read the book in the preſence of the in- 


days; 


Read over, 


examined and commended, that the eminent men of the 
nation might peruſe the work : and the 


approved. 


attend durin 


were ſhewn to their apartments. 


elders were accuſtomed: to attend the kin 
every morning at his levee, and after waſh-| 
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us was commanded to ſerve them in the 
manner he had, on a previous occaſion, 
ſerved their countrymen. The Egyptian | 


prieſts and officers whoſe buſineſs it was to 
the king's meals, were ex- 
cuſed from their uſual duty: and the king 
called one of the | Jewiſh prieſts, named E- 
liſa, to bleſs the table: he roſe, and return- 
ed thanks to the Lord for the nouriſhment 


[| ſhould undergo a further examination, for 


(Book, 4 
Jax. e elders, and magiſtrates pro- 
poſed, that. fince the tranſlation was ; 
kappüy executed, it might be ratified and 
confirmed unalterable. This propoſition 
was agreed to, conditionally, that the book 


the purpoſe of aſcertaining with the greater 
certainty, whether any einendations were 
neceflary. After being ſo reviſed, it 


ſolemnity with a fervent appeal to Heaven 


in behalf of the king and people. The 


they were about to receive, concluding the 


Jane” ag now with great chearfulneſs par- | 


took of the entertainment. While they 
were at dinner, the king propoſed ſeveral 
ingenious queſtions in philoſophy ; and the 
anſwers. of the elders were pertinent and 
ſatisfactory. Twelve days were employed 
in feaſting and merriment. The matters 
which were diſcuſſed, are amply treated of 
in a book written expreſsly on the fubject 
by Ariſtzus. The arguments enforced in 
the converſation were ſo convincing, as to 
prevail on Menedemus, the philoſopher, to 
acknowledge an over-ruling providence, 
and terminate all controverfies on that 


head. 


In acknowledgment of the edification he 


had derived in the art of government from 


the elders, the king ordered them each a 
preſent of three talents* ; after which they 


On the 
expiration of three days, Demetrius con- 


longs in length, and over a bridge communi- 
cating with the iſland and continent, and 
thence proceeding towards the north, he 
eſtabliſned them in a commodious retreat 
adapted to contemplation: he requeſted 
they would expedite the ttanſlation of the 
laws, and commended them to the protec- 
tion:of Heaven. Excluſive of a competent 
allowance of more ſimple fare, by the 
king's command Dorotheus ſupplied them 
with delicacies from the royal table. The 


ing their hands with ſea-water, cloſel 
to apply themſelves to ſtudy till. dinner- 
time, which was three o'clock in the after- 
noon. 5 1 $38) 55 
The tranſlation being compleated with- 
in the ſpace of ſeventy-two days, Demetri- 


terpreters, it received the unanimous ap- 
probation of the people. Demetrius re- 


* ll 
8 8 


g || pliance would contribute both to their hon- 


determined that noalteration ſhould be wide OI 
in the text. | ENS "dies 
The ſucceſs of this.undertaking, and the 
approbation it had received from the pub- 
lic, were circumſtances highly fatisfaQory 
to the king. The book being read to him 
he expreſſed himſelf in the warmeſt term; 
of admiration of the wiſdom of the legit. 
lator. He obſerved to Demetrius, that 
conſidering the incomparable exccllency of 
the Jewiſh laws, it was ſurpriſing that they 
were neither mentioned by poets nor hiſ- 
torians. Demetrius replied, that being of 
divine inſtitution, the people preſumed not 
to prophane them; adding, that Theo- 
pompus ſurreptitiouſly introduced ſome 
texts of the facred writings in his pub- 
lications, under the deſcription -of being 
of his own invention, he had been puniſh- 
ed for his impious temerity by a judicial 
phrenzy, which continued thirty days; 
and that he had revelations in his ſleep, in- 
forming him of the cauſe of his affliction, 
which was removed upon his repentance 
and ehrneſt ſupplication for mercy from 
Heaven. He alſo mentioned, that Theo- 
dectes, the poet, had been ſtruck with blind- 
neſs for introducing a part of the holy writ- 
ings into a tragedy, but that he had been 
reſtored to ſight upon a penitential acknow- 

ledgment of his crime. 
Demetrius having delivered the books to 
the king, he gave orders that they ſhould 
be preſerved with alLimaginable care. He 
deſired the commiſſioners to omit no op- 
portunity of viſiting him, ſaying their com- 


— 


our and intereſt ; for his acknowledgments 
would ever be proportioned to the dignity 
of a great prince, and worthy the accept- 
ance of men of their diſtinguiſhed learning 
and wiſdom. Upon their taking leave of 
him preparatory to their retarn, he. pre- 
ſented to each three ſuits of rich apparel, 
two talents ia gold, the value of one talent The ting 
in cups, beſides couches for ſleeping, ſit- ain ke th 
ting, or placing their food upon at meals. ih bah 
He commiſſioned them to deliver to 
high-prieſt preſents conſiſting of ten beds, ent. 
with filver feet, and ſuperb furniture, 2 
chalice of thirty talents of ſilver, ten purple 


| aac +2... 
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- Being given in Egypt, it is preſumed: that thoſe 
were the talents of that country, and if ſo three of 
them weighed two hundred and twenty-eight pounds, 


one ounce, and ten penny weight, and in value a- 


nth. 


— * 


r 


mounted to ſix hundred and cighty-four pounds, 
ſeven ſhillings and fix pence of Englith coin, accord- 
ing to the tables of Calmet. + 


* 
n 


robes 


the of rich pre- 
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and goblets of various kinds, and two veſ- 


of the temple. Theſe donatives were ac- 
companied by a letter to the high-prieſt, 
ſignifying, that he ſhould derive particular 
ſatisfaction from a future viſit from the 
interpreters of the book of the Jewiſh laws, 
for whom he had a high eſteem, conſider- 
ing them as men that had a peculiar claim 


ed thirty- nine years. 


CHAP. III. 


BY FLAVIUS ſosSEPHUs.! 


' robes, a magnificent crown, and one hun- | people, ſetting forth 
dred pieces of fine linen; and likewiſe cups a 


55 


) that their city being Marcus A- 
pit from Antiochus, the ſon of Seleucus, £22* de- 


ö fends the 
whom the Greeks had ſuramed the » Jews againſt 


fels of gold to be dedicated to the ſervice || they infiſted on being put in poſſeſſion of be Ionians. 


the place, and themſelves to have privi- 
leges, in excluſion of all other people; and 
that the Jews ſhould be permitted to ſhare 
the immunities, only on condition of a- 
dopting idolatrous worſhip. Nicolaus of 
Damaſcus was counſel for the Jews; and he 
brought the matter to iſſue, when judgment 


upon his munificence. - Philadelphus reign-|| was pronounced, that they ſhould continue 


in the uninterrupted exerciſe of the ſeveral 


inſtitutions and cuſtoms of their nation, and 
las a confirmation of this decree, Agtippa 


The Fews are treated with great Kindneſs by declared that he would permit no innova- 


the kings of Afia. The king of Egypt e- 
ſpouſes Cleopatra, daughter of Antiochus 
=, ER 3 


N account of their courage and fi- 


war, the kings of Aſia behaved with great 
Aal in fu. liberality towards the Jews. Seleucus, 
ee ſurnamed Nicanor, admitted them to the 
n privileges and immunities of freemen not 
only of the metropolis of Antioch, but, al- 
ſo of his ſeveral cities throughout Aſia and 
Lower Syria, which they enjoy to this day 
in common with the Greeks and Mace- 
donians. The Jews being prohibited the 
uſe of foreign oil, the Olympic officers had 
it in commiſſion from the government, to 
allow them, in lieu thereof, a portion of 
money. In the following war, the people 
of Antioch inſiſted upon the Jews being a- 
bridged of this privilege : but Mutianys, 
governor of the province of Syria, would 
not comply with their requiſitions. The 
people of Alexandria urged the disfranchiſe- 
ment of the Jews, during the reign of Veſ- 
paſian and his ſon Titus: but the Romans 
3533 oppoſed the meaſure, which the 
above-mentioned princes could not be in- 
duced to countenance. Notwithſtanding 
the provocation of an obſtinate war and re- 
bellion, they nobly declined a gratification 
of their own paſſions, and rejected the in- 
terceſſion of two powerful nations, on the 
conſideration that the privileges of the Jews 
could not be mages without a violation 
of juſtice. 'Their former deſerts prevailed 
over the preſent offences ; and the princes 
aid, that, private intereſt ſhould not ſe- 
duce them to take mean advantages. They 
urged, that ſuch of our people as had taken 
up arms againſt the Romans, had been ſuf- 
hiciently puniſhed in the courſe of the war; 
and to abridge the ſacred rights of thoſe 
who had not committed offence, would be 
equally contrary to the principles of reaſon 
and juſtice. | 1 
The generoſity of Marcus Agrippa to- 
wards the Jews, ſtands on record. The 
lIonians violently remonſtrated againſt that 


| delity, and their , ſkill in the art of 


tion on the rights of the Jews. The par- 
ticulars of theſe tranſactions are inſerted in 
Nicolaus's hiſtory 116. 123, 124. As we 
had not commenced hoſtilities againſt the 
Romans, the conduct of Agrippa is not to 
be conſidered as ſo extraordinary an inſtance 
of generoſity and candour, as that of Veſ- 
paſian and Titus, who never tranſgreſſed 
the limits of moderation, even in the utmoſt 
rage of war, FI 
Aſia, Judea, and Cœle- Syria, were con- 
tinually diſturbed during the wars main- 
tained by Antiochus the Great, againſt 
Philopater Ptolemy, and Ptolemy, his ſon 
ſurnamed Epiphanes ; and which ever par- 
ty prevailed ſtill the Jews were ſufferers. 
At length, Antiochus obtained poſſeſſion 
of Judea, e „ 
Some time after the deceaſe of Philopa- 
ter, his ſon diſpatched a powerful army in- 
to Ccœle Syria, under the command of Antiochus 
Scopas, who took ſeveral cities, and ſub- makes _— 
jugated the whole country of Judea. At "awe 
length Antiochus gave battle to and van- Scopas breaks 
quiſhed Scopas, near the head of the Jor- 1 
dan, and was thereby enabled to recover Antiochus 
thoſe places in Cœle- Syria, and Samaria of beate him out 
which the invader had taken poſſeſſion. 
After this ſucceſs, the Jews voluntary receiv- 
ed the army of Antiochus into their city, 
and after liberally entertaining the ſoldiers, 
and affording plenty of provinder for the ele- 
phants and horſes, joined in a vigofous at- 
tack upon the caſtle wherein Scopas had 
ſtationed a garriſon. In the ſixteenth book 
of his hiſtory, Polybius, the Megalopolitan, 
ſays, ©* In the winter ſeaſon Scopas, Pto- 
lemy's general, invaded and entirely con- 
quered the country of the Jews,” In the 
ſame book it is added, After the defeat 
of Scopas by Antiochus, the latter reduced 
Bathamea, Samaria, Gadara, and Abila, 
and was afterwards joined by the Jews of 
Jeruſalem where the holy temple was ſi- 
tuated.” OT Es 
Antiochus wrote letters to his officers, 
which, after recapitulating the ſervices he 
had received from the Jews, CO 25 
| that 
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titude to contribute towards the reſtoration | 
of their city, and to recal their country- 


and that, on theſe conſiderations, it was his 


freedom, and compenſation made for their 
loſſes. 


Antiochus 
writes to his 
officers in fa» 
vour of the 
J ews. 


that all offenders againſt this order ſhould 


to tranſplant from Babylon and Meſopota- 


2 
„ 


in conſideration of former loſſes ſuſtained 


worth ſeven pence of our money, amounted to eigh- 
ty ſeven pounds, ten ſhillings. 
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that he conſidered himſelf as bound in gra- 


men to their former places of reſidence; 


pleaſure to aſſign twenty thouſand pieces of 
filver, to defray the charges of wine, oil, 
and frankincenſe, for ſacrifices; fourteen 
hundred and ſixty meaſures of wheat, to 
be ground into fine flour, and three hun- | 
dred and ſeventy-five meaſures of ſalt; that 
what timber might. be wanted from Li- 
banus, or other places, for the reparation 
of the temple ſhould be ſupplied free from 
duty ; that the Jews be permitted to live 
agrecably with their own laws and cuſ- 
toms; that the elders, prieſts, ſcribes and 
ſinging men, ſhould be exempted from 
every kind of taxation ; that all people then 
reſiding in the city, or that ſhould become 
inhabitants thereof before the month 
of Hyperberetæus, ſhould be exempted 
from taxes for three years; that in 


by the Jews, after the expiration of the 
three years, an abatement ſhould be made| 
in the third part of taxes of every denomi- 
nation; and that ſuch Jews as having been 
made priſoners of war, and were, held in 
bondage ſhould be forthwith reſtored to 


Such as offended againſt theſe 
orders were to pay three thouſand drachmas 
* for the uſe of the prieſts. 


Antiochus publiſhed an edi prohibit- 
ing any perſon from entering the temple 


without having obtained the conſent of the 
Jews, and being purified in the manner pre- 
ſcribed by their law; that the: fleſh of 
horſes, aſſes, mules, panthers, hares, foxes, | 
or other animals which the Jews were not 
allowed to touch, ſhould not be brought 
into the city ; that no animals ſhould be 
fed or brought up in the city, but ſuch as, 
in old times, had been uſed for ſacrifice : and 


pay, for the uſe of the 
ſand drachmas.; 

On another occaſion this ſovereign afford- 
ed a proof his regard to our people. An 


prieſts, three thou- 


inſurrection happening in Phrygia and Ly- | 
bia, he wrote ,to his- general Zeuxes, who 


had the command of an army in the higher 
part of thoſe provinces, informing him, 


that being convinced of the integrity of the 


Jews, he was determined, in compliance 
with the advice of his council and friends, 


mia into Phrygia, two thouſand families of 


Md... ta 2 "I" * 


Three thouſand drachmas, reckoning a drachma 


recited, a treaty of amity was concluded 


ſury their reſpective ſtipends, in order to an 


ful people, were exceedingly vexatious to the 


refuſed to follow the example of his anceſ- 


1 


Book x; 


thoſe: people, with all their effects, for the 
| purpoſe of committing. to their care the 
defence of the garriſons and ſtrong holds; 
and therefore commanding that immegj. 
ately upon their arrival, they ſhould be put 
into poſſeſſion of lands both for building and 
cultivation, without being liable to pay an 
taxes for ten years; and that they ſhould 
be provided. with grain ſufficieat for the 
maintenance of themſelves and their fami- 
lies, till their induſtry ſhould produce 2 
ſupply of that article. art | 
Sometime after the occurrences aboye 


between Antiochus and Ptolemy, upon oc. Antiv,, 
caſion of the former eſpouſing Cleopatra, mie, C 
the daughter of the latter, whoſe marriage vey 
portion conſiſted of one half the revenues Pioleny, 
of Cœle-Syria, Phœnicia, Judea and Sa- 
maria, Theſe provinces were taken upon 
contract by the principal inhabitants there. 


of, who regularly paid into the royal trea- 


equal partition of the produce being made 
between the two ſovereigns. 
While Onias held the pontificate, the 
Samaritans, who were a proud and power- 


Jews, making frequent inroads on their 
country, and carrying numbers of the na- 
tives into captivity. Onias was a man of {6 
weak and covetous a diſpoſition, that he 


tors, in paying a tribute of twenty talents. 
This contumacy was ſo provoking to Pto- Ptolemy wee 
lemy Euergetes, the father of Philopater, my" 
that he diſpatched an ambaſſador to declare to piy nn, 
that if the cuſtomary tribute was not diſ- boi. 
charged, he would quarter a numerous 
army os them, and eſtabliſh a new co- 
lony of inhabitants in their country, This 
embaſly was exceedingly diſtreſſing to the 
generality of the Jews: but ſuch was the 
avarice, that rather than pay the money, 
he determined to abide the conſequence of 
ſo alarming a menace, N 


CHAP. IV. 
Foſeph in tercedes with Ptolemy in favour of 


his uncle Onias: His conduct in regard 
to his uncle proves the cauſe of the ad- 
vancement of his own fortune. Hyrcanus, 


the ſon of Foſeph promoted. Fgęſeph dies. 


NIAS, the high-prieft, had a ne- 
phew named Joſeph, who was 42 
young man remarkable for his prudence and 
integrity. Being at Phichola, the place of 
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two hundred and eighty one pounds, three ounces, 
and their value in filver amounted to fix thouſand, 
eight hundred and 


forty three pounds, fifteen ſhillings 


I Twenty Hebrew talents weighed two thouſand, 


| of our money. 


s his 


* 
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his nativity, his mother gave notice to Jo-|| Athenion, the commiſſioner that Joſeph 
ſeph of the dangerous fituation of the Jews, || had. treated ſo liberally at Jeruſalem, in- 
in conſequence of Onias having refuſed to] formed the king that this was the young 
comply with the peremtory demand of || man of whom he had lately ſpoken to his 
Ptolemy in regard to the tribute. Here- majeſty with ſo great a warmth of appro» 
upon the youth repaired to the high-prieſt, || bation, Upon this, the king invited Jo- The lin * 
W.. cxpoſ- and expoſtulated with him on the misfor- || ſeph into his chariot, and complained to ceives Joleph 
"vi tunes that would reſult to the public, if he him of the ill treatment he had received nde his chae 
ps perſiſtedin his. refuſal to pay the tribute; from Onias. Joſeph. requeſted the king 
obſerving, that, if his avarice was ſo pre- || would impute his conduct to the infirmities 
dominant as not to permit him to yield to] of age, ſaying, a man opprefled with years 
the demand, it would be prudent to ſo- was to be conſidered as in a ſtate: of ſecond 
licit the king to remit a part of the ſum. || childhood ; adding that he would pledge 
Upon Oaias abſolutely refuſing to make ap- || himſelf for the faithful attachment of ſuch 
plication to the king, Joſeph offered to un- || of his countrymen as were till in the vig- 
dertake that office, in which the other ac- || our of their underſtanding. This addreſs, 
vieſed, | | and the manner in which it was delivered, 
Joſeph now aſſembled the people in the || were ſo plealing to the king, that he gave 
temple, and. informed them that he. was orders for Joleph to be provided with a- 
preparing to wait upon the king, whoſe || partments in his palace, and to be enter- 
diſpleaſure againſt the high- prieſt he truſted tained at the royal table. The honourable 
he ſhould be able to appeaſe. The people || diſtinction thus ſhewn to Joſeph inflamed 
thanked him for his propoſal, and il 5: we the envy of the Syrian noblemen who were 
ed him to act in the buſineſs according to || in the king's train, E 7 11 
his own diſcretion. He invited the king's|| Upon the arrival of the time appoint- 
commiſſioner to a ſuperb entertainment, ed for the diſpoſal of the royal revenue, 
which continued ſeveral days; and hav- the nobles of the different provinces offered 
ing preſented to him gifts of conſiderable || eight thouſand talents for the duties of 
lue, informed him, that he ſhould ſhort- || Cele-Syria, Phcenicia, and Samaria, Up- 
y lollow him to the court of his ſovereign, || 91 this, Joſeph reproved them for underva- 
Upon his return to Egypt, the meſſenger ||luing the produce of the duties, and pro- 
mentioned the ig of Onias with || poſed to give for them double the amount % th 
ſeverity, but ſpoke of Joſeph in ſuch high || that the former bidders had offered. A bidding for 
terms of commendation, that both ithe || propoſition fo beneficial to his income could the farm, Jo- 
king and queen expreſſed a deſire of receiv- not tail to be pleaſing to the king, who 1 
ing a viſit from him. ſaſked Joſeph what ſecurity he could give reſt of the 
Joſeph now ſent meſſengers into Samaria for the due performance of his contract. vntractort. 
to collect money among his friends in that || He replied that the ſecurities he meant to 
country for defraying the expence of ap- || propoſe were unexceptionable. Upon bo- 
parel, horſes, carriages, plate, and other || ing deſired by the king to name the parties, 
neceſſaries for his equipage, which a- || he {aid he had no doubt of the acquieſcence 
mounted nearly to twenty thouſand dra- of his majeſty-and his royal conſort in his 
chmas,* oh "RN humble requeſt to become jointly bound 
Proceeding towards Alexandria, Joſeph || for his integrity, The king was fo pleaſed The king a · 
joined company with ſome of the princes || with the ingenuity of the young man, that Fim ih 
and nobles of Syria and Phaznicia, who he immediately entruſted him with the fecurity. 
were on their way to the ſame capital, for collection of the revenues. This preference 
the purpole of treating for the purchaſe of || to a ſtranger was highly diſguſting to the 
the king's revenues, which were annually ſold || other perſons who had intended to take the 
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to the higheſt bidder. Theſe people ridi- contract. | OE a 
culed the appearance of Joſeph and his Thus commiſſioned, Joſeph ſolicited a 
retinue : but regardleſs of their ſcoffs, he guard of two thouſand ſoldiers, to aid him 
continued his journey, and arriving at A- in levying the duties; which being grant - 
lexandria, was informed, that the king ed, be borrowed five hundred talents in 
was at Memphis. He therefore went for- Alexandria, and proceeded towards Syria. 
wards towards that city, and met the king || On his arrival at Aſkalon, the people not 
ſitting in his chariot, with the queen by || only refuſed to pay the tribute, but inſulted 
his fide, and accompanied by Athenion, him; whereupon he puniſhed twenty of the 
they being on their return to Alexandria,  ringleaders, and raiſed a thouſand talents$ 


ler es ith. 
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About five hundred and eighty-three pounds, lue in ſilver amounted to one hundred and fourteen 
ſix ſhillings and four pence of Engliſh money. thouſand and fixty two pounds ten ſhillings, of our 
t Five hundred talents weighed thirty eight thou- NW. e i * | 
lend and twenty pounds, ten ounces, and their va- { The talents here meant we take to by he Syri- 
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from their forfeited eſtates, which he ſent 
to the king, with an account of his pro- 
ceedings. This fo 
he left him wholly to his own conduct; 
and the reſt of the'Syrians, ſtruck by the 
above example, paid their taxes with- 
out | heſitation. The people of Scytho- 

olis following thoſe of Aſkalon in refuſ- 
ing to pay the tribute, Joſeph dealt with 


them as with the others. In the courſe of 


buſineſs Joſeph received many valuable pre- 
ſents both for the king and his miniſters. 


Twenty-two years Joſeph lived in pro- 


ſperity, during which he had ſeven ſons by 
one, wife and one, named Hyrcanus, by the 


daughter of his brother Solymius, whom 


he married in conſequence of the follow- 
ing incident. Journeying to Alexandria 


with his brother, to find a Jew of rank 


proper to marry his daughter, Joſeph, be- 
ing at ſupper with the king, fell in love 
with a maid who was dancing to entertain 
Communicating his ſecret to 


to his brother, he requeſted, that, fince he 
could not lawfully eſpouſe the maiden of 


Joſeph mar- 
ries the 
daughter of 
his brother 


Solymius. 


whom he had become enamoured, he 
would contrive to introduce them privately 
to each other. The brother readily pro- 
miſed compliance: but put his own daugh- 
ter to bed with Joſeph, inſtead of the other 
virgin; and he having drank freely, the 
deception was not diſcovered. The ſame 
artifice was repeatedly practiced, till Joſeph 
becoming violently enamoured, he la- 
mented to his brother the improbability 


of obtaining the king's conſent to his mar- 


riage with the object of his paſſion. Soly- 


mius told him he had no cauſe of uneaſi- 


neſs ſaying, he might take the woman as 
his lawful wife; and after explaining all 
the particulars of the ſtratagem he had put 
in force, added that he had permitted a 
violation of his daughter's chaſtity, rather 
than his brother ſhould he guily of an a- 
trocious crime. This explanation was 
highly ſatisfactory to Joſeph, who in a very 


ſhort time married his brother's daughter, | 


who bore to him a ſon that received 
the name of Hyrcanus. At thirteen years 


of age, this youth was fo diſtinguiſhed by 


a naturally benevolent diſpoſition, and an 
uncommon. ſhare of undetſtanding, that 
his brothers became envious of him, on ac- 
count of his remarkable ſuperiority to them 
in every repect, although he was the young- 
eſt of the family. Ceri Ht nl 


4 


Ad 
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its value in filver amounted to forty two pounds, 
fiftcen ſhillings, ani five pence halfpenny half far. 
thing; a the uſand muſt therefore weigh fourteen 
thuutand two hundred and fifty ſeven pounds, | nine 
ounces fiſteen penny weights, and amount in value to 
forty two thouſand ſeven hundred and entf three 
pounds eighteen ſhillings and nine pen c. 
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pleaſed the king that 


| 


"Joſeph, willing to make 
abilities of his children, placed 
except Hyrcanus, under experienced mal. 
ters; but they made no proficiency. He 
then ſent Hyreanus on a journey of ſeven 
days into the deſart with three hundred 
pair of oxen, to plow and ſow, firſt 
privately taking away the lines that were 
to faſten the yokes to the plows. The 
youth, on his arrival, miſſing the lines, ſome 
huſbandmen adviſed him to fend to his fa. 
ther for them: but, unwilling to lof: & 
much time, he gave orders for ten yoke of 
oxen to be killed, the fleſh of which he 
diſtributed among his workmen, and had 
the {ſkins cuts into thongs; with which he 
faſtened the oxen to the plows ; and havin 
performed his buſineſs, returned to his fa. 
ther. Joſeph was enraptured at this pru- 
dence of his ſon, and embraced him in to- 
ken of his approbation of ſuch conduct: 
but the brothers hated Hyrcanus for his 
ſuperior abilities. 5 


Soon after this, Joſeph heard chat the 


roof of the 


haſtening to court, to congratulate the king 
on the occaſion. Joſeph's age prevented 
his attendance; but he ſeverally aſked 
ſons to go; one of whom ſaid he ſhou 
not chuſe to appear before the king; a 
cond was unacquainted with the ways of 
the court, and different excuſes were made 
by the reſt: but they united in wiſhing 
Hyrcanus might be ſent.” Hereupon Jo- 
ſeph called him, and aſked how he would 


| 4 


an, one; of which weighed fourteen pounds three | 
ounces one penny weight and twenty one grains, and 


ſhillings. 


conduct himſelf if employed in this buſineſs, 
Hyrcanus ſaid, he ſhould think it an hon- 
our to be ſo commiſſioned and would not 
put his father to much expence, hinting 


the charge. Joſeph pauſed, admiring this 
moderation, when thk ſon ſaid, * I would 
not recommend the ſending from this place 
any preſents to the king : but write to your 
agent at Alexandria, to furniſh me with 
proper gifts. On conſideration, Joſeph 


ſon letters of credit to Arion, who had 
then three thouſand talents in hand; Jo- 
ſeph uſing to remit the collection of Syria 


fury. Hyrcanus immediately went to A- 
rion with his letters, while his brothers 
lecretly plotted his deſtruction. Arion 
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Ten talents weighed feven hundred and fixty 


* 
* 


thouſand, two hundred and eighty one pounds, five 


+ Three thouſand talents weighed two hundred 
and eighteen thouſand, one hu dred and twenty five 
pounds, being equal in value to ſix hundred, eighty 
tour 'thoufand;: three hundred and ſeventy five 


1 dete n % 


N aſk- 


thought that ten talents* might make the 
neceſlary purchaſes; on which he gave his 


{0M 


Boox y yar 


queen was brought to bed of a ſon and that 


the princes and great men of Syria were yr 

ſent to cam 
pliment the 
king on th 


nie birth of a 


ince. 


that ten thouſand drachmas Would defrav 


to him, to be tranſmitted to the royal trea- 


pounds, five ounces, and in ſilver amountes to two 


Mr. IV.] 


aſking what ſum would be ſufficient, Hyr- 
canus ſaid a thouſand talents.} Saying he 
ſuppoſed the money was meant to be ſquan- 
dered away in luxury, Arion refuſed to ad- 
vance more than ten talents, which he 
would ſee expended in preſents only; and 
obſerving, that his father had gained his 
fortune by care and induſtry, recommend- 
ed Hyrcanus to follow ſo worthy an ex- 
ample. Provoked by his refuſal, and the 
ſeverity of his rebukes, Hyrcanus had him 
committed to priſon. At this time Arion's 
wife, who was on good terms with the 
queen, carried the -news to her-miſtreſs, 
and the queen told it the king, with re- 
flections on the young man's conduct. 
Hereupon the king ſent a meſſage to Hyr- 
canus, wondering that he did not: fulfil his 
father's commiſſion, and ſtill more that he 


attend immediately, and clear himſelf of 
the charge alledged againſt him, Hyrcan- 
us bade the meſſenger tell the king that, 
by the laws of the Jews, no man was to 
eat the fleſh of any ſacrifice, ' who had not 
himſelf firſt offered ſacrifice in the temple; 
that his caſe was ſimilar, and he could not 
wait on the king till he had provided the 
preſents which his father had ordered as a 
teſtimony of his duty and gratitude and that 
with regard to puniſhing a refractory ſer- 
vant, he thought himſelf juſtified; for the 
ill example of an inferior might at length 
reach the king 
ty is deſpiſed, the precedent 1s dangerous. 
The king was charmed when he heard 
of this dignity of ſentiggent in ſo young a 
ey ey 


Brcanus By this time Arion found he had no in- 
mtertained at * Fraun Kath dds tat 
Wi op tereſt with the king; on which he com- 


ſand talents to Hyrcanus, who immediate- 


ly went to court, and was admitted to the 
royal table. Hyrcanus now privately 


bought of the merchants one hundred fine 
young men, and the ſame: number of 2c- 


compliſhed girls, at a tlent each. Himſelf 
and other perſons of diſtinction, being in- 
vited to dine with the king, the maſter of 
the ceremonies, on account of his youth, 
placed Hyrcanus at the bottom of the 
table. The company agreed to lay their 
bones on Hyrcanus's: plate, and then defired 


ä * 
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ſuch a number of bones.“ Sir; ſaid f L 


had impriſoned the agent : ordering him to | 


himſelf: as where authori- 


pounded for his liberty by paying the thou- 


LY 


| Tryphon, the king's Jeſter to ridiciile hit 
which he attempted, by telling the _ a 
to take notice of the circuniſtance; and ob- 
ſerving, that ſo had the father of Hyrcanus 
picked the bones of all Syria. The king ſpl” 
ingly aſked the youth, bow he cane by 


directing a ſardaſtic look to the company, 
dogs eat bones as well as the meat, but 
men of underſtanding throw the former a- 
ſide, as you perceive. I have done” This 
reply not only ' pleaſed the king, but*alſo” 
gave the company a more favourable idea 
of the character of Hyreanusss. 
On the following day Hyrcanus enquir- 
ed among the domeſtics? What preſents 
their maſter's intended to make the king;* 
on occaſion of the birth! 6f the pritice? 
Some ſaid twelve talents*; forte mentioned 
larger, and others ſmaller ſums: when, 
Hyrcanus pretended to be'uneiſy becauſeit 
was not in his power to compliment the 
king with more than five talents. What 
had paſſed with Hyrcanus the fervantꝭ te 
lated to their maſters, who rejoiced in the 
ſuppoſition that on account of the ſmall eb 0 
value of his preſents, the youth would be 
debaſed in the king's opinion. On the daß 
appointed for making the preſents none 
exceeded the value of twenty talents t ex xx 
cept that of Hyrcanus whoſe donation coll 
ſifted of the hundred boys, and the ſame 
number of young virgins that he had 
purchaſed, together with two hun 
dred talentsh. The liberalty of this gift 
aſtoniſhed the king: but excluſive thereof 
Hyrcanus gave gratuities to the king's of- 
ficers, as a means of counteracting the plots 

his brothers had concerted for effecting his 
deſtruction. The conduct of - Hyreanus 
ſtruck the king with ſuch admiration that 

he promiſed to grant any requeſt he ſhould 
N He ſaid he only withed for letters 

in juſtification of his proceeding to his f. 

ther and brothers. In comphanee Hide 122100 


this requeſt, letters to his family wers writt. 
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ten, and the king diſmiſſed him with? pre- 
ſents of bigh vale. © 910771 bo 0 flog 


 'Upon' being informtd of the honownble = 
reception Hyrcanus bad experienced from 
the king and "queen his brothers engaged 
in a confpiraey for meeting hinponꝶ hi aps Hyrcanus af- | 
proaching che Ager „and putting him de probe his 
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two thouſand ſeven h 
ten ſhillings... _ 
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two ounces, and t 
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en penny weigths, and in vaſue 


ppunds, ten ounces; and in Wale! 


A. ue Hb 


p44 1 


"5775 no er eee, 
dto eleveh hungred and forty, pqunds/twelys. 
83 all 1 


i tn welded Keel Pune ind they: 


——_ - 
. ; LS 20.7 328 
amounte 


A F® 


| notatedb te four 
thouſand five hundred and ſixty two praynderiteti 


ſhithngs. - : S awels' card 4 
. hed nen thouſand . 
1 ary 


ounce 


9 ine 


L un 
10rr 


ove AAS 
death ; | 


Jofeph dies. 


Onias dies, 
and is ſuc- 
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death; nor was the father who was offend- 
ed with the youth on account of the ex- 
pense attending his expedition, ignorant 
of their deſign, though in order to avoid 
the king's diſpleaſure he pretended to be 


wholly unacquainted with the conſpiracy. | 
In ſhort, the brothers intercepted and aſſault- 


ed Hyrcanus on his way to Jeruſalem, but 
an obſtinate reſiſtance being made, two of 
the brethren and ſeveral of their followers 
were ſlain upon the ſpot, the reſt eſcaping 


to Jeruſalem. Hyrcanus purſued his jour- | 


ney to that city, but finding, on hisarrival, 
that but little reſ was ſhewn him, for 
his own ſecurity, he croſſed the river Jor- 
dan, where he collected the king's duties 
from the Barbarians during the remainder 
of his life. At this time Seleucus, other- 


wiſe Sotor, or the Saviour, the ſon of An- 


tiochus the great, reigned over Aſia. Soon 
after the departure of Hyrcanus from Je- 
ruſalem, Joſeph, his father, died, after 
holding the office of receiver of the duties 
of Syria, Phenicia and Samaria, two-and- 
twenty years. He was a man of piety, 

rudence and courage, and by a proper ex- 


ertion of his talents materially contributed | 


ceeded by Sis to alleviate the diſtreſſes of the Jews. A- 


mo dach bout the ſame time died Onias, the uncle 
he priefikood of Joſeph, and he was ſucceeded in the 
oes to his 


n Onias. 


prieſthood by his ſon Simon. Upon the de- 
ceaſe of Simon, the pontificate deſecended to 


his ſon Onias, to whom Arius, king of the 


Arius pro- 


miſes friend- 


ſhip to che 
J ewss 


Lacedemonians ſent an ambaſſy to the pur- 


port mentioned in the ſubſequent chapter. 


r, V. 
Arius, king, of the Lacedemonians claims 


kindred with the Fes. Hyrcanus builds 
a caſtle of great ſtrengtb, which is called 


Dre. Hyrcanus deſtroys himſelf. 
\ RIUS, kin gof theLacedemonians,diſ- 


that it appearing from an ancient manu- 


ſecipt he had wy peruſed, that his own || 


anceſtors and thoſe of Onias were related, 


he conceived it but reaſonable that they 
ſhould minſter every poſſible office of friend- 
ſhip and 
he ſhould confider the Jews and his own 


good will to each other, and that 


ſubjects to he mutually bound to promote 
their common intereſts. It was ſaid that 
the letter, written on one page of quarto 


1 


patched a letter to Onias purporting 
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(Book, yy 
brethren was eſpouſed by the bigh- rief- u. 
hos r of the _ — ur 
Deeming 1t unſafe to return to Jeruſalem. ” called 
Hyrcanus continued beyond the Jordan 
[maintaining a perpetual war againſt che 
Arabians, of whom he put great numbers 
to death, and carried others into captivity, 
He built a caſtle of ſurpriGng ſtrength, the 
walls being of white ſtone, and repreſent. 
ing the figures of a variety of animals upon 
a large ſcale in curious ſculpture. The 
caſtle was ſurrounded with a deep ditch, or 
moat, and paſſages leading to the building, 
being ſeveral furlongs in length, were hewn 
through an oppoſite mountain, being, fot 
the ſake of ſecurity, only wide enough at 
the entrance for the admiſſion of one Per» 
ſſon. Within the building were commoadi. 
ous apartments for lodging and entertain- 
ments, ſtately buildings, ſpacious courts, 
and beautiful gardens and fountains. This 
place, to which Hyrcanus gave the appel. 
lation of Tyre, was ſituated upon the con- her 
fines of Acabia and Judea beyond Jordan, at dun 
being in the neighbourhood of the country ** 
of the Eſſebonites. Hyrcanus held the 
government of this place during the ſeven 
years that Seleucus reigned in Syria. Se— 
leucus was ſucceeded by his brother Anti- 
ochus, otherwiſe called Epiphanes. About 
this time alſo died Ptolemy, king of Egypt, 
|| who was likewiſe called Epiphanes, leaving 
two ſons, the elder named | © turing and 
the other Phycon, they being minors. An- 
tiochus having now a very powerful mili- 
| tary force, Hyrcanus dreading that he ſhould 
be called to an account for. his inroads upon 
and ſeverities towards the Arabians, put an 
end to his own life; in conſequence of 
{which Antiochus ſeized all his poſſeſſions. 
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| HAP. IV. 

Feſus advanced to the pontificate, but is de- 
poſed, and ſucceeded by bis brather Ont. 

. The, apoſtacy of Onias and his adberents. 
 Antlochus makes an trruption into Egypt, 
but abandons bis conqueſts at the command 
of the Romans. 


| PON the deceaſe of Onias, Antiochus 
// Epiphanes promoted his brotherJeſus 
ta the pontificate : but having incurred the 


and ſealed with the figure of an eagle 
gra (Ping a dragon in her talons, would be 


wered by his truſty ſubje& and ſervant 


Demoletes; © 


After the deceaſe of Joſeph, violent dif- 


putes and animoſities aroſe, in conſequence 
of the implacable enmity which his elder 
ſons harboured againſt their younger bro- 
ther Hyrcanus. The conſpiracy of the 


ö 


[king's diſpleaſure, he was depoſed, and 


Onias, his younger brother, appointed to 
ſucceed him. Theſe were the three ſons 


of Simon, and they enjoyed the pontifical 


. 


dignity in regular ſucceſſion. Jeſus aſſumed 
the name of Jaſon, and Onias that of Me- 
nelaus. On account of this change of 
names, the people divided themſelves into 
factions. . The cauſe of Jaſon was eſpouſed 
by the majority of the populace, and the 
ſons of Tobias attached themſelves to the 
in- 


| 


yotiochvs 
uns con- 
queſts in 


for his admiſſion. 


intereſts of Menelaus. Declaring a roſolu- 
tion to renounce the Jewiſh mode of wor- 
ſhip, and adopt that of the Greeks, Mene- 
jaus and his adherents, retired to Antioch, 
after having obtained permiſſion to erect 
in Jeruſalem a kind of academy for public 
exerciſes. In their religion, cuſtoms, and 
manners, they ſo exactly reſembled the 
Greeks, as not to be diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe people. : 
Antiochus was now reſolved to make an 


expedition into Egypt, knowing that the || 
ſons of Ptolemy were not in a condition to | 


make any conſiderable reſiſtance. Marching 
a powerful army to Peluſium, by a ſtroke 


of policy he deceived Philometer, and gain- 


ed a footing in Egypt. Having reduced 
Memphis, and ſeveral neighbouring places, 
he proceeded towards Alexandria, with a 
view of making a conqueſt of that city. 
However, upon receiving a peremtory 
command from the Romans to draw off 
his army, he deemed it prudent to abandon 


the conqueſts he had gained. 
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Feruſalem betrayed to Antiochus. The tem- 

ple and city plundered and defliroyed. Many 
of the Fews become apoſtates. The tem- 
ple at Garisim dedicated to Jupiter. 


ROM Egypt Antiochus immediately 
marched his army toJeuſalem,and hav- 
ing ſeduced a party of the inhabitants to his 
intereſts, they treacherouſly opencd the gates 


the inhabitants were indiſcriminately put 
to the ſword, not even thoſe who had open - 
ed the gates being ſpared. The enemy 
plundered the temple of the golden candle- 
ſticks, golden altar, table of ſhew-bread, 
lik and linen embroidery, curtains, holy 
veſſels, and other treaſure to an immenſe 
value, and levelled the city with the ground. 
The people were prohibited from offering 
up daily ſacrifices, and the conquerors 
erected a tower in the city, commanding a 


view of the temple, which they fortified, 
ſtationing therein a great number of Mace- || 


donians and apoſtate Jews. In the temple 


Antiochus cauſed an altar to be erected, 


whereon hogs were ſacrificed, in contempt 
and deriſion of the Jewiſh conſtitutions ; 
and temples and altars were built for the 
lame purpoſe in different cities and towns. 
Antiochus laid ſevere penalties on ſuch of 
the Jews as circumciſed their children, 
keeping people conſtantly in pay for inform- 


ing againſt and proſecuting them. Though 


the majority of the people ſubmitted to the 
tyrannical commands of the king, yet there 
were many poſſeſſed of fortitude and reſolu- 
tion to brave all dangers, rather than vio- 
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| all people who ſhould continue the ſacred 


from being involved in the wretched fate 


About ten thuuſand of 
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late the laws of their country. Thoſe who 
preſumed to diſobey his orders, after being 
whipped with great ſeverity, were crucified, 
together with their wives, ſuch of their 
children as had been circumciſed, bein 

hung about the necks of their fathers. All 
the copies of the holy ſcripture that could 
be found were deſtroyed, and a proclama- 
tion was iflued, denouncing death againſt 


writings in their poſſethon. | 

When the Jews were reduced to this The Samari- 
extremity of diſtreſs, the Samaritans diſ- ur dr 3 way 
claimed all kindred with them, and denied flock f A 
that the temple at Garizim was dedicated — 
to God, alledging, which indeed was a 
truth, that they were deſcended from the 
Medes and Perſians. To ſecure themſelves 


'of the Hebrews, theſe people diſpatched a 
writing to Antiochus, intitled, The pe 
tition of the Sidonians inhabiting Sichem. 
to king Antiochus Epiphanes, the illuſtri- 
ous god.” 'This paper ſtated, that, where- 
as they had aſſiſted the Jews in building 
a temple on Mount Garizim, which was 
dedicated to an unknown object of worſhip, 
it was their requeſt, that it might be con- 
lecrated to the worthip of Jupiter of Greece; 
and that they might not be moleſted on the 
preſumption of being of the ſame race with 
the iniquitous Hebrews, ſince an appeal to 
their records would clearly prove the con- 
trary. The king now wrote to Apollonius, 
governor of Sichem, and Nicanor his de- 
puty, ſignifying, that himſelf and his coun- 
cil, conlidered the Sidonians of that city as 
innocent of the crimes alledged againſt the 
Jews; and commanding, that fince they 
had conformed to the cuſtoins of the Greeks, 
the temple of Garizim ſhould, agreeably 
with their requeſt, be thenceforward called 
the temple of Jupiter of Greece. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Matthias and his ſons kill the meſſenger, em- 
ployed to enforce idalatrous worſhip, The 
dying advice of Matthias, "71 Cn 
T this time a prieſt named Matthias The zeal and 
lived at Modim, a village of Judea. reſolution of 
He had the five following ſons: Joannan, 332 * 
ſirnamed Gaddis; Simon, otherwiſe Thaſ- Macab. ii. r, 
fi; Judas, alſo called Maccabæus, Eleazar, 14. 
alias Auran; and Jonathan, ſirnamed Ap- 
phus. Matthias frequently lamented to his 
ſons the deſtruAion of the eity and temple 
of Jeruſalem, and the miſerable ſituation 
to which the Hebrews were reduced ; and 
he was accuſtomed to obſerve to them, that 
it would be more honour able to ſacrifice 
their lives in defence of their country, 
their laws, and religion, than to live in a 
ſtate of ſuch degrading ſervility. 


4D Upon 


| 
| 
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Upon the arrival of meſſengers at Modim, 
they applied to Matthias as a man whole ex- 


ample would have a powerful influence up- 


on others, commanding him to worſhip in 
the manner ordained by the king. This he 
refuſed, ſaying, that if every other perfor 
ſubmitted, he would not, and would adviſc 
his ſons never to abandon their ancient reli- 
gion. While Matthias was thus ſpeaking, 


a Jew came forward, to ſacrifice according 


©. officers, they drew the troops from the caſ- 


_ derneſs, adviſed the Jews to ſubmiſſion, to 


A thouſand 
of the Jews 
ſuffocated un- 
der ground, 


31, 38. 


The dying 
advice of 


Matthias to 
his ſons. 49, 
*6 


to the new edict: which ſo enraged Mat- 
thias and his ſons, that they killed not only 
the Jew, but Apelles, the king's officer, with 
his guard, who were endeavouring to en- 
force the new worſhip. The altar was 
overturned in the conteſt : while Matthias 
exclaimed, ** Follow me, you that regard 
your honour or religion!“ Hereupon Mat- 
thias and his ſons retired to the wildernels, 
leaving their property behind them; and 
were toon followed by numbers of people, 
who reſided in caves a confiderable time. 
News hereof being brought to the king's 


tle of Jeruſalem, and advancing to the wil- 


prevent the neceſſity of deſtroying them. 
To this the Jews turned a deaf ear; on 


which their opponents fixed on the ſabbath | 
for deſtroying them, which they did by} 
burning them in their caves, no reſiſtance | 
being made ; for ſuch was the reverence that 


the Jews had for the day, that, rather than 
profane it, they would periſh. About a 
thouſand men, women. and children were 
thus ſuffocated under ground ; but numbers 
eſcaped, and united themſelves under Mat- 
thias. This venerable man now inſtructed 
them that, in caſe of neceſlity, they ought 
to defend themſelves on the ſabbath, as well 
as at other times ; or their enemies would al- 
ways take the advantage, and attack them 
when no reſiſtance was to be dreaded. They 
were hereby convinced of the propricty ot 


uſing arms on the ſabbath on urgent occa- | 
ſions; and the practice has continued to this 


day. Matthias now drew together all the 
people who had diſperſed themſelves, and 
lurked about in dread of the enemy; and 


finding himſelf at the head of a conſiderable || 


army deſtroyed the idol altars put to the 
{word ſuch apoſtates as could be found, or- 
dered the circumciſion of children, and 
drove off ſuch of the king's officers as were 
appointed to reſtrain that practice. 

After a year had elapſed from the time 
of his retreat from Modim, Matthias was 
convinced that the period of his diſſolution 
Was approaching, and therefore addreſſed 
himſelf to his ſons to the following effect: 
My life is drawing to the cloſe ; but ere 


I leave you, I charge you to be firm in the 


cauſe I have aſſerted. Remember my ad- 
vice, and follow it. Maintain the laws and 


— 


—__ 


| 


* 
— 


appoint him your general. 
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[rights of your country; and, if poſſible te. 
[tore order to a nation almoſt buried in con: 

fuſion; nor aſſociate with thoſe who have 

betrayed it. Diſgtace not your father; but, 

deſpiſing all dangers, reſolutely defend your 

country at the hazard of your lives, aflur. 
ed that God will reward you with a reſtor. 

ation of your liberties. It is true, that our 

bodies are mortal; but great actions immor- 

talize our memories; and to ſuch actions! 

moſt eatneſtly adviſe you to concord with 
each other, and to confider how the abilities 

of each may beſt promote the intereſt of 
you all, For inſtance; Simon has a depth 

of judgment; let him be your counſellor 

in all affairs of importance. Maccabæus is 

diſtinguiſhed, by his valour and military ſkill; 

While you en- 

deavour to preſerve the purity of your re. 

ligion and to promote the weltare of your 
country be aſſured, that you will receive the 

ſupport and aſſiſtance of all men of honour 

and virtue.” 


CHAP. IX. 


The death of Mat thias, who 1s ſucceeded by 
his ſon Judas. | 


AAATTHIAS concluded his addreſs to ne 
his ſons with a tervent prayer, that ceedel by 
the Almighty would render them ſucceſsful Ju tw 
in their endeavours to reſtore the ancient; 
rights and privileges of the country ; and 

dying ſoon after, his remains were interred 

at Modim. Matthias was ſucceeded in the 

adminiſtration, by his fon Judas, otherwiſe 

called Maccabzus, in the hundred and 

forty-ſixth year from the time of Seleucus 

the firſt. Judas was ſo zealouſly ſupported 

by his brothers, that, in a ſhort time, ſuch 
of the apoſtates as eicaped the ſword were 

diſperſed, and the country was cleared from 

their abominable defilements. 


CHAP; 


udas Maccabeus defeats Apollonius, 9 
falls in the battle, He ſubdues the Aſſyri- 
an army, and kills Seron. 


Ntelligence that the command of the jul kills | 
Jews had devolved upon Judas Macca- e 
bæus being communicated to Apollonius, army. 10, it 
governor of Samaria, he advanced againſt 
him. The armies meeting, Judas Macca- 
bæus flew Apollonius, and carried off his 
(word in triumph. Great numbers of the 
followers of Apollonius were killed, and the 
reſt were either made priſoners, or put to 
flight. The conquerors plundered the 
camp of treaſure to a vaſt amount. 
Being informed of the defeat of Apol- 


lonius, and that Judas Maccabæus was 
con- 
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army, Seron, the governor of Cœle-Syria, 
determined to give him battle. After his 
army had been joined by a conſiderable 
number of fugitive Jews, Seron encamped 
at a village of Judea named Bethron. Judas 
alſo made preparations for battle; and ob- 
ſerving that, through fatigue and the want 
of refreſhment, his ſoldiers were diſpirited, 
he addrefled them in the following manner: 
« Recollect, brother warriors, that ſucceſs 
in battle is- not to be aſcribed to human 
power, but that God is the author of vic- 
tory; and be aſſured, that a confidence in 
the Almighty will give you advantages that 
multitudes of armed men cannot command. 
The truth of this is confirmed in the hiſ- 
tory of our anceſtors, who on various occa- 
tons, while fighting in defence of their re- 


ligion, laws, wives, and children; with ſmall | 


numbers overpowered thouſands of their 

enemies. Truth will ever prevail, and inno- 

cence be invincible.” Having thus encour- 

aged and animated his troops, he led them 

to the encounter, which they ſuſtained with 

ſurpriſing bravery and fortitude. In ſhort, 

le gers the Aſſyrian army was totally routed, Seron, 

n wued the general, and eight hundred of his men 

=” 1.4 being ſlain in the field of battle, and the ſur- 
vivors purſued towards the ſeas 


CHAP XI. 


Judas Maccabæus defeats Lyſiat, the gene- 


ral of Antiochus. He repairs to Feruſalem 
and purifies the temple. 

HE repeated misfortunes that Anti- 
. ochus had ſuſtained, induced him to 
a raiſe a powerful army of his own people, 
bie. joined with Greek forces, with which he 
: propoſed to invade Judea in the ſpring ; but 
his natural benevolence, ſupperadded to the 
late troubles, had cauſed ſuch a deficiency 
in the ſupplies, that he found the expence ot 
the war would be more than proportioned to 
the revenue. Hereupon he reſolved to go firſt 
to Perſia, to colle& caſh ; and, during his 
abſence, left the command of the country 
between Egypt and Euphrates, with the 
care of ſome of his troops and elephants, to 
Lyſias, a man of tried integrity; to whom 
he alſo committed the care of his ſon An-| 
tiochus,till he ſhould return : and he deter- 
mined that when he had reduced Judea, 
and fold the inhabitants for ſlaves, that 
the whole country ſhould be deſtroyed. On 
iſſuing theſe orders he paſſed the Euphrates, 

in the year one hundred and forty-ſeven. 

In order to execute this commiſſion, Ly- 
has placed Ptolemy, ſon of Dorymenes, 
with Gorgias and Nicanor, at the head of 
forty thouſand foot, and ſeven thouſand 


continually obtaining reinforcements to his 
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Judea Having encamped on the plain of 
Emmaus; they were joined by numbers of 
Syrians, and thoſe of other countries to- 
gether with fugitive Jews; and merchants 
and traders, who brought fetters to ſecure 
their priſoners. Judas was provided with 
an army of force; but tonimanding his 
people not to ſuppole that theirown ſtrength 
would enſure them ſucceſs, he directed 
them to obſerve a ſolemn faſt, and; being 
cloathed in ſackcloth to implore the protec- 
tion and aſſiſtance of Heaven. The people 
acted according to his orders ; and he then 
divided them into regiments, troops, and 
companies, diſmiſſing ſuch men as had 
lately contracted matrimony, or made 
purchaſes, leſt private and perſonal conſi- 
derations ſhould detatch their minds-from a 
vigorous proſecution of the war, and their 
example prove inſectious to others. * Fellow 
loldiers, ſaid he, it is impoſfible that a 
ſuperior opportunity to the preſent can 
arrive, for acting in defence of our 
country, and ſhewing contempt of danger. 
Our liberty depends on the iflue of to-mor- 
row ; our religion, too is equally concern- 
ed, and they muſt ſtand or fall together. 
Conſider what you contend for; no leſs 
than the peaceable poſſeſſion of all your pri- 
vileges. The queſtion now is, whether you 
will baſely periſh, and involve your country- 


— 0 


men in your own ruin or make one noble ef- 


fort for your preſervation. The man of cour- 
age and the cowardare equally liable to die in 
battle; but great is the difference in fame be- 
tween him who falls a ſacrifice to his coun- 
try's rights, and him who abandons them 
through fear of death. Reflect ferioufly on 
theſe things; and remember that you truſt 
in the providence of God to ſecond your 
valour, and that you are certain of obtaining 
glory while you contend for victory.“ 

Judas had no ſooner finiſhed this ſpeech 
than he was informed that Gorgias, with 
five thouſand foot, and a thouſand horſe, 
conducted by ſome apoſtate Jews intend- 
ed to attack him that night by ſurpriſe. He 
formed a plan for counteracting the enemy, 
by making an attempt upon their camp dur- 
ing the abſence of part of the troops. Having 
ordered ſeveral fires to be made in his own 
camp, he marched in the night towards Em- 
maus, where the enemy were ſtationed. In 
the mean time, Gorgias, finding the Jews had 
abandoned their quarters, imagined that 
they had fled to the mountains, where they 
might be purſued, and with little difficulty 


the 


found they were well- armed, and in all ** 
other reſpects 714 for immediate bat- 
ttle; but notwithſtanding his followers were 


horle, commandipg them to march into 


(only three thouſand in number, and they 
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put to death. At break of day Judas ar- Indas attacks 


enemy by 


rived at the enemy's encampment, where he ſurpriſe at 


maus. 
ac, Iv. 
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indifferently equipped, he told them, that || courts were overſpread with weeds. The 
even if they were wholly deſtitute of weap- ||deplorable ſituation of the placed prove the 
ons of defence, they might engage the foe || ſource of great affl:@tion to Judas and hj. 
with an infallible confidence of ſucceſs; || followers. Judas gave orders. to a bog of The feng 
for they were under the immediate protec- his people to attack the citadel, and While Vd 
tion of divine providence. He than ordered they were employed on that duty, he ſu- 5 web, 
a charge to be ſounded, and leading his perintended the buſineſs of purilying the ela 
troops to a furious attack, committed a ||temple. The building being carefully clean; | Tak 
great ſlauhter upon the enemy, and purſued ||ſed from its impurities, he ſupplicd it with | 
thoſe who eſcaped the ſword to Gadara, and ſa candleſtick, a table, an altar of inceng 
from thence to the plains of Idumea, Azotus and other holy utenſils all of pure gold. He 
and Jamnia. The number of ſlain was likewiſe put up new doors, and veils and 
about three. thouſand. Judas would not hanging on the walls. The altar that had been 
permit his troops to plunder the field till prophaned by ſacrifices and burnt offerings 
the army under the command of Gorgias to idols, was removed, and another of a 
| ſhould be ſubdued, after which, he faid, ||hewn ſtonef, ſubſtituted in its place. Upon 

| they ſhould have permiſſion to ſeize the twenty- fifth day of the month Cafleu, 
5 the ſpoil. Judas had ſcarcely iſſued the ||called Apellæus by the Macedonians, being 
1 above order when ſome of the people under ||preciſely three years from the prophanation 
1 Gorgias perceived from an eminence the of the temple by Antiochus, lighted tapers 
| havoc made in the tents of their aſſociates, were placed in the candleſtick, incenſe was 
| the field covered with dead bodies, and a offered upon the altar, and oblations of 
ſmoak iſſuing from the camp; and upon this ||burnt-offerings were made. The cere- 
| diſcovery they diſperſed. Judas now gave his mony of the purification was repeated on 
| | ſoldiers liberty to ſeize the ſpoil, which con- the ſame day in the one hundied and tor. 
ſiſted of gold, ſilver, ſcarlet and purple veſt- ||ty-eighth year of the olympiad, according to 
ments, and various other articles to a great the prediction pronounced by the prophet 
amount. The conquerors carried off the Daniel four hundred and eight years pre- 
lunder in triumph, chaunting forth the vious to the prophanation by the Rlucedo— 

praiſes of God, and returning him thanks nians. 18 | 

for their late victory. Judas continued the feſtival for the ſpace 
With a deſign of reſcuing himſelf from of eight days, during which time divers fa— 
the difgrace of this defeat, the following crifices were made, while the prople return- 
year Lyſias led into Judea an army of fixty ed thanks to and ſung the praiſes of the Al- 

thouſand foot, and five thouſand horſe, and mighty. The public joy was ſo great on, _. 
formed his encampment at Bethſura. Judas [this reſtoration of religion and law, that an cc 
had only ten thouſand men under his com- |[anniverſary of eight days celebration was 59- 
mand: but notwithſtanding ſo great a diſ- appointed to be held for ever, and which is 
arity of numbers, he reſolutely advanced ||{t:]] called the Feaſt of Lights ;” which I 
to battle, and after offering up a ſhort pray- ||preſume, alludes to that light which on this 
er for ſucceſs, he ſo furiouſly attacked the occaſion deſcended from Heaven in a very 
enemy, that on the firſt ſhock their lines ||peculitar manner. Judas caufed the walls 
were broken, and purſuing the advantage of the city to be repaired, and fortified with 
given by their confuſion, five thouſand of towers; he alſo ſtationed a garriſon at Beth- 
their men were flain. This diſcomfiture ſura, and effectually fortified the place. 
had ſuch an effect upon the people under || The encreaſing power of the Jews irritat- 
Lyſias, that they declared a reſolution to ed the neighbouring nations to do them 
renew the conflict, and either to conquer every poſſible injury; and many of themiwere 
or die. Obſerving that his followers were deſtroyed by force or artifice, while Judas did 
driven to a ſtate of deſperation, Lyſias his utmoſt to defeat their machinations. At 
withdrew them to Antioch, where he re- this period he attacked Acrabaran, where 
mained collecting reinforcements, reſolving ||he got a great booty, after deſtroying the 
to avail himſelf of a future opportunity of ||Edomites, blocking up the ſons of Baan, 
wreaking vengeance upon the Jews. their commander, in fortified places, where 
Animated by his ſucceſſes againſt Anti- they lay to attack the Jews; but thets 
ochus, Judas eneouraged his followers to places were taken, and laid in aſhes, thoſe 
march to Jeruſalem, for the purpoſe of pu- who protected them being deſtroyed. When 
rifying the temple, and offering up ſacrifi- Judas had routed theſe people, he attacked 
ces. On their arrival, they found the gates the Ammonites, commanded by Timothe- 
of the city had been burnt, the temple us; conquered them, and took the city of 
Wholly abandoned, and thet the ſeveral Jazar, ſet it on fire, made captives of the 


» 0h, 


Judas defeats 
Lyſias. 
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* This was agreeable to Moſaical precept. ** And ||build it of hewen ſtone : for if thou lift up thy tool 


if thou wilt make me an altar of ſtone, thou ſhalt not upon it, thou haſt polluted it.“ Ex. xx. 29. 
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vol to ſcale to their countrymen. 
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7. XII. 


women, and children, and returned in tri- 
umph. As ſoon as he was gone, the people 
aſſembled at Galaad, and attempted to ſur- 
priſe the Jews in that diſtrict ; but taking 
refuge in the fortreſs of Dametha, they 
informed Judas that Timotheus meant to 
attack them, and begged his aſſiſtance. At 
this inſtant meſſengers fromGalilee brought 
complaint to Judas, that a conſpiracy was 
ſormed againit them by the inhabitants of 
Ptolemais, Tyre, Sidon, and other neigh- 
bouring nations. | 


CHAP. XII. 


Galilee relieved by Simon, the brother of 
Judas. Judas and Fonathan defeat the 
Aimmonites. The Fews inhabiting Ga- 
laud removed into Fudea. Ephron de- 
feroyed, and the male inhabitants put to 
death, Gorgias defeats Fiſe pb and Azarias 


UDAS diſpatched his brother Simon 
with three thouſand choſen men to 
yield ſuccour to the Jews in Galilee, while 
himielr and another brother named Jona- 
than marched at the head of an army of 
eight thouſand troops to Galaad, the reſt 
of his forces being left under the care of | 
Joſeph and Azarias, with orders not to 
fight during his abſence. When Simon 
arrived at Galilee, he attacked the enemy, 


and deſtroyed three thoutand, purſuing 


them to the gates of Ptolemais. Having 


ftripped the vanquiſhed, they redeemed | 
the priſoners taken by the enemy with the 


ſpoil, and retnrned to Jeruſalem with 
them. | | : 

Judas and his brother Jonathan having 
marched three days into the wilderneſs be- 
yond Jordan, the Nabathites received them 
amicably, and informed them of the diſ- 
treſs of their countrymen” confined in Ga- 
laad, advifing them to haſten to relieve. 
them, by the way of the defart. During 
this expedition they reduced and burnt the 


town of Bareſa, and put to the ſword all 


who were capable of bearing arms. Night 
now advanced, bat Judas proceeded to a 


that ſome Jews were beſieged. On his 


arrival there early in the morning, he found | 


the affailants provided with ſcaling ladders 
ard other machines for taking pelfeſion of 
the place. He now divided his army into 
three bodies, exhorting them to exert every 
poſſible effort of courage in affording relief 
Upon the ſecond 
of the trumpet, the enemy were at- 
tacked with great ſpirit in the rear: but 
they no ſooner underſtood that the adverſe 
army was-under the command of Judas, 
than the-rememberance of all the ſplendid 
exploits he had atchieved ruſhed upon 


| 
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their imagination, and compelled them to 
fly in the utmoſt terror and conſternation. 
The Jews purſued, and put eight thou- 
land of them to death. Immediately after 
the purſuit, Judas attacked a town be- 
longing to the barbarians called Malla m 
which place he deſtroyed by fire, putting 
all the maie inhabitants to the ſword. The 


ſame fate allo attended Caſphan, Boſor, and 


| other places that were taken in the enemy's 


country. 1 
A ſhort time after, Timotheus collected 
a numerous army, in which was a band of 
of Arabians and other foreign au xiliaries; 
and paſſing the river, encamped near Ra- 
phan, where he addreſſed his troops, requeſ- 
ting, that they would courageouſly op- 


poſe the paſſage of the Jews, ſince the ii- 


ſue of the war would, in a great meaſure, 
depend on the ſucceſs of their attempting 
that paſs. 

Upon receiving intelligence that Ti- 
motheus was prepared for battle Judas im- 
mediately croffed the river, and gained 
a compleat victory over him, committing 
a great ſlaughter upon his troops, part bf 
whom fled for 
Carnaim; but Judas purſued them, and after 
putting the inhabitants to death, deſtroye 
the temple by fire. 5 | 

Judas now aſſembled all theJews inhabiting 
the country of Galaad, and conducted them 
into Judea. To avoid the inconvencence 
of acircuitous paſſage. Judas diſpatched 
meſſengers to the people of Ephron, requeſ- 


Judas con- 
quers Timo , 
theus. 43. 


protection to the temple of 


ting permiſſion to pals through their town, . teduces 


which they abſolutely refuſed. 


quered and deſtroyed the place, after which 
he put allthe male inhabitants that he found 
to the ſword, and marched his army over the 
bodies of the ſlain. Having paſſed the 
river Jordan, he proceeded through the 
plain of Bethſan, called Scythopolis by the 
Greeks, to Judea. On their way the peo- 
ple joined in finging hymns to the honour 


Upon this Ephron, and 


| he aſſaulted, and in one day and night con- puts the in- 


habitants to 


death. 50, 52 


God, and triumphal fongs on occaſion of 


the good fortune attending them; for in 


this expedition not a ſingle Jew was loſt. | 
caſtle wherein he had received intelligence | 


While Judas and Jonathan were con- 
ducting the war againft the people of Ga- 
laad, and Simon was employed in an ex- 


pedition into Galilee againſt the inhabitants 


of Ptolemais, Joſeph and Azarias were left 
to protect Judea; but not contented with 
confining themſelves within the limits of 
their commiſſion, they reſglved to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves by ſome capital at chieve- 


ment. In purſuance of this deſign, they 


marched to Jamnia, where Gorgias the 


governor of that place, defeated them, and 


put two thouſand of their followers to death, 
purſuing the reſt to the borders of Judea, 
This misfortune was the couſequence of 

4 E their 


otus fu 
to Judas. 


\ 


Antiochus 


belieges Ely- 


mats, but 1s 
repulſed. 
1 Mac. vi. 


17 ; 


His 
cauſe of his illneſs, ſaying that he was de- 


their diſregard to the expreſs command of 
Judas, that they ſhould avoid engaging in 
battle during his abſence. 


vigour proſecuted the war againſt the E- 

domites: 

Hebron, Ma. in ruins, and plundered Azotus. | 
riſa nd Az- gbtained great celebrity by their martial 
1 exploits, and inriched themſelves with the 
ſpoil of the conquered places they returned 
in triumph to Jeruſalem. 


received intelligence that another body of 


ſerving credit, ſhould attribute the judg- 
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Judas and Jonathan with unremitting 


. 


n ee Ann A ls. (add 


laid Hebcon and Mariſſa 


they | 
Having 


CHAP. XIII. 


Antiochus Epiphanes befieges Rlymaic, but 
is repulſed. He acknowledges bis guilt- 
| HILE in a progreſs through his up- 
/ per provinces, Antiochus Epi- 
phanes received information that a city in 


:, Perſia, named Elymais, where a magni- 


ficeat temple was dedicated to Diana, con- 


tained immenſe treaſure among which were| 


the ſhiclds and breaſt-plates of Alexander 
the Great ; and he reſolved to attempt the 
conguelt of the place. 


ſieged the city: but he was reſolutely op- 
| horſe, one hundred thouſand foot, and thir. 
a 
| 


poſed and put to flight by the inhabitants: 
who put a great number of his troops to 
the ſword in the purſuit. After this de- 
feat, he retired to Babylon; where he ſoon 


of his army which he had diſpatched a- 
gainſt the Jews, had been conquered by 
thoſe people, whoſe numbers, the meſſen- 
gers reported, were rapidly increafing. The 

reſſure of repeated misfortunes occaſioned 
him to fall ſick, and finding his death ap- 
proaching, he ſummoned his friends into 
preſence, and informed them of the 


_—_—__ 


ſervedly puniſhed for having facrilegiouſly 
rifled the temple of the Jews, and treated 
the God of Heaven with contempt and 
diſhonour. It is ſupriſing that Polybius 
who upon the whole is deemed a writer de- 


ment that befel Antiochus to his defign of 
rifling the temple of Diana, fince it ſure- 
ly is more reaſonable to ſuppoſe that his; 
death was the conſequence of a crime ac- 
tually committed in the prophanation of 
the temple of Jeruſalem. 


C HAP. XIV. 


** 


Antiochus Epiphanes dies, and bis ſon An- 
 fochus Eupator aſcends the throne. Fudas 
aſſails the citadel of TFerujalem. Bethſurg 
beſieged hy Antochus. Eleazar dies. Tu- 


ads returns to the fiege of Feruſalem. 


Onvinced that his death was approach- 
ing, Antiochus ſent for a confidential 


— 
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bled to make theſe vexatious aſſaults with 


* 


1 


He accordingly be- 


gagement Eleazar, brother of Judas, ob- 


ed than the reſt, and preſuming that the 
king rode this beaſt, forced through the 


being commanded by the caſtle. 
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young prince collected his troops, and order- 


ed from Antioch to Idumea, and thence to 


leaving the Bethſurites, encamped near ju- 


1 


{Zou y 


fciend named Philip, and committed to h 

care the crown, royal robes and ſignet, in truſt 
for his ſoa Antiochus, who was then in his 
minority. Upon the death of Antiochus Ef x 
which event took place in the year Ong 
hundred and forty-nine, Lyſias proclaimes 
his ſon king, by the name of Eupator. 

In the mean time, the Macedonians, Who 
with a number of revolted Jews, were ſta. 
toned in the citadel of Jeruſalem, made 
repeated. ſallies upon the people as the 

were paſling to the temple, in order 4 
perform divine worſhip. 


. 


They were ena. 


the greater eaſe, on account of the temple 
| Reſolr- 
ing to attack the fort, Judas ordered hat. 
tering engines to be prepared with all pol. 
ible expedition. Several of the people 
now ſecretly quitted the garriſon, and res 
paired to Antiochus, repreſenting, that, on 
account of having obeyed his commend, 
they were in imminent danger of bei! 

made captives by Judas. Upon this, the 


ed recruits to be enlifted, o that in a ſhort 
time hc had an army of twenty thouſand 


ty two elephants. Thus provided, he march- 


Bethſura, a place fortified by art and nature. 
This place he aſſaulted in vain ; for all his 
efforts were fruſtrated. In the interim, 
Judas, hearing of his approach, raiſed the 
liege, marched to meet him, and pitched 
his tents about ſeventy furlongs* from him, 
in the ſtreights of Bethzachariah. Antiochus 


das, directing his army tomarch and arrange 
themſelves in order by day-light ; but the 
narrowneſs of the place obliged them to 
g in defiles, one elephant preceding a thou- 
ſand foot and five hundred horſe ; the ele- 
phants having on their backs caſtles filled 
with archers; while the other troops aſ- 
cended the hills, under the command of AHP ii 
officers of experienced valour. They made 2 | 

the attack from this height, with the : Mie. . 
loudeſt acclamations, ſo that the vallies 335 
re · choed with the noiſe: but Judas receiv- 
ed them undauntedly, and killed fix hun- 
dred on the firſt attack. During the en- 


ſerving an elephant more gaily compariſon- 


guards, killed ſeveral of his opponents, 
got under the elephant's belly, and wound- 
ed him mortally ; but was himſelf cruſhed 
to death by the weight of the beaſt in fal- 
ling. 


— 1 
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* Seventy Jewiſh furlongs, amounted to near nine 


| 


Engliſh miles. 
" At 


iP, XVI.] 


At length Judas, finding the number of 
the enemy too great for him, returned to 
the ſiege of Jeruſalem, while part of the 
army of Antiochus went to the ſame place, 
and the reſt to Bethſura. The number of 
troops, ſuperadded to the want of proviſi- 
ons, {o diſcouraged the people of Bethſura, 
that they agreed to deliver the place, on 
condition that no violence ſhould be offered 
to them. As fat as preſerving their hves 
Antiochus kept his engagement, but drove 
the inhabitanss naked from the town, and 
placed his own people in their ſtead. The 


temple, however, was obſtinately defend- | 


ed, every attack of the enemy being coun- 
ter-worked ; but the people were diſtreſſed 
for want of bread ; for this happening when 
the ſtores of the laſt year were eaten, and 
in the ſeventh year, when the Jews, by 
their laws, could neither plow nor ſow, 
many of them abandoned the place in want 
of proviſions; fo that very few were left 
to defend it. 

Antiochus now received information that 
Philip had uſurped the government, and 
was marchihg out of Perſia to attack him. 
He conſulted Lyſias, his general, and they 
came to a reſolution to abandon the ſiege, 
and give battle to Philip, but to conceal 
their deſign from the army. 


C i AP; AY, 


The temple ſurrendered to Antiochus, who | 


breaks his covenant, Onias put to death. 


Antiochus conquers Philip. Onias, the ſen | 


of the late high-prieſt, retires to Egypt, 
and builds a teniple in Heliopolis, after the 
model of that at Jeruſalem. be 
Ntiochus now diſpatched a herald 
with offers of peace to the beſieged, 
promiſing to allow them the liberty of con- 
ſcience, and to protect them in the exerciſe 


of their laws and religion. Upon receiv- 


ing this meſſage, they ſurrendered the tem- | 


ple : but Antiochus had no ſooner taken 
poſſeſſion of the place, than, finding it much 
ſtronger than he expected, in violation of 
his engagements, he cauſed the walls to be 
levelled with the ground. Antiochus took 
with him to Antioch the high-prieſt Onias, 

otherwiſe called Menelaus, in conformity 
with the advice of Lyſias, who repreſented, 


that it would be impoſſible to keep the 


Jews in peace and ſubjection while Onias 
was living; for he had inſtigated his father 


ta compel the Jews to practice a religion | 


that was contrary to their ſentiments. 
From Antioch Onias, was ſent to Berrhea, 
in Syria, where he was put to death by the 
king's command, after enjoying the pon- 
tificate ten years. Onias was a wicked 
man ; for, in order to ſecure to himſelf the 
dignity of the prieſthood, he promoted a 


general defection among the Jews from the | 
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laws and religion of their country. He was 


ſucceeded by Alcimus, otherwiſe called 
Jacimas. | | 

Antiochus now gave battle to Philip; 
whom he ſubdued and cauſed to be put to 
death. Onias, the ſon of the deceaſed 
high-prieſt, finding the king, by the advice 


upon Alcimus, who was not of the ſacer- 
dotal race, fled into Egypt, where he ex- 
perienced a gracious reception from Pto- 


pointed him to an office of truſt in Helio- 
polis, where he built a temple upon the 
model of that at Jeruſalem. 


J oe of hs” 4 6 


Demetrius takes poſſeſſion of Tripolis. He 
puts Antiochus and Lyfias to death. De- 
metrius diſpatches an army againſt Fudas. 
The barbarities of Alcimus. 

FTER flying from Rome, Demetrius, 
the ſon of Seleucus, uſurped the go- 
vernment of Tripolis, in Syria, where the 
people not only readily ſubmitted to him; 
but to ingratiate his' favour, ſeized and 
brought into his preſence Antiochus and 

Lyſias, who were by his ofders immedi- 

ately put to death, Antiochus reigned 

two years. Among the adherents to De- 


metrius were a great number of apoſtate 
and profligate Jews, who had been baniſhed 


for various offences. Theſe turbulent 
prieſt, and joined in exclaiming with great 
acrimony againſt the Jews in general, and 
particularly againſt Judas and his brethren; 


bers of the king's friends to death, and 
compelled others to abandon the country. 


305 


of Lyſias, had conferred the pontificate 


lemy and his queen Cleopatra, who ap- The ſon of 


Onias builds 
a temple in 
Heliopolis. 


people were headed by Alcimus, the high- 


accuſing them of having put great num 


They therefore requeſted that Demetrius 


would diſpatch ſome perſon to Judea, who 
might examine and make a report to him 


committed, 


Demettius diſpatched Bacchides and Al- 


Judas. Marching from Antioch to Judea, 


friendſhip, their real defign, however being 


to inſnare him. But Judas being ſuſpicious 
of their ſincerity, acted with caution. 


number of the people under Judas joined 
the adverſe party, and notwithſtanding 
Bacchides and Alcimus had ſolemnly ſworn 
to afford them protection, they cauſed 


death. This act of perfidy prevented 
others joining them. Bacchides now led 
the army from 
where he cauſed a number of deſerters and 
other diſaffected and ſuſpected perſons to be 
put to death; after which he left a party 


{of the troops to protect the province, and 


having iſſued an order that in his abſence 
| Aleimus 


they invited Judas to enter into a treaty of 


of the havoc and devaſtation that Judas had 


cimus at the head of an army to attack 


K 


ſixty of them to be immediately put to 


Jeruſalem to Bethſeth; 


Alcimus ſhould be implicitly obeyed; he 
returned to Demetrius at Antioch. 
To ſecure himſelf in the poſſeſſion of 
power, Alcimus fought to ingratiate the 
favour of the people, by affecting a con- 
_ deſcending and affable deportment, and 
ſuch was his addreſs, that in a ſhort time 
he doubled the number of forces left under 
his command by Bacchides ; but the ad- 
ditions he made to his forces chiefly con- 
ſiſted of abandoned and impious fugitives. 
He put to death all people attached to 
Judas Maccabzus who were ſo unfortunate 
as to fall into his power. Judas now de- 
termined to retaliate upon the faction un- 
der Alcimus, who finding that his adver- 
ſary was too powerful for him to contend 
with, proceeded in haſte to Demetrius, 
whom he endeavoured, by every means he 
could ſuggeſt, to cxaſperate againſt Judas, 
repreſenting him as a moſt dangerous ene- 
my, and adviſing a powerful army to be 
employed againſt him. 


%% ̃ͤ (-K 


Nicanor marches againſt Judas, who proves 
viclorious. The judgment of Heaven falls 
upon Nicanor. Judas ſucceeds to the 
pontificate, and concludes a treaty with the 
Romans. 
Nicanor er- YT EALOUS of the growing power of 
deavours by EM 7 My: ; 
treachery to ] Judas, and fearful of its conſequences, 
inveigle Judas Demetrius commiſſioned Nicanor to lead 
V. 28, 294 a formidable army againſt him, and to 


give no quarter to his troops. Nicanor 


now concerted a deſign for effecting 
the deſtruction of Judas by treachery ; and 
therefore he ſent a meſſage to him, pur- 
porting, that the negociation of a treaty of 
peace was the whole object he had in 
view, as he then pledged himſelf under a 
ſolemn oath ; and it was added, that De- 
metrius was warmly diſpoſed to live on 
terms of amity with the Jews, bein 
ſtrongly attached to the whole race of that 
people. Deceived by this ſtratagem, Judas 
and his brother agreed to give Nicanor and 
his army a friendly reception : but after 
the uſual ſalutations, Nicanor made a ſig- 
nal for Judas to be ſeized, when the latter 
had the good fortune to diſcover the plot, 
and retreated in time to his own people. 
This detection of treachery put an end to 
all thoughts of a treaty, and a battle was 
fought near Capharſalama, in which Judas 
being routed, he retired to the caſtle' of Je- 
ruſalem for refuge. 
Nicanor happening to paſs near the tem- 
le, anumber of prieſts and elders, met him 
and ſhewed him the ſacrifices they were 
going to offer for the happineſs of Deme- 
trius. On this Nicanor profanely ſwore, 
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he would ſoon return and deſtroy the 
| temple; and leave it in ruins. The prieſts, in 


utmoſt precipitation. In the interim, Judas 


whole army which had conſiſted of vine 


| high-prieſt was diſpoſed to enter into a 


this conſent to be engraved on tables of 


[Bouy 


\ AP. 
that if Judas was not delivered up to him, 


great dejection, prayed that God would 
protect his temple and its migſters from 
the fury of the foe. Nicanor now left 
Jeruſalem, and encamped at Bethoron, 
where a great force from Syria joined him. 
In the interim, Judas pitched his tents at 
Adaſi, about thirty furlongs. from the e- 
nemy, having only a thouſand men under 
his command. He encouraged his troops 
by ſaying, that though the number of the 
enemy was great, they themſelves acted in 
the cauſe of God, whoſe power could cruſh 
multitudes ; and adviſed them rather to 
think on their own valour, than the num. 
bers they weie to encounter. Attack 
them courageouſly, ſaid he, and leave the 
reſt to Heaven.“ A battle enſued, at fir} 
vigorous on both ſides; but Nicanor aite; We 
performing wonaers of valour, being kil- Ws 
led, and many of his forces, his people 
threw away their arms, and tied with the 


purſued the tugitives, to whom he gave no 
quarter; proclaiming his victory by found of 
trumpet in all the cities and towns ne paſſed 
through. This brought together the coun- 
try people, who attacked the ſugitives with 
ſuch fury, that not a man eſcaped of the 


thouſand. This happened on the thirteenth 
of the month Adar, in the memory of 
which we to this day cclebrate an annual 
chankſgiving. | | 
The high-prieſt, Alcimus, now gave or- 
ders for pulling down the old wall of the 
ſanctuary, and demoliſhing the Whole 
works of the ancient prophets: but had no 
ſooner ſpoken than he dropped ſpeechleſs to 
the ground, languiſhed awhile, and then 
died, after having been high-prieſt four 
years. On his death, the people unani- 
mouſly choſe Judas to ſucceed him. The new 


league with the Romans, from their fame 
in, conquering theGauls, Spaniards, Cartha- 
ginians, Grecians and and other warlike 
people. Hereupon he diſpatched his friends 
Eupolemus, the fon of John, and Jaſon the 
of Eleazar, as ambaſſadors to Rome, re- 
queſting that they might be received as 
allies, and thatDemetrius might be apply- 
ed to, not to trouble the Jews any farther, 
This propoſal proved agreeable to the ſe- 
nate, who conlented to the league, cauſed 


braſs, depoſited the originaal in the capitol, 
and ſent a copy of it to Jeruſalem. The 
ſubſtanceof the articles was, that no peop!e 
ſubje& to the Romans ſhould thence for- 
ward make war againſt the Jews, nor ſup- 


ply their enemies with money, ſhipping, 
| arms, 


e ͤ - 
arms, corn, and other articles therein men- death, deſtroy all the credit of a life of 
tioned; that the Jews ſhould fulfil the || glory.” . The drooping ſpirits of his fol- 
ſame conditions in caſe of the Romans be- lowers. were ſo animated by this ſpeech, 
ing attacked; andſthat if the Jews demanded. that they heroically reſolved to abide the 
any alteration in the treaty, the conſent of iſſue of a battle. $45 IF 
the whole people would be neceſſary to it | e 
ratification. The reſolution of the ſenate || _ C HAP. XIX. 1 
was tegiſtered by Eupolemus, the ſon off e 
John; Jaſon the ſon of Eleazar; Judas, An engagement between Fudas and Bacchi- 


oP 


14 


the high- prieſt, and his brother Simon, der. Judas falle. 

who had the command of the army. This . | 
was the firſt alliance between the Jews TME front of the army of Bacchides 
and the Romans. | | | was compoſed of light armed men 


and archers, being ſupported by a Macedo- 
nian Phalanx; and he had two wings of 


| cavalry, of the right of which he took the 
Bacchides leads a powerful army into Fudea. || command, In this diſpoſition they advanc- 


Judas determines to give him battle, ed towards the enemy, ſounded a charge, 
_ gave a loud ſhout, and began the attack. 
PON receiving news of the death of The forces of Judas ſuſtamed the ſhock 
Nicanor, and the defeat of the army || bravely. The battle continued from morn- 
under his command, Demetrius diſpatched || ing till near ſun-ſet, when Judas ſeeing b 
Bacchides again into Judea with a power || Bacchides with his right wing preſſing hard 
ful army, Which he encamped at Arbela, on his men, relieved them with a band of 
a town in Galilee, where he compelled || courageous youths, who broke their line, and 
numbers of the Jews to quit the caves || purſued them as far as Aza. The left wing 
wherein they had concealed themſelves. of the enemy now purſued Judas ſo cl ſely, 
| Proceeding to Jeruſalem, he there learnt that, ſeeing no chance of eſcape, he and his kay 
that Judas was at Bethſeth, to which place || adhercents determined to ſell their lives and death of 
he led his army, compoſed of twenty thou- || dearly, and fought their enemies till they Judas. v. 18. 
ſand foot and two thouſand horſe. Judas || were overcome through mere fatigue. Ju- 
had at this time only a thouſand *men un- das being killed in the conflict, his troops 
der his command, and the dread of being || were ſo ſhocked at that circumſtance, that 
overpowered occaſioned two hundred of they immediately fled. Simon and Jona- 
that number to deſert. Thus diſtreſſed for || than prevalled with the enemy to deliver | 
men, and having no opportunity of recruit- || them the body of their deceaſed brother ju- Simon and 
ing his forces, yet Judas reſolved to ha- das, which they conveyed to Modim, ny nap 
zard a battle, and encouraged his people where it was depoſited with great pomp brother's bo- 
to ſtand by him in all extremities. They || and magnificence in the ſepulchre of his d, v. 19. 
repreſented to him how vain and impo- || anceſtors. On occaſion of the death of 
tent an attempt it would be, to engage || Judas a public mourning was obſerved. for 
againſt ſuch numbers; and adviſed him || ſevetal days. Judas Maccabzus was a pious, \ 
rather to retreat with caution, and recruit || brave and benevolent man. In compliance 
:compe his forces. To this Judas replied, ** It || with the dying injunction of his father 
ale ſhall never be ſaid of me that I turn my || Matthias to be deterred by no dangers or dif- 
le h. g, back to an enemy. If it be the will of || ficulties from rendering ſervice to his coun- 
God that we now fall, let his will be try. He obtained immortal honour by 
done; but let us not, by an ignominious || reſcuing his friends out of the power of 
_ 7 | the Macedonians and by his excellent con- 
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t Maccab. ix. 5, 6. his army is ſaid to have con- : ; . 
fiſted of three thouſand, who all deſerted him but duct during the three years of his ad minis 


ſtration in the pontifical office, 
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CHAPTER 1 


| | 901 | 6 at han ſficcerd. Tudas, 
Bacchides „ and Simon into the wilderneſs, Jou and 47 = Ears 


off by the ſons of Amaraus. Jonathan deſtroys two thouſand of the troops under Baceh,. 
des. Bacchides fortifies Feruſalem. The death of 1 1 ged = 1 9" of wy 
mareus. Fifty Fewiſb deſerters put to death by Bacchides. Bacchides be/ieges Jonathan 
and Simon in Bethalaga, but is repulſed. Te ws 


A Mmediately after the deceaſe|| fo that the late adherents of Judas entreat- 
K of Judas, the apoſtate Jews|| ed Jonathan to follow his brother's exam- 
D retumed their enmity againſt || ple, in riſking, his life for the liberties of 


their countrymen, and con- his country; and beſought him to aſſume 
the command, for without a leader they 


. 


with greater malice than before. To add to muſt be all loſt. Jonathan replied, that he 
their afflictions, the land was now viſited || was ready to do or ſuffer any thing for the 
by a dreadful famine ; ſo that through the |{ public welfare; on which he was elected 
diſtreſs of a ſcarcity of proviſions on one / general by common conſent | 

hand, and thedifficulty of defending them- Bacchides hearing of this election, and 
ſelves on the other, many of the Jews were || conſidering that Jonathan was not leſs like- 
in a manner compelled to join the faction ly to give trouble to the Macedonians than 
of the Macedonians. | his brother Judas, concerted how he might 


Bacchides now entruſted a principal || deſtroy him: but upon gaining intelligence 


ſhare of the government to the apoſtatej|of the enemy's deſign, the brothers col- 
Jews, who ſeized the former friends of lected as many forces as they could, and re- 
Judas, and delivered them to Bacchides, tiring to a neighbouring deſart, pitched 
who tortured them to death. The Jews their tents near the pool of Aſphar. Bac- 
were never ſo deplorably miſerable 'fince I chiges conſidering this retreat as a flight, 
the Babyloniſh captivity as at this period; f marched his army after them, and en- 


. 


* cam- 


. 
8 


rr 
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Te thous them. 
2 thouſand men, retired to Jeruſalem, which 


camped beyond Jordan. Jonathan being 
informed hereof, ſent his brother John to 
the Arabian Nabathites, requeſting per- 
miſſion to leave his baggage with them, 
till he had fought Bacchides; but the ſons 
of Amaræus having notice of this embaſſy, 
ſallied from Medaba, took the baggage and 
carriages, and killed John and all his peo- 
ple; but this outrage was afterwards pro- 
perly revenged. 8 

Intelligence being given to Bacchides 
where Jonathan was encamped, he fixed 
on the ſabbath to attack him, preſuming 
that his people would notifight on that day: 
but Jonathan repreſenting, that as the e- 
nemy was before, and the river behind 
them, they had no chance of eſcape with- 
out fighting, they appealed to Heaven for 
the ſucceſs of their cauſe, and inſtantly at- 
tacked the enemy, of whom they killed 
great numbers, In the interim Bacchides 
aſſailed Jonathan, and made a furious ſtroke 
at him, which he parried, and retreated 
with his people to the other fide of the 
river, Whither the enemy durſt not follow 
Bacchides having loſt near two 


he fortified in the ſtrongeſt manner, and 


ks, 449 kept in it as hoſtages the ſons of the prin- 


cipal men of the country. 
fortified Jericho, Emmaus, Bethoron, 
Bethel, Thamnatha, Pharathon, Te- 
choa, and Gazara ; which places were ſup- 
plied with garriſons for making incurſions 
on the Jews. 
About this time, Jonathan was infom- 
ed that preparations were making for ce- 
lebrating a wedding between one of the 
ſons of Amarzus and the daughter of an 
Arabian of diſtinction; and that on this 
occaſion an uncommon diſplay of pomp 
and magnificence was intended. The ſons 
of Amarzus were to attend the ceremony, 
and the bride was to be conducted in great 
ſplendor from the city of Gabatha. This op- 


He likewiſe 


portunity; was ſeized to revenge the death of 


John; and the brothers, having placed an 


ambuſh in the mountains, hurried towards | 


Medaba, to attack the poeple who were to 
attend the wedding, The bride and 
| bridegroom, with four hundred friends, 
including women and children, making 
their appearance, the party ruſhed out, 
deſtroyed them all, and carried off thewhole 
booty; after which they returned to their 
former ſtation. 

Bacchides, having left garriſons in Judea, 
returned home, and the Jews remained in 
ſome fort of peace for two years; a circum- 
ſtance that gave great diſturbance to the 
Apoſtates, who ſolicited Demetrius to deſ- 
troy Jonathan and his people, which they 
laid might be effected by ſurprize in a ſin- 


—— 
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ple night. This propoſtion being atceed. 
ed to by the king; he ſeht Bacchides into 
Jadea, who, on his arrival, diſpatched let- 
ters to the king's officers and friends inthe 
country, to aſſiſt in making Jonathan cap- 
tive. Hereupon, they contrived how th 
might get him into their hands; but Jofia- 
pes having been forewarned, acted cauti- 
ouſly, ſo that ſeveral repeated trials failed; 
which ſo exaſperated Bacchides, that he 
attributed the ill ſucceſs of the undertakin 
to the treachery of the apoſtate Jews, who, 
he ſaid, trifled with the royal orders; and 
he put fifty of their principal men to deatli, 
in the firſt tranſports of his rage. At 
length Jonathan and his brother, finding 
Bacchides too powerful for them, retired 
into the wilderneſs, and raiſcd walls round 
the village of Bethalaga, to ſerve them for 
a retreat on an emergency. Bacchides be- 
ing informed hereof, marched towards 
them with all his forces, and being joined 
by a body of Jews, began the attack of 
Bethalaga, which he continued for ſeveral 
days; during which it was obſtinately de- 
fended. Matters being thus ſituated, Jo- 
nathan, having committed the defence of 
the place to his brother Simon, collected a 
number of forces in the neighbourhood; 


1 2 


and marching privately in the night, at- 
tacked Bacchides in his encampment, kil- 
ling great numbers of his people. Simon 
ſoon diſcovered that this havock was made 
by his brother ; on which he fallied forth, 


jj burnt the enemy's works, deſtroyed many 


of their forces, and returned to his en- 
trenchments. This double attack, and the 
failure of an attempt in which he thought 
himſelf ſure of ſucceeding, almoſt diſtract- 
ed Bacchides; but he laid all the blame on 
the apoſtate Jews, who adviſed the king 
in this buſineſs. His only concern now 
was how to draw off his army without dif: 
grace either to himſelf or his fovereign. 


— 
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A league between Fonathan and Bacchides. 
The latter leads his army out of Fudea. 

T PON receiving information that 

} Bacchides was at a loſs to determine 

on what meaſures he ſhould purſue; Jona- 
than diſpatched a meſſenger to him, with 
propoſals for a league of friendſhip, on the 
condition of a mutual exchange of priſoners: 
Bacchides ſaw in this propofal fo fair an 7 
portunity of his abandoning the ſiege with- 


out diſgrace, that he immediately acceed= 


ed thereto : on which the prifoners were 
exchanged on both fides, and the reſpec- 
tive commanders bound themſelves by a 
ſolemn oath that no farther hoſtilities ſhould 
be committed. This agreement being ra- 


tified; Bacchides returned to Antioc ot 
| | the 
b 
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the king, and never more attempted to tired to Antioch ; but the Jewiſh deſerter, 4 
give diſturbance to Judea. and others at Bethſura, and in the tower 
The peace and ſecurity that now enſued|| at Jeruſalem, did not venture to quit thoſe 
were highly acceptable to Jonathan; who places of refuge. 
retired to Machmas, where he employed 
himſelf in a due adminiſtration of juſtice, 
and other cares of government. 


— — 


— — 
— 
—— 
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| To ingratiate the friendſbip of Jonathan, 
e H A F. In Alexander declares him the ſucceſſor of b 
| brother Judas in the office of high-prieſt. 
Prolemais ſurrendered to Alexander. De- An engagement between Alexander ana He- 
metrius advances to give him battle. metrius. Demetrius rs Killed after fullin * 
rom his horſe. | 
N the year one hundred and ſixty, Alex- Nowing Jonathan to be a man of 
ander, otherwiſe called Ballez, the ſon > great valour and powerful influence, 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, took poſſeſſion and allo that Demetrius Was AanXICus ty 
of Ptolemais in Syria, in conſequence of || Bain his friendſhip, Alexander conſiders 
the aſſiſtance afforded him by a confede- ed, that it would be a wiſe and prudent 
racy of ſoldiers in the garriſon, who en- meaſure to attach him to his intereſts; and 
tertained a mortal enmity againſt Demetri- | his council being of the ſame opinion, he 
us. Imperious, vain, and tyrannical in| diſpatched an embaſſy to Jonathan to pro- 
the extreme, Demetrius refuſed his ſub - Poſe a treaty of alliance, and to conſtitute 
jects acceſs to his preſence, and immured him the ſuceeſſor of his deceaſed brother 
himſelf in a fortified caſtle near Antioch, || Judas Maccabæus in the pontifical dignity, 
where he paſſed his time in luxury and in- the commiſſioners being authoriſed to pre- 
dolence, wholly regardleſs of the admi-|| ſent him a crown of goldz and a purple robe. 
niſtration of government. This conduct The embaſſy arrived on the day ot the α⁰ẽꝑé 
rendered him very unpopular. However, feaſt of the tabernacles, being preciſely at on- 
upon receiving intelligence that Alexander the end of four years {rom the deeaſe oft 
had taken poſſeſſion of Ptolemais, he aſ-| Judas, during which interval, the office o1 


ſembled his forces, and marched to give high prieſt had remained vacant. Imme- 
him battle. diately aſter receiving it, Jonathan cloath- 


ed himſelf in the ſacerdotal veſtment; and 
r e from that time he applied himſelf with un. 
. 55 ſflremitt ing afhuuity to increaſe. the number 
An alliance contracted between Jonathan and of his troops, and provide a large ſtore of 
Demetrius. Jonathan puts Feruſalem in- arms. 
to a poſture of defence. The Macedonians|| Regretting that he had ſuffered himſelf 
retreat to Antioch. to be anticipated by Alexander, D-metrius 
PISS was {til} defirous to accompliſh the project 
O prevent a ſimilar application from||he had conceived; and tor that purpoſe 
Alexander, Demetrius diſpatched ||diſpatched the following letter toJonathan: 


meſſengers to Jonathan, with letters pro-|| Demetrius, the king, to Jonathan, and 

poſing the negotiation of a treaty of alli- the Fewiſh nation, greciing. 

ance. The letters intimated that Jona-|| «, Having ever found you true and loyal, 

than ſhould raiſe forces, provide them in deſpite of the machinations of our ene- 

with arms, and reſtore to liberty the hoſ- mies to ſeduce you from your fidelity, we 

tages impriſoned in the caſtle by Bacchi- deem it incumbent on us to afford you an 

des. Hereupon, Jonathan repaired to Je- unqueſtionable proof our eſteem. It is 

ruſalem, and read the propoſitions from therefore our pleaſure that your tributes be 

Demetrius to the people. The fugitive remitted ; and we hereby revoke all taxes 

and apoſtate Jews in the citadel were ſur- paid either to our predeceſſors or ourſelf. 

priſed and diſconcerted at ſo ſudden à We hence forward give up the crown and 

change in favour of 23 who how- ſalt duties, the thirds of your -corn and 

Jonathan re- n the hoſtages, and conti- fruits, and likewiſe the poll tax on the in- 

an and uued to inliſt recruits, Jonathan now habitants of Judea, and the three govern- 

forties Je. Eſtabliſhed his reſidence in Jeruſalem, ments of Galilee, Samaria, and Perea. It 
ruſalem. 11. where he made conſiderable alterations and 


ot | LORE, Lag e is our pleaſure that Jeruſalem and its de- 
UNPCOVEmEnts, rongly fortifying the ndencies be exempted from all tenths and 


place, and rebuilding the walls with ſtones tributes, be deemed holy, and have the pri- 


of great magnitude. Upon this change of yileges of a ſanctuaryv. Let the citadel be 
; . 1. nary. Let the citadel] be 
affairs, the Macedonians ſtationed in dif- delivered to Jonathan the high-prieſt, with 


ferent garriſons through the country, re- * to place in it a gartiſon of mm 
| 0 


8 
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the death 
demetrius, 


his friends as he may think proper. We IT Ap. fo 
Ce command that beg . on the 6364 © $1 N . E. | 
receipt hereof, liberty be given to a v Ones dribdit; 7 ere a temple in Foybt h, 
iſh priſoners in every part of ry domini- that ee, A jg Bene 
ons, without an) fees impoſed, even on ' the Jeus and Samaritans reſpecting the 
their cattle ; that their ſabbaths and folemn | .. temples of Jeruſalem and Gorizim. The 
feſtivals, and three days precceding . caſe referred to the king, who decides in 
hall be deemed days of freedom to the Favour of ths Jul. . 
Jews throughout our 1 ; dh bY 
they miy iro at peace amd, jg f en Tura d l of his dern Fin 
That thirty thouſand; Jews, if ſo. many Oi the ſame name, bende at 
ſhall be willing, may bear arms in our ſer- this time in a kind of exile with Ptolem 
vice, and receive the ſame pay. as our own Philoineter at Alexandria. Wiſking to 
troops ; that they be entruſted in garriſons, prondote er farhe; He reſolved to Brink 
and near our perſon, and that our oy at far an effort for procuting the king's conſent 
mily receive the better ſort. of them as 2 for erecting a temple in Egypt, upon the 
meſtics. In Jeruſalem, and 1 - plan and model of that of Jerifalem, in- 
pendent provinces, the Jews 2 h.orleil tending that the prieſts and Levites to of- 
exerciſe their: own laws; but the high-priet |- Seide dt e altar l The ropoled edifice 
—— — if be ISLA Fromh. HL cot SHY, 
be the only one in which the Jews worthip. De Was iu l kd en Side in this unden. 
Fifteen thouſand * ſhekels of ſilver we alſo "Bking by reflectinz ppon 2 prophecy of 
grant annually, towards the expence of | Ifaiah, delivered fix hundred years before, 
their ſacrifices; anden anner, whereby it was intimated, that, in a fu- 
ſand I drachmas formerly paid to our p "T [tare age, a Jew ſhould erect a temple in 
deceſſors, by : the Prieſts and. officers at- Egypt to the honour of Almighty God. The petition 
tending the ſervice. of the temple. We Onias diſpatched a letter to Ptolemy and of On as to 
farther endes e eee are ee — hug 
ing to the temple of Jeruſalem, or the honour of ſerving their majeſties in the 
liberties thereof, on account of debt, ſhall field, in paſſing through Cœfe-Syria, Phœ- 
remain unmoleſted, both in perſon and / nicia, Leontopolis, in, Heliopolis, and other 
perty. We allo permit and Finds "© places, he had obſcryed that the Jews were 
the temple be repaired ; that ſtrong, : © = continually at variance, on account of their 
fications be made round it ; and 185 | 7 temples, in conſequence of their being no 
ſtrong: places as the Jews chooſe to fortity uniformity in thoſe ſtructures; and that 
ſhall have garriſons ſtationed in them : and the ſame was the caſe of the Egyptians, 
all this hall 'be.dobe:at or Erh > T. || on account of a diverfity of religions, and 
At this time Alexander aſſembled a nu- a variety of temples. That near the taſtle 
merous army, pattly 8 0s OO of Bubaſtes, on the plain, he had diſcover- 
people, and partly of thoſe 1 1 10 ed a place abounding with materials for 
lerted from Demetrius; and with this building, and alſo with beaſts proper for 
B A A ̃ YoadDls tia 
The armies meeting, ſoon alter ihe * was, that he might deſtroy a ruinous 
gagement had commenced, the right wing temple on the ſpot, it never having been 
of Alexander's forces was preſſed herd. by conſecrated to the worſhip ,of any deity, 
the left of Demetrius, who puſhed t ru and in its place ere another, after the mo- 
advantage even to the plundering of OG del of that of Jeruſalem, on condition that 
camp; but Alexander's troops forced N prayers ſhould be therein offered up for the 
oppoſite colump, where Demetrius fought proſperity of their majeſties and the royal 
in perſon, till it was totally routed. De- family. A compliance with this requeſt, 
metrius acted wonders, killing and purſu- it was ſaid,” Would tend to render the 
ing his enemies, and defending himſelf; ſewiſt inkabitalle of the deminions of 
till at length his horſe plunged into a boy, their majeſties more upanimous, and give 
and being oppreſſed by multitudes, he 15 them greater d dcce of contributing 
EN — 3 0 he " \|to the fervice r 
dai ome time to do, | nj: P71 9775 7 1982 He A The king and 
A Sed body was covered with darts | An anſwer was given, in the name of . 


15910 


* 
* 
oy 
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| 1 . W#7,0 queen grants 
. Ptolemy. and Cleopatra, 1 that his requeſt. 
us after a 5 „ 
*and arrows. Thus died Demetrius aft they had taken the letter from Onias into 
reign of eleven years. e eee 4 
2b 023 io ada al.oaiata 6 tai 
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* Fificen thouſand ſhekels of fiver, according to | , 3 Ten thouſand, eras Bone 
Calmet's tables, amounted to ſeventeen hundred t | 85 $6 0414 f ee 

and ten pounds, eighteen ſhillings, and nine pence. 
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divine worſhip. 


A quatrrel at 


Alexandria 
betwixt the 
Jews and Sa- 
maritans, 
about their 
temple and 
worſhip. 


and the king, to offer nothing contrary to 


the nobleſt ſtructure in the univerſe. The 


magnificent bounty of the kings of Aſia 
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conſideration : but could ſcarcely imagine 
a temple upon the ſpot he had propoſed | 
could prove acceptable to God, ſince the 
ar was infeſted with noxious animals: 
ut as he had appealed to a prophecy of 
Ifaiah, theyywould comply with his requeſt, 
conditionally, that he thould be careful not| 
to violate the law of God in purſuing the 
propoſed undertaking. Te 
Having ſucceeded thus far, Onias made 
preparations for conſtructing a temple o 
a form ſimilar to that of Jeruſalem, though 
upon a leſs extenſive ſcale. When the 
building was finiſhed, Onias found a num- 
ber of prieſts and Levites of his own ſen- 
timents, to perform the ſeveral parts of 


About this period a violent diſpute hap- 
pened at Alexandria, between the Jews and 
Samaritans, the latter of whom had built 
a temple at Garizim, in the time of A- 
lexander the Great. This diſpute, which 
regarded the ur ge and the mode of 
worſhipping, ſtood as follows: the Jews 
inſiſted that there was no temple author- 
iſed by the lay of Moſes, but that at Je- 
ruſalem; while the Samaritans were e- 
qually ſanguine for the temple at Gari- 
Zim. Both parties agreed to refer the diſ- 
pute to the deciſion of the king and his 
miniſters, with allowance that counſel 
might be heard on each ſide, and that the 
party in the wrong ſhould ſuffer death, 
Andronicus, the fon of Meſſalan, was ap- | 
pointed to plead for the Jews, and Sabbæus 
and Theodoſius for the Samaritans. Both 

arties were bound on oath before God 


law. The Jews of Alexandria were uneaſy 
for their advocate, and grieved to think 
that any doubt ſhould be made of the ſa- 
cred authority of the temple of Jeruſalem, 


king having ſummoned his counſellors to 
try the iſſue, a debate aroſe who ſhould 
ſpeak firſt ; when Sabbæus and Theodoſius 
yielding that point to Andronicus, he be- | 
gan, by ſtating the antiquity and ſanctity 
of the temple of Jeruſalem ; proved the le- 
gality of its original foundation; diſplayed 
the regular order of the prieſthood through 
a ſucceſſion of ages; adverted to the ſplen- 
dor and dignity of he place, as it had been 
at all times celebrated, and ſpoke of the 


towards it; whereas the temple of Gari- 


Zim had been little more noticed than if 


no ſuch place had ever been built. The 
pleadings being concluded, the king pro- 
nounced a deciſion in favour of the Jews, 
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Alexander eſpouſes Cle patra, da ughter 'ty 
the king of Egypt. Fonathan, the high. 
prieſt, is greatly honoured in Ferufaley, 


AE the death of Demetrius, 4. 
lexander, as we have already ob. 
ſerved; aſſumed the government of Sytia 
ſoon after which, he wrote to Ptolemy 
Philometer, requeſting his daughter Cleo. 
patra, in marriage, and intimating, that 
the king would not be diſgraced by an al- 


liance with a man who had ſubdued De. 


metrius, and gained poſſeſſion of a throne 
to which he had a legal claim in right of 
his father. This propoſal was highly ſa- 
tisfactory to Ptolemy, who ſent a letter to 
Alexander, congratulating him on his late 
ſucceſs, and promiſing to beſtow his daugh- 
ter on him in marriage. He further pro- 
miſed to meet him at Ptolemais with his 
daughter, where the wedding ſhould be 
celebrated. Soon after writing this letter 
Ptolemy accompanied his daughter to the 
appointed place, and ſhe was eſpouſed to 
| Alexander, who received her with a large 
ſum in gold and filver, as a marriage por- 
tion. Jonathan, the high- prieſt, was in- 


him in a moſt gracious manner, and made 
him liberal 


which he came to the entertainment for a 
purple robe, and ſeated him next to him- 
{elf on the throne ; and in addition to this 
honour, he commanded his principal offi- 
cers to accompany Jonathan into the city, 
and make proclamation, that no man 


ſhould inſult or calumniate him. Some 


of the enemies of- Jonathan had come to 
the place with a deſign of defaming him: 
but finding how diftinguiſhed a place he 
had gained in the King's favour, they re- 
tired. | | 


CHAP. VIII. 


DemetriusNicanor leads an army into Cilicid. 
Apollonius appointed Alexander's general. 
Jonathan defeats him, takes Azotus, and 
ſets fire to the temple of Dagon. Alex- 
ander meditates the death of Ptolemy, «who 
thereupon takes Cleopatra from him, and 
gives her to Demetrius. 
Demetrius vanquiſb Alexander, Ptolemy 
is dangerouſly wounded, and dies after re 

ceiving the bead of Alexander as a preſent. 
| Fonathan bęſieges the tower of Jeruſaleim, 


and adjudged Sabbæus and Thodoſius, the 
advocates in behalf of the pretenſions of the 
Samaritans, to ſuffer death. | 


and obtains from Demetrius various pri- 
vileges in behalf of the eus. Demetrius 
loſes the affectious of his arnty. 
e DE- 


\ 
{ 
2 


1 Book XIII 


k : Alexaiiler 
vited by Alexander to the wedding, on maris ,M 


which occaſion both monarchs received Pt tie | 
auſliter of Y 
Prolemy, 2 


reſents, - Alexander directed P. 
the high-prieſt to change the garment in 4 


Ptolemy and 


ap 


at 


„ vii. 
EME TRI US, the younger, the ſon 


of the prince of the ſame name, in 

the year one hundred and ſixty- five, em- 
darked with a body of troops that Laſthe- 
nes had bired on his account, and ſailed 
from the iſle of Crete into Cilicia. Alarm- 
ed by this movement, Alexander after com- 
mitting Cœle-Syria to the care of Apol- 
lonius, baſtened from Phœnicia to Antioch, 
in order to regulate his affairs, previous to 
the arrival of Demetrius at that city; and 
in the mean time, Apollonius marched an 
army to Jamnia, from whence he diſpatch- 
ed a meſſage to Jonathan, the high-prieſt, 
upbraiding him with inactivity, and chal- 
een, lenging him to ſingle combat: boaſting 
emol that he had under his command an army of 


r. proweſs had often compelled the anceſtors 
ase, of Jonathan to yield. 

* Upon receiving this inſolent defiance, 
Jonathan, accompanied by his brother Si- 
mon, led ten thouſand choſen men from 
Jeruſalem, and encamped at Joppa, the 
gates of which place were ſhut by the gar- 


town to him. | 
Upon receiving intelligence that Jona- 
than had gained poſſeſſion of Joppa, A- 
pollonius marched with an army of three 
thouſand horſe and eight thouſand foot to | 
give him battle, and retiring as the enemy 
advanced, when they came into a level part 
of the country, he faced about, having 
ſtationed an ambuſh for making an attack 
upon the rear: but being apprized of this 
meaſure, Jonathan had recourſe to the 
' manceuvie of drawing up his troops in a 
ſquare figure, ſo that they were equally 
8 for defence or aſſault in front, 
ank, and rear. Jonathan commanded 
his troops to act only upon the defenſive, 
ranging them ſo cloſe together, that the 
darts and arrows diſcharged by the enemy 
were received upon their bucklers with- 
= gp. Out doing any execution. The enemy be- 
ks, ing at length fatigued with fighting in this 
manner from morning till afternoon, Si- 
mon bravely attacked and put their main 
body to the rout, when the cavalry perceiv- 
ing the hopeleſs condition of the foot, fled 
in the utmoſt confuſion. Jonathan purſued 
them to Azotus, killed numbers of the 
fugitives, and drove the reſt into the tem- 
ple of Dagon, which he burnt to the 
prone nor did he ſtop here; for he ſet 
Ire to the city; and to feveral adjacent vil- 
lages. It was reckoned that about eight 
thouſand men were either ſlain or burnt. 
Jonathan having defeated this army, ad- 


——— 


vanced to Aſkalon, and encamped near 


that city, the inhabitants of which brought 
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1 the braveſt troops in the empire, whoſe| 


) 


S 


bim preſents, as a teſtimony of their e- 


ſteem, which he gratefully received, and 
then went back in triumph to Jeruſalem 
laden with ſpoils. Alexander pretended to 
be greatly pleaſed with this defeat of A- 
pollonius, who, he faid; had undettaken 
the expedition againſt a friend and ally, 
without his conſent ; and in token of his 
approbation of Jonathan's, conduct, hg 
made him governor of Accaron, and pre- 
ſented him with a golden buckle, a gift 
heretofore peculiar to the royal family. 
About this period Ptolemy Philometer 
arrived in Syria, with land and ſea-farces, 
to aſſiſt Alexander, his ſon-in-law. Agrec- 
able to the king's order, he was received 
with univerſal reſpect, except at Azotus, 
where the people complained of the 


| burning of the temple of Dagon, and re- 


| viled Jonathan, who had ravaged the 


country with fire and ſword, Jonathan 
met Ptolemy at Joppa, where he was re- 
ceived in a gracious and honourable man- 
ner by the king, whom he conducted to 


| the river Eleutherus, and thea returned to 
riſon ftationed. there by Apollonius : but 
upon Jonathan making preparations for an | 


aſſault, the inhabitants ſurrendered the || Ptolemais, narrowly eſcaped falling a facri- denkt uf Pb. 


Jeruſalem, 
Ptolemy, on his arrival at the city of Alexander 

death of Pto- 

fice to the treachery of Alexander, accord- lemy. 1 Mac, 

ing to a plan concerted by Ammonius, . 

who had engaged to carry it into effect. 

The plot being diſcovered, Ptolemy wrote 

to Alexander, demanding that juſtice might 

be executed upon the delinquent; but his 

ſon-in-law abſolutely refuſed to comply 

with this requiſition, at the ſame time a- 

vowing, that he was himſelf a party in 

the conſpiracy for effecting his deſtruction. 

Ammonius, through whoſe means Alex- 

ander had forfeited the good-will of the 

people of Antioch, loſt his life while ſeek- 

ing for ſafety under the diſguiſe of a wo- 

man's dreſs. ES 1111 

In conſequence of the treacheryof Alex - 
ander, Ptolemy took his daughter from piolemy calls 
him, and made overtures of friendſhip to away his 


Demetrius, propoſing to give him Cleopa- daurhler 


a p 5 | from Alexan- 
tra in marriage, and to put him in poſſeſ- der, and mar- 


fion of the kingdom of his deceaſed father. — ee 
Theſe offers were highly acceptable to De- emetrius, 


x v. 12. 1 Mac. 
metrius: but the people of Antioch, being xi. 


| violently prejudiced againſt him, on ac- 


count of his father, Ptolemy had great dif- 
ficulty in prevailing upon them to acknow- 
ledge him as their ſovereign. Fa 
Making his public entry into Antioch, 
the citizens and ſoldiers proclaimed Ptole- 
my king of Aſia and Egypt. This prince 
conducted his affairs ſo prudently as to 
yield the moſt perfect ſatisfaction to his 
ſubjects, at the ſame time cautiouſly avgid-- 
ing to give any cauſe of diſguſt to the Ro- 
mans. Aſſembling a general meeting of 
the Antiochans, Ptolemy informed them, 


that 
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that the kingdom of Egypt being any 


to gratify his deſires, he was willing to 
relinquiſh the government of Aſia in fa- 
vour of Demetrius, whom he earneſtly re- 
commended them to receive as their king, 
pledging: himſelf that he would diſcharge 
the truſt repoſed in him, with fidelity and 
honour. In compliance with the perſua- 
ſions of Ptolemy, the \ntiochans at length 
conſented to inveſt Demettius with the 
powers of ſovereignty. 

At this time Alexander had marched a 
powerful army out of Cilicia, and was 
committing great devaſtation in Syria, and 
particularly in the country ſurrounding 


Antioch. Hereupon Ptolemy and Deme- 


trius advanced againſt, and having defeat- 
ed him, compelled him to fly into Arabia, 


During the engagement, Ptolemy being | 
thrown from his horſe, in conſequence of 


the animal taking fright at the braying of 
an elephant, while he lay on the ground, 
he received from the enemy ſeveral griey- 
ous wounds on the head, and he muſt have 
loſt his life on the ſpot, had not ſome of 
his guards have come to his reſcue. He 
remained ſpeechleis and inſenfible four 


days; but on the fifth ſymptoms of reco- 


very appeared, when the head of Alex- 
ander, which had been cut off by Zabelus, 
an Arabian prince, was preſented to him. 
He expreſſed himſelf highly gratified by 
this fight, but in a ſhort time after, he died. 
Alexander reigned about five years; and he 
was ſucceeded by Demetrius, who was a 
man of an ungracious and cruel diſpoſition. 
Ptolemy's ſoldiers were fo diſguſted by the 
ſeverities exerciſed upon them byAlexander, 


about the time of his marriage with Cleo- || 


patra, that they abandoned him, and repair- 
ed to Alexandria, leaving their elephants 
behind them. 


Jonathan lays Having raiſed an army in Judea, Jona- 


ſiege to the 


citadel of Je. than laid ſiege to the citadal of Jeruſalem, 


ruſalem. 
ver. 20. 


with a determination to diſlodge the Ma- 


cedonian garriſon, and the apoſtate Jews 


that had taken refuge there. They were 


ſo confident of the ſtrength of the place, 


that they at firſt gave him an inſolent de- 


fiance : but at length they deemed it pru- || 
dent to ſend ſecretly to Demetrius for aſ- | 
ſiſtance. Upon ſuccour being demanded || 


of him, Demetrius marched} from Antioch 
to Ptolemais, from whence he diſpatched 
a meſſage requiring Jonathan to attend him 
which he accordingly did and accompanied 
by the prieſts and elders, preſented to him 


gold, filver, ſplendid garments, and other || 
articles of great value: but in the mean 
time, the operations of the ſiege were not 


ſuſpended. The generous and reſpectful 


behaviour of Jonathan was ſo pleaſing to 


the king, that he confirmed him in the office 
of high-prieſt, and at his requeſt - alone, 


* 


y: 


* 


Boox x1 


reduced the tribute of Judea and the de. 
pendences of Samaria, Joppa and Galilee B 
to the ſum of three hundred talents, 775 ll 


| Jong 
this occaſion he cauſed the following let. Demers 


* 


induced to 
ews. 22, 7 


ters to be immediately ſent away. 


King Demetrius to his brother Jonathan, 
and to the whole Fewiſh nation, Joy and 
greeting, b | 


-< Tas is to let you undetſtand that we 
have here ſent you the copy of a letter late. 
ly written to Laſthenes, our truſty and 
well beloved couſin. 


King Demetrius to his father Laſfthenes 
greeting, 


% Wx are fo ſenſible of the dutiful and 
affectionate return we have from time to 
time received from our friends the Jews, 


in acknowledgement of the good will we 


bear them, it is our good pleaſure to 
give them ſome ſignal mark of the eſteem 
we have for them : wherefore we do by 
theſe preſents aſſign thethree government; 
of Apherima, Lydda, and |? atnatha, that 
were taken from the Samaritans, together 
with all the land thereunto belonging, to 
the uſe and advantage of Judea; diſcharg- 
ing likewiſe the prieſts at Jeruſalem of all 
the duties by them formerly allowed to our 


forefathers, as well upou corn and fruits, 


as upon ſalt-pits and crown- taxes. Be ſure 
to ſend the copy of this letter to Jonathan 
and to have it hung up in the molt con- 
ſpicuous place of the holy temple.” 
Tranquillity being thus re-eſtabliſhed, 
Demetrius difbanded the troops that had 
ſerved his father, without their full pay, 
retaining only a body of mercenaries that 
he had inliſted in Crete, and other neigh- 
bouring iſlands. His anceſtors were ever 
accuſtomed to allow their ſoldiers the ſame 
{tipend in peace as in war: but Demetrius 


entirely loſt their affections in conſequence 
of ungenerouſly diſmiſſing them without 


the pay that was due for their ſervices, 
. 


Tryphon propoſes to advance Antiochus lo 
his father's throne. Jonathan ſends a 
reinforcement to Demetrius, who returns 
that ſervice with ingratitude. Antio- 
chus declared king. Demetrius vanquiſb- 
ed. Gaza ſurrenders, Demetrius leads 
his army to Cedaſa. Fonathan obtains 
a victory, and renews a league with the 
Romans, and Lacedemonians. Account 


of the three Setts of the Phariſees, Sad- 


b ducees and Efjenes. Simon fortiſies HA 


kalon and Foppa. Jonathan and Simon 


UNe 
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undertake to fortify Feruſalem. Deme- 


Demetrius ſent - back to Jonathan, wich 
trius taken priſoner. 


acknowledgments that he was indebted to 
their valour for his late ſucceſs. G9 
However, Demetrius in 4 ſhort time 
threatened to make war againſt Jonathan, 
if he any longer omitted to, pay the tri- 
bute which his anceſtors had been accuſ- 
tomed to receive from the Jews. This 
threat. would have been carried into exe- 
cution, but that he was diverted from his 
purpole by the arrival of Tryphon, who 
having proclaimed yourg Antiochus king, 
with the aſſiſtance of the troops that had apon Deme: 
been defrauded of their pay, defeated De- trius, in fa- 
metrius in a pitched battle, and having or *fyoung 


RYPHON, otherwiſe called Dio- 


Na dotus, a native of Apamia, and for- 
n for merly an officer in Alexander's army, ob- 
; dhe ſerving the diſſatisfaction prevailing among 
Pals the troops of Demetrius, he applied to 


oe Malchus, an Arabian, at that time 


want. MAC. 
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re- 
ceptor to Antiochus, the ſon of M hl 
propoſing to advance the youth to the 
throne of his deceaſed father. Malchus he 
heſitated : but he was at length prevailed 
upon to comply, and committed Antio- 
chus to the care of Tryphon. 


Try phon 


makes. war 


Antiochus, 


the rites of friendſhip, to ſend him a'ſu 


Jonathan was at this time vigorouſly 


proſecuting the ſiege of the citadel of Je- 


ruſalem, being determined to expel the 
fugitive Jews from that place, and other 
fortreſſes in different parts of the country. 
On this occaſion he ſent meſſengers with 
farther preſents to Demetrius, requeſting 
him to withdraw his men from the for- 
treſſes. Demetrius anſwered, that he was 
willing to oblige him in that, and more 
important concerns, as ſoon as the war 
ſhould be ended ; and entreated him, by 
ly 
of forces, as his own people had fled to the 
enemy. Jonathan ſent him three thouſand 
men, in conſequence of this requeſt. 

Demetrius, both on his father's account 
and his own, was now become entremely 
obnoxious to the people of Antioch ; in- 
ſomuch, that, on hearing of the aid from 
Jonathan, they aſſembled in arms, and ſur- 
rounded the palace, as if with a view to 
attack it: but their intention was to ſeize 


him on his coming out. Hereupon De- 


buildings. 


metrius drew. up his hired troops, and thoſe 
ſent by Jonathan, and attacked the citi- 
zens, who repelled the aſſault with fo 
much bravery, that he was obliged to re 
treat into the palace, from the battlements 
of which his people annoyed the adverſe 
party with darts and arrows, and compelled 
them to ſeek for refuge in the neighbouring 
The Jews now ſet fire to the 
houſes, which being chiefly of wood, and 
ſtanding cloſe to each other, the flames 


raged with great fury. Thus diſtreſſed, 


the preſervation ' of their wives and chil- 


dren occupied the whole attention of the 


inhabitants : but in obedience to the or- 
ders of the king, the Jews availed them- 
ſelves of the advantage of the conſternation 
into which the people were thrown, and 
committed great ſlaughter upon them, 
compelling the ſurvivors to lay down their 
arms, and ſurrender at diſcretion. 


| victory terminated the war. The rebels 


were pardoned, and the booty obtained on 


this oecaſion was given to theJews, whom 


This 


ſeized. His elephants, compelled him 
retreat into Cicilia. 5 

In conſequence of this revolution, An- 
tiochus ſent an expreſs to Jonathan, con- 


firming him in the office of high-prie(t, 


to ver. 54. 


conferring upon him the four governments 


annexed to Judea, and appointing his bro- 
ther Simon to the command of his troops 
from Tyre to the borders of Sidon. He 
likewiſe cauſed to be preſented to Jona- 
than ſeveral drinking cups of gold, purple 
veſtments, and a golden buckle. Being 
thus honourably diſtinguiſhed, Jonathan 
diſpatched. a meſſage to Antiochus and 
Tryphon, intimating that he was ready to 
act in conjunction with them in oppoſing 
Demetrius. 

Jonathan attempted to raiſe forces in Sy- 
ria, Phenicia, and different cities and 
towns, where, though the people received 
him with great reſpect, he procured no re- 
cruits. Proceeding to Aſkalon, the inha- 
bitants complimented him with conſider- 
able preſents. He repreſented to them, as 
he had done to the people of Cœle-Syria, 
that their intereſts called upon them to aſ- 
fiſt Antiochus againſt Demetrius, from 
whom they had received great and repeat- 
ed injuries. In compliance with his per- 
ſuaſions, they agreed to take up arms in 
behalf of Antiochus. Continuing his 
journey to Gaza, the inhabitants ſhut the 
gates againſt him, declaring their reſolu- 
tion to ſupport the cauſe of Demetrius. 
This affront ſo highly incenſed Jonathan, 
that he immediately divided his army, and 
aſſaulted the town with one part, while 
the other was employed in ravaging and 
laying waſte the circumjacent country. 
Deſpairing of relief from Demetrius, and 
having only a proſpect of ſpeedy deſtruc- 
tion before them, the inhabitants diſpatch- 
ed meſlengers with a ſubmiſſive applicati- 
on to Jonathan, who accepted their pro- 
poſals, and after ſending their hoſtages to 


| 


Jeruſalem, proceeded towards Damaſcus. , 
In the mean time, Demetrius had en- 
camped a powerful army before Cadaſa, 
4 H 11938 | ſituated 


. 
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ſituated upon the borders of Tyre and Ga- king Arius, to our high prieſt, Oaias 


lilee, with a deſign of enticing Jonathan || which was delivered to him by Demote 
out of Syria, preſuming, that his firſt care (a copy of which we encloſe we find that 


les, 


would be directed towards the preſerva- we are near allied to you in blood. 3 
tion of his own country: but the latter, the teſtimony we then gave to Arius, b 


committing the care of Judea to his brother 


Simon attacksSimon, purſued his original deſign. Simon 


Bethſura, 65 
66. 


onathan falls 


Into an am- 


buſh, and his 


laid ſiege to Bethſura, ſuppoſed to be the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt defenſible place in all 
Judea, which was then in poſſeſſion of 
the partizans of Demetrius. Dreading 
that they ſhould be put to the ſword, the 
people compoſing the garriſon, requeſted 
that Simon would be permit them to march 
unmoleſted to Demetrius. He complied, 
and, upon their departure, appointed a 
body of his own people to take poſſeſſion 
of the poſt. 

By this time Jonathan was advanced 
into the plain of Aſor, where he had no 'idea 


troops ſorſakeof any oppoſition : but one of Demetrius's 


him. t Mac, 
ix. ver, 69. 


parties, having notice of his march\tationed 
an ambuſh behind a mountain, while the 
main body advanced to attack him on the 
plain. Jonathan gave the belt orders the 
ſhortneſs of the time would permit: but 
the Jews, ſeeing the ambuſh, were afraid 
of being ſurrounded by two parties, and 
precipitately fled. So general was the ter- 
ror, that only fifty gallant fellows remained 
with Jonathan, and the two captains, Mat- 
thias, the ſon of Abſalom, and Judas, the 
fon of Chapſeus. Theſe charged the e- 
nemy in front, in ſo deſperate a manner, 
that the forces of Demetrius heſitated ; on 
which thoſe who had deſerted from Jona- 
than returned, attacked them, killed near 
two thouſand, and followed the reſt even 
to their tents at Cadaſa. 

This victory being obtained, Jonathan 
returned to Jeruſalem, whence he diſ- 
patched ambaſladors to Rome, to renew 
former alliances, with directions to come 
back by way of Lacedemon, on buſineſs of 
a ſimilar nature. The Romans received the 
ambaſſadors with high reſpe&, and diſmiſ- 


ſed them with letters, recommending that 


ſafe paſſage might be granted them by the 
kings of Europe and Aſia. From Rome 


the meſſengers proceeded to Lacedemon, 


where they delivered the following letter: 


The high-prieſt Jonathan, the elders of the 
nation, the prieſts, and the reſt of theFews, | 


ſend greeting to the Ephori,* ſenate, and 
people of Lacedemon. 


&* By a letter of ancient date, from your 


__— 


* The Ephori, of whom there were commonly 
five in number, were magiſtrates of the Lacede- 
monians, who were ſo great a curb to their kings 
by their power of interceding, or negative voice, 
that at laſt they became as formidable to them, as 


þ 


| 
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the hands of the ſaid Demoteles, it appears 
how happy we were in the notification of 
ſuch an alliance : not that the matter was 
new to us, for it is mentioned in holy writ 
Now we would inform you, that we houl4 


but we left the honour of giving the ex. 
ample to you. From the firſt notification 
of your friendſhip to the preſent time, we 
have conſtantly prayed to God that voy 
might live in health and proſperity, and 
prove victorious over your foes. In all our 


[bu this time, have claiined your [riendſhip 


| diſtrefles and misfortunes from the malice 


of ambitious neighbours, we have been 
cautious not to trouble you, or other allies: 
but Divine Providence having put an end to 
our wars, and our affairs being more at eaſe, 
Numenius, the fon of Antimachus, ang 


| Antipater, the (on of Jaſon, men of honour, 
and fenators, have been diſpatched with 
letters to the Romans, and to yourſelves, for 


renewing and ſtrengthening the league of 
friendſhip between us. Return what an- 
{wer you think proper: but let us know 


how we may ſerve you, aſſured that we 


will teſtify our affectionate regard by every 
means in our power.” 
The Lacedemonians not only gave the 


ourable reception, but alſo charged them 
with a memorial, acknowledging and con- 
firming the alliance formerly contracted 
between the two ſtates. | 

At this time the Jews were divided into 
three ſects, or factions; namely, the Phar- 
iſees, Sadducees, and Eſſenes. / The doc- 
trine of the Phariſees was, that in ſome ca- 
les, men were allowed the privilege of re- 
gulating the conduct of life according to 
the dictates of their own free will, and in 


others were overruled by a particular fate. 


The Sadducees utterly rejected the idea of 


| fatality, contending that the condition of 


men was the natural effect of their proſecut- 


ing the ſuggeſtions of their free-will, The 


opinion of the Eſſenes was, that mankind 
was in all inſtances ſubject to an irreſiſtible 
deſtiny. 

Receiving intelligence that Demetrius 
had augmented his army, and was advanc- 
ing to give him battle, Jonathan haſtened 
to Amathis, with a determination to op- 


poſe his entrance into Judea ; and having 


— 


1 


— 


the Roman tribunes were to the nobility. See Nep. 
Panſan. 

+ Of the principles and practices of theſe three 
ſects, the reader will find a particular explanation in 
the ſecond book of the wars of the Jews. 


— 


| pitched 


Jewiſh ambaſſadors a courteous aud hon- 


[Boux NI 


f. 


. X. BY FLAVIUS jJoSEPHUS:. 
| pitched his tents about fifty furlongs from || gainſt Arſaces, king of Parthia. Thus en- 
the enemy, diſpatched ſpies for diſcovering || couraged; Demetrius advanced, imagining 
their deſigns; and ſome priſoners taken || that, after obtaining a conqueſt over the 
by the ſcouts acknowledged that the inten- Parthians, he ſhould have but little diffi- 
tion of Demetrius was to attack Jonathan || culty in compelling Tryphon to evacuate 
by ſurpriſe in his encampment. Upon this|| Syria, Demetrius was chearfully received p,..:. 
information, Jonathan ſtationed centinels by the people, and putting himlelf at the makes war 
at the out-poſts, kept his men conſtantly|| head of a numerous army, he prepared for JP" 9 
under arms during the nigbt, and made battle. The armies meeting an obſtinate my, and is ta- 
other neceſſary diſpoſitions for defence. conflict enſued : but at length Demetrius ay rv 
Learning that their deſign was diſcovered, || was routed, the greateſt part of his army , * xiy, 
the commanders of the army of Demetrius || deſtroyed, and himſelf made a priſoner by 
were thrown into great confuſion, and Arſaces: 
at length formed the reſolution of decamping „ i 
in the night, which they accordingly did, CHAT. . 
covering their retreat by leaving a „ „ 
of fires burning on the ſpot of their en- Tryþhon aſpires to the ſovereignty. He be- 
campment. trays Fonathan, makes him a priſoner, and 
On the dawn of the next morning, Jo- cuts of a thouſand of his followers. 
nathan advanced in order to force the ene- f . 
my to battle; when finding they had a- HE late miſcarriage of Demetrius 
bandoned their poſt, he purſued them by determined Tryphon no longer to 
forced marches, though in vain ; for they || make a parade of a pretended friendſhip to 
had crofſed the river Eleutherus, and gain-|| Antiochus, but to effect the deſtruction of 
ed a ſecure ſtation, Upon this diſappoint- || his maſter, as a preliminary meaſure to his 
ment, Jonathan, directing his rout to Ara-||own advancement to the throne. But, 
bia, and ravaging the country of the Na- knowing Jonathan to be a ſteady friend to 
batheans, took the priſoners and cattle ob- || Antiochus, he judged that by removing 
tained in theſe expeditions to Damaſcus, him he ſhould greatly facilitate the accom- 
and there ſold them. pliſhment of his treacherous deſign, 
In the mean time, Simon made a pro- Repairing to Bethſan, Tryphon there 
greſs through Judea and Paleſtine, as found Jonathan, with forty thouſand men 
far as Aſkalon, and having fortified all the under his command. Foreſeeing that an 
defenſibie places, he proceeded to Joppa, || engagement with an army of ſuch ſuperior 
where he ſtationed a ſtrong garriſon, for|| ſtength-would be attended but with a very 
the purpoſe of reſtraining the people from|| unpromiſing proſpect of ſucceſs, Tryphon 
ſurrendering the town to Demetrius, determined to have recourſe to the arts of 
Jonathan, accompanied by his brother || treachery and ſeduction. He directed his of- 
Simon, now repaired to Jeruſalem, and ficers to obey Jonathan as himſelf; and 
having aſſembled the people in the temple, || proceeded, with great artifice, from one 
. 10 he directed them to repair the walls of | ſubtlety to another. At length he inſinuat- 
eh nd the city, to provide for the better defence ed that, as the war was over, Jonathan 
de ellae, of the place, by building high and ſub- might diſband h.s army, keeping only a 5 
% J. ſtaatial towers, and alſo to erect a wall for proper body guard, and attend him to Pto- (4; org 
the purpoſe of cutting off all communica-||lemzis, which place, and all the adjacent than under a 
tion between the caſtle and the city; and] fortreſſes, he was reſolved to put into his mane. 
he further recommended, that garriſons|| poſſetlion. Seduced by theſe arguments 46, =” 
might be appointed to occupy every con-|| and promites, Jonathan diſmiſſed all his 
venient ſtation, for the greater ſecurity of|| army, except three thouſand men, two of 
the country. The people unanimouſly || which he left in Galilee, and went with 
?pproved the propoſition made by Jona- || Tryphon to Ptolemais, with the other 
than, who undertook to ſuperintend what || thoutan:l. The inhabitants having been 
improvements were to be made to the city, || previouſly inſtructed, ſhut the gates on his 
committing the care of the other depart- || firſt entering the town, killed all his thou- 
meats to his brother Simon. ſand men, and took him priſoner. Try- 
At this time Demetrius had paſſed the phon diipatched apart of his army to Gali- 
river, and marched into Mefopotamia, lee, with a view to deſtroy Jonathan's two 
with a deſign of reducing the capital, and || thouſand men le t there; but theſe having 
laying the whole country in a ſtate of de- || information of the manner in which Jo- 
lolation. His intention was to carry the nathan had been treated, ſeized their 
war into the upper provinces, the Greek arms and effected their eſcape. Knowin 
and Macedonian inhabitants thereof having || theſe troops to be of ſuch undaunted reſo- 
Invited him thither with promiſes of obedi-jj lution, that they would fight to the laſt ex- 
ence to him, and yielding him aſiſtance a- tremity, I ryphon attempted not to purſue 


them. CHAP. 


— 
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Simon aſſumes the command of the army, and 
compels the inhabitants to evacuate Foppa. 
Tryphon offers liberty to Jonathan, upon 
receiving a ſum of money and hoſtages. 
Tryphon treacheroufly puts 
death. Simon ſucceeds his deceaſed brother, 
He deſtroys Gaza, Joppa, Famnia, and the 
citadel of Jeruſalem. 


oN receiving intelligence of the 

captivity of Jonathan, and the maſſa- 
cre of his thouſand men, the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem were extremely afflicted. Their 
grief was the more poignant ſince they 
conſidered, that the loſs of a commander 
ſo diſtinguiſhed by his valour and prudence 
would expoſe them to the ravayes of thoſe 
enemies,of whoſe power they had before en- 
tertained no apprehenſions. They were not 
miſtaken in their conjecture; for upon the 
news of Jonathan's death, (of which we 
ſhall ſpeak more particularly hereafter) the 
neighbouring nations entered into a confe- 
deracy againſt them, conſidèering them as 
being in deſperate and irretriveable cir- 
cumſtances, fince they were deprived of 
the aſſiſtance of the chief to whoſe valour 
and prudence they were indebted for all 


Tryphon pre- their ſucceſſes, Even Tryphon aſſembled 
pares for an an army with a deſign of invading Judea. 


incurſion into 


Judea 1 Mie. 


iii. 1 2. 


Simon obſerving the alarms that prevailed 
among the people, addreſſed them to the 
following effect: 

<« [It is needleſs, my friends and coun- 


trymen, to particularize the various in- 


ſtances in which my father, my brethren 
and myſelf have ſhewn a readineſs to exert 
ourſelves in the defence of our country, 
The preſervation of our religion, laws and 
liberties, have ever been the objects to 
which the attention of our family has 
been principally directed; and be aſſured, 
that I will never forfeit my honour from a 
regard to my perſonal ſafety. Be not dil- 


' Pirited, becauſe you have no commander, 


ſince I here declare myſelf ready to lead 
you wherever great and glorious actions 
ſhall call us. Never ſhall it be ſaid, that 


I have degraded the dignity of my family. | 


I truſt, that the Almighty will, by my 
means, deliver you and your wives and 
children from the power of your oppreſſors, 
avenge your cauſe upon your enemies, 


and vindicate the holy temple from the 


abominations and defilements of your im- 
pious and malicious perſecutors.” 

Upon the concluſion of this addreſs, the 
multitude unanimouſly declared Simon a- 


onathan to 


| 


* 


* An hundred Jewiſh talents weighed eleven 
thouſand four hundred and fix pounds three ounces ; 
and were equivalent in value to thirty-four thou - 


his army to Jeruſalem. 


(Book VII 


lone worthy to ſucceed to the command 
of his excellent brothers Judas M Simo 

accabæus S mon ch 
and Jonathan, ſolemnly pledging them. dne the 
ſelves to act in rigid obedience to his di 
rections. Immediately after his appoint. 
ment, the new general employed a great 
number of the people under his command 
in repairing the walls of the city, and for. 
tifying them with ſtrong and ſtately towers 
The fortifications being compleated, he 
diſpatched his friend Jonathan, the ſon of 
Abſalom, to Joppa, with orders to compel 
the inhabitants to evacuate the City, leſt 
they ſhould ſurrender it to Tryphon. 

At this time Tryphon was marching his 
army from Ptolemais towards Judea, bring 
ing Jonathan with him in bonds. Simon 
met him on a mountain overlooking the 
plain near the city of Addida. Learnin 
that the Jews had elected Simon for their 
general, Tryphon diſpatched a meſſage to 
him, importing, that if he was defirous of 
procuring his brother's enlargement, he 
muſt ſend a hundred talents of fiivers, and 
alſo two of Jonathan's ſons as hoſtayes, that 
after being reſtored to liberty he ſhould 
not ſeduce the people of Judea from their 
allegiance. Though he conſidered the 
offer of Tryphon as a deception, Simon 
deemed it not prudent to decline ſendin 
the ranſom and hottages, leſt his brother's 
death ſhould be imputed to his negiect. 
However, he ſummoned a council and com- 
municated to them his ſuſpicions, obſerving, 
that he was defireus of complying with 
the demands of the enemy, leſt he ſhould 
incur the reproach of being indifferent with 
regard to the preſervation of his brother's 
life. The hoſtages and money were ac- 
cordingly ſent to Tryphon, who, notwith- 
ſtanding, treacherouſly refuſed to give Jo- 
nathan his liberty, and continued to ravage 
the country till his arrival at Dora, a city 
in Idumea, from whence he intended tolead 
In the mean time 
Simon was attentive to all his movements. 

While on his march, Tryphon received 
a meſſage from the garriſon at Jeruſalem, 
informing him that the people were in 
great diſtreſs through a ſcarciiy of provi- 
tions, and requeſting that he would haſten 
to their reliet. Upon this, he ordercd his 
cavalry to be in readineſs to proceed to Je- 
ruſalem: but ſo deep a ſnow falling in 
the night as to render a march thither im- 
practicable, he directed his courſe towards 
Ccœle- Syria, and in paſſing though the 
country of Galaad, cauſed Jonathan to be 
put to death near the city of Baſca, and 
then marched towards Antioch. 
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| ſand two, hundred and eighteen pounds, fifteen ſhil- 


lings, Engliſh. 


Simon 
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gimon cauſed the remains of his brother [2d in his exerciſes. While the public were 1 
Jonathan, which had been buried by Try- |ſintent on this report, Tryphon exerted his "BY 
hon near Baſca, to be removed to the fami- utmoſt influence, and employed both + 
ly ſepulchre at Modim, public mouruing money and friends, to induce them to chuſe 
being obſerved on the occaſion, and a ſu- him king. The friends of Tryphon urged 
erb monument of poliſhed white marble ||that Demetrius, was a captive with the 
rected to the family. This was on an Parthians; and that Antiochus would never 
eminence, and encompaſſed with arched forgive thoſe who had deſerted his brother. 
works, and reſting on pillars each of an entire By theſe inſinuations Tryphon paved his " 
fone. Simon cauſed ſeven pyramids to be way to the throne : but there did not need 
erected, to his father, mother, four brothers, much artifice in the caſe; for the people 
and himſelf ; and theſe were ſo extraordi- ||readily combined towards his elevation, 
nary, that they are ſtil] celebrated for their from an idea that thoſe who voted for mak 
beauty and magnificence. ing him king, would be in a fair way to ad- 
Jonathan had now governed, as prince vance their own fortunes; ſo that there 
and high-prieſt, four * years, and was ſuc- ||was no difficulty in his advancement. 
ceeded by his brother, Simon, as above- || Tryphon no ſooner had gained poſſeſſi- 
mentioned. Simon, in his firſt year, re- ſon of the ſovereignty, than he fully diſ- 
lieved the people from the tribute before played that malignity of temper which he 
paid to the Macedonians; and he ſtood ſo had artfully concealed while in a private 
high 1n their opinion, that they dated their ||{tation. His turbulent conduct fo diſguſt- 
writings, both public and private, from the ſed the troops, that they deſerted, and fled 
years of his government, with the addition ||to Cleopatra, the wite of Demetrius, who 
of © moſt worthy patron of the nation.” had retired with his children to Seleucia, 
Every public buſineſs flouriſhed in his while Antiochus Soter, the brother of De- 
hands. He obtained a victory over the ||metrius, was travelling from place to 
common enemy; deſtroyed the cities of place, all perſons declining to yield him 
in Gr Gazara, Joppa, and Jamnia ; levelled the aſſiſtance, leſt they ſhould thereby expoſe 
fe citadel of Jeruſalem with the ground, and ſo ||themſzlves to the vengeance of Tryphon. 
=. ordered, that it could neither afford a refuge Encouraged by the advice of her friends, 
alen al for rebels and fugitives, nor be in a condi- and urged by her fears that the people 
ax tion to annoy the city. To effect this, would ſurrender up Seleucia to the uſur- 
hen he adviſed the digging the mountain on per, Cleopatra offered herſelf in marriage 
which the caſtle ſtood, fo that the temple to Antiochus. This alliance being con- 
ſhould be left on the higher ground. He tracted, great numbers of troops reſorted 
aſſembled the people on this buſineſs, toto the ſtandard of Antiochus, who in a 
whom he repreſented the miſchiefs already ſhort time, was at the head of a powerful 
ſuſtained by this caſtle, and the probable army, with which he attacked and de- 
conſequences, if an enemy ſhould get poſ- ||feated Tryphon, driving him out of Syria 
ſefon of it. This argument had ſuch an into Phœnicia, and beſieging him in the 
effect, that they univerſally agreed to de- ||ſtrong fortreſs of Dora. Antiochus now 
ſtroy the mountain; andthe people worked made overtures to Simon, the high-prieſt, 
on it for three years, and by the force of in- for concluding a treaty of friendſhip, which 
defatigable labour, they ſo lowered the he accepted, ſending him proviſions and 
ground that the temple commanded the money for enabling him to proſecute the 
{pot where the citadal had formerly ſtood. ſiege. Tryphon at length eſcaped from Tryphon | 
| i Dora to Apamia, where he was killed in taken and 
Sn. . defending the town, which was taken by — 


Antiochus. 
Tryphmn murders Antiochus, and ſucceeds to 5 
the ſovereignty. His ſoldiers revolt. C HAP. XIII. 
Aſter eſpouſing Cleopatra, Antiochus So- i 5 
ter gains à victory over Tryphon, Try- The ingratitude of Antiochus to Simon. The 


phon put to death, latter renews his league with the Ro- 
mans. 
OON after Demetrius Nicanor had | f 
been made a priſoner, Try phon pri- Ntiochus, who was naturally of a 
vately murdered Antiochus, the ſon of covetous and ungrateful diſpoſition, 


Alexander, and propagated a report that he ſo far from acknowledging the ſervices he 
loſt his life by an accident, which happen- had received from Simon, diſpatched an 


8 
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„Scaliger in his notes upon Euſebius, ſuſpe&s 
this paſſage to be corrupted, and alters it ſo as to 
lepreſent the death of Jonathan to have happened 


in the foutteenth year of his pontificate, when he had 
governed the Jewiſh nation eighteen years, 
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army under the conimand of Cendebeus | pontifical dignity. He rharched to attack 


to ravage Judea, and endeavour to make 
him a priſoner. This perfidy and ingrati- 
tude ſo enraged Simon, that, in deſpite of 
the infirmities of his advanced time of life, 
he determined to go in perſon to chaſtize 
him. Diſpatching his ſon with a body of 


| choſen men, he immediately afterwards 


marched by a different rout, ſtationing part 
of his troops in ambuſh 1n all convenient 
and advantageous ſituations: Having prov- 
ed victorious over Antiochus in ſeveral en- 
counters, Simon renewed his league of 
friendſhip with the Romans, and paſſe! 
the remainder of his life in happineſs and 
tranquillity, 


C.H-A P.- XIV. 


Simon murdered by Ptolemy, and his wife and 


two ſons made priſoner. His other ſon e- 


ſcapes to Feruſalem. 
HEN Simon had held the govern- 


ment of judea for eight years, he 


was invited to an entertainment by Ptolemy 


his ſon-in-law, and there cruelly murdered 
by himf. Ptolemy made priſoners of the 
wife and two of the ſons of Simon, and 
employed ruffians to ſurprize and take away 
the life of John, the third ſon, who was cal- 
led Hyrcanus : but receiving timely in- 


formation of the treachery, he fled to Je- 


ruſalem, where he experienced the moſt 


friendly behaviour from the people, who 


_ entertained a great veneration for the me- 


Simon con- 
quers Cende- 
beus. 1 Mac. 
xvi. 8, 10. 


Simon mur- 
dered by Pto- 
lemy, 11, 17. 


mory of Simon, and a deadly abhorrence 
of Ptolemy, whom they courageouſly re- 
pulſed upon his attempting to enter at one 
gate of the city, after Hyreanus had gain- 
ed admitrance at another. Th 


CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY OF THE. 


BIBLE. 
© Ha; . 


Hyrcanus ſucceeds to the pontificate, and be- 
freges Ptolemy in the caſtle of Dagon, The 
mother and brothers of Hyrcanus expoſed 
upon the battlements, and threatened to 
be caſt down, unleſs the army is drawn off. 
The fortitude of the mother. She and her 
ſons are put to death. Ptolemy flies to 
Zeno. 


TOLEMY retired to the caſtle of 
Dagon, which was fituated in the 


neighbourhood of Jericho. As the ſucceſ- 
ſor of his father, Hyrcanus aſſumed the 


This fact is recorded ſomewhat differently 1 
Mac. xvi. where it is ſaid, Simon and his two ſons 
Matthias and Judas were all three flain by Ptolemy 
at a banquet, without making any mention of his 


wife, | 


| tural tyrant Ptolemy ſhould meet a puniſh- 
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the caſtle to which Ptolemy had retreated, 
In the proſecution of this enterprize, the 
great difficulty he had to ſurmount, was a 
natural tenderneſs towards his mother ang 
brethren, whom Ptolemy cauſed to be 
whipped and otherwiſe publicly tormented 
upon the battlements, threatening to caſt 
them down, unleſs Hyrcanus immediate! 

raiſed the ſiege. This terrible menace a. 
bated the reſolution of Hyrcanus; who 
judged, that if he proceeded in his firſt de. 
ſign, the conſequence would be an aggra- 
vation of cruelty to his relations. His mo- 
ther obſerving his embarraſſment, called to 
him aloud, urging him, without conſider— 
ing the ſufferings of herſelf and her ſong, 
to avenge the injuries his family had re. 
ceived, and expreſſing a willingnels to ex- 
pire under the moſt excruciating torments, 
on condition that the barbarous and unna- 


ment proportioned to the enormity of his 
guilt. This inſtance of generoſity and for- 
titude animated Hyrcanus to a vigorous 
aſſault; but he obſerved, that in propor- 
tion to the force he exerted ior reducing the 
tort, additional cruelty was exerciſed upon 
his mother; and his deſire of revenge yield- 
ing to filial tenderneſs, the ſiege was pro- 
tracted, till the arrival of the ſabbatical 

‚ . ; The {abbat 
year, which put a period to the war. cy, 
Every ſeventh year, as well as every ſeventh teu 
day, is obſerved by the Jews as a time of 
reſt. The war being concluded, Ptolemy 
put the mother and brothers of Hyrcanus 
to death, and then fled for refuge to Phi- 
ladelphia, the government of which place 
had been uſurped by the tyrant Zeno, who 
was ſurnamed Cotyla. 


S HA: N . 


Antiochus beſieges Feruſalem. He grants 
a truce for ſeven days. Hyrcanus and 
Antiochus contratt an alliance. Antio- 
chus dies, and is ſucceeded by Demetrius, 


Timulated by the diſgraces he had becn 
8 ſubjected to by Simon, the father of 
Hyrcanus, Antiochus in the fourth year of a 
his reign, in the firſt of that of Hyrcanus, gen, 
and in the one hundred and ſecond olym- 
piad*, made an incurſion into Judea; and 
having committed great devaſtation in that 
country, compelled Hyrcanus to take re- 
fuge within the city, which he ſurround- 
ed with his army divided into ſeven bodies. 
The great ſtrength of the walls, and the 

bravery with which the place was defend- 
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* In the ſecond of the one hundred and fixty-firſt 
Olympiad, according to the reading of Petitus in his 
Eclog. Chronolog. I. ii. c. 6. and Scaliger's notes 


| upon Euſeb. p. 135. 1 
| ed, 
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ys ed, for ſome time prevented any conſider- of Joppwand other cities, and admit a gar- 
n able advantages being gained by the aſſail-riſon into Jeruſalem The, gatriſon was 
us, forces . "Oh. k . . . 
into ants. Antiochus directed his force againſt objected to, on the plea of the neceſſary in- 
un. the northern quarter of the city, which was convenience of mixing with ſtrangers; and 
b vj the leaſt capable of defence. He cauſed ſ to compound this matter, an offer was 
do be erected an hundred turrets, each con- made of five hundred talents* and hoſt- 
ſiſting of three ſtories, ſtationing in them ages for a due performanee of the treaty. 
a great number of troops; who maintained Three hundred talents being paid in part, 
the aſſault with great vigour. To cut off all and the hoſtages, one of which was the 
communication with the country he form-|| brother of Hyrcanus, being delivered, th 
ed a double line of circumvallation of con- ſiege was raiſect. | 
ſiderable extent. But notwithſtanding The ſepulchre of David, the richeſt ſo- 
theſe operations, the troops made frequent|| vereign who had been kriowa, Hyrcanus 
allies from the fort to annoy the enemy, || cauſed to be opened; and thence he took 
when they appeared to be the leaſt prepared three thouſand talents+ whereby he was, 
for defence. Such of the inhabitants as|| enabled to hire reinforcements to his army: eiu. 
did not bear arms in ſupport of the com- he was the firſt among the Jews who en- thouſand ta- 
mon cauſe, Hyrcanus compelled to depart||tertained foreign troops. He now formed lente out of 
from the city; but the retreat of theſe an alliance with Antiochus; and en e e 
unfortunate people being intercepted by An- that king and his army into the city, where 
tiochus, great numbers of them periſhed || he received and entertairied them with the 
under the walls of the city through want|| utmoſt magnificence. As it is recorded by 
of food. | NicolausDamaſcenus, he accompanied An- 
Upon the arrival of the feaſt of the ta-|| tiochus to the Parthian war. This hiſ- 
bernacles, the ſurvivors of thoſe who had || torian ſays, After Antiochus had ſubdu- 
been expelled the town, were permitted|| ed the Parthian army under the command 
to return. On occafion of this feſtival, the of Indates, he conſtructed a triumphal arch 
inhabitants requeſted Antiochus to grant af upon the banks of the river Lycus ; and 
truce for ſeven days, and he readily com- that at the interceflion of Hyrcanus, a Jew; 
lied, and in addition ſent them a number he remained at this place two days: the 
of bulls with gilded horns, and other beaſts|| Jews being forbid by their laws to travel 
for ſacrifice together with gold and filver|[on the feſtival, which happened to occur 
veſſels containing a variety of the moſt e-||at that time.” This feſtival was the 
ſteemed perfumes and ſpices, beſides a||feaſt of the pentecoſt, which imme- 
large ſupply of proviſions. His conduct in||diately followed the ſabbath ; and on 
every inſtance was contrary to that of An- neither of thoſe days were the people of 
tiochus Epiphanes, who, upon conquering our nation allowed to travel. 
the city, proved his contempt of the in- Antiochus gave battle to Arſaces, king 
ſtitutions and ceremonies of the Jews, by of the Parthians, and in this encounter he 
ſacrificing hogs upon the altar, and pol- loſt his life and his army. Upon his king- 
luting the holy place with liquor in which dom being invaded, Arſaces gave liberty 
the fleſh of thoſe animals had been boiled. to his captive Demetrius, who ſucceeded 
This affront produced an irreconcilable a-|| his brother Antiochus in the government 
nimoſity. The piety of the preſent An- of Syria, | = 
tiochus obtained him the ſurname of the | | | 
pious, and he was held in the higheſt eſti-j] - CH AP. XVII. 
mation by all ranks of people. | 
The generoſity of Antiochus encouraged || Hyrcanus ſubjugates the country of Idumea, 
Hyrcanus to diſpatch an embaſſy requeſ-|| and contracts a freſh alliance with the 
ting that he would permit the Jews to live Romans. Demetrius is conquered, and 
agreeable to the eſtabliſhed laws and cuſ- flies to Ptolemais for ſhelter. He is put 
toms of their nation. Antiochus, in op- to death. Alexander is ſlain in battle. 
poſition to the court- faction, complied, on Account of the wars between Antiochus 
the condition that the Jews ſhould lay] Gryphus and his brother Antiochus 
down their arms, ſecure to him the tribute Cyricenus. 
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Five hundred Hebrew talents weighed fifty ſeven + Three thouſand talents weighed three hundred 
thouſand, thirty one pounds, three ounces, and their forty thouſand one hundred ſixty ſeven pounds, ſix 
value in ſilver amounted to an hundred ſeyenty one ounces, and their value in filver amounted to one 
thouſand ninety three pounds, fifteen- ſhillings, million, twenty-fix thouſand, five hundred ſixty- 
Englith money. Three hundred talents weighed|[,,,, pounds, ten ſhillings, of our money. A ſtory 
thirty four thouſand two hundred and eighteen c\ very improbable to be true, that Joſephus has in- 
pounds, nine ounces; the value in filver a nounted curred the cenſure of ſeveral learned men for taking 
to one hundred two thouſand fix hundred and fifty|| otice of it. | | | 


fix Pos five ſhillings. | il | | | (4 UPON | 


» 
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Upon the 


death of An- 
tiochus, Hyr- * | a - 
canus march» his army into Syria, expecting to find that 


es immedI- 
ately into 
Syr ia. 


the people acquieſced in this and every 


neighbourhood; he then proceeded to the 


fore related; this temple was deſtroyed 


the eighth of the Ides of March, Lucius 


ius Sempronius, ſon of Caius Falerna, be- 


treaſury, for defraying the charge of their 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


_— 


| TP ON receiving information of the 
death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus led 


country greatly depopulated ; and this con- 
jecture proved to be juſtly founded. Af- 
ter a ſiege of ſix months he ſubdued Me- 
daba ; and he ſoon after made himſelf 
maſter of Samega, and other places in that 


conqueſt of Sichem, Garizim, and the land 
of the Chuthites, where one of the go-| 
vernors, named Sanballat, in compliment 
to his ſon-in-law Manaſſeh, the bro- 
ther of Jaddas, the high-prieſt, hav- 
ing obtained the permiſſion of Alexander, 
conſtructed a temple on the model 
of that at Jeruſalem, as we have be- 


about two hundred years after it had been 
built. He reduced Adora, Mariſſa, and 
other places of ſtrength in Idumea, and| 
proſecuted his ſucceſſes till he had ſubdued | 
the whole province. He then iſſued a 
proclamation, enjoining the departure of 
thoſe who would not ſubmit to circum- 
ciſion. Rather than abandon the land, 


| 


other Jewiſh inſtitution : and fince that 
period they have been numbered among 
the people denominated Jews. 

Hyrcanus, the high-prieſt, now diſpatch- 
ed an embaſly to the ſenate of Rome, with 
letters. Fanius, ſon of Marcus Præter, 
aſſembled a ſenate in the field of Mars, on 


Manlius, ſon of Lucius Mentina, and Ca- 


ing preſent to deliberate on the propoſed 
treaty and other public buſineſs which Si- 
mon, the ſon of Doſitheus, Apollonius ſon 
of Alexander, and Didorus, ſon of Jaſon, 
were commiſſioned to negotiate with the 
ſenate. It was ſtipulated that reſtoration 
ſhould be made of the cities and ports of 
Joppa, Gazara, the fountains, and other 


places, which, in violation of a decree of 
the ſenate, had been uſurped by Antio- 


chus; that the king's troops ſhould not 
paſs through that or any other part of the 
Roman territories without permiſſion: and 
that commiſſioners ſhould be appointed 
for eſtimating the loſſes conſequent on his 
devaſtations, for which full reparation 
ſhould be made. On theſe conditions the 
propoſed treaty was accepted by the ſenate, 
who aſſured the honourable deputies on 
the part of the Jews, that on the firſt op- 
portunity an anſwer in form ſhould be 
returned, and that no injury ſhould 


in future be offered to them. Fanius || 


was commiſſioned to ſupply the am- 
baſſadors with money from the public 


return; and they were likewiſe furniſhed 


ander ſupported his ally in this War; and 


with letters of recommendation to the go- 


fortune to be ſlain. 


deceaſe of Antiochus Soter, he no longer 


[Book y 
vernors and officers of the ſeveral place 
through which they were to pals. 

During theſe tranſactions, Demetrius 
was heartily diſpoſed to commence hoſtili. 
ties againſt Hyrcanus : but he was not ina 
condition to effect this deſign, being ge- 
nerally deteſted by the Syrians and his 
own ſoldiers, who uniting in a confege. 
racy againſt him, requeſted Ptolemy, o. 
therwiſe Phyſcon, king of Egypt, to ſend 
to them a deſcendant of the houſe of ge. 
leucus, whom they would inveſt with the 
ſovereignty. Ptolemy ſent Alexander yr. 
named Zebina, attended by a numerous 
army. An engagement enſued, and De. 
metrius being defeated, fled to Ptolemais, 
where Cleopatra, his wife, then reſided ; 
but being denied entrance into the city, he 
repaired to Tyre, where he was ſeized by 
his enemies, who after keeping him ſome 
time in a miſerable exiſtence, deprived him 
of life. | 
The kingdom of Syria being now under 
the ſovereignty of Alexander Zebina, 3 
league was formed between this new king 
and Hyrcanus, the high-prieſt, who toon 
after was engaged in hoſtilities with Anti- 
ochus Gryphus, ſon of Demetrius. Alex- 


when the armies joined battle, it was his 30 
Upon the death of flint 
Alexander, Antiochus ſucceeded to the £8 
throne of Syria; but he checked his defire 

of proceeding againſt the Jews, in conſe- 
quence of intelligence being communicat- 
ed to him that his brother, and name-ſake 
Antiochus, who was ſurnamed Cyzicenus, 
was railing an army at the town of Cyzi- 
cus, for the purpoſe of oppoſing his opera- 
tions. We have before obſerved that 
Cleopatra was married to two brothers. 
Upon the arrival of Cyricenus in Syria, an 
engagement enſued between him and his 
brother ; and, indeed they lived in a per- 
petual ſtate of animoſity and warfare. 
In the mean time Hyrcanus enjoyed an 
uninterrupted tranquillity : for, upon the 


acknowledged himſelf to be either a ſub- 
ject or ally of the Macedonians. The at- 
fairs of Hyrcanus were in a flouriſhing 
ſtate during the time of Alexander Zebina, 
but ſtill more ſo in the ſovereignty of the 
brothers; for while they were harraſſing 
each other to deſtruction, Cyricenus com- 
mitting devaſtation in the country, and the 
other having no affiſtance from Egypt, he 
enjoyed perfect eaſe and fafety in Judea, 
where he amaſſed immenſe wealth. 


CHAP, XVIII. 
Hyrcanus befieges Samaria. Antiochus Cy- 


| ricenus is repulſed by Ariſtobulas. The de- 
ſtruction 


„VII. 


\ Otwithſtanding the inhabitants of the 
city reſided in a part of Judea; they 
were ſubjects to the king of Syria. The 
indignities he had received from the Sa- 
maritans ſo highly incenſed Hyrcanus, that 
he determined to direct the whole force of 
his arms againſt the ſtrongly fortified city 
of Samar ia, which was rebuilt and called 
Sebaſte by Herod, of which we ſhall ſpeak 
more particularly hereafter, He begirt 
the town with a ditch of conſiderable 
width, and a double wall of great ſtrength, 
appointing his ſons Antigenus and Ariſto- 
bulus to proſecute the fiege,; which was 
conducted with ſuch vigour, that in a ſhort 
time a terrible famine raged in the city, 
the inhabitants being reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of ſupporting themſelves on carrion. 
In this extremity they ſolicited relief from 
Antiochus Cy zicenus, who directly march- 
ed to their aſſiſtance; but was repulſed by 
Ariſtobulus, who being joined by Anti- 
gonus, they purſued him to Sythopolis. 


The brothers returned to Samaria, and 


renewed the ſiege; in conſequence of 


which, the people again requelied aſſiſt- 
ance from Cyzicenus; and he prevailed. 


upon Ptolemy, ſurnamed Lathurus to ſup- 


ply him with fix thouſand men. The grant 
of theſe troops ſo greatly offended the mo- 
ther of Ptolemy, that he was in the moſt 
imminent danger of loſing his kingdom. 
With theſe Egyptian forces Antiochus ra- 
vaged part of the country of Hyrcanus ; his 

motive being to entice the troops from the 
ſiege by a diverſion, as he was not in a 
condition to oppoſe the whole force of his 
antagoniſt. But from deſertions, many of 
his troops falling into ambuſhes, and othec 
accidents, he deſpaired of ſucceſs ; and ap- 


conduct of the war, he retired to Tripoli. 
Callimander engaged in a raſh expedition, 
wherein his army was deſtroyed and him- 
ſelf lain. The Jews bribed Epicrates to 
furrender Sythopolis and other places. After 
a ſiege which continued a year, Hyrcanus 


became maſter of Samaria, which he ut- 


terly deſtroyed, and by forming water- 
courſes, and other meaſures, the appear- 
ance of the ſpot was entirely changed, and 
no veſtige remained of the buildings. There 
is a ſurpriſing, and perhaps an incredible, 
tradition reſpeCting Hyrcanus. It is re- 
lated that being alone offering incenſe in 
the temple, a voice from Heaven informed 

im, that his ſons had obtained a victor 
over Antiochus Cyzicenus ; and that he 


| 


reaſon for making the 


y ||ochus Epiphanes.“ 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.. 
Pruftion of Samaria. Hyrcanus diſavows 
the principles of the Phariſees; and adopts 


thoſe of the Sadducees, The death of 
Hyrcanus. 1 | 


immediately went forth to the people, and 


communicated to them the revelation; 
which . was ſoon after confirmed: This 
extraordinary incident is ſaid to have hap- 
pened at the preciſe time in which Cyzi- 
cenus was defeated. + „ 
Not only theJews of Jeruſalem, and Alex- 


andria, but thoſe of Egypt, Cyprus, and othet 


places were now in a flouriſhing ſituation: 
for in conſequenee of a diſagreement be- 
tween Cleopatra and her ſon Ptolemy La- 
thurus; the queen had committed the com- 
mand of her army to Cheleias, and Ana- 
nias, the ſon of Onias, by whom a temple, 


after the model of that of Jeruſalem, had 


been built. in the territory of Heliopolis. 
The queen was wholly influenced by the 
ad vice of theſe men. Strabo, the Cappa- 
docian, ſays, Great numbers of thoſe 
who came, with us to Cyrus, as well as 
thoſe who were afterwards ſent thither by 
Cleopatra; abandoned the queen, and at- 
tached themfelves'to the intereſt of Pto- 
lemy; but the Jews of Onias's party 
continued in allegiance to her, in gratitude 
for the diſtinction ſhe had beſtowed upon 


their friends and countrymen Chelcias and 
Ananias.” , | | 


The ſucceſs. of Hyrcanus attracted the Hyrcanus en · 
envy of the Jews, and particularly of that! 


ſect called Phariſees. The influence of this 
faction was ſo great, as conſtantly to pre- 
vail over the multitude, even in oppoſition 
to the ſentiments of the king and the high- 
prieſt. Hyrcanus, who had been educated 
among the Phariſees, invited them to an 
entertainment ; and when his hoſpitality 
had cauſed a circulation of good humour, 
he addreſſed them to the following effect: 
«« Since I profeſs your own principles, it 
is ſcarcely neceſſary te obſerve, my friends, 
that my moſt ſanguine wiſh is to render 


myſelf acceptable to the Almighty, and to 


obſerve a ſtrict juſtice to my neighbour. 


p- || If I have violated my duty, it is your bu- 
| pare pointing Callimander and Epicrates to the 
„nd his 


ſineſs to admoniſh me, and it ſhall be mine 
to effect a reformation of my conduct.“ 


This ſpeech was received with great ap- 
plauſe, which afforded Hyrcanus conſider- 


able eee fl a3, 
One of the gueſts named Eleazar, a man 
of a malignant diſpoſition, anſwered him 
thus : Having declared yourſelf an advo- 
cate for truth and plain dealing, you can- 
not be offended if 1 recommend a reſigna- 
tion of the pontificate, and that you apply 
yourſelf only to the diſcharge of your civil 
authority.“ Being aſked by Hyrcanus the 
propoſal, he ſaid, 


« Becauſe our elders have related that your 
mother was a flave in the time of Anti- 


The Phariſees -and 
Hyrcanus were the more offended at this 


48 


charge 


ied by the 
Jews and 
Phariſees. 
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Sadducee, ir» , . : 
ritates Hyr- A particular friend to Hyrcanus, named 


canus againſt Jonathan, inſiſted that the ſlander of Eleazar 
the Phariſees, 


who re- 


2 them riſees, againſt whom he bore a violent 
and turnsSad- enmity being, himſelf a Sadducee. 


ducee, 


to beſtow upon him three eminent diftinc- 
tions, viz. the civil government, the high- 


Ariftobulus preoures himſelf to be declared 
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as it had no foundation in truth. 


had been previouſly concerted by the Pha- 


He 
ſaid to Hyrcanus, that the truth of his ob- 
ſervation would be confirmed, upon de- 
manding what puniſhment was due to the 
man who had uttered fo vile a calumny. 
The queſtion being propoſed, the anſwer 


was, that being a people diſpoſed to mercy, | 


they did not adjudge defamation to be an 


_ offence deſerving death, and that they were 


of opinion impriſonment and whipping 
would be ſufficient puniſhment. This re- 
ply induced Hyrcanus to believe, that the 
Phariſecs in general were concerned in the 
calumniation of his family; and he was ſo 
violently inflamed againſt them by Jona- 
than, that he abrogated their laws, ſubject- 
ed thoſe who ſhould obſerve them to ſevere 
penalties, and attached himſelf to the Sad- 
ducees. It will appear, in the proper place, 
that this conduct rendered himſelf and his 
ſons extremely unpopular. The Phariſees 
had many traditions which were not in- 
cluded in the laws of Moſes. The au- 
thority of theſe traditions was denied by 
the Sadducees, who conlidered themſelves 
bound in obedience only to the written 
laws In the contentions between theſe 
ſects, the Sadducees were ſupported by the 


people of quality and wealth, and the Pha- 


riſees by the multitude. The particulars 
reſpcting theſe ſes, and the Effenes, will 
be found in the hiſtory of the wars of the 
Jews. 

Having quelled this diſſenſion, Hyrca- 
nus enjoyed the remaining part of his life in 
uninterrupted peace and happineſs. He 
died in the thirty-firſt yearof his government 
leaving five ſons. TheAlmighty was pleaſed | 


prieſthood, and the ſpirit of prophecy. He 
predicted by a divine revelation, that his 


two eldeſt ſons would not long enioy the 
entirely loſt ; for Antigonus, whoſe death 


government; and the prophecy was veri- 
fied, as will appear in the following 
chapter. 


CHAP. XIX, 


ting. His cruelty towards his mother 
and brethern. Antigonus put to death in 
the manner foretold by the prophet Judas. 
The death of Ariſtobulus. 


— 


 RISTOBULUS, the eldeſt fon of the 


|| tutn of the Jews from their captivity jn 


[cious of the treachery, Antigonus jmme- murieredin 


brought to Judas, that Antigonus had been 


[Straton's tower, as well as that on the 


|the prophet alluded, as being at rhe diſ- 
[tance of ſix hundred furlongs. The ſe 
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Babylon. Having aſſumed the ſovereignt 
he admitted his next brother, whoſe =” 
wasAntigonus, to fome ſhare in the govern. 
ment: but his other three brothers and his 
mother, he ordered into clofe confinement 
| Conſidering his mother as his rival, in 
conſequence of Hyrcanus having bequeath, T 
ed her all that was in his power to leave, 
this monſter of barbarity actually ſtarved 
her to death in her confinement. | 
At the time of ſolemnizing the feaſt 
of the tabernacles, Ariſtobulus was confines 
to his bed by ſickneſs, when Antigonus 
in great martial pomp repaired to the 
| temple, in order to offe up prayers for his 
brother's recovery; and his enemies avail- 
ed themſelves of this occaſion to infinuat: 
to the king, that the ſtate he aſſumed was 
an evidence that he aſpired to the throne. 
Though he did not give that credit to all 
the malevolent ſuggettions againſt his bro- 
ther, he imagined they might have ſome 
toundation in truth, and therefore reſolved 
upon his deſtruction. The king ſtationed 
a party of ſoldiers in a ſubterrancous pa- 
ſage of the tower, which has ſince receiy- 
ed the name of Antonia, with orders that 
it Antigonus ſhould come that way un- 
armed, they thould not moleft him, but 
that it he thould be prepared tor defence, 
to put him to death. He now diſpatched 
a meſſenger to deſire Antigonus would at- 
tend him in his apartment, and ſtrictly to 
enjoin him to come unarmed; However, 
the queen and the other enemies of Anti— 
gonus prevailed upon the meſſenger to ſay 
that the king was deſirous of ſceing him 
equipped in a fine ſuit of armour that had 
lately come into his poſſeſſion. Unſuſpi- 


Antigoaus 


diately went forth compleatly armed, and Stu 
was ſſain by the guards ſtationed in the 
dark paſſage of the tower. 

Judas, a prophet of high reputation, 
obſervingAntigonus go towards the temple, 
told his diſciples that he was weary of his 


exiſtence, ſince his credit as a prophet was 


he had predicted would take place that day 
in Straton's tower, was living, at the diſ- 
tance of ſix hundred furlongs * from the 
place, and more than half the day had 
elapſed, Soon afterwards, news Was 
flain under the tower, according to his 
prediction. This building was called 


coaſt, afterwards named Ceſarea, to which 


<< 


3 


deceaſed Hyrcanus, aboliſhed the 
ariſtocracy, and transformed the government 
into a monarchy, 481 years after the re- 


Þ 


* Six hundred furlongs were nearly equal 19 
ſeventy · ſix Engliſh miles. 


vere 


| 


Nr. XX.] 


vere upbraidings of his conſcience for the 
parbaroug murder of his brother, greatly 
increaſed the diſtemper of Ariſtobulus, and 
los a yomiting of blood enſued : as an attendant 
| * " was conveying ſome of it away ina veſſel, he 
ex ſpilt a part, ſeemingly by the direction of 
Providence, on the ſpot where Antigonus's 
blood were yet to be ſeen. This event, 
which was ſuppoſed to have happened | 
from deſign, produced ſome dilorder, the 
cauſe of which the king anxiouſly enquir- 
ed; and having extorted it from his at- 
tendants by entreaties and threats, he ſaid, 
lige „ The all-ſceing Power hath detected my 
chi, iniquity, and my brother's murder hath 
FP. called down the vengeance of Heaven upon 
me. How long ſhall I hold that life which 
is forfeited to the blood of a mother and 
brother ? Rather, why do I not expire on 
a ſudden, than thus yield my life drop by 
drop, as, if the ſevereſt puniſhment was 
inadequate to my guilt?” Upon uttering 
theſe words, Ariſtobulus, who was fur- 


„ 


named Philellen, ſignifying a lover of the 


Grecks, inſtantly died, having reigned only 
one year. He ſubdued and annexed a con- 


ſiderable part of Iturea to the territory of 


judea, and compelled the people to ſubmit to 


eiteumciſion and other Jewiſh inſtitutions, | 


on the penalty of baniſhment , and he per- 
formed other important ſervices to his 


country. Excepting in reſpe& to the mat- 


ters already urged againſt him, he was 
conſidered as a man of modeſty and juſ- 
tice. On the authority of Timagenes, 
Strabo fpeaks of Arifiobulus in the follow- 
ing manner: © He had tome good quali- 
ties, and in many inſtances proved himſelf 
a friend to the Jews, whole juriidiction he 
extended over a great part of Iturea, and 
united the people in the common bond of 
circumciſion. 


t 


— 


HAP. XK 


Salome, the widow of Ariſtobulus, gives li- 
berty to the three brothers of her deceaſed | 
huſband, and advances Fanneus Alexander 
to the throne. He puts one of his brothers 
to death. He befieges Ptolmais. Ptolemy 

dates Aſocbis by afſault. ö 


ALOME, called Alexandra by the 
Greeks, reſtored the three brothers 
of her deceaſed huſband to liberty, and ad- 
vanced Janneus, otherwiſe Alexander, to 
the throne. 
It was the fortune of Alexander to incur 
his father's averſion - ſoon after his birth, 
and this. is ſaid to be the teaſon of his diſ- 
pleaſure: Hyrcanus had a dream that the 
Almighty appeared to him, and that upon 
aſking who ſhould be his ſucceſſor, the re- 


* 


= 6 — 


„ 


ſemblance of Alexander was immediately 


BY FLAV.IEUS. J@OSEPMARBUS. 
| repreſented to bim. This circumſtance 
prejudiced him ſo much againſt Alexander 
that he ſent him to be brought up in Gali- 
lee. Alexander cauſed one of his brothers 
to be put to deatb, for having attempted to 
ſupplant him in the government: but he 
made a liberal proviſion for the other bro- 
ther, who contented himſelf with living in 
a private ſtation. | 


Having regulated the affairs of his go- 


vernment, Alexander marched an army to 
Ptolemais, and encountering the enemy, 
obliged them to retreat into the town, 
which he ſurrounded with his troops. 
Gaza, another ſea-coalt town, at this time Alexander 
remained unſubdued, as did Dora and the beſieges 

tower of Straton, they being in poſſeſſion 
of Zoilus. 
lometer and his brother Antiochus Cyzi- 
cenus was ſo exhauſted by the wars the 

had maintained againſt each other, that the 
| people of Ptolemais could not hope for aſ- 


The power of Antiochus Phi- 


ſiſtance from them. Hoping the diviſions 
prevailing between the brothers would 
operate to his own advantage, Zoilus ſent 
ſome troops to the relief of Ptolemais, but 
their number was not ſufficient to be of 
conſiderable ſervice. Having no proſpect 
of aſſiſtance from Egypt, the people of 
Ptolemais diſpatched an embaſly to ſolicit 
ſuccour from Ptolemy Lathurus, who hav- 
ing been compelled to evacuate his king» 


dom by his mother Cleopatra, had retired 


to Cyprus. The ambaſladors were autho- 


rized to inform him, that there was no 


reaſon to doubt of the people of Gaza and 
Ptolemais declaring in his favour immedi- 
ately upon his entering Syria, and that he 
would be ſupported by Zoilus, the Sidoni- 
ans, and other neighbouring people. Here- 


upon, Ptolemy ordered a fleet to be equip- 
ped for the expedition with all poſſible 
ſpeed. 


In the mean time, Demenetus, a man, of 


great reputation and influence; repreſented 
to the people of Ptolemais, that by putting 
themſelves under the protection of Ptolemy 
their ſituation would be rendered ſtill more 
calamitous, ſince they ſhould thereby pro- 
voke the diſpleaſute of Cleopatra, who it 
could not be ſuppoſed would remain in- 
active while the was ſtrengthening his in- 
tereſt with the neighbouring provinces, 
The arguments of Demenetus deſtroyed all 
the hopes the people had entertained of the 
ſueceſs of their embaſſy; and of this Pto= 
lemy received information during his 
lage : but he, notwithſtanding, determined 
to proceed. | 


paſ- 


Diſembarking at Sycamin, Ptolemy 
with an army of about thirty thouſand 
horſe and foot, marched towards Ptole- 
mais. On his arrival before the city, he 
diſpatched an.embaſly to the inhabitants 5 
| bu 
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| bled an army, which ſome aſſert was com- 


8 ſabbath-day, ſubdued Aſochis, a city in 
by Ptolemy. 
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but they tefuſed to receive his meſſage, 
declining all intercoutſe both with the king 

and his agents. Thus diſappointed, Pto- 

lemy was extremely embarraſſed as to what | 
meaſure he ſhould purſue. While in this | 
perplexity, Zoilus and ſome deputies from 

Gaza applied to Ptolemy, informing him 

that the Jews and Alexander were com- 

mitting great devaſtation in their territo- 

ries, and requeſting his aſſiſtance to repulſe 

them. 


Being informed that Ptolemy was pre- | 


paring to march agaiſt him, Alexander 
deemed it a meaſure of prudence to raiſe the 
fiege. He engaged in a ſecret treaty with 
Cleopatra to ſubdue Ptolemy whom he, at 
the ſame time; treated as a friend and ally 
offering him four hundred talents of filver, | 
on condition of ſurrendering to him the 
uſurper Zoilus, and reſtoring to the Jews 
the lands which he poſſeſſed, and had for- 
merly belonged to them. Ptolemy readily 
embraced the propoſal, and ſeized Zoilus, 
but upon diſcovering that Alexander had 
privately made propoſals to Cleopatra, he 
conſidered the treaty to be violated, and 
therefore laid fiege to Ptolemais. He ap- 
pointed one partof his army to proſe- 
cute the ſiege, and led the other to ravage 
the country of Judea. Alexander aſſem- 


poſed of fifty, and others of eighty thou- | 
ſand troops, to oppoſe the operations of 
Piolemy, who, taking advantage of the 


Galilee, by aſſault, acquired an immenſe 
booty, and made about ten thouſand of the 
people priſoners. 
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was compoſed of eight thouſand of th« 
ſoldiers called Hecatontsmathi, who were 
provided with brazen bucklers. In the 
front of his forces Ptolemy had ſome war. 
riors equipped in the fame manner, but 
his followers were not in general ſo well 
armed as their advetfaries, and they were 
therefore the leſs anxious for an engage. 
ment. Philoſtephanus, an officer of great 
{kill and experience, encouraged them to 
expect ſucceſs. They croſſed the river. 
and to this movement Alexander, who was 
ſtationed. on the oppoſite ſhore, made no 
oppoſition, judging that he ſhould with 
leſs difficulty obtain a conqueſt if he could 
attack the enemy while they were in a 
ſituation from which the river behind them 
would render a retreat impracticable. The 
battle was ſuſtained with great bravery on 
both ſides: upon a body of Ptolemy's troops 
giving way victory ſeemed to favour A- 
lexander : but Philoſtephanus arriving with 
a reinforcement, the Jews was compleat- 
ly routed, and they were purſued till Pto- 
lemy's ſoldiers were greatly fatizued, and 
their fwords blunted by the ſlaughter they 
made. Thirty thouſand are recorded to 2 
have been flain on this occaſion. Tim- —_- 
agenes ſays, in his hiſtory, that the number to. via 
was fifty thouſand. | das 
After this terrible carnage, Ptolemy — 

went to ſome villages belonging to the 
Jews, and commanded his ſoldiers to murder 
all the women and children, and after e | 
ting their bodies into pieces to boil them — 

in pots over different fires. He had re- 
courſe to this horrid ſtratagem, in order to 
ſtrike terror into thoſe that had eſcaped 
by flight, by inducing them to believe that 
his people were addicted to feed upon hu- 


Ptolemy Lathurus conquers Alexander, and 
takes Ptolemais by aſſault. Cleopatra joins 
the Fews in oppoſing Ptolemy, who is 
driven out of Egypt and ſlain. Alexander 
reduces Gadara and Amathon.Gaza beſieg ed. 
After murdering Lyſimachus, Apollodotus 
treac berouſiy ſurrenders the city. A dread- 
ful maſſacre. Antiochus Gryphus /lain, 
Antiochus Cyzicenus taken priſoner, and 
put to death by Seleucus, Demetrius 
Eucerus made king of Damaſcus. Antio- 
chus killed by the Parthians. Philip and 
Demetrius ſucceed him. Alexander puts fix 
thouſand of his ſubjefts to death. A re- 
bellion in which fifty thouſand Fews are 
tilled. | 
FTE R the reduction of Aſochis, 
JA Ptolemy aſſaulted Sepphoris; but 
he was defeated with conſiderable loſs. He 
then led his army againſt Alexander, whom 
he met with in the neighbourhood of Aſ- 
ſophus, adjacent to the river of Jordan, and 


man fleſh. This ſhocking act of barbarity 
is mentioned both by Straba and Nicola- 
us. Ptolemy alſo;attacked and ſubdued the 
city of Ptolenais. 

Judea being ravaged, and Gaza ſubdued 
Cleopatra, dcemed it expedient to check 
the inſatiable ambition of her fon Pto- 
lemy ; and to this the was further induced 
by his approach. to Egypt with a deſign of 
uſurping the government. Collecting her 
ſea aud land forces with all poſſible expe- 
dition, ſhe appointed two Jews, named 
Chelcias and Ananias, her generals, and 
tranſported her grand children, her laſt will 
and teſtament, and her moſt valuable trea- 
ſure to the iſland of Coas. After diſpatch- 
ing her ſon Alexander with a powerful 
navy to Phœnicia, for the purpoſe of pre- 
ſerving that province in tranquillity, the 
queen repaired to Ptolemais, where being 
refuted admittance, ſhe ordered the city to 
be affailed. Hereupon, Ptolemy led his 
army from Syria into Egypt, expecting to 


pitched his camp oppoſite to that of the 


enemy, The van of Alexander's army | 


find that country in a defenceleſs . 
ut 
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but in this conjecture he was miſtaken; 
for he was defeated by the queen's army. 
Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's generals, was 
killed, while in purſuit of Ptolemy in 
Caele-Syria. "TE 

After his miſcarriage in the above at- 
tempt, Cleopatra diſpatched a ſtrong de- 
tachment in purſuit of Ptolemy, and they 
driving him again out of his own country, 
he was under the neceſſity of taking up his 
winter quarters at Gaza. In the mean 
time, the queen's army took the.city of 
Ptolemais by aſſault. Cleopatra received 
divers valuable preſents from Alexander, 
towards whom ſhe conducted herſelf in the 
moſt gracious and reſpectful manner, con- 
ſidering him as a prince violently perſecut- 
ed, and as having no reſource for rehef but 
in herſelf. Some of the queen's confidents 
endeavoured to perſuade her to ſei zemlex- 
ander and make herſelf miſtreſs of bis 
kingdom : but this advice was oppoſed by 
Ananias, who urged that ſo flagrant a 
breach of faith would excite the indigna- 
tion of all the honeſt part of the Jewiſh 
nation. The conduct of Ananias in this 
buſineſs was highly approved by the queen, 
who now renewed her league of amity with 
Alexander at the city of Scythopolis in 
Cœle-Syria. . 7 

Being no longer in dread of the power 
Ptolemy, Alexander undertook an expe- 
dition againſt Gadara, in Cœle- Syria, and 
after a ſiege of ten months reduced that 
place. He then proceeded to imathon, 
by much the ſtrongeſt fort on he river 
Jordan, where Theodotus, the ſon of Zeno 
had depoſited his treaſure ; and this place 
he alſo conquered. 

Theodotus, in revenge for the injury he 
had received, attacked theJews by ſurprize, 


deſtroyed ten thouſand of them, and made 
booty of Alexander's baggage. Notwith-| 


flanding this misfortune, the king attack- 
ed and ſubdued the ſea-coaſt towns called 
Raphia, and Anthedon, to which Herod 
afterwards gave the name of Agrippiades. 
Cleopatra had now returned to Egypt, as 
had Ptolemy from Gaza to Cyprus. A- 
lexander availed himſelf of this opportunity 
to lay ſiege to the city of Gaza and ravage 
the country, in order to revenge himſelt 
upon the people for having formerly ſoli- 
cited Ptolemy to join in repulſing him. 
Apollodotus, attended by ten thouſand citi- 
zens and two thouſand mercenaries, made 
an intrepid ſally one night upon the cam 
of the enemy, who ſuppoſing Ptolemy 
had come to the relief of the beſieged were 
greatly diſconcerted: but when day light 
diſcovered their miſtake, they rallied, and 


charged Apollodotus with ſo much fury) 


as to kill ten thouſand of his party. Not- 
withſtanding this defeat, and being threa- 


his life. 
p\|reignty by his brother Philip, who reigned 
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| tened by famine; the people of Gaza de- 

termined to entounter all difficulties rathet 
than ſubmit to the enemy; and they were 
encouraged to perſiſt in this reſolution by 


Aretas, the Arabian king: but he did not 


afford the timely aſſiſtance he had promiſed 
them. | | 

Lyſimachus being envious of his bro- 
ther Apollodotus for the great reputation he 
had acquired, barbarouſly murdered him; 
and then with the concurrence of his ad- 
herents, treacherouſly ſurrendered the city 
to Alexarider. Upon entering the town, 
he ſeemed inclined to moderation: but he 
ſoon gave his troops unlimited liberty for 
deſtruction, and a terrible carnage enſued; 
in which, however, as many of ag cre 
as of the people of Gaza were ſlain. Some 
of the inhabitants fired their own houſes 
that they might not be plundered by the 
enemy; and ſome killed their wives and 
children, preferring that they ſhould die 
in freedom rather than live in bondage. 
The ſenators were in council when Alex- 
ander entered the city, and five hundred of 
them fled to the temple of Apollo for ſane- 
tuary, but they were all ſlain, and the city 
was pillaged, and entirely deſtroyed. A- 


lexander now returned to Jeruſalem, after 


having employed a year in the expedition 
againſt Gaza. 5 1 5 EY 
Nearly at this period Antiochus Gry- 
phus fell a ſacrifice to the treachery of He- 
raclean in the nine-and-twentieth year of 
his ſovereignty, and in, the forty-fifth year 
of his age. He was ſucceeded in the go- 


menced war againſt his uncle Antiochus 
Cyzicenus whom he ſubdued in an engage- 
ment, and afterwards put to death. 

Some time after the deceaſe of Cyzice- 
nus his ſon Antiochus, ſurnamed Euſebes, 
was crowned at Arad. He declared war 
againſt Seleucus, whom he defeated and 
drove out of Syria. Seleucus fled to Cilicia; 
and notwithſtanding he was received in a 
moſt friendly manner, he impoſed upon 
the Mopſeates the moſt oppreſſive taxes, 
which ſo greatly incenſed them, that they 


During the government of Antiochus 
Cyzicenus in Syria, a brother of Seleucus, 
who was alſo named Antiochus, declared 
war againſt him, in which Cyzicenus loſt 

He was ſucceeded in the ſove- 


over a part of Syria. Hereupon, Ptolemy 


Lathurus advanced Demetrus Euccrus his 
fourth brother to the throne of Damaſcus. 
Antiochus deferided himſelf with great bra- 
very againſt his brother; but eſpouſing the 
cauſe of Loadice, queen of the Galadenes, 
in the war with the Parthians, he was 


4 L bb 


ſlain 


vernment by his ſon Seleucus, who com- 


ſet fire to the palace, wherein Seleucus and . 
his attendants were conſumed. 
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Nain in battle, after performing great ex- 
ploits of valour. He was ſucceeded in the 


government by his brothers Philip and 


Demetrius. 

About this time Alexander was groſsly 
inſulted by his ſubjects. In celebrating 
the feaſt of the tabernacles, the Jews were 
accuſtomed to march in proceſſion, carry- 
ing boughs of palm and citron. While 
Alexander was preparing to aſſiſt in this 
ceremony, the people threw citrons at him, 
calling him ſlave, and applying to him o. 
ther opprobrious epithets. Highly enraged 
at theſe proceedings, he cauſed fix thou- 
ſand of the people who had affronted him 
to be put to death. In conſequence of the 
above mentioned diſturbance, Alexander 
cauſed a partition of wood to be placed in 
the temple, for the purpole of preventing 
any perſons except the prieſts from ap- 
proaching the altar. He diſliked and 
placed no confidence in the Syrians : but 
he engaged as mercenaries for the proſecu- 
tion of his ſchemes the Piſidians and the 
Cicilians. He ſubdued the Arabians, laid 
the Moabites and the Galaadites under con- 
tribution, and deſtroyed Amathus, with- 
out receiving any oppoſition from Thodo- 
rus. He declared war againſt Obed, king 
of Arabia, and the armies meeting, he was 
ſurpriſed by an ambuſh and driven into a 
narrow and craggy paſſage, from whence, 
with infinite difficulty he retreated toJeru- 
ſalem. This diſappointment was ſucceed- 


ed by a rebellion of ſix years, in courſe of | 


which the lives of no leſs than fifty thou- 
ſand Jews were loſt. Alexander was ex- 
tremely deſirous of reſtoring tranquillity : 


but the more anxiety he expreſſed on this 


account, the more the multitude wereaverſe 
to a reconciliation. At length he demanded 


by what means he could fatisfy them, 


when they replied, that he would give them 


perfect content by cutting his throat. The 


people now ſolicited the aſſiſtance of De- 
metrius Eucerus in oppoſing Alexander. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Demetrius Eucerus defeats Alexander. Six 


thouſand Fetus join Alexander im the 
mountains. He takes Bathama, and makes 
priſoners of the people. Fight hundred 


Tews with their wives and children maſ- 


_ facred as a ſpettacle, Philip beſieged in 


Berea by his brother Demetrius. After 
being taken priſoner, Demetrius dies. 
Philip aſcends the throne of Syria, 
WT an army of three thouſand ca- 
valry, and torty thouſand infantry, 
including auxiliaries, Demetrius Eucerus 


encamped in the neighbourhood of Sichem || 


Alexander marched againſt him at the heag 
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of twenty thouſand of his own adheerentz. 
and about fix thouſand Greek mercenaries. 

and he employed every ſtratagem his im. 
agination could . ſuggeſt, to ſeduce the 
troops of his adverſary to join him; ang , 
like conduct was purſued by Demetrius to. 
wards the Greek mercenaries : but neither 

of them was able to ſucceed, The armies 
joined battle, and Demetrius proved vic. 
torious. Great havock was made on both 
ſides: and the auxiliaries of Alexander 
tought with aſtoniſhing bravery, every man 

of them yielding his life ſword in hand. 

Alexander fled to the mountains, and 

compaſſion for his misfortunes ſoon after 
induced fix thouſand Jews to join him. 
This reinforcement proved ſo alarming à 
circumſtance to Demetrius, that he retjr.. 

ed. The reſt of the Jews continued the 
war againſt. Alexander, notwithſtanding 
they were vanquiſhed, and great laughter 
was made among them in every engage- 
ment. At length they were compelled to 
ſeek refuge, and moſt of the Jews, and 
among them the principal men, fled to 
Bathama, where they were beſieged by A- 
lexander, who, after he had ſubdued the 
town, carried them priſoners to Jeruſalem, 
where he exerciſed upon them ſhocking 
cruelties. He gave a treat to his concubines 

in a turret which commanded a large pro- 
ſpect, and ford the entertainment of his com- Eight hu-· 
pany he cauſed eight hundred Jews to be — 
crucified, and the throats of their wives and  ſpedacle 
children to be cut at the ſame time. Thus 
were the tortures of theſe unhappy victims 
aggravated, by being witneſles to the bar- 
barity executed upon thoſe to whom they 
were connected by the tendereſt bonds. 
They had revolted againſt their. lawful ſo- 
vereign, invited foreign powers to ſupport 
them in rebellion, put his crown and life 
to the moſt imminent danger, and drove 
him to the neceſſity of relinquiſhing the 
poſſeſſions he had' obtained in the wars a- 
gainſt the Moabites and Galaadites, as a 
gratuity to the king of Arabia, for declin- 
ing to eſpouſe the cauſe of his refractory 
lubjects: theſe, not to mention other cir- 
cumſtances of a ſimilar kind, were certain- 
ly an high provocation to ſeverity of pu- 
niſhment : but yet by no means ſufficient 
to juſtify his unnatural rigour. The above 
inſtance of cruelty rendered Alexander 19 
obnoxious to the Jews, that my diſtin- 
guiſhed him by the appellation of * Thra- 
cidas. About eight thouſand of the ſoldi- 
ers who had taken up arms againſt the 
king, eſcaped by night, and lived in retire- 
ment during the remaining part of Alex- 


_— 
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* The Thracians being remarkable for a cruelty 
of diſpoſition, according as Thucydides, and other 
hiſtorical wraters. 

g * 
ander's 


2 of 
dle 


N XXIII.] 


ander's reign, which he enjoyed peaceably 
after the inſurrection above-mentioned had 


been quellet. 

With an army of ten thouſand foot and 
one thouſand horſe, Demetrius marched 
from Judea, with a determination to 


befiege bis brother Philip in the town of 


Berea. | 
Straton, the friend of Philip, who 
held the government of the place, applied 
to Zizus, a prince of Arabia, and Mithri- 
dates Sinaces, king of Parthia, for aſſiſt- 
ance. They ſupplied a formidable army 
to repulſe Demetrius, whoſe people being 
greatly diſtreſſed for water, and perpetual- 


is Iy annoyed by the darts and arrows of the 
0 p99 Confederate powers, at length ſurrendered, 
Demetrius being taken priſoner, and ſent 
unde as a- preſent to Mithridates, king of Par- 


thia, The Antochians who were found 
inthe camp were allowed to return to An- 
tioch. Mithridates behaved to his priſoner 
with a degree of liberality and reſpect that 


acquired him great honour: but being ſeiz- 


ed with illneſs, Demetrius died in a ſhort 
time. Immediately after his victory over 
his brother, Philip repaired to Antioch, 
and aſſumed the government of Syria, 
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Antiochus, otherwiſe Dionyſius declared 
king of Damaſcus. He is depoſed by 
Philip. Mileſius excludes Philip from the 
city, and admits Antiochus. Alexander 
fortifies the paſſes from Caparſaba. 
to Joppd. Alexander and Antiochus en- 
gage when the latter is routed and 
lain. Aretus. choſen king of Cale- 
Syria. He defeats Alexander, and after- 
' wards contratts an alliance with him. 
Alexander takes ſeveral places by. aſſault, 
and after depaſing Demetrius, returns to 
Feruſalem. Pella deſtroyed. Alexander 


dies. 


3 Philip was engaged in an 


expedition againſt the Parthians, 
his brother Antiochus, otherwiſe Diony- 


ius, procured himſelf to be declared king 


of Damaſcus. Hereupon, / Philip repaired 
to that city, and having obtained admiſ- 
flon, through the means of Mileſius, who 
had the command of the fort, depoſed An- 
tiochus, Leſt he ſhould be reproached 
with having gained admittance into the 
town by bribery, rather than by the au- 
thority of his name and character, he offered 
no gratuity to Mileſius, who on that 
account determined to ſeek an opportunity 
of revenge, While Philip was engaged in 
his uſual exerciſes and diverſions at the 


circus, Milefius ſhut the gates of the city 


SY EL APED'S 


| 


| 


JOSEPHUS. 


|| againſt him, determining again to receive 


Antiochus, who was no ſooner informed 


of .what had happened, than marching out 


of Arabiaz he entered Judea with an army 
of eight thouſand foot, and eight hundred 
horſe. In conſequence of. this incurſion, 
Alexander cauſed a ditch of conſiderable 
depth to be cut extending from Caparſaba, 
now called Antipatris, to the ſea of Joppa, 
which was the only paſſage whereby acceſs 
could be gained to the town. He alſo 
erected a wall running to the length of an 
hundred and fifty furlongs}, with wooden 
towers at proper intervals, By ſetting fire 
to theſe wooden fortifications; Antiochus 


gained a paſſage into Arabia, where a battle 


taking place, the enemy gave way on the 
firſt attack : but they ſoon after rallied, and 
advanced with ten thouſand horſe, when 
an obſtinate and bloody conteſt enſued. 
Antiochus had fo greatly the advantage in 
the combat, that he appeared to be ſecure 
of victory : but perceiving that one of the 
wings of his army was in danger of being 
overpowered, he preſſed to. its relief, and 
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in that attempt he was ſlain. The tall of Antiochus - 
their general ſo diſpirited the ſoldiers, that er. and 


they fled in confuſion to Cana, where the 
greateſt part of them periſhed by famine. 


 Merely from a principle of oppoſition to 
Ptolemy, the ſon of Meaneus, the people 
of Damaſcus elected Aretus to ſucceed An- 


tiochus Dionyſius in the government of 
Cœle-Syria. He led an army into Judæa, 
vanquiſhed Alexander in the neighbour- 


| hood of Addida, and after having concluded 


a treaty with him, returned to Damaſcus. 

Alexander ſubdued the city of Dion by 
aſſault. After this enterprize he proceeded 
to Eſſa, where Zeno had depofited all his 
valuable treaſure: he environed the place 
with three walls, after which he reduced 
it by aſſault. He then marched againſt 
Gaulana, Seleucia, the Vale of Antiochus, 
and the fortreſs of Gamala, which places 
he alſo conquered by ſtorm. Many ac- 
cuſations of mal-adminiſtration, having 
been exhibited againſt Demetrius, Alex- 
ander deprived him of the regal authority. 


After having employed three years in the 


above expeditions, Alexander conducted 
his army back to Jeruſalem ; and the Jews 


received him with the warmeſt congratu-, 


lations, expreſſing a perfect ſatisfaction in 
his conduct, which had brought their af- 
fairs into ſo proſperous a train. 


The jews were at this time in poſſeſſion of 


many conſiderable places in Syria, Idumea, 


and Phcenicia, namely, Apollonia, Joppa, 
Jamnia, Azotus, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia; 
Roinocura, and the tower of Straton, an the 


ſea-coalt, In the inland part of Idumea, 


t Ahout nineteen Engliſh miles, K 


they 


15 army 
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mountains of Carmel and Itabyr, Scytho-|| dience to the authority of their advice. Pur. 
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they had Adora, Mariſſa, Samarla, and the'| nature; you will obſerve an implicit ohe. 


Book x1 


polis, Gadara, Gaulanitis, Seleucia, and“ ſue this counſel, and reſt aſſured that my 
Gabala : in the country of the Moabites, remains will receive the honours of a mag. Alerangy, | 
Eſſebon, Medaba- Lemba, Oron, The-|| nificent funeral, and that yourſelf and your vin te. 


lithon, and Zara: and in Cilicia, they were offspring will be confirmed in the dignities "rg 4 
maſters of Aulon, and Pella. The laſt men- 


of royalty.” Having concluded this ſpeech, * * wvanu 
tioned city was deſtroyed, in conſequence || Alexander expired, being then in the twen- Ragaby 


— ——. 


ue dfeore 
of the inhabitants having refuſed to adopt 
the laws and cuſtoms of the Jews, who 
poſſeſſed many places in Syria, which we 
have not particularized. 
Towards the concluſion of his reign, 
Alexander became violently addicted to 
intemperance, the conſequence of which 
was a quartan ague. He was afflicted 
with this diſtemper for three years, during 


which ſpace he till continued his attenti- 


on to the affairs of government and the 
army: but his exceſſes and the cares an- 
nexed to his ſtation, at length produced his 
death, which happened on the frontiers of 
the Geraſens, during the ſiege of the caſ- 
tle of Ragaba, ſituated on the other fide 
of the Jordan. En, 
The queen Alexandra judging her con- 
fort beyond the poſſibility of recovery, 
gave way to the violence of grief, and la- 
mented the miſerable fituation to which 
herſelf and children would be reduced by 
his death. My beloved huſband, ſaid 
ſhe, what will be the fate of your wife and 
children if we are deprived of your protec- 
tion, and left to the mercy of your moſt 
inveterate foes !” To this Alexander repli- 
ed, ] particularly requeſt that you fol- 
low the advice I am about to give : as the 
only effectual means to ſecure a peaceable 
ſucceſſion to yourſelf and children, keep 


my deceaſe profoundly ſecret, from the ar- 


my, till the caſtle ſhall be ſubdued : then 
repair in triumph to Jeruſalem with the 
news of victory ; and let your principal 
care be to ingratiate yourſelf into the eſ- 
teem of the Phariſees ; for your character 
will receive its colour from the intereſt 


you form with that ſe, to whoſe opinions 


thoſe of the multitude are entirely ſubſer- 
vient. The popular clamour againſt me 
has been raiſed by my oppoſition to them. 
On your arrival at Jeruſalem, aſſemble the 
principal men of the Phariſees, expoſe my 
corps before them, and ſay that from a ve- 
neration of their piety and juſtice, you ſur- 
render the body, either to be allowed the 
ceremony of- interment, or to be treated 
with contempt and indignity proportioned 
to my unworthy conduct, as their diſcretion 
ſhall diate, aſſuring them, at the ſame 
time, that in all other matters of a public 


„ 3 3 8 


* Card. Norris, in his book de Epocha Syrama- 


ced. reads Gamala. 


[ 


ty-ſeventh year of his ſovereignty, and the 
forty-ninth of his age. | 
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Alexandra afts according to the advice of 
her deceaſed huſband, and the Phariſee, 
condutt the adminiſtration in her name. 
Hyrcanus, the eldeſt ſon of Alexander, ag. 
vanced to the pontificate, Ariſtybuly; 
leads an army againſt Ptolemy. Ptzle. 
mats beſieged by Tygranes, king of Arme. 
nia. Lucullus defeats Mithridates. Thy 
Joris in poſſeſſion of Alexandra ſubmit t 
Ariſtobulus, whoſe wife and children [je 
zmpriſons, The death of Alexandra. 


FTER the caſtle had been ſubdues, 

the queen agreeably with the ad- 
vice of her deceaſed huſband, delivered the 
body to the Phariſees to be diſpoſed of as 
they ſhould judge expedient, and ſubmitted 
the adminiſtration of public affairs entirely 
to their management. Thus Alexandra 
acquired the friendſhip of the Phariſees, 
who had before been her moſt inveterate 
enemies: they addreſſed the multitude, 
highly extolling the merits of Alexander, 
and deploring the death of ſo excellent a 
ſovereign. Such an effect had their diſ- 
courſe upon the minds of the people that 
they ſolemnized the funeral of Alexander 
with greater magnificence than had been 
knowa on any former occaſion. 

Alexander left two ſons, the elder named 
Hyrcanus, and the other Ariſtobulus; but 
he bequeathed the regal power to his 
queen Alexandra. Hyrcanus was but little 
qualified for the management of ſtate affairs, 
being naturally diſpoſed to a life of eaſe; 
but Ariſtobulus on the contrary, was of an 
active and enterpriſing temper. The diſap- 
probation which the queen expreſſed of 
the meaſures of government during the 
life of her huſband gained her the favour of 
the people. Through her interpoſition 
Hyrcanus was advanced to the pontifical 
dignity. He was not appointed to this 
office on account of his ſeniority, but be- 
cauſe he was of a more tractable diſpoſi- 
tion than Ariſtobulus. 

Though the government was conducted 
under the authority of the queen's name, 
ſhe was a mere inſtrument to the Phariſees, 


to whoſe will ſhe exacted a ſtrict obedi- 
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ence in her ſubjects. The traditions and them permiſſion to tetire into caſtles and 
ordinances of the Phariſees which had || garriſons, where they would terminate a 
been ſuppreſſed by her father-in-law, ſhe |] miſerable exiſterice; hondurably ſharin 
cauſed to be revived at the inſtance of this || the common calamities which feemed to 
ſect, who alſo obtained her concurrence || await the friends of the deceaſed: king. 
to the return of exiles, and fuch other || Theſe expoſtulations drew tears from 
meaſures as they were inclined to effect. the auditors,” who - invoked the [ghoſt of 
She conſiderably - augmented her own || Alexander to compaſſionate thoſe who had 
troops, and had a mercenary army in con- || been flain, and thoſe whom it was appre- 
(tant pay. In this laſt, and ſome other|| hended would experience a familar fate 
inſtances, ſhe acted independently of the || Ariſtobulus (poke with the moſt freedom 
Phariſees. | on the public cauſe, and he Was the leaſt 
The great power of Alexandra rendered || reſerved in uttering reproaches upon his 
her. ſo formidable to the neighbouring || mother: The people who were ſo heavily 
ſtates, that they ſent her hoſtages as a ſecu- || oppreſſed were themſelves the cauſe of the 
rity for not committing acts of hoſtility, || calamities they experienced, by veſting the 
The Phariſees were perpetually urging the || government in the hands of an impetuous 
queen to acts which fomented diſorders in || and vindictive woman, notwithſtanding the 
the government. They became exceed- empire might have been legally configned 
ingly importunate for vengeance to be ex- || to a ſucceſſor of the male line. 
ecuted upon thoſe who had adviſed taking || Being greatly embarraſſed by the con- 
away the lives of the eight hundred Jews, duct of the malecontents, the queen judg- 
of whom we have already ſpoken. In ed ſhe could not adopt a more expedieat 
compliance with their requeſt, Diogenes || meaſure, than that of appointing them to 
was put to death, and after him many o- || retire to ſeveral garriſons and places of 
thers. At length, the leading men among || ſtrength ; but it was ſtipulated that they 
thoſe who were perſecuted by the Phari- || ſhould not enter Hyrcania, Alexandrias, or 
ſces repaired to the queen, Ariſtobulus be- Machzras, in which places the had depo - 
ing at their head; and his countenance || ſited her jewels and other valuable treaſure; 
manifeſted the abhorrence he entertained || Soon after this ſhe ſent Ariſtobulus at the 
of the public meaſures. The adherents || head of an army to oppoſe Ptolemy, ſur- 
of Ariſtobulus repreſented to the queen, || named Menneus, near Damaſcus, he bein 
that in the utmoſt extremity of dan- || a turbulent prince, and exceedingly vexa- 
ger they had preſerved a uniform loy- || tious to his neighbours ; but he returned 
alty to their late ſovereign, who had ge-|| without effecting any conſiderable enter- 
nerouſly rewarded their ſervices; and they || prize. | 
ſupplicated, that fince they had eſcaped the|| While affairs remained in this fituation; 
perils of war, they might not be ſacrificed || Alexandra, received intelligence that Ti- 
to the malevolence and treachery of their||granes, king of Armenia, had marched an 
domeſtic enemies. E174 immenſe army into Syria, and that his de- 
They added that if their proſecutors || fign was to penetrate into Judea, In con- 
would proceed no further in their ſanguinary || ſequence of this alarming intelligence, the 
Purpoſe, from a reſpect to their ſuperiors, || queen diſpatched an embaſſy, charged to 
they would ſuppreſs future complaints en make compliments and preſent gifts to Ti- 
What had been already perpetrated. They || granes; who was then encamped before 
requeſted, that if their adverſaries were Ptolemais. The queen Selene, otherwiſe 
permitted to continue their cruelties, the named Cleopatra, who held the govern- 
pow would allow them to withdraw, || ment of Syria, animated her ſubjects to 
aying they would rather yield their lives || oppoſe the operations of Tigranes. The 
in the palace, than retire from her juriſ- | ambaſſadors ſent by Alexandra on the part 
dition without her conſent. They ob- || of the whole Jewith people, were favour- 
ſerved, that to countenance the declared || ably received, and Tigranes aſſured them 
enemies of her deceaſed conſort, at the ex- of a friendly diſpoſition, eee, nw 
peice of his approved friends, would be a that he conſidered himſelf highly honour ; 
ſevere reproach upon her majeſty's honour ; || by the queen's ſending an embaſſy to him m—_—_ 
and Aretas, the Arabian king, and other at ſo great a diſtance. Tigranes ſubdued * 7 
hoſtile powers, would enjoy a peculiar plea- || Ptolemais, and immediately after that en- 
ſure, upon learning that ſhe had driven from || terprize, received information that Mith- 
her court the men who had been fo for- || ridates having been routed and purſued by 
midable, that their very names had ſtruck || Lucullus, had fled into Siberia; and that 
them with terror. They ſaid, that if ſhe Lucullus being unable to overtake him, had 
was determined to yield every conſidera-marched into Armenia, where he was then 
tion to the ambition of the Phariſees, they ||committing great devaſtation. Hereupon 
had only to ſolicit her majeſty to grant TIO drew off his army, and repaired 
4 * | to 
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Several places 
of ſtrength 


Children of 
Ariſtobulus 
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to provide for the ſafety of his own domi- 


nions. | 
Alexandra being ſeized with a dangerous 
illneſs, Ariſtobulus judged that he ſhould 


not meet a more favourable opportunity for 


executing the deſigns he had formed. Ac- 


companied only by one attendant, he went 
privately by night to the forts and caſtles 


where the friends of his late father reſided. 
He was greatly diflatisfied with the con- 
duct of his mother; and he became uneaſy 


bpon reflecting, that if death ſhould be the 
conſequence of her preſent indiſpoſition, 
would be at the mercy of 


the whole family 
the Phariſees, who had an abſolute autho- 
rity over their creature Hyrcanus, the next 
in ſucceſſion to the government; and that 
he was totally unqualified for executing a 
public truſt. He communicated his pur- 

oſe only to his wife, whom leaving, with 
fis children, at Jeruſalem, he repaired to 
Agada, whetean inhabitant of diſtinguiſhed 
rank, named Galates, gave him a liberal 
reception. 


exerciſed upon his friends. 


impriſoned, Citadel adjacent to the temple. Great num- 
bers of people reſorted to the ſtandard ol 


— 


at 


On the day after that of his 
departure, his abſence was obſerved by 
Alexandra; who, however, entertained no 
idea of his intention, till ſhe was informed 
that ſeveral fortreſſes had ſubmitted to him; 
ſubmit to for when one place had accepted his pro- 
Ariſtobulue. poſals, the example was immadiately fol- 

lowed by the reſt. The queen and her 
party were thrown into the utmoſt conſter- 
nation, judging Ariſtobulus to be a man 
qualified to ſucceed in the enterprize he had 
undertaken; and they were further alarmed 
by the apprehenſion, that they ſhould be 
called to a ſevere account for the cruelties 
The wife and 
The wife and children of Ariſtobulus were ſeized, and 
impriſoned, under a ſtrong guard, in the 


the prince, who in fifteen days was 
of two-and-twenty caſtles. He wi. 
forces from Mount Libanus, Trachonites 
and other places, when. the people wes 
willing to ſupport the pretenſions of © 
ſtrongeſt party, from the expectation of 
the advantages they ſhould derive from con. 
tributing to the eſtabliſhment of a ney 
king. Hyrcanus and the elders repreſenteq 
to the queen the formidable power of Aric. 
tobulus ; requeſting her to give direQions 
as to what meaſures were to be purſued; 
for, notwithſtanding the deſperate ſituation 
of public affairs, they could not, conſiſt. 
ently with their duty, act without her ma- 
jeſty's concurrence. The queen replied, 
that indiſpoſition and the diſtreſſed ſtate of 
her mind, wholly diſqualified her for at- 
tending to the cares of government, which 
ſhe therefore conſigned to their manage. 
ment. Soon afterwards the queen expired, Queen 41 
in the ſeventy- third year of her age, and * 
in the ninth of her reign, | 1 
Alexandra was a woman ambitidus of 
fame and authority; and ſhe was ſo re- 
markably attentive to the diſpatch of pub- 
lie buſineſs, that her example is worthy 
the attention of rulers of the other ſex. 
She exerciſed the powers of the ſovereignty 
with dignity and moderation, and diftri- 
buted public juſtice with ſtrict impartiality. 
The calamities that enſued to the royal fa- 
mily after her deceaſe, rendered the errors 
of her conduct in the adminiſtration. con- 
ſpicuous. This queen was fo unfortunate 
as to ſelect the enemies of her family for 
her counſellors; and to that circumſtance 
is to be attributed the ſubſequent calami- 
ties. Alexandra had the happineſs of pre- 
ſerving her dominions in a ſtate of uninter- 


rupted tranquillity, nearly till the conclu- 


ſion of her reign, 
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latter was defeated, and obliged to fly for 


moſt agreeable to his inclination, This; 


3 

Ariſtobulus defeats Hyrcanus, 

AT REYRCANUS aſſumed the pon-! 
| I tificate, in the third year of 
4 H the olympiad one hundred 
2 | 4 and ſeventy-ſeven, at which 


Metellus Creticus were con- 
ſals. A battle being fought near Jericho 
between Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, the 


refuge to the citadel, where, by the com- 
mand of the motherof Ariſtobulus, his wife 
and children were impriſoned. Numbers 
of the troops of Hyrcanus had deſerted to 
the adverſe army, and the reſt fled for ſanc- 
tuary within the verge of the temple ; but 
in a ſhort time they ſubmitted to the con- 
queror. 

The paſſions of the brothers being, at 
length appeaſed, Hyrcanus agreed, that the 
government ſhould be ſecured to Ariſto- 
bulus, on condition, that he ſhould him- 
ſelf enjoy his private fortune in the manner 


TR 1 
Their diffeFences compromiſed, 


compact was ſighed in the temple, and 
confirmed by the parties joining hands, 
mutually pledging their faith, and embrac- 
ing each other in the preſence of the con- 
gregat ion. PE EY bs 


. 


Ree meditates the ruin of Ariſtobulus. 


K a native of Idumea, was. an 
inveterate enemy to Ariſtobulus, 
whom by every calumny and detraction 
that his malice could ſuggeſt, he endea- 
voured to degrade in the opinion of the 


public. He availed himſelf of every op: 
| portunity of repreſenting to the people 


that it was unreaſonable the elder ſhould 
be ſuperceded in the government by the, 
younger brother, and alſo of adviſing Hyt=, 
canus to conceal himſelf, left he ſhould fall 
a victim to the malice of the adverſe party; 


for his brother could never deem himſelf 
ſecure 


The king of 


Arabi e 
pouſes the 
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ſecure in the poſſeſſion of the government, || than a number of wicked Jews ſtoned him nia g. 


while he was living, and therefore would 
endeavour to effect his deſtruction. 

Being of an eaſy and ſuſpecting diſ- 
poſition, the inſinuating diſcourſes of An- 


tipater for ſome time had but little effect 


upon Hyrcanus: but, he at length, pre- 
vailed upon him to offer his friendſhip and 
ſervices to Aretas, king of Arabia, and 
claim his protection in return; and this 
advice appeared the more reaſonable, as 
Arabia was adjacent to Judea. This reſo- 
lution being made, Antipater repaired to 
Aretas, and having obtained his oath not 
to deliver Hyrcanus into the hands of his 


enemies, he returned to him with an ac- 


count of the ſucceſs of his expedition. 
Having remained a little while at Jeruſa- 


lem, he conducted Hyrcanus out of the 
city by night, and eſcorted him to Petra, 
where the Arabian king held his court. 
He exerted all his influence to induce the 
king to undertake to egabliſn Hyrcanus in 
his paternal right, and by preſents and per- 
ſuaſions obtained his conſent. Hyrcanus 


cauſe of Hyr- pledged himſelf, that, if through the 


canus. 


Ariſtobulus 
beſieged in 


means of Aretas, he ſhould gain poſſeſſion 
of the government, he would reſtore the 
twelve cities which had been taken from 
the Arabians by his father. 


CHAP. III. 


Ariſtobulus defeated by Aretas. Onias 
© © ftoned to death. The people are puniſhed 
by a judgment from Heaven. 


IT H an army of fifty thouſand 
horſe and foot Aretas marched a- 
rainſt Ariſtobulus whom he encountered 
and ſubdued. Ariſtobulus retreated to je- 
ruſalem, where with his Jewiſh and Ara- 
bian forces, Aretas vigorouſly aſſaulted 
him, in the temple. At this time the feaſt 
of unleavened bread was approaching, and 
the principal people among the Jews re- 
paired into Egypt, for the purpoſe of cele- 
fancies that feſtival. 8 5 
Impreſſed with an idea of the great piety 


of Onias, and calling to their recollection 


that his prayers had formerly delivered 
them from famine, the Jews entreated him 
to pronounce a curſe upon Ariſtobulus, in 
order that they might themſelves be de- 
livered from the calamities of war. O- 
nias heſitated: but being repeatedly urg- 
ed to a compliance, ſtanding in the midſt 
of the people he ſaid : **Almighty Lord, and 
king of kings ! whoſe prieſts are now be- 

in the holy temple, I humbly ſup- 
plicate, that ſuch of the prayers of either 
of the adverſaries may not prevail, as tend 


N 


| 


þ 


to death. The barbarous murder of this boden. 


righteous, humane, and benevolent man, 
was avenged in the following manner. 
During the aſſault of the temple, the time 
arrived for celebrating the feaſt of unlea- 
vened bread, when it was cuſtomary for the 
Jews to offer up various ſacrifices : but the 
people beſieged in the temple having no 
victims, they ſolicited a ſupply from the 
enemy, who agreed to take a thouſand 
drachmas in exchange for each beaſt. Ar- 
iſtobulus and the prieſts lowered the money 
in a bag from the walls of the temple: but 
when the aſſailants had received it, they re- 
fuſed to delivet the beaſts. Upon this, 
the prieſts joined in prayer that God would 
puniſh the perfidy of their enemies; and 
their ſupplications were followed by an 
immediate tempeſt, which deſtroyed all 
the fruits of the earth throughout the pro- 
vince. The ſcarcity was ſo great, that the 
price of a meaſure of wheat was fifteen 


drachmas. 


ENA. IV. 
Ariſtobulus and Scaurus form a league, Ar- 
Mobulus conquers Hyrcanus and Aretas. 


WAR with Tigranes detaining 
Pompey in Armenia, he diſpatched 
Scaurus into Syria, who arriving at Da- 


therefore proceeded towards Judea. While 
he was on his way thither, an ambaſſador 
arrived from Hyrcanus, and another from 
Ariſtobulus, each to treat of an alliance 
offenſive and defenſive: and they each of- 
fered four hundred talents as the terms. 
Scaurus accepted the offer of Ariſtobulus, 


of Jeruſalem, upon pain of being deemed: 
an enemy to Rome. Scaurus now return-) 
ed to Damaſcus, while Ariſtobulus ad- 
vanced with his army againſt Aretas and 
Hyrcanus, whom he attacked and con- 
quered in a place called Papyron, killing 
ſeven thouſand of their men, among whom 
was Czphalis, the brother of Antipater. 


C:H-&AP.:V. 


Scaurus and Gabinius accuſed of accepting 
bribes. Pompey Menneus commutes fer 


His life by paying a ſum of money. The 


diſpute between Hyrcanus and Ariſtobu- 
lus referred to Pompey. | 


HILE Pompey was on his way to 


The gift of 
Ariſtobulus 


[Bovg XI 


maſcus, found that Metellus and Lollius 
had lately made capture of that city, and 


and directed Aretus to retire from the ſiege Aretas nit 
he ſiege of 


Damaſcus and Cœle-Syria, Am- Pompey 


to the deſtruction of the other.” No ſooner || bafſadors attended him with preſents from with preſeat 
had the holy man pronounced theſe words || Syria, Judea, and Egypt. 


A. 


. 
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Ariſtobulus was a golden vine valued at ful compliments. Regardleſs of what 
five hundred talents, of which Strabo gives Pompey had faid, Atiſtobulus immediately 
the following account: A preſent was || repaired to Judea. 
ſent fram Egypt to Pompey of a crown 
weighing four hundred pieces of gold, and 
he alſo received a preſent from Jadea of a 
golden vine, which received the name of Pompey marches againſt Ariſtobulus, wh 
Delight. In the temple of Jupiter Capi- | ſurrenders the caſtles in his poſſeſſion, Pom- 
tolinus at Rome, I ſaw the vine, which was pey follows him to Feriſaleim. 
inſcribed, Alexander, king of theFews. This 3 
was a preſent from Ariſtobulus, prince of O exaſperated was Pompey by the pro- 
the Jews, to Pompey, and it was eſtimated 8 ceedings of Ariſtobulus, that, uniting 
to be worth five hundred talents.” his army deſtined to act againſt the Naba- 
Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicode- || theans with the forces raiſed in Damaſcus 
mus fromAriſtobulus appeared beforePotn- || and other parts of Syria, and his Roman 
pey, accuſing Gabinius with embezzling|| legions, he putſued him through Pella and 
three, and Scaurus four hundred talents. || Scythopolis, and on his arrival at Coræ, 
Pompey agreed to hear the cauſe, directing in the center of Judea, learnt that he had 
the parties to attend him at an appointed || retired to a ſtrong caſtle named Alexand- 
time. Complaints were exhibited againſt \|rion, ſituated upon the ſummit of a moun- 
Ptolemy Mennzus, whoſe delinquencies ||tain. From this place he ſummoned him 
had ſubjected him to capital puniſhment :||to come down, and dreading a war with 
but he was permitted to commute for his the Romans, his friends adviſed him to 
life by the payment of a thouſand talents, || comply. They now held a conference on 
which were diſtributed among Pompey s || the ſubject of the diſpute between the bro- 
foldiers. | thers, after which Ariſtobulus obtained 
Having deſtroyed the fort of Lyctas, || Pompey's permiſſion to retire to the caſtle; 
which was under the government of a Jew ||a favour which he frequently aſked, by 
named Silas, Pompey proceeded to Da- || way of obtaining his end, by. keeping on 
maſcus, where he heard the cauſe between || good terms with Pompey : yet this did not 1 
the Jews and their princes. Hyrcanus || prevent his putting himſelf in the beſt poſ- \ 
and Ariſtobulus exhibited accufations a- || ture of defence, leſt the latter ſhould declare 
gdeainſt each other, and the multitude op- for his brother. Some time afterwards, 
poſed both parties, contending for the || Pompey commanded him to deliver up his 
right of being ruled by prieſts, and not by || caſtles, and to ſignify,” to the governors 
kings, agreeably with the ancient laws of || thereof, the royal will, that no heſitation 
the country. They admitted that the bro- || might be made. Ariſtobulus obeyed this 
thers were deſcended in the line of the ||order, but immediately departed for Jeru- 
prieſthood, but inſiſted that their motive || ſalem, to make preparations for a war, 
was to fubvert the government, and enſlave || which he now thought inevitable. In a 
the people. Hyrcanus pleaded that Ariſ- little time Pompey followed him at the a,;ayutus 
tobulus had uſurped the rank and authority head of his army. While on his march, he prepares for 
to which he himſelf was intitled in virtue || received anexpreſs from Pontus, informing par 584i 
of priority of birth, repreſenting his ad- 


: | | ; : Pompey. 
him that Pharnaces had ſlain his father 
verſary as of a vexatious and tyrannical || Mithridates. 


diſpolition, whereby he had fomented the 
prevailing popular diflentions. Ariſtobulus | CHAP. VII. 
alledged, that the ſovereignty had been ek 
conferred upon him by the common con- Ariſtobulus offers Pompey a ſum of money and 
lent of the people, who had declared the command of the city : but the gates 
| Hyrcanus to be incapable of a due admini- || e ſhut againſt his officer. 7 
ſtration of the powers of government. | | | 
Pompey intimated as his opinion, that ME firſt place Pompey encamped at 
Ariſtobulus had been haſty and raſh in his | was Jericho, and the next day he 
proceedings : but for the preſent declined proceeded towards Jeruſalem. By this 
pronouncing a final determination, pro- time Ariſtobulus, who had regretted his 
miſing that after his expeditiog againſt the former conduct, went to meet Pompey, 
Nabatheans, he would conſider the matter to whom he offered a ſum of money, with 
in controverſy with more deliberation. In the command of the cify, and whatever 
the mean time, he enjoined the parties to || ther gratification he might wiſh, & that 
conduct themſelves peaceably towards eaeh ||. var could but be prevented. Theſe term 
other; and leſt his journey ſhould be inter- 


4 were accepted by Pompey, who diſpatched 
rupted by the turbulent proceedings of Gabinius, with ſome troops, to the city, to 


receive the offered money : but his endea- 
4 N vours 
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Ariſtobulus, he diſmiſſed him with reſpect- 
"1 
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vours were fruitleſs; for the gates of the foe, than to abandon the rights of their 


The temple 


city were ſhut on his approach, and it was 
urged, that the ſoldiers would not abide 
by the ſtipulation. This behaviour ſo 
enraged Pompey, that he advanced to Je- 
ruſalem, and directed the motions of Ariſ 
tobulus to be watched with the utmoſt 
circumſpection. 


CHAP, VIII. 


The temple of feruſalem taken. Feruſalem 
made tributary to the Romans. Ariſtobulus 
taken as a priſoner to Rome. 


URING the time that Pompey lay 
before the town, the citizens were 
divided in opinion how to act. The friends 
of Ariſtobulus broke down the bridge be- 
tween the temple and the city, having firſt 
oſſeſſed themſelves of the former; while 
the adherents of Pompey admitted his 
army, and gave the city and palace into his 
hands. Piſo, his lieutenant, being ſent to 
take poſſeſſion of them, fortified the build- 
ings near the temple. This being done, 
Pompey made an offer of peace, Which 
being rejected, he prepared for an aſſault; 


Hyrcanus ſupplying him with all things 


that were neceſſary. Pompey propoſed to 
begin on the north ſide of the temple, 
which was the weakeſt part: but this was 
encompaſſed by a ditch, and guarded by 
high towers. Crags and precipices pre- 
vented all paſſage on the city ſide, as the 
bridge was down: but the Romans with 
amazing labour, filled the ditch with 
timber and other materials, and raiſed 
ramparts ſo high, that they played large 
ſtones on the wall of the temple. But the 
ſabbath of the Jews intervening, gave the 
Romans an advantage, for on that day, 
though the law allowed them to repel force 
by force, yet they durſt not Work, even 
to hinder the operations of their enemies. 
The Romans obſerving that no oppoſition 


was made on the ſabbath, employed that 


day in preparation for the attack on the 
following. This will ſerve to prove the 
high veneration the Jews have for their 
religion and laws, from which even the 
dread of death cannot induce them to de- 
part. 


When the ſiege had continued about 


two months, the temple was taken on a 


I 


faſt day, in the hundred and ſeventy ninth 
olympiad, during the conſulſhip of C. 
Antonius, and M. T. Cicero. On enter- 
Ing the place the enemy made a general 
maſſacre; but even this cruelty did not 
deter thoſe at the altar from proceeding in 


their devotions, as they deemed it prefer- 


able to fall into the hands of an inveterate 


religion. Theſe facts are atteſted by Strabo 
Nicolaus of Damaſcus, the Roman hiſto. 
rian Livy, and others who have written of 
the life and actions of Pompey. The ene. 
my attacked the great tower with engines 
and batteries, and having made a breach 
in a wall adjacent to it, the tower fell to 
the ground. The breach being made, the 
enemy crouded in at it; among the firſt of 
whom were Cornelius Fauſtus, the ſon of 
Sylla, and Furius and Fabius, each with dif. 
tinct parties. The place was covered with 
dead bodies, ſome of which were lain b 

the Romans, while many of the Jews 
killed each other; ſome threw themſelves 
from the walls, others fired the houſes, 
rather than be witneſs to the barbarities 
that were practiſed. About twelve thou- a f 


ſand Jews fell in this action, though but gu. 


tew of the Romans. Among the priſoners 
was Abſalom, the uncle and father-in-law 
of Ariſtobulus. A number of perſons now 
entered the holy places, where none but 
the prieſts had ever been before; among 
whom were Pompey and his attendants, 
who found a table of gold, cups, and a 
candleſtick of the ſame metal ; perfumes, 
incenſe, and, in the treaſury, about two 
thouſand talents. Theſe things, however, 
he deemed holy, and from motives of piety 
forbore to touch them, but ordered the 
officers of the temple to cleanſe the place 
on the following day, and offered ſacrifices 
in the accuſtomed manner, He re-inſtated 
Hyrcanus in the office of high-prieſt, 
cauſed the incendiaries who promoted the 
war to be executed, and rewarded accord- 
ing to their merits, Fauſtus, and others 
who had behaved valiantly in the attack. 
He rendered Jeruſalem tributary to the 

Romans, and reduced to allegiance thoſe 
towns in Cœle-Syria which were poſſeſſed 
by the Jews, whom he confined to their 
antient boundaries. He cauſcd Gadara to 


5 : l : Pompey te- 
be rebuilt, in compliment to his freed many, 111eGab 


Demetrius, who was a native of that place, 
He gave to. the inhabitants the towns of 
Hippon, Schythopolis, Dian, Samaria, 
Mariſſa, Azotus Jamnia, Arethuſa, and 


other places in the interior parts of the 


country : but Gaza, Joppa, Dora, and 


Straton's tower, being'fituated on the coaſt, 


he made them free ports, annexing them 
to the province. Upon its being rebuilt 
by Herod, Stratton's tower received the 
name of Cæſarea. 

The deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
ſubjection of the Jews to the Romans, are 


to be imputed to the contentions between 
|Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus. The Jews were 


compelled to reſtore to the Syrians what 
they had acquired from thoſe people in 
Par, 
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war, and to pay upwards of ten thouſand people, on condition of their ſurrendeting 
talents to the Romans. the place. On this occaſion, Marcus An- 


The war being concluded, Pompey al- || tonius behaved with diſtinguiſhed valour. 
ſigned the government of Cœle- Syria, from ¶ Leaving his army to proſecute the fiege; 
the Euphrates and the borders of Egypt, to || Gabinius proceeded to take a ſurvey of the 
Scaurus, giving him the command of two country, and to give orders to rebuild the 

ww?" legions of troops. Pompey returned to cities that had been deſtfoyed ; and, in 
u Rome, taking with him priſoners Ariſto- ||conſequence thereof, after being long de- 
grö. bulus, with his ſons Alexander and Anti- ſerted, they ſoon became very populous: 
gonus, and two of his daughters. In a | Upon the return of Gabinius to the fiege 
ſhort time Alexander contrived to effect || of Alexandrion, Alexander diſpatched am- 
his eſcape. baſſadors to him, offering to e 3a the 
place, on condition of receiving a pardon. 
HAF. 1X. which Gabinius granted: but he fevelled 
the place with the ground. Hyrcanus was 
Scaurus marches againſt Petra, but com- no conducted to Jeruſalem, and reinſtated 
pounds with Aretas. in the office of high-prieſt. A court of 
' Juſtice was eſtabliſhed at each of the fol- 
J EADING an army towards Petra, the || lowing places: Jeruſalem, Gadara, Ama- 
capital of Arabia, Scaurus found the thus, Jericho, and Saphora, the whole 
country ſo deſolate, that he was under the || province being ſeparated into five equal 
neceſſity of making great ravages, for ſup- | diſtricts, a 
plying his troops with proviſions. By the : 
order of Hyrcanus, Antipater ſupplied e 2&5 
Scaurus with grain and other neceſſaries 
from Judea. Antipater being known to || Ariftobuluseſcapes from Rome. He is conquered 
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Aretas, king df Arabia, he was commiſ- by, and again made priſoner to the Romans, 4 

ſioned by Scaurus to propoſe to him terms After defeating the Nabatheans, Gabinius ? 

for a compromiſe; and to prevent his 7 ſucceeded in bis command by Craſſus. F 

er country being ruined by war, the King a- 5 1 | 
. greed to pay three hundred talents. [ AVING eſcaped from Rome into 
wy | 5 Judea, Ariſtobulus made preparati- 
CHAP. X. ons for reſtoring Alexandrion to its former 
defenſive ſtate. Gabinius diſpatched Si- 
Gabinius routs Alexander, who ſurrenders || ſenna, Antonius, and Servilius in queſt of 
his caſtles, Hyrcanus reſtored to the | the fugitive, whoſe fame had brought over 


prieſthood. to his intereſt a numerous body of Jews, 
3 Pitholaus, the governor of Jeruſalem being 
T5 conſequence of the frequent incur- | of the number. The deputies of Gabinius Ariſobulns 
ſions made into Judea by Alexander, | attackedAriſtobulus,put about five hundred 222 by 
Gabinius was commiſſioned to lead an army || of his people to the ſword, and diſperſed *'* mans. 
from Rome into Syria, in order to puniſh | the reſt. After this defeat, Antigonus, with 
him for the depredations he had commit- | about a thouſand men, fortified the caſtle 
ted; and in this expedition he performed of Alexandrion as well as he was able : 
many great atchievements. Hyrcanus now but after an aſſault of two days, it was 
propoſed to repair the walls of Jeruſalem, | conquered by the Romans, who ſent the 
which Pompey had demoliſhed : but he prince again a captive to Rome, together 
was prevented by the Romans from pro- with his ſon Antigonus, At this time 
ceeding in that undertaking. || Ariſtobulus had poſſeſſed the offices of king 
Having aſſembled an army of ten thou- || and high-prieſt three years and a half; 
ſand foot and fifteen hundred horſe, Alex-| Agreeably with an engagement that 
ander fortified the caſtle of Alexandrion. | Gabinius had made with their mother, the 7 
Determining to offer battle to Alexander, | children of Ariſtobulus were reſtored to 
Gabinius diſpatched forward Marcus An- liberty, upon certain caſtles being ſurren- 
tonius, and other officers, who being join- dered to the Romans. 1 
ed by Antipater's auxiliary forces, and the] An expedition againſt the Parthians was 
honeſt Jews under the command of Pitho- || now undertaken by Gabinius, who, alter- 
laus and Malichus, came within ſight of ||ang his intention, proceeded towards Egypt, 
q the enemy, who thereupon retreated to || to reſtore Ptolemy. For this expedition 
bg. Jeruſalem, An engagement taking place, || Antipater aſſiſted him with money, arms, 
ate”, Alexander was defeated, three thouſand of || Corn, and induced many of the Jews near 
Re. his men being ſlain, and the ſame number Peluſium to enter into an alliance with 
, me b 3 , . 
Kc nade Made priſoners: Gabinius now laid ſiege him 
=", to Alexandrion ; but offered pardon to the | When Gabinius returned, he 9 
ex- 
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Alexander 


defeated and 


ten thouſand 
Jews ſlain. 


Craſſus plunders the temple. Craſſus ſlain, 


hollow to receive it, and delivered to Craſ- 


gave him this as a compoſition for the reſt ; 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


Alexander, fon of Ariſtobulus, had ra. 
vaged Syria with a large army, compelled 
many Jews into his ſervice, killed numbers 
of the Romans, and purſued the inhabi- | 
tants to mount Garizim, whither they had 
fled for refuge. Hereupon, Gabimus ſent 
Antipater, to treat with the Syrians ; by 
which many of the revolters were brought 
to a ſenſe of their duty: but Alexander 
was inflexible; for having collected an 
army of thirty thouſand Jews, he reſolved 
to hazard battle with Gabinius. This 
battle was fought on Mount Itabyr; and 
Gabinius conquered them, killing ten thou-| 
ſand Jews. 
After this victory Gabinius, in conſe- 

uence of Antipater's advice, proceeded to 
attack the Nabatheans, whom he totally 
routed, and gave liberty to Mithridates and 
Orſones, two noble Parthians, who ſued 
for his protection, and whom he reported 
have fled into their own country. Gabintus 
having honourably diſcharged all that he 
had in truft, retired to Rome, and was 
ſucceeded in his command by Craſſus. 


CHAP. XII. 


and his army defeated by the Parthi- 


ans. Tarichea taken. Pitholaus put to 


death. 


| Arching intoJudea, Craſſus plunder- 
ed the temple. of eight thouſand ta- 
lents, excluſive of the two thouſand which 


they were allowed magiſtrates and courts of 
juſtice.“ 


ſof Tyre intoJudea, he conquered Tarichea, 


N 
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for to that Iſland by Mithridates“.] All the 
public treaſure of the Jews was ſacted; 
and therefore it is to be concluded, that 
fearing a war with Mithridates, the Jew; 
of Aſia ſent this treaſure to Coos ; for thoſe 
of Judea would doubtleſs have lodged it in 
the temple of Jeruſalem. Strabo, in another 
place, favs,” Paſſing through Greece tg 
attack Mithridates, Sylla diſpatched Lyc. 
cullus to Cyrene, which country was then 
diſtracted by the wars of the Jews, who 
had ſpread themſelves through all parts of 
the world.” The ſame writer further ſays 
«The Cyreneans confiſted of burghers, huf. 
bandmen, ſtrangers, and Jews, the laſt of 
whom were ſo diſperſed that they were to 
be found in every habitable part of the 
globe. Egypt and Cyrene, while govern— 
ed by one prince, and ſeveral other coun. 
tries, adopted the laws, rites and cuſtoms of 
the Jews, and even educated their children 
in their mode of worſhip. Great numbers 
of Jews inhabited Egypt, a part of the City 
of Alexandria being aſſigned to them, and 


Craſſus gave battle to the Parthians, 
who routed his army with great ſlaughter, 
the general being among the ſlain. Craſſus 
now marched into Syria, and there put a ſtop 
to the progreſs of the Parthians, whoſe ſuc- The «ay 
ceſſes had rendered them extremely inſolent | 
and overbearing. -Proceeding by the way 


unde: [TA | | 
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and made priſoners thirty thouſand of the 
inhabitants, among whom was Pitholaus, 


Pompey refuſed to touch. He took like- 
wiſe a bar of gold of three hundred minas, 
each mina computed at two pounds and a 
half. This bar was ſecreted in a beam made 


ſus by Eleazar, who obſerving his avidity, 
for adjoining to this timber were hangings 


of immenſe value; and Eleazar had like- 
wiſe the care of the other rich ornaments 


the friend of Ariſtobulus, who, by the 
advice of Antipater, was put to death, Pitts | 
Antipater eſpouſed Cypron, an Arabian P 
lady of high rank, by whom he had Pha- 
ſael and Herod, and two other ſons, and 
likewiſe a daughter named Salome. Herod 
ſucceeded to the ſovereignty, as will ap- 
pear hereafter. Antipater was a man ſo 
attracting in his converſation and deport- 


i 


of the temple : nor was this bar of gold de- 
livered till Craſſus had folemnly ſworn he 
would be content with it, and take no 
more: but he ſtripped all the temple, in 
violation of his oath. 


How great ſoever this treaſure depoſited 


in the temple may appear, it will not ſeem 


ſo extraordinary, when it is conſidered how 
long the Jews were in amaſing it, and that 
it was ſent from all parts of the world where 
the true God was worſhipped. That this 
account of its immeaſe value is not EXag- 
gerated, appears by the teſtimony of various 
hiſtorians, among whom Strabo ſays 
« Some money which Cleopatra had depo- 
ſited in the iſle of Coos, and eight hundred 


ment, that he acquired the friendſhip and 
eſteem of all the princes and nobles with 
whom he had any acquaintance, and par- 
ticularly of the king of Arabia, who ap- 
{pointed him to the care of his children, 
while he was employed in proſecuting the 
war againſt Ariſtobulus. 


HM. Xi. 


Ariſtobulus is poiſoned. Alexander beheaded. 
The daughter of Ariſtobulus married ts 
Pbilippion, and after his deceaſe to Ptolemy. 


AVING conquered Rome, Cæſar 
found that the whole ſenate had de- 
lerted the city, and retired by ſea. He 


talents belonging to the Jews, were ſent 


now reſtored Ariſtobulus to freedom, 1 
diſ- 


4 
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diſpatched him into Syria, with two legi- 

ons under his command, to keep chat 
country in ſubjection: but the adherents to 
Pompey ſoon contrived to take away his 
life by poiſon. The friends of Cæſar readily 
undertook the management of the funeral 
of Ariſtobulus, whoſe body was for a con- 
ſiderable time embalmed in honey, till at 
length Anthony ſent it for interment in the 
royal vault. 

Pompey having given orders to Scipio 
that Alexander, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, 
ſhould be beheaded for former ſeditious 

ractices againſt the Romans, the ſentence 
was executed at Antioch. Hereupon Pto- 
lemy Menæus, g vernor of Chalcis near 
Libanus, ſent his fon Philippion to Aſka- 
lon, requeſting that the widow of Ariſto- 
bulus would ſend to him her ſonAntigonus, 
and her daughters. With one of theſe 
daughters, named Alexandra, Philippion 
became enanmoured, and was married to 
her; but he being afterwards killed, Pto- 
lemy his father eſpouſed her; and made 
proviſion ſor the family. 


CHAP: XIV. 
Peluſium taken by Mithridates. 


AW HE influence that Antipater had in 
Judea was very conſiderable. After 
the conqueſt and death of Pompey, by the 
advice of Hyrcanus, he rendered great fer- 
vice to Cæſar in the war in Egypt; for 
Mithridates bringing troops to the aid 
of C#far, being compelled to ſtop at 
Aſkalon, as he could not proceed to Pelu-| 
ſium, Antipater reinforced him with three 

_ thouſand Jews, and induced the principal 
people of Arabia, and all e to give him 
their aid: among the aſſiſtant princes was 
jamblicus and his fon Ptolemy ; and Tho- 
lomy of Libanus, the fon of Sohemus. 
In fact, the people were ambitious who 
ſhould be foremoſt in their ſervices. Here- 
upon Mithridates proceeded to Peluſtum; 
the inhabitants of which refuſing him ad- 


| 


„ 


down part of the wall. Antipater firſt 
Wh: entered at the breach; and the troops fo 
g fn well feconded him, that the town ſoon 
| * afſurrended. 5 

lin. After this, in Antiptater and Mithridates 

being on their way to join Cæſar, were op- 
poſed by the Egyptain Jews in the country 
of Onias: but Antipater, whoſe credit as 
their countryman was not ſmall, produced 
2 letter from Hyrcanus the high-prieſt ; on 


which the opponents afforded them ſuch 


ſupplies as might be neceſſary on their 
march; and the inhabitants of Memphis 
chearfully came into the ſame intereſt. 


CHAP. XV. 


Mithridates relieved by Antipater. Ceſar 
bonours Hyrcanus and Antipater. 


the people. 


mittance, he attacked the place, and broke 
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ARCHING to Delta, Mithridates 
and Antipater attacked the enemy 
at a place called the Camp of the Jews. Mi- 
thridates was ſo hard oreſſed that the troops 
under his command were in danger of be- 
ing routed, when Antipater, advancing by 
the banks of the river, came to his afſiſt= 
ance, and having put the enemy to flight, 
and taken poſſeſſion of their camp, ſent for 
Mithridates to ſhare in the ſpoil. In this 


341 


encounter Antipater Joſt about fifty, and Antipater 


Mithridates eight hundred men. Upon 
intelligence of the above event being con- vitory, 
veyed to Ceſar, he acknowleged that the 
honour of the victory belonged to Anti- 
pater, whom he employed in ſeveral poſts 


of honour duridg the war. ' 


After the war, Cæſar went by ſea to 
Syria, He paid reat re ſpect to Hyrcanus 
and Antipatef, confirming the former in 
the office of high-prieſt, and making the 
latter a free man of Rome. Some writers 
affirm that Hyrcanus was actively concern- 
ed in this war, 


Antigonus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus com- 


plained to Cæſar, that for having ſerved 


him in the wars, his father had been poi- 
ſoned; that Scipio had cut off his bro- 
ther's head, and that he had himſelf been 
unjuſtly difinherited ; and accuſed Hyr- 
canus and Antipater, with having done him 
perſonal injury, and violated the rights of 
Antipater reſiſted theſe char- 
ges, reflecting upon Ariſtobulus as being 
addicted to diſturb the public tranquillity, 
and appealing to Cæſar in regard to the rec- 
titude of his own conduct during the late 
war. Ariſtobulus had ever been conſider- 
ed as an inveterate enemy to Rome; and 
therefore the treatment he had received 
was deemed juſtifiable by rhe laws of na- 
tions. With regard to his brother being 
beheaded by Seipio, that puniſhment was 
due to his demerits in the commiſſion of 
divers acts of robbery. Having heard the 
merits of the hole matter in diſpute, 
Cæſar determined in favour of Hyrcanus 
and Antipater, confirming. the firſt in the 


office of high-prieſt, and conſtituting the 
other governor of Judea. | ; 


8 HA PF. XVI. 


Ceſar permits Hyrcanus to rebuild the walls 
of Feruſalem. The Romans and the eus 
contract an alliance. -The Athenians and 
the Fews engage in a treaty. 


T the requeſt of Hyrcanus, Cæſar 
granted him permiſſion to rebuild 

the walls of Jeruſalem, which Pompe 
had deſtroyed, and diſpatched an expreſs 
to the conſuls of Rome to enter the follow - 
ing reſolutions on the records of the eapi- 
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dates gain a 
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tol. The ſenate in the temple of Concord 
have paſſed the following decree. 

; % Foraſmuch as it appears to the ſenate, 
Cnr ow by the report of Valerius, the ſon of Lucius 
cree in favour : 
of the Jews, Prætor, that Alexander the ſon of Jaſon, 

Numenius the ſon of Antiochus, and Alex- 
ander the ſon of Dorotheus, ambaſſadors 
from our fa.thful allies the Jews, requelt 
that the antient league of friendſhip be- 
tween us may be renewed ; and whereas 
they have brought a golden cup and buck- 
ler, valued at fifty thouſand crowns as a 
preſent, in token of their friendly diſpoſi- 
tion; and requeſt our recommendatory 
letters to all governors and free towns, that 
they may paſs ſafely by land and ſea through 
their treſpective diſtricts : the ſenate there- 
fore ordain that the league of friendſhip 
be renewed and confir : that whatever 
the ambaſſadors have aſked be complied 
with, and their preſents received.” This 
happened in the month of Panemus, in the 
ninth year of Hyrcanus's office of high- 
prieſt and prince. This governor of the 
Jews was likewiſe ſingularly honoured by 
the republic of Athens, who tranſmitted 

him the following decree. 
«© Decree of the ſenate of Athens, paſſed 


the 25th of the month Panemus ; 3 | 


ſius Aſclepiades being preſident and hig 
- prieſt, and Agathocles Archon, reported on 
the eleventh of the Prytanea, in the month | 


ww 1 
Py 


Munichion, by Eucles the Alimuſian, ſon || 


of Menander the ſecretary. A council of 
the Proedri being aſſembled in the theatre, 
the high-prieſt Dorotheus and his aſſiſtants 
collected the ſuffrages of the people ; and 
Dionyſus, the ſon of Dionyſius, made the 
following publication : 
„ Whereas Hyrcanus, the ſon of Alex- 
ander, and high-prieſt, and prince of the 
Jews, hath uniformly, on all occaſions, re- 
ceived and entertained our ambaſladors, 
and given every other teſtimony of his re- 
gard to our people in general, and the citi- 
Zens of Athens in particular, of which we 
have abundant proof: and whereas Theo- 
dofius, the fon of Theodorus of Sunium, 
hath credibly informed us of the virtues of 
the ſaid: prince, and his wiſhes to render 
us every ſervice; we have determined to 
preſent him with an honorary crown of 
gold, and, in the temple of the people and 
the graces, to erect a brazen ſtatue to his 
memory ; and we order that, when in the- 


atres and places of public exerciſe, ſpec- | 


tacles ſhall be exhibited to the honour 
of Bacchus, Minerva, Ceres, &c. proclama- 
tion be made of our having preſented this | 
crown in honour of his virtue. And we 
further command 'our governors and ma- 
giſtrates, to aid and aſſiſt in making known 
this treaty of friendſhip between us; that 
our grateful regard to men of worth and 


| ſons may be immediately choſen to wait on 


tour through the province, exhorting a 


4 


honour, and our zeal to encourage office; 
of friendſhip in future, may be acknoy. 
ledged. We alſo direct that proper per. 


Hyrcabus, in our name and with this de. 
cree, and our preſents, that others may be 
excited to exceed us in liberality of condug. 
Cæſar having diſpatchet his affairs in 
Syria, returned immediately by ſea to Je 
ruſalem, taking with him Antipatar, Who, 
on his arrival, gave immtdiate orders for 
repairing the walls which Pompey had 
thrown down. Antipater likewiſe made a 


turbulent people to peace and quietneſ;, 
He repreſented to them the virtues of obe- 
dien.e to their prince, by the peaceable 
enjoyment of their poſſeilions; explained 
what danger would at end ſeditious prac. 
tices and innovations, which would induce 
their governars to perſecute them, compel 
Hyrcanus to acts of tyranny, and inflame 
the enmity of their generous and powerful 
allies the Romans. 


* 


CHAP. XVII. 


The ſons of Antipater promoted. Ezethia; 
put to death. Herod ordered to appear be- 
fore the Fudges. The death of Cæſar. 


YRCANUS being of an eaſy and 
complying diſpoſition, Antipater a- 
vailed himſelt of the opportunity of pro- 
moting his ſons Phaſael and Herod to 
places of authority. To the former he gave 
the government of Judea and the adjacent 
country, and to the latter that of Galilee. 
At this time Herod was only fifteen years 
of age: but being of an active and enter- 
priſing genius, he availed himſelf of every 
opportunity that offered for obtaining po- 
pularity and advancing his fortune. The 
borders of Syria being infeſted by a number 
of robbers, Herod took the whole body 
of them into cuſtody, together with Eze- 
thias, their chief, or commander. This eres 
heroic exploit greatly advanced his repu- bez todd 
tation, and ſerved to introduce him to the 
acquaintance of S:xtus kinſman to Cæiar, 
who had then the government ot Syria. 
The example of his brother ſtimulated 
Phaſael to render himſelf popular. ile was 
a youth of very engaging addreſs, moderate 
in the exerciſe of authority, excellently 
qualified for the diſpatch of public buſinels, 
and a friend to the public. 
The wealth and power of Antipater, 
and the ſplendid proviſion he made for his 
ſons, excited the envy of the principal 
Jews, whoſe jealouſy was increaſed, when 
they tound he was a favourite of the em- 
peror, as well as the people of Rome. 


I 


They inſinuated, that hg received money 
| | from 
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fram Hyrcanus for the ufe of the Romans, 
and arrogated to himſelf the credit of ad- 
yancing the ſums ſo employed. The am- 
bitious and active ſpirit of Herod urged 
the people to make a complaint againſt 
both him and Phaſael. They told Hyr- 
canus the young men were not deputies 
but maſters ; dging, that the conduct 
of Herod towards Ezethais and his com- 
pan ions was a flagrant violation of public 
juſtice; ſince, however atrocious his crimes 
jt was an act of murder to put any man to 
death, till he had been brought to trial, 
and the offence alledged againſt him 
roved. Ph. 

The mothers of thoſe who had been 
lain now continued day after day in the 
temple, calling on prince and people for 
juſtice on Herod, for the murder of their 
children : till at length Hyrcanus appoint- 
ed a day when a bench of judges ſhould 
determine betweenHerod and his accuſers. 
Herod came into court at the firſt call ; 
but, in conſequence of his father's advice, 
only with ſuch attendants as might app-ar 
neceſſary to ſecure him, without offending 
the court. At this time Sextus Czſar, 
who commanded in Syria, wrote in favour 
of Herod to Hyrcanus, with threats, if he 
were not acquitted ; but theſe were need- 
leſs; for Hyrcanus was CORY fond 
ef him. Herod and his attendants havin 
waited a while, without a fingle charge a- 
gainſt him, the company were wondering 
at the event, whem Sameas, a man of in- 
corruptible integrity, ſpoke with great ſe- 
verity againſt Herod for the dauntleſs and 
preſuming manner in which he conducted 


quiry ; adding, that the delinquent who 
was then about to be diſcharged would 
prove the author of the ruin both of his 
judges and the king, It will be found in 
the progreſs of our work, that the predic- 
tion of Sameas was verified. 

The above ſpeech having rendered Hyr- 
canus apprehenſive for the ſafety of Herod, 
he adjourned the court to the following 
day, and adviſed him in the mean time to 
ſecure himſelf by a private retreat. Here- 
vpon Herod retired to Damaſcus, - under 
' pretence of being in fear of Hyrcanus: 
and, in conference with Sextus Ceſar, de- 
clared that he would diſclaim the juriſ- 
diction of the court, if ever he ſhould be 
again ſummoned. This enraged the judges 
who told Hyrcanus that his ruin was con- 
certed: but though the matter was evident, 
and himſelf convinced of it, yet he had 
not courage the take the neceſſary ad- 


N retires 
Un acys 


himſelf before a ſolemn court of legal en- 


vantage of the circumſtance. By this time 
Herod was ſafe in the protection of Sextus 
Cæſar, and had purchaſed part of the go- 
vernment of Cœle-Syria. Hyrcanus now 
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law the danger that might be dreaded, 
Herod, enraged at being expoſed to a trial, 
drew forth an army, and would have at- 
tacked Jeruſalem, but for the entreaties of 


his father and brother: on their interceſſion, © 


however, he abſtained from farther viol- 
ence to the man who had taiſed him to for- 
tune and honour. They ſaid, that though he 
had been cited to trial, he was under great 
obligations to Hyrcanùs for his freedom; 
and that it would be unreaſonable in him 
to expect the favour of Heaven, while 
fighting againſt a prince who had favoured 
and protected, but never injured him. 

On his return to Rome, Cæſar was com- 
plimented by ambaſſadors from Hyrcanus, in 
whoſe name they - requeſted a fene wal of 
the ancient leagues of triendſhip. Arriving 
at the capital of:the Roman empire, Cæ- 
far made preparations for an expedition 
into Africa, againſt Scipio and Cato. It may 
not be improper here to advert to the dif- 
tinctions paid by the Roman emperors to 
the Jews, and to notice their alliances, that 
the public may judge of the high eſtima- 
tion in which the fidelity and valour of 
our people were held by the kings of 
Europe and Afia, | 


— 


in poſſeſſion of thoſe writings, we would 
rather refer the credit of our cauſe to the 


braſs, and in the capitol at Rome. The 
authenticity of theſe evidences will not be 
controverted: neither will that of the in- 
ſcription of Julius Cæſar upon the brazen 
pillar at Alexandria, which remains a per- 
petual monument of the admiſſion of the 
Jews to the privilege of free citizens. 
However, without entering into a circum- 
ſtantial detail of the decrees paſſed in fa- 
vour of the Jews, we ſhall briefly obſerve 
that Caius Julius Cæſar publiſhed five ſe- 


therein paying great honour to, Hyrcanus, 


rights and privileges, of the prieſthood and 
the ſovereignty, and making moſt liberal 
proviſions for the benefit of the Jewiſh na- 
| tion, It was ſtipulated by one of theſe in- 


baſſadors, ſhould be accommodated with 


apply for that purpoſe to the ſenate, the 


procure them audience; and that if the 


ten days. When Alexander was emperor 


time, he publickly avowed his friendſhip 
| for 
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monumental inſcriptions on the pillars of 


veral edicts in behalf of thoſe people, 
confirming him and his poſterity in all the 


ſtruments, that Hyrcanus, his ſon and am- 
ſeats among the ſenators to view the ex- 
erciſes of the gladiators, and other public 
exhibitions; that whenever they ſhould 
dictator, or maſter of the horſe, 'ſhould- 


ſenate ſhould come to a reſolution on their 
buſineſs, an anſwer ſhould be delivered in 


for the fourth, and conſul for the fifth 
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The Perſian and Macedonian hiſtories Teſtimonies 


are not generally known: th re in honour of 
g y ough we are - A ronny 
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Sextus Cæſar 


murdered. 


Ceſar mur- 
dered in the 
ſenate houſe 
by Brutus, 
Caſſius, and 
their aſſoci- 
ates. 
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for Hyrcanus, his family and countrymen. | Malichus, who was ſecretly his en 


Caius Julius, dictator and conſul, publiſh- 


b 9 
ed an edict interdicting the Parthians from the reſt. Herod, 8 
continuing to interrupt the Jews in the 


exerciſe of their religion, laws, and cuſtoms. 


When Marcus Antonius and Publius Do- 


labella were conſuls, they aſſembled a ſe- 


nate for the purpoſe of giving audience to | 
ambaſſadors from Hyrcanus, and the aſ- 


ſembly complied with every requiſition 
made to them. In conſequence. of letters 
from Hyrcanus, Dolabella diſpatched let- 
ters through Aſia, purporting, that in con- 
{ideration of the Jews being reſtricted from 
bearing arms, travelling, and even pro- 
curing the neceſſaries of life on the Sab- 
bath, they ſhould be exempted from all 
military cares, and permitted without in- 
terruption to afſemble, worſhip, and ſa- 
crifice in their accuſtomed manner. Lu- 
cius Lentullus, the conſul, granted the 


Jewiſh inhabitants of Epheſus the free ex- 
erciſe of their religion, and exempted them | 
from all contributions towards the expences | 


of the war. | Td 
A violent inſurrection now took place in 
Syrla. Cecilius Baſſus engaged in a con- 


Apamia. The friends of Cæſar marched 


againſt Baſſus, and were joiped by Anti- 
pater and his ſans, who deemed themſelves 


bound to revenge the murder of their friend. 
Düring the progreſs of this war, Marcus 
offered himſelf to ſucceed Sextus ; and, 
in the interim, Cæſar was murdered in the 
ſenate-houſe, by Brutus, Caſſius, and their 
fellow conſpirators, after having governed 
three years and a half. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


A Civil war among thi Romans. Te people | 


cruelly oppreſſed. Malichus forms a con- 
Piracy againſt Antipater, | 


PO N the deceaſe of Cæſar, violent 
animoſities preyailed among the prin- 
capal men of Rome each conlulting his 
apparent intereſt till a civil war was the re- 
ſult. Caſſius taking poſſeſſion of the army 


in Syria, which then lay before Apamia, 


raiſed the ſiege, and induced Marcus and 
Baſſus to join him; which being done, he 
prgeeęded from place to place, collecting 
arms, money and men: but in Judea he 
impoſed a rate of between ſeven and eight 
talents of ſilver, oppreſſing that diſtrict be- 
yond any other. During this confuſion, 
Aytipater committed the care of levying 
part of his money to his two ſons, while 


ſpiracy againſt Sextus Cæſar, and having 
cauſed him to be murdered, took pofjeſ- | 
ſion of the province under his government. 
To this ſucceeded a war on the borders of 
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| 


| 


| 


l| contrivance of Malichus. 


[Book) 


1 


thers in cle 


to oblige the Ro. 
mans at the expence of other people, gave 
Caſſius an early proof of his zeal, by valu- 
able preſents collected in Galilee: but cities 
under the command of. other governors 
not being equally ready with their offers, 
were publickly ſold, with the 
to the beſt bidder, by order of Caſſius zy e 
as was the caſe with Go hna, Emmaus, ten. 
Lydda, and Thamma. Malichus would, 
on this occaſion, have fallen a ſacrifice ta 
the rage of Caſſius, had nat Hyrcanus com. 
pounded for his life, by the payment of a 
hundred talents. : 


was concerned wit 


7 
i, + # 


to death, had not 
his behalf. | | 


CHAP. xix. 


Herodappainted to the government of Lower 
Syria. Autipater . poiſoned through the 


TARCUS and Caſſius having collect- 
Jed an army, they committed the com- 
mand of it, both by land and ſea, to Herod, 
appointing him to the government of 
Lower-Syria, and promiſing to confer up- 
on him that of Judea, upon the concluſion 
of the war in which they were then en- 
gaged with Anthony and the younger 
Ceſar, afterwards Auguſtus. The ad- 
vancement of Herod rendered Malichus {o 
jealous of Antipater, that he bribed the 
butler of Hyrcanus to poiſon him, while at 
dinner with his maſter ; and immediately 


| 


after his death he toak poſſeſſion of the wy 
pate $ 2 


ir inh abitantz ge, ; 
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| , diſagreed as to the manner in which it 
of ſhould be exccuted, 


of that meaſure producing a civil war, pro- 


| rifying Malichus he procured a guard for 
the ſafety of his perſon, and endeaveured to 


ed to have a great eſteem for, and to re- 


Having then a fon who. was an hoſtage 1 in 


at the head of a party of troops. Pha- i 
Gel and Herod . reſolved -to take re- 
venge for the murder of their father, but 
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Herod was defirous 
of leading an army into the field againſt 
Malichus : but Phaſael being apprehenſive 


poſed to act againit him by artifice and 
ſtratagem; and therefore he conducted 
himſelf with an affected civility towards 
Malichus, carefully avoiding to intimate 
that he was ſuſpected as the murderer ot 
his father, to whoſe memory he erected a 
ſuperb monument. About this time Herod 
went to Samaria, and endeavoured to ap- 
peaſe the contentions and animolities pre- 
vailing there. | 
On the approach of a ſolemn faſt to be 
obſerved at Jeruſalem, Herod marched his 
army towards that city, which alarming 
Malichus, he prevailed - upon Hyrcanus to 
refuſe him admittance, But Herod contriv- 
ed to get into the city by night, which ter- 


diſguiſe his guilt, by pretending great af. 
fliction for the death of Antipater. On the 
other hand, the friends of Herod pretend- 


pole unlimited confidence 1 in Malichus | 
"CHAP; AK, 5 


C je joins Hired in revenging the iP 
of Antipater ; and Malichus 1 17 Til. 


ASSIUS che led Herod to avenge 

the murder of Autipater, at the ſame 
time iſſuing private orders to his troo 
at Tyre to yield him aſſiſtance. Some 
time afterwards, when Caſſius took Lao- 
dicea, and the people crouded to him with 
money and other effects, Herod thought 
that would be the 17 5 opportunity to 
effect his purpoſe: ut as Malichus was 
advancing to Tyre, his ſpirits failed him, 
and he had recourſe to a different plan. 


Tyre, he conceived that if he could private- 
1y carry him off to Judea, the Jews might 
be induced to revolt, and himſelf __ 
poſſeſſion of the government, while Caſſius 
was at war with Anthony. This ſcheme 
might have anſwered the propoſed end, 
but that Herod prevented it: for he ſent 
out a number of officers to meet Malichus 
and his party, and invite them to a treat: 
which being done, they attacked him on the 
fide of the Own next the ſea, and flew him 
with their daggers. Hyrcanus was ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhmeat at hearing of this affair: 
but Herod 1 informed him that 


it was done in conſequence of Caſſius's 


command ; on which- nen Nn | 
ſatisfied. 


motions happened in Judea. 
in Jeruſalem under the command of F elix, 

attacked Phaſael, in whoſe defence the : 
people betook themſelves to arms. 
upon, Herod applied to Fabius, governor 
of Damaſcus, for aid to aſſiſt his brother; 
but being ſeized with a fit of-illneſs, was 
unable to carry his generous deſign into ex- 
ecution. 
enough to compleat his buſineſs without 
aſſiſtance, compelling Felix to retreat to a 
fortreſs, and ſubmit on conditions. 
lael now reproached Hytcanus with ingrati- 
tude for tak ing part with his enemy, after 
ſuch a number of obligations received ; for 
at this perlod the brother of Malichus had 


| 
| Antigonus raiſes an army. The generous be- 


money as a conſideration for his afliſtance 
ſin raiſing an army; and they attached to 


der, by whom he had three ſons and two 


| v1 1-4 5 4} 44s 

. c H. A P. XXII. 
| Caſſius routed by Anto ny and — LY Gul 
| plaints exhibited rand” Phaſael,and He- 


| 
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_ Caffius having quitted Syria, reat com- 
he troops 


Here 


However, Phaſael was happy 


Pha- 


poſſeſſed himſelf of many fortified places, 
among which was Maſſada, hitherto deem- 
ed almoſt impregnable: but Herod, reco- 
vering of his illneſs retook. the places, and 
recoyered the lately conquered in. 5 


CHAP, 6 


haviour of Herod to the e rao Herod 


defeats een He 2 Marie 
ame. | 


A 'NTIGONUS, 7 * of 5 
-at this time paid Fabius a ſum of 


their intereſt Marion, to whom Caflins had Marion ef- 
given the command of Tyre and all Sytia, enufcof An- | 
where ſeveral garriſons: were ſtationed, astigonus. 
were three in Galilee. - The places, how- 
ever, were ſoon reduced by Herod, ' who 
not only allowed quarter to the Tyrians 
that had defended; them, but made them 
conſiderable preſents, and otherwiſe" treat- 
ed them with ſingular kindneſs and gene- 
rofity. Herod them marched againſt, and 
defeated Antigonus, upon the borders of 
Judea ; after, which he returned in triumph 
to Jeruſalem,” where: he was received by 
Hyrcanus and the whole body of the 
people with every poſſible teſtimony of eſ- 
teem and reſpect. Herod about this time 
eſpouſed Mariamne, daughter to Alexan- 


daughters. He had by a former wife, the. 
danghter of Dores, a he, ne N Top 


rod. Hyrcanus obtams the releaſe of. the 


| 


vb L 3 


" AUG= 


Feros made prijoncrs 2 Caſtus. 
. | * 4 34 
14 * 5 8 


446 THE ANTIQUITIES OF THIF)jEws, 
\ UGUSTUS and Antony having prov- | 1h are acguitted. Several of the tnenis, 

| ed victorious over Caſſius at the bat- || of Herod-put to death. * 
tle of Philippi, the former departed into \ 


[Book 4 


HILE Antony was on his way 

Syria, Cleopatra repaired to him i0 
Cilicia, in order to pay her reſpects t, 
him; and on their firſt interview, he con. 
ceived a ſtrong aff.Qion for her. At this 
time, near a hundred Jews, who were 
people of rank, complained to Antony of 


| Saul, and the other marched into Aſia. In 
| his way through Bithynia, Antony received 
| ſeveral embaſſies, and particularly one from 
a conſiderable number of Jews of diſtinction 
complaining againſt Phaſael and Herod, and 
urging, that though Hyrcanus was nomi- 


nally the governor, the brothers had, in the conduct of Herod and P! 
4 | : a vaſael, and h 
fact, uſurped, and continued to exerciſe all appointed to hear the cauſe at Daphne. 


the powers of the adminiſtration, Herod | | 
pleaded in his own defence, and enforced 3 E 1. N 
. 88 


his arguments with preſents of ſuch co: fi- being concluded. Antony afk | 
derable value, that his adverſaries could I: O the N os rica gary 


obtain no advantage over him, f A ove . | 
Upon the arrival of Antony at Epheſus. |; freour of Fed, Homer Meer. 

ambaſſadors attended him in the name of tertained a great eſteem for W both 

| Hyrcanus and the whole Jewiſh nation, partly on their own accounts, and partly in 

| and preſented him with a golden crown remembrance of the kindneſs he had re- 
and various other gifts, at the ſame time, ceived from Antipater, their father, wh 
entreating, that ſuch of their countrymen || 1, . 4 protected him at the time of the my 

The emperor as Caſſius had made pritoners, contrary to | vaſicn of Judea by Gabinius; and he v4 

Marcus An- the laws of war, might be reſtored to liberty, pointed each of them to the office of te. ma 


— — 


— — 


toniu wri'es 


in FE conſliture 
to different and again put into poſſeſſion of the lands trarch, committing the government of the bid 
ee of which they had been deprived; and for country to their care. Herod te. 
favour of the 185 i 


this purpoſe they ſolicited Antony's letters 


trarchs. 


Jews- He wrote many letters 1a their favour, 


don, Antioch, and Arad. 


to the governors of the different provinces. 


This requiſition appeared ſo reaſonable, 
that Antony readily acquieſced therein, 
ſending an anſwer to Hyrcanus purporting, 


that Lyſimachus, the ſon of Pauſanias 


Joſeph, the ſon of Mennæus; and Alex- 


ander, the ſon of Theodorus, his ambaſ- 
fadors, had faithfully diſcharged their com- 
miſſion ; ſeverely expatiating on the mur- 
der of Cæſar by Brutus and Caſſius, who 
had been juſtly flain for their barbarous 
treachery ; avowing a firm friendſhip for 


the Jewiſh nation; declaring the Jews that| 
had been expoſed to fale by Caffius ſhould | 
be reſtored to liberty, and again put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the property they had been de- 


prived of; and that all the privileges 


granted to them by himſelf and Dolabella 


ſhould be ſccured to them. 
Antony wrote to the magiſtrates and ſe- 


nate of Tyre, 'commanding them imme- | 


diately to ſurrender to the original owners, 


the lands, eftates, and other poſſeſſions | 
unjuſtly ſeized at the time of the invaſion | 


by Caſſius. 


date ſhould be fairly written in Latin and 
| Greek, and placed among the Tyrian re- 


cords, people of all ranks being allowed to 


peruſe it. Inſtructions to the ſame pur- | 
le of Si- 


poſt were difpatched- to the 
Hence it fur- 
ther appears, that the Romans held the 
Jews in high reſpect. e ee, 
em AP. Xun. 

Antony enamoured of Cleopatra. Accuſa- 


tions exhibited againſt Phajael and Herod J 


It as ordered that this man- 


| ordered fifteen of their moſt implac. 
ble enemies into priſon, and reſolved to 
have them executed; Herod inter fered, 
and obtained their pardon. Herod's 
benevolence, however, had nv weight with 
his enemies; who were no ſooner diſtmiſſed 
than they concerted new ſchemes to de- 
ſtroy him. Having ſelected a band of a 
thouſand people, they went towards Tyre, 
to wait the arrival of Antony. In the 


mean time, Herod and his brother had 


made ſuch an intereſt by valuable preſents, 
that Antony diſpatched orders to the ma- 
giſtrates of Tyre, commanding them to 
ſupport the authority of Herod, and to 
| puniſh the Jewiſh meſſengers, as peo, le 
whoſe wiſh was to truſtrate the ſchemes of 
government. Herod now gave a ſecond 
proof of his benevolence, by going out to 
meet the deputies, whom he adviled to re- 
tite. Hyrcanus ſeconded this advice, re- 
preſenting the miſchief that might arite 


— 


from their perſeverance: but, in defiance 
of all danger, they obſtinately perſiſted in 


going forwards, till being met by numbers 
both of Jews and Tyrians, many of them 
were ſlain, many wounded, and the reſt fied; 
which put an end to all open oppoſition; 
but the vulgar continued to revile the pro- 
ceedings of Herod, till Anthony was fo ex- 
aſperated, that he pronounced judgment 
of death on the priſoners who were accord- 
ingly executed. | ; 
Syria was conquered in the following 
year, by Pacorus, fon of the king of Par- 
chia, and Barzaphanes, a prince of the 


country 
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countfy. At this period died Ptolemy] and ſome to the temple, while the teſt 
Mennrus. He was ſucceeded by his ſon |} ſought refuge behind an adjacent rampart. 
Lyfanias, who, through the intereſt of Bar- In this action Phaſael diſtinguiſhed him- 
- zaphanes, contracted an intimate friend- || ſelf by many feats of heroiſm; 5 | 


—=J 


FY 


ſhip with Antigonus, the fon of Ariſto-|| Pacorus, at the head of a ſmall party; 
pulus. oi now entered the city, under the pretence 
=> of reſtoring peace : but his real motive was 

CHAP, XXIV, - to give Antigonus poſſeſſion of the governs 


| ; ment. Though he experienced a friendly 
Plot for deflroying Herod, and depojing || and reſpectful reception from Antigonus, 
Hyrcanus. Pacorus and Barzaphanes|| Pacorus concerted a plot for taking aw 
wnite againſt Fudea. The Fews of Mount || his life; and to effect his-defign, pretended 
Carmel eſpouſe the cauſe of Antigonus. The] to be defirous of ſending an embaſly to 
buildings near the temple ſet on fire. Pa- Barzaphanes. Naturally of an unſuſpect- 
corus betrays Phaſael. Barzaphanes ac-||ing temper, Phafael agreed to undertake 
cuſed of treachery. the embaſſy, notwithſtanding the remon- 
$23 ſtrances of Herod, who knowing that no 
NTIGONUS offered the Parthians || confidence could be ſafely repoſed in Pacorus 
a thouſand talents, and five hundred || and his aſſociates, was deſirous of having 
women, on the condition of their killing || them all put to death. However, Hyr- 
Herod and his adherents, depoſing Hyr-|| canus and Phaſael ſet out on the embaſſy; 
canus, and advancing Antigonus gover- || and on their arrival in Galilee, the go- 
nor in his place. Hereupon the Parthians || vernors of the neighbouring garrifons came 
marched againſt Judea, Barzaphanes go- forth armed, to compliment them with 
ing through the inland country, and Pa- || preſents, Barzaphanes being of the num 
corus by the ſea coaſt. The people of || ber. Aſter being conducted to a ſtation 
Tyre refuſed to admitPacorus into the city: || near the ſea, Phaſacl and Hyrcanus were 
but thoſe of Sidon and Ptolemais received || informed, that Antigonus had agreed to 
him readily. On this, he entruſted a party || give the Parthians a thouſand talents and 
of horſe to the king's cup-bearer, whoſe || five hundred women, in return for the 
name likewiſe was Pacorus, to obſerve the'|| ſervices they had rendered. Phaſael now 
ſituation of the country, and aſſiſt Anti-!|| ſuſpe&ted the treachery ; and the ſame 
gonus if it ſhould be neceſſary. The jews night was informed, that a party of ſol. 
of Mount Carmel aſſociated with Antigo- diers had received directions to ſeize him, 
nus, who expected to conquer that part of || This plot would certainly have been car. 
the country called Drymæ, by their affiſt- || ried into effect, but that the conſpirators 
ance. Many reinforcements joining him, || poſtponed the execution of their deſign, 
he was induced to advance to Jeruſalem, || till they ſhould receive news from Jeru- 
with a deſign to attack Herod and Phaſael || falem of Herod being taken into cuſtody, 
in the royal palace; but while proceeding || according to the plan they had concerted. 
to carry this project into effect, he was met || Phaſael was adviſed by his friends to take 
by the brothers in the market place, and || horſe and eſcape ; particularly by Ophellius 
compelled to retreat to the temple. Herod || who diſcovered the conſpiracy through the 
ſtationed parties of ſoldiers in the houſes|| information of Saramella, one of the moſt 
adjacent to the temple : bur theſe build. |} opulent men of Syria, who, reſiding by the 
ings were ſet on fire by the enemy and de- || {ide of the ſea offered him the convenience 
mal firoyed, together with a great number of || of embarking from his houſe : but diſdain- 
r people in them. In revenge for this ac- ing to leave his compainons in diſtreſs, Pha- 
Wie people in tion, Herod flew many of the adverſe || ſacl repaired to Barzaphanes, and ſeverely 
. party in the ſkirmiſhes that took place al- upbraided him for his baſe and treacherous 


„ moſt every day. | conduct. After reſolutely denying the 
On the arrival of the feaſt of the pente-|| guilt imputed to him, Barzaphanes de- 

coſt, great numbers of people, as uſual on || parted, in ſearch of Pacorus. | 
that occaſion, reſorted to Jeruſalem, a con- | | 
ſiderable part of them being armed. They || CHAP. XXV. 
ſurrounded the temple, as crowded every „ 
part of the city, except the ſpot where the || Hyrcanus and Phuſael ſeized, Herod accuſes 
palace flood, which was guarded by Herod || Pacorus. Herodium built. Feruſalem 
while Phaſael took charge of the walls and || Gefieged, and Mariſſa deſtroyed. Antigo- | 
out-works. While the enemy were poſt- nus ſucceeds æ the government. Phaſael i f 
ed in the ſuburbs, Herod furioufly ruſhed || puts an end to his own life. Herod applies ; 
upon them, put great numbers to the ſword || t Malichus, king of Arabia, who com- 1 
and threw the reſt into ſach terror and | mands him to quit the country. Herod 
conſternation, that ſome fled to the city, relates his caſe to Antony. 


Imme- 
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Mmediately after the departure of Bar- 
Zaphanes, Hyrcanus and Phaſael were 
ſeized by a party of ſoldiers. A eunuch 
was diſpatched for enticing Herod out of 
the palace, in order for his being taken in- 
to cuſtody. Herod repaired to Pacorus 
and the chiefs of the Parthians, and expol- 
tulated with them on the injury intended 
him. They denied all knowledge of the 
matter, adviſing him to go out of the city, 
and receive his letters, leſt they ſhould fall 
into the hands of improper perſons : but he 
ſuſpected, and eluded this ſtratagem. 
The Parthians took till the following 
day to conſult how they ſhould act with 
Herod, for they were afraid to ſeize him 
openly ; but Herod being informed how 
violently they had acted towards his bro- 
ther, and conſidering how dangerous it 
might be to remain longer among them, 
reſolved to attempt an eſcape in the night. 
Hereupon he provided waggons, horſes, 
and other beaſts of carriage for the women ; 
among whom were his mother and ſiſter, 
and Mariamne, the niece of Ariſtobulus, 
and daughter of Alexander, to whom he 
was to be married. There were likewiſe 
the mother of his intended wife, with his 
own youngeſt brother, and all the family. 
Having collected his troops, they departed 
towards Idumea, and were confiderably ad- 
vanced before. their enemies had notice of 
their departure. 1 
Herod preſerved an unſhaken fortitude, 
and continued to animate his troops both 
by his example and advice, informing them 
that they had no ſecurity but in flight for 
their lives and liberties, and adviſing them 
not to loſe that time in fruitleſs lamenta- 
tion, which ought to be employed in pro- 
viding. for their ſafety, Thus exhorted, 
they unanimouſly declared that they would | 


OF THE JEWS, 


Booz NI 


tacked him; but he routed them, ſhewin 
admirable diſcipline in the fight, notwith. 
ſtanding his hurry and confuſion. On his 
ſubſequent advancement to the throne 
Herod built a palace on the {pot where this 
victory was obtained, and near it a village lende 
which he called Herodium. hüt 
Proceeding to Reſa in Idumea, Hergg 
was met by his brother Joſeph, and they 
conſulted how to get rid of great numbers 
of uſeleſs people that were with them, ex. 
cluſive of their troops: and conſidering that 
the caſtle of Maſſada, to which they in- 
tended to retire, was too ſmall to contain 
them all, they diſcharged about nine thou- 
ſand perſons, to ſeek ſubſiſtence in Idumea, 


till they could find a regular ſettlement. 
Thoſe who were fit for war he kept, and 
having placed them in the caſtle his near 
relations, with the women and children, 
in all about eight hundred people, he leſt 
them ſufficient proviſions, and procceded 
to Petra, the chief city of Arabia. 
On Herod's leaving Jeruſalem, the Par- ſcien 
thians, the next morning carly, ravaged the ?und 
city and palace, ſeizing every thing there- 
in, except three hundred talents belonging 
to Hyrcanus, and a few valuable articles, 
the property of Herod. Nor were the Par- 
thians ſatisfied with, plundering the city, 
but they ravaged the adjacent country, ang. 
totally demoliſhed the city of Matiſſa, which 
was tamous for its ſtrength and riches, 
The king of Parthia having given the 
government to Antigonus, Hyrcanus and 
Phaſael were delivered to him as priſoners : 
but he regretted the loſs of the women, 
who, as well as the money were to be 
delivered to him by contract. Antigonus 
now ordered that Hyrcanus's ears ſhould 
be cut off, to incapacitate him for the office 
of high - prieſt; preſuming that the people 


act with a degree of ſteadineſs and relolu- 
tion becoming their circumſtances. At 
this inſtant by ſome accident one of the 


waggons overturned, whereby the life of 
Herod's mother was greatly endangered. 
Through tenderneſs to his parent, and the 


might other wiſe, at ſome future period, re- 
ſtore him. 3 4 

Phaſael finding that he, was deſtined to Pferde 
death, determined that his enemies ſhould 
not deſtroy him, but his hands being fetter- 
ed, daſhed out his brains againſt a wall. 


Herod at- 
temp:s to 
deſtroy 
himſelf. 


apprehenſion that the loſs of time would 


11d || It has been ſaid that the wound was not 
enable the enemy to overtake him, he was 


mortal; but that the ſurgeons employed 


ſo greatly affected, that he made an attempt 
to throw himſelf upon his ſword ; but he 
was prevented by his attendants. 
They urged that he ought not to ſacri- 
fice his friends to the fear of his enemies, 
and that a brave man ſhould diſdain to in- 
jure the public by his own deſtruction. 
Having recovered the power of recollection, 
he took all poſlible care of his mother, 
and haſtened on his journey to Maſſada: the 
Parthians frequently preſſing on him in 
{mall parties, but he was ſtill victorious. 
When he was about ſix'y furlongs from 
Jeruſalem, the Jews who had purſued, at- 


by Antigonus, put a period to his life, by 
dreſſing his wounds with poiſon. Howe- 
ver, he lived to learn that Herod was fafe 


from the hands of his enemies, which ena- 
bled; him to die in peace. ;..... . 

In the interim, Herod, fo far from ſink- 
ing under his misfortunes, ſeemed but the 
better. diſpoſtd to encounter them. He 
applied to Malichus, king of Arabia, for a 
loan of money, either in paying intereſt 
for it, or in mere friendſhip, having no 
| doubt that a prince who owed him ſo many 
obligations, would be glad to repay them. 


At this time he had net heard of his bro- 
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but metely for the purpoſe of adjuſting his 
own affairs. This treatthent he imagined | 


* XXVI.!] 


ther's death, and his intention was only to 


raiſe three hundred taleats for his ranſom, | 


propoſing to give a ſon of Phaſael, of ſeven 
years of age, as a ledge for the money. 
Meſſengers now arrived from Malchus, di- 
recting Herod to quit the country, for the 
Parthians would not admit his ſtay. He 
replied, that he came not to give trouble, 


proceeded from the defire of ſome powerful 
ople to defraud him of money which he 
ad entruſted in their hands through the 
means of Antipater. 

Herod now proceeded towards Egypt, 
and in his way called at a tetnple, where! 
he had left a number of his friends. Ar- 
riving at Rynocuſa on the following day, 
he was there informed of his brother's Jeath 
Repenting of his ingratitude, Malchus haſ- 
tened after Herod, with a deſign of mak- 
ing him reparation : but in the mean time, 
he had proceeded to Peluſium, where the 
mariners bound for Alexandria would not 

ermit him to embark. Hereupon, he ap- 
lied to the magiſtrates, who reſpectfully 
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ſhewing a contempt for the authority of the 
Romans, and for various other inſtances of 
miſconduct. Antony ſaid, that in conſide- 
ration of the ſtate of the war with the Par- 
thians, in his judgment it would be à pru- 
dent meaſure to appoint Herod kin 


349 


8 of Hod con- 


Judea ; and in this propoſition the ſenate flituted king 


viated from their uſual practice in thus eon- 
terring the ſovereignty upon a perſon not of 
royal deſcent. ec hdd. ee 

Herod was conducted from the ſenate- 
houſe; between Antony and Auguſtus, to 
the capitol, where ſacrifices were offered, 
and the decrees depbſited, the conſuls and 


ſenators attending on the otcaſion.* This 


was in the conſulſhip of C. Domitius Sal- 
vinus and C. Afinius Pollio, in the hundred 
and eighty-fourth year of the olympiad. In 
compliment to the new king, Antony pro- 
vided a magnificent entertainment; after 
which Herod departed to execute the func- 
tions of Hy office; 9 oo ttE go; 10 
During the abſence of Herod, the caſtle 
of Maſſada was beſieged by Antigonus. Of 
all other neceffaries the beſie 


unahimouſſy concurred. The Romitis de- of Judea. | 


d had a Antigonus 


eh en. 


plentiful ſupply, but being greatly diſtreſſed faſe der Mat 
by a want of water, Jeſeph; with a 

of two hundred men, formed the reſolution 

of forcing a paſſage through the enemy, with 


attended him into the city, where he was 
magnificently entertained by Cleopatra; and 
invited by her to eſtabliſh his reſidence there 
mired by às long as might ſult his convenience: but 


| Rerod hon- 


N 6 4 o * © 4 
u heither entreaties, dangers, nor difficulties 


Rhodes he took ſhipping for Italy, and after 


were ſufficient to induce him to decline his 
intention of going to Rome, 
Einbarking at Pamphlia, a tempeſt aroſe, 
ind the ſeamen were under the neceſſity of 
throwing part of their lading overboard : 
but at Tength Herod landed at Rhodes, | 
where he met Sappinas and Ptoletny. Part 
of his ſhattered fortune he employed in ren 
pairing the town, which had been nearly 
deſtroyed during the war with Caſſius. At 
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putting into the port of Brunduſtum; pro- 


a view of obtaining ſuccour from the Ara- 
bians, having received information that 
Malichus repented his late ungenerous 
treatthent of Herod. But when on the 
point of making this dangerous attempt, a 
plentiful fall of rain filled all the reſervoirs 
and ciſterns in the place. Encouraged by 
this ſupply; they repeatedly made ſallies 
upon the enemy with conſiderable ſuc» 
ceſs. r LOITLITERY ( 

In the mean time Ventidius, a Roman 
general, after having compelled' the Par- 


j 


thians to evacuate Syria,'procceded toJudea, 


ceeded to Rome, where he communicated 
to Antony all the late tranſactions in Judea 


under pretence of yielding aſſiſtance to 
Joſeph: but his real motive was to extort 


and ſolicited his aſfiſtance for the recovery money from Antigonus, in which project 


of his affairs; | 
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Hered gains the friendſhip of Augliſtus 4 


Antony. He is elected king of Fudea. An- 
tigonus aſſaults the caſtle of Maſſada. 


NTON was greatly affected by the 
narrative of Herod's misfortunes, 

and in his deſire of yielding him affiſtance, | 
was ſeconded by Auguſtus. Meſſala and 
Atratenus introduced Herod to the ſenate} 
of Rome, recommiending him to their te- 
gard, both on account of his own and his fa- 
ther's ſervices ; at the fame titie reproach- 
ing Antigonus for having accepted the go- 


he ſucceeded, by advancing his troops to 
| Jeruſalem. 


H. rod takes Joppa and relieves Maſſada.: 
After the conqueſt of Reſa, be 


Prolemy: The | Parthians defeated. A 
flaughter upon the eus by Macherus. 
Antony gives Herod an honourable recep- 
tion. Samoſata. ſurrendered. Anton 

goes into Egypt. The death of Toſeph. 


An inſurrection in Galilee. 


ed. Feruſalem befjeged by Herd. 


vernment from the Parthians, thereby | 


4Q 


proceeds to 
Teruſalem. Fericbo rifled by the Romans. 
he reduction F Galilee. © The. death of 


Machærus 
| fortifies Gath. Herod wonder fully preſerve | 


Returning 
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1 from Italy, while on his tabliſhed in direct contradiclion te ancient 

way towards Galilee, Herod met cuſtom, and the laws and rights of ſlucceſ. 

Antigonus, who had augmented his army ſion. The contention- between Antigonug 

— a conſiderable body of auxiliary troops. and Herod, becoming more violent, pro- 

At this peried alſo Gellius arrived from voking Janguage kth on. both files ;. ang 

Antony, with orders to Silo and Veu-|| at length, by the command of Antigonus, 

tidius, that they ſhould afford Herod all ſ the oppoſite party was driven from the walls 

poſſible affiſtance, in taking poſſeſſion of by repeated diſcharges of darts and arrows, 

his kingdom: but when theſe orders ar- Herod was now convinced that Silo had 1 

rived, Ventidius was buſily employed in ap- ¶ been corrupted. In fac, he had tampered Tad 

peaſing the tumults that had taken place in with the ſoldiers, and ſeduced them to be. 

8 ſeveral cities, through the means of the clamourous for money aud proviſions; they 

Parthians ; and Silo was in Judea, on the|| demanded more commodious winter quar- 

receipt of a penſion from Antigonus. He- ters, ſaying the country had been fo ravag- 

rod's army being collected, appeared to be ed by Antigonus, that jt was no longec 

conſiderable, and increaſed as they march- capable of affording them ſubſiſtence. This 

ed; almoſt all the people of Galilee de-|} mutinous diſpoſition increaſed to fo alarm. 

claring in his favour. The firſt great ob- ing a degree, that the ſoldiers weie actualiy 

ject of his preſent wiſh was to raiſe the ſiege on the point of abandoning their arms and 

of Maſſada, in order to give liberty to his deſerting. To maintain his authority, He. 

friends and relations, who had been ſo long rod called to their recollection that Cæſar, 

impriſoned in that city. But in this expe- Antony, and the Roman ſenate, had com- 

dition Joppa appeared to be ſuch a barrier miſſioned him to come into that country ; 

againſt his views of advancing to ſeruſalem, and exhorted his officers and men to adhere 

that he could not think of leaving ſo ſtrong|}to their duty, promiſing to accommodate 

a place unſubdued. In this fituation Silo them with every convenience that their 

marched off; and the Jews making a cloſe|| ſituation would admit. He then employed 

attack upon his rear, Herod drove in upon commiſſaries to purchaſe proviſions, of 

them with a ſelect party, put them to the which an ample ſupply was in a ſhort time 

rout, and reſcued Silo, when he was on procured. Herod alſo directed his friends 

the point of being made a priſoner. This. in Samaria to collect at Jericho great ſtores 

being done, Herod made a conqueſt of [of cattle, corn, wine and oil, for the ſupply 

Herod con- Joppa, and, without loſs of time, repaired of his army. 

quers Joppa. to relieve his friends in Maſſada, at which |, To intercept the conveyance of proviſi- 

place numbers of people flocked to his aſ-|[ons to the adverſe army, Antigonus ordered 

ſiſtance; ſome of them on account of his fa- ||ſeveral parties of ſoldiers to ſtation them- 

ther, ſome in reſpe& to his own merits, || ſelves in ambuſh in the fields and roads, 

and a third fort in conſideration of the ob- among the crags and mountains, and in 

ligations they owed to both: but the hope Other places in the neighbourhood of Je- 

of ingratiating the favour of the new king||richo, Nor was Herod leſs aſſiduous on 

was the moſt prevailing motive. Having his part; for with ten companies of troops, 

raiſed the ſiege of Maſſada, and relieved his half conſiſting of Jews, and the other of 

friends there, Herod conquered the caſtle||Romans, together with a hired party, he 

of Reſa by ſtorm, and then moped: to- marched towards Jericho; but five hundred The Bonn 

wards Jeruſalem. _ lof the inhabitants, with all their families, radon 

lerulalem be- Having drawn up his army on the wel: having, quitted the town and Hed to the booty t . 

1 quarter of the city, the beſieged made mountains, he purſued them and made fiche 

frequent ſallies upon his men, and greatly ſthem priſoners, but afterwards gave them 

annoyed them with continual ſhowers off liberty. The city, was ranſacked by the 

darts and arrows. Herod ordered a herald Romans, who found therein an immenſe 

to go round the walls of the town, and make treaſure, conſiſting of money, jewels, rich 
{1 proclamation in different parts, that the furniture, and other valuable effects. The 

general benefit and welfare of the inhabi- king having left a garriſon in the place, 

1 tants was the only object he had in view ;||retired by the way that he came, and ap- 

and that he was willing to paſs an act of pointed his army to take up their quarters 

pardon and perpetual oblivion of all ani-in places which: he had lately conquered ; 

moſities and offences. Hereupon, Anti- as Samaria, Idumca, and Galilee. Anti- 

E gonus, addreſſing himſelf to Silo and the gonus bribed Silo with a ſam of money to 

#1 Roman ſoldiers, expatiated upon the injuſ- permit the Roman army to be quartered 1 in 

q tice of Herod's advancement to the regal'||Lydda, which was done to obtain the 

dignity, he being an Idumean by birth, and friendſhip of Antony. The Romans were 

a- deſcendant” from a private family; ob- no in the. midſt of peace and plenty, and 


ſerving that in his caſe a precedent was eſ- err Way well accommodated. ng 
5 1 é 25 ut 
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But Herod, whoſe active diſpoſition 
would not permit long to remain idle, diſ. 
patched a thouſand foot and four hundred 
horſe, under the command of his brother 
Joſeph, into Idumea, while he himſelf 
went to Samaria, in order to attend the 
ſafety of his mother and other relations he 
had conveyed from Maſſada. He next Went 
to Galilee, to reduce ſome garriſons there 
in the poſſeſſion of Antigonus. Arrivin 
at Sepphoris, he found the inhabitants had 
abandoned the place, but left therein great 
uantities of proviſions of all kinds. At 
this time the adjacent country, particular- 
ly about Arbela, was moſt dreadfully in- 
teſted with robbers, who iſſuing from their 
lurking places in the mountains, diſturbed 
the neighbourhood in a high degree. Here- 
upon, Herod ordered out a ſquadron of 
horſe, and three companies of foot, to drive 
them out from their retirements. He 
marched againſt them with his whole 
army, about forty days after he had ſent out 
this force; on which the robbers made 
their appearance, and attacked Herod's 
troops with ſo much reſolution, that his 
left wing gave way; but bravely rallying 
his forces, and putting himſelf at the head 
of them, he renewed the charge, and total- 
ly routed the opponents, whom he purſued 
even to the river Jordan. The conſequence 
Gai. Of this victory was, that, in a ſhort time, 
m fubmit all the people of Galilee ſubmitted, except 


blend. thoſe who had taken refuge in the moun- 
tains. 5 CAT 
Herod now ordered one hundred and fifts 
drachmas to be given to each of his ſoldiers, 
and a larger ſum to the officers, in propor- 
tion to their rank. Theſe gratuities being 
diſtributed, he poſted his troops in winter 
quarters. He was now informed, that 
Antigonus had refuſed to grant his people 
more proviſions than for one month's ſub- 
ſiſtence, and ordered the neighbouring in- 
habitants to clear the country of all the 
neceſſaries of life, and to retire to the 
mountains with the proviſions, for the 
purpoſe of ſtarving che Romans out of their 
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meanneſs of his extraction, though 


hill. The men put many of the fugitives 
to death, either with their darts and arrows, 
or by drawing tliem dut of their holes 
with their hooks, and throwing them down 
the precipioe. The king now offered par- 
don to thoſe who ſhould lay down theft 
arms and ſubmit to his authority, declarin 

that a public act of indemnity and total 


oblivion ſhould be paſſed in their favour, 
g and with this propoſition numbers of them 


complied. The attack being renewed the 

next day, the ſoldiers ſet fire to combuſtible 

articles placed at the mouths of the caves, 
whereby many of the robbers were ſmother- 

ed. In one of the caverns was an aged 

man, whoſe wife and ſeven ſons exhorted 

him to ſubmit: but he refuſed, and ſtabbed 

them as they ſeverally attempted to paſs by 

him, throwing theit bodies down the pre- 

cipice, from whence he alſo precipitated a, ed min 
himſelf. While thus deſtroying his family, kills his wife 


he reflected upon Herod on account of ther ſeven 
ſons, and de- 


i that r/o him» 
prince, who was witneſs to the tfanſaction, felt. 


by the moſt expreſſive ſignals he could 
make uſe of, endeavoured to induce his 
acceptance of mercy. This enterprize put 
an end to the war between Herod and the 
robbers. | 
The government of the above diſtrict 
being given to Ptolemy. Herod marched 
into Samaria at the head of three thouſand 


ral 


| foot, and ſix hundred horſe, with a deter- 


mination of coming to a decifive battle 
with Antigonus. Soon after his advance- 


y || ment, Ptolemy was attacked and lain by a. 1. 


party of the people who had committedof Ptolemy. 
many depredations in Galilee, after which 
they retired to the mountains, and other 
almoſt inacceſſible places; from whence 
they iſſued at different times, and ravaged 


quarters. But to obviate the threatened 
calamity, Herod directed Pheroras, his 
younger brother, to colle& ſuſtenance for 
his army, and alſo to repair the ruinated | 
fort of Alexandrion. Theſe commiſſions 
Pheroras faithfully executed, 

Herod now marched againſt ſuch of the 
enemy as had taken refuge among the 
mountains. - 
to deſcend to the caverns where they lived, 
or to ſcale them from below, and therefore 
he had recourſe to the following ſtratagem: 
he cauſed ſoldiers provided with hooks, 
darts, arrows, and other arms, to be low- 

ered in wooden caſes ſuſpended by iron 
chains to machines fixed on the top of the 


It appeared. equally difficult 


the adjacent country. However, Herod 
puniſhed them for their outrageous pro- 
ceedings, putting ſome to death upon the 


| ſpot, putting others to torture, and deſ- 


troying all their forts and caſtles, He then 

laid a fine of a hundred talents upon fome 

cities ſuſpected of favouring the enemy. 
Pacorus' king of the Parthians, being 


| defeated in battle, Ventidius, agreeable to 


his orders from Antony, fent Mach@rus 
to Herod. with a thouſand horſe, and two 


[legions ; but Machzrus having been art- 
fully applied to by Antigonus, departed to 


him, under pretence of giving intelligence, 
though in direct oppoſition to the advice of 
Herod. On his approach, Antigonus, ſo 
far from confiding in him, directed his peo- 
ple to oppoſe him with darts and flings. 
He was now convinced that Herod was 
perfectly right in his diſſuafion, and that he 
ought to have liſtened to his advice. Enrag- 


ed at the treatment he had received he turn- 


ed towards the city of Emmaus, deſtroying, 
without 
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without diſtinction of friend or foeg every 
Jew that he met with in the way. This 
conduct was ſo offenſive to Herod, that he 
immediately went towards Samaria; to ac- 
quaint Antony with what had happened, 
and to inform him that he was himſelf 
able to cope with Antigonus, without the 
aid of ſuch as did more miſchief to their 
own cauſe, than to that of the enemy. 
While he was on this expedition, Ma- 
chzrus hurried after him, and having over- 
taken him on the road, earneſtly entreated 
him either to give over all thoughts of his 
propoſed journey, or at leaſt to leave his 
brother Joſeph behind, that thoſe two 


might carry on the war againſt Antigonus | 


in conjunction. On this ſolicitation Herod 
yielded, forgave all that had paſſed, and left 
the army under the command of Joſeph, 


with particular directions not to quarrel 


with Machræus, nor to undertake any 
enterprize without a proſpect of ſucceſs. 
On this adjuſtment of affairs, Herod took 
with him an additional number of horſe 
and foot, and marched to join Antony, 
who then lay before Samoſata, on the banks 
of the Euphrates. When he arrived at 
Antioch he found multitudes diſpoſed 
to join Antony, but the roads, were ſo 
thronged with Barbarian enemies that they 
could not approach him. Hereupon, He- 
rod put himſelf at their head, and under- 
tock to conduct them : they proceeded on 
their march ; but having advanced within 


| two days journey of Samoſata, they were 


encountered by a party of the enemy's 
horſe, which had lain in ambuſh behind 
ſome hedges, on the entrance into the 
country, to prevent Antony from receiving 
any aid from that quarter. The enemy 
ſuffered the front of the troops to pals ; 
but when Herod advanced with the rear, 


they attacked him violently with about five 


hundred horſe; and broke his front ranks. 
The king, however, bore down courage- 
ouſly on them with his guards, drove 
them from their ſtation, rallied his ſcattered 
forces, and purfued his ſucceſs till he re- 


covered all they had taken, which in pri- 


ſoners, baggage, carriages, horſes and mules, 
amounted to a very conſiderable booty. This 
battle being ended, Herod proceeded in his 


way to Antony ; but was frequently at- 


tacked on his rout, by companies of Bar- 


barians, who fallied out upon him from 
the woods and-thickets ; but in all his en- 
counters he was ſtill ſuperior to them, de- 
feating them in all the attempts they made, 
till at length a free paſſage Was obtained, 
and as he proceeded, the people hailed him 
as their preſerver. 

Antony, who had been informed of the 
gallant manner in which he had acquitted 


| 


himſelf in his ſeveral conteſts with the Bar. 
barians, received Herod with every hon. 
ourable mark of friendſhip, eſteem and 
reſpect. Soon afterwards, the war waz 
concluded by Antigonus delivering up Sa- 


government of the province, and the com-$.: 
mand of the army, with orders to yield 
aſſiſtance to Herod, Antony departed into 
Egypt. Hereupon, Soſius diſpatched two 
legions to guard the king on his way to 
Judea, and immediately followed with the 
reſt of the army. 

During the above tranſactions, Joſeph 
loſt his life in Judea, in conſequence of his 
diſregard to the orders of Herod. Marching 


Boox xr 


moſata, Having appointed Soſius to the date, 


rrende 


molata, 


towards Jericho with his own troops and 


five companies belonging to Machærus, 
with a view of getting in the harveſt, Jo- 
ſeph took his ſtation upon the mountains. 
The greateſt part of the Roman army being 
newly raiſed in Syria, and none of them 
perfectly diſciplined, the enemy, taking 
advantage of their ſituation and inexperi- 
ence, attacked them by ſurprize, totally 
routed them, and cut ſix companies to 
pieces, Joſeph being ſlain, while courage- 


body of Joſeph being found, Antigonus or- 
dered the head to becut off; but for the 
redemption of the head of the general, his 


| brother Pheroras paid fifty talents. Soon 


afterwards an inſurrection took place in 
Galilee, during which as many of Herod's 
adherents as could be found were drowned 
in a lake by their enemies. Several other 
diſturbances took place in Judea ; and in 
the mean time, Machærus fortified the cal- 
tle of Gath. DF 
While at Daphne; near Antioch, Herod 
was informed of the ſucceſſive misfortunes 


that had occurred; but this news was the 
leſs ſurprſing on account of his having had 


ſeveral dreams predicting the death of his 
brother. Directing his rout towards Mount 
Libanus, Herod, - being then at the head 
of eight hundred men, was attacked by 
the enemy near Ptolemais in the night, 
but he defeated and forced them into their 
former quarters, and made preparations for 


aſſaulting the place next morning: but a 


ſtrong tempeſt arifing, his army was under 
the neceſſity of ſeeking ſhelter in the 
neighbouring villages. At his juncture an- 
other legion detatched by Antony arrived 
and this reinforcement ſo intimidated the 
garriſon, that they abandoned the place, and 
eſcaped by night. ; 

Impatient to avenge the death of his 
brother Joſeph, Herod haſtened to Jericho, 
where he invited the princes to a magni- 
ficent entertainment. His gueſts being 


departed, juſt as Herod had quitted the a- 
ö 'part- 


ouſly fighting at the head of his army. The! ag | 
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leaving the places, retired to ſeek for Pap- 


«the teath and ſhowers of ſtones, darts, and other wea- 


artment to retire to his bed-chamber, the 
roof of it ſuddenly fell in. The eſcape of 
the king from ſo eminent a danger was 
aſcribed to the interpoſition of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 1 0 
On the following day the enemy de- 
ſcended from the mountains, ſurprizing the 
Romans with a body of ſix thouſand men. 
The diſtreſs occaſioned hereby was very 
reat; they trampled down all oppoſition, 
and Herod himſelf was wounded in the 
fide by an arrow. Juſt after this, Antigon- 
us, as if boaſtful of his re fue. force, ſent 
Pappus, with a number of troops under his 
command, into Samaria ; and while he and 
Machzrus were conſidering which ſhould 
attack the other, Herod took poſſeſſion of 
five towns, put to the {word two thouſand 
men that were in garriſon in them, and 


pus, who had then made his encampment] 
at a place named Iſanas, where numbers of 
people from Jericho and Judea flocked to 
his ſtandard. Herod finding the enemy in 


a diſpoſition to decide the matter by arms, | 


a battle immediately enfued, in which he 
totally routed his opponents, amply reveng- 
ing the death of his brother, and puniſhing 
them in the very town to which they fled 
for ſanctuary. In an inſtant the houſes 
were crouded with ſoldiers from the to 
to the bottom, each ſeeking his own ſafety, 


pons conſtantly deſcending a dreadful 
ſlaughter was made. | | 
The broken troops now fled in ſuch 
numbers, and in ſuch wildneſs of diſorder, 
that if a furious tempeſt had not happened 
in the very juncture; the aſſailants, in the 
firſt zeal of conqueſt, would have marched 
directly to Jeruſalem, and put a ſpeedy ter- 


mination to the war : for at this eriod, | 


Antigonus was doubting if he ſhould not 
quit the city. The evening being far ad- 
vanced, Herod directed his ſoldiers to go to 
ſupper; and retreated to his own chamber, 
to take ſome neceſſary refreſhment after the 
battle: and now again he had a providen- 
tial-deliverance, no leſs ſingular than the 
former, Being in his bath, unattended but 
by one perfon, three ſoldiers; each with a 
drawn ſword in his hand, ruſhed into the 
room, croſſed it with great haſte, and went 

off by the oppoſite door. On enquiry it 

appeared that thefe men, during the rage 

of the battle, had concealed themſelves in| 
the houſe, in fear of the enemy; and now 
retired with all expedition, to ſave them- 
ſelves, without having any notion of doin 


— 


injury to the king, whom it would have 
been eaſily in their power to have put to 


death. Among the bodies of the ſlain was 
found that of Pappus, whoſe head Herod 
ordered to he cut off, and ſent it Pheroras, 
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| as a fort of conſolation for the death of his 


brother Joſeph, who had been lain by 
Pappus, while fighting af the head of his 


troops. 


battle was no ſooner over, than Herod 


fore, on that part of the city next the 
temple, which ſeemed the beſt place for a 
ſucceſsful attack. When bis engineers were 
ready, all proper materials provided, and 
he had given orders for the erecting of 
towers, and throwing up trenches and bul- 
warks about the place, he went to Samaria 
to eſpouſe Mariamne, daughter of Alex. 
ander, and grand child to Ariſtobulus, to 
whom, as we have already obſerved, he 
had been for ſome time affianced. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


Jag ſubdued. Antigonus put to death; 
he extinction of the Aſinonæ an race. 


C* OON after the nuptials af Herod and 

Mariamne, Soſius diſpatched a formid« 
able body of cavalry and infantry to Jeru- 
alem, and preſently afterwards followed, 
taking the road through Phœnicia. In the 


p||mean time, the king returned from Sa- 
maria, with about thirty thoufand men, 


and the troops being united, they advanced 
towards the north walls of the city, The 
army under the command of Herod: and 
Soſius was compoſed of fix thouſand horſe 
and eleven regiments of foot, excluſive of 
auxilaries from Sytia. g 
The defence was maintained with great 
bravery, the beſieged animating each other 
by frequently exclaiming, * The temple 
of the Lord.” In ordet to diſtreſs the aſ- 


fallying forth and ravaging the country ; 
and ſo active and reſolute were they in theſe 
incurſions as to leave very little for the ſuſ- 
tenance either of man or beaſt. To pre- 
vent as far as poſſible the inconveniencies 


ſtationed ambuſhes to annoy the enemy, and 
employed commiſſaries to proeure provi 
ons for the army ftom. diſtant parts. 8 
beſieged made ſeveral deſperate ſallies ſet- 
ting fire to ſuch of the works of the enemy 
as were compleated, as well as thoſe that 
were in hand: their courge was likewiſe ex- 
tremely conſpicuous when they advanced 


to fight hand to hand, being no ways inferior 
gi|to that of the Romans; though it muſt be 
confeſſed, that in experience and military 


knowledge, the advantage was very great- 
ly in favour of the latter. One wall was no 
ſooner thrown down, than immediately 
the beſieged ſupplied its place by a re- 


4 R trench- 


The confuſion occaſioned by the 3 | 


failants they ſeized every opportunity of 


threatened by theſe proceedings, Herod 
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marched his army towards Jeruſalem, and ſerufglem ar. 
ſtationed himſelf, as Pompey had done be- — 7 i 
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Herod takes 
Jeruſalem, 
and a dread- 
ful ſlaughter 
enſues, 


the tower, and threw himlclf at the feet of 


lower town, and the outer- quarter of the 
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trenchment that anſwered the end of an- 
other. When the beſiegers wrought one 
mine, the beſieged worked a counter-mine; 
and they repeatly met under ground, and 
fought while employed in this buſineſs; 
their actions were molt deſperate, and they 
become valiant through mere deſpair. At 
the time they were acting theſe wonders 
againſt an enemy without the walls, they 
were almoſt ſtarving within them, for want 
of neceſſaries; for this happened in the 
ſabhatical year, when it Was unlawful for 
them to cultivate the carth. At the endof 
forty days after the attack commenced, 
twenty gallant men mounted the firſt wall, 
and were followed by oe of Soſius's cen- 
turions. At the expiration of fifteen days 
from this time, the ſecond wall was taken, 


- pliſhed his end; for the victory he had al. 


and a number of the galleries round the 
temple ſet on fire, which circumſtance He- 
rod attributed to Antigonus, tv render him 
obnoxious in the eves of the people. The 


temple being taken, the Jews retired to 
the upper part of the city, and the middle 
of the temple : and apprehenſive that the 
Romans might interrupt them in offering 
up their daily prayers and ſacrifices, they 
ſent ambaſſadors ro Herod, to aſk permiſ- 
fion to bring in as many beaſts to the city 
as might be neceſſary for that ſervice. This 
requeſt, in the hope that it might have a 
conciliating effect upon them, Herod readily 
granted : but he ſoon diſcovered his error, 
for they appeared to be ſtill more zealous in 
the cauſe of Antigonus : on which Herod 
immediately attacked the city with his 
whole force, and made a conquelt of it by 
aſſault. The delay that had happened, and 
the oppoſition that had been made, ſo ex- 
aſperated the Romans, and the Jews in the 
ſervice of Herod were likewiſe ſo enraged- 
with thoſe of the oppoſite party, that they 
Jointly united to put all they met with to 
the (word, without diſtinction of ſex or 
age: and this was done equally in the ſtreets 


| were to be offered to him at the expence of 


| In anſwer to this Soſius faid, that it was a 


fers ſhould have the booty. 


(Book xi 
had degraded himſelf below the "dignity of 
manhood, calling him by the name of Ag. 
tigona, inftead of Antigonus, as if he had 
been a woman. But in the ſequel he was 
not treated like a woman; for Soſius di. 
rected that he ſhould be put in- irons, and 
a ſtrong guard placed over bim for ſecu- 
rity. | en 

Herod, however, had not yet accom. 
ready obtained over his enemies; was not 
attended with greater difficulties than he 
now experienced in keeping his own people 
in ſubjection. The forces which he had 
hired crouded in immenſe numbers, and 
were extremely 1mportunate, to get into 
the temple, and even into the very ſanctu- 
ary ; to prevent which Herod was obliged 
to exert all his authority, and to have re. 
cout ſe to force, as well as to fair words and 
threatenings. In fact, he would have been 
more eſſentially injured by his ſucceſs, than 
even by a defeat, if he had indulged the 
curioſity of the riotous multitude ſo far as 
to expoſe to their ſight the ſacred and ve- 
nerable myſteries of religion. He like. 
wiſe argued and reaſoned with Sofius, to 
prevent the ſoldiers from indulging their 
rage for plunder, murder, and devaſtation; 
repreſenting, that if they continued to ra- 
vage and deſtroy, as they had hitherto 
done, the Romans would find in the end, 
that inſtead of having a people to govern, 
he would be a king of a deſart: he added, 
that if the ſovereignty of the whole world 


ſo much blood, he would not accept of it. 


matter of courſe, an act of juſtice, and 
agreeable to general practice, that when 
any place was taken by aſſault, the ſoldi- 
Herod in re- 
ply told him that, as far as the ſoldiers 
had any intereſt in the matter, he would 
himſelf compound with them for the plun- 
der, and pratify them to the utmoſt of 


and houſes; nor was the temple itſelf any 
longer a ſanctuary to thoſe who ſought for 
refuge in it, The ſcene of blood and 
ſlaughter that now enſued exceeds all de- 
ſcription. The ſoldiers, tranſported to the 
higheſt degree of fury and revenge, were 
implacable in their reſentment, and paid 
not the leaſt regard to the rights of humani- 
ty: Herod, however, did all that was in 
his power, by entreaty and authority, to put 
a ſtop to the carnage; but all his orders 
and per ſuaſions paſſed equally unheeded. 

W ben things had arrived at this extremi- 
ty ot diſtreſs, Antigonus, in debaſement of 
his former regal character, deſcended from 


Soſius; but, to far from taking pity on his 
mistortunes, Soſius treated him as one who | 


their wiſhes; and this he accordingly did; 
for he made it a point of honour and con- 
ſcience to be true to his engagements. In a Hero's un 
word, he behaved in fo liberal manner tom. 
the common ſoldiers, gave the officers ſuch 
ſuperior gratuities, and made ſo many ac- 
knowledgments, attended with ſumptuous 
preſents, to Sofius, that he wholly redeem- 
ed the city, and in the end, all parties ap- 
peared perfectly ſatisfied. | 
This event took place in the 18 5th olym- 
piad, in the third month, and on the day 
of a ſolemn faſt, being the anniverſary ot 
the taking of the city by Pompey, twenty- 
leven years before: happening likewite, 
when Marcus Agrippa and Canidius Gallus 
were conſuls. 


ors SES 


All things being thus ſettled, Soſius de- 
dicated 
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Jicated 4 golden crown to God, and then 
departed to Jeruſalem, and took with him 
his priſoner Antigonus, in chains, to pre- 
ſent him to Antony. Herod now began to 
entertain an idea, that it was poſſible An- 
tony would not put the priſoner to death; 


might be deemed a ſufficient forfeiture of all 
his pretenſions; yet that his fon, who was 
perfectly inoffenfive, might be admitted to 
the ſucceſſion, and no advantage taken of 
the innocent for the crime of 'the 4 ilty. 


but that, When he ſhould appear at Rome, 
he might appeal to the ſenate on the le- 


Herod becoming very uneaſy with the 
weight of theſe reflections, he bribed An- 
tony; with a conſiderable ſum of money 


gality of his claim to the government; and to cauſe Antigonus to be privately put to 
as Antigonus was of the blood royal, and] death. 


Herod himſelf but of vulgar extraction, he | By the death of Antigonus the Aſmone- 


was exccedingly doubtful what might be || an line became extinct. This family was 
the iſſue. It occurred to him that Anti- in poſſeſſion of the government one hundred 
gonus might inſinuate, that as he had been 


and twenty-ſix years; and was celebrated 
in arms againſt the Romans, he could not] for the eminent ſervices it had rendered 


expect the reſtitution of the regal dignity the public. 
in his own perſon, as his actual offences | 
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Porty-fioe of the adherents to Antigonus put to death. Antizonus beheaded. 
SH F&RYSEROD made a very liberal 


tizens as had eſpouſed his 
cauſe, and on the contrary, wo 
* moſt daily conſigned to deat 

Mee get ſome of tos who had op- 
poſed his advancement to the ſovereignty of 
Judea. In gratitude for the ſervices he had re- 
ceived from them in the circumſtanceof their 
adviſing Antigonus to admit him into the city 
at the timeof the ſiege, Herod took Pollio, 
thePhariſee, and his diſciple Sameas into his 


| J proviſion for ſuch of the ci- 
iH 5 


particular favour, This was the ſame Pol- 
lio*, who, on a former occaſion, when He- 


rod was examined before Hyrcanus, and the 
reſt of the judges, told them that the time 
was advancing when that man whom they 
were ſecking to diſcharge, ſhould ruin them; 
and in the event this prediction was wholly 
verified, 

Herod had no ſooner taken poſſeſſion of 
the city; than he gave orders for the collec- 
tion of all the royal furniture, together with 
ſuch valuable treaſure, in gold, filver, and 


In the XVIIth chapter, of the XIVth book, 
this is (aid of Sameas, not of Pollio. 


TR RL 


effects, as had been ſecreted by the more 
wealthy of the citizens; and this he direct- 
ed to be conveyed to the palace, and out 
of it made a moſt ſumptuous preſent to 
Antony, gratifying with the remainder 
ſuch friends and adherents as had been moſt 
faithful to his intereſt, He now gave or- Herod mike 
ders that forty-five of the moſt zealous preſents w | 
friends of Antigonus ſhould be put to death, oY 


and directed that a guard ſhould be placed friends of 
at their doors while the bodies were brought "2949 


: be put to 
out, which guard was allo to ſee that no- death. 


thing elſe was conveyed away: and if any 


gold or filver was diſcovered, it ſhould be 
immediately produced to the king : ſo that, 


to be ſubjected to a neceſſitous prince, 


| | chains: 


in fact, the vanquiſhed ſaw no end to their 
misfortunes. They were unhappy enough 


whoſe avarice was ſo great, that all their 
earthly poſſeſſions were too little to gratily 
it. This happened likewiſe, during their 
ſabbatical year, when their wants could 
not be ſupplied by the cuſtomary produce 
of the harveſt. : 
At this time Antigonus was a Pri- 
ſoner to Antony, who had an intention of 
gracing his triumph by exhibiting him in 
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chains : but hearing that the Jews began || 
to be mutinous, and to favour Antigonus, 
from the antipathy they had conceived to 


an ambaſſador to Phraates, commiſſioning 
him to deliver valuable preſents, and pay 


all poſſible reſpe&, in behalf of Hyrcanus, - 
Herod, he immediately gave orders for his|| whom he eſteemed his friend and patron. 


being beheaded at Antioch, as the moſt Now the whole of this conduct appeared 
likely method to appeaſe the paſſions of the to be dictated by hypocriſy ; for Herod being 
people. This event is mentioned by Strabo|| a prince not only ſuſpicious and artful, but 
in the following terms : | knowing that he had uſurped the dominion, 

« Antigonus, king, of the Jews, being|| thought.it a point of prudence to ſecure 
conveyed by Antony priſoner to Antioch, || himſelf againſt every viciffitude of fortune; 
he there ordered his head to be cut off: and on this principle, deemed it good 
being the firſt king ever put to death in this policy to get Hyrcanus into his cuſſody, or 
manner by the Romans: but this much he || to cauſe his deſtruction; which laſt cir- 
could acknowledge in his juſtification, that || cumſtance happened, as will appear in the 
while Antigonus was living, the Jews would || ſequel. 13 45 
never acknowledge Herod for their king: At length 
and, in fact, the veneration they had for 
their former prince was fo great, that no 
degree of puniſhment would prevail upon 
them to acknowledge Herod as a king, even 
in name: he, however, propoſed to him- 
ſelf, by this ignominious puniſhment, to 
deſtroy the reputation and inſult the memo- 
ry of Antigonus, while he conciliated the 
affections of the people to himſelf.“ 


Phraates, gave a diſmiſſion HY: 
to Hyrcanus, whom 995 Jews in Babylon inn en 
having ſupplied with money, and all other Hyrcanus. 
neceſſaries for his journey, he repaired to 
Jeruſalem. Herod aſſigued him the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed place ar all public meetings 
and entertainments ; called him, and treat- 
ed him as his father, and in all other te- 
ſpects behaved in ſuch a manner that not 
the ſmalleſt reaſon appeared to juſtify a ſuſ- 
picion of his ſincerity. RE 
In the common opinion, nothing ſeem- 
. | . 1 ed to be now wanting to the confirmation 
After obtaining his liberty, Hyrcanus || of Hyrcanus in the office of high-prieſt, 
generouſly received by Herod, Ananel pro- but Herod's too great ſolicitude on the oe- 
moted to the office of higb-prieſt. Herod caſion; which gave riſe to a diſſenſion in 
accuſes Alexandra of conſpiring with Cleo- the family, of a moſt dangerous nature, 
patra. Ananel depoſed and Ariſtobulus || Herod however, determined that no man 
advanced to the prigſi bood. of diſtinguiſhed extraction ſhould be pro- 
3 : 8 | | moted to the office of high-prieſt, ſent to 
FN conſideration of his illuſtrious deſcent, || Babylon for Ananel, a perſon of inferior de- 
Phraates king of Parthia, ordered Hyr- |} gree, and cauſed him to be promoted to that 
ceanus to be relieved from his chains, and || diſtinguiſhed honour, The wife of Hyr- 
permitted to be at large, on condition that || canus was Alexandra, the widow of Alex- 
he ſhould not go beyond the limits of the ander, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, by whom 
city of Babylon. Upon being informed || ſhe had a fon, likewiſe called Ariſtobulus, 
of the advancement of Herod to the ſove- after his grandfather, and a daughter 
reignty, he became extremely defirous of || named Mariamne, married to Herod, who 
viſiting that Prince, who he imagined would || was .a woman of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
make every poſſible acknowledgment for || beauty. Now Alexandra was exceeding- Herod ap- 
having been the preſerver both of his life l) concerned at this flight being put ar gon wt 
and honour, as we have before mentioned. on her family; fince, as ſhe had a ſon liv- LE” 
But upon conſulting his friends, they ad-|| ing, ſhe thought the office of high - prieſt bigh-prieft, 
viſed him againſt undertaking the pro- || ought not to be given to a ſtranger ; and 
poſed journey: but their arguments were || hereupon ſhe employed a certain muſician 
not ſufficient to induce him to decline his || to carry a letter to Cleopatra, requeſting 
intention of reviſiting his native country. || that ſhe would ſolicit Antony to beſtow 
At this period too it happened that Hyrcan- || the pontificate upon her ſon ;, but no re- 
us was invited, by a letter from Herod, to gard was paid to this ſolicitation, It hap- 
repair to him, and take his ſhare in the pened at this juncture, that Gellius, a con- 
government: this letter defired him to re-|| fidential friend of Antony, being in Judea 
queſt Phraates, and the Jews his brethren, || on buſineſs reſpecting his own affairs, ſaw 
not to deny him a ſatisfaction which he|| Ariſtobulus and Mariamne, whom hedeem- 
ſo much coveted ; intimating that this was ed to be two of the moſt beautiful and 
the period when he had the faireſt oppor- graceful perſons that had ever exiſted, 
tunity of teſtifying his gratitude to the man || Hereupon he paid many compliments to 
to whom he was indebted for his life and || Alexandra, on having had the happineſs to 
advancement, Nor did Herod's entreaties]| give birth to two ſuch wonderful inſtances 
thus end: for he diſpatched Saramalla as of human perfection, and perſuaded her to 
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Herod ſoli- 
cited to give 
the pontifi- 
cate to Ariſ- 
tobulus. 


9 promoting him to the office of high- prieſt, 


Antony to remove him 


done before, but that he was not of an age 
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fend Antony a perſent of each of their 
pictures, as the moſt likely method to ſuc 
ceed jn any requeſt ſhe had to make to him. 
In conſequence of this advice the ſent the 

ictures: and Gellius, who wiſhed to in- 
| a Antony with a paſſion for Mariamne, 
greatly exceeded the truth in his report of 
the beauty of their perſons. To ſend for 


the wife of a prince with whom he lived 


i 


upon terms of friendſhip, Antony conſidered 
as inconſiſtent with the laws of honour ; 
nor was he diſpoſed to offer offence to 
Cleopatra. Antony at this time wrote to 
Herod, ſignifying a deſire of receiving a 
viſit from Ariſtobulus, a fine youth of a- 


bout fifteen or ſixteen years of age. Kno. 


ing Antony to be addicted to the gratifica- 
tion of a deteſtable paſſion, and that he was 
accuſtomed to exert his power in the perpe- 
tration of his enormities, Herod declined 
ſending the royal youth, ſignifying to An- 
tony, that the Jews were ſo inclined to ſe- 
ditious practices, and ſo fond of the idea of a 
new king, that the departure of Ariſtobulus 
would inevitably be tollowed by a rebel- 
lion. 5 
Herod deemed it prudent to preſerve an 
appearance of freindſhip forAriſtobulus and 
Alexandra. His wife was extremely ur- 
gent with him to do juſtice to her brother 
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the duties whereof would aſſuredly prevent 
his going to Antony. Hereupon, Herod 
put an extraordinary project in execution. 
Having ſummoned a meeting of his friends, 


he accuſed Alexandra of having engaged in 
a conſpiracy againſt him, and endeavour- 
ing, by means of 3 to induce 

rom the govern- 
ment, preparatory to the advancement of 
her ſon, in which, he ſaid, ſhe could not 
ſucceed without degrading her daughter: 
but in proof of his reſpect towards his mo- 
ther-in-law, and every branch of her fa- 
mily, he was willing- immediately to con- 
fer the dignity of the office of high-prieſt 
upon Ariſtobulus, which he would have 


to undertake ſo important a charge at the 
time of Ananel's appointment. This ad- 
dreſs was calculated to amuſe the women 
ahd the council; and it ſo much affected 
Alexandra, that, burſting into tears, ſhe 
expreſſed her concern at being ſuſpected of 


a deſign ſhe had never concęived; ſaying, 
if the promotion of her ſon to the throne, 


Had been propoſed, ſhe would have abſo- 
17580 91. $508 37 iet DODGE 1 Od 
lately rejected it, being. no farther ſolicit- 
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ons tor his advancement, than was conſilt- 
ent with her own honour and the dignity 


of her family. She acknowledged that 


Herod had behaved towards ber with a de. 
| / 


His Nation, requeſting, that if, through 
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gree of generohity, becoming the dignity of 
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declar ing, | that ſhe would thenccforward 
conduct herſelf with, perfect loyalty and obe= 


[| 
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too nice a ſenſe of honofir, ſhe had offend- 
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ed, he would grant, her LS pardon, and 


dience. This copceſſion appeared to put 
an end to all animoſity ; and they parted + 
with mutual expreſſions of friendſhip. 


CHAP, II. 


Ananel depoſed. Alexandra invited to ac- 
company ber ſon into Egypt. Their eſcape 
is prevented ; and by the contrivance of 


Herod, Ariſtobulus is drowoned, 
ROD now depoſed: Ananel from the 


'JE 
Tce of blah. prick:  Ananel was a 
toreigner deſcended from thoſe Jews who 
had been formerly, carried captives by the 
\ſTyrians beyond the river Euphrates, leve- 
ral thouſands of which captives went to re- 
fide at Babylon. Ananel, however was de- 
ſcended from the line of the prieſthood, and 
ad been an old friend of Herod, who, on 
his adyaiicement to the regal dipnity, made 
him high-prieſt, and now depoſed him, in 
order to procure peace in his family, This 
proceeding, however, was contrary to law; 
for the office of high prieſt having been 
once regularly conferred, ought: to remain 
with the party for life. This rule was firſt 
violated by. Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
placed his brother Onias in the office, hav- 
ing removed Joſhua for that purpoſe. In 
the ſecond inſtance, Ariſtobulus . ſet aſide 
Hyrcanus, and took on himſelf the dignity. 
And in the third inſtance, we find the law 
in this reſpect tranſgreſſed by Herod, 

The intention of this procecding appear- 
ed to have been,a regard to a0 ee peace; 
but the event will ſhew, that the reconci- 
liation which ſeemed to have taken place 
was by no means fincere ; for Herod was im- 
preſſed with the idea, that Alexandra would 
not remain quiet any longer than till ſhe 
could find a freſh opportunity of giving 
farther , trouble.  Couvinced in his own 
mind that this was the fact, he gave orders 
that ſhe ſhould be confined to her palace, 
and iſſued his injunctions that ſhe ſhould 
never intereſt herſelf in public concerns. 
Excluſive of this, he appointed ſo many 
zerſons to watc over every part of her con- 
duct, that all her actions wefe immediately 


reported tq the king. 1 

| Aexalidei, being a woman of ſtrong Alexandn 
underſtanding, and, of a high ſpirit could comin 
not tamely brook. the indignities that Bag ED 
been put upon her from an ungrounded ſuſ- 
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picion; and therefore ſhe wrote to Cleo- 
patra, ſtating her whole caſe, and ſolicit- 
ing her advice and aſEſtance. la conſe- 
quence of this application, Cleopatra per- 
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Tuaded her to attempt to eſcape with her 


— 


IVE — 


— 


ſpies appoints 
ed to obſerve] 
her condudt. 


| 


| ſon 


„.] 
von into Egypt, where protection ſhould be 
afforded them. This advice being approv- 
ed; Alexandra provided two coffins in which 
che and her ſon were to be carried on board 
a ſhip that was ready for failing for Egypt, 


oy ſome domeſtics, in whom ſhe repoſed | 


great confidence. A ſervant to Alexandra, 
named Eſop, incautiouſly mentioned the 
particulars of the intended eſcape to Sabbi- 
oh, not ſuppoſing him to be ignorant of the 
deſign. Sabbion was conſidered as a ſteady 
friend to Alexandra, and a bitter enemy to 
Herod, and he was ſuſpected to have been 
concerned in the plot for taking away the 
life of Antipater by poiſon. This man, 
with a view to ingratiate the favour of the 
king, communicated to him all that Eſop 
had related in regard to Alexandra and her 
ſon, to whom Herod offered to give no in- 
terruption till the project was on the point 
of being carried into effect, when he cauſ- 
ed them. to be taken into cuſtody, How- 
ever, he offered no ſeverity to Alexandra 
on account of this attempt, leſt through 
the influence of Cleopatra, Antony ſhould 
be exaſperated againſt him: but he ſecret- 
ly determined to take away the life of her 
ſon in ſuch a manner as ſhould not be likely 
to expoſe him to ſuſpicion. 

On occaſion of the feaſt of the tabernacles 
Ariſtobulus, who was then in the eighteenth 
year of his age, being cloathed in the pon- 
tifical veſtments, repaired to the temple in 
order to diſcharge the functions of his holy 
office, and while employed in that duty, 
the gracefulneſs of his perſon and deport- 
ment, and the dignity of mind that was 
apparent in his countenance, attracted the 
admiration of all the ſpectators, who could 
not refrain from expreſſing their affection 
and eſteem by offering up prayers for his 
proſperity, and acknowledging the great 
obligations they were under to his illuſtri- 
ous family, The commendations beſtow- 
ed by the people upon Ariſtobulus inflamed 
the envy and jealouſy of Herod, and deter- 
mined him to accelerate the deſtruction of 
the youth. 

After the feſtival, Herod went to Jericho 


to accept of a treat given by Alexandra, and 


there, as in point of compliment to Ariſ- 
tobulus, he took him apart from the com- 
pany, to take a ſhare in his diverſions and 
recreations. 


for any conſiderable degree of exerciſe, they 


number of fiſh-ponds in which ſeveral of 
their friends and dependants were bathing. 
Herod now prevailed on Ariſtobulus to 


make one of the party, and the latter, tak-- 


ing his advice, jumped into the water; when 
ſeveral of Herod's agents, who had been pur- 
poſely ſtationed for that buſineſs, began to 
plunge and play with him in the water, 


As the weather was too hot || 


| 


BY FLavius JosfrPHUS: 


under pretence of divetſion only; fo that at 
length they kept him down till he was 


drowned. Thus ended the life of Ariſto- 
bulus, in the firſt year of his prieſtly office 
and the eighteenth of his age. 


Ariſtobulus 
es drowned by 
Herod im- the contriv- 


mediately reftored . Ananel to his former auge of He. 


dignity. 

This tragical event was no ſooner known 
to the women, than univerſal deſpair, ſeem- 
ed to take place: the lamentations exceeded 
all deſcription , and the ſorrow was be- 
yond all bounds. The loſs was deemed 


a general one; the whole city was in tears, 


on the occafion, and every. family ſeemed 
to ſhare the common diſtreſs. Alexandra, 
however, was the principal mourner; and 
it was no ſmall aggravation of her misfor- 
tune, thatthough ſhe was convinced of the 
baſe deſign to which her fon had fallen a 
ſacrifice, ſhe was compelled to ſilence, in 
the fear of more fatal conſequences. Her 
deſpair, however, was ſuch, that ſhe was 
frequently tempted to deſtroy, herſelf; but 
{till ſhe reſtrained every effort of her paſſion 


in the hope that if ſhe could but ſurvive 


her preſent reſentment of the horrid murder 
of her ſon, and conceal her knowledge of 
the real author of the crime, ſhe might live 
to ſee a juſt vengeance fall on his head. 
On this principle ſhe behaved as if ſhe had 
been a ſtranger to what had really happen- 
ed while Herod exerted all his addreſs to 
convince the public that he was totally in- 


nocent ; and he affected the character of 


a real mourner with ſo much art, that but 
little ſuſpicion was entertained of his guilt. 
It has been deemed doubtful whether, partly 
from motives of humanity, and partly from 
the influence of conſcience, he might not 
be conſidered as a true penitent, for hay- 
ing ſpilt the blood of ſo accompliſhed and 
noble a youth ; but, on the other hand, it 
is ſaid that the death of the one was thought 


neceſſary for the ſecurity of the other. By 


the order of Herod, the remains of Aril- 
tobulus were interred with great pomp and 
magnificence. 


CHAP. IV; 


Cleopatra urges Antony to avenge the mur 


der of Ariſtobulus. Herod being ſummoned ' 
to appear before Antony, he directs Faſeph 


to kill Mariamne, if he ſhould himſelf be 


put to death for the murder of Ariſtobul- 
retreated to a cool ſhade, adjacent to a 


us. He becomes jealous of Mariamne, 
and cauſes Foſeph to be flain. Alexandra 
impriſoned. The baſeneſs of Cleopatra. 


A LEXANDRA diſpatched to Cleo- 
patra an account of the perfidious 
manner in which her ſon had been deſtroy- 


ed by Herod; and ſhe was extremely urs 


gent with Antony to execute vengeance 
upon 


rod, who re- 
ſtores Ananel. 


£ 
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to the throne, and was in fact the uſurper 


ed, after having committed ſo violent an 


Herod order - djcea, and ordered Herod to attend him 


ed to attend 
Antony, re- 
ſpeQing the 


death of Ariſ- he refuſed to obey this order, force would 


tobulus. 


words were interpreted by the women, not 


caſe he ſhould be put to death. 
place, propagated by ſome who wiſhed ill 
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upon the murderer ;- reprefenting to him 
the atrociouſneſs of the crime itſelf, and 
how derogatory it would be to him to per- 
mit a man, who he himſelf had advanced 


of the right of another, to eſcape unpuniſh- 


outrage upon the legal heir to the ſove- 
reignty. At length, Antony went to Loa- 


there, in order for making enquiry in the 
death of Ariſtobulus. Conſcious that if 


be employed to compel his attendance, he 
departed for Loadicea, after entruſting 
the government to his uncle Joſeph, and 
ſtrictly enjoining him, if Antony ſhould 
ut him to death, immediately to execute 
the ſame fate upon Mariamne ; for he had 
ſo great an affection for his wife, that the 
idea of another man poſſeſſing her after his 
death was intolerable. He reflected that 
upon the report of her uncommon perſonal 
attractions, Antony was deſirous of getting 
her into his power, and that her beauty 
had in a great meaſure been the cauſe of his 
preſent misfortunes. 
Joſeph, during his adminiſtration, took 
the utmoſt care of the truſt committed to 
his charge ; and often waited on Mariamne 
partly through reſpect, and partly on affairs 
of buſineſs. While they were in conver- 
fation, Joſeph uſed frequently to ſpeak of 
Herod, as one of the moſt fond and tender 
huſbands in the world. The women ſeem- 
ed to wonder at the ſtrangeneſs of this aſ- 
ſertion, particularly Alexandra : but Joſeph 
in the zeal of his heart to aſcertain that 
character of which he had ſpoken ſo high- 
ly, unintentionally betrayed the ſecret he 
was intruſted to have kept ; arguing as an' 
undoubted proof of Herod's affection, that 
as he found himſelf unable to live without 
his wife, he was determined that the 
| would not be parted even in death. Theſe 


as a proof of Herod's love, but as a reſolu- 
tion that they ſhould not long ſurvive, in 


A report now became prevalent in the 


to the king, that Antony had firit ordered 
Herod to be put to the torture, and then 
doomed him to death. The whole court 
was alarmed at this news, and the women 
in particular ; whereupon Alexandra entreat- 
ed Joſeph to take them with him, and ſeek 
protection of the Roman legions command- 
ed by Julius, which was then quartered in 
the ſuburbs. She urged, that if any diſ- 
turbance ſhould happen in the palace, the 
Romans would provide for their ſafety ; 
and that if Mariamne could have but an 


ſaid Antony, would be no longer kings, if 


opportunity of appealing to Antony, he 
would not refuſe her any favour ſhe could 
aſk, even though ſhe were to ſolicit the 
poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, and all the 
royal privileges attendant thereon. 

During the conſideration that took place 
on this affair, letters were received from 
Herod, which proved the fal ſhood of the 
late report: and by them it appeared, that 
Herod no ſooner attended Antony, than by 
obliging language, and the effects of pre- 
ſents, he ſo far engaged him in his intereſt, 
that the power of Cleopatra to do him 
injury ſeemed to be at an end. * Kings, 


they were to be accountable for their pro- 
ceedings : it is their privilege that their ac- 
tions ſhould paſs unqueſtoned ; and Cleopa- 
tra would give an inſtance of her prudence, 
if ſhe would ſeek leſs to pry into the arcana 
of government,” 

The letters from Herod alſo contained a 
particular account of tne honours he had 
received from Antony; mentioning that 
he had invited him to his council and ſo- 
lemn feaſts, notwithſtanding all the detrac- 
tions of Cleopatra, whom he repreſented as 
having a deſign on the government, exclu- 
ſive of her endeavours to injure him. But 
he ſaidthat Antony was a princeof integrity 
and honour, and his friends might ſoon ex- 
pect his return to reſume poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, which would be effectually ſe- 
cured to him, together with the continued 
friendſhip of Antony, who had made Cleo- 
patra a preſent of the country of Cale. 
Syria, on the condition that ſhe would 
never trouble him again on the affairs of 
Judea. 

The conſequence of theſe letters was, 
that the deſign they had of putting them- 
ſelves under the protection of the Romans, 
was ſet aſide: but the plan had not been 
conducted ſo ſecretly, but that Herod had 
ſome intimation of it; and as ſoon as An- 
tony was gone on an expedition againſt the 
Parthians he was informed of the whole 
affair by his mother and his ſiſter Salome. 
The latter proceeded ſo far as to accuſe Jo- 
ſeph, her huſband, of being engaged in 
an intrigue with Mariamne : but this 
| charge aroſe from an animoſity ſhe en- 
tertained againſt Mariamne, who during a 
diſpute with her expreſſed ſome inſinuati- 
ons reſpecting the meanneſs of her birth. 
The ſuppoſed incontinency of his wife, ſo 
exaſperated Herod, that it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty he could reſtrain his paſ- 
ſion within the bounds of moderation: but 
upon more cool deliberation, he took his 
wife aſide, and ſtrictly queſtioned her re- 
ſpecting her pretended intimacy with Jo- 


|{eph. She inſiſted that ſhe was unjuſtly 


| ac 


Wn 
. | 
accuſed 3 and the ſeverity of Herod gradual- | 


Wt his fury. But he cauſed Joſeph to be im- 
= A mediately put to death, not allowing him 
the opportunity to ſpeak in his own vindi- 


to be deſtroyed, while ſhe was engaged in her 
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ly abating, he abſolved her from all ſuſpi- 
cion, and earneſtly ſolicited her forgiveneſs 
for having, through raſhneſs and inconſi- 
deration, given credit to arumour ſo highly 
injurious to her chaſtity. The more doubt 
ſhe ſeemed to entertain of Herod's affection, 
the more:anxious was he to afford teſti- 
monies of his regard. At length the ex- 
claimed. Surely you gave an indubitable 
proof of your eſteem in ordering your inno- 
cent wife to be lain; in caſe you ſhould; 
have met the fate yeu expected. Theſe! 
words were no ſooner pronounced, than 
ſtarting from her embrace, in a phrenſy of 
jealouſy and rage, he deelared he was now. 
perfectly convinced of her treachery ; for 
nothing but the confidence ariſing from an 
illicit intercourſe could have induced Jo- 
ſeph to divulge a ſecret entruſted to him 
under the moſt ſolemn injunctions of fide- 
lity. In the impetuoſity of Eis rage, He- 
rod was on the point of putting his wife to 
death, but returning love reſcued her from 


cation. Conſidering Alexandra as the cauſe - 
of the miſchief that had ariſen; he direct- 
ed her to be cloſely impriſon ed!!! 


At this period there were great commo- 
tions in Syria, ariſing from the conduct and 
intrigues of Cleopatra, who had now an 
abſolute aſcendant over Antony, which ſhe 
made uſe of to produce very miſchievous 
conſequences :' ſhe. was perpetually exaſ- 
perating him againſt ſome men of rank in 


| » 
S JOSEPHUS. ,, 


|was lo ſolicitous to urge Antony to deprive 


ti 


emolument: and, in fact, ſhe had no ſooner 
entered Syria with him, than ſhe began to 
concert how ſhe might, make herſelt miſ- 
treſs of the whole country. She procur- 


to death, on the retence that he. was a 
friend to, the Parthians, without aſſigning 
any other cauſe. . She ſolicited and obtain- 
ed of Antony, the countries of Arabia and 
Judea, in injury of the kings who were 
the legal poſſeſſors. Antony, in a word, 
was ſo very much devoted to the humour 
of this woman, that he appeared to be al- 
moſt faſcinated with, her charms z yet ſome 
of her demands were ſo . extremely. enor- 
mous and illiberal, that there was, no poſ= 
fibility of his complying with, them, with- 


out publicly declaring himſelf the ſlave of a 


woman of abandoned character. In a word, 
being unwilling, on the one hand, to diſ- 
oblige her by the refuſal. of any of her re- 
queſts ; and, on the other, equally aſhamed 
publicly to announce himſelf ber flave by 
complying. with all her demands, however 
unreaſonable, he took a middle courſe of con- 
duct, by aſſigning to her uſe certain parts of 
both provinces, together with all the cities 


Sidon alone excepted, which had been al- 


ways accounted free: yet theſe donations, 


liberal as they were, did not preyent' her 
ſoljciting Antony, in the moſt earneſt man- 
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his dominions, till ſhe had prevailed on 
him to take their governments from them; 
and then ſhe got them appropriated to her 
own uſe. In a word, het ambition and 
avarice were ſo extravagant, that ſne made 
no ſcruple of any thing which might be 
productive of her own advantage. One of 
her firſt flagitious crimes was to procure the 
deſtruction of her brother, a youth near 
fifteen years of age, and who was next heir 
to the throne. She cauſed her ſiſter Arſinoë 


devotions, in the temple of Diana, at Ephe- 
ſus. Neither ſanctuaries, temples, nor ſe- 
pulchres, eſcaped the rage of her avarice, 
where ſhe conceived that any thing might 
be obtainedby a facrilegious violation of 
them. She conſulted no, meaſures of right 
or equity, nor made diſtinction between 


things' ſacred and profane, ſo that her own P 


advantage might be promoted. In,a word 


3 


this woman, was ſo loſt in pride, vanity, 


— 


Cleopatra attempts to ' inſpire | Herod with 
love. His deſign of putting ber death 
being oppoſed by his friends; be accom- 
panies her on her way to Egypt. Antony 
 canquers Armenia, and makes-various pre- 
ſents 'to Clesp ass.. 
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(DLEOPATRA atehded Aitony'n hi 
A way into Armenia as far as the river 
Euphrates, and returning towards Judea by 


. 


met by Herod, who conducted himſelf to- 


on, and enteted into a treaty with her for 
the purchaſe of the revenue of Arabia and 
Jericho, which had been aſſigned her by 
Antony. The latter country. is famous for 
roducing vaſt quantities of balfam, the 
moſt precious of all gums, and the fineſt 
alm trees in the world. Cleopatra prac- 


and voluptuouſneſs, that the poſſeſſion of 
the whole world would have even been inſuf- 
ficient to gratify the unbounded exuberance 


ticed all thoſe artifices and ſtratagems of 
whieh ſhe was à conſummate miſtreſs, in 
order toe ſeduce Herod into an illicit inter- 


of her paflions- This being her diſpoſition courſe with her. Though he Knew her to 


it is not much to be wondered at that ſhe 


be a woman of alaſcivious temper, vet: 
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others of what ſhe intended for her o- n 


ed Lyſanius, the ſon of Ptolemy, to be put 


from the river Eleuthetus toEgypt, Tyre and 


the way of Apamia and Damaſcus, ſhe'was 


wards her with great reſpect and diſtincti- 
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rod ſuſpected the overttires ſhe had made tb 

bea mere pretext for facilitating ſome infidi- 

odus project; and being highly diſguſted 
Heroddeſigus With the Ape licentiouſneſs of her behavi- 
to put Cleo. our, he formed the deſign of putting her to 


Beach. but js death, whereby he ſhould afford ſome ſa- 
diſſuaded tisfaction to thoſe ſhe injured, and ſecure 
from that Others from the dangerous effects of her 
meaſure. artifices z and he ſuppoſed, that by this 
meaſure he ſhould render an eſſential ſer- 
vice to Antony, who, he was perſuaded, 
ſhe would not ſcruple to betray whenever 
her infidelity might 1 likely to pro- 
mote her advantage: but his friends repre- 
ſented the procedure as highly dangerous, 
in as much, that ſo great an affront migbt 
not only provoke the diſpleaſure and re- 
ſentment of Antony, but alſo involve the 
royal family and the whole kingdom in tu- 
mult, confofich and danger. Yielding to 
their arguments and perſuaſions, Herod 
diſguiſed his ſentiments, and having made 
the queen conſiderable preſents, accompani- 
ed her on her way to Egypt. | 
Antony ſub- At this time Antony was ravaging the 
dues Arme- country of Armenia; and having made 
nia, and com- 2 f 
pliments Priſoners of Artabazes, the ſon of Tigranes, 
Cleopatra and ſome of the princes, his ſons, he ſent 
with priſoners 


them into Egypt, as preſents to Cleopatra, 
together with immenſe quantities of valu- 
able treaſure, of which he had made cap- 
ture. Artabazes was ſucceeded in the go- 
vernment by his eldeſt fon Artaxais, whom 
fear had induced to leave the country on 
the firſt commencement of the war : but 
he had not been long in poſſeſſion of this 
new dignity before he was deprived of it 
by Archelaus, and the emperor Nero, who 
promoted Tigranes, the youngeſt brother of 
the family, to reign in his ſtead. 

Herod punctually paid the revenues of 
the country which Antony had affigned to 
Cleopatra, conſidering it ill-policy to pro- 

voke the enmity of a woman with whom 


and preſents, 


it was manifeſtly his intereſt to live upon 
Theſe revenues the Ara- 


terms of amity. 
bians for ſome time regularly paid to Herod, 
railing annually the ſum of two hundred 
talents : but their contributions at length 
decreaſed to leſs than half that amount. 


HAP. VI. 


Auguſtus and Antony become competitors for | 
the empire. The Yews defeat the Ara- 


bians. Athenion attacks the Jeuis by 
 feerprize, and gains a complete victory over 


was ſtrongly. diſpoſed to chat 


tiſe the Arabians for their 


= 
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'* Two hündfed Jewiſh talents weighed twenty | 


two thouſand eight hundred and twWelve pounds, fix | 
vunces ; and their value in filyer-amounted to ſixty 
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tod, had remained, during the late battle, 
in a kind of neutrality, having his forces 
12 "£990 fla 


þ 
4 


| 


| faith in refuſing to pay the ſtipulated taxes | 


marched to the affiſtance of his friend and 
| patron + but not having occaſion for an 


and confident that the army was in the 
beſt condition poſſible for battle, Herod's 
| troops were ſo impatient to engage as to 


the ardour and alacrity of his ſoldiers, He- 


ever made a flight reſiſtance, but foon after 
the firſt onſet, the greater 
ſfled in confuſion, finding themſelves unable ,,, Au. 


3 
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but the civil diſſentions among the Romang 
induced him to decline that project. ax 
this time the battle of Actium was ap. 
proaching, which it was imagined would 
terminate the competition for the empire 
then prevailing between Auguſtus and Anz 
tony. This was in the one hundred and 
eighty-ſeventh olympiad. Through the 
bounty of Antony, Herod had long been in 
poſſeſſion of a fertile and populous country, 
and of abundance of cattle, corn and money; 
and having eollected à powerful army, he 


increaſe of his army; Antony adviſed him 
to lead his troops againſt the Arabians, con- 
fidering them as a perfidious and traitorous 
people. This advice was in conſequence 
of the ſuggeſtions of Cleopatra, who ima- 
gined that the ſhould advance her own in- 
tereſts by fomenting contentions and animo- 
ſities between the jews and Arabians. 

Herod marched into Arabia,. where the 
enemy, who had information of all his 
motions, waited to give him battle near a,, 
place called Diaſpolis; and an obQinateorentioy 
and bloody battle enſued, wherein the Jew; ** Arabia 
proved victorious. In a ſhort time after-bs 
wards, the Jews aſſembled another ſormid- 
able army at Cana, in Cœle. Syria, where- 
upon, Herod marched the main body of his 
troops to that part of his country, intend- 
ing there to encamp and fortify himſelf, 
till an opportunity ſhould offer of attacking 
the enemy with a favourable proſpect of 
ſucceſs. Animated by their late conqueſt, 


indicate a diſpoſition to attack the enemy 
without waiting for orders from their com- 
manders. Unwilling to give any check to 


rod led them on to the charge. Their 
countenances, deportment and exact diſ- 
cipline, aſtoniſhed the enemy, who, how- 


rt of them 


to cope with adverſaries of ſuch unſhaken ans again dey 
fortitude and determined bravery. fented. 

This defeat would probably have proved 
the total deſtruction of the Arabians, but 
that Athenion, who acted as general for 
Cleopatra in that country, took advantage 
of the ſituation of affairs. Now Athenion, 
who was an irreconclieable enemy to He- 
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eight thouſand four hundred thirty ſever; pounds, ten 
ſlillings; and in gold, to one million ninety- five 
thouſand pounds, Engliſh money. 
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drawn. 


by, VIII 3 
drawn up; in order to Wait the event of 
the conteſt. If the Arabians had happened 
to have proved ſucceſsful; Athenion would 
not have interpoſed between the contending 

arties ; but when he came to find that 
the Jews were the conquerors, and that af- 
ter the battle they ſeemed to be fatigued 
and wearied out with the labours of the 
day, and likewiſe; in the pride of victory, 
indifferent to a proper care of their own 
ſecurity, he collected a great number of 
the natives, and taking advantage of the 
Jews being off their guard, he ſurpriz ed 
them by aſudden attack, and with little difi- 


Lon culty put them to the rout, purſuing them 


41h 


over precipices, and driving them into bogs 
with which places the fugitives were un- 


acquainted. This advantage inſpiring the || 


Arabians with additional courage, they en- 
countered, and again gave chaſe to the enemy 
of whom they ſlew ſuch numbers that but 
few of an immenſe multitude eſcaped. Be- 


ing thus dangerouſly circumſtanced, He- 


rod haſtened to procure ſuccours; but 
his camp was plundered before he could 
bring up his reinforcements. Thus, by the 
means of a ſingle ſurpriſe, was a compleat 
and important victory obtained, and the de- 
ſtruction of a potent enemy effected, be- 
yond all human expectatien or probability. 
After this melancholy iſſue of the conteſt, 
Herod was compelled to have recourſe to 
making depredations and incurſions on 


| 


the Arabians. He was likewiſe obliged to 


ſeek refuge in the ſecure places of the 
mountains, being afraid to expoſe his army 
to the event of a battle. However, the time 
thus ſpent was not abſolutely thrown away; 
for his troops were hereby kept in perpe- 
tual exerciſe, inſtructed in the duties of mi- 
litary diſcipline, inured to hardſhip and fa- 
tigues, and in ſome degree qualified to re- 
deem their forfeited honour on any future 
occaſion, 


CHAP. VIL 
A dreadful earthquake in Fugea. The Ara- 
death. 
N the ſeventh year of the reignof Herod, 
and in the ſame year wherein was fought 
the famous battle of Actium, a more dread- 


ful earthquake happened in Judea than 
had been known at any preceeding period. 


By this calamity vaſt number of cattle were 


deſtroyed, and in different towns upwards 
of ten thouſand men were killed by the 
overthrow of buildings : but. the ſoldiers 
in the open field ſuſtained but little injury. 
When the Arabians were informed of this 
viſitation, their pride and inſolence were in- 


| 


| up the cuſtomary ſacrifices, he led his army 


6y riss joeEp yd 
flated to the moſt extravgant idca 6 * they 


ſuppoſed that the land of Judea was near- 
ly de populated, that the cities and towns 
were reduced to he aps of ruins, and that 
the wretched remains of the Jewiſh people 
were tod inconſiderable ever to wage war 
aginſt them in future: for though the 
earthquake was attended with vaſt havoc 
and deſtruction, the report of the miſchief 
greatly exceeded the truth. The Jews 
diſpatched meſſengers to the Arabians to 
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ſolicit peace: but thoſe people not only put The Arabians 
the ambaſſadors to death but in a ſhort time Put ibe am- 


led forth an army, with a view of ſtill fur- 


ſſadors 


from the 


ther diſtreſſing the ſupplicants; who wereJews to 
already ſufficiently humbled by their late death. 


misfortunes, 

Being now reduced to a ſtate of deſpon- 
dency; the Jews became wholly inattentive 
to the ſupport of public government, and 
their martial ſpirit was ſo ſurpriſingly de- 
prefled, that in caſe an enemy ſhould ad4 


vance againſt them they abandoned the idea | 


of attempting any reſiſtance. The king 
employed every means in his power to ani- 
mate his people with courage and forti- 
tude, but many of his adherents were ſo 
depreſſed by a ſenſe of their calamitous 
ſituation; that his perſuaſions and argu- 
ments had little or no effect upon them, 


CHA P. VIII. 


The Jews recover from their deſpondency, 
and defeat Yheir enemies, who being re- 
duced to great diſtreſs, ſolicit aſſiſtance from 


Herod. 


PINE having addreſſed to his army a 
ſpeech admirably calculated to revive 
that ſpirit of intrepidity which their miſ- 
fortunes had for a time ſuppreſſed, it was 
attended with all the happy effects that his 


|| moſt ſanguine hopes had pictured. Ob- 
ſerving this favourable alteration in the 


minds of his followers, after having offered 


| towards the Arabians, and encamped be- 
ban: put the Ferviſb ambaſſadors to yond the river Jordan. Between the two 


| 


armies ſtood a caſtle, which both: parties 
conſidered as an advantageous ſituation, 


either in caſe of a battle ar decampment z 


and the attempts to gain poſſeſſion of this 
lace occaſioned ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, At 
bog, a general engagement took 

in which many were ſlain on both 


mow 
ides ; The Jews 


but in the end, the Jews proved victorious defeat the 


and compelled the adverſe army to make 
a precipitate retreat to their intrenchments, 
where they made à ſlight reſiſtance : but 
in the end, five thouſand of them fell, part 
of whom killed themſclves with their own 
ſwords, great numbers were flain by the 


* 


Arabians. 
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fiction and infamy : but notwithſtanding 


The Arabi- 


ans ſubmit 


to Herod» 


returned to Jeruſalem. But while he was | 
congratulating himſelf on his good fortune, | 


THE AN TIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


victors, and the reſt were trampled to death | 


camp were in a miſerable fituation, being 


conclude a treaty of peace, or ſupply them || 
with water to relieve the pain of intolerable |} 


thirſt ; but being determined to give full || he ſhould act in this prog 1: an inci- 
ſcope to his revenge, he refuſed to comply || dent that happened in the family of ' Ayr: 
canus afforded him the means of comins 
; to a reſolution. Hyrcanus was a man of 

Within five days after the return of the the molt pliant and eaſy diſpoſition imagin- 
deputies, about four thouſand of theſe able: he had an utter averſion to buſineſs 
wretched people came out of the camp, |jof all kinds; he was for leaving every thing 
and offered to become ſlaves to Herod, to chance, and was contented with what. 
rather than longer endure the extreme diſ- ever event took place. Oppoſed to this 
character was that of his daughter Alex. 


with their requeſt, and rejected the pre- 
ſents they offered him. 


treſs of intolerable thirſt. On the ſixth day, 
the remainder fallied forth, and made a 
furious attack upon Herod's troops, pre- 
ferring immediate death to the torment of 
expiring under every circumſtance of af- 


this deſperate effort, they had neither 
ſtrength nor ſpirits equal to ſo arduous an 
undettaking. Seven thouſand being ſlain 
in the conteſt, the ſurvivors ſubmitted to 
the mercy of Herod. 


CHAP, IX. 


Antony defeated in the battle of Actium. 
Herod meditates the deſtruttion of Hyr- 


canus. Malchus appointed to meet Alex- 


andra at the lake of Aſphatites, Hyr- 
canus put to death. Particulars relating 
10 Hyrcanus. Herod goes to Cæſar, 
leaving his government to the care of his 
brother Pheroras. 


IS late victory was highly gratifying 
to the ambition of Herod, who now 


he received advice that Auguſtus had de- 

feated Antony at Actium; on which he 
conſidered himſelf as a ruined man: ner 
was he ſingular in this opinion: all parties, 
friends and foes, were of the ſame ſenti- 

ment ; conceiving that the perſon who had 

been ſo firm a friend to Antony, would 

never be forgiven by Auguſtus. His friends 

were ſo ſincere with him, as not to conceal 

their opinion that he would be utterly, 
ruined; - while his foes, who conceived 
great hopes from the probable change of 

affairs, pretended to condole with him on 
his misfortunes. | | 

Herod now began to- conceive, that as 


Hyrcanus was the only ſurviving branch of 


the royal family, it would be good policy 


to procure his deſtruction, even though 
by the croud. Thoſe who eſcaped to the || Auguſtus might aſterwards determine urn. 
favourably - with regard to himſelf. H 
utterly deſtitute both of food and water, || thought that, whether he might fall under 
and being ſurrounded by theJews, they had || his diſpleaſure, or eſcape it, there would 
no proſpect of relief. be no wiſdom in leaving between himſelf 

Being reduced to the laſt extremity of || and the government a! perſon who had ſo 
diſtreſs, the Arabians diſpatched meſſengers || fair a pretenſion theteto; excluſive of which 
to Herod to ſupplicate that he would either || the cutting him off from the ſucceſſion 


| lic opinion was manifeſtly in his favour. In 


" [Box 


would afford him a perſonal gratification: 
While he wasrevolving in his mind how 


andra, a woman violent in her paſſions, at. 
piring, turbulent, and, on the prefent Gc- 
caſion, animated with the warmeſt hopes 
of a change in the adminſttation of affairs. at I 

Alexandra ſeized every opportunity of urg- en. I 
ing her father to deviſe ſome mode of de. *biring 
livering his family from the oppreſſions and“ 
perſecutions of Herod; and adviſing him 
to make a timely proviſion for his own ſe- 
curity, while a happy change in his for- 
tune preſented itſelf to his view. The ſub. 
ſtance of her advice was, that he ſhould 
immediately write to -Malchus, who was 
then governor of Arabia, requeſting, that, 
if occaſion ſhould require it, he might be 
received under his protection, ſaying, that 
if Auguſtus ſhould be offended with Herod, 
the conſequence would be, that he him- 
felf would of courſe, be reſtored to his 
former ſtation, ſince he had an incontro- 
vertible right to that dignity, and the pub- 


compliance with the importunities of his 
daughter, Hyrcanus wrote to Malchus, 
requeſting him to ſend for his aſſiſtance a 
party of horſemen to the lake of Aſphalti- 
tes, which was about three hundred fur- 
longs + diſtant from Jeruſalem. This 
letter was entruſted to the care of Doſitheus, nojiheus 
who was ſuppoſed to be firmly attached to 2 
Hyrcanus and Alexandra, and an inveterate fiene. 
foe to Herod, becauſe the latter had put his 
kinſman Joſeph to death, and his brothers 
had ſome time before ſuffered the ſame fate 
from Antony at Tyre. But, in order to 
ingratiate the favour of Herod, Doſitheus 
treacherouſly expoſed this letter ta him, 
as well as the anſwer from Malchus, the 
purport of which was, that he was willing 
to afford protection and aſſiſtance to 


— 


4 About ſeyenty-four miles and a half Engliſh 
meaſure, 


” 


Hyr- 


| 
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Hyrcanus and all the Jews who eſpouſed fore the whole matter, hath been juſtly: 
his cauſe. | looked upon to be a contrivance of Herod 
Having read the letter from Malchus, for the deſtruction of the -other. ' * 
Herod cauſed Hyrcanus to appear in his] Thus ended the life of Hyrcanus; a life 
preſence, and denianding whether he held long and troubleſome, and checquered with 
any correſpondence with the Arabians, was a vaſt variety of fortune. He way pro- 
anſwered in the negative; whereupon / he||moted to the execution of the office of 
produced the letter from Malchus, and after ||high-prieſt during the reign of his mother 
cauſing it to be publicly read, ordered Hyr-|} Alexandra; and continued to diſcharge the 
«pt canus to be put to immediate death. Thus duties of it nine years, at the end of which 
. the matter is related in Herod's comment-||his mother died, and he aſſumed: the reins 
aries : but other reports have prevailed inſof government. He had not been in poſſeſ- 
relation to the death of Hyrcanus. Some{jfion above three months, when he was ex- 
writers have contended that he was not pelled by his brother Ariſtobulus : after 
put to death for the charge above menti- this, however, he was reſtored to his for- 
oned, but for being concerned in a con-||mer ſtation by Pompey, who put him in 
ſpiracy. Others infiſt, that during a poſſeſſion. of all his dignities, and for the 
ublic entertainment, Herod enquired of ſpace of forty years he continued in the 
lyrcanus, whether he had lately received||enjoyment of them; but was at length de- 
letters from Malctus, which he acknow-||throned by Antigonus, ſuffered the pain and 
ledged to have done, ſaying they contain-||diſgrace of having his ears cut off, and was 
ed nothing of a public nature, being merely carried away priſoner among the Parthians. 
letters of compliment and civility. But he had not long remained in this fitu- 
| Herod, it is aſſerted, now proceeded to ation before he obtained his liberty, and 
interrogate Hyrcanus farther, and demand- returned home, flattering himſelf with great 
ed whether, he had ever received any pre- advantages from the friendſhip of Herod: 
ſents from Malchus. To this likewiſe he but in this hope he was ſo egregiouſly diſ- 
anſwered in the affirmative ; but ſaid, that appointed, as appears from what is above 
theſe preſents were nothing more than four related. Hyrcanus was fond of a life of 
horſes for hisown uſe. It is averred, that the eaſe, and generally entruſted the adminiſ- 
king conſtrued this trivial circumſtance into||tration to others, being conſcious that he 
treaſon, ariſing from the acceptance of was not himſelf well adapted to the diſ- 
bribes, and thereupon gave orders for his||patch of public buſineſs. The mild diſpofi- 
being taken from his preſence, and immedi. tion of Hyrcanus materially contributed to 
ately put to death. | lay the foundation of the fortunes of An- 
Ne Eloy Mo all that has been ſaid on this mat-||tipater and Herod : but it was his misfor- 
ſpa ter, many perſons are of opinion, that||tune to fall a ſacrifice to the good qualities 
Hyrcanus was altogether innocent; andſſwhich ought to have ſecured him proteo- 
this opinion they found on very rational||tion. 1 1 1 
arguments. He was diſtinguiſhed for Immediately after the death of Hyr- 10 
being a man of almoſt the mildeſt tem- canus, Herod repaired to Czar, who, how- ,airs 8 
per imaginable, who had the leaſt of of- ever, he did not expect would ſhow fav- far leaving 
ticiouſnefs in his diſpoſition of any perſon||our to a man who had fo zealouſly eſpouſ- in relations 
that ever lived. He was ſo ſingular for his ſed the cauſe of Antony. Suſpecting that rion and 
modeſty, and the temperance of his con- Alexandra might attempt to foment an in- Maſſada, 
duct, that he is ſaid never to have been guilty ſurrection during his abſence, he com- 
of one raſh action in the whole courſe. of miſſioned his brother Pheroras to exerciſe 
his life; never to have indulged himſelf in the powers of the ſovereignty. He ſent 
the uſual levities of youth, nor to have been Cypris, his mother, his ſiſter, and other 
wanton in the exerciſe of his authority; relations, to the caſtle of Maſſada, ſtrictly 
for in his mode of government he ſtrictly enjoining his brother that if any misfor- 
= followed the advice of Antipater, the father tunes ſhould threaten them, he ſhould. yig+ 
| of Herod, Hyrcanus at the period above- orouſly enforce, the. authority with, Which 
mentioned, was more than eighty years of he was inveſted, and exerciſe the powers 
age, and dwelt on the oppoſite ſide of the of government in his own name. He ſent his 
river Euphrates, having left bis friends and wi e Mariamne to reſide with her mother at 
beſt connections behind him, in , ſubmiſ-||Alexandrion;; for as ar ſtrong animoſity had 
lion to the will of Herod, who was now long ene between her and. his, own 
eſtabliſned in the plenitude of his power ; mother and fiſter;, he deemed it imprudent 
ſo that it ſeems to exceed the bounds of all that they ſhould live together. He appoint» 
human probability, that Hyrcanus ſhouldſſed two confidential friends, namely Joſeph, 
have attempted a plan ſo impracticable in his treaſurer, and Sohemus, an Tturean, to 
itfelf,-and'fo totally comtrary to the Whole the gavernitieiitof ſhe ferr of R alfa, un- 
bent and diſpoſition. of bis mind: heron) des pretext ot Joipg.haugur to #he Ale 
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366 THE ANTIQUITIES 
' ſes : but he gave them private orders if any 
violence ſhould be exerciſed upon his per- 
ſon, to put the women to death, and exert 
their moſt ſtrenuous endeavours for ſecuring 
the ſucceſſion of the government to his 


brother and ſons. 


* 
— 


On his departure, the Jews conſidered 
Heord as being ruined beyond the poſſibi. 
lity of redemption : but upon his return. 
ing with greater ſplendor and reputation 
than he enjoyed when he left them, the 
looked upon him as a man peculiarly fa- ; 
voured by Providence, and all his actions 


HAF. X. 


Herod confirmed in the government. He in- 
tercedes withCeſar in behalf of Alexander, 

but without effect. Caeſar receives Herod 
with great magnificence at Ptolemais. 


Epairing to Cæſar at Rhodes, Herod 
laid aſide his crown, but appeared 
before him in the robes of royalty, and 
ſaid, he came not to diſavow his friend- 
ſhip for Antony, to whom he had ſuch 
powerful obligations that he would gladly 
have afforded his aſſiſtance to render him 
emperor of the world. After aſcribing all 
the misfortunes of Antony to his impru- 
dent connection with Cleopetra, Herod 


that they had before condemned with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, were now as extravagantly 
applauded: f. i TUS905% uh, 

Sometime afterwards, while Ceſar was; 1 
on his return from Egypt, Herod met himuin, * q 
at Ptolemais, and there entertained - him tee, 
with a degree of magnificence- exceedin 
the powers of deſcription, at the ſame time 
regaling the whole of his numerous army. 
By this behaviour Herod ingratiated the 
eſteem of Cæſar, who treated him with 
great familiarity ; and they generally rode 
and converſed together, while their troops 
were arranging themſelves in order. In 
the retinue of Herod were an hundred and 
fifty perſons ſumptuouſly* habited, whoſe 
eculiar office was to attend to the accom- 


made a tender of his friendſhip and beſt 
ſervices to Cæſar. 85 
He had no ſooner finiſhed his oration, 
than the emperor treated him with par- 
ticular marks of generoſity and regard, di- 
rected him to re-aſſume his crown, and 
continue to be as ſincere a friend to him- 
felf in future, as he had heretofore been to 
Antony : he likewiſe informed him, that 
the good offices which Herod had done 
him in the affair of the gladiators, had 
been made known to him by Caſſidius. 
Theſe generous expreſſions of Cæſar were 
ſoon followed with the moſt ſubſtantial 
effects; for Herod was reinſtated in his 
kingdom, the poſſeſſion of which was fe- 
cured to him by a decree of the ſenate : 


Herod's offer 
of friendſhip 
to Cæſar is 
accepted, 


modation of the emperor and his friends 
during their march, and to provide them 
with wine, water and other refreſnments, 
however barren and deſolate the countries 
might be through which they were to paſs; 
This attention gained Herod much popu- 
larity in the Roman army. He preſented 
to Ceſar eight hundred talentsF, and in 
all other reſpects acted fo much to the ge- 
neral ſatisfaction, that greater deference 
was paid to the liberality of his mind than 
to his dignified ſtation. 
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Great uneaſfineſs in Hered's Jamily. The 
death of Antony and Cleopatra. Herod 


and this very ſingular favour was granted 
through the immediate influence of Cæſar; 
a circumſtance that, as it exceeded Herod's 

' moſt ſanguine expectations, was matter of 
equal ſuprize and joy to him. Theſe mat- 
ters being adjuſted, he accompanied Cæſar 
into Egypt, and in the courſe of the journey 
preſented the emperor and his attendants 
with valuable gifts, conducting himſelf 
towards them in a manner becoming their 
diſtinguiſhed rank, without derogating 
from the dignity of his own character. He- 
rod interpoſed all his influence to obtain a 
pardon for Alexander, a ſteady friend to 
ntony, but his intereeſſion proved inef- 
fectual, Cæſar having bound himſelf by a 


ſolemn vow, not to extend his clemency to 


honoured by Auguſtus, Mariamne rejefts 
the advances of her huſband, Her ruin 
' conſpired, Sohemus put to death. Mari- 
amne murdered. A plague in Fudea. 
Alexander put to death. The ſhocking 
cruelties of Herod. Several conſpirators 
againſt Herod puniſhed. Herod fortifies 
Samaria and other places. 


' THEN Herod returned to his king- 
dom, diſtinguiſhed in the moſt. 
lorious manner, he found his family in 
Nie higheſt degree of diforder, and his wife 
and mother-in-law greatly chagrined at 
their ſituation : for they could not but 
deem themſelves rather to be priſoners in 
the caſtle, which was really the caſe, than 


the man in v 


was made. 
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' ,+, Eight hundred Jewiſh, talents weighed ninety || ty 
one thouſand two hundred and fifty pounds; and 
their value in flyer amounted to two hundred ſeven- 


J 


hoſe favour the preſent appeal 


as having been lodged there for their ſecuri- 
ty. Previous to his return, the mind of 
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three thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds ; | 
and in gold, to four millions three hundred and 
eighty thouſand pounds Engliſſi money. M 4 
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hate: 


could ariſe from that quarter, while, on the 


ſtrong antipathy againſt Herod; who ſhe 


lriamne's 
lifcrence 
euljer.t.s 


lerog! 


| dil. Sohemus, for her life was more immedi- 


| bene time he remained true to his truſt, and 
lum Rept the ſecret inviolable ; but on the la- 


her huſband had repeatedly given in re- 


the afterwards frankly acknowledged; when 


tection, © each paſſion tearing and tor- 
his tenderneſs inciting hint one way; and 


appeated to be agitated to a moſt extraor- 


dinary degree: Obſerving the inexpreſſi- | ever loved a Woman with a purer dt more 


and ſifter availed themſelves of that oppor- 


Mariamne was filled with the idea that the 
whole of Herod's profeſſions of regard to 
her had no other object than his own 
convenience. But what above all other 
things, gave her the atmoſt concern was, 
the reſolution that ſhe ſhould fall a ſacrifice 
in caſe of her huſband's death. The ſan- 

vinary tendency of the orders, which He- 
rod had given to Joſeph; engroſſed all her 
faculties : ſhe ſaw that her only proſpect of 
ſecurity conſiſted in her obtaining the fav- 
our of her keepers ; particularly that of 


ately in his hands. For (ome conſiderable 


dies treating him with great complaiſance 
and preſenting him with ſeveral little gra- 
tuities, he began to recede by degrees, and 
at length, diſcovered the whole ſecret that 
Herod had entruſted him with. Now at 
this time he had formed an idea that He- 
rod was to be conſidered only as a loſt man: 
and he therefore imagined that no danger 


other hand, he ſhould be certain of ingra- 
tiating himſelf with the princeſs, and by 
this means advance his intereſt at all events. 
Shocked at the conditibnal orders that 


ſpect to her, Mariamne now entertained a 
daily prayed might not live to return, as 


driven to the laſt extremity of diſtreſs. 
While Herod was giving Mariatnne an 
account of the great and unexpected ho- 
nours he had received, ſhe looked about her 
with an air of the moſt perfect iridifference; 
without paying the leaſt attention to the 
narrative, which he expected would have 
afforded her infinite ſatisfaction. Herod 
was now no longer tormented with the 


doubts of jealouſy ;for what he moſt dread- | 


ed to be aſſured of appeared to be alto- 


BY FLAVIUS JoSEPHUS, 


a perſon for whom he had ſach an un- 
bounded affection. Nevertheleſs, he be- 
came daily more and more diſcontented 
in his mind, and behaved with a gteatet de- 
gree of ſeverity to his wife. On the con- 
trary, Mariamne took not the leaſt pains 
to diſguiſe the diſcontent which rankled 
at her heart ; fo that the violent regard that 
Herod entertained for her, was, by de- 
grees; converted to the utmoſt rancour of 
hatred : inſomuch that it is not improb- 
able, but that ſhe might have fallen an im- 
mediate ſacrifice to his reſentment ; but 
Juſt at this juncture intelligence was received 


of the death of Antony and Cleopatra, and 


that Egypt was at that time in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Cæſar. On the receipt of this 
information, Herod loſt not a moment 


in 1 vankey, to Cæſar, leaving his family in 


the above-mentioned difordered fituation, 
and once more committing Mariamne 
to the care of Sohemus, to whom he 
made man 


command in Judea, as a teſtimony of bis 


| eſteem. 


On the arrival of Herod in Egypt, Ceſar 


treated him with great diſtinction, be- 
haved more in a ſtile of familiarity than 


heretofore, placed great confidence in 


him, and conferred the following favours 


acknowledgments for his 
former ſervices, and gratified him with a 


on him in token of his regard; he made jjero re- 
him a preſent of four hundred Gauls who turns to Je- 


had officiated as guards to Cleopatra; he 
likewiſe made him governor of that part o 


ruſalem; a.” 
miſerable. 
f man in all 


the country which Antony hid hetetofore his glory, 


given to Cleopatra, and added thereto the 
government of Gaza, Anthedon; Joppa; 
and the tower of Straton, which lay toward 
the ſea, together with the command of Ga. 
dara, Hippen; and Samaria. 
Having attended Ciefar as far as An- 


gether certain; Partly through indignation 
at finding his endearments rejected, and 
partly through the warmth of his af- 
menting his breaſt with} oppoſite force, 


his teſentment another; his whole frame 


ble anxiety of Herod's mind; his mother 


tunity ſtill more violently to inflame him 
againſt his wife, and ſuggeſted to him a 
variety of infinuations which were calculat- 
ed to anſwer their inſidious purpoſe. Theſe 


reject, yet neither could he afford them 


her huſband's 
malicious detractions he could not entirely | 


{uch- an implicit confidence of belief, as to 


tioch, | 
returned to jeruſalem, but found him ſelf al- 
together as unhappy at home, as he had 
been ſutceſsful abroad: he was convinced 


| that the ſplendor of a crown was by no 
means a counterpoize to the misfortunes 


attendant on an unhappy marriage; and 
his diſtreſs was aggravated from the con- 
fideration that this match was of his own 


choice, on which he had built all his hopes 


of earthly happineſs : for certainly no man 


honourable affection, than Herod did Mati- 
amne. Notwithſtanding the ſuſpicions bf 
Herod, the chaſtity of Mariamne was ufi- 
ſullied. She had ſome fingularities of tet 
per, which made her forget all reſpect to 
power and authority 4 
ſhe would ſometimes treat him in the mot 
opptobrious manner. | Herod endeavoured 
to behave with an apparent evenneſs of 


determine, on the credit thereof, to deftroy|| temper, though ſhe uſed frequently to re- 


erod there took leave of him, and 
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| nies. 


A plot upon 
Mariamne's 
life, betwixt 
Salome and 


the butler. 


hearing their diſpute, Salome, Herod's 


A confident 


to Mariamne adminiſtering a love potion to his majeſty, 


put to the 
torture, 


torture, in order that the myſtery might 


Sohemus. 


would not have betrayed ſo important a ſecret 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


flet on his mother and ſiſter, on account}! charge exhibited againſt her was that df 

having conſpired to poiſon the king, He. 
rod was more violent againſt her botli 
the moſt implacable animoſities amony the || by 


of the meanneſs of. their extraction: and 
this too in ſo public a manner that it created 


ladies, and was the ſource of a thouſand 
ſcandalous reports and malevolent calum- 


Herod's family remained in a ſtate of 
unhappineſs a whole year from the time of 
his return from Czfar ; and at length, the 
following ſtratagem was carried into effect, 
Oppreſſed with the heat of the weather, 
and defirous of indulging himſelf with a 
ſhort repoſe, Herod retired to his cloſet, 
but not finding himſelf inclined to ſleep, he 
ſent for Mariamne, and with tender careſ- 
ſes be ſought her kindneſs, but rejecting his 
ſolicitations, ſhe treated him w.th con- 
tempt, and ſeverely reproached him on ac- | 
count of the death of her father and bro- 
ther. Exaſperated at this behaviour, He- 
rod with great difficulty reſtrained himſclt 
from putting her to inſtant death, Over- 


fiſter, kept the butler in waiting to execute 
a commiſſion in which ſhe had employed 
him, which was, to inform the king, that 
Mariamne had requeſted his aſſiſtance in 


— 


This the man accordingly did, ſaying, that 
as he was ignorant of the ingredients, which 
had been compounded by Mariamne, he 
conſidered it as his indiſpenſible duty to in- 
form his majeſty of the circumſtance. 
Driven to the verge of diſtraction by this 
intelligence, Herod commanded a perſon 
in whom he knew his wife repoſed great 
confidence, to be put immediately to the 


be explained, for he preſumed that ſhe 
would not attempt to carry any project into 
execution without his knowledge. The 
king's orders were obeyed ; but nothing 
could be extorted from the ſuffering party, 
till, in the extremity of his anguiſh, he 
dropped ſome words intimating that Ma- 
riamne's uneaſineſs was in conſequence of 
ſome information communicated to her by 
Upon theſe words being pro- 
nounced, Herod paſſionately exclaimed, 
that he was confident Sohemus who had 
given repeatedand ſignal proof of his loyalty, 


as that he had entruſted him with, unlets 
induced to that act of treachery by hav- 


ing engaged in an adulterous intercourſe ||courage, diſdaining fear, and proving her- 


.with his wife. He therefore gave immedi- 
ate orders that Sohemus ſhould be put to 


death; and directed that his wife ſhould be || 


| virtuous princeſs Mariamne, a woman who 


ſummoned to take her trial before a court 
of juſtice : and: appointed for her judges, a 
number of perſons devoted to his will. 


conſiſtent with the dignity of a cdurt 


behaviour to ſuch a height, that ſne became 


(Book y 


his words and actions, than was 


of juſtice; and the judges obſerving the 
diſpoſition of the king, followed his exam. 
ple in pronouncing her guilty, This ſent. Marine 
ence was no ſooner paſſed, than both Had 
rod, and all his ſurrounding friends, thought. 
it would be prudent not to carry it into 
execution; but rather to ſpare her life. 
and detain her in priſon. Salome and her 
adherents were alone violent in their excla- 
mations for immediate juſtice ; and, in con. 
ſequence of what they urged, that a revolt 
would happen among the people if the 
queen's life was ſpared, Herod was pre- 
vailed on to agree to her execution: and ſhe 
luffered accordingly. 
When Alexandra found to what extre. 
mity the proceedings againſt her daughter 
had been carried, ſhe had every reaſon ty 
conclude that her own life was in danger, 
In order, therefore, to avoid the dreaded 
conſequence, ſhe deſcended to a conduct 
that was altogether derogatory to the dig- 
nity of her character. Her fears at this junc- 
ture, induced her to go ſuch lengths, and 
ſhe was ſo zealous not to be thought to 
have combined with her daughter, that ſhe 
ſought every opportunity of traducing her 
character in all companies, repreſenting her 
as the moſt baſe and ungrateful of women, 
and extolling the juſtice of a ſentence which 
had doomed her to death for conſpiring the 
deſtruction of her huſband, to whole tender- 
neſs ſne lay under ſuch unbounded obliga- 
tions. Alexandra carried this hypocritical 


univerſally diſpiſed, as one who could con- 
deſcend to inſult her daughter during the 
extremity - of her misfortunes: but Mari- 
amne, even while ſhe was conducting to the 
place of execution, ſpoke not a word in return 
to all ſne heard of her mother's unnatural 
behaviour, though her countenance teſtified 
the ſenſe ſhe entertained of the ſhameful 
part that her mother had ated: In a word, 
Mariamne maintained her ſpirits to the 
greateſt degree of firmneſs and conſtancy ; 
not exhibiting even by the change of com- 
plexion, that ſhe wasterrified at the thoughts 
of approaching death. She died in the 
ſame manner ſhe had lived, a pattern of 


ſelf capable of ſuſtaining the moſt arduous 
of trials. | | 


'hus ended thi life — the generous and 


would haye been ſuperior to all her lex, but 
that ſhe had too great a mixture of paſſion 


When the day of her trial arrived, the jond pride in her diſpoſition. Her beauty 


Was 


NI 


was ſo great, the graces of her perſon ſo 
extraordinary, and the charms of her conver - 


her ſuperior to all other women, but ſo 


much ſo; as not to admit of any degree of 
compariſon. Now theſe ſupereminent gifts 
and qualifications tended in a głeat meaſure 
to the advancemeat of her misfortunes, by 
occaſioning the diſagreements that ſo long 
ſubſiſted between her and her huſband. 

After the death of Mariamne, the fond- 
neſs that Herod entertained for her during 
her life, broke forth with redoubled vial- 
ence. This paſſion was more ardent than 
common conjugal love; it was in fact, car- 


ried to exceſs of dotage, for the more pre- 


ſumptuouſly ſhe treated him, the more his 
fondneſs encreaſed ; and perhaps this gave 


riſe to thoſe frequent and inconſiderate re- 


proaches that ſhe caſt upon him, without 
confidering, that ſhe was thereby deſtroy- 
ing her own happineſs ; for by ſuch, con- 
duct ſhe inflamed the enmity of her mother 
and ſiſter, and at length provoked: the rage 
and reſentment of Herod, whole affection 
ſhe imagined could never be alienated from 
her. | 


the torments of Herod's mind were more 


violent than can be deſcribed : amidſt his 


exclamations he frequently repeated her 
name, ſaying her blood called aloud for 
vengeance. To divert his melancholy and 
appeaſe the agonies of his mind, he had re- 
courſe, to drinking, feaſting, company, and 
various diverſions and entertainments: but 
finding all theſe means ineffectual, he re- 
ſigned the care of the government, and a- 
bandoned himſelf-wholly to grief. He ſoon 


_ afterwards became delirious, conſtantly, cal- 


ling Mariamne to him ; for his diſordered 
imagination repreſented her as ſtill living. 

A dreadful plague now broke out in Ju- 
dea, and carried off great numbers of the 


|Gtuated, in the city, agd the other cloſe ad- 
[joiping to the jempl 


- — 
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being aſſured that 
16, People mult be altogether at the mercy 
of the party in poſſeſſon of thoſe two tow- 
ers: for ſuch is the diſpoſition of the Jews, 

«IL yidd yp their lives Father 
than part with their religion; and as their 
daily ſacrifices make a very conſiderable 
part thereof, whoever has command. 10 
aboye- mentioned tower may determine 
whether they ſhall have; any ſacrifices ot 


not,. With à xiewW to the accompliſhment 
her deſign, Alexandra made application to 


addreſſed to the following purpoſe: ** 1 
need not inform you of the very deplor- 
able ſtate of the king's health ; , wherefore 
J entreat you, that the two fortreſſes may 
be given up to the poſſeſſion of the mother 
of the king's wife, and the children of He- 
rod and Mariamne; leſt, in caſe of his death; 


a different family ſhould ſucceed to the 


throne; and eyen if the king ſhould reco- 
ver, the hands, of his neareſt relations are 
thoſe.in which the government may with 
moſt ſafety be trülted. The governors, 


Reflecting upon the fate of Mariamne, 


inhabitants. This calamity was generally 
deemed to be a judgment for the murder of 
the unfortunate and innocent Mariamne. 


The king's illneſs daily encreaſing, he retir- 


ed to a country ſeat, where he was ſoon 


after attacked with ſuch racking pains in 
the head, that he had no longer any govern- 


ment over his conduct. The medicines 
applied to relieve him were found rather 
to do him injury than ſervice; and there- 


fore the phyſicians declined further inter- 
poſition, but recommended that the royal 


patient might be gratified in all his incli- 
nations. : 


Upon the unhappy fituation of Herod 


being communicated to Alexandra, ſhe re- 


flected that it might be poſſible to gain 


poſſeſſion of ſome of the ſtrong forts, and 


of two of them in particular ſhe was 
deſirous of becoming miſtreſs, one being 


partly from a ſenſe of their duty, but chief- 


ly from an enmity they had to Alexandra, 
refuſed to acknowledge the force of her ar- 
guments for the dilivering up of the towers: 
beſides, they ſaid it would ill become them 
to make a kind of prejudication of the 
king's fate, for whom, during many years, 
they had entertained the moſt perfect 
friendſhip. Achiab, one of the governors, 
was nephew to Herod. Their converſation 
was no ſooner at an end, than Achiab diſ- 
patched an account of the propoſal that A- 
lexandra had made to Herod, who ſent back 


immediate orders that ſhe ſhould be put to 
death, without loſs of time. 


At length, Herod recovered'his health, 


but his indiſpoſition produced a ſtrange al- 
teration in his temper ; for he became 
cruel and ferocious to an extravagant idea, 
and friends and; foes were. equally the ob- 
jects of his fury. The change in his diſ- 
politions was remarkably evinced in his 
cunduct towards Coſtabarus, Lyſimachus, 
Antipater, otherwiſe called Gadia, and Doſi- 


ed from a family whoſe anceſtors had. here- 
tofore officiated as prieſts of Coze, a deity 
which. they had formerly paid great vener- 
ation to, till at length, during the reign of 
Hyrcanus, they adopted the Jewiſh mode 
of religion. When Herod, was firſt ad- 


to this Coſtabarus the government of Idu- 
mea and Gaza, and gave him for a wife his 
ſiſter Salome, whoſe huſband Joſeph he 
himſelf had cauſed to be put to death, as 


at been noticed in another place. This 


X 4 * 


the goyernors of the ſaid, towers, whom ſne 


Alexandra 


theus. Coſtabarus was a man of, as great 
diſtinction as, moſt in Idumea and deſcend- 


vanced to the regal authority he committed 
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rity of Herod; for on reffection, he thought 


ed him to hopeſfor the ſucceſs of his project. 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


promotion ſo exceeded the expectations, and 
even the ho of Coſtabarus, that his 
pride and inſolence increaſed with the 
elevation of his rank, till at length he even 
conceived the idea of diſputing the autho- 


—_ 


that the Idumeans had deſcended beneath 
their own dignity in acknowledging them- 
ſelves to be ſubjects to the Jews, merely be- 
cauſe they had adopted their ceremonies 
and mode of worſhip. Hereupon he diſ- 
patched a meflage to Cleopatra, recom- 
mending her to apply to Antony for the 
government of Idumea, in which requeſt 
there could be no impropriety, ſince the 
country had been long ſubject to her an- 
ceſtors. His motive in this application was 
to weaken the power of Herod, and facili- 
tate his own ſucceſſion to the government 
of Idumea. The dignity of his birth, and 
the great wealth he had amaſſed encourag- 


In the acquiſition of his riches he had ob- 
ſerved neither the dictates of honour, nor 
conſcience ; and his ambition was equal to 
his avarice. 

Cleopatra's interceſſion to Antony for 
obtaining the government of Idumea proved 
fraitlefs. Coſtabarus would certainly have 
been puniſhed with death for his late con- 
duct, but that Herod's mother and fiſter 
interceded in his behalf, and procured: a 
pardon for him, oncondition that no confi- 
dence ſhould in future be repoſed in him. 

Some time afterwards, a diſagreement 
taking place between Coſtabarus and Sa- 
lome, the latter cauſed a bill of divorce to 
be delivered to her huſband, in dire& con- 
tradition to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 
country, and in uſurpation of the privilege 
of the male. A man has power to diſmiſs his 
wife, and abſolutely prohibit her contract- 
ing another marriage without his conſent. 
However, in this caſe the will of Salome 


| ſafety. This tranſaction had no ſooner paſ- 


ceſſity and prudence. At length, however, rut gr gf 


paſſed into a law, and parting with Coſ- 
tabarus, ſhe repaired to her brother, to- 
wards whom ſhe entertained a higher ſenſe 
of duty than that ſhe had vowed to her 
huſband, adding that her preſent buſineſs 
Salome char. WAS to apprize him of a conſpiracy againſt 
ges Coſtaba- his life by Coſtabarus, Lyſimachus, Anti- 


rus and Ly- 
ſimachus, 
Antipater 


us with a 


online © Babas, whom he had privately protected 

gainſt Herod, for the ſpace of twelve years. The intelli- 
gence reſpecting the ſons of Babas made a 
ſtrong impreſſion upon Herod, who had lon 
determined to effect the deſtruction of that 
family, as being compoſed of perſuns who 
were declared enemies to his intereſts. The 
enmity of Herod towards theſe people aroſe 
from the following cauſe. While Herod 
was befieging Jeruſalem, in the time of An- 


pater, and Doſitheus; and to inſure credit 
to her information, ſhe mentioned thekind-' 
and Dofithe- neſs her huſband had ſhewn to the ſons of 


* 
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cauſed them all to be cut to pieces, with 
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tigonus, the inhabitants were ſo exceeding] 

diſtreſſed, that a great majority of them — 
deſirous of having the gates thrown open 
for admitting the enemy ; but this propog... 
tion was reſolutely oppoſed by the ſons. of 
Babas, who were men of great rank and in. 
fluence, and zealous adherents to the cauſe 
of Antigonus; and they adviſed an obſtinata 
reſiſtance to be maintained, for the Purpoſe 
of preſerving the government in the royal 
line. Having conquered the place, Herod 
gave inſtructions to Coſtabarus to keep a 
ſtrict watch on all the paſſages which led 
our of the city, and to ſee that not a ſingle 
perſon of the country faction made his e. 
ſcape. 

Now it happened that the fons of Babas 
were the peculiar favourites of the people 
in general, and of courfe the moſt proper 
inſtruments to be made uſe of, in caſe of 
any future attempt that might be made ty 
change the government. Coſtabarus ſeem- 
ed to conſult his own intereſt in their pre- 
ſervation, and gave private orders that they 
ſhould be ſecretly conveyed to a place of 


ſed, than Herod, who immediately ſuſpect- 
ed what had happened, examined hin, 
ſtrictly on the circumſtances of the affair: 
but the other ſolemaly ſwore that he was 
altogether ignorant how they had been diſ- 
poſed of. This produced an immediate pro. 
clamation, offering a reward to thoſe who 
would diſcover the place of their retreat; 
and many other modes of enquiry were 
adopted: but nothing was confeſſed on the 
part of Coſtabarus, who having at firſt de- 
nied the truth, found that he could not now 
retract what he had ſaid : fo that the con- 
cealment of the affair, which had been a 
point of kindneſs became a matter of ne- 


the whole ſecret being developed by Sa- Baba put u. 
lome, the king immediately diſpatched pro- 4. 
per perſons to their places of retreat, and 


their friends and adherents ; and by this 
proceeding, the whole houſe of Hyrcanus 
was utterly eradicated : inſomuch that from 
this time forward, there was no ſuch thing 
thought of as controuling the actions, or 
oppoſing the will of the king. | 

No ſooner was Herod eſtabliſhed in the 
plenitude ofan abſolute dominion, than he 
began, by flow degrees, to recede from 
an obſervance of the laws, and government 
of our anceſtors; by which the people, in 
former times, had been kept in obedience, 
and induced to a regular diſcharge of their 
duty: and, inſtead thereof, he introduced 
a number of foreign inhovations : particular- 
ly, he cauſed a theatre, to be built in Jeruſa- 
lem, for the purpoſe of exhibiting wrelt- 


ling matches, which were to be celebrated 
every 
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every fifth year in honour of Auguſtus 
Cæſar. | | 
Herod likewiſe built a magnificent am- 
hitheatre without the walls of the city : 
and the two buildings above-mentioned 
were equally ſuperb and expenſive : but 
theſe were neither of the leaſt uſe, nor af- 
forded any entertainment to the Jews, who 
were not of a diſpoſition to be gratified by 
the vanity of ſuch exhibitions. Now He- 
rod, to give his public entertaniments the 
greater variety, cauſed proclamation to be 
made, promiſing rewards to ſuch as excel- 
led in divers exerciſes. Thus he en- 
gaged a great number of competitors in 
their ſeveral profeſſions. | 
The theatre was embelliſhed with tro- 
phies, devices, and inſcriptions, to the ho- 
nour of Cæſar, and in celebration of his 
triumphs: the whole building was orna- 
mented with gold, filver and precious 
ſtones, and furniſhed with rich habits and 
hangings of high price. He provided 
lions, tygers, and other wild beaſts, di- 
ſtinguiſhed for their ſtrength, fierceneſs, or 
ſome other remarkable quality. 
times theſe animals were turned looſe to 
encounter each other, or to attack and tear 
to pieces criminals ſentenced to ſuffer 
death. E 
The trophies ſor the ornament of the 
theatre proved moſt diſguſting to the Jews. 
They were ſo vehement in their diſappro- 
bation of theſe repreſentations, that Herod 
deemed it not prudent to oppole their hu- 
mour by force; and therefore by fair words 
and arguments endeavoured to convince 
them that their objections were founded in 
the principles of ſuperſtition. However, the 
people declared, that the introduction of 
1mages, which appellation they gave to the 
trophies, was an impiety of ſo atrocious a 
nature, that they were inflexibly deter- 
mined to oppoſe its eſtabliſhment to the ut- 
moſt extent of their power. 123 
PFinding that the antipathy which the 
people had conceived againſt the trophies 
was every day becoming more violent, and 
that neither his authority nor perſuaſions 
had any tendency towards removing their 
prejudices, he aſſembled in the theatre a 
number of the principal men among the 
complainants, and defired them frankly to 
to declare, what opinion they entertained 
in regard to the trophies ; and they replied, 
that they conſidered them as the images of 
men. Dion this, Herod ordered the tro- 
phies to be taken down, and when the 
Jews obſerved that thoſe ornaments had 
only covered ſome ſtumps of wood, their 
indignation was immediately turned into 
ridicule. The majority of the people now 
appeared to concur in this, as well as the 
other cuſtoms newly introduced; but {till 


Some- | 


* 
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there were many who perſiſted in their ab- 
horrence of all foreign innovations, which 
they apprehended might lead to fatal con- 
ſequences; and therefore, thought it a 
point of duty they owed their country, at 
whatever hazard to themſelves, to preſerve 
their ancient diſcipline, now ſo greatly en- 
dangered, and not to permit Herod, under 
the ſanction of the regal dignity, to behave 
as an enemy to his country, and, by the 
introduction of illegal cuſtoms, to wound 
the conſciences, and violate the rights of 
the people. | 

A great deal being publicly ſaid on this 
ſubject, the minds of the people were much 
inflamed ; and hereupon ten citizens im- 
mediately united in a conſpiracy againſt 
the life of the king,. notwithſtanding the 
extreme danger that muſt attend ſuch a 
plot. Now among the reſt, there was one 


who happened to be blind. This man 


hearing repeated accounts of the alarming 


nature of Herod's proceedings, was ſo _ 


tranſported with rage at his conduct, that 
he declared, though it was out of his pow- 
er to take an active part for the general 


welfare, that he was willing to bear an 


equal ſhare in the ſufferings of his com- 
panions, however ſevere they might happen 
to prove; and this public-ſpirited declara- 
tion tended, in a great degree, to fix them 
in their reſolution, After having held re- 
peated conferences upon the ſubject, each 
man concealed a dagger under his coat, 
and thus armed, they proceeded to the 
theatre, with a fixed determination to 
ſtab the king, if they ſhould be able to get 
near enough to him: but at all events they 
reſolved to make an attack on his 
guards, from whence they promiſed them- 
ſelves one comfort would ariſe, in caſe of 


their miſcarriage ; ſince their being put to 


death for the attempt, would render the 

king ſtill more odious in the ſight of the 

people: ſo that the force of their example 

in vindication of the ſacred rights of their 

religion, might encourage others to carry 

the plan into execution on ſome future op- 
rtunity. | 


371 


Juſt as the king was about to enter the An attempt 
theatre, a perſon whom he had employed upon the life 


as a ſpy prevented his going in, by reyealing 
all the circumſtances of the plot : here- 
upon Herod, fully ſenſible of the enmity 
the people entertained for him, returged to 


his palace, whither he ſent- for the conſpi- 


rators, of whoſe names he had been previ- 
ouſly informed. When they attended, they 
conſidered themſelves as if taken in the ac- 
tual fact; and being certain that there re- 
mained no chance of their eſcape, they gave 
a freſh proof of the moſt undaunted cou- 
rage, by acknowledging every part of the 
crime with which they were charged, at 


the 


of Herod in 
the theatre. 


Ing compoſure and reſolution in juſtificati- 


The conſpi - 
rators put to 
death. 
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the ſame time arguing with a deal of ſurpriſ- 


on of their deſign. Having produced their 
daggers, they ſaid; We do not conceive 
ourſelves as having engaged in a criminal | 
aſſociation, for the promotion of our inte- 
reſts, or the gratification of our paſſions, but 
as having leagued together in a ſacred com- 
bination for the public welfare, and the 
preſervation of the laws, which it is the 
duty of all worthy citizens, and true patri- 
ots, to ſupport at the hazard of their lives“ 

After making this declaration, they were 
ordered out of the royal preſence, and im- 
mediately put to death with the moſt ex- 
quiſite tortures. 

Soon afterwards, the miſerable wretch 
who had given information of the conſpi- 
racy, was attacked and torn to pieces, and 
his mangled body was thrown to the dogs. 
This was done in the fight of a great num- 
ber of people: but a conſiderable time 
elapſed before the authors of this ſcene of 
vengeance were diſcovered. At length, 
however, ſome women who were preſent 
when the fact was committed, being taken 
into cuſtody and put to the torture, they 
made a diſcovery of all the perſons con- 
cerned in the tranſaction, in conſequence of 
which they were apprehended, and not 
only themſelves, but all the perſons of their 
families were put to death. The common 
people perſevered in their determination to 
vindicate the laws, cuſtoms, and privileges 
of their country. a 

Reflecting on the unhappy eonſequences 
that were likely to reſult from the muti- 
nous diſpoſition of the people, Herod de- 
termined to adopt ſpeedy meaſures for 
preventing an inſurrection. The king had 
already two fortreſſes in the city, in one of 
which his palace was ſituated, and the other 
named Antonia, had the command of the 
temple. He fortified Samaria, otherwiſe 
called Sebaſte, that place being advanta- 
geouſly ſituated for keeping the country in 
ſubjection, as well as for ſuppreſſing tu- 
mults and diſorders in the city, from 
whence it was about a day's journey. The 
ſtrong fortreſs of Cæſaria, formerly known 

by the name of Straton's tower, was alfo 
very convenient for the king's purpoſe. In 
Galilee he erected the fort of Gabala, and 
that of Eſtmonitis in Perea, and allo built 
a caſtle in the great plain, appointing that 

lace for the winter quarters of his cavalry. 


__ Herud ordered a numerous body of 
troops, both domeſtic and foreign, to 
march into the city of Samaria, a place of 


and ſtrrounded them with a ſubſtantial 


great natural ſtrengih, paftly to aſſiſt in 
guarding the temple which he propoſed to 
build there, and partly to providè fot his 
erſonal ſafety, He changed the name 
of the city from Samaria to'Sebaſte; and 
divided the circumjacent lands into lots; 
which he diſtributed among the inhahj- 
tants, who ſoon grew into eaſy cifeum- 
{tances, as the foil was naturally fruitful, 
He conſiderably increaſed the buildings, 


wall; fo that the place was numbered a- 
mong the moſt eminent cities. Its cir- 
cumference was twenty furlongs *, there E 
being a vacant ſpace of a furlong and a Herod build 
halt + in the middle, whereon Herog ce 
erected a temple, which for the extent off. u San 
its dimenſions, and the magnificence, yas 
riety, and curioſity of its ornaments, was 
inferior to no fabric of the ſame kind in 
the univerſe, He continued his attention 
for the embelliſhment of the whole city; 
and excluſive of relying on the ſtrength of 
the place for ſecurity, his ambition was 
gratified by reflecting, that he ſhould tranſ- 
mit ſo ſplendid a monument of his power, 
opulence and dignity, to future genera- 
tions. | 


CHAP. XII. 


Tudea afflited with various dreadful calami- 
ties, Herod's wiſdom in providing for 
the relief of the people. He builds a mag- 
niſicent palace. Simon appointed to fuc- 
ceed Feſus in the pontificate. Herod 
erects a caſtle, Character of Herod. He 
builds ſeveral cities and temples. 


LL }J HEN Herod had reigned ſome- 
thing more than twelve years, the 
country of Judea was afflicted with a va- 
riety of ſevere calamities, but whether 
theſe aroſe from the immediate interpoſi- 
tion of the Divine wrath, or were the con- 
ſequence of the general courſe of Provi- 
vidence, it does not become me to deter- 
mine. A tedious and blaſting drought was 
the fore-runner. of theſe calamities, and 
this was followed by ſuch a barrenneſs, 
that the earth could no longer produce the 
neceſſaries of life. This, of courſe, was 
ſucceeded by a famine ; and partly, at the 
firſt, through the change of diet, and part- 
ly through the want of food, the people 
were tormented with the plague, and af- 
flicted with a variety of other diſorders, 
rapidly ſucceeding to each other. Nor 


According to Calmet's tables, twenty furlongs, 
or ſtadia, were equal to two miles and a half, and 


thirty paces, Engliſh meaſure. 


was it a ſmall aggravation of their diſtreſs, 


— 
1 


+ Accor ing to the ſame writer, nine hundred 

and ninety Eiigl ſh feet, or three hundred and thirty 

Hyarde, are exactly equal to a furlong and a half. "= 
F tha 


- 


hy. XL.) 


that there Was no perſons to attend thoſe 
that were ſick, who were of conſequence 
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| 


left without aſſiſtance, food, or medicines. 
Neath how made ſuch ravages among them, 


each other again, and permitted the dif- 
eaſed to die without ſo much as an attempt 
to alleviate their miſeries. By this time, 
the proviſions of the preceding year being 
all expended, and no proſpect appearing of 
any ſupply, their condition grew almoſt 
hopelels, as they were every day more 
pinched by the extremity of want, than 
on the preceding one; and their misfor- 
tunes were greatly aggravated by the re- 
tection, that after the expiration of one 
ſeaſon, the earth continued barren, and 
promiſed nothing for a future ſupply. 
Piſtreſſes ſo exquiſite and complicated na- 
turally induced every one to deviſe means 
for his particular ſafety. = V! 
Great as had been the revenues and am- 

le the reſources of Herod, he was now re- 
duced to the moſt deplorable miſery. His 
rents and duties were unproductive: the 
treaſure he had amaſſed, he had exhauſted 
jn fortifications and other buildings; the 
ople were outrageous in their complaints, 


and, as uſual in popular diſcontents, the! 


prevailing misfortunes were aſctibed to an 


improper adminiſtration of the powers of | 


government. His neighbours being as 
greatly diſtreſſed as himſelf, Herod could 
not hope for relief from them ; and he had 
not money to procure proviſions from dif- 
tant parts. To alleviate the public ſuffer- 
Enidipo- ings he cauſed all his plate, veſſels and cu- 
fs of his gold ; K | | 
che for rioſities of gold and filver, to be melted 
Keie of down, and ſent into Egypt, which 
** country was then governed by Petronius, 
by virtue of a deputation from Cæſar. 
The great number of applications made 


to him for proviſions, were highly diſtreſs- 


ing to Petronius; but the particular eſteem 
he had for Herod inclined him to yield him 
every aſſiſtance in his power; and therefore, 
in preference to all others, he permitted 
his commiſſioners to export corn, and af- 
farded them afliſtance in the purchaſe and 
conveyance of that commodity. Having 
obtained a ſupply of proviſions, even thoſe 
who had ſo lately treated Herod with diſ- 
reſpet, now extolled his partriotiſm; and 
his wiſdom and prudence became the ſub- 
jects of univerſal applauſe and admiration.” 
Immediately upon the-corn being im- 
ported into his dominions, Herod cauſed it 
to be diſtributed in ſuch proportions as were 
proper to relieve their neceſſities, ordering 
their reſpective ſhares to be delivered to 


— 


erod diſtri. 
dites ptoviſi- 
Mamong his 
dect, and 
miſtes them 
With appare!, 


* Calmer ſays, a core or chomer conta'ne! ſix 
hundred and five Engliſh pints; eighty thoufand, 
therefore, mult be equal to forty eight millions, and] 


ſuch as were not able to convey thein from 
the magazines, and employing proper 
people to bake for thoſe who, through age, 


ſickneſs, or other infirmities, were incapa- 
that the ſurvivors deſpaired of ever ſeeing 


able of making their own bread, A ſcar- 
city of ſheep having occaſioned the produce 
of wool to be very inconſiderable, the 
people were much diſtreſſed for cloathing ; | 
and therefore he ſupplied them with com- 


fortable apparel, to defend them againſt the 
inclemencies of the winter. 


to the Syrians,” his near neighbours, whom 
he furniſhed with a large quantity of grain 
tor ſeed. This happening to arrive at the 
preciſe time whenit was moſt wanted, they 
lowed it immediately; and the produce was 
ſo unuſually great, that, when the harveſt 
came on, Herod ſent fifty thouſand men, 
to afliit in gathering in the fruits of the 
earth; and theſe fifty thouſand; Herod had 
himſelf prevented from ſtarving during the 
famine. | By the above mentioned prudent 


conduct and good management on the part 


of Herod, affairs that had been given up 
as hopeleſs were abſolutely re-eſtabliſhed ; 
every thing that he undertook ſucceeded to 
the extent of his wiſhes, whether in his own 
dominions, or among thoſe of his friends. 
Not a ſingle perſon applied to him but what 
was relieved : the rich, the poor, the ci- 
tz2ns, the ſoldiers, and even ftrangers; 
Experienced the extent of his bounty. It 
was calculated that he diſtributed amon 
his people eighty thouſand core * of wheat, 
each core reckoned at ten Attic medimni, 
a meaſure containing fix buſhels, and it 
was computed that he gave away ten thou- 
ſand core to ſtrangers. . 
The well- timed exertion of Herod's plan 
in behalf of the public, operated fo ſorci- 
bly on the minds of the people in general, 
that they ſeemed univerſally to have for- 
gotten all his former negligence and miſ- 
management, and ſaid not a ſingle word 
reſpecting his encroachments on their laws 
and violation of their diſcipline; as they 
concrtived that his late provident care of, 
and liberal provifion for them, ought to be 
deemed an ample atonement for all his miſ- 
conduct in preceding times. Neither was 
his character become more eſtimable at 


— 


home than abroad; ſince, in the event of 
things, it ſo happened, that his reputation 
had been advanced in one ae. in propor- 
tion as his misfortunes had increaſed in the 
other; and, from the benevolent exertion 
of his humanity towards ſtrangers a general 
judgment was formed of him, not from 


. „ 


* 


_ 


four hundred thouſand Engliſh.pints ; and ten thou- 


ſand equal to ſix millions and fifty thouſand pints of 


the ſame meaſu;ec. 


4 * what 


Having competently ſupplied his own He aflifts the 
ſubjects, Herod extended his benevolence ITY 
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what he had been in former times, we 
the feelings it appeared that he had been 
capable in caſes of extreme diftreſs. 
About this time Herod took from his 
own guards five hundred men that had ac- 
quired great reputation while ſerving under 
the command of AliusGallus* in the Ara- 
bian war ; and theſe he preſented to Au- 
guſtus. N | 
A ſtate of compaſure having now ſuc- 
ceeded the late diſtreſsful poſture of affairs 
in Judea, Herod conceived a defign of 
Herod builds Nl ſpacious and elegant palace on 
48 Pa- the high grounds of Jeruſalem. The rooms 
of this building were large enough to con- 
tain greatnumbers of people; and in them! 
were ſeats and other ornaments compoſed 
of gold and marble moſt curiouſly carved, 
and bearing the names of the perſons for 
whoſe accommodation they were intended; 
one of them being inſcribed the apartment 
of Cæſar, another that of Agrippa, and fo 
on. | 
While Herod was giving the neceſſary 
directions for the raiſing of this edifice, he 
formed the deſign of marrying another wife 
as the moſt probable means of diverting his 
attention from illicit amours. Now it hap- 
pened, that at this time there was in Jeru- 
ſalem a citizen named Simon, the ſon of 
Boethus, æ an Alexandrian, who was a prieſt 
that had his origin from a noble family. 
Simon had a daughter who was deemed 
incomparably the moſt beautiful woman of 
her time ; and Herod became exceedingly 
fond of her. However, he determined not 
to make a tyrannical uſe of the power that 
his rank and ſtation in life gave him, but 
to ſolicit her hand in an honourable mar- 
riage. In ſome degree to balance the in- 
equality of his own rank with that of his 
Jeſus depoſed intended bride, Herod determined to ad- 
from the pon- yance her father Simon to ſome dignified 
1 ſtation, previous to the folemaization of his 
vances Simon nuptials: and therefore he depoſed Jeſus, 
= ſon of the ſon of Phabes}, from the pontiticate, 
oethus, and 4 AI 4 
marries his and appointed his intended father-in-law to 
drughter. that honourable office. 
Soon after his marriage with Simon's 
daughter, Herod erected a magnificent 
caſtle upon the ſpot whereon, during his 


— — 


— 


war with Antigonus, he had defeated the 


Jews. This fortreſs was ſituated about 
Herod builds ſixty furlongs from Jeruſalem; and it was 
2 caſtle bn a place of ſuch natural ſtrength as to be 
vidory over capable of being rendered impregnable. 
Autigonus. This building ſtood on a circular hill, of ſo 
gradual and regular aſcent that it appeared 
to be the work of art. The caſtles were 


fortified by a number of towers, and a| 


flight of two hundred ſtone ſteps led to 
the entrance. The apartments were mag- 


promote his deſigns, and forward all his 


ceptibly tempted to depart from the cuſtom 


ſo contrary to their laws, ſince it tended to 
promote the worſhip of idols and images, 
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nificent, and th the whole building, ſtrength 
and elegance were happily united. At the 
foot of the mount were a number of build- 
ings well worth the attention of the curi- 
ous, as were alſo ſeveral fine aqueducts, 
which with vaſt labour and expence had 
been brought from a conſiderable diſtance. 
The plain ſurrounding the hill was covered 
with a number of houſes having the ap- 
pearance of an extenſive city, which the 
caſtle was admirably calculated to protect. 
Herod's affairs were now fo favourabl 

circumſtanced that he had no further dread I 
of tumults and inſurrections. His ſubjects 
maintained their allegiance partly through 
fear, and partly from perſonal intereſt and 
affection to the king. Though rigid in the 
execution of juſtice upon thoſe who tranſ- 
greſſed the laws, he gave full fcope to the 
natural benevolence of his diſpoſition when< 
ever he had an opportuntity of contributing 
thereby to the welfare of his people. He 
kept ſo conſtant a guard upon himſelf, and 
preſerved every thing about him in a pol- 
ture of ſuch order and ſecurity, as it he 
meant to intimate, that the ſafety of the 
prince and the people were inſeperably con- 
nected. He was eaſy of accels ; polite and 
attable to people of all ranks, whether fo- 
reigners or his own ſubjects; and when oc- 
cation required it, fingularly generous to 
perſons of diſtinguiſhed characters. By this 
kind of conduct he obtained an univerſal 
regard and eſteem, which tended greatly to 


views, But ſo great was his ambition to obta n 
the favourable regard of Auguſtus, and other 
diſtinguiſhed Romans, that he was imper- 


and diſcipline of our anceſtors by the vanity 
of erecting cities and temples in honour of 
his illuſtrious patrons, It is true, that theſe 
erections were not made in the interior part 
of Judea; for the Jews would not have ſub- 
mitted to the gratification of an ambition 


according to the practice of the Greeks ; 
for which reaſon Herod cauſed theſe cities 
to be built on the confines of the province, 
and not within its immediate juriſdiction: 
and his excuſe for the whole of this pro- 
ceeding was, that it was not ſo much in 
conſequence of any will of his own, as the 
reſult of the orders of thoſe who had a 
right to command him. By this proceed- 


ing, however, he obtained the favour af 
Cæſar and the Romans, as he appeared to 


—_= a 


* In the verſion ef Rufinus, or Epiphanius Scho- 
laſticus, 'tis Eliſeus, and not Ælius Gallus. 
+ In the anticat verſion it is Buzus. 


Inn 


t In the antient verſion this is ſaid to be the fon 
of Boethus. 


: 


have 


| 
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part of the whole was the port, which was 
erected on the ſame ſcale as the Pyræum, 


terials for finiſhing it was conveyed thither 
from diſtant parts, at an expence almoſt 


the wind blows from the ſouth-weſt; for 
it beats upon the coaſt with ſuch fury, that | mention 
the merchant men areoften obliged to keep ed, Herod built a theatre of ſtone ; and on 
out at ſea for a conſiderable time, leſt they 


Fed cauſes 


WT lite mole 10 


ed. 


immenſe ſize, in twenty fathom of water. 
Some of theſe ſtones were fifty feet long, 


ine in which he was educated, in com- 
pliment to them. Upon the whole; it is 
beyond diſpute that his ultimate view was 
to promote his own intereſt, and to diſ- 
tinguiſn himſelf by theſe laſting monu- 
ments of his opulence and liberality. - 


CHAP. XIII. 


Account of Straton's tower, or Cæſuria. 

Herod builds a theatre and amphitheatre. 
Ceſar grants Herod permiſſion to appomt 
either of his two ſons his ſucceſſor. Herod 
drives the free-booters of Trachon from 
their retreats. Zenodorus dies. Pheroras 

made a tetrarch of Fudea. Herod builds 
a temple in honour of Caſar. Herod's 
civility to the Phariſees and Eſenes. A 
prediction by Manabem. 


E AR the ſea-coaſt was the place 

formerly called Straton's tower ; and 
this ſpot Herod deemed admirably adapted 
for the building of a city. This deſign he 
carried into effect with great expedition 
and ſucceſs. The private houſes, as well 
as the palaces of this city, were all built 
of marble; but the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


and, excluſive of all the other convenien- 
cies that attended, it was protected from 
all danger from wind and weather. 


traordinary, as every article of the ma- 


incredible. oe] 
The ſituation of this city is in Phœni- 
cia, near the paſſage into Egypt, between 
Joppa and Dora, two molt dangerous ſea 
port towns, in the harbours of which there 
is no riding with any degree of ſafety, if 


ſhould be driven on ſhore. To obviate 
theſe dangers ariſing from the ſituation he 
had choſen, . Herod gave directions that a 
mole ſhould be formed in the ſha 


In this place 
he gave orders for the ſinking of ſtones of 


eighteen feet broad, and nine feet thick, 
and many others of them of various dimen- 
ſions, ſome being even more than this ſize. 
The extent of the mole was no leſs than 
two hundred feet, one half of which was 
deſtined to the breaking of the ſurf of the| 


The 
completion of this work was the more ex- 


have renounced the principles and diſei- 


{the foundation of a flone, wall, On which 


a number af foctiſibd turrets were'ereched : ec 


for the ſailors. There was alſo a quay, ar 
landing place, with a broad walk! around 
the port, proper to retreat in for the benefit 
of the air, and as a place of recreation. Tha 
opening of this was to the northward, 
whence the wind blows with its mildeſt 
influence. On the entrance of the port to 
the left hand, a turret was built with a 
large platform, and beneath it was a de- 
ſcending bank to prevent the ſea from waſh- 
ing it: on the right hand, and oppoſite to 
the tower, were etected two pillars of ſtone 
of an equal height. The houſes adjacent 
to the port were all built with the fineſt 
kind of marble, and with the moſt exact 
uniformity to each other. A temple dedi- 
cated to Cæſar, was erected on a mount in 
the middle, which became a famous ſea 
mark, and proved of the utmoſt uſe to 
mariners. In this temple were placed a 
repreſentation of the city of Rome, and a 
ſtatue of Cæſar, which were no leſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed for the beauty of the materials, 
they were made of, than for the elegance 
of the workmanſhip ; and thence: the cit 


leſs ingenuity exerted in the contrivance of 
the yaults, and common ſewers, which 


from each other, and difcharged their con- 
tentsſinto the ſea : but there was one convey- 


in a uncommon ſtate of cleanlineſs. 
cluſive of all the erections above-mention- 


of a 
half. moon, and of a ſize ſufficient to con- 
tain a compleat royal navy. 


ance, which interſected all the reſt, which, 


while it carried off all the filth from the 
various parts of the city, was ſo diſpoſed, 
that the tides entered by it, and waſhed 
the paſſages, by which the whole was kept 
Ex- 


— 


the ſouth fide of the harbour conſtructed a 
very large amphitheatre, which afforded an 
elegant proſpect towards the ſea. In fact, 
nothing that money could procure, or di- 


in about twelve years. 1 FAN 
Herod having now totally finiſhed the 
two cities of Czfarea and Sebaſte, he ſent 
his two ſons, Alexander and Ariſtobulus, 
on an embaſly, to pay his reſpects to Cæſar. 


Pollio, who was the particular friend of 


Herod, had ordered lodgings for the recep- 
tion of the viſitors ; but this was more than 
was neceflary ; for Cæſar had previoufl 

given directions that they ſhould be enter- 


ſea, and the other was appropriated to form 


obtained the name of Cæſarea. Nor was. 


were placed at equal degrees of diſtance 


ligence effect, was wanting; and the whole 
of this magnificent work was compleated 


tained and accommodated in the royal pa- 
| | | lace, 


* 


and the largeft and moſt beautiful bf theſe 
Herod called by the dame of the tower of 
Druſus, in honour of the memory of Uru- 
ſus, the ſon in law of Caſar, owho died 
in his youth. Adjacent hereto Were ſeve- 
ral arched vaults. Which ſervecd tas cabins 


Herod's ſons ent with the utmoſt rules of 
kindly receive 


ed by Ceſar. 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


lace;/ His reception of them was conſiſt- 
politeneſs and 
friendſhip; and having, in addition to all 
his former favours to Herod, conferred on 


him the government of the three provinces 


of Trachon, Batanza, and Auranitis, he 
likewiſe ſubmitted to his own choice which 
of his fons)ſhould ſucceed him in the go- 
vernment of Judea. | 
The lands of Lyſanius having been rent- 
ed by one Zenodorus, he could not reſt ſa- 
tified with the lawful profits of his farm, 
but went ſhares with the free-booters of 
Trachon, who, in a great meaſure, ſubſiſt- 
ed on the pillage they obtained from the 
inhabitants of Damaſcus. Now Zenodo- 
rus, whoſe buſineſs it was to puniſh thoſe 
invaders of their neighbour's property, 
made no ſcruple of accepting his proporti- 
on of the ſtolen effects. Hereupon thoſe 
people who had been the principal ſufferers 
by their violent proceedings, made appli- 
cation to Varro, who governed the 
vince at that time, requeſting he would 
grant a letter to Cæſar, againſt Zenodorus. 
This being done, Cæſar fignified his royal 
pleaſure, that the“ thieves ſhould be ſmok- 
ed out of their holes like hornets ;* and 
he likewiſe conferred on Herod the govern- 
ment of that province, in expectation that, 
for the future, the Trachonites might be 
kept in ſubjection. Theſe diſorderly people 
oſſeſſed neither towns, houſes nor lands, 
but inhabited caves and dens, like beaſts ; 
but in theſe they were provided with ſuch 
ſtores: of food, and plenty of water, that 
it could not but be very difficult to drive 
them out; nor was it an eaſy matter to ex- 
plore their receſſes: befides, as they lived 
by their unlawful depredations, they would 
be very unwilling to quit their irregular 
courle of life. It was not poſſible for more 


than one perſon at a time to enter into 


their hiding places, as the paſſage was fo 
extremely narrow ;- but the apartments in 
the inſide were more ſpacious than can be 
imagined, and the whole was covered 
with flat and plain roofs. Upon the whole, 
their retreat conſiſted of one immenſe rock, 
that was almoſt impaſſable; the turnings 
and different paſſes in it were innumerable, 
and it was neceſſary to have a guide to find 
the right way into it. The abandoned in- 


habitants of this place were deſperate be- 


yond the power of deſcription ; and would 
rob each other, rather than not gratify their 
natural propenſity to theft. Bs 

Herod had no ſooner entered on the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the government of his new pro- 
vince, than taking with him a number of 


guides and agents, he explored the receſſes 


of the thieves, drove them from their re- 
treats, and re-eſtabliſhed peace and ſecuti- 
ty in the country. Zenodorus was ſo en- 


pro- | 
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raged at the late events, partly, . perhaps, 
through 'mortification on account: of his 
having loſt his government, and part] 
through its being given to Herod; that he Zed, 
Hoſt no time in complaining of the latter, Hb 
, 7 01 
tor Which purpoſe he made à journey to vin 
Rome; but all his accuſations produced note. 
the effect he deſired. | 
During this ſituation of public affairs, 
Agrippa was commiſſioned by Cæſar to go 
into Aſia, to aſſume the command of the 
trauſmarine provinces in that country. Now 
Agrippa being a particular friend and old 
acquaintance of Herod, he went as far as 
Mytilene to meet him on his journey, and 
then returned into Judea. Immediately 
upon the arr.val of Agrippa, the Gardarenes 
repaired to him, and exhibited grievous 
complaints againſt the conduct of Herod: 
but, without permitting them to ſpeak in 
their own juſtification, he ſent them in 
chains to the king. by. 
About the ſame time, the Arabians be- 
gan to manifeſt tokens of their enmity to 
Herod, on the {core of an antient animo- 
lity. Finding his influence and authority 
upon the decline, Zenodorus came to an 
agreement with the Arabians, according to 
which they were to pay him an annual 
rent of fifty talents for a certain portion of 
his eſtate in the province of Auranitis. Now 
this being within the limits of the govern- 
ment which Cæſar had granted to Herod, 
the Arabians retuſed to continue their an- 
nual payments, and after conteſting the 
matter in a legal way, entertained thoughts 
of taking up arms. Herod was fully ap- 
priſed of their proceedings: but leſt po- 
pular tumults ſhould enſue, he deemed it 
prudent to have recourſe to gentle rather 
than coercive meaſures. „„ 
In the ſeventh year of the reign of He- 
rod, Cæſar made a journey into Syria, 
where the Gadarenes repaited to him with 
heavy accuſations againſt Herod, whom 
they repreſented as an inſupportable tyrant. 
Theſe charges were principally in conſe- 
uence of the inſtigations of Zenodorus, 
who had bound himſelf by an oath, never 
to diſcontinue perſecuting Herod till the 
Gadarenes ſhould be releaſed from their 
ſubjection to him, and again placed under 
the immediate authority of Czlar. 
However ſevere againſt Jewiſh offenders, 
no man could be leſs diſpoſed than Herod 
to avenge the injuries he received from 
ſtrangers. Notwithſtanding he was accul- 
ed of plundering and oppretiing the Ga- 
datenes, and with prophaning and deſtroy- 
ing their temples, Cæſar (till treated Herod 
with his uſuel kindneſs. So evident Was 
the pertiality of Cæſar towards Herod, that 
being driven to deſperation by the fear of 
being delivered into the power of the king, 


gl 


| 


| and 
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and puniſhed with torture, on the follow- 
ing night ſome of the Gadarenes cut their 


own throats, ſome drowned themſelves, 
and others threw themſelves from the rocks 


and precipices. 


Ceſar concluding them ſelf-condemned 


by theſe acts of ſuicide, acquitted Herod 
without any farther ceremony. In his fa- 
vour there now likewiſe appeared another 
very fingular providential circumſtance; 


and this was nothing leſs than the death of 


Zenodorus, which happened at Antioch, in 


* Syria, in conſequence of a violent dyſen- 


I tenpie to 


Wiguſtus, 


& makes 


Brod ere cts 


tery. Hereupon Cæſar immediately put 
Herod in poſſeſſion of a very conſiderable 


eſtate, which had been the property of 


Zenodorus, and which was fituated be- 
tween Galilee and Trachonitis, compre- 
heading Ulatha, Panium, and the adjacent 
countrv. 


Syria, and directed that his orders and 
commands ſhould be obeyed in-every par- 
ticular, WERE. 

By this time the good fortune of Herod 


was advanced to fo great a height, that as 
Cæſar and Agrippa were the two ſupreme | 


governors of the empire, ſo he was equally 


a favourite with them both ; for Agrippa 
loved him better than any other man except 
Cæſar; while the affetion that Cæſar en- 
tertained for him was next to that eſteem 


which he had for Agrippa. 


children for ſupport. | 
This matter being adjuſted, Herod paid 

a conſtant court to Cæſar, whom he attend- 
ed till he ſaw him embarked, and he re- 
turned to his own abode. Theeſtate which 
had belonged to Zenodorus, Herod now 


white marble, in honour of Cæſar, and in 
grateful remembrance of his benefactions. 


This building was erected near the cave 
which is called Panias, fituated at the bot- 
tom of a mountain celebrated for the river 
Jordan taking its riſe there, At the bot- 
tom of this mountain is a cavern of pro- 
digious depth, in which are ſpr.ngs of 
water that are continually bubbling. The 


proſpect for this mountain is remarkabl 


ſtance. - ö 
On this occaſion Herod ſought the means 
of ingratiating himſelf with his ſubjects; 


He likewiſe conferred on him a 
ſupreme authority over the governors of 


In conſequence of this weight of intereſt, 
ms: Herod prevailed on Cæſar to grant the com- 
miſſion of a tetrarch ot Judza to his bro- 
ther Pheroras, to whom he likewiſe allow- 
ed a revenue of a hundred talents out of 
his own private fortune, that he might not 
be deſtitute of a reſource in caſe of a change 
in his affairs; nor obliged to apply to his 


ſet about erecting a magnificent temple of 


following words; “ Hail king 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS: 


-. 


and to this end he releaſed them from a pay- 


3 them from the diſtreſs occaſioned 
by the famine: but his true motive was to 
conciliate their affections: for he had done 
io many things ſcandalous to religion, 
and in violation of the laws of good 
manners, that the people in general were 
extremely diſguſted with him; nor did the 

ſcruple to ſpeak againſt his conduct in the 
moſt public manner. This laid him under a 
neceſſity of taking yet other methods to 
keep his people in ſubjeCtion : the princi- 
pal of which were, the commanding that 
every man ſhould attend only to his own. 
buſineſs, and that. there ſhould be no po- 
pular meetings held. He appointed ſpies 


commiſſioned officers to take into cuſtod 
all perſons who ſhould act in diſobedience. . 
to his commands. Inconſ.quence hereof . 
many people were apprehended, and com- 
mitted to the fort of Hyrcana, where they 
were rigorouſly puniſhed. The roads, ſtreets; 
lanes, and all other avenues were cloſely 
beſe twith ſpies, and Herod frequently went 
among his ſubjects by night in diſguiſe, in 


tained of his government. He contrived 
means for having all perſons put to death, 
who were ſevere in their remarks upon his 
conduct; but thoſe who ſpoke with mote 
caution, it was his cuſtom to diſmils, after 
adminiſtering to them an oath of allegi- 
ance. The oath was offered to Pollio, the 
Phariſee, and to Sameas, as well as to their 
reſpective. diſciples : but upon their declin- 
ing to' make the depoſition, Herod urged 
them no further on the ſubject, on account 
of the eſteem he entertained for Pollio. Nor 
was his conduct leſs generous towards the 
Eſſenes, a ſect whoſe principles bore a 
great reſemblance to thote of the Pythago- 
reans among the Grecks. © f 


his ſchool-fellows, addreſſed him in the 
| of the 
Jews.” Upon this, Herod faid he was not 
deſcended from a family that would qualify 
him for the royal ſtation, aud that he either 
did not know him, or meant to make him 
an object of ridicule.” Manahem ſaid it 


was irrevocably determined he ſhould be “ 


advanced to a throne, and that it would be 


| | y || duty incumbent on him to govern ac- 
delightful ; but the mountain itſelf is ſtill 
more remarkable from this temple in hon- 


our of Cæſar, than for any other circum- 


cording to the rules of righteouſneſs and 
equity, but that he was ſecretly impelled 


to declare, that he would diſregard this 


advice, and that he forefaw he would 
neither ſerve God, nor act towards his ſub- 


jects as his duty required, though he would 
nme 


mentofa third of their taxes, under pretence of 


to watch the motions of all companies, and 


order to learn what opinion they enter- 
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While Herod was a boy, an Eſſene, Th. prophe· 
named Manahem, a man of itri& integrity, cy of Mana · 
and celebrated for poſſeſſing the gift of hem. 
prophecy, obſerving the youth at play with 
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be fortunate in other reſpects, and acquire 
great reputation; adding, that no 
his conduct could be concealed from the 
Moſt High, and that he would die by a 
dreadful judgment from Heaven. 

This prediction was paid little attention 
to by Herod, nor for a conſiderable time 
did it again enter into his mind; but when 
he came to be advanced to the throne, and 
was in the utmoſt ſplendor of his circum- 
ſtances, he cauſed Manahem to be brought 
to him, and queſtioned him how long he 
thought his reign would continue. To this 
Manahem returning a dubious reply, He- 
rod again cloſely queſtioned him, whether 
it was his opinion that he would reign ten 
years; Yes, replied the other, twenty, 
and even thirty ;” on faying which words he 
ſtopped, and declined to mention the pre- 
ciſe period. Herod, however, appeared 
to be ſatisfied with what he had ſaid, diſ- 
miſſed him in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner, and, ever after that period, held the 
Eſſenes in the higheſt degree of eſteem. If 


any part of this narrative ſhould ſeem to| 
exceed the juſt bounds of credibility, the 


reader will recollect that there are innume- 
rable inſtances of righteous men having 
been favoured with particular revelations 
of the ſecret counſels and purpoſes of the 


Divine Will. N 


CHAP, XIV. 


Herod propoſes to cunſtruct a temple. The 
building is compleated and dedicated. 


N the eighteenth year of his reign, He- 
1 rod formed the reſolution of erecting a 
temple to the honour of God, which he 
propoſed ſhould be a much larger and more 
ſplendid building than the former. This 


work he intended ſhould redound to the 


credit of his name, and tend more effectu- 
ally to perpetuate his memory, than all he 
had done before; which proved to be ac- 
tually the caſe: but leſt the . ſhould 
conceive that he propoſed a plan which 
would be too difficult in its execution, he 
cauſed them to be ſummoned together, to 
try what the force of reaſon would do to- 
wards removing of that objection: and 
when they were met, he repreſented to 
them the practicability of compleating the 
plan he had deviſed, fince in addition to 
the advantages of an ample wpply of 
ready caſh, he was upon terms of inviol- 
able friendſhip with the Romans, who were 
the maſters oF the world ; adding, that his 
view in this undertaking was to advance the 
glory of God. 


— 
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part of 
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* An hundred cubits amounted to ſomething more 
than one hundred and eighty two Engliſh feet, that 
is, fixty yards and two feet; and an hundred and | 


* 


mY 
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the public, who were apprehenſive that the 
old temple would be demoliſhed, without 


any aſſurance being given for ſupplying its 


place with another edifice; and, indeed, 
they rather hoped than expected that a new 
building would be formed. Being inform- 
ed of the uneaſineſs of the people, the king 
ſolemnly promiſed that the preſent temple 
ſhould remain entire till the materials for 
the new one ſhould be provided ; and in this 
circumſtance his pertormance kept pace 
with his promiſe. | 
For the completion of this work, a hun- 
dred carriages were provided 


of theſe the beſt in each kind that could 
poſſibly be procured ; and for the ſuper- 

tendance of them, a thouſand prieſts that 
underſtood the buſineſs of maſonry ; 
and theſe prieſts were ſupplied with 
robes and veſtments at the king's ex- 
pence. When the workmen were en- 
gaged, and the ſtones, timber, and other 
materials all provided the firſt work they 
began upon was to clear the old foundation, 
and lay a new one in its ſtead: and on 
this they elevated a ſuperſtructure of a tem- 
ple, the length of which was a hundred 


cubits, and the height one hundred and 


twenty; but as it afterwards happened that 
the odd twenty cubits ſunk, it fell ſo much 
ſhort of the original defign ; and our fore- 
fathers, in the time of Nero, had an inten- 


tion of ſupplying the defect. The whole 


building was à compoſition of durable 
white ſtone, each ſtone being eight cubits 
high, twelve broad, and twenty-five in 
length. | | 85 

The principal front of this extraordinary 
building had very much the appearance of 
a palace, the center part of which was 
much higher than the ſides. The proſ- 
pect it afforded towards the fields was ex- 
tremely agreeable, and this proſpect extend- 
ed into the country ſeveral furlongs : nor 
was the view of the building itſelf leſs 
pleaſing to thoſe who had their reſidence 
oppoſite to it, or ſuch as were travelling 
towards it. The porch of the temple was 
a curiofity no leſs ſingular than the reſt of 


the building; the upper part of it being a- 


dorned with an abundance of the richeſt 
tapeſtry hanging, variety of beautiful pur- 
ple flowers, and pillars appearing to be in- 
terwoven ; round the pillars a golden vine 
crept and entwined itſelf, and branches of 
which ſaſpended cluſters of grapes that de- 
ſcended in elegant negligence from the 


— 
1 * 
— — 

— 


twenty to ſomething more than ſeventy two yards; 
twenty cubits being full thirty ſix feet. 


cCOr- 


(Book 1 
| This propoſition was highly alarming to 


to remove Peſaiph, 


{tones and other materials: of artiſts and _ 


handicraftsmen there were ten thouſand and by Heng, 
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cornices of the toom; the whole ex- building to the ſame uſe : but upon his dea 
hibiting a piece of workmanſhip no leſs|| ceaſe; it fell into the hands of the Romans, 
valuable for the materials with which it with whom it remained till the time of 
was formed, than the admirable ſkill with Tiberius, during whole. reign the n- 


which it was executed. 


ment of Syria was given to Vitellius. In 


Large galleries extended round the tem- return for the honourable reception he had 
ple, which were equally ſuperb and mag- || experienced at Jeruſalem, Vitellius ſolicited 


nificent with the reſt of the work ; but, 


Czlar to give the Jews poſſeſſion of the fa- 


for the elegence and beauty of their ſtruc- | cred veſtments, which he accordingly did: 


ture, greatly ſurpaſſing any thing that had 
been ſeen before of that kind. Two ſtrong 
walls formed the ſupport for two of theſe 
galleries, and were of themſelves deemed 
ieces of work of remarkable excellence. 
Near this city nature had placed a ſteep 
rocky hill; but on the eaſtward fide the 


deſcent was gently floping. Now Solomon, | 
in former ages, had by the particular com- 


mand of God, ſurrounded this hill with a 
wall, and the lower extremity of it was en- 
compaſſed by another wall, under which, 
towards the ſouth, was a deep valley. This 


was compoſed of ſtones of immenſe ſize 


cramped together with irons round the 

whole work, and extending down to the 
botom of the hill. This work was 
built in a ſquare. form, and was deemed a 
moſt extraordinary piece of architecture al- 
lowance being made for its depth and ma- 
gnitude. The beſt judgment was to be 
formed of the fize of the ſtones wherewith 
it was built by viewing it on the outſide, 
ſince within they were jointed and let into 
each other for the purpoſe of guarding them 

being from ſeparated by the inclemency 
of the weather. 

The ſpace between the wall and the hill 
was filled with earth, ſo as to bring the ſur- 
face to a level; and then four galleries were 
built, each being deemed a furlong in ex- 
tent, Within the ſquare a ſtone wall was 
built, extending round the top of the hill ; 
and it was ornamented to the eaſt ward with 
a double porch, oppoſite the portal of the 
_ temple ſtanding in the middle. Different 
princes liberally contributed to the adorn- 
ment of this portal ; and round the temple 
were hung the ſpoils and trophies obtained 
from the Barbarians, which Herod cauſed 
to be dedicated anew, adding ta them many 
of a latter date, which he had gained in his 
wars with the Arabians. 

Upon one of the angles of the north fide 
ſtood a firong and well fortified building, 
the work of ſome of the Aſmonean line, a 
family that for a long ſucceſſion of years, 
had executed the joint offices of prince and 
high-prieſt. This place was called Baris, 
or the tower, and therein were depoſited 
the pontifical habits, which, agreeable to 
ancient cuſtom, were never to be brought 
forth, but when the high-prieſt had occa- 
fion to make to uſe of them in the diſ- 
charge of his duty. Herod applied the 


The building remained in poſſeſſion of the 
Jews till the death of king Agrippa, when 
Caſſius Longinus, governor of Syria, and 
Yor Fadues; lieutenant of Judea, cauſed 
the holy garments to be removed to Fort 
Antonia, alledging that it was proper they 
ſhould as formerly remain the cuſtody of the 
Romans, | | | 
Hereupon theJews diſpatched meſſengers: 
to Claudius Cæſar entreating the inter poſi- 
tion of bis authority in their behalf. The 
young king Agrippa, who had ſucceeded 
his father, being at this time at Rome, he 
requeſted that the veſtments might be 
committed to-his care, and in compliance 
with his defire, Cæſar diſpatched orders to 
Vitellius to deliver them to him. In anci-: 
ent days the ſacred veſtments were kept 
under the ſeals of the high-prieſt dis 
treaſurer of the temple; and in the courſe 
of the day preceding that of any ſolemn 


feſtival, theſe officers applied to the perſon 
having the command of the Roman fort, 
and upon producing theit ſeal; they were 
allowed to take the holy robes into their 
cuſtody: and when the ſervice of the day was 
concluded they depoſited them in the place 
from whence they bad been taken, and ſeal- 
ed them up in preſence of the governor. It 
would not have been neceſſary for me to 
have been fo particular in the deſcription of 
this ceremony, but that there have been 
many alterations from time to time in the 
mode of proceeding. The fort above- 
mentioned was already a place of na ſmall. 
degree of ſtrength, but very conſiderable 
additions were. made to its fortifications by 
Herod, who while he was engaged in this 
work, he fortified the temple, on which he 
beſtowed the name of Antonia in teſtimony 
of reſpect to Antony, heretofore emperoriof 
the Romans, who had honoured him with 


| very diftinguiſhed marks of his friendſhip. | 


The following is a deſcription of that part of, 8 


the temple, which was called the firſt en- ure, 
cloſure. There were four gates on the 


welt ſide of the wall, one of which ledacroſs 
a valley to the court that lay on the oppoſite 
ſide. Another of theſe gates led to the city, 
and two to the ſuburbs : from each gate was 
a large flight of ſteps down into the valley, 
and there was an equal number by which 
to aſcend on the oppoſite fide. There Was 


another gate in the middle of the ſquare, 


iy an equal diſtance from the two angles : 
a tariple 


work was of the Corinthian order. 


Another en- 


cloſure. 


was an inſcription, intimating, that if any 
| ſtrangers preſumed to enter there, they 
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a triple gallery extended from the eaſt ſide of 
the gallery, which was the greateſt extent of 
length that the place would admit. It is 
impoſſible to conceive an idea of any thing 
more aſtoniſhing than this view afforded: 
for ſo very great was the depth of the val- 
ley, and ſo great the height of the build- 
ing erected on the borders of it, that it 
was almoſt impoſſible for a perſon to look | 
from the top to the bottom without his 

head ſwimming ſo that he would imagine 
his brain was turned. The galleries were 
ſupported by four rows of pillars, equally 
diftant each from the other; and be- 
tween thoſe of the fourth rank a ſtone 
wall was built. The pillars themſelves 
were built on a double baſe, and were twen- 
ty-ſeven feet in length, and fo large that 
three men could but juſt encompals them. 

The whole number of theſe pillars was no 
leſs than one hundred and ſixty two, the 
chapiters of which were beautiful and e- 
legant beyond deſcription; and the carved 
There 
were three galleries between theſe four 
rows of pillars, two of which bore an ex- 
act reſemblance to each other, being each 
of them thirty feet wide, fifty in height, 
and in length a furiong; but the middle 
gallery was double the height of the other 
two, and forty-five feet in width. An 
abundant variety of curious figures was 
wrought in the wainſcotting. A piece of 
ſtone- work ſo admirably formed, cement- 
ed, and compacted together, as to have the 
appearance f one entire ſtone, ſupported 
the roof of the middle gallery. 

Having ſaid thus much by way of de- 
ſcribing the firſt encloſure we, muſt now 
remark, that not far from it was another, 
formed by the erection of a ſtone wall, to- 
wards which the aſcent was by two ſteps, 
and there was a partion of ſtone, on which 


— 


ſhould be puniſhed with death: this diviſion 
formed an inward encloſure, to which were 
three gates, towards the north and ſouth, 


their wives; but it was not [lawful for the . 


this place the temple was erected, before 


prieſts offered up their ſacrifices. This 
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women to proceed any farther, 

Between the two encloſures abovemen. 
tioned, there was a third place where Itech 
was lawful only for the prieſts to enter; ang 
this was called the middle encloſure. In 


which was placed the altar, where the 


place was ſo ſacred that, even Herod himſelf 
durſt not enter it, ſince the law prohibited 
him from ſo doing, as he was not a prieſt. 
For this reaſon Herod oommitted the care 
of this part of the ſacred work to the prieſts; 
and they compleated it in the ſpace of 
eighteen months; whereas Herod himſelf, 
in ſuperintending the completion of the reſt, 
employed no leſs a time than eight years. 
The completion of this great undertak- 
ing was the cauſe of great joy to the people, 
who united in returning thanks to the Al- 
mighty for the bleſſing he had beſtow- 
ed on their endeavours, and likewiſe 
{poke in the higheſt terms of the king, for 
the laudable zeal he had ſhewn in the pro- 
motion of the worſhip of God. 
On occafion of the reſtoration of the 
temple three hundred oxen: were facrificed en 
on account of the king, beſides a ſurpriſing "_ 
number upon that of perſons of all ranks 
in life. The ceremony of the dedication 
of the temple was performed with great ſo- 
lemnity, and it took place on the anniver- 
tary of Herod's acceſſion to the throne. 

From Fort Antonia, Herod cauſed a ſub- 
terraneous paſſage to be formed, leading to 
the eaſtern gate of the temple, where an- 
other fort was eredted; and the intention 
of this paſſage was to ſecure a private re- 
treat, in caſe of any treaſonable practices, 
either againſt himſelf or his ſucceſſors. A 
tradition is extant, that while the temple 
was building, no rain fell in the day, but 
that the earth was ſufficiently refreſhed with 
moiſture during the night; and this was 
deemed to be in conſequence of the parti- 
cular interpoſition of Providence; that the 
progreſs of the work might not be impeded. 


— — 


at equal diſtances each from the other. To 
the eaſt ward there was another gate conſi- 
derably larger than the foi mer, at which ſuch 
men as had been purified were permitted 


This has been tranſmitted from father to 
ſon; and in a caſe where the worſhip of 
the Almighty was concerned, ſuch inter- 
polition appears by no means inconſiſtent 


to enter, if they came in company with 


with the laws of Divine Providence. 


* * * 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 
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From the Year of the World 395 5 10 3961. 
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I. 


A law eftabliſhed for puniſhing houſe-breakers. Herod vijits Ceſar at Rome, and returns 
to Feruſalem, accompanied by his two ſons. The malevolence of Salome towards the 


Princes. 


+ 2A$&-&KY.ONSIDERING himſelf bound 
F Jin duty to provide fot a pro- 
S 9 per adminiſtration of public 
* juſtice, Herod enacted a law, 
N 6 purporting, that offenders con- 
WO victed of houſe breaking 
ſhould be fold into ſlavery either to na- 
tives or foreigners. The people judged 
this law to be an inſult upon the cuſ- 
toms and inſtitutions of their nation, ra- 
ther than as proceeding from a regard to 
public juſtice, and that the ſubjecting men 
to the juriſdiction of people living under 
different laws and regulations was not meant 
ſo much as a puniſhment to the criminal as 
an affront and injury to religion. It is en- 
ated by our ancient laws, that a felon be 
condemned to make four-told reſtitution, 
provided he be poſſeſſed of property; that, 
in caſe of being inſolvent, he be ſold into 
ſlavery, but not to ſtrangers ; and that up- 
on the expiration of ſeven years, he be re- 
ſtored to liberty. The new law was con- 
ſidered as tyrannical, and as being delibe- 
rately paſſed in contempt of the ancient 
practice. 
The king about this time went to Italy, 


— 


in order to viſit his two ſons, and pay his Herod takes 
reſpects to Ceſar. The princes were of tall & journey to 

and graceful perſons, and there was a dig- 

nity in their manners and converſation that 

ſeemed to prove thegn of royal deſcent. The 

emperor preſented the princes to their fa- Cæſar graci- 
ther, who found they had attained great uf receives 


. Oe hi d re- 
proficiency both in literature and the know ſtores him nis 


ledge of buſineſs. Having paid his reſpects two ſons. 


to Celar, Herod returned to Jeruſalem, 
accompanied by his ſons, who were joyfully 
received by the people. = 
The diſtinction which the Jews in gene- 
ral paid to the princes was a circumſtance 
highly diſpleaſing to Salome, and thoſe who 
had been concerned with her in effecting 
the deſtruction of Mariamne; and they 
conſidered the royal youths as the inſtru- 
ments reſerved by Providence whereby 
they were to be puniſhed for having cauſed 
the death of their mother. To provide for 
their own ſafety, they determined to at- 
tempt the ruin of the princes by ſuch ſlan- 
derous inſinuations as might alienate the 
affections of their father from them; and 
therefore they induſtriouſly progagated a 
rumour purporting that the ſons entertein- 
5 A ed 


Agrippa ho- 
nourably en» 
tertained by 
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ed an J ee enmity towards their fa- 
ther for having put their mother to death. 


HRA I, 


Ariſtobulus married to Berenice, and Alex- 
ander to Glaphyra. Agrippa viſits He- 
rod. 


Otwithſtanding the conſpiracy of Sa- 
lome and her adherents, Herod con- 
tinued an unreſerved tenderneſs for his ſons; 
and through his negociation Ariſtobulus e- 
ſpouſed Berenice, daughter of Salome, and 


Alexander married Glaphyra, daughter of 


Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. 

Being informed that Marcus Agrippa 

was returned from Italy into Aſia, Herod 
repaired to him, and earneſtly intreated that 
he would confer upon him the honour of 
a viſit. This invitation being accepted, 
Herod exerted his utmoſt endeavours for 
entertaining his gueſt in a manner correſ- 
ponding with his exalted rank. He con- 
ducted, him to Sebaſte, the port of Cæ- 
ſaria, the forts of Alexandrion, Herodi- 
an, Hyrcania, and in ſhort to all the 
remarkable cities, palaces and other places, 
which he had built or repaired, where he 
entertained him and his friends with all 
poſſible magnificence and ſplendor. Hav- 
ing made this expedition, Herod conducted 
Agrippa to Jeruſalem, where the people re- 
ceived him with expreſſions of joy, and the 
acclamations and other ceremonies uſual on 
a ſolemn feſtival. On this occaſion Agri p- 
pa dedicated to the Lord an hecatomb, 
which is a ſacrifice of an hundred vic— 
tims, and feaſted the multitude. The 
behaviour of Herod proved ſo agree- 
able, that Agrippa was deſirous of prolong- 
ing his viſit : but as the winter approached, 
and the ſeas were dangerous in that ſeaſon, 
he embarked, after having received many 
honours and valuable preſents, and return - 
ed with his troops to Ionia. 


CHAP. III. 


Embarking for Leſbos, Herod is driven to 
Chios. Meeting Agrippa at Sinope, they 
go in company to Samos. 


ARLY in the ſpring, Herod embark- 

ed for Leſbos, expecting to meet his 
friend Agrippa there ; for he had received 
intelligence that he was leading an army 
toward the Boſphorus. Having paſſed 
Rhodes and Coas, he was forced by the 
northern winds upon the iſle of Chios, and 
detained there ſeveral days. During his 
reſidence in this place, he received viſits from 
many perſons of diſtinction, whom he com- 
limented with magnificent preſents : and 
obſerving that, from a ſcarcity of money, 


a pardon to the IIlienſians, who had given 


to the inhabitants of all the places he 
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the public ediſices which had been deſtroy. 
ed in the Mithridatic war ſtill remained in 
ruins, he gave the inhabitants credit for a 
ſum ſufficient to defray the expence of the 
neceſſary reparations, expreſsly chargin 
them to compleat the work with all poſſible 
expedition, 

Upon the wind changing to a favourable 
point, Herod embarked and failed to Mity- 
ene, and thence to Byzantium. Having 
received intelligence that Agrippa had paſ. 
{ed the Cyanean rocks, he made all poſſible 
{peed in purſuit of him, and at length join. 
ed him at a city of Pontus called Sinope, 
Agrippa was no leſs rejoiced than ſurpriſed 
at the unexpected arrival of Herod ; and on 
the meeting of theſe princes, they gave every 
demonſtration of an honourable and reci- 
procal friendſhip. Agrippa made grateful 
acknowledgments to Herod for the ſingu— 
lar inſtance of kindneſs he had ſhewn in 
poſtponing the concerns of his own govern- 
ment, and joining him with a powerful 
fleet at a point of time when his affairs were 
in the moſt preſſing exigency. Agrippa re- 
poſed an unlimited confidence in Heroc, to 
whoſe advice in council he paid the great- 
eſt deference; and theſe princes were fo 
ſtrongly united, that they jointly partcok of 
labours, dangers and difficulties, as well as 
the pleaſurable relaxations from the ardu- 
ous concerns annexed to their fituation. 

Having diſpatched the buſineis that had 
called him to Pontus, Agri ppa accompanied 4 | 
by Herod, returned over land. They dire&- by rv WM 
ed their courſe through Paphlagonia, Cap- fps. 
padoica and the greater Phrygia ; and ar- 
riving at Epheſus, they there took ſhipping 
for Samos. During their progreſs, Herod 
afforded divers proofs of the generoſity of 
his diſpoſition, by liberal donations on his 
own account, and by ſolciting from Agrip- 
a favours in behalf of the inhabitants 
of the places through whick they paſ- 
ſed. At the inſtance of Herod he granted 


Herod Jre 
Vides for 
repair of 
uildin; 
moliſhes 
Mithrig; 


him great cauſe of provocation. He allo 
diſcharged a conſiderable arrcar which 
the people of Chios had incurred to the 
emperor. And in ſhort, through the 
interceſſion of Herod, he gave full ſcope 
to the natural benevolence of his diſpoſition 


viſited. _ 
wel eo We M$ 


Agrippa grauts a hearing 10 the Jews of 
Tonia, in whoſe favour a deternminattlni 1s 
paſſed. 

PON their arrival in the province of 
Ionia, Herod and Agrippa found 4 

great number of Jews aſſembled there, who 
vented bitter complaints againſt the inha- 
bitants for having interrupted them in the 


3 
— 


exeri- 


1 


1. VI.] 


ay wh» ---. , 

75 clients with great powers of eloquence, enu- 
be merating the hardſhips impoſed upon them 
zaun AS well as the exemptions and privileges 


e. 


of their own laws, and living in conformi- 


not been confined within ſuch moderate 


them, 


exerciſe of their religion and laws. They 
tated, that the officers were accuſtomed 
to diſperſe their public meetings; to com- 


el them to attend the courts of juſtice on 


the Sabbath; to intercept the conveyance 
of the holy treaſure to Jeruſalem ; to oblige 


them to take up arms; and alſo to exact | 


duties out of their ſubſiſtence money ; con- 
tending that theſe oppreſſions were inflicted 
in direct violation of the privileges granted 
them by the Romans. At the inſtance of 
Herod, Agrippa conſented to hear the 
cauſe of the Jews, and accordingly ſum- 
moned a council of honourable Romans, 
ſeveral princes, and other perſons of diſ- 
tinguiſhed rank. Herod retained his 
friend Nicolaus to plead in behalf of the 
complainants, before the court; where A- 
grippa was to preſide. | 

The advocate pleaded the cauſe of his 


ranted by the Romans, and recorded up- 
on the tables of braſs in the capitol ; and 
a confirmation of thoſe rights, he ſaid, was 
the whole object the petitioners had in 
view; adding, however, that the league of 
amity ſubſiſting between Agrippa and He- 
tod induced him to hope for an increaſe, 
rather than to fear a diminution of the fa- 
your hitherto ſhewn towards the Jews. 
The Greeks made no attempt to invali- 

date what had been advanced by Nicolaus ; 
for the matter in agitation was not a judi- 
cial trial of right, but a petition for redreſs 
of grievances. They urged, however, that 
the Jews were foreigners, and a burthen 
upon the natives. On the other hand, it 
was contended, that being entitied to the 
privileges of citizens, the Jews could not 
come under the deſcription of foreigners ; 
that they were a people under the regulation 


ty to the will of the Almighty, and at peace 
with mankind. REM , 
Convinced of the juſtice of their cauſe, 
Agrippa declared himſelf in favour of the 
Jews and ſignified, that if their deſires had 


bounds, he ſhould have complied with 
provided he could have done it con- 
fiſtent with a due regard to the dignity of 
the ſtate of Rome. ** Since the requiſition 
of the Jews, ſaid Agrippa, are ſo reaſon- 
able, from a regard to common juſtice, and 
a reſpect to their ſovereign, I pronouncea full 
ratification of the privileges, which by pre- 
vious grants, they have an undoubted right 
to claim; and I promiſe, that as long as 
they continue within the limits of good or- 
der, the neceſſary meaſures ſhall be taken 
for guarding them againſt future vexations 
of this kind,” Having delivered this 


_—_—— 


BY FLAVIUS:jJOSFRPERUS er 


|| ſpeech, Agrippa diſſolved the aſſembly; 


aud in the name of the whole nation; Herod. 

expreſſed the warmeſt acknowledgmenis 
to him for his generous conduct, and theſe 

princes departed from Leſbos, after an in- 

terchange of profeſſions of friendſhip. 


S HA P. V. 


Returning to Jeruſalem, Herod informs the 


77 4 the advantages obtained in behalf 
of their friends refident in Aſia. | 


Mbarking for Cæſaria, Herod ſoon 
reached that place, and in a few days 

after arrived in Jeruſalem, where he ſum- 
moned a general ailembly of the people, and 
informed them of all the material occur- 


383 


Herod calls 
an aſſembly at 


rences during his late exped.tion, particu- Jeruſalem, 
larly mentioning that Agrippa had ſecured aud tells the 


people what 


the Jewiſh inhabitants of Aua in the poſ- had been 
leſſion of petſon l liberty, and the free ex- done for 


eiciſe of their laws and religion. He ſaid them in Aka, 


tne people had been ſingularly proſperous 
under his government, and that their fu- 
ture welfare was the firſt wiſh of his heart. 
To convince the multitude of his regard, he 
excuſed them the payment of one fourth 
of the cuſtomary tribute, which act of ge- 
nerolity was acknowledged with loud and 
repeated acelamations. 


C HA p. VI, 


Salome and Pheroras calumniate Alexan der 
and Ariſtobulus to Herod, who thereupon 
determines that Antipater ſhall ſucceed him 


in the government, Antipater accompa- 
nies Herod to Rome, 


INſpired with confidence by the ſucceſs 
1 attending her detractions of Mariamne. 
Salome determined upon attempting their 


| deſtruction of Ariſtobulus and Alexander, 
who ſhe was apprehenſive might revenge 


the death of their mother. Partly. from 


an abhorrence of the cruelty exerciſed upon 


Mariamne, and partly from the ambitious 
defire of attaining to the powers of the 
ſovereignty, the brothers were far from be- 


having with due reſpe&t towards Herod; 


which conduct, in ſome degree, ſerved to 
give countenance to the plot concerted for 
their rum. 3 

The princes diſcharged the moſt bitter 
and vehement reproaches againſt Salome 
and Pheroras : who on the ather hand, re- 
flected with equal ſeverity upon the youths 
though in a more cautious and artfyl 
manner, having recourſe to every ſtrata- 
gem they could deviſe; for betraying them 
into ſuch unguarded and intemperate con- 
duct, as might facilitate the project they 
hadin view. | 


o 


The 
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Salome and 

* Pheroras 
cantion He- 
rod agaiuſt 
his own ſors, 
and infiruate 
a conſpiracy 
againſt the 
father's life. 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


The princes declared that they conſi- 
dered it as an honour to have derived their 
exiſtence from ſo excellent a queen as Ma- 
riamne, whom, they inſiſted, had been 
barbarouſly murdered. This declara- 
tion was taken advantage of by their ene- 
mies, who propagated it ſo aſſiduouſly, 
that it ſoon became the prevailing ſubject 
of converſation among the people, the ge- 
nerality of whom, however, lamented the 
indiſcretion of the young men, in ſuffer- 
ing their paſhons to precipitate them into 
ſuch deſperate liberties of ſpeech. The 
youths were frequently heard to lament 
their own fate, as only inferior in miſery to 
that of their deceaſed mother ; for that 
they were compelled to live with thoſe who 
had imbrued their hands in her blood, 
and that they were, therefore, partakers in 
ſome mealure, of their iniquity. 

The abſence of Herod was a circumſtance 


exceedingly favourable to the conſpiracy. A| 


ſhort time having elapſed after the return 
of the king, Salome and Pheroras, with a 
well affected plauſibility, inſinuated to him 
that it was neceſſary he ſhould guard a- 
gainſt the danger which threatened him 
in the perſons of Alexander and Ariſtobu- 
las, who had publicly denounced vengeance 
againſt the murderers of their mother; 
and they falſely repreſented, that through 
the intereſt of Archelaus, king of Cappa- 
docia, they expected to compel Herod to 
abide the event of a judicial enquiry before 
the emperor. Herod was induced to place 
more confidence in theſe infinuations, as 


they were frequently repeated, and com- 
municated to him through a variety of 


channels. He reflected on the unhap- 
py ſituation to which he had already been 
reduced by difſentions in his family, and 
lamented that theſe diſagreements had 


proved deſtructive to his moſt valuable 


friendſhips, and deprived him of a wife, 


towards whom he entertained the moſt 


tender affection. He recalled to his ima- 
gination the events which had occurred, 
and thence pictured in idea of what might 
probably enſue in 2 

the proſpect was ſo alarming as nearly to 
drive him to a ſtate of diſtraction. His 
foreign concerns proved ſucceſsful to the 
utmoſt extent of his ſanguine hopes, while 
thoſe of a domeſtic nature were involved in 
all the difficulties which could unite to 
render him completely miſerable. It is to 
be queſtioned whether his ſplendid ſtation 
in life was a ſufficient counterbalance to 
the diſorders which prevailed in his fa- 
mily; and whether he would not have en- 


joyed a greater ſhare of happineſs in a pri- 
vate ſtation, than he experienced while 


ſurrounded with all the maguificence an- 


nexed to the regal character, 


— 


reſent inſtance ; and| 


| 


(Book x 
Herod remained ſome time under great 
embarraſſment, not knowing what courſe 
it would be moſt eligible to purſue in the 
diſtracted ſtate of his affairs; but, at length 
he reſolved to receive into his family a ſon 
named Antipater, whom he had cauſed to 
be privately educated; and to entertain the 
youth with particular reſpect ; judging 
that ſuch conduct would prove a check to 
the ambition of his other ſons. Agreeable a 


conſiderable authority, and repofed great 
truſt in him, ſignifying by his whole be. 
haviour towards him, that he meant the 
youth to be his ſucceſſor in the govern. 
ment. But the king's only motive in 
ſtiewing ſuch diſtinction to Antipater was 
to reduce the inſolence of his ſons by Ma- 
riamne, whom he imagined would be more 
obſervant of their duty, when they per- 
ceived that the favour they had enjoyed 
was transferred to Antipater, who, in con- 
ſequence of their own diſobedience was 
likely to be appointed the ſucceſſor to the 
ſevereignty. The reſpect ſhewn to Anti- 
pater ſerved to increaſe the paſſions of the 
brothers, who conſidered the deference paid 
to him as an affront offered to themſelves, 
To maintain the conſequence he had 
lo unexpectedly acquired, Antipater ſought 
every opportunity of traducing his brothers, 
by means of agents who were in the con- 
fidence of the king, and otherwiſe qualified 
to impoſe upon his credulous temper, By 
the artifices employed by Antipater, Herod 
was induced to ſend for his mother to court, 
and to write letters in his favour to Czlar, 
After an adminiſtration of ten years in 
Aſia, Agrippa ſet out on his+ return to 
Rome ; and Herod, accompanied by An- 
tipatcr, embarked, in order to give him the 
meeting, and compliment him with rich 
preſents. Herod requeſted Agrippa to per- 
mit Antipater to accompany him to Rome, 
and that he would introduce him to Cæſar, 
to whom he ſent. valuable preſents, as a 
means of ſecuring a favourable reception 
for his ſon. 


RN. 


Herod accuſes Alexander and Ariſtabulus 
before Caſar. 


HILE at Rome, Antipater was un- 
| happy in having no longer the op- 
portunity of gratifying his rancour towards 
the ſons of Mariamne by injurious repre- 
lentations to Herod, who he was apprehen- 
five might be prevailed upon to reftore them 
to favour. Under the pretext of extreme 
ſolicitude for his father's ſafety, he wrote 
letters containing ſuch malicious acculati- 
ons as induced Herod to conſider Alexander 


| | _ and 


2 a : 8 apt 
to this intention he inveſted Antipater with ks fete 
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ſhould 
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BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


and Ariſtobulus as his moſt inveterate ene-fnopoiſon,or deadlyinſtruments produced nor 


les · | 
7 Leſt the violence of his diſpleaſure 
tranſport him to ſome act of 
raſhneſs againſt the youths, he determined 
to exhibit complaints of their conduct 
before Ceſar. Repairing to Rome, he 
found the emperor was abſent from the ca- 
; but proceeding to Aquileia he pro- 
duced his ſons before Czfar, and accuſed 
them of an attempt to deprive him of life 
by poiſon, urging that the ambition of ob- 
taining poſſeſſion of the government had 
inſpired them with the horrid and unnatual 
defign. He ſaid their malice was fo in- 
veterate that, though defeated in their 
rebellious attempt upon the crown, they 
would ſtill enjoy a cruel ſatis faction in the 
inhuman murder of their father. He 
mentioned the ſpace of time he had indur- 
ed the diſobedience of his ſons, ſaying that 
now, in the laſt extremity, he was compel- 
Jed to the cruel netefirty of ſubmitting his 


was it pretended that any traiterous corre- 
ſpondence had been held: He ſaid, that par- 
ricides could never hope to be acknowledg- 


ed the ſovereigns of a pious and well - regu- 


lated people; nor could the murderers of 
Herod expect to eſcape the vengeance of 
Cæſar. Admonithed. by the unhappy fate 
of their mother, himſelf and his brother 
were convinced of the expediency of con- 
ducting themſelves with moderation, and of 


the danger of proceeding to acts of outrage. 
After ſaying it was unneceſſary to multiply 


arguments to controvert an accuſation in 
ſupport of which no evidence had even been 
attempted to be adduced, he declared that 
they withed not their lives to be preſerved, 
if they were to remain under the ſuſpicion 
of ſuch horrid wickedneſs as had been im- 
puted to them. | 


Upon the charge being exhibited againſt 
the princes, the emperor concluded it to 
be without foundation; and in this opini- 


385 


cauſe to the determination of Cæſar. on he was confirmed by Alexander's ad- 
While their father was delivering his q ref. The auditors were ſtrongly preju- 
charge, the Princes frequently wept, but diced in favour of the youths, and reſolved 
when he had concluded, their grief bur? to render them every ſervice in their power. 
forth in à tertent of tears. They were After a pauſe, Cæſar addreſſed the aſſembly 
not, however, affected by a confciouſneſs ſignifying, that the ſons were in ſome de- 
of guilt; but by the conſideration of the af-gree deſerving repręhenſion for thoſe in- 
fecting circumſtuhces to which they were || temperate expreſſions that had given riſe to 
reduced; for while a principle of filial their father's  dilpleaſure and ſuſpicions ; 
duty reſtrained them from oppoſing their || but he pronounced them guiltleſs of the 
father, they were urged to that meaſure by || crime alledged againſt them. Cæſar eee 
the deſire df Vindicating themſelves from commended the parties to conſign all their — declar- 
unmerkted imputatiens of guilt. Cæſar put animofities to oblivion, and to manifeſt ed innocent of 
2 juſt conſtruction upon their diffidence, as their reconeiliation by an immediate inter- _—_ 
indeed did the Whole affernbly,'the princes | change of profetions-of friendſhip. Upon again them. 
being univerſally compaſſionated, and even the emperor intimating by a ſign, that the 
their father being greatly affected at their ſous were to approach, with the greateſt 
digdreſe. Ahhumility in their deportment, and with 
e *netroatih-s' features expreſſive of the anguiſh of their 
minds, they came forward and were pre- 
paring to throw themſelves at the feet of 
their, father, who, however, prevented their 
intended humiliation, and taking them in 
is arms, embraced them with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs. This inſtanoe of kindneſs in 
Herod was equally unexpected and ſatisfac- 
tory to the whole court. Having made due 
acknowledgments to Cæſar, Herod depart- 
ed, accompanied by Alexander, Ariſtobu- 
lus and Antipater, the latter affecting an 
excels of joy on occaſion of the happy agree- 
ment. 1 1 „ 
Same days ſubſequent to the reconcili- 
ation between Herod and his ſons, Auguſ- 
tus gave an entertainment to the people; 
and at this time Herod made the emperor a 
preſent of three hundred talents, in return 
for which Cæſar granted him a moiety of 
the profits ariſing from the mines of Cyprus, 
and full power of diſpoſing of the reſidue 
of the income : he alſo confirmed the right 
© 


= — —-ͤ — — 


Alexander 


CHAP. VIII. 


Alexander adureſſes Ceſar in behalf of bim- 

e, and Ariſtobulus. The prinees are 
detlared innocent. Returning to Jeruſalem, 
Herod appoints Antipater his fuccefſor. = 


HE grief of the princes having fome- 

I what fubſided, they obſerved that 
the emperor was much affected, that many 
of the auditors: wept in compaſſion of their 
misfortunes; and that even the heart of their 
father was ſoftened towards them. Judg- 
ing this to be a favourable opportunity, | 
Alexander, the eldeſt of the brothers, ad- 

aciang dreſſed himſelf to Cæſar, ſaying Herod had | 
hoher. afforded a ſignal inſtance of impartiality in 
diſpenſing with the exerciſe of his authority 

as a king and a father, and ſubmitting the 
determination of the cauſe to the emperor. 

He obſerved, that in ſupport of the accu- 
ſation, no accomplices had been mentioned, 


Alexander's 
ſence of 


1 


384 THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, [Book x 
Herod remained ſome time under preat 
embarraſſment, not knowing what courſe 
it would be moſt eligible to purſue in the 
diſtracted ſtate of his affairs ; but, at length 
he reſolved to receive into his family a fon 
named Antipater, whom he had cauſed to 
be privately educated; and to entertain the 
youth with particular reſpect; judging 
that ſuch conduct would prove a check tog 
the ambition of his other ſous. Agreeable — 
to this intention he inveſted Antipater with bis 


The princes declared that they conſi- 
dered it as an honour to have derived their 
exiſtence from ſo excellent a queen as Ma- 

riamne, whom, they inſiſted, had been 
barbarouſly murdered. This declara- 
tion was taken advantage of by their ene- 
mies, who propagated it ſo aſſiduouſly, 
that it ſoon became the prevailing ſubject 
of converſation among the people, the ge- 
nerality of whom, however, lamented the 
indiſcretion of the young men, in ſuffer- 


Salome and 
Pheroras 


ing their paſſions to precipitate them into 
ſuch deſperate liberties of ſpeech. The 
youths were frequently heard to lament 
their own fate, as only inferior in miſery to 
that of their deceaſed mother ; for that 
they were compelled to live with thoſe who 
had imbrued their hands in her blood, 
and that they were, therefore, partakers in 
ſome mealure, of their iniquity. 

The abſence ot Herod was a circumſtance 
exceedingly favourable to the conſpiracy. A 


conſiderable authority, and repoſed great 
truſt in him, ſignifying by his whole be— 
haviour towards him, that he meant the 
youth to be his ſucceſſor in the govern- 
ment. But the king's only motive in 
ſhewing ſuch diſtinction to Antipater was 
to reduce the inſolence of his ſons by Ma- 
riamne, whom he imagined would be more 
obſervant of their duty, when they per- 
ceived that the favour they had enjoyed 


ieee was transferred to Antipater, who, in con- 
rod agaiuſt ſhort time having elapſed after the return||ſequence of their own diſobedience was 
eren. of the king, Salome and Pheroras, with af likely to be appointed the ſucceſſor to the 
a conſpiracy Well affected plauſibility, inſinuated to him||ſevereignty. The reſpect ſhewn to Anti- 
againſt the that it was neceſſary he ſhould guard a- pater ſerved to increaſe the paſſions of the 


father's life. 


gination the events which had occurred, 


render him completely miſerable. 


joyed a greater ſhare of happineſs in a pri- 
vate ſtation, than he experienced while 


proved deſtructive to his moſt valuable 


gainſt the danger which threatened him 
in the perſons of Alexander and Ariſtobu- 
las, who bad publicly denounced vengeance| 
againſt the murderers of their mother; 
and they falſcly repreſented, that through 
the intereſt of Archelaus, king of Cappa- 
docia, they expected to compel Herod to 
abide the event of a judicial enquiry before 
the emperor. Herod was induced to place 
more confidence in theſe inſinuations, as 
they were frequently repeated, and com- 
municated to him through a variety of 
channels. He reflected on the unhap- 
py ſituation to which he had already been 
reduced by diſſentions in his family, and 
lamented that theſe diſagreements had 


friendſhips, and deprived him of a wife, 
towards whom he entertained the moſt 
tender affection. He recalled to his ima- 


and thence pictured in idea of what might 


probably enſue in the preſent inſtance ; and 


the proſpect was ſo alarming as nearly to 
drive him to a ſtate of diſtraction. 
foreign concerns proved ſucceſsful to the 
utmoſt extent of his ſanguine hopes, while 
thoſe of a domeſtic nature were involved in 
all the difficulties which could unite to 
It is to 
be queſtioned whether his ſplendid ſtation 
in life was a ſufficient counterbalance to 
the diſorders which prevailed in his fa- 
mily; and whether he would not have en- 


ſurrounded with all the maguificence an- 
nexed to the regal character, 


His“ 


brothers, who conſidered the deference paid 
to him as an affront offered to themſelves. 

To maintain the conſequence he had 
ſo unexpectedly acquired, Antipater ſought 
every opportunity of traducing his brothers, 
by means of agents who were in the con- 
fidence of the king, and otherwiſe qualified 
to impoſe upon his credulous temper. By 
the artifices employed by Antipater, Herod 
was induced to ſend for his mother to court, 
and to write letters in his favour to Cæſar. 

After an adminiſtration of ten years in 
Aſa, Agrippa ſet out on his return to 
Rome; and Herod, accompanied by An- 
tipatcr, embarked, in order to give him the 
meeting, and compliment him with rich 
preſents. Herod requeſted Agrippa to per- 
mit Antipater to accompany him to Rome, 
and that he would introduce him to Cæſar, 
to whom he ſent valuable preſents, as a 
means of ſecuring a favourable reception 
for his fon. 


CHAP. VIL 


Herod accuſes Alexander and Arijtobulus 
before Caſar. 


HILE at Rome, Antipater was un- 

| happy in having no longer the op- 
portunity of gratifying his rancour towards 
the ſons of Mariamne by injurious repre- 
lentations to Herod, who he was apprehen- 
five might be prevailed upon to reſtore them 
to favour. Under the pretext of extreme 


ſolicitude for his father's ſafety, he wrote 
letters containing ſuch malicious acculati- 
ons as induced Herod to conſider Alexander 


and 


| 


_ of guilt; but'by the confideration of the af- 
fecting circuftiftances to which they were temperate expren 2 
reduced; for while a principle of filial their father's diſpleaſure and ſuſpicions; 
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and Ariſtobulus as his moſt inveterate ene · ¶ nopoiſon,or deadly inſtruments produced nor 


mies. N 


was it pretended that any traiterous corre- 


Leſt the violence of his diſpleaſure ||{pondencehad been held: He ſaid, that par- 
ſhould tranſport him to ſome act of ||ricides could never hope to be acknowledg- 


raſhneſs againſt the youths, he determined ſed the ſovereigns of a pious and well - regu- | 


to exhibit complaints of their conduct lated people; nor could the murderers of 
before Ceſar. Repairing to Rome, he || Herod expect to eſcape the vengeance of 
found the emperor was abſent from the ca- Czfar. Admoniſhed. by the unhappy fate 


pital; but proceeding to Aquileia he pro- | 
| duced his ſons before Cæſar, and accuſed | were convinced of the expediency of con- 


of their mother, himſelf and his brother 


them of an attempt to deprive him of life | ducting themſelves with moderation, and of 
by poiſon, urging that the ambition of ob- the danger of proceeding to acts of outrage. 


taining  poſſeflion of the government had | After ſaying it was unneceſſary to multiply 
inſpired them with the horrid and unnatual arguments to controvert an accuſation in 
deügn. He ſaid their malice was ſo in- ſupport of which no evidence had even been 
veterate that, though defeated in their attempted. to be adduced, he declared that 
rebellious attempt upon the crown, they || 
would ſtill enjoy a cruel ſatis faction in the 


they withed not their lives to be preſerved, 
if they were to remain under the ſuſpicion 


mbuman murder of "their father. He | of ſuch horrid wickedneſs as had been im- 
mentioned the fpace of time he had'indur- || puted to them. ba T0 9G e 

ed the diſobedience of his lons, ſaying that | Upon the charge being exhibited againſt 
now, in the laſt extremity, he was compel- the princes, the emperor concluded it to 
led to the cruel netefiity of ſubmitting his || be without foundation; and in this opini- 


cauſe to the determination of Cæſar. 


on he Was confirmed by Alexander's ad- 


While their father was delivering his dre. The auditors were ſtrongly preju- 
charge, the Princes frequently wept; but diced in favour of the youths, and reſolved 
when he had concluded, their grief bur? ||to render them every ſervice in their power. 
forth in &'torrent of tears. They. were After a pauſe, Cæſar addreſſed the aſſembly 
not, however, affected by a confciouſneſs ſignifying, that the ſons were in ſome de- 


gree deſerving repręhenſion for thoſe in- 
temperate expreſſions that had given riſe to 


duty "reſtrained them from oppoſing their | but he pronounced them guiltleſs of the 


father, they were urged to that meaſare b 


the deſite of. vindicating themſelves from || commended the parties to conſign all their 


unmerited imputatiens of guilt. Cæſar put 


a juſt oonhtruction upon their iffidence, as their reconeiliation by an immediate inter- 


indeed did the Whole aſſemibly, the princes 


being univerſally compaſſionated, and even the emperor intimating by a ſign, that the 
their father being greatly affected at their ſons were to approach, with the greateſt 
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| 


— 


humility in their deportment, and with 
features expreſſive of the 'anguiſh of their 


minds, they came forward and were pre- 
paring to throw themſelves at the feet of 


Alexander addreſſes Ceſar in behalf of im- their father, who, however, prevented their 


Klence of 
unſel and 


felf and Ariſtobulus. The princes aye intended humiliation, and taking them in 


detlaretd innocent. Returning 70 n this arms, embraced them with the utmoſt 


| Herod appoints Antipater hrs fucce or. | 


tenderneſs. This inſtanoe of kindneſs in 
| [Herod was equally unexpected and ſatisfac- 


— HE grief of the princes having fome- {tory to the whole court. Having made due 


what fubſided, they obſerved that |acknowledgments to Cæſar, Herod depart- 


the emperor was much affected, that man 


ed, accompanied by Alexander, Ariſtobu- 


of the auditors! wept in compaſſion of their lus and Antipater, the latter affecting an 
misfortunes; and that even the heart of their exceſs of joy an occaſion of the happy agree- 
father was ſoftened towards them. Judgement. 5 | 


BF ing this to be a favourable opportunity, | Some days ſubſequent to the reconcili- 
Hern er's 


Alexander, the eldeſt of the brothers, ad- ation between Herod and his ſons, Auguſ- 


dreſſed himfelf to Ceſar, ſaying Herod had tus gave an entertainment to the people; 
Vader. afforded a ſignal inſtance of impartiality in | and at this time Herod made the emperor a 


diſpenſing with the exerciſe of his authority 


* 


: 
: 
: 


preſent of three hundred talents, in return 


as a king and a father, and ſubmitting the for which Cæſar granted him a moiety of 


determination of the cauſe to the emperor. 


the profits ariſing from the mines of Cyprus, 


He obſerved; that in ſupport of the accu- ||and full power of diſpoſing of the reſidue 
ſation, no accomplices had been mentioned, of the income: he alſo confirmed the * 
| [CW a © 
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crime alledged againſt them. Cæſar re- eyed 
riſto - 
NG « 3 ; bulus declar- 
animofities to oblivion, and to -manifeſt ed innocent of 
the crime 


- 4 : harged 
change of profeſſions of friendſhip. Upon —— them. 


P 
Py * 8 3 8 a 


N 


3 


> 


8 
S 0 
l 
CY 
. 
-_ 
q , 
1 
6 
> 
»- 
Ll 
N 
1 
"a 
1 
5 << 
9 
. 
TY 
"=_=—= 
= 
* 1 
2 
C 
A l 
Bs 
7 
J 1 
9 
1 
= W 
* 9 
Aa 
A F 
1 
q 8 
\ — 
8 
. P [7 1 
- þ 
N 
l 
e 
My 
a3 
IN 
7 
NY 
"I 
1 
1 Y 
Y 3,87 
1 T4 
35%. 
*1 i 
2 i 
n ri 
"429 , 
1774 
"bt 
M 
oy” . 
"= 3 
- = 
= 
= 
* 
4200 1 
"= 
f 
* 
7 "= 
- 74 
41 
R | Tn 
bo „ 
"= * 
* a: , 
SC”, 
, 24 
1 
"= 
K 
* 1 
N is 
at 
2X! 
2 1 
* 
48 0 
by f i 
21 
. 
4 
+ i x 
"I 
{ . 
91 
„ 
4 
1 7 
* i 
| "A 
1 7 \ 
| F' £ 
P 
TIER 
4 * 
by | 7 
1 
1 
fy 4 
2 
1 11 
* © £ 
, £5 | 
my 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
n 
1414 
ea \ 
HE 
1 pa 
3 i 
q 4 * 
"a 
ik 3. 
1 y = 
ba * 
4295 
if . 
n 
r : 4 
Fro + | 
. L A 
+ | 
* 
II 
e 
By” {i 
1 
1 5 
>. f 64 
3 
«+ 
1 
N . 
LF 
4 
. 
3 
&f 
\ > 
4 1 f 
. 
5 
;: ; 4 
* &. 
: 4 1 
10 . 
+ 
4 
17 
72 
427 
— 7 = 
: F 
* 0 
1 
: 1 4 
; * y 
: 
: Ws 3 . 
' il 
* 
CR 
&\ 
? 
i 
1 
"LI 7 
[LES 
WY 
PER (1 q 
? 14 
* 8 
nr 
1 % 
1 
N l 
1 
/ 4 
a 
ö 1 
p 4 
1 
| 19 
YI 
Ws. 
; 
| * 
: = , 
N ( 
” * 
* 
Ne 
* 
4X 
| 1 5 
Ss 
2 
P 
Wy, 
pv 
1 
* 
l 
1 
x 
. 
12 
„ 
LEI 


. 


—— 
La 
= 


SO EO ET CATE on 


— 


$94 $9 Is OI. 16 4 Og 


386 


THE ANTIQUITIES 


of appointing a ſucceſſor to the govern- 
ment in the ſon who he ſhould moſt ap- 
prove, ot dividing the government between 
them, at his own diſcretion : but theſe li- 
berties were granted on the condition, that 
he ſhould maintain the natural authority of 
a father over his children, and the ſove- 
reignty of his kingdom during the turn of 
his life. 

Thus were matters circumſtanced when 
Hetod goes Herod and his three ſons proceeded on their 
83 return to Judea. During the abſence of 

Herod, the people of Trachonitis, who 
formed a conſiderable part of his ſubjects, 
engaged in a rebellion; but the vigilant 
and ſpirited behaviour of the officers to 
whom the king had entruſted the manage- 
ment of public affairs, reſtored them to 
allegiance. At Eleuſa, a city in Cilicia, 
now called Sabaſte, Herod and his ſons met 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, who ex- 
preſſcd much fatisfaftion on the re-eſta- 
blithment of a friendly underſtanding in 
the family of Herod, to whom he gave an 
hoſpitable and generous reception ; and af- 
ter an interchange of preſents and profeſ- 
fions of friendſhip, theſe ſovereigns parted. 
Returning to Jeruſalem, Herod ſummon- 
ed the people to aſſemble in the temple ; 
and he there 1elated to them an account of 
his late expedition, particularizing the ſe- 
veral honours which had been conferred 
upon him by Czlar, and dwelling upon 
other paſſages which he was deſirous to 
impreſs upon their minds: he then ad- 
vetted to his ſons, and recommended un- 
animity and moderation to his ſubjects in 
encral. He then pronounced Antipater 
to be his ſucceſſor in the government, which 
was to devolve from him to Alexander, and 
then to Ariſtobulus. During the term 
of my life, ſaid he, you are to acknowledge 
myſelf only as your ſovereign. I make this 
declaration to the ſeveral perſons of my fa- 
mily, my officers civil and militaty, and 
and my ſubjects in general. Age produces 
experience, whereby men are inſtructed in 
wiſdom ; my increaſe of years, therefore, 
rather than proving an obſtacle, will render 
me more equal to the important duties of 
_ adminiſtration.” He concluded with ex- 
horting his people ſteadily to preſerve then 
allegiance, as the moſt certain means of ſe- 
curity and happineſs, and then diſmiſſed the 
aſſembly. The majority of the people were 
perfectly ſatisfied with his conduct, but 
many were apprehenſive that the defirc 
which they conceived the ſons would re- 
ſpectively entertain of being advanced to 
the throne, would prove the ſource of fu- 
ture troubles. 


CHAP 1X 
Cœſaria dedicated. Herod builds Antipatri, 


OF THE JEWS. [Boox xy 


and other places. He rebuilds the temple 
of the Pythian Apollo. Provifion made 
for the olympic games. Character of Herod, 


N the twenty-eighth year of the reign of 
Herod, and in the olympiad one hun- 
dred and ninety-two, the city of Cæſaria 
| was compleated, this being in the tenth 
year from the time of laying the foundati- 
jon. The city was dedicated with ever 
poſſible magnificence and ſplendor. On 
this occaſion, muſicians, wreſtlers, ſwordſ— 
men, and perſons ſkilled in various other 
exerciſes, were procured from diſtant parts, 
and appointed to contend for prizes in their 
reſpective profeſſions. There were like« 
wite horſe-races, exhibitions of wild beaſts, 
and various other kinds of ſpectacles and 
entertainments, that were then in faſhion 
at Rome and elſewhere. This ſolemnity | 
which was inſtituted in honour of 179 
received the appellation of Cartamen g uin. 
guennale; and it was appointed to be ob- 
lerved every fifth year. On this occaſion 
the king expended an immenſe ſum, and 
Julia, the wife of Cæſar, contributed about 
ave hundred talents for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing curoſities from different parts of 
Italy. The entertainments conſiſted of 
public ſpectacles and exhibitions in the day, 
and ſumptuous feaſts and revellings in the 
evening. It was the intention of Herod to 
lurpaſs all his former acts of magnificence; 
and he ſo far ſucceeded as to gain an extra- 
ordinary ſhare of reputation, both Cæſar 
and Agrippa, when ſpeaking of the dedi- 
cation of Cæſaria, being frequently heard 
to ſay, that Herod was 3 of the 
government of both Syria and Egypt, 
and that the contracted revenues of Judea 
were greatly diſproportioned to the un- 
bounded liberality of his diſpoſition. 

After the feſtival of the dedication of 
Cæſaria, Herod undertook to build another 
city, upon the plain of Capharſaba : the Herod va 
lituation was admirably choſen ; for it was An" 
| - ypron, 
in a part of the country exceeding pleaſant, ael, and 
and the ſpot had all the advantages ariſing ber pl 
from a happy combination of wood and 
water, being almoſt ſurrounded by a de- 
lightful river, and having a plantation of 
very fine trees in its neighbourhood. 

To this city he gave the name of Anti- 
patris, in honour of his father Antipater: 
and not long afterwards he cauſed a caſtle to 
be erected beyond Jericho, on which he 
beſtowed the name of Cypron, in pious 
remembrance of his mother: this place was 
exceedingly well built and fortified, and 
was ſingularly pleaſant and agreeable in its 
ſituation. Nor did Herod forget to cele- 
brate his regard for his beloved brother, 
ſince he erected ſevetal ſplendid and monu- 
mental ſtructures, Which he dedicated 15 


xj BY FLAVIUS/JOSEPHUS. +» 35 
his memory; and among the reſt he cauſ- ¶ general character appears to be a compound; =@.. 
ed a tower to be conſtructed within the of the moſt abſolute contradictions. It 2 general 
city, to which he gave the name of Pha- | we conſider his, libetality on a yariety of Herots + 
ſael; and this was as ſtrong, and as exten-|| occaſions, and the inſtances he afforded of 
five a building as the Pharos of Alexandria. || a deſire to do good to all mankind, it might 
jn the next place he built a town on the north | "_ reaſonable to conclude, that he was on 
fide of the valley of Jericho, which like-|| of the moſt generous and benevolent men 
wiſe received the ſame name. Hitherto the that ever exiſted; but; on the contrary, if 
adjacent country, which had been altogether|| but for a moment, we reflect on the ex= 
abandoned, was ſoon ſtocked with a com-||treme rigour of ſome of his proceedings 
petent number of inhabitants, and received even towards his neareſt relations, as well as 
the name of the province of the Pha-|| bis ſubjeRs in general, we cannot but con- 
felites. „ demn him as being deſtitute of compaſſion 

To recite the hiſtory of the bouaties of and ſhame, and a ſtranger to the common 
Herod would be a moſt tedious taſk. He feelings of humanity; Ambition appeared 
was, in every place, and on all occaſions, a|| to abſorb every other faculty of his ſoul; 
pattern of liberality. In Syria, in Greece, and to acquire a ſplendid reputation was 
and in fact, wherever his buſineſs or in-|| doubtleſs the great and ultimate object he. 
clination led him, he uſed to furniſh aids had in view. The. equitable an legal 
to ſome perſons, to promote the advance- modes of taxation being wholly inadequte 
ment of public works for others; and to to the enormity of his ſuperfluous expences 
ſupply money where it was wanted, for he impoſed intolerable burdens upon his 
the perfecting of ſuch ſchemes as had been ſubjects; and therefore, he determined 
begun, and could not otherwiſe be com- to convert to his own advantage the po- 
pleated. pular diſcontents that his oppreſſions had 
„ One of the moſt ſuperb and magnificent || excited, which he effected by firſtprovoking 
WT: of all his undertakings remains yet to be his people beyond all bounds of patience; 
* ſpoken of; which is the temple of the Py- and then puniſhing them with as much ſe- 


— — — 
— eee ne non 


ian Apollo at Rhodes. This Herod re- 
built at his own particular expence, and 
preſented the people of Rhodes with a very 
conſiderable number of talents of gold, to 
be by them expended in building of a num- 
ber of ſhips. He gave likewiſe an immenſe 
ſum of money towards repairing and be- 
autifying ſeveral public buildings in the 
city of Nicopolis near Actium, which were 
originally erected by Cæſar. In Antioch, 
which is the largeſt city in all Syria, he 
cauſed two galleries to be erected, which 
had a walk betweenthem, and extended the 
whole breadth of the city. Theſe galleries 
were ornamented in the moſt curious man- 
ner, and' a pavement of ſmooth poliſhed 
ſtone covered the ſtreets. The convenience 
of the inhabitants, and the ſplendid appear- 
ance of the city were equally conſulted in 
theſe elegant improvements. 


When the ſeveral works above mention- | 


ed were compleated, Herod allotted a con- 
fiderable ſum annually, out of his own re- 
venue, towards ſupporting the ee of 
the olympic games, which for ſome time 
paſt had been evidently in adeclining ſtate, 
as they had not been ſupplied with ſums 
ſufficient to defray the charges of ſacrifices, 
and other ee F- ceremonies,. proper on 
the meeting of ſuch numbers as uſed to 
aſſemble on occafions of this kind: and he 


acquired name of a perpetual maſter of 


the revels, on account of the liberality he 

exerted in this particular inſtance. 7 
But notwithſtanding the many great and 

ſplendid actions performed by Herod, his 


verity as if they had been his moſt invete- 
rate enemies; and being inflexibly deter- 
mined to maintain his authority to its ut- 
moſt extent in every. inſtance whatever, he 
indiſcriminately exerciſed his tyranny upon 
friends and foes, relations and ſtrangers. 
The turn and diſpoſition of his mind was 
ſufficiently; apparent from his conduct to- 
wards Cæſar and Agrippa; for by the ho- 
nours and diſtinctions he paid to thoſe and 
others of his friends of high rank, he meant 
to furniſh an example of the adulation he 
expected from his own ſubjects. The ho- 
mage Herod paid to his ſuperiors was, 
however, by no means a proper precedent 
for the Jews to copy ; it was a mode of 
procedure diametrically oppoſite to theit 
laws and cuſtoms, whereby they were in- 
ſtructed in obedience merely from motives 
of goodneſs, without any regard to theit 
perſonal intereſts. But for this conſcienti- 
ous reſtraint, the Jews might have eaſily 
ingratiated the favour of their vain and 
ambitious ſoyercign, by the dedication of 
the temples and ſtatues to his honour, and 
other arts of flattery. What we have ſaid 
above ſufficiently explains the cauſe of He- 
rod's unlimitted bounty to ſtrangers, and 
his inexorable cruelty to his ſubjects. | 


nA. X. 
The Greeks | complain againſt the Fews to 
Ceſar. . The Fews confirmed in their pri- 


| vileges: * 


THE 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


"THE Jews of Aſia and thoſe of Cyrene 
in Africa, were at this time' cruelly 
oppteſſed by the Greeks, on the pretence 


that they carried their money out of the 


country, and were in many other reſpects 
a troubleſome people. In reply to this 
application, Cæſar diſpatched letters to the 
provinces, importing that, it was his ſo- 
vereign will and pleaſure, that the Jews' 
ſhould remain in the full and uninterrupted 
enjoyment of all the rights and immuni- 
ties granted them by former ſovereigns. 


Several edifts Fe likewiſe iſſued an edit expreſſing, that 


and other teſ- 


timonies in 


in confideration of the fidelity of the Jews 


favour of the to the Romans, and the inſtances of loyalty 


Jews. 


they manifeſted towards Cæſar, his royal 
father, during the pontificate of Hyrcanus, 
they ſhould be allowed the free exerciſe of 
their laws, cuſtoms, and ceremonies; that 
their temples ſhould be conſidered as places 
of fanQuary and refuge; that they ſhould 


have liberty to tranſmit what money they 


might contribute for ſacred uſes to the trea- 
ſury at Jeruſalem, without moleſtation , 
that they ſhould not be compelled to ap- 
pear before the magiſtrates on their Sab- 
bath, nor later than nine o'clock in the 
evening precedipg that day; that ftealing 
their religious books, or the treaſure de- 


poſited in their holy places, ſhould be deem 
ed ſacrilege, and puniſhed with confiſca- 


tion of goods; and that the petition in be- 
half of the Jews preſented by Caius Marcus 
Cenforinus, together with the decree in 
confirmation of their privileges, ſhould be 
fixed up at that diftinguiſhed place called 
Ancrya, which the whole body of the 
people of Aſia had combined to ered to the 
honour of Cæſar. On one of the pillars of 


the temple an inſcription addreſſed to Nat- 


bonus Flaccus was fixed, prohibiting- all 
perſons from interrupting the Jews in con- 
veying their money collected for ſaered pur- 
poſes to Jeruſalem. 5 

Agrippa alſo wrote to the magiſtrates, 
ſenate, and people of Epheſus, command- 


ing that no annoyance ſhould be offered 


the Jews while ſending their money to Je- 
ruſalem for the ſervice of the temple, and 
that whoever ſhould rob them of any part 
of their treaſure, and fly to the altar for 
danctuary, ſhould, notwithſtanding, be ſeized 
and delivered up to the Jews, in order for 
baniſhment, as being guilty of ſacrilege. 


Agrippa likewiſe wrote to the magiſ- | 


trates and ſenate of Cyrene, ſignifying it to 
be his will, that the Jews ſhould have the 
full enjoyment of all their privileges, and 
appointing commiſſioners to reſtore to them 
all the treaſure of which they had been 


* — ä 


„Three thouſand Hebrew talents weighed three 
hundred forty two thouſand one hundred, and eighty ; 


I 1 1 I' 
ſeven pounds fix ounces, and their value in ſilver money. 


(Book) 
| wrongfully deſpoiled, under the groundleſs 
pretence of their tribute being in arrear, 
Caius Narbonus Flaccus, the proconſul, 
wrote to the magiſtrates of Sardis, import. 
ing the abſolute command of Auguſtus to 
be, that no moleſtation ſhould be offered 
to the Jews, either in collecting, or ſending 
their treaſure to Jeruſalem. And the pro- 
conſol Julius Antonius diſpatched letters to 
the magiſtrates, ſenate and people of Ephe. 
ſus, ſignifying his hearty-concurrence in 
the determination of Cæſar and Agrippa in 
behalf of the Jews, and that thoſe people 
ſhould be allowed the peaceable enjoyment 
of all the rights and, immunities granted 
them. Theſe inſtances are mentioned that 
the Greeks may be informed of the honours 
conferred upon the Jewiſh nation in the 
remote ages of antiquity, and alſo that 
their privileges, cultoms, diſcipline, aid 
worſhip have been, from time to time, au- 
thorized by different powerful princes. 


CHAP. XL. 


Herod rifles David's ſepulchre. In the ſa- 
crilegious act two of his guards are deftroyed 
| by a judicial fire. Great diſorders pervail in 

the family of Herod, who becomes weary of 
his life. 5 05 


AFR his extravagancies had invol- 
ved him in great pecuniary embar: 
raſſments, Herod was informed that his 
predeceſſor Hyrcanus had obtained no leſs 
a ſum than three thoùſand talents of filyer® 
from the ſepulchre of David,” and that the 
ſame repoſitory {till contained more than 
ſufficient to gratify the; wiſhes of any fu- 
tare viſitant. Having for ſome time re- 
volved this intelligence in his mind, Herod, 
at length, determined to have .recourfe to 
the tomb of the deceaſed king for the ſup- 
ply of his neceſſities. Having communicat- 
ed his deſigns to ſome perſons in whom he 
| repoſed confidence, they accompanied him 
| with all poffible ſecrecy by night to the ſe- 


þ4 


| pulchre, from whence they conveyed plate 
and veſſels of gold and ſilver to an immenſe 
value: but in their ſearch after money 
they were diſappointed, Hytcanus having 
made booty of tlie whole of that article. 
| Herod's ſucceſs, however, was confider- 
able enough to induce him to make a ſtrictet 
ſearch than he had at firſt intended; and 
he proceeded ſtill farther into the vault, 
till he came to the place in which were de. 
poſited coffins containing the bodies of David 
and Solomon. The hiſtory which we have 
of this affair informs us, that a flaſh of fire 


| ſuddenly broke out of the receſs, and killed 


— 


amounted to one million, twenty fix thouſand, five 


| hundred and ſixty two pounds ten ſhillings of out 


two 


* 
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„ was looked upon as an evident denunciation 
n of the vengeance of Heaven, for the teme- 
Mity and glaring impiety of the action. 
0 Herod was ſo aſtoniſhed and terrified at this 
4% apparent token of the divine wrath, that 
Fc partly through his fear and partly from 
ty motives of conſcience, he immediately a- 
1 pandoned the farther proſecution of his de- 
1 fight. He likewiſe came to a reſolution to 
atone; in fone meaſure, for the ſacrilege 
of Which he had been guilty; and there- 
upon determined to erect à moſt ſuperb and 
ſtately monument of white marble, to block 
vp the entrance ints the ſepulchre; and 
ſoon afterwards he gave orders for the for- 
warding of this work, which was accord- 
ingly carried into execution. [Sb 
Nicholaus; who lived at the time of 
theſe tranſaQions, ſpeaks of the marble 
monument abovementioned, but he does 
not recite a ſingle circumſtance of the king's 
deſcent into, and robbery of the vault, 
which it is probable he looked upon to be 
fo diſgraceful, profane, and impious an 


fraid to make it publicly known; for as he 
was 4 cotemporary with Herod, he was 


king; ſuch, in fact as redonnded to his 
honour ; and of omitting ſuch as would 
have proved only the teſtimonits of his 
diſgrace. In the fame fallacious manner 


amne,” and the undeſerved ſeverities exer- 
eiſed upon her ſons ; for he artfully inſinu- 
ates, that the queen had violated her huſ- 


deſtruction of their father. In other parts 


tenuate, or in total ſilence paſſes over the 
teprehenſible parts of the king's conduct, 
| but he ſeizes every occaſion to extol thoſe 
actions that would. admit of praiſe. In ſhort, 
if he did not write an authentic hiſtory, he 


yield gratification to his patron. _ : 
Having ſpoken with the freedom of truth 


reſpecting a former writer, it becomes me 


to aver, that, having the honour to be de- 
. feended in the royal Aſmonæan line, and 
being likewiſe of the race of the prieſthood, 

| ſcorn to record a falſehood. 
After he had ſacrilegiouſſy plundered the 
* do- ſepulchre of David, the king's domeſtic 
nin, concerns were daily involved in greater un- 
happineſs, inſomuch that it appeared as if 
Heaven had determined to avenge ſo flagi- 
tious an act by unuſual calamities. Feuds 
and animoſities diſtracted the royal family; 


ſome branches whereof were outrageous || 


in their contentions, while others carried 
on their treacherous projects by the moſt 


EY 
— 


undertaking, that he was unwilling or a- 


under a kind of neceſſity of recording only | 
fach circumſtances as might pratify the 


be writes concerning the murder of Mari- 


band's bed, and that the ſons ſought the 


produced a panegyric that could not fail to 


Us'jJoSRPAHUS. 
ewo of Herod's guards on the ſpot. This| 


2 * = : 8 TY 
artful inſinuations and calumnies.' .. 


: E enn ſy of Anti- 
bribed agents to tepteſent his. brothers in Pater. 


ſuch a manner as was moſt likely to exaſ- 
perate the king againſt them, he, on the 
other hand, became an advocate to the 
king in their behalf, pretending to excuſe 
and palliate the miſconduct falſely imputed 
to them ; and by aſſuming this double diſ- 
guiſe he hoped more effectually to work 
their ruin. The diſſimulation and con- 
trivances of Antipater had ſuch an effect 
upon the king, that he conſidered him as 
his moſt faithful friend, and as acting from 
motives wholly diſintereſted; and therefore 


he directed Ptolomy, his prime miniſter 


to conſult the young man in all the ini- 
portant concerns of government, Nb 
| {ooner was Antipater informed of the ſe- 
crets of ſtate, than he communicated them 
to his mother; and they joined in ſo con- 
certing matters as to give public affairs a 
turn ſuitable to their views and inclina- 
tions. . | 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus, who were 
men of ambitious ſpirits, could not endure 
the idea of being degraded beneath the 
dignity of their birth, and inſulted by thoſe 
who were in every reſpect their inferiors ; 
nor were their wives agitated with paſſions 
leſs violent than thoſe which diſtufbed their 
huſbands. „ FO LA 
About the ſame time, another unfottu- 
nate circumſtance occurred, whereby Phero- 
ras, the king's- brother, was engaged in a 


a ſuſes her. 
daughter in marriage; but the latter excuſ- 


{ed himſelf from accepting the intended fa- 
vour, alledging, that he was violently in 
love with his own ſervant<maid,and he could 
not bring himſelf to think of forming an- 
other attachment. 5 
The king was exceedingly mortified at 
this refuſal, which affected him in much 
the greater degree, as it came from a brother 
to whom he had given very uncommon 
marks of his kindneſs and benevolence; and 
had even proceeded ſo far in the proof of 
his fraternal regard, as in a manner, to ſhare 
his government with him. Herod, how- 
ever finding all the inſtances of his generoſity 
thus requited and conceiving that there was 
no other way of reducing the brother to 
{reaſon he thereupon offered his daughter to 
the ſon of Phalael, his elder brother, to 


whom, in a ſhort time afterwards, ſhe was 
| married, 


* 


* 


repreſented to him the indignity that had Che 


Cypr » 
| 5 | bo been 128 


The artifice and hypocriſy of Antipater The artfice 
were carried to a great exceſs z while he Nad. 


contention, which produced likewiſe a Had offers 
violent and mutual averſion. Herod his daughter 
applied himſelf to Pheroras, to whom he to Phcroras, 


| oh = . . * d h 5 
| voluntarily made an offer to give him his rag og 
of his writings he either endeavours to ex- 


Some conſiderable time after this, He- H,. offers 
rod applied again to Pheroras, and having bim his other 
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been offered him, by his refuſal of the for- || unhappy. family was involyed were ti 
mer match, reſolved to give him yet an- farther aggravated, by the following eix. Prem 
other proof of his affection, by offering him cumſtance: Pherotas ſought an occaſion wa 
in marriage his other daughter Cypras. || of addreſſing himſelf privately to Alexander ny 
Pheroras, having reflected for a while, went || the huſband, of Glaphyra, to whom he g. 2 7 
to conſult Ptolemy on the ſubject: when || lated an pad. kjod, of tale, which be Ag 
the latter without heſitation, told him that, Salome had told, him, the ſubſtanq a 
if he had the leaſt regard to his own. inte- which was, that Herod had become mak 
reſt, he would not refuſe ſuch an offer from violently enamaqured, of. Glap hyxa; and that 
his brother and king; which refuſal would the paſſion preyed ypon his mind to fo Fo l 
not only hazard his future, fortune and ſ%a degree, Set be 1 Altogerhes. im. 
peace of mind, but would occaſion the loſs || paſſible to live':at. caſes {Now Alexander, 
of the king's favour, and make him an ene-|| who was by, nature of a jealous dilpoſition 
my, who had ſo long been a friend; and || and ſubject to the impulſe of the moſt yio. 
all this for the gratification of a lawleſs||lent paſſions, was inflamed beyond all ge. 
paſſion for one who was greatly his inferior ſcription at this unexpected, piece. of in- 
in point of rank. In purſuance. of the ad- formation; ſo that,, from chat time forward, 
vice of Ptolemy, Pheroras beſought the the ſlighteſt cireumſtances fyrniſhed freſli 
king's pardon, promiſing to diſmiſs the wo- food for his jealouſy; and every little fayour 
man with whom he was engaged in an illicit ſ that Herod thereafter conferred on Glaphy- 
intercouſe, and by whom he had one child || ra, though for the fake of his ſon, was b 
and to eipoule his, daughter, before the ex- him conſtrued into a full proof of the re. 
piration of a month. But not withſtanding || ality of What Pheroras had told him: 
he had ratihed his promiſe of.marrige with || This imagination wtought; ſo powerful. 
an vath, and lisewiſe to have no further ||ly on the mind of Alexander; that zt 
Pheroras Correſpondence with his concubine, in. the || length, unable any longer to bear the 
violates his courfe of the month he relapſed into hi: || weight of his owu reflections, he repaired 
promiſe and _. | 3 : : 5 A | | 

deck. tormer tondnets, and again took her home immediately to his father and told him all 
to c:-habit wit him as-before,. | the circumſtances of which he had been 
Unraged by this treatment, Herod diſ- informed by Pheroras, while the tears floyy- 
charged the moſt bitter 1eproaches againſt || ed plentifully down his face as he related 
Pheroras; and iher- were many perſons the melancholy tale. Previous to this, He- 
about the court, who maliciouſ]y contrived || rod had met with family misfortunes ſuf- 
ſtill further to inflame the 'king's dit- || ficient to harrow up the peace of his mind; 
Pleaſure towards his brother. In ſhort, || but this piece of information drove him al- 
diſorders, jealoufics and contentions were moſt to diſtraction. To be traduced by the 
perpetually encreaſing in the royal fami- imputation of ſo enormous a crime, and 
ly, which appeared to be in a ſtate of ci-||this by one of his own family, was a cir- 
vil hoſtility. _ | cumſtance that he could not think of with 
Salome artfully prevailed upon her daugh-|| the leaſt degree of patience. He diſpatch- 
ter to betray to her the ſecrets of her huſ- ed a meſſenger to command the immediate 
band Ariſtobulus, and when ſhe found any || attendance of Pheroras; and on his arrival, 
caſnal diſagreement. had ariſen between || reproached him with great ſeverity for hay- 
them, ſhe endeavoured to foment it into af ing falſely accuſed him of a moſt atrocious 

ſerious and inveterate quarrel: and in a and abominable wickedneſs, and having 
word, her whole conduct proved that ſhe || thereby endeavoured to provoke his ſon to 
Hbarboured an implacable and moſt rancour- conſpire againſt his life. After upbraiding 
ous hatred towards the ſons of; Mariamne. him as being the moſt ungrateful and per- 
She prevailed upon her daughter to divulge |[fidious man in exiſtence the king com- 
the private converſations, that had paſied||manded Pheroras to depart, ſaying he would 
between the brothers reſpecting Mariamne, take no other revenge than that of leaving 
wherein they had ipuken, diſreſpectfully of || him to the ſtings of his own conſcience; and 
the king's ſons by other wom zn; and ſhe adding, that contrary to their ungrateful ex- 
Was no tooner in poſſeſſion of this intelli- ample, he would obtain the nobleſt luperi- 

gence, than ſhe impar ted the whole to the ority over his relations by returning kind- 
king, who, though exceedingly diiguſted, was || neſs for their wicked actions and inten- 
rather defirous of an, amicable adjuſtment of tions. N 

the prevailing differences, than of proceed- Being thus explicitly accuſed, Pheroras pyeroms 
ing to extremities.. He therefore content- |-ſaw no other means of exculpating himſelf cuſesSa00 

ed himſelf with reproving his fans for the | than by transferring the guilt to Salome; 
unwarrantable liberties they had taken; and therefore he declared her to be, as ſhe 
and upon their making a proper Jubmiffion || in reality was, the propagator of the ſcan- 
he was tolerably reconciled,;, -, daalous ftory. Being. within hearing, Sa- 
But the domeſtic diſtreſſes in which this ome burſt into the moſt violent exclama- 
bens: | tions, 


— 


a | 


7.13 
tions, and with correſponding geſtures.) 
declared the whole to be an infamous 


forgery, calculated for taking away her lifé, 


in revenge for her zealous endeavours for 
the preſervation of the king, who ſhe de- 
-clared to be in a more,, perilous ſituation 
than he had been at any former period of 
life. She ſaid, that through her perſua- 
ſions, :Phecoras had diſmiſſed the abandon- 
ed woman on whom he had fixed his 
affections, and eſpouſed the king's daughter ; 
and thence aroſe his inveterate hatred: to 
her. While ſpeaking, ſhe tore her hair, 
beat her breaſt, and had recourſe to ſuch 
geſtures at ſhe thought could not fail to 
give the appearance of truth to her aſ- 
ſertions. e 61 
In the mean time, Pheroras was under 
inexpreſſible embarraſſment; he was agitat- 
ed by a variety of contending paſſions, and 
involved between two difficulties, equally 
threatening. He could not retract the 
report he had made to the king, nor was 
he able to prove what Salome had related 
to him. The contentions between Salome 
and Pheroras were long and violent: but, 
at length, the king diſmiſſed them from his 
preſence, and retired to his apartment. 
When Herod came to reflect on all the 
circumſtances attending the above affair, 
he highly extolled his ſon's mode of pro- 
ceeding, and conceived that the coming 
to bim fo frankly with a recital of the 
whole ſtory, diſplayed ſomething of a can- 
dour and integrity of conduct that was very 
praiſe-worthy. The effect of the above 
diſpute was, that Salome was univerſally 
reputed to have been the author of the 


really the caſe ; for her diſpoſition was 


of an unequal and moſt diſguſting temper ; 
and. the other women of the royal family 


to the king: and an incident happened at 
this time extremely favourable for the ſuc- 
ceſs of their deſigns. | 


calumny ; and the king's wives were very 
ready to. propagate the report that this was 


ſuch, that. ſhe had few friends : ſhe was 


greatly diſliking her, theyomitted no oppor- 
tunity of repreſenting her diſadvantageaully | 


< 
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ee ante. to addreſs he r with A 
Arapolal:of marriage 
Salome, finding, that her life grew daily 
more and tnore diſagtecahle in her preleyt 
fituation,, and being nee wich the 


| perſon. and *behawigur. of | Sylzus; | took 


foe time fo reflect on the. affair, and then 
ſeemed well, diſpoſed to. liſten to the prg- 


poſal. From this time forwards the parties 


were frequently in company with each 
other; and as they became more latimatęly 
acquainted, all that, paſſed. between them 
{ſeemed to be cloſely regarded, by, otherz. 
Their looks, their hints, their actions, and 
many other little circumſtances, .. were 
conſtrued as proofs of the growing amour: 
All that paſſed was immediately made 
known to the king; and the ladies of the 
court entertained themſelves with.:the 
particulars of the affair, Herod, however; 
was not fo fully convinced. by. what. the 
women ſaid to him, conceiving that maliae 
might have ſome ſhare in their inſinuations. 
He therefore directed Pheroras to keep a 
watchful eye on the ſuppoſed lovers; and 
after a very careful regard to their proceed- 
ings, he informed the king that, as far as 
he was able to form a judgment the parties 
were mutually inſpired with the paſſion of 
love. Herod no longer entertained any 


after, Syllæus departed into Arabia. 


again came to the court of Herod upon 
public buſineſs, and then made propoſals 
to him for eſpouſing his ſiſter, | repreſenting 
that the alliance would materially promote 
the commercial intereſts. of Herod, and 
likewiſe. prove advantageous in other re- 
ſpegts. Hereupon, the king demanded of 
Salome, whether the propoſal met with 
her approbation ; and ſhe replied in the 
affirmative. Syllæus was now informed, 
that if he would embrace the Jewiſh reli- 
gion, the king would conſent to the pto- 
poſed marriage, but that other wiſe, it could 


by the laws. of her country from contract- 
ing an alliance witli any perſon of a diffe- 


doubt of the matter; and in a ſhort time 


In about two or three months, Syllzas | 


not take effect, ſince the lady was reſtrained 
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Obodas, king of Arabia, was a prince rent religious perſuaſion. Syllæus anſwered, 
"remarkable only for the inaQtivity of his that he was bound by obligations equally 
| Syllæus, his prime miniſter, ſtrong, and that if he ſhould: tranſgreſs the 
* was a man in the vigonr of life, of diſ- rules and ordinances of his religion, the Ara- 
bians would inevitably ſtone him todeath. 
of a perſon ſingularly graceful and elegant. This declaration put an end to the 
Syllæus being ſent to Herod on public buſi-treae g 
From the abeve circumſtance, Pheroras The treaty 
when Salome happened to make one of the took frequent opportunities of intimating to . PA . 
company. Struck with her perſon, and || the king, that his ſiſter had expoſed her gion. 
the manner of her behaviour, he conceived character to very ſevere cenſure in conſe- 
2 particular affection for this princeſs; ¶quence of her acquaintance with* the Ara- 
and having made ſome enquiries reſpecting bian miniſter :- but Herod's wives carried 
her, and finding ſhe was a widow, he ſoon their refletiens'to.a much greater length, 
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making no ſcruple to declare, that the 
freedoms in which ſhe indulged Syllzus, 
were: ſufficient to juſtify a charge of incon- 


tinency againſt Salome. 


Herod's 
daughter 
married to 
the ſon of 
Pheroras. 


livion. 


band Coſtabarus. 


His ſiſter now became very importunate 
to obtain Herod's conſent to the miatriage 
of his daughter that Pheroras had rejected, 
with one of her ſons by her deceaſed huſ- 
Herod would have ac- 
ceeded to this propoſal, but for the per- 


ſuaſions of Pheroras, who aſſured him that 


the young man bore towards him a deadly 
and mortal hatred, on account of hav- 
ing cauſed his father to be put to death. 
Pheroras then propoſed his own ſon, who 
was to ſucced him in his government, as a 


huſband for the daughter of Herod, who 


accepted the offer, and upon the marriage 
being ſolemnized, he gave the bride one 
hundred talents as a wedding portion, 


Herod forgave every affront offered him by 


Pheroras,and all the diſagreements that had 
ſubſiſted between them were buried in ob- 

The contentions and unhappineſs in 
Herod's farmily continued daily to increaſe. 
Among the perſons compoſing the king's 
houſhold were three eunuchs, who were 
young men of very engaging perſons. 
One of theſe was Herod's cup- bear- 
er, another was his ſteward, and the third 


was a gentleman of his bed- chamber. Of the 


fidelity of theſe young men he had ſo high 


an opinion, that he frequently conſulted 


them reſpecting the affairs of ſtate. 

Now it happened, that ſome perſon had 
given intelligence to Herod, that Alexander 
had been endeavouring to prevail on theſe 


eunuchs to betray him, in conſideration of 
their receiving a ſum of money from him. 


Herod having acquired this information, 


had not long reflected on it before he gave 


orders that they ſhould be put to the tortune, 


in order to extort from them a confeflion || 


of what had paſſed between them and A- 
lexander. At firſt they acknowledged that 
they had been in company together: but 


denied all knowledge of any treacherous 
deſign that Alexander might have on the 


Three of the 
kin 


g eu- 
nuchs, while 
under torture 


life of his father. The officers employed 


to torment them being of Antipater's faction 


they treated them with ſuch unuſual rigour 
and ſeverity, that at length, in the extremi- 
ty of their pain and anguiſh, a declaration 
was extorted from. them, purpotting that 
Alexander had uſed his utmoſt endeavours 
for ſeducing them from their allegiance to 
the king, who he had repreſented as ſuper- 
annuated, and incapable of the admimil- 
tration of public affairs and as having re- 


accuſe Alex- courſe to tolinetics and other artifices for 


ander of trea- 


On. 


diſguiſing the ravages that time had made 
in his conſtiution. They further ſaid, that 


Alexander had promiſed, on condition of 


| 


] 


| (Bovg 
their eſpouſing his cauſe, that he would 
provide for their ſpeedy advancement, ſince 
excluſive of the right of ſucceſſion to the 
throne, the king's friends had formed + 
conſiderable party in his favour, and that 
they were determined, at the hazard or 
their lives and fortunes, to ſupport bim in 
carrying into effect the plan he had con- 
certed for aſſuming the powers of the ſo- 
vereignty. 1 | X 

No ſooner was Herod informed of the 
ſubſtance of the declaration of the eunuchs, 
than he was ſeized with a moſt violent 6+ 
of rage and trembling : rage on account of 
the contempt, and trembling on account 
of the threats that were expreſſed in it. He 
remained for a while in a diſtracted fate 
of mind, and in utter uncertainty how to 
behave in caſe of immediate ſurpriſe : he 
doubted whether he ſhould endeavour t, 
avoid the danger which threatened him, 

or bravely: defy it. After a long delibera. 
tion, he came to a reſolution not to brine 

the matter to a judicial enquiry, but to em. 
ploy ſpies and informers to procure ſuch 
intelligence as he thought it imported him 
to be acquainted with. 

Herod was now in ſuch a ſtate of mind 

that whoſoever he ſuſpected he conſequent- 
ly hated ; and his ſuſpicions frequently fell 
on thoſe who did not deſerve them, as 
well as on thoſe that did. The ſuſpicions 
and jealouſies of Herod were without 
bounds; and he was particularly appre- 
henſive of thoſe who were related to him, 
conceiving them to have the power of do- 
ing more eſſential injury than ftrangers, As 
to the perſo is with whom he was entirely 
unconnected, the ſlighteſt hint to their preju- 
dice was ſufficient to effect their certain 
deſtruction ; for the moſt trifliag and in- 
ſignificant circumſtances gave him the great- 
eſt alarms for his perſonal ſafety. 
The ſituation of his domeſtics was more 
miſerable than that of the reſt of his ſub- 
jects, they having no means of preſerving 
their livesbut bytraducing their companions. 
Thoſe who provided for their own ſafety by 
accuſing others, thereby drew upon them- 
ſelves the full meaſure of deteſtation ; and 
it generally happened that, in the end, they 
ſuffered by the ſame means they had em- 
ployed for the ruin of others. 

The king's conſcience ſometimes up- 
braided him for cauſing the death of (5 
many innocent perſons, without even al- 
[lowing them the form of a trial: but he, 
notwithſtanding, perſevered in the ſame 
practice. After a great number of inno- 
cent people had been deſtroyed, Herod 
cauſed the witneſſes who had falſely accuſed 
them to be put to death. ; 

Language is too weak to explain with 
what diſtraction the court of Herod was 


agi- 


| 
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itated, many perſons who had even been] others ſhould be put to the tortune, and 
confidered as his moſt confidential friends, pretended not to entertain the leaſt doubt 
and were ſuppoſed to have rendered him|| but that, in the end, ſome one would be 
'reater ſervices than others, were baniſh-|| found that would confeſs the truth of what 
ed from the palace; and among theſe were] they wanted to be informed o. 
Andromachus and Gemellus, who had hon- At length it happened that a poor w 
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retch An informa« 


ourably (ſerved their country in quality of oppreſſed with the weight of torture, and ton upon 


ambaſſadors at different foreign courts and 


likewiſe ſuperintended the education. of || lexander as a man of uncommon elegance, 
his ſons, and acquitted themſelves with||an excellent markſman, and one po fled 
great reputation in many other import- of other . ſuperior qualifications, he had 
ant public employments: Andromachus frequently heard him declare, that he had 
was diſmiſſed on account of the eſteem || every reaſon to conſider theſe natural en- 


that Alexander had expreſſed for his 'ton | dowments rather as a misfortune than an | 


Demetrius; and 'Gemellus was dilcarded || advantage to him; for that his father's diſ- 
for his friendſhip to Alexander, whom he] poſition was ſuch, that he hated him for 
had accompanied to Rome as his governor his very perfections; that when they were 
and companion. Herod's ſeverity i towards || talking together, he was obliged to ſtoop, 
Andromachus and Gemellus would have] leſt he ſhould appeat taller than the king; 
been carried to a greater length, but that the and that when they were engaged in hunt- 
reputation they had acquired with the pub- ing he was compelled 'to refrain fron 
lic operated as a reſtraint upon his conduct ſhooting at the mark, for that his father 
towards them. | AL CT bore ſo great aq antipathy to him, that he 
© Antipater was the principal author and could neither endure to ſee him excel in 
contriver of all 'theſe unaccountable ipro-||any action, nor hear him praiſed for tact 
ceedings ; for obſerving that Herod was excellence, 4 115 


filled with ſuſpicions, and alarmed by his] This pretended diſcovery being made, 
fears, he endeavoured, - by a crafty: com- ||the torments of the poor ſufferer were re- 
liance with his diſpoſition, to inſinuate] ſpited for a while; and then he proceed- 
bimſelt into his councils; which being ed with his narrative, relating that Alex- 
done, he inſtigated him to acts of cruelty ander and Ariſtobulus had formerly entered 
and inhumanity, conſtantly inculcating to} into a conſpiracy againſt the life of their 
him, as an infallible maxim of ſtate, the] father, when he was out on a party of 
abſolute: neceſſity of working the deſtryc- en 
tion of thole who were poſſeſſed of power || between them; that if they ſhould'be ſuc- 
to do him any injury! and on the principles || ceſsful, in their enterpriſe, Aletander was 
of this ſavage policy it was that Herod pro- || immediately to repair to Rome, to claim 
ceeded ; for he had no ſooner diſmiſſed An- | to ſucceed Herod in the government. A 
dromachns, and ſuch of his friends aud || number of letters were'likewiſe produced, 
adherents as had the honour and deve ol written by Alexander to his brother, their 
to ſpeak the true ſentiments of their mihds| : | 
than he gave orders that all the partizans of his father for giving to Antipater an eſtate 
value of two hundred 


_— 


Alexander ſhould be put to the torture, and in land to the annu 
examined as to what plots or contrivances|| talents —@ 

they were privy to. || Herod, being now extravagantly enraged 
This conſtancy and uniformity. of . be-|| againſt Alexander, ofdered him to priſon. 
haviour being interpreted into a contuma- Immediately after this, the king cauſed 
cious obſtinacy, their torments were great-|| ſeveral of the moſt particular friends of 
ly increaſed, and much wonder was ex- Alexander to be tortured, and then put to 
preſſed that fuch variety of, aggravated pu-||dezth, and this he did to inſinuate to the 
niſhment ſhould not be able to extort, from public, that his ſon was guilty of the 


them the ſlighteſt confeſſion, or even a hint crime alledged againſt him. They died 


that expreſſed the leaſt diſſoyalty towards without making any confeſſion. | 
their ſovereign: and many of theſe unfor- A young man, while nearly expiring 
tunate people expired under the ſeverity of || under the totture, declared,” that Alex- 
their ſufferings. Hereupon Antipater in-|| ander had written to ſome friends at Rome, 
timated that they conſidered it rather as requefting them to inform Cæſar, that a 
a point of honour to deny than to confeſs conſpiracy was fomented againft him, the 
the truth; as by ſuch eonfeſſion they ſhould] particulars of which be would divulge, 
Violate that faith and good confidence that] if the emperor ſhould command him to 
had been repoſed in them by their friends. repair to Rome; that his father had aban- 
He therefore alledged this as a reaſon why doned the intereſts of the Romans, and 

popu eee be i oo engeged 
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hunting; and that it had been determined 


general contents being a complaint againſt 


linking under the extremity of his pain, dhe torture 


as members of Herod's council; they had] declared that when the people extolled — 


. — 
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Alexander's 
fortitude, 
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engaged in a treaty with Mithridates, king 
of the Parthians, and had cauſed a poiſon 
to be prepared at Aſkalon, with a deſign of 
having it adminiſtered to Cæſar. 
Notwithſtanding the improbability of the 


above relation, it received confidence from 


Herod, who gave orders for an enquiry to 
be made for the ſuppoſed poiſon : but after 
the moſt vigilant ſearch, no ſuch thing could 
be found, nor did any circumſtance tranſ- 


pire to juſtify a ſuſpicion that any had been 


prepared. Herod was ſtill ſurrounded by 
a number of court flatterers, who endea- 


voured to ſooth his afflictions, and convince | 


him that his outrageous conduct was con- 
ſiſtent with the rules of prudence and ju- 
{tice, 3 58 
So far was Alexander from ſinking un- 
der the preſſure of his misfortunes, that he 
diſdained either to deny the charge exhi- 
bited againſt him, or take any meaſures for 
his juſtification. This he did partly to 
inſpire bis father with a deteſtation of the 
violent outrages that had been committed, 
and partly to prevent his liſtening to ſuch 
idle and improbable talcs as had lately been 
told him. He diſpatched to Herod four 
pieces of writing, in which he informed 
him, that there could be no kind of ne- 
ceſſity for putting any of bis people to 
farther torture, in order to make them 
anſwer ſuch queſtions as might be propoſed 


to them, by way of diſcovering the truth: 
for he might rely upon, it, as an indiſput- 


able fact, that there was a conſpiracy. in 


Alexander 
accuſes 
Salome of 


incontinency. 


deſtroy each other, without any ground of 
provocation. Some af theſe unhappy 


ſacrificed to the immediate impulſe of ma- 


agitation againſt his life; and that Pheroras 
and ſeveral other perſons, of whom he had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion, were among the 
principal conſpirators. He farther informed 


the king, that Salome had ſtolen in ſecrecy]| 


to his bed one night, and had lain with 
him; abſolutely inſiſting that ſhe would 
not be rejected. He likewiſe acquainted 
Herod, that the people in general were 
clearly of opinion that it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould fall a ſacrifice to 
their reſentments; without which neither 
happineſs nor freedom was to be expected : 
and he named Ptolemy and Saphinnius, 
two perſons in whom Herod placed the moſt 
Implicit confidence, as principally concern- 
ed in. the . 
The court of Herod now became a ſcene 


of the moſt extravagant diſorder and, con- 


tention; and the perſons reſiding there one 
day appeared\to.be. gn, terms of the moſ! 
cordial friendſhip, and the next diſpoſed to 


people were confined in chains; others were 


licioas jealouſy ; and a third fort remained 
m a painful ſuſpence and deſpair, than 
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more intolerable. Nothing now remained 
in the palace to indicate the ſplendor of its 
former ſtate: but in the place of that gaiety 
and elegance by which it, had been here. 
tofore diſtinguiſhed, there were now only 
to be ſeen the moſt ; melancholy. proofs of 
dejection of mind, and al weight of forrow 
that. admitted of no conſolation. Herod 
himſelf was at this time fo totally aban- 
doned to deſpair, that he grew, as wear, 
of his own life, as the cruelty of his con- 
duct had rendered others of theirs. He 
had not à ſingle perſon near him in whom 
he could confide: his preſent ſituation was 
miſerable beyond the power of language to 
deſcribe, and his future profpects were te- 
plete with intolerable, horror and confuſi- 
on: It was impoſſible for him to take any 
reſt. His fleeping and his waking hours 
were equally attended by the moſt diſagree- 
able ſentiments, and frightful imaginations; 
At one time he uſed to conceive that his 
lon was aiming a dagger at his heart; and at 
others he was impreſſed with ſuggeitions if 
potlible ſtill more ſhocking, ; and, in ſhurt; 
Herod had the painful taſk of luſtaining 
every miſery of which human nature is 


capable. 


CHAP, XII. 


Through the mediation of Archelaus, He. 

rod is reconciled to Alexander, The king 
' pardons Pheroras. The differences bot ween 
Arcbelaus and Titus compromiſed, Herod 
Joes to Rome. 

IX JHILF, Herod was labouring under 
VV the moſt extreme anguiſh of mind, 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, viſited 


* 


Through tl 
addre of 


il 


him, with the deſign of exerting his en- H « all 
deavours for reſtoring peace to his unhappy family or 
family. Unwilling to hazard a quarrel Het. 
with Herod by cenſuring the improptiety 
of his late proceedings, Archelaus intimat- 
ed, that he underſtood Alexander to have 
acted imprudently ; adding, that he would 
not only forever diſown Glaphyra, Alex- 
ander's , wife, for his daughter, but allo 
diflolve her marriage, ſhould it appear, that 
ſhe was acquainted with the conſpiracy a- 
gainſt the life of the king, and if ſhe did 
not immediately, and without heſitation, 


laus, that burſting into tears, he requeſted 


| 


ayow every circumſtance thereof that had 
come to her knowledge. . So greatly was 
Herod affected by the diſcourſe of Arche- 


him, no longer to entertain the idea of in- 
validating the marriage, nor to ſuffer his 
reſentment to be inflamed againſt the young 
man for his raſh and inconſiderate conduct. 
Finding he had ſuch influence over Herod 


28 


Archelaus, 
peace is rei; 


ing! 


his. paſſions, Archelaus artfully ſhifted the 


ſubject, palliating the conduct of Alex-| 
ander, and attributing his miſtakes to bad 


advice. He repreſented the prince as be- 
ing of an eaſy and conceding diſpoſition, 
but declared that from the ſtricteſt obſer- 


vation he was capable of, he could not diſ- 


cover that he was addicted to malice, or 
any other evil propenſity; and obliquely 
hinted, that Pheroras was the principal 
agent in produting all the late unfortunate 
occurrences. _. be 1 
By this time Pheroras, having reflected on 
bis ſituation, was ſenſible that he had totally 
loſt the good opinion of Herod; and con- 


ſidering that Archelaus was the moſt pro- 


per perſon he could apply to for effect- 
ing a reconciliation, he dreſſed himſelf 
in a ſuit of deep mourning, and went to 
bim with the air of a moſt penitent petiti- 
oner, beſeeching him, in all humility of ſub- 
miſſion, to intercede for him to the king. 


Archelaus did not fail to treat him with 


all the reſpect due to his rank: but in- 
formed bim, that greater difficulty would 
probably attend the removal of Herod's 
diſpleaſure than he might poſſibly conceive: 
yet if he might preſume to adviſe him as 
a friend, he would recommend that he 
ſhould go and make a proper ſubmiſſion to 
his brother, and humbly ſolicit his pardon, 
having firſt confeſſed himſelf the original 
cauſe of all the misfortunes that at preſent 
attended the family. A confeſſion . and 
behaviour of this kind, he ſaid, would be 
the moſt likely means of facilitating a per- 
fect reconciliation,” _ 7D. 

Pheroras acted in purſuance of this ad- 
vice, and the ſucce(s anſwered his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations; for Alexander was ex- 
culpated from all ſuſpicion of the crime al- 
ledged againſt him; and Archelaus ſpeak- 
ing in behalf of Pheroras, the king like- 
wiſe was reconciled to him. The obligations 
that Herod now conceived himſelf under 
to Archelaus, made ſo ſenſible an impreſ- 


fion on his mind, that he deemed him one 


of the moſt valuable friends he had in the 
world. Things being thus happily adjuſt- 
ed, Archelaus returned into Cappadocia, 


loaded with preſents, and pleaſed that the| 
purpoſe of his voyage had been crowned with 


ſucceſs. It was now determined that He- 
tod ſhould repair to Rome, in order to lay 
before Cæſar, an account of the preſent 
ſtate of his family; as he had formerly 
' Written to the emperor on its diſtracted ſi- 
tuation. Theſe kings went in company as far 
as Antioch, where through the mediation 
of Herod, a diſagreement that for ſome time 
bad ſubſiſted between Archelaus and Titus 


was recenciled, © Repairing to Rome, He- 


rod informed the Emperor of the reſtoration 


— 


— 


—_—_— 
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is to be able to appeaſe the turbulency of || of peace to his family; and then tétürned 


into Judea, 
CHA P. XiII. 


The Tranchonites revolt. Herod applies fe 
Syllzus for the fugitives to be given up 
and bis requeſt is ordered to be complied worth 
by Saturninus and Voluninius. © 


OON after the return of Herod from 
Rome, a war broke out between bim 
and the Arabians, in conſequetice- of 
what we are now proceeding to relate, It 
has been mentioned in a former part of 
this work, that after removing Zenodorus, 
Cæſar appointed Herod to the government 
of the province of Trachon. Finding they 
were no longer at liberty to purſue their 
uſual practice of robbery, the Trachonites 
employed themſelves in cultivating the 
earth : but being naturally averſe to honeſt 
induſtry, and very unſkilfdl hufbandmen, 
they derived neither pleaſure nor profit in 
the purſuit of their new occupation. 
For ſometime after they came under his 


government, Herod exerciſed his nn | 


with ſo much ſuccels, as to keep them 1 

tolerable order, and prevent thoſe barbar- 
ous incurſions which they had been accuſ- 
tomed to make upon their neighbours, 
But upon the king going to Italy to promote 
Antipater, and accuſe Alexander, a rumour 


of his death was circulated; in conſequence 


of which the Trachonites, conſiderin: 

themſelves as diſcharged from all allegiance, 
renewed their former irregular practices. 
The king's troops being directed to march 
againſt them, the inſurgents were ſoon diſ- 


perſed; and about forty of them, who were 
leading men in the revolt, fled for refuge 


into Arabia, which country was then under 
the government of Syllæus. Reſentment 
ſtill rankling in the mind of Syllæus, on 
account of a negative having been given to 
his propoſal for eſpouſing Salome, he fa- 
vourably received the fugitive Trachonites, 
and aſſigned for their reſidence a ſtrong and 
well fortified place; from whence they made 


frequent inroads upon the countries of Ju- 


dea and Cœle- Syria, carrying off great num- 
bers of cattle, and other property. .  _ 


On his return from Rome, Herod was 


informed of the affronts offered to him in 
his abſence, in revenge of which, he im- 
mediately made an incurſion into the coun- 
try of the Trachonites, of whom he put 


whole families to the ſword, without diſ- 
tinction of age, ſex, or condition; and in 


return, the people of Trachon made fre- 
quent and deſperate inroads upon the terti- 
tories of Herod. I: 

Being perpetually annoyed by the enemy, 
Herod applied to Saturninus and Volum- 


nius, 
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Herod con-. 
quers Repta 
by aſſault. 


which the robbers had retreated, 
no time in aſſaulting this place, which he 
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nius, the governors of the two Arabian 


provinces under Cæſar, requeſting that they 


would deliver the fugitives into his power, 
in order that puniſhment might be inflicted 
upon them proportioned to their demerits. 
This demand ſo exaſperated the Tracho- 
nites, that about a thouſand of them aſ- 
ſembled, and then dividing themſelves into 
parties, they ravaged the towns and coun. 
try, and put to death ſuch of the adverſe 
party as they met with ; ſo that theſe en. 


counters, or ſkirmiſhes had all the deſtruc. | 


tive effects of an open war. 

Herod ſtil] continued to inſiſt that the 
thieves ſhould be delivered up; and on this 
occaſion he likewiſe demanded the payment 
of ſixty talents, which he had lent to Obo- 
das, by the hands of Syllzus, the pay- 
ment whereof had been due a conſiderable 
time. 
Fyvllæus, who had uſurped the govern- 
ment formerly in the poſſeſſion of Obodas, 
not only heſitated to pay the ſixty talents 


above. mentioned, but abſolutely inſiſted, ! 


that not any of the thieves had taken re- 
fuge in Arabia, Hereupon Saturninus and 
Volumnius directed that the fugitives on 
both ſides ſhould be immediately given up, 


and that the money ,which was due to 


Herod ſhould be paid within the ſpace of 
thirty days. Theſe orders diſcovered the 


treachery of the conduct of Syllæus, for a 


great number of the free-booters had taken 
refuge with the Arabians, while Herod had 
not ſo much as a ſingle Arabian under his 
protection. IM ns; 


CHAP. XIV. 


 Sylleus breaks his contract, and Herod has 
recourſe to the force arms. He marches 


to Trachonilis. 


L 


the ſixty talents, and the ſurrender of the 
fugitives, but Syllzus refuſed to comply, 
and proceeded on a voyage to Rome. 


mode of proceeding, applied to .Saturninus 
and Volumnius, for permiſſton to do himſelf 
_ Juſtice by the law of arms: and thoſe go- 


PON. the expiration of the thirty 
days, Herod demanded payinent of 


Herod finding this want of fidelity on 
the part of the Arabian, and perceiving that 
he could not obtain his right by an equitable 


vernors having complied with his requeſt, 


proceeded into Arabia, and marched ſeven 
ſtages in the courſe of three days. At 
length he arrived at the caſtle of Repta, to 
He loſt 


was fortunate enough to take on the firſt 
attack. The conqueſt being made, he demo- 


| liſhed the ſeveral fortifications, but abſtained 


”; 
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from doing any farther miſchief. While 
theſe tranſactions were going forward, 
Nacebus, the general of the Arabians 
marched to the relief of his countrymen ; 
and was no ſooner arrived, than a battle 


enſued, in which very few, if any, of the 


troops of Herod were loſt ; but the Arabian 
general was ſlain on the ſpot, together with 
five and twenty of his people; and the reſt 
of them were diſperſed, and compelled to 
ſeek their ſafety in flight. 

Having avenged the affronts offered him 
by the free booters, Herod led an army of 
three thouſand Idumeans to Trachon, in 
order to keep the mal-contents in thoſe 
parts under ſubjection. In juſtification of 
his conduct, the king tranſmitted a faithful 
narrative of the late occurrences to the Ro- 
man governors preſiding in Phenicia, in- 
forming them, that in his late contentions 
with the rebellious Arabians, he had not 
exceeded the authority with which he was 
inveſted; and upon making enquiry into 
all the circumſtances that had occurred, the 
governors were , convinced, that the afler- 
tions of Herod were founded in' truth. 


CHAP. XV. 


Cæſar threatens Herod. The inſolence of 
the Arabians. Abodas dies, and is ſuc- 
ceeded by Aretas. 


HAT we have related in the pre- 

ceding chapter, is a candid repre- 
ſentation of facts: but the Arabians tranſ- 
thitted to Syllzus at Rome, a narrative 
wherein, by ſappreſfing ſome circumſtan- 
ces, and artfully diſguiſing others, the 
truth was groſsly perverted. By this time, 
Syllæus had contrived to inſinuate himſelf 


into a perſonal acquaintance with the em- 


eror. 
While walking one day before the royal 
palace, Syllæus received by expreſs a packet 


repaired to Cæſar, to whom he told a me- 
lancholy ſtory, which was frequently in- 
terrupted by tears and other expreſſions of 
ſorrow. He ſaid, that at the head of a 
powetful army, Herod had made an in- 
curſion into Arabia, ſubverted the govern- 
ment, and ſpread deſolation through the 


he immediately collected an army together, country; that he had put two thouſand five 


hundred noble Arabians to the ſword, the 
general Nacebus, his friend and relation, 
being among the number of the ſlain, and 
that he had plundered the caſtle of Repta 
of treaſure to an immenſe amount. He at- 
tributed theſe misfortunes jointly to the 
negle& of Obodas, and his not having an 
army ſufficiently powerfyl to oppole the 

| invader 


55 


| 
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containing the partial narrative above al- Sy. 
luded to; and after reading the diſpatches, c 


ſame 6 


he cloathed himſelf in deep mourning, and cu. 
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len the firſt time the emperor refuſed to admit 
wk the ambaſſadors to his preſence, and on the 


invader, nor a general qualified to com- | 
mand the troops that were upon the ſpot ; 


adding that if he had been preſent, he 
truſted Herod would have had ample cauſe 
to repent his undertaking. 

Hereupon, Cæſar made enquiry as to 
whether Herod had lately marched his 
army beyond the limits of his own juriſdic- 
tion; and being anſwered in the athrma- 
tive, he gave credit to the whole report 
communicated by Syllæus. He therefore, 


es ſent an angry and menacing letter to He- 


* rod, which was directed in the following 
ſer 


ſingular manner: To Herod, formerly my 

friend, hearafter my ſubject.” 3 
At the ſame time Syllæus wrote letters 

to the Arabians, informing them of the 


particulars of what had paſſed. When the 


Arabians, on the information of theſe let- 


ters, found that Herod was in diſgrace with 
Czlar, their inſolence exceeded all bounds, 
and they became much more untractable 
than they had heretofore been. They ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to deliver up the malefactors 
or even to pay their debts; nay they went 
farther; they denied the payment of their 
rents, and refuſed to diſcharge all thoſe 
common obligations which, by the mutual 
faith of ſociety, one man owes to another. 

The Trachonites likewiſe took adantage 
of the particular ſituation of affairs, and 
joined with the Arabian ravagers againſt 
the garriſons of Idumea which belonged 
to Herod. They deſtroyed and plundered 
wherever they came; and this more from 
motives of revenge than from thoſe of ad- 
vantage. 


Herod having now loſt the friendſhip of 


Cæſar, was compelled to ſubmit to the above 


and maay other indignities; for by this 
time his credit began to fail him, and 
he was abandoned by his natural cour- 
age. e Mee. £208 
On two ſeveral occaſions did he ſend am- 
baſſadors to Cæſar, to endeavour toexculpate 
himſelf from the charges againſt him; but 


ſecond application, he would not receive 
their diſpatches. | 3 

In the mean time Herod had every thing 
to apprehend from the arts of Sy llæus, who 
fought all opportunities of turning to his 
own benefit the anxiety of mind in which 
he found Cæſar involved. Syllæus, for- 
tunately for his own purpoſes, Was near 
enough to Czlar to take every advantage 
of the change of his diſpoſition ; and find- 
ing that he was credulous, and eaſy to be 
wrought upon, he diſpoſed him to give 
ſuch directions as were conſiſtent with his 


own intereſt : and, excluſive of all this, 


Syllæus had in contemplation other projects 


tor promoting his intereſt. | 
| 
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In the interim king Ohodas departed this 
life, and was ſucceeded by Aneas, who 
took the name of Aretas. Syllæus was no 
ſooner informed of this circumſtance, than 
he exerted himſelf in a ſingulat man- 
ner to procute Aretas to be depoſed, and 
and to engroſs the whole power to him-! 
ſelf; and the methods he made uſe of were 
the propagation of | calumnious reports, 
the giving bribes at court, and making 
large promiſes to Cæſar. What principally. 
encouraged him to an attempt of this kind 
was, a diſguſt that Cæſar had conceived a- 
gainſt Aretas for entering on the adminiſtra», 
tion of government without obtaining his 
conſent, or even making bim acquainted 
with his tentions n bot ed 3-1 
Aretas had no ſooner aſcended the throne; 
than he diſpatched meſſengers to deliver 
complimentary letters to Cæſar, together 
with preſents of conſiderable value, one of 
which was a crown. of gold purchaſed at 
a prodigious expence. Theſe letters con- 
tained a poſitive accuſation againſt Syllæus 
for uſurping the authority of Obodas dur- 
ing his life; and then cauſing him to be 
deſtroyed, by poiſon as likewiſe with vio- 
lating the chaſtity of the wives ot the 
Arabians, and wrongtully taking up large 
ſums of money, as à means of ſecuring 
ſlucceſs to his pretenſions upon the govern- 
ment. But as Cæſar had before denied 
audience to Herod's ambaſſadors, ſo he 
now treated theſe meſſengers in the ſame. 
manner, refuſing to attend to their diſ- 
patches, and to accept their pre- 
lente. FF BT; 
The affairs both of Arabia and Judea 
were every day plunged into greater per- 
plexity. The king of the former country 
could not yet by; any means deem himſelf 
ſecure in the poſſeſſion of his new. dignity, 
and Herod's power over his ſuhjects was fo 
diminiſhed, that he was under the neceſ- 
ſity of ſubmitting to the -greateſt indigni- 
ties. 1 x 115% 0453- 2S5979040t-2o6 514 
At length, Herod . reſolved to exert 
his own: intereſt, as well as that of his 
friends with Czlar 3. and therefore he diſ- Herod feuds 
patched a third embaſly to Rome, Nico- Nicilaus of 
laus being appointed to execute that gam: . 


miſſion. + ifs rt botrin, ti embaſly to 
Cæſar. 


* 
_ 


— 


Eurycles becomes the confidant of Alexander. 
He is baniſhed from Lacedemon. Tyron- 
nus and fucundus put to torture. Torture 
inflitted upon the governor of Alexanarion.' 
| Counterfeit letters produced to criminate 
Alexander. Falſe witneſſes againſt the 
brothers ſtoned to death. Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus are put into bonds, and ea 
5 E ee eee mined | 
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Eurycles 


gains the 


convenient. He had the art of perſuadin 


THE 


mined on the information of Salome. Cafar 
and Herod reconciled. Syllæus accuſed, 
and ordered to be put to death. 


HERE was at this time at the court 
of Herod, a Lacedemonian named 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


- 


a longer diſguiſe of his ſentiments unne. 
ceſſary, made no ſcruple to avow his enmi.. 


certed for taking away his life. 
Suppoſing Eurycles to have acted from 


Eurycles, a man of noble deſcent, but of 4 principle of diſintereſted friendſhip, Anti- 


the moſt malicious turn of mind; prone to 
acts of ſenſuality, and vain to an exceſs; 
but he was ſo conſummate an hypocrite. 
that it was not an eaſy matter to diſcern 
that he poſſeſſed any of theſe faults. By 
that admirable addreſs of which he was 
maſter, Eurycles had inſinuated himſelf 
into an acquaintance with Herod, with 
whom he interchanged preſents, and to 
whom he rendered ſeveral good offices. By 
theſe means, and by being frequently in 
company with Alexander, he became fa- 
miliarly acquainted with that prince alſo. 
Now Eurycles would frequently hint what 
an extraordinary degree of friendſhip ſub- 
fiſted between him and Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia, and how profound a reſpect 
the latter entertained for Glaphyra. Thus, 


by rendering himſelf an entertaining com- 


panion to every one about him, and b 

acting the part of an eaſy and general friend, 
he had an opportunity of hearing all that 
was ſaid, and ſeeing eve 
done; ſo that he failed not of collecting 
a number of idle ſtories, which he applied 
to his own purpoſes whenever he found it 


all people with whom he engaged in con- 
verſation, that their reſpective intereſts 
was the principal object of his wiſhes, 
and that to render them ſervice was his 


pater made him preſents of conſidęrable va. 
lue, and then haſtened to inform the kin 

of the particulars he had lately learnt. An. 
{ tipater having introduced Eurycles to He. 
rod, a converſation took place in relation 
to Alexander, which had the effect of more 
violently exaſperating the king againſt hig 
fon. Deeming Eurycles deſerving of te- 
compenſe for his ſuppoſed ſervices, Herod 
preſented him with fifty talents, which he 
had no ſooner received, than in the true 
ſpirit of hypocriſy, he repaired to Arche. 
laus, and ſpoke to him in terms of the 
| higheſt commendation of the virtues gf 


Alexander; intimating, that he had uſed 


his beſt endeavours for effecting a recgn. 
ciliation between that prince and his father, 
and was extremely happy in the ſucceſs 
that had already attended his negociation, 
This artful ſtory was ſo ſatisfactory ty 
Archelaus, that he preſented the impoſtor 
with a large ſum of money. Having en- 


thing that was riched himſelf by his villanies, Eurycle 


retired into his own country, where for 
ſome time he continued to practice a va- 


riety of deceptions. At length, however, nd, 3 
gan enquiry was made into the conduct ofniticd i 


ty to his father, and the project he had con. 
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Eurycles, and his iniquities being proved, *:*. 


he was baniſhed from Lacedemon. 
An occurrence now took place more fatal 
to the repoſe of the princes than any pre- 


view in the correſpondence he held with |ceding one. Jucundus and Tyrannus, for- 


others. 
By a mode of addreſs thus arfully ma- 


naged, he fo far inſinuated himſelf into the 


eſteem and affection of Alexander, that he 
laced the utmoſt reliance on him, and 


confidence of confided in him as the keeper of all his moſt 


Alexander, 


and betrays 


him, 


important ſecrets, 228 him the only 
man he could truſt in the full aſſurance that 
he ſhould not be betrayed. In this perfect 
confidence of friendſhip, he related to him 
the whole hiſtory of his misfortunes; made 


him acquainted with the unkindneſs of his 


father; informed him of all the particulars 
relating to the death of his mother, and of 
the credit and influence that Antipater had 
gained with the king. | 


Eurycles, from time to time, communi- 


eated to Antipater all the information re- 
ceived from Alexander. He ſaid, he con- 
ceived himſelf bound in duty to report this 
diſagreeable intelligence, ſince the conceal- 


ment of it might produce dangerous con- 


ſequences; recommending Antipater to 
look with an eye of caution upon Alexander, 
who he pretended, had of late aſſumed a 


merly belonging to Herod's life- guards, 
who were men of extraordinary ſtature and 
ſtrength, had been lately baniſhed from 
court. Knowing the merit of theſe men, 
Alexander took them into his ſervice, as a 
guard to his perſon, and behaved to them 

in a very liberal manner. 
This circumſtance gave ſuch extreme 
offence to the king, that he gave orders 
for them to be immediately put to the tor- 
ture. This being done, they bore up un- 
der the ſeverity of the torments as long as 
human nature could ſuſtain the extremity 
of pain; but being at length unable to 
endure any more, they made a declaration 
purporting that Alexander had ſolicited 
them to ſeek ſome favourable opportunity 
of killing the king, while he was engaged 
in a party of hunting; that he ſaid this 
matter might be the more eaſily effected, 
under pretence that the king had fallen from 
his horſe upon his own arms ; a pretence 
that would have the greater weight, be- 
cauſe that, on a former occaſion, he had 
very narrowly eſcaped with his life from 2 
| fimilar 
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of their rage would have treated Alexand- 
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Gmilar accident. The ſufferers farther de- 
declared, that a ſum of money was ſecreted 
in the ſtable ; and they ſaid, that in pur- 


Syllzus,; in the hope of obtaining him for 
a huſband ? Salome having delivered the 
paper to Herod, he was ſo enraged, that 


ſuance of an order given to the principalſſ he gave orders for his ſons to be ſeparated 


game-keeper, by Alexander, his ſervant 
had received a number of the king's darts 
and lances. 

The governor of Alexandrion was the 
next man that was put to the torture. The 


charge exhibited againſt him was that he 


had given his promiſe to the brothers to 
receive them into the caſtle, and likewiſe 
to deliver into their hands all ſuch of the 
royal treaſure as was therein depoſited. 
During the time that the governor was un- 
der the torture, he poſitively denied every 
,articular of this charge; but, on the con- 
trary. his ſon ſaid that it was founded on 
fact, and produced a writing to the following 
effect, which he pretended was under the hand 
of Alexander: If God permit, you need 
not entertain the leaſt doubt of hearing 
from us, as ſoon as we have prepared mat- 
ters ſo as to be ready for you; therefore 
remember your promiſe, and do not fail to 
be ready to. receive us into the caſtle.” 
Herod having peruſed this paper, had no 
farther doubt of the exiſtence of the conſpir- 
acy: but Alexander, during all this time, 

unded on a mere fiction, and the contri- 
vance of Antipater, and that the writin 
was forged by the ſecretary Diophantus, 


pee inſiſted that the whole charge was| 
0 


and bound, and that they ſhould commit 
to writing the particulars of the treaſon 
with which they were accuſed. The ac- 
counts written by the princes exactly cor- 
reſponded. They denied ever to TT 


entertained the idea of conſpiring again 


had formed the deſign of eſcaping from 
their confinement ; and ſaid they preferred 
death to living under perpetual jealouſy and 
luſpicion. 

At this time, Archelaus, king of Cappa- 
docia, ſent Mela, a man of high rank in 
that country, in quality of ambaſſador to 
Herod. Having taken offence againſt Ar- 
chelaus, and being willing he ſhould 
know it, Herod ordered Alexander to be 
brought out of priſon, and examined in the 
preſence of Mela, Being queſtioned re- 
ipecting his intended eſcape, Alexander 


Archelaus, his father-in-law, in conſe- 
quence of his having promiſed to conduct 
him to Rome. He expreſſed a wiſh that 
Tyrannus and his affociates had been more 
| particularly examined ; and faid that the 


g|| populace had been fpirited up to take away 


their lives by the agents of Antipater, who 


=p had heretofore diſtinguiſhed himſelf 


y exploits of this naturez and who was| 


% 


a ſimilar act, and received the puniſhment] 


due to his crime, 


: 


At this time, Herod was at Jericho ; and| 


after the witneſſes had been tormented, he 
had them conducted to that place, in order 
to accuſe his ſon publicly before the people; 
but before they could have an opportunit 
of doing this, they were ſtoned to death by 
the multitude, who, in the firſt tranſports 


er and Ariſtobulus in the ſame manner, 
fut that Herod, aſſiſted by Ptolemy and. 
Pheroras, interpoſed in their behalf. But 
the king ordered them into cloſe confine- 
ment and appointed ſpies to obſerve all their 
words and actions, They expected to be 
foon put to death, and the ſame opinion 
was entertained by the people in general. 
Being reduced to this extremity, Ariſ- 
tobulus entertained the hope of being able 
to infpire Salome, his aunt and mother-in- 
law, with compaſlion for his ſufferings, and 
a juſt indignation againſt the author of 
them. He therefore diſpatched a letter 
to her, wherein the following queſtion was 
Propoſed : whether ſhe could conſider her- 
ſelf ſecure under a charge of holding à 
private cofreſpondence on ſtate affairs with 


* 


At length Ptolemy, to whoſe care the 


as would operate to his diſadvantage. 


terwards apprehended while perpetrating|| Herod now ordered Mela and Alexander Alexander 
to be conducted to Glaphyra, and that ſheand Gla- 


ſhould be queſtioned in regard to the ſup- 


band in chains, the princeſs tore her hair, 
and bitferly deplored her unhappy fortune, 
while Alexander appeared to be equally 
affected. | 


— 


prince had been committed, interrogated 


had been concerned in the plot; to which 
Alexander, in a kind of ironical manner, 
mw 63 1 N l „ 6 4 =_ F a 
replied, © How can you entertain the leaſt 


undoubtedly be preſent.” And then in a 
more ſerious tone, he ſaid, She is a wo- 
man dearer to me than my own exiſtence z 
ſhe is one of the worthieſt of wives, and 
the moſt excellent of mothers ; nor can 
the whole world produce her ſuperior in 
either of theſe characters.“ He had no 
ſooner pronounced theſe words, than the 
princeſs declared that her conſcience ac- 
quitted her of all idea of guilt ; but that 
if the acknowledging herſelf culpable 
would tend, in any degree, to the pre- 
ſervation of her huſband, ſhe would not 
heſitate to make ſuch acknowledgment, 


even 


their father; but acknowledged that they 


frankly avowed, that had he ſucceeded in 


that deſign, he ſhould have repaired to 


was fearful of their making ſuch diſcoyeries 


mined before 


poſed treaſon. Upon beholding her huſ- Mela. 


him, requiring to know whether his wife 


doubt of that? Wherever I am, ſhe muſt © 
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yield them countenance and ſupport in ſuch 


| tereſts of their father. | | 


Czſar recon- 
ciled to He- 
rod. 


to their orders. Nicolaus being introduced 


the cauſe came to be heard, Nicolaus, aſ- 


Syllzus ac- 
cuſed before 
the emperor. 


tion. But Alexander hearing what ſh. 


THE ANT1QUITIES OF THE JEWS, 
| 


even though ſhe was ſure to die without | 


an opportunity of retracting her declara 


ſaid, eagerly exclaimed, ** No, no, we arc 
not yuilty of a ſingle circumſtance that 
hath been alledged againſt us ; and we have 
merited a very different kind of treatment 
from th-ſe who have been baſe enough to 
injure us by their ſuſpicions. With regar.: 
to the reſolution we nad formed of getting 
away to our father, and then of eſcaping 
to Rome, if that is to be conſtrued into 
trealon, we have nothing to do but to 
plead guilty.” 

The circumſtances that tranſpired in the 
above examination, ſerved to increaſe H. 
rod's ſuſpicion of Archelaus, to whom he 
diſpatched letters to Eleula, a city in Phœ 
nicia, by Olympus aud Volumni.s, they 
being inſtructed to expoſtulate wich him on 
the preſumption of his being engaged in 
confederacy with Alexander and riltobu- 
lus. | 

After delivering their letters, their orders 
were to ſail for Rome; and to enquire o. 
Nicolaus of Damaſcus, if Cæſar was more 
diſpo cd to favourable ſentiments than he 
had ;:cretofore been. If this happened to 
ve £14 caſe, they were to p:eſent other diſ- 
patc hes to him, giving an account of th 
proccedings againſt Alexander and Ariſto 
bulus, and hikewiſe copies of the evidence 
on which their conviction had been found- 
ed. | 

Archelaus informed the ambaſſadors, 
that he had expreſled a readineis to receive 
the princes, whereby he imagined that he 
he ſhould confer an obligation both upoy, 
the father and ſons; ſaying that he was 
apprehenſive Herod might in the impetu 
ouſity of his rage compleat their dettruc- 
tion He diſclaimed the intention of ſend 
ing them to Cæſar, and of any deſigu ty 


proccecdings as were contrary to the in- 


Upon their arrival at Rome, Olympus and 
Volumnius found Cæſar very favourably 
diſpoſed towards Herod; and therefore 
they delivered their diipatches, according 


to the Emperor, he exhib.ted a formal 
acculation againſt Syllæus, as having been 
guilty of a variety of the molt flagitious 
practices, having procured materials for 
that purpole from the Arabians. When 


ſiſted by ſome agents from Aretas, charge: 
Synæus with having cauſed king Obodas 
and a great number of his Arabian ſubjects 
to be murdered ; with taking up large ſums 
of money, and employing the ſame in di- 
turbing the public tranquillity ; with be- 
ing a notorious violator of the chaſtity of 


W_— 


women, both at Rome and in Arabia, and 
with having traduced the character of He. 
rod in a fallagious account delivered to the 
mperor reſpecting his Arabian expedition. 
In ſupport of the charge of the murder of 
Obodas and many of his ſubjects, different 
letters written by Syllæus, which had been 


intercepted, were produced. 

Nicolaus was proceeding to authenticate 
the allegations he had made, when he was 
interrupted by Cziar, who deſired him to 
confine himſelf to the laſt charge. ”" 
plain to me, ſaid the emperor, what was 
he conduct of Herod in Arabia. Did he 
ot ravage that country, put two thouſand 
tive hundted of the inhabitants to the 
word, and carry off a great number gf 
priſouers?” Nicolaus declared that the con- 
auct of Herod had been groſsly miſrepre- 
tented, He then ſtated the circumſtance 
of Herod lending to Syllæus five hun- 
Ared talents, on the ſecurity of his bond, 
lay ing, that after the time ſtipulated for 
the payment had elapſed, he had an un- 
queſtionable right to ſue the country for the 
money due. The body of men which Syl- 
ieus had repreſented as an army, he ſaid, 
did not come under that appellation, the 
1 UNLDET being no more than ſufficient to 
put a legal claim into execution. S far 
rom acting in a raſh and violent manier 
1crod appealed to Saturninus and Volum— 
nius, tuen governors of Syria, when, in 
their p:etence, at Berytus, Syllæus ſolemn— 
ly twore by the fortune of Czlar to pay the 


|| moncy due to Herod, and to ſurrender to 


im all the fugitives within thirty days: 


undiſcharged, and the fugitives were {till 
Jetained. Being thus deceived, he made 
a ſecond application to the governors, who 
declared their opinion to be, that he had 
a right to ſeek redreſs by whatever means 
might appear moſt likely to be attended 
with ſuccels; in conſequence of which, 
he went into Syria: but ſurely he was not 
to be conſidered as making war againſt that 
country, ſince he acted under the ſanction 
ot its governors, the object of his journey 
being the recovery of his right. Nicolaus 
laid, that the fugitives were originally about 
torty of the leaders of the robbers of 
Prachonitis; but that the number was 
icon increaſed ; for the free-booters, who 
aad committed great depredations 1n Judea, 
were received into the protection ot Syllæus 
who alligned them lands, and accepted 
part of the property they had ſo unjuſtly 
acquired, 
taken no other priſoners in Arabia than 
thoſe very robbers, and that even ſeveta ot 
noſe had effected an eſcape. He further 


laid, that Herod's people being attacked 
by a party of the Arabians, he was 1 
n the 


I 
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when that time had expired, the debt was 


He declared that Herod had 
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kendaling 
fr to He 
* 


IL 
dend. 


the neceſſity of repelling force by force, 
and that during the conflict only ſix and 
twenty of the enemy were killed, Nace- 
bus, their general, being among the num- 
bet; adding, that Syllæus had falſely aſ- 


ſerted the flain to amount to two thouſand | 


five hundred. 

When Nicolaus had concluded, the em- 

ror in an angry tone, demanded of Syllæ- 
vs, how many of his people were ſlain in 
the action with Herod : when, after heſi- 
tating for ſome time, he acknowledged 
that he had miſrepreſented the number. 
The conditions of the bond given by Syl- 
1zus to Herod, the arbitrations of the go- 
vernors, and the remonſtrances from the 
different cities and towns reſpecting the de- 
predations committed by the robbers were 
now read. 


or Being fully convinced of the iniquitous 


practices of Syl.#us, Cæſar condemned him 
to ſuffer death, and reſtored Herod to fa- 
vour, acknowledging himſelf to have becy 
deceived by the calumnies propagated a- 
ainſt him. Orders were given for con- 
ducting Syllæus back into Arabia, where, 
after diſcharging the debts he had con- 
tracted, he was to ſuffer the ignominious 
puniſhment pronounced againſt him. 

Cælar was much diizuſted with Arctas 
for having aſſumed tie royal authority 
without applying for his approbation, and 
co:iceived tae defign of trans/erring the 

overnment of the province to Herod : but 

de declined that intention, upon reading 
tic letters delivered by Olympus and Vo- 
lumnius, which contain=d the molt bitter 
invectives againſt Alcxander and Aiiſto- 
bulus. 

The emperor now gave audience to the 
ambaſſadors froin Aretas, to whom he addreſ- 
ſed himſelf in a ſtile of reproof againſt the 
temerity of their maſter in aſſuming the 
ſovereignty, without being authorited lo to 
do; after which he accepted their prelents 
and confirmed Aretas in his authority. 


rute Cœlar wrote a letter to Herod, condoling 


him on the vexation he experienced on ac- 
count of his ſons, and inveſting him with 
power to proceed againſt them as parricides, 
if it ſhould appear that they were actually 
engaged in the ſuppoſed treachery ; but, if, 
upon further enquiry, they ſhould be prov- 
ed no otherwiſe criminal than with reſpect 
to the intended eſcape, he recommended 
him to moderate his diſpleaſure, and let 


ſeverer puniſhment be ſaperceded by a pro- 


per reprehenſion of their conduct. Upon 
the whole, the advice of Herod was, that 
a council ſhould be ſummoned at Berytus, 
Where a great number of Romans reſided ; 
that Herod ſhould demand the affiſtance 
of the governors of the adjacent provinces, 
requeſt the attendance of Archelaus, king 


perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank; and that this 
aſſembly, ſhonld maturely conſider, and 
finally decide upon the matter .in contro- 
verſy between Herod and his ſons. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Herod accuſes his ſons before a council at 
Berytus, and it is determited that he may 
diſpoſe of them at his pleaſure. They are 
condemned to ſuffer death. Tyro's vindi- 
cation of the princes. 
hberents impriſoned Several perſons put to 
torture. Tyro hrs ſon, and three hundred 
others put to death by the populace. A- 
lexander and Ariſtobulus ſtrangled. 


N conformity with the advice of Cæſar, 
H-rod aſſembled a council at Berytue, 


in the Emperor's letter, excepting Arche- 
laus, who was exempted, on account of the 
apprehenſion that his preſence might fruſ- 
trate the ſanguinary project conceived 
againſt the unfortunate princes. 

Herod deemed it not convenient to his 
purpoſe to bring his tons before the coun- 
cil ; but left them at the village of Plantane 
in Sidon, a ſmall diſtance from Berytus, 


from whence they might be brought up, 
if their preſence ſhould be neceſſary. 


Ih court, compoſed of one hundred and 


fifty perſons, being aſſembled; Herod en- 
tered the council chamber wholly unat- 
tended, and with great vehemence and a- 
cr mony, and in language very ill ſuitin 
his character f a father, delivered ſeveral 


| charges of high criminality againſt his ſons, 
His countenance and depottment were vio« council con- 


vened at 
Bery tus. 


lent and menacing, his arguments incon- 
{tent and confuled, and his diſcourſe was 
incoherent, unconnected and, for the moſt 
part unintelligible. Some letters written 


afforded no proof of diſloyalty, or that the 
parties accuted had harboured any inten- 
tions inimical to the ſafety ana honour of the 
king. From thele letters it appeared that 
they had concerted the means of effectin 


with their tather's conduct towards them. 


the moſt indubitable proots of the conſpir- 
acy. The king deſired the council to re- 
collect, that the law of the Jews declar- 
ed.“ If a man have a ſtubborn and rebel- 
lions ſon, which will not ovey the voice 
of his father,- or the voice of his mother, 


with ſtones, that he dic.” He ſaid he was 
willing te decline the authority wherewith 


n — — — — 


of Cappadocia, and that of a number of 


Tyro and bis ad- 


conſiſting of the different perſons mentioned 


by the princes were produced: but they 


an eſcape, and that they were diſſatisfied 


Herod inſiſted that the letters contained 


all the men of his city ſhall ſtone him 


IE 


| * Deut, chapy Xx1. | 
| 5 F the 
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Herod's ſons 
ſentenced to 
die. 


THE AN TIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


the law had inveſted him, and to abide by 
the determination of that reſpectable aſ- 
ſembly, whoſe award he truſted would de- 
ter others from ſuch enormous crimes as 
his ſons had committed. 

Being unwilling to oppoſe the views of 
Herod, whieh were now ſufficiently ap- 
parent, the council voted that he had a right 


to diſpoſe of his ſons in what manner 


might be agreeable to him. This vote be- 
ing paſſed, Saturninus roſe, and ſaid, that 
though the princes ought to be ſubjected 
to ſome kind of puniſhment, his opinion 
was, that taking away their lives would be 
a ſeverity that the nature of the caſe would 
not juſtify. 
The three ſons of Saturninus, who acted 
as deputies to their father, were the next 
who ſpoke, and they concurred with him 
in opinion. Volumnius now aroſe to de- 
liver his ſentiments, which were, that no- 
thing leſs than death could atone for a 
crime of ſuch enormous magnitude ; and 
the majority of the company coinciding 
with him, the matter was decided to the 
prejudice of the brothers. 
As ſoon as the ſentence was paſſed, He- 
rod took his two ſons with him to Tyre, 
where meeting Nicolaus, who was on his 
return from Rome, he informed him of the 
proceedings that had taken place at Bery- 
tus, and enquired what opinion the people 
of Rome had formed with reſpe& to the 
princes. To this Nicolaus anſwered, that 
they were univerſally cenſured for the im- 


_ propriety of their conduct; that the people 


ſaid they ought to be confined in chains for 
what they had been guilty of; nay, that 
death itſelf would not be too great a pu- 
niſhment, if the fact were clearly proved 


againſt them ; ſince in caſe they were pu- 


niſhed in a ſlighter degree, the public voice 
would declare, that the proſecution was 
not ſo much founded in juſtice and reaſon, 
as in ſpleen and reſentment : yet that, if He- 
rod ſeemed more diſpoſed to extend his mer- 
cy to them, he would do well to grant them 
'their liberty, rather than by perſiſting in an 
act of ſeverity, to perpetrate a deed which 
he might hereafter wiſh had never taken 
place. = 
Having received this information, He- 
rod continued for a conſiderable time 
totally ſilent, in deep meditation and as not 
knowing how to act; at length he invited 
Nicolaus to proceed to ſea with him, and 
they departed for Cæſarea. | 

On their arrival at that place, they found 
that the general converſation turned on the 
ſtory of Herod and his ſons : the people 
ſeemed to be extremely anxious to know the 
event of the proſecution : it was the uni- 
verſal apprehenſion that the death of the 
brothers would be the conſequence of the 


| 


| 
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hatred that had been conceived againſt 
them. Pity for their ſituation ſeemed to 
penetrate every heart; but no one dared 10 
ſpeak his own ſentiments, or to liſten to 
thoſe of others; ſo that the general reſent. 
ment appeared to be ſmothered, and every 
emotion, whether of grief or compaſſion 
to be ſuppreſſed. | | : 

In the king's army was a veteran ſoldier... | 
named Tyro, whoie ſon, about the age ofrous in WM 
Alexander, had been honoured with ther 3 = 
triendſhip of that prince. This wan, withan Wl 
a noble independency of ſpirit, publicly a. riftobulgd 
verted, that fraud and chicanery had been I 
practiced to effect the ruin of the prince, ; 
and all who heard him approved his cour. 
age and virtue, though they had not 
reſolution openly to avow their ſenti- 
ments. 

Tyro ſolicited an audience of the king, 
which being granted, after adverting to the 
misfortuncs that had happened in the royal 
tamily, he ſaid the protound aſtoniſhment 
of the people was to be conſidered as a ſe- 
vere, though a tacit reproach to his ma- 
jeſty for his urprovoked ſeverity towards 
his ſons, who were objects of univerſal 
commilcration z adding that the army 
were unanimous in perpetually diſcharg- 
ing execrations againſt the authors of the 
calamities in which the princes were in- 
volved. 
| Offended at the boldneſs of Tyro's ex- 
poſtulations, the king demanded to be in- 
formed of the names of the officers who 
had ſpoken of his conduct with the free- 
dom he had deſcribed. Tyro made no 
ſcruple to mention the names, where up- 
on the king immediately commanded that 
the informer and the perſons accuſed by 
him ſhould be committed to priſon, | 

This event had no ſooner taken placeT:yzion M 
than Tryphon, the king's barber, repaired 15 11" 1 
to Herod, to whom he ſaid that Tyro had,, 1 3 
repeatedly made him offers of money, and Herd. 
promiſed him the friendſhip of Alexander, 
if, when he went to ſhave the king, he 
would take an opportunity of cutting his 
throat. As ſoon as this information was 
given, Tyro and his ſon, together with the 
barber, were put to the torture. Tyro's 
ſon obſerving the ſeverity of his father's 
ſufferings, and the fortitude with which he 
bore them, together with the little hope 
that there was of a mitigation of his 
pains, called to thoſe who were employed 
to inflict the torture, ſaying, that if his 
father and himſelf were removed from the 
rack, he would divulge all the particulars 
of the treachery that he was acquainted 
with. This requeſt being complied with, 
he averred that, in order to promote the 
views of Alexander, his father had pro- 


miſed to murder the king, to mom 39 
a 


„ XVII.] 


had frequent opportunities of private ac- 
ceſs. 

After this, Tyro was relieved from the 
torture: but whether the declaration of 
the ſon was founded in fact, or in or- 
der to procure preſent eaſe, ſtill remains a 
matter of doubt 

Herod now cauſed the people to aſ- 
ſemble, and ordered three hundted captains 
of his army, together with Tyro, his ſon, 
and Tryphon, who is mentioned above, 
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Tyro and his 
ſon, together 
with Try- 
phon and 
three hund- 


The barber having publicly accuſed the 
others of treaſonable practices, the popu- 
lace aſſaulted and put every one of them 
to immediate death. | 0 

Alexander and Ariſtobulus were con- ee by 
ducted to Sebaſte, where they were khe populace. 
ſtrangled by the command of their fa- 
ther. The bodies of theſe unfortunate and arito. 


princes were depoſited in the family ſe- bulus 
pulchre at Alexandrion, near the remains ſtrangled. 


Alexander 


of their grandfather, and by the fide of 
thoſe of their mother. 
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Antipater deteſted by the public. H. is counter acted by Salome. Herod compels S ops 
0 eſpouſe Alexas. Herod ſends Glaphyra, and the portion given on her marriage bark 
to Archelaus. 1 . 


KAR SX IS treachery and artifices hav- that he entertained ſuch an inveterate mu- 
* ing occaſioned the death of || lice towards them. 
H 9 Alexander and Ariſtobulus, Antipater conceived it would tend to 
a Antipater conſidered himſelf promote his intereſt to compleat the de- 
RK . as having made a conſider-¶ſtruction of every perſon who cou'd either 
able progreſs towards the accompliſhment || give evidence reſpectiug his treiſon, pre 
of the plan he had concerted for taking away vent his carrying it into execution, at 
the life of his father. 1 de able to aſſiſt Herod in the fruſ- 
Though Herod ſat upon the throne, the || tration of his deligns; and as he was now 
executive powers of the government were || deeply embarked in the plot, he thought 
exerciſed by Antipater, and as all public fit would be dangerous for him to leave 
affairs were entruſted to his management, || any part of his intended deſign unfinithed. 
it may be ſaid that he was king in every It is a fact that, after the death of H-cod, 
thing but in name. he conſidered the government as his own 
The very crime for which he ought to of courſe ; but the i he was apprehenſive of 
have ſuffered death, was deemed an in- | the danger that might ariſe from delay, bc- 
ſtance of his loyalty and regard, as if in|'cauſe that if, in the interim, his real de- 
taking away the lives of the princes, he ſigns ſhould by any means be made known 
had conſulted the honour, welfare, and pre- to his father, his ruin would unduubtediy 
ſervation of the king: whereas, in fact, in be compleated. For thi. reaion he was ex- 
the injury he did the ſons, he gratified ||ceedingly aſſiduous to obtain the good o- 
his ill-will againſt the father; and his an-|| pinion of his father's friends, which he 
tipathy was of fo rancorous a kind, that it] ſought to obtain by making them pre!-i1ts 
was principally on account of the — of conſiderable value, and by conferring 
| upoa 


te war- 


gl) 


upon them every favour that he. thought 
might tend in any degree to remove the 
impreſſions they had received to his diſad- 


vantage. He was particularly attentive to 


Saturninus, governor of Syria, and his 
brother, and other friends who reſided at 
Rome. He even conceived a hope of 
bringing over Salome to his intereſt. Now 
Antipater was a perſon of a moſt ſingular 
good addreſs, and admirably killed in the 
art of conferring an obligation ; beſide that 
he exceeded almoſt every man exiſting, in 
a plauſibility of behaviour, which diſguiſed 
the real ſentiments of his mind : yet all the 
artifice of his conduct was inſufficient to 
impoſe upon his aunt: Salome, who pene- 
trated the depth of his deſigns kept an at- 
tentive eye on all his motions, and coun- 
termined one artifice by another. He ſo 
managed affairs, that the daughter of Salo- 
me, the widow of Ariſtobulus, was eſ— 
pouſed to his uncle by the mother's fide, 
and the other daughter was married to 


Calleus; but theſe connections, however || 


artfully contrived, did not ferve to render 
him an object of leſs abhorrence than was 
due to his complicated crimes, 
Salome had contracted a ſtrong affection 
for Syllæus: but Herod propoſed that ſhe 
ſhould eſpouſe Alexas ; and in this he was 
ſeconded by the Empreſs Julias, who was 
very peremptory with her to comply with 
the king's advice, ſaying, that it ſhe acted 
in oppoſition thereto, ſhe would infallibly 
forfeit the good opinion and friendſhip of 
her brother, he having ſolemnly ſworn, 
that if ſhe ſhould refuſe to accept Alexas 


for a huſband he, would ever after diſclaim 


her as his ſiſter. Conſcious that danger 
would attend a refuſal, Salome gave her 
hand to Alexas. | 

Soon after the marriage of Salome and 
Alexas, Herod ſent Glaphyra, the widow 
of Alexander, back to her father, Archela- 
us, king of Cappadocia, at the ſame time 


returning to him the ſum he had given as 


her marriage portion. He reſtored the 
money, in order that its detention might 
not prove the eauſe of future controverſy. 
The king gave particular orders, that great 
care ſhould be taken in the education of 
nis grand-children. By Glaphyra, Alex- 
ander had two ſons z and Ariſtobulus had 
three fons and two daughters by Be- 
renice, the daughter of Salome. 

Herod frequently ſpoke to his frends in 
terms of great kindneſs towards the chil- 
dren, lamenting the unhappy fate of their 
fathers, and praying to Heaven, that their 


offspring might not meet ſimilar misfortunes, 


and that their goodneſs might increaſe witt: 
their years. He propoſed hereafter to give the 
daughter of his brother Pheroras in mar- 
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riage to the eldeſt ſon of Alexander, and the 
daughter of Antipater to the eldeſt ſon 
of Ariſtobulus; he likewiſe intended that 
one of the daughters of Ariſtobulus ſhould 
eſpouſe the ſon of Antipater, and that his 
own ſon, named Herod, whomhe had by the 
daughter of the high-prieſt, ſhould marry 
the other daughter. It may not be here 
improper to obſerve, that polygamy is 
allowable among the people of our nation. 
| Herod's view in theſe intended alliances 
was founded in compaſſion for the unhappy 
orphan children; for whom he was exceed- 
ingly deſirous of ſecuring the friendſhip of 
Antipater. However, the tenderneſs of 
Herod increaſed Antipater's averſion to the 
children of the deceaſed princes, who he 
thought might become formidable rivals 
to him, and particularly ſo, if their cauſe 
ſhould be eſpouſed by Archelaus and Phe- 
roras, the tetrarch, whoſe fon he conſi- 
dered as the future huſband of one of the 
princeſſes, 

That his nephews might be leſs likely to 
attain a ſhare in the government, Antipa- 
ter exerted all his influence to prevail upon 
the king to abandon the idea of the mar- 
riages he had propoſed ; and in this he 
|| ſucceeded, though not without ſome dif- 
ficulty. He alſo obtained Herod's conſent, 
to eſpouſe the daughter of Ariſtobulus, and 
that his ſon ſhould marry the daughter of 
Pheroras. | | 
At this time king Herod had no leſs Herodes 
than nine wives: by the firſt he had hjs children 
ſon Antipater ; the ſecond was the daughter b 
of Simon the high- prieſt, who bore hima 
ſon, that was called by the name of He- 
rod; the daughter of his own brother was 
the third ; the fourth was his couſin ger- 
man; but by theſe two he had no children; 
a woman of Samaria was the fifth, by whom 
he had two ſons, called Antipas and Ar- 
chelaus, and a daughter named Olympias, 
who aſterwards became the wife of Joſeph, 
a relation to the king. The ſixth wife 
was Cleopatra of Jeruſalem, who, was the 
mother of Herod and Philip, which latter 
received his education at Rome. Ballas was 
the name of the ſeventh wife, who made 
Herod the father of Phaſael; the eighth 
| was named Phedra ; and the ninth Elpis, 
by which laſt he had two daughters named 
Roxana and Salome. With regard to 
the two other daughters of Herod, the 
children of Mariamne, and ſiſters of A- 
lexander and Ariſtobulus, thoſe who had 
been refuſed in marriage by Pheroras, he 
wedded one of them to Antipater, the fon 
of his fiſter Salome ; and the other to the 
ſon of his brother Phaſael, as hath been 
already mentioned. 
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Upon the invitation of Herod, Zamaris and 
his followers ſettle in Bathanea. Za- 
maris dies, Upon the death of Facimus, 
his ſon Philip is appointed general of A- 
grippa's army. 


O ſecure himſelf from the incurſions 

of the Trachonites, Herod determin- 

ed to build an extenſive village in the 
middle of the country, and to fortify the 
place with a ſtrong garriſon. While he 
was projecting this undertaking, he was 
informed that a Jew named Zamaris had 
quitted Babylon, and, accompanied by five 
hundred horſemen, armed with bows ano 
arrows, a fifth of them bcing related to him, 
had croſſed the Euphrates, and was pro- 
ceeding to the neighbourhood of Daphne, 
in Syria, where the governor Saturninus 
had aſſigned for his reſidence a caſtle named 
Valatha. Upon this, he invited Zamaris 
to ſettle in the diſtrict of Bathanea, border- 
ing upon the land of the Trachonites, pro- 
miſing him and his people the poſſeſſion of 
the lands, and an exemption from duties, 
taxes, and tributes, on the condition only 
of protecting that part of the country from 
the inroads of the plunderers. Zamaris 
accepted this offer, and built a town in the 
land aſſigned him by Herod, giving it the 
name of Bathyra. | . 
Zamaris was joined by an immenſe num- 
ber of Jews, who were rigid obſervers oi 
the laws and religion of their anceſtors. In 
a ſhort time the place became extremely 


| 


populous ; and the people enjoyed all thei, 


privileges and immunities during the re. 


mainder of Herod's reign. Philip, the ſuc- 


ceſſor of Herod, ſubjected theſe people to 
the payment of ſome ſmall taxes: but, 
inconſiderable as they were, thoſe burdens 
were ſoon removed. During the reign of 


Agrippa the Great, and that of his ſon, 


their taxes were very oppreſſive; nor were 
thoſe afterwards impoſed upon them by 
the Romans more favourable : but they 
were not abridged of their perſonal free- 
dom, as will hereafter appear. 

Zamaris lived many years, and was emi- 
nent for his righteouſneſs and virtue, and 
a ſtrict regard to the laws of honour. 
children inherited all the amiable qualities 
of their father. Among the deſcendants of 


reign- appointed him general of his army. 


CHAP, ut: 


The women of Herod's court devoted to bh Pla. 
riſees. The people of that Sect fined, and 
the money paid by the wife of Pheroras. 


His 


Heroras and Antipater appeared to live 
upon terms of friendſhip; the former 
being deceived, and induced to be on friend. 
ly terms with him, by the arts of the wo. 
men who were in the faction of Antipater. 
Now Pherotas did not dare to act in on. 
poſition to the ſentiments of his wife, his 
mother-in-law, or his ſiſter ; though in fact 
he had an utter averſion to them all, on 
account of the indignities they had hereto. 
fore offered his virgin daughters. But it 
would have been a point of great impry. 
dence to quarrel with people fo neceſſary 
to the principal buſineſs, who were likewife 
acquainted with ſo many ſecrets of im- 
portance, and conſequently bound to kee 
choſe of each other. Exclutive of all this, 
Antipater maintained the moſt intimate 
-orrelpondence with them, both on his 
own account, and on that of his mother; 
tor between theſe women there was a moſt 
perfect coincidence both of ſentiments and 
conduct, | | 5 
However, there were frequent quarrels 
about trifles, between Pheroras and Anti- 
pater ; but theſe happened chiefly at the 
,nſtance of Salome, who was perpetually 
exciting their jealouſies of each other. 
Salome was well informed of the nature of 
the plot from the beginning to the end; 
and had nearly refolved in her own mind 
to make a diicovery to Herod of the whole 
conſpiracy. Now at this time the conſpir- 
ators had obſerved that their meetings were 
watched, that their correſpondence was 
{ſuſpected to be carried on in a myſterious 
manner, and that the king was jealous of 
and diſpleaſed with their proceedings: 
wherefore they had a conference together, 
and reſolved that, for the future, their 
meetings ſhould not be held in ſo public 
a manner, but that they would pretend to 
| have diſputed and quarrelled,and would fre- 
quently mention each other with diſreſpect 
in company, particularly when Herod was 
within hearing, or any other perſon that 
was likely to carry news to the king. 


[Bock yy 


Zamatis was a ſon named Jacimus, who 


| It was the practice of Salome to commu- Se 
was celebrated for his intrepidity, and 


nicate to Herod all the information ſhe was forms Her 


eſteemed one of the moſt accompliſhed men || able to collect, in regard to the converſa- e 
of his time. Jacimus ſerved among the tions that took place in the private meetings the cen, 


guards of the king of Babylon; and upon 
his deceaſe, at a very advanced age, he 
left a fon named Philip, for whom king 
Agrippa had a great eſteem, and in reward 
for his courage and integrity, that ſove- 


of the contpirators; and likewiſe to adviſe ator. 
him to puriue proper meaſures for his ſecu- 
rity, ſince no doubt could remain of his life 
being in imminent danger. She averred, 
that their diſputes and the oppiobrious lan- 


guage 


| 


q 
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2 Pha- 


3 * 


p. W.] 
guage they addreſſed to each other in public | 


deſigns; adding, that the moſt perfect har- 


devoted to the Phariſees, a ſect among the 


ker! Pha- 


dem Bagoas, the eunuch, and a youth named 


were artifices for concealing their wicked 


mony prevailed when they were by them- 
ſelves. Judging that the malicious diſpo- 
tion of his ſiſter might very probably in- 
ſtigate her to exaggerate the reports ſhe had 
heard, Herod did not place implicit confi- 
dence in what ſhe ſaid, though he ſut- 
pected it to have ſome foundation in 
truth. 

The ladies of Herod's court were wholly 


Jews, though cunning, vain, and arro- 
gant, and priding themſelves in treating 
regal authority with contempt, yet affecting 
an oſtentation of greater righteouſneſs than 
other people poſſeſſed. Orders being iſſued 
for the wholeJewiſh nation to take an oath 
of allegiance to Cæſar and Herod, the 
Phariſees, to the number of ſeven thou- 
ſand refuſed to comply, in conſequence of 
which a fine was impoſed upon them, 
when the wife of Pheroras paid the money. 
The Phariſees had acquired the reputation 
of poſſeſſing the gift of proph cy; and in 
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jected the offer of the royal virgins to hitn 


in marriage, in ſo contemptuous a manner 
as he had done; that contrary to all law, and 
in a mult unnatural manner; ſhe had; to the 
utmoſt of her power, promoted a quarrel 
betwixt brethren, not ouly by her words, but 
by her actions; that ſhe had taken patt with 
the obſtinate and rebeilious Phariſecs, b 
diſcharging for them the fine which He- 
rod had ordered them to pay; and that ſhe 
was, in a greater or leſs degree, concerned 
in the whole conſpiracy.” For theſe rea- 
ſons Herod was of opinion that Pheroras 
would but act agreeable to his duty, if he 
were to diſmiſs ſo abandoned a woman, one 
that had fomented-ſuch differences between 
thoſe who were nearly related: and this he 
thought ought to be done without farther 
ditficulty or entreaty ; eſpecially as affairs 
were now advanced to fuch a length, that 
Herod would never hereaittec acknowledge 
Pheroras for his brother, if he did not dil- 
own that woman for his wife. | 
Pheroras could not but be very ſenſibly 
affected by What Herod advanced on this 


return for the ſingular Zavour conterred up- 
on them in the diſcharge of the fine, they 
propagated a rumour, that the ſovereignty 
would be transferred from Herod and hi: 
family to the deſcendants of the princels 
and her huſband Pheroras. | 

Salome informed the king of the above 
circumſtance, and aſſured him that bri- 
bery had been uſed to procure the pretended 
prediction. Hereupon, feveral ot the Pha- 
riſees were apprehended and put to death, 
as being the principal abettors of the ſe- 
ditious prophecy ; and among theſe was 


Carus, who was a particular favourite of 
Herod, on account of the fingular beauty 
and elegance of his perſon, Excluſive of 
theſe, ſeveral perſons belonging to Herod's 
own family were convicted of being con- 
cerned in the conſpiracy ; and theſe con- 
victions aroſe from the teſtimony of the 
Phariſees themſelves. Now, previous to 
this, the Phariſees had flattered Bagoas 
that he ſhould be conſidered as the parent 
and benefactor of the prince that was here- 


after to fill the throne ; they predicted too 


that the. new king ſhould be proſperous in 
all his undertakings, and that the govern- 
ment ſhould be eſtabliſhed in his family 
by the perpetuity of a race of legal de-| 
ſcendants. 

Within a little while after the Phariſees 
bad been executed, Herod cauſed a num- 
ber of his friends to be ſummoned in coun- 
eil, before whom he exhibited a complaint 
againſt the wife of Pheroras, in which it 
Was alledged, that © It was owing to her 
council and advice that his brother had re- 


| occaſion: but nevertheleis he made a pub- 


lic declaration, that though he was willin 

to pay all poſſible duty and reſpect to his 
prince and brother, yet he could not enter- 
tain the thought of abandoning his wife; 
that nothing ſhould induce him to part with 
her, and that death itſelf was preferable to 
the idea of living without her. This re- 
fuſal gave great uneaſineſs to Herod : but 
for the preſent he concealed his reſentment 
and contented himſelf with enjoining An- 
tipater and his mother not to have any cor- 
reſpondence with Pheroras, and forbidding 
the ladies of the court to indulge themſelves 
in their accuſtomed converſations. They 
readily promiſed to pay obedience to the 
orders of the king ; but nevertheleſs met 
privately and conferred in the uſual man- 
ner; and Antipater and Pheroras were 
more frequent in converſation than ever: 


A report was propagated at this time, that 


a love-intrigue ſubſiſted between Antipater 
and the wife of Pheroras; and that their 
acquaintance and connection was promoted 
by the mother of Antipater. | 


CHA FF IV:; 


Antipater goes to Rome. Sylleus charged 
with treaſon, and the complaint appointed 
to be heard at Rome. 


H E ſuſpicions of Herod, and the re- 
ſentment he had expreſſed, proving 

the cauſe of much uneaſineſs to Antipater, 
he wrote to his friends at Rome, requeſting 
them to procure an order for him to wait 
upon Cæſar. This being obtained, the king 
diſmiſſed him with preſents of great value, 


and 
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and likewiſe entruſted him with his laſt 
will and teſtament, wherein Antipater was 
declared his ſucceſſor ; but in caſe of his 
death, the government was to deſcend 
to Herod, his ſon by the daughter of the 
high-prieſt. 

Having neglected to tranſact ſome buſi- 
neſs in conformity with the command of 
Cæſar, Syllæus, the Arabian, at the ſame time 
repaired to Rome, where Antipater accuſ- 
ed him before Auguſtus, as Nicolaus had 
done before. He was alſo charged by Are- 
tas with having put to death, at Petra, 
ſeveral perſons of unblemiſhed integrity, a- 
mong whom were Sohemus, a man of 
ſtrict honour and virtue, and Fabatus, a 
ſervant to Cæſar. The particulars of this 
affair are as follow : among his guards was 
a Corinthian, in whom the king repoſec 
great confidence. Sylizus offered this man 
a conſiderable ſum of money, on condition 
of his aſſaſſinating the king, and he accept- 
ed the propoſal. Syllæus having mentioned 
the intended murder to Fabatus, the lat- 
ter gave immediate information thereof to 
the king. The Corinthian being put to the 
torture, he confeſſed the charge to be true, 
and gave information againſt two Arabians 
as being concerned in the conſpiracy, one 
of them being a man of high rank, and 
the other a perſon known to be in the con- 
fidence of Herod. Being put to the tor- 


ture, theſe people avowed, that they had ||. 
come thither for the purpoſe of urging] 


the Corinthian to aſſaſſinate the king, and 
if neceſlary, to aſſiſt them in that act. 
Informations being taken of allthat had been 
advanced Herod ſent them to Saturninus, 
who tranſmitted them to Rome, where the 
matter was to be further inveſtigated and 


finally decided. 


CHAP. V. 


Pheroras returns to his government. Being 


ſick, Herod ſends for Pheroras, who de- 
clines to attend. The death of Pheroras. 


ry reſpecting the cauſe of their maſter's 


OF THE JEWS, (Boox x 
as will appear by the following circum. 
ſtance : Pheroras being in his turn ſeized 
with a fit of ſickneſs, the king went, with. 
out the ceremony of an invitation, to pa 
him a viſit, Pheroras dying of this diſor- py, 
der, the king iſſued orders that his bodydis, | 
hould be carried to Jeruſalem, where it | 
was interred in a very diſtinguiſhed man. 
ner. 

Now Antipater was at this time at 
Rome : but this misforiune was produc. 
tive of great miſchicfs to him; for in a 
courſe of time the divine juſtice ſummoned 
him to a full account for the death of his 
brothers. I ſhall now relate, in the pro- | 
per order, all the particulars reſpecting this 
affair, as they may prove a cautionary ex- 
ample to mankind, and ſerve to admo— 
nith after ages, for perions to con— 
duct themſelves, in every event of lite, 
agreeable to the rules of virtuc, and tlie 


ſtrict laws of juſtice. 


CH A P. VI. 


Enquiry made concerning the death of Pie. 
roras. Several women being put to torture, 
one of them accuſes the mother of Antipa- 
ter, who is ſtripped of her jewels, ond 
expelled the palace. Antipater accuſed of 
a deſign to poiſsn the king, The widow of 
Pheroras makes diſcovery of the plot. 
Other people put to the torture. Herod 
: diſmiſſes one of his wives. Bathyllus con- 


Feſſes to have bruught poiſon from Rome. 
PON the deceaſe of Pheroras, two of 


his freemen, who were natives of 
Trachonites, applied to Herod, earneſtly 
entreating him to make particular enqui- 


death, and that, if it ſhould appear to have 
been the conſequence of unfair practices, 
ample vengeance might be executed upon 
the murderers. They informed the king, 
that on the evening when Herod was ſeiz- 


F that Pheroras had ſo great a 
1 tenderneſs for his wife, that he could 
not be prevailed upon to renounce her, Herod 
ordered him to return to his government, 
which he accordingly did, making an oath 
that he would never more viſit his brother. 
Being ſometime afterwards taken dangerouſly 
ill, Herod ſent to Pheroras, requeſting an 
interview with him, in order to communi- 
cate ſome ſecret inſtructions that would be 
found eſſential to the public welfare, in 
caſe of his death: but the latter declined 
his attendance, ſaying that he was bound 
by a ſolemn oath, which he could not 
think of violating. Herod, however, til] 
retained a tender affection for his brother, 


cd with illneſs, he had ſupped with his 
wife, when a mixed liquor, which ſeemed 
to be extremely nauſeous to the taſte, was 
given to him, under the deſcription of a 
love-potion. They ſaid this compoſition 
was prepared by an Arabian woman, and 
that 1t was a moſt ſubtle poiſon. Upon 
enquiry, It appeared, that the woman of 
whom the liquor was procured was the in- 
timate friend and confidant of the miſtreſs 
of Syllæus, and that the mother and ſiſter 
| of the wife of Pheroras had applied to hei 
for the poiſon, and returned from her on 
| the day preceding that whereon the fatal 
draught was adminiſtered, 

This intelligence gave great diſturbance 
to Herod, who iflued immediate orders for 
a number of women, free as well as ſlaves 
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for concealing their intention from Phe- 


his cruelty to his ſons, who, though giv- 


hs baoiſh- 
1 


dal 


Ivpater ac» 
del of an 
tempt upon 
& Ling 's 

it, 


] 


conſideration of 


the king, in order that he might be leſs li- 


moxtally hurt. uin | oe 
As loon as ſhe Was tolerably Kell re- 
covered, Herad 
promiſed pardon both to herſelf, and every 


mother was the cauſe of all the torments 
ſhe then endured, This diſcovery deter- 
mined Herod to extort further information 
trom the women: and they related the 
particulars of various converſations between 
the conſpirators, mentioning what had paſſed 
in different private interviews between He- 
rod and Antipater, and even the circum- 
ſtance of an hundred talents being given 


roras. They declared, that when in con- 
verſation with his mother, Antipater was 
accuſtomed frequently to ſay, “ I believe 
the old fello » will never die,” and viru- 
lently to exclaim againſt him on account of 


ing no provocation of diſpleaſure, were con- 
8 in danger of being deprived of 
hte. 753, 1 | 

As the above accoun 
what Salome had related, the king enter- 
tained no doubt of its authenticity; and 
he immediately ordered Doris, the mother 
of Antipater, to be ſtripped of her jewels, 
which were of great value, and to be turned 
out of the palace, T | 
done. The women of the family of Phe- 
roras were” treated with leſs ſeverity, in 
the intelligence they had 


Y 


given. 4 RG 
Among many other charges adduced 
againſt Antipater, the moſt heinous aroſe 
from the confeſſion of one of his officers 
of truſt, whoſe name alſo was Antipater. 
This man declared, that his maſter had 
delivered to Pheroras a moſt venomous 
poiſon to be adminiſtered in his abſence to 


able to ſuſpicion. He ſaid this poiſon was 
brought from Egypt by Antiphilius, a friend 
to Antipater, whoſe! uncle Theudien, the 
orother of his mother Doris, ſent it to Phe- 
roras, who delivered it to his wifſmQ. 
Hereupon, . Herod ſent for the widow of 
Pheroras, in order to examine her reſpect- 
ing this extraordinary affair. She acknow- 
ledged the whole: account given by Anti- 
pater to be true, and offered to produce 
the poiſon. Doparting as for that purpoſe 
ſhe threw herſelf from one of the galleries 
of the palace into the court: but happen 
ing to light upon her feet, ſhe Was not 
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to be put to the torture. For ſometime they part of the intended plot, he would puniſh 
6 l ſuſtained their ſufferings in ſilence: but at ||them in the ſevereſt, and moſt exet | 
| length one of them declared that Antipater's 


t correſponded with | 


his was accordingly | 


4 


er 


— 


mplary 


manner. Hereupon the widow of.Pheroras 
made a ſolemn oath that ſhe would, relate 
the whole affair, with all its circumſtances ; 
nor ſeek to conceal a fingle particular; 
and it was the prevailing opinion that ſhe 
1id not falſify her word. She then ad- 
pe to the king the following narrative. 33282 
** The poiſon in queſtion was brought out of harorns 
of Egypt by Antiphilius, where it had been > "ay * 
prepared by a brother of his, wha ptac- 

| It was purchaſed by 


tiſed as a phyſician. rchaſ 
Antipater for the purpoſe of deſtroying | 
your majeſty, It was delivered h, Theu- 
dion to Pheroras, Who committed it to my 
care. Some time afterwards, when, my 
huſband fell ill, he was fo deeply impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of your kind and generous 
behaviour, in the friendly viſit. you were 
kind enough to make him on tiatoccaſion, 
that he ſent for me to attend him, and ad- 
dreſſed me as follows :--Antipater has ſe- 
duced me to be concerned in a moſt horrid 
and inhuman plot to poiſon, both my bro- 
ther and his father. Now I am impreſſed 
with ſo deep a ſenſe of the king's unalter- 
able regard and tenderneſs, to me, and of 
my own ſituation as one on the verge of 
eternity, that I am determined, by the 
bleſſing of God, not to depart this life 
with the guilt and infamy of having been 
concerned in a conſpiracy big with. ſuch 
aggravated enormity. I therefore charge 
you, that the poiſon be immediate] 
brought hither, and thrown into the fire in 
my preſence.” © Hereupon, I produced the 
poiſon, and diſpoſed of it according to my 
huſband's command; excepting qulf a very 
ſmall quantity, which I reſerved far my 
own uſe, in caſe it ſnould happen that, after 
the death of my huſband, I ſhould be re- 
duced to ſo miſerable a ſituation as tu think 
of having recourſe tu ſo deſperate an altevi- 
ator. of my pains. She then produced 
the remaining part of the poiſon, and ſub- 
mitted it to the examination of the people 
preſent. $74 Hoy ef 6 10 1b (1 1200 1271 
Soon afterwards, theimother and one of 


1 


i. 


% 


the brothers of Antiphilius being züt to 


torture, they confirmed ſeveral cireum- 
ſtances advanced by the witowof Pheroras, 
particularly that reſpefting the poiſon An 
laccuſation. was exhibited againſt 'ons of the 
kiog's wives, the daughter oft the high” 
Orięſt 30 but ſhe made n confellient HO. Herod diſ- 


again ſent for her, and 


branch oß ber family, on condition that 
they wood ke: anciample: confefjor' of 
the whole; truth z-butohe:;threxteneds that 
if either through ,obſtmacy,! or any other 


—— king diſmiſſed her, And expun goed miſſes & 
from his ſwillo both hen name, and that of his waive 
her ſon Herod, hameche had nominated 
as chis Aus ceſſur, in] vafefzof his ſufb feng 


- 


Aptipateri:-:He Aepod bis father inlaw;' 


Simona the om of; Boethus; from the office b 
of high»prieft, and conferred) that dignity 


caule , yyhstev dr, they ſhould ſecrete. any 


vn, Mathias. of sdernſalein, ho- was the 
1 e if 
9 


| ſon 


\1 
723 


Mi 
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to the torture, he acknowledged to have 
brought poiſon for Pheroris and the mother 
of Antipater, which was to be uſed, in caſe 
of that formerly 
- intended 


buting preſents to the amount of three 
huudred talents, Antipater endeavoured to 


hand. The 
the palace were carefully watched; and 


letters from Rome, mentioning that Ar- 

; - -Chelans and Philip were accuſtomed to 
utter very ſevere reproaches againſt the 
king for having cauſed Alexander and 

| Ariſtobulus to be put to death; and ſug- 
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ſon of Theophilius. In the 0 time, 
Bathyllus, one of Antipater's free men, 


arrived from Rome, and upon being put 


provided failing of its 
effect. By the contrivance of 
Antipater, Herod received a great number of 


that they themſelves had been ſum- 
back, only for the purpoſe of being 
t. cated with ſeverity ſimilar to tbat exer- 
ciſed upon the princes. 


By writing obliging letters, and diſtri- 


ingratiate the friendſhip of a great number 
of courtiers : but during the enquiry, which 
continued ſeven monrhs, he received not 


| his brothers, for which crimes he was told 


OF THE JEWS. [Boos f 
- 
or return. His friends having {i | 
that his abſence gave his Aerlirtes ert 
vantage over him, he proceeded to Sedat . 
where the people combined in diſchar 2 
execrations againſt him, and imploria 
Heaven to avenge the fate of his brothers 
by puniſhing their murderer. 5 
While Quintilius Varus, the ſucceſſor of 
Saturninus in the government of Syria, was 
ſitting in council with Herod in ; 
Antipater, cloathed in purple robes, 20. be- 
proached the gates of the palace, which were, 1" 
immediately thrown open to him, but =? AY 
mittance was denied to his attendants. Un. 
on his advancing to embrace his father, he 
was rejected with the greateſt indignation 
and accuſed of treaſon and the murder of 


Herag ; 4 
Jeruſalem, u ,M 


he would the following day be brought to 
trial, when Varus, who was then preſent 
wou'd preſide as judge. Retiring from the 
apartment in aſtoniſhment and confuſion, in 
the paſſage he met his mother and wife, 
the latter of whom was duughter of Anti. 


the ſlighteſt intimation of the buſineſs in 
gates and all the avenues to 


gonus, Herod's predeceſſor, and after a con- 


1 


Antipater was ſo univerſally diſliked, that 


not a man would hazard his own ſafety, by 
. communicating ſuch intelligence as might 


ky 


have enabled him to elude the effects of 
the king's diſpleaſure. LES 
EN ee 


; Ant ipater * to Sebate. 
0 Hero 


dence be- 
tween Herod 


but ſaid that all: diſputes would 


1 a circumſtance that 
neſs, though not on account of any affecti- 


Ge, 


might prov 


Being admitted 
in council at Feruſalem, be 1s 
a accuſed of 2 and murder. He is or- 
diered into cuſtody. An account Anti- 
pater conduct tranſmitted to Rome. 
A Ntipater wrote to the king intimating 
that he was on the point of adjuſting 
his buſineſs at Rome, and making 
rations for his return, Herod ſent him, b 
way of anſwer, a complaiſant and artful 
letter, adviſing him to make what expedi- 
tion he could towards home, leſt, during 
his abſence; any thing ſhould happen that 
I S i to him. This 
letter contained not a ſingle word that might 
tend to make him uneaſy, other than a few | 
refleQions on the conduct of his mother; 
be eafily | 
adjuſted on his arrival. © 
While he was in Cilicia, Antipater re- 
ceived his father's: letter, and on his arrival 
at Tarentum other letters were delivered 
to him, mentioning the death of Pheroras ; 
gave him great uneaſi- 


_— 


on he had entertained for. the deceaſed, but 
becauſe the project ſor poiſoning the king 
had failed. Arriving at Celendris, a city 
in Cilicia, the upbraidings of his conſcienee 


— 


prepa- || fty, talents, and preſented him with three 


hundred talents for defraying the expences of 


| by having exhibited falſe accuſations againſt 


| 


verſation with them, he depart: d to prepare 
for his trial. | 


. On the following day a numerous coun- 
cil aſſembled, of which Herod and Varus 
were the preſidents. Salome and many other 
witneſſes appeared in court, there being among 
them Kveral of the domeſtics of the mother 
of Antipater, lately apprehended, on whom 
were found letters to inform Antipater that 
the king had made a ſull diſcovery of his 
proceedings, and adviſing him not to re- 
turn, but rather to apply for the clemenc 
and protection of Cæſar. | 
Among other acts of munificence to Anti- 
pater the king informed the court that he 
ad ſettled upon him an annual revenue of 


- 
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his late Journey to Rome: but notwith- 
ſtanding he was admitted to a ſhare in the 
honour and powers of royalty, he had at- 
tempted impiouſly to ſeize by violence the 
crown, which would have deſcended to him 
of courſe; and his guilt was ſtill aggravated 


his brothers, of whom he was to be con- 
ſidered the murderer. While the king was 
ſpeaking, he was ſo affected as to be incap- 
able of continuing his diſcourſe and there- 
fore he requeſted his friend Nicolaus to pro- 
ceed in the cauſe, and examine the witneſſes. 

Antipater interrupted the proceedings to- Antipate! . 
wards his conviction, by addreſſing these fi 
court in juſtification of his conduct. He 


ſaid; it was improble that he, who had given 
ſuch ſignal proof: of loyalty, ſhould diſgrace 
his character by the crimes imputed to him. 
in reward of his ſervices, he ſaid, the king 
had ſecured his. ſucceſſion to the throne; . 


and the dread of . 


him to heſitate whether he ſhould -proce 


| and 
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and as he was honoured with the executive 

wers of government, he could not form 
a wiſh that he had not ample means of 
gratifying. He avowed himſelf acceſſary 
to the fate of his brothers, declaring that 
ſo far from regretting his conduct towards 
them, he ſhould ever reflect upon it with 
ſatisfackion, ſince it afforded an indiſputable 
proof of his inviolable affection for and duty 
towards his father. He ſaid, that his ene- 
mies, taking advantage of his abſence, had 
propagated reports to his prejudice, which 
would got have been re7arded had he been 
preſent to vindicate his o 1arafter. Towards 
the concluſion of his ipcech, he animad- 
verted on the abſurdity of examining people 
by means of torture, which was as likely 
to extort falichood as truth; for as the 
pains were continued till confeſſion was 
made, it was in the power of the tormentor 
to make the ſuffering party declare what- 
ever he thought proper. Antipater's ad- 
dreſs had a powerful effect upon the audi- 
tors, and even Herod was obſerved to com- 
paſſionate his ſituation, though he uſed his 
_ utmoſt enceavours for concealing the emo- 
tions of his mind. | | 

After Antipater had delivered his defence 
io. the witneſſes were examined, and then Ni- 
colaus recapitulated the evidence that had 
been produced. He then | proceeded to 
mention the king's bountiful temper, his 
care and tenderneſs in the education of his 
children, and how ill he had been 
With regard to Alexander and Ariſtobulus, 
he faid, that though they were not influ- 
enced by miotives of intereſt, they were 
actuated by ambition, and impelled by the 
ardour of youth, and the heat of blood; it 
was therefore the leſs to be wondered at, 
if the evil advice and example of bad 
company had ſeduced them to a departure 
from the ſtri& line of their duty: but with 
reſpect to the conduct of Antipater, he ſaid 


that it was worſe than brutal; for that 


beaſts, even of the moſt ferocious kinds, 
entertained a ſort of natural gratitude to 
thoſe who fed and protected them: whereas 
the young man in ion was ſo far from 
being influenced by the kindneſs and indulg- 
ence of a tender parent, that even the un- 
fortunate examples that had been made of 


his brothers, could not deter him from 


copying their vices ; but, on the contrary, 
he . the cruelty, 


( 


uited. || 


— m 
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reſpected his own honour, to vindiette the 


vg _ the inſults and 1 that had 
offered him, by adjudging the priſoner 
to death, e 16 Ne lets inſtituted 
for the general tranquillity, ſafety and wel- 
fare of ſociety. E n 
Nicolaus next adverted to ſome idle words 
which, in a diſpoſition to talk at random, 
had fallen from the mother of Antipater, 
with regard to prognoſtics and wizards that 
had been conſulted, and ſacrifices that had 
been offered, reſpecting the life of the kin 
and the knowledge of who was to facceed 
to thecrown. He then mentioned ſeveral 
circumſtances relative to the debauched life 
which Antipater had lived in the family of 
Pheroras ; his drunkenneſs, and his immo- 
derate attachment to women. Many par- 
ticulars were urged againſt the priſoner, 
every article of which was proved, ſome by 
voluntary evidence, ſome by extorted con- 
feſſion, and a third ſort on the recollection 
[of the accuſing parties, who thought it 
their duty to ſtand forth on this occaſion ; 
and this ſort of evidence was deemed of the 
moſt credible kind. Every circumſtance 
now tended to the conviction of Antipater ; 
and thoſe who ſpoxe with freedom on this 
occaſion, who, while he was in power, did 
not dare to utter their ſentiments. In a 
word, being univerſally deteſted by the 
people, they were free to reveal every ill 
The ſituation of Antipater was now 
wretched beyond deſcription : but the hor- 
rors of his mind aggravated every other 
calamity ; ſince, he had not only the 
murder of the brothers to anſwer for, but 
the malice and rancour that had prevailed 
through the family, and the treaſonable 
plot he had ſuggeſted. His intereſt ſeemed 
to direct all his actions, whether of friend- 
ſhip or enmity, ſo that through the whole 
courſe of his life he was never known to 
gain or. to loſe a friend, but from motives 
that were ſelfiſh in the higheſt degree : 
and this contractedneſs of ſentiment was 
ſo well known, that he ſeemed to be op- 
poſed by eyery honeſt man, as if it had 
been a matter of the moſt abſolute impoſ- 
fibility for virtue and Antipater to exiſt 
together. This reſentment” was carried to 
ſuch a height, that as ſoon as'it was known 
that his friends at court had abandoned 
his intereſt, and that he was left to the 


* 


63 


and exemplary wickedneſs of his conduct. 
Nicolaus addreſſed a pathetic ſpeech to An- 
tpater, enumerating and remarking upon 


bypoeriſy, whereby he had involved a great 
number of people of both ſexes in the moſt 
deplorable calamities: and he then W 
to Varus, the judge, adjuring him by the 


| 


common courſe of juſtice, public infor ma- 
tions were brought againſt him in great 
numbers, every one exclaiming that ven- 


his enormous villainies and conſummate geance ought to take place: nor was it 
ily, neceſſary, in this caſe, to ſuborn witnelles, 


ſince,” on the one hand, they could receive 
no advantage by flattering the court, nor, 


lon the other, did they expoſe themſelves 


to danger by a (uppreflion of the truth. 


 Ugujty of the Roman empire, and as he 


| 
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Antipater's 
hypocriſy. 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


| 


From all parts was intelligence brought of 
the vileneſs of the conduct of Antipater, 
who was repreſented as a villain whoſe 
death was not ſo neceſſary through the 
ſingle view of preſerving the life of his 
father, as for the ſake of mankind in general, 
fince ſo infamous a wretch ought not to 
exiſt in the world. Great numbers came 


voluntarily to give evidence againſt him, 


and brought ſuch clear and convincing 
roofs of his guilt, that, notwithſtanding 
bis unuſual ſhare of effrontery, he found 
it impoſſible to make any reaſonable de- 
fence. 
No ſooner had Nicolaus ended his ſpeech, 
than Antipater was informed by Varus, 


that if he had any thing to urge in his 


favour, the court was ready to hear him, 
and that Herod and himſelf would be 
happy beyond deſcription to find him in- 
nocent. Immediately on this, Aatipate:r 


threw himſelf on the ground, and uttered 


art the ſearcher of hearts; and I moſt 


guiſhed ſignal from Heaven, that may be 
deemed a proof of the purity of my con- 


this ſhort exclamation : * Thou, O Lord, 


humbly implore thee to teſtify my inno- 
cence with regard to any intention of evil 
to my father, by exhibiting ſome diſtin- 


duct.“ | 


Thas it is with men abandoned to wick» 


edneſs and hardened in guilt: they firſt 


| prave by their behaviour that they have loſt 


| by a_ courſe of impiety, they are brought 


atheiſt, Ae of that power and pro- 
C 


was the fate of Antipater to be oppreſſed by 
the weight of juſt vengeance: then indeed, 


An experi- 


ment made of ſhould be 


the poiſon 
upon a man 


death. 


all fear of God, and then renounce or af- 
front him by their hypocriſy yet, When 


[Book y 
which the court aroſe ; and, on the fol 
lowing day, Varus departed to Antioch, 
the place where he generally lived, it ag 
ing the. common reſidence of the kings of 
Syria. | 

A conſultation reſpecting the Paſt pro- 
ceedings being held between Herod ang,,.. | 
Varus, Antipater was committed to prima 
ion, whoſe fate was undetermineg . per. 
but it was generally imagined, tha: the 
advice of Varus influenced the conduct of 
the king. Not long after Antipater's con. 
finement, Herod diſpatched a meſſenger to 
Cæſar, with a verbal hiſtory of the trial 
and a written account of the caſe and evi. 
dence againſt. the delinquent, 


* 


It happened at this juncture that letters 
from Antiphilius, then in Egypt, directed 
to Antipater, were intercepted, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was as follows: Here. 
with I tranſmit to you a letter mention. 
ed to have been written by Ach. 
me, ard you are not unacquainted with 
the danger I encounter in ſo doing, as ] 
may be left to the mercy of two powerful 
families, both of which are my inveterate 
focs, and therefore be cautious leſt any ac- 


into danger, they ſtill preſume to call upon 
the name of God, appeal to his righteous de- 
terminations, and make pretenſions of the 

oſt perfect obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
his divine. will. Having lived the life of an 


8 


* . 
. 


vidence Which dixected all around him, it 


when the laws had condemned, when 
friends failed him, and when no human aid 
was left, he pretended to caſt himſelf on the 
power and pops of that God, who, ac- 
cording to. his inſinuations, had ſpared him 
to preſerve and protect the life af his father. 
Fg arus, findin that he could obtain no 
direct anſwer. to his queſtions, but. that An- 
tipater made perpetual invocations and ap- 


mode of proceeding there would be no end 


cident ſhould happen.” Nothing farther 
appeared in the letters; but Herod was 
extremely at. a loſs for the letter written 
by Achme ; and gave orders for the ſtricteſt 
ſearch and enquiry to be made after it; 
but-after much trouble, no ſuch letter was 
to be found; and the ſervant who brought 
the diſpatches from Antiphilius being exa- 
mined, denied any knowledge of ſuch letter 
Desen grout 9595 e 
At length, a friend of the king happened 
to ſee a ſeam in the under coat of the meſ- 
ſenger, who wore two garments, on which 


* 


wit 


jecture happened to be well founded, for 
in this place the letter was diſcovered. It 
was to this effect: Achme to Antipater, 
Agreeable to your direction, I have writ- 
ten to your father, and have encloſed a forged 
copy of a letter, appearing to be a letter of 
Salome to my miſtreſs, the empreſs, and 

[ have no doubt but that when Herod comes 
to ſee it he will confider and treat her as a 
taitreſs.“ To Ss, 


Now the letter which appeared as if writ- 


er IN ten by Salome, was of the contrivance and 
peals to Heaven, conceived that by this 


| 


management of Antipater, who had affix- 
ed her name to it; but it was afterwards 


to the buſineſs in hand: Mherefore he gave 
orders that the poiſon intended for Herod 
b brought out, and ſome proof 
made of its efficacy. It was produced, and 
ſentenced to given to a man under ſentence of. death, 
WhO immediately A » fell a ſacrifice; to its 


power,, This experiment being made, there 
ſeemed to remain no farther - doubt: on 
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copied by Achme, who wrote to the effect 
ollo wing. Achme to king Herod. From 
a ſincere and ardent deſire I have to do you 


ſetvice, by making you acquainted with 


very thiug that may cohoern your perſonal 
lafety, I bave capied, and here with ſend 
you, a letter to your-prejudice Which I found 
ö empreſs my 
* mif⸗ 


as Written by Salome to the 


__ 
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he imagined that poſſibly the letter might ache n 
be encloſed within that ieam: and this con- acconplice 


ander. 


. 


miſtreſs, requeſting her permiſſion, that ſhe 
may be married to Syllæus. I beg that 


this letter may be deſtroyed, ſince the dil: | 
covery that I had written it would endanger | 


my life. | 

The above-mentioned letter from Achme 
to Antipater, ſeemed to reveal the whole 
contrivance, by ſhewing that ſhe acted un- 


BY FAN US, SAU 17 -: 
|j yenty: years of 12 made his will, where- 


| by he appointed his youngeſt on us ſyc- 


ceſſor, and bequcathed a thouſand talents to 


vided between his Wives, his. children, 
| friends, and freemen ;. and in acknowledg- 
ment of the affection of bis ſiſtet Salome, 


der his immediate direction, in the letter ſhe 
wrote to Herod, and in ſending a copy of 
the ſuppoſed forged letter from Salome to 


her miſtreſs, intimating that there was a Knowledge, and their fh 


plot to his prejudice. Achme was by birth 
ſeweſs; ſhe lived in the ſervice of Julia, the 
wife of Cæſar, and was bribed to adhere 
to the intereſt of Antipater, and to aſſiſt 
him in his contrivances againſt both his 
aunt and his father. 


The diſcovery of the abominable iniqui- 


ties of Antipater ſo exaſperated Herod, 
that it was with difficulty he was able to 
reſtrain himſelf from giving orders for his 


immediate execution; and to induce him They faid, the factions that had pre- 


to this act, Salome beat her breaſts, and 
with other violent attitudes ſolemnly pro- 
teſted herſelf innocent, declaring that ſhe 
would be ready to ſubmit without com- 
plaint to the moſt tormenting death, if a 
fingle act of diſloyalty could be proved a- 
gainſt her. | | 

Herod now ſent for Antipater and com- 
manded him to ſay whether he had any 
| thing to offer in his own vindication, The 


he left her very conſiderable poſſi | 

5 hs very. | Ae po oſſigus. | 
Judas, the fon of Sariphæus, and Mat- 

thias, the ſon of Margolathus,, men high] 

celebrated for their 2 4. learning pe 


: 


eill in the practic: 
of the law, being informed 1 he The 
was not likely to recover, they addreſſed 
the young people whoſe edugatiqn they 
were appointed to ſuperintend, ; recom- 
mending them to deſtroy the works which 
Herod had erected, in-defiance of the an- 
cient laws of the country, aſſuring them, 
that if they proved themſelves reſolute 
champions in the cauſe of truth, they 
would infallibly meet with ample reward. 


vailed in the royal family, and the deſpe- 


rate condition of the king's health, were 


Judgments from Heaven, in conſequence 
of the innovations he had committed. A- 
mon 
mentioned the dedication of a golden eagle 
placed over the portal of the temple, ad- 
viſing their diſciples to take that figure 
down, as being a diſplay of magnificence 


culprit remaining ſilent for ſome time, and law. 


appearing to be in great confuſion, Herod 


again defired him to offer any thing that 
might look like an excuſe, or at leaſt to 
name who were his accomplices. Here- 
upon he heſitated a while, and then named 
Antiphilius, but ſaid no more. Herod con- 
ceived that there was ſo much inſult in 
this trifling kind of behaviour, that he was 
debating whether he ſhould not ſend him 
to Rome to take his trial before Czſar : 
but on farther reflection, he was apprehend- 
five, either that the priſoner might be reſ- 


cued in the *courſe of his journey, or be ac- 


quitted on his arrival at Rome: on which 
account he remanded him to priſon : but 
he drew up a ſtate of the caſe, and tranſmit- 
ted it by his ambaſſadors to the emperor 
with the copies of letters that had been 
iven in evidence; and, in particular, he 
ſent an account how far Achme had been 
concerned in the buſineſs, 
. CH AP. VIII. 
Fudas and Matthias exclaim againſt the 
golden eagle. They are taken priſoners, 
and fent to Jericho. Yozar ſucceeds 
Matthias. The leaders of an inſurrection 
burnt alive. 
EING ſeized with an alarming ill- 
LD neſs, Herod, who was now near ſe- 


king was dead, the young men haſtened to 
the temple, and pulled down the eagle, 
which they deſtroyed with axes and other 


TT 


inſtruments, in fight of a vaſt number of 


ſpectators. Upon being informed of this 


diſturbance, the commander in chief of 


Herod's army aſſembled a body of troops, 


and with little difficulty diſperſed the mul- 


titude : but Judas and Matthias, and about 
forty of their adherents dildained to fly, 
and being taken priſoners, were conducted 
into the preſence of the king, who de- 
manded of them. the cauſe of the outrage 
they had committed. They faid, that 
ſince they had acted in conformity with the 


laws of the Almighty, they were not to be 


conſidered in a cruninal point of view: but 
yet if they were to be deemed guilty for 
having aſſerted the cauſe of righteouſnels, 
they were ready to ſubmit to death or any 
other puniſhment. | 
The priſoners being ſent in bonds to 
Jericho, a numerous afſembly of the Jews 
was held there, when Herod, who, being 
much indiſpoſed, was carried into the 
council-room in a chair, ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing effect: You are ſenſible that I 
have conſulted the public welfare with 
$4 © un- 


Czlar, agd five. hundred 190 to be. di- 


g other inſtances of impiety, they 


in direct contradiction to the Jewiſh 


A rumour being propagated that the Herod's gol. 
den eagle 
deſtroyed. 


\ 
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Unfemitting attention; yqu Know that rj 


an immenſe charge, I have reconſtructed 
the temple, for the accommodation of the 
people: a work which in the ſpace of an 
hundred and twenty five years, the whole 
race of the Aſmonzan family were unable 
to accompliſh. You are apprized that l 
did not only rebuild this fabric, but en- 
dowed it, and enriched it with ornaments, 
and preſented it with ample donations, 
correſpondent with the magnificence of 
the work: yet at length, when I conceived 
that, after my deceaſe, my memory would 
have been preſerved by the diſtinguiſhed 
ſplendor of my works, and that the good 
offices I have done would have perpetuated 
my glory, I am inſulted while living ; for 
benefits conferred, indignities are offered : 
the people are witneſſes of the affronts 


given to me at noon day: the gifts and 


ornaments I have beſtowed on the temple 
are torn from thence ; and facrilege is the 


conſequence of a pre-determined malice ;| 


but it is not to me ſo much as to God, 
that the affront is offered.” | 
The principal people of the council de- 


clared themſelves innocent of the fact com- 


plained of, and that according to their fen-! 
timents, the rioters merited the ſcvereſt 
puniſhment. This declaration was very 


pleaſing to the king, who deprived Matthias 


of the office of high-prieſt, preſuming that 
he was concerned 1n the tumult and beftow- 
ed it on his brother-in-law Jozar. While 
the above-named Matthias exerciſed the 


pontifical office, it happened on the night 


. P 
The leaders mould be burnt alive, together with all his 


aflociates. This ſentence was executed, and 
the ſame night the moon was eclipſed. 
Herod's ſufferings were now dreadfully 


of the ſedi · 
tion burnt 
alive. 


parched him to ſuch an exceſſive degree that 


ny weigh.s, fix grains, three fourths; and its value in 


receeding a day appointed for faſting, that 
he dreant he ſlept with his wife; by which 
circumſtance he became unqualified for 


the diſcharge of his duty the next day, and 
therefore his near relation Joſeph, the ſon 
of Elemus, was commiſſioned to ſupply his 
place for that day. Herod having deprived 


Matthias of the office of high-prieſt, iſſued 
orders that the other Matthias, the princi- 
al in the late tumultuous proceedings, 


increaſed. He had an inward fever, which 


1 


it ſeemed as if his inſide was burning, his 


appetite was voracious as that of a dog; he 


was tormented with a cholic, and ulcers in 
the bowels ; his feet and groin were ſwelled, 


with tumors; his ſecret parts were filled with 
worms, and in a ſtate of putrefaction; he 


had a peſtilential and painful tentigo, with 
cramps, contractions of the nerves, and an 


aſthma; in a word, ſo extraordinary were 


* An Hebrew drachma was of the ſame weight with 
the Grecian and the Roman, and weighed two pen- 


The king croſſed the river Jordan, in 


OF ThE Jews, gk oi 

bis Aiffdrings, that men of feill, phitofoghy; 
ang n 1 8 in the opinion that 
he was viſited by the immediate hand of 
God. Yet though his päins were as ſebete 
as his diſorder was hopeleſs of cure, he a; 
himſelf the only perſon tar deſpaited of 


a TECOvery. ü 


order to make uſe of Mirko of Callir- 
rhoe: the waters whereof take a courſe to- 
wards the lake of Aſphaltitis. Theſe wa. 
ters are of a powerful minetal quality, and 
of a very agrecable taſte. While he was at 
the baths, his phyſicians ordered him to he 
placed up to the chin in oil; and durin 
the operation, he was ſeized with a faint. 
ing fit, which occaſioned his attendants 
to ſuppoſe he was dead, but he was revived 
by the ſound of their lamentations. 
Herod now began to ſuppoſe that he had 
flattered himſelf with the hope of a longer 
life than was reaſonably to be expected. 
Hereupon, he ordered fifty drachmas * he 
given to each of his ſoldiers, and confider- 
able fums to be diſtributed among his 
officers and friends,  _ gn, 
"Returning to Jericho, Herod determined Herbs 
to conclude his life with an act more hor. *-"" WY 
rid than perhaps ever entered the imagin= "i 
ation of another man. He iſſued an order 
for all the principal Jews of the country to 


| I have conferred upon you, I truſt that you 
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attend him at Jericho, on the penalty of 
ſuffering death; and when they were aſ- 
| ſembled, he cauſed them all to be confined 
in the circus, or tilt-yard, without any 
enquiry being thade as to their guilt or in- 
nocence. He then ſent for his ſiſter Salome 
and her huſband Alexas, and told them that 
he was convinced the time of his death 
was near, and it would give him concern to 
to ſuppoſe that he ſhould be denied the 
funeral honours uſually paid to ſovereign 
princes. He ſaid he was conſcious that 
he was deteſted by the Jews in general, and 
that they would rejoice upon hearing of his 
death. I mean, faid the king, that my 

death ſhall be celebrated with a peculiar 

pomp of ſorrow; and in return for the favours 


* — 
* 
= 


will be careful the commands I am about 
to deliver be carried into execution. When 
[ ſhall' be breathleſs, I enjoin you to cauſe 
the circus to be ſurrounded with ſoldiers, 
and that upon the word of command be- 
ing given, every man in the place be put to 
death; and I farther charge you to couceal 
the knowledge of my death from the pub- 
lic till the maſſacre ſhall be compleated. 
He adjured Salome and Alexas, by all the 
lacred ties of friendſhip, mutual confidence, 
and conſanguiĩnity, to be punctual and faith- 


—— 


filver amounted to ſixpence three farthings and 


—— — 


three eighths: fifty therefore muſt amount to about 
one pound nine ſhillings of our money. p 
ul 


ted to their care; and they ſolemnly pro- 
miſed him an unreſerved obedience to all 
his commands. | 

I am aware that ſome perſons; on recol- 
jection of the horrid barbarities of Herod 
to his neareſt relations in former inſtances, 
will be of opinion that the ſteps taken ma 
be in ſome meaſure juſtified by the Ges 
ſity of his being cruel in his own defence, 
to prevent the ill effects of their mutual 
jealouſies and competitions: but this laſt 
act brands him with the indelible infamy of 
being one of the moſt abominable monſters 
of barbarity that ever diſgraced human na- 
ture. When he found his life advancing haſtily 
to a period, he left orders to doom others 
to deſtruction, taking effectual care that the 
whole nation ſhould mourn for him, fince, 
in obedience to his commands, it muſt hap- 
pen that at leaſt one in each family would 
fall a ſacrifice to his ſhockingly barbarous 
command. 


CHAP. 1X. 
Herod attempts to deſtroy himſelf. Antipater 
ordered to be put to death. 


H I L E Herod was delivering his 
cruel commands to Salome and A- 
lexas, his ambaſſadors arrived from Rome, 
with an anſwer to the letters they carried 
to Cæſar, the purport of which was that 
Achme had been put to death by the order 
of Cæſar, for having held a correſpondence 
with Aatipater, but that the emperor left 
the death or baniſhment, or other puniſh- 
ment of Antipater to the diſcretion of the 
king his father. Herod ſeemed to be great- 
ly pleaſed at the conſideration that Achme 
had received condign puniſhment, and 
much gratified by the permiſſiom to act as 
he thought proper with his ſon. But the 
pains of his illneſs ſoon encreaſed to a great 
degree; and in a fit of hunger, he aſked for 
a knife and an apple, it being his common 
cuſtom to pare his own apples, and eat them 
by degrees, as his inclination demanded 
them. He was no ſooner ſupplied with'the 
knife, than he was obſerved to look about 
him, as if he entertained an idea of ſtabbing 
himſelf; but being attentively watched by 
his nephew Ahiab, he was prevented from 
p-rpetrating the deed, juſt as he bad lifted 
his right hand to make the ſtroke ; Ahiab 
ſeizing it, and making a loud exclamation. 
This alarm threw the court a. ſecond time 
into confuſion, and it was again ſuppoſed 
that the king was dead. 5 
HBelieving his father to be no more, An- 
tipater flattered himſelf that he ſhould not 
only obtain his liberty, but alſo gain 


ſeſſion of the throne. He applied to the 
keeper of the priſon, promiſing, on condi- 
tion of his rele aſement, amply to reward 


poſ- 


B Y FLAVTVS JoSEPMVUE: 7 
ful in the diſcharge of what he had commit- ö 


coin, gold and ſilver to a great amount, 


—— 


* 


when he ſhould ſucceed to the government. 
But the man rejected his overtures, of 
which he gave immediate information to 
the king, who was ſo violently exaſperated, 
that notwithſtanding he was then in [the 
agonies of death, he furiouſly (ſtarted! up, 
and with the utmoſt bitterneſs: of lahgu- 
age and vehemence of action, ordered One pater to be 
of his guards inſtantly to put Antipater Pat to death. 
to death; and that his body ſhould be pri- 
vately buried in the caſtle of Hyrcania 


, e e 
Herod appoints Archelans his ſucceſſor. The 
Jews aiſcharged from the circus. © Arche- 
laus acknowledged king, but declines. to 
ume the title of royalty, till Herou's\will 
rs ratified by Caeſar. 18700 eu 
| made a new will, and thereby 
appointed Archelaus his ſucceſſor. in 


the government, and conſtituted Antipas, 
who by the former teſtament was declared 


|by the Romans, BE * 
Sufficient proofs haye been already given His cha- 
of the inexorable cruelty of Herod's diſ- er. 

poſition?- He was a ſlave to the n 


advanced to a throne. 


his heir to the throne, tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea. He bequeathed to his ſon 
Philip, the brother-in-law of Archelaus, 
the provinces of Trachon, Gaulon, Batanea 


To his ſiſter Salome he gave Jamnia, 


thouſand pieces of coined money. He 
ave to Cæſar ten millions of pieces of 


and a large aſſortment of rich furniture. 
He left five millions in coin to the em- 
preſs Juliaz and he gave legacies in coin 


after he had executed the will, Herod 
expired, five days after the death of Anti- 
pater, thirty four years after the expulſion 
of Antigonus, and in the thirty-leventh 
year after being declared king of the Jews 


turbulent paſſions : and though arbitrary 
and tyrannical, he was, in general, ſucceſs- 
ful in his undertakings. From the condition 
of a private man, it was his fortune to be 
| | He encountered 
and ſubdued many and great difficulties, 


land lived to an advanced age. I. cannot 


but conſider him as exceedingly unhappy, 
on account of the contentions and diſturb- 


but he thought himſelf not ſo, as he ge- 
nerally ſucceeded in his undertakings, and 
often in deſpite of very powerful oppoſi- 
tion. | 5 | 

Before making the death of Herod pub- 
lic, Salome and Alexas went to the jews 
confined in the circus; telling them, in the 
name of the king, that they were at li- 


him at preſent, and to give him preferment | 


berty to depart, and purſue their lawful 
© occu- 


and Panias, under the title of a tetrarchy. 


ances continually prevailing in his family. 


ary 


The king ; 
orders Anti- 


Azotus and Phaſaelis, together with fifty 5 4 


and lands to his different relations. Soon Herod dies. 
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occupations, fince there was no longer a 


neceſſity for detaining them. The libera- 
tion of theſe leading men among the Jews 
was a circumſtance highly ſatis factory to 
the whole nation of that people. | 

It being 
the king's death public, the troops were or- 
dered to aſſemble at the amphitheatre at 
Jericho, where Herod's letters to the army 
were read. Theſe contained the moſt li- 
beral acknowledgments of the zeal and 
fidelity of their paſt ſervices, and they were 
requeſted to continue the ſame affectionate 


now deemed proper to make 


[Book | 
congratulations and gooJ wiſhes of the pub. 
lic. Theſe he anſwered in the maſt affable 
and reſpectful manner, faying that he decem. 
ed it a proof, after the ill treatment they 


had received from his father, of their gteat 


good- will, that they received him fo fa. 
vourably ; aſſuring them that he would 
never forget this inſtance of their friend. 
ſhip. But he declined to aſſume the title 
of king, until his tather's will had been ta- 
tified by Cæſar, ſaying he was reſtrained by 
the ſame conſideration, when the army urged 
him at Jericho to take that character upon 


obedience to Archelaus, who was now ap- 
inted to ſucceed to the throne. This be- 
ing done, Ptolemy, the keeper of the king's 
ſeal, read the will of Herod, in which was 
this particular clauſe, * That the will it- 
ſelf was not to be allowed valid or of force 
till it had received the ſanction of Cæſar's 
approbation.“ As ſoon as the will was read, 
the people ſhoured, with loud acclamations 
of © God fave king Archelaus!” the of- ity to ; 
ficers and ſoldiers uniting in wiſhing him a 2 ſolicited a remiſſion of taxes, ſome 
happy reign, and promiſing that the ſame pleaded for a reſtoration of liberty in behalf 
degree of duty and fidelity which had been of ſuck of their friends as were impriſon- 
paid to his predeceſſor, ſhould be continued ed by command of the late King, and Others 
to the new king. were urgent for a diminution of the duties 
The orderof Archelaus undertook the management upon various articles of the neceſſaries of 
Herod's fu- of the funeral ſolemnity, on which occaſion | life that were brought to the public mar- 
— he reſolved to attend in the character of Kets for ſale; and in order to preſerve the 
the chief mourner. The body was placed public tr anquillity, Archelaus gratified them 
on a litter adorned with gold, and embel- In all their deſires. 
liſhed with precious ſtones of great value: CHAP. XI. 


it was covered with purple, and on the N 

head was a diadem, over which was a An alarming tumult, in which a number 9 

crown of gold, and in the right hand was he troops of Archelaus are deſtroyed. Ar. 

a ſceptre. By the fide of the corpſe march- chelaus diſperſes tb mſurgents with great 

ed the ſons and relations of Herod : theſe laughter. Archelaus departs for Rome. 
Antipas claims a right to the Riman 


were followed by numbers of ſoldiers in 
crown. Archelaus accuſed of uſurpation 


different diviſions ; the royal guards going 
firſt ; next to them the troops of Thrace;| and tyranny : but he is favourably treated 
by Ceſar. g 


then the Germans; after them the Galati- || 

ans; all of them dreſſed and armed as if T this time, a formidable body of 

going to battle. Theſe were followed by the Jews, combined in an alarming 

the reſt of the army, each diviſion com- and dangerous faction, holding private 
meetings for the purpoſe of concerting 


manded by its proper officers ; and five 
hundred domeſtics of the court, carrying || ſchemes for oppoſing and embarraſſing the 
meaſures of government. After ſome con- 


ſpices and perfumes, brought up the rear. 
ſideration, they could not fix on any more 


In this funeral pomp they proceeded to 
Herodium, eight furlongs * diſtant from | proper ſubject of complaint, than the affair 
of Matthias and his companions, whom 


' Jeruſalem, where the body was interred, 
according to former orders given for that Herod. had executed for deſtroying the 
purpoſe. wav golden eagle. While the king lived they 
rchelaus having, agr eeable to the cuſ- were afraid to make any open attempt to vin- 
dicate the honour of the reformers, or to 


tom of the country, devoted ſeven days to 
the celebration of the funeral rites of his juſtify their conduct: but now he was 
dead, they were outrageous in their in- 


father, and the cuſtomary term of mourn- 
ing being ended, he entertained the people || vetives, and clamourous in their abuſe, Stag, 
loading his memory with every opprobri-\,.ycush 


aſſembled on the occaſion, and then de- 
parted to the temple; where being ſeated|| ous epithet. They would frequently aſ- Hero's n 
ſemble in the moſt tumultuous manner, 


upon a throne of gold, he received the 


* Among the ancients cight furlongs made one of 
their miles, which, according to the tranſlators of 


himſelf; adding that when his claim ſhould 
be admitted by the emperor, the buſineſs 
of his life ſhould be to conſult the public 
welfare, and reign over the nation in a more 
gentle and] fatisfactory manner than his 
father had done. 

The modeſty and affability of Archelaus 
greatly prepoſſeſſed the people in bis fa- 
vour; and they determined to put his li- 
berality to the trial. Some of them there- 


— 


Calmet, exceeded one of our miles twelve geometrial 
paces. | 


de- 
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demanding that Archelaus ſhould give them 
ſatisfaction by a rigorous execution of 


juſtice on thoſe friends of Herod who were 


moſt inſtrumental in procuring the death of 
the reformers ; as if the dead could be be- 
nefited by priniſhing the living : and they 
particularly required that the high-prieſt 
whom Herod had promoted, ſhould be re- 
moved, and ſome man of character be ad- 
vanced in his ſtead. 

Archelaus was far from being pleaſed 
with this peremptory behaviour : but as he 
was on the point of departing to Czar, for 
the ratification of his power, and inſtruc- 
tions for his conduct, he thought it prudent 
to accommodate matters on the beſt terms 
poſſible ; wherefore he ſent a principal of- 
ficer to try what effect a moderate conduct 
and reaſonable arguments might have on 
the people; who addreſſed them as follows: 

« This is certainly an improper time to 
think of revengeful meaſures. The per 
ſons who were puniſhed were lawfully con- 
victed; and your iaterpoſition in the pre- 
ſent manner is an aſſumption of power to 
which you have no right. You will do 
well to reflect that Archelaus is now on the 


point of his departure for Rome ; and on 


his return with a ratification of his commiſ- 
fion, there is no doubt but that every griev- 
ance will be redreſſed: in the interim it is 
requiſite that you ſhould live in peace and 
friendſhip with each other, and not incur 
the penalties of ſeditious practices.“ 

So violent an oppoſition was made to this 
ſpeech, and it was followed by ſuch outrage- 
ous exclamations, that the man who ſhould 


| have attempted to quell the tumult, would 


have done it at the hazard of his life. The 
multitude ſaid that they had the law in 
their own hands, and as Herod was dead, 
they would be revenged for the deſtruction 
of thoſe friends whom he had aſſaſſinated. 
In the interim, the king and ſeveral of his 
friends exerted their utmoſt endeavours for 
appeaſing the paſſions of the mal-contents : 
but lenient meaſures inſtead of having that 
effect, ſerved but more outrageouſly to in- 
flame them; and had their numbers been 
proportioned to their determined ſpirit, a 


_ rebellion would have aſſuredly taken place. 


The feaſt of the paſſover, or of unleaven- 
ed bread, a feſtival inſtituted in comemo- 
ration of the deliverance of the Jews from 


the land of Egypt, being at this time near, 


great numbers of Jews, as uſual on that 
occaſion, came to Jeruſalem, in order to 
offer up ſacrifices. A number of factious 
Jews now crowdcd into the temple, and de- 
clared they would not quit the building, al- 
though they ſhould have no other means of 
preferving their lives than by begging for 
food. Their motive for ſtationing them- 
ſelves in the temple was to inſtigate the 


BY FLAVIUS JoOSrRPHUS: 


[populace to avenge the loſs of theit᷑ two fa« 
vourite teachers Judas and Matthias. To 
quell the tumult, which now began to wear 
a threatening aſpect, Archelaus diſpatched 
an officer with a party of guards, ordering 
that if any diſturbance ſhould be made, the 
ring-leacers ſhould be ſeized, in order to 
be puniſhed; as an example to their aſ- 
ſociates. | et A 


them all, except the officer and a few 
wounded men, who were fortunate enough 
to eſcape. Hereupon, Archelaus ſent his 
whole army againtt the inſurgents, 


ful that they received no reinforcements, 


ſhould refiſt or attempt to eſcape. This 
body of horſe killed three thouſand of the 
mal-contents, and the ſurvivors fled for 
ſhelter to the neighbouring mountains. Af. 
ter this a proclamation was iſſued tor the 
people to return peaceably to their ſeveral 
habitations: and, notwithſtandv'g their 


þ 


former boaſtings, they judged it prudent to 
retire from the feſtival; in order to eſcape 
the danger with which they were threat- 
ened. 


Peace being reſtored, Archelaus depart- 


his family to his brother Philip. Salome and 


vernment : but their real motive was to do 
him injury ; for they had previouſly come to 
a reſolution of exhibiting an accuſation a- 
gainſt him on the ſubject of the late oc- 
currences at the temple. 


Czſarea, they met Sabinus, the procurator 
of Czlar in Syria, who was travelling to- 
wards Judea, to take poſſeſſion of the 
money left by Herod ; but he declin- 


an invitation given him by Ptolemy, by the 
command of Archelaus. Sabinus therefore 
neither gave himſelf any concern in regard 
to the forts of Judea, nor ſealed up the 
treaſure they contained, bur left all mat- 
ters under the controul of Archelaus, till the 
determination of Czſar ſhould be known. 
Soon after this, when Archelaus had 
embarked for Rome, and Varus ſet out on 
his journey towards Antioch, Sabinus pro- 
ceeded immediately to Jeruſalem, where 
he took up his reſidence in the palace, and 
1 having 


and to put every man to the ſword who 


ed for Rome, accompanied by his mother, 
together with Nicolaus and many other 
| friends, leaving the care of his kingdom and 


her family and a number of the other Re- 
lations of Archelaus went to Rome, under 
the pretence of uniting their intereſts for 
procuring him to be confirmed in the go- 


Upon the arrival of the company at 


ed purſuing his journey, when Varus in- 
formed him, that he was himſelf going 
upon the ſame buſineſs, in conſequence of 
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Upon the appearance of the ſoldiers, the 1 | 
factious rabble furiouſly aſſaulted them detagen the, 


. g ace 
with ſtones and other weapons, and killed 8 


7 ree thou» 
f 3 f com- {and Jews 
manding his cavalry to be particularly care- flain, 
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having ſent orders for the king's officers, | 
civil and military, to attend him, he de- 
manded their keys and their books: but 
they told him that, by the command of 
Archelaus, all was made ſecure, for the 
uſe and emolument of Cæſar, and every 
article was to remain in the ſtate they re- 
ceived it till Archelaus ſhould return. 
About this time, Antipas, another of the 


claims aright ſons of Herod, ſet out on a voyage to 


to the 


vernment, 


YO. 


_ Herod's former will. 


Rome, in hope of obtaining poſleflion of 
the kingdom for himſelf. Salome exerted 
her influence to perſuade him to this mea- 
ſure, pretending that he had a prior right to 
the government, ariſing from the tenor of 
Antipas took with 
him in this expedition, his mother, and 
Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus ; a man 
who had been, for a long time, the inti- 
mate friend of Herod, and was particularly 
attached to his party. But the perſon who, 
above all others, encouraged Antipas to 
this ambitious purſuit, and who had the 
greateſt degree of intereſt with him, was 
1 a man famous for the arts of per- 
ſuaſion, who had been greatly concerned 
in the king's buſineſs, and for a long pe- 
riod of time. Other perſons were not 
wanting in their advice to the prince, de- 
firing him to recolle& that Archelaus, as 
his elder brother, had the right of ſeniori- 


ty, excluſive of that which had been con- 


ferred on him by the will of his deceaſed 
father: but the arguments of Ireneus, 
added to the impulſe of his own ambi- 
tion, bore down all other conſiderations, 
and determined him to proceed to Rome. 
When he arrived at that city, his relati- 
ons univerſally joined his intereſt ; not 


out of any particular regard they had for 


him, but for an averſion they entertained 
for Archelaus : though in fact, what they 
principally wiſhed was the poſſcſſion of 
their liberties under a Roman government: 


they ſhould be more agreeably governed 
by Antipas than Archelaus, and for this 
reaſon they employed their intereſt for the 
former. 56 
By this time an information againſt Ar- 
chelaus had been preſented to Cæſar by 
Sabinus; and hereupon Archelaus com- 
miſſioned Ptolemy to preſent the emperor 
with a memorial of what he had to urge 
in his own favour. This memorial con- 
tained the foundation of his claim; the 
heads of his father's will; and an account 


of what caſh he had left behind him; and 


with it was ſent the ring with which the 
money was ſealed up : Archelaus referring 
himſelf, on the whole, to the good plea- 
fure -of the- emperor. Having read the 


papers, Cæſar determined to give audience 
to the competitors for the crown, and for 


1 


ſpects in the aſſumed character of a ſove- 


\ 


| 


that purpoſe, ſummoned a council, or 


nounced decrees in the courts of Juſtice, 


(cient to prove that he would make a moſt 
lexecrable king. For the truth of what he 
at any rate, however, they conceived that 
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which Caius, the ſon of Agrippa, whom 
Czlar had adopted, was appointed the pre- 
dent. 
Antipater, the ſon of Salome, was the 4 } 
firſt that ſpoke in the council: he ſaid, that cur." 
, S Atel 
Archelaus had exerciſed an abſolute ang l. 
arbitrary power, without having applied 
for the emperor's ratification of his claim, 
He then acculed Archelaus with having oc- 
caſioned the maſſacre of a great number 
of Jews, on one of their ſolemn feſtivals: 
with changing the officers of the army ; 
with receiving and giving anſwers to pub— 
lic addrefles and petitions ; with diſcharg— 
ing from the circus the perſons confine 
by the order of Herod ;' with having pro- 


and with having acted in many other re. 


reign prince, without authority from the 
emperor, Antipater allo declared, that on 
the very night ſuccerding that of his father's 
death, Archelaus gave a ſumptuous public 
entertainment, and revelled in unbounded 
luxury and riot. He theu expatiated on the 
maſſacre committed in the temple, the 
guilt of which deed, he 1aid, was aggra- 
vated by the ſacrednels of the place, where 
citizens and ſtrangers were indiſcriminately 
ſacrificed to brutal rage and cruelty, the 
holy place being prophaned with human 
blood, and filled with the carcaſſes of the 
miſerable victims. He urged, that while 
Herod was in poſſeſſion of his reaſon, he 
entertained not the moſt diſtant idea of 
making Archelaus his heir: but on the 
contrary, had appointed Antipas his ſuc- 
ceſſor, when his health and mental powers 
were wholly unimpaired ; adding that the 
crimes committed by Archelaus, while in 
the capacity of a private man, were ſufli- 


advanced, Antipater appealed to ſeveral 
relations who were preſent. 

Nicolaus argue d in defence of Arche- # 
laus, ſaying there was de poſſibility of ap- jen; A 
peaſing the tumult in the temple, but by lu. Þ 
putting the rioters to death upon the ſpot ; 
and that though the affront might appear 
to be offered to Archelaus, it was, in fact, 
a moſt daring inſult to the authority of 
Ceſar. Second wills, like ſecond thoughts, 
he ſaid, were generally the beſt. As one 
[proof that the deceaſed king was not in 2 
diſordered ſtate of mind when he made the 
will in favour of Archelaus, he obſctved, 
that the teſtator had ſubmitted the validity 
of the inſtrument to the determination of 
Ceſar, to whole impartial authority he 
now appealed for juſtice in the caſe of a 
faithful friend and ally. 


When Nicolaus had concluded, 8 
: 4 28S 
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4nd laus caſt himſelf at the feet of Cæſar, who 
„immediately raiſed him from the ground, 
faying, with an air of peculiar kindneſs, 
that he had approved himſelf worthy of a 
throne. This expreſſion was interpreted 
into an avowal that his claim to the ſove- 
reignty would be ratified. Cæſar now diſ- 
miſſed the aſſembly, ſaying he would con- 
ſider as to the propriety of appointing 
Archelaus to reign alone, or of dividing 
the government among the different bran- 
ches of Herod's family. 


CHAP. XII. 


Malthace, the mother of Archelaus, dies. 
A. ſedition in Feruſalem. The Fews annoy 
the Romans from « the galleries of the tem- 
ple, which are ſet on fire. The temple plun- 
dered. Several rebellions. Simon claims a 
right to the crown. Athronges does the 
fame. Varus marches to the relief of Judea. 
Two thouſand Fews ſlain. A great number 
of Fews made priſoners. Cafar gives au- 


dence to the Fews mn the temple Apollo. 


| royal | 
had encloſed the Romans, between them, 


[furniſhed no ſmall degree of ſurprize to 
| Sabinus, who perceiving that there was no 
| doubt but that they were reſolutely deter- 


S JOSEPHUS. 


their troops into three diviſions, one of; 
which took poſſeſſion of the circus ; the 
ſecond placed themſelves on the, north-eaſt 
fide of the temple; and the third took 
their ſtation in the weſt, adjacent to the 
palace. Being thus fituated, they 


and began to make 
attack. 


This intrepid behaviour of the people 


preparations for the 


mined either on death or conqueſt, he in. 
ſtantly diſpatched meſſengers to Varus for 
reinforcements, urging that if the expected 
relief was not immediately fent, the legion 
that he had left in the city would be infal- 
libly deſtroyed. | | 

In the interim Sabinus, aſcended to the 
top of a high turret, a part of the caſtle of 
Phaſael, which was built in honour of the 
brother of Herod, who was killed in bat- 
tle by the Parthians. From this place he 
made ſignals with his hand, that the Ro- 
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mans ſhould fally forth, and make an at- 


mother of Archelaus, was ſeized with a fit 
of illneſs, which deprived her of life. A- 
bout this time intelligence arrived from 
Varus, the governor of Syria, that the 
-Jews, who from the time of the departure 
of Archelaus, had been exceedingly, diſ- 
poſed to acts of mutiny, had lately revolt- 
ed: but that Varus, by ſuddenly at- 
tacking them with his troops, before they 
had time to aflemble in very great numbers, 
had the happineſs to ſuppreſs the (edition ; 
and having puniſhed the principal mu- 
tineers in an exemplary manner, he return- 
6d to Antioch, leaving at Jeruſalem only 
one legion, to prevent tarther commotions. 

It appears, however that this proviſion 
was inſufficient for the purpoſe : for no 


the deputy-governor in. Syria for Ceſar, 
thinking 
ment would enable him to be at leaſt on e- 
qual terms with the multitude, determined 
to turn his arms againſt the Jews. Thus 
reſolved, he repeatedly harraſſed and annoy- 
ed them, attacking their forts and caſtles, 
and, under pretence of rendering ſervice to 
the public, making a general ſearch for 
concealed treaſure. His real motive how- 
ever, was to enrich himſelf by ſeizing all 
the treaſure he could diſcover. 
On the approach of the feaſt of the pal. 
ſover, many thouſands of Jews, from all 
parts of the country, repaired to eruſalem, 
tome in order to pay religious adoration, 
and others to gratify their ſpirit of revenge, 
by puniſhing Sabinus in the moſt exemplary: 


remained unſettled, Malthace, and 


tack upon the Jews, ſuppoſing that other 
people would venture their lives in the ſup- 
port of his cruel and rapacious proceedings, 


fooner had Varus departed, than Sabinus, | 


the above-mentioned reinforce- 


while he had not reſolution himſelf to pat- 
ticipate in the common dapger. 8 
The Romans, however, obeyed his or- 
ders, and an obſtinate conflict enſued. 
Though great numbers of the Jews fell, 
the ſurvivors were by no means diſmayed ; Nen and 
and they at length took poſſeſſion of ſome the Jews and 
of the outward galleries of the temple, from of tbe latter” 
whence they aſlaulted the Romans with ber are de- 
continual ſhowers of darts, arrows, and ſtroyed. 
ttones, while the latter were incapable of 
giving theg any annoyance. At length, 
the RomanFlet fire to the galleries, which 
| being of wood, the flames ſpread with 
great rapidity, and ſoon communicated to 
the roof. The pitch, wax, and oil uſed 
in the parts that were gilt, ſerved to in- 
creaſe the violence of the flames, and in- 
(tant deſtruction threatened the Jews on 
every fide ; ſome of them met their fate b 
the fall of the buildings ; urged by deſpair, 
ſome ruſhed into the fire; many fell upon 
the points of their ſwords; and thoſe who 
cooker to conceal themſelves were put to 
death by the ſoldiers. Upon the whole, 
of the Jews who had taken poſſeſſion of 
the galleries, not a man eſcaped. 'The 
fire having abated, the Romans made their 
way over the ruins to that part of the tem- 
ple where the holy treaſure was depofited, 
of which the ſoldiers embezzled a confider- 
able part; and Sabinus pretended that not 
more than four hundred talents of the booty 
had been delivered to him. | 4 
The fituation of the Jews was now truly 


A conteſt 


4 


manner. Being aſſembled, they prey 


| miſerable 


mer revolted to the Romans : but the 
Jews, notwithſtanding - theſe diſcouraging 
circumſtances, puriued their operations with 
unremitting ardour and activity : they mined 
the walls, and threatened the enemy with 
deſtruction, yet adviſed them to depart, 
while they could do it with ſafety ; nor run 
the riſk of driving to deſperation a people 
who were reſolved, whatever might be the 
conſequence, to maintain their liberties 
inviolate, and to preſerve thoſe laws and 
rights ſacred which their anceſtors - had 
tranimitted as their inheritance. Sabinus 
ſeemed nor ill-diſpoſed to compliance, but 
he was afraid to truſt to the promiſes of 
the Jews, from a conſciouſneſs how ill he 
had deſerved at their hands : beſides, he 
thought that the terms which were offered 
him were too advantageous to be ratificd : 
and for theſe reaſons he reſolved to attempt 


the maintainance of his preſent poſt, in the 


hope that Varus might tend him aſſiſtance 


before he ſhould be compelled to abandon 


It. | | 
While affairs at Jeruſalem were thus ſitu- 
ated, many other inſurreEtiggs took place 
in different parts of Judea and the adjacent 
countries, partly ariſing from motives. of 
revenge, and partly from a view to advan- 


tage. On this occaſion, a number of the 
forces which Herod had diſbanded, a- 


mounting to about two thouſand, aſſem- 
bled in a body, under the command of 


Ahiab, a nephew of Herod, with a reſo- 
lution to attack a party of the troops of 


Afrchelaus: but Ahiab, not inſenſible that 


KM 
2 
3 
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miſerable; for great numbers of them had adherents to take arms, and made an jj. 
loſt their deareſt friends and relations, and|| curſion into the king's country, where he 
the whole nation bitterly lamented the ſa-4| made ſeizure of the magazines and military 
crilegious plunder of the holy temple. But|| ſtores, took poſſeſſion of the money belong. 
a numerous body of Jews aſſembled, and|| ing to the king; rendered himſelf an object 
having ſurrounded the palace, threatene«i|| of terror to the inhabitants ;-ravaged and 
to ſet it on fire, and deſtroy thole that ſhould deſtroyed the country wherever he came, 
attempt to eſcape, if the place was not in- and at length aſpired even to the regal po. 
ſtantly ſurrendered ; promiſing at the ſame || vernment : this, however he did not by the 
time indemnity to Sabinus and his adhe- || uſual arts of ingratiating himſelf with the 
rents, on condition of their immediate re- | people, or by giving any proof of his at. 
tiring. | tachment to the laws of honour, but þ 
Rufus and Rufus and Gratus with three thouſand] the wanton perpetration of every miſchicf 
yo $2 of Herod's troops, and a party of cavalry that lay within his power: 
Romans. under the immediate command of the for] During the confuſion occaſioned by this. 


ſtate of publie affairs, there came into no-1 
tice one Simon, heretofore a ſervant of 
king Herod, who was remarkably diſtin. 
guiſhed by his uncommon ſtrengtb, the 
height of his ſtature, and the ſingular grace 
and comelineſs of his perſon: The vanit 
and impudence of this man impelled hin 
to aſpire to the crown. He procured a 
number of guards to attend him, and was 
every where received as a prince, by the 
undiſcerning multitude, who faluted him 
with exclamations of God ſave the king l 
In fact, he confidered himſelf as the moſt 


fit perſon in the world to be advanced to 
regal dignity. F 

This man pillaged and burnt the. palace 
at Jericho, as well as ſeveral other of the 
king's houſes; permitting his ſoldiers to 
make booty of whatever property they found 
therein; and but that they were timely 
ſuppreſſed, his depredations would have 
been carried to a (till further extent. 

Gratus, one of the king's captains, who 
was at that time aſſociated with the Romans, 
advancing with his troops againſt Simon, a 
moſt violent and obſtinate engagement hap- 
pened between them. The forces under 
the command of Simon, which came from 
the other fide of the river Jordan, exhibit- 
ing much greater ' proofs of courage than 
{kill in the action, were ſoon routed and cut 
in pieces: Simon, who attempted to make 
his eſcape over ſame difficult paſſes, was 
taken priſoner, on which Gratus gave or- 


ders ſor his being beheaded. | 


he Ccruying 


This rage for a new mode of govern-g. non 284 
ment was every were prevalent among the Ge 
common people. A licentious muitituae, nots%* 
unlike thoſe who followed the fortunes of 
Simon, burnt to the ground the royal palace 
of Amatha, adjoining to the river Jordan. 
T he people appeared to be univerſaliy inſpi- 
red with a violence of ſentiment that ap- 
proached even to madneſs; occaſioned prin- 
cipally by the abſence. of their king, who 
by the arguments of reaſon, and the en- 
forcements of law, might have kept them 
within the bounds of their duty. It is true 
m foreigners were brought in, to N 
\ them: 


thoſe he had to cope with were veteran 
ſoldiers, and men of approved valour, did 
all in his power to avoid coming to action, 
by retrcating to ſecure places, where it was 
not an eaſy matter to encounter him. 

Nor were theſe the only diſturbances 
that happened: for Judas, the fon ot Eze- 
kias, the famous robber that formerly gave 
ſo much trouble to Herod, occaſioned treſh 
ſcenes of confuſion. This Judas, having 
put himſelf at the head of a number of deſ- 
perate men, Whom he had raiſed at Sep- 
phoris, a city of Gallilee, he cauſed all his 


„ XII.] 


them: but ſo inſatiable was their avarice, 
and ſo unbounded their pride, that the peo- 
ple at large were only ſufferers by what was 
intended for their advantage. 
At this time there was a man named A- 
thronges, who was undiſtinguiſhed either 
by birth, virtue, or fortune, being a ſhep- 
herd of the loweſt rank; but he was re- 
markable! for the enormous ſize of his per- 
ſon, and the uncommon ſtrength of his 
limbs. Thus qualified, he ſought to ob- 
tain a ſhare in the government, and reſol- 
ved to riſk his life that he might acquire to 
himſelf the prerogative of doing as much 
miſchief as might be agreeable to his own 
inclination. 


able than himſelf for bulk and ſtature ;- and 
under the command of each of them was 
a number of ſoldiers, which they deemed 
an eſſential circumſtance towards obtain- 
ing the principal point they had in view. 
Great numbers of people flocked to the 
ſtandards of theſe five brothers : Athronges 
ſent out his four brethren on different par- 
ties, to act as deputies to him, white him- 
ſelf acted the part of a ſovereign, ſitting 
in council with 4 crown on his head, ma- 
king reſolutions, and aſſuing orders reſpect- 
ing affairs of ſtate. nee 96d e 
When the Romans or the king's ſoldiers 
became ſubject to the power of Athronges, 
he acted with the utmeft eruelty; for he 
was equally an enemy to them both: to the 
one party for the freedom they had taken 
during the time of Herod, and to the other 
bn aceount of injuries of a later date. A- 
nimoſities now grew daily to a greater 


height; one enormity made way for an- 


other; reſentment became more impla- 
cable; cruelties were committed for the 
ſake of cruelty, and the deſtruction made 
with the view to the obtaining of booty 
was ſo great, that no perſon could enjoy his 
dyn life in aft 

The partizans of Athronges, iſſuing from 


an ambuſh near Emmaus, attacked a Ro- 


man convoy bringing corn and arms to the 
camp, and killed on the ſpot Arius, the 
captain, with about forty of his troops, all 
men of diſtinguiſhed bravery; and it is 


223 that the reſt of the forces would 


have ſhared the ſame fate, if Gratus had 
not joined them with a party of ſoldiers, 


and relieved them juſt in the moment of 


danger: but they were obliged to leave 
their dead behind. The brothers of A- 
thronges and himſelf {till kept fighting for 
a conſiderable time, doing material injury 
to the Romans; but ſuſtaining much greater 
themſelves ; and in the end they were all 
taken priſoners in the following manner : 
one of them was made a captive in a battle 
with Gratus ; a ſecond by Ptolemy; Ar- 


Now Athronges had four 
brothers, neither of which was leſs remark - 
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| chelaus took the eldeſt into cuſtody } and 


the other two finding their caſe deſperate; 
that their men were wore out with toil and 
ſickneſs, and that they had no hope of re- 
dreſs, or proſpect of receiving recruits; 
ſurrendered to Archelaus, who pledged his 
honour, and took an vath for the perform- 
ance of certain ſtipulated conditions : but 
this happened a confiderable time after the 
ſurrender of the other brothers. | 
While things remained in this ſtate of 
licentious confuſion, every party of male- 
contents wiſhed to impoſe kings of their 
own choice on the ꝑublic; by which the 
government was greatly diſturbed, and the 
Jews, in particular, were perpetually divid- 
ing into freth factions. 20115 
The intelligence that Sabinus had con- 
veyed to Varus reſpecting the danger of his 
ſituation, made the latter extremely appre- 
henſive for the ſafety of the thitd legion, 
which was all the fore they had in Syria; 
wherefore he aſſembled the othgt two le- 
gions, with four troops of horſe, and the 
auxiliary forces of the king and the te- 
trarch, and proceeded immediately towards 
Judea, to give ſuecout to the beſieged, ap- 
pointing a rendezvous at Ptolemais; in his 
| way to which he took fifteen hundred men 
with him from Berytus. Excluſive of this 


who through a miſunderſtanding with He- 
rod had gòne over to the Romans): fur- 
niſhed him with a large body of cavalry and 


1 


— 


mand of part of the army to his ſon in 
conjunction with one of his particular 
friends, ditecting them io match into Ga- 
lilee, which is in the--neighbourhood of 


country, the ſon of Varus met with ſome 
oppoſition; but he was every where ſuc- 
etisful:; he took Sepphoris; ſold the in- 
habitants thereof as ſlaves by public auction, 
and teduced the city to aſhes. In the 


towards Samaria, but he did no injury to 
that city, as he knew the inhabitants were 


diſpoſed.! He now encainped in the vil- 
lage of Arus, which was the property of 
Pompey : but this village was burnt by 
the Arabians, who fought to do every in- 
jury to the friends of Herod, in deteſta« 
tion of the memory of that prince; The 
army proceeded 40 Sampho, but that place, 
though exceedingly well fortified; was ri- 
fled by Arabians, who afterwards ſet fire to 
it, and great ravages were committed, 
In reſentment of the ſlaughter committed 
upon his ſoldiers, Varus cauſed the city of 


,nhabitants had been permitted to quit the 
5 L FI pPlüwace. 


reinforcement, Aretas the Patrean (the ſame 


infantry. When all theſe forces met to- 
gether at Ptolemais, Varus deputed a com- 


Ptolemais. On this incurſion into the 


of a very peaceable diſpoſition and loyally 


Emmaus to be deſtroyed by fire, after the 


437 


Sepphoris 
8 burnt, and the 
mean time, Varus ptoceeded with his army 3 
ſlaves, 
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place. Proceeding from hence towards Je- 
ruſalem, his army was no ſooner in fight 
of that city, than the Jews who had. be- 
fieged the legion ſtationed there, abandon- 
ed their poſt, each man conſulting his own 
particular ſafety. - Varus leverely cenſured 
- the Jews of Jeruſalem on account of the 
late tranſactions: but in juſtification of 
themſelves they contended, that they had 
no concern in occaſioning the tumult, 
which had been fomented by ſtrangers, of 
whom great numbers were then reſident in 
the capital. To avoid falling into the 
power of Varus, S+binus privately quitted 
the city, and retired towards the ſea-coaſt. 
Varus now employed agents in different 
parts of the country. to learn who were the 
inſtigators of the late revolt, and a great 
number being proved guilty on the moſt 
indiſputable evidence, he cauſed about two 
Two thou. thouſand of them to be puniſhed with death 
fand Jews put by crucifixion. Varus now diſmiſſed the 
to death, 3 a | 
greater part of his army, by whom many 
acts of violence had been committed, very 
much againſt his inclination. But learn- 
ing ſome time after that ten thouſand Jews 
had aſſembl d, he ordered them to be at- 
tacked in their quarters; whereupon, with- 
out attempting oppoſition, they ſurrendered 
themſelves at diſcretion to Ahiab. Varus 
now pardoned the rioters, except the ring- 
leaders in the commotion, among whom 
were tome of the relations of Herod. Peace 
being re-ettabliſhed, Varus returned to An- 
tioch, leaving the legion ſtill in garriſon in 
Jeruſalem. Ls e eee 4 
The diſturbances at Jeruſalem were no 
ſooner quelled, than Archelaus had a new 


difficulty to encounter. Varus having con- 


ſented that the Jews ſhould apply to Cæſar 
for permiſſion to live agreeable to their own 
laws and cuſtoms, fifty of them were 


joined in a commiſſion for that purpoſe, 


and their demands were to be ſeconded by 

eight thouſand more. On this occaſion, 

Czfar gave orders that a number of his ſe- 

le& friends and ' ſeveral other perſons of 
eminence, ſhould attend him in the temple 

Czar gives him in the city. To this place the de- 
to the Jews puties repaired,' being followed by a great 
in the temple 


of Apollo, 1 K $A i 
Pond. friends likewiſe: attended. In this emer- 


gency the king's friends were at a loſs how to 
act; for having a ſtrong antipathy to An- 
tipater, they could not eſpouſe his cauſe, 
nor could they take part with the deputies, 
without giving the emperor: a convincing 
proof that' they were enemies to the prince 
to whom they were related. By the ad- 


in order to yield affiſtance to his brother 
: Archelans; for whom he entertained a great 
eſteemſ: and Philip conſideted that his 


of Apollo, a ſumptuous edifice erected by 


number of Jews; and Archelaus and his 


| | though not of king; but yet that he ſhould Cafes 
vice of Varus, Philip came from Rome, 


— 
4 > 


| own intereſt; was involved in the buſineſs 
now in agitation; for if the deputies ſhould 
ſucceed in their application, and the chil- 
dren of Herod be adjudged to ſhare: the 
government, a, portion thereof would of 
courſe de olve to him oh nn] 
Addreſſing themſelves to the empeęror, the The j. 
deputiesimploted that they might no longet Ade 
be jubject to a monarchical government; the — 
tyranny whereof they had found to be in- Yeni 
tolerable; and in confirmation of what | 
they advanced; they recounted the moſt 
particular acts of cruelty, rapinè and op- 
preſſion committed by * Id. They ſaid 
Archelaus had already given proofs of a 
diſpofition ; to follow the iniquitous ex- 
amples, of his deceaſed father; for he was 
no ſooner in the poſſeſſion of power, than 
he facrilegiouſly cauſed three thouſand 
people of his own tribe to be put to death 
in the temple. The deputies repreſented 
Archelaus as unworthy of the throne, ang 
concluded with a requeſt that the country 
inhabited by the people they were appointed 
to repreſent might be annexed to the juriſ- 
diction of Syria, and ruled by ſuch per- 
ſons as Cæſar might nominate, When it 
would appear, that they were a people 
not diſpoſed to acts of innovation, but, 
on the contrary, that their wiſh was to 
yield obedience to the authority of legal 


government. PETE: 


Nicolaus ſpoke in defence of Herod and 
Archelaus, obſetving that it was remark- 
able the płeſent complainants did not ſtate 
their grievances while the former was liv- 
ing ;. ſince, if they had done ſo, the em- 
peror would have afforded: them redreſs. 
He contended that the crime alledged was 
not imputable to Archelaus, whom abſo- 
lute neceſſity had compelled to an act of 
of ſeverity. The people employed by him 
to quell a.. popular tumult, being deſtroy- 
ed by the ſeditious multitude, to provide 
for the public ſafety, and vindicate the in- 
ſulted laws, he deemed it expedient to em- 
ploy an additional force; and by his pru- 
dent and ſpirited exertions, a dangerous 
inſurrection had been effectually appeaſed. 


Er 


„ M 1: | 
The, emperor's | generous diſpoſition of the 
government, and of the effects left by 
_ f-lerad. 8 | 5 & 
He, heard the arguments on both 
1 fides, Cæſar, after taking a few days 
for confideration, declared that Archelaus ; 
ſhould ſucceed to the half of Herod's do- 


minion, under the-title of an ethnarch, 


X 8 1 1 ble 
come into poſſeſſidn of the kingdom when vnete 


his merit ſhould entitle him to ſo honour-of dg. 
able a diſtinction. The other half of the verune 


ropeti) b 


kingdom was divided between the twoby Hewi 


ſons 


$\ Fig 


ſons of Herod, Philip and Antipas; the 
latter being the ſame who oppoſed Arche- 
laus with regard to the government of the 
whole. The ſhare allotted to Antipas was 
the country beyond Jordan, aud the 
diſtrict of Galilee, with an annual revenue 
of two hundred talents. To Philip was given 
a revenue of one hundred talents, with the 
lands of Batanea, Trachonitis, Auranitis, and 
part of the palace which bore the name of 
Zenodorus. To Archelaus were given the 
countries of Judea, Idumea and Samaria, 
to which laſt Ceſar remitted a fourth part 
of the duty cuſtomarily paid, on the' ac- 
count of the inhabitants having remained 
loyal, when thoſe of the other diſtricts re- 
pelled. The tower of Straton, with Se- 
-baſte; Joppa, and Jeruſalem, likewiſe came 
to his ſhare ; but the inhabitants of Gaza, 
Gadara, and Hippon, having conformed to 
the Grecian. mode of living, Cæſar had an- 
nexed them to Syria, and they were no 
longer conſidered as dependencies on the 
kingdom. On the whole, fix hundred tal- 
ents were deemed to be the revenue of 
Archelaus. SST e 

This was the adjuſtment of the patri- 
mony of the ſons of Herod. With regard 


to Salome, Cæſar granted her a palace in 
Aſcalon, within the dominions of Arche 


laus, excluſive of the cities of Jamnia, A- 
zotus, and Phaſaelis, which her brother 
had bequeathed to her by will, together 


with five hundred pieces of minted money; 
ſo that her whole revenue was eſtimated 


at ſix hundred talents annually. The reſt 
of the legacies which had been left to the 


relations of Herod, were likewiſe confirm- 


ed to them by Cæſar, agreeable to the 
tenor of his will. Excluſive of what Herod 
bad bequeathed to his two unmarried 
daughters, Cæſar made them a preſent of 
two hundred and fifty thouſand pieces of 
filver each, and cauſed marriages to take 
place between them, and the two ſons of 
Pheroras. But what diſtinguiſhed the con- 
duct of Cæſar for a generous magnificence 
beyond every other circumſtance, was the 
diviſion which he made of his own legacy 
among the ſons of Herod, of all which 
valuable bequeſt. he retained only a few 

pieces of plate, and theſe rather as a re- 
membrance of the giver, than from any o- 
ther conſideration. 


An impoſton aſſumes the character of Alex- 
ander. He is condemned to the gallies; 
aud his adviſer is puniſhed with death. 
NEW who had been educated at Si- 
don, with a freeman of- Rome, 
greatly reſembled the deceaſed Alexander, 


the ſon of Herod. He was accuſtomed to 
give intimations, that he was related to the 


| 
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royal family, and entertained hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding to the throne. In conjunction with 
one of his own tribe, who was a man well 
acquainted with the intrigues of court, it 
was agreed that he ſhould aſſume the name 
and character of Alexander; who, together 
with his brother Ariftobulus; had been 
ſtrangled by order of the late king. They 
indultriouſly propagated a ſtory, purport- 
ing that the perſon to whom the execution 
of the two princes had been intruſted, had 
ſubſtituted two other youths in their ſtead; 
uy that means preſerved both their 
ives. | | 

Going to the iſle of Crete, and from 
thence to Melos, the Jews in general gave 
tull credit to the impoſtor's ſtory, and 
were prevailed upon to advance him very 
conſiderable ſums of money. Priding him- 
ſelf in his imaginary conſequence, he pro- 
ceeded towards Rome, accompanied by a 
number of his adherents; and on his ar- 
rival at Puteoli, a great number of Jews re- 
ceived andacknowledged him as their king. 

The likeneſs between this man and the 
deceaſed prince was ſo extraordinary, that 
thoſe who had lived upon terms of the moſt 
intimate friendſhip with the latter, poſi- 
tively declared the former to be the identi- 
cal Alexander that was reported to have 
been put to death. 5 

Intelligence of this extraordinary affair 
being conveyed to Rome, all the Jews in 
that city came out to meet the ſuppoſed 
prince, offering praiſes and thankſgivings to 
Heaven, for that providence which they 
thought had decreed a deliverance ſo truly 
ſurpriſing. No expence was ſpared to ce- 
lebrate his arrival: he was carried in a lit- 
ter, with the ſtate and magnificence of a 
prince, and followed by immenſe crouds 
of people, who ſhouted for joy, and offered 
up their prayers and vows for his ſafety 
and proſperity, as is common in caſes of 
ſuch a nature: but theſe honours took their 
riſe chiefly from the reſpect they bore to 
Mariamne, his ſuppoſed mother. 

But the emperor could not be induced 
to give credit to the ſtory z and therefore 
diſpatched, one of his freemen, named Ce- 
ladus, to bring the ſuppoſed Alexander 
into his preſence. Notwithſtanding the 
likeneſs of the perſons, Cæſar obſerved a 
diſagreement in ſeveral circumſtances, par- 
ticularly noticing that the hands of the 
impoſtor were rendered callous by labour, 
and that his ſkin was coarſer than that of 
the generality of perſons bred in all the re- 
finements of courtly delicacy. The em- 
peror enquired of the youth what had be- 


that it was extraordinary they did not ap- 
pear together, and make a joint claim to 


the crown. To this the impoſtor replied, 
that 


Wis i. 


| 


come of his brother Ariſtobulus, obſerving cer de- 
te cts a Jewiſh 


impoſtor. 


— . ——— — va 


palace At a vaſt expence, the ethnarch rebuilt 
of Jericho re- 
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that Ariſtobulus remained at Cyprus, being| 


apprehenſive of danger on the voyage, and 
reflecting, that if both ſhould be loſt, the 
race of Mariamne would be extinct. 

The | pretended Alexander and his coa- 
jutor perfectly correſponded in their narra- 
tive: but Cæſar taking the former apart, 


admoniſhed him, at his peril to declare| 


who he was, and by whom he had been 
inſtigated to claim a right to the crown; 
adding, if he avowed the truth, his life 
ſhould be ſpared. = 
Being thus cloſely preſſed, and deſpairing 
to gain any advantage by evaſive practices, 
the youth acknowledged all the particulars 
of his ſtratagem, and that he had acted 
under the advice and direction of his ac- 
complice. Upon this, the emperor ſen- 
tenced his adviſer to be puniſhed with death, 
and condemned the impoſtor to the gallies. 
The folly and credulity of the Jews of 
Melos were ſufficiently puniſhed by the 
expence they had incurred in ſupporting the 
impoſition. 


CHAP. XV. 


Archelaus baniſhed, Dream expounded by 
Simon, an Efſene. The dream of Glaphyra 


reſpecting her firſt huſband. | 


IR Eine to Judea, Archelaus took 
| poſſeſſion of the ethnarchy ; and ſoon 
afterwards he deprived Joazar, the ſon of 
Boethus, of the office of high-prieſt, in 
conſequence of his being charged with 
ſeditious practices, and appointed his brother 
Eleazar to ſucceed him. 


the palace of Jericho ; and he conveyed 
one half of the fine ſtream, watering the 
village of Neara to a grove of palm trees 
lately planted in that neighbourhood. 
He built a new village, which he called 
Archelais, in imitation of his own name. 
Soon afterwards, in contempt of the laws 


the daughter of king Archelaus, and widow 
of his brother Alexander ; and by her he 
had ſeveral children. Eleazar held the 
office of high-prieſt but a ſhort time, he 
being depoſed, and that dignity transferred 
to Jeſus, the ſon of Sias. 

In the tenth year of the ethnarch's go- 
vernment, the principal Jews and Samari- 
tans united in complaining of his tyranni- 


—— 2 


ing the ethnarch at an entertainment with 


following effect: 


ferred that the reign of Archelaus was 


| | | | f 7 | 5 d 
of his country, he eſpouſed * Glaphyra, | ſhe had borne children to him, ſhe ha 


|phyra died a few days after having the 


(Boux y 
cal conduct to the emperor; who there. Arch. 
upon ſent for Archelaus, his agent at Oman 

Rome, and commanded: him to repair im- Wi 
mediately to, and bring the other Arche. peru, 
leaus into his preſence, without | honour. 
ing him with a letter to notify on What 
buſineſs his attendance was required. Find. 


his friends, the meſſenger ſhewed him the | 
emperor's order, and they departed toge- Ac, 
ther for Rome. On their arrival in that haucht, | 
capital, Cæſar heard the charge and de- 
fence; and then pronounced againſt Ar- TY 
chelaus ſentence of baniſhment to Vienne, 
a City in Gaul, together with confiſcation 
of all his effects. be) | 
A ſhort time before being ſent for to 
Rome, Archelaus had a dream, the ſub. 
ſtance of which was as follows: he ima. 
gined that he beheld ten cars of wheat; 
and ſome oxen deyouring them. His ming 
was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed by this dream; 
that when he awoke, he could not refrain 
from aſking the tneaning of it of ſome 
perſons ſkilled in the art of divination; 
The interpreters differing in opinion, Si- 
mon, an Eflene, obtained their conſent 
to give his explanation; which was to the 
« That dreaming of oxen, which are 
animals deſtined to {laviſh labour, implied 
miſery ; and hikewiſe a change of affairs, Sino en 
becauſe when the ground was turned up fun th 
the fituation and appearance of things gba 
were changed. He ſaid that the ten ears | 
of corn ſeemed to intimate an equal 
number of years, which revolve in a re- 
gular courſe ; and that it was to be in- 


drawing towards a concluſion.” Glaphyra 
had hkewiſe a remarkable dream, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was that ſhe ſaw her firſt 
huſband Alexander, who, as ſhe advanced 
to embrace him, retreated, and addreiled 
her in a ſtile of reproof, ſaying ſhe had 
verified the obſervation that no confidence 
was to be placed in women ; fince though 


contraſted two marriages fince his death, 
and. the laſt with his own brother; and 
adding, that he would deliver her from the 
ignominy of the laſt connection. Gla- 


above dream. Uk 

Cæſar annexed the lands that Archelaus 
had poſſeſſed to Syria, and commiſſioned 
Cyrenius, to tax the province, and diſ- 
poſe of the ethnarch's palace by ſale. 


o eſpouſe the widow of a brother, who had 
iſſue by the woman was expreſsly forbidden by the 


refuſed to eontract ſuch marriage was branded with 
public diſgrace and infamy. | 


Jewiſh law: but, on the contrary, the brother who 


þ 


00,0 


* CHAP 
Cyremius appointed governor of 


* N= emperor gave the govern- 

ment of Syria to Cyrenius, 
7 j | ? aconſul and ſenator of Rome; 
M G'S 


and upon his ſetting out to 
execute his commitſion, he 

was accompanied by Coponius, maſter of 

the horſe, in quality of governor of Judea; 

but that country being annexed: to Syria, 
Cyrenius was authoriſed to tax the people, 

and likewiſe to take poſſeſſion of the money 

and effects that had belonged to Archelaus. 

The mode of taxation adopted by Cy- 
renius for ſome time greatly diſſatisfied the 
Jews: but they were at length induced 

to ſubmit, partly by the advice, and partly 

by the authority of Joazar, the high-prieſt, 

&rible out- and ſon of Boethus. About this time, one 
ane Judas, a Gaulanite, of the city of Gamala, 
wg lber. began to diſtinguiſh himſelf. This man 
Y Poperty, combined with a Phariſee, named Saddu- 
ged. cus, to entice the people to revolt. They 
urged that the taxes were only badges of ſla- 

very; and that it would become the dig- 


nity of the whole people to unite in an aſ- | 
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Syria. Judas and Sadducus occaſion great outrages, 
The temple burnt. 


ſertion of their liberty : they ſaid that one 
fortunate and well-timed ſtroke would 
render them independent for ever; and 
would contribute no leſs to the ſecurity of 
their poſſeſſions than the advancement of 
their reputation. 

But few arguments were neceſſary to in- 


| duce the multitude to acts of violence; 


nor is it in the power of language to deſcribe 
the havock that was made in the country 
by theſe outrageous depredators : friends 

and enemies were robbed and murdered 


— — — 


without diſtinction; maſſacres and aſſaſſi- 
nations were dreadfully frequent; and theſe 
violences were committed under the pre- 
text of promoting the public welfare. 
While the people were embroiled in all 
the miſeries of civil hoſtility, they were 
likewiſe engaged in a foreign war, and had 

to encounter all the calamities of a ſevere 

and deſtructive famine. To aggravate their 
other misfortunes, a fire at lepgth ſeized The tewple 
the temple, and reduced that building to 


the ground. 
0" Judas 
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Judas and Sadduciis now determined to 


add a fourth ſect to the three already eſta- 


bliſhed ; and the multitude were fo addic- 
ted to innovations, that a vety numerous 


party abetted and encouraged them in this 
capricious deſign. Hence preſent difturb- 


ances were occaſioned; while a foundation | 


was laid for much future calamity. 


CHAP. . 


Account of the Phariſees, the Sadductes and 


E enes. 
i 
N ancient times there were three fa- 
mous ſeas among the Jews, namely 
the Phariſees, the Sadducees and the Eſ- 
ſenes, of each of which it may not be 
improper to ſpeak in this place, though a 


The- principles of the fourth 


further account of them will be found in 


Account of 


the Phariſees, 


Of the Sad - 
ducees. 


— 


the ſecond book of the wars of the Jews. 


and auſtere; they indulge not in luxury; 
they adhere to the dictates of reaſon, and 
preſume not to contradict their elders, to 
the authority of whoſe advicethey pay great 
deference. They hold that fate governs all 


things, but not ſo abſolutely as wholly to Peco 


deſtroy the operations of free will ; for 
they alledge, that though God orders and 
appoints all human actions, in matters that 


regard good and evil the will is not con- 


trouled. They believe in the immortality 
of the ſoul, and a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments. 
righteous will enjoy happineſs, and the 
wicked be condemned to endleſs torments, 
chains, and darkneſs. By the propaga- 


tion of theſe doctrines they have gained||P 


great reputation among the people, and 

all acts of devotion are regulated in pur- 

ſuance of their directions. | N 
On the other hand, the opinion of the 


Sadducees is, that the ſoul and body die at 


the ſame time; and that the only d 
people are under, is to obſerve the law : 


with theſe ſentiments, they pride themſelves 


Of the 
Eſſenes 0 


on a right they have to diſpute with their 
teachers on matters of the higheſt import- 
ance. There are but few of theſe people, 
but they are generally perſons of diſtinction. 
Now when theſe are advanced to bear pub- 
lic offices, they are compelled, though 
'againſt their ſentiments, openly to adopt the 
opinion of the Phariſees, or otherwiſe the 
common people would not permit them to 
hold their ſtations. | 
The Eſſenes ſay, that the world is ab- 
ſolutely governed by the providence of God 
without any other interference. 
knowledge the immortality of the ſoul, and 
ſay that juſtice is the chief of all virtues, 
which they aſſert by their practice as 
well as doctrine. They ſend gifts to the 
temple, but do not attend in perſon, as 


— —_— 
—— — 


The manners of the Phariſees are ſimple 


They ſay, that the 


They ac- 


| 


4 — 


change of good offices. 


: 


fourth ſe& of religion, which did not dif- 


they ſacrifice in a way peculiar to them- 
ſelves; and with a greater diſplay bf reli- 
gious ceremony. They are fingularly/ firict 
in their morals, rigid in converſation ; and 
huſbandry is the only buſineſs they follow. 
They are more diftinguiſhed for their love 
of juſtice than either the Greeks or Bar- 
barians : and boaſt of it as a virtue to 
which they have unceaſingly applied. 
They enjoy their effects in common, know- 
ing no ſuch thing as the diſtinction of 
rich and poor. They neither marry nor 
keep ſervants ; conſidering marriage as an 


encroachment on the natural rights of 


mankind ; and the other eircumſtance as 


attended with more trouble than conveni- 


ence z wherefore they rather incline to give 
aſſiſtance to each other, by a mutual inter- 
This 1s the mode 
of living among theſe people, who are 
deemed to be above four thouſand in num- 


ber. From among their prieſts they chuſe 


their treaſurers and commiſſaries, who are 
men of unſullied honour; and it is their bu- 
ſineſs to diſtribute the fruits of the earth 
ſufficient to feed and ſupport the whole 
le. On the whole, their living reſem- 
bles that of the Pliſti among the Dacians, 

Judas Gallileus was the founder of the 


fer in any great degree from that of the 
Phariſees ; except in their holding the max- 
im of uncontroulable liberty. They aſſert 
that there is no other Lord or ſuperior than 
God; and rather than call any man by the 
name of Maſter, they expoſe themſelves and 


their neareſt relations, to any degree of 


uniſhment, though ever ſo ſevere. But 
this fact is ſo well atteſted, and has been 
confirmed by ſuch repeated obſervation and 
experience, that it is unneceſſary to urge any 
thing in proof of it, 

The animoſities mentioned in the former 
chapter were greatly enflamed by the ty- 
rannical cruelties of Geſſius Florus, at that 
time governor of Judea; the conſequence 
of which was, that the people at length 
abſolutely revolted from the Romans. 


Gn 18h... | 
Foazar depoſed, and ſucceeded by Ananns. 
The temple profancd by the Samaritans. 
| Coponius ſucceeded by Marcus Ambivius. 
Salome dies. Rufus ſucceeds Ambivius. 
Auguſtus dies, and is ſucceeded by Nero. 
Several changes in the prieſthood. Phra- 
ates murdered, and an inſurrection enſues. 
Herod killed. Vonones conquers Arta- 
banus, who is routed in a ſubſequent battle. 
The death of Antiochus. US 
A GREEABLY with the orders he had 
received, Cyrenius ſold the forfeited 
effects of Archelaus, and adjuſted a mode 


of taxing the' people, in the thirty-ſeventh 
| year 
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year after Czſar's victory over Antony at mon, the ſon of Camith; who after en- 
che battle of Actium. The people were [|joying the dignity for about an equal time, 
do exceedingly clamourous againſt Joazar || was directed to reſign in favour of Joſeph, 
the high-prieſt, whom Cyrenius removed || furnamed Caiaphas. After having been 
{rom the pontificate, conferring that dignity || eleven years in poſſeſſion of the govern- 
upon Ananus, the fon of Seth. _ * [| ment, Gratus returned to Rome, and was 
Being ſettled in their reſpective tetrar- || ſucceeded by Pontius Pilate; 1 + 4 
chies, Herod and Philip put their affairs || Herod the tetrarch being highly in favour Herod bangs 
into the beſt poſſible ſtate of regulation, || with Nero, he built to his honour the city Tiberias. 
Herod fortified Sepphoris, encompaſſed it || of Tiberias, in the moſt commodious part 
with a wall, and made it the bulwark of || of Galilee, being near the hot baths of 
Galilee: He then fortified the town of || Emmaus, and on the borders of the lake 
Betaramphtha, and in honour of the em- |} of Genneſareth. This town was peopled 
preſs, changed the name of the place to partly by the natives of Galilee, and partly 
Julias. Philip enlarged and beautified by ſtrangers; ſome perſons being compel- 
Paleas, ſituated at the head of the Jordan, led to reſide there, and many families of 
and gave it the name of Cæſarea, and the diſtinction fixing upon that place of habi- 
village of Bethſaida, on the banks of the || tation by choice. Herod beſtowed conſi- 
lake of Geneſareth, he increaſed to the fize || drable privileges and immunities upon the 
of a capital city, giving it the name of Julias, || ſettlers in Tiberias: to ſome he gave houſes, 
in compliment to Julia, the emperor's and to others lands, that the violation of 
daughter. 3 5 the laws might be the leſs regarded: for 
During the government of Cyrenius, the || as the place was filled with ſepulchres, and 
temple of Jeruſalem was profaned by a polluted by dead bodies, the inhabitants were 
number of Samaritans. On the feaſt of || deemed unclean for ſeven days after their 
| the unleavened bread, or the paſchal feaſt, || -efidence there; and theſe inducements oc- 
it was cuſtomary for the prieſts to open the || aſioned a rapid increaſe of population. 
doors of the temple immediately after mid- || About this period Phraataces,* the ſon of 
night. A number of Samaritans having Phraates king of the Parihians treacherouſly phraates 
privately gained admittance into,Jeruſalem, murdered his father. Cæſar having ſent to murdered by 
the doors of the temple were no ſooner || Phraates a variety of preſents, among buen Phi. 
opened, than they ruſhed into the building, the reſt was an Italian woman, named ; 
and threw a great number of human bones || Thermuſa. Phraates took this woman to his 
about the galleries, and all other parts of || bed, and had by hera fon, to whom he gave 
the temple. In conſequence of this act the name of Phraataces. At length being 
of profanation, the prieſts ſtationed a enamoured of her beauty and converſation, 
ſtronger guard about the temple. - he married her, though he bad ſeveral le- 
as Soon afterwards Coponius returned to || gitimate children before. Thermuſa enter- 
Rome, being ſucceeded.in the government tained an idea of putting her ſon in ſuch a 
by Marcus Ambivius, during whoſe ad- ſituation that he ſhould ſtand a chance of 
miniſtration, Salome, the ſiſter of Herod, | becoming king of Parthia ; but ſhe was 
died. She bequeathed her toparchy to Ju- ¶ confcious that it could not be effected un- 
lia, together with the city of Jamnia, Pha- || leſs the legitimate ſons of Phraates were 
ſaelis upon the plain, and Archelaus, be- || removed. She theretore applied to her 
ſides ſeveral fine plantations of palm trees huſband on this ſubject, and he readily a- 
producing excellent fruit. | greed to yield to her requeſt; for ſhe was 
- Ambivius was ſucceeded by Annius Ru-||!o great a favourite, that he found it 
fus, in whoſe time died Auguſtus at the || impoſſible to refuſe any thing that ſhe 
age of ſeventy-ſeven years. He had ruled ||aſked. The young princes were there- 
the Commonwealth fifty-ſeven years, ſix || fore diſpatched to Rome as hoſtages, and 
months, and two days, of which time he Phraataces was educated at home, as heit- 
was an aſſociate with Antony in the go- || apparent to the throne. But be grew un- 
vernment for the ſpace of fourteen years. || ealy in this ſituation ; and being impatient. 
He was the ſecond of the Roman emperors || ro wait for the reverſion of a crown, which 
Tiberius Nero, the ſon of his wife L:via, || he thought he might have in poſſeſſion, he bi 
be. by a former huſband, ſucceeded Auguſtus. joined his mother in conſpiring the deſtruc- | il 
i Nero transferred the government of Judea|| of the king. This ſcheme was carried in- 
% from Annius Rufus to Valerius Gratus ; to execution; and ſuſpicions were entertain- 
and removing Ananus from the office 0;|| cd that Phraates maintained an inceſtuous 
high-prieit, appointed Iſmael, the ſon off| intercourſe with his mother. The known 
Fabius, his ſucceſſor. In a ſhort. time,|| murder and the ſuppoſed inceſt provoked the 
Iimael was depoſed, and the pontificate 1 Ne Hin 
conterred on Eleazar the ſon of Ananas for-|| pn: 8 Me” 
merly high-pric i. He was ſuczceded by Sl 3 in the verſion of Epiphanius Schola- 
| | mul 


% 
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multitude to an inſurrection, and Phraataces 
fell a victim to their rage. | 


* 
1 — 


he laſcivious conduct of Thermuſa 
deemed ſufficient to 


| wry e ſituation, he beſtowed upon hisOr 
ſon | 


[Boux Y 


rodes the kingdom of Armenia, kingg 
Upon the deceaſe of Antiochus, king ok 


being pollute the 

blood of Phraates, the | Parthian. nobility 

diſpatched ambaſſadors to invite Herod! to 

accept of their goverament. 

that Herod was of the royal line, but 
Herod killed his cruelties had rendered him ſuch an 
by covtpirz= object of abhorrence, that he was attacked 
ee and lain by a band of conſpirators: - 


The Parthians now diſpatched an em- 
baſſy ro Rome, to requeſt that one of their 
hoſtages might be appointed to fill the va- 
cancy in the government and Vonones being 

preferred to the brethren, a recommenda- 
tion was given him, wherein he was men- 
tioned as qualified to govern the two moſt 
conſiderable empires in the univerſe; name- 
ly, Rome and Parthia. However, the Par- 
thians, who were a people of a very un- 
ſettled diſpoſition, . ſoon repented their 
choice. 
hoſtae, they applied to him the epithet 
of a flave, who had been impoſed upon 
them as their ſovereign in conſequence of 
a diſgracetul peace. In ſhort, being de- 
termined to depoſe Vonones, they diſ- 
patched ambaſſadors to Artabanus, king 
of the Medes, to requeſt his aſſiſtance a- 
Vonones and gainſt their ſovereign ; and Artabanus 
Artabanus immediately marched a numerous army in- 
engage with . 
various ſue · tO Parthia. . 5 
ceſs, Vonones, the majority of whoſe ſubjects 
ſtil] preterved their loyalty, encountered 
Artabanus, and compelled him to retreat 
into Media. But upon the latter receiving 
conſiderable reinforcements, he attacked 
and compleatly routed Vonones, who with 
difficulty ſaved his life, by eſcaping to Se- 
leuſia, accompanied by a ſmall number of 
horſemen. Taking advantage of the con- 


fuſion of the enemy, Artabanus purſued | 


then 
to Ctefiphon, having 


them with great ſlaughter; and 
marched his army 


by the above exploit gained poſſeſſion of | 


the kingdom of Parthia. 
Vonones proceeded into Syria, with a 
view of ſubjecting that country to his do- 
minion, and diſpatched an embaſſy to ſo- 
licit the aſſiſtance of Cæſar in carrying his 


project into execution: but the emperor 


abſolutely refuſed to yield him ſuccour. 
This refuſal, added to the diſcovery that 
the principal people of Armenia, bordering 
upon Niphates, were ſtrongly attached to 
Artabanus, proved deſtructive to the hopes 
Vonones had fondly cheriſhed ; and after 
ſeriouſly deliberating upon his unfortunate 
ſituation, he ſurrendered himſelf to Syllanus 
governor of Syria, who, in conſideration of 
a former acquaintance with him at Rome, 
gave him an honourable reception. The 
affairs of Artabanes being now in a moſt 


On account of his having been a |] 


Comogena, a violent contention. aroſe be. 
tween the principal people and thoſe of 


| inferior rank; the latter being deſirous of 
It is true; | 


preſerving the monarchical form of go- 
vernment, and the former being as ſtrongl 
inclined to reduce the kingdom into the 
ſtate of a province. Hereupon the ſenate 
of Rome iflued a decree; that Germanicus 
ſhould depart into the eaſt country, to 
adjuſt the differences that had ariſen ; but 
Providence ordered that this circumſtance 
ſhould end in the ruin of this excellent 
prince; for after he, had compoſed the 
commotions in Syria, he fell a facrifice to 
poiſon, through the management of Piſo; 
as will be related in another part of this 
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Diſturbances relating to the flandard brought 
into Feruſalem. THE TESTIMONY oP 
JosEPHUs CONCERNING JESUS 


CHRIST. A woman named Ide concerts + 


a plot with the priejts of Iſis. By a flra- 
tagem Paulina is introduced to Mundus. 
Ide and the prieſts crucified, and the temple 
of Tjis deſtroyed, 


Body of troops having removed from su 
Cæſatrea, to take up their winter!" "i 
quarters in Jeruſatem, Plate, the governor in jug 


of Judea, cauſed them to bring a number 
of ſtandards into the city, on which were 
the image of Cæſar, in direct contradiction 
to the Jaws of the Jews, which expreſsly 
forbid the uſe of all fuch emblems and 
devices: and, for this reaſon, colours with 
pictures on them had never been brought 


into the city by any former governor. This 


general rule was firſt tranſgreſſed by Pi- 
late; and what added to the offence was, 
that they were brought into the city in the 
dead of the night, and there ſet up 
unknown to the inhabitants. In the morn- 
ing, when the citizens obſerved what had 
been done, they afſembled in great num- 
bers, and immediately went to Pilate at 
Czſarea, requeſting that the obnoxious 
images might be removed. They continu- 


ed ſeveral days, in the hope that Pilate 
| would comply with their requeſt ; but he 


was peremptory in his refuſal, pretending 
that ſuch a requeſt could not be complied 
with, as it would be an affront to the 
emperor, | A 

The Jews ſtill continued importunate in 
their demands; when, at length, on the ſe- 
venth day of their attendance, Pilate gave 
directions to a party of ſoldiers to provide 
themſelves with their arms, and take their 


ſation at an appointed place. This being 


done, 
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tiles, 
ſuffer uponthe croſs: but thoſe who original-|| 


done, he acended a tribun al, 
had ordered to be placed i in the circus; as a 
ſpot the moſt convenient from which to 
urprize the people. All this time the Jews 
thronged about him, urging bim to give 
an anſwer reſpecting the buſineſs that ſo 
greatly agitated their minds. Hereupon 
Pilate ordered his ſoldiers to cut the throats 
all the Jews who fhould not inſtantly de- 
part. The people proſtrated themſelves up- 
on the earth, and ſtretched out their necks, | 
thereby intimating that they would rather 
yield up their lives than tranſgreſs the las of 
their country. This fortitude had ſuch an 
effect upon Pilate, that he cauſed the images 
to be taken down and coriveyed back to 
Cæſaria. Having formed the deſign of re- 

moving an aqueduct to jeruſalem from a ſpot 
at the diſtance of two hundred furlongs, he 
demarided money trom the royal trealury, 
for deiraying the expence of the under- 
taking. This fo incenſed the people, that 


ſeveral thouſands of them aſſembled, ima- 


gining that their clamourous proceedings 
might induce Pilate to relinquiſh bis pro- 
ject. Among the complainants were many 
who applied to him the moſt inſulting and 
op-robrions epithets. Provoked by this 
circumſtance, Pilate ordered a party of 
ſoldiers to diſguiſe themſelves as huſband- 
men, and, with bludgeons concealed under 
their garments, to ſurround the multitude. 
The abulive language being renewed, Pi- 
late ordered the ſoldiers to attack the 
eople, great numbers of whom being kil- 
iy or wounded, the reſt diſperſed, and the 
tumult was appealed. _ 


At this time, a perſon add Jeſus at- 


tracted univerſal notice; he was a man of 


conſummate wiſdom, Fit be not improper 
4% call bim a man. 
diſtinguiſhed for his extraordinary power 
of working miracles ; and thoſe who were 
anxious in the diſcovery of truth reſorted to 
him in vaſt. numbers, both of eus and Gen- 
Pontius Pilate delivered him up 


ly adhered to him, diſdained to abandon his 
cauſe, when he was under adverſity. A- 
N to the predictions of ſeveral cele- 


rated prophets, He was ſeen alive on the 


third day after his crucifixion. He per- 


formed many marvellous acts; and at this 
day there is a numerous fe& of people 


called Chriſtians, who acknowledge him 


as their chief. ö 
Decius Mundus, a young and agreeable 


uns zug Roman knight becoming deſperately en- 
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in her hands: but cg on the eite 


reverence aulina entertained- for rhe 2 
deſs Iſis, f e deviſed the following bn. 
trivance: " Hvinig aſſembled a nur xr of 


the 'prigfts of Iſis, ſhe ſwore! then td keep 

inviolable ſecret whit the had to reveal 7 
and the better to inſure their compliance, 
ſhe gave them twenty-five thbuſan 1 
mas, and promiſed them the fame ju 

when the buſineſs fhould bé comÞleat- - 
ed: this being à prevailing argument, ſhe 
related to them the circumſtances of 
the affair, and warmly ſolicited their in- 


He was eminently} 


to | 


terference; to introduce Mundus to the 
company of Paulina. The temptation 
was ſo great, that theprieſts had not power 
to reſiſt it, and promiſed their beſt aſſiſtance; 
in purſuance of which, the eldeſt of them 
immediately went to Paulina, and having 
demanded a private audience, informed her 
that he waited upon her with a "meſſage e 
from the god Anubis, who was violently 

enamoured of her, and could not refrain 
from requeſting that ſhe would pay him a 
viſit. Paulina made the prieſt extremely 


welcome; and was ſo delighted with the 
the idea of the great honour that was to 
be conferred on her, that ſhe could not 
help mentioning to the ladies of her ac- 
quaintance the fingular regard that was en- 
tertained for her by the god Anubis. She 
recounted the circumſtance: to Saturt inus 
her huſband, told him that an appointment 
was already made, that ſhe ſhould eat and 
ſleep with the god. The huſband, having 
experienced the moſt indubitable proofs, of 
the virtue of his wife, was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied that the promiſed honour ſhould be 
conferred. upon her. 

At the time appointed, Paulina 3 
to the temple, and having ſpped. there, 
at the uſual hour of going to repo ſe, one 
of the prieſts locked her in an, ere. 
where Mundus paſſed the nig ht wit her, 
while ſhe imagined herſelf 1 with 
the embraces of the god Anubis. Early 
in the morning, Mundus quitted the temple 
as preſently after Paulina, who related what 
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Three days after this advent re, 
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he 
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multitude to an inſurrection, and Phraataces 
fell a victim to their rage. 


The laſeivious conduct of Thermuſa 


being deemed ſufficient to pollute the 


blood of Phraates, the Parthian nobility 
diſpatched ambaſſadors to invite Herod to 
accept of their goverument. 
that Herod was of the royal line, but 


Herod killed his cruelties had rendered him ſuch an 


by confpira- 
tors. 


Vonones and gainſt 


Artabanus 
engage Wit 
various ſuce 
ceſs. 


object of abhorrence, that he was attacked 
and {lain by a band of conſpirators: 

The Parthians now diſpatched an em- 
baſſy ro Rome, to requeſt that one of their 
hoſtages might be appointed to fill the va- 
cancy in the government and Vonones being 
preferred to the brethren, a recommenda- 
tion was given him, wherein he was men— 
tioned as qualified to govern the two moſt 
conſiderable empires in the univerſe; name- 
ly, Rome and Parthia. However, the Par- 
thians, who were a people of a very un- 
ſettled diſpoſition, foon repented their 
choice. On account of his having been a 
hoſta e, they applied to him the epithet 
of a ſlave, who had been impoſed upon | 
them as their ſovereign in conſequence of 
a diſgraceful peace. In ſhort, being de- 
termined to depoſe Vonones, they diſ- 
patched ambaſſadors to Artabanus, king 
of the Medes, to requeſt his aſſiſtance a- 
their ſovereign; and Artabanus 
immediately marched a numerous army in- 
to Parthia. bl. 

Vonones, the majority of whoſe ſubjects 
ſtil] preſerved their loyalty, encountered 
Artabanus, and compelled him to retreat 


into Media. But upon the latter receiving 


conſiderable reinforcements, he attacked 
and compleatly routed Vonones, who with 
difficulty ſaved his life, by eſcaping to Se- 
leuſia, accompanied by a ſmall number of 
horſemen. Taking advantage of the con- 


fuſion of the enemy, Artabanus purſued | 


them with great ſlaughter; and then 
marched his army to Cteſiphon, having 
by the above exploit gained poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom of Parthia. 

Vonoues proceeded into Syria, with a 
view of ſubjecting that country to his do- 


minion, and diſpatched an embaſſy to ſo- 
licit the aſſiſtance of Cæſar in carrying his 


project into execution: but the emperor 
abſolutely refuſed to yield him ſuccour. 
This refuſal, added to the diſcovery that 
the principal people of Armenia, bordering 
upon Niphates, were ſtrongly attached to 
Artabanus, proved deſtructive to the hopes 
Vonones had fondly cheriſhed ; and after 


ſeriouſly deliberating upon his unfortunate 


ſituation, he ſurrendered himſelf to Syllanus 
governor of Syria, who, in conſideration of 
a former acquaintance with him at Rome, 


gave him an honourable reception. The 


affairs of Artabanes being now in a moſt 


{on Orodes the kingdom of Armenia, 


Upon the deceaſe of Antiochus, king * 


Comogena, a violent contention. aroſe be. 
tween the principal people and thoſe of 


| inferior rank; the latter being deſirous of 
It is true; 


preferving the monarchical form of po. 
verriment, and the former being as ſtrongl 
inclined to reduce the kingdom into the 
ſtate of a province. Hereupon the ſenate 


of Rome iſſued a decree, that Germanicus 
ſhould depart into the eaſt country, to 
adjuſt the differences that had ariſen; but 
Providence ordered that this circumſtance 
ſhould end in the ruin of this excellent 
prince ; for after he had compoſed the 
commotions in Syria, he fell a ſacrifice to 
poiſon, through the management of Piſo; 


as will be related in another part of this 
work, | 
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Diſturbances relating to the ftandard brought 
mto Feruſalem. THE TESTIMONY oP 
Jos EPHUS.CONCERNING JESUS 
CHRIST. A woman named Ide concerts 
a plot with the prieſts of Tis. By a fira- 
tagem Paulina is immtroduced to Mundus. 
Ide and the prieſts crucified, and the temple 
Fs deſtroyed, <7 


of ſtandards into the city, on which were 
the image of Cæſar, in direct contradiction 
to the laws of the Jews, which expreſsly 
forbid the uſe of all ſuch emblems and 
devices: and, for this reaſon, colours with 
pictures on them had never been brought 
into the city by any former governor. This 


late; and what added to the offence was, 
that they were brought into the city in the 
dead of the night, and there ſet up 
unknown to the inhabitants. In the morn- 


ing, when the citizens obſerved what had 
been done, they aſſembled in great num 


bers, and immediately went to Pilate at 
Czſarea, requeſting that the obnoxious 


ed ſeveral days, in the hope that Pilate 
would comply with their- requeſt ; but he 
was peremptory in his refuſal, pretending 
that ſuch a requeſt could not be complied 
with, as it would be an affront to the 
emperor, ; 

The Jews ſtill continued importunate in 
their demands; when, at length, on the ſe- 
venth day of their attendance, Pilate gave 
directions to a party of ſoldiers to provide 
themſelves with their arms, and take their 


ſtation at an appointed place. This being 
| done, 
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general rule was firſt tranſgreſſed by Pi- 
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done, he aſcended a tribuy al, 
had ordered to be placed i in the circus; as a 
ſpot the moſt convenient from which to 
urprize the people. All this time the Jews 
thronged about him, urging bim to give 
an anſwer reſpecting the buſineſs that fo 

greatly agitated their minds. Hereupon 
Pilate ordered his ſoldiers to cut the throats 
all the Jews who thould not inſtantly de- 
part. The people proftrated themſelves up- 
on the earth, and ſtretched out their necks, ! 
thereby intimating that they would rather 
yield up their lives than tranſgreſs the laws of 
their country. This fortitude had ſuch an 
effect upon Pilate, that he cauſed the images 
to be taken down and conveyed back to 
Cæſaria. Having formed the deſign of re- 
moving an aqueduct toJeruſdleth from a ſpot 
at the diſtance of two hundred furlongs, he 
demanded money from the royal trealury, 
for deiraying the expence of the under- 
taking. This ſo incenſcd the people, that 


ſeveral thouſands of them aſſembled, ima- 


gining that their clamourous proceedings 
might induce Pilate to relinquiſh bis pro- 
ect. Among the complainants were many 
who applied. to him the moſt inſulting and 
op-robrions epithets. Provoked by this 
circumſtance, Pilate ordered a party of 
ſoldiers to diſguiſe themſelves as huſband- 
men, and, with bludgeons concealed under 
their garments, to ſurround the multitude. 
The abulive language being renewed, Pi- 
tate ordered the ſoldiers to attack the 
eople, great numbers of whom being kil- 
fa or wounded, the reſt diſperſed, and the 
tumult was appealed, 5 


At this time, a perſon named Jeſus at- 


„ trated univerſal notice; he was a man of 


conſummate wiſdom, / it be not improper 
4% call him a man. 
' diſtinguiſhed for his extraordinary power 
of working miracles ; and thoſe who were 
anxious in the diſcovery of 
bim in vaſt. numbers, both of 


Fes and Gen- 
Tiles. 


Pontius Pilate delivered him up 


third day after his crucifixion. He per- 
formed many marvellous acts; and at this 
day there is a numerous ſect of people 
called Chriſtians, who acknowledge him 
as their chief. ö 


Decius Mundus, a young and agreeable 


8 knight becoming deſperately en- 


amoured of Paulina, he offered to 
ſent her with two hundred IG BE 
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ſuffer uponthe croſs: but thoſe who original-|| 
ly adhered to him, difdained to abandon his 
cauſe, when he was under adverſity. A-|| the. virtue of his wife, was perfectly ſa- 
2 to the predictions of ſeveral cele- 


rated rophets, he was ſeen alive on the| 
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in her hands: but cg on the 50 
reverence E of entertained- for rhe 11 
deſs Iſis, ſhe deviſed the followin n. 
trivance: Having aſſembled à number "of 
the prieſts of Iſis, ſhe ſwore'thertt td Rbep 
inviolable ſecret Wa ſhe had to reveal 7 
and the better to inſure their com liSnve, 
ſhe gave them twenty-five thbuſan 1 
mas, and promiſed them the faint fu 
when the buſineſs fhould be” compléat- ä 
ed: this being à prevailing argument, ſhe 
related to them the circumſtances of 
the affair, and warmly ſolicited theit in- 
terference, to introduce Mundus to the 
company of Paulina. The temptation 
was ſo great, that the prieſts had. not power 
to reſiſt it, and promiſed their beſt aſſiſtance; 
in purſuance of which, the eldeſt of them 
immediately went to Paulina, and having 
demanded a private audience, informed her 
that he waited upon her with a "meſſage e 
from the god Anubis, who was violentl 
enamoured of her, and could not refrain 
from requeſting that ſhe would pay him a 
viſit. Paulina made the prieſt extremely 
welcome; and was ſo delighted with the 
the idea of the great honour that was to 
be conferred on her, that ſhe could not 
help mentioning to the ladies of her ac- 
uaintance the ſingular regard that was en- 
tertained for her by the god Anubis. She 
recounted the circumſtance. to Saturr inus 
her huſband, told him that an appointment 
was already made, that ſhe ſhould eat and 
ſleep with the god. The huſband, having 
experienced the moſt indubitable proof of 


tisfied that the promiſed-honour ſhould be 
conferred. upon her. 

At the time appointed, Paulina repaired 
to the temple, and having ſupped there, 
at the uſual hour of going to repoſe, one 


of the prieſts locked her in an, gen. 
iy night Wit her, 
while ſhe imagined herſelf OY with 
the embraces of the god Anubis. Early 
in the morning, Mundus quitted the temple 
as preſently after Paulina, who, related what 
had paſſed to her huſband and her pA 
| friends. Three days after this adventure, 
Mundus. caſually met the lady, to whom 
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he ſaid, he was indifferent whether ſhe bad without their ſhare of misfortunes. le 
any eſtecin for Mundus, ſince ſhe was not | happened that there was a notorious im- 
averſe to permit him to gratify his pal- | poſtor among theſe people, who by the mot 
ſion under the character of Anubis. | ridiculous (tories, and extravagant falſities 
| Upon diſcovery of the infamous ſtrata- || frequently aſſembled a croud about him. 

em by which ſhe had been defrauded of | This man told the multitude that if they 

er chaſtity, Paulina explained the whole|| would meet him at. Mount Garizim, he 
of the myſterious tranſaction to her huſ- || would give them a fight of the holy veſſels, 
band, urging him to procure exemplary|| Moſes-had buried in that place many ages 
2 to be inflicted upon the of- ago. Such was the credulity of theſe 
enders. 1 | ignorant people, that great numbers of 

them aſſembled in arms, and beſieged Ti- 

rathaba, expecting others to join and ac- 

company them to the ſummit of the moun- 
tain. But receiving intelligence cf their 
proceedings, Pilate, with an army of ca. 
valry and infantry, took poſſeſſion of the 
mountain, from whence he fallied upon 47 
the people aſſembled near the village, com- 
mitting great ſlaughter among then; and h. ;. WM 
taking a number of priſoners. Of the. 


Having ſubmitted a ſtate of the caſe to 
the emperor Tiberius, Saturninus demand- 
ed juſtice to be enforced again the delin- 
quents. By the command of Cæſar, the 

rieſts of Iſis, and Ide; the contriver of the 
plot, ſuffered death by crucifixion. The 
temple of Iſis was deſtroyed, and the ſta- 
tue of that deity thrown into the river Ti- 
ber. Allowance being made for the force 
of paſſion in ſo young a man, Mundus was| 


— 


The Jews 


theſe men, they prevailed on her to entruſt 


for the uſe of the holy temple of Jeruſalem; 
but as often as they received her bounty, | 
they converted it to their own uſe. Now 


ſentenced to baniſhment. 
© HA F. V. 


The Fews baniſhed from Rome. Tirathaba\ 


befieged. Pilate defeats the Samaritans. 
He 1s ordered to Rome, and ſucceeded by 
Marcellus. 1 S000 h 


XI this time there was in Rome a Jew 
| of the moſt infamous character, who 
had been compelled to leaye his country to 
avoid the rigour of, the law. This man, 
combining with three others of characters 
equally abandoned, they aſſumed the ap- 
porn of rabbies, read publickly on the 
aws of Moſes, and pretended to expound 
them. By this conduct they obtained a 
number of diſciples, among the reſt a wo- 
man named Fulvia, a perſon of honourand 
character, and inclined to the profeſſion of 
Judaiſm, Fulvia having altogether ſub- 
mitted to the authority and diſcipline of 


them with oblations of gold and purple 


— 


this abuſive practice coming to the know- 
ledge of Fulvia, the wife of Saturninus, 
ſhe prevailed on her huſband to make the 
affair known to Tiberius; in conſequence 
of which the emperor iſſued orders that all 


the Jews ſhould immediately leave the 


city. Of theſe, four thouſand were enter- 


baniſhed from ed upon the conſul's roll, to ſerve as ſol- 


Rome: 


diers, and ſent into Sardinia; excluſive of 


whom there were great numbers who re- 


fuſed to bear arms, on account of their 


religion; and theſe were puniſhed by a 
variety of torments, and then baniſhed ;|| 


the whole body of the Jews ſuffering on ac- 
countof four men of flagitious principles. 


Nor were tht Samaritans, at this time, 
| 0 


1 


captives he cauſed thoſe to be beheaded 
who were moſt diſtinguiſhed for their rank 
in life, or influence over the multitude. 
Soon aſter the above victory, the prin- 
cipal people among the Samaritans applicd 
to Vitellius, the conſul, the governor of 


| 


Syria, .complaining of the conduct of Pi- 


late, and accuſing him of having been guil- 
ty of murder. They alledged that the 
people lately aſſembled at Tirathaba, en- 
tertained not any idea of a defection from 
the authority of the Roman empire, their 
Whole view being to ſeek refuge from the 
tyranny of Pilate. Upon this, Vitellius 
directed that his friend Marcellus ſhould 
aſſume the government of Judea, and that 
Pilate ſhould go to Rome, there to anſwer 
before the emperor to the accuſations exhi- 
bited againſt him. While Pilate was pre- 


paring to depart for Rome, the emperor 
Tiberius died. 


CHAP. VE. 


Vitellius acts favourably towards the Fews. 
Hyrcanus builds the caſtle of Antonia. 
Artabanus is betrayed; but he recovers his 
kingdom. The death of Philip. 


TPON the approach of the feaſt of 

the paſlover, Vitellius departed into 
Judea, and on his arrival in Jeruſalem, he 
was there received with all the honours 
due to his exalted rank. He exonerated 
the people from the payment of all duties 


vilege of keeping the pontifical veſtment3 
in the temple. | 


Hyrcanus, the firſt high-prieſt of that 


name, having erected a caſtle adjacent to 
the temple, he chiefly reſided in that build- 


ing, where he kept the pontifical robes and 


ornaments, Which no one was permitted to 


uſe 


upon fruits, and reſtored to them the pri- 


_ — 


— 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 431 


„ VI.] 


uſe but himſelf. Upon his acceſſion to | lowed by ſo violent an incurſion into their 
the throne, Herod was fo pleaſed with the | own country, that moſt of their nobility 1 io 
ftuation of this caſtle, as well as with the were deſtroyed, together with the ſon of | 
ſtrength and beauty of the building, that | their king, and ſuch multitudes of the com- * 
he improved it at a very conſiderable ex- mon people, that the land was in a great 
pence, giving it the name of Antonia, in degree us K f 0. By this time Artabanus 
honour his friend Antony. In this diſcovered that he was betrayed by thoſe in 
place Herod found the ſacred veſtments, | whom he placed the greateſt confidence and 
and there cauſed them to be kept, ſup- || thatVitellius by means of bribes, had induced 
ſing. that while thoſe articles were in his || bis ſriends and relations to join in a plot for 
offeſſion the Jews would be more eaſily || bis deſtruction ; and therefore he privately 
Eept in obedience. From the ſame mo- || retreated to the interior provinces, where 
tive Archelaus, his ſon and ſucceſſor, ated | he met a friendly reception. Being pre- 
in a ſimilar manner.; as did the Romans, | ſently re-inforced by a powerful army of * 
after the kingdom was reduced to a pro- the Dahi and Saci, he was enabled not * 
vince. The pontifical garments were only to ſubdue his enemies, but alſo to . 
placed in a cabinet made purpoſely for | recover his kingdom. | 
their reception, and ſecured under the] Inconſequence of a propoſition made b eee 
ſeals of the prieſts, and the keepers of the Tiberius for contracting an alliance, Ar- + 0% 
holy treaſury, before which the governor | tabanus and Vitellius, each attended by his 
of the caſtle was commanded to keep a lamp || guards; met on the middle of a bridge over 
conſtantly burning. The holy ſtole was de- | the Euphrates; in order to ſettle terms of 
livered by the governor of the caſtleto the | accommodation. The treaty being con- 
high-prieſt on the ſeventh day preceding | cluded Herod gave the contracting parties a 
cach of the three ſolemn annual feſtivals ; | ſplendid entertainment, in a tent erected at 
and ihe latter having cauſed them to be || a great expence upon the ſame river. Not 
made perfectly clean, wore them while in || long after Artabanus ſent his ſon Darius 
the diſcharge of his official duty, return- as an hoſtage to Tiberius, together with 
ing them the next day to the place from various preſents, among which was a Jew 
Wange they had been taken: and the ſame | named Eleazar, commonly called the giant, 
was cvnitantly done on occaſion of the ſo- being of the extraordinary height of ſeven 
lemn faſt. 3 cubits. Artabanus now returned to Baby- 
It was the pleaſure of Vitellius to diſ- lon, as did Vitellius to Antioch. 1 
charge the governor of the caſtle from the | Herod loſt no time in tranſmitting a cir- 
care of the pontifical habits, and, with a cumſtantial account in regard to the hoſ- 
view of favouring the Jews, to commit tages to Tiberius, who a ſhort time after 
them to the cuſtody of the prieſts, who || received intelligence of the ſame kind from 
had been the ancient keepers of them. || Vitellius, to whom*he returned a conciſe 
un Not long after this, he deprived Joſeph, | anſwer, that he had communicated nothing 
led Caiaphas, of the office of high-prieſt, |new ; for Herod had already appriſed him 
and beſtowed it on Jonathan, the ſon of the of the particulars mentioned in his diſ- 
high-prieſt Ananus ; and then departed for || patches. This anticipation was highly 
Antioch: | „ diſpleaſing to Vitellius, who, however, 
About this time Vitellius received letters | concealed his reſentment till Caius ſuc- 
from Tiberius, directing him to make a|ceeded to the government. | 
league with Artabanus ; for he was appre-|| At this time, when Tiberius was in philip the 
henſive that the empire might be endanger-| the twentieth year of his reign, died Phi- brother of 
cd, if the latter ſhould make a conqueſt of lip, the brother of Herod, after having 8 
Armenia: but Vitellius was directed not || exerciſed the office of tetrarch of Tra- 
to ratify the league, unleſs one of the ſons chonitis, Gaulanites, and Batania for the 
of the king was delivered as an hoſtage. ſpace of thirty-ſeven years. He was a 
Hereupon Vitellius offered confiderable | man by no means addicted to abuſe the 
ſums of money to the kings of Iberia and || authority with which he was inveſted, but 
Alania, on condition of their immediately || always defirous of maintaining public tran- 
engaging in a war with Artabanus. The || quillity ; and he ſpent his whole life with- 
people of Iberia could not be induced to | in the diſtricts over which he was appoint- 08 
lend any father aſſiſtance to this plan, than || ed to preſide, When he quitted his own i 
to admit the Alanians to a free paſſage | houſe, which was but ſeldom, he was ac- i 
through their city, that they might paſs by | companied by a few ſelect friends, and fol- 
the Caſpian mountains, and thus obtain] lowed by a chair, which he occaſionally 
eaſy admiſſion into the kingdom of Arta- | made uſe of as a ſeat of juſtice, it being 
banus. Ihis cuſtom, when appealed to on judicial 
This inroad occaſioned the loſs of Ar- caſes on the road, to pronounce deciſions 
menia to the Parthians; and this was fol- immediately, according to the evidence 
| 5 | rk | g produced, 
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THE ANTIQUITIES 


produced. He died at fulias, and his re- 
mains were depoſited with great pomp in a 


ſepulchre which he had cauſed to be erected 
for their reception. Simon leaving no ues 
the emperor decreed that his eſtates ſhould 
be annexed to Syria, conditionally, however, | 
that the tributes formerly raiſed in the te- 


trarchy ſhould be ſtill continued. 8 


Er. VI. 


4 war between Herod and Aretas. Herods 
being in love with Herodias, propoſes to 
diſmiſs his wife. Herod ſubdued in 


battle. The death of St. Fohn the Bap- 
tiſt. Theophilus advanced to tbe office of 


high-prieſt. Allegiance ſworn to Caius 
Caligula, Particulars of the family of 
Herod the Great. | 


EROD the tetrach, who had been 

lome time married to the daughter 
of Arctas, being called upon buſineſs to 
Rome, in his way thither he viſited Herod, 
his brother-in-law, the ſon of the daughter 
of Sinion, the high-prieſt. While upon 
this viſit, he conceived a ſtrong affection 
for Herodias, the wife of his brother, and 
daughter of their brother Ariſtobulus, ſhe 
being allo ſiſter to Agrippa, who was after- 
wards king. Such was the force of his 
paſſion, that he offered to marry her, and 


diſmiſs the daughter of Aretas, to whom he| 


was already eſpouſed ; and Herodias accept- 
ed his propoſal. 

This contract being made, 4 
to Rome, and having diſpatched his büſi- 


Neſs there, returned to his uſual place f 


reſidence. In the interim, his wife being 
informed of the overtures he had made to 
Herodias, upon his return, ſhe requeſted 
his permiſſion to paſs a ſhort time at Ma- 
cherus, a caſtle on the borders of the do- 
minions of Aretas. He readily conſented, 
not ſuſpecting the motive for her requeſt. 
Macherus being a place under the domi- 
nion of her father, every preparation was 
made for the continuation of her journey. 
Upon her arrival, the governor provided 
her with Arabian guards, who eſcorted 
her to her father's palace, where ſhe relat- 


ed the circumſtance of her huſband's a-| 


mour, 


A diſagreement already ſubſiſted between 


Aretas and Herod, reſpecting the bounda- 
ries of ſome lands in Gamala, and the ar- 
mies were already drawn up in the field, in 
order to bring the conteſt to an iſſue. The 


| into pay. 


der of John, ſirnamed the Baptiſt: That 


— — 


he procetqed 9 


Jews imagined Herod's overthrow to be a 
puniſhment from Heaven for his impious 
murder of this holy man. 


information given by his daughter was ſo 


the armies meeting Herod's party was en- 
tirely defeated: but this diſcomfiture was 
principally owing to the treachery of ſome 


| he depo | om the. of high- 
provoking to Aretas, that he determined 18 menen 


come to an immediate engagement; and 


OF THE JEWS: [Bo6k xy; 


deſerters from Philip, that Herod had tale; 
Ray. Herod diſpatched an account's 

the above misfortune to Tiberius; WIO Was 
fo enraged at the conduct of Aretas; that 
he directed Vitellius to make war againſt 
him, and either to ſend his head, or bring 
him a priſoner to Rome: „„ 
An opinion generally prevailed attong the 
Jews, that the defeat of his army was 2 
Judgment upon him for the barbarous mur- 


truly excellent man'had not committed an 
crime. His cuſtom was to exhort the 
Jews to the love and practice of every vir. 
tue; recommending them to regulate their 
lives by the rules of piety and juſtice ; urg- 
ing the neceſſity of regeneration by baptiſm 
and a new life; and infiſting that it was 
not by abſtaining from any particular vice, 
but by a conſtant and unitorm courſe of 
goodneſs, that the benefit of ſuch regenera- 
tion, was to be acquired. 

By the holineſs of his life, the baptiſt 
had acquired great reputation and influence 
among the people ; and his diſciples were 
extremely numerous. Such was the au- 
thority of this ho!y man, as to excite the 
jealouſy of Herod, who knew that, if he , 
was ſo diſpoſed, he might with little diffi-s: 1: i 
culty foment an inſurrection. To guard ien 
againſt danger from the baptiſt, Herod gun 9 
ſent him a priſoner to Macherus, with or- Herd, 
ders that he ſhould be there put to death, 
which was accordingly done. It ſeems 
not to have been without reaſon that the 


In preparation for a war in Arabia, Vi- 
tellius was now on his march towards Petra, 
at the head of two legions of horſe and foor, 
and the auxiliaries of the Roman allies, 
He marched to Ptolemais, with a delign 
of croſſing Judea; but the principal people 
among the Jews in that quarter repreſented 
to him, that the images in the Roman co- 
lours were offenſive to the religion and laws 
of the Jews, and therefore ſoliciting that he 
would purſue a different courſe. In com- 
pliance with this application, Vitellius di- 
rected his army to proceed by the way of 
the great plain: and in the mean time, ac- 
companied by Herod, the tetrarch, and ſe- 
veral other friends, he departed for Jerufa- 
lem, to perform public worſhip, on occaſi- 
on of an approaching ſolemn feſtival. Wnileqyotil 
at Jeruſalem, where he was treated with cooſirurd 
every pollible mark of reſpect and honour, tis Pre 


prieſt, and advanced his brother Theophi- 
lus to that dignity. Upon the fourth day, 
he received n:ws of the death of Tiberius, 
wherefore he cauſed the people to ſwear al- 


legiance to Caius Caligula, as the — 
| 5 


. 
F 


| e V / | | 7 


e 
i" 


10 


; \ 7 | * 
7 . 1 | g 4 7 96 0 10 9 g 4 
x 0 wh N 5 4 h [ 1 1 1. f i 


- 


 Pubhokil as the At dlrectr Julv 261706 bvJohn Walker Puternofter Row: 


4 
>. by Fr $144 ö 0 65 05 . f Z bs f [ \ | IER 
ODIN: (|| WAR W % ; wv N | 8 FE | WR. —— — 5 
„ „ EN 0 7 A 8 N 
WY 8 N — 
— : 144, 111114578 ö a 
#1 1; . 4 by: 
* — —— 


i 
1 
no 


7 


1 wy 


| 


" : » 1 
Wy ' l . OM; I 
U ak, \ | At erg Wore J N 
| 4 | 


j 


| 


j 


N 
s Wo 


| 


A 


. 


U 


f 
lj 


7 


4 
1 
N 


1a 


| 


Wd 
\ dQ X 


- 


| 


[ll 
Fan 
2 

* 


J 
8 


A 


— — 
, _ | G " S. 
— \ — ——_— 7 - 
j — Q — — 
Sehr e e LS” ST oo ERS — | ——— 
* = —— 
. — 
— ——_——_ 5 
1 13 
* 
| — - 
Y e 
x , P 
* Y — 
DRJV 
WR IT 
- A 4 nn * 
1 40 WO. k | : 
pp pe 15 


* A 


ee Rar — _—_— gy ; | EE 
1 Tn. 
4: - 3 : | 7 | « 


en. 


BY FLAVIUS JOSBPHUS. 


of the deceaſed emperor. On account offjas were likewiſe Herod and Ariſtobulus, 
this change in the government, Vitellins||and alſo Bernice, who was: the daughter of 
recalled his troops, and having orderedfSalome and Coſtabarus. At this time the 
them into winter quarters, returned to An- children of Ariſtobulus were infants, : when 
tioch. their father and his brother Alexander 

A tradition is current, that Aretas con-|were put the death, by the command. of 
ſalted ſoothſayers and wizards as to what Herod. On their advancement to years of 
would be the iſſue of the expedition byſmaturity, Herod, the brother of Agrippa, 
Vitellius, and that the ſubſtance of the re-|wedded Mariamne, the daughter of Olym- 

was, that the army then on marchſpias, daughter of king Herod, and Joſe 

ſhould not arrive at Petra; for that eitherſthe brother of Herod and of this marri- 
one of the princes, the general of theſage Ariſtobulus was born. Ariſtobulus, 
troops, the deputy in command, or the Agrippa's third brother, was married to 
perfon againſt whom the war was intended, Jotape, the daughter of Sampligeram,-king 
would ſoon die. 8 N of Emeſenes; and by her he had a daugh- 

At this period Agrippa, the fon of A- ter, born deaf, who received the nams of 
tiſtobulus, had been at Rome about a year, her mother. The above is a liſt of the 
having matters of great importance toſchildren of the three brothers. Their 
tranſact with Ceſar. But before I fay anyſſiſter, Herodias, was married to Herod, 
thing farther of him, it will be proper toſche ſon of Herod the Great, by his wife 
mention ſomething” with regard to Heroo|Mariamne, the daughter of Simon, the 
and his family; ſince in them are exhibi high- prieſt ;- and of this marriage was 
ted a fingular inſtance of the wiſdom andſborn Salome; but after her birth: Herodi- 

wer of the Providence of God. In theas, in defiance of all the laws of hogour 
caſe of Herod we ſhall ſee that having|ad conſcience, did not hefitate to take 
a numerous family, the poſſeſſion, of aſor her ſecond huſband, Herod the tetrarch 


fplendid fortune, with royal power anchbf Galilee, though ſhe was wife to his 


dignity, are of no avail, Without the moreſprother by the father's | ſide, and had like- 


valuable poſſeſſions of piety: and. juſtice ; wiſe a former huſband living- at the Ane 
fince, there were ſcarccly any remains offof this ſecond marriage. The daughter, | 
the very large family of Herod in the {pace Salome, was married to Philip, the ſbn of 
of a hundred years. This conſideration}Herod, the tetrarch of Trachonitis, who 
is ſufficient to humble the pride of. theſdied without iſſue: after which ſhe was 
arrogant, and to raiſe the contemplation of married to Ariſtobulus, the ſon of Herod; 
the virtuous man, on the wonderful ad-ſand of this marriage were born the three 
vancement of Agrippa, who from a privateſſons Herod, Agrippa, and Ariſtobulus. 


ſtation; contrary to all human expectation, Thus much with regard to the family f 


was raiſed to a degree of power ſo very ex Phaſael and Salampſo. [> AER 
traordinary. I {| To. Antipater, Cypros bore a daughter 


Of this ſubject I have alteady ſpoken injwhich took her own name, and ſhe was 
meien of general terms; but 1 ſhall now recountſ married to Alexas Selcius, the ſoff of Alexas, 
8 particulars, By Mariamne, the daughterſÞy whom he had one daughter likewiſe 


of Hyrcanus, Herod the Great had 'twojnamed Cypros. Herod and Alexander, the 


daughters, one of whom, named Salampſb, brothers of Antipater, died without chil- 


was married to Phaſael, the ſon offdren. Alexander, the ſon of Herod the 


Phaſael, elder brother to the king, by the} ing, (who was put to death by his father) 


conſent of the father. The name of theſbad two children, named Alexander and 
other daughter was Cypros, and ſhe wasſTigranes, 7 Glaphyra, the daughter of 
married to Antipater, Herod's nephew, by Archelaus, king Cappadocia, 
his ter Sober heh INN: 4 | 
Salampſo had five children by Phaſael, out iſſue: he was king of Armenia, and 
three ſons, namely, Antipater, Herod andſhad an accuſation brought againſt him by 
Alexander, and two daughters, Alexandraſthe Romans. N 
and Cypros; the former daughter married ion named Tigranes, after his uncle, who 
Timius, a nobleman of the iſle of Cyprus, ſ was promoted by Nero to be King of Ar- 
and died childleſs; and latter the was eſpouſ- ſmenia. He had afſo a fon named Al- 
ed to Agtippa, the ſon of Ariſtobulus. Cyprosſexander, who was married to Jotape, 
bore to Agrippa two ſons and three daugh-Jdaughter of Antiochus, king of Comagena, 
ters. The ſons were named Agrippa andfand was advanced by Veſpaſian to the dig- 
Druſus, the laſt of whom died Ibu heſaity of king of Leſis in Gilitia. The fa- 
was under age: and the daughters wereſmily of Alexander ſoon departed from the 
called Berenice, Mariamne, and Druſilla. A- laws and cuſtoms of the Jews, and em- 
grippa the father was educated under thefbraced thoſe; of the Greeks. There were 
care of his grandfather Herod the Great, no children left by the reſt of the daugh» 


5 0 ters 


The above- named Tigranes died with 


Alexander had likewiſe a 


133 
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ters of Herod the Great. Thus having 
given an account of the poſterity of this 
prince, down to the teign of Agrippa, 1 


ſhall now recount the hiſtory of Aprippa 


himſelf, together with that variety of pro- 
vidential incidents, which; in the end, ad- 
vanced him to fo diſtinguiſhed a ſtation. 


CH KF. VIII. 


The various fortunes of Agrippa. The 
death of Tiberius, who is ſucceeded by 
Caius. Character of the deceaſed: Caius 
Cæſar orders Agrippa to be releaſed. The 


remains of Tiberius carried to Rome, and 


ſumptuouſly interred. Agrippa crowned. 
Marcellus appointed governor of Fudea. 


NOME ſmall time previous to the death 

of Herod the Great, Agrippa reſiding 
at Rome, and being often in the family 
of the emperor, became a very great fa- 


vourite of his ſon Druſus, and alſo obtain- | 


ed the good opinion of Antonia, the wife 
of the elder Druſus, through the intereſt 
of his mother Berenice, for whom An- 
tonia had a moſt particular eſteem. A- 


Agrippa's ex-grippa was by nature rather inclined to 


travagancy 
involves him 
in diſtreſs. 


extravagance; but during the life of his 
mother, he reſtrained himſelf within ſome 
reaſonable bounds : her death at length 
making him maſter of his own conduct, he 
gave expenſive treats, and made profuſe 
and coſtly preſents, particularly to the de- 
pendants and domeſtics of the court, where 
he hoped to raiſe his fortune. By thele 
means he involved himſelf in debt to ſuch 
a degree, that he could no longer appear 
at Rome: beſides, at this time, Tiberius 
having the misfortune to loſe his ſon, he 


could not now endure the ſight of any of 


the favourites of Druſus, leſt he ſhould be 
reminded of the loſs he had ſuſtained. 
Agrippa having thus ſquandered his 
money, and ruined his reputation, he re- 
turned to Judea; and when there, ſeeing 


no hopeof retrieving his fortune, and bluſh-| 


ing for the folly he had been guilty of, he 
retreated to Malta, a caſtle in Idumea, 
with an intention there to put an end to 
his exiſtence, Cypros obſerving the de- 
ſponding humour of her huſband, and that 
his melancholy ſeemed to forbode fatal 
conſequences, exerted her utmoſt endea- 
vours to prevent the misfortune ſhe dreaded, 
and wrote to her ſiſter Herodias a circum- 
ſtantial account of her calamitous ſituation; 
urging her, by all the ties of honour and 
conſanguinity, to afford her huſband ſome 
immediate relief, 

Herodias was ſo affected by this repre- 


ſentation; that ſhe. joined her huſband in 


and they gave him a penſion with the go. 
vernment of Tiberias, for his immediate 
ſupport. But Herod did not long continue 
in this genèerous diſpoſition; nor was A- 
grippa very well contented with his preſent 
(ſituation. Being inflamed with liquor at 
an entertainment at Tyre, Herod reflected 
upon Agrippa on account of his poverty, 
and inſinuated that he had been an object 
of his bounty. Unable to brook this in- 
ſult, Agrippa quitted Tyte, and went up- 
on a viſit to Flaccus, with whom he had 
lived upon terms of intimacy and friend- 
ſhip at Rome, and who was then governor 
of Syria, He was received in the. moſt 
friendly and hoſpitable manner by Flaccus, 
to whom Ariſtobulus, the brother of 
Agrippa, was then a viſitor. An enmity 
ſubſiſted between the brothers: but Flac- 
cus behaved to both with much kindneſs 
and civility. Such was the malice of Ariſ- 
tobulus, that he determined to impreſs 
Flaccus with an unfavourable opinion of his 
brother. | 

A diſagreement prevailing between the 
inhabitants of Damaſcus and thoſe of Sidon, 
reſpecting the boundaries of their lands, 
by mutual conſent Flaccus was nominated 
to detetmine the conteſt. In conſequence 
of receiving a ſum of money from the 


people of Damaſcus, Agrippa engaged to 


exert his influence with Flaccus in their 
behalf. Diſcovering that his brother had 
accepted a bribe, Ariſtobulus communicat- 


and therefore withdrew his favour and 
protection from Agrippa. Returning to 
Ptolemais, Agrippa was ſo diſtreſſed as to 
be in want of the common neceflaries of 
life; and he now reſolved to go to Rome. 
He directed Marſyas, his freed- man, to 
make enquiry for ſome broker, or uſurer, 
to advance him a ſum of money for pre- 
ſent uſe. Marſyas applied to Pontus, a 
freed- man, whoſe patroneſs Berenice had 
by her will recommended him to the ſer- 
vice of Antonia, propofing to borrow a 
ſum of him on the ſecuity of Agrippa's 
bond. Pontus at firſt declined a compli- 
ance, ſaying, that Agrippa was already 


[indebted to him; but he was at length, 


prevailed upon to accept a bond for* twenty 
thouſand Attic drachmas, in exchange for 
which he advanced only ſeventeen thouſand 
five hundred pieces, retaining the otherF 
two thouſand five hundred as procuration 
money; and Aprippa's diſtreſſed fituation 


* Suppoſing the Attic drachma to be worth ſeven 
pence three farthings of our money, whicli is the 
higheſt value put upon it by any author of note; 


twenty thouſand muſt amount to ſix hundred forty 


five pounds, fixteen ſhillings and eight pence. 
+ And two thouſand five hundred to eighty 
pounds, fourteen ſhillings and ſeven pence of out 

money, | 
| com- 


Boox xy 


a meſſage, deſiring Agrippa to attend them; 


; Flaceus wi 
ed the circumſtance to Flaccus, who upon draus his 


enquiry, found the accuſation to be true, cena 
rom ony 


1 


compelled him to ſubmit to this extortion. 
Upon receiving the money, Agrippa pro- 
ceeded to Anthedon, and prepared to em- 
bark, when this deſign coming to the 
knowledge of Herennius Capito, the pro- 
curator of Jamnia, he diſpatched a party 
of ſoldiers to demand of him the payment 
of three hundred theuſand pieces of filver 
which he had borrowed of the king's trea- 
ſury when he was at Rome. This demand 
occaſioned ſome delay: but Agtippa a- 
muſed the ſoldiers with fair promiſes; and 
at night he cut the cable of his veſſel, and 
failed to ſea, directing his courſe towards 
Alexandria. On his arrival in that city, 
he requeſted Alexander, the principal offi- 
cer of the revenue, to lend him two hun- 
dred thouſand pieces on his bond. Alex- 
ander replied, that he had not ſufficient 
confidence in his integrity to advance the 
money on the ſecurity pròpoſed; adding, 
that, ſince his wife appeared to be a woman 
of an amiable diſpoſition, if ſhe would 
become bound for the payment, he would 
make the loan. Cypros having given her 
ſecurity, Alexander delivered 4 five talents 
to Agrippa, and gave him letters of credit 
for receiving the reſt at Puteoli ; for he 
was apprehenſive that if he had the whole 
ſum in his poſſeſſion at once, he might 
apply it to improper purpoſes. After in- 
effeEtually endeavouring to perſuade her 
huſband to decline purſuing his journey, 
Cypros and her children returned over land 
into Judea. | | 

When Agrippa arrived at Putcoli, he 
ſent a letter to Tiberius Ceſar, who was 
then at Capreæ, informing him that he had 
come ſo far to pay his humble reſpects to 
him, and requeſting his permiſhon to viſit 
him. Tiberius ſent him an anſwer ſignify- 
ing that he ſhould be happy to. ſee 
him. Tiberius received him with open 
arms, and welcomed him to the palace, 
where he entertained him in the moſt gene- 
rous and hoſpitable manner. On the fol- 
lowing day letters to Tiberius arrived from 
Herennius Capito, complaining of the con- 
duct of Agrippa, and ſtating, that when 
he demanded payment of a bond for three 
hundred thouſand pieces which had been 
long ſince due to the emperor, he departed in 
a ſecret manner, ſo that the money would 
probably be loſt. | 8 
This conduct was ſo highly offenſive to 
Tiberius, that he commanded the officers 
of his bed- chamber not to admit Agrippa 
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into his preſence; till, the debt was diſ- 
charged. Agrippa did not ſeem torremark. ; 
the diſpleaſure of the emperor, but imme 
diately applied to Antonia, mother of Gerz 
manius and Claudius, who Was afterwards 
advanced to the ſovereign power; and relat- 
ed to her his. diſtreſſes, ſaying . he was 
likely to loſe tHe favour of the emperor, 
for want of three hundred thouſand pieces, 
when ſhe lent him the money, in bonour. 
the memory of Berenice, and the mutual 
friendſhip they had entertained, for each 
other; excluſive of which, Agrippa had been 
the companion and play fellow of her ſon 
Otaudius, almoſt from his earlieſt infancy, 
Having received this money, he diſcharged. 
his debt, and was reinſtated in the favour. 
of Tiberius. | | 
effect on the emperor, that he committ 


Agrippa, requeſting that he would be con- 
ſtantly in his company. and regulate his whole 
conduct. Agtippa, however, had ſo ſtrong 
an idea of his obligations to Antonia, that 
he paid his principal attention and reſpect to 
her grandſon Caius, for whom the people 
in general had the higheſt eſteem, not only 
on account of his own merits, but from 
the reverence they entertained for the me- 
mory of his father Germanicus. A native 
of Samatia, one of Cæſar's freed- men, lent 
Agrippa a million of pieces, part of which 
he employed in diſcharging his debt to 
Antonia, and diſpoſed of the reſt in defray- 
ing the expences accruing from his attend- 
ance upon Caius, with whom he lived up- 
on terms of uninterrupted confidence and 
Rll foci fe 1 
While Caius and Agrippa were riding in 
a chariot, Tiberius became the ſubje& of 
their converſation, when Agrippa exclaim- 


the above expreſſion; of which, however, 
he took no notice for the preſent. A 
ſhort time afterwards, Eutychus was accuſ- 
ed of ſtealing) ſome wearing apparel, the 
property of his patron, and being taken 
before Piſo, the governor of the place, be 
was aſked the caule of his abſconding from 
bis maſter's ſervice. He replied, that the 
life of Tiberius being in danger, he Was 


After making this declaration he was ſent 


* — 
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| JAdmitting the talents here meant to be the common 
Egyptain ones, one of them, according to Calmet, 
weighed ſevemy fix pounds, ten pennyweights; 
five therefore myſt weigh three hundred and eighty 
pounds, two ounces, ten penny weight; the value of 
which in ſilver, amounted to one thbutand one hundred 
and forty pounds; twelve ſhillings and fix pence: but if 


the Alexandrian; which is more probable, are under- 
ſtood, one of them weighing ninety. p36 pounds, 
fifteen pennyweights, five muſt weigh four hundred 
and fifty pounds, three'ounces fifteen penny weights; 
and their value in filver, reckoninz filver at five ſhil- 
lings perounce, amounts to one thouſandthree liungred, 
and ſixty. five pounds eighteen ſhillings and nine pence 


' aw 49.4 i 


This conduct had ſuch an Agrippa 
ed made gover- 
nor to the 

peror's 


his grandſon, Tiberius Nero, the ſon. ofem 
Druſus, to the care and government of grandſon. 


going to make a diſcoyery of the conſpiracy. 


ed, “I wiſh from my heart, it were thepgutychus _ 
pleaſure of Heaven that Caius were in his bears Agrip- 
pa pronounce 


place.” Eutychus, a freed-maa of Agrippa, Ae 
who was driving the carriage, overheardwords. 
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him in chains. In affairs of ſtate the em- 


tertained a ſingular reſpect for Antonia, 
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in bonds to Caprem, where Tiberius kept | of the military offices. The eſcape, there- 


peror was remarkably dilatory. Ambaſſa- 
dors could not obtain audience of him with- 
out much delay; and when he was aſked 
the reaſon for this, he was accuſtomed to 
addreſs his friends in the following man- 
ner 2 | | 

© If 1 were eaſy of acceſs, I ſhould be 

erpetually embarraſſed in receiving and 
difmiffing ambaſſadors. It is more prudent 
to retain people in public employments, 
than to make frequent changes; for avarice 
is the vice of magiſtrates; and thoſe who 
conſider themſelves as holding offices 
during their good behaviour; are leſs likely 
to be rapacious, than ſuch as expect a 
ſpeedy diſmiſſion. To illuſtrate what I have 


— — 


fore, of Tiberius was rather extraordinary, 


and the effects of the treaſonable intention 


were evidently defeated by the reſolute in- 
duſtry of Antonia; for no ſooner was ſhe; 
informed of the horrid intention, than ſhe 
wrote a narrative. of all the particulars of 
the plot as they came to her knowlege, and 
ſent them, from time to, time, to Tiberius 
at Caprez, by the hapds of Pallas, who was 
a confidential ſeryant af the emperor : and 


due to their demerits.  - + | + 

It may be preſumed. that if Antonia's 
merit was great with Tiberius, before ſhe 
had rendered him this piece of ſervice, it 
was much greater afterwards: fo that 


d, I will repeat an ancient fable. A 
wounded man laying by the. fide of the 


road; was tormented by a great number of| 


flies, when a humane paſſenger offering to 
drive the creatures from him, te deſired 
it might by no means be done; for the 
flies whoſe hunger was appeafed did not 

ive him near the tormen, he ſhould ſuffer 


if a new and more ravenous fwarm ſhould! 


ſettle upon his wounds. This is a caſe 
preciſely ſimilar to that of ſubjects with 
reſpect to newly appointed ambaſladors ; 
for the latter are be conſidered as freſh 
flies impatient to ſuck the blood of the 
Pen.” : i 224 


During a reign of twenty-two years, | 


Gratus and his ſucceſſor Pilate were the 

only governors appointed by Tiberius over 

Judea; and he acted in the ſame manner 

in reſpe&the to ſeveral other parts of the em- 

pire. He was accuſtomed to delay the trials 
of priſoners, and to ſay that his reaſon for 

fo acting was a conſciouſneſs that pro- 

tracted puniſhment was worſe than death. 
Upon the removal of the emperor from 


when, at the requeſt of Agrippa, ſhe had 
repeatedly urged to the emperor to ;hear 
the charge againſt Eutychus, he could not 
refuſe to comply; but he addrefled her to 
the following purport : © If this man has 
reported falſehoods reſpecting Agrippa, he 


the length of his impriſonment: but let 
Agrippa beware how he proſecutes this 
matter with too great a degree of rigour 
leſt on a clear inveſtigation of the affair, 
the puniſhment he intends for Eutychus 
ſhould fall on his own head.” Antonia 
{reported the contents of this ſpeech to 
Agrippa; but the more earneſt ſhe was in 
adviſing him to decline all farther thoughts 
of the proſecution, the more reſolved he 


— 
— 


full examination. 2 


Finding Agrippa could not be prevailed 


with to purſue her advice, while the em- 
peror was paſſing by in a chair, preceeded 
by Caius and Agrippa, Antonia addreſſed 
him, ſoliciting that Eutychus might be 
brought to an immediate examination. 


— 


Caprez to Tuſculanum, diftant only one Upon this, Tiberius ſaid, 4 ] appeal to 


hundred furlongs from Rome, Agrippa re- 
queſted Antonia to ſolicit that Eutychus 
might be examined. Now Tiberius en- 
partly on account of affinity, for ſhe was 
Bis ſiſter-in-law, and the widow of Druſus, 
and partly for her ſteady virtue, in refuſing 


a ſecond marriage, in the prime of her life, 

bounty debt : 
the priſoner faid, while ſitting at the feet, 
of Caius and Agrippa, and driving them in a. 


to which ſhe had been earneſtly preſſed by 
Auguſtus himſelf, Excluſive of the above 
conſiderations, Tiberius was under perſonal 


obligations to Antonia, which he could not 
forget z fince her wiſdom, fidelity, and| 


diligence, had ſaved his life from the de- 
ſperate machinations of Sejanus. This man 
was poſſeſſed of great power and credit, a 
captain of the guards, and had engaged in 
the conſpiracy a number of the moſt emi- 
nent ſenators, many of Cæſar's freed-men, | 


— 


Heaven, that what I am about to conſent 
to is contrary to my inclination, and mere- 
ly in compliance with your urgent re- 


ceffor of Sejanus as captain of the guards, to 
order Eutychus into his preſence. _ 

Being aſked by the emperor what he had 
to advance againſt his patron, to whoſe 
he was indebted for his freedom, 


a chariot, he heard the latter declare he 
devoutly wiſhed Tiberius was dead, and 


| Caius upon the throne, in which caſe the 


the emperor's grand-ſon, Tiberius, might 
be eaſily diſpoſed of, and he might bimſelf 
reaſonably expect to derive conſiderable ad- 
vantage from the revolution. Hereupon, 
turning to Macro, the emperor faid © put 
him in chains.“ Not knowing who was 


ſeveral of the favourites at court, and — 


Wi 


meant 
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in conſequence of this diſcovery, SejanusScjany 
and his accomplices. received the reward ®ther a; 


Punihhed, | 


Þirators 


has already been ſufficiently puniſhed in 


ſeemed to have the matter determined by a 


queſt.” He then directed Macro, the ſuc- 


Agrippt a 


cuſed of if 


6 


VIII.] 


om 


wor Which being obſerved by a German pri- 
Ms foner, he afſced a ſoldier who was the per- 
fon dreſſed in purple? and being told that 


ti. he was hurried to: priſon; * The weather 
y 


\ truſts repoſed in him. 


ed; and n the mean time che 
about in the Circus, where abſerving. that 
Agrippa was {till at liberty, he demanded 
why his orders wete not -obeyed.. Upon 
Macro ſaying he did not :nnderftand:::to 
whom his orders were applied, the. em- 


ror ſaid he meant Agrippa. His earneſt 


ſupplications for pardon had. no effect, and 


habited as he was in his robes of honour, 


was remarkably ſultry, :and:Agrippalabour- 
ing under a moſt intenſe thirſt, when ob- 
ſerving a ſervant to Gaius, named Thau- 
maſtus, with a pitcher of water in his hand, 
he requeſted a draught of it: The man 
readily complied ;. and when, Agrippa had 


fatisfied his thirſt, in gratitude for the relief 


he had received, he pledged his honour that 
when he ſhould have overcome his pre- 
ſent difficulties, he wonld employ his utmoſt 
intereſt with Caius for procuring Thau- 
maſtus to be reſtored to liberty. This pro- 
miſe he fulfilled: for upon his advance- 
ment to the throne, he requeſted Caius to 
make him a preſent of Thaumaſtus, which 
being done, he gave him his freedom, en- 
truſting to him the management of his 
eſtate, and other affairs of importance. 
Finding the time of his death approach, 
Agrippa recommended him to the protec- 
tion of his ſon Agrippa and Berenice, his 
daughter, adviſing them to continue Thau- 
maſtus in his preſent employments, which 
they accordingly did; and he acquitted him- 
ſelf with unblemiſhed integrity in all the 


While Agrippa was ſtanding, bound with 
chains, with other priſoners before the pa- 
Jace, leaning in a melancholy manner a- 
gainſt a tree, an owl perched thereon ; 


he was a Jew of the firſt diſtinction, he 
begged the ſoldier to let him approach 
him, for he wiſhed to know ſome things 
reſpecting his country. This requeſt being 


emperor walked; 


BY FLAVI1USH OSEPHUS: 
meant to be müde a priſoner} Macrd hefitat- | 


 Arltonia" Was Queaſy on account of 'the 
ſufferings. of ber friend Agrippa, but ſhe; 


made no intercefſjon; in his fayour- to the, 
emperor; knbwirig him to be inflexibly per 


| 


P of the hints received from Macro, 


men. His friend Silas, and Marſyas and Sty- 
chus, his two freemen, conſtantly ſupplied 
him with ſuch food as was moſt agreeable 
to his palate, and under pretence of carry- 
ing blankets into the priſon for ſale, they 
ſupplied him with thoſe articles for his 
accommodation in the night. In conſe- 


: 
L 


the ſoldiers oppoſed not any reaſonable in- 


dulgencies intended to be allowed Agrippa. 
Six month's after the time of Agrippa's. 
commitment. to,; priſon, Tiberius, While 
on his return from Capre, was ſeized 
with an indiſpoſition, which increaſed till 
his recovery was deſpaired of; and when 
in this hopeleſs fituation, he directed E- 
vodus, his favourite freeman, to bring his 
children to him early the next morning. 
The children here alluded to are thoſe he 
adopted. Druſus, his only ſon was dead; 
but Tiberius, the ſon of Druſus was liy- 
ing, as was Caius, the ſon of his brother 
Germanicus, he having arrived to years of 
maturity, and. being much diſtinguiſhed 

by his literary attainments, and other qua- 

lifications. Caius had gained a high place 
in the eſteem of the people on the ſcore 

of his own merits, and their partiality in 

his favour was igcreaſed by their veneration 

for the memory of his truly excellent fa- 

ther; and the ſoldiers in particular were 
willing to devote their lives to his ſervice. 

While waiting for the attendance of his 
adopted ſons, Tiberius prayed to the deities 
of his country that he might be directed by 
ſome particular ſignal, which of the two 
youths he ſhould appoint his ſucceſſor, ſe- 


complied with, and an interpreter allowed, 


the German addreſſed Agrippa; admoniſh-| 


ic. ing him not to deſpond, ſince he would not 


xi:Ger- Only, ſurmount the difficulties in which he 
was embarraſſed, but. aſſuredly attain to 
the ſummit of honour and power, and leave 
iſſue that ſhould. ſucceed to thoſe advan- 


tages. He ſaid, that when Agrippa ſhould 


again behold the bird that was then perch- 


ed on the trec, he would have but five days 
to live. He ſaid he was commiſſioned by 


Heaven to give him this information; and 
concluded with reqeſting, that when he 
ſhould come into proſperity, he would not 
neglect to give liberty to thoſe who were 
now his fellow priſoners. Agrippa treated 
this prediction with contempt. 


— 


cretly wiſhing, however, that the omen 
might be in favour of Tiberius, Having 
reſolved that the adopted ſon who ſhould 


ſucceed him in the government, he directed 
the tutor of Tiberius to bring the youth 
into his preſence by break of day. Upon the 
appearance of day-light, the emperor direct - 
ed Evodus to ſee if the princes were wait- 
ing for admiſſion into the palace, and to 
introduce into his apartment the firſt of 
them he ſhould meet. Meeting with Caius, 


| Evodus immediately conducted him into 
the preſence of Cæſar. Unappriſed of the 


emperor's intention in his favour, Tiberius 


ger. 


ſuffered the appointed hour to elapſe, by 
waiting for his breakfaſt, | 


5 P The 


ws 


Fhibugh the 
; : a Pe. intereſt of 
ſevering in all his reſolutions. But by an Antonia, Ag. 


application to Maro; ſhe procured him to fas con. 
de attended by ſoldiers of a humane dif- hk. 
poſition, and alſo to ſit at table with the 

officer under whoſe care he was placed, 

to make uſe of the bath every day, and 

to receiye viſits from his friends and free- 


firſt attend him the next morning ſhould 


6 


— 


Tiberius ap- prince, ſaying, he was then about to com- 
ints Caius 


bis ſucceſſor 
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The emperor was aſtoniſhed when Caius 
entered the room, and chagrined that pro- 
vidence had defeated his deſign in the diſ- 


poſul of the government. Nor did he deem 


the proſent diſappointment of his expecta- | 
tions the worſt eireumſtance attending the; 
affair; for he did not conſider the loſs of | 


the empire of equal conſequence with the 


perſonal ſafety of his grandehild. © 
Tiberius paid great reſpect to the predic- 
tions of wizards, judicial aſtrologers, and 
other people of like deſcriptions, and in a 
great degree he acted in purſuance of their 
advice and direction. Happening one day 
to look upon Galba, he turned to ſome 


friends near him, and ſaid, That man ing nature, requeſted to be informed of 


will be emperor of Rome.” Not one of the 
Roman emperors ever had ſuch faith in prog- 
noſtications as Tiberius; yet ſome of his 
ideas were not altogether abſurd. Nothing 
however made a deeper impreſſion on his 
mind than the late determination reſpect- 
ing the two princes, Which had ſuch an ef- 
fe& on him, that he already conſidered his 
grandſon in the light of a man doomed to 
deſtruction; and what aggravated his 
wretchedneſs was, that himſelf only was 
blameable for that inquiſitiveneſs which 
deſtroyed the peace of his mind; whereas 
he might have lived at his eaſe, without 
ſeeking to know the hidden councils of 
providence. day 

Being diſappointed in his wiſh reſpecting 
the ſucceſſion, he was but ill diſpoſed to 
congratulate the future emperor on the good 


fortune that awaited him ; yet, as, on this 


occaſion, it was neceſſary that ſomething 
ſhould be ſaid, he addrefled the fortunate 


mit to his care the government of the 


in the govern- Roman empire, notwithſtanding Tiberius 


ment. 


The Empe- 


was more nearly allied to him in blood : | 
but, in this, he ſaid, he acted in conſe- | 


quence of having ſeriouſly revolved the 
matter in his mind, and conſulted the will 
of the gods. He then ſolemnly adjured 


Caus to teſtify every poflible proof of eſ- | 


teem and affection towards his brother Ti- 
berids, ih grateful acknowledgment of the 
honours to which he was on the point of 
ſucceeding ; adding, that his own ſecurity 
and happineſs would in a great meaſure de- | 
pend on his benevolence towards Tiberius. | 
Caius {olemnly promiſed a ſtrict obedience 
to the. emperor's commands: but he was 
no ſooner in poſſeſſion of power, than, as the 
late emperor had foreſeen, he cauſed Ti- 
berius to be put to death; and in a few years 
he loſt his own life by aſſaſſination. 
A few days after declaring Caius his 


tor des, and ſucceſſor, Tiberius died, having reigned 


Caiuslucceeds 


him, 


twenty-two years, five months, and thic- 
teen days. Caius was the fourth of the 


1. 
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OF. THE JEWS, [Bom 


poſition fierce; tyrarinicat and eruel j 
deſcription, and his conduct * 
nobility was more rigorous than they had 
ever before experienced. His barbarities 
were ſo exceſſive, that immediate death 
from him was confidered as an act of 
mercy. '' Reet ür ene g ini, 
Upon hearing of the emperor's death, 
Marſyas, Agrippa's' freed · man, haſtened 
with the news to his patron, and finding 
him preparing to go into the bath, he 
whiſpeted to him in the Hebrew language, 
The lion is dead.“ The officer having 
the care of Agrippa, obſetving that tlie 
intelligence communicated was of a pleaſ- 


the particulars thereof. Agrippa at firſt 
heſitated ; but after ſome entreaty, he ex- 
plained the information he had received, 
whereupon the officer congratulated him, 
and then invited him to partake of an ele- 
gant ſupper. - During the entertainment, a 
meſſenger arrived with news that Cæſat 
was out of danger, and would ſpecdily ar- 
rive in town. This intelligence ſurpriſed 
the officer having the cuſtody of Agtippa, 
and being apprehenſive that he ſhould be 
put to death for having joined his priſoner 
in rejoicing at the ſuppoſed death of the 
emperor, he puſhed ' his gueſt from his 
ſeat, threatening to puniſh him ſeverely 
for the deception he had practiced. He 
then directed Agrippa to be put again in 
chains, and to be more ſtrictly confined 
and watched than before. Agrippa paſled 
the night in a moſt diſagreeable manner: 
but in the morning-a rumour prevailed 
that the Emperor was dead, on which oc- 
caſion the people offered ſacrifices of joy. 
Soon after this report, two letters were re- 
ceived fromCaius, one to the ſenate, in form- 
ing them that he was appointed ſucceſſor to 
forming Tiberius; and another to Piſo, go- 
governor of the city, to the ſame effect. 
Theſe letters ordered that Agrippa ſhould be 
diſcharged from priſon and allowed to live in 
his former houſe; to that, though till in 2 
kind of cuſtody, he was eaſed of his moſt pain- 
ful apprehenſions, and conſidered himſelf astn 
a ſtate of enlargement Soon afterwards, Caius 
came to Rome, and brought with him the 
body of Tiberius, which was interred in 2 
moſt ſumptuous manner. The emperor 
would have diſcharged Agrippa, but was 
oppoſed by Antonia; not for want of 
affection to the party, but that ſhe thought 
it would be rather indecent to haſten the 
diſcharge ; and, as Tiberius had committed 
the priſoner, it would be deemed a kind of 
inſult on his memory. In a few days, 
however, Caius ſent for him to his palace, 
and having given directions that he ſhould 
be ſhavefl and properly dreſſed, he cauſed 


| 


Roman emperors. Tiberius was of a diſ- 


a crown to be put on his head, as the ſuc- 


l 


| ccfNor 


1 BY FLAVIUS, JOSEPHUS. | 


L 4 
ceſſor to the tetrarchy which: had been, poſ- 
ſeſſed by Philip: he likewiſe, created him 
King, beſtowed on him the tetrarchy of 
1 Lyſania, and gave him a chain of gold of || baths, either for health or pleafure, ere 
mW the ſame weight as that of iron which he ambitious of excelling each ther in the 
had worn in priſon. Marcellus Was now ſplendor and elegance of their buildings. 
ſent as gorernot to Judea by Cmius. When Herod arriwed here, he paid his re- 
When Caius Cæſar was in the ſecond ſpects to Caius; and Fortunatus aloft in 
ear of his reign, Agrippa entreated his the fame moment, delivered his lettets, 
permiſſion to retire into his own country, || which the emperor having read. found they 
to adjuſt his private affairs, promiſing to || contained two charges againſt Herod; the Herod accu 
return in a limitted time. His country- || firſt of which was fis being concerned in {4 of con- 
men were greatly ſurpriſed to behold A- || the conſpiracy of Sejanus againſt Tiberius, Nang 


Compagne, five, furlongs from Puteoli, a 
place diſtinguiſhed by its royal pal 3 as 
the emperors who frequented the hot 


grippa with a crown upon his head. The 
frequent changes of his ſituation from one 
extreme to the other, occaſioned them to 
reflect with wonder on the inſtability of 
all human affairs. Some conſidered him as 
a ſingularly fortunate man, ſince he had, 
with uncommon fortitude, ſupported him- 
ſelf under, and, at length, reſcued himſelf 
from the moſt preſſing difficulties and em- 
barraſſments ; while others were fo aſ- 
toniſhed at the late unexpected revolution, 
that they could ſcarcely give credit to the 
evidence of their own ſenſes. 


CHAP. IX. 


| Wired Being accuſed of conſpiracy, he ac- 


day en- 
ws of her 
der ad- 


een it, 


knowledges the charge, and is condemned 
to perpetual exile. Herod offers favour to 
Herodias, which ſhe rejects, and is baniſb- 
ell, together with her huſband. The im- 
pious arrogance of Caius. 
HE pride of Herodias, ſiſter of A- 
1 grippa, 
tetrarch of Galillee, and of Perea beyond the 
Jordan, was extremely mortified by the 
circumſtance of her brother, who had been 
ſo lately compelled to abſcond from his 
creditors, being ſo greatly advanced above 
her huſband in public honours and dignity. 
She therefore addreſſed herſelf to Herod, 
urging him'to repair to Rome for the pur- 
poſe of ſoliciting diſtinftions equal to 
thoſe conferred upon Agrippa. Herod did 


* 


not Arte undertaking the propoſed jour- 
ney, b 


ut his wife becoming ſtill more im- 
portunate, he yielded to her requeſt, and 
they {et out together for Rome. Being in- 


formed of all their motions, Agrippa con- 


ſerted means for diſappointing the ex- 
pectations of Herod and Herodias. Hav- 
ing prepared letters and preſents for rhe 
emperor, he directed Fortunatus, his freed- 


man, to hold himſelf in readineſs to fail 
for Rome, whenever it ſhould be known 


that Herod had embarked; giving particular 
inſtruction's for his conduct when he ſhould 
arrive in that capital. 


Fortunatus having a favourable paſſage, 


he arrived at Puteoli at the ſame time that 
Herod did; but it happened that the em- 


Þeror was now at Baia, a ſmall town in 


and wife of Herod, the 


and the other, taking part with Artabanus, 
the Parthian, againſt Caius, in proof of 
which Agrippa urged that he had then a 


magazine of arms for ſeventy thouſand men. 


Caius, inflamed at this news, inſtantly 
aſked Herod if he was thus formidably pro- 
vided ; when he acknowleded the fact. The 
emperor immediately deprived him of his 
government, and ſeized his money, both 
of which he gave to Agrippa, as a reward 
for the diſcovery he had made. Herod he 


| doomed to perpetual exile at Lyons, a capi- FI con- 


tal city of France; but with regard to He- demned to 
| perpetual 
exile, 


rodias, ſiſter to, Agrippa, he permitted her 
to retain all her private property, nor doom- 
ed her to a ſhare in her huſband's misfor- 
tunes, ſaying, he would treat her with leni- 
ty for the ſake of her brother. When He- 
rodias heard this determination, ſhe ad- 
dreſſed Caius, ſaying, ** You have decreed 
like a magnanimous empefor ;z permit me 
to behave like an obedient wife. It will be 
out of my power to enjoy the effects of your 
liberality ; for I cannot deem it Juſt or hon- 
ourable to abandon my huſband in his diſ- 
treſs, after having partaken of all the ad- 
antages of his more auſpicious fortune.” 
Caius was exceedingly offended at this 
dignity of mind in a woman, and conſidet- 
ing her behaviour as an affront to himſelf, 
he ſeized her effects, and ordered that ſhe 
ſhould be baniſhed and confined with her 
buſband: Thus was Herodias ſubjected to 
the vengeance of Heaven, as a puniſhment 
for the. envy ſhe had entertained towards 
her brother; Herod was puniſhed in the 
manner above deſcribed for having commit- 
ted an unjuſtifiable act in purſuance of her 


advice. 


During the two firſt years of his reign, 


|Caius governed the empire according to the 


dictates of prudence and moderation; but 
after the expiration of that time, he be- 
came ſo exceſſively vain and arrogant, and 
was ſo intoxicated with the poſſeſſion of 


power, that he blaſphemouſly demanded 


divine honours ſhould be paid him. 
CHAP. X. 


A diſagreement between the Fewws and the 
Greeks of Alexandria. Apion and Philo 


| 


Principal 


Herodies alſe 
baniſhed, 
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Principal ambaſſuaor of the tontending\not to compel them to alt agpdinſt che 


parties. (3.8 a \ 


A _ Contention | ariſing between the 
Jews and the Greeks of Alexandria, 


it was agreed, that each party ſhould de“ 
pute three ambaſladors to. adjuſt the con- 
troverſy in the preſence of Cæſar; and of theſe 
the principal were Apion and Philo. Among 
other objections againſt the conduct of the 
Jews, Apion alledged, that notwithſtanding 
temples and altars were erected to the honour 


Apion pleads 
-againſt the 

Jews; nonou 
| of Caius in the various parts of the uni- 
verſe, and the ſame honours paid to him 


as to the gods, yet the tefraftory Jews 
alone refuſed to ſwear by his name, and to 


dedicate images to Cæſar. After Apion 
had concluded his ſpeech, in which he 
uſed his utmoſt endeavours for exaſperating 
the emperor againſt the Jews, Philo was 
preparing to ſpeak in the defence of thoſe 
people, when the emperor peremptorily 
commanded him to depart from the palace. 
Upon this, Philo turning to the Jews that 
were near him, admoniſhed them not to 
deſpond; for though Caius was unjuſtly 
prejudiced againſt them, the Almighty 
would moſt aſſuredly prove their friend. 


CHAP.' XL 


Philo encou- 
rages them. 


Various particulars in conſequence of the 
order of Caius for erecting a ſtatue to his 


dictates of their confciences; and the cu. 
toms of their religion. They faid, that if 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to erect a ſtatue 
in their temple, the beft previous ſtep thar 
ould be taken would be to ſacrifice their 
lives, and then the troops might act a9 
they thought proper: but that; while they 
had the power of reſiſtance, they would 
never admit 4 violation of thoſe laws and 
precepts which they hed received from 
their illuſtrious anceſtors, through ſuch + 
long line of generations. Petronius ſaid in 
reply, that he might probably comply with 
their deſires, were he at liberty to a4 
according to his own ſentiments; but he 
[was under the neceſſity of enforcing the 
emperor's commands. Upon this, the 
Jews detlared, that a regard to their per- 
(onal ſafety ſhould not prevail upon them 
to become inactive ſpectators of the moſt 
abominable profanation, which would ine. 
vitably ſubje& them to the dreadful wrath 
of the Almighty; * 8 | 
Perceiving that the people were inflexible 
n their determination, and that if he pro- 
ceeded to erect the ſtatue, a great effuſion 
of human blood would be unavoidable, 
Petronius, accompanied by his friends and 
domeſtics, retired to Ptolemais, there to 
remain till he ſhould be better informed of 
the ſentiments, manners, and cuſtoms of 


Caius orders 

his ſtatue to 

be ſet P in 
E. 


the temp 


The Jews ex- Jews to obedience. 
ſtulate with 


Petronius. 


ready for action in the ſpring. 


the people with whom it was his buſineſs 
the Yews. Petronius informed of theſto treat. Many thouſands of the I us re 
death of Cains. paired in a body to Petronius, earneſtly 
ſſupplicating, that he would not provoke 
HE refuſal of the Jews to ſubmit toſche people to meaſures of deſperation by 
the orders of Caius, incenſed himſattempting to profane their holy temple by 

in ſo high a degree, that he immediatelyſthe introduction of forbiden images. Upon 
diſpatched Petronius into Syria, to ſupplyſthis, Petronius cautioned them againſt 
the place of Vitellius, and gave him ordersſinflaming the diſpleaſure of Ceſar, with 
to enter Judea with a powerful army, andſẽwhom they were unequal to maintain a 
there erect his ſtatue in the temple; ſaying, ſcontention in war with the ſmalleſt proſ- 
that if the Jews readily acquieſced in thisſpect of ſucceſs. They replied, that they 
proceeding, no farther notice ſhould beſhad no hoſtile deſigns, but that they would 
taken: but if they made any oppoſition toſyield up their lives rather than ſubmit to 
it, they ſhould be compelled to a com - an impious infringement of their ſacred 
pliance by force of arms. religion. They then proſtrated themſelves 
Petronius loſt no time in making pre- ſon the ground, and made bare their necks, 
parations to execute the commands of theſthereby intimating that they would rather 
emperor; for which purpoſe he aſſembledſdie than ſuffer the ſtatue to be erected. 
two Roman legions, and a number of||In this ſtate of deſpondency they continued 
auxiliary troops, which he fixed in winter- for the ſpace of about forty days, neglect- 
quarters at Ptolemais, that they might beſing to plow and ſow the earth, and all 
le ſentſother buſineſs of hufbandry that the 
repeated accounts of his proceedings toſſeaſon of the year required to be per- 
Caius, who made proper acknowledg- formed. 


meats of his diligence, and gave him direc- F Several of the Jewiſh nobility and other 
ple of diſtinction, among whom were 


honour in Fudea. A commotion among 


tions to proceed with reſolution, ſaying he 
was determined to reduce the obſtinate Ariſtobulus, the brother of king Agrippa, 
jand Elcias, firnamed the Great, recom- 

At this period immenſe multitudes offmended Petronius to conſider what fatal 
Jews reſortcd to Petronius at Ptolemais, ſconſequences might enſue from driving 
entreating him in the moſt earneſt manner, the people to extremities; adviſing him 
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to repreſent to Cæſar the difficulty of the all that had happened, mentioning the 8 


caſe, and the determined ſpirit of the Jews, 


ſes the 


pv 


u ad · Petronius now gave notice for the Jews 


mitt Tibe- 


commended: the people to return to their 


people began to entertain apprehenſions 


unexpected relief the Jews conſidered as a 


who, on account of their diſtreſſes, had 
neglected to cultivate their lands, though 
not from rebellious motives, but from a 
reſolution rather to die, than ſuffer fuch an 
affront as was intended to their religion. 
Knowing the raſh and revengeful diſ- 
poſition of Caius, and his turbulency when 
his commands were not inſtantly executed, 
and at the ſame time holding the pleaſure 
of Heaven in bigh veneration, Petronius 
was at a loſs how to act. After ſerious 
deliberation, he, at length, determined, 
at the hazard of his own fafety, to write| 
to the emperor, ſtating all the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, hoping thereby to ob- 
tain favour for a people whom he thought 
both innocent and oppreſſed. 


to aſſetnble at Tiberias; and immenſe num- 
bers of them having repaired thither, he 
addrefled a ſpeech to them expreſſing, that 
fince he was perſuaded they acted in de- 
fence of their laws and religion, and in 
purſuance of the dictates of their conſcience, 
he would immediately diſpatch an expreſs 
to the emperor, informing him of their 
reſolution reſpeRing his order for placing 
the ſtatue in the temple, and purſue every 
means in his power for prevailing upon 
him to relinquiſh his deſign of defiling the 
holy building. He then fervently prayed 
that their religion might be preſerved from 
all contamination, and that the extreme 
anxietv of the emperor for the advancement 
of his honour might not in this inſtauce be 
imputed to him as a crime, If his inter- 
ference ſhould provoke the emperor's diſ- 
pleaſure, he ſhould be content to forfeit his 
life, ſo that he ſhould only live to be the 
inſtrument of preſerving: ſo many worthy 
men from the danger with which they were 
threatened, on account of acting from the 
utmoſt purity of intention. He then re- 


reſpective habitations, and again attend to 
the cultivation of their lands, reſting firmly 
allured of all his intereſt with the emperor 
to procure them perfect ſatisfaction. 
Immediately after Petronius had con- 
cluded his ſpeech, a ſhower of rain deſ- 
cended, though the ſky. was remarkably 


clear, not being obſcured by a ſingle cloud. || 


A drought had ſo long prevailed, that the 


— 


that their lands would never again be re— 
freſhed with rain. This ſeaſonable and 


certain evidence that Heaven approved the 
good intentions of Petronius, Who was as 
ſtrongly impreſſed with this opinion as any 
man among the Jews. | 

Petronius wrote to Caius an account of 


— 


reſolute to act in defence of their religious 
principles. If force was employed againſt 
theſe people, his revenues would of neceſ- 
fity be diminiſhed, his life be rendered 
unhappy, and his charaQer be diſgraced: 
He concluded with ſaying, the Jews wete 
a people peculiarly acceptable to the Al- 
mighty, who had been pleaſed to manifeſt 
his favour towards them by divers mira- 
culous operations. 


viſit to Caius; and gave him an entertain 


expence, exceeded every thing of the 

kind that had been known. In return the 

emperor determined to compliment Agrip- 
pa, and when ſomewhat -elevated with 
wine, he mentioned the proofs of friend- 
{hip he had received from him in the time 
of 'Piberius, at the riſk of his own ſafety ; 
laying, that in acknowledgement of thoſe 
obligations, and the additional one of the 
late ſplended treat, in which the conveni- 
ence of the entertainer was leſs conſulted 
than the honour of the gueſt, he was de- 
termined to augment his former bounties 
in a manner that ſhould not prove an in- 
conſiderable advancement of the fortune o 

Agrippa. 8 x 

Having thus ſaid, Caius waited in expec- 
tation that Agrippa would have ſolicited 
lands, commiſſions, or even provinces and 
revenues, which he was well diſpoſed to 
grant; but Agrippa, though previouſly de- 
termined what to aſk, omitted to make 
his requeſt at preſent, conceiving it might 
be done with a better grace in the ſequel of 
the converſation ;z but he addreſſed the em- 
peror as follows: „“ As I had no private 
view in the little ſervices I was happy 
enough to render you in the days of Tibe- 
rius, ſo I have no farther wiſh at preſent 
than the honour of your friendſhip'; and 


— — 


permit me now to make my moſt grateful 
acknowledgments for the favours I have 


bitious of any farther gratification,” “ 
Caius wondered at this inſtance of mo- 
deration; but ſtill he was determined that 
he ſhould aſk ſome favour, and that, what- 
ever it was, it ſhould be complied with : 
and having intimated his ſentiments, A- 
grippa ſaid, Since your benevolence lays 
this command upon me, I wilt preſume to 
offer you one requeſt ; I will neither aſk 
you for wealth nor honour; fince' your 
bounty has already beſtowed enough of both 
on me; but your compliance with my pre- 


— 


5Q {ent 


though I am not unacquainted that you 
have many valuable gifts in your diſpoſal, 


received, and to declare that I am not am- 


probable conſequence of rendering deſperate writes to . | 
an immenſe multitude of people inflexibly Caius in fa- 

| vour of the 
Jews. 


1 the letter from Petronius arrived Agrippa 8. 

at ome, king 1 | | tercedes with 
, King Aprippa was there on a N. 

” halt of the 


ment, which, in point of magnificence and eus. 
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Caius dies. 
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ſent requiſition will render you equally the 
favourite of God and man; and if I can 
but obtain this favour, in addition to all 
thoſe with which I have been already obli- 
ged, my fame will be eſtabliſhed to fu- 
ture times. All I have to requeſt is, that 
your order to Petronius, for erecting your 
ſtatue in the temple of the Jews, may be 
recailed.“ 5 3 

In conſequence of this application, Caius 
wrote to Petrouius, ſaying, if he had erect- 
ed the ſtatue it was to remain, but if 
not, he was to concern himſelf no farther 
on that account, but to diſmiſs the troops 
he had collected, and return into Syria; 
adding, that he was willing to pardon the 
diſobedience of the Jews, in conformity 
with the interceſſion of his reſpected friend 
Agrippa. 

This letter was written Before the rebel- 
lious intention of the Jews was known; 
but when Cæſar was informed of their de- 
termination to oppoſe his commands, he 
was highly exaſperated againſt them, 
and diſpatched a letter to Petronius, accu- 
ſing him of having been prevailed upon by 
bribe< to neglect his duty, and threatening 


to inflict upon him the moſt exemplary 


puniſhment, as a warning to poſterity that 
the authority of princes was not to be tri- 
fled with. The meſſenger entruſted with 
this ietter having a flow paſſage, he did not 
deliver it till Petronius had received news 
of the death of Caius, who was cut off 
while giving indulg-nce to his intolerable 
vanity, and blaſphemous preſumption of de- 
manding to be diſtinguithed by divine ho- 
nours. Petronius received the thanks of 
the Romans as well as of the Provincials 
for his great public ſervices, and in particu- 
lar he was complimented by the principal 
members of the ſenate, in treating whom 
with contempt and indignity, the emperor 
had been accuſtomed to take peculiar de- 
light. The particulars of the conſpiracy 
againſt Caius will be related in the follow- 


ing pages. 
HAP. W. 


The diſtreſſes of the Jeus of Meſopotamia 
and Babylm. Account of the brothers, 
Arſineus and Anileus. The Fews and 
Babylonians at variance, A flaughter of 


Jitty thouſand Fews, 


N the province of Babylon is a city na- 
med Nearda®*, a place diſtinguiſhed by 

its populouſneſs, yet fo fruitful that the in- 
habitants can ſubſiſt by its produce: it has 
a wall and fortifications for its defence, and 
is almoſt ſurronnded by the River Eu- 


— 


— — 


* Naarda, according to Stephanus Byzant. 
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phrates. In this province and on the ſame 
river, is a city called Niſibis. Theſe pla- 
ces being excecdingly ſtrong, the Jews, from 
time to time, depoſited therein the hol 
treaſure, in order for its being tranſmitted to 
Jeruſalem, whither, at appointed times, 
it was carried under ſtrong convoys, leſt it 
ſhould be ſeized by the Parthians, who 
were at that time in poſſeſſion of Babylon. 
Among the Jews of Nearda were two Aba 
brothers, named Aſineus and Anileys, Anites 
They were the ſons of a widow, who hag l 
placed them out to learn the art of we” 
ing ſail-cloth, which is no difreputable pro- 
feſſion in that country, where it is even com. 
mon for men to card and ſpin. As it hap- 
pened that the two brothers came too lateone 
day to their work, their maſter was ſevere 
upon them for their neglect, in reſentment 
for which they armed themſelves with the 
firſt offenſive weapons they could ſeize, and 
retired to a place where the river divided, 
which was diſtinguiſhed by affording plen- 
ty of corn, graſs, fruit, and every for: of 
| proviſion proper for winter ſtore. While 
they were in this fituation, a number of 
tout young men, whoſe neceſſities tempted 
them to ſeek relief, reſorted to them, and 
enliſted under their command, and taking 
| Up arms, no perſon dared to oppoſe their 
proceedings. The brothers being thus re- 
inforced, erected a ſtrong fort, and ſent 
out a great number of emiſſaries, to raiſe 
contributions throughout the country. 
Theſe were commiſſioned to offer friend. 
ſhip and protection to all that ſubmitted to 
their demands, and to denounce vengeance 
againſt all that reſuſed compliance; ſo that 
the people were under a ſort of neceſſity 
of coming into terms; for by this time 
the party was grown ſo numerous, that 
there could be no thought of reſiſting ; 
and even the king of Parthia began to be 
alarmed at the infurre&ion, - 
On receiving intelligence of this affair, The pure 
the prince of Babylon deeming it his du- 1 ny 
ty to ſuppreſs the ſedition before it grew to prizethemd 
too great a head, collected his troops the S004 
throughout the diſtricts of Parthia and Ba- 
bylon, and immediately marched with the 
greateſt part of his army, hoping to come 
up with the mutineers in time to attack 
them by ſurprize. Marching by defiles 
and croſs- paths, he reached the ſkirts of a 
tract of mooriſh ground, and there halted; 
and preſuming that as the next day was the 
Sabbath, the inſurgents would not then at- 
tempt reſiſtance, he advanced ſlowly in 
urſuit of them. Is 
Aſineus and his companions were at 
this time repoſing themſelves on a bank, 
with their arms laying by them. Arſine- 
us ſaying to his followers, that he thought 
he heard the trampling of horſes, ſcouts 
were 
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were diſpatched to learn whether his con- brother of the ſingular reſpe& that Arta- 
jectures was founded in truth; and upon their ||banus had expreſſed for them both, and 
return, they reported, that a body of caval-¶ informed him by what ſolemn oaths and 
ry was approaching ſufficiently numerous ||proteſtations he had expreſſed the ſince- 
to trample them to death, fince they were ||rity of his regard, Aſineus was induced 
prohibited by the laws of their religion to comply with the king's requeſt. They 
from making reſiſtance on their Sabbath. || were received by Artabanus with every 
Aſineus exhorted them to diſmiſs an un- [| appearance of friendſhip : but the king re- 
reaſonable prejudice, the influence of which || marking the diſagreeable figure of Afineus, 
| might lead to inevitable deſtruction ; and and conſidering the dignity of his mind, 
1 finding his arguments prevail, he led them would frequently obſerve, that“ the foul 
againſt the enemy, who being unprepared || of that man was not formed for his body.” 
for an encounter, their main body was|| Being one day at table with him, the king, 
routed, and great numbers of them ſlain || addreſſing himſelf to his general Abdagaſus, 
upon the ſpot, | ſpoke in the higheſt terms of the martial 
= The news of this victory gave the king || exploits of Aſineus, whom he repreſented 
WT. c-of Parthia ſo high an opinion of the intre- || as a miracle of valour. To this Abdaga- 
= pidity of the brothers, that he became de- || ſus made no other reply; than ſimply to 
ee firous of forming a league with them, || beg the king's permiſſf ut his th 
tie bio- | 3 1, g the Kings permiſſion to cut his throat, 
w judging them capable of rendering him || in revenge for the injuries ſuſtzined by the 
very eſſential ſervices. He therefore dif- || Parthians. In anſwer hereto Artabanus 
patched a meſſenger to inform them, that || ſaid, © Moſt certainly I ſhall never permit 
notwithſtanding the injury he had ſuſtained || ſuch an inſult to be offered to a man who 
by the late inroad made into his territory, || has entruſted his ſafety to my honour, and 
in conſideration of the very advantageous || whom Iam bound, by the ſacred obliga- 
character he had heard of them, he was tions of an oath, to protect: but if you are 
delirous of contracting a league of friend- ||diſpoſed to give a convincing proof of your 
ſhip with them; and to requeſt a confer- courage, you may find a method of vindi- 
ence with them; pledging his honour for ||cating the honour of the Parthians, without 
their ſafe conduct, to and from the court a violation of my oath ; for you have only 
of Parthia. | to attack him on his return, and not in- 
Notwithſtanding the frankneſs of the in- ſorm me of your intention.“ 
vitation, Aſineus judged it not prudent to Early on the following morning, the 
undertake the journey; but Anileus waited ||king ſent for Afineus, and adviſed him ,,,.c...; 
vpon the king with ſuch preſents as he was || to return to his former reſidence, leſt by adiſmiſſes 
able to procure, and was received with the longer ſtay he ſhould be expoſed to the ef- 8 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions of good will and fects of the reſentment of the officers of his giving "i 
friendſhip. Artabanus enquired the rea-||army ; recommending him to uſe his ut- the command 
ſon of his not being accompanied by Afi-|| moſt endeavours in preſerving the pro- Babylon. 
neus, when he replied, that his brother, ||vince of Babylon in tranquillity, and pro- 
conſidering his preſent fituation as perfect-¶tecting it from robberies: and adding, 
Iv ſecure, was unwilling to hazard either || that in return for the confidence Aſineus 
his life or liberty. Upon this Artabanus || had repoſed in him, he would, on all oc- 
| ſwore by his gods; that no kind of injury || caſions, conſult his honour and ſafety equal- 
4 ſhould be offered to either of the brothers, ly with his own. The king then diſmiſs- 
| and to ratify his oath he gave his right||ed him with a number of preſents of high 
hand to Anileus, which ceremony the value. 174 
Barbarians deem the moſt ſacred pledge of Upon his return to his government, Aſi- 
faith that one man can give to another. neus aſſiduouſly applied himſelf in building, 
Artabanus having given this aſſurance to] repairing and enlarging the caſtles and forts 
Anileus, ſent him back to his brother; wherever occaſion required. In fine, he 
and conceived great hopes of the ſervices||a&ted with ſo much wifdom, prudence and 
that might be rendered to him by their ||({pirit in the diſcharge of his commiſſion, 
Joint endeavours to keep in awe thoſe pro- ||that, in ſo ſhort a time, no man ever ac- 
vinces that ſeemed inclined to revolt. The ||quired fo great a ſhare of power and repu- 
king likewiſe conſidered, that while he ||tation, He gained the friendſhip of the 
was employed in ſuppreſſing a rebellion in ||principal people of Babylon, and of the 
one part of his dominions, Aſineus might ||governors and commanders in Parthia ; and 
do him great injury-in the neighbourhood [nearly the whole of Meſopotamia became 
of Babylon, by ſupplying himſelf with ſubject to his authority. | + 48 
men, and taking poſſefſion of the ſtrong || For the ſpace of fifteen years, the affairs 
forts, His ſending for Aſineus, therefore, of the brothers were in every reſpect proſ- 
was founded in good policy. || perous, and their conduct afforded univer- 
Anileus having made a report to his al ſatisfaction. At length, they wa. adage 
e 
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ed from theic exemplary piety, neglected 
the ſtudy and practice of virtue, indulged 
themſelves in ſenſualities, and admitted fo- 
reign innovations; and in proportion as 
they became thus abandoned, their repu- 
tation declined. A Parthian governor com- 


ing into thefe provinces, accompanied by 
his wife, a woman highly celebrated for | 
her beauty and the accompliſhments of her | 
mind, Anileus, either in conſequence of 


ſeeing her, or from the report of her ex- 
traordinary qualifications, became paffion- 
ately enamoured of her, and with a view 
to gratify his deſires, he waged war againſt 
her huſbind, whom having killed in the 
firſt encounter, the lady became ſubject to 
his power, and he took her to his bed. 
This adventure was productive of dread- 
ful misfortunes to the brothers. This wo- 
man was accuſtomed conſtantly to carry 


about her ſuch idols as were worſhipped by | 


the Barbarians, and privately to pay ado- 
ration to them, as opportunities offered : 
but when Anileus acknowledged her for 
his wife, ſhe ſcrupled not in the molt pub 


tic manner to exerciſe her idolatrous re- | 


ligion. 


One of the moſt eminent of the people: 
having diſcharged his conſcience by com- 

taining of the affronts offered to religion; 
he was ſtabbed upon the ſpot, and with his 


dying breath, he uttered a prophetical im- 


precation againſt the brothers and their 


abettors. May they be purſued, ex- 


A curſe pro- claimed he, by the vengeance of Heaven, 


rounced for the inſults they have offered to religion, 
upon the 


others and and their breach of the ſacred ties of friend- 


[Book y 
ture, he endeavoured to extenuate his br. 
ther's criminality. The clamours of the 
public every day increaſing, he at length re- 
rovedAnileus for his late conduct, and advi. 
{ed him to ſend his wife back to her friends: 
but his admonitions proved wholly ineffec. 
tual. Finding the populace highly exaſpe- 
rated, and apprehending that ſome miſchief 
might happen to Anileus on her account, 
ſhe cauſed his brother to be poiſoned, en- 
tertaining no fear for her own fafety, ſince 
if any complaint ſhould be alledged againſt 
her, a fond huſband would be her judge. 
The whole power having now devolved 
to Anileus, he collected his army, and 


made an incurſion into the country of 


Mithridates, the ſon of Artabanus, and a 


perſon of great diſtinction among the Par- 


thians. Here he found a great plenty of 
money, ſlaves, and cattle, with other effects 
of conſiderable value, all of which he car- 
ried away. At this period Mithridates was 
at no great diltance, and being informed 
of the inroad made on his dominions, he 
ſelected a conſiderable number of his beſt 
troops, and advanced to give battle to 


| | Anileus, The following day being the 
The moſt zealous friends of the brothers | | 


were highly diſguſted with Anileus for hav- | 
ing eſpouſed a Barbarian and an idolatreſs. | 


Sabbath of the Jews, he ſtopt that night 
at a village, intending to attack the enemy 
by ſurprize the following day. Now it 
happened that a Syrian in the neighbour- 
hood had intelligence of this deſign, which 
he communicated to Anileus, at the ſame 
time giving him information where Mithri- 
dates was to be that night at a grand ſupper, 
Hereupon Anileus marched againſt the 
enemy, and attacking them by -{urpriſe in 
the night, about the time of the fourth 
watch, took many of them priſoners while 
aſleep, and the reſt ſought for ſafety 


ein friends, ſhip, May the afflictions they have heaped || in flight. Mithridates being made a pri- ia 
upon others fall upon their own heads ! || ſoner, he was placed naked upon an aſsz ud 
May the brothers be puniſhed as the au- || a fituation confidered by the Parthians asd 
thors of this act of treachery and unpro- || the moſt degrading and ignominious to 
voked barbarity, and their aſſociates for aſ- | which a man can be reduced. In this 
fiſting in the murder of the protector of || manner Mithridates was conveyed to a 
their laws and liberties, whom it was their || neighbouring wood, where ſeveral of the 
duty to defend from injury.” | friends of Anileus adviſed that he might be 
The death of this worthy man was || put to death: but this was oppoſed by their 
highly afflicting to the people, who, how- || leader, who addreſſed them to the follow- 
ever, reſtrained their reſentment for ſome || ing effect: This is one of the moſt diſ- 
time, in conſideration of the former good- || tinguiſhed men in the whole country; and 
neſs of the brothers; but, at length, an || he is allied to the royal family. Though 
undiſguiſed profeſſion of idolatry provoked || he is in our power, I am diſpoſed to ſpare 
them beyond endurance, and great nums || his life, as a means of ſecuring an intereſt 
bers of them aſſembling, they repaired to || that may eſſentially operate to our advan- 
Aſineus, complaining of the proceedings of || tage upon any future emergency. Be at- 
his brother, and urging him to purſue the || ſured that the king would avenge the death 
neceſſary meaſures for preventing fature || of Mithridates upon all the Jews of Baby- 
ill conſequences, or a popular tumult would || lon, whoſe welfare it is our duty to conſult, 
aſſuredly enſue. He acknowledged that | both on account of our affinity, and as 2 
the remonſtrances were founded in juſtice; || meaſure of prudence. The events of war 
but pleading the frailties of human yy being uncertain, it is proper, in ene. 2 
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diſaſter ſhould befal us, that we ſeeure a 
retreat. 

The people concurring in opinion with 
Anileus, Mithridates was reſtored to li- 
berty. Upon his wife being informed of 
the conditions on which he had obtained 
his freedom, ſhe ſeverely upbraided him, 
ſaying that he who had ſo often vanquiſhed 
the Jews, ought not to have accepted his 
life as an act of their bounty; and ſhe con- 
cluded with ſwearing to the powers pro- 


tecting the thrones of kings, that if he did that 


not retrieve his character, ſhe would abandon 


him. Apprehending that her haughty ſpi- 


rit would induce her to apply for a divorce, 
he marched againſt Anileus. 

Being informed of the approach of Mi- 
thridates, Anileus was determined to give 
him battle in the open field, and in full 


confidence of victory, marched againſt 


him; whoſe men being refreſhed and in 
high ſpicits, furiouſly. attacked and-rout® 
ed him, putting ſeveral thouſands of his 
followers to death. Anileus and others 
who eſcaped, retired 20 a neighbonring 
forest. dal 0b th 

After the defeat, great numbers of dif 
orderly people reſorted to the army of Ani- 


leus, ſo that its e number was ſoon 


compleated ; but "theſe troops were alto- 
gether undiſciplined, and by no means fo 
valiant as thoſe he had loft. - Notwith- 
ſtanding this diſadvantage, he marched into 


the quarters of the Babylonians, and made 


Juſtice ; 


great devaſtation; whereupon the Babylo- 
nians ſent to the Jews. at Nearda, requeſt- 
ing that Anileus might be delivered up to 
but this requiſition could not” be 
complied with, as he was not in their 
power. Propoſals were now ſent to Ani- 
leus, offering terms of peace. Theſe bein 

agreed to, commiſſioners were-deputed by 
the Jews and Babylonians to manage the 
whole buſineſs in diſpute. - The Babylo- 
nians having carefully obſerved the place 


where Anileus and his companions were 


&; leus 201 n 


bleed and 
bis, 


aſſembled, ſurprized them in the night, 
and killed great numbers, Anileus being 
among the ſlain; | 

In ancient tunes perpetual variances had 
happened between the Babylonians and 
Jews, reſpecting their rights, cuſtoms, and 
mode of living. While Anileus was ſup- 
ported by his friends, the Babylontans were 


kept in ſome ſort of awe ;: but after his 
death, they aſſumed courage to affront the 


| 


N 


P 
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berty, 


+ 


niture was depoſited. 


conſpiracy formed againſt them by 


. N 


Jews on every occalivns till they bende 
their lives a burthen to them; and many of 
them were compelled to immediagel y aban- 
don their habitations, and to retire into 


445 


Seleucia, the principal city of that pro- 


vince. This was a place ſacred to li- 
and inhabited by Macedonians, 
Greeks and Syrians. In this city the Jews 
reſided, 3 at their eaſe, for the ſpace of 
five years; and in the ſixth year a violent 
plague raging in Babylon, many more of 
je were compelled to retire into 
SAuba; a circumſtance that gave riſe to 
greater diſtreſs than they had yet known; 
as will appear from the following ſhort 
narrative. 


There were perpetual quarrellings be- 


tween the Greeks and Syrians of this city, 


but in all their diſputes the advantage lay 


on the ſide of the Greeks, till the Jews came 
a brave and' _ " 


thither, who bein 

people, e ther aſſiſtance 
and obtained the advantage. The, Greeks 
finding that they ſhould be ruined unleſs 


they could deſtroy the connection between 


the Syrians and Jews, they privately re- 
forted. to ſome particular friends among the 
Syrians, for their advice how to bring 
matters to an accommodation. The pro- 
oſal was received in an amicable manner, 
and referred to the conſideration of ſome 


principal people of both parties, and they 


ſoon agreed to end the, controverſy, by 


joining againſt the Jews as a common ene- 


my. In purſuance of this agreement, they 


jointly attacked the Jews, when unpre=- 
pared ſor defence, and put upwards of 


fifty thouſand of them to death, not a u 3 of 
man eſcaping who was not A by fity thouſand 


ſome neighbour or friend. e miſerable 


| remainder of theſe people retired to Pteſi- 


phon, a Greek city near Seleucia, the uſual 
winter reſidence of the king of Parthia, 
and the place where his moſt valuable fur- 
In this place the 
Jews eſtabliſhed their reſidence, in the 


of the royal court ; but 'they were under 
ſuch perpetual alarms and terrors from 
the Babylonians and Seleucians, and the 
the 
Syrians, that the greateſt part of them re- 
moved to Nearda' and Nifibis, relying for 


|| fafety on the ſtrength of thoſe places, and 
the bravery of the people by whom mey 


were to be defended. 


Jews ſlain, 


hope of finding protection within the verge 
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The cruelties of the emperor Caius, who calls himſelf the brother of Jupiter, and aemand? 


divine honours. He commits divers acts of impiety. Quintilia put to torture. 


CCOUn? 


of the death of Cains. Aſprenas, Norbanus and Anteius put to death, 


en barbarities of the empe- 


F X ror Caius Caligula towards 

T . 

7 the Jews were not confined 
a 
XX e. © bouring provinces; but he 
extended his inſupportable tyranny to every 
part of the Roman dominions. His ven- 
geance was principally directed towards the 
ſenators, patricians, and the equites or 
knights, a claſs of people in point of 
wealth and dignity next to the ſenate, the 
members of which were frequently ſelected 
from among them. The above and all 
other diſtinguiſhed people were the parti- 
cular objects of his tyranny. He aſſumed 
the appellation of a god, inſiſting that his 
ſubjects ſhould pay him public adoration. 
In the capitol, the moſt famous of the 
Roman temples, he declared himſelf to be 
the brother of Jupiter, and in innumerable 
other inſtances betrayed an equal degree of 

Caius baits; 27rozance, preſumption and vanity. Being 

a bridge from deſirous of paſſing from Puteoli in Cam- 

Pateoli to pania to Miſenum, a town on the oppoſite 


Q to Jeruſalem and the neigh-| 


nary divinity in making the paſſage in a 


veſſel; and therefore he cauſed a bridge to 
be built, extending from one promontory 
to the other, and over this ſtructure he was 
drawn in a chariot, triumphing in the vain 
idea that he had ſubjected both ſea and land 
to his dominion. Caius plundered all the 
temples of Greece of their fineſt paintings, 
ſculptures, and other precious articles de- 


dicated to God, and employed them in 


and 


ornamenting his palaces, gardens, 
houſes of pleaſure; 
univerle, the moſt curious and valuable 
productions could not with propriety be 
depoſited in any other place. He ordered 
Memmius Regulus to cauſe the ineſtimadle 
ſtatue of Olympian Jupiter, the production 


to be removed from Greece to Rome : but 
in this he was not obeyed; for the belt 
artiſts declared, that by the removal of 
the ſtatue, it muſt inevitably be ſpoiled. 

A tradition is preſerved, that during the 


Miſenum. . f 
ſhore of an arm of the ſea thirty ſtadia over, 


time Memmius Regulus had the removal 


he thought he ſhould degrade his imagi- 


of the ſtatue under deliberation, he was 
deterred 


pretending that as 
Rome was the moſt magnificent city in the 


of Phidias, the famous Athenian ſtatuary, 


He pln 
the Greciaa ll 
temples 
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deterred from carrying the project into ef- he apprehended his life to be perpetually 
fect by a moit extraordinary viſion, in con- | in danger from the ferocious diſpoſition of 
ſequence of which be wrote a letter of his maſter, who took every opportunity of 
excuſe to Caius. Had not the death of || upbraiding him with effeminacy: The in- 
the emperor intervened; he would infallibly | ſults he continually received and the danger 
have puniſhed the dilobedience of Mem- | of his ſituation combined to diſpoſe him 
mius by the loſs of his head. [to afliſt in the deſtruction of Caius. Though 
ige of To ſuch an exceſs did the inſolence and [theſe men wete influenced by diſtinct mo- 
ßer vanity of this man arrive, that, upon the] tives, they ated with unanimity in the 
_ ® birth of. a daughter, he cauſed the image | common cauſe, conſidering. themſelves 
ein le of the child to be conveyed into the capitol, | bound in duty to reſcue mankind trom the 
n and placed upon the knee of Jupiter, oppreſſion and bloody outrages of a moſt 
thereby intimating that the infant ſtood || barbarous and unrelenting tyrant. 
in an <qual degree of relationſhip to jupiter It was now the time for performing the 
and himſelf; and he challenged the ſpec- Circus games and exerciſes, on which occa- 
tators to determine which of the fathers | {ion it had been long cuſtomary for the 
was moſt reſpectable. Ihe people enter- || people to be allowed the liberty of peti- 
tained the utmoſt deteſtation of the con- tioning the emperor; and if their demands 
duct of Caius, but ſtill they ſervilely ſub- were not unreaſonable they were generally 
mitted to all his extravagant humours. He||complied with. A great multitude of 
not only gave permiſſion to ſlaves, but even | people having aſſembled, they ſolicited that 
afforded them all poilible encouragement, | part of their taxes and tributes might be 
to alledge charges of whatever nature they || remitted : but inſtead of complying with 
thought proper againſt their maſters: and || their requeſt, the emperor diſcharged the 
thele accuſations proved the more opprefliv- {moſt acrimonious reproaches againſt the 
as they were. conſtantly ſupportei by the || lupplicants, and commanded his guards to 
authority of the emperor, who rewarded | put them to death; in conſequence of which Several peti- 
the informers in proportion to theu | leveral of them were inſtantly flain, This tioners 10 
degree of iniquity. A capital offence laſt act of barbarity inſpired Chereas with ae 4 
was alledged againſt Claudius, the uncle of | additional ardor for ſtopping the bloody | 
Caius, by his bond man, named Pollux; ravages of the tyrant, whom he f{everal 
and on this occaſion Caius preſided on the times intended to deſtroy while he was at 
bench, with a view to precure his uncle table; but he was induced to ſuſpend the At 
to ſutfer the death of a criminal, on a falſe| execution of his deſign from the expectation Þ 
accuſation: but in this deſign, however, | of an opportunity when ſuccefs would be | 
he did not ſucceed. leſs uncertain. Chereus had been captain 4 
The countenance he afforded to de- of the guards a conſiderable time, and he 
tractors and informers of the moſt aban- had now a commithon for collecting cer- 
doned principles and practice having } tain revenues. Moved by the extreme 
given ſlaves a ſuperiority to their patrons, | poverty of many of the people, he was 
and cauſed an infinite number of other moſt | not ſo ſevere in exacting payment of their 
deſperate evils, the people vented the bit- j arrears as the emperor wiſhed. On account 


— 
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: tereſt execrations againſt the emperor, as of this lenity, Caius was accuſtomed to i 
14 the author of the prevailing calamitics, and | reflect upon him as being deſtitute of the 10 
I luggeſted various meaſures for extirpating | ſpirit neceſſary for the diſcharge of his 6.4462; if 

from the earth ſo deteſtable a monſter. duty ; and whenever Chereas applied to l 


fine con= Three conſpiracies were formed for the him for the watch-word, his practice was 
me a. deſlruRion of this cruel tyrant, each faction to give ſome word conveying an infinua- 
dus. pe ing under the command of a leader of tion that he was of a pufillanimous and 
approved bravery; namely, Emilius Re- effeminate temper : but notwithſtanding 
gulus, a Spaniard of Corduba, Caſſius Che- this, Caius himſelf did not ſcruple to aſ- 
reas, the tribune, and Aninius Minucia- | ſume the apparel and ornaments of a 
nus. Emelius Regulus being a man of an woman, and in every reſpect to appear 
honourable and generous diſpoſition, he under the diſguiſe of the female character at 

was an enemy to Caius from a natural ab- certain ceremonies he had eſtabliſhed. 
horrence to every ſpecies of wickedneſs. When Chereas delivered the word to his 
Partly from a perſuaſion that the vengeance || brother officers, it conſtantly rendered him 
of the tyrant would prove fatal to who- an object of deriſion to them, and it was 
ever might incur his diſpleaſure, and partly | ſeldom they failed obſerving to him that 
from a defire of avenging the death of| they expected the word would bear a ridi- 
Lepidus, whom the emperor had murdered, | culous meaning. This mockery of Caius 
the enmity of Minucianus was produced. | at length became fo intolerable to Chereas, 
The office held by Chereas requiring him | that he could no longer refrain from com- 
to be frequently about the emperor's perſon, | municating his purpoſe to his particular 


| friends, 
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friends, in the number of whom was a 
ſenator named Popedius, who had paſled 
the ſeveral degrees of honour, but being 
one of the ſet of Epicurus, his whole 
attention was engroſſed upon indulging his 
deſire of living in perfect eaſe. An accu- 
ſation was made againſt Popedius by Timi- 
dius, his profeſſed enemy, purporting that 
he had made uſe of expreſſions of a dan- 
gerous tendency and violently reflecting 
upon Caius: he pretended that the charge 
he had adduced was founded on the evi- 
dence of Quintilia, a comedian of fingular 


ing, that if the leaſt intimation of the plot 
ſhould tranſpire, the certain conſequence 
would be death to all the parties con- 
—!... SR E 
It is my advice, faid he, that we at- 
tempt not to carry our plot into execution 
till time ſhall afford us a favourable oppo. 
tunity, The years I have paſſed have 
| abated the violence of my paſſions, end 
perſuaded me that the beſt councils are 
thoſe which may be purſued with the 
greateſt ſafety.” Clemens now departed, 


— 


[Boog 0 | 


ruminating upon what had paſſed during 
the interview. rei | 
The ſeeming indifference of Clemens C 
gave riſe to a ſuſpicion in Chereas that heb Cc! 
was not firmly attached to the cauſe; and pi 
therefore he haſtened to a brother-trib ung Sn. Wl 
named Cornelius Sabinus, who he knew 2 
to be a man of the ſtricteſt integrity, ſteadily 
diſpoſed to ſupport the liberties of his coun- 
try, and exceedingly diſſatisfied with the 
preſent ſituation of public affairs, on which 
Chereas determined fully to explain him- 
ſelf, being perſuaded of the rectitude of 
his friend's principles, and the ſolidity of 
his judgment. The jealouſy he entertained 


beauty, of whom Popedius was ena- 
mouted. 

Upon Quintilia's refuſing to give falſe 
teſtimony againſt her lover, Timidius re- 
quelted that ſhe might be put to the tor- 
ture, which Caius commanded Chereas 
to ſee inſtantly performed. It was the 
tyrant's cuſtom to appoint Chereas to offi- 
ces of this kind, from an idea that having 
ſo frequently reproached him for being a 
timid and woman-hearted creature would | 
cauſe him to execute his commands with 
greater ſeverity. As Quintilia was paſſing 
to the place where ſhe was to ſuffer torture, 
ſhe trod on the foot of one of the conſpi- of Clemens occaſioned him to be very ur- 
rators, thereby intimating that no ſuffer- | gent for an immediate diſpatch of the 
ings ſhould compel her to a confeſſion of | buſineſs in hand. He found that Sabinus 
the enterprize that was 1n agitation. | entertained ſentiments perfectly corretpond- 
| _ Chereas was under an abſolute neceſſity || ing with his own, though he had not ven- 
of obeying the emperor's cruel command, || tured to divulge them: but he gave Chereas 
though in that he acted wholly againſt his the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſecrecy, and that 
inclination. After ſhe had ſuſtained her || he would aſſiſt in the enterprize. 
ſufferings with wonderful fortitude, Chereas | They agreed that it would be improper ,,..., MM 
conducted Quintilia into the preſence of || to loſe time in bringing matters to an iſſue : $ vir» -oſ 
the emperor, ſhockingly mangled and dif ||and they now repaired to Minucianus, who'” " " 


—— 


uciauus. 


his deſign to Papinius, the tribune, and 


figured z and fo miſerable was her fituation 
as to excite compaſſion even in the malig- 
nant heart of Caius, who preſented her 
with a ſum of money, in ſome degree to 
compenſate the ſufferings ſhe had ſo re- 


ſolutely endured, He alſo reſtored Pope- 
dius to liberty. 

Chereas was apprehenſive that his repu- 
tation would be injured by having been 
made the inſtrument of infliting a favage | 
barbarity upon a woman, whole torments 
had even moved the pity of his cruel maſ- 
ter: and he now reſolved to communicate 


Clemens, a captain of the city troops. 


Addreſſing himſelf to Clemens, Chereas | 


ſaid, it was wholly inconſiſtent with the 
Character of men of honour and ſoldiers to 
Execute the barbarous orders of a deteſtable 


the earth it was become an indiſpenſable 
duty to effect, as the only means of ſecur- 


the emperor may have given, let your 
| tyrant, whoſe removal from the face of 


they knew to be an enemy to the preſent. 
ſyſtem of government, and a man remark- 
able for a dignity of mind and a rigid ad- 
herence to the principles of virtue, Caius, 
who had naturally an enmity againſt men 
of honour and integrity, had cauſed the 


| death of Lepidus, the particular friend of 


Minucianus, and on account of that event 
the averſion he had conceived againſt him 
was greatly encreaſed, for he was ſenitb.e | 
that the loſs of his friend muſt have in- 
curred the ill-will of Minucianus. 

The ridicule which Caius caſt upon 
Chereas by giving the word was the ſubject 
of public diſcourſe. Minucianus atked 
Chereas what word the emperor had given; 


and, happy in a queſtion ſo favourahle to 


his deſign, he replied; Whatever word 


word be LIBERTY. The conformity 


of our ſentiments animates me to proceed 
in a cauſe to which I am reſolutely diſ- 


ing their own lives, and the liberties of 
their country. Clemens declared his appro- 
bation of what the other had ſaid, enjoin- 


poſed. This ſword which I now graſp 
will be ſufficient for us both: let us 
then haſten to the execution of our de- 


ing him to profound ſecrecy, and obſery- 


ſign, your prudence and courage. {ſerving 
ö | 1 


ir, Xi. 


as examples for my conduct; and reſt 
aſſured that your commands ſhall be obeyed 
with chearfulneſs and punctuality. Sue- 
ceſs does not ſo much depend upon the 
ſtrength of the arm as upon the intrepidity 
and fortitude of the mind: a brave foul, 
therefore, is not depreſſed by the want of 


| | | the inſtrument . whereby Providence had 
arms; for courage ſupplies the place of | | 


weapons, I am impatient of the glorious 
exploit, of 'the event of which, as. far as 
it may affect mylſeli, I am perfectly indit- 
ferent; for I have more impottant views 
than the preſervation for my life, or the 
advancement of my fortune, at a time when 
the lives of my fellow ſubjects, and the 
laws and libertics of my country depend on 
the capricious will of an inflexibly cruel 
tyrant. You have declared your approba- 
tion of the intended enterprize ; but if it 
ſhall prove my fortune to ſtrike the deci- 
five blow, let me not incur your envy for 
having reſcued mankind from the moſt in- 
tolerable. oppreſſion.” 5 
The conſpirators are reported to have 
been encouraged to the execution of their 
deſign by the; following circumſtance : as 
Chereas was entering the palace, a voice 
commanded him, in the name of the Al- 
mighty, to purſue the cauſe in which he 
had engaged. He was at firſt alarmed, 
ſuppoſing bimſelf betrayed : but upon re- 
flection, he believed the exhortation either 
to have been. an encouraging decla, ation of 
Divine Providence, or an addreſs from ſome 
perfon concerned in the conſpiracy, with 
a deſign to animate him to the enterprize. 


ith of Great numbers of ſenators, knights, ſol- 
widur-djiers, and people of various other denomi- 
. "nations having aſſembled, they were una- 


nimous in opinion, that the ſtate of public 
affairs was arrived to ſo critical a conjunc- 


turere, that the ſpeedy death; of Caius, or 
the ruin of the commonwealth, was ine- 
vitable. Tbey were joined even by Cal- 


liſtus, a freed man, and ſo great a favou- 
rite of the emperor that he appeared to be 
a partner in the government, rather than 
a ſubjoct. By corrupt practices he had 
amaſſed great wealth; and on account of 
that temptation, he deemed himſelf in a 
very precarious. ſituation, . and; therefore re- 
ſolved to attempt ingratiating the favour of 
the ſucceſſor to the government. In pur- 
ſuance of this deſign, he addreſſed himſelf 
to Claudius, declaring that he had been 
freguently urged by the emperor to deſtroy 
him, but that, from motives of kindneſs, 
he had adopted a ſtratagem for amuſing his 
maſter, who {till expected his orders to be 
obeyed. | 

1 muſt here acknowledge myſelf not 
diſpoſed to give credit to the report of 
Calliſtus; for had Caius determined upon 
the death: of his uncle, he would not have 


— — — 


by Lans Js ius 


ſuffered: his deſigh to be fruſtrated by the 
excuſes of Calliſtus, whoſe deſtruction 
would have followed his diſobedience to 
the tyrant's oommand. However Claudius 
conſidered himſelf as being jugder : Bredt 


obligations to Calliſtus, conſidering him ks 


effected his preſervation; | if, os uh wh 


Though Chereas was Aantioudy- deſirous Chereas im- 


inactive diſpoſition of ſome of the confede- 
rates. -Chereas declared that he would not 
aave heſitated to deſtzoy Caius! even in the 
Capitol, at the time he was performing 


diſtributing gifts to the multitude, to have 
thrown him headlong from the battlements 
of his palace; he obſerved, that as he 
judged; himſelf. ſecure, and was ſeldom 
upon his guard; he might have been ſur- 
prized on ſome public ſolemnity, or at the 


by attendants Who held him in abhorrence, 
notwithſtanding the neceſſary regard to their 


ſentiments. The apprehenſion that all op- 
the conſpiracy truſtrated, by further delays; 


rendered. Chereas ſo impatient that he up- 
braided his companions with entertaining 


the ſuperſtitious notion that the perſon of 
| Caius was facred; declaring that he was 


himſelf, ready to undertake the buſineſs, 
and to engage to diſpatch the tyrant, even 
without the advantage of any kind of wea- 
1 inſtrument of death. His aſſociates 


and ſteady zeal in the public cauſe: but 
they were inclined ſtill to procraſtinate tlie 
deciſive attempt till the time for celebratin 

the games inſtituted in honour of Auguſtus, 
to whom the Romans firſt owed the loſs 


| of their liberty; for he took the authority 


veſted in the people into his own hands, 
and eſtabliſhed the monarchial form of go- 
vernment. e PET REM 203 a1 > 
Ogppofite the palace was a theatre, and 
it was propoſed, that the, plot thould be 
executed on one of the public days when 
the emperor was ſurrounded by the many 
thouſands of people reſorting to this place 


in caſe of alarm, the guards could not 
gain admittance time enough to prevent the 
exploit. Chereas agreed to this propolal : 
but ae er did not carry their 
deſign into effect till the third day, being 


the laſt of the exhibitions; and they would. 
even-haye . ſuffered this day to elapſe, but 
for the ſpirited, and perſevering behaviour 


of - Chereas, who informed them, that 
EW upon 


tacrifice for his daughter, or, while he was 


private ceremonies, Which he had himſelf 
inſtituted, eſpecially as he was ſurrounded 


ſafety, rendered it ptudent to conceal, their 


portunities might be loſt, and the end of 


ighly. applauded his undaunted reſolution 


on occalion,of the entertainments; ſince, 


of puſhing matters to an immediate Ife, mc ent for. 
che execution of the plot nas deſntred from 


time to time, through the, itreſolute ank 
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A foal Ny Animated by the example of Chereas, 


lution, 


* 


Deſcription 
of the thea- 
tre, 


-knights, and other people of diſtinction, 


'remony, the robe of a ſenator, named 
Aſprenas, was ſtained with the blood of 
the victim, which proved a ſubje& of mirth 


ſtructure, compoſed of three frames f 
wood, and it was taken to pieces and put 


THE. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 
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upon the concluſion of the entertainments, 
the deſign of Caius was to go to Alex- 
andria, and from thence to proceed on the 
tour of Egpyt; adding, that before that: 
day ſhould paſs, he would acquit himſelf 
of a duty he owed to his country and to 
mankind in general; nor would he permit 
any man to diſpute with him the glory of | 
reſcuing mankind from -the power of a 
vindictive and mercileſs tyrant. | 


his aſſociates were deſirous that the enter- 
prize ſhould be attempted without the loſs 
of a moment. It being his turn, as captain 


of the guard, to go to the emperor for the} 


watch-word, Chereas put his fword by his 
fide, and repaired to the palace, towards 
which great numbers of people were preſ- 
ſing, in order to obtain places; for there 
being no parts of the building particularly 
aſſigned for the accommodation of ſenators, 


men, women, maſters, and flaves, 'crouded 
- promiſcuouſly together. 


ſolemnity was inſtituted. During the ce- 


to the emperor: but the other ſpectators 
conſidered it as an unfortunate omen; and 
ſuch indeed it proved; for in the enſuing] 
tumult Afprenas loſt his life. It was re- 
marked, that on this day the emperor 
ſhewed greater good humour and mirth 
than uſual. After the ſacrifice, Caius pro- 
ceeded to the theatre, accompanied by his 
favourite courtiers. This was a temporary 


together as occaſion required. It had two 
entrances, one towards the court, and the 
other oppoſite the paſſage through which 
the actors paſſed, that they might not in- 
commode the ſpectators; and on the fame 
fide with the door opening to the paſſage 


was a place ſeparated by partitions for the| 


performers on muſical inſtruments. 


Caius being ſeated on the right-hand ſide 


of the theatre, with Chereas and the reſt of 
the tribunes near him, a ſenator and mili-' 
tary man, named Bathybius, in a whiſper 
aſked Cluvitus, the conſul, if he had heard 
any news. The anſwer was in the nega- 
tive. Bathybius then ſaid, „I muſt in- 
form you, that the tragedy of the ty- 
rant is to be this day er pined.® Upon 
this, Cluvitus, in a verſe from Homer, urged 
him to be careful that he was not overheard 
by the Grecians. Fruit and birds were now 
thrown down among the people, and the 
confuſion of ſcrambling for the prizes ſeem- 
ed to afford Caius uncommon delight. 
During the entertainments, two matters 


-— 


U 


Sacrifice Was of- 
fered up to Auguſtus, to whoſe honour the 


ly more important than the preſervation of 


The proceſſion was led by Claudius, the 


youths who had been ſent him from Aſia, 


[Book NI 


were introduced which may be conſidered 
as unfortunate omens : the firſt was a cor. 
rupt judge ſuffering public juſtice, and the 
other a repreſentation of the tragedy 
Cinyra, wherein herſelf and her daughter 
* Myrrha were put to death: and durin 
theſe performances a conſiderable quantit 
of blood was ſpilt, for the purpoſe of givin 
the ſcene the greater appearance of reality 
Theſe repreſentations took place on the 
anniverſary of the death of Philip, the ſon 
of Amyntas, king of Macedonia, wh, 
upon entering the theatre was ſlain by his 
friend Pauſanias. AER 

Caius was deliberating within bimſelf 
whether he ſhould retire to bathe and 
receive ſome refreſhment, and then return 
to the theatre. Minucianus, who fat near 
Caius, obſerving Chereas quit his ſeat, and 
tearing the opportunity for executing the 
plot might be loſt, roſe in order to tollow 
and encourage him in his reſolution, when 
Caius gently took hold of his robe, and, in 
an accent of kindneſs, aſked him whither 
he was going. Upon thi-, Minucianus again 
took his feat; but his apprehenſion return- 
ing, he roſe a ſecond time, and the empe- 
ror made no offer to detain him. Aſprenas, 
who was engaged in the conſpiracy, endea- 
voured to prevail upon Caius to retire, as 
was uſual, ſaying that, after bathing and 
receiving ſome nouriſhment, he would 
return to the entertainments with additiond 
pleainre. | SY 5 

Having ſtationed the conſpirators in places q 


Carried je 


Chereas became impatient of longer delay * 


and it being now paſt three in the afternoon, 
he reſolved to return to the theatre and 
aſſault Caius there: he was however ſenſi- 
ble that if he purſued this deſign, many 
lives muſt be loſt: but he conſidered the 
liberties of his country as a concern infinite- 


ſome individuals. He proceeded towards 
the theatre, but before he reached that 
place, the word was given that Caius was 
returning to the palace. The conſpirators 
cleared the way, ſeemingly as if by order 
of the emperor, but their view was only to 
plant themſelves near where he was to pals. 


uncle of Caius, who was followed by Mar- 
cus Minucianius, who had married his 
ſiſter, and after him came Valerius Aſiati- 
cus. The above- mentioned perſonages were 
followed by Caius, attended by Paulus 
Aruntius. Having reached the entrance of 
the palace, he turned into a private Way 
leading to the baths, in order to view ſome 
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intelligence of the death of Caius. 
were men highly diſtinguiſned for their 


guards. 


poſing and ſinging ſacred hymns. When 
he had entered this narrow paſſage, he was 
followed by Chereas, who aſked him for 
the word, which was given, but, as uſual, 
it conveyed a meaning ſo highly indecent 
and affronting, that the tribune rebuked 
Caius in very ſevere language, and then 
ſtabbed him between the neck and the 
ſhoulder, but the weapon was ſtopped by a 
bone. 

When -Caius received the wound, he 
neither made complaint, nor called for 
help, though he groaned, and attempted to 
eſcape : but he was prevented by a blow 
from Cornelius, which occafioned him to 
fall upon his knees. An outcry then en- 
ſued of“ Down with him, diſpatch the 
e cruel tyrant.” After receiving man 
wounds, Caius yielded up his life. Some 
are of opinion, that Chereas did not mean 


the fi:ſt blow ſhould be mortal, but that a 


repetition of wounds ſhould prolong the 
miſeiy of Caius. But it dozs not appear 
probable that Chereas could be fo weak as 


to put his own ſafety and that of his aſlo- || conſidered that no motive remained for 


ciates to the moſt imminent hazard by an 
unneceſſary delay. Aquila is ſaid to have 
given the wound that cauſed the death of 
Caius: but the reputation of tnis great 
exploit was attributed wholly to the ſteady 
fortitude and unremitting diligence of 
Chereas. 
The little proſpect they had of making a 
ſife retreat proved highly alarming to the 
conſpirators, as they could not hope to 
eſcape by the way they came, where the 
paſſages were extremely narrow, and croud- 


ed with ſoldiers. At length, they determin- 


ed to retire to the houſe of Germanicus, 
the father of the deceaſed - Caius, which 
was contiguous to the palace, or rather a 
part of that building; for they are con- 


| nected by ſtructures erected by preceding 


emperors, each being diſtinguiſhed by the 


name of its founder. | 
The German body guards firſt gained 
The 


ſkill in the ſcience of war, and not leſs fo 


for the cruelty of their temper, and their 


addiction to ſudden guſts of paſſion. They 
were under the command of Sabinus, who 


was indebted for his advancement from the 


ſtation of a gladiator to a robuſt form of 
body, and a ferocious diſpoſition, Sabinus 
led his party in ſearch of the authors of the 
death of Caius, and the firſt they met with 
was Aſprenas, whom they immediately 
put to death. Two other ſenators, named 
Norbanus and Anteius, and. many other 
perſons, were alſo ſlain by the German 


fa 


BY FLAVIUS JOSEP HOS. 
and were celebrated for their {kill in the 
Pyrrick manner of dancing, and for com- 


Various reports prevailed reſpecting the 
te of Caius, ſome people inſiſting that he 
was dead, and others that he was wounded, 
but not mortally. In ſhort, the people in 
the theatre were thrown into great con- 
ſternation; which was increaſed when they 
found the building ſurrounded by the Celtic 
legion, who publicly expoſed the heads of 
Aſprenas and ſeveral other perſons they had 
put to death. The heads of theſe unfor- 


tunate people they at length depoſited upon 
the altar, 


theatre, cloathed In deep mourning, 
made proclamation of the death of the 
emperor. The Germans now appeared to 
relent, and being commanded by their 
officers to ſheath their weapons, they 


y [iobeyed, and the tumult ſubſided. The 


public declaration of the death of Caius 
was undoubtedly the means of preſerving 
the people in the theatre, as well as man 

others who might have fallen into the 
power of the Celtic legion. Upon confir- 
mation of the news of Caius's death, they 


giving additional proofs of their attach- 
ment, which their maſter was no longer in 
a condition to reward, and that there was 
great realon to apprehend they might be 
ſubjected to puniſhment if it ſhould prove 
their future fortune to be under the govern- 
ment of the ſenate. e 

In the mean time, Chereas was exceed- 
ingly diſtreſſed leſt Minucianus ſhould not 
eſcape the general danger: he therefore ap- 
plied reſpectively to ſuch of the ſoldiers as 
he imagined he might ſafely confide in, 
earneſtly entreating that, if they ſhould 
meet with Minucianus, they would be par- 
ticularly attentive to provide for his ſafety, 
and in conſequence hereof Chereas and 
Clemens were conducted to their reſpecta- 
ble friend, who, addreſſing himſelf to Che- 
reas, complimented him on the ſucceſs of 
his endeavours to preſerve the liberties of 
his country; ſaying that, in the name of 


y || the commonwealth, he would take upon 


himſelf to congratulate him on the addreſs 
he had proved himſelf to be maſter of in 
framing the plan of the revolution, and 
the ſingular bravery he had diſplayed in 
carrying it into execution. However 
tyranical . rulers, ſaid Minucianus, may 
exult in the ſhort-lived pride of lawleſs do- 
minion, they muſt be the objects of deteſ- 
tation to the virtuous part of. the world, 
and their triumphs muſt at length termi- 


nate in a miſerable and_ ſhameful end.” 
The obſervations of Minucianus were ex- 
emplified in the caſe of Caius; for by a 
continual violation of the legiſlative eſtab- 
liſnment, and the inſupportable oppreſſion 


to 


During the general conſternation, AaTye geath of 
public Crier”, named Aruncius, came to theCaius pro- 
andelaimed. 
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fo which he ſubjected the very people who 
were moſt firmly attached to his intereſts, 
he laid the foundation for the conſpiracy : 
thus was he the inſtrument of his own ruin; 
for the repeated injuries and inſults which 
he heaped upon his beſt friends, inſpired 
them with the moſt inveterate enmity, to 
which he at length deſervedly fell a ſacri- 


| fice. A phyſician named Arcyon was ſent 


The ſenate 
paſs a decree 
in condemna- 
tion of Caius, 


for, in order to adminiſter relief to ſome 
perſons in the theatre who had been wound- 
ed ; and the guards being retired, he ſeized 
the favourable opportunity of providing for 
the ſafety of his friends by ſending them 
away, under the pretext of employing them 
to bring him remedies. The ſudden retreat 
of the phyfician's friends occaſioned the 
utmoſt confuſion amongſt the multitude ; 
for they quitted their ſeats, and with the 
utmoſt anxicty endeavoured to get out of 
the building where they had been fo long 
confined under the moſt terrible apprehen- 
fions. | 

In the interim, the ſenate aſſembled in 
the palace, whither a great number of 
people reſorted, demanding public juſtice 
upon the murderers of Caius. The ſenate 
deemed it not prudent openly to oppoſe the 
demands of the multitude, leſt they ſhould 
be provoked to. outrageous proceedings. 
Valerius Aſiaticus, a man of conſular dig- 
nity, being aſked by the people if the mur- 


derers of the emperor had been diſcovered, 


faid, © Wovld it had been my fortune to 
deprive the tyrant of life.” 

After paſſing a decree in condemnation 
of the deceaſed emperor, the ſenate iſſued 
an order for the ſoldiers to repair to- their 
quarters, and the citizens to their reſpec- 
tive habitations, promiſing money to the 
former, and a reduction of taxes to the 


latter, on condition of their behaving in a 


peaceable and regular manner. Thus was 
a happy termination put to a popular and 
violent clamour, which but for ſo ſeaſona- 
ble a check, would probably have proved 


the cauſe of rapine, ſacrilegious violences, 


and other enormous crimes. The whole 
number of fenators being now aſſembled, 
they proceeded to deliberate on the means 


of re-eſtabliſhing themſelves in their an- 


cient authority. 


CH AP. II. 


Claudius declared the ſucceſſor of the deceaſed 
emperor. 1 8 5 and her daughter put 
to death. The ſenate and the people diſ- 
agree as to the form of government to be 

 eftabhſhed, 

XX )J HILE the fenate was deliberating 

on the-ſtate of public affairs, the 


ſoldiers aſſembled to debate, Whether an " 
imperial or a popular government would be band to enflave the people, or exercile | 


9 


Wo ſalutary? The fubſtance of their de. 
termination was, that a commonwealth 
would not be able to provide for the public 
exigencies; and that as they had been 
treated as the companions, rather than ag 
the ſervants of Caius, their conſequence 
muſt be diminiſhed if they were ſubject to 
the authority of the ſenate. They there. 
fore inſtantly declared Claudius the ſucceſ- 
ſor of his deceaſed nephew in the imperial 


dignity, The proceedings of the ſoldiers 71, ge 
being reported to the ſenate, Aneus Sen- dec)r- (4 
tius Saturninus addreſſed to tlie aſſembly * then 
moſt ſpirited and patriotic diſcourſe, where. C 


in he exhorted his auditors to exert their 
utmoſt endeavours for reſtoring the ancient 
glory of Rome by the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the common-wealth in its former ſplen- 
dor; and in the courſe of his ſpeech he 
adviſed public diſtinctions to be conferreg 
upon Chereas, in acknowledgment of his 
eminent ſervices, 

The addreſs of Saturninus proved highly 
to the ſatisfaction of the whole aſſembly; 
but the ſpeaker's attention being whol] 
[confined to the ſubject of his diſcourſe, he 
did not recolle& that he wore a ring on 
his finger, the ſtone of which bore a repre. 
ſentation of the head of Caius; this ring 
being obſerved by Trebellius Maximus, he 


— 


{uddenly roſe, and took it from the finger 


of Saturninus, and it was inſtantly broken 
in pieces. | | 
As the night was now approaching, Che- 
reas went to the Conſuls for the watch- 
word, and the word they gave was liberty, 
The people were exceedingly rejoiced at 
hearing this word, which they underſtood 
to be an indication that the ancient autho- 
rity would be reſtored. Before the Cæſars 
uſurped the ſovereign power, it was an in- 
variable rule for the Conſuls to give orders 
to the ſoldiers; and the giving liberty 2s 
the watch-word was the firſt authority 
which the ſenate exerciſed after being de- 
poſed. 
four companies of troops who had declared 
themſelves firmly attached to the caule of 
the ſenate. 
the watch-word, the ſoldiers departed, and 
preſently afterwards the multitude diſperſed, 
rejoicing in the happy proſpect of the 
commoawealth being reſtored to its original 
{tate of ſplendor and happineſs, and unani- 
mouſly applauding Chereas as the deliverer 
of his country. | it 
Apprehending that there would {il be 
danger while the widow and daughter of 
Caius were living, Chereas directed Julius 
Lupus, one of the tribunes, and kinſman 
to Clemens, to put them to death. Seve- 
ral of the confederates, however, judging 
that Ceſonia had not ſtimulated her hut- 


cruelty 


Chereas delivered the word to the 


Soon after they had received 
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to effect his deſtruction. 
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cruelty upon the many illuſtrious Romans | preſence of mind, and was well {killed in 


who had fallen victims to the brutal ven- 


eance of Caius; cenſured Chereas for ad- 


viſing the deſtruction of the widow; Who 


they conceived to be by no means charge- 
able with the crimes of her late huſband. 
On the other hand it was uryed, that, with 
a view to the gratification of her amourous 
defires, Ceſonia had adminiſtered to Caius 
a provocatiye preparation, which had ope- 
rated ſo powerfully as to affect his intel- 
lets, and precipitate him to the perpetra- 
tion of the moſt ſhocking barbarities; and 
that the woman mult therefore be conſi- 
dered as the primary cauſe of the public 
calamities, Thoſe who eſpouſed the latter 
opinion prevailing, Julius Lupus haſtened 
to execute his commiſſion. Upon entering 
the palace, he perceived Cclona bitter], 


| lamenting her unhappy fate, as ihe lay, 


with her infant daughter, extended on the 
floor, by the mangled and bloody corps of 
her huſband. She was heard to reflect upon 
her deceaſed huſtand for having refuſed to 
adopt the meaſures ſhe had frequently re- 
commended, which, ſhe ſaid, would have 

revented ſo fatal a cataſtrophe. What the 
alluded to is not known. It was believed 
by one party that ſhe had adviſed Caius to 
moderate his too rigorous government, leſt 
by the continued exerciſe of barbarity and 
oppreſſion, his ſubjects ſhould be provoked 
| The conſtruction 
that others put on her words was, that 
having received ſome intimation of a con- 
ſpiracy, ſhe had adviſed Caius to caulc 


every man to be deſtroyed of whole loyalty 


he had the lighteſt cauſe for ſuſpicion. 
Ceſonia deſired Lupus to approach, and 


view the corpſe of the deceaſed emperor, 


and from his countenance conceiving a 


a ſuſpicion of his deſign, ſhe preſented her 


bare throat, deſiring him to execute his 
orders by putting an end to her miſerable 
exiſtence; and Lupus immediately put 


extempore declamation on all ſubjects. His 
addre(s tended at once to convince the 
judgment, and to conciliate the affeQions 
of his hearers. Being educated under;his 
father Germanicus, . and his uncle Tibe- 
rius; who preceded him, he emulated theſe 
iliuſtrious perſons, who were diſtinguiſhed 
by this Kind of eminence,. and was anxious; 
in this particular at leaſt, to preſerve the 
dignity of his birth and education, But to 
what purpuſe is it tor a man to receive a 
iiberal education; if, the moment he is at 
his own diſpoſal, he perverts its advantages 
to purpoles diametrically oppoſite to what 
was intended. When Caius firſt took poſ- 
leſſion of his government; he ſelected for 
his miniſters a number of perſons diſtin- 
guiſhed by their virtue and capacity, by 
which he greatly conciliated the affection 
of the people; but as his mind became by 
degrees depraved, he diimiſſed his ancient 
{crvants in a diſgraceful manner; and, at 
icngth, by the tyranny of his conduct, 
urged his ſubjects to ſuch acts of deſ- 
peration as ended in the loſs of his life. 

Claudius being informed of the death 
ol Caius, and the confuſion that reigned 
through the court in conſequence of that 
event, retired for ſafety to a place of con- 
cealment. But he had no other cauſe of ap- 
prehenſion than that an inſult might be 
offered to his rank. He was temperate 


a great admirer of Greek literature, 

The ſight of the heads of Aſprenas and 
his companions, and the confuſion pre- 
vailing among the multitude, ſerved to in- 
creaſe the fears of Claudius, whg,concealed 


but by ſome dark ſtairs. Being diſcovered 
and drawn forth by Gratus, one of the 
guards, the man ſaid to the perſons near 
the ſpot, that he had diſcovered Germanicus, 
who was the moſt proper perſon to be ad- 


and modeſt, an encourager of learning, and 
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himſelf in a place which had no avenue 


poo: Ceſonia and her daughter to death, 
a put Caius died in the fourth year of his 
Kath riegn, Among his other innumerable 
crimes, he was guilty of inceſt with his 
Nu:fer of Own ſiſter. He cauſed harbours to be 
formed and ſtorehouſes to be built near 
Rhegium, and alſo in the neighbourhood 
of Cicily, for the convenience of the mer- 
| chants importing grain from Egypt; and 
theſe were the only works he attempted! 
that could contribute to the welfare of 
his ſubjects. Even theſe uſeful under- 
takings he did not purſue to comple- 
tion; for they were left in an unfiniſhed 
ſtate, ' partly through the fickleneſs of his 
own diſpoſition, and partly through the 
inattention and indolence of his agents. He 
was a moſt excellent orator, and a profi- 


cient in Greek and Latin. He poſſeſſed great 


vanced to the throne. Suppoſing it was 
the intention of the ſoldiers to deſtroy him, 
| Claudius, entreated that they would offer 
no violence to him, and declared himſelf 
wholly innocent of procuring the death of 
Caius. Taking him by the right-hand, 
Gratus deſired him to diſmiſs his fears, 
and prepare to take poſſeſſion of the govern- 
ment. It is the pleaſure of the gods, Gratus offers 
ſaid Gratus, to make me their agent in the govern- 
offering you the government of the Roman Mtv. 
empire; therefore reſume your fortitude, 
and aſcend the throne of your anceſtors,” 
After this, Claudius was raiſed upon the 
ſhoulders of the people, his fears, joy and 
ſurprize having rendered him incapable of 
ſupporting himſelf 7 
Suppoſing Claudius was on the point of 
being hurried to execution, the ſoldiers, 
* 5 T who 
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ho erouded about Gratus in great numbers, 
expreſſed their diflatisfation that a man of 
ſach inoffenſive manners ſhould be deſtroyed. 
Sore were for appealing to the Conſuls; and 
ns! th&number of ſoldiers continued to in- 
creaſe, the people who were unarmed quitted 
the place, fearing they might ſhare the fate 
which they ſuppoſed awaited Claudius. 
Being deſerted by the people that had 
carried him, Claudius, being too weak to 
proceed on foot, was ſurrounded by the 


The ſoldiers troops, who were unanimous in a defire of 


unanimouſly 
for Claudius. 


advancing him to the throne, partly from 
their reſpect to his brother. Germanicus, 
and partly to diſappoint the ambitious pro- 
jects of the ſenators, who had before occa- 


ſioned great commotions in the ſtate. They 


conſidered the republican form of govern- 


ment as irretrievably ruined ; and fince it 
was neceliary tiat an emperor ſhould be 
choſen, were deſirous of conferring the dig- 


nity upon whoever they. approved. Some 


of the troops took Claudius upon their 
ſhoulders, and proceeded with him to the 
canip, being followed by their compa- 
niC ns. 

During theſe proceedings a difference 


aroſe between the ſenate and the people at 
large; the former being for the eſtabliſh- 


ment of the cor: mon- wealth in its ancient 


ſplendor, and defending their authority from 


the uſurpations of tyranny : on the contrary, 
the latter, envying the power aimed at by 
the ſenate, withed for regal reſtraint on 
the proceedings of its members, and that 
they might be ſecured from their oppreſ- 


ſions by an appeal to a higher power. The 


people at large, therefore, were tranſported 
at the clevatun of Claudius, preſuming 
that, under bis government, they ſhould 


be protected from the calamities of civil 


war, and misfortunes fimilar to thoſe in 
which they had been involved by the wars 


of Cæſar and Pompey. . 


The ſenate -_ 


ſeads Vera 
nius and 
Bro ichus, 
Wirth a me- 
nacing mef- 
ſage to Clau- 
dius. 


Upon learning that the troops had re- 


ſolved upon the advancement of Claudius, 


the ſenate diſpatched commiſſioners ſelected 


from their aſſembly with inſtructions to 
admoniſh him of the danger of aſſuming 
the government; and to ſtate that he would 
act prudently in. contenting himſelf with 


the honourable ſtation of a ſenator; ſince 
if he perſevered in acting contrary to their 


inclination in this reſpect, they were deter- 


mined vigourouſly to oppole his pretentions, 


being amply provided with troops and arms, 
and convinced that they ſhould receive the. 
aſſiſtance of Heaven in ſo juſt a caute as the 


defence of the liberties of their country. 


Veranius and Brouchus were. the principal 


commiſſioners appointed to wait upon Clau- | 
dius on this occation: and having delivered | 
. their meſſage, they, throwing themſelves at 

| his feet, earneſtly entreated him not to take 


| 
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any ſtep that might involve the public in , 
civil war. Obſerving that Claudius was ſo 
| ſurrounded with perſons belonging to the 
army, that the power of the conſuls was 
greatly inferior to that of the troops, they 
imply requeſted of him, that if he waz 
determined to aſſume the ſovereignty, he 
would decline taking it by violence, but ac. 
cept it from the ſenate; ſince it would by 
no means appear ſo creditable to ſeize it 
from the people by force, as to receive it 
as a proof of their eſteem. 


CHAP, III. 


Several contentions reſpecting the advance. 
ment of” Claudius. Chereas, Lupus and 
others executed. After receiving a pardin, 

1 Sabinus fills himſelf. 


A GRIPPA was extremely urgent with 
Claudius to accept the ſovereignty, 

and the ſoldiers promiſing to ſupport him in 
his pretenſions, he yielded to their perſu- 
lions. A OO, 
Having diſpoſed of the body of his 
late friend Caius, who had given him poſ- 
ſeſſion of a throne, Agrippa reported among 
the guards that the emperor was not dead, 
but that he was dangerouſly ill of his 
wounds. Being informed that Claudius had 
been carried away by the ſoldiers, Agrippa 
haſtened through the croud in ſearch of 
him, and finding him ſo alarmed that he 


* 


of the ſenate, he mentioned ſome circum- . 
ſtances which confirmed him in the reſolu- 
tion of maintaining his pretenſions to the 
throne. Agrippa then departed. 
Soon afterwards Agrippa took his place 
in the ſenate, being ſuperbly dreſſed. Pre- 
tending ignorance of what had happened, 
he aſked the ſenators in what manner Clau- 
dius had diſpoſed of himſelf, when they 
gave an account of the late occurrences, and 
alked his opinion as to the preſent ſtate 
of public affairs. He faid, that to promote 
the dignity of the ſenate, he would readily 
relinquiſh whatever was molt dear to him; 
and he ſhould be happy to hear meaſures 
| propoſed for the advantage of the common- 
wealth: but without an ample proviſion of 
men, arms and money, there, could be no 
| foundation to hope for ſucceſs in a conteſt 
either for dominion or authority. The ſe- 
nate | replied, that they were ſufficiently 
provided in thoſe eſſential points. Here- 
upon, Agrippa ſaid, that the troops under 
Claudius were men of approved bravery, and 
long experience in the art of war, deſiring 


| the ſenators to reflect, that they were only 


able to form an army of undiſciplined men. 
He therefore propoſed that ſome perſons 
[night be commiſſioned to wait upon Clau- 


/ 


dius, and cndeavour to prevail upon him to 
| relinquiſh 


was on the point of yielding to the demands dr. 1 
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the number. | 


Agrippa's propoſition appeared fo reaſon- 


uwable to the ſenate, that they deputed him 


and ſome others to tranſact the buſineſs. 
Agrippa, however, contrived previouſly to 
havea private meeting with Claudius, whom 
he informed of the uneaſy ſtate of mind in 
which the ſenate was, and dictated to him 
what anſwer he ſhould make to the depu- 
ties. In conſequence hereof, when the com- 
miſſioners attended, Claudius addreſſed them 
as follows: **] am not ſurprized that the go 

vernment being lodged in a fingle perſon is 
ſo difagreeable to the ſenate, when I reflect 
how much diſtreſs the tyranny of ſome late 
princes hath cxaſed them: but fer myſelf, 
i have not an idea of any greater ſatisfac- 


tion than what will ariſe from the impartial 
adminiſtration of juſtice, which will ſecure 
the liberties and poſſeſſions of my ſubjects : 


for it is my intention, though ruling under 


the name of a prince, to govern by the ge- 


neral conſent and advice of my people. 


With regard to my ſincerity in what I now 
ſay, i with only to refer the ſenate to thoſe 
provſs of uprightneſs and moderation which 
I have already given in timcs of great diſ- 
treſs and difficulty.“ Having thus ſaid, he 
diſmifſed the commiſſioners; and, after they 
were gone, made a ſpeech to his ſoldiers, 


to whom he adminiſtered an cath of fide- | 


lity, and preſented each private man with 
five hundred drachmas, gratifying the offi- 
cers with proportionable fums, and pro- 
miſing that the ſoldiers who were not pre- 
ſent ſhould be rewarded in the like manner. 

The ſenators ſummoned a meeting to be 
held the next morning, before day- break, 


in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. Some, | 


being apprehenſive of diſagreeable conſe- 


quences, declined to attend, and concealed 


themſelves in the city, while others went 
into the country; ſo that not more than a 
hundred ſenators were preſent. 

While they were debating, ſome ſoldiers 


came to the door of the temple, and called | 


to the ſenators, defiring they would nomi- 


nate ſome perſon worthy to be inveſted with 


the irnperial dignity, fince public confuſion 
and . misfortune muſt enſue from having a 
multiplicity of governors ; adding, that the 
choice of the perſon was wholly left to the 
diſcretion of the ſenate. This circumſtance 
proved highly alarming to the ſenate, among 
which body were ſeveral perſons, who, from 
the dignity of their families, and their af- 
finity to Caius, might have reaſonably 
claimed the imperial honour. Among theſe 
was Marcus Minutianus, a man of the firſt 
diſtinction, who was allied to the Cæſars, by 
his marriage with Julia, the ſiſter of Caius. 
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relinquiſh his claim; adding, that if any dif- 
ficulty ſhould ariſe, as to the perſons to be 
deputed, he would willingly make one of 


He aſpired to the throne, but his pretenti- 
ons were not favoured by the conſuls. Va- 
lerius, Aſiaticus, was alſo deſirous of put- 
ting in his claim, but declined that inten- 
tion, through the perſuaſions of another 
Minutianus, who was one of the conſpira- 
tors againſt Caius. Such was the ſtate of 
affairs, that a competition with Claudius, 
would inevitably have produced the | moſt 
horrid ſcenes of ſlaughter and devaſtation. 
In ſupport of their cauſe, the adherents to 
Claudius, had engaged a great number of 
gladiators, and military men of all ranks, 
beſides a large body of watermen and other 
people of the inferior claſſes, who were to 
yield their aſſiſtance, if neceſſary. _ | 
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Upon the approach of day-light, Chereas, Chereas an 


with a number of his followers, arrived,*® 
and by a ſignal for ſilence intimated, that he 
wiſhed to be heard. The ſoldiers, however; 
inſiſted that nothing was neceflary but to- 
proceed to the choice of an emperor, and by 
their clamours and vociferations prevented 
Chereas from ſpeaking. The ſenators were 


nem to 
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now convinced that this was not a proper 


time for adjuſting the government, ſince 
their authority was deſpiſed by the ſoldiery, 
and treated with ſcorn and mockery by the 
loweſt claſſes of the people. 
ra ors now became perfectly outrageous; 
when Chereas, with an air of contempt, faid, 
ſince they would not be ſatisfied without an 
emperor, he would produce. a man fit for 
the otfice, if they would obtain an order 
from Eutychus, in juſtification of his con- 
duct. Eutychus, was a man of moſt aban- 
doned character; he had been charioteer to 
Caius, and had ſerved him in the vileſt of- 
fices. Chereas, diſcharged many bitter in- 
vectives againſt Claudius, whoſe head, he 
ſaid, he would rather produce to the people 
than acknowledge him as emperor. Re- 
gardleſs of what was advanced by Chereas, 
the ſoldiers unſheathed their ſwords, and 
taking their colours, went in ſearch of Clau- 
dius, in order to ſwear allegiance to him, 
as great numbers of other people had al- 
ready done. | 

The ſenate was now abandoned.by thoſe 
very people that ſhould have been its defen- 
ders; the conſuls were nearly reduced to the 


degree of private men, and the people in 


general almoſt diſtracted with grief and con- 
ſternation, on the reflection how unhappy 
their fate muſt be, after the inſults that had 


— 


been offered to Claudius: every man, how- 


ever, ſeemed to lay the blame of theſe mis- 


fortunes on others, in the wiſh to extenu- 
ate his own conduct. During the violence 
of this confuſion, Sabinus, one of the con- Sabinus pro- 
federates, made his appearance, and ſolemnly teits againit 
proteſted that he would ſtab every man he 
met, ſooner than acknowledge the authority 


* Claudius; and, by ſeeing him in poſſeſ- 


. | © 1.3475 an 


Claud 


The conſpi- 


1us. 
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fion of the empire, confeſs his own abject 
ſubmiſſion to ſlavery. Then turning to 
Chereas, he ſaid, How will you juſtify 
ur conduct? Will you; who were one of 
the firſt aſſertors of the general liberty againſt 
Caius, recede from your magnanimous re- 
ſolution, in fear of death ; as if a brave man 
could be happy who is not likewiſe free? 
To this Chereas replied, No: I am de- 
| termined that my liberty and life ſhall end 
together ; but, at preſent, I ſhould be hap- 
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cient in the buſineſs of cutting throats, and 
has your ſword a keen edge? He then de. 
fired the officer to perform his duty, and 
to make uſe of the ſame weapon with which 
he had himſelf tabbed Caius. The man ci 
obeyed; and diſpatched him with a ſingle Lopes. 
ſtroke. Fearful of death, and ſhrinking e,. 
from the uplifted weapon, the executions 
was under the neceſſity of ſtriking Lupus 
ſeveral times; ſo that before he expired, 


— 


y to know the ſentiments of Claudius.” 
During this confuſed ſtate of public affairs, 
great crouds of people from all parts hurried 
to the camp, to pay their compliments to 
Claudius; and among theſe came Quintus 
Pompeius, one of the conſuls, who had ac- 
quired the particular enmity of the army, 


becauſe he had animated the ſenate to the 


ſupport of their liberties. On his coming 
forward to pay his reſpects, the ſoldiers drew 
their ſwords to attack him, and he muſt 
have fallen a ſacrifice to their rage, but that 
Claudius placed him by his ſide, and thus 
protected him. Some other ſenators, who 
came with Pompeius, were more roughly 
treated ; ſeveral of them who advanced to 
falute Claudius, were kept back by blows ; 
all of them were in great danger of their 
lives, and among them Aponius went away 
Agrippa wounded. King Agrippa, now interfered 
3 with Claudius, who, on his requeſt, treated 
cel. the ſenators and men of rank in a complai- 
ſant and friendly manner: Agrippa, obſerv- 
ing that, when thoſe ſubjects were loſt, he 
would have no others but what he would 
bluſh to acknowledge. In purſuance of his 
advice, Claudius directed them to meet him 
at the palace, to which he was conveyed 
through the town in a litter, the way being 
cleared by a party of ſoldiers. 

Pollio, lately appointed captain of the 
guard to Claudius, iſſued an order prohibit- 
ing the appearance of the confederates in 
public : but Chereas and Sabinus, two of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed of them, preſumed 

to act in defiance of this command. Upon 
arriving at his palace, and being ſurrounded 
by his friends, Claudius pronounced ſen- 
tence of death upon Chereas. 

Chereas, Lupus, and others of the conſpi- 
rators being conveyed to the place of execu- 
tion, the former did not, by a ſingle look or 
action, depart from the dignity of his charac- 
ter. Lupus, on the contrary, behaved in a 
moſt daſtardly manner, on which account, 
Chereas treated him with contempt. 
ſome of his cloaths being taken off, prepa- 


ratory to his ſuffering, he complained of be- 


ing cold, when Chereas faid, that wolves 
felt no cold. This was in alluſion to the 
word Lupus, ſignifying a wolf, as well as 
being the proper name of a man. Chereas 
Aid to the executioner, Are you a profi- 


Upon | 


he ſuffered much pain from repeated wounds 
A few days after, when the people came 
to celebrate the feaſt of expiatory obl:tions 
to the ſpirits of their depaited friends, the 
paid Chereas equal honour with the reſt, 
by throwing their offerings into the fire 
with the uſual ceremonies, and requeſtin 
his forgiveneſs of their former ingratitude 
Claudius, not only ꝓardoned Sabinus, 
but alſo continued him in his command. 
in conſideration that, although concerned 
in the conſpiracy, he had continued in the 
regular diſcharge of the duties of his offi- 
cial ſtation, But this act of clemency was RK 
no ſooner extended to him, than Sabinus Sun 19 I 
put an end to his life, by falling upon his Mull, 9 
ſword. 


— 


1 
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HAF. IV. 


Claudius confirms Agrippa in his government, 
A contention between the Jews and the 
Greeks. Edicts paſſed in favour of the 
Jews. 


TO ſooner was Claudius eſtabliſhed in 
poſſeſſion of his government than he 
diſmiſſed from his army all perſons ſuſpe&t- 
ed of being diſaffected to his intereſt. He 
confirmed Agrippa in his poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, beſtowed upon him by Caius, of Cl:udiulll 
and gave him the government of Judea and © Hf 
Samaria, in conſideration of thoſe countries | 1 
having formed part of the kingdom of his 
grand- father Herod, conſidering this as a 
reſtitution of what the family had a right 
to claim. In additjon, he beſtowed upon 
him Abela and the lands adjacent to mount 
Libanus, which had belonged to Lyſanias. 
Certain articles of agreement between A- 
grippa and the inhabitants of Rome, were 
engraven upon a plate of copper, and placed 
in the centre of the great market-place of 
that city, as a memorial to future ages. 
Claudius, reſtored to liberty his old friend 
Alexander Lyſimachus, the officer of the 
cuſtoms, and former agent to Antonia, the 
mother of Caius, which prince had impri- 
ſoned him. Claudius contracted that his 
ſon Marcus ſhould eſpouſe Berenice, the 
daughter of Agrippa: but the youth dying 
betore the conſummation of the marriage, 
ſhe was given in wedlock to his brother 
Herod, on whom Claudivs, at the requeſt 


of Aprippa, beſtowed the kingdom of 
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Phalcis. 
During 


. VI.] 


— 


an to reſume courage, and in conſequence 
thereof a ſedition aroſe. Upon receiving 
news of the diſturbance, Claudius wrote 
to the governor of Egypt, commanding him 
to ule his utmoſt endeavours for reſtoring 

eace. At the requiſition of the kings He- 
rod and Agrippa, Claudius ſent an edict in 
favour of the Jews to Alexandria, and ano- 
ther to the ſame effect to Syria, The firſt 
of theſe ſtated, that it was the pleaſure of 
Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germa- 
nicus, tribune, and prince of the ſenate, to 
reſtore the Jews of Alexandria to, and con- 
firm them in, the enjoymeat of all the privi- 
leges granted to them by former kings of 
Egypt. The ſubſtance of the other edict 
was, that Tyberius Claudius Cæſar Aguſtus 
Germanicus, high-prieft, tribune of the peo- 
ple, and conſul ele& for the ſecond time, 


on the requiſition of his valuable friends || 


the kings Agrippa and Herod, had de- 
termined the Jews in all parts of the empire 
ſhould be entitled to the ſame privileges as 
were granted to the Jews of Alcxandria, 


and that they ſhould enjoy the fame in as| 


ample a manner as they had done ia the 
tine of Auguſtus, 


CHAP. V. 


Agrippa dedicates his chain of gold to the Al- 
mighty. Simon ſucceeds Theophilus in the 
office of high-prieſt. Silas appointed to the 
command of the army. 

„ conferred many bounties upon 

Agrippa, and given him letters of re- 
commendation to the governors and ſuperin- 
tendants of the ſeveral provinces through 
which he was to paſs, Claudius directed 
him to repair to his government. Proceed- 
ing to Jeruſalem, Agrippa diſcharged him- 
ſelf of all his ſacred vows, offered up ſacri- 
fices according to the forms of the law, and 


compelled a number of the Nazarenes to cut 


off their hair. Agrippa having been bound 


with an iron chain, by the order of Tibe- | 


rius, Caius preſented him with a golden 
chain of an equal weight, and this chain of 
gold the king dedicated to the Almighty, 
directing that it ſhould be hung up in the 
veſtry, over the box of the holy treaſure, as 
2 laſting monument of the power and kind- 
neſs of providence, in affording relief to 
mankind in their deepeſt calamities; and to 
intimate to the people in general, that the 
God who permits us to be oppreſſed, is able 


to raiſe us to our former ſtation. This con- 
tecrated chain repreſented a lively picture 
of a prince become the ſport of fortune, and 


confined in irons ; and then, as ſoon as ima- 
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be During the reign of Caius, the Jews had 
the been greatly oppreſſed and perſecuted by 
— the people of Alaxandria: but they now be- 


liberty, and becoming a greater prince than 

he was before. Nor is this any thing but 
what is agreeable to the viciſſitudes of hu- 
man affairs: for it often happens that things 
the moſt proſperous go at once to decay; 
while thoſe the moſt adverſe ſoon become 
proſperous. 
Agrippa having thus diſcharged his duty 
to God, his next ſtep was to diveſt Thco- 
pus, the ſon of Ananus, of the office of 

igh prieſt, which he beſtowed on Simon, Simon ſue- 
the ſon of Boethus, who bore the ſirname 8 2 
of Canthara. Simon had two brothers, who 33 : 
had each already officiated as high- prieſt, as 
had alſo their father, Bocthus, whoſe daughter 
was married to king Herod, as hath been 
mentioned in another place. This ſin- 
gular diſtinction likewite happened in the 
family of Simon, the high-pneſt, the fon 
of Onias, whoſe three ſons ſucceeded to that 
office, during the Macedonian government, of 
which notice hath likewiſe been already taken. 
Having adjuſted the affair of the pontifi- 
cate, the king, in teſtiniony of his gratitude 
to the inhabit-nts of Jeruſalem, for the reſ- 
pect they had ſhewn him, remitted the tax 
upon houles, by which act he rendered him- 
ſelf extremely popular. In conſideration of 
the many dangers and difficulties he had ſor- 
merly ſhared with Silas, Agrippa appomt- 
ed him general of his army. 
Some time after theſe events, a number of 
young men belonging to Doris, impelled by 
the heat of their own imaginations, aſſem- 
bled together, and under pretence of a regard 


to religion, dedicated a ſtatue to Cæſar in A flatue de- 


the ſynagogue of the Jews. This circum- ny 5 
: zſar in the 

ſtance gave the utmoſt offence to Agrippa, ſynagogue. 

who thought it would tend, in a high de- | 

gree, to bring their religion into contempt : 

he therefore loſt no time in repairing to Pe- 

tronius, the governor of yria, to whom he 

made complaint of the inſult that had been 

offered: and Petronius diſpatched a letter, 

reproving the offenders in very ſevere terms, 

for the innovation they had committed. 


CHAP, - VL „ 


Simon being removed from the office of high= 
prieſt, Jonathan declines to accept that 
dignity, to which he recommends bis bro- 
ther Matthias. Marcus ſucceeds Petro- 
nius as governor of Syria. | 


HE letter written by Publins Petro- 
nius commanded the magiſtrates of 
Doris, to delwer the offending parties into 
the cuſtody of Vitellius Proculus, or at leaſt 
to make him acquainted with their names, 
in order that they might be puniſhed ac- 
cording to their demerits. Wi h this letter 
was tranſmitted a copy of the edict lately 
ſent by the emperor to the people of Alex- 


gmation could form an idea, reſtored to his 


* 
- 


andria, in behalf of the Jews. In conſe- 
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Matthias 
appointed 
higheprieſt, 
and Marſus 
governor of 
Syria, 


Silas im- 
priſoned* 


* 
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quence of the directions given by Petronius, 
the abuſes complained of were rectified, and 


proviſion was made againſt a repetition of | 


thoſe enormiti's. 

Not long after this time, king Agrippa 
removed Simon, ſurnamed Canthara, from 
the oihice of hizh-prieſt, deſigning to reſtore 
eee tize ſon of Ananus, as a perſon 

etter qualificd for that honourable diſtincti- 
on: but Jonathan declined it, with an ac- 
knawledgement of the favour intended by 
the king, whom he addreſſed in the follow- 
ing manner: As the Almighty did not 
think me worthy of retaining that facred 
office, I reſt contented in the conſciouſneſs 


of having once worn the holy veſtments. || 


I could, originally, have better juſtified my 
entrance into that holy order, than I now 
could my re-aſſumption of the dignity : but, 
Sir, as you ſeem to pay a high regard to the 
worthineſs of the party, permit me to re- 
commend to your majeſty my brother, who 
is a man uncotrupted by the vices of this 
world, blameleſs and without offence before 
God and man, and of courſe highly proper 
to fill this dignified ſtation.” This candid 
and modeſt behaviour of Jonathan ſo pleaſed 
the king, that he readily agreed to his re- 
ſignation of the office, which he beſtowed 
on his brother Matthias. In a ſhort time 
after this, Petronius was diſmiſſed from the 
government of -yria, and Marſus ſucceeded 
to that honourable poſt. 


CH AF. YH, 


Silas impriſoned. Agrippa fortifies Feruſa- 
lem. The work ſtopped by Claudius. Eli- 
oneus ſucceeds to the pontiſicate. Agrippa 
dies. He is ſucceeded by Cuſpius Fadus. 


RESUMING on having been an aſſo- 
_ ciate with Agrippa in the misfortunes 
of war, and on the difficulties and dangers 
he had encountered in his ſervice, Silas 
deemed himſelf intitled to a joint ſhare in 
the government. In common converſation 


he was accuſtomed to boaſt of the great ſer- || 


vices he had rendered Agrippa, and to inſult 
him by reminding him of the inferiortiy of 
his former ſtation in life. So provoking 
were the inſults of Silas, that the king, at 
length, deprived him of his command, and 


but ſoon afterwards, reflecting that he was 
indebted to him in many obligations, he re- 
lented, and diſpatched meſſengers to invite 
him to make one of the company in cele- 
brating the anniverſary of his. birth. Silas 
ſaid to the meſſengers, that if he accepted 


the honour intended him by the king, it 


would be of ſhort duration, and therefore 
he declined it ; that his removal from office 


had injured his reputation, and that, while | 


conſcious of his own integrity, he would not 


be prevailed upon to diſguiſe the truth, nor 
to conceal his ſentiments and opinions; for 
fince fetters and a dungeon were the reward 
of his ſervices, the public ſhould be inform. 
ed of the diſtreſſed ſituation from which he 
had relieved Agrippa, and the dangers he 
had braved in his behalf. He deſired the 
meflengers to report what he had faid to 
their maſter. Believing the determination 
of Silas not to admit of being altered 
Agrippa ordered him again to priſon, 

The king 


higher and ſtronger than they were before; 
and he would have rendered Jeruſalem ab- 
ſolutely impregnable, had not & larſus, the 
governor of Syria, privately communicated 
to Claudius his ſuſpicions that ſome danger. 
ous deſign was on foot. Hercupon the em- 
peror wrote to Agrippa, directing him to 
relinquiſh the undertaking, which was ac. 


| cordingly done. 


Agrippa was peculiarly gratified in ſeizing 
every opportunity of exerciſing his naturally 
liberal diſpoſition. In this reſpe& he was 
the reverſe of his predeceſſor Herod, who 
was deceitful and cruel. Herod was ncto- 
riouſly partial to the Greeks, to the prejudice 
of the Jews; as was evident from the 
treaſure he expended in erecting theatres, 
temples, galleries, bathing houſes, and other 
ſtructures; but he did not in any caſe what- 
ever employ conſiderable ſums in public 
works to the honour of the Jews. Agrippa, 
on the contrary, was gentle and humane, 
hoſpitable and benevolent to ſtrangers, and 
a friend to mankind in general; though the 
people of his own country and religion he 
diſtinguiſhed as the moſt particular objects 
of his bounty. He choſe Jeruſalem as the 
general place of his reſidence. He was 
punctual in the diſcharge of the duties of 
religion, though free from all taint of ſuper- 
ſtition, and he offered a ſacrifice every day. 

While he was at Cæſarea, a lawyer, named 
Simon, having publicly reflected upon 
Agrippa as being a man of a diſorderly life, 
and deſerving puniſhmeat agreeable to the 


— 


the man to attend him. Simon arriving, 
when he was at the theatre, the king ſaid, 
if he had any cauſe for reproaching him, he 
wiſhed a public declaration of it to be made 
in that place. Simon being unable to juſti- 
fy the aſſertion he had made, in a confuſed 
manner implored the king's pardon, which 
he immediately received, together with a 
preſent in money. 


ſome proofs were given of his bounty and 
magnificence; but Berytus was diſtinguiſhed 
; above 


[Book XIV 


now directed his attention to Agrippa fo 
the ſafety of the city, and at the public ex. wag leruſg 
| pence fortified the walls of the part called op 
the new town. Theſe he built conſiderably vo. 


ractice of the church, the governor ſent 


intelligence thereof to the king, who ordered 
ſent him a priſoner into his own country: 


In every place where Agrippa arrived, 


1 


* but 
S he 
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above the reſt ; for at that place, at an im- | He attempted not to repreſs this impious 
menſe expence; he erected a theatre, and an||flattery, but, while contemplating his ideal 
amphitheatre, of equal ſplendor ; together divinity, and raiſing his eyes towards heaven, 
with a number of bagnios, and arched||he obſerved an owl perched upon a rope 
walks, which were all finiſhed in the higheſt || over his head: This circumſtance he con- 
degree of perſection. Theſe buildings were||fidered as an unfortunate omen, arid ſuch 
dedicated with extraordinary pomp : variety indeed it proved, as had been predicted; for 
of ſhews were exhibited in the theatre ; with 


he was inſtantly ſeized with a violent pain 

a diverſity of muſic, and other kinds of en- at his head, and convulſions in his bowels. 
tertainments. In the amphitheatre a num- While in this ſituation, he addreſſed the Being tor- 
ber of gladiators exhibited their feats in||people ſurrounding him; ſaying, © The in- _—_ 
ſingle combat: and this being ended, no|[evitable fate awaiting me, will ſhortly prove „ 
leſs than ſeven hundred maleiactors were that I am not immortal, and that thoſe who bis flatterers. 
expoſed to another ſeven hundred, forming||have told me to the contrary are impious 

the reſeinblance of a battle, and they fought||fatterers. The will of Heaven be done! 


till every man was deſtroyed, I'he happineſs of my life has been equal to 
| Soon after this, Agrippa went from Bery-||that of the moſt ſucceſsful monarch that 
5 42 tus to Tiberias, a city of Galilee, where ſe- has reigned : but ambition and vanity are 
mn. veral royal perſonages paid him their com- the cauſe of my deſtruction.“ 

pliments; as Antiochus, king of Comagena; Having thus ſpoken, his pains ſo greatly 
Sampſigeran, king of the Emenſenes; Cotys, increaſed that it was neceſſary to remove him 
king of the Leſſer Armenia; Polemon, an into the palace, and a rumour generally 
inferior prince of Pontus; and likewiſe|| ptevailed that the king was at the point of 
Herod, king of Chalcis, and the brother death, in conſequence of which the people 
of Agrippa. Theſe were received and en- ||cloathed themſelves in ſackcloth, and united 
tertained with a degree of royal hoſpitality ||in prayers to the Almighty for the recovery 
becoming the character of Agrippa and his||of the king, who looking down from his 
viſitors; and it was deemed much to the apartment, near the top of his palace, wept 
honour of the former to have ſo many gueſts bitterly on ſeeing his mourning ſubjects 
of eminent diſtinction. While the above||proſtrate on the pavement below. From 
illuſtrious perſons were with Agrippa, Mar-||this time he continued to ſuffer the moſt 
ſus, the governor of Syria, paid him a viſit, excrutiating pain for five days, and then he 
when Agrippa, through reſpect to the ſo- died, being in the ſeventh year of his reign, Agrippa dies; 
vereignty of the Roman empire, went ſeven and the fifty-fourth of his age. During the 
miles from town to meet him: but the firſt four years of his reign, Agrippa go- 
above viſit occaſioned a diflention between ||yerned under the emperor Caius ; Philip be- 
them; for Marſus finding ſo many ſovereigns ing tetrarch with him the firſt three years; 
aſſembled, and apparently upon terms of and in the fourth, the tetrarchy being jointly 
the ſtricteſt friendſhip, became apprehenſive||[divided between Agrippa and Herod. Du- 
that ſo formidable an alliance might endan-||ring the remaining three years, Claudius 
ger the public welfare; and therefore he diſ- was emperor, and, excluſive of the govern- 
patched meſſengers to the ſeveral kings, di-||ment of Judea, beſtowed upon him the 
recting them to depart without loſs of time. command of Cæſarea and Samaria, His 
This conduct fo diſguſted Agrippa, that he annual income was eſtimated at twelve 
ever after treated Marſus with great con- hundred myriads. Silas being now in priſon, 
tempt. Herod, prince of Chalcis, and Chelcias, 


459 


— 


Baaels ap- At this time Agrippa removed Matthias] the general, being his inveterate enemies, 


. from the office of high- prieſt, and appoint- 
ü- pri. t. 


they diſpatched Ariſton to deſtroy him, as 

ed Elioneus, the ſon of Citheus, his ſucceſ- by order of the king, before the death of 
ſor. In the third year of his reign over the latter ſhould be made public. | 
Judea, Agrippa went to Cæſarea, formerly] The ſurviving family of Herod, conſiſted 
known by the name of Straton's tower, || of a ſon of his own name, aged ſeventeen 
where a great number of the nobility and years, and three daughters. Berenice, the 
other people of rank aſſembled on occaſion ||eldeſt daughter, when fixteen years old, was 
of the games and ſpectacles inſtituted in married to her uncle Herod: Mariamne, the 
honour of Cæſar. Early in the morning of|| ſecond daughter, was ten, and Druſilla, the 

the ſecond day of the ſpectacles, Agrippa|| youngeſt, was fix years of age, at the time 
went to the theatre, habited in a robe curi- || of their father's death. 


ouſly wrought with ſilver, the rays of light|| Mariamne was contracted to Julius Ar- 

emitted from which the people deemed to chelaus, the for! of Chelcias, and her ſiſter 

be ſupernatural. They ſupplicated his par- to Epiphanes, the ſon of Antiochus, king 

don for having ignorantly ſuppaſed him aof Comagena. 

mortal ; adding, that they were now con- The death of king Agrippa was no ſoon- 

er made Enown to the public, than the in- 
| | habitants 


| 
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, [Boox x15 


The iograti- habitants of Cæſarea and Sebaſte, inſtead of 


tude of the 
inhabitants 
of Cæſarea 
and Sebaſte. 


was then at Rome, to take poſſeſſion of his | 


the calumny, took the ſtatues of Agtippa's 


perfumed with ointments, they feaſted and 


making a proper acknowledgement of the 
many obligations he had conferred on them, 
loaded his memory with the moſt ſcandalous 
and opprobrious epithets that their imagi- 
nations could poſlibly give riſe to. It hap- 
pened that at this time there was a number 
of ſoldiers at thoſe places, who, in aid of 


three daughters from the palace, and con- 
veyed them in triumph to public brothels, 
with bratith terms of reproach that are too 
infamous for repet.tion. With their heads 
ornamented with flowers and garlands, and 


revelled in the ſtreets, offering libations to 
Charon, and otherwiſe expreiting their joy 
on occaſion of their king's death. 

Being informed of the death of Agrippa, 
and of the inſulis offered to his memory by 
the ungrateful inhabitants of Cæſarea and 
Sebaſte, Claudius expreſſed great concern 


| 


on both accounts; and, agreeable with the 


oath he had taken, he formed the deſign of 
ſending the ſon of the deceaſed king, who | 


father's government : but, through the per- 


ſuaſions of his favourites, the emperor de- 
clined that intention. They contended 

that it was unſafe to truſt an undertaking of 
ſuch importance with ſo young a man; for 
the commiſſion was of ſo difficult a kind, 
that it would furniſh ample employment for 
the moſt acute, penetrating, and experi- 
enced man in the empire. 

Claudius appointed Cuſpius Fadus theCuyin a., 
ſucceſſor of Agrippa, reſtricting him from age ſuc- 
receiving Marſus into the government, on Agripps 
account of his having been the declared 
enemy of Agrippa. He alſo dieQed him 
ſeverely to puniſh the inhabitants of Cæſarea 
and Sebaſte, for the indignities they had 
offered to Agrippa and his daughters; com- 
miſſioning him to diſpatch to Pontus the 
five cohorts and the other troops ſtationed 
in thoſe cities, and to ſupply their places 
with a body of choice men from the Roman 
legions then in Syria. Claudius, however, 
was prevailed upon to revoke this laſt order; 
and hence aroſe very great calamities to the 


Jewiſh nation. 


THE 
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B.Y 


„ _ 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


80 0K FE 
From the Year of the World | 4009 70 40 30. 


CHE TE xi 


Caſſius Longinus ſucceeds Maris in the government F Syria. The principal infligators 
of an inſurrection puniſhed. Sentence of death paſſed upon the leader of a band of rob- 
bers. TFeſeph ſucceeds Canthara in the pontificate. 


Neo & after the deceaſe of A grip- | 


invaders of the public peace, and deſpoilers 


pa, the emperor Claudius mani- | of private property. He then ſent to the 

x feſted his reſpect for the memo- | prieſts and principal men of Jeruſalem, re- 
<©-SX4YX ry of his royal friend by remov- || quiring them, under the virtue of a man- 
ing Marſus from the government of Syria, and] date granted by Cæſar, to reſtore the ponti- 


appointing Caſſius Longinus to ſucceed him; 
and this be did in compliance with the re- 
gueſt that Agrippa had made to him in di- 
vers letters. | 1 
A diſpute at this time prevailed between 
the Jews reſident on the other fide the Jordan 
and the Philadelphians, reſpecting the boun- 
daries of a village called Mais, inhabited by 
a people remarkable for their bravery. The 
Jews having taken up arms, and put ſeveral of 
the Philadelphians to death, without receiv- 
ing authority for ſo doing from their ſupe- 
riors; Cuſpius Fadus was fo much incenſed 
againſt them, on account of their ſeditious 
, practices, that he cauſed Annibis, Amaram, 


"hag violerice, to be put in chains. He ſoon af- 


terwards ſentenced Annibus to ſuffer death, 
and his two companions to baniſhment. 


m, d and Eleazar, the principal inſtigators of the 


| 


fical veſtinents to the caſtle of Antonia, 
where they had been depoſited in ancient 
days. It being ſuppoſed, that the removal 
of the ſacred ſtole to Antonia might exaſpe- 
rate the multitude, the troops were drawn 
up, in order to preſerve public tranquillity. 
The prieſts and other leading people of Je- 
ruſalem, ſuppoſing that an abſolute refuſal 
of the demand might be attended with dan- 
ger, they applied to Fadus and Longinus, 
ſoliciting permiſſion to ſubmit their caſe to 
Cæſar, and that in the mean time, the pro- 


| ceedings might be ſuſpended. Their re- 


queſt was complied with, on condition of 
their delivering up their children as hoſtages. 
The deputies in behalf of the Jews going 


to Rome, Agrippa, who was then at the 


emperor's court, was ſo ſooner informed of 
their arrival, than he petitioned the empe- 
ror to permit the ſacred veſtments to con- 


The ſedition being quelled, Fadus pro- 


eus nounced ſentence of death upon Tholomeus, | . udges the 
td. the captain of a band of robbers that had Claudius ordered the deputies into his pre- hol? fl. 


committed great devaſtation in Arabia and || ſence, and informed them of his acquieſcence ments to re- 
Idumea. This delinquent being puniſhed, || in their requiſition, at the ſame time ſaying, or hon, 
Fadus purſued the moſt vigorous and effec- their acknowledgements were due to A 

tua} meaſures for extirpating all the other 


tinue in poſſeſſion of the ſews. Hereupon, Czfir ad- 


grippa, through whoſe interceſſion his com- 
5 X pliance 
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Joſeph fac- 
ceeds to the 
poutificate. 


manicus, tribune of the 


| braced the Jewiſh religion. 


pl iance was obtained. He then delivered to 
the commiſſioners a letter, addreſſed to the 
people of Jeruſalem and the whole Jewiſh 


nation, purporting that Claudius Czfar Ger- 
people, the fifth 
time elected conſul, the fourth time empe- 
ror; and the tenth time father of his coun- 
try, in compliance with the deſire of 
Agrippa, was willing that the pontifical ha- 
bits ſhould remain in the cuſtody of the Jews, 
conditionally that the regulations eſtabliſh- 


ed in the time of Vitellius ſhould be ſtrictly | 


obſerved; Cornelius, the ſon of Ceron ; 
Tryphon, the fon of 'Theudion; Dorotheus, 
the ſon of Nathanacl; and John, the ſon of 
John, were intruſted to dehver this letter, 


which was dat d the fourth of the Calends 


of July *, to Cuſpius Fadus. | | 
Uponhis own ſolicitation, Claudius grant- 
ed to Herod, prince of Chalcis, the charge 
of the temple, the holy veſſels and other 
trealure, together with the power of ap- 
pointing the high-prieſts. Theſe privileges 
continued in Herod's family till the conclu- 
ſon of the Jewiſh wars. Having depoſed 
Canthara, Herod promoted Joſeph, the fon 
of Cancus, to the pontificate. | 


„%% Ms 


Hates, king of Adiabena, and Helen, his mo- 
ther, emlruce the Fewiſh faith, Helen 
married to her brother Monobaſus. Va- 
rious particulars relating to them and their 

family. Rates ſubmits to circumc ion. 
During a famine, the people of Feriſalem 
are relieved by Helen. Artabanus ſucceed- 
ed by his jon Vardanes, who is put to death 
by hrs ſubjefts, and being ſucceeded by Go- 
tarza, be is alſo deſtroyed. Ihe govern- 
ment deſcends to another brother named 
Vologeſus. Abias, king of Arabia, deſtroys 
himſelf. IZates dying, he is ſucceeded by 
 Monobaſus. Helen dies. A falſe prophet, 
named Theuaas, put to death, 


ELEN, queen of Abiabena, and Iza- 


tes | her ſon, about this time em- 


Monobalſus, 
otherwiſe Bazeus, king of Adiabena, mar- 
ried his ſiſter Helen. They being in bed 


together, at a time when Helen was preg- 


nant, Monobaſus, being nearly aſleep, un- 


knowingly threw his arm over his wife, at 
which moirent he imagined that he heard a 
voice, directing him to remove his arm, leſt 
it ſhuuld injure the unborn infant, which 
would become an object of the peculiar 
care of providence. 
time, Helen was delivered of a male child, 
which received the name of Izates. Before 
the birth of Izates, Monobaſus had a ſon 


by the ſame princeſs, which was called after 


himſelf; and he had allo ſeveral other ſons 
by different wives. 


-_ 


rather than a deliberate and ſettled rancour, 


* 
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Monobaſus entertained a more tender are 
fection for Izates, than for his other ſons. 
and this partiality was ſo apparent, that they 
became extremely jealous of the favourite. 
The king perceived their expreſſions of dif. 
guſt; but imagined it to ariſe wholly | | 
from an emulation they reſpectively enter. by tw. 
tained to gain the firſt place in his eſteem, ten. 


( 


| But upon further obſervation, tinding he 
had judged too favourably, he determined 


to remove Izates into a fituation where he 


In the due courſe of 


would be ſecure from the reſentment of his 
brothers. He thereſore ſent him to the fort 
of Spaſinus, furniſhed with powerful re. 
commendations and magnificent preſents, jj. id 
by way of ſecuring him a favourable recep. ing »4e 
tion from king Abennerigus. This foye. gu, 
reign conceived ſo great an eſteem for the 
youth, that he gave to him in marriage his 
daughter Samachas, with a portion of land, 
by way of dower, which produced him a 

; conſiderable revenue. 

Being now arrived to a very great age, and 
| apprehending that his diſſolution was ſpeedi- 
ly approaching, Monobaſus was exceedingly 

defirous of once more beholding his tavourite 
ſon; and therefore recalled him from Spa- 
ſinus, and after embracing him with the 
greateſt tenderneſs, aſſigned to him the pro- 
vince of Ceron *, which was celebrated for 
the production of various kinds of aromatic 
plants of che moſt excellent quality, and for 
containing the veſtiges of Noah's ark, which 
were expoſed to view, and eſteemed matters 
of great curioſity. During the remaining 
part of his father's life, Izates reſided in the 
country of Ceron. 

In a ſhort time the king died; and on the Mobil 
ſame day the queen aſſembled the miniſters, des, | 
commanders, and princi al officers, and in- — 
formed them that her late huſband had elect- 
ed Izates to ſucceed him in the ſovereign 
dignity, deeming him more eminently qua- 
lified than either of his other ſons for diſ- 
charging the duties of the royal Ration; but 
ſhe requeſted their advice, obſerving, that a 
private opinion would not operate to pro- 
cure the happineſs of a prince in oppoſition 
to the general ſentiments of the people. 
The queen directed this compliment in or- 
der to diſcover the intereſts they were incli- 
ned to ſupport. According to the eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom of the country, the miniſters, 
when the queen had concluded her addreſs, 
made a profound reverence, and then pro- 
ceeded to inform her, that they were per- 
fectly ſatisfied as to the juſt preference 
of the deceaſed king towards Izates, who 
they were unanimouſly deſirous of advanc- 
ing to the regal dignity. They ſaid, the 
people were ready to acknowledge alle- 
giance to Izates; and that if the queen 


* Anſwerable to the twenty-eighth of June, 
+ Tacitus reads Ezates. 


** | 
C 


— 


* Cardon, in Bochart's Georg. Sacr. I. 1. c. 3. 


judged 
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they had ſhewn of their zealous attachment 


engage to deſtroy the brothers, and ſuch 
other relations as it might be apprehended 
would diſpute the right of Izites to the 
throne, Helen thanked them for the inſtance 


toher ſon ; but ſaid, ſhe deemed it improper 
to take any meaſures againſt the brothers, 
or other branches of the family; without 
the ſanction of Izates's approbation: Ap- 
prehending that they ſbould not be able to 
revail upon the queen to content to the 
death of the brothers, the council urged 
that the ſafety of the new king rendered it 
neceſſary to impriſon them, and entruſt the 
adminiſtration of government to a perſon 
whom the queen might approve, till tie 
arrival of Izates. The queen acquieſced | 
in the meaſures laſt recommended, and 
nominated Moi:obaſusz the elder brother, 
to aſſume the office of viceroy. She then 
laced the crown upon the head of Mono- 
baſus, delivered to him the fignet-ring and 
royal robe, called the ſampſera, which had 
belonged to his father, and inveited him 
with the full powers of government du- 
ring the ablence of Izates; who returned 


——— 


to Adiabena immediately upon receiving 
intelligence of the death of his father; and, 
on his arrival, Monobaſus reſigned his 
authority with the utmoſt readineſs. 
While Izates was at for: Spalinus, a Jew 


merchant, named Ananias, formed an ac- 


quaintance with ſome ladies of the court, 
and having inſtructed them in the princi- 
ples of the Jewiſh religion, they introduced 
him to the prince, whom he allo convert- 
ed. At the earneſt entreaty of Izates, 


Ananias accompanied him to Adiabena, | 


when he was recalled, a ſhort time previous 
to the death of his father. It happened 
that queen Helen was at the ſame time 
converted to Judaiſm by another Jew. 
Izates was extremely concerned to find 


bis brothers and other relations impriſoned, 


nor would his conſcience permit him to 
conſent to their death, nor to their bein 

detained in confinement : but he reflected, 
that if he reſtored them to freedom, thei 


defire of revenge for the treatment they had 


received, might render his own ſafety ex- 
tremely precarious : and theretore, to avoid 


Inte: lend either extreme, he ſent them and their 


wrlations children as 
I hoſtages to 


one and 


kai 


hoſtages, ſome to Claudius 
Cæſar at Rome, and the others to Arta- 
banus, king of Parthia. 

Obſerving his mother's attachment to 
the religion and laws of the Jew, Izates 
determined to avow himſelt ot the ſame 
perſuaſion, which he accordingly did. Con- 
tidering that his converſion could not be 
compleat while he remained in a ſtate of 


uncircumciſion, he reſolved to ſubmit to 


the operation. The queen endeayoured tc 
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judged it expedient, they would- themſelves! 


perſuade him from this meaſure, obſerving 
that it could not be ſuppoſed the people 
would preſerve their alleziance to a protcfſed 
Jew. On this ſubje& he conſulted Ananias, 
who declared himlelf perfectly of the 
queen's opinion; ſaying, that if he perſiſted, 
he would be under the neceſſity of departing 
from Adiabena, where he would be con- 
lidered by the multitude as an enemy to 
the government; adding, that divine wor- 
{hip being an act of the heart, the external 
ceremony of circumciſion would be diſ- 
penſed with, when a compliance would 
endanger the happineſs of a whole people, 
provided an implicit obedience was paid to 
the laws and precepts of Moſes. At length, 
the king was reconciled to the ſentiments 
of the queen and Ananias. | 
Some time afterwards, a Jew, named 
Eleazar, who was particularly convertant 
in the Jewiſh inſtitutions, came from Ga- 
lilee to Adiabena, and being introduced to 
the king while he was ſtudying the books 
ot Moles, he ſaid he feared his majeſty was 
not apprized of the affront he was offering 
to the Alinighty ; for an acquaintance with 
the Divine pleaſure would not opœra e to 
ſalvation, unleſs it was accompanied with 
a due obedience to the ſacred commands of 
God. If he was (till ignorant of the law 
pronouncing circumciſion to be neceſſary, 
Eleazar deſired him to purſue his reading, 
in order to be convinced that the negle& 
of fo eſſential a ceremony was an abomin- 
able impiety. 1 
This remonſtrance had ſo powerful an 
effect upon Izates, that he commanded the 
immediate attendance of a ſurgeon in a 
withdrawing room, where he ſubmitted to 
the operation. Having informed his mo- 


expreſſed the moſt terrible anxiety for the 
latety of the king's perſon and government ; 
{.ying, that if che leaſt intimation of the 


people, an inſurrection muſt be the inevit- 
able conſequence, ſince they would never 
ſubmit to be governed by a prince profeſſ- 


gion of the country : and they were greatly 
alarmed on their own accounts, apprehend- 
ing that in the general outrage tiiey ſhould 
fall a ſacrifice to public vengeance, under 
the ſuppoſition of being the adviſers and 
abettors of an act ſo violently militating 
againſt the inclinations of the people. The 
caſe of Izates is to be conſidered as an ad- 
mirable leſſon to mankind ; for it pleaſed 
the Almighty to deliver him from the moſt 
deſperate and hopeleſs ſituation ; thereby 
intimating that virtue and piety will in- 
fallibly meet with due reward. 

[zates being eſtabliſhed in the peaceable 
poſſeſſion of his government, and having 


obtained 


circumſtance was communicated © to the 


ing a faith contrary to the eſtabliſhed reli- 


Iz1tes ſubs 
; a mies to ci» 
ther and Ananias of the tranſaction, they cumciſion. 
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obtained in his on country, as well as in 
foreign parts, the reputation of 2 a juſt 
and wiſe prince, eſteemed by his fellow- 
creatures, and particularly favoured by the 
Almighty; the queen conſidered that ſince 
affairs were ſo happily ſituated in Adiabena, 
ſhe might reaſonably indulge an inclination 


ſhe had conceived of viſiting the holy tem- 


ple at Jeruſalem, and of performing wor- 
ſhip, and offering ſacrifice, according to the 
eſtabliſhed regulations. Izates highly ap- 
proved of the intended expedition, provided 


his mother with immenſe ſums of money, 


and proceeded with her ſeveral days on her| 


journey. At this time ſo terrible a famine 

revailed in Jeruſalem that many of the in- 
[abitante daily periſhed ; the arrival of the 
benevolent queen therefore proved a very 
happy circumitance ; for ſhe had no ſoone: 


Queen Helen received information of the public neceſſi- 


relieves the 
inhabitants 


of Jeruſalem. 


ties than ſhe diſpatched meſſengers to pro- 
cure the means of ſubſiſtence. In a ſhort 
time, great quanrities of wheat were brought 
from Alexandria, and dried figs from the 
ifland of Cyprus ; and theſe and other ar- 
ticles which had been procured by her 
order, ſhe cauſed to be diſtributed among 
the diſtreſſed Jews, whereby ſhe obtained 
a degree of reputation adequate to the ſea 
ſonable proof ſhe had afforded of her muni- 
ficent and liberal diſpoſition. Upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the famine, Izates 
ſent vaſt ſums conſigned to the governors. 
of Jeruſalem, to be applied to the uſe of 
ſuch of the people as ſtood in need of re- 
lief. But the particulars' of the roya' 
bounty, on the above occaſion, will come 
with more propriety hereafter. 

The principal men at the court of Parthia 


having fomented a very formidable inſur- 


An inſurrec- 
tion againſt 
the king of 
Parthia, 


banus judged that the party approaching 


rection, the king determined to requeſt the 
advice and aſſiſtance of Izates; and, ac- 
companied by about a thouſand of his re- 
lations and moſt truſty friends, fet out to 
give him the meeting. Thele ſovereigns, 
who were not perſonally known to each 
other, met on the public way, when, from 
his numerous and' ſplendid retinue, Arta- 


could be no other than Izates ; and there- 
fore he advanced, and, according to the 
cuſtom of his country, ſaluted him with a 
reverence, called adoration, Addreſſing 
himſelf to Izates, Artabanus ſaid, Moſt 
illuſtrious prince! Though you behold me 


in the character of an humble ſupplicant, 


let me not be an object of your contempt. 
From the regal dignity, it is my misfor- 
tune to be reduced to a private ſtation; 
and the extremity of my circumſtances 
compels me to ſeek for relief in your ma- 
jeſty's beneficence. Permit me to obſerve, 
that it is the common intereſt of princes to 
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ceſs of a revolt againſt one ſovereign gives 
encouragement to the reſtleſs and factious 
ſpirits of other nations to conſpiracy and 
rebellion.” Underſtanding that his ſup- 
plicant was the king of Parthia, Izates 
diſmounted from his horſe, and in the 
moſt kind and encouraging manner, ex- 
horted him to cheriſh the hope that Divine 
providence would reſtore him to the pow- 
ers of royalty ; adding, that he would either 
re-eſtabliſh him in poſſeſſion of his authority 
or reſign to him his own crown. Izates 
now obliged Artabanus to mount his horſe 
declaring his intention of accompanying 
him on foot, by way of acknowledging his 
ſuperiority: but in this Artabanus declined 
to acquieſce, ſaying he would inſtant! 

diſmount, if he did not take horſe and lead 
tne way. Izates at length complied, and 
conducted Artabanus to his palace; and 
he aſſigned him the firſt place at all e ter- 
tainments and other meetings; and in every 
other inſtance tre:ted him in the moſt ho- 
nourable and reſpectful manner. 

Izates diſpatched letters to the Parthians, 
earneſtly recommending them to recal 
Artabanus to the poſſefſion of his throne, 
giving his word of honour, and offering, 
it they required it, to ratify the ſame with 
the ſolemnity of an oath, to become en- 
gaged for procuring a full pardon of all 
paſſed offences. 

Their anſwer was rather an evaſion than 
an abſolute refuſal; for they urged that 
having elected a man named Cinnamus to 
the ſovereignty, an attempt to diſpoſſeſs 
him of the authority would inflame the 
populace to ungovernable outrage. Cin- 
namus, who had been brought up under 
the care and direction of Artabanus, was 
greatly affected at the miſerable ſituation 
of that prince; and being a man of an ho- 
nourable and generous diſpoſition, he ſent 
word to him, that if he would return, he 
would himſelf be anſwerable for his per- 


| ſonal ſafety, and reſign to him the ſovereign 


authority. On this aſſurance, Artabanus 
{et out, in order to take poſſeſſion of his 
kingdom ; and on the way he was met by 
Cinnamus, who taking 
his own head placed it on that of Artaba- 
nus, ſaluting him by the title of king, and 
behaving towards him with the greateſt 
reſpect and reverence, and the uſual for- 
malities of ſtate. In teſtimony of his gra- 
titude to Izates for having reſtored him to 
his throne, . Artabanus granted him the 
privilege to wear a tiara, and lay on a bed 
[reſembling thoſe which the kings of Parthia 
had the excluſive right to uſe ; and he pre- 
| ſented him with the fruitful and extenſive 
| country of Niſibis, formerly belonging to 


protect and aſſiſt each other; for the ſuc- 


| 


the kings of Armenia, and celebrated for 
containing the ancient city of Antioch, 
which 
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By means of 
the crown from Izdes, Anal 
banus is teſ· 
tored to his 
throne. 
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mie by 


bad taken up her reſidence in Jeruſalem, 


. five to his ſubjects that they put him to 


_ 


4 wes 
þ throne of, 
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any fign of confuſion, or abatement of his 
natural bravery, the king retreated to his 


| ſhort reign, 


the government of Media to Parcorus, the 
elder, and that of Armenia to Terridates, 
the younger brother by the father's fide. 


had reſulted from the king's change of re- 
ligion, his brother Monobaſus, and other 


which was built by the Macedonians; and 
afterwards received the name of Mygdonia. 

Soon after the above occurrences; Arta- 
banus died. Upon the acceſſion of his fon 
Vardanes to the throne, he endeavoured to 
prevail upon Izates to commence hoſtilities 
againſt the Romans. Izates had ſent five 
ſons to be inſtructed in the language and 
diſcipline of the Romans, and his mother 


for the benefit of devotional exerciſes in the 
holy temple; and excluſive of theſe con- 
fiderations, he deemed it extremely im- 
prudent to involve himſelf unneceſſarily in 
a war with ſo powerful an enemy. 
therefore endeavoured to divert Vardanes 
from his purpoſe, by frequently repreſent- 
ing to him the undoubted bravery and 
great ſtrength of the Romans, and the 
ſurprizing exploits they had performed: 
but Vardanes was ſo highly offended b 
theſe expoſtulations, that he immediate] 
declared war againſt Izates. The reſolution 
that Vardanes had formed, and continued 
to perſevere in, of commencing a war 
againſt the Romans, proved ſo highly offen- 


death, and elected his brother Gotarza to 
ſucceed him in the government. After a 
Gotarza was treacherouſl 
murdered ; and the throne was aſcended. by 
his brother, named Vologeſus, who gave 


In conſideration of the happy effects that 


relations, formed the deſign of adopting the 
cuſtoms and manners of the Jews. The 
religious principles entertained by the royal 


family proved highly offenſive to the no- || 


bility and other principal people: but they 
diſpuiſed their ſentiments, judging that by 
ſuch caution, they ſhould be the better 
enabled to gratify their reſentment. They 
ſent letters to Abias, king of Arabia, re- 


gion of his country, Izates had forfeited 
all claim to their allegiance, urging him to 
an immediate declaration of war, and pro- 
miſing, that when the armies ſhould meet, 
they would deſert their ſovereign. In con- 
ſequence of this application, Abias marched 
a formidable body of troops againſt Izates; 
and when the armies came within view of 
each other, the latter was deſerted by great 
numbers of his ſubjects. Without betraying 


camp; and having enquired into, and 
diſcovered the cauſe of the deſertion, he 
ordered ſuch of the conſpirators as he 


He |! 


— 


was able to detect, to be puniſhed 
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according to their demerits. On the fol- 
lowing day, Izates encountered; and utterly 
defeated the Arabians, 'committing great 
flaughter upon them, and putting the ſur- 
vivors to flight. Abias having taken refuge 
in the caſtle of Arſamas, Izates conquered 
that place by ſtorm, and made ſpoil of 
treaſure to an immenſe amount. To avoid 
being made a priſoner, the king of Arabia 
put an end to his own life. After this ex- 
ploit, Izates returned to Adiabena in all 
the pemp of victory. 
Notwithſtanding their treacherous de- 
ſigns had been already diſappointed, the 


leading men of Adiabena wrote to Vologe- 


ſus, king of the Parthians, informing him 
that his apoſtary from the. religion of his 


univerſal deteſtation to his. ſubjects, and 
requeſting that he would appoint ſome 


y||perſon of his own nation to aſſume the 
y [|government. Hereupon, Vologeſus reſolved 


to make war againſt the king of Adiabena; 
and this deſign he indicated by a revocation 
of the grants made by his father, declarin 
that if his pleaſure was diſputed; hoſtilities 
would immediately enſue. 
Izates ſent his wives and children to a 
ſtrong caſtle, and cauſed large 13 of 


y || grain and other neceſſaries of life to be de- 


poſited in the moſt ſecure forts in his do- 
minions; after which he burnt all the hay, 
forage, and other articles that could not 
be removed, leaſt they ſhould contribute 
to the advantage of the enemy. Vologe- 


Media; and Izates pitched his tents near 
the ſame ſpot, his forces conſiſting of fix 
thouſand horſe, Vologeſus diſpatched a 
meſſenger to inform Izates, that, with the 
whole force of his empire, extending from 


ſeverely to chaſtiſe kim for having refuſed 
to ſubmit to his authority, and that in de- 
pending for ſucceſs in the power of the 


diety he worſhipped, he would be guilty 
preſenting, that by abandoning the reli- 


of the moſt extravagant folly. The reply 
given by Izates to the meſſenger was, that 


ſelf to the will of an eternal God, whoſe 
goodneſs and power ſurpaſſed the narrow 
limits of human comprehenſion. Having 
diſpatched the herald, Izates proſtrated 
himſelf upon the earth, and thus addreſſed 
the Lord: © Almighty and ever bleſſed 
God, whom thy pious ſervants never ſup- 
plicate in vain, vouchſafe to extend thy 
mercy to thy faithſul creature, who now 
ſubmits himſelf to thy Divine will, infinite 
goodneſs, and almighty power: puniſh the 


but 


dared to blaſpheme thy ſacred name : 
9 , this 


* 


country, had rendered Izates an object of 


ſus encamped a very powerful army on the 
banks of a river ſeparating Adiabena from 


Bractria to Euphrates, he was preparing 


in point of numbers he did not pretend to 
rival Vologeſus; but that he reſigned him- 


impious temerity of thoſe people who have 


After being 
defeared by 
Izates, the 
king of Ara- 
bia deſtroys 
himſelf, 


Vologeſus 
menaces Iza- 
tes with war. 
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this vengeance upon mine enemies I do not 
ſupplicate ſo much on my own account, as 
in vindication of the affronted honour of 
thy holy name.” The humiliation and 
prayers of this truly pious prinee proved 
acceptable to the Almighty. The fame 
night, Vologeſus received information, that 
the Dahe an the Sace, people inhabiting 
Seythia, availing themſelves of the king's 
abſence, had made an irruption into his 
dominions ; whereupon he led off his army 
to repel the invaders. This misfortune to 
Vologeſus is to be conſidered as a fignal 
interpoſition of Divine providence in favour 
of Izates. bo” ues 
Soon after the above events, Izates ex- 
Tzates dies, pired in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and 


and Monoba- the twenty-fourth of his government. He 


1 left four ſons, but in acknowledgment of 
the integrity of his brother in reſigning 
the authority that had been committed to 


him in truſt, he appointed Monobaſus to 


ſucceed him in the ſovereignty. The de- 
ceaſe of fo religious, affectionate and dutiful 
a ſon cauſed great affliction to queen Helen: 


but the advancement of Monobaſus to the 


former wife, and Bernicianus and Hyrca- 
grief. Upon the death of Izates, the queen 


thrown afforded ſome mitigation to her 


returned to Adiabena; but ſhe did not long 
ſurvive, Monobaſus ſent the remains of 


his mother and brother to be depoſited in | 


the three pyramids which the queen had 


erected at the diſtance of three furlongs 


from Jeruſalem. 

While Cuſpius Fadus had the govern- 
ment of Judea, a pretended prophet, 
named Theudas, prevailed upon a great 
number of the people to follow him with 
their moſt valuable effects to the Jordan, 
under the pretext, that by pronouncing a 
ſingle word, he would cauſe the waters to 
divide, and leave them a dry paſſage to the 
oppoſite banks. Being informed of the 
departure of the credulous multitude, Fa- 
dus diſpatched after them a body of cavalry, 
by whom many were ſlain, and others 
taken priſoners. Upon the return of the 


The head of troops to Jeruſalem, the head of the im- 
a falſe pro- 


het expoſed. P f | 
e as a public ſpectacle. | | 


CHAP. III. 
Tiberius Alexander ſucceeds Cuſpius Fadus. 


James and Simon crucified. Ananius ap- 
pointed high-prieſl, Cumanus ſucceeds 
Tiberius Alexander. Herod dies. Clau- 
dius gives the kingdom of Chalcis to 


Agrippa the younger 
USPIUS FADUS was ſucceeded in 
the government of Judea by Tiberius 


— 2 — — 
« * — —̃— 4 * — 


* See Turnebus's Adverſaria, I. 27, c. 25. Ala- 
barches, or rather Arabarches, which is the cor- 


þ 


— — 


— 


oſtor Theudas was ſtruck off and expoſed || 


rector way of writing it. It is a Greek word, and 


| year of the reign of Claudius. Herod left 


[Boox 
Alexander, the ſon of Alexander, who 
held the office of alabarcha, * in Alexandria 
and who was conſidered as the moſt wealth f 
citizen of his time. Tiberius Alexande, 
apoſtatiſed from the religion of his anceſtors 
and was in other reſpects a more exCep. 
tionable character than his father. At this 
time raged in Judea the dreadful famine 
during which queen Helen, at avaſt expence, 
afforded relief to the people, as we haye 
already mentioned. While Cyrenius was 
employed in taxing Galilee, James and 
Simon, the ſons of Judas, excited the yt. 
moſt endeavours to ſpirit up the Jews to a lame, i 
revolt againſt the Romans; and in conſe. Simon et 
quence thereof, Alexander cauſed them wo 
be crucified; | | 

Herod, king of Chalcis, removed Jo- 
ſeph, the ſon of Camydas, from the pon- 
tificial dignity, and appointed Ananias, Anais 
the fon of Nebedeus, to ſucceed him, c 
Cumanus ſucceeded Tiberius Alexander; has“ 3 
and about the ſame time died Herod, 
brother of Agrippa the great, in the eighth 


———— — — — 


the following ſons: Ariſtobulus by a 


nus, by Berenice, the daughter of his 
brother, king Agrippa. Claudius Czfar a8 55 
appointed the younger Agrippa to ſucceed ccd fe 
Herod in the government of Chalcis. J 


CHAP. IV. 


An inſurrection in Fudea. Twenty thouſand 
lives loſt. A ſoldier deſtroys the books of 
Moſes, The offender ſentenced to death. 


N the approach of the paſchal feaſt, 
() or the feaſt of unleavened bread, vaſt 
numbers of people reſorted to Jeruſalem. 
Cumanus deemed it prudent to ſtation a 
company of ſoldiers to guard the temple, 
leſt any diſturbances ſhould ariſe among 
the populace, His predeceflors had fre- 
quently taken this precaution on fimilar 
occaſions. On the fourth day of the feiti- 
val, a ſoldier had the audacity to expoſe U ; 
himſelf entirely naked to the public, who naked al 
were enraged to the higeſt degree by this 8 1 
act of indecency, which they conſidered ies, i,» 
not ſo much as a mark of diſreſpect to many li 
themſelves, as a manifeſt inſult to the Al- | 
mighty power, to whole honour the feſtival 
was dedicated. Some people, of more 
daring ſpirits than the reſt, attributed the 
offence to Cumanus, alledging that it was 
not probable the ſoldier would have been 
guilty of ſo daring an inſolence without 
having received | encouragement from the 
overnor. This diſgraceful imputation 


proved the ſourceof great affliction and anger 


— 


* 


1 — — 


to 


fignifies a chief publican or tax-gatherer, 
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to Cumanus : but he exhorted the people | 
in terms of gentleneſs, to moderate their 


; 14 467 
Claudius dies. He is fucceeded by Ne rv.» 


20 contrives the deſtruttion of his mother \. 


palſion, and not to proceed to any acts of and others. Azizus ſucceeded by his bro= 
violence: but obſerving that inſtead of rer. Nero gives feveral governments to 
appeafing, his arguments ſerved to inflame Agrippa. | | 


the rage of the populace, he commanded 
the troops to march into the caſtle of An- 
tonia, which, as we have already menti- 
oned, commanded a view of the temple. 
Upon perceiving the army advance, the 


bh going to Jeruſalem to celebrate the 
public feſtivals, it was cuſtomary for 
the Galileans to paſs through Samaria;. 
While thoſe people were on the road to the. 


0 


eople apprehended that they were prepa- 
4 to Ek them, and Rd idea + "i 
ger was ſo prevalent, that each endeavoured 
to provide for his own ſafety by a precipi- 
tate retreat, and the paſſages being narrow, 
twenty thouſand of them were either ſmo 
thered or trampled to death in the croud. 
Thus did one beaſtly action of a ſoldier 
turn a public feſtival into a day of general 
ſorrow; for the public no longer attended 
to their prayers and ſacrifices and other 
ceremonies, but employed themſelves in 


lamentations and mournings. 


Sdon after the above unhappy events, 
ſucceeded anoth.r heavy affliction to the 
Jews. A number of people who had 
eſcaped from the - neighbourhood of the 


temple had proceeded to the diſtance of 
about an hundred furlongs from the town, 
when they met one of the emperor's do- 


meſtics, whoſe name was Stephen; and 


this man they aſſaulted and robbed. When 
the circumſtance was related to Cumanus, 


he detached a body of troops, with a com- 


miſſion to ravage the villages of the neigh- 
bourhood, wherein the fact was committed, 
and to make priſoners of ſome of the 
principal inhabitants. During the plunder 


capital of Judea, a quarrel took place be- 


tween them and the inhabitants of Nais; 


a village ſituated upon the great plain, and 
under the juriſdiction of Samaria ; and in 


the conteſt ſeveral of the Galileans were 


lain. The Jews now animated their 
countrymen to take up arms, and elected 


to the chief command Eleazar, the ſon of 


Dineus, who had for ſeveral years been a 
mountaineer, and obtained a ſubſiſtence by 
making incurſions into Samaria, Cumanus 
marched againſt the Jews with ſome ſqua- 
drons of cavalry from Sebaſte, four com- 


Cumanus ' 


panies of foot, and a budy of Samaritans routs the 


compleatly armed; and with theſe: forces 
he entirely defeated them, committing. a 


great ſlaughter, and taking a great number 


of priſoners. 
The ſituation of the Jews was now in 
every reſpect ſo truly deplorable, that thoſe 


who were moſt diſtinguiſhed for rank, in- 


tegrity, moderation, and good ſenſe, hum= 


bled themſclves in ſackcloth and aſhes, and 


fervently appealed to Heaven to avert the 
dreadful calamities which ſtill ſeemed to be 
ſuſpended over their heads. They repre- 


ſented the deſolate ſtate of their country; 


the eyentual deſtruction of the temple, and 


M-untai- 
 neers: 


* 


of theſe places, on. of the ſoldiers found 
lier del the books of Moſes, and having produced 
n the 
* 
bees, 


ſlavery of their wives and children to nati- 
ons addicted to profane religions; adjuring 
their country men by the love of their re- 
ligion, country, liberties, families and laws, 
to moderate their extravagant paſſions, ſup- 
preſs all farther deſigns of war, and peace- 
ably return to their reſpective habitations. 
The arguments made uſe of had the deſired 
effect upon the common people, who gra- 
dually diſperſed; and the mountaineers 
returned to their former quarters, and con- 
tinued to follow their illegal and rapacious 
courſe of living. From this period Judea 
became a receptacle for robbers. _ 
Numidius Quadratus*, governot of Sy- 
ria, being at this time at Tyre, the prin- 
cipal people of Samaria went thither, and 
exhibited a complaint to him againſt the 
Jews, charging them with having let fire to, 
and plundered their villages ; and alledging 
that they were not ſo ſenſibly affected by 
the injuries themſelves ſuſtained, as by the 
contempt ſhewn to the ſupreme authority 
the ſtate of Rome, which poſſeſſed the 


* According to Salinuſius, Umidius Quadratus. 
Vide his annotations upon Alius Spertianus. 


excluſive 


them to his companions, and execrated 
the whole Jewiſh nation, he tore and 
utterly deſtroyed thoſe ſacred writings. 
The Jews now aſſembled in great multi- 
tudes, and repaired to Cumanus, at 
Cæſaria, ſupplicating that juſtice might be 
executed upon the offender, and urging 
that they did not conſider him as deſerving 
puniſhment for the affront he had offer- 
ed to themſelves, ſo much as for his 
abominable impiety to the Almighty. 
Cumanus judged it not prudent to deny 
the juſtice claimed by the Jews, leſt a 
popular tumult ſhould enſue ; and there- 
- fore he commanded the offender's head 
to be ſtruck off, which was accordingly 
done. 


—— 


„ 
A i ſention between the Jews and Samari- 
tans. Several of both parties ſent for trial 
before Caeſar. Cumanus baniſhed, and 


ſucceeded by Claudius Felix, Druſilla 
eſpouſed by Felix, Meſſalina put to death. 


— — — 223 


468 THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, 


_ excluſive right of taking cognizance of all 
diſturbances arifing within the province 
they inhabited. Having made their charge; 
they demanded juſtice upon the delinquents. 
The Jews now addreſſed the governor, ac- 


cuſing their adverſaries with being the firſt | 


promoters of the tumult, and ſeverely ar- 
raigning the conduct of Cumanus, who, 
they aſſerted, inſtead of puniſhing the au- 
thors of the riot, had been induced by 
brides to connive at their barbarous pro- 


ceedings. Having heard the accuſation and 


defence, Quadratus told the parties; that he 
would go into Judea, and inform himſelf 


of the real ſtate of the facts, and then pro- 


nounce judgment according to the merits of 
the cauſe. Ina ſhort time Quadratus went 
to Samaria, and the matter in diſpute being 
ſubmitted to his deciſion, he pronounced 
that the Samaritans. were the original fo- 
menters of the tumult. Information being 
made to him that a deſign had been con- 
ceived among the Jews for promoting an 
inſurrection, he condemned ſeveral of the 
priſoners taken by Cumanus to be put to 
death. From Samaria Quadratus went to 
Lydda, a borough of ſo much conſiderati- 
on that it might have paſſed for a capital 


City, and again heard the cauſe of the Sa- 


maritans, one of whom charged ane minent 

Jew named Dortus, and four others of the 

ſame tribe, with having endeavoured to 

ſpirit up the people to an inſurrection; and 
Dortus and theſe men he cauſed to be put to death, 
TE. He ſent Ananias, the high-prieſt, Ananus, 
the captain, and ſeveral of the principal 

Jews and Samaritans, together with Cu- 

manus, the governor, and Celer, the tribune, 

to Rome, in order for trial before Cæſar. 
Quadratus, apprehending further diſtur- 

bances in Jeruſalem, haſtened to that city: 


but finding the people there in perfect tran- | 


quillity, and that their attention was engaged 
by their religious ceremonies, he repaired 
to Antioch, 

On the arrival of the accuſed parties at 
Rome, a time of trial was appointed ; and 
Judgment would, in all probability, have 
been pronounced in fayonr of Cumanus and 
the Samaritans, through the powerful in- 
tereſt they had made with Cæſar and the 


freemen, had not Agrippa the younger en- | 


treated Agrippina to prevail upon herhuſband 
Claudius to grant an impartial hearing, and 
condemn thoſe who ſhould appear to have 
The Samari- been the offenders. Having heard the evi- 


tanscondem- dence, Claudius adjudged the Samaritans 
ned to die, 


88 to be guilty, and pronounced ſentence of 
baniſkment, death upon them. He ſentenced Cuma- 


and Celerto nus to baniſhment, and Celer, the tribune, 
be dragged 


through the to be conveyed to Jeruſalem, and dragged 
fronts.” . —— — 8 


He then nominated Claudius Felix, the 
brother of Pallas, to ſucceed Cumanus ag 
governor of Judea. vp 

In the twelfth year of his reign, Cæſar 
appointed Agrippa to the tetrarchy that 
Philip had held, together with Batanea, 
Trachonitis and Abilla, which had been 
the tretrarchy of Lyſanias ; but he removed 
him from Chalcis, after he had enjoyeq 
that government four years. Agrippa gave 
his ſiſter Druilla in marriage to Azizus, 
king of the Emeſenes, who had become a 
proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion. This 
princeſs had been betrothed to Epiphanes, 
the ſon of Antiochus, on condition of his 
embracing the Jewiſh faith, but upon his 
refuſing to comply, the contract was diſ- 
ſolved. Another ſiſter, named Mariamne, 
he gave in marriage to Archelaus, the ſon 
of Chelcias, to whom ſhe had been pro- 
miſed by her father; and a daughter, na- 
med Berenice was the iſſue of this mar- 
riage. Ky | : 
Soon after their union, a ſeparation took 
place between Druſilla and Azizus. She 
was eſteemed the moſt beautiful woman of 
her time; and Felix, the governor of Judea, 
conceived a ſtrong paſſion for her. He in- 
formed a Jew, named Simon, who was 
his particular friend, and highly celebrated 
for his ſkill in magic, of his love for Dru- 
filla, enjoining him to ſecrecy, and urging 
him to prevail upon her to renounce her 
religion, abandon her huſband, and contract 
a marriage with him. In ſhort, ſhe was 
prevailed upon to conſent ; and by Felix 
ſhe had a ſon named Agrippa, who in the 
time of Titus Cæſar, together with his 
wife, fell a victim to an eruption to Mount 
Veſuvius, as will be more particularly men- 
tioned hereafter, 38 

Berenice, both the wife and fiſter of 
Herod, ſurvived him a conſiderable time. 
A rumour prevailing that an illicit inter- 
courſe ſubſiſted between her and her bro- 
ther, ſhe judged that the moſt effectual 
method of clearing herſelf from the ſlan- 
derous accuſation of inceſt would be to pre- 
vail upon Polemon, king of Cilicia, to eſ- 
pouſe Judaiſm, and connect herſelf in mar- 
riage with him. In conſideration the great 
wealth, Polemon accepted her propoſal ; 
but ſhe ſoon deſerted him, after which he 
abandoned the principles of our religion. 

Mariamne was of a temper equally licen- 
tious with her ſiſter. She quitted her huſ- 
band Archelaus, and eſpouſed Demetrius, 
the moſt conſiderable Jew of Alexandria, 
both on account of his family and extenſive 
poſſeſſions. He held the office of * alabar- 


* 


— 


* We have obſerved, that this word ſignifies a 
chict publican, or tax-gatherer ; but the import of 


— 


it in this place is, chief governor of the Jews in 
Alexandria, Sce Turnebus's Adverſaria, Ixx. c. 25 


cha 
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through the ſtreets till he ſhoùld expite. 


VI] | 


cha of Alexandria, By Demetrius, Mari- 
amne had a fon named Agrippa, of whom 
further will be ſaid in the ſequel... © 
Claudius Cœſar died after a reign of 
* thirteen years, eight months, and twenty 
„ days; and it was ſtrongly ſuſpected that 
his death was occaſioned by poiſon ad- 
miniſtered to him by his wife. 5 
She was daughter of Germanicus, the 
brother of the emperor : ſhe was firſt mar- 
ried to one of the moſt conſiderable men 
of Rome, named Domitius Enobarbus, to 
whom ſhe bore a ſon called after his father, 
but whoſe name was changed to that of 
Nero, upon being adopted into the family 
of Claudius. After the deceaſe of Domitius, 
Agrippina remained in a ſtate of widowhood 
a conſiderable time before ſhe was eſpouſed 
by Claudius. By a former wife, named 
Meſſalina, Claudius had Britanicus and 
Octavia; being jealous of Meſſalina, he 
cauſed her to be put to death. The eldeſt 
of this emperor's children was Antonia, 
the iſſue of a marriage with Petronia, and 
he eſpouſed her to Nero. = 
In order to ſecure the ſucceſſion to her 
ſon Nero, Agrippina contrived the death 
both of her huſband Claudius and. Britani- 
cus, who was formerly called Germanicus. 
Immediately upon the deceaſe of the em- 
peror, ſhe made intereſt with Burrhus, 


w ho- captain of the guards, the principal officers, 
nel 


or, 


Mr. 


I Tina put 
be death» 


vey Nero to the ſoldiers, and declare him 
ſucceſſor to the throne. The fiſt action 
which rendered him remarkable after his 


advancement to the ſovereign power, was 


cauſing Britanicus to be poiſoned. 

Some time after that act of cruelty, he 
barbarouſly murdered his mother ; and he 
alſo procured the death of his wife Octavia, 
and many other perſons of rank, falſe] 
pretending that they had concerted plots 
for his deſtruction. _ 

In the firſt year of the reign of Nero, 
lis dies, Azizus, king of Emeſenes died, and was 
ſucceeded by his brother. Nero beſtowed 
the leſſer Armenia upon Ariſtobulus, the 
ſon of Herod, king of Chalcis: and he 


gave the government of Galilee, Tiberias, 


Tarichea, together with Julius, beyond 
the Jordan, and fourteen villages in the 
lame juriſdiction, to Agrippa. 


. 


Jonathan treacherouſly flain. The people 
impoſed upon by a falſe prophet. 1jmael 
ſucceeds to the pontiſicate. The bigh- 
prieſts oppreſs the other prieſts. 
VERY part of Judea was infeſted by 

robbers and impoſtors, notwith- 

ſtanding Felix ſcarcely ſuffered a day to 
elapſe without inflicting upon ſome of them 
the puniſhments due to their crimes. Felix 


tribunes, and other leading people, to con- 


1 — 


b 


+ 


BY FLAVIUS jose r Hes. 


zave Eleazar, the ſon 6f Dineus, the leadet 
of a conſiderable band of robbers; an in“ 


vitation to come over to him, ſolemaly 
pledging his honour that no deſign was 
harboured againſt either his life ot free“ 
dom: but in violation of his faith; he ſent 
him in bonds to Rome. | 

The 1 of Judea had been 
conferred upon Felix, through the inter- 
ceſſion of Jonathan, who therefore con- 


cluded that he ſhould be reproached as the 
author of the miſchiefs ariſing from the 


mal-adminiſtration of public affairs. Felix 

having meditated the deſtruction of Jona- 

than, he communicated his purpoſe to a 

native of Jerufalem, named Dora, offering 

him a conſiderable ſum of money, on con- 

dition of his putting him to death, ſaying 

that ruffians might, without difficulty, be 

procured for carrying the plan into execution. 
Jeruſalem was at this time infeſted by a 

deſperate gang of bravoes, provided with 

daggers concealed under their garments; 

and Dora employed theſe ruffians to exe- 

cute the barbarous commiſſion he had ac- 

cepted from Felix. In their uſual diſguiſe 

of pilgrims, the robbers diſperſed themſelves 

among the friends, and thoſe who compo- 

ſed the train of the high-prieſt ; and, avail- Jonathan 

ing themſelves of a favourable opportunity, tabbed by 

they ſtabbed him amidſt the concourſe of ftans. 

people by whom he was ſurrounded, and 

then the whole party eſcaped. The im- 

punity which the perpetrators of this horrid 

and facrilegious murder experienced, proved 

an encouragement to other iniquities of a 

ſimilar kind ; for it became cuſtomary for 

ruffians, in the diſguiſe of pilgrims, to 

commit murders at public feſtivals, either 

from revenge, avarice, or other motives : 

and this practice was not confined to the 


Y || ſeveral parts of the city, for the holy tem- 


ple itſelf was no protection againſt the moſt 
abominable impiety and facrilege. After 
tne facred houſe of the Almighty had been 
prophaned, it is not wonderful that his 


folly: 


wrath ſhould fall upon Jeruſalem ; that he 
thould deliver the city into the power of 
the Romans, to be purified by expiatory 
flames; and that he ſhould condemn the 
whole nation. of the Jews, with their wives 
and offspring, to bondage and affliction, in 
order, by ſo judicial a puniſhent, to'give 
them a proper ſenſe of their abominable 
iniquities. - | 
At the ſame time great miſchiefs aroſe 
from the impoſitions of pretended magici- 
ans and'other impoſtors, who ſeduced the 
populace into deſarts and other ſolitudes, 
under pretence of ſhewing them miracles, 
A great number of theſe people were taken 
into cuſtody, by the order of Felix, and 
puniſhed with death for their credulity and 


A man 
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A diſpute 
between the 
Cæſarian 


Jens and the On the ſubject of certain privileges. The 


yrians. 


o 


The pontifi- 
cate transfer- 
red to Iſmael. 
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A man came from Egypt at this time, 


and pretending to poſſeſs the gift of pro- 


phecy, invited the people of Jeruſalem to | 


follow him to the ſummit of Mount Olivet, 
ſituated at about the diſtance of five fur- | 
longs from Jeruſalem ; promiſing that upon | 
his pronouncing certain words, they ſhould 
ſee the walls fall to the earth, affording 
them a free paſſage to enter the city. | 
When Felix received intelligence of what 
the impoſtor had propoſed, he ordered his 
troops under arms, and, with a numerous | 
body of horſe and foot, attacked the mul- | 
titude by ſurprize, putting four hundred to 
death, and making priſoners of two hun- 
dred: but notwithſtanding the moſt vigi- 
lant ſearch, the Egyptian impoſtor eſcaped. | 
The robbers, and other abandoned mil- | 
creants, exerted their utmoſt endeavours to 
engage the people in an inſurrection againſt | 
the Romans, whom they repreſented as 
oppreſſive to an intolerable degree. They 
traverſed the country, making ſpoil of the 
property, and burning the habitations of 
thoſe who refuſed to unite with them in 
oppoſing the power of the Romans, 


At this time a contention took place 


between the Cæſarean Jews and the Syrians, 


Jews founded their claim of precedency in 
the right of Herod, their king, as the ori- 
ginal founder of the city. The Syrians 
contended, that before the place had been 
inhabited by the Jews, it had long exiſted 


under the demonination of Straton's Tower, | 


The governors of the adjacent provinces 
cauſed the incendiaries on both ſides to be 
apprehended, and whipped ; whereupon 
the diſputes for ſome time ſubſided. But 
the Cæſarean Jews, whoſe wealth had 


rendered them vain and inſolent, revived || 


the controverſy, by diſcharging the moſt 


acrimonius reproaches, and calumnies || 


againſt their adverſaries. At length, they 
annoyed each other by caſting ſtones, and 
in the contention many were ſlain and 
wounded on both ſides. Felix commanded 
the Jews to decline further animoſities: 
but finding his authority treated with con- 
tempt, he ordered his troops to march 


againſt them, when many of them were 


ſlain, and a much greater number taken 
priſoners ; and, by the permiſſion of the 
governors, the houſes of the contending | 
parties were plundered of property to a large 
amount. Dreading till more fatal conſe- 
quences, ſuch of the Jews as were of a 
moderate and peaceful diſpoſition, requeſted | 
that the troops might be recalled, in order 
that the offenders might have time to re- 
pent of their raſh and inconſiderate con- 
duct; and Felix complied with their deſire. 


actually periſhed for want of food. 


The Cafarean Fews disfranchiſed. An im. 


tions, and the land over-run by great numbers 


King Agrippa at this time promoted 
Iſmael, the fon of Phabeus, to the ponti- 
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ical dignity. And now the high-priegs 
detatched themſelves from the intereſts of 
the other. prieſts, and the governors ang 
other principal people of Jeruſalem, Each 
of the high-prieſts was attended by a guard 
compoſed of the moſt intrepid and moſt 
ſeditious people they could ſelect; and they 
vilified their adverſaries in the moſt pro- 
voking terms, and moleſted them by caſting 
ſtones. The magiſtracy purſued no means 
for repreſſing theſe diſorders, and the arro- 
gant and rapacious ſpirit of the high- prieſts The Ha. 
arrived to ſuch a height, that they em. Piehl 


| ployed agents to ſeize the tythes of the other pn other | 


- teſts, 
prieſts, of whom many of the poorer ſort 


CH AF. - VIL 


Poſtor end bis followers puniſhed. Agrippa 
. builds a palace commanding a view of the 
temple ; and the Fews raiſe a wall to in- 
tercept the fight. Jaſeph advanced to the 
pontyficate. 


HE emperor having transferred the 
government from Felix to Portius 
Feſtus, ſome of the moſt conſiderable of the 
Cæſarean Jews repaired, to Rome, in order 
to accuſe Felix of injuſtice and tyranny ; 
and their complaints would inevitably haye 
been followed by his ruin, but for the inter- 
ference of his brother Pallas, who being in Pai, 
high eſteem with Nero, ſolicited and ob- Lo_ A 
tained his pardon. 1 8 
Two eminent Syrians of Cæſarea, by a 
preſent of a large ſum of money, prevailed 
upon Beryllus, who had been preceptor, 
and now held the office of Greek ſecretary 
to Nero, to procure the imperial mandate 
for the disfranchiſement of the Jews, and 
the revocation of the privileges and immu- 
nities of the city of Cæſarea, which they 
claimed in common with the Syrians. 
This mandate is to be confjdered as the 
cauſe of all the miſeries which we after- 
wards experienced; for the Ceſarean Jews 
were thereby inflamed to greater violence, 
nor did their reſtleſs diſpoſitions ſubſide till 
they were involved in all the calamities of 
a deſtructive war. 5 
Upon the arrival of Feſtus in Judea, he 
found the country ravaged and laid waſte, 
the people compelled to deſert their habita- 


of robbers, who. ſet fire to, and plundered 
houſes, and committed every other kind of 
enormity without controul. Theſe deſ- 
peradoes were called Sicarii,“ from the 
word Sica, fignifying the weapon they uſed, 
which was curving towards the point, and 
otherwiſe made after a form between the 
Perſian ſcymeter, and the Roman falchion. 


——— TT—EE—_G 


| * Vide Druſus de tribus, Sectis Judæorum, I. II. c. 24. 


It 


„II. 


It was the cuſtom of theſe bravoes, on pub- 
lic days, when the people reſorted to the 
city, to diſperſe themſelves amongſt the 
multitude, and perpetrate the moſt horrid 
murders: at other times they attacked towns 


| 


and villages, and ſubjected the unfortunate 


inhabitants to the moſt cruel extremities 
of fire and ſword. 

A famous impoſtor lived at this time: 
he ſeduced great numbers of the people into 
the abſurd notion that if they followed him 
into a certain wilderneſs, they ſhould be no 


longer ſubject to the misfortunes and acci- 


dents of life. However, Feſtus ordered the 
proceſſion to be intercepted by.a ſtrong de- 
tachment of horſe and foot, who purſued 
and put to death the ſeducer and his cre- 
dulous diſciples. | 

Near the porch of the royal palace at 
Jeruſalem, formerly belonging to the A.- 
monean. race, king Agrippa cauſed a ſuperb 
edifice to be conſtructed. Being fituated 


. 


upon an eminence, it commanded a proſpect 


of the city; and from the king's bed- 


chamber might be perceived all that paſſed 
in the temple. Hence the Jews became 
exceedingly unhappy ; for our law does not 


allow our religious ceremonies, particularly | 


the ſacrifices, to be expoſed. To intercept 
the view from the king's bed-chamber, 'the 


people erected a wall before the ſeats en- 


cloſing the interior part of the temple to- 
wards the weſt, and it likewiſe concealed 
the galleries without the building on the 


other fide, where on feſtivals and other pub- | 


lic days, the Roman guards were ſtationed 


The empreſs 
Romes an 
wocate for 
Jews, 


permitted to return. 


for preventing tumultuous behaviour. Agrip- 
the Jews for having built the wall; and the 
latter ordered them to deſtroy it. Here- 
upon, they ſaid, they would rather forfeit 


temple, and requeſted permiſſion to appeal 


to Cæſar, by the agency of their deputies. 
Feſtus complied with this requeſt; and 


they nominated ten eminent Jews, together 
with Iſmael, the high-prieſt, and Chelcias, 
the treaſurer of the temple, as commiſſion- 
ers, to repreſent their caſe to Nero. Poppea, 
a woman of great piety, being a friend to 
the Jews, interceded in their behalf, and 
prevailed upon her huſband Nero to autho- 
riſe the continuance of the wall. The em- 


| preſs detained Iſmael and Chelcias as 


hoſtages, but the other ten deputies were 


Agrippa transferred the pontificate to Jo- 
ieph, otherwiſe Cabis, the ſon of Simon, 
who had before enjoyed that dignity. 


CHAP. VIII. 


pa and Feſtus were highly diſpleaſed with | 


Upon learning that 
the Jews had ſucceeded in their application, | 


Albinus ſucceeds Feſtus. Ananus promoted 


to the office of high-prieſt. fames and others 


| 


* 
ä 


BY FLAVIUS JOSE Hus. 


condemned to be Noned Yo death. Feſus, 
the ſon of Damneus ſucceeds Ananus. 
A ſuperb theatre built at Berytus. Al- 


the ſon of Gamaliel, advanced to the ponti- 
ficate, | 


T PON the deceaſe of Feſtus; the em- 

peror beſtowed the government he 

had held upon Albinus. At the ſame time, 

he depoſed Joſeph, and promoted Ananus, 
the ſon of Ananus, to the pontificate. 

The elder Ananus was conſidered as one 
of the moſt happy men on earth ; for he had 
five ſons, who ſucceſſively enjoyed the pon- 
tificate after him: and this was what no 
other man could boaſt. . Ananus, the ſon; 
was of a vindictive, fierce and haughty tem- 


duces, who, as we have already obſerved; 
where a ſect remarkable for their cenſorious 
and uncharitable diſpoſitions. After the 
death of Feſtus, and previous to the arrival 
of his ſucceſſor Albinus, Ananus aſſembled 
a council, and cited James, the brother of 
Jeſus, who was alſo named Chriſt, and 


tion of having committed blaſphemy, 


this charge they were ſentenced to be ſtoned. 
The conduct of Ananus, with reſpect to 
theſe ſuppoſed offenders, proved highly 
diſguſting to thoſe citizens whoſe ſenti- 


ments were regulated by motives of piety, 


and a due regard to the laws; and th 

privately tranſmitted a repreſentation of the 
caſe to the king, requeſting that Ananus 
might be reprimanded, in order to deter 
him from a repetition of his unjuſtifiable 
conduct. The matter was alſo related to 


Albinus, then on his journey to Alexandria, 
their lives than offer any violence to the 


to whom the letter ſet forth, that the par- 
ties could not be legally condemned with- 
out his concurrence, and that therefore 
Ananus had been guilty of uſurping his au- 
thority and violating the law. Highly in- 


cenſed againſt the high - prieſt, Albinus wrote 


to him a menacing letter, ſtrongly expreſ- 
ſive of his diſpleaſure: and on the expira- 


that dignity. 


Upon the arrival of Albinus at Jeruſalem, 
he cauſed a conſiderable part of the robbers 
to be put to death, and exerted his utmoſt 
endeavours to reſtore the province to a ſtate 
of tranquillity. Ananus frequently com- 
plimented Albinus and the high-prieſts 
with preſents, and in many other inſtances 


[| ſhewed them great reſpect: and he gained 

the particular eſteem of the people by his 
affable and generous diſpoſition : but he en- 
tertained a number of profligate domeſtics, 


tion of three months, king Agrippa depoſed 
Ananus from the pontificate, and appoint- jeſus made 
ed Jeſus, the ſon of Damneus, to aſſume high- prieſt, 


| who, 


binus ſucceeded by Geſſius Florus. Yeſus, - 


per: he profeſſed the principles of the Sad- 
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others, to appear and anſwer to an accula- James and 


and others accuſ- 


violated the law; and in conſequence of — 


—ñ . 
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| were afterwards continually verging more 


who, uniting with others of equally aban- 


doned principles, broke into the barns be- 


longing to the prieſts, and ſtole their tythes, 
cruelly beating and wounding ſuch as op- 

oſed them; in conſequence hereof, the 
prieſls, who had no means of ſubliſtence 
but their tenths, were reduced to the moſt 


extreme diſtreſs. 


On the eve of a feſtival; the robbers pri- 
vately gained admittance to the city, and 
ſurpriſed the ſon of Ananus, the high-prieſt, 
who was ſecretary to a military officer, 
named Eleazar; and having confined the 
young man in bonds, they carried tim off. 


They then diſpatched a meſſage to Ananus, || 


purporting that on condition of his prevail- 
ing upon Albinus, to diſmiſs ten of thei! 


aſſociates, their priſoner ſhould be reſtorec 


Cæſarea Phi- 
lippi enlarg- 
ed, and a 
theatre built 
at Berytus. 


the production of the moſt eminent maſters. 


Jeſus, the ſon 
_of Gamaliel, 
ſucceds to the 
pontifical of- 
tice, 


preſſed the poor. 


to liberty. Albinus was ſenſible that + 
compliance with this requeſt would be pro- 
ductive of ill conſequenees : but yet, in 
caſe of ſuch emergency, he could not re 
fuſe. The redemption of the ſon of Ana- 
nus proved a dangerous precedent ; for the 
deſperadoes were continually making pri- 
ſoners of his other relations, for the pur- 
poſe of redeeming their accomplices. I helc 
people greatly encreaſed in numbers and 
ſtrength, and committed terrible devaſtation 


* 


0 


throughout the country. 


Having conſiderably enlarged Cæſarea 
Philippi, king Agrippa gave the place the 
name of Neronias, in honour of the empe- 
ror. He erected a magnificent theatre at 
Berytus, and endowed the building with 
an immenſe ſum of money, for the purpoſe 
of annual exhibitions, and diſtributing corn 
and oil among the people. He embelliſhed 
the city 
ble collection of pictures and antique pieces, 


In ſhort, Berytus was the receptacle of 
whatever was ſcarce and precious in his 
dominions: but by thus gratifying ſtrangers, | 
in preference to his own ſubjects, he tor- 
teited his popularity with the latter, 
Having depoſed Jefus, the fon of Dam- 
neus, the king appointed Jeſus, the fon of 
Gamalicl, to fucceed him in the pontifi- 
cate; in conſequence of which, an implac- 
able enmity was occaſioned between them. 
They were each conſtantly attended by a 
band of ruffians, and when they met in 
the ſtreets, they exchanged reproachful and 
reviling language, and ſometimes even an- 
noyed each other, by caſting ſtones. Col- 
tobarus and Saul, who were of the royal 


blood, and nearly allied to Aprippa, had 


each the command of a party of mercenartes, 
who were on all accaſions ready to fight 
their battles. Theſe men grievouſly op- 
From this period, is to 


be dated the declention of our common- 
wealth ; for the circumſtances of the Jews 


with curious ſtatues, and a valua- | 


| 


near to the extreme of miſery. 
Florus was appointed to ſucceed him, Al.r 


vour of the people, determined to execute 
juſtice upon the delinquents that had been 
committed to priſon. Such as were - accy.. 
ſed only of flight offences he diſmiſſed : but 
thoſe who were proved guilty of capital 
:rimes be condemned to ſuffer death. The 
beople releaſed from priſon diſperſed them. 
(elves through the country, and renewed 
their former illicit practices. 

The ſinging- men of the tribe of Levi, 
petitioned Agrippa for the privilege of wear- 
1ng the linen-ſtole, a veſtment peculiarly 
aſſigned to the prieſts. The king conven. 
ed a council, and granted their requeſt with 
the uſual formalities; and the other Le- 
vites who ſerved in the temple he permitted 
to officiate as fingers. Theſe grants were 


— 


nation, which were never 


violated with im- 
punity. | 


* — — 


punctually paid for their labour, were now 
deſtitute of employment. The people con- 
ſidering that the money they were poſſeſſ- 
ed of might be ſeized by the Romans, and 
being deſirous to afford aſſiſtance to the 
diſtreſſed artificers, they made a propoſal to 
Agrippa, for repairing an edifice on the 


2 deep valley, 

The wall of this building was four hun- 
dred cubits high: the ſtones were white, 
each being twenty cubits long and ſix deep, 
and the ſurface of them was wrought ſmooth 
ind regular. The ſtructure was raiſed by 
Solomon, the original founder of the tem- 
ple. Claudius Cziar commiſſioned Agrip- 
pa, to make the propoſed reparations; but 
Agrippa, conſidering the extenſiveneſs of the 
undertaking, the immenſe ſums of money 
it would require, and that all human works 


would not be expedient to comply with the 


ſtead of repairing the ſacred edifice, to pave 
the ſtreets of the city with white ſtones. 


maliel: and 1in his time the war between 
the Romans and the Jews commenced. 

It will not be improper here to introduce 
ſome particulars reſpecting the origin and 
qualifications of high-prieſts, and to men- 
tion the perſons promoted to the pont. ficate 
till the concluſion of the above-mentioned 
war. Aaron, the brother of Moſes, was the 
\firſt of the order; and he — 

18 


Upon receiving intelligence, that Geſſins Gettin 


binus, with a view of ingratiating the fi. A 


contrary to the laws and cuſtoms of our 


The temple being compleated, aboutT\: il 
cighteen thouſand workmen, who had beenfoik, 


eaſt ſide of the temple, which overlooked 


might eaſily be deſtroyed, judged that it 


deſires of the public : but he propoſed, in- 


4 eee 
Aauz, 


After this, Agrippa advanced Matthias, yr,vis 4 
the ſon of Theophilus, to the pontifical dig-P. inn 
aity in the room of Jeſus, the ſon of Ga- P. 


Hiſtory of 
the ports 
Cate. 
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his ſons. So inviolable a regard did our 
progenitors obſerve to the right of heridi- 
tary ſucceſſion, that only thoſe of the blood 
of Aaron were decmed eligible to aſſume 
the holy cflice, even kings themſelves bein 


excluded. There were cighty-three high- 
prieſts from the time of Aaron to that of 


Phanaſus, who during a time of hoſtilities, 
was elected to the pontificate by a faction: 
thirteen of them exerciſed the holy office 
from the time of the tabernacle to the Al- 
mighty being conſtructed in the deſart by 
Moſes, to the time of the people entering 
Judea, where the ſacred temple was erected, 
and dedicated to God, by king Solomon. 
According to the original inſtitution, there 
was no opportunity to ſucceed to the pon- 
tificial dignity but through a vacancy by 
death : but that cuſtom was aboliſhed, and 
it became uſual to diveſt the high-prieit 
of his office and appoint a ſucceſſor. The 
thirteen perſons above alluded to, delcend- 
ants of the two ſons of Aaron, ſucceeded 
to the pontificate in rotation, 

The firlt eſtabliſhment of the govern- 
ment was ariſtocratical, the ſecond “ mo- 


narchical, after which kings were inveſted 


with the ſovereign authority. We com- 
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and his wife Cleopatra to conſtruct a tem- 
ple at Heliopolis, ſimilar to that of Jeru- 
ſalem, and appoint him the high-prieſt. 
Aſter officiating as high-prieſt for the ſpace 
of three years, Jacimus died, and having 
no ſucceſſor, the office remained vacant for 
ſeven years. Jonathan falling a ſacrifice to 
the treachery of Tryphon, he was ſucceeded 
by his brother Simon, who being aſſaſſin- 
ated by his ſon-in-law, at a public enter- 
tainment, the dignity devolved to his ſon 
Hyrcanus, who enjoyed it thirty-one years. 
He was ſucceeded by his fon Judas, other- 
wiſe Ariſtobulus, who was the firſt that 
aſſumed the title and quality of king. After 
reigning one year, he died, leaving his bro- 
ther, Alexander, the heir both to the ſo- 
vereignty and the pontificate, Twenty- 
{even years aſter his exaltation, Alexander 
died, bequeathing the regency to his wife 
Alexandria, authoriſing her to beſtow the 
pontificate upon one of his ſors, whom ſhe 
ſhould moſt approve. She conferred the 
dignity upon Hyrcanus, who enjoyed it 
during her ſovereignty, which was nine 
years. Upon the deceaſe of Alexandria, 
Ariſtobulus declared war againſt his elder 
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brother Hyrcanus, and having reduccd him 
to a private ſtation, he aſſumed the ſove- 
reignty and the poatificate. Theſe offices 
he held for three years and three months, 
when Pompey conquered Jeruſalem, and 
carried him and his children priſoners to 
Rome, Pompey reſtored Hyrcanus to the 
[| dignity of high-prieſt, and appointed him 
prince of the Jews, but reſtricted him from 
aſſuming the title and character of king. 
Excluſive of the nine years already menti- 
oned. Hyrcanus exerciſed the pontifical 
functions three and twenty years. This 
time being elapſed, Barzaphanes and Pa- 
corus, generals in the Parthian army, crofl. 
ed the Euphrates, and made war againſt 
Hyrcanus, whom they ſubdued and carried 
away priſoner, They advanced Antigo- 
nus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, to the throne : 
but in three years and three months, he 
was made a priſoner in Jeruſalem, by He- 


pute fix hundred and twelve years from the 
time of our people being conducted out 
of the land of Egypt by Moſes to that of 
ereing Solomon's temple. 

Under the government of kings the thir- 

teen high-prieſts, already mentioned, were | 
ſucceeded by eighteen others; reckoning 

from king Solomon to the time when, 
after ſubduing Jeruſalem and deſtroying the 
holy temple by fire, Nebuchadnezzar, 

king of Babylon, ſubjected Jozedec and 
the whole nation to captivity. 

Cyrus, king of Perſia reſtored the Jews 
to liberty and their country, after they had 
remained ſeventy years in captivity in Ba- 
bylon, and granted them permiſſion to rc- 

build the temple, the pontificate being at 
that time in poſſeſſion of Jeſus, the ſon of 
Jozedec. For the ſpace of four hundred 
and fourteen years fifteen of the poſterity 


of Jeſus enjoyed the high-prieſthood, exer- || rod and Soſus, who ſent him to Antony, 


ciſing their authority in a popular manner; by whoſe command he was put to death 
and then king Antiochus Eupator and his|| at Antioch. ; 
general Lyſias, put to death the high-prieſt]| Herod being eſtabliſhed in the royal 
Onias, otherwiſe Menelaus, at the city of 


authority by the Romans, he diſpenſed 
Berytus, excluding his ſon from the ſuc- with the practice of ſelecting the high- * 
ceſſion, and conferring the dignity upon || prieſts from the Aſmonean family, deeming 
Jacimus, who, though of the race of|| the moſt obſcure perſons in holy orders 
Aaron, was not of the pontifical family. 
Upon the death of Onias, his ſon who 


eligible to the office. The great and in- 
bore the ſame name, went into Egypt, 


creaſing reputation of Ariſtobulus having 
and prevailed upon Ptolemy Philometer 


excited the envy of Herod, he cauſed him 
to be drowned, while bathing in a pool at 


* 


_— 


— — 


| 
* On the fir view, th's paſſage appears ſomewhat 
obſcure, and the two laſt diſtinctions may, 


erhaps, 
ſeem confounded; but by the monarchical, Joſephus 


means that form of government which obtained 
among the Jews under the judges. See Seldon de 
|Synedr. Heb, 1. II. c. XV. 
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Jericho, as we have already mentioned. || together rather than longer remain the 
After this, he entirely excluded the Aſmo- objects of contempt ip ignominious ſlaver 
nean race from the poſſeſſion of the pon-|| and gradually fall ſacrifices to fo inſup- 
tificial dignity: and the ſame conduct was portable a government. The war com. 
purſued by his ſon Archelaus, and by the] menced in the ſecond year of the govern. 
Romans, when Judea came under their|| ment of Florus over Judea, and in the 
government. 1 year of the reign of Nero. Such 
In the courſe of one hundred and feven|| as with to be informed of the particulars of 
years, from the time of Herod to the con- the war will be fully gratified by peruſing 
flagration of Jeruſalem and the temple by || the books“ written on that ſubject. It 
Titus, there were twenty-eight high- I here conclude the Ax TIGUITIES OP 
prieſts, ſome of them being under Herod, | THE Jews, contained in twenty books, and 
and Archelaus, his ſon. After the deceaſe || lixty thouſand lines, comprehending a nar. 
of Herod and Archelaus, our nation was rative of what happened to them from the 
ſubjected to the ariftocratical form of go-{| creation of the world to the twelfth year of 
vernment, and the high-prieſt was inveſted || the reign of Nero; their ſituation in Egypt 
with the exerciſe of the ſovereign authority. || and Syria; their ſufferings under the Aſſy- 


rians and Babylonians; and the treatment 
3 _ CHAP. IX. they experienced from the Perſians, Mace- 
Albinus ſucceeded by Gefſius Florus. The donians, and Romans. I have given an au- 


commencement of the war between the\|thentic account of the ſucceſſion of the high- 
Fews and the Romans. prieſts during the courſe of two thouſand 
ERO appointed Geſſius Florus, a. Years ; nor have I omitted to treat of the 
Clazomenian by birth, the ſucceſſor || {everal forms and revolutions of government. 
of Albinus, and under his government our The whole is founded on the authority of 
nation was reduced to a ſtate of the moſt|| the holy writings, as was promiſed at the 
extreme miſery. Cleopatra, the wiſe of beginning of the work. 
Florus, had great influence over the empreſs No man could have afforded the Greeks 
Poppea, and to that influence Florus was||a more perfect hiſtory than the preſent pro- 
— of indebted for his exaltation. The oppreſ-duction. The Jews will admit, that there 
prin ſion of this man was ſo intolerable, that the||is none more converſant in the Moſaical law 
Jews even regretted the loſs of Albinus. than myſelf. I have ſtudied the critical and 
Though the wickedneſs of Albinus was|| grammatical properties of the Greek lan- 
| exceſſive, he ſtudied to put the moſt favyour- || guage with the ſtricteſt attention: but I 
i able appearance upon his conduct: but] pretend to no ſkill in the pronunciation, 
| Florus, on the contrary, triumphed in his our people holding the knowledge of many 
iniquity, and all his behaviour ſeemed to] languages in flight eſtimation, and con- 
intimate that the whole buſineſs of his fidering the ſtudy rather as profane, being 
commitlion was to effect the ruin of our|| common both to freemen and flaves. The 
nation. His avarice and cruelty were with- only learning and wiſdom which we ac- 
| out bounds: he gave encouragement to] count valuable, are a knowledge of and 
| public robbers, by ſharing with them in || attention to our laws and the holy ſcriptures. 
the ſpoil; which induced him to counten- With the permiſſion of the Almighty, 
| ance them in every ſpecies of depredation. || I ſhall purſue a deſign I have conceived of 
His rapacity and tyranny were ſo extreme, || writing a conciſe narrative of the war, from 
that the Jews were driven to the cruel ne-||its commencement to the preſent time, 
ceſſity of deſerting their country, altars and || being the thirteenth year of the reign of 
religious ceremonies, and ſeeking refuge || Domitian, and the fifty-ſixth of my age; 
among the moſt inhoſpitable ſtrangers. || wherein J ſhall briefly ſpeak of my family 
In ſhort, the oppreſſion of this man preci- || and my perſonal conduct, while people are 
pitated the miſerable Jews to take up arms || yet living to bear teſtimony to the truth of, 
againſt the Romans, preferring to periſh || or to diſprove my aſſertions. 


—_— 


— 
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* In the time of Veſpaſian, long before the Anti- were publiſhed. Vide 1. xvi i. c. 2. Voſſ. de Hiſt, 
quities were written, the books on the Jewith wars | Gr. and Valeſ. in Euſeb. p. 48, and Ed. Paril. 
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5 my hiſtory of the Jewiſh An- 


d _ tiquities, I have ſaid ſufficient 
5 to aſcertain the ancient deſcent 
es of our people, and to prove 
that they do not derive their origin from 
any other nation. This I have made ap- 
parent by a faithful narrative of the oc- 


heim currences of five thouſand years, deduced 


pcs 2 from the authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
of five 


It has been aſked, if the Jews are of ſo il- 
laſtrious a deſcent as I have repreſented, 


how it happens that the moſt authentic 


Greek hiſtorians have not mentioned the 
circumſtance ? With regard to my autho- 
rities, I ſhall make uſe of thoſe only whom 
the Greek writers themſelves hold in the 


higheſt reputation: with reſpect to thoſe 


by whom myſelf or my writings have been 
traduced, either through ignorance or 
malace, I ſhall endeavour to make their 
own words evidence againſt them. I ſhall 


alſo try to explain how it happens that the 
Greeks in general have taken ſuch flight 


notice of the Jews ; and ſhall prove, that 
with reſpect to particular writers, they 


either were, or pretend to be, totally 1g- 


norant of the affairs of which I have 
treated, 

The world abounds with people who are 
ſo devoted to the opinion of the Greeks, 
that they conſider them as the only perſons 
worthy to be conſulted with reſpect to the 
credibility of hiſtory ; to the inſult and 


diſgrace of men of all other nations what- 


ever. 1am aſtoniſhed at the preſumption 
of theſe pretenders to a knowledge of an- 
liquity, when they are equally cppoſed by 
plain reaſon and indubitable facts. In 
matters of hiſtory we ought not to be go- 


| 


verned by the private opinions of any par- 
ticular man, or body of men, but by the 
internal evidence of the facts themſelves, 
With regard to the Greeks, evety thing 
among them appears to me to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the air of novelty. Their 
buildings, their arts, their laws, are but 
of late date; and even the uſe of hiſtory 
among them is but a very modern im- 


provement. On the contrary, they them- ne Egyr⸗ 


ſelves acknowledge that the Epyptians, tians a peo- 
5 55 ple of L 


Chaldeans and Phœnicians, not to mention 
the Jews, have kept regular periodical re- 
cords, to tranſmit to poſterity the memo- 
rable acts of former times. Theſe were 


preſerved by means of monumental pillars 


and inſcriptions, agreeable to the advice of 
the wiſeſt men among them; that the 
memory of their public tranſactions might 
not be loſt, but faithfully recorded to after 
ages. It is likewiſe worthy of obſerva- 
tion, that as theſe people lived in a clear 
air and fine climate, their monuments were 


leſs liable to moulder and decay: which 


was by no means the caſe with the Greeks, 
who neither gave orders for ſuch inſcrip- 
tions, nor would their climate preſerve 
them. | 

It is not unuſual for thoſe who ere 
new ſtates or, ſocicties, to think themſelves 


perfect in the art of government. With 


regard to the Greeks, their {kill in letters 
is of late date, nor are they at the preſent 
time arrived to a full degree of perfection 
in this ſcience. Reſpecting their antiquity 
in this particular, they pretend to no far- 
ther origin than the Phœnicians, and con- 


Gder Cadmus as their firſt maſter; but 


neither in their temples, nor on their * 
| lie 
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Jericho, as we have already mentioned. 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


After this, he entirely excluded the Aſmo- 
nean race from the poſſeſſion of the pon- 
tificial dignity : and the ſame conduct was 


purſued by his ſon Archelaus, and by the 


Character of 
Florus. 


Romans, when judea came under their 
government. | 

In the courſe of one hundred and ſeven 
years, from the time of Herod to the con- 
flagration of Jeruſalem and the temple by 
Titus, there were twenty-eight high- 
prieſts, ſome of them being under Herod, 
and Archelaus, his ſon. After the deceaſe 
of Herod and Archelaus, our nation was 
ſubjected to the ariſtocratical form of go- 
vernment, and the high-prieſt was inveſted 
with the exerciſe of the ſovereign authority. 


| CHAT. . 
Albinus ſucceeded by Gejjius Florus. The 


commencement of the war between the 
Fews and the Romans. 


ERO appointed Geſſius Florus, a 

Clazomenian by birth, the ſucceſſor 
of Albinus, -and under his government our 
nation was reduced to a ſtate of the moſt 
extreme miſery. Cleopatra, the wiſe of 
Florus, had great influence over the empreſs 
Poppea, and to that influence Florus was 
indebted for his exaltation. The oppreſ- 
fion of this man was ſo intolerable, that the 
Jews even regretted the loſs of Albinus. 
Though the wickedneſs of Albinus was 


exceſlive, he ſtudied to put the moſt favour- 


able appearance upon his conduct: but 
Florus, on the contrary,” triumphed in his 
iniquity, and all his behaviour ſeemed to 
intimate that the whole buſineſs of his 
commiſſion was to effect the ruin of our 
nation. . His avarice and cruelty were with- 
out bounds: he gave encouragement to 


public robbers, by ſharing with them in 


the ſpoil; which induced him to counten- 


_ ance them in every ſpecies of depredation. 


_ againſt the Romans, preferring to periſh 


His rapacity and tyranny were ſo extreme, 
that the Jews were driven to the cruel ne- 
ceſſity of deſerting their country, altars and 
religious ceremonies, and ſeeking refuge 
among the moſt inhoſpitable ſtrangers. 
In ſhort, the oppreſſion of this man preci- 
pitated the miſerable Jews to take up arms 


| 


together rather than longer remain the 
objects of contempt ip ignominious ſlavery, 
and gradually fall ſacrifices to fo inſup. 
portable a government. 'The war com- 
menced in the ſecond year of the govern. 
ment of Florus over Judea, and in the 
twelfth year of the reign of Nero. Such 
as with to be informed of the particulars of 
the war will be fully gratified by peruſing 
the books * written on that ſubject. L 

I here conclude the Ax TIGUITIES op 
THe JEws, contained in twenty books, and 
ſixty thouſand lines, comprehending a nar- 
rative of what happened to them from the 
creation of the world to the twelfth year of 
the reign of Nero; their ſituation in Egypt 
and Syria; their ſufferings under the Aſſy- 
rians and Babylonians; and the treatment 
they experienced from the Perfians, Mace- 
donians, and Romans. I have given an au- 
thentic account of the ſucceſſion of the high- 
prieſts during the courſe of two thouſand 
years; nor have I omitted to treat of the 
ſeveral forms and revolutions of government. 
The whole is founded on the authority of 
the holy writings, as was promiſed at the 
beginning of the work. 

No man could have afforded the Greeks 
a more perfect hiſtory than the preſent pro- 
duction. The Jews will admit, that there 
is none more converſant in the Moſaical law 
than myſelf. I have ſtudied the critical and 
grammatical properties of the Greek lan- 


| guage with the ſtricteſt attention: but I 


pretend to no ſkill in the pronunciation, 
our people holding the knowledge of many 
languages in ſlight eſtimation, and con- 


| idering the ſtudy rather as profane, being 


common both to freemen and flaves. The 
only learning and wiſdom which we ac- 
count valuable, are a knowledge of and 
attention to our laws and the holy ſcriptures. 

With the permiſſion of the Almighty, 
I ſhall purſue a deſign I have conceived of 
writing a conciſe narrative of the war, from 
its commencement to the preſent time, 
being the thirteenth year of the reign of 
Domitian, and the fifty-ſixtk of my age; 
wherein I ſhall briefly ſpeak of my family 
and my perſonal conduct, while people are 
yet living to bear teſtimony to the truth of, 
or to diſprove my aſſertions. 


* Tn the time of Veſpaſian, long before the Anti- 


— 


were publiſhed. Vide 1. xvii, c. 2. Voſſ. de Hiſt, 


quities were written, the books on the Jewith wars 


Gr. and Valeſ. in Euſeb. p. 48. and Ed. Pariſ. 
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Anſwer to Apion, compriſed in an Epiſtle to Epaphroditus: 
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SSN. my hiſtory of the Jewiſh An- 
$ tiquities, I have ſaid ſufficient 
d to aſcertain the ancient deſcent 
K Oe of our people, and to prove 
that they do not derive their origin from 
any other nation. This I have made ap- 
parent by a faithful narrative of the oc- 
kit currences of five thouſand years, deduced 
js 1 from the authority of the Holy Scriptures. 
ue It has been aſked, if the Jews are of ſo il- 
laſtrious a deſcent as I have repreſented, 
how it happens that the moſt authentic 
Greek hiſtorians have not mentioned the 
circumſtance? With regard to my autho- 
rities, I ſhall make uſe of thoſe only whom 
the Greek writers themſelves hold in the 
higheſt reputation: with reſpect to thoſe 
by whom myſelf or my writings have been 
traduced, either through ignorance or 
malace, I ſhall endeavour to make their 
own words evidence againſt them. I ſhall 
alſo try to explain how it happens that the 
„ Greeks in general have taken ſuch ſlight 


notice of the Jews; and ſhall prove, that 
with reſpect to particular writers, they 


either were, or pretend to be, totally 1g- 
norant of the affairs of which I have 
treated. | | 
The world abounds with people who are 
ſo devoted to the opinion of the Greeks, 
that they conſider them as the only perſons 
worthy to be canſulted with reſpect to the 
credibility of hiſtory ; to the inſult and 


diſgrace of men of all other nations what- 


ever. 1 am aſtoniſhed at the preſumption 
of theſe pretenders to a knowledge of an- 
tiquity, when they are equally cppoſed by 
plain reaſon and indubitable facts. In 
matters of hiſtory we ought not to be go- 


« 


* 
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verned by the private opinions of any par- 

ticular man, or body of men, but by the 

internal evidence of the facts themſelves, 

With regard to the Greeks, evety thing 

among them appears to me to be diſtin- 

guiſhed by the air of novelty. Their 

buildings, their arts, their laws, are but 

of late date; and even the uſe of hiſtory 

among them is but a very modern im- 

provement. On the contrary, they them- Th, Egyp- 

ſelves acknowledge that the Egyptians, tians a peo- 

Chaldeans and Phanicians, not to mention 3 1 

the Jews, have kept regular periodical re- Tredit, 

cords, to tranſmit to poſterity the memo- 

rable acts of former times. Theſe were 

preſerved by means of monumental pillars 

and inſcriptions, agreeable to the advice of 

the wiſeſt men among them; that the 

memory of their public tranſactions might 

not be loſt, but faithfully recorded to after 

ages. It is likewiſe worthy of obſerva- 

tion, that as theſe people lived in a clear 

air and fine climate, theit monuments were 

leſs liable to moulder and decay: which 

was by no means the caſe with the Greeks, 

who neither gave orders for ſuch inſcrip- 

tions, nor would their climate preſerve 

them. 

It is not unuſual for thoſe who erect 

new ſtates or ſocieties, to think themſelves 

perfect in the art of government. With 

regard to the Greeks, their {kill in letters 

is of late date, nor are they at the preſent 

time arrived to a full degree of perfection 

in this ſcience. Reſpecting their antiquity 

in this particular, they pretend to no far- 

ther origin than the Phœnicians, and con- 

ider Cadmus as their firſt maſter; but 

neither in their temples, nor on their pd 
| ic 


No Greek 
manuſcript 
before the 
time of Ho- 
mer, 


Thucydides 
cenſured. 


acknowledged, that Homer did not com- 


in the firſt manuſcripts. | 
With reſpect to. Cadmus, the Mileſian, 


| ſhould claim not only the credit of a ſupe- 


Equally tedious and ineffectual would it be 


lanicus and Acufilaus, with reſpect to their 
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lic regiſters, are they able to produce one 
authentic memorial of the period to which 
they pretend to allude. It is an acknow- 


ledged fact, that when it was debated, if | 
the uſe of letters was known at the time 


of the Trojan war, the queſtion was car-: 
ried in the negative; and it was determined 
that no ſuch characters then exiſted. Cer- 
rain it is, that there is no Greek manu- 
ſcript now extant, written before the poem 
of Homer; and it is equally certain that 
the Trojan war was at an end before that 

oem was produced. It muſt likewiſe. be 


mit his poem to writing, but that it was 


ſang about at different places as a ballad, | 


till the people had learnt to repeat it from 


the memory of the writers: and hence | 


thoſe errors and contradictions abounding 


Acuſilaus, and ſome other Grecians who 
have attempted hiſtorical writing, they 
lived but a ſhort time previous to the ir- 
ruption made into Greece by the Perfians. 
Phericides of Syros, Pythagoras and Thales, 


agree that they derived their knowledge | 


from the Egyptians and Chaldeans. It is 
matter of aſtoniſhment that the Greeks 


rior knowledge in antiquity, but alſo that 
of hiſtorical faith and candour, in preference 
to all other people. From their own works 
it 1s evident, that they are founded upon 
conjecture and opinion, rather than on 
matter of fact; for their authors relate the 
ſame events with much inconſiſtency. 


to deſcribe the diſagreements between He- 


geneologies; the contradictions between 
Heſiod and Acuſilaus; the abſurdities of 
Helanicus, which have been expoſed by 
Ephorus ; thoſe of Ephorus, remarked by 
Timeus ; thoſe of Timeus noticed by his 
ſucceſſors ; and finally, how Herodotus is 
contradicted by them all. | 

In their Sicilian hiſtories, Timeus diſ- 
agrees with Philitus and Callias: and the 
hiſtorians of Athens and Argos accuſe each 
other of miſrepreſentation. The events of 
the Perſian war are variouſly recounted. 
And the authenticity of Thucydides, the 
moſt careful and unprejudiced writer of his 
age, has been frequently queſtioned. _ 

If neceflary, many reaſons might be aſ- 
ſigned for the diſagreements among the 
Greek. hiſtorians: but the points J prin- 
cipally inſiſt upon are: that they do not 
lay the foundation of their hiſtory on public 
records and memorials, and that they give 
falſe accounts of the tranſactions of ancient 
times, The mode of keeping public regiſ- 
ters hath been neglected, nut only 


in the| 
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itſelf, where the people, with regard to 
their original, are diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of earth- born, and pride themſelves above 
all other people, on account of their anti- 
quity and learning. It is generally acknow- 
| ledged that Draco's penal laws preceded all 
their other writings, though they are of 
not much greater antiquity than the time 
of the tyrant Piſiſtrates. What then is to 
be ſaid with reſpect to the Arcadians, who 
received the ule of letters later than any. of 
their countrymen, and yet pretend to a 
precedence in point of antiquity. 

Now as there was no valuable intelli. 
gence extant, for the inſtruction of thoſe 


for rectifying the errors of thofe who might 
wilfully deviate from the line of rectitude; 
how was it poſſible but that their hiſtorians 
ſhould give contradictory accounts; eſpe- 
cially if we conſider that truth was leaſt of 


profeſſions of a contrary nature? In fac, 
they wrote with a view to popular applauſe, 
and if they could but obtain the name of 
diſtinguiſhed orators, they were little ſoli- 
citous for the character of honeſt men. 
Some of them wrote from whim and caprice, 
| totally diſregarding the truth of their reci- 
tals: others were mere panegyriſts, and 
ſought only the favour of perſons of emi- 
nence; while a third ſort prided themſelves 
in deprecuting the perſons and writings of 
thoſe that preceded them; all of which 
deviate entirely from the office and duty of 


the Greeks and the Jews only reſpecting 
the elegance of diction, we ſhould not ſcru- 
ple to yield them precedency: but with 


caſe is otherwiſe. 

The ancient Egyptians and Babylonians 
are known to have been extremely exact in 
their records and annals. Among the 
Egyptians the care of this regiſtering was 
committed to the prieſts, who were very 


this duty. The example of the Babylo- 
nians was followed by the Chaldeans; and 


to the conduct of life, and the preſervation 
of public traditions. 


and the practice hath 


exterior parts of Grecce, but even in Athens 


who were deſirous to be well informed, or 


all their object, though they made perpetual 


an hiſtorian. Were the controverſy between The 64 


rians. 


regard to antiquity and matters of fact, the 


aſſiduous and careful in the diſcharge of 


the Phœnicians, on their incorporation 
with the Greeks, taught them the uſe of 
letters, and how far theſe were ſubſer vient 


But as this is a matter 
confeſſed by all parties, it is unneceſſary 
that I ſhould ſay any thing farther of it 
in this place: wherefore I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with briefly obſerving that our prede- 
ceſſors took at leaſt as great care as any 
other people, if not greater, to ſecure this 
order and regulation; for the high-prieſts and 
prophets were charged with this commiſſion: 
| been regularly kept 
up to the preſent time: and I do pretume to 
fay it will never fail: for care was originally 
taken 


better 0 
than hl 


taken in the choice of perſons of diſtin- | 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


lity. We have likewiſe a ſeries of hiſtory® 


guiſhed piety and virtue for the office of 
prieſt, excluſive of thoſe who were devoted 
to the ſervice of the altar, and a proviſion 
was made that the line of prieſthood ſhould 
not be contaminated by a mixture with any 
al. other family; for no man is qualified to 
rieſt, unleſs his 
mother be deſcend=d in the ſacerdotal line; 
wherefore, regardleſs of riches or honours, 
the man who makes pretentions to the right 
of officiating at the altar, muſt produce a 
number of witneſſes to prove himſelf de- 
| ſcended ina regular line from the prieſthood. 
This is not only the practice in Judea, but 
it prevails in Egypt, Babylon, and al! 
places where our people are diſperſed : and 
our prieſts make it a point of conſcience not 
to intermarry but with their own tribes. 
When a prieſt is diſpoſed to marry, he 
ſends the name of the bride to Jeruſalem, 
together with an atteſted account of her 
pedigree. . In times of war, as in the days 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, Pompey the great, 
Quintillius Varus, and likewiſe within our 
own memory, the ſurviving prieſts com- 
pleated and. reformed the old regiſters, made 
new ones, and examined the women that 
were to be married with the greateſt circum- 
ſpection. The prieſts never eſpouſe cap- 
tives, leſt they ſhould contract a foreign 
mixture; and there cannot be a ſtronger 
proof of their integrity, than the circum- 
ſtance of their names having ſtood upon 
record, from father to ſon, in regular fuc- 
ceſſion for the ſpace of two thouſand years. 
If a prieſt be found to prevaricate, or to 
depart from the truth, he is depoſed, and 
interdicted from attendance at the altar. All 
men are not allowed to write: but in the 
productions of the few that exerciſe the pen 
we mect with no contradictions. With 
regard to thoſe wonderſul antiquities con- 
tained in the books of the prophets, we 
conſider them rather as divine revelation, than 
hiſtory. The writers who have recorded 
the hiſtory of their own times are not nu- 
merous; but in general there is a correſ- 
pondence in their reſpective narratives. 
We are bound to believe two and twenty 
books, containing the hiſtory of the world 
from the creation to the preſent time. Of 
theſe books five are occupied in giving a 
narrative of the creation of the world, and 
the generation of mankind. The hiſtory 
is continued to the death of Moſes, and 
comprizes a period of near three thouſand 
years. | 
Each of our prophets wrote an account 
of the occurrences of the age in which he 
lived, from the death of Moſes to the reign 
of Artaxerxes, the ſon of Xerxes, and king 
of Perſia: and this hiſtory is contained in 
thirteen books. The other four books con- 
fiſt of divine hymns and precepts of mora- 
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from the days of Artaxerxes to the preſent 
time, Which we hold in great eſteem, 
though we do not venerate it as we do the 
other, becauſe it is not authenticated and 
made ſacred by a continuation of the de- 
icent of the prophets. As for the other 
works we hold them in as high eſtimation 
as we could do, had we been actual wit- 
neſſes to the facts recorded; for we are 
convinced of their antiquity, and that no 
attempts have been made to enlarge, abridge, 
or in any manner to diſguiſe or alter them. 
In ſhort, from our earlieſt infancy we are 
taught to revere theſe writings as being of 
divine original, and, if neceſſary, to ſuffer 
death rather than forego opinions thus 
lacredly impreſſed. 

| Numbers of our countrymen are at this The courage 


ments, ſtruggling with death in its moſt „t the Jens. 
formidable ſhape, and contending in thea- 
tres with beaſts, and men, ſtill more brutal 
than they: and all this becauſe they refuſe 
to abandon the laws of their country, and 
blaſpheme the God whom their anceſtors 


| worthipped ! Can it be ſaid that the Greeks 


have ever given an equal proof of their faith 
and reſolution ? Theſe people would refuſe 
to abide ſuch trials in defence of all the 

hold moſt dear; but the fact is, that they 
deem thoſe things which ought to be held 
| facred as mere matter of form: and their 
belt hiſtorians are culpable in this parti- 
cular. They frequently commence the 
writing of their hiſtories, without an 

knowledge of the facts to which they al- 
lude; without conſulting thoſe who have 
been on the ſpot, and parties in the actions; 
or, if they do conſult them, without cre- 
diting what they ſay. Very extraordinary 
hiſtories of our late wars have been pub— 
liſhed by thoſe who were never near enough 
to the ſcene of action to form the lighteſt 
opinion of the matter of fact: but their 
plan has been to compile a confuſed hiſ- 
tory, partly from report, and partly from 
imagination, and then to aſſume the cha- 
racter of hiſtorians of the firſt credit. 

I have acted, however, in a very different 
manner; for J have related nothing of which 
I had not either occular demonſtration, or 
other indubitable authority. I have been 
as faithful in the report of, as 1 was accu- 
rate in the ſearch after facts. As long as 
the Jews were able to ſupport themſelves 
againſt the Romans, I had the honour of 
2 command in Galilee; but it was at length 
my misfortune to be made captive, and 
carried to Veſpaſian and Titus. In this 
ſituation I was kept in chains: but was 
ſoon permitted to make my oblervations on 
all that paſſed; and not long afterwards ob- 


— 


* Our author here means the Books of the 


Apocrypha. 


| 6 B tained 


time captives, ſuffering 'a variety of tor- and fortitude 
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| _ tained my liberty; when the fiege of Jeru- | 
3 falem taking place, I went abroad with 
Titus from Alexandria. 

| | I was now diligent in my remarks on all 

| that happened. I was well acquainted with 

| | all the motions of the army, and was ex- 
tremely careful to repreſent every circum- 
ſtance exactly as it occurred. With regard 
to the ſituation of the city, I was informed 
of it by priſoners and deſerters, as they were 
all under my particular direction and ma- 
nagement, by the abſolute command of the 
emperor. In fact, I took every opportunity 
of making written obſervations; and 
from thoſe obſervations my hiſtory is com- 
piled. 

This hiſtory Having thus laid the foundation of my 

compiled at work, when J returned to Rome, I got the 

US. aſſiſtance of ſome friends accompliſhed in 
the Greek language, and proceeded with 
the hiſtory, in which I have paid ſo ſtrict 
an adherence to the rules of veracity, that 
I have no doubt but even Veſpaſian and 
Titus will give teſtimony to my honour. 
As ſoon as my book was finiſhed, I pre-| 
ſented it to theſe illuſtrious perſons, and 
after them to ſeveral noble Romans who 
had been commanders in the war. I fold 
other copies to ſeveral of our own people 
who had a knowledge of the Greek lan- 
guage; particularly to Julius, Archelaus, 
the. accompliſhed Herod, and the moſt 


OF THE 


portant duty of our lives. Our manner of 
living is peculiar to ourſelves ; and there. 
fore we are well-aſſured, that in ancient 
times we had no intercourſe with the 
Greeks, as the Phœnicians, Egyptians, and 
other people had, for the ſake of promoting 
their intereſt by commerce, trade, and 
navigation. Our anceſtors were not, like 
other nations, diſpoſed to encreaſe their 
territories, by making incurſions upon thoſe 
of their neighbours, though, on account 
of their numbers and bravery they moſt 


| unqueſtionably might have ſucceeded in ſuch 


purſuits. 3 

The Medes and Perſians having obtained 
the command of Aſia, the latter carried the 
war into Europe. The Greeks became 
acquainted with the Thracians from their 
neighbourhood ; the Scythians from their 
correſponding with thoſe who uſed the 
Pontus; and thus there could be no want 
of hiſtorians on the coaſt of the eaſtern and 
weſtern ſeas: but the inner parts of the 
country were in a manner unknown to 
them for ſeveral ages. This was likewiſe 
the caſe in Europe ; for after the Roman 
power had been eſtabliſhed by ſucceſſive 
conqueſts, yet this mighty Empire is not 


| mentioned by Herodotus, Thucydides, or 


any of the writers living at that time; and 
it was a long time before the Greeks ob- 
tained a knowledge of its exiſtence. 


diſtinguiſhed king Agrippa. Now all theſe || What opinion ſhall we form of the pen 
univerſally applaud me, as having diſcharged || writers in general, when Ephorus, one of ili 
the duty of a faithful hiſtorian. the moſt diſtinguiſhed among them, could Nel 


While acting in the capacity of a prieſt, 
I extracted my antiquities from the books 
of the holy ſcriptures, and methodically 
arranged them. With reſpect to the war, | 
I took an active part therein, and was a| 
ſpectator of numbers of its moſt important 
events. Others were faithfully reported to 
me; and I was informed of all that was 
worth recording. My enemics have ſpoken 
| in diſparagement of my veracity, ſaying my 
| narrative does not accord with the journals 
of Titus and Veſpaſian, which they have 
peruſed. But theſe arrogant aſſertions do 
not invalidate the truth of my hiſtory, 
which recounts facts that could not have 
come within the knowledge of the Roman 

generals. 
| The cuſtoms I muſt now addreſs myſelf to thoſe who 
| and manners pretend that the Jews are a modern people, 
Ae Je#® urging in ſupport of their aſſertion, that 
thoſe of other WE Are not noticed by the Greek hiſtorians. 
people. We inhabit a mid-land country, and are 
not accuſtomed either to purſue trade and 
commerce, or to undertake journies and 
voyages. Our cities are chiefly at a diſtance 
from the ſea, our ſoil is fruitful, and our 
lands are well cultivated. A great portion 
of our time is devoted to the education of 


our children, according to the laws of our || 


country; and this we deem the moſt im- 


| \ 


commit ſuch an error as that I am about to 
recite ? Having undertaken to give an ac- 
count of the Gauls and Iberians, he repre- 
ſents the kingdom of Spain, and the whole 
continent on which it ſtands, only as a fin- 
gle city: and thus mentions things that 
were never tranſacted or thought of there, 
as the hiſtory of the place itſelf. Thus 
ignorance ariſes from an endeavour to reach 
truth at too great a diſtance ; and in other 
inſtances, from an affectation of exceeding 
the truth. | 

Can it, therefore, afford any kind of 
ſurprize, if people who live as a ſort of 
ſtrangers in the world, wholly detached 
from it, and under ſuch regulations as the 
Jews do, ſnould not afford any ſubject for 
the hiſtorical pen ? 

Suppoſe, now, I ſhould turn the Greeks 
mode of reaſoning againſt themſelves, and 
deny their antiquity becaufe our books do 
not mention it ? Would not this be deemed 
abſurd ? And would not the Greeks appeal 
to their neighbours in juſtification of their 
claim ? If this would be right in them, it 
cannot be leſs ſo with me. The principal 
witneſſes I ſhall uſe are the Egyptians and 
Phœnicians. No exceptions can be taken 
to their evidence, for the Egyptians are 
well known to be our determined enemies; 


nor 


f1m0* 
me. 


O 
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of Tyre, leſs ſo. The Chaldeans, how- 
ever, form a different opinion of us. We 
were formerly in ſubjection to them; and 
on the ſcore of affinity, as well as on ac- 
count of our country, they mention us in 
the moſt reſpectful manner in their writings. 

Manetho, a native of Egypt, anda pro- 
ficient in the Greek language, as appears 
from his hiſtory concerning the Jewiſh reli- 
gion, attacks Herodotus in many parts of 


his work for giving falſe repreſentations of 


the Egyptians. From the account given by 
Manetho, it is evident, beyond contradiction, 
that our anceſtors had quitted Egypt three 
hundred and ninety-three years betore the 
departure of Danaus for Argos, though the 
antiquity of that Prince is ſtrongly infiſted 
upon by the Greeks. From the Egyptian 
writings Manetho adduces two capital cir- 
cumſtances in favour of the Jews. The 
firſt is, that our anceſtors came into Egypt 
from ſome other country; and the other, 


that their departure from Egypt, was near 


a thouſand years previous to the fiege of 
Troy. Many records of great antiquity 
have been .preſerved by the Tyrians; and 
among other matters reſpecting our people, 
they mention the temple erected in Jeruſa- 
lem by king Solomon, one hundred and 
forty-three years and eight months before 
Carthage was built by their anceſtors. © Such 


was the friendſhip that Hiram, king of 


mutual love of knowledge. 


Van ſue. 
dds his fa. 
7 Abibal. 


Tyre, had for David, that on account of the 
father, he had the greater eſteem for his ſon 
Solomon; and as a proof of his regard, he 
preſented to him a hundred and twenty 


talents of gold, towards defraying the charge 


of adorning the edifice, and ſupplied him 
with the fineſt wood from Mount Lebanon, 
for the wainſcot and roof. Solomon teſtified 
his gratitude by making magnificent preſents 
in return, and among other acknowledg- 
ments gave him Zebulon and Napthali.” 
A principal inducement to the friendſhip 
between theſe illuſtrious perſonages was a 
They exchan- 
ged problems and difficult queſtions for be- 
ing reſolved; and in this exerciſe Solomon 
proved the moſt expert. Among the Ty- 
rians ſeveral copies of letters that paſſed be- 


tween them are ſtill extant. In confirma- | 


tion of what I have ſaid reſpecting Hiram, 
I ſhall here quote the words of Dius, a 
Phoenician hiſtorian of undoubted credit. 
« Abibal was ſucceeded by his ſon Hiram. 
This prince repaired and improved ſeveral 
cities in the eaſtern diſtrict of his domini- 
ons : he enlarged Tyre, endowed it with 
many valuable gifts, and by means of a 
bank joined it to the temple of Olympian 
Jupiter, which was ſituated upon an iſland. 
He afterwards repaired to Mount Lebanon, 


* She was a Phoenician goddeſs, and the ſame as | 


Aſhiaroth in Scripture, which denoteth theep or 
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nor are the Phœnicians, particularly thoſe |and cut down wood for building temples. 


It is recorded that Solomon, king of Jeru- 
falem, and Hiram, fent difficult queſtions to 
each other to be reſolved, on condition of 
a penalty being incurred by him that failed; 
which happening to be the caſe with Hiram, 
he paid the forfeiture : but afterwards Ab- 
demonus, a Tyrian, explained the problem, 
and propoſed others for Solomon to inter- 
pret, on the condition of paying a certain 


| ſum to Hiram, if he failed.” 


Menander, a writer of Epheſus, who 
collected a number of the memorials of 
the lives ef the Grecian and Barbarian prin- 
ces, having mentioned the preceding kings 
of Tyre, thus proceeds : 

Abibal being dead, he was ſucceeded 
in the regal dignity by his ſon Hiram, who 
wore the crown no leſs than thirty-four 
years, This prince joined Eurichorus to 
the city of Tyre, by means of a large 
mount which he cauſed to be thrown up; 
and in the temple of Jupiter in that place, 
dedicated a pillar of gold to the honour of 
that god. He then proceeded to a foreſt, 
on a mountain named Lebanon, where he 
cut down a large quantity of cedar to make 
roots for temples, of which he pulled down 
many old, and built others in their ſtead. 
One of theſe he dedicated to Hercules, in 
the month Peritius, and another to Aſtartes, 
at the time that he turned his arms againſt 
the Tyrians on account of their refuſing to 
pay their taxes: but he returned as ſoon as 
he had conquered them. 

At this time there was in the ſervice of 
Hiram a young man named Abdemonus, 
who lived in the palace, and was employed 
in reſolving difficult queſtions ſent by So- 
The following is a computation 


from the time of Hiram to the building of 
Carthage. 
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Hiram was ſucceeded by his ſon Beleazar, The fawily 


who died in the ſeventh year of his reign, 
and the forty-third of his age; after him 
came his ſon Abdaſtartus, who reigned 
near nine years; but when he was in the 
twentieth year of his age, he was murdered 
by the four ſons of his nurſe, of whom the 
eldeſt reigned in his ſtead twelve years ; 
and next to him was Aſtartus, the ſon of 
Deleaſtartus, who likewiſe reigned twelve 
years, and lived ſixty-ſix. This prince was 
ſucceeded by his brother Aſerymus, who 
reigned nine years, and, in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, was murdered by Phelles 
his brother. Phelles aſſumed the govern- 


| ment when he was fifty years old, and hav- 


ing reigned eight months, was killed by. 
Ithobalus, a prieſt of the goddeſs Aftarta,* 


of 


who reigned thirty-three years, and died 


at the age of ſixty-eight. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon Badezor, who reigned 


flocks. In compliment to one of his concubines, So- 


lomon is ſaid to have erc&ed an altar to this deity. 
; nine 


Hiram, 
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nine years, and lived forty-five. After 
Badezor, came his ſon Matagenus, who 
reigned nine years, and died at the age of 
two and thirty. Matagenus was ſucceeded 
by Pygmalion, who governed forty years, 
and lived fifty-ſix. | 
Carthage in Africa was built by his ſiſter, 
Dido, in the ſeventh year of his reign. 
Thus, from the time of Hiram to the 
building of Carthage, we compute one 
hundred and fifty-five years and eight 
months. So that admitting the temple of 
Jeruſalem to have been erected in the 
twelfth year of the reign of king Hiram, it 
will appear, that from the time of the 
building of the temple to the building of 
Carthage, there was a ſpace of one hundred 
and forty-three years and eight months.” 
Now I ſhould wiſh to aſk, if any thing 
can be more full evidence on Hur (ide of the 
queſtion than this teſtimony of the Pheni- 
cians. Certain it 1s, that the arrival of our 
anceſtors in Judea muſt have been antece- 
dent to their building a temple 1n that 
country, and that they could not form the 
ſtructure till they had conquered the land 
by force of arms. | 
It will now be proper to take notice of 


an and other the correſpondence between the Chaldeans 
writers agree. and other writers in reſpect to our hiſtory. 


Beroſus, a writer of the firſt credit, who 


has produced ſeveral learned tracts in the 


Greek language on the ſubjects of aſtronomy 
and the Chaldean philoſophy, agreeable 
to the cuſtom of the ancient hiſtorians, 
mentions the deſtruction of mankind by the 
deluge, as recorded by Moſes: and among 
other particulars of the ark, ſays, it reſted 
on the mountains of Armenia. He then 
traces the genealogies of the ſons of Noah, 
and records their names and ages, continu- 
ing his hiſtory regularly from Noah to Na- 
bulaſſar, king of Babylon and Chaldea. 
He relates, that this king ſent his ſon Na- 


buchodonoſor wit ha large army into Egypt 


and Judea, where he attacked the rebels 


then in arms, and having ſubdued them, ſet 


fire to the temple of Jeruſalem, taking with 
him the whole body of the Jews priſoners 
into Babylon. From this time the city of 
Jeruſalem remained in a ſtate of deſolation 
ſeventy years, till the time of Cyrus, king 


of Perſia. Beroſus relates, that Egypt, Sy- 
ria, Phenicia, and Arabia, were in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Babylonians, and that none of 
the predeceſſors of Nabuchodonoſor were 
equal to him in dignity. He ſpeaks in the 


Beroſus's ac- followin g manner. 


count of Nas 
bulaſſer and 


Nabulaſſar being informed that his de- 


Nabuchodo- puty for Egypt, Cœle-Syria, and Phœnicia 


noſ. rs 


had taken up arms, and being too far ad- 
vanced in years to ſuſtain the fatizues of 
war, he diſpatched his ſon Nabuchodono- 


50 F K 
ſor, then in the prime of life, to reduce the 
rebel; and with a powerful army, he put 
the inſurgent to flight, and recovered all the 
revolted provinces. Having reigned nine 
and twenty years, Nabulaſſar died in Ba- 
bylon. Being informed of his father's death 
Nabuchodonoſor adjuſted his concerns 1 
Egypt and the other provinces, and, after 
deputing perſons in whom he could confide 
to take care of the captive Jews, Phanici. 
ans and Syrians, and eſcort them to Baby. 
lon with the army and baggage, he proceed. 
ed towards that capital through the deſart, 
with but a ſmall retinue. On his arrival he 
found the ſtate of affairs much to his ſatiſ- 
faction, the Chaldeans and the people of 


eminence in general cxpreſſing themſelves 


attached to his intereſt, and re ſolutcly dil. 
poſe to eſtabliſh him in poſleſſion of the 


throne. While the priſoners were upon e 
; on Na) jo 
all neceſſary don, 


accommodations to be provided for them ijncwtie |: 


their journey, he ordered 
the city. Fe applied the ſpoils of war to 
the embelliſhments of the temples dedi- 
cated to Bell and other leities. He cauſed 
a new town to be erected in addition to the 
ancient city; and that the river on the 
banks of which it ſtood, might not be di- 
verted from its natural channel, in caſe of 
a ſiege, the buildings were incloſed with a 
tripple wall, being partly of brick only, 
and partly of brick mixed with bitumen“. 
He allo erected a noble palace, near that of 
his father, but abundantly larger, and more 
magnificent and coſtly. It would be too 
tedious to deſcribe this building : but it is 
worthy remark, that though ſo rich and cu- 
rious a ſtructure it was completed in fifteen 
days. Within this building were a number 
of artificial rocks, reſembling mountains, 
with nurſeries for various kinds of plants, 
and a ſort. of hanging garden, which, with 


a {ingular degree of ſkill, was ſuſpended in 


the air. This was done to oblige the queen, 
who being educated in the free air, among 
the hills of Media, was hizhly gratified by 
ſo delightful a proſpect.” | 
Thus far Beroſus, reſpecting this king. 
In the Chaldean antiquities are other cir- 


cumftances worthy of notice; particularly 


his cenſure of the Greeks, for aſſerting that 
Babylon was founded by Semiramis, queen 
of Aſyria., The greater credit is to be 
given to Beroſus, becauſe he ſo nearly 
agrees with the Phoenician records reſpecting 
the king of Babylon, and his conquering 
all Syria and Phoenicia. The fame thing is 
by Philoſtratus obſerved in fiege of Tyre, and 
by Megaſthenes, who, in his Indian hiſto- 
ry, aſcribes to this king a degree of bravery 
ſuperior to that of Hercules, and fays far- 
ther, that the greateſt part of Lybia and 


Iberia was at his command. 


* Bitumen was a thick fat fort of clay or ſlime, like 


pitch, found near Babylon, made uſe of in building, | 


inſtead of mortar, its cement being of incredible 


ſtrength and duration, 


With 


[ Boog 


os 1 ] 


Ti 
alem 


(ms over 
a Aſia. 


lrſus 
res with 
We eu ill 
Kurts, 


ſys con 


With regard to the temple of Jeruſalem, 
Beroſus aſſerts, that the Babylonians re- 
duced it to aſhes; and that the rebuilding 
of it was commenced by Cyrus, to whoſe 
dominion all Afia had at that time ſub- 
mitted. The following is an extract from 
the third book of the writings of Beroſus. 

« Nabuchodonoſor fell ill and died juſt 
as he had begun to build the third wall, 
and when he had reigned near forty-three 
years. He was 1ucceeded by his ſon Evil- 
Merodoch,* who became the averſion of 
the public by his laſcivious and oppreſſive 
conduct; and in the ſecond year of his 
reign was deſtroyed by the treachery of 
Nirigliſſoror, the huſband of his ſiſter, 
who, ſoon after his death aſſumed the 
regal government, of which he held poſ- 
ſeſſion four years. He was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Laboroſardochus, then quite, a 
youth, who at the end of a reign of only 
nine months was deſtroyed by thoſe who 
called themſelves his friends, who dil- 
patched him becauſe his inclinations were 
thought of a vicious and dangerous ten- 
dency. Immediately after his death the 
conſpirators aſſembled, and choſe for their 
king Nabonidus, by birth a Babylonian, 
and of the ſame family. This prince com- 
pleated the building of the walls round the 
city of Babylon. 


© When the king had reigned near ſe- 
venteen years, Cyrus came out of Perſia 


with a very great army, ravaged all Aſia, 
and then proceeded towards Babylon. He 
was met in the field by Nabonidus, who 
encountered him; but being routed, him- 
ſelf and a few of his followers only, eſcaped 
to the town of Borſippe. Cyrus advanced 
to Babylon, which he expected to become 
maſter of on forcing the firſt wall : but h- 
afterwards changed his opinion, raiſed the 
ſiege, and retired to Borſippe, with an in- 
tention to have attacked that place; but 
Nabonidus declining the hazard of defend- 
ing it, ſurrendered to the metcy of Cyrus, 
who, upon his making that ſubmiſſion, 
baniſhed him from Babylon, and preſented 
to him an eſtate in Caramaria, where he 
reſided during the remainder of his life, 1n 
a retired and humble ſituation,” 

This account by Beroſus perfectly cor- 
reſponds with that in our books, where it 
is recorded, that the temple was demoliſhed 
by Nabuchodnoſer, in the eighteenth year 
of his reign ; that it remained in a ruinous 
ſtate for ſeventy years; that the foundations 
of it were again laid in the ſecond year of 
the reign of Cyrus; and that the building 
was completed in the ſecond year of king 
Darius. 

To the above accounts it may not be 
improper to annex ſome particulars from 
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1 
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the Phœnician dine, ſince correſponding 
chronological proofs cannot be too numerous. 

During the reiga:of king Ithobal, Tyre 
was beſieged hy Nabuchodnoſer for the 
ſpace of thirteen years. He was ſucceeded 
by, Baal, who reigned ten years. After 
his deceaſe, it became cuſtomary to truſt 
the powers of government with judges in- 
ſtead of kings. Of theſe Judges Ecniba- 
lus, the ſon of Baſleck, governed two 
months ; and he was ſucceeded by Chelbis, 
the fon of Abdeus, who was ten months in 
authority; the high-prieſt Abbar three; 
Mytgonis and Geraſlus Batus, the ſons of 
Abdelimus, fix years; they were followed 
by Balatorus, who having governed one 
year, the people ſent to Babylon for Mer— 
balus, who was in authority four years; 


upon his deceaſe he was ſucceeded by his 


brother Iram, who governed twenty years, 
in the courſe of which Cyrus compleated 
the conqueſt of the Perſian empire, The 
above periods added together make fiſty- 
four years and three months. Nabucho- 
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donoſor began the ſiege of Tyre in the 


| ſeventh year of his reign, and Cyrus gained 


poſſeſſion of the empire in the fourteenth 
of that of king Iram. 
that the accounts given by the Chaldeans 
and Tyrians reſpecting our temple, add 
confirmation' to what our own hiſtorians 
have written on that ſubject, 


What I have advanced is ſurcly ſuffi- 


cient to prove the antiquity of the Jewiſh 
nation ; but as I am arguing with thoſe 
who deem all perſons except themſelves 
to be Barbarians, and refuſe credit to what- 
ever is not advanced upon their own au- 
thority, it may not be improper to adduce 


the teſtimony of the Greek authors in our The Jews ap- 


juſtification, thus appealing even to our 
adverſaries, and compelling them to be- 
come witneſſes in ſupport of our cauſe, _ 
Pythagoras, the famous Samian philoſo- 
pher, a man of great wifdom and piety, 


Thus we perceive, 


peal to their 
enemles. 


was very converſant in the Jewiſh laws, 
and in many inſtances a ſtrict obſeryer of 


them, as appears from his own writings, 
as well as trom the teſtimony of others. 
Hermippus, a faithſul hiſtorian, in his 
firſt book of Pythagoras, relates a ſtory of 
one Calliphon of Croton, the confidential 
friend of the philoſopher. He ſays that 
Calliphon dying, Pythagoras was haunted 
day and night by his ſpirit, inſtructing 
him with regard to his conduct; among 
other things directing him not to paſs by 
where his aſs had ſtumbled z to drink only 
water from the ſpring ; and to ſpeak well 
of all perſons, thereby copying the exam- 
ple of the Jews and Thracians ; and ap- 
plying the whole advice to his own con- 
duct; which was juſt, for many of the 
cuſtoms of the Jews are incorporated into 


the philoſophy of Pythagoras, | 
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In times of very remote antiquity our | 
people were ſo well known in places of 
eminence, that our rites and cuſtoms are 
this day preſerved in many cities, and 
others, on inveſtigation, have . deemed 
them worthy their imitation. This ap- 
pears in the book of Jaws written by The- 
ophraſtus, who mentioning the laws of 
Tyre againſt ſwearing by ſtrange gods, in- 
ſtances the Corban amongſt the forbidden 
oaths. Now Corban, in Hebrew, ſigni- 


fies the © Gift of God:“ and the corban is || 


peculiar to the Jews. 

It is evident that our people were not 
unknown to Herodotus Halicarnaſſus, who 
in his ſecond book, where he ſpeaks of 
the people of Colchos, has the following 
words: «“ With regard to circumciſion, 
J find that, in ancient times, it was uſed 
only by the Colchians, the Egyptians, and 
the Ethiopians. The Phœnicians, and the 
Syrians of Paleſtine acknowledge to have 
received this cuſtom from the Egyptians : 
the Syrians living near the rivers Hermo- 
don and Parthenius, and alſo their neigh- 
bours, the Macronians, are ſaid to have 
adopted it of later times from the Col- 
chians. 
and theſe follow the cuſtom of the Egyp- 
tians : but whether the Egyptians derive 
this from the Ethiopians, or the contrary, 
I cannot determine.” This writer appears 
o be certain that the Syrians of Paleſtine 


are circumciſed : now the fact is, that in 


Paleſtine the Jews only are circumciſed, 
and as he is poſitive in his aſſertion, what 
he ſays reſpecting this circumſtance can 
have reference to no other people. 
Chærilus, a poet of great antiquity, 
giving an account of the various nations 
that carried arms againſt the Greeks under 


the command of Xerxes, king of Perſia, 
having mentioned the other parties, ſpeaks 
finally of the Jews, after the following 


manner: 


Theſe people form'd the rear with grace their own, 
Their language Tyrian, and themſelves unknown: 
From mountains near to Solymus they came, 

Of which a lake immenſe proclaims the fame. 
Tann'd horſe-hides form'd the covering of the head, 
The hair cut round o'er which theſe hides were ſpread. 


It is plain that the poet, who ſpeaks of| 


the mountains of Solyma or Jeruſalem, and 


[nates his maſter, in a converſation with 


Hyperochides, reſpecting a Jew with whom 
he was acquainted. The taſk would be 
tedious, ſays he, to recite the particulars 


of the hiſtory of the Jews : I ſhall therefore 


only give you a ſpecimen of the wiſdom. of 
this perſon. He was a Jew by birth, 3 


native of the Lower Syria, of a line of 
philoſophers whom the Indians diſtinguiſh 
| by the appellation of Calani, but they are 
called Jews by the Syrians, from the place 


of their reſidence, which is the country of 
udea. 
f The name of their principal city is dif. 
ficult to pronounce, being called Jeruſalem. 
The Jew I allude to was remarkable for 
his benevolence to ſtrangers and travellers, 
and highly eſteemed for the wiſdom of his 
diſcourſes, and the purity of his manners, 
When I was in Aſia, in company with 


ſome of my diſciples, we received a viſit 
from this wonderful man, whoſe conver. 


ſation proved highly inſtructing. Thoſe 
who are defirous of further information 


reſpecting this extraordinary perſon, may 


be gratified by referring to the work aboye 


mentioned. 
No other people are circumciſed, || 


Hecateus, the Abderite, a man of great 
wiſdom, who was educated with Alexander 
the great, and afterwards lived in the court 
of Ptolemy, king of Egypt, the ſon of 
Lagus, wrote on the affairs of the Jews; 
and from this work I ſhall make ſuch ex- 
tracts as may ſerve to elucidate my ſubject. 


Hecateus ſays, In the hundred and ſe- 


venteenth Olympiad, being eleven years 
after the death of Alexander, Ptolemy, the 
ſon of Lagus, fought and defeated Deme- 
trius, the ſon of Antigonus, near Gaza.” 
It is well known, that Alexander died in 


the hundred and fourteenth Olympiad ; 


and it muſt be concluded, that the Jews 
were a very flouriſhing people in the time 
of that great prince, The ſame writer 


further ſays, © After the battle of Gaza, 


Ptolemy conquered Syria and the adjacent 
countries. His humane and condeſcend- 
ing behaviour ſo attracted the eſteem of the 
people, that many of them followed him 
into Egypt, Hezekias, a Jewiſh high-prieſt, 
being of the number. He was ſixty years 
of age, an admirable orator, and a man 


well acquainted with the manners of man-Chaater ; 
kind.” In another place he ſays, cc The Heztk'® 


a i the honour 
prieſts of the Jews who received tenths ye Jes. 


were about fifteen hundred in number ; 
and they lived in common.” 


Again ſpeaking of the above- mentioned 


of a large lake that is ſituated in its neigh- 
bourhood, can refer to no other people than 
the Jews, who dwell among thoſe moun- 
tains, and mean no other lake than that of 
Aſphaltitis, which is the moſt conſiderable 


in all Syria. Thus much with reſpect to Hezekias, he ſays, We have ſeveral 
Chærrilus. The Jews were not only] times waited on and conferred with this 
known to the Greeks, but alſo lived upon || eminent man, and his friends, reſpecting 
terms of intimacy and friendſhip with their the difference in our opinions, practices 
philoſophers and people of the firſt rank. and cuſtoms : he conducted us to his houſe, 

In his firſt book on the ſubject of ſleep, where he explained to us the government 
Clearchus, a diſciple of Ariſtotle, perſo-|| and diſcipline of the Jews, and he gave us 


written 


| 
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written teſtimony of the truth of what he perhaps is not wilfully an enemy to out 
aid.“ y | 


people, ſays that, “After abandoning her 
Hecateus next mentions the veneration || huſband Demetrius, Stratonice went from 
in which we hold our laws, ſufering with || Macedonia into Syria, with an intention of 
patience every extremity of torment and || eſpouſing king Seleucus ; but the marriage 
death, rather than be guilty of violating || not taking place, ſhe fomented an inſurrec- 
them. He then proceeds to mention the || tion in Antioch, while the king was with 
ſubmiſſiveneſs of the behaviour of the Jews || his army in Babylon. On his return, the 
under ill treatment. How cruelly have || king took Antioch, and made a priſoner of 
theſe people been treated by their neigh- || Stratonice, when the was on the point of 
bours! How have the Perſian kings and ||eſcaping to Seleucia, and ſhe was put to 
their officers perſecuted them, yet been || death, Had ſhe attempted her eſcape by 
unable to ſhake their reſolution | An in- ſea, ſhe in all probability would have ſuc- 
ſtance occurs in the falling of the temple || ceeded : but ſhe was diverted from that un- 
of Bel, at Babylon, when Alexander being || dertaking by a dream, which ſhe believed 
preſent, and reſolving to repair it, directed || t. be omnious of misfortune. 

that all the ſoldiers ſhould carry timber and || The Jews, ſays Agatharchides, are in 
other materials towards finiſhing the ſtruc-|j| poſſeſſion of a city called Jeruſalem, which 
ture. The Jews only refuſed to give their 


is deemed impregnable. It is the cuſtom 
afſiſtance, and were at firſt ſeverely puniſh- || of theſe people to abſtain from all kinds of 
ed; but when the king ſaw that nothing labour on the ſeventh day, when they employ 
would induce them to change their reſo- || themſelves from morning till night in acts 
lution, he ordered them to be ſet at liberty, || of devotion in their temples. On the ſab- 
on account. of their magnanimity. On || bath, when the Jews were not permitted 
their journey into their own country they || to take up arms, Ptolemeus, the fon of 
levelled to the ground all ſuch temples and || Lagus, entered their city with an army; 
altars as had been ereCted to the honour of || and the people ſuperſtitiouſly declining to 
ſtrange gods; for which offence ſome were 


defend themſelves, they were reduced to 
pardoned, but others puniſhed by fines and || the yoke of oppreflion, and, when incapa- 
otherwiſe.“ | 


ble of relieving themſelves, convinced of 
This writer ſpeaks much of our perſeve- || the folly of their cuſtoms.” Thus is our Agathar- 


ring reſolution, and the immenſe numbers conduct cenſured by Agatharchides: but png "ogy 
of our people, of whom multitudes were thoſe who ſeriouſly reflect will acknowledge, deim cuſ⸗ 
made captives, and carried into Babylon, that we have acted from the beſt princi- toms. | 
and many others into Egypt and Phcenicia, || ples ; for ſurely to make every other conſi- 
when a diſturbance happened in Syria, af- || deration yield to a ſenſe of our duty to the 
ter the death of Alexander. He mentions the || Almighty is an indubitable proof of righ- 
beauty, fertility, and extent of the country || teouſneſs and virtue. | 
of Judea, which, he ſays, is an excellent It is true, that many hiſtorians who. 
| ſoil, and eſtimated contain three millions || were contemporaries with our people, do 
of acres. With regard to the city of Je- || not mention them: but this neglect was. 
ruſalem, its temple, extent, and populouſ- not the reſult of ignorance, but of envy, as 
neſs, he ſpeaks in the following manner: [I ſhall clearly prove. Jerome, governor 
May towns, cities, and fortreſſes, are of Syria, and a favourite of king Antigo- 
<7 ng in poſſeſſion of the Jews; but they have nus, who lived in the time of Hecateus; 
one city which much exceeds the reſt in || wrote a book reſpecting the ſucceſſors of 
ſtrength and ſize. It is called Jeruſalem, Alexander. Hecateus wrote a volume con- 
deemed fifty ſtadia in circumference, and || cerning the Jews; but Jerome does not 
to contain one hundred and fifty thouſand || mention us, though he lived adjacent to 
inhabitants. In the midſt of the city is || our country. But writers indulge their 
aſtone incloſure, an hundred cubits round, || own inclinations : ſome record our famous 
having two large gates; and within this actions to poſterity ; while others are found 
incloſure is a ſquare altar, ten cubits in ſuppreſſing them, in violation of the truth. 
* depth and twenty in breadth, made of un- Vet there remains ſufficient evidence to 
1 wrought ſtones, never touched by the tool juſtify our claim among the Egyptians, 
F of any workman. Adjacent to it is a confi- || Chaldzans, Phcenicians and Greeks: for 
derable building, having in it a golden al- || excluſive of the writers already noticed, we 
tar and candleſtick weighing two talents, || are particularly mentioned by Theophilus, 
and lamps burning day and night: but it || Theodotos, Moaſeas, Ariſtophanes, Her- 
has no plants, groves or images, as is com- || MOgEnes, Euemerus, Conon, Zopyrion, and 
mon in other temples. It is at all times many others. Now the majority of theſe 
attended by prieſts, who live with the || writers muſt have been ignorant with regard 
oreateſt regularity, and wholly abſtain from || to the firſt ages of the world, as they had 
wine.“ not the ſacred ſcriptures for their direction. 
Agatharchides, who though not a friend, As to Demetrius Phalercus, Philon Wy 
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The Egypti- 
ans a partial 


people. 


Manetho's 
Egypiian 
hiſtory. 


OG . © 


It yet remains for me to ſpeak to a par- 
ticular article, which is to invalidate that 
ſcandal which hath been caſt on us, and 


expoſe the authors of it by their own teſti- 
mony, ſince what they ſay againſt us hath 
equal weight againſt themſelves : but the 
partiality and malice of prejudiced writers 
is well known to thoſe acquainted with 
hiſtory, Some indulge their ill-will againſt 


whole nations, and the manners of the 
people ; as the Athenians were treated by 


Theopompus, the Lacedemonians by Po- 
lycrates, and the Thebans by the author of 


Theſe people, and others, 


Tripoliticus. 


have been likewiſe much cenſured by Ti- 
meus, and it is the cuſtom with ſuch wri- 


| 


ters to abuſe diſtinguiſhed merit. | 

The Egyptians being our profeſſed ene- 
mies, nothing could be better calculated to 
pleaſe them, than a falſe repreſentation of 


our anceſtors coming into Egypt, and re- 


turning thence: for we were envied and 


hated by them becauſe we grew ſo conſi- 
rably while among them, and were ſo hap- 
py when releaſed from their dominion. 
Another cauſe of enmity aroſe from the 
variance of religion, for their religion differ- 
ed from ours as much as the author of nature 
from the works of his hands; for they 
made gods of beaſts, and paid homage to 
them indiſcriminately. 
they were educated from their earlieſt in- 
fancy, and rendered incapable of better ſen- 
timents by that prepoſieſſion. 
tertained the utmoſt averſion to thoſe pro- 
ſelytes who embraced our religion, and be- 
came ſo loſt to every liberal opinion, that 
they ſcrupled not to contradict themſelves, 
and refute their own records. 
prove from the authority of one of their 
diſtinguiſhed writers, whoſe teſtimony ! 
have already quoted, in ſupport of the an- 
tiquity of the Jews. 


In this doctrine 


They en- 


This I ſhall 


Monetha, in the beginning of his Egyp- 


tian hiſtory, ſolemnly declares that he will 
carefully extract it from the holy ſcriptures ; 
and he introduces his diſcourſe with an ac- 
count of our anceſtors reducing Egypt, ſay- 
ing, that being ſoon afterwards driven from 
thence, they retired into a province called 
Judea, where they built the city of Jeruſalem, 
and likewiſe a temple. But he afterwards 
recounts a number of idle tales and abſurd 
traditions, 
rable of Egyptian lepers and other infected 
perſons, driven from the country on ac- 
count of uncleanneſs. He ſays they 
had a king named Amenophis : but he 
preſumes not to aſcertain at what period 


He repreſents the Jews as a 


he reigned ; conſcious that the want of 


connection would have expoſed his falacy. 


An Egyptian, named Cheremon has alſo 


der, and Eupolemus, their cenſutes are to 
be forgiven, as they had not the proper 
means of information. 


O F 1 


written concerning the Jews: but to be 
convinced of his, deceptioa it is only 


of Manetho. The laſt mentioned author 
ſays, that the lepers that were baniſhed 
were eighty thouſand ; and the other al. 
ſerts that the number was two hundred 
and fifty thouſand. The former conveys 
them to the quarries, and from thence to 
Avaris, where they procure aſſiſtance from 
Jeruſalem, and commence the war. Che. 
remon ſupplies them with three hundred 
and eighty thouſand troops, who invade 
Egypt, and compel an imaginary king cal- 
led Amenophis to fly into Ethiopia, in te- 
venge of his having baniſhed all leprous 
people, among whom were Moſes and Jo- 
leph. But it is well known that Joſcph 

died four ages before the time of Moſs - | 
and had our legiſlator himſelf been a leper, 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that his ordinance; 
wou'd have been ſo ſevere as they are againſt 
people in the ſame ſituation. According 
to Manetho, Rhamſcs was in the war with 
his father Amenophis, and an exile with 
him in Ethiopia. Cheremon ſayghe was 
born in a cave, after the death of his father, 
and upor. growing to manhood, drove two 
hundred thouſand Jews -into Syria. He 
mentions not who were the three hundred 
and eighty thouſand, ror whether the eigh- 
teen thouſand deſerted to Rhamſes, or fell in 


battle; nor does he explain who he means 


by Jews; whether the three hundred and 
cignty thouſand at Bluſium, or the two hua- 
arcd and fifty thouſand lepers. The falſe- 
hood of Lyſiamachus are ſtill more extrava- 


gant than thoſe of the writers before-mention- 


He aſſerts, that: When Bocchoris reigned 
over Egypt, the 


of them died; whereupon a famine enſued. 
Thus diſtrefled, Bocchoris ſent to conſult 
tle oracle of Jupiter Ammon, on the occa- 
lion of the famine; and the anſwer was, 
that the temples muſt be purified by ſend- 
ing into the deſart the unclean perſons, and 
that thoſe who were ulcerated and leprous 
ſhould be drowned, for the ſun itſelf ab- 
horred ſo obnoxious a ſight : and that theſe 
injunctions being complied with, the fruits 
of the earth ſhould re-appear, according to 
their natural order, Hereupon Bocchoris 
ſummoned his prieſts and ſoothſayers, and 
agreeable to their advice, ordered the lick 
to be collected and delivered to the ſoldiers: 
thoſe who were ſcorbutic or leprous to bz 
wrapped in lead, and thrown into the ſea, 
and the others conveyed to the wildernels, 
and there leſt to ſtarve, The night ad- 
vancing, theſe unhappy creatures delibera- 
ted how to act. They made fires, and ap- 
pointed centinels; and on the next night 
kept a faſt, to entreat pardon of the Gods. 


| On 


neceſſary to oppoſe his teſtimonies to thoſe ly 


t, the Jews preſſed into the tem-;, ;.,..,q 
ples to ſolicit alms, being aMicted with va- unden 
ricty of diſorders, of which great numbers dt. 
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On the following morning, one Moſes re- 
commended it to them to decamp ; but en- 
joined them to do no good on their jour- 
ney 3 not even ſo much as to give good 
advice if it was aſked ; and to deſtroy all 
the temples and altars they met with. This 
advice being approved, the company pro- 
ceeded through the wilderneſs, and after 
encountering great hardſhips, came at 
length to a country well inhabited and cul- 
tivated. They behaved in a moſt cruel 
manner to the inhabitants, whoſe temples 
they ravaged and burnt ; and arriving at a 
place now named Judea, they built a city, 
and called it Hieroſyla, the meaning of 
which is, The ſpoil of holy things :” 
but afterwards acquiring power and repu- 


tation, they changed the name to Hiero- 


ſolyms; and from the name of the city 
took their own.” | 
Lyſimachus thus gives us a king un- 


known to Manetho and Cheremon. By 


8 _— 


OF THE JEWS: 


Jews does he mean lepers? For he ſeems 
to inſinuate that our people alone were 
afflicted with the leproſy. Why does he 
not mention whether they were natives or 
(trangers ? If Egyptians, he is wrong in 
giving them the names of Jews: if they 
were ſtrangers, why does he not mention 
from what country? If ſo many were 
drowned, and ſuch numbers driven into 
the deſart, how happens it that ſuch num- 
bers of our people yet remain ? It is range 
that he ſhould mention the name of our 


; law-giver, and yet ſay nothing reſpecting 


his perſon, family, or country; It is ri- 
diculous to ſuppoſe that a number of friend- 
leſs and miſcrable people ſhould combine 
as declared enemies againſt the reſt of 
mankind. In ſhort, it would be needleſs 
to employ more time in refuting aſſertions 


that are at once falle, abſurd, contradic- 
tory and malicious. 


8 0 0 


en gHAT I have already ſaid on the 
0 W ( authority of ſeveral Phoenician, 
© „ Chaldean and Egyptian hiſto- 
Oe ins, and ſome of the Greek 
writers, I preſume will be admitted as a 
full vindication of the antiquity of the 


II. 


erected on the figures of baſons, with 
engravings thereon, and the ſhadow of the 
pillars falling upon the baſons, moved with 
the ſun.” # 


K 


Jews. Iſhall now proceed to anſwer thoſe 
who have perſonally attacked me, and par- 
ticularly Apion, the grammarian, though 
I muſt acknowledge, that a writer of his 
character but little merits attention. 

His narrations are in the higheſt degree 
vulgar and fabulous: his writings are dull 
and obſcure : he appears to be ignorant of 
his ſubject, but is calumnious in ever 


thing that he advances: in fact, there is a 


mixture in his writings, which prove that 
the author is illiberal, boiſterous, and trou— 
bleſome in the extreme. Apion's mode of 
writing is ſo obſcure, confuſed, and con— 
tradictory, that it is difficult to determine 
what he aims at. Sometimes he miſtakes 
the account of the departure of our anceſ- 
tors from Egypt, as hath been done by 
others, whom I have already refuted ; at 
others he traduces the Jews of Alexandria; 
and then our religious rites and c:remonies 
become the lubject of his cenſure. 

In the third book of his Egyptian hiſto- 
ry, Apion ſays, ** Moles was a native ©! 
Heliopolis, where the people were accul- 
tomed to hold their religious meetings in 
the open air ; but he prevailed upon them 
to aſſemble in the buildings of the city, 


towards the ſun. The buildings were 
open at the top, and conſiſted of pillars 


Moſes ſays nothing of preſcribing the 
romantic form above-mentioned at the 
time of building the temple; nor doth 
ne inſtruct poſterity to adopt it. Solo- 
mon, the founder of the temple, was not 
acquainted with any. ſuch building as is 
mentioned by Apion. 
a native of Heliopolis, according to the 
information he had received from old men. 
Apion could not diſcover the country of 
Homer, though he lived comparatively in 
modern times; but he pretends to be in- 
diſputably clear with regard to Moſes, 
who flouriſhed many ages before; and this 
mere) 

I have already mentioned, that ſeveral 
hiſtorians diſagree with regard to the time 
of the Jepers, lame, and blind, being 
conducted out of Egypt by Moſes. Apion, 


ſays this happened in the firſt year of the 


| 


enjoining them to pray with their faces, 


ſcventh olympiad, in which year he aſſerts 
that Carthage was built. By mentioning 
Carthage he ſeems to expect to authenti- 
cate his computation: but had he reflected 
2 moment, he would have been convinced 
that he was giving evidence againſt him- 
ſelf; particularly if he had attended to the 
Phoenician records; for that hiſtory makes 
it plain that Hiram lived full an hundred 
and fiſty years beſore the building of Car- 
thage, as hath been already proved. Hi- 
ram had a ſingular attachment to Solomon, 


6 D and 


He ſays Moſes was 


from the information of old men, 


who affects the molt ſcrupulous exactneſs, 


its 
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Anion's falſe 
derivation of 


the word ſab- 


bath. 


A DEFENCE 


and contributed great numbers of mate- 
rials towards building the temple at Jeru- 
falem. The fact is, that it was not till 
ſix hundred and twelve years after the Jews 
left Egypt, that Solomon laid the founda- 
tions of the temple. 5 

With regard to the number of exiles, 
Apion concurs with Lyſimachus in the 
erroneous account of one hundred and ten 
thouſand. His account of the origin of 
the word Sabbath is truly ridiculous. He 
ſays, © The Jews having been fix days on 
their journey, were compelled to reſt on 


the ſeventh, being ſeized with ulcers and 


inflammations in the groin. When they 
had arrived in the country they now call 
Judea, they named their reſting-day the 
Sabbath, from the Egyptian word Sabba— 
resis, which ſignifies, The diſeaſe of the 
groin,” How ſtrange is it that any man 


could write ſuch an aggregation of non- 


ſenſe, and attempt to impoſe it on the 
world as authentic hiſtory ! He repreſents 
one hundred and ten thouſand men, all 
afflicted with the ſame diſeaſe! If theſe 
were lame and blind, as he aflerts in ano- 
ther place, how was it poſſible for ſuch a 
diſtempered multitude to proſecute their 
journey through the deſart, even for a ſin- 
gle day? How improbable is it, I repeat, 
that ſuch an immenſe number of men 
ſhould be at once ſtruck with the ſame diſ- 


order? The common courſe of nature 


could never occaſion this; and to ſay that 
it aroſe from chance would be an unpar- 
donable abſurdity. He ſays, an hundred 
and ten thouſand miſerably diſeaſed perſons 
travelled to Judea in fix days only. Can 
it be ſuppoſed poſſible for that number of 
people to have traverſed ſo immenſe a deſ- 


art in ſo ſhort a time: and is it poſſible 


they could ſubſiſt in a place affording nei- 
ther food nor. water ? His account of Moſes 
going to the ſummit of Mount Sinai, re- 
maining there forty days, and on his de- 
ſcent delivering the law to the Jews, is 
not leſs ſingular and fabulous. | 

His obſervations reſpecting the ſenſe of 
the word Sabbath, are trifling in the high- 
eſt degree. There is no affinity between 
the meaning of the words /abbo and /abta- 
tum : the former, according to his expla- 
nation, ſigniſies the Egyptian diſeaſe; by 
the latter we underſtand the day that the 


| Jews devote to reſt. This may be conſi— 


Egypt. 


dered as a fabulous appendix which Apion 
has given to the hiſtory of Moſes, and ac- 
count of the departure of the Jews fiom 
But it is not wonderful that a 
man ſhould traduce others, who contradicts 
himſelf. His birth-place was Oaſis in 
Egypt; but this he diiclaims, to be deemed 


an Alexandrian ; which proves that he had 


no veneration for the Evyptians ; and, in- 
deed, by that name he diſtinpuith?s all 
[ 
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| thoſe whom he wiſhes to calumniate: and 
for this reaſon, among others, he ſeeks to 
diſguiſe his extraction. In vilifying our 
nation, Apion ſought to gratify the Alex. 
andtians, for having granted him the free. 
dom of their city ; and though he preten. 
ded to expoſe only one deſcription of Jews, 
his rancour extends to the whole race. 


the Jews came from Syria, they took up 
their habitations upon tne coaſt, within 
reach of the tide, but not in a port where 
a veſſel could ride, Is he not deſerving 
reproach for depreciating ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a city, which he boaſted, though without 
truth, to have been the place of his nati- 
vity. The above-mentioned diſtrict is in 
the dependency of Alexandria, and univer- 
ſally admitted to be a moſt commodious 
and convenient fituation, If the Jews 
gained an eſtabliſhment there by force, 
and maintained their poſſeſſion, their con- 
duct therein merits applauſe. But the 
truth is, that the place in queſtion was 
aſſigned to the Jews by Alexander the 
great, who granted them equal privileges 
with the Macedonians. 


the ſon of Lagus, and the ſucceeding kings 
of Egypt, with the inſcriptions engtaven, 
by the order of Czfar, on the pillar at 
Alexandria, in commemoration of the pri- 
vileges granted to the Jews, he can have 
no pretention to the character of veracity, 
fince he muſt have written concerning our 
nation in direct contradiction to his know- 
ledge ; and if he have not peruſed thoſe 
memorials, he ſtands condemned of having 
undertaken an employment for which he 
was unqualified. 

The ſurpriſe this writer expreſſes on oc- 
caſion of the Jews aſſuming the names of 
Alexandrians 1s alſo a proof of his igno- 
rance. It is uſual for colonies to take the 
names of their founders, of which many 
inſtances may be produced. The Jews of 
Antioch are called Antiochians, king 
Seluces haying made their anceſtors free of 
that city; thoſe of Epheſus are denomina- 
ted Epheſians ; and the Jews of Ionia are 
called Ionians. By ancient grants they are 
intitled to theſe appellations. Favours of 
the ſame kind the Romans have granted to 
whole nations and provinces; as well as to 
individuals. . Elie how happens it, that the 
name of Romans was given to the ancient 
[bernians, Tuſcans, and Sabines? Apion 15 
unwilling to allow this priviledge to others, 
and yet claims it himſelf, By his rule, no 
man born in the interior parts of Egypt, 
ſhould aſſume the name of an Alexandrian. 

While building the city, Alexander ac- 


cepted the aſſiſtance of the Jews, not that 
c 
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Let us inquire into the nature of then., 
accuſations he maliciouſly exhibits againſt diy b 
the Alexandrian Jews. He ſays, that when dat 


It Apion have Apion n 
read the epiſtles of Alexander, Ptolemy, quiet 


wri'econe 


ing the] 


The Jews 
faroured 
Alexater 
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he was deficient of workmen, but becauſe 
he was willing to teſtify his reliance on 
their faith, integrity and honour. Hecateus 
ſays, Alexander had ſo high an opinion of 
the loyalty and moderation of the Jews, 
that he gave them Samaria, free of taxes, 
and various other gratifications. 

Ptolemy, the ſon of Lagus, ſucceeded 
Alexander, and was not leſs pleaſed with 
the Alexandrian Jews, to whoſe care he 
committed all the fortreſſes in Egypt; and 
fixed colonies of theſe people in Cyrene, 
and other cities of Lybia, for his greatet 
ſecurity. | 
9 This Ptolemy was ſucceeded by Ptolemy 
bus Philadelphus, who releaſed all the Jewiſh 
priſoners in the country, remitted their 
taxes and other debts ; and was ſo zealouſly 
inclined to be inſtructed in our laws and 
cuſtoms, and in the holy ſcriptures, that he 
employed interpreters to explain theſe mat- 
ters to him. That no time might be loft 
in ſuch a work, it was committed to the 
care of Demetrius Phalereus, who was diſ- 
tinguiſhed for his knowledge and pꝛrobity, 
and to Andreas, and Ariſteas, two captains 
of the king's guards. Now it is unreaſon- 
able to think that this veneration for the 
cuſtoms and laws of the Jews could ſubſiſt 


without a proportionable reſpect for their 
predeceſſors. But Apion muſt be unac- 

quainted with this part of hiſtory, if he did 
not know that all the Macedonian kings 
favoured the Jews. 

Ptolemy, named likewiſe Euergetes, 
having ſubdued Syria, did not worthip the 
Egyptian gods, in acknowledgement of 
his victory; but ſacrificed after the Jewiſh 
manner ; and returned thanks to God in 
the temple of Jeruſalem. 

The whole weight of the government 
was committed, by Ptolemy Philometer, 
and the queen Cleopatra, to two Jews, na- 
med Onias and Doſitheus. Apion ſeeks to 
cenſure their conduct; whereas his thanks 
were due to them for preſerving Alexan- 


of ny 
7. les. 


dria, of which he pretended to be a citizen: 


for when a rebellion prevailed in Egypt, 
and the place was nearly loſt, all was ad- 
juſted by the conduct of theſe Jews. Apion 
ſays, that ſoon after this, the place was en- 


tered by Onias, with a ſmall army; Ther- 


mus, the Roman ambaſlador, being pre- 
ſent ; but he ſays no more of this affair ; 
though the action was undoubtedly a very 
3 brave one. 
tees? Ptolemy Philometer was ſuccecded by 
dry Phi. his ſon Ptolemy Phyſcon, who marched 
n. from Cyrene, to drive Cleopatra, and the 
_ king's ſons, from Egypt, and aſſume the 
dan, government. Hereupon, Ootas made war 
n Cleopa. O Phyſcon, in favour of Cleopatra, to de- 
d dul fend th: rights of royalty at all events: 
defence. but never happened a more ſingular inſtance 
of the Divine power and juſtice than on 


Won 
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this occaſion : for Ptolemy being ready to 
engage in battle with Onias, he gave or- 
ders that the Jews of Alexandria, of both 
ſexes, and all ages, ſhould be ſtripped, 
bound, and throwh to the elephants, that 
they might be trampled to death; the beaſts 


having been previouſly intoxicated, to in- 


flame their rage: but moſt unexpectedly, A miraculous 


the elephants touched not the Jews, but Providence in 
deſtroyed numbers of the beſt friends of Jae — 
Ptolemy, to whom, at this moment ap- 

peared a horrid figure, commanding him 
to ceaſe perſecuting the Jews. Ptolemy's 
tavourite miſtreſs likewiſe ſupplicated him 
to the ſame purpoſe ; on which he was not 
only prevailed upon to comply, but repent- 
ed of all the cruelties which he had either 
perpetrated or intended. This fact is fo 
well known, that an annual feſtival in 
memory of their eſcape, is to this day kept 
by the Jews of Alexandria, yet ſuch is the 
antipathy of Apion to every thing generous, 
that he cenſures the Jews for engaging in 
this war againſt Phyſcon ; whereas he ought 
to have extolled them for the ſenſe of juſ- 
tice which animated them to that action. 

The laſt Cleopatra that reigned in Alex- 
andria is highly commended by Apion, Cleopatra, 
though it was his duty to ſtigmatize her thougb the 
memory for her lewd and licentious man- 1 
ners; her infidelity to a good huſband ; 
her ingratitude to the Jews; her treachery 
to the Romans; her cruelty in cauſing her 
ſiſter Arſinoe to be put to death in the 
temple ; her perfidious murder of her bro- 
ther ; her rifling the temples dedicated to 
the deities of her anceſtors ; violating the 
ſepulcres of her deceaſed relations ; rebel- 
ling againſt the adopted ſon and ſucceſſor 
of the firſt Cæſar, from whoſe bounty ſhe 
received her throne. The charms and fa- 
cinations of this woman rendered Antony 
a traitor to his ſriends and country : ſhe 
dethroned ſome princes, and made others 
the inſtruments of gratifying her vicious 
inclinations. . 

At the naval battle of Actium, Cleopatra 
meanly abandoned her beloved Antony, the 
father of many of her children, urging him 
to relinquiſh his command, and follow her, 
which he accordingly did, to the utter ruin 
of his martial fame. When Cæſar took 
Alexandria, ſhe was tranſported with ſuch 
mercileſs barbarity, that ſhe declared ſhe 
ſhould nut have regretted the loſs of the 

lace could the have put all the Jews to 
death with her own hands. The refuſal 
of Cleopatra to grant corn to the Jews at 
the time of a ſevere famine, cannot ſurely, 
as Apion pretends, be conſidered as a cir- | 
cumſtance diſgraceful to our people. 

In their juſtification the Jews may ap- 
peal to the reigning emperor, to the teſti- 
monials of Auguſtus Cæſar, and the decrees 
of the Roman ſenate, Hence ſufficient 


Apion cele- 
brates the laſt 


The Jews ap- 
peal to the 
Cæſars and 
the ſenate in 
their own 
juſtification, 


evidence 
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Apion aſ- 
cribes the 
ſtate factions 
to the divi- 
ſions of the 
Jews. 


the Alexandrian Jews, who came from a 


Jews in other places; fince wherever we 


A DE F-E-N-C 


evidence might be obtained of our ſteady 
faith and allegiance to the empire, and par- 
ticularly during the Egyptian war. If he 
meant to do juſtice to: the Jews, Apion 
ought to have conſulted the above autho- 
rities. In ſhort, - he ſhould have informed 
himſelf of the opinions entertained of our 
people by Alexander, the Ptolemies, and 
the moſt illuſtrious of the Roman emperors. 
It was owing to a ſeaſon of ſcarcity, and 


not to any fault of the Jews, that Germa- | 


nicus did not ſupply all the Alexandrians 
with grain. The cſteem of the emperors 
for the Alexandrian Jews was never doubt- 
ed: wheat was granted them in common 
with their neighbours; they had at all 
times ample credit, and were truſted more 
than any other people in affairs of impor- 
tance. 

Apion aſks, if the Jews are citizens of 
Alexandria, why they do not worthip in the 
ſame manner with the other inhabitants? 
On the ſame principle, we may enquire as 
to the reaſon of the difference of opinion 
on religious points among the Egyptians ; 
and alledge, that on account of thoſe diſ- 
ſentions, you are not intitled to the appel- 
lation of Egyptians. We may even pretend 
to doubt whether you are men, fince you 
breed up brutes in a manner contrary to 
the order of nature, and then make them 
the objects of your adoration. The Jews 
live in friendſhip and harmony: and is 
there reaſon for the Egyptians,{Jwho are di- 
vided into ſentiment, to be ſurprized that 


difterent country, ſhould adhere to their old 
laws, however diſſimilar to thoſe of the 
other inhabitants. 

Apion imputes all the factions in the 
ſtate to the diviſions reſpecting matters of 
religion between the Alexandrian Jews, and 
the old inhabitants. If this were true of 
the Alexandrian Jews, why not of all the 


are diſperſed, there is an uniformity in our 
conduct ? Thoſe who attend to the nature 
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by Apion as ſtrangers, though undoubtedly 

inveſted with all the rights of freemen; 
while our adverſaries pretend to. be citizens, 
| without the ſhadow of a title to ſupport 
their claim. Hiſtory does not inform us 
that the princes of ancient times, or the later 
emperors, granted freedom to the Egyp- 
tians : whereas Alexander the great was the 
firſt who beſtowed that favour on us, and 
his grants have been extended by the future 
monarchs ; and fince their time the Romans 
have continued and confirmed them. 

The Jews are likewiſe cenſured by Apion 
for not erecting ſtatues in honour of the 
emperors. Inſtead of reflecting on us, he 
ought rather to have extolled the Romans, 
for permitting their ſubjects to enjoy their 
-own religion, without demanding of them 
ſuch honours as they could not diſcharge 
conſiſtent with the rights of conſcience. 
The value of an obligation is enhanced by the 
unſolicited freedom with which it is grant- 
ed. It may be ſaid, that it is common, 
among the Greeks and other people, to 
hold in high eſtimation the pictures, or 
images of their- parents, children, ſervants, 
and even ſtrangers ; and ſhall not an equal 
degree of reſpect be paid to their ſovereigns ? 
To this I reply, that the caſe with us is dif- 
ferent, having reſpect to our venerable law- 
giver, who hath poſitively enjoined us not 
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animate, or inanimate, | 
have done with a vieiv to derogate from the 
| dignity of the Roman empire; but fingly to 
| forbid the bodily repreſentation of a God 
Inviſible and incomprehenſible. But we 


— 


next to the deity, We pray for the empe- 
rors and people of Rome; and at the pub- 
lic expence, offer daily ſacrifices for their 
. poſterity : but this we do not for any other 
people. 

I thought proper to ſay thus much re- 
ſpecting the extravagancies of Apion con- 
cerning Alexandria. I am aſtoniſhed 


—— — 


of theſe commotions, will find that they 


were excited by perſons of Apion's diſpoſi- 


tion: fince, while the Grecks and Mace- 
donians relided in this city, the Jews ex- 


erciſed their religion unmoleſted, and the 


people in general lived in harmony: where- 
as, on the increaſe of the E gyptians, the 
times grew more tumultuous. The Jews, 
in all revolutions remained the tame; while 
the others, leſs conſonant than the Mace- 
donians, leſs prudent than the Greeks, 
made all the diilurbance ; being previouſly 
irritated by the averſion they had to the 
Jews, and inſtigated by the ill example of 
the Egyptians. Theſe people, I ſay, were 
the authors of our confuſion ; and we are 
blamed for the crime of the very perſons 
who accuſe us. We are likewiſe treated 


at the preſumption of Poſidonius and 


for the work, and who charge us with 


other people. 1 forbear to remark on the 
fabulous accounts propagated on this ſub- 
jcct, which are intended to ridicule our 
temple. A wilſul falſhood, on any ccca- 
ſion is an attrocious crime: but the offence 
is aggravated when it tends to ſcandalize a 
temple univerſally celebrated for the purity 
and regularity of the religion therein fo- 
leinnized. 


Apion ſays, „In this temple was the 
head of an aſs wrought in gold, of im- 
menſe value, which was worſhipped by the 
Jews, being a: deity correſponding with 
their religion: it was lodged in the treaſury, 
and when the place was rifled, it was ie 
\ rie 


to uſe images of the likeneſs of any thing, The ſexs 
This he could not commande 


not to mai 
uſe of :ma 


are not forbid a veneration for good men, 


| Apolonius Molon, who furniſhed materials 


worthipping gods different from thoſe of 


A ſenſeleſs 
ſtory of 
the golden 
head of all 


als. 


weting in 
imple art, 


ig I. 
away by Antiochus 


1 This is 
an impious falſity; for though Jeruſalem 
and the temple have fallen into the power 
of our enemies, our people have never de- 
generated into idolatrous worſhip. 

In plundering the temple, Antiochus 
acted not as an open enemy, but as a con- 


f cealed and traiterous friend, who being in 


want of money, ſupplied himſelf by rob- 
bery. A number of hiſtorians concur in 
doing juſtice to our cauſe, as Polybius, 
Strabo, Nicolaus, Timagenes, Caſtor, and 
Apollodorus, who agree that, urged by his 
neceſſities, Antiochus violated his faith 
with the Jews, and deſpoiled their temple 
of gold and ſilver to a vaſt amount. Theſe 
circumſtances would have been conſidered 
by Apion, had he not been as ſtupid as an 
aſs, and as impudent as a dog, which ani- 
mals are worſhiped by the Egyptians, as 
well as aſps and crocodiles. So far from 
having any veneration for aſſes, we look 
upon them as other people of ſenſe do, 
employing them in laborious offices: but if 
they diſobey us, or tread down our corn, 
we punith them with ſtripes. 

Apion's ſtories are invented with ſo little 
and ſo unconnected, that they have 


e not gained ſufficient credit to operate to our 
= n- diſadvantage : but the moſt extraordinary of 


wad 2 them is a malicious forgery which he has 
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borrowed from the Greeks. ** Upon en- 
tering the temple, Antiochus perceived a 
man in bed, with a table before him, ſpread 
with the rareſt produce of the land and ſea. 
Having proſtrated himſelf before the king, 
the man was directed to explain the cauſe 
of his preſent extraordinary ſituation, when 
he ſpoke to the following effect: 

« am a native of Greece, and being 


_ wandering through this country in ſearch of 


ſubſiſtence, I was ſuddenly ſiezed by ſtrang- 
ers, who conveyed me hither, and confined 
me, with orders that no one ſhould viſit 
me. At firſt I was not diſpleaſed with the 
elegance of my entertainment; but on re- 
flection J grew uneaſy; and prevailed on 
ſome of my keepers to aſſign the cauſe of 


fuch treatment; and their anſwer was, 


that on a certain day, annually, it was the 
cuſtom of the Jews, to fieze on a Grecian 
ſtranger, whom they fed luxuriouſly for one 


compleat year, and then took him into the| 


woods and ſacrificed him agreeable to their 
own forms ; that each taſted of his blood, and 
ſwore utter enmity to the Greeks, living and 
dying ; and then threw the mangled carcaſe 
into a ditch.” This man ſaid farther to 
Antiochus. My time wants but few 
days of being expired; deliver me then 
from the barbarity of the Jews, by the 
veneration you hold for tae gods worſhip- 
ped by the Grecians. 

Thus ſhameleſs was the invention of 
this ſtory ; but it does not in the leaſt ac- 
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quit Antiochus of the ſacrilege, as thoſe 
who contrived it would wiſh to-infinuate : 
for Antiochus did not enter the temple on 
account of the Greek; but found him there 
unexpectedly: His conduct was founded 
in wickedneſs, and is not juſtifiable. on any 
principle whatever: Our laws differ more 
from thoſe of the Egygtians, and other 
countries, than from the Greeks : but there 
is no country through which people of all 
religions do not paſs at times: It ſeems 
{trange, then, that this ridiculous barbarity 
ſhould be exerciſed on the Greeks alone: 
nor is it poſſible that all the Jews could 


aſſiſt in the ſolemnization of ſuch a ſacri- 


fice: even according to Apion's account, 
their numbers were too great to have each 
taſted of the miſerable wretch. We are 
not told the name of this unfortunate Greek ; 
nor did Antiochus ſend him back with ho- 
nour into his own country ; which would 
have became his character as a pious prince, 
and the father of his people, and excited 
the indignation of the public againſt the 
cruelty of the Jews. 

But arguments are loſt on fools ; ocular 


demonſtration can alone convince them. 


Every man who has ſeen our temple, can 
witneſs to the rigid rules by which it was 
kept pure and undefiled. 

To render the Jews contemptible, A 
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ion Another ridi- 


gives the following abſurd account, which — 


he ſays is taken from the Grecian writmgs. 
The Jews and Idumeans being engaged 
in an obſtinate war, a man named Zabidus, 
revolted to the Jews from a city of Idumea, 
where Apollo, the God of the Dorians, 
was worſhipped, promiſing to give them 
poſſeſſion of the deity, if the whole body of 
the Jews would aſſemble in the temple. 
He then placed himſelf in a wooden ma- 
chine, and having fixed upon it three rows 
of lights, it had the reſemblance of a comet 
upon the ground. While the Jews were 
gazing in admiration at a diſtance, Zabidus 
contrived to get into the temple, and ſeize 
the golden aſs, which he conveyed to Dora. 
This tale is equally impudent and ridicu- 
lous. Apion is accuſtomed to mention 
places that have no exiſtence. He is a 
ſtranger to the country of Idumea, which 
contains not ſuch a city as Dora. In the 
neighbourhood of Mouut Carmel, in Phœ- 
nicia, is a city called Dora; but this is not 
the place mentioned by Apion. 


What Apion fays of the oath taken by apion's 


the Jews is equally falſe. He pretends that forgery of 


we ſwear by our maker, never to do good *? Of 


to ſtrangers, particularly the Greeks. The 
Jews and Greeks were ſituated at ſo great a 
diſtance from each other, that it is not pro- 
bable any enmity could ſubſiſt between 
them. On the contrary, many of the Greeks 
embraced the Jewiſh religion, in which 
numbers of them perſevered, though others 

6 E 5 returned 
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returned to their former profeſſion. The 
vath Apion ſays was taken by our people, 
never exiſted but in his own wild and ex- 
travagant imagination. | 
Apion argues againſt the juſtneſs of our 
laws; our mode of worſhip, and the truth 
of bur religion; that we are reduced to 
a ſtate of ſervitude and oppreſſion ; that 
our city, formerly free and powerful, 1s 
now under ſubjection to the Romans. I 
would aſk what people are able to contend 
with the Roman power : who but Apion 
would argue as if dominion were entailed ; 
Government and ſubjection are alternate. 
The Egyptians alone pretend to be free from 
obedience to the governors of Europe and 
Aſia; and this is founded on the gratitude 
of the ſtrange gods, who fled to their 
country for ſanctuary, and aſſumed the 
ſhape of beaſts. How ridiculous this, from 
a people who have been always flaves at 
home or abroad. The Egyptians have 
frequently ſubmitted to the Perſians, who 
have razed their cities, plundered their tem- 
ples, deſtroyed their idol gods, and ridi- 
culed their religion. I would not write in 
Apion's manner, reproaching 'people for 
their misfortunes. The Lacedemonians 
were always brave, and the Athenians diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their piety; yet neither va- 
lour nor religion could protect them from 
the viciſſitudes of war. Cræſus, one of the 
beſt of kings, was deplorably miſerable ; 
even the tower of Athens, the temples 


of Epheſus and Delphi, and many other 


diſtiaguithed places have been laid in aſhes : 
but the crime of deeds like theſe reſts with 
thoſe who commit, not with thoſe who 


ſuffer them. 


Apion has diſcovered a new mode of 
crimination, without recollecting how far 
Egypt might be concerned : but he was at 
this time ſo vain of Seſoſtris being king of 
Egypt, that he ſcarcely knew what he wrote. 
If the Jews were diſpoſed to vanity, they 
might boaſt of their kings, David and So- 
lomon, and recite the hiſtory of princes 
and nations ſubdued by their valour. But 
let us adhere to our ſubject. The Egyp- 
tians were originally ſlaves to the Perſians, 
and other princes of Aſia, and then to the 
Macedonians. At this time the Jews lived 
in freedom, and commanded the adjacent 
Cities, during one hundred and twenty years, 
even to the time of Pompey the great. At 
length, when the Romans had ſubdued the 


| ſeveral kings they contended with, the 


treated our anceſtors as friends and allies, 
in conſideration of their fidelity and courage: 
but Apion pretends to be unacquainted with 


theſe circumſtances, though they are ſo well 


The calum- 


known. 
This writer inſinuates that we. are an 


vies of Apion obſcure and ignorant people.“ The Jews 


expoſed. 


(ſays he) have no men among them diſtin- 


E OF TH E 


| guiſhed by arts, ſciences, or the wiſdom 
requiſite for political government, like So- 
crates, Zeno, Cleanthes, and others.“ 


eminence, and congratulates Alexandria on 
poſſeſſing ſo reſpectable a citizen. But 
Apion's character is ſo notorious for his 
impure life, that Alexandria ie by no means 
to be envied the having ſo illuſtrious a free. 
man: With regard to the conteſt between 


of learning, the reader may be ſatisfied by 
conſulting our antiquities. Reſpecting the 
ſcandal yet unanſwered, we refer to Apion's 
writings, which actually accuſe the other 
Egyptians and himſelf. 


cuſtom of ſacrificing beaſts, and abſtainin 

from the fleſh of ſwine, and makes the ce. 
remony of circumciſion the ſubject of ridi- 
cule. Beaſts are ſlaughtered by the reſt of 
mankind, as well as by the Jews. His 
objection to our ſacrifices proves him to be 


practice in that reſpecl, fince they offer 
whole hecatombs to their gods. 


the prieſts, who are directed by a tradition 
form their ancient kings to worſhip the 


of wiſdom. Theſe prieſts are circumciſed, 
abſtain from Swine's fleſh, and join not in 
ſacrifice with the other Agyptians. Thus 
inſtead of gratifying the Egyptians by tra- 
ducing our people, Apion has rather made 
them the object of his reproach, by indiſ- 
creetly levelling againſt them an accuſation 
of practiſing the ceremonies which he cen- 
ſures in the Jews. I conſider Apion to 
have been juſtly puniſhed for cranforeſſing 
the laws of his country. Being adviſed to 
undergo circumciſion, he conſented ; and 


cruciating torments. May the miſerable 
neglecting the ſtudy and practice of virtue, 
and employing their talents in depriciating 
the merits of the people. 
Since Apollonius, Molon, Lyſimachus, 
and other writers have reflected upon Moles, 
repreſenting him as a magician and an im- 
poſter, and deſcribing his laws as of a per- 
nicious tendency, it may not be here im- 
proper to ſpeak in vindication of the pre- 
cepts of our admirable legiſlator. 
Apollonius does not, like Apion, traduce 
us in a regular diſcourſe: but he ſeeks every 
occaſion to miſrepreſent us, at one time he 
declares us to be athieſts; he then accuſes 
us of cowardice; and the next charge is, 


that we are preſumptious, and more igno- 
rant 


(Book 


Apion even mentions himſelf as a man of 


the two nations, which poſſeſſes moſt men 


He pretends to be greatly offended at our 


an Egyptian; for neither a Greek nor a 
Macedonian would have condemned our. 


Were Apion to be aſked which claſs of ne * | 
the Egyptians he conceived to comprehend of the E 
the wiſeſt men, he would doubtleſs name Pic 


Gods, and apply themſelves to the ſtudy 


"> «4 in Themiſer? 
the wound becoming ulcerated, he died in e . 


conſequence thereof, under the moſt ex- Apion 


fate of this man caution others againſt 


Moſes defeat 


ed again! 
Apollonias 
and othets. 


T I 
rant than the moſt illiterate Barbarians : :i 
adding that the Jews never were diſtinguiſh- 
ed as the authors of any invention that could 
operate to the benefit of mankind. Theſe 
calumnies will be at once refuted by a re- 
troſpect to the laws by which we are go- 
verned, and by enquiring into the degree 
of regularity with which we conform to 
thoſe laws. Being compelled, in vindica- 
tion of ourſelves, to expoſe the iraperfec- | 
tions of other political inſtitutions, thoſe 
who have provoked us to make the diſa- 
greeable compariſon, muſt remain ſatisfied, 
under the odium that our defence makes 
it neceſſary. | 

In this caſe are two material points of 
conſideration. The firſt is, whether our 
laws have a ſalutary tendency ; and the ſe- 
cond, whether we ſtrictly conform to thoſe 
laws. The former fact we can eſtabliſh by 
extracts from our legiſlative inſtitutions ; 
and the other is ſo obvious as not to admit 
of a doubt. 


But let us conſider this matter further. 


their benevolence, firſt framed our laws for 
the promotion of good order, are worthier 
characters than thoſe who live in defiance 
of all order ; though they boaſt of their 
antiquity; and are ambitious of teaching 
others how to act, rather than imitate the 
ood actions of others. 

It is the duty of the law-giver to enact 
ſuch regulations as may tend to the promo- 
tion of the public welfare, and the people 
are bound to adhere to thoſe precepts, in 
defiance of all dangers and other diſcourage- 
ments. 5 
In point of antiquity our lawsgiver has 
an indiſputed precedence to all others: for 
Lycurgus, Solon, Zaleucus of Locris, and 
the other diſt inguiſhed Greeks ſo boaſted of, 
are mere moderns in reſpect to Moſes. In 
ancient times the name of law was unheard 
wo of, and even Homer wanted a word by 
knening Which to expreſs it. In thoſe times the 
n. people were not governed by any written 
law, but by the fole command of kings, 
who iſſued their orders as exigencies re - 
quired, Even his enemies grant the pre- 
cedence to our law-giver, who gave won- 
derful proofs of his abilities in council and 
in the executive government. He firſt 
compoſed a body of laws admirably calcu- 
ated for the regulation of ſociety ; and then 
prevailed on the people to accept, and de- 
clare they would pay obedience to them. 
But the actions of this man are the beſt teſt 
of his merit. 
When many thouſands of our anceſtors 
marched out of Egypt, to the land which 
God had allotted them, through a ſandy 


ly attacked by enemies, againſt whom they 
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| would have tyrannized; or acted licenti- 


It is indiſputeable that thoſe who, Rong | 


have recourſe in all our diſtreſſes; he hears 


deſart deſtitute of water, and were frequent- |: 
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milies, our great law-giver was their guide 
through every difficulty; acting at once as 
a general; a councellor, and protector. His 
modeſty was ſo ſingular, that though the 
whole multitude were abſolutely at his 
command, he never made the leaſt unrea- 
ſonable uſe of the power that was veſted 
in him; and in inſtances where others 


ouſly, Moſes made a point of walking in 
the fear of God, and by his example en- 
couraged others in acts of piety and moral 
honeſty, as moſt conducive to their welfare : 
and he alſo improved every occurrence to 
their advantage. n * 
In all things Moſes followed the com- 
mands of God, aſſured that he was then 
acting right; and he laboured to promote 
the ſame conduct in others. Nothing is ſo 
effectual a check to irregular actions, as the 
conſideration that we are perpetually obſer- 
ved by an all- ſeeing God. Our law-giver 
was not a magician, as he hath been repre- 
ſented ; but rather reſembled the character 
of Minos, and others who are ſaid to have 
been among the Greeks. Some aſcribe the 
origin of the Greek laws to Jupiter, others 
to Apollo, or the Delphian oracle. Whe- 
ther the authors of theſe accounts credited 
them is doubtful : but which code of laws 
hath the ſuperiority will be beſt aſcertained 
by a compariſon. My: 

Moſes deſcribes the Jewiſh government 
to be a divine commonwealth, of which 
the Almighty being the head, he is to be 
worſhipped as the diſpenſer of all good, and 
the fountain of all authority. To Him we 


our prayers, and knows our moſt ſecret 
thoughts. Moſes delivers the doctrine of 
one God uncreated, eternal, immutable, 
infinitely glorious, and only comprehenſible 
through the medium of his own wonderful 
works. This doctrine does not ill correſ- 
pond with what the more celebrated of the 
Grecian philoſophers have revealed by the 
mere light of nature ; for they are almoſt 
unanimouſly of opinion, as to the maje 
and tranſcendent excellency of the Creator. 
Pythagorus, Anexagorus, Plato, and the The opinions 
ſtoics, have nearly the ſame ſentiments on of eo 
this ſubject. Our law-giver is diſtinguiſhed ran ed 
for making his precepts the rule of his con- 
duct, which has confirmed the preſent age, 
and will eſtabliſh poſterity in a belief of the 
truths he has delivered. He pronounced 
the worſhip of God to be only one part of 
the duty of a good man ; and that the other 
parts conſiſted in fortitude, juſtice, and 
univerſal benevolence; and all his laws 
were calculated to promote the happineſs 
and welfare of mankind. 

The inhabitants of Lacedemon and Crete The Jews 
were inſtructed in morality, though not ducated in 


were obliged to defend themſelves and fa- 


4 religion and 
regularly: but the Athenians and moſt ity, 


other 


\ 
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other Greeks had laws adapted to all occa- 
ſions, though they frequently paid too lit- 
tle reſpect to them: We conſider a tranſ- 
greſſion of the law as an unpardonable 
fault: and that we may not offend through 
ignorance, we are ſtrictly enjoined to aſ- 
ſemble on the Sabbath, in order to hear 
the law read, that it may be indelibly im- 
preſſed upon our memories. This rule is 
not eſtabliſhed by any other law-givers. | 

Our intimate acquaintance with the law 
is the ſource ot our unanimity 1n ſentiment : 
we entertain the ſame ideas of the Al- 
mighty : our mode of worſhip, our lives, 
and manners are the ſame. Thus we difter 
from every other people who entertain va- 
rious opinions of the ſame God. This 1s 
not only the caſe with the . vulgar, who 
talk at random, but even with the philo- 


A 


ſophers, ſome of whom deny the divinity 


of God, and others his providence, by the 
inſinuation of the equality of all men who 
ſhould poſſeſs all things in common. On 


the contrary, we ſay that all things are 
directed by God, and that our whole lives 


ſhould bedevoted to his fervice ;and evenour 


wivesand c hildren are of the ſame ſentime 

1 would now advert to the reflection, 
that we are void of induſtry and genius in 
arts or letters ; whereas men of ſpirit refine 
on the cuſtom of their anceſtors. We make 
it a point of conſcience to adhere in all 
things to the eſtabliſhments of ancient 
times, thinking their antiquity a mark of 
their virtue, and that neither time nor ar- 


guments will deſtroy them. "Thoſe who 


Quali fi a- 
einos for the 
preiſthood. 


believe the divine authority of our laws, 
will think themſelves bound to hold them 
ſacred. Who ſhall preſume to remove the 
foundations laid by God, or attempt to 
amend them by an intermixture of the laws 
of other governments? Can any conſtitu- 
tion be ſo firm, as that of which the King 


of kings hath been the author? Our prieſts 
qualified for their reſpective ſervices, 


are 
and are all ſubject to the power of the 


high-prieſt. Our law-giver did not pro- 


mote them to gratify their ambition, or ad- 


vance their intereſt, but becauſe they have 
given proof of their piety, wiſdom, and 


temperance; and the care of religion and 
God's worſhip is committed to them. They 
are judges in perſonal diſputes, and have 
power to puniſh the aggreſſor. What form 
of government can be more venerable than 


ours? How can we honour the Deity more 


than by devoting our lives to his ſervice, 
under the direction of his prieſts? The 
ſolemn dignity of our devotion makes every 
day appear a feſtival. Other people are fa- 


tigued by the celebration of their ſacrifices 


but for a few days; yet we are ſtill happy 
in the performance of our duties though 10 


many ages have elapſed ſince their firſt in- 


ſtitution. 


authority of the prieſt. 


is averſe to all profuſion. 


worldly poſſeſſions; for thoſe bleſſings the 


henſibly excellent in all its attributes, and 


the effect of his will, and the creatures of 


OI 

One of the moſt ackhowledged precepts 
of our rel gion is, that God is all in all; 
ſelf-fufficient, happy, perfect; the begin- 
ning, midſt, and end of all things ; that all 
his works are glorious : that his power and 
greatneſs are equally obvious and incom- 
prehenſible; that man can neither expreſs 
or conceive any thing to reſemble the divine 
Majeſty. We hold him to be incompre- 


that, being a ſpirit, he is invinſible. But 
we are permitted to contemplate him in his 
works ; as in the light, the heavens, earth, 
ſun, moon, rivers, fea, animals, plants, 
and his other wonderful works. | 

All theſe were created by God, without 
labour, and without aſſiſtance. They are 


his word, which gave birth to all things, 
and he pronounced them good. 

It appears to us, that as there is but one Obe Gn, 
God and one world, there ſhould be but er fs, 
one temple, for the deity delights in order temple 
and unanimity. Daily devotations are offered 
in this temple by the prieſt; the chief of 
whom performs the ſacrifices, orders due 
obedience to the laws, hears cauſes, and pu- 
niſhes the violators of the law. We hold 
that appealing from the judgment of God 
is not more criminal than diſputing the 


When we eat the fleſh of ſacrifices, we Abi af 
are careful not to indulge in gluttony ; con- bea a 
ſidering that God approves temperance, and Nia. 
The firſt prayer 
the prieſt offers is for the general welfare of 
mankind ; then each man, as a part. of the 
whole, prays for himſelf; for we believe 
mutual charity and affection to be highly 
acceptable to God. In our prayers we are 


forbid to aſk for wealth, honours, or other 


Almighty is pleaſed to beſtow in common 
upon mankind ; but we are to petition for 
the grace rightly to uſe what we poſſeſs. 
Certain forms are preſcribed reſpecting the 
purification of women, and limitations and Of mar- 
reſtrictions are provided in a variety of other "28% 
caſes. Marriages muſt be celebrated with 
the conſent of the parents of the contracting 
parties, without fraud or compulſion. The 
attempt to gratify unnatural propenſities is 
puniſhed with death. 

Our law declares that a woman ſhall in 11 ..., 
all things be ſubject to her huſband ; but puritedsi 
it is not hence to be inferred, that the man det. 
will be juſtifiable in treating her with cruel- 
ty, his ſuperiority being given only for the 
preſervation of domeſtic harmony and de- 
corum. Adultery in either ſex is puniſhed 
with death, and the man who ſeduces a 
betrothed virgin, or the mother of children, 
is alſo liable to be condemned to die. After 


an intercourſe between the ſexes, the parties 
are deemed unclean; and the woman is 
commanded 
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commanded to waſh herſelf with purifying 
water, provided for ſuch occaſions; for in 
this caſe, we conſider a very intimate com- 
munication to ſubſiſt between the ſoul and 
body. 
Our law diſapproves of feaſting on occa- 
ſion of the birth of children, leſt intem- 
erance ſhould enſue. Children are to be 
inſtructed in a knowledge of the law, and of 
hiſtory, and to be ſtimulated to the imi- 
tation of great examples. 3 
Immoderate expence is not allowed to be 
incurred in funeral ceremonies, or monu- 
ments: but the domeſtics of the deceaſed 
are to perform the office of interment with 
decency. The generality of people are 
permitted to lament over the dead, but 
thoſe of the family, being deemed unclean, 


are to remain at a diſtance ; and after the 


funeral, the houſe is to be purified. In 
caſes of wilful murder, or chance medley, 
the law decrees puniſhment proportioned 
to the degree of criminality. 

A veneration of the Almighty is our 
firſt, and a reverence towards our parents 
our ſecond duty; and the diſobedient are 
to be ſtoned to death. Young people are 
to pay reſpect to their elders. There muſt 
be no concealment among friends; but 
they are to live in mutual confidence; and 
when friendſhip is diſſolved, former ſecrets 
muſt not be revealed. A judge who accepts 
a bribe is to be puniſhed with death. All 
people are prohibited from invading the 
property of their neighbours, and from 
lending money upon uſury. | 

We afford friendly and generous recep- 
tion to people of all nations who agree 
with us in the common principles of life 
and manners, Thoſe, indeed, who come 
to us without intention of joining with us, 
are not permitted to attend our ſolemnities : 
but we are commanded to do them good 


offices ; to ſupply them with food, fire, 


and water; to give them good advice, and 
decently to bury their dead. Theſe we 
conſider as duties of mere humanity. 

Our law-giver likewiſe directs modera- 
tion to be obſerved towards our enemies ; 
and enjoins us to be charitable to priſoners ; 
particularly women. He would not per- 
mit ſtripping the bodies of thoſe who fell 
in battle. So great was his zeal for the 
encouragement of benevolence, that he 
recommended the practice of it towards 
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many caſes death follows the crime, as in 


adultery, rape, and unnatural practices, in 
which both parties are doomed to ſuffer: and 
the puniſhment extends to bond and free, and 
to all ranks of life. Our weights and mea- 
ſures are regulated by law, which forbids 


frauds in our dealings, or that we appro- 


priate another man's goods to our uſe: 


Perſons thus offending are more ſeverely 


puniſhed by our laws than by others. ; 
Thoſe who blaſpheme their God, or re- 


vile their parents, are doomed to inſtant 
people expect not, for their 


death. Our 
obedience to theſe laws, the rewards of 


gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, or worldly ho- 


nours ; but the ſilent approbation of a good 


conſcience, and the perfect hope of endleſs 


happineſs; of which our law-giver has 
affured us, and which God has promiſed 
to thoſe who obey his laws : ind in this 
confidence they conſider death itſelf only 
as a paſſage from this world to a better. 

I ſhould have ſcrupled urging thus much, 


if the facts had not been as clear as the ſun, 


as appears by the hiſtory of our anceſtors, 
who bore the moſt exquiſite torments with- 


out murmur, rather than ſpeak a word to 


the diſcredit of their profeſſion. But let us 
ſuppoſe that the Jews had been a people 


never heard of, and that there were no 


witneſſes of the veneration they had con- 
ſtantly maintained for their laws. What 


idea would the Grecians form, if any one 


ſhould recite to them a ſtory of a flrange 


people in an unknown land, who had ſo 


ſtrictly adhered to the laws and religion of 
their anceſtors, through ſuch a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of ages. Would not a people fo 


unſettled in themſelves be aſtoniſhed at the 


recital. | | 
How much are modern writers, who 
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treat of government, ridiculed for their jg E 


ſuppoſed impracticable ſchemes ? Plato, cotempories - 


the Greek philoſopher, and a man diſtin- 
guiſhed by his wiſdom and piety, is ridi- 


culed on a public theatre, for what they 
call his abſurb notions of government: yet 
his writings, on a careful peruſal, will be 
found conſiſtent with the laws of nature 


and reaſon, Plato ſays, It is unſafe for 
a wiſe man to declare his opinion concern- 
ing the Almighty, leſt he ſhould be ridi- 
culed by the vulgar. The Greeks ſays that 
Plato writes too vainly and licentiouſly, 


pronouncing Lycurgus to be a perfect le- Lyeurgus 


the irrational creation, allowing no other 
power over them than for. abſolute uſe. 
We are commanded to ſpare domeſtic ani- 


giſlator, and on account of their antiquity, 1 
they hold his inſtitutions in great reverence. gꝑiver by the 


If it be admitted that laws derive merit Greeks. 


mals; and with regard to others, not to 
deſtroy the dam and young together. We 
are likewiſe to forbear deſtroying beaſts of 
labour, 8 

Such were the conſtitutions of our law- 
giver, to promote the cauſe of humanity, 
and ſeverely to puniſh tcanſgreſfors. In 


from this antiquity, the Lacedemoniang 
can have no ground to contend with us, 
ſince our claim is of more than two thou- 
(and years ſtanding. | 

The reverence of the Macedonians for 
their laws continued no longer than while 
theſe people were in a ſtate of freedom : 


6 F when 


| 
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when they were abandoned by fortune, 
they abandoned their laws. But even when 
reduced to the utmoſt extremities in Aſia, 
the Jews ſteadily adhered to the cuſtoms of 
their anceſtors. A flight compariſon will | 
rove that the Lacedemonians were not 
expoſed to ſuch ſevere duties as the Jews. 
The former lived in the city at eaſe, all | 
the neceſſaries and conveniences of life be- 
ing provided for them. Their principal 
duty was in occaſionally making attacks 
upon public enemies; and in that ſervice 
they failed, their people frequently deſert- 
ing in great numbers. This cannot be ſaid 
of the Jews. I recolle& not more than 
two or three of our people, having aban- 
doned their cauſe from the fear of death. 
I mean not the death of a ſoldier in the 
field of battle, but a death of exquiſite 
torment. To this diſtreſs numbers of our 
people have been expoſed : not, accordiig 
to my firm belief, from a principle of ma- 
lice, but in order to prove their heroiſm. 


Moſes allow- Our law-giver would not permit any | 


ed not repu-kind of indignity to be offered to the re- 
be ken of Puted Gods of other nations. The wiſe 
irceverently, MEN among the Greeks cenſure their po- 
ets and law givers for inculcating the im- 
lous doctrine of a plurality of Gods. 
When the old deities were out of faſhion, 
their places were ſupplied with new ones ; 
various alterations have been introduced in 
their mode of worſhip; and when one 
temple has decayed, another has been rai— 
ſed with the old materials, according to the 
model ſuggeſted by the humour of the 
times. But in the worſhip of the Almigh- 
ty no variation ſhould be admitted. 

Thoſe among the Greeks who are inti- 
tled to the appellation of philoſophers 
know what I have ſaid to be true; they 
entertain the ſame ideas of God that we do, 
and have the ſame contempt for ſuperſti- 
tious fables, Plato was right in refuſing 

Poets admittance into his common- wealth, 

from whence he excludes even Homes, 

though he aſcribes great honour to him on 

the ſcore of bis ſplendid talents. Thus 

was he careful that the true religion ſhould 

not be contaminated by an intermixture 

In his com. With the fabulous. In the model of his 
mon wealth Common- wealth, Plato approaches nearer 
Tots fs lometo the example of Moſes than any other 

gree re- "+ RIO 7. 2 

ſcmbles man; for he enjoins his ſubjects to ſtudy 
Moſe:, the laws, to impreſs them upon their me- 
mories, and not to intermix with ſtrangers. 

This ſeems not to be recollected by Molon, 

when ne attacks the jews for not commu- 

nicating with peopleof a different perſuaſion. 


— 


* As there were two Attick talents, which was 
here meant is not certain: the leſs weighed fifty 
ſeven pounds, ſeven penny weights and twelve grains, 
and its value in filver an ounted to one hundred e- 
venty-one pounds one ſhilling and tenpence halfpcn- 
ny, and in gold to tro thouſand ſeven hundred 
thirty ſeven pounds ten ſhillings. The greater weigh» 


| 


| pital puniſhment was denounced againſt 


The Lacedemonians refuſed to admit +, 
ſtrangers among them, nor would they aue 
allow their citizens to travel into other mit wi 
countries, leſt their principles ſhould be“ 
contaminated by evil example. So far are 
the Jews from acting thus rigorouſly, that, 
though they do not intrude into the con. 
cerus of other people, they in a friendly 
manner receive all perſons who are willin 
to join them, which is a proof of the ge. 
nerolity of their temper. 

The Athenians boait of admitting ſtrang. .,, 
ers: but of this Apollonius ſeems not to 9 
have been appriſed. So zealous were the ſtraten 
Athenians for the honour of their Gods, de 
that one irreverant word applied to them ſpeik yi 
was deemed a capital offence. Sacrotes "ry 
torfeited his life for having made new oaths, 
which he pretended to have been ſuggeſted 
to him by a divine ſpirit. Whether he 
made this aſſertion in jeſt or in earntſt, is 
{till unknown: but certain it is, that on 
this accuſation he was condemned to die by 
poiſon, and ſuffered accordingly. He was 
alſo charged with inſpiring the people with 
falſe ideas of the religion and laws of their 
country, 

Anaxagoras, the Clazomenian, was put 
to death for declaring that the ſun, which 
the Athenians worſhipped as a god, was 
but a red-hot ſtone, Diogorus, the Melian, 
having ridiculed their religion, proclama- 
tion was made, offering a talent“ for his 
head. The ſame meaſure would have 
been taken with regard to Protagoras, had 
he not made his eſcape. He was charged 

with being author of a production wherein 
doubts are expreſſed as to the cxiſtence of 
the A henian gods. But it is not (urpriting 
that men ſhould thus be treated, fince equal 
bartarity was exerciſed upon the other ſex. 
A prieiteis was put to death upon being ac- 
cuted of worthipping ſtrange gods; and ca- 


ber ſons who introduced a new religion, 
Even the Scythians, who are a barbarous ' ans 
and ſavage people, are yet fo cautious of ans. 
keeping the myſteries of their religion ſa- deut 
cred, that they put Anacharſis to death 3 
tor ſpeaking too reipeRtully of the Grecian 
gods: and we are told of ſeveral perions 
who were executed upon a ſimilar account. 
Now Apolloaius was a warm friend of the 
laws of the Perlians, and admired them 
as well as the Greeks, for their confiſt- 
ency of worſhip. He not only thought 
well of, but partly imitated thete peo] le, 
by abuſing the wives of other men, and 
putting out their children's eyes. 


mc — 


ed ſeventy-ſix pounds ten penny-weights, and its va- 
lue in filver amounted to two hundred etwenty-cight 
pounds two ſhillings and fixpence, and in gold to 
three thouiand fix hundred and fifty pounds ot 
Engliſh money. I ſhould think it moſt probable 
that the grrater ſilver talent is here to be un-cr- 


ſtood. The 
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laws, that chey cannot be tempted by fear, 
emolument, power, or any other conſidera- 
tion, to deſert their duty. We do not 
willingly encounter hazards but in ſupport 
and protection of our lawful rights. We 
have patiently ſubmitted to all other out- 
rages; but the violation of our laws moſt 
ſenſibly affects us, and has made us in the 
higheſt degree daring and obſtinate. Way 
ſhould we envy the laws of other nations, 
when thoſe who have founded abandon 
them? How will the Lacedemonians ex- 
cuſe their want of hoſpitality, and their 
cuſtom of cohabiting without marriage ? 
The inhabitants of Elis and Thebes are 
abandoned to unnatural luſts to fuch a de- 

ree, that cuſtom hath almoſt made them 
EY This vice has likewiſe prevailed 
among the Grecks, till it has been attri- 
buted to their gods, who are ſaid to have 


nſtan® 
TI Ga 


lan with their own fiſters, and then com- 


pounded for the offence. 


Time is the teſt of excellence, and an- 


tiquity the beſt proot of the goodneis of a 
law. Here we reſt the argument, for 
the credit of our law-giver, and his laws 
reſpecting the worſhip of God. No one 
will deny that Moles was, by ſeveral ages, 
the earlieſt law-giver ; all nations have imi- 
tated them in ſome degeee. I admit that 
the ancient Greeks had ſeparate laws; but 
their philoſophers had the tame ideas of God 
that we have, and advanced the ſame doc- 
trines for the conduct of life. 

The piety and regular government of 


Intins 


the the Jews are ſo well eſtabliſhed, that there 
, more iS 
15 


ſcarce any nation, that has not in ſome 
degree followed their example, either in 
obſerving our ſabbath; in faſts; in the uſe 
of lamps; in abſtaining from particular 
food; in the exerciſe of humany ; in ſocia! 
ſentiments ; in induſtry, or in reſolution to 
{uffer for the truth. - 

But the moſt extraordinary circumſtance 
remains unnoticed ; which is, that ou; 
code of laws ſhould have ſuch an univerſal 

influence on the minds of men. Whoever 
takes a view of his own country or family 
Will ſee the force of this remark. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWE 
FThe Jews are fo ſtrict in obſerving their 


ber of eminent perſons who have reve- 
irenced them, muſt engage our regard, Of 
this I have ſpoke more fully in my Anti- 
quities; but am impelled to make this 
obſervation in ſupport of the truth agaiaſt 
detraction. 

But to conclude, I think I have made 
good my promiſe ; having fully proved the 
antiquity of our people, and quoted many 
reſpectable authorities that ſpeak highly of 
us in their annals. It has been aſſerted, that 
our anceſtors came originally from Egypt: 
this I have diſproved. It has been like- 
wiſe ſaid, that we were expelled Egypt on 
account of contagious diſeaſes, I have 
made it appear that our anceſtors valiantly 
fought through their enemies to their own 
country. Some writers have repreſented 
Moſes as a man of the moſt immoral charac- 
ter, which is contrary to the united teſtimo- 
nies of a ſucceſſion of ages to his credit. 

All who underſtand our laws, are con- 
vinced that they are unexceptionably ex- 
cellent. They are inimical to vice, extra- 
vagance, and faction: they tend to promote 
peace, juſtice, induſtry, and benevolence ; 
they forbid war from motives of ambition 
or avarice, and diſcountenance returning evil 
for evil; they admoniſh men to act with 
intrepidity in defence of their common 
rights; to guard againſt deception by falſe 
pretences, and to practice virtue rather than 
make a parade of it by words. 


to be unequalled; ſince they are admirably 
adapted to promote rightoulneſs; unani- laws. 
mity in proſperity ; friendſhip in adverſity; 
bravery in war; an unremitting application 
to arts and huſbandry in peace; and a firm 
confidence, that we are conſtantly ſuper- 
intended by an incomparably excellent and 
omnicient Being. 

Had our laws been elſewhere written, 


| or depoſited in other hands, before be- 


ing tranſmitted to us, we ſhould unqueſ- 
tionably have been willing to acknow- 
ledge great obligation to thoſe who had 
preſerved them: but as they never were 
otherwiſe diſpoſed of, and as we have 
made them the invariable rule of our con- 


Upon the whole, I may affirm our Jaws The deſign 
and intent of 
the Jewiſh 


Now would any one but an enemy ad- 
viſe us to change our old laws for new, 
and thole leſs valuable? It not, all reproach 
ought to ceaſe. We have no enmity to 


duct, I bid defiance to Apion, Molon, and The Jews 

| | make their 
all other writers of the ſame claſs, being laws the rule 
happy in the opportunity of making this of their lives 


appeal to the generous minded Epaphro- d manners. 


any man; but ſpeak reverently of our pro- 
phet, convinced that God ſpeaks to us 
through him. But ſuppoſe we were not 
enough acquainted with our laws to eſteem 
them on their own account; yet the num- 


ditus, and other liberal enquirers into the 
authenticity of our hiſtory, whoſe ſatis- 
faction was the principal motive inducing 
me to write this DEFENCE OF THE AN- 
TIQUITIES OF THE JEWISH NATION, 
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CHAPTER I. 


Antiochus Fpiphanes conquers Feruſalem, and aboliſhes the wor ſhip of God. Bacchides ſlain 
Judas reſtores the religigus rites. 


. killed by the fall of an Elephant. Fudas ſlain at Adaſa. 


by Matthias. 


See Antiqui- $$ Ntiochus Epiphanes and Pto- 


ties, lib. 12. 


N 15 F War reſpecting the right to the 
19. SO kingdom of Syria. The prin- 


Antiochus 
takes Jeruſa- 


| lem, 


temple of its dedications and 
wealth, and for the ſpace of three years and 


A lemy the fixth engaged in a 


cipal people among the Jews were divided 
into factions, ſome eſpouſing the cauſe of 
one, and ſome that of the other ſovereign. 
The party to which Onias, one of the high- 
prieſts, had attached himſelf proving moſt 
powerful, they compelled the ſons of To- 
bias to abandon the city of Jeruſalem. They 
repaired to Antiochus, entreating him to 
make an incurſion into Judea, offering to 
become his guides, and otherwiſe to aſſiſt 
him to the extent of their power. He had 
entertained an anxious delire to engage in 
this enterprize, and therefore but little 
perſuaſion was neceſſary to obtain his con- 
ſent. He entered Judea with a formidable 
army, reduced Jeruſalem by ſtorm, and 
put to death a vaſt number of perſons who 
were ſuppoſed to be attached to the intereſt 
of Ptolemy. He allowed his troops the 
benefit of the plunder, deſpoiled the holy 


immenſe 


an half cauſed the daily ſacrifices and pray- 
ers to the Almighty, and every religious 
ceremony, to be entirely ſuppreſſed. Onias, 
the high-prieſt, fled to Ptolemy, who 
granted him permiſſion to erect a temple 
adjacent to the city of Heliopolis, formed 
after the model of that at Jeruſalem. 

The remembrance of the difficulties he 
had encountered ducing the fiege, inſpired 
Antiochus with the moſt implacable ran- 


* 


became, at length, ſo intolerable that ſome 


| 


— 


The death of Antiochus. 


Eleazar 


cour towards the Jews. He iſſued a pro- 
clamation prohibiting them from circum- 
ciſing their children, and commanded that 
no victims ſhould be ſacrificed upon the 
altar except ſwine, the facrifice of 
which animals is expreſſly forbidden by 
our law. Theſe outrageous proceedings 
were held in the utmoſt abhorrence, but 
thoſe who expreſſed the leaſt diſſatisfaction 
were immediately put death. At this pe- 
riod Bacchides held the command of Judea 
under Antiochus : he was a man perfectly 
qualified to execute the mercileſs orders of 
the tyrant, being naturally of a ferocious, 
cruel, and unrelenting diſpoſition. The 
inſolence of this man was ſo great that he 
conſtantly treated perſons of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed rank with the higheſt indignity. 
In ſhort, every day preſented a repreſen- 
tation of the horrors that prevailed at that 
fatal time when Jeruſalem was vanquiſhed. 

The outrageons behaviour of Bacchides 


of the injured parties concerted meaſures 
for revenge. One of the prieſts, named 
Matthias, who was an inhabitant of Modin, 
and the fon of Aſmoneus, being attended 
by his five ſons, and a company of his 
domeſtics, all armed with poniards, went * 
in ſearch of Bacchides, whom he put 5 era 
death ; immediately after which he retreat- Matthias. 
ed to the mountains, in order to avoid the 

fury of the garriſons eſtabliſhed by Antio- 
chus. Being ſoon joined by great numbers 

of people, he ventured into the plains, and 
engaged the enemy, whom he 1 

an 


x 1) 


and drove out of Judea. This enterprize 
obtained him ſo high a veneration among 
the people, that in gratitude for their de- 
liverance, they elected him their general. 
Upon his death, Matthias bequeathed his 
authority to Judas, his eldeſt ſon. 
Judas, apprehending that Antiochus 
would endeavour to revenge the injuries he 
had ſuſtaincd, collected a powerful army of 
his countrymen, and coutracted a league 
of amity with the Romans. Antiochus 
again led his army into Judea, where he 
was again repuiſed by Judas, who having 
aſſaulted the gariifon, compelled the troops 
to abandon the upper city, otherwiſe called 
the holy place, after which they ſought 
refuge in the lower town. Having gained 


poſſeſſion of the temple, Judas purified 
every part of the building, ſurrounded it 
with a wall, ſupplied it with the ſeveral 
kinds of veſſels, and utenfils neceſſary to the 
religious folemnities, in the room of thoſe 
which were det med polluted, and cauſed 
an altar to be erefted, whereon ſacrifices 
were offered to the Almighty. 
ibn At this time Antiochus died, and was 
þ,wd his ſucceeded by his ſon, who bore the ſame 
Meds NAINC: With au a my of fifty thonſand 
in, foot, near five thouland horſe, and ei, aty 
elephants, he mad an 1nvurfion into Judea, 
by the way of te mountains. After he 
had corquered the town of Bethſura, hc 
engaged ſudes in a narrow. paſs in the 
place called teir-zacharias. Previous to 
the batiic, Elezzar, the brother of Judas, 
oblerving an elepiiant 1 tie adverſe army 
conſiderably talle i an the reſt, gorgeoufl 
ornamentsd Wit golden trappings, An. 
bearing a caitle upon his back, concludec 
that Antiochus muſt be the rider; and 
therefore he fierccly preſſed upon the enc- 
my, and made his way to the elephant, 
when finding the perſon he had miſtake; 


ſtabbed the creature in tne belly, upon 
Which the unwieldy animal fell, and 
cruſhed Eleazar to death. Judas interpret- 
14 ed the unhappy fate of his brother into 
Wim ele. a Prognoſtic that the enemy would prove 
' victorious. The armies meeting, the Jews 
maintained the battle a long time with 
ſurpriſing bravery: but after great numbers 

of them had been ſlain, Judas retreated 

* with the remainder into the toparchy of 
Gophnis. Antiochus marched to Jeruta- 
lem, but after continuing there a few days, 
retired, on account of a ſcarcity of provi- 
ſions, leaving a ſufficient garriſon there, 


Lazar 


and ordering the reſt of his army to take up 


their winter quarters in Syria. 

Availing himſelf of the abſence of An- 
tiochus, Judas aſſembled ſuch of his troops 
as had eſcaped in the late encounter, to- 
gether with many other of his countrymen, 
at a place called Adaſa, and gave battle 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 


to ſome of the adherents to Antiochns. In 
this action he greatly ſignali zed himſelf by 
his {kill and reſolution: but being oppreſſed L 
by numbers, he was ſlain. Soon after this Judas flainb 
event, John, the brother of Judas, was de- {2*,172,P* © 
coyed into an ambuſh, and put to death by 

the friends of Antiochus. 


CHAP. it. 


Jonathan put to death by Tryphon. Simon 
murdered by Ptolemy, who alſo puts the 
mother and brothers of Hyrcanus to death. 
Antiochus lays fiege to Feruſjalem. Sebaſte 
deſtroyed, and the inhavitants put to d:ath 
by Ariſtobulus and Autigonus. 


PON the deceaſe of Judas, his brother 


Jonathan ſucceeded to the dignity of Ant. I. 13, e' 
prince of the Jews. He conducted himſclf 1% 5,16, 
with great circumſpe&ion and prudence 17, 18. 
towards the people under his government. 

He confirmed himſelf in his authority, and 

added ſtrength to his intereſt, by forming 


an alliance with the Romans, and effecting 


| a reconciliation with the ſon of Antiochus : 


but the ſtrict propriety of his conduct was 
not ſuiicient to inſare his ſafety, Tryphon, 
the preceptor of young Antiochus, treache- 
roaſly concerted meaiures for the deſtruc- Jonathan be: 
tion of Jonathan; and upon his arrival at ed by 
Ptol-mais, in order to join Antiochus, he 
ſerzed the opportunity of making him 
priſoner by ſurprize ; after which he march- 
ed his forces to attack Judea : but the ty= 
rant was effectually repulſed by Simon, the 
brother of Jonathan, which circumſtance 
{ highly exaſperated him, that he returned 
and ſacrificed the life of Jonathan to his 
evenge. | 

Simon was naturally diſpoſed to activity 
and reſolution ; he ſubdued Gazara, Joppa, 
and Jamnia, and laid Accaron in ruins : he 
then joined Antiochus in oppoſing Try phon; 


and previous to his expedition to Media, 
for Antiochus to be beyond his reach, he 


Antiochus beſigged Dora. So extreme was 
the avarice and ingratitude of Antiochus, 
that, notwithſtanding Simon had rendered 
him a very conſiderable ſervice by aſſiſting 
in effecting the death of Tryphon, he ſoon 
after that circumſtance diſpatched an army 
under the command of Cendebeus, in order 
to ravage the country of judea, and make 
Simon a priſoner, Though he had arrived 
to an advanced age, Simon maintained the 
war with as much ſpirtt, reſolution, and 
vigilance as he could have ſhewn in the 
prime of life. Having diſpatched his ſons 
and his beſt troops, he led the reſt of his 
torces by a different rout ; he planted am- 
buſhes in divers parts of the mountains; 
and at length he gained a compleat victory. . 
After this event he was appointed to the thios Cen- 
pontifical dignity. Thus Simon delivered debeus, and 
his country, after it had been for the 4e ers Je- 
ſpace of an hundred and ſeventy years 


——— 


ſubject to the Macedonians. 
6864 


After 


Try phon, and 
put to death. 


4.98 HAST WRT 


Simon mur- fter rendering the moſt eminen li 
dared ub the Afte ndert 8 m t pub 1C 


treac ery of {ervices, Simon was murdered at an enter- 
Pt. lemy his ta ument by Ptolemy, his ſon-in-law, who, 
ſon-tn-law, he f - cauſed hi F\ d 
at the ſame time, cauled his wife and two 
of his ſons to be made priſoners, and diſ- 
patched a party of ruff »ns to deſtroy John, 
the third ſon, who was alſo called Hyrcanus. 


Being informed ot the deſign againſt his life, |; 


the young man eſcaped to Jcruſal m, where 
he found a gieat number of people ſtrongly 
attiched to his intereft, partly from a ve- 
neration to the m mory of his d ceaſed 


father, and partly on account of their ab- 
horrence of Ptolemy. 


mittance into the city, Ptolemy marched 


to the caltle of Dagon beyond Jericho. 


Being, declared the ſucceſſor of his father, 
in the pontifical dignity, Hyrcanus offered 
ſacrifice and performed other ſacredot ] 


Ikyreanus 
ſucceeds hrs 
tather in the 
pontiſicate. 


functions, after which he laid ſiege to the 


caſtle into which Ptolemy had retreated, | 
with a view of reſtoring his mother and 
brothers to liberty, . 
Perceiving the advantage that Hyrcanus 
was likely to obtain, Ptolemy cauſed his 
mother and brothers to be expoſed on the 
battlements, threatening that they ſhould 
be caſt down from the walls, if the fiege 
was not inſtantly raiſed, at the fame time 
cauſing them to be puniſhed with blows, 
Urged by motives of compaſſion, Hyr- 
canus drew off his forces: but his mo- 
ther cxhorted him to perlevere in the 
ficye, regaidlets of the ſufferings ſhe endured, 
or the death with which the was threaten- 
ed, ſaying, that ſhe would reſign her life 
with pleaſure, if that could prove a means 
of vengrance being executed upon the 
inhuman tyrant. Ihe arguments made 
uſe of, and the fortituce diſplayed by his 
mother animated Hvrcanus to continue 
the ſiege ; but obſerving that as he pro- 


ſecuted the aſſault, the cruelty to his mo-. 


ther was increated, his reſolution abated, 
and his mind was engroſſed by ſentiments 
of grief and filial tendernefs. On this 


account he protracted the ſiege till the 
ſabbatical year, every ſeventh year, like| 


every ſcventh day, being pronounced a 
time of reſt by the Jewiſh laws. Know- 
ing. the aſſault could be no longer con- 
tinued, Ptolemy put the mother and bro- 


thers to death, and fled for refuge to 


Philadelphia, which was then under the 
government of Zeno, alſo named Co- 
tylas. 

In revenge for having been ſubdued by 
the deceaſed dimon, Antiochus beſieged 
his ſon Hyrcanus in Jeruſalem. Being thus 
diſtreſſed, Hyrcanus opened the ſepulchre 
of David, the richeſt ſovereign that had 
been known, and thence took upwards of 
three thouſand talents, of which he paid 
to Antiochus three hundred, on condition 


Antiochus 
lays ſiege to 
jerutalem, 


Being reſuſed ad- 


| 


ö 


of his raiſing the ſiege, engaging for a fur- 
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Hyrcanus was the firſt prince of the Jews 


| 
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(Cup. 
ther ſum to be delivered at a future period, 


who employed foreign ſoldiers. Havin 
raiſed the ſiege of Jeruſalem, Antiochus 
marched towards Media, | 

Upon learning that the towns of Syria 
were in a detencele(s ſtate, Hyrcanus led 
his forces into that country, and gained 
poſſeſſion of Medaba, Samea, * Sichem, 
Gazitim, and other places. He alto con- 
quered the Chuthites, who inhabited a 
country wherein a celebrated temple, built 
after the model of that at Jeruſalem, was 
ſituated. In Idumea he ſubdued Dorion, ＋ 
Mariſſa, and ſeveral other towns. 

After theſe exploits, Hyrcanus went to 
Simeria, a City built by Herod, and now 
called Scbaſte, and having environed the 
place with his troops, appointed his ſong 
\riſtobulus and Antigonus to proſecute the 
ſiege, which they continued till the people 
were reduced to the extremity of ſubſiſting 
upon food that was not proper for human 
creatures, Thus diſtreſſed, the inhabitants 
ſupplicated the aſſiſtance of Antiochus, 
otherwiſe named AipendiusF, who readi! 
confented to their, requeſt ; but he was 
entirely ſubdued by the brothers, who pur- 
ſued him as far as Scythopolis, where he 
eſcaped their vigilance. Ariſtobulus and 8 
Antigonus returned to the ſiege of Samaria, lee by | 
reduced the city to ruins, and made pri- Arittbulu 
{oners of the inhabitants. All the under- = ang 
takings of the brothers ſucceeded to the | 
extent of their warmeſt hopes; and, leſt 
the ardour of their troops might ſubſide, 
they marched directly to the other fide of 
Scythopolis, where they ſhared between 
them the lands in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Carmel. 


CHAP: III. 
Ariſtobulus ſucceeds Hyrcanus. Ariſtobulus 


impriſons his mother, and denies her fod, 
in conſequence of which ſhe dies. He puts 
his brother to death. He dies of a jud:- 
cial illneſs. After being declared king, 
Alexander is vanquiſhed by Theoaore. 
Alexander ſubdues Raphia, Gaza, and 
Anthedon. He conquers the Galaadites 
and Moabites, and deſtroys Amathus, He 
i defeated by Obodas, king of the Ara- 
bians. An engagement between Alexander 
and Demetrius. Eight hundred prifoners 
crucified as a, ſpectacle. 


EING envious of the proſperity of 
Hyrcanus and his ſons, the neigh gee Ant. 1. 
bouring princes engaged in a conſpiracy lll. ci 
againſt them : but Hyrcanus proved vic- 2 — 
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tial pomp from the camp of Jeruſalem, and, 
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After having enjoyed the government 
thirty-three years, he died, leaving five 
ſons. He was diſtinguiſhed in a manner 
almoſt peculiar to himſelf; being at the 
ſame time prince of the Jews, poſſeſſed of 
the pontifical dignity; and favoured by the 
Almighty with the gift of prophecy. He 

redicted that the government of his two 
eldeſt ſons would be of ſhort duration. 
The conduct of Hyrcanus was ſo happily 
regulated as entirely to eſcape cenſure, and 
he was univerſally eſteemed a man of pro- 
bity and virtue. 

Ariſtobulus, the eldeſt ſon of Hyrcanus, 
altered the form of government from a 
principality to a monarchy. This event 
took place four hundred and eighty-one 
years and three months ſubſequent to the 
time when the Jews were delivered from 
captivity in Babylon. So particular a re- 
gard had Ariſtobulus towards his brother 
Antigonus, that he beſtowed upon him a 
joint thare of the royal authority ; but he 
impriſoned his mother and his other bro- 
thers. The mother made ſome pretenſions 
to the government, aſſerting that Hyrcanus 
had bequeathed to her the regency ; and 
on this circumſtance was founded the cru- 
elty of Ariſtobulus, which he purſued to 
the laſt extreme, by ſtarving her to death 
in her confinement. In compliance with 
the wiſhes of a faction who had propagated 
divers ſlanders for effecting the ruin of the 
youth, he put his favourite brother Anti- 
gonus to death. 

During the feaſt of the tabernacles, Ariſ- 
tobulus was attacked by fickneſs; and at 
this time Antigonus returned in great mar- 


intending to do honour to his brother, was 
cloathed with unuſual magnificence, and 
attended by a number of armed men : thus 
he proceeded towards the temple, with a 
deſign of ſupplicating Heaven for the re- 
covery of the king. Availing themſelves of 
this opportunity for effecting his ruin, his 
enemies repreſented to Ariſtobulus, that 


they were greatly alarmed by the return of 


Antigonus 1n all the ſplendour of royalty, 
he being attended by a numerous body of 
ſoldiers under arms : adding, that they were 
unable to deduce any other concluſion from 
his conduct, than that being diſſatisfied 
with a part of the government, he was de- 
termined to poſſeſs himſelf of the whole. 
Though the king at firſt rejected the 
calumaies againſt his brother, he was, at 
length, prevailed upon to give them credit, 
and then reſolved to provide for his ſafety, 
without betraying any ſymptoms of jealouſy 
or ſuſpicion. He ordered his guards to ſta- 
tion themſelves in a dark ſubterraneous 
paſſage, and that if Antigonus ſhould come 


WAR OF T HE JEWS. 
korious, and paſſed the remainder of his; 
days in proſperity and happineſs, 


that way unarmed, they ſhould permit him 
to paſs unmoleſted, but on the contrary; 
if he ſhould be provided for defence, that 
they ſhould put him to death: He then 
diſpatcheda meſſage to his brother, requeſt- 


come unarmed. But the queen and the 
other enemies of Antigonus prevailed upon 
the meſſenger to ſay, that the king was 
defirous of ſeeing him equipped in a ſuit of 
armour of moſt exquifite workmanſhip, 
which he had brought from Galilee. 
Willing to comply with the ſuppoſed re- 
quelt of his brother, the prince accoutred 
himſelf in arms, and as he was paſſing a- 


diers ſtationed there. 


It will here be proper to introduce a re- A predi gion 
markable occurrence that is related of an? 


Eſſene, named Judas, He was a man 


highly celebrated for his knowledge of 
future events; and his predictions had 


— I 


been conſtantly verified with ſo much ex- 
actneſs that he was neyer accuſed of either 
wiltul deception or caſual error. Upon 
obſerving Antigonus enter the temple, Ju- 
das, addreſſing himſelf to his diſciples, ex- 
claimed, The Lord protect us! My 
death would now be welcome, 
ſhould we deſire longer to live, ſince we 
have ſurvived even truth itſelf? I have 
made a falſe prediction; for Antigonus, 
whom I declared ſhould be this day ſlain 
at Straton's tower, 1s ſtill living ; the ſpot 
where the fatal ſcene was to have taken 
place, is at the diſtance of ſix hundred 
ſtandia from hence; and we are are now 
in the fourth hour of the day.” The ve- 
nerable man now ſeriouſly ruminated on 
the circumſtance, and his countenance 
ſufticiently expreſſed the painful ſtate of 
his mind : but while he was muſing, in- 
telligence was brought that Antigonus had 
been ſlain in a ſubterranean paſſage, which, 
as well as a place of Cæſarea upon the ſea- 
coaſt, bore the name of Straton's tower: 
Thus was the prediction verified; the 
prophet being led into an error by the ſame 
name being given to two places. 

'The ſhocking cruelty had been no ſoon= 
er perpetrated than the diſeaſe with which 


Ariſtobulus was afflicted was increaſed to 


ſo terrible a degree, by the ſevere upbraid- 
ings 'of his conſcience, that his intrails 
came out, and he vomited great quantities 
of blood. The domeſtics who removed 
the blood, caſt it, by a ſingular providence, 
upon the exact ſpot where Antigonus had 


been ſlain, and where the ſtains of his 


blood were ſtill to be perceived. The 
ſpectators imagined this to be the effect of 
deſign, and intended as an oblation to the 


manes of the deceaſed prince, and fo loud- 


ly expreſſed their ſurpriſe as to be overheard 


by 


ing to ſee him, and deſiring that he would 


long the dark paſſage already mentianed, Antigonus 
he was ſeized and put to death by the ſol- A Tas, 


Judas, an 


Why 
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by the king, who inſtantly enquired as to 
the cauſe of what he had heard: but as he 
became anxious to be informed of the mat- 
ter, the others were more deſirous of ſup- 
preſſing it. However, by the force of threats 
and entreaties, he at length prevailed: but 


his deſire was no ſooner complied with, than 


ſhedding abundance of tears and deeply 


ſighing, he exclaimed, ** Could I hope | 


that my iniquities would efcape the know - 
ledge of the all-ſeeing God: or that my 
enormous crimes would not provoke the 
Divine vengeance ? How long, alas! thou 
moſt miſerable body, wilt thou confine my 
ſoul from rendering juſtice to a mother and 
a brother, both cruelly murdered ? Inſtead 
of loſing my blood thus drop by drop, why 
do I not yield it up all at once? But I am 
condemned to be the ſport of fortune, and 


to expire in the moſt excruciating agonies.“ 


Having delivered theſe words, he expired, 
after a reign of only one year. 


Upon the deceaſe of Ariſtobulus, the 


queen, his widow, reſtored the brothers to 
liberty; and ſhe advanced Alexander, the 
eldeſt of them, to the regal dignity. He 
was eſteemed a man of moderation and juſ- 
tice: but when he had obtained the poſſeſ- 
ſion of power, he put to death one of his 
brothers, who had aſpired to rival him in 
the ſovereignty. The others he did not at- 
tempt to moleſt, as they coniented to live 


in a private ſtation. 


After Ptolemy Lathur, king of Egypt, 
had taken Aſochis, Alexander gave him bat- 
tle, and made a great ſlaughter in his army; 
but the engagement terminated in favour of 
the former. Cleopatra having compelled 
her ſon to go into Egypt, Alexander beſieged 
and ſubdued Gadara; he alſo took Amathus, 
by much the ſtrongeſt caſtle beyond the 
Jordan, wherein Theodore, the ſon of Ze- 
no, had depoſited his moſt valuable trea- 
ſure., But Theodore attacked him by ſur- 
priſe, and gained a complete victory, nearly 
twenty thouſand of the Jews being ſlain in 
the encounter. The conqueror recovered 
the property that had been ſeized, and made 
booty of Alexander's baggage. After rein- 


| forcing his army, Alexander removed the 


ſeat of war to the ſea coaſt, and ſubdued 
Raphia, Gaza and Anthedon. The latter 
place was aſterwards named Agrippias by 
Herod. 

During the celebration of a ſolemn feſti- 
val, the Jews revolted againſt Alexander, 
which induced him to employ foreign mer- 


cenaries. He took Piſidians and Cicilians | 


into his pay, but rejected the Syrians, 
knowing their implacable enmity towards 
the Jews. He marched againſt the inſur- 
gents, and put upwards of fix thouſand of 
them to death. He then declared war 
againſt Obodas, king of Arabia, and having 
vanquiſhed and impoſed tributes upon the 
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Galaadites and Moabites, he returned to the 
ſiege of Amathus. The fame of Alexan. 
ders victories ſtruck Theodore with ſuch 
terror, that he abandoned the place ; 


reduced it to ruins, 

Alexander's next expedition was againſt 
Obodas, king of Arabia, who had en. 
camped a part of his army in the province 
of Gaulon, a place advantageouſly ſituated 
for ambuſcades, In this place Alexander 
was attacked by ſurpriſe, and driven into 


a deep valley, where the camels of the 


enemy cruſhed great numbers of his peo- 
ple to death, and his army was entire] 
ruined. With the utmoſt difficulty, Alex. 
ander eſcaped to Jeruſalem ; but on ac- 
count of his late defeat, he found his ene. 
mies {till more violently exaſperated againſt 
him. He wes driven to great extremities 
by frequent inſurrections among his ſub- 
jects, over whom he had the advantage in 
every encounter, and in the ſpace of fix 
years, he put no leſs than fifty thouſand 
Jews to death. | 
Conſidering that his conqueſts over his 
ſubjects muſt materially weaken his power, 
Alexander became extremely unhappy ; and 
inſtead of employing the force of arms, he 
reſolved upon endeavouring to reduce them 
to obedience by argument and perſuaſion. 
But this change of conduct ſerved but to 
increaſe the popular diflatisfattion ; and 
upon his aſking the people, by what means 
he could conciliate their friendſhip, they 
replied, that were he to ſacrifice his life to 
their reſentment, they could ſcarcely par- 
don him for thoſe actions that had involved 
them in the utmoſt diſtreſs. 


Sichem. The force of the Jews conſiſted 
of three thouſand cavalry, and forty thou- 
land infantry: and this formidable army 
Alexander oppoſed with only one thouſand 
horſe, fix thouſand mercenary foot, and 
about ten thouſand Jews who fill main- 
tained their allegiance. Demetrius endea— 
voured to induce Alexander's mercenarics to 
deſert and join him; and Alexander was 
equally ſolicitous to gain over the Jews in 
the army of Demetrius ; but neither party 
was able to prevail; and an engagement 
enſued, which ended in the defeat of Alex- 
ander, but it muſt be acknowledged, that 
his mercenaries fought with aſtoniſhing 
bravery. The event of this victory, how- 
ever, was contrary to the expectations of 
both the kings; for fix thouſand of the 
Jews who had fought againft Alexander, 
being now moved to compaſſionate his fuf- 
ferings, fled to, and joined their king, in 
the mountains, whither he had retreated 
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the other, finding it in a defenceleſs ſtate, wutel 0 
Obods,, 


The Jews now requeſted the afliſtance of peneuia 
Demetrius Eucerus ; and this king by in- afits th 
tereſted views, was induced to join them l 
| with his army in the neighbourhood of 
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for refuge. Demetrius apprehending that 
the reſt of the Jews in his army might fol- 
low the example of thoſe who had deſerted, 
abandoned all thoughts of continuing the 
war, and drew off his forces. But the reſt 
of the Jews {till continued to proſecute the 
war againſt Alexander, till great numbers 
were lain, and the reſt driven into Bemezel®, 
which- place Alexander conquered, and then 
carried them priſoners to Jeruſalem. 

We ſhall now proceed to ſhew what ex- 
ceſs of paſſion people may be hurried into 
when they ceaſe to make the principles of 
piety, honour, and virtue, the rule of their 
conduct. Alexander gave an entertainment 
to his concubines; and on this occaſion he 
cauſed eight hundred priſoners to be cruci- 


the preſence of 


the debauch this horrid ſcene was preſented 
for the diverſion of the women: but fo 
ſhocked were the inhabitants of the city at 
this execrable barbarity, that, on the fol- 
lowing night, eight thouſand of them de- 
ſerted their country ; nor did they return till 
after the death of Alexander. 


"CHAP. IV. 


Antiochus ſlain, and his army routed by Are- 
tas, who is declared king of Cæle-Syria. 
Alexander dies, bequeathing the regency 
to his wife. Hyrcanus appointed high- 
prieſt. The influence of the Phariſees over 
the queen. Hyrcanus ſucceeds Alexandra in 
the government. An engagement between 
the brothers. Their reconciliation. 


NTIOCHUS, otherwiſe Dionyſius, 

the brother of Demetrius, and the 
laſt of the line of Seleucus, having ſubdued 
the Arabians, Alexander became apprehen- 
five that he might attempt the conqueſt of 
his kingdom allo ; and, therefore, he cauſed 
a deep ditch to be formed, witha wall of 


_ conſiderable height before it, extending from 


the mountains near Antipatris to the boun- 


daries of Joppa. 
fortified, filled up the ditch, and led his 


army againſt the Arabians, determining 


in the rites and cuſtoms of the 


But Antiochus burnt the 
wooden towers with which the wall was 


THE JEWS. 


| purſuit. Many of the ſurvivors retreated 
to Cana, where the greateſt part of them 
periſhed through a deficiency of the neceſ- 


ſaries of life. | 
The averſion of the people of Damaſcus 


towards Ptolemy, the fon of Menneus, - 


induced them to form an alliance with 
Aretas, whom they declared king of Cœle- 
Syria. Aretas invaded Judea, and gained 
a victory over Alexander; but a treaty be- 
ing concluded between them, he drew off 
his forces. ; 
Having - ſubdued Pella, Alexander pro- 
ceeded to the ſiege of Geraſa, which place 
he conquered, notwithſtanding it was for- 
tified by a tripple circumvallation. By this 
exploit he gained poſſeſſion of the great 
reaſure which Theodore had depoſited in 
the town. He then demoliſhed Gaulon, 
Seleucia, and a city called Antiochus's 
Pharanx, beſides. the ſtrong caſtle of Ga- 
mara, where he made priſoner of Deme- 
trius, the govenor, who was a man of 
depraved and abandoned principles. After 
employing three years in divers achieve- 
ments, Alexander returned to Jeruſalem, 
where he was received with every poſſible 
demonſtration of joy. Being attacked with 
a quartan ague, and conceiving that buſi- 
nels and activity might conduce to a reſtora- 
tion of health, he engaged in another war; 
but his ſtrength and ſpirits being exhauſted 
by exceſſive fatigue, he died in the twenty- 
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ſeventh year of his reign, bequeathing the Alexander 


government to his wife Alexandra, 
Alexandra was particularly converſant 
Jews. 
Their qualities, and her pious diſpoſition, 
ſecured her from the diſadvantages ſhe 


would otherwiſe have laboured under on 


account of her ſex. She had by Alexander 
two ſons, named Hyrcanus and Ariſtobu- 
lus. On account of his ſeniority, ſhe ap- 
pointed the former to the pontifical dignity 
and as he was of an inactive and tractable 


| temper, ſhe imagined that, without danger 


to herſelf, ſhe might advance him to the 
throne ; but the younger brother being of 
an enterprizing turn of. mind, ſhe deem- 
ed it prudent to keep him in a private 
ſtation. | 


dies, 


to ſeize ſome future opportunity of avenging 
himſelf upon Alexander for having oppoſed 
his defigns. 


The Phariſees highly valued themſelves 


on the reputation of being more pious than Alezandrages 
yerned by the 


Wochu 


Upon the approach of Antiochus, Aretas, 
king of the Arabians, ſtationed his troops in 
ſeveral places of ſtrength, and attacked the 
enemy by ſurprize, with an army of ten 
thouſand cavalry, when he deemed his ſitua- 
tion to be perfectly ſecure. The engage- 
ment was maintained with great obſtinacy 


„end his On both ſides ; but upon Antiochus being 
Willy flain, his ſoldiers fled, and vaſt numbers 


of them were deſtroyed in the battle and the 
In the Antiq. Bethoma. I. XIII. c. 22. 
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other people. The queen was ſo rigid in 
her religious principles as almoſt to incur 
the ſuſpicion of bigotry and ſuperſtition ; 
and ſhe entertained an high veneration to 
the Phariſees, on account of the reputed 


ſanctity of their lives. By a plauſibility of 


conduct they fo far inſinuated themſelves 
into the favour of the queen, as to engroſs 
all the powers of government: they pro- 
moted and perſecuted, impriſoned and reſ- 
tored to freedom, ſuch of the people as 


chey thought proper; they ſecured to 
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themſelves 


Phariſees. 
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themſelves all lucrative commiſſions, and 
diſtinguiſhed employments, leaving the 
queen to provide for the expences, and 
encounter the cares and difficulties of go- 
vernment. Alexandra was deeply {killed 
in the arts of government, and ſhe had 
abilities equal to the greateſt undertakings: 
ſhe augmented the militia to the full com- 
pliment ; kept two armies of regular troops, 
and had a conſiderable body of foreign 
auxiliaries in conſtant pay: by theſe means 
ſhe was 
to the the neighbouring ſtates. But ſtill 
Alexandra yielded an implicit obedience to 
the will of the Phariſees. | 

A man of diſtinction, named Diogenes, 
who had been the particular friend of the 
deceaſed king, the Phariſees cauſed to be 
put to death, on an accuſation of having 
been concerned in procuring the death of 
the eight hundred Jews, who were cruci- 
fied, as we have before mentioned ; and 
they urged the queen to pardon no man 
who had adviſed or countenanced that 
abominable cruel at. Their influence 
was ſo great that ſhe complied with their 
requeſt : and under the pretext of juſtice, 
they wrought the deſtruction of every per- 


| ſon who was ſo unfortunate as to incur 


Ariftobulus 
allumes the 
80 Eero ment. 


their difpleaſure. 
ranny to ſuch exceſs, that many perſons of 
diſtinguiſhed rank, judging their ſituation 
to be extremely dangerous, applied to Ariſ- 
tobulus for protection: he expoſtulated 
with his mother, and prevailed in behalf 
of theſe perſons, and like wiſe obtained a 
grant that baniſhment only ſhould in fu- 
ture be the puniſhment of thoſe ſuſpected 
of guilt. 
upon the pretext that Ptolemy was con- 
tinually annoying the city of Damaſcus, 
ſent an army thither, which aſſaulted and 
conquered the place. Tigranes, king of 
Armenia, having beſieged Cleopatra in 
Ptolemais, Alexandra made him frequent 
and conſiderable preſents, and urged him 
to comply with terms of accommodation : 
but upoa receiving intelligence that Lucul- 
lus had entered Armenia with an army of 
Romans, he abandoned the fiege, and led 
his forces to protect his own dominions. 
Alexandra being. ſoon afterwards at- 
tacked by a dangerous illneſs, Ariſtobulus, 
the younger ſon, attended by a numerous 


company of his domeſtics, who were in 


the vigour of youth, and firmly attached to 
their leader, and other perſons, who eſ- 
pouſed his cauſe, gained poſſeſſion of the 


caſtles, whence he ſeized the money therein 


depoſited, which enabled him to engage 
the aſſiſtance of a body of mercenary troops; 


and he then arrogated to himſelf the regal 


dignity. Hereupon, Hyrcaaus complained 
to his mother, who, to puniſh the uſurper, 
cauſed his wife and ſons to be impriſoned 


| Pa. 


owerful at home, and formidable 


They carried their ty- 


About this period, Alexandra, | 


| was ſtill continued between the brothers; 


[Book 
in the caſtle ſituated on the north ſide of 
the temple, and formerly called Baris, by; 
during the government of Antony, named 
Antonia, as Sebaſte and Agrippias derj. 
ved their names from Auguſtus and Aprip. 
The illneſs with which the queen 

was afflicted, put a period to her life, after 
ſhe had reigned nine years, and deprived 
her of the opportunity of protecting Hyr- 
canus againſt the ambitious views of Arif. 
tobulus. | 

The queen bequeathed all her wealth g. 
and poſſeſſions to Hyrcanus, and confirmed fey 
his right to the ſovereignty: The conteſt Aw 


but Ariſtobulus had greatly the advantage, 
both 1n point of intereſt and power. They 
came to an engagement near Jericho, 
when the greateſt part of the army of 


Hyrcanus deſerted to Ariſtobulus. With 
great difficulty Hyrcanus and the remainder 
of his people eſcaped to Antonia, where 
they had good hoſtages for their ſecurity 
in the perſons of the wife and ſons of 
Ariſtobulus, who were confined in tha: 
place. At length, the brothers came to an 
accommodation, the terms of which were, 
that Hyrcanus ſhould reſign the regency 
to Atiſtobulus, who was to allow him 
the privileges, honours and dignity to 
which he had a right in virtue of his rela- 
tionſhip to the king. This agreement was 
ratified in the temple, in preſence of the 
people. Ariſtobulus repaired to the palace, 
and Hyrcanus to the habitation where his 
brother had reſided. 


En v. 


Aretas compels Ariſtobulus to retreat to Je- 
rufalem. Scaurus bribed to raiſe the jiege. 
Pompey makes a priſoner of Ariſtobulus. 
Teruſalem taken, and ten thouſand Fetos 


ain. Hyrcanus declared high prieſt. 


HE enemies of Ariſtobulus were See Att. l 


conſiderable men of the country. He urged 


| ; 5 
tobulus to the Arabians as a moſt abomina- 


affording Hyrcanus relief, and that Kings 


equally ſurprized and afflicted by his s 
unexpected advancement of the regal dig- ” ” ' 
nity ; but this event proved the ſource of 
particular mortification to Antipater, Who 
had long entertained an enmity againſt him. 
Antipater was a native of Idumea, and in 
point of family and wealth one of the moſt 


Hyrcanus to ſolicit Aretas, to ſupport him 
in his endeavours to regain his crown ; and 
for obtaining this point, he repreſented Ariſ- 


ble character, and recommended Hyrcanus 
as a man of extraordinary merit; he ex- 
horted him not to deny ſuccour to a prince 
moſt cruelly oppreſſed, obſerving that he 


would derive great honour from generouſſy 


were reciprocally bound to ſupport each other 
in their legal claims and privileges. Ha- 
ving 


. 
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ving prepared Hyrcanus to petition, and A- || Ariſtobulus with the idea that he could not 
retas to comply with his requeſt, Antipater || poſſibly fail of ſucceſs. In this diſpoſition; 
conducted the former out of the city by || being attired in a ſuperb habit, and atten- 
night, and accompanied him to Petra, || ded by an equipage of royalty, he went to 
where the royal palace of Arabia was fitu-|| pay his compliments to Pompey. When he 
ated : he introduced him to the king, and|| had waited till his pride ſuggeſted to him 
recommended him to his protection: and || that a longer attendance would derogate 
A retaspromiſed his utmoſt endeavours to- || from the dignity of the royal character, he 
wards reſtoring him to the regal dignity. retired, and directed his courſe towards Scy- 
beute In a ſhort time the Arabian king entered ||-opolis. | 
Vabeg judea with an army of fifty thouſand men, || The abrupt and diſreſpectful departure of 
pu including horſe and foot, and completely || Ariſtobulus proved fo highly offenſive to 
bios, routed the troops of Ariſtobulus, who re- Pampey, that he was the more readily in- 
n treated into Jeruſalem. Aretas beſieged the || duced to comply with the requeſt of Hyr- 
aa. city, Which he would inevitably have ſub= || canus and Antipater: He immediately 
dued, but for the following circumſtance : || marched in purſuit of him with the Roman 
a war ſubſiſting between Pompey the Great, || troops, and a conſiderable body of Syrian 
and Tygranes, the former ordered Scaurus || auxiliaries; and having paſſed Pella and 
to lead the army under his command from Scyopolis, he arrived at Corede, where 
Armenia into Syria, Upon the arrival of || he learnt that Ariſtobulus had taken refuge 
the Roman general at Damaſcus, he found || in Alexandrion, a caſtle of great ſtrength, 
that Metellus and Lellius had conquered the || ſituated on a high mountain, and diſpatch- 
place, and drawn off their forces ; and up- ||eda meſſenger to require him to come down 
on gaining intelligence of the fituation of || to him. Conſidering ths meſſage as an in- 
affairs in ſudea, he judged that the mot || ſult, he determined not to comply; where- 
advantageous meaſure he could adopt would || upon his people expreſſed great diſſatisfacti- 
be to lead his army into that country; and || on, and his friends repreſenting the impoſ- 
having reached the borders, he was met by || fibility of withſtanding ſo formidable an 
two ambaſſadors, who were commuilſioned || enemy as the Romans, he was, at length, 
to ſupplicate the Romans to eſpouſe the || prevailed upon to deſcend. Having urged 
cauſe of their reſpective employers. The|| to Pompey his right to continue in poſſeſ- 
ambaſſador from Ariſtobulus preſented Scau- || fion of the ' throne, he returned. At the 
rus with three hundred talents, which ſum || inſtance of Hyrcanus he deſcended a ſecond 
prevailed beyond the juſt pretentions of || time: and when the brothers had pleaded The brothers 
Hyrcanus, and induced him to diſpatch || before Pompey in ſupport of their reſpec- Pe = 
ambaſladors to Hyrcanus and Aretas, com- || tive pretentions, Ariſtobulus again repaired Pompey. 
manding them, in the name of Pompey || to the caſtle. He was now in a ſtate of 
the Great and the Roman ſenate, inſtantly || irreſolution, being agitated between the ex- 
to raiſe the ſiege and draw off their troops, || tremes of hope and fear: he frequent!) 
and threatening them with war in caſe of || conceived an intention of entirely ſubmit- 
refuſal. Aretas, dreading to provoke the || ting himſelf to the pleaſure of Pompey, 
indignation of ſo powerful an enemy as the and in this diſpoſition proceeded half way 
Romans might prove, retired from Judea || from the caſtle, but as often returned, leſt 
to Philadelphia; and Scaurus returned to || he ſhould be guilty of a conduct unworthy 
Damaſcus. Ariſtobulus was of two enter- the regal character. Pompey having learnt, 
priſing a diſpoſition to repreſs the deſire that Ariſtobulus had commanded his go- 
of conqueſt, becauſe the departure of the || vernors to obſerve ſuch orders only as were 
enemy had left him in a ſtate of ſecurity : || given under his own hand, inſiſted upon his 
he collected his troops, and purſued Hyr-|| writing to his officers, authoriſing them to 
canus and Aretas to Papyron, where he en- || ſurrender the caſtles and other places. Ariſ- 
countered them, and put near ſeven thou- || tobulus judged it neceſſary to comply with 
ſand of their men to death, and in the num- || this injunction : but the imperious conduct 
ber of the ſlain was Cephalon, the brother || of Pompey ſo exaſperated him, that he im- 
bol Antipater. Fs mediately departed for Jeruſalem, in the 
Deſpairing of ſuccour from the Arabian, || full reſolution of commencing hoſtilities. 
| Hyrcanus and Antipater reſolved to ſubmit In order to deprive Ariſtobulus of all 
themſelves to the generoſity of Pompey, || opportunity of making preparations for 
and to ſue to him for protection and relief. || war, Pompey marched after him; and 
Upon the arrival of 3 at Damaſcus when he was near Jericho, he was animated 
they preſented to him valuable preſents, and ſ to greater expedition, upon receiving in- 
farther to attach him to their intereſt, they || formation of the deceaſe of Mithridates. 
repeated the arguments and ſupplications || Jericho is the moſt fruitful province in Ju- 
that had been enforced to prevail upon dea: it abounds with palm-trees, and is 
Aretas. The influence he had obtained over || celebrated for producing the excellent bal- 
Scaurus, by the means of bribes, inſpired | Ws which iſſues by drops from the ar 
| when 
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Ariſtobulus 
made a pri- 
ſoner by 
Pompey, 


and haſtened to Jeruſalem. 
was aſtoniſhed at the expedition, and alarm- 
ed at the appearance of Pompey, to whom 


e 


when inciſions have been made in the bark 
by means of ſharp ſtones. The morning 


after his arrival, Pompey left this province, 
Ariſtobulus 


he offered great ſums of money, and the 
ſurrender of his perſon and the city. This 
ſubmiſſion appeaſed in ſome degree the in- 
dignation of Pompey; but the other was 


not able to make good the conditions he 


had propoſed; for Gabinius being appoint- 
ed to receive the money, the perſons who 


commanded in the town, in the name of 


Ariſtobulus, refuſed him admittance. This 
ſo greatly offended Pompey, that he de- 
tained Ariſtobulus a priſoner, and proceed- 
to reconnoitre the fortifications, in order 


to determine where he could make an al- } 


ſault with the greateſt proſpect of ſucceſs. 
He found the walls of ſurpriſing ſtrength, 
and defended by a terrifying precipice ; he 
judged it ſcarcely poſſible to ſubdue the 
City, and that, if the exploit ſhould be ef- 
fected, the people might take refuge in the 
temple, which appeared to be abiolutely 
impregnable. 

At this time an inſurrection happened in 
the city between the two parties reſpectively 
attached to Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus. 


The adherents of the former were for reſ- | 
cuing their king by force of arms: the 


other party was equally ſtrenuous for ad- 
mitting Pompey into the city, and a ma- 
jority of the people, conſcious of the ſu- 


periority of the Romans, were friends to 
the latter meaſure. 


The partizans of Ari- 
ſtobulus took poſſeſſion oſ the temple, and 
cut away the bridge of communication 
with the city, reſolving to defend them- 
ſelves to the laſt extremity. The other 
party admitted ſeveral Romans into the 
town, and gave them poſſeſſion of the 


royal palace. Hereupon, Pompey diſpatched | 


a general officer, named Piſo, with a ſtron 


detachment to take poſſeſſion of the palace. 
Finding that the Jews who had retired into | 


the temple were abſolutely determined in 
their purpoſe, he entertained no further 
thoughts of a compromiſe, but made the 


neceſſary preparations for an aſſault; and 


he received every poſſible aſſiſtance from 
Hyrcanus and his adherents. 

Pompey reſolved to attack the wall on 
the north ſide ; and preparatory to this he 
ordered the ditch to be filled : the place 


was of ſuch ſurpriſing depth, and the Jews | 
. had fo great an advantage of annoying the 


enemy from above, that the undertaking 
could ſcarcely have been accompliſhed, had 
not Pompey ordered his ſoldiers to employ 


themſelves in filling up the ditch only on 


the ſabbath-day, when the ſuperſtitious 


veneration of the Jews would not permit 
them to offer the leaſt interruption, or even; 


, 


. 

to perform any kind of work, except what 
was indiſpenſably neceſſary for the imme. 
diate ſupport or defence of their lives. 
The ground being levelled, Pompey cauſed 


ſtrong towers to be erected thereon: and 


every neceſſary preparation being made, 
the aſſault was commenced with engines of 
war that had been brought from Tyre; the 
ſoldiers ſtationed in the towers continuin 
to annoy the Jews who defended the walls. 
During the utmoſt extremity of danger, 


the Jews continued to offer up daily prayers 


and ſacrifices, and to perform every other 
religious ceremony with the regularity 
uſual in times of profound peace; and this 
inſtance of fortitude and reſolution proved 
a matter of great admiration to Pompey, 
The temple was taken by aflault, after a 
ſiege of three months, during which time 


only one of the towers belonging to the 
Jews was loſt. The breach was firſt 


entered by Fauſtus Cornelius, the ſon of 


Sylla, who was followed by Furius and 
Fabius, two centurions, with the troops 
under their command. Such of the people 
as attempted to eſcape, or offered reſiſtance, 
were inſtantly put to death. 
Several prieſts, who where occupied in 
the holy function, paid no regard to their 
perſonal ſafety, even when the ſwords of the 
enemy were pointed to their breaſts, but, 
yielded up their lives while exerciſing the 
duties of their profeſſion. The Jews at- 
tached to Pompey felt no compaſſion for 
thoſe who eſpouſed the cauſe of Ariſtobu- 
lus ; and the latter, being driven to the ut- 


moſt deſpair, threw themſelves down pre- 
cipices, or ſet fire to ſuch materials as the 
could collect, and caſt themſelves into the 
flames. 


Jews periſhed. 


of Romans fell in the action; but many 


were wounded. : 
Amidſt the general calamities of the 
Jews, nothing ſo afflicted them as the un- 
precedented event. of the holy of holies be- 
ing expoſed to prophane eyes. To this 


place only the high-prieſt was to be ad- 


mitted ; but it was entered by Pompey and 
his attendants, who ſaw the candleſticks, 


On this occaſion twelve thouſand ee th 


No conſiderable number 3 Jeasf 
in, 


lamps, tables for incenſe, and divers other 


veſſels of gold and ſilver, beſides a great 
quantity of curious perfumes, and other 
ſacred treaſure, to the value of two thou- 
ſand talents. Pompey would not permit 
any one of the articles dedicated to the 
Almighty to be touched ; and on the day 


after the taking of the temple, he ordered 


that it ſhould be purified, and that the ob- 
lations and other ceremonies of religion 
ſhould be performed as uſual. In conſider- 


pointed him high-prieſt. The humanity, 


| 


juſtice, and moderation of the conqueror, 


ation of the aſſiſtance he had received from ne moder- 
Hyrcanus during the ſiege, Pompey ap- tog of Pom: 


ey, who 
f points Hys 
canus bigh* 


obtained prieſt, 


1. VI.) 


obtained him an high place in the eſteem 
of the people. A perſon who was both 
father-in-law and uncle to Ariſtobulus was 
among the number of priſoners. The 
promoters of the inſurrection, Pompey con- 
demned to the loſs of their heads: but he 
Fes conferred liberal rewards upon Cornelius 
«$03p- Fauſtus, and others who had fignalized 


Bk themſelves in proſecuting the fiege. He 
0 
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three hundred talents to Scaurus, who in 
conſequence thereof declined a farther pro- 
ſecution of the war. 

Alexander, the fon of Ariſtobulus, who- 
had eſcaped from Pompey, having aſſem- 
bled a conſiderable number of men, was 
now committing devaſtations in Judea, and 


| harraſſing Hyrcanus ; he even entertained 


the hope of beihg able to ſubdue Jeruſalem, 


, ſubjected Judea to a tribute; deprived the 
Jews of the cities they had gained poſſeſſion 
of in Cœle-Syria, and by annexing them to 
the juriſdiction of the organ government, 


as the walls which Pompey had deſtroyed 
were not yet rebuilt. Gabinius, an experi- 
enced and brave commander, ſucceeded 
Scaurus, and marched againſt Alexander, 


reduced the poſſeſſions ot the Jews to their 
former limits. In favour to one of his 
freedmen, named Demetrius, a native of 
Gadara, he rebuilt that city Which had been 
laid in ruins by the Jews. Hippion, Scy- 
thopolis, Pella, Samaria, Mariſſa, Azotus 
Jamnia, and Arethuſa, which were inland 
cities ; and the coaſt towns of Gaza, Jop- 
pa, Dora, and that formerly called c traton's 
Tower, but afterwards rebuilt, and named 
Cæſarea, by Herod, he took from the Jews, 
and reſtored to their ancient inhabitants, at 


the ſame time annexing them to the province | 


of Syria, He appointed Scaurus to the 
government of Judea, Cwle-Syria, and all 
the country of Egypt to the borders of the 
Euphrates, giving him likewiſe the com- 
mand of two legions. Pompey now haſt- 
ened towards Rome by the way of Cilicia, 
== taking with him Ariſtobulus, his two ſons, 
pin. Alexander and Antigonus, and his two 
by Rome. daughters, priſoners; but on the way 
Alexander effected an eſcape. 


n 


Aretas and Scaurus reconciled. After being 
defeated by Antipater, Alexander retreats 
to Alexandrion, and is purſued by Gabi- 
nius, who divides udea into five juriſ- 
dictiont. Ariftobulus defeated by the 
Romans, and ſent to. Rome in chains, 
Gabinius conguers Alexander, and plun- 
ders the temple. | 


en, l. COCAURUS led an army into Arabia, 
4 and proceeded towards Petra; but his 
unte march was greatly impeded by a paſlage 
pen the through a craggy and moſt difficult tract of 
ro country. Notwithſtanding his being greatly 
diſtreſſed for want of proviſions, and having 
other diſadvantages to encounter, he laid 
the neighbourhood of Pella in a ſtate of 
devaſtation. Through the agency of Anti- 

ater he was, however, occaſionally ſup- 


plied with the neceſſaries of life by Hyr- 


who judging it neceſſary to take every pre- 
caution to oppoſe ſo formidable an adver- 
fary, encreaſed his troops to ten thouſand 
foot, and fifteen hundred horſe, and forti- 
fied Alexandrion, Hyrcanion, Macherus, 
and other places nearthe Arabian mountains. 


in the interim Gabinius diſpatched Mark 


Anthony with a body of Antipater's choſen 

troops; and he was to be joined by a con- 
hderable number of Jews under the com- 

mand of Malichus and Pitholaus. Theſe 
detachments were followed by Gabinius, 

leading the main body of the army. Alex- 

ander finding the enemy was proceeding 
towards him with a force which he was by 

no means in condition to withſtand, judged 

it prudent to-retreat. He was followed b 
Gabinius into the neighbourhood of Jeruſa- 

lem, where a battle took place, in which 

three thouſand of Alexander's followers 

were put to death, and a like number made 

| priſoners. When Gabinus had arrived at Alexandet 
the caſtle, he propoled an indemnity to ſuch encounters 


deſerters as would return to his army pre- a e 


vious to the engagement: but upon their thouſand 

refuſal, he attacked and put many of them Hei. 

to death, and the remainder took refuge in draus to 

the fort. On every former occaſion Mark Anni 

Anthony had greatly ſignalized himſelf : po r 

but his conduct in this action exceeded An indemni- 

every preceding inſtance of his valour. 8 

Leaving a ſufficient force to proſecute the The bravery 

fiege, Gabinius proceeded to take a view of of Mark An- 

the ſeveral cities and towns of the province: . 

he applied himſelf to the re-eſtabliſhment 

of good order in thoſe places which had 

eſcaped deſolation, and to rebuild thoſe that 

had been deſtroyed. Hence the people of 

Scythopolis, Samaria, Anthedon, Apollo- 

nia, Jamnia, Raphia, Mariſſa, Dora, Ga- 

dara, Azotus, and ſeveral other towns, 

joyfully returned to their former places of 

reſidence. | | 
Gabinus now returned, and continued 83 


the ſiege with additional vigour. Alexan- and Alexan- 


| 


canus. Conſcious that a friendſhip ſub- 
ſiſted between Antipater and Aretas, the 
Arabian king, Scaurus applied to the for- 
mer, urging him to propoſe terms of ac- 
commodation to Aretas. Antipater en- 
gaged in the commiſſion, and managed it 


with ſo much addreſs that Aretas paid 


— 


der deſpairing of ſucceſs in oppoſing ſo 1 
powerful an enemy, diſpatched ambaſſa- the laſt level; 
dors to ſupplicate pardon from Gabinius, ae 20 
and offer him poſſeſſion of Macherus, Hyr-* 
canion, and Alexandrion. The propoſals 
being accepted, Gabinius reduced the latter 

place entirely to ruins, in compliance with 


0 4 the 


4 


506 


Gabinius 
gives Hy ta- 
nus the 
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the requeſt of Alexander's mother, who ur- 
ged the deſtruction of the place, leſt it 
ſhould prove the cauſe of future hoſtilities. 
From a motive of tenderneſs and affection 
to her huſband and children, who were 
priſoners at Rome, ſhe availed herſelf of 
every opportunity to ingratiate the eſteem 
of Gabinius. | 

_ Gabinius now. conducted Hyrcanus to 
Jeruſalem, committing the holy temple to 


charge of the his care; and after appointing ſome of the 


_ temple; 


moſt conſiderable Jews to offices in the ci- 
vil adminiſtration, he divided Judea into 
the five following juriſdictions : Jeruſalem, 
Gadara, * Amathus, Jericho, and Seppho- 
ris. The people deemed themſelves ex- 
tremely happy in living under an ariſtocra- 
tical, inſtead of a monarchical government. 
Ariſtobulous having eſcaped from Rome, 
and being joined by a great number of Jews, 
he made an attempt to repair Alexandrion : 
but upon learning that Gabinius had diſ- 
patched an army in purſuit of him, under 
the command of Siſenna, Antony and Ser- 
vilius, he retired to Macherus, and there 
diſmiſſed the uſeleſs part of his followers, 
retaining only eight thouſand men, among 
whom were a thouſand fugitive Jews that 
Pitholaus had brought from Jeruſalem, 
Soon afterwards, the Roman army arriv- 
ed, and an engagement taking place, A- 


riſtobulus and his adherents tought with 


Ariſtobulus 
defeated by 
the Romans. 


dered 


aſtoniſhing bravery, but were at length 
compelled to yield to the ſuperiority of the 
enemy, with the loſs of five thouſand men. 
Two thouſand gained a hill, and made 
ſome further reſiſtance, though without any 
effect: and Ariſtobulus, with the other 
thouſand, cut a paſſage through the Roman 
army, and withdrew towards Macherus, 
which place he found in ruins. The Ro- 
mans aſſaulted the caſtle, which was de- 
fended for two days with great bravery, 
but they at length gained a compleat vic- 
tory, and ſent Ariſtobulus and his ſon 
Antigonus in bonds to Gabinius, who or- 
them to be conducted to Rome. 


The Senate directed the father to be im- 


priſoned, but permitted the, ſon to return 


to Judea, in conſequence of Gabinius hav- 


ing informed them by letter, that when 
the caſtle was ſurrendered to him, he 
pledged himſelf to the wife of Ariſtobulus, 


that he would intercede in behalf of che 


young man. 

Gabinius was ſupplied with corn, arms, 
money, and other neceſſaries for war, by 
Hyrcanus and Antipater; and they pre- 


vailed upon the Jews of Peluſium, who in 


a manner guarded the paſſage into Egypt, 
not to intercept his progreſs into that coun- 
try. 


” Doris,” R ufinus. + In the Antiq. Cypron. 


| 


At this time an inſurrection happened 


to introduce a republican government, He 


four following ſons : Phaſael, king Herod, 
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among the Jews. Alexander, the ſyn of 
Ariſtobulus, having collected a conſiderable 
body of followers, made a reſolution to 
put every Roman who ſhould fall into hig 
power to immediate death. Being ſenſible 
of his danger, and that the ſedition encrea. 
ſed, Gabinius employed his intereſt with 
Antipater to effect an accommodation. 
But Alexander, being naturally diſpoſed to 
martial exploits, and having an army gf 
thirty thouſand men, rejected the propo- 
lals, The armies joined battle in the 
neighbourhood of the mountain of Itabyr, 
The Romans obtained a compleat victory 
and left ten thouſand of the enemy flain in A vidoy 
the field. Alexander and his remainig = My 
troops eſcaped. After this victory; Gabi. bad of 
nius, in compliance with the advice of ey fla 
Antipater, marched to Jeruſalem, in order 


afterwards led his forces againſt the Naba. 
theans, whom he ſubdued: and he dic. 
miſſed two Parthian deſerters, named Mit. 
ridates and Orſanes, circulating a report 
that they had effected an eſcape. 

Craſſus ſucceeded Gabinius in the go 
vernment of Syria ; and to diſcharge theses 
expence of the Parthian war, he delpoiled us, andrif 
the temple of the two thouſand talents"* *=tl 
which Pompey had generouſly declined to 
ſeize, and of all the gold contained in the 
building : and he then paſſed the Euphrates, 

The particulars of his defeat and death will 
come with more propriety hereafter. 

Caſſius ſucceeded Craſſus in the govern- cagus, go! 
ment of Syria, and intercepted the Par-veror ot 
thians, who were preparing to make ani 
incurſion into that country, He led an 
army into Judea; ſubdued Tarichea, and 
took with him from the conquered town 
near three thouſand Jewiſh captives ; and 
among them was Pitholaus, whom Anti- 
pater prevailed upon him to put to death, 
tor having eſpouſed the cauſe of Ariſtubu- 
lus. CyprisF, the wife of Antipater, was 
an illuſtrious Arabian ; ſhe bore to him the 


Joſeph, and Pheroras; and a daughter 
called Salome. The liberal ſentiments and 
wiſe conduct of Antipater, obtained him 
an high reputation among the molt eminent 
characters of his age, and the particular 
friendſhip of the Arabian king, to whom 
he committed the care of his children, 
when he engaged in the war againſt Ariſ- 
tobulus. Having concluded a truce with 
Alexander, Caſhus marched in order to 
occupy his former ſtation near the Eu- 
phrates, and repulſe the Parthians, in caſe 
of their attempting to make an incurſion. 


CHAP. YA; 
Ariſtobulous reſtored to freedom, and poiſoned 


by the friends of Pompey. Alexander dies. 
5 Alexandra 
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Alexandra e to Philippion. Peluſium , 


befieged. The Egyptians routed, 
YOMPEY and the ſenate having quitted 


Rome in conſternation and terror, 
and croſſed the Ionian ſea, Cæſar was left 
to the abſolute government of the place ; 
and he immediately reſtored Ariſtobulus 
to freedom, ſending him into Syria, at- 
tended by two companies of ſoldiers, firmly 
believing that the people would readily 
ſurrender him. But in a ſhort time after, 
Ariſtobulus was poiſoned by the friends of 
Pompey. His body was embalmed : but 
it remained ſome time unburied. However, 
Anthony cauſed it to be conveyed to Judea, 
and depoſited in the royal ſepulchre. The 
fate of Alexander was not more fortunate 
than that of his father. Pompey ſentenced 
him to death for his ſeditious practices, 
and in compliance with orders diſpatchec 
to Scipio, the youth was beheaded at An- 
tioch. | = 

Ptolemy, the ſon of Menneus, and prince 
of Chalcis upon Mount Libanus, diſpatch- 
ed his ſon Philippion to Aſhalon, com- 
miſſioning him to requeſt the widow of 
Ariſtobulus to ſend by him her ſon Anti- 
gonus and his ſiſters. Philippion eſpouſed 
Alexandra, the younger ſiſter ; which con- 


duct was ſo diſpleaſing to Menneus, that | 


he cauſed the youth to be put to death ; 
and ſoon after, he married his widow. 


Upon the deceale of Pompey, Antipater | 


endeavoured to ingratiate the eſteem of 
Ceſar. Mithridates, a Pergamenian, hav- 
ing meditated an irruption into Egypt, 
found his progreſs interrupted by a paſſage 
being denied his ſhips at Peluſium; and 
therefore he remained with his army at 


Aſkalon; and though a ſtranger, he had 


the addreſs to attach the Arabians to his 


intereſt, and to prevail upon about three 
thouſand Jews to take arms in his cauſe. 
He alſo gained the friendſhip of * Ptolemy 
of Libanus, and another perſon named 
Ptolemy, and Jamblicus, who being men 


of great conſideration, their example was 


Mihridates 
kits Peluſi- 
. 


adopted by great numbers of other Syrians. 
The power of Mithridates being greatly 
increaſed by 
from Antipater, he led his army to Pelu- 
ſium, and being oppoſed by the inhabi- 
tants, laid ſiege to the city. In this action 
Antipater acquired additional reputation ; 
for a breach being made by the troops 
under his command, he firſt entered the 
town, being followed by his ſoldiers. 

After the reduction of Peluſium, the 
Jews inhabiting the prevince of Egypt, 


called Onias, reſolved to oppoſe Mithri- 


dates: but Antipater prevailed upon them 


to decline the intention, and even to fur- 


* Orrather T holomeus, of Libanus, Jamblichus, 
and Ptolemeus. 
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niſh proviſions for the army. The exam- 
ple of the people of Onias was followed by 


thoſe of Memphis, who voluntarily ſur- 
rendered to Mithridates. 


nde Haviog marched 
without interruption to Delta, Mithridates 


and Antipater encountered a body of Egyp- 


tians at a place called the Camp of the 


Jews. Mithridates commanded the right 
wing of the army, and Antipater the left: 
The former being in moſt imminent dan- 


top 


ger of a defeat, Antipater, having routed He puts the . 
part of the enemy's army, haſtened along png to 
the bank of the river to the reſcue of his . 


friend, many of whoſe purſuers he put to 
death, and chaced the reſt to their camp, 
which he rifled of a conſiderable booty, 
In this exploit Antipater loſt only eighty 
men: but eight hundred of Mithridates's 
party were flain; and it was beyond all 
expectation that he himſelf eſcaped. Mi- 
taridates diſpatched an expreſs to the em- 
peror, acknowledging the. important ſer- 
vices rendered him by Antipater. 

The war in Egypt being concluded, 
Cæſar returned into Syria; and he made 
Antipater a free citizen of Rome, allowing 
him all the privileges annexed to that 
character, and conferring upon him other 
ſignal honours ; and as a farther inſtance of 
the ſincerity, of his eſteem, he confirmed 


Hyrcanus, the friend of Antipater, in the 


pontifical dignity, 
CHAP. VIII. 


The friends of Pompey. accuſed as the authors 


of the death of Ariſtobulus. Antipater 
appointed governor of Fudea. Exgekias 


the aſſiſtance he had received | 


made a priſoner. The command of the 
troops in Syria and Samaria given to He- 


rod, Sextus Ceſar murdered, and ſucceeds 
ed by Marcus. 


NTIGONUS appealed to Cæſar, 
repreſenting, that Ariſtobulus, his 


F had been poiſoned through the con- 


trivance of the friends of Pompey, accu- 
ſing Hyrcanus and Antipater of cauſing 
himſelf and his brethren to be driven from 
their native country. 


the ſervices they had rendered Pompey pro- 


their duty, and was only meant to make 
ſome compenſation for their former attach- 
ment to Pompey. To obviate any effect 
from theſe reproaches, Antipater expoſed 
his wounds, as a teſtimony of his loyalty to 
Cæſar, declaring that Antigonus was de- 
ſerving death for inheriting the rebellious 
principles of his deceaſed father. 


miſſion; it ſhould be granted him. Anti- 


pater ſubmitted himſelf wholly to the plea- 


ſure 


ty. 


He aſſerted, that 


ceeded from fear, rather than a ſenſe of 


Having heard them both, Cæſar con- Cæſar ap- 
ferred the pontificate upon Hyrcanus, at Pants Hyr- 
the ſame time informing Antipater, that prieſt, 6.4 
if he was deſirous of any particular com- Antipater 


overnor of 


gos 


troyed by Pompey. 


Antipater 
romotes 
haſael and 

Herod 5 


Hytcanus 
bears an en- 
mity to the 
brothers, 
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ſure of the emperor, who thereupon ap- 
pointed him governor of Judea, at the 
{ame time granting him permiſſion to repair 
the walls of the city, which had been deſ- 
In teſtimony of the 
great ſervices performed by Antipater, 
Cæſar cauſed the decrees in his favour to 
be engraven on braſs, and placed in the 
capitol. 1 

Having accompanied Cæſar to the fron- 
tiers of Syria, Antipater returned to Judea, 
and immediately undertook a general repa- 
ration of the walls. He viſited different 

arts of the province, informing the peo- 
ple that if they maintained a due obedience 
to Hyrcanus, they ſhould enjoy plenty 
and happineſs, but if they acted in any 
manner contrary to the public welfare, 
they ſhould find in him a rigid governor, 
and in Hyrcanus a cruel and unrelenting 
tyrant. 

Antipater appointed Phaſael, his eldeſt 
ſon, who was captain of the guards, go- 
vernor of Jeruſalem, and inveſted Herod, 
his ſecond ſon, with like authority over 
Galilee. Though very young, Herod af- 
forded many proofs that he was equal to 
great undertakings. He made priſoner of 
Ezekias, the leader of a formidable band of 
robbers, and cauſed him and many of his 
followers to be put to death. This actipn 
gained him great reputation, and the Sy- 
rians in general celebrated him as the man 
to whom they were indebted for the ſecure 
enjoyment of their lives, liberties and poſ- 
ſeſſions. The fame of the above exploit 
made him known to Sextus Cæſar, couſin 
to Cæſar the great, and ſerved to inſpire 
Phaſael with the generous idea of emulat- 


ing the heroic conduct of his brother. In 


the exerciſe of his authority over the peo- 
ple of Jeruſalem, Phaſael was ſo moderate, 
and fo ſtrick an obſerver of juſtice, that he 
gained univerſal approbation. 

That exalted characters are never ſecure 
from the malignant ſhafts of envy, will be 
found exemplified in the following inſtance. 
Hyrcanus had long entertained a ſecret en- 
mity againſt the ſons of Antipater, on ac- 
count of their great and well-deſerved re- 
putation ; and his prejudice was encreaſed 
by the court=parafites, to whom ſuperior 
virtue is ever an object of deteſtation. They 
inſinuated to him, that the brothers acted 
as ſovereigns rather than as ſubjects; de- 
claring that Herod had committed a daring 
violation againſt the Jewiſh law, by putting 
ſeveral perſons to death, without the autho- 


rity of Hyrcanus and urging, that he ought | 


to be rendered amenable to juſtice' for the 
iniquities he had committed. Theſe ſug- 


geſtions ſo powerſully operated upon Hyr- 


/ 
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canus, that he ordered Herod to be ſum- 
moned to appear before the council. 
the advice of his father, Herod ſecured h 


By 
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garriſons in Galilee, and proceeded to obey 
the mandate; and unwilling to give offence 
to Hyrcanus, he was attended only by ſuch 
a company of ſoldiers as he deemed neceſſary 
for his perſonal fafety, 

Sextus Czfar having conceived a great 
eſteem for Herod, was much concerned, 
leſt, when in the power of his enemies, ſome 
fatal event might happen to him ; and he 
therefore applied to Hyrcanus, requeſting 
that he would diſmiſs the complaint exhi- 
bited againſt the youth; and this deſire was 
readily granted. Herod did not conſider 
himſelf to be in a ſtate of perfect ſecurity, 
conceiving that Hyrcanus had done a vio. 
lence to his inclination in acquitting him: 
he therefore determined not to appear, if he 
{ſhould be a ſecond time ſummoned, and in 
this diſpoſition repaired to Sextus, who then 
reſided at Damaſcus. The enemies of He. 
rod endeavoured to revive the enmity of 
Hyrcanus, by repreſenting that the youth 
had ' departed in anger, and had reſolved 


upon ſome ceſperate means of revenge, 


Hyrcanus was greatly embarraſſed at the 
idea of having fo formidable an enemy; but 


upon receiving information that Sextus had Hen. 
appointed Herod to the command of his printelgen 


troops in Syria and Samaria, his terror in- 
creaſed to ſo high a degree that he was con- 
tinually tortured by the imagination that his 
adverſary was leading an army to depoſe 
him. In this conjecture he was not de- 
ceived; for, violently enraged at havin 
been treated as a criminal, Herod collected 
an army, and proceeded towards Jeruſalem 
in a reſolution to deprive Hyrcanus of the 
government; and this enterprize he would 
indiſputably have effected, had he not yielded 
to the diſſuaſions of his father and brother. 
At this time a civil war broke out among 
the Romans, in the neighbourhood of Apa- 
mia, during which, Cecilius Baſſus, with a 
view to gratify Pompey, treacherouſly cauſ- 
ed Sextus Cæſar to be murdered, and then 
aſſumed the command of his troops. In 
revenge for the murder of Sextus, the offi- 


cers of Julius Cæſar oppoſed Baſſus with 


their utmoſt power; and Antipater diſ- 


patched conſiderable ſuccours to them under 
the command of his ſons. Marcus* was 
commanded to depart from Italy, in order 
to ſucceed to the government of the deceaſed 
Sextus. 


CHAP--1K; 


The murder of Julius Cæſar. Cæſar and 
Antony in hoſtility with Brutusand Cali 

us, Herod promoted to the government / 
Syria. Antipater poiſoned. Herod re— 
venges the death of his father, 


More dreadful civil war than the form- 74 275 
19, 29. 


er, at this time took place among the 


*Caſaubon reads Murcus, Kxercit. 1 An. DCCVI. 
Romans. 


ral in Syria 
and Samui 


gextus Ck 
murdeicd. 
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.Cefar Romans. After reigning three years and 
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ſeven months, Julius Cæſar was murdered 
in the capitol, by Brutus and Caſſius, and 
his death was followed by terrible diſſentions. 
The Romans were divided into three facti- 
ons, and wholly regardleſs of the public 
welfare, they acted according to their reſ- 
pective paſſions and intereſts. Caſſius went 
into Syria, and took the command of the 
troops employed in beſieging Apamia. Hav- 
ing attached Marcus and Baſſus, and ſome 
diſaſtected cohorts to his intereſt, he raiſed 
the ſiege, and laid the city under excetlive 
contributions ; and he levied a tax of ſeven 
hundred talents upon the Jews. Antipater 
nominated his ſons and his particular friends 
to provide for the tax upon the Jews, and 
on account of the preſſing exigencies of pub- 
lic affairs, he included Malichus, his de- 
clared enemy, in the commiſſion. The 


firſt ſum, amounting to a hundred talents, 


was collected by Herod in Galilee ; and his 
expedition in the buſineſs obtained him great 
favour with Caſſius: but the delay of the 
other agents ſo exaſperated Caſſius, that he 
entirely demoliſhed Gophna, Ammaus, aid 
two other cities of inferior conſideration. 
He then formed the deſign of puniſhing the 
neglect of Malichus with death ; but his 
rage was appeaſed by Antipater, who pre- 
ſented to him a hundred talents 
Notwithſtanding Malichus had repeatedly 
acknowledged himſelf indebted to Antipater 
for the preſervation of his life, no ſooner 
had Caſſius departed, than he concerted 
means for the deſtruction of his generous 


benefactor, whom he conſidered as the only | 


obſtacle to his ambitious views. Antipater 
knowing him to be a man of an artful and 
diſingenuous temper, entertained a ſuſpici- 
on of his deſigns, and therefore paſſed the 
Jordan, and aſſembled a body of troops, 
that he might oppoſe his meaſures. Per- 
ceiving that Antipater ſuſpected his deſigns, 
Malichus employed every plauſible means for 
ingratiating himſelf into the eſteem of Pha- 
ſael and Herod, the former of whom was 
governor of Jeruſalem, and the latter cap- 
tain of the guards. He had the addreſs to 
perſuade them that he had never entertained 
the thought of injuring their father, who 
they prevailed upon to conſent to a reconci- 
liation; they alſo negotiated a compromiſe 
with Marcus, governor of Syria, who had 
reſolved to put Malichus to death on account 
of his factious diſpoſition. 

Cſar and Antony being now at war 
with Brutus and Caſſius, and the latter, as 
veil as Marcus, being ſenſible of the great 
qualities of Herod, they nominated him to 
the government of Syria, and appointed him 
a ſtrong body guard of horſe and foot ; pro- 

üſing that upon the concluſion of the war, 
they would promote him to the ſovereignty 
of the Jews. The merit of Herod, how - 
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ever, proved the cauſe of his father's death: 


tor Malichus, in order to free himſelf from 


the dangers by which he ſuppoſed himſelf 


to be ſurrounded; bribed the butler of Hyr- Antipater 
canus to mix a poiſon with Antipater's poiſoned. 


drink, Hyrcanus was advanced to the 


' throne through the means of Antipater, who 


was a man of conſummate wiſdom, and 
undaunted reſolution. The multitude were 
exaſperated to the higheſt degree againſt 
Malichus, ſuſpecting him to have procured 


the death of the man to whom he was under 


innumerable obligations: but they were 
ſomewhat appeaſed upon his making the 
molt folemn declaration of his innocence. 
Malichus aflembled a body of troops, and 
put himſelf into a condition of making de- 
tence, apprehending that Phaſael and He- 
rod would ſeek revenge for the death of 
their father. Herod was defirous of wreak- 
ing inſtant vengeance upon the abominable 
traitor : but his brother diſſuading him from 
that meaſure from an unwillingneſs to diſ- 
turb the public peace, they permitted him 
to make a defence, and aſſumed the appear- 
ance of being perfectly ſatisfied of his inno- 
cence; After this, they proceeded to the 
interment of their father, whoſe funeral 
ſolemnities were conducted with great mag- 
nificence. 

Herod now went to Samaria, in order to 
quell the diſturbances in that country : but 
on all ſolemn days he continued to repair to 
Jeruſalem, being attended by his guards. 
Malichus being under great apprehenſion 
from Herod, prevailed upon Hyrcanus to 
expoſtulate with him on the impropriety of 
being attended by ſtrangers, by whom the 
holy religion was prophaned, and the people 
interrupted in their devotional exerciſes. 
Herod treated the matter complained of by 
Hyrcanus with contempt, and by night 
gained admiſſion to the city. Malichus 
went to him, pretending to be exceſſively 
afflicted at the fate of Antipater; and He- 
rod, diſſembling his rage, appeared to be- 
lieve him fincere. Herod wrote to Caſſius, 
demanding juſtice upon the murderer of his 
father; and as Caſſius already entertained 


ſides which, he diſpatched private orders to 
the commanders of his troops to grant him 

ſuch aſſiſtance as he ſhould require. 
Loadicea being ſubdued, great nnmbers 
of the principal people of the country came 
to compliment and make preſents to Herod, 
who conſidered this as a favourable oppor- 
tunity for gratifying his revenge. Suſpect- 
ing his deſign, Malichus formed a plan for 
getting his ſon from Tyre, where he then 
was in quality of an hoſtage, and retiring 
with him into Judea : but reflecting on the 
deſperate ſituation of his affairs, and the little 
probability he had of ſucceeding in the at- 
6 K tempt, 


Herod de- 
. l ; mands juſtice 
an enmity againſt Malichus, he readily con- upon Mali- 


ſented that Herod ſhould ſeek revenge, be- chu. 


510 


Malichus 


Laln. 


HIS T ON 


tempt, he ſuggeſted a more daring enter 
prize. He determined to take advantage of 
Caſſius being engaged in a war againſt An- 
tony, and to ſpirit up the whole Jewith na- 
tion to an infurrection againſt the Romans; 
imagining, that if he could accompliſh that 
project, to depoſe Hyrcanus, and gain poſſeſ- 
lion of his government, would be attended 
with little ditliculty. Suſpecting ſome plan 
was meditating againſt him, Herod invited 
Hyrcanus and Malichus to ſupper, and upon 
their arrival, ſent away a domeſtic, under 
pretence of making preparations for the en- 
tertainment, having previouſly inſtructed him 
to deſire the tribunes to act according to the 
inſtructions they had received from Cathus. 
Hereupon, the Roman commanders marched 
towards the ſea-ſide of the city, where they 
ſurrounded Malichus, and put him to death, 
The ſurprize of this event occaſioned Hyr- 
canus to faint, and it was not without much 
difficulty that he recovered. Hyrcanus 
having enquired by whom Malichus had 
been put to death, and being informed by 
one of the tribunes, that he had ſuftered dy 
the order of Caſſius, he ſaid that he acknow- 
ledged Caſſius to be the preſerver of his life 
and kingdom, the deceaſed traitor having 
long aimed at the deſtruction of them both. 
Whether he ſpoke his real ſentiments, or 
made this declaration from fear, 1s a matter 
of uncertainty. 


CHAP KL 


Felix declares war againſt the brothers. Ma- 
rion, ting of the Tyrians, and Antigonus 
march to oppaje Herod. Phaſael and He- 
rod appointed tetrarchs of Fudea. 


FTER the departure of Cafhus from 
Syria, freſh troubles aroſe in Judea. In 
revenge for the death of Malichus, Felix 
commenced hoſtilities againſt Phaſael and 
Herod. The latter was at Damaſcus, with 
Fabius, the governor thereof, and rendered 
incapable by indiſpoſition to lead his troops 
to join his brother. However, Phaſael ſub- 
dued the enemy with his own troops. He 
ſeverely reproached Hyrcanus for his ingra- 
titude in eſpouſing the cauſe of Felix, and 
giving the brother of Malichus poſſeſſion of 
Maſſada, the ſtrongeſt fort in the country, 
beſides ſeveral other caſtles. Upon the re- 
covery of Herod, he marched againſt the 
enemy, retook the places that had been 
conquered, and humbled Hyrcanus upon 
his knees: but ſought no further revenge 


for his treacherous behaviour. He recover- 


ed three caſtles that had been taken by 
Marion, king of the Tyrians, and drove 
that monarch out of Galilee. He ſhewed. 
great lenity to the Tyrians whom he made 
priſoners, by ſparing their lives, and many 


of them he gratified with preſents ; and by 


theſe means he made them friends to his 


at Bithynia, and exhibited violent com- 
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I. 
cauſe. Marion, like the other perſons pro- 
moted by Caſſius, exerted an unbounded 
oppreſſion in Syria. Marion marched againſt 
Herod, taking with him, on account or 
their being enemies to his adverſary, Anti- 
gonus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, and Fabius 
whom Antigonus had bribed to engage in 
his ſervice : they were ſupplied with proyi. 
hons and other neceſſaries by Ptolemy 
father-in-law to Antigonus. | 
The armies engaged upon the borders of g. 
Judea; and, having deteated the enemy, a ng, 
Herod returned in triumph to Jeruſalem : 
where he was received with the greateſt Ty 
clamations of joy ; and thoſe perſons who 
had been enemies to him, on account of his 
relationſhip to Hyrcanus, now ſought to 
cultivate his friendſhip with the greateſt aſ. 
ſiduity. Herod had been married to a wo- 
man of noble birth of his own country, 
named Doris, who bore to him Antipater ; 
he afterwards eſpouſed Mariamne, daughter 
of Alexander, who was ſon of Ariſtobulus 
and Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus ; 
and hence the relation of Herod to the king. 
Alter the deceaſe of Caſſius at the battle 
of Philippi, Cæſar repaired into Italy, and 
Antony into Aha; and ambaſſadors from 
divers places, and ſeveral of the principal 
people among the Jews, came to the latter 


plaints againſt the brothers, whom they ac- 
cuſed of having uſurped, and arbitrarily ex- 

erciſed, the ſovereign authority, leavin 
Hyrcanus only the name of king. To 
obviate the effect of theſe accuſations, He- 
rod preſented Antony with a very confider- 
able ſum of money, which had ſo powerful 
an eftect, that no regard was paid to the 
complainants. About the time when his 
amour commenced with Cleopatra, an hun- 
dred Jews, diſtinguiſhed by their rank and 
abilities, repaired in a body to Antony, who 
was then at Daphnis, in the ſuburbs of 
Antioch, in order to repeat the charges 
againſt the brothers; and the moſt eloquent 
ſpeakers among them were appointed to 
urge the complaints. The defence was 
undertaken by Meſſala and Hyrcanus, the 
latter being induced to plead on account 
of his relationſhip to the parties accuſed. 
Having heard the cauſe, Antony demanded 
of Hyrcanus, whom he conſidered as the 
moſt perfectly qualified for public admini- 
ſtration: and he replied, that he knew no 
perſons ſo capable of government as Phaſacl 
and Herod. This declaration proved high- 
ly ſatisfactory to Antony, who ſtill held in 
teful recollection the friendly reception 
and liberal entertainment he had experienced 
from Antipater, whoſe ſons he now con- 
ſtituted tetrarchs of Judea, inveſting them Thy brothers 
with the full powers of adminiſtration. appeldtege 
The deciſion in favour of the brothers 1. 
occaſioned the deputies to expreſs great diſ- 
ſatisfaction, 


i Aut. l. 
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 depoſe 
Hrranus. 
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ſepiſone rs 
«10 death. ners to death. | 


"country, and, if occafion ſhould require it, 


ſatisfaction, which ptoving highly offen- 
five to Antony, he ordered fifteen of them 
to priſon, He treated their companions 
with greater ſeverity, and then diſmiſſed 
them. This greatly exaſperated the dil. 
affected people of Jeruſalem, who now 


diſpatched a thouſand deputies to Antony, | 


he being then at Tyre, making preparati- 
ons for marching againſt Jeruſalem. Theſe 
deputies were ſo clamourous, that the ma- 
giſtrates of Tyre commanded them to de- 

art, denouncing death againſt thoſe who 
ſhould refuſe to comply. While the de- 

uties were walking before the port, He- 
rod and Hyrcanus accoſted them in a friend- 
ly manner, expoſtulating with them on the 
dangerous tendency of their conduct, and 
exhorting them to moderation, leſt the 
ruin of themſelves and their whole nation 
ſhould enſue. Their inſolence encreaſing 
in proportion to the lenity ſhewn them, 
Antony was under the neceſſity of redu- 
cing them to obedience by the force of 
arms, and many of them were ſlain, Hyr- 
canus ordered the dead to be buried, and 
the wounded to be properly attended ; but 
this humanity had no effect upon thoſe who 
eſcaped ; for they continued their outra- 
geous proceedings, till Antony was pro- 
voked to put the whole number of priſo- 


CA AI. 


Lyſanias and Barzaphanes combine to depoſe 
Hyrcanus. Phaſael and Hyrcanus ſeized 
by the Parthians. Herod gains a victory. 
The Parthians commit great devaſiation 
in Feruſalem and the adjacent country. 
Antigonus tears off the ears of Hyrcanus. 
Phaſael deſtroys himſelf. Herod declared 
king of the Jews. 


BOUT two years after the above 


occurrences, when Syria was under 


20. . 5 
N the the joint government of one of the princi- 
lieceflor of 
Memy, con- 
ks with 


nabaces Ly ſanias, the ſon and ſucceflor of Ptolemy, 


pal of the Parthian nobility, named Bar- 
zaphanes, and Pacorus, the king's ſon, 


engaged to deliver to them five hundred 
women, and a thouſand talents, in confi- 
deration of their depoſing Hyrcanus, and 
advancing Antigonus to the throne. This 
propoſal being accepted, Pacorus marched 
by the ſea coaſt, while Barzaphanes pro- 
ceeded through the inland part of the 
country. The people of Ptolemais and 
Sidon admitted Pacorus into their cities, 
but the Tyrians reſolutely oppoſed his en- 
trance, He ſent forward a troop of caval- 
ry, under the command of the king's but- 
ler, who, as well as the prince, was named 
Pacorus, with orders to reconnoitre the 


to reinforce Antigonus. 
The Jews of Mount Carmel declared 
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of that part of the country called Dryma.,, 
They proceeded to an enfagement, 
put the enemy to flight ; after which, upon 
their forces being confiderably encrealſed, 
they matched to Jeruſalem, where they 
were courageouſly oppoſed by Hyrcanus 


in the market-place, obliged them to re- 
treat into the temple. 


cent buildings: but the populace, from 
their implacable enmity to the brothers, ſet 
fire to the houſes. This ſo greatly exaſ- 
perated Herod, that he made a ſudden and 


furious attack upon the enemy, great num- 


bers of whom he put to the ſword; and 
not a day elapſed without a ſkirmiſh and 
flughter., The time for celebrating the 
feſtival of the pentecoſt now approaching, 
ſuch multitudes afl-mbled from all parts of 
the covntry, that the city, and even the 
avenues of the temple, were crouded with 
people, moſt of whom were provided with 
arms. Phaſael undertook to defend the 
walls, while Herod, with but a ſmall 
number of troops, guarded the palace, 


Herod attacked the people in the ſuburbs 


by ſurprize, and purſued the aſſault with 


fo much vigour that many were ſlain, and 
the ſeſt put to flight, tome taking refuge 
in the city, ſome in the temple, and others 
behind an adjacent rampart. | 


| Matters being thus circum{lanced, An- 


tigonus offered terms for a reconciliation, 
propoſing that Pacorus, the king's officer, 
already mentioned, ſhould be umpire, 
Phaſael accepted this propoſition, and ad- 
mitted Pacorus with five hunared cavalry 
into the city. Concealing his deſign of fa- 
vouring the cauſe of Antigonus, the trea— 
cherous Parthian, under pretext of ſuppreſ- 
ling the inſurrection, prevailed upon Pha— 
ſael to diſpatch an embaſſy to Barzaphanes 
with reſpect to the reſtoration of public 
tranquility. . 

Herod was averſe to this meaſure ; and 
he repeatedly exhorted his brother againſt 


the Barbarians, whoſe diſpolition were trea- 
cherous by nature ; and he urged his bro- 
ther to put Pacorus to death, inſtead of 


the ſcheme of deſtruction which the inſi- 
nuating traitor was preparing, To avoid 
the ſuſpicion of Phatzel, and give an ap- 
pearance of plauſibility to bis deſign, Pa- 
corus with Hyrcanus followed Phalael out 
of the city, leaving Herod with ſome of 
the people called freemen by the Barbarians, 

Upon their arrival in Galilee, they found 
a diviſion prevailing among the people, 
who had taken up arms : but the governors, 


however, gave them the meeting. By 


Hattery 


and Phaſael, who, after an obſtinate battle fyrcanve F 
A la'ae 


force the enes 
Hereupon, Herod my into the 


ſtationed a guard ot fixty men in the adja- ple. 


negociating with, or repoſing confidence in, 


ſuffering himſelf to be made the dupe to 
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themſelves diſpoſed to aſſiſt Antigonus 3The Carmes 
and he commanded them to gain poſſefſion ht dens bin 


NUgOnus 3 
hut the ere» 
and my, and pur- 
ſue them to 
Jeruſaiem, 
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The particu- 
lars of the 
treachery ex- 
plained, 


Phaſael and 


Hyrcanus 


' ſeized by the 


arthiane. 


HISTORY OF THE 


flattery and preſents, Barzaphanes diſgut- 


fed his treachery : but he had ſtationed a 


party of troops to ſurprize them on the 
road they were to purſue after parting with 
him. They were conducted to a place 


called Ecdipon, ſituated near the ſea, 


where they were informed that the Par- 
thians had 1 to be ray them, in con- 
ſequence of Antigonus having promiſed a 


gratuity of a thouſand talents, ſeveral wo- 


men belonging to theſe unfortunate people, 
and others, amounting in the whole to five 
hundred; and that the treacherous deſign 
would not have been ſo long deferred, but 
for the apprehenſion, that it would be fru- 
ſtrated, if attempted to be carried into ef- 
fect previous to Herod's arrival at Jeruſalem. 

A Syrian, named Saramalla, the moſt 
wealthy man of his country, having related 
the whole ſcheme of treachery to Ophelius, 
the latter communicated the particulars to 
Phaſael, urging him to purſue meaſures 
for his own ſafety: but, determined on no 
conſideration whatever, to abandon Hyr- 
canus, he ſought Barzaphanes, whom he 
upbraided with treachery, ſaying he was 
able to give a greater ſum for his life than 
Antigonus had offered for the kingdom. 
Upon this, with horrid imprecations, Bar- 
zaphanes denied the guilt imputed to hm. 
Upon the departure of Barzaphanes, Pha- 


ſael and Hyrcanus were taken into cuſtody 


by the Parthian guards. 

According to the directions of Barzapha- 
nes, Pacorus endeavoured to intice Herod 
out of the town, with a deſign of making 
him a priſoner, but this ſtratagem did not 
ſucceed. Mariamne, the daughter of Hyr- 
canus, one of the wiſeſt women of her 
time, diſſuaded him from expoling himſelt 
to the treacherous deſigns of the Barbari- 
ans. Pacorus adviſed him to go forth, 
ſaying that on his way he would meet his 
letters, whereby he would be convinced, 
that his brother was not deprived of his 
liberty. The ſtratagems that Pacorus had 
put in practice having failed, he diviſed 


other means for getting Herod into his 


power : but in the interim, Herod and 
ſome of his relations eſcaped by night, and 


directed their courſe towards Idumea. Be- 


ing purſued by the Parthians, Herod ſent 
forward his mother, brother, and Mariamne, 


to whom he was betrothed, and her youn- 


ger brother, and made preparations for op- 
poſing the enemy. Having conquered the 
Parthians in ſeveral engagements, Herod 
retired to the caſtle of Maſſada. He was 
now more harraſſed by the Jews than he 
had lately been by the Parthians. They 
attacked him about ſixty furlongs from 
Jeruſalem, but he defeated them with great 
ſlaughter. In commemoration of this ex- 
ploit, he conſtructed upon the ſpot where 
the battle was fought, a magnificient palace 


5 a 


and a caſtle of great ſtrength ; and after his 


own name, he called the place Herodion 

While Herod was at Threfla® in Idume,. 
his brother Joſeph adviſed him to diſmig. 
a part of his followers, whom he Judged 
to be too numerous to be entertained jn 
the caſtle of Maſlada, computing them to 
have increaſed to upwards of three thou. 
ſand. 3 

Herod diſpoſed of his relations and the 
moſt valuable of his followers in the caſtle 
which he furniſhed with ſuch proviſions as 
he deemed would be neceſſary in caſe of a 
ſiege; he appointed eight hundred men as 
a guard to the women; and leſſened the 
number of his followers, by diſmiſſing to 
Idumea ſuch as appeared likely to prove of 
the leaſt ſervices He now proceeded to. 
wards a city in Arabia called Petra. 


The Parthians at Jeruſalem forcibly en- TheP, 


tered the habitations of thoſe who were ab. 2 9 
crulalen 


ſent, and made booty of all the property 
they could find; they even ſeized the trea- 
ſure of the royal palace: but they ſpared that 
of Hyrcanus, which did not amount to three 
hundred talents. The ſpoil obtained by the 
Barbarians was not ſo conſiderable as the 
expected ; for Herod, being ſenſible of their 
rapacious diſpoſition, had the precaution to 


remove his moſt valuable treaſure to Idumea; 


and this example was followed by his com- 
panions. After the plunder of the town, 
the Parthians proceeded to an outrageous 
and bloody war in the adjacent countries, 
They laid the city of Mariſſa in ruins ; de- 
clared Antigonus king and ſurrendered 
Phaſael and Hyrcanus to him in bonds. 
Antigonus tore off the ears of Hyrcanus 
with his teeth, in order to diſqualify him 
from aſſuming the high-prieſthood ; no 
blemiſhed or maimed perſon being deemed 
eligible to the pontifical dignity. _ 
Phaſael eſcaped the vengeance of Antigo- 
nus; for though his hands were confined, 
he found means to deprive himſelf of life, 
which he effected by daſhing his head againſt 


a ſtone: and by this reſolute act he proved 


that he was not of the degenerate ſpirit that 


Hyrcanus poſſeſſed, but worthy to be called 
the brother of Herod. A report is circula- 


ted of Phaſael, that he repented having 


offered violence to himſelf, and that Anti- 
gonus ſent to him a phyſician, who adminiſ- 
tered poiſon to his wounds. It is alſo rela- 
ted, that previous to his deceaſe, he was 
informed by a woman that his brother had 
eſcaped, whereupon he declared that he 
ſhould die happy, fince he ſhould leave a 
friend who would revenge his injuries. 

The Parthians were highly incenſed 
againſt Antigonus, on account of his inca- 
pacity to deliver the five hundred women, 
agreeable to the ſtipulation : the matter, 
however, was ſettled at Jerufalem, and 
Al. Reſſa. Vide Antiq. I. 14. c. 25. 2 

| Hyrcanus 
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brother, judged that a ſum of money was 
the only means by which he could re- 
deem him from the power of the avaricious 
Barbarians: and therefore he determined 
on a journey in order to ſolicit pecunia 
Aange 0 Malichus, the kibe 7 of Ar 
bia, reſting his expectations of ſucceſs on 
the ancient friendſhip between the Arabian 
and Antipater, his father, and propofing 
to reſign the ſon of Phaſael, aged only ſeven 
years, as a ſecurity; and the Tyrians joined 
in the requeſt of Herod. But the unhapp 
fate of Phaſael diſappointed the laudable 
and generous intention of his brother ; who 
conſidered his ſituation among the Parthi- 


ans to be very precarious, ſince Malichus 


had commanded him to leave his dominions, | 
on the pretext that the Parthians, by the 


agency of their ambaſſadors, had inſiſted on 
his being expelled the country : but the 
real cauſe of his ingratitude was a naturally 
liberal and contracted mind, which would 
not permit him to acknowledge and acquit 
to the ſon the obligations he had incurred 
to the father. 
Finding that the circumſtances which he 
expected would have procured him the 
friendſhip of the Parthians had made them 
his enemies, he delivered to the meſſengers 
an anſwer dictated by a troubled mind, and 
then marched towards Egypt. In the even- 
ing he joined a number of his people whom 


he had left in a caſtle on his way, and on 


vod nobly 
eyed by 

Ltopatra at 
aandria, 


where he received the afflicting intelligence 
of his brother's death. After paying a tri- 
bute of grief to the memory of the deceaſed, 
he continued his march. Repenting of his 
unjuſtifiable conduct, Malichus diſpatched 


meſſengers to invite Herod to return: but 
this meaſure was taken too late to be at- 


tended with ſucceſs. Arriving at Peluſium, 
the officers made a difficulty of granting 


Herod a paſs: but upon his making appli- 


cation to the magiſtrates, they permitted 
him to purſue what courſe he approved ; 
and he then embarked for Alexandria, where 
he was honourably and magnificently re- 
ceived by Cleopatra, who being on the point 
of engaging in an important enterprize, was 
deſirous of inveſting him with a military 


command. But Herod being determined 


to proceed to Rome, neither the queen's 
entreaties, the rigourous ſeaſon of the year, 
nor the danger of the ſeas, were ſufficient 
to change his =o eng Embarking for 
Pampbylia, the weather was ſo tempeſtuous, 
that it was deemed neceflary to throw part 
of the cargo overboard : but after man 


Rhodes, where he found public affairs in 


an embaraſſed ſituation, in conſequence of 


the war with Caffius, He was generouſly 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 
Hyrcanus was ſent in bonds to Parthia. 1 
Herod being ignorant of the death of his 


— 


received by his friends Saphinas and. Pto- 


lemy ; and though he was diſtreſſed for 
money, he procured a ſtrong veſſel to con- 
vey him to Brundufium, from whence he 
proceeded to Rome. On his artival, he 
waited upon Antony, and informed him of 
his friends and relations being beſieged in 


taken a dangerous voyage, for the purpoſe 
of paying his reſpects to, and ſupplicatin 

the countenance and afliſtance of the friend 
of his deceaſed father. From a regard to 


the memory of Antipater, and a conſci- 


y || ouſneſs of his own merits, Antony reſolved 


to promote Herod to the ſovereignty of the 
Jews, being in ſome degree influenced by 
his antipathy to Antigonus, whom he con- 
lidered as a man of a ſeditious temper, and 
diſaffected to the Roman empire. 

A ſenate being aſſembled, which Herod 
attended, Meſſala and Atratinus expatiated 
on the great merits of Antipater, and re- 
preſented Antigonus as an enemy to the 
{tate of Rome, in contempt of whoſe au- 
thority he had accepted the crown from 


y When on the 
. dangers and difficulties, Herod landed at 


tated the ſenate againſt Antigonus; and 
Antony declared that, on account of the 


ly advantageous to appoint Herod king of 
the Jews. 


the riſing of the ſenate, the conſuls and 
other magiſtrates firſt departed, to give or- 


ders reſpecting ſacrifices, and depoſit the 
the following day he arrived at Rinoculora, 


decrees of the ſenate in the capitol, Herod 
went forth, being attended by Cæſar on one 
fide of him, and by Antony on the other. 
Herod concluded the firſt day of his reign 


Antony. 
EN #8 & . 


Antigonus befieges Maſſada. Joppa ſubdued, 
and Maſſada beſieged by Herod, who takes 


cho. A maſſacre upon the Feus by Ma- 
cherus, Samoſata ſurrendered to Antony, 


Rome, Antigonus beſieged the caſ- 
tle of Maſſada, where the people had ſuf- 
ficient ſupplies of all neceſſaries except 
water, a deficiency of which article reduced 
them to ſuch extremity, that Joſeph, the 


privately retreating from the caſtle by night, 
in company with two hundred of his moſt 
particular friends, in order to requeſt the 


repented his injurious treatment to Herod, 
caſtle, abundance of rain repleniſhed the 


reſervoirs, and veſſels, and rendered his 
removal no longer neceſſary, Being thus 


'6L. 


the caſtle of Maſſada, ſaying he had under- 


the Parthians, Their diſcourſes greatly irri- | 


war with the Parthians, it would be high- 


x He was by an unanimous 1% de- 
voice, promoted to the ſovereignty. Upon clared king 


at a ſuperb entertainment provided by 


poſſeſſion of Sepphoris, and plunders Feri- 


URING the above occurrences at Maſſada be- 


brother of Herod, conceived a deſign of 


aſſiſtance of Malichus, who he had learnt 


point of deſerting to the 


ſeaſonably relieved, the troops made fre- 
quent 


55 


of the Jews 
dy the ſenate. 


ſieged by An- 
tigonus, and 
in extreme 
want of water. 
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frequent ſallies upon the beſiegers, whom 
they ſometimes openly oppoſed by day, and 
at other times ſurprized under favour of 
the night. In theſe actions they put a great 
number of the enemy to death; but they 


did not al ways eſcape without confiderable | 
for them. So threatening was the aſpect 
| of affairs, that Herod deemed it prudent 


injury to themſelves. 


In the interim, a Roman general; named 
Ventidius, being diſpatched to chace the 


Parthians out of Syria, entered Judea, under 


the pretence of affording relief to Maſſada, 
Pena but his real motive was to make booty of 
Kaan Ati the treaſure of Antigonus. After having 


onus's trea- conſiderably enriched himſelf, he departed, | 


— leaving Silo with a ſmall party of troops, 
for the purpoſe of concealing his deception; 
for he was apprehenſive, that by with- 
drawing the whole army, he ſhould incur 
the charge of having acted from motives of 
avarice. Upon the departure of Ventidius, 
Antigonus expected to receive aſſiſtance 
from the Parthians, and he bribed Silo not 

to oppoſe his proceedings. Having re- 
paired from Rome to Ptolemais, Herod 
collected a formidable army of his country- 
men and ' ſtrangers. At the inſtance of 
Antony, Dellius prevailed upon Ventidius | 
and Silo to join Herod ; and being thus 
reinforced, he marched into Galilee to op- 
poſe Antigonus. While on his march, the 
number of his followers greatly increaſed. 
Having reſolved - to attempt relieving 
his friends who were beſieged in Maſſada, 
he deemed it prudent firſt to reduce Joppa, 

| fince he could not ſafely proceed to Jeruſa- 
lem, while the force of that city remained 
behind him. Silo availed himſelf of an 
opportunity of deſerting the cauſe he had 
eſpouſed, and being purſued by the Jews in 
the intereſt of Antigonus, Herod engaged 
and defeated them, and brought Silo away. 

Hered takes Having reduced Joppa, Herod marched 

Joppa, and to the relief of Maſſada, his army being 

ar ſtrengthened by the people of the country, 

Maſſada. | 4 : ; : 
The ſiege being raiſed, Herod, taking with 
him the moſt valuable effects he had left in 

the caſtle, proceeded to Jeruſalem, where 
many of Silo's followers, and the inhabi- 
tants of the city ſubmitted to his authority. 
He encamped on the weſt ſide of the town, 
Where his troops were greatly annoyed by 
the darts and arrows of the enemy. By a 
herald he made proclamation round the 
walls, that he had no view in the preſent 
expedition, but the ſecurity of the city and 
the general welfare of the people, offering 
an amneſty to his enemies of every deno- 
mination, By continual noiſe and clamour, 
Antigonus endeayoured to prevent the de- 

| claration of the herald from being heard by 
the populace; and having given orders for 
battle, ſuch immenſe numbers of lances 


and arrows were diſcharged from the tow- 


ers, that the aſſailants were compelled to 


N 


[Cæſar, Antony and the ſenate, and promi- 


1 


; 


ſhould be ſatisfied. He ordered them a- 


ambuſhes among the paſſes of the moun- 
tains, in order to intercept the conveyance 


doned, and that five hundred of the inha- 


— 


retreat. 


t tigues of the winter: He now determined 
8 8 to 


The corruption of Silo now became in 
diſputably evident from the complaints of 
the ſoldiers, who urged, that they had 
neither proviſions nor money; that the 
country had been ravaged by Antigonus; 
and that no winter quarters were provided 


to apply to the people under the command 
of Silo, in order to prevent a revolt, He 
therefore reminded them; that he acted 
under the authority of a commiſſion from' 


ſed, that if they would preſerve their pa- 
tience only for one day, all their demands 


bundant ſupplies of proviſions; fo that 
Silo had no further cauſe of complaint. 
To guard againſt a ſcarcity in future, 
Herod wrote for cattle, corn, oil, wine, 
and other neceſſaries to be conveyed from 
Samaria, which was then under his pro- 
tection. Antigonus diſperſed troops in 


of proviſions to Herod's army. | 

In the interim, Herod, with five com- 
panies of Romans, five of Jews, and a 
ſmall party of horſe, proceeded towards 
Jericho. He found the city entirely aban- 


bitants, with their wives and families, had 
ſought refuge among the mountains; and 
theſe people he took, but afterwards ſet 
them free. In this place the Roman army 
gained immenſe booty, After ſtationing a 
3 in the town, and appointing the 
oman troops to winter- quarters in Idu- 
mea, Galilee, and Samaria, Herod return- 
ed. Antigonus, by means of preſents, 
prevailed upon Silo to permit a part of his 
army to be quartered in Lydda, imagining 
that he ſhould thereby obtain the favour of 
Antony. The Romans were now happy 
in the enjoyment of perfect tranquillity, 
and an abundance of all the neceſſaries of 
life. But Herod, naturally averſe to a ſtate 
of inactivity, diſpatched four hundred ca- 
valry, and two thouſand infantry, under 
the command of his brother Joſeph, for the 
purpoſe of fortifying Idumea againſt any 
future attempt of Antigonus; and, after 
accompanying his mother and other rela- 
tions, whom he had reſcued ffom the caſ- 
tle of Maſſada, to Samaria, he left them 
there in a ſtate of ſecurity, and proceeded 
to aſſault the garriſons that Antigonus poſ- 
ſeſſed in the province of Galilee, He ar- 
rived at Sepphoris during a great fall of Herod take 
ſnow, and the place being immediately pe e, 
abandoned by the garriſon, he took pol- 
ſeſſion of it, and finding proviſions exceed- 
ingly plentiful, he remained there three 
months, to refreſh his troops after the fa- 


flo de · 


fee 
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Atom by croſſing the river. 


to exterminate the numerous banditti who 


took refuge in the caverns, and by frequent 


incurſions. committed greater devaſtation 
than the country would have ſuſtained from 
an open war: He diſpatched a body of 
horſe and three companies of foot to Arbela, 
to which place, at the end of forty days; 
Herod went in perſon at the head of the re- 


maining part of his army. The robbers 
collected themſelves into a body, and repo- 


fing great confidence in the military quali- 
fications of their chief; prepared for an en- 
gagement. The right wing of the banditti 
put the left wing of Herod's army to the 
rout : but at a ſeaſonable moment, he wheel- 
ed to the relicf of the troops who were in 
danger, and the enemy were not able to 
withitand his ſuperior power: he purſued 
them to the Jordan, and in their flight put 
great numbers to death ; the reſt eſcaped 
Thus was Galilee 
delivered from the robbers, but as ſome tew 
of the fraternity ſtill remained concealed in 
the caves, Herod did not quit the country 
immediately. 

That his ſoldiers might enjoy the firſt 
fruits of their ſervices, he ordered one hun- 
dred and fifty drachms to be given to each 
private man, and proportionate rewards to 
the officers : and he then ordered his troops 
into winter quarters. He commiſſioned 


Pheroras, his youngeſt brother, to furniſh 


proviſions, and ſurround Alexandrion with 
a wall; and his commands were punctually 
obeyed. + Meck | 
Ventidius ſent advices to Herod and Silo, 
purporting, that when the affairs of Judea 
ſhould no longer demand their attention, 
they ſhould aſſiſt Antony, who was then at 
Athens, in- purſuing the war againſt the 
Parthians. Hercupon, Silo departed : but 
Herod reſolved not to quit the country till 


he had cleared it of the robbers who had 


taken refuge in the caverns of rocks, amidſt 
dangerous and terrifying precipices. The 
hiding places being only acceſſible by intri- 
cate windings, it was not without great dif- 
ficulty that the king determined upon the 
means of executing his deſign. At length, 
he adopted the following expedient: he 


cauſed a number of ſtrong caſes of wood to 


be formed, and foldiers to be lowered in 
them from the top of the mountain to the 


dewbbers entrances of the caves, where the robbers 


ved. 


were concealed, and by means of their 
weapons and fire they put the thieves to 
death. Being deſirous that ſome of them 
ſhould be ſaved, Herod cauſed proclamation 
to be made, that mercy ſhould be extended 
to ſuch as would ſurrender: but they all 
rejected this offer, and even thoſe who were 
made priſoners, preferring death to the loſs 
of liberty, deſtroyed themſelves. 
and ſeven ſons of an aged man implored his 
permiſſion to ſurrender themſelves; when 
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— 
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ordering them to quit the cave, as they ap- 


| peared he ſlew them. Herod, who beheld 


this ſhocking . ſcene from an eminence, en- 
deavoured by ſigns to divert the old man 
from his purpoſe, but without effect. After 
deſtroying his family, and exclaiming againſt 
the king, as being a man of an abject ſpi- 
rit, he threw himſelf down the precipice; 
Leaving a body of troops under the com- 
mand Gt Ptolemy for preventing a revolt, 
Herod returned to Samaria. 
of three thouſand foot, armed with bucklers, 
and ſix hundred horſe, Herod marched 
againſt Antigonus. Taking advantage of 
Herod's abſence, the inſurgents of Galilee 


attacked Ptolemy by ſurpriſe, and put him 


to death. After committing great devaſtation 
in the country, they fled to the marſhy lands, 
and ſuch other places as they thought might 
afford them ſhelter. Herod led an army 
againſt theſe diſturbers of the public peace; 
and put great numbers of them to the ſword. 
Having relieved the caſtles they had blocked 


ſup, he impoſed a fine of a hundred talents 


Upon, Une cities where the tumults had hap- 
ned. 

The Parthians being defeated in a hattle 
wherein Pacorus was flain, Antony com- 
manded Ventidius to ſend a reinforcement to 
Herod of a thouſand horſe and two legions; 
under the command of Macherus. Anti- 
gonus wrote to Macherus an account of the 
indignities he had received from Herod, 
offering a large ſum of money, on conditi- 
on of receiving his ſupport in the war : but 
being recommended to the oppoſite party, 
who he expected would prove the more li- 
beral benefactor, the propoſal was declined: 
Contrary to the advice of Herod, Macherus 
determined to aſſume an appearance of friend- - 
ſhip, and, under pretence of negociating the 
propoſed treaty, to reconnoitre the ſtate and 
diſpoſition of Antigonus's army. But An- 
tigonus ſuſpecting his deſign, refuſed him 


admittance to the city, and annoyed him 


with darts and arrows. Macherus was ſo 
diſconcerted by this repulſe, that he re- 


815 
The deſpe= 


rate act of an 
old man. 


With a force 


The death of 
Ptolemy, * 


treated to Ammaus#, and in the violence 71, eruelty 
of his rage put to death all the Jews he met of Macherus, 


with, regardleſs of their 
or enemies. | N 

Theſe barbarous outrages ſo exaſperated 
Herod, that he determined to execute ven- 
geance upon Macherus, and treat him as a 
profeſſed enemy: but upon reflection, he 
deemed it moſt expedient to ſubmit his com- 
plaint to Antony. Upon the departure of 
Herod, being conſcious of the enormity of 
his offence, Macherus haſtened after him, 
and by means of ſubmiſſions and the moſt 
earneſt entteaties effected a reconciliation. 
Herod, howeves, {till held his reſolution of 
going to Antony; and learning that he-was 


being either friends 


li — 


then with a powerful army engaged in the 


—* Al. Emmaus. 
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Samoſata 


taken by An- fidelity and reſolution. The reduction ot 


tony and 
Herod, 


oſe ph, the 
brother of 
Herod kille 
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ſiege of Samoſata, a city of conſiderable 
ſtrength, fituated upon the Euphrates, he 
was induced to proceed with the greater ex- 
pedition; for he conſidered this as a favour- 


able opportunity of acquiring the friendſhip 


of Antony, by a ſeaſonable diſplay of his 


the place was accelerated by the arrival of 
Herod, who committed a great ſlaughter 


upon the Barbarians; and a confiderable 


portion of the ſpoil became his property. 
This inſtance of Herod's attachment and 
intrepidity ſerved greatly to increaſe the eſ- 
teem that Antony entertained towards him; 
and it acquired him great honour, and in- 
ſpired the hope that he ſhould be able firmly 
to eſtabliſn himſelf in his government. 


Hr X18, 


—_— 


Foſeph killed. Antigonus ſucceſsful. Sofius 


appointed governor of S'ria. Herod mi- 


raculouſly delivered. Pappus beheaded. 


Feruſalem ſubdued, Antigonus condemned 
to die. | 


"A URIN G the aboveoccurrences, an un- 
happy chanye took place in the affairs 


of Judea, which country Herod hadleftunder 


the government of his brother Joſeph, with 


_ a ſtrict injunction againſt attempting any 


enterprize againſt Antigonus; for on account 
of the former conduct of Macherus, he en- 
tertained doubts of his fidelity, and was un- 


willing to afford him an opportunity of 


betraying Joſeph. When his brother had 
departed, however, Joſeph, regardleſs of the 
orders he had received, marched his own 
troops, and five companies of horſe, provi- 
ded by Macherus, towards Jericho, in order 
to carry away the corn, which had then 
arrived to maturity. He encamped on the 
mountains, where he was attacked by the 
enemy, who having greatly the advantage in 
point of ſituation, cut off the five companies 


of Roman cavalry, lately raiſed in Syria, 


there being among them no veteran troops 


to make amends for their deficiency in point 


of diſcipline, ſkill and experience. In this 
action Joſeph was ſlain by Pappus. He 

d. was a man of undaunted bravery, and emi- 
nent for his military qualifications. 


Not ſatisfied with victory, the brutality || 


of Antigonus's temper urged him to inſult 
the body with blows, and to ſever the head 
of the deceaſed Joſeph, notwithſtanding 
Pheroras offered fifty talents in conſideration 
of the corps of the deceaſed being ſuffered to 
remain entire. The ſucceſs of Antigonus 
produced a great change in the affairs of 
Galilee. The adherents to Antigonus drown- 
ed the moſt conſiderable of the Herodi- 
ans in the lake. There was alſo a great 
revolution in Idumea, where Macherus re- 


built the walls, and fortified the caſtle of 
Gath, . | 


— 


ͤ——— — 


| 


in the war againſt Antigonus. Soſius dif- 
patched forward two companies to jojn 


Herod in Judea, and followed with the reſt 


of his troops. 

While at Daphne, in the ſuburbs of 
Antioch, Herod had a dream, which he 
underſtood as foreboding the death of his 
brother. Being ſtrongly affected by the 


viſion, he leaped from his bed, at which 


inſtant meſſengers arrived-with an account 
of the death of Joſeph. The violence of 
his grief having abated, the king loſt not 
an inſtant 1n ſeeking revenge upon the ene- 
my. Attended by one Roman cohort, he 
arrived at Mount Libanus, and thence 
taking eight hundred of the inhabitants, 
departed by night, directing his march to- 
wards Galilee. PFuriouſly aſſaulting the 
enemy, he put them to flight, and obliged 
them to retire into a caſtle which they had 
quitted the preceding day. This place he 
aſſaulted : but on the approach of winter 
was under the neceſſity of drawing off his 
forces, and ſheltering them in an adjacent 
village. In a few days Herod was rein- 
forced by a company ſent by Antony; and 
the arrival of this ſuccour threw the gar- 


favour of the night, they eſcaped from 
. 5 


Burning with impatience to revenge the 


death of Joſeph, Herod haſtened to Jeri- 


cho, where he was preſerved in fo mira- 
culous a manner, that he muſt appear to 
bave been under the peculiar care of pro- 
vidence. Having given a ſplendid ſupper 
to a number of perſons of diſtinction, the 
company had no ſooner retired than the 
king quitted the apartment where the en- 
tertainment had been held, at which inſtant 
the roof fell in. Deeming this circum- 


away early the next morning. About ſix 
thouſand of the enemy having deſcended 
from the mountains, they engaged in a ſkir- 
miſh with Herod's van-guard : but dreading 
a cloſe encounter with the Romans, they 
ventured only to aſſail them at a diſtance 
with ſtones and arrows ; and by one of the 
latter, which was diſcharged at random, 
Herod received a wound in his (ide. 

Antigonus diſpatched a body of troops 
under the command of Pappus, his inti- 


In the interim, Herod conquered five 
towns, committed great devaſtation in the 
enemy's country, and put two thouſand of 
the inhabitants to death ; after which he 


returned to his army, which was encamp- 


ed adjacent to the village of Cana. He 
was daily joined by great numbers of Jews 
from Jericho and other parts ; many being 

| influenced 


* 


riſon into ſuch conſternation that, under 


ſtance a cautionary preſage, he marched, 


mate friend, in order to ſubdue Macherus. 


| [B00 A. 
Upon the reduction of Samoſata, Anty.Sou ., 
ny nominated Soſius to the government of ice, 


Syria, commanding him to ſupport Herod gy" © 
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pus 
ek off, 


by the love of change: 


nues of the place. 


aof the head of Pap 


influenced by a reſpect to Herod, others by 
an averſion to Antigonus, and ſome merely 
Herod Was ex- 
ceedingly anxious to proceed to battle; and 
the adverſe army marched againſt him with 

reat reſolution; and ſuch as were not op- 


poſes to the troops under the conduct of 


erod, made a bold refiſtance ; but where- 
ever he engaged, the enemy were made 


fatally ſenſible of his great ſuperiority, to 


ſuch extraordinary activity and courage was 
he animated by the thirſt of vengeance for 
the death of his brother. Where Herod 
obſerved the enemy in a body, he broke in 
upon them with ſurprizing fury, threw 
them into diforder, and conſtantly put 


them to the rout. Pappus's army was 


thrown into the moſt extreme confuſion ; 
great numbers ſought refuge in the town 
they had before quitted, where being pur- 
ſued by Herod, the buildings were inſtant- 
ly filled, and the roofs of them coyered by 
the fugitives: the houſes were deſtroyed, 
and thoſe who eſcaped meeting their fate 
under the ruins were put to death by the 
ſword. The ſlaughter was ſo great, that 
it was with much difficulty the victors 
were able to march over the heaps of dead 
bodies that covered all the ſtreets and ave- 
On this occaſion 'the 
people of the country experienced feelings 
terrible beyond all deſcription. Elated by 
this ſucceſs, Herod would have led his 
victorious troops immediately to Jeruſalem, 
had not that expedition been rendered im- 
practicable by the rigour of the winter ſea- 
ſon ; which was the only obſtacle to his 
obtaining a compleat conqueſt, and effec- 
tually ruining Antigonus, who was at that 
time actually making preparations for a- 
bandoning the capital of the Kingdom. 

In the evening, Herod diſmiſſed his peo- 
ple in order to recruit their ſtrength and 
ſpirits after the fatigue of the battle ; and 
the king retired to refreſh himſelf by ba- 
thing, attended only by one domeſtic, In 
his way to the bath, he. was met b 
three ſoldiers: following, each other, with 
drawn ſwords in their hands, who, upon 
perceiving the king, fled in the utmoſt cen- 


ſternation from the houſe where they had 


taken ſhelter, Happily the king was not 
moleſted by theſe people, whoſe whole 
attention was engroſſed upon preſerving 


being no perſons near to prevent their eſ- 
cape. On the following day Herod cauſed 
pus, Antigonus's general, 
by whom Joſeph had been ſlain, to be 
ſtruck off; and he ſent the head to Phero- 
ras, with a view to afford him. ſome de- 
ores of conſolation for the common loſs 
they had ſuſtained in the death of their 
brother: 


Upon the return of ſpring, Herod mar- 


. 


WARS br THE GJEWE 


>», 


* 


ched to Jeruſalem, and deemed it expe- 
dient to affault the place in that quartef 
where Ptolemy had Formerly made a ſuc- 
ceſsful attempt. This ſiege was commen⸗- 
ced in the third year after he had been 
proclaimed king at Rome. He aſſigned the 


| officers their reſpective ſtations and duties; 


nominated each man to a poſt in the ſuburbs 
ordered three ramparts to be raiſed, 1 
towers to be erected thereon, Having 
given the neceſſary commiſſions to perſons 
in whoſe integrity and diligence. he could 


| ſafely confide, Herod repaired to damaria, 


in order to eſpouſe Mariamne, daughter of 
Ariſtobulus; the ſon of Alexander, to whom 
he had been ſome time contracted; and on 
this occaſion he evinced his contempt of 
his enemies, by proſecuting the ſiege of the 
city and a matrimonial negotiation at the 

ſame time: | 
After his 


rable reinforcements: 


muſter the army was found to conſiſt of 
eleven regiments, and fix hundred horſe, 
excluſive of a conſiderable body of Syrian 
auxiliaries, The aflault was made upon 
the northern quarter of the town. Herod 
founded his right upon the dectee of the 
Roman ſenate, conſtituting him king : and 
Soſius urged that he was authoriſed by 
the commiſſion of Antony to ſupport Herod 
in the war. . | 
The Jews in the city were thrown into 
the utmoſt conſternation ; and in the mean 
time the military were employed in coun- 
teracting the operation of the aſſailants. 
Herod ſtationed ambuſhes to ſurpriſe. the 
people who were ravaging the country, and 
cauſed proviſions to be brought from 
diſtant parts for the ſervice of his army. 
With unabating fortitude the Jews main= 
tained their defence; but it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that the Romans ſurpaſſed 
them in military ſkill. By mining, an art in 
which they excelled, and by ſurpriſes, they 


y || frequently put the aſſailants to diſadvan- 


tage, when it was little expected. | 
After Herod had proſecuted the ſiege for 
the ſpace. of nine months, a breach was 
made; and a ſelect party of Herod's army, 
ſeconded by ſome of the Centurions under 
the command of Sofius, mounted the wall, 


|| and effected an entrance into the city. They 
their own lives, which they effected, there 


ſurrounded the temple; and in the mean 
time the reſt of the army arriving, a terrible 
maſſacre enſued : no reſpect was paid either 
to ſex or age, nor were even the lives ſpared 
of thoſe who ſought refuge in the holy 
temple. So great was the ſlaughter, that 
all the ſtreets and buildings were encumber- 
ed with the mangled carcaſſes of the ſlain. 
On the penalty of forfeiting their claim to 
allegiance, Herod, enjoined his people to 


repreſs their rage; but they were ſo irritated, 
6M by, 


defic yed by 


rriage with Mariamne, Herod mar- 
Herod returned to Jeruſalem with conſide- ried to 
Upon a genera] Mariamne. 


A great 
av ghter - 
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by the hardſhips they bad endured in the 
courſe of the fiege, that they continued the 


| 


laughter, and death triumphed in all his 


horcors. 


þ 
| 


The condudt of Antigonus was unwor- | 


thy his exalted ſtation: he deſcended from 


the tower of Baris, and meanly caſt him- 


tigona; notwithſtanding the effeminacy of | 
his behaviour, however, he was not treated | 


Antigonus 
ſentenced to 
loſe his head. 


ſelf at the feet of Soſius, who, while he 
remained in that diſgraceful poſture, up- 
braided him by ſaying that, inſtead of An- 
tigonus, he ſhould in future be called An- 


as a' woman, but put in chains and retained 
a priſoner. | 

Though Herod had 
victory, he had ſtill great difficulties to en- 


counter; for from a curioſity to ſee the 


things dedicated to God, the foreign auxi- 
liaries violently crouded into the temple; 
and as entreaties and menaces proved in- 


effectual, he was under the neceſſity of 
uſing force to repreſs their inſolence; for he 


deemed it neceſſary to diſappoint their de- 
figns, ſince if conqueſt was to prove the 
cauſe of the ſacred privacies being expoſed 
to common view, it would be a more un- 
happy event than a defeat. 


Herod being reſolved that the city ſhould j 


not be plundered, informed Soſius that, if 
the treaſure was ſeized and the town depo- 
pulated, he ſhould be the ſovereign of a 
deſart; and that he would not purchaſe the 
government of the univerſe at the expence 
of ſacrificing the lives of his ſubjects. So- 
ſius replied, that after what the troops had 
undergone, they would naturally expect 


ſome part of the pillage. Herod admitted || 


the force of Soſius's plea, and declared that 
every man ſhould be duly recompenſed out 
of his own private fortune. According to 
his promiſe, the king rewarded the private 
ſoldiers, and the officers, in proportion to 
their reſpective ſtations and deſerts ; and he 
preſented Soſius with gifts worthy the regal 
character: in ſhort, the liberality and mu- 
nificence which he diſplayed on this occa- 
ſion afforded univerſal ſatisfaction. Hav- 
ing dedicated a crown of gold to the Al- 
mighty, the Roman general departed from 
Jeruſalem, taking with him Antigonus in 
bonds, in order to deliver him up to Anto- 
ny. Even to his laſt moments, Antigonus 
flattered himſelf with the hopes of preſer- 
ving his life: but his expectations were 
diſappointed ; for he was ſentenced to the 
loſs of his head. 

The conqueſt of Jeruſalem having eſta- 
bliſhed Herod in the ſovereignty of Judea, 


he diſtinguiſhed thoſe who had eſpouſed 


his intereſts from the. friends of Antigonus ; 
he treated the former with great honour 
and reſpect, and cauſed great numbers of 
the others to be put to death. Being de- 


gained a compleat 


ö 


— 


value to Antony and other particular friends: 
but he was not able by theſe means to eſta- 
bliſh himſelf in a ſtate of ſecurity ; for An- 
tony had conceived ſo violent a paſſion for 
Cleopatra, that he had not power to deny 


ficient of ready money, he ſent articles of 


her moſt unreaſonable requeſts. This am- 
bitious princeſs had exerciſed her cruelty ſo 
extenſively among her kindred, that not one 
now remained : and her unbounded ayarice 
prompted her to direct her vengeance a- 
gainſt ſtrangers: As the means of poſſeſ- 
ling herſelf of their wealth, ſhe calumnia- 
ted the moſt reſpectable people, and pre- 
| vatled upon Antony to put them to death: 
to gratify her extravagant views, ſhe me. 
ditated the deſtruction of the Jews ang 
| Arabians, and proceeded ſo far as to ſolicit 


the king of thoſe people. Antony pre. 
{tended that he would comply: but to take 
away the lives of two virtuous princes, of 
whoſe conduct he had not the leaſt cauſe 
of complaint, appeared to be an a of ſo 
heinous a nature, that he could not reflect 
upon it without horror. However, he {6 
far yielded to her interceſſions as to diſ- 
continue his friendſhip towards them, and 
to deprive them of: a conſiderable part of 
their territories, particularly the lands of 
Jerricho, and, excepting Tyre and Sidon, 
all the cities upon the river Eleutherus, 
which he preſented to Cleopatra, When 
he was engaged in an expedition againſt 
the Parthians, ſhe accompanied him as far 
as the Euphrates, whence, by the way of 


Judea. | 
Notwithſtanding ſhe had already recei- 
ved very conſiderable ſums from Herod, 
the avarice of Cleopatra was ſtill unſatis- 
fied; and ſhe exacted from him the annual 
ſum of two hundred talents iſſuing out of 
the revenues of Judea; and, behaving to 
her with the utmoſt deference and reſpect, 
he conducted her to Peluſium. In a ſhort 
time, Anthony returned from the Parthian 


ſon of Tigranes, his priſoner, whom, to- 
gether with the great booty he had acquir- 
ed in the expedition, he preſented to Cleo- 
patra. 5 


CHAP. XIV. 


tony, After defeating the Syrians, He- 
rod ts routed by the Arabians. A dread- 
ful earthquake. Several Fewiſh ambaſ- 

| fadors put to death. Herod defeats the 

Arabians, who elect him their protector. 


AVING recovered Hyrcania + from 
the ſiſter of Antigonus, and his king- 
dom being in perfect tranquility, Herod 
reſolved to join Antony in proſecuting the 


— 


Cleopat 
meditate ' 
rum of t 


Antony to deſtroy Herod and Malichus, les and 


 Apamia and Damaſcus, ſhe proceeded into 


war, bringing with him Artabazes *, the 


Cleopatra diverts Herod from aſſiſting An- 


_ Al. Artabaſdes, 


+ Al. Hyrcanion. 
war 
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war with Auguſtus. But Cleopatra pre- 
vailed upon Antony to engage Herod in 
the Parthian war, flattering herſelf that if 


pſ0 
a. he proved victorious, ſhe ſhould gain the 


ſovereignty of Arabia, and that of Judea, if 
he was defeated. Having collected a nu- 


\ feats merous body of horſe, Herod encountered 


Fs, and defeated the Syrians in the neighbour- 


; 
| Soon after this defeat, 
Wil” the Arabians encamped an immenſe army 


4 by the 


m. at Canatha“, in Cale-Syria, in order to 


wait the arrival of Herod ; who, upon ob- 
ſerving their great- ſtrength, deemed a 
more than uſual precaution to be neceſſary ; 
and therefore he commanded his camp to 
be encloſed with a wall. Their late victo- 
ry had animated Herod's troops to ſuch 
impatience for battle that they could not 
be perſuaded to reſtrain their impetuoſity 
during the time that would have been oc- 
cupied in erecting the wall. The armies 
joined battle, and on the firſt aſſault the 
Arabians were put to flight ; but an officer 
in Cleopatra's ſervice, named Athenion, 
who had been long an inveterate enemy 
to Herod, leading a body of Canathenes to 
the relief of the fugitives, they reſumed 
their courage, and returned to the charge, 
routed the Herodians, purſued them 
through woods and other places of difficult 
paſſage, and put great numbers of them 
-to death, Some ot Herod's people eſcaped 
to a neighbouring village called Ormiza, 
where they were ſurrounded by the enemy, 
who alſo took poſſeſſion of the camp, and 
made priſoners of the men therein, Ina 
ſhort time Herod arrived with reinforce- 
ments, but the injury being already ſuſ- 
tained, his preſence was of no avail. 
The diſobedience of Herod's troops was 
the only cauſe of their defeat: for had not 
they precipitately urged to an engagement, 
Athenion would have had no opportunity 
of relieving the Arabians. Herod made re- 
peated incurſions and ſurpriſes upon the 
Arabians, and by many ſmall victories 
gained ample compenſation for the capital 
defeat his army had ſuſtained. 
At the beginning of ſpring, in the ſeventh 
year of Herod's reign, during the height of 
the war at Actium, his ſucceſſes were in- 


WW prodigious terrupted by a moſt dreadful earthquake, 
ein which ſwallowed: up thirty thouſand peo- 


ple, and cattle innumerable ; the army, 
that was then encamped in the field, eſcap- 
ed this judical calamity, which, though 
ſufficiently terrible in itſelf, was magnified 
by report; and the Arabians, imagining 
Judea to be utterly ruined, cheriſhed the 
flattering idea that they ſhould without 
difficulty, be able to gain poſſeſſion of the 
country, whither they marched, after hav- 
ing put to death the ambaſſadors ſent to 


— 
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Obſerving the ſpirits of his people to be 

greatly oppreſſed, Herod addreſſed to them 

a diſcourſe calculated to revive their cou- 

rage and fortitude, and finding it attended 

with the deſired ſucceſs, he croſſed the 

Jordan, and encamped his army at Phila- 

delphia, at no great diſtance ſrom the ſta- 

tion of the enemy. Between the armies 

was a Caſtle, of which the contending par- 

ties were equally deſirous of gaining poſ- 

ſeſſion. A party of the- Arabians having 

attempted to gain this poſt, they were re- 

pulſed by the Herodians, who afterwards 

gained poſſeſſion of the hill. Herod daily 

arranged his men in order of battle, and 

purſued every means he could ſuggeſt to 

provoke the enemy to an engagement. The 

Arabians were moſt numerous, but the Jews 

were greatly ſuperior in point of bravery. 

A general conſternation prevailed in the 

Arabian army, and Altemus, their general 

was particularly alarmed. All his endea- 

vours to draw the enemy out to battle 

proving ineffectual, Herod attacked them 

in their intrenchments, and threw them - 

into the utmoſt confuſion. During the 

battle the ſlaughter was not great; but 

Herod proving victorious, great numbers of 

the enemy were ſlain in the purſuit, and 

others being ,trampled to death by their 

own people, the loſs of men amounted to 

five thouſand, and the reſt were driven 

into the camp, where they were ſoon ſur- 

rounded and beſieged by Herod. Being in 

great diſtreſs from a want of water, they 

ſent ambaſſadors to offer Herod fifty talents, 

on condition of his putting a period to the, , er; 

war: but he treated the ambaſſadors with a viaory over 

the utmoſt contempt, not condeſcending the Arabians, 

to hear the terms they were commiſſioned 2 

to propoſe. Their thirſt, at length, be- tection. 

came ſo intolerable, that in the ſpace of 

five days, four thouſand of them ſurrendered 

to the Jews, and they were put into bonds: 

and on the ſixth day, in the extremity of 

deſpair,. the reſt urged the Jews to an en- - 

counter, in which ſeven thouſand of the 

Arabians were ſlain, Thus was Herod's 

revenge gratified : and his adverſaries were 


| ſo effectually humbled, that they ſupplica- 


ted him to become their protector. 


CH AF; XV. 


Caeſar's generoſity to Herod, who is confirmed 
in his government. He is appointed go- 
vernor of Syria. Character of Hered. 


HE joy conſequent on Herod's ſuc- 
ceſs was greatly abated by his re- 

ceiving intelligence of the defeat of Antony Antony de- 
at Actium: but the cauſe of his apprehen- 2 at 
fion was not ſo deſperate as he imagined ze 
for Cæſar could not entertain the idea that 

Antony would be entirely ruined while 

Herod remained attached to his intereſt. 


While affairs were in this ſituation, Herod 
2 Went 
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went to Rhodes, and, being in the habit of 
à private man, addreſſed himſelf to Czar, 
faying he was indebted to Antony for his 
advancement to the regal dignity, and 
would have manifeſted his gratitude. to 
that generous benefactor, by joining him 
at Actium, but that he was engaged in 


War with the Arabians ; that though una- 


ble to attend him in perſon, and fo effec- 


tually to ſupply him with men and arms | 
as he wiſhed, he had given him advice | 
| nated them the land, and confiſcated part 


which, had it been purſued, would have 


more eſſentially operated to his advantage; | 
for he had ſtrongly urged him to abandon | 
Cleopatra, adding, that while his connec- | 


tion with that queen continued, he would 
be in conſtant danger: 


Antony, whoſe recent misfortune had in- 
duced him to relinquiſh the dignities and 


fplendors of royalty ; further faying, that| 
| ſtances, on that of poſſeffing the next place 
to Agrippa in the eſteem of Cæſar, and 


only as an honeſt man, and one faithfully 
attacked to the intereſt of Cæſar, he then 


formed pretentions to his favour and friend - 


ſhip. Hereupon, Cæſar deſired him to 


continue in the enjoyment of the ſovereign- 
ty, the powers of which he had heretofore | 


adminiſtered with ſo much honour to him- 


| ſelf, and advantage to his ſubjects ; adding, 


Herod cons 


firmed in his 
government. 


that his friendſhip would compenſate him 


for his unhappineſs on account of the diſ- 
comfiture of Antony. 


Cæſar enjoined 
Herod to rely on the ſincerity of his 
feſſions of friendſhip, and, having placed 
the crown on his head, confirmed him in 
the ſovereign authority. 


Having made valuable preſents to the 
emperor, Herod ſolicited pardon for one 


of his friends, named Alexander: but be- 
ing highly exaſperated againſt the man, 
Cæſar ſaid that his offences were of too 
atrocious a nature to be excuſed. 


While Cæſar was paſſing through Syria 


towards Egypt, Herod entertained him 


and his whole army at Ptolemais with the 


ed. While the emperor was reviewing 
his troops, he cauſed Herod to ride in 
company with him. At Peluſium and 


other places where water was ſcarce, He- 


Antony had aſſigned to her, compriſing || 


rod provided. ample ſupplies of that ele- 
ment; and his unbounded generolity was 
highly extolled by Czſar. 

Upon his arrival in Egypt, after the 
deceale of Antony and Cleopatra, the em- 
peror preſented to Herod four hundred 


| Gauls, who had ſerved in the capacity of 


E to the late queen, and annexed to 
is kingdom, that part of Judea which 


Gadara, Hippon, Samaria, and the mari- 


the tower of Straton. He alſo extended 


his juriſdiction to the provinces of Trachon, 


Batanea, and Auranitis, and appointed him 


* : ” 7 2 


He ſaid he enter- 
tained a ſincere and ardent friendſhip for 
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dorus, who inhabited a houſe hired 6fp 


. » a ve 
Liſanias, was accuſtomed to ſend people itn 


from Trachon to commit depredations in 
Damaſcus. The people of that country 
| repreſented to Varus, then governor of 
Syria, the oppreffions they endured, ſup. 
plicating redreſs, and urging that he woylq 
report their caſe to Cæſar. Varus com. 
plied, and being commiſſioned by the em- 
peror to ſuppreſs the robbers, he extirmi— 


of the eſtate of Zenodorus, which Cæſar 
beſtowed upon Herod. | 

Ten years afterwards, Auguſtus came 
again into Syria, when he enjoined the go- 
vernors to conſult Herod in all affairs of 
importance: and Zenodorus being now 


| deceaſed, he gave to Herod all the land 


between Trachon and Gallilee. - Herod 
valued himſelf, above all other circum- 


being reſpected by Agrippa above all men, 
excepting Cæſar. 
the enjoyment of every advantage that 
could contribute to the happineſs of life 


and his mind became exalted in proportion 


to the advancement of his fortune. 


"CHAP. XVI. 


Herod repairs the temple, and conſtructs ſo- 
veral ſuperb edifices. Straton's tower 
repaired, and a magnificent palace con- 


ftrufted. Deſcription of a port betw:en 
diſpoſition. 


Herod was bleſſcd with 


Joppa and Dora. Herod's bountiful 


[Book 
| governor of Syria. A man named Zeno-y, 

70d ap, 
Anted g4 


nor of 


N the fifteenth year of his ſovereignty The Teny 
over the Jews, Herod, at an immenſe 


expence, rebuilt the temple in a ſtyle of 
the utmoſt magnificence that can be con- 
ceived, The building was ſurrounded with 
ſuperb galleries, raiſed from the foundation, 


and adjoining to the northern fide a caſtle 
greateſt magnificience that can be conceiy- | 


was conſtructed, which in point of gran- 
deur and elegance was not inferior even to 
the royal palace; and, in honour of An- 
thony, Herod named this place Antonia. 
He enlarged the incloſure about the temple 
to double its former extent. Upon an 
eminence that commanded a view of the 
city, he erected too ſpacious buildings, and 
they were executed in fo rich and ſplendid 


” Herod, 


a manner, that there was no temple deſer- 


ving to be put in competition with them. 
In honour to bis illuſtrious friends, Cæſar 
and Agrippa, he called theſe ſtructures 
Cæſarion and Agrippion. 

It was not to particular buildings that 


Herod confined himſelf; for, to immor- 
tine cities of Gaza, Anthedon, Joppa, and 


talize the memory of bis two noble friends, 
he dedicated whole cities to them: for in- 
ſtance, in Samaria. he built the beautiful 


| 


citWcalled Sebaſte, the circumference of 
1 which 
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which was twenty furlongs; and it was ereted ſpacious and beautiful towers, the ; 
incloſed with' a wall. This city was peo- moſt conſiderable f Which W 8 called 

pled by nx choufind inhabitants; Who en- 


Druſion, in compliment to Drufus, © Kinf- 
yed peculiar /privilegesy and had: granted 


man to Czar. Within the port were a, 


to them exceeding fine tracts of lands. Be- 
ſides other fine buildings, Herod erected a 
ſuberb temple; and formed an area about 
it of three furlongs and an half: this tem- 
ple he dedicated to Cæſar r: 

After thele great works, Cæſar made 
conſiderable additions to the territories of 
Herod, who in 


and rocks, and a valley of vaſt depth; at 
the bottom is a vaſt cavern, worn by the 


continual fall of waters, and it is ſo deep, 


that its bottom cannot be found; at the 


foot of this cavern iſſue a number of bub- 
bling ſprings, and tradition report them to 


be the ſource of the Jordan. Between the 
caſtle of Cypros and the old palaces in 

Jericho he conſtructed ſeveral ſpacidus 

buildings, and named them in honour of 
Aguſtus and Agrippa. In ſhort, Herod 

erected ſome memorial of the fame of the 
emperor in every part of his dominions. 

_ © Upon viſiting his maritime cities, Herod 


obſerved that time had made great ravages | 


in the place called Straton's tower, and 
judging that city, from its ſituation and 
other advantages, to be worthy of parti- 
cular notice, he cauſed the neceſſary re- 

parations to be made with a beautiful 


kind of white ſtone; and in this place he 
every 


” * of 
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conſtructed: a magnificient palace. 

The city 
ted between Dora and Joppa, on the coaſt 
of the ſea, which is extremely dangerous 
to navigators; and particularly ſo when a 
ſouthLweſt Wind prevails even in a ſmall 
degree; for it then points directly towards 
the rocks; and the water breaking back in 
eddies, a great agitation is - occaſioned. 
This enterprifing ſovereign ſurmounted 
very great natural diſadvantages, and for- 
med a port where the largeſt veſſels eould 


gratitude to his patron, 
conſtructed a' temple. of white marble at | 
Panium, near the head of the Jordan, and 
dedicated it to the emperor. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Panium is a: mountain of pro- 
digious height, encompaſſed with crags 


i 


called Straton's tower is ſitua- 


number of magazines for ſtores, and be- 


| fore thoſe buildings was a ſpace paved with 


large ſtones, which was conyenient. for 
landing, and alſo an; agreeable walking 
place. On each fide the entrance Were 
three Coloſſes, raiſed. on columns. A, 
ſtrong tower formed out of one inimenſe 
ſtone ſupported thoſe on the left of the en- 
trance, and, thoſe on the oppoſite ſide were 
mounted . conſiderably higher upon two 
large ſtone pillars. joined ;tagether. The 
buildings adjacant to the port were of 
white ſtone; and the ſtreets leading from 
the city to the key were regular and uni- 
form. Cæſar's temple was ſituated upon a 
hill oppoſite the port gate 3 and no idea of 
{ſplendor and elegance ean ſurpaſs what 

was, diſplayed in, this, ſtructure, wherein 
was placed a ſtatue. of the illuſtrious Au- 
guſtus, formed on the model of the Olym- 
pian Jupiter, to which it was equal both 
in ſize and the ingenuity of workmanſhip ; 
and there, was another Roman figure not 
inferior to that of Juno and Argos. The 
motive that induced Herod: to build this 
city and port, was a deſire to promote the 
convenience and advantage of the inhabi- 
tants of the country, and to provide for 
the; ſecurity. of. travellers : and in honour | 
of Cæſar the place received the name of 
Cæſarea. A moſt commodious market- 
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inſtituted, Which were to be celebrated 
fifth year in honour of the emperor. 
Herod alſo firſt. conferred honourable re- 
wards: upon the man who excelled in the 
excerciſes, and aſſigned inferior gratuities 
to the ſecond and third candidates for the 
prize: this eſtabliſhment took place in the 
hundred and ſecond olympiad. He com- 
pleatly repaired Anthedon, which was near- 
ly, deſtroyed during the war, and changed 


- 


the name of the city to Agrippion, in com- 


pliment to bis friend Agrippa, whoſe name 
he inſeribed upon the gate of the temple 
which he erected there. FL” 


e 


place, a theatre and amphitheatre were A theatre and 
built, and the Ludi Quinquennales were an amphithe- 


cow ricle in perfecl ſecurity during the moſt 
tempeſtudus Weather, This port was more 
extenſive than the Pyreneum. Preparatory 

to forming the port, Herod ordered a great 
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Herod's filial gratitude was not leſs re- Herod ere 
markable than his generoſity and patriotiſm, 38ppion | 
LO Oye | 8 a N . and other 
In a, delightfully pleaſant and exceedingly 


places, 


number of ſtones to be caſt into the ſea at 
twenty fathom of water, moſt of them 
being fifty feet in length, nine in depth, 
and ten over, and many of them were ſtill 
larger. The ſtones being piled to the ſur- 
face of tlie water, to the extent of two 
hundred feet, they formed 4 wall which 
ſerved the purpoſe of a mole; and on that 
account it received the name of Procymea. 
One half of the wall was intended to break 
the foree of the ſea, and on the other were 


1 
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fertile part of his kingdom, finely diverſi- 
fied. with wood and water, he erected. the 
eity in honour of his father Antipater, 
giving the place the name of Antipatris. 

He, built a ſtrong caſtle in a fine part of 
the country beyond Jericho, which, from 
Cypris, his mother, he called Cypros. He 
gave many proofs of his regard for his 
brother, Phaſael, by whofe name he diſ- 
tinguiſſied a magnificent tower which he 
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gave to a city which he conſtructed in the jwith white. marble, and ponticos to be 


northern part of Jericho. 0 
When Herod had compleated the magni- 
- Heent works by which he meant to im- 
mortalize the names of his friends and 
telations, he built a caſtle upon a moun- 
tain in Arabia, and in alluſion to his own | 
name, he called it Herodian ; and the ſame 
appellation he gave to a hill of ſurpriſing 
height, about ſixty furlongs from Jeruſalem, 
which he cauſed to be raiſed in thg: ſhape 
of a woman's breaſt. The top of the 
mount was environed with round turrets ; 
and in the circuit were a number of royal | 
alaces, executed in the moſt ingenious and 
f lendid taſte that can be conceived ; the 
Nair were formed of the fineſt white mar- 
ble, and conſiſted of two hundred ſteps; 
at an immenſe charge water was conveyed 
from a diſtant part for the ſupply of the 
lace. At the foot of the eminence the 
king erected a magnificent palace, and pro- 
viied ſpacious buildings for the reception 
of his triends. Though meant only as a 
reiidence for the king, by the great num- 
er of ſtructures, variety of conveniencies, 
ſplendor, and extent of the whole, the 
place had the appearance of a city rather | 
than a caſtle, FEELS DO VDIOTA 
z Having compleated the above works, 
vides for che Herod reſolved to extend his generoſity to 
good of man- ſtrangers. In purſuance of this deſign, he 
— formed colleges and public baths at Tri- 
polis, Damaſcus, and Ptolemais; he erected 
ſtrong walls at Byblis, temples, public 
magazines, council chambers, galleries, and 
market places at Berytus and Tyre, and 
theatres at Sidon and Damaſcus; at the 
ſea- coaſt town of Loadicia, he formed a 
ſpacious aqueduct and water-works, 'baths, 
and large and beautiful piazzas and cloiſters 
at Aſkalon. To ſome cities he aſſigned 
woods and harbours; and lands to others; 
and he ſeemed to derive uncommon fatis- 
faction in dividing his kingdom for the 
common. benefit of mankind. At Coos he 
eſtabliſhed a revenue for the perpetual pre- 
ſervation of the baths, and conferred ſeveral 
benefits upon other places. 
thoſe with grain who were in want of that 
article; and when the people of Rhodes 
wanted money for the purpoſe of equipping 
their navy, he repeatedly furniſhed the ſums 
they had occaſion for. He rebuilt the 
temple of Apollo, ealled Pythium, which 
had been conſumed by fire. He generouſly 
extended his munificence to the Lycians, 
the Samaritans, the Athenians, the Lace- 
demonians, the Nicopolitans, and the peo- 
ple of Purgamus. Antioch the capital of 
Syria, was rendered ſo incommodious by, 
the water conſtantly laying upon the ground 
Mat for the ſpace of twenty furlongs it was 


——— 


Herod pro- 


He ſupplied 


His TORY OH TS 


Elians, the Grecians, and upon mankind 


had occaſioned them to be almoſt entirely 


| manſhip z he took great delight in the 


and as a markſman, either with dart or 


4 1 'thoog 


ſerocted for ſhelter in wet ſeaſons , % 
_ Herod conferred great bounties upon the 


in general, or at leaſt, upon all thoſe who 
had any knowledge of the Olympic games. 
On his arrival at Rome, he found thoſe 
games to be the only veſtiges remaining of 
ancient Greece, and that the want of money 


neglected. Ie therefore aſſumed for t 
{ſubſequent year the otlice of Agonotheta &, 

and eſtabliſhed a revenue for defraying the 
expences of annually celebrating the games. 

It would be an arduous taſ to enumerate 

the debts he remitted to the Phaſaelites, 

the Balameotes, the inhabitants af ſeveral, 
towns in Cilicia, and many other people. 
Hitz generoſity would have been ſtill further 
extended to ſtrangers, but for the appre- 
henſion of exciting jealouſy, by conferring 
upon them benefits which their own princes 
were not willing to beſto p. 
Herod's ſtrength of body was propor- Hero! 
tionate to the greatneſs. of his mind. Ie cellenten- 
was perfectly ſkilled in the art of horſe. "_ 


chace, an exerciſe in which he greatly ex- 
eelled. His country abounded with wild 
boars, wild afles, and deer. In one day he 
killed forty beaſts. He was a man of un- 
daunted bravery, and ſo expert a fwordſman, 
that it was fcarcely poſſible to reſiſt him; 


arrow, he was unrivalled. Excluſive of his 
perſonal advantages, and the ſtrong powers 
of his mind; he was remarkably fortunate 
in his undertakings; and he vever failed of 
ſucceſs in war, but through treachery, or 
the raſhneſs of his ſoldiers. Wh 
% H | 
Herod. repudiates his wife Doris, and ſpouſes 
Mariamne. Hyrcanus put to death, as 
are Mariamne and Faſeph.- Alexander 
accuſed of a defign to poiſon his father. 
© "Herod - reconciled to his ſons. The 
" cruelty and injuſtice of Herod. Seve- 
ral perſons put to the torture. Herod or- 
ders his ſons to be ftrangled. 
HE troubles which aroſe in the fa- Herod ef: 
mily of. Herod; were a great deduc- Ponte 


amne. 


tion from the happineſs of his reign; and 
theſe misfortunes were principally oc- 
caſioned by the perſon he loved beyond all 
others: for ſoon after he was in poſſeſſion 
of the kingdom, he diſcharged his firſt wife 
Doris, who was a Jew, and married Mari- 
amne, the daughter of Alexander, the ſon 
of Ariſtobulus. The unhappy diſputes in 
his family, particularly after his return from 
Rome, aroſe chifly from this ſource. | 


h——__@ — 


impaſſable; but this inconvenience Herod || 


temoved, by cauſing the place to be paved 


adj udged rewards to the ſucceſs ful candidates. 


An officer who' preſided at the exerciſes, and 


Herod 


jail 


Ir, XVII) 


wife to death: 


Herod baniched from the city Antipater, 
the ſon of Doris, on account of the children 
he had by Mariamne; but on. feſtival days 


He then cauſed Hyrcanus, his wife's grand- 


father, who was now returned from Par- 
pot thia, to be be put to death, on a preteace that 


he had projected a plot againſt his life. 
After the conqueſt of Syria, Barzapharnes 
had carried Hyrcanus priſoner to the king 
of Parthia; but the Jews on that ſide the 


Euphrates pitying his caſe, paid his ranſom, 
and obtained him his liberty: and in this 
ſituation he might have lived in peace and || ſh 
happineſs, if he had taken their advice, and | 
not returned to Herod ; but he was induced 
to meet his ruin by an irrefiſtable deſire to | 
reviſit his native country. Herod had by | 


Mariamne three ſons and two daughters. 
The younger of the former died while at 
Rome for education, and the others were 
brought up in a manner correſponding with 
the dignity of their birth. S0 exceſſive 
was Herod's fondneſs of Mariamne, that he 
ſeemed wholly inſenſible of the affronts and 


indignities the daily offered him. She did | 
not ſcruple to charge him with the murder 
of Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus, and to re- 
proach him in the moſt aggravating lan- 


guage She diſcharged the moſt bitter in- 
vectives ' againſt the mother and ſiſter of 
Herod, who heard her reproaches without 
making any reply. Her conduct was fo 


mortifying to Herod's female relations, that 
they concerted means for inflaming the 
paſſions of the king againſt her; and in pur- 
ſuance of this deſign, they circulated a re- 
port that ſhe was enamoured of Antony, 


and, to ingratiate his favqur, had ſent her 
picture to him; infinuating that as Antony 
was one of the moſt licentious men df his 


age, he would not ſcruple to ſacrifice the 
king's life for the ſake of obtaining poſ- 


ſeſſion of Mariamne. 


Theſe rumours were 


diſpoſition, and the influence ſhe had ex- 
erted over Antony in the caſes of Lyſanias 
and Malichus, who were deprived of life 
through her inſinuations. 1 agty” 
Herod now formed a reſolution of viſfit- 


ing Antony; and previous to his departure, 


he recommended the care of his wife to 
Joſeph, the huſband of his ſiſter Salome, 
lecretly enjoining him, that if he ſhould 
himſelf be deſtroyed by Antony, to put his 


Joſeph thinking to impreſs the queen 
with an idea of the extreme fondneſs the 
king had for her, which would not allow 
him to indulge the thought of parting from 
her even in death, innocent'y communicated 
this circumſtance to her-. When Herod 


| ner 
returned, he, in the exceſs of his fondneſs, to Cæſar, habited in royal robes, 


— 


greatly alarming to the king, whoſe appre- 
wm Ferifions were much increaſed when he 
reflected on the avarice and naturally cruel 


— 
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Paſſion for any other woman. 


+ | KS, DR Ts 
was telling the queen that he never bad a 
mY Jam Herod jea- 8 


| ; days convinced of hat, ſaid ſhe; by the com- lous of Ma: 
he was allowed to remain within the town. | a "I! 7 Y. | 


miſſion you left with Joſeph to deſtroy rr 


Herod was almoſt diſtracted at this un- 
expected reply; for it immediately ſtruck 
him; that unleſs Joſeph had been too intl- 


mate with the queen, he never would have 
1mparted ſo important a. ſecret, 10190 
with this idea, he leaped from his bed, and 
walked into the court-yard, where he met | 


Shocked 


Some, who immediately ſcized this op- 
portunity of traducing Mariamne; and this 

e did in ſuch a manner as to confirm 
the ſuſpicions of Herod, who, during the 
phrenzy of his rage, gave orders that Joſeph 
and Mariamne ſhould be put to death. Fe 


* 


Driven to the verge of diſtraction by 
ſorrow and remorſe, Herod could not be 
prevailed with to believe that his wife was 
dead, though a moment's reflection muſt 
have convinced him of that circumſtance. : 

The two ſons of Maris 
molt ,inveterate hatred towards the king, on 
account of his cruelty. to their mother, 
One of theſe princes married the daughter 
of his aunt Salome, and the-other eſpouſed 
the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cap- 
padocia. After forming theſe alliances; 


their converſation was leſs guarded than be» - 


fore, which ſubjected them to the malicious 
contrivances of their enemies, who reported 
to the king, that his ſons had joined: in a 
conſpiracy againſt him; and that the ſon- 
in-law of Archeleus had formed an inten- 


tion of retiring to the court of that prince, 
from whence he would go to Rome, and 


exhibit a complaint to Cæſar againſt Herod. 
The mind of Herod was ſo impreſſed by 
theſe inſinuations, that he took Antipater, 
his ſon by Doris, to reſide with him in his 
own palace, propoſing that he ſhould act 


thers; and in conſequence of this idea, he 


ne conceived. a 


** 


[| ſo as to countermine the plots of his bro- 


treated Antipater with diſtinguiſhed marks 


| of his regard. 


This alteration was highly diſagreeable 


| to the brothers, who thought it a great 


derogation from the dignity of men of 
their illuſtrious deſcent, to be ſubjected to 
the ſon of a private and obſcure woman ; 
but their freedom of ſpeech was diſadyan- 
tageous to their intereſt, and greatly in fa- 
vour of Antipater, who partly by e 
and partly by traduction, at length brought 
affairs to ſuch an iſſue, that all hope of 


the ſucceſſion of his brothers to the go- 


- Jeſepb, 


who are put 
had not long iſſued theſe orders before he eth. 
repented of them; but it was too late; the 
execution was already paſt. a 


vernment was deſtroyed, fince the will of ꝓhe king no- · . 
his father made a public and formal fettle- mivates An- 


ment of it upon himſel. fuser. 
Soon afterwards, Herod ſent Antipates 
and at- 


tenqded 


— 


— " 8 
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Alexander 


| tended as a fovereign ptince in every Ef 
pect; he being provided with all the para- 
pharnalia of royalty, the crown alone ex- 
cepted. Antipater's inſinuations, at length, 
urged the king to form a deſign of taking 
away their lives. Herod took Alexander 
with him to Rome, and accufed him be- 
2 Cæfar with having engaged in a con- 
Sa, fpiracy for poiſoning his father. Being 
permitted to reply to the accuſation; Alex- | 
ander juftified both himſelf and bis brother 
Ariſtobuins, who had been accuſed as 
equally guilty, and expoſed the various 
artful and malicious contrivances of Anti- 
pater; and this he did with ſuch peculiar 
grace and dignity, that the integrity of his 
mind was greatly illuſtrated by the powers 
of his eloquence. Alexander's ſpeech fo 
affected the auditors, that they burſt into 
tears; and it had ſuch influence on Czfar, 
that he exerted his authority to reconcile 
Herod to the princes, on the condition 
that they were to conduct themſelves in 
perfect obedience and reſpect to their fa- 
ther, with whom they were not to inter- 

fere in the government of his kingdom. 
Upon Herod's return from Rome, he 
exculpated his ſons from the charge al- 
ledged againſt them. But ſtift they were 
objects of his ſuſpicion ; for Antipater was 
continually inſtilling prejudices into his 
mind. Paſſing through Eleuſa, he was 
there received by Archelaus with great 
magnificence, and he congratulated | him | 
on the favourable change of affairs in his 
family. By means of letters-and- the in- | 
terpoſition of his friends at Rome, Arche- | 
laus f{renuoufly endeavoured to promote | 
the intereſt of Alexander; and having con- 
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as intitled fo & priority of claim on accbunt 
of his ſeniority of birth; and on the other 
hand, Antipater was exaſperated" upon re- 


flecting that any fhare in the government 


ſhould be aſſigned to his brothers. Anti. 
pater was of a deceitful and malicious tem. 
per; he kept his fecrets cloſely within his 
own breaft, earefully concealing his mor. 
tal enmity towards his brothers: They, 
on the contrary, were wholly unreſerved; 
making it a point of honour not to diſguiſe 
their ſentiments. Some of their enemies 
feized every occaſion of provoking them to 
a dangerous liberty of ſpeech; while others 
miſrepreſented their converſations ſo as to 
make the moſt innocent language bear the 
moſt inſidious interpretation. 9:75 239 

Antipater conducted his affairs in ſuch a 
manner, that either by the force of flattery 
or fewards, all the friends, acquaintance; 
and ſervants of Alexander, were prevailed 
upon to diſcover his ſecrets. The con- 
trivanee of Antipater was ſuch, that he 
never declared himſelf an open enemy; 
but when any of his agents accuſed Alex. 
ander, he appeared at firſt to take his part, 
and then artfully turned the whole argu- 


| ment againſt him; till, at length, Herod 


was driven almoſt diſtracted from a con- 
viction of the truth of Alexander's plot 
againft his life; for the artful manage- 
ment of Antipater in the buſineſs, fully 
confirmed him in his ſuſpicions 
This conduct of Antipater highly incen- 
fed Herod againſt the brothers, and he ob- 
tained the king's good opinion, in propor- 
tion as they loſt it. The friends of the 
government acceeded to Herocꝰs ſenti- 
ments, ſome from conviction, and others 


ducted Herod as far as Zephyrium, he pre- through faſhion, among whom were Pto- 


fented to him thirty talents, and then took 
leave of him. RES | 
On his arrival at Jeruſalem, Herod con- 


vened an aſſembly, and, in the preſence of 


lemy, the king's particular friend, then 
his brothers, and at length the whole fa- 
mily ; for Antipater was now the particu- 
lar favourite. 


.  thyp 


| tris three fons; related the particulars of|| Alexander was ſhocked to think: that 2 
alted, an 


Herold ſigni- his late journey, concluding with offering || this wicked plot aroſe from the advice often a 


Ges his defi . 5 5 
of dividing thanks to the Almighty, and exprefling|| Antipater's mother, who bore a mortal graded. 


theſorereign- his gratitude to the emperor, on account 
ty among m3 of the commotions in his. family being 
whom he is Happily appeaſed. The king then expreſſed 
reconciled. that his defign was to divide the ſueceſſion 
| of the' ſovereignty among his three ſons, 
who were to enjoy the honorary parts 
thereof from that time forward, though 

the executive powers were to remain with 
himſelf during the reſidue of his life; and 

he feriouſly exhorted the princes to live up- 

on terms of cordial friendſhip. He then 
embraced his children, and diſmiſſed; the 
aſſembly. 5 | | 

A difagreement foon prevailing among 


the brothers, they judged it prudent to 


ſeparate, leſt ill conſequences ſhould en- 
Fue. Alexander and Ariſtobulus were 
highly offended at the preference given to 

- Antipater, whom the king had ſpoken of 


enmity to the ' queen's children. Great 
reſpect was now paid to Antipater, on ae- 
count of the favour in which he was held 


by the king, who had ifſued an order that 


no application ſhould be made to, or in- 
tercourſe held with, the other brothers. 
This order alarmed thoſe of the royal houſ- 
hold, as well as their diſtant friends ; for 
Cæſar had conferred privileges on Herod, 
never granted to any. other perſon ; parti- 
cularly that of fetching deſerters from the 


+ territories of other princes, where he had 


no command. In the mean time; the bro- 
thers were ignorant of all offence, as no 
public charge had been exhibited againſt 
them by Herod ; and their fituation was 
therefore dangerous, as they knew not how 


to prepare a defence. 


In the interim, Antipater ſpoke with 
the 


the utmoſt freedom to Pheroras; and his 
aunt Salome; againſt his brothers. 


a great height; but it was conſiderably 
aggravated by Glaphyra, the wife of Alex- 
ander, who was conſtantly boaſting of the 
dignity of her extraction, as giving her a 
right to precede all others. She ſaid ſhe 
was deſcended on the father's fide from 
Themenus, and on that of the mother, 
from Darius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpes. She 


treated the wife and ſiſter of Herod with 


Rtods'; ads 
\ to hig 


contempt, as perſons of low birth. She 
faid Herod, in marriage, had conſulted 
beauty, not quality. It has been already 
obſerved that Herod had ſeveral wives, 
for he was a friend to polygamy, which is 
permitted by the laws of the Jews. Gla- 
phyra's pride exaſperated all theſe women 
againſt Alexander, 

Salome, though mother-in-law to Ariſ- 
tobulus, now became his enemy. She 
thought herſelf inſulted by the unreaſonable 
pride of Glaphyra, who frequently reflect- 
ed on her, on account of the meanneſs of 


her birth. Glaphyra told Ariſtobulus that 


his wife was only a private woman, where- 
as his brother Alexander had wedded a 
queen: Salome's daughter, affected by 
this remark, went weeping to her mother 


with the news; to which ſhe added, that 


if ever they came to the throne, all the 
wives and daughters of Herod ſhould be 
compelled to earn a ſubſiſtance by ſpin- 
ning; and that the 


he youths on account of their attachment 
to literature. Enraged at this information, 
Salome immediately communicated, it to 
the king, with whom it had the greater 
weight, as being the evidence of a mother- 
in-law againſt her ſon. Another ſtory was 
fabricated which gave Herod more con- 
cern than the reſt, It was, that Alexan- 
der and Ariſtobulus often lamented the 
unhappy fate of their mother, and dif- 
charged the moſt bitter execrations againſt 
their father, It was added, that when the 
king divided Mariamne's wearing apparel 


among his other wives, the princes inſinu- 


ated that mourning ſhould ſoon take place 

of thoſe gaudy ornaments. | 
Being reſolved upon a journey to Rome, 

Herod directed his ſons to attend him, and 


joining the authority of a ſovereign with 


the tenderneſs of a parent, he gave them 


advice for the proper regulation of their | 


conduct, particularly recommending them 
to live in unanimity and mutual friendſhip, 
and promiſing to pardon all paſt offences, 


on condition of their repentance and re- 


formation. The youths declared the charges | 


againſt them to be falſe; and pledged them- 
ſelves to prove, if they might be permitted 
2 hearing, that it was even -impottible the 


princes ſhould act as 
Frith clerks, thereby intending: to ridicule 


_— 


— 


— — 


pardon from Herod. 


— 
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family uneaſineſs was by this time riſen to | 


invidious affertions to their prejudice could 
have any foundation in truth. : 
Having appeaſed the diſpleaſure of He- 
rod; the brothers deemed themſelves no 
longer in danger; but freſh cauſe of anxiety 
ſoon aroſe. They were ſenſible that Phe- 
roras and Salome; whoſe influence was 


— 


and they particularly dreaded Pheroras, who 
in ſome meaſure participated with Herod 
in the powers of the government. He had 
an annual income of a hundred talents, 
excluſive of the emoluments ariſing, from 
all the lands beyond the Jordan, of which 


recommendation. 


deceaſe, he propoſed that he ſhould eſpouſe 


a marriage portion, three hundred talents : 
very inferior rank. 


brother, who was ſome time after flain in 
the Parthian war. tic 
of his offer at firſt highly exaſperated He- 
rod, he upon calmer deliberation,” imputed 


pardoned Pheroras. 3 

It had, for a conſiderable time paſt, been 
whiſpered that Pheroras, even during the 
poiſoning his brother. The ſpies and in- 
formers were ſo. buſy in propagating this 
tale, that Herod, though entertaining the 
ſincereſt fraternal affection, could not avoid 
being alarmed, and giving ſome credit to 
the report. Many. perſons were appre- 
hended, of whom ſeveral were, put to the 
torture ; and when others. had bzen | thus 


of Pheroras. Theſe declared their, igno- 


rance of any intention to poiſon, but ſaid 


that Pheroras had formed a deſign of retir- 


huſband of Salome, was well acquainted 
with his intention. 
Coſtobarus to whom Herod had given 
Salome, after her former huſband had been 
ſacrificed on account of her adultery, Sa- 
lome herſelf did not eſcape without aceuſa- 
tion ; for ſhe was charged by her brother 


with Sylleus, the governor of Arabia, under 
king Obodas, and the moſt inveterate of all 
the enemies of Herod: There was not a 


ſingle article that Pheroras exhibited againſt 


his ſiſter Salome, of which ſhe was not 
found guilty ; but they both received a free 


- 


Thoſe who withed to create diſturbance, 
60 now 


life of Mariamne, had formed a deſign of 


5 


The 185 7 
conciled td 
his ſons. 


extenſive, were their determined enemies; | 


Cæſar had made him tetrarch upon Herod's 
He was allied to the 

royal family, the king having given him 
his wife's ſiſter in marriage, and after her 


his eldeſt daughter, offering with her, as 
but Pheroras declined this alliance; on ac- 
count of his attachment to a woman of 
This refuſal was fo 
provoking to Herod, that he cauſed the 
princeſs to be married to the ſon of his 


Though the rejection 


it to the impulſe of violent paſſion, and 


A report that 
Pheroras had 
a deſign to 
oiſon his 
rother. 
Herod ftart- 
led at it; 


ivers ſeized 
and put to 


the queſtion, 


examined, it came to the turn of the friends © © 


ing into Parthia with the woman that he 
loved; and that Coſtobarus, the ſecond * 


This was the ſame 


Pheroras, with having treated of a match 


Phetoros and 
Salome found 
guilty, but 
erod par- 
dons 1 
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how levelled their charges againſt Alexander. 
Herod had in his ſervice three eunuchs, who 
had a conſiderable ſhare in his favour, and 
were well known in the family by the offi- 
ces they bore: theſe were a cup-bearer, a 
a ſteward, and a valet de chambre. One of 
them was to fill the king's wine, the ſecond 
to provide his ſupper, and the third to put 
him to bed, and to ſleep with him. Now 
theſe men, by the influence of gratuities | 
and promiſes, were the friends arid agents 
of Alexander. Herod having become ſuſ- 
picious of them, cauſed them to he put to 


Three court the torture, when the whole ſecret was diſ- 


officers put - 
to the torture, 


covered ; the method in which Alexander 
had impoſed on them, and the promiſes by 
which he had prevailed. 

They declared, that Alexander had told | 
them they could not reaſonably entertain 
expectations of benefit from Herod, who 


Was a wicked old man, and fo vain as to 
have his hair coloured, and otherwiſe to 


affect the appearance of youth; that the 
king could not prevent his ſucceſſion to the 
throne, and that when he ſhould attain that 
dignity, he would ſeverely puniſh his ene- 


mies, and generouſly reward his friends, of 


Whom they would be conſidered in the firſt 
rank. | 
The informers farther declared, that 


the principal miniſters and officcrs were all 


attached to the intereſt of Alexander, and 
meeting together in a private manner, con- 


ſulted how they might moſt effectually 


ſerve him. | 

Herod was fo aſtoniſhed at this -intelli- 
gence, that he was for ſome time afraid of 
publiſhing the diſcovery he had made; but 
no time was loſt by his agents, who where 
conſtantly employed, by night and day, to 
diſcover what paſſed in all families, and in 


Herod's out- Every place; and immediate death was the 
_ Tageous cru- conſequence even of being ſuſpected. In 


elty and in- 
Juſtice, 


% 


this part of Herod's hiſtory there appears 


an uniform ſeries of oppreſſion and injuſtice. 


Calumnies aroſe from the ſlighteſt diſguſt ; 


and however infamous the evidence, howe- 
ver groſs and abſurd the tale, it was certain 
to be credited ; and the puniſhment imme- 
diately followed the charge, even without 
conviction ; for Herod ſeemed to conceive 

that, in a caſe where the life of a prince 
was in danger, all the formalities of the 
law were ſuperfluous. 

At length, the diſpoſition of Herod be- 
came ſo ferocious, that innocence itſelf was 
no ſecurity againſt the ſeverity of his na- 
ture. Even his friends were treated in the 
moſt cruel manner; ſome of them he ba- 


 Niſhed from the kingdom, and in inſtan- 
ces where he could not exerciſe his power 


he indulged his malice by inſulting them in' 


the moſt approbious terms. Almoſt all this 


acknowledge all the charges which his ene- 
mies brought againſt him, and by ſuch ac- 
knowledgement, condemn them equally with 


timents of Pheroras. I am of opinion, 


miſchief is chargeable on Antipater, and 


his friends and adherents, who omitted no- 


— 
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thing in their power to promote the grow. 
ing evils. The king was at length ſo ter- 
rified by Antipater's ridiculous ſtories, that 
he imagined Alexander ſtanding before him, 
with a ſword ready to deſtroy him. Agita- 
ted by theſe ideas, he cauſed Alexander to 
be apprehended, and put his friends to the 
torture. Many of theſe, from conſcien. 
tious motives, remained- abfolutely filent , 
while others, whoſe courage could not af. 
ford them reſolution to abide the torment, 
made a charge againſt_the two brothers, ag 
having concerted a. plot againſt the life of 
the king; which plot, they ſaid, was to be 
executed during the time of hunting, and 
the agents in it were immediate to make 
their eſcape to Rome. However improba- 
ble this ſtory, the fears of Herod made him == 


* Imprifongd 


- 


credulous enough to believe it; and, there. and ji 

upon, his ſon was committed to priſon, fen 
The jealouſy which at this time torment. 

ed the mind of Herod, appeared to be at 

once ſo inveterate and incurable, that 

Alexander gave himſelf no farther concern 

to make his defence by argument or excuſe; 

but reſolved that, for the future, he would 


himſelf. Thus determined, he drew u 
four papers, in which he owned himſelf a 
confederate againſt the life of his father. 
In theſe papers he gave the names of the 
confederates, among whom were Phcroras 
and Salome, the latter of whom he charged 
with the inſolent audaciouſneſs of forcin 
herſelf into his bed one night, againſt his 
conſent. When Herod was in poſſeſſion of 
theſe papers, in which were capital charges 
againſt a number of the nobility, it provi- 
dentially happened that Archelaus, uneaſy 
reſpecting the fate of his daughter and ſon- 
in-law, arrived in Judea, with a view to 
ſerve them to the utmoſt of his power: 
and his interference had great ſucceſs, for tchel 
by his addreſs and management, the paſ- * 
ſions of Herod were, in a great degree, al- 
layed. „% WET 
Meeting Herod, Archelaus expatiated on 
the nature of the accuſations levelled againſt 
Alexander, and remarked on the four pa- 
pers written by the prince, which ſerved to 
impreſs Herod with more unfavourable ſen- 


ſaid Archelaus, that you are in leſs danger 
of receiving injury from your ſon, than he 
is of being deſtroyed through the contriv- 
ances of a faction. He, in a great meaſure, 
ſhared the government with his father, and 
had good reaſon to ſuſpect he ſhould ſuc- 
ceed to the throne. While in poſſeſſion of 
his ſenſes, it can ſcarcely be imagined that 
he could be guilty of the crimes alledged 
againſt him. Young men are inconſiderate, 


and liable to be ſeduced by bad advice. I 


requeſt 


UL 


" : 
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requeſt that'you will leave to me the. taſk of | 
doing juſtice upon your ſon, and in return, 
I will recommend my daughter, who I gave 
to the youth in marriage, to your gene- 
rally oor hot; * 1 , ths 2406048 
um ad- Archelaus told Pheroras it was impoſſi- 
e935 ble he could clear himſelf of a charge 
2 which was as ſtrongly proved as the nature 
of the caſe would admit; for his conſpiracy 
againſt his brother's life was inconteſtibly 
evident, as were likewiſe his various con- 
trivances for effecting the ruin of Alexan- 
der. He then adviſed him frankly to avow 
his crimes, promiſing his utmoſt intereſt 
to procure a pardon from his brother, who, 
he ſaid he had no doubt would be fully re- 


being made. Bob of Cong 
1 In conſequence of the diſcourſe: of Ar- 
nehm Chelaus, Pheroras clothed himſelf in dee 
e mourning, and having proſtrated himſelt 
hy before Herod, acknowledged his crimes, 
„and humbly implored his forgiveneſs: at 
the ſame time attributing all his miſcon- 
duct to an ungovernable paſſion for a wo- 


man, which had rendered him regardleſs of 


his duty, and ſo affected his mind, as to 
incapacitate him for preſerving a propriety 
of behaviour. After Pheroras had made a 
confeſſion of his guilt, Archelaus uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to moderate the violent 


paſſions of the king, and reconcile him to 


the ſupplicant. He ſaid he had ſuſtained 
greater injuries and inſults from a brother, 
than thoſe offered to Herod, but yet he had 
conſidered it prudent that his reſentment 
| ſhould yield to natural affection, and the 
duty of a ſovereign. He obſerved, that 
there was a ſimilarity between kingdoms 
and the human frame: for when a limb 
was afflicted, it was a greater proof of wiſ- 
dom to endeavour to affect a cure, than 
raſhly to cauſe the affected part to be am- 
putated. C 15 
 Herod's diſpleaſure againſt Pheroras be- 
ing ſomewhat abated, Archelaus affected to 


treat Alexander with threats and .reproach- | 


es, ſaying he was reſolved his. daughter 
ſhould not cohabit with him. This ſeem- 
ing reſentment had ſuch an effect upon 
aide - Herod, that he became an advocate in fa- 
vour of his ſon, earneſtly entreating Arche- 
laus not to take meaſures for diſſolving the 
marriage. Archelaus ſaid in reply, that 
from his regard to the honour of the alli- 
ance, he would be content to leave his 
daughter. wholly. to the diſpoſal of Herod, 
on condition that he ſhould not permit her 
to live with Alexander. He was urgent 
for the young couple to remain together, 
ſaying they had children, and had ſo ſtrong 
an affection for each other, that they would 
refer immediate death to a ſeparation. 
The king farther ſaid, If ſhe remain, an 
act of oblivion ſhalt paſs ; but if ſhe depart 


| the conſequence may be fatal ;. for nothing 
| endears relations, to each other like a friend- 


conciled to him, upon a proper concethion | 


p|| ed by his nobility, accompanied that ſove- 


ly correſpondence between. their reſpective 
families. Theſe words were no ſooner de- 

livered than Archelaus went out, and re- 

turning in a few; minutes; introduced Alex, 
ander, and perfectly reconciled him to his 

father: . Archelaus now adviſed Herod to . 
repair to Rome, and give Cæſar an account Herod recon. 
of the late tranſactions, ſaying he had him - ciled to his 
ſelf already written many of the parti- ON e 116 
CRISES: ie vo er barb es. . 

When Archelaus was preparing for his 
departure; Herod preſented. to him ſeven- 

ty talents, A throne ornamented with pre- 

cious ſtones, ſeveral eunuchs, and a concu- 

bine named Pannychis. He alſo ordered 
magnificent preſents for the miniſters, rela- 

tions, and friends of Archelaus, and attend- 


reign As far as Antioch 7; n 

Soon afterwards, a Lacedemonian named Eurycles ef- 
Eurycles, arrived in Judea; and in point f & the ruin 
of political management, he proved him- N 
ſelf more than equal to Archelaus, whoſe 
plan of reconciliation betwen. Herod and 
Alexander, he entirely defeated, and in the 


end, accompliſhed the - deſtruction of the 
latley;: 4725; | n | 


His love of money induced him to aſ- 
ſume the affectation of power: yet he was 
ſo profuſe in his expences, that even a 


| princely revenue was unequal to them. He 


ſent Herod ſeveral valuable preſents, with 
a view to obtain greater, which Herod a&tu- 
ally fent him; but he thought not much of 
any bounty that was not the price of royal 
blood; wherefore he inſinuated himſelf into 
Herod's favour, partly by artful tales, and 
Bunte the groſſeſt flatteries; till at length 

e made himſelf ſuch a perfect maſter of the 
king's foibles, that he approved of all he ſaid 
or did This inſinuating behaviour procared 
him great intereſt at court; and being a na- 
tive of Sparta, he was highly honoured on 
account. of his neg.. nh 

. Obſerving the diflentions in the royal 
family, arid the manner in which they were 
regarded by. Herod, Eurycles took up. his 
lodging with  Antipater, and at the ſame 
time pretended a great friendſhip for Alex - 
ander, to whom he related ſtories of his in- 
timacy with Archelaus, ſaying a ſtrict 
friendſhip had long ſubſiſted between them. 
This was highly agreeable to the prince, 
who communicated the grateful intelligence 
to his brother Ariſtobulus. Eurycles ha- 
ving diſcovered the diſpoſitions of the ſe- 
veral people with whom he had to deal, ac- 
commodated himſelf to their various hu- 
mours; his principal view being to betray 
Alexander, and poſſeſs himſelf of Antipa- 


ter's money. Addrefling himſelf to the lat- 


ter, he ſaid, © I am aſtoniſhed that you, 
who are the eldeſt- ſon, and heir-apparent 


to 


4 a 
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to the crown, can be impôſed on by thoſe 
who only pretend to your right.” To Alex- 
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Alexander, Euryeles ſpoke of Antipater in 
terms of high commendation; repreſenting 


ander he addreſſed himſelf as follows: * It || him as a truly dutiful fon, through whoſe 


Eurycles in- 
finuates him- 
felf into the 
favour of 


Alexander . 


of both the brothers, he went to Antipa- 
ter, and told him what he had heard, with 


Hie falſe re. 


preſentations formed him that Alexander had concerted 


to the king. 


Mariamne, and nominated ſo contemptible 


which purpoſe he was confirmed by daily 


- , of his father. | 


is ſtrange that you, who are the fon of one 
great princeſs, and the huſband of another, 
ean bear the ſon of a private woman to ſtand | 
between you and the crown, eſpecially 
when ſupported by ſuch a friend as Arche- 
laus.” Alexander was impoſed on by this 
addreſs, which he ſuppoſed arofe from the 
friendihip of Eurycles to Archelaus, and 
having no ſuſpicions, made Eurycles his 
boſom friend, and ſpoke freely to him rel- 

Qing Antipater : © It is no wonder, faid 
E. that Herod can think of depriving the 
ſon of the kingdom, when he robbed the 
mother of life.“ On hearing this, Eury- 
eles affected aſtoniſhment at the barbarity 
of the proceeding, and engaging Ariſtobu- 
lus to diſcourſe on the ſame ſubject, in- 
volved him alſo in the treachery. When 
Eurycles had poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſecrets 


* 


many circumſtances of his own invention, 
inſinuating that the king's life was in 
danger, and the plot on the point of being 
executed. For this ſervice Antipater 
gratified Eurycles with a preſent of a large 
ſum of money, and likewiſe ſpoke of him 
to Herod, in the warmeſt terms of friend- | 
ſhip : and from this time Eurycles con- 
ftantly offered himſelf as an evidence againſt 
the brothers, till the death of Alexander 
and Ariſtobulus. 
Eurycles now went to Herod, and in-| 


means for his deſtruction, and being armed 
with a (word, would have executed his 
barbarous deſign, had not he interfered 
and prevented it, by pretending to approve 
the plot. He faid the prince had vehe- 
mently exclaimed againſt him for having 
uſurped the throne, murdered his wife 


a wretch as Antipater for his ſueceſſor; 


that he had declared a reſolution to avenge 


the deaths of Hyrcanus and Mariamne, in 


injuries and provocations; that if his plot 
fhould fail, death would be more accepta- 
ble than life under his preſent circum- 


ſtances : but if he ſhould ſucceed, his in- 


tention was to repair to his father-in-law, 
and from him to Cæſar, to whom he would 


explain the injuries he had received, the 


oppreſſions exerciſed upon. the people, the 
manner in which the public money was 
diſſipated in luxury, relate the particulars 
of the death of his grand-father Hyrcanus, | 
and his mother Mariamne, and take ſuch 
other meaſures as could not fail to ſecure] 
him from being charged as the murderer 


zeal 4 plot againſt the king's life had been 
cruſhed in its infancy. Herod, whoſe for- 
mer jealouſies were not ſubdued, was high. 
ly exaſperated againſt Alexander by his 
information, and his rage was increaſed 
by Antipater, who afferted to him, thay 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus had maintained 
a private correfpondence with Jucundus and 
Tyrannus, two commanders of horſe, who 


| had been degraded for miſbehaviour. In- 


flamed with the moſt extravagant rage by 


this intelligence, the king ordered Jucun- 


dus and Tyrannus, to be immediately put furt 

hs avs: but ond UE E k Jucundys | 
to the torture: but under their ſufferings and 
they declared themſelves ignorant of the," 
matter in queſtion, any otherwiſe than a 


| letter had been written as from: Alexander 


to the governor of Alexandrion, requeſting 


| that himſelf and Ariſtobulus might be ad- 


mitted into the caſtle, in caſe of their fa. 
ther's death, and furniſhed with arms and 
ſuch other neceſſaries as their occaſions 
might require. Alexander declared this 
letter to be forged by Diophantus, the king's, , 
ſecretary, a man particularly expert in coun- Aiophan 
terfeiting writing. He was ſoon after exe- 
cuted for the commiſſion of forgery. The 
governor of the caſtle was put to torture, 
but as he made no confeſſion, his ſons were 
acquitted, The infamous. Eurycles was 
greatly carrefled by the king, as his friend 
and preferver, and complimented with a 
preſent of fifty talents. Before Archelaus 
received intelligence of the impriſonment 
of the brothers, this execrable villain pri- 
vately repaired to him, and had the audaci- 


. 


ty to aſſure him, that Herod and Alexander 


were upon terms of perfect friendſhip, and 
that he had himſelf been the happy means 
of effecting their reconciliation. WH, 

He then departed into Achaia with his 
riches, which he ſpent in as infamous a 
manner as he had acquired them. At 
length, he was accuſed before Cæſar, with 
having been guilty of ſeditious practice, 
and promoting oppreſſions and diſturbances; 
and in the end was baniſhed. Thus were 
his iniquitous tranſactions againſt Alexander 
and Ariſtobulus puniſhed. | 

In this place it may not be improper to 
| contraſt the conduct of Evaratus, of Coos, 
with that of Eurycles, the Spartan. Eva- 
ratus was in Herod's court at the fame 
period, and was much the friend of Alex- 
ander. The king earneſtly queſtioned Eva- 
ratus how far he credited the report of the 
conſpiracy, and the accuſations that were 
founded on it; when Evaratus declared on 
his oath, that he believed the young princes 
were perfectly innocent. Notwithſtanding 


Having pronounced this invective againſt 


this, the unfortunate priſoners met with no 
better fate ; for Herod liſtened to calumnies 
only 3 
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the more the traducer was in his favour; 
and the ready way to pleaſe him was to ſay 
as he did, and affect to believe what he 
credited. 

At this time Salome, for her own ſecu- 
curity, inflamed the quarrel between Herod 
and his ſons. Ariſtobulus had cautioned 
her to take care of herſelf, both as a mo- 
ther- in- law and an aunt; hinting that her 
danger from Herod was as great as that of 
any other perſon, ſince ſhe had entered into 
a contract with Sylleus, the Arabian, with 
an intention to marry him, though ſhe 
knew he was a profeſſed enemy to the king; 
and that ſhe had repeatedly given him ſe- 
cret accounts of the tranſactions of the ca- 
binet. The view of Ariſtobulus in giving 
her this warning, was to involve her in the 
ſame fate with himſelf and brother; but 
it happened otherwiſe, and this ſcheme 
proved the deſtruction of them both ; for 
Salome immediately going to the king, 
informed him of what Ariſtobulus had 
faid, by which means he was ſo much en- 


raged, that he cauſed the brothers to be 


put in chains, and kept ſeparate. 

During the violence. of Herod's paſſion, 
he ſent Volumnious, a commander of horſe, 
and Olympus, his friend, to Ceſar, with 
an account of what had paſſed. On ar- 
riving at Rome, they delivered their letters 
to Cæſar, the peruſal of which gave him 

reat pain, on account of the young men 
but he was diffident of exerting his autho- 
rity to the prejudice of the natural power 
of a father over his children; wherefore he 
ſent an anſwer to Herod, that, ** He was 
maſter of himſelf, and all thoſe who de- 
pended on him.“ Yet Cæſar thought it 
prudent to call a council of Herod's friends 
and relations, with the governors of the 
province, to examine into the plot; and 
then to execute thoſe who had been guilty 
of wilfal malice ; but he thought that a 
ſlighter puniſhment might ſuffice, if the 
brothers had only entertained an idea of 
abſconding. 1 
Berytus was fixed on by the emperor as 
the place where the contending parties 
ſhould meet; and, agreeable to his in- 


ſtructions, Herod ſummoned a council te 


aſſemble there. Cæſar appointed the 
preſidents, who were Saturninus and Peda- 
nius, ambaſſadors, with Volumnius, gover- 
nor of the province, and Herod's friends 


and relations; Salome and Pheroras not 


excepted. Beſides theſe there were all the 
chief men of Syria, except king Archelaus, 
the father-in-law of Alexander, of whom 
Herod was ſuſpicious. The brothers were 
kept in cuſtody, at the village of Plantane, 
in Sidonia, the council being averſe to ad- 
mitting them into court, for reaſons of 
prudence ; as the very fight of them would 


viated every objection 


WARS OF THE JEwse, 
only: the more infamous the traduction, 


have excited compaſſion; and if they had 
been permitted to plead their own cauſe, 
it was in Alexander's power to have ob- 


When Herod ſtood up to ſpeak, he ex- 


preſſed his diſpleaſure againſt his ſons in 


his children, 


the moſt violent manner, as if they had 
been within hearing. Oa the ſubject of the 
conſpiracy, he ſpoke in a low and faint 
voice, as if unwilling that what he had to 
ſay on this topic ſhould be heard ; for he 
could not poſſibly prove his aſſertions : but 
when he ſpoke of acts of diſobedience, in- 
juries, rancourous expreſſions, and affronts 
to himſelf, he was dickinethy heard by every 
one; and he inſinuated, that death itſelf 
was leſs painful in his idea, than theſe 
inſults. At length, when he found there 
was no oppoſition to his will, he directed 
the court to proceed to ſentence, after la- 
menting his unhappy fate, in being victori- 
ous in a conteſt that coſt him ſo dear. 

The firſt opinion was given by Saturninus, 
who ſaid the ſons ought to be puniſhed, 
but not capitally; for it would look ill to 
paſs ſuch ſentence on the abſent, while 


K 


Herod had three ſons in the council. The 
ambaſſadors, and ſeveral others were of the 


ſame opinion; but Volumaius adjudged 
them to ſuffer death, in which he was fol- 
lowed by ſuch others as the intereſt or 
paſſions of Herod had influenced: but 
none of them bore any malice to the un- 
fortunate youths. 
this affair occaſioned an alarming ſuſpence 
in Judea and Syria ; though no one thought 
that Herod would accede to the murder of 
However, ſo little of hu- 
manity was there in his diſpoſition, that 
he ſent them in chains to Tyre, and thence 
to Cziarea by ſea, till he determined in 


The brothers 
ſentenced to' 


die. 


The expected iſſue of 


what manner they ſhould be put to 


| death, 5 | 


At this period advanced one Tyro, an The gener- 


INE” | 3h, f % 
ancient ſoldier, who was a great admirer of of Tyre, 2 


s bravery 


the young princes, and whoſe ſon was very common ſol- 


much eſteemed by Alexander. 


conduct, went about exclaiming like a mad- 
man, that, Juſtice was inſulted, truth was 
vaniſhed ; that iniquity triumphed at large 
in the world, while humanity and natural 
affection had fled from the face of the earth.“ 
At length he went to the king, whom he 
addreſſed in the following manner: Thou, 
Herod, of all men exiſting, art certainly 
the moſt miſerable; ſince thou art puniſh- 
ed by giving credit to the baſeſt and vileſt 
of the people, to the injury of thy beſt and 


thers. 


moſt approved friends. For inſtance, there 


are Salome and Pheroras, whom thou haſt 


declared deſerving of death; yet on the 


credit of theſe people, art thou raſhly pro- 
ceeding to deprive thy ſons of their lives. 


Thou haſt not conſidered how much An- 


6P tipater 


- 


7 


Tyro, in a dier in favour 


rage of reſentment at Herod's prepoſterous 1 


v# 


ſtrangled at 
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Antipater in 
a conſpiracy 
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| tipiter will be gratified by the deſtruction 
of the legal heirs, when only thyſelf and 
him remains: for the plan of thy enemies 
is to have a king who will govern according 
to their wiſhes. But, in this caſe, let them 
beware of the ſoldiers: for if they reſent 
the murder, no one knows where the de- 
ſtruction may end. Every man pities the 
brothers; and the men of rank publicly 
complain of the ill management of affairs.” 
Several of the mal- contents were now men- 
tioned by Tyro, on which Herod gave 
orders for their immediate apprehenſion, 
and that Tyro and his fon ſhould likewiſe 
be taken into cuſtody: 1 

One Tryphon, the king's barber, hap- 
pening to be preſent at this time, advanced, 
and offered himſelf as an evidence againſt 
Tyro; declaring that he had, in the name 
of Alexander, offered him a conſiderable 


reward, if he would cut Herod's throat | 


while he was ſhaving him. Hereupon, 
orders were given that the barber, with 
Tyro and his fon, ſhould be put to the 
torture. The two latter denied every thing 
that was charged againſt them, and Try- 
phon remained perfectly filent. On this, 
| Herod ordered an encreaſe of Tyro's tor- 
ments ; till his ſon, in mere compaſhon for 
the father, promiſed the king a full diſco- 
very, if he might be pardoned. In con- 
ſequence of this, he was taken from the 
torture, when he declared that Alexander 
had inſtigated his father to murder the 
king. Some perſons gave credit to this 
ſtory, while others ſuppoſed it was merely 
a contrivance of the youth, to procure a 
remiſſion of his father's ſufferings. 

Soon after this, Herod ſpoke reproach- 
fully of ſome great officers of the army, 
and of Tyro; which ſo inflamed the popu- 
lace, that they attacked thoſe officers, as 
well as Tyro and the barber, with ſtones 
and cudgels, and deſtroyed them all. Herod's 
unhappy ſons were now at Sebaſte, near 
Cæſarea, where he ordered them to be 
ſtrangled, and their bodies conveyed to 
Alexandrion, and depoſited by their mo- 
ther's uncle, Alexander. Thus ended the 
lives of Ariſtobulus and Alexander, 


CH AP. XVIII. 


Antipater concerts the rum of his father. 
Herod's tenderneſs for the orphans of his 
deceaſed ſons. A faction among the women 
of Herod's court. Antipater declared 
ucceſſor to the throne in Herod's laſt will, 


The deſign of Sylleus againſt the life of 


. Herod diſcovered. 


HE ſucceſſion to the kingdom was 
now looked on as certain by Anti- 
ater: but the people univerſally hated 
im; for they were ſenſible that he was 
the author of all the preceding miſchieſs : 


nor was he eaſy himſelf, when he reflected 
on the future vengeance of the children of 
the murdered brothers. By Glaphyra, 


— 
— 


| Called Philip, by the Evangiliſts. 


| Alexander had two ſons, named Tigranes 
and Alexander ; and by Berenice, daughter 
of Salome; Ariſtobulus had Herod, Agri ppa 
and Ariſtobulus, and two daughters, named 
Herodias and Mariamne. After the death 
of Alexander, Glaphyra was ſent back to 
Cappadocia, and her fortune returned to 
her father: and Berenice, the widow of 
Ariſtobulus, was married to her uncle An. 
tipater, who concerted the match in order 
to conciliate the friendſhip of Salome, and 
terminate the prevailing animoſities. An- 
tipater complimented, and made preſents 
to Pheroras, and alſo ſent large ſums to 
Rome, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the in- 
tereſt of Cæſar's friends; nor was he leſs 
generous to Saturninus and his other friends 
in Syria. But his profuſe expences pro- 
duced no good effect, they being deemed 
the reſult of fear; fo that, in proportion to 
the ſums he exhauſted, the contempt of 
him encreaſed, while thoſe who did not 
participate in his bounty became his inve- 
terate enemies. | 
| Having ſummoned - a council, Herod Herods t 
ſent for the children of Alexander and Arif. ui . 
tobulus, and when they appeared, thusof ra 
addreſſed himfelf to the aſſembly: / Youel fou. 
now behold the deſcendants of an unha 
family. Having been deprived of their 
fathers, it behoves me to act more kindly 
by them than I did by their parents. 
With this view, I ſhall provide, that, after 
my deceaſe, theſe children may be placed 
| under the care of my moſt valued friends. 
With regard to you, Pheroras, it is my 
advice, that you eſpouſe your daughter to 
the eldeſt ſon of Pheroras, and become 
at once his father and guardian. And I 
recommend you, Antipater, to marry your 
ſon to one of the daughters of Ariſtobulus, 
and diſcharge the duty of a parent towards 
the orphan child: and my with is, that 
the other daughter may be joined in wed- 
lock to my ſon Herod®, the grandſon of 
Simon, the high-prieſt, by my mother's 
fide. Theſe requeſts I truſt will not be 
diſapproved by thoſe who have a real 
friendſhip for me; and I moſt ſincerely 
implore*Heaven to bleſs the alliances I have 
propoſed, ſo that the happineſs of my king- 
dom may be encreaſed, and that the child- 
ren may experience greater comforts than 
were known to their parents.” Having 
delivered the above addreſs, Herod joined 
the hands of the princes, and then diſmiſſed 
the aſſembly, taking leave of each member 
reſpectively. | 

Antipater was greatly affected by what 
had paſſed, conſidering that the favour 
ſhewn to the children, would prove in- 


— 
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jurious 
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Einſolence 
Pipater, 


%; fas 


thoughts of this alliance. 


jurious to him, in the ſame proportion as 
they were benefited ; and he was particu- 
larly alarmed, leſt the tetrarch Pheroras 
ſhould unite his intereſt with Archelaus, in 
ſupport of the rights of the ſons of Alex- 
ander. Tormented with the ideas that he 
was held in deteſtation by the public, and 
that the children were univerſally. com- 
paſſionated, he determined to exert his 
endeavours for procuring the contracts to 
be diffolved. With this view; he ſolicited 
Herod to alter the diſpoſition of the mar- 
riages, which, he ſaid, might be eaſily done; 
ſince the king had ſo numerous a family. 
Herod had nine wives, and children by 
ſeven of them; namely, Antipater by 
Doris; Herod by Mariamne ; Antipas and 


Archelaus by Malthace ; lik-wiſe a daugh- 


ter, named Olympias, married to his bro- 


ther Joſeph; Herod and Philip by Cleopa- 


tra of Jeruſalem; Roxane by Phædra, and 
Salome by Elpis. Of the two. wives, by 
whom he had no children, one was his 
couſin; and the other the daughter of his 
brother, Excluſive of theſe, the two ſiſters 
of Alexander and Ariſtobulus were born of 
Mariamne. | 

Antipater's urgency induced Herod to 
ſuſpect that his intentions were to effect the 
ruin of the children; and, therefore, he 
ſeverely cenſured the freedom of his ex- 


. poſtulation, and obliged him to leave the 


apartment: but afterwards, by means of 
flattery and artful management, altered his 
former plan, and gave the daughter of 
Ariſtobulus in marriage to Antipater; and 
wedded his ſon to the daughter of Pheroras. 
By this the influence of Antipater over 
Herod became evident. 

But ſimilar arguments could not prevail 
in the caſe of Salome, though ſhe was ſup- 
ported by the empreſs Julia, and was alſo 
his own ſiſter. Salome withed to be united 
in marriage with Sylleus, the Arabian, and 
engaged the empreſs in her favour : but 
Herod not only oppoſed the plan, but 
folemnly ſwore he would treat her as his 
worſt enemy if ſhe did not abandon all 


compelled her to marry a friend of his 


named Alexas, and then to cauſe one of her 
daughters to be eſpouſed to the ſon of 


Alexas, and the other to Antipater's uncle 
on the maternal fide. One of the daugh- 
ters of Mariamne was likewiſe given by 
Herod, to Antipater, the ſon of his fiſter ; 
and the other to Phaſael, his nephew on 
the brother's ſide. | 

Circumſtances being thus altered to the 
convenience of Antipater, and the excluſion 


of the orphans, his pride and malignity 


were increaſed to ſuch a degree, that he 
became perfectly inſupportable. He was 
ſenſible that as the people hated him, his 
ſafety could conſiſt only in their fear of him 


— 


After this, he 
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likewiſe: and Pheroras now treated him 
as a prince already poileſled of ſovereign 
power. . | V 
About this time, new diſturbances hap- 
pened in the court of Herod, owing to a 
faction among the women: the wife, the 


ſolent manner towards the king's daughters * 
a circumſtance that gratified the malice of 
Antipater, who entertained the utmoſt 
hatred for them : and with regard to the 
reſt of the women, they were all afraid of 
the faction, Salome alone excepted, who 
informed the king of every thing that paſ- 
(ed in their private aſſemblies, hinting that 
his intereſt was endangered by their con- 
ſultations. 


been communicated to the king, they diſ- 
continued their aſſemblies, and affected to 
behave as if they were in a ſtate of animo- 
ſity, rather than engaged in a confederacy 
againſt Herod: and under the ſame kind of 
diſguiſe, Antipater ridiculed Pheroras. The 
nightly meetings ſtill continued to be held, 
and nothing that paſſed there eſcaped the 
vigilance of Salome, who reported the par- 
ticulars of the conſultations to the king. 
This intelligence enraged Herod, and par- 
ticularly againſt the wife of Pheroras, ſhe 
being the moſt ſeverely accuſed by Salome. 
Having ſummoned a council of his friends 
and relations, Herod accuſed her of preju- 
dicing the Phariſces againſt him, of inſulting 
his daughters, and of giving his brother a 
potion for making him hate him. Herod 
aſked Pheroras, if it were put to his option, 
which he would moſt readily part with, 
his brother or his wife. He replied, that 
he would prefer death to a ſeparation from 
his wife. This declaration ſomewhat con- 
founded the king, who, after having deli- 
berated, ſtrictly enjoined Antipater not to 
hold any converſation or intercourſe what- 
ever either with Pheroras or his wife, or 
with any perſons with whom they were 
upon terms of intimacy. _ EQ 
Antipater affected an obedience to his 
command, but he ſtill continued to meet 
his confederates by night. Having many 
friends in Italy, Antipater ſo contrived 
matters with them, that letters were 
written to Herod, repreſenting the pro- 
priety of ſending Antipater to Rome, in 
order to pay his reſpects to Cæſar. In 
compliance herewith, Herod diſpatched 
him to the emperor's court, having provided 
him with a ſplendid retinue, money, and 
whatever elſe his occaſions could require, 
at the ſame time giving into his cuttody 
his laſt will and teſtament, wherein Anti- 
pater was declared heir to the throne, 
which after his deceaſe was to devolve to 
Herod, the king's ſon by Mariamne. 


« ; | Regardleſs 


mother and the ſiſter of Pheroras, and the A court cabal 
mother of Antipater behaved in a moſt in- among the 


1 When the women were in- Salome gives 

formed that notice of their meetings had tie bing no- 
tice of the 

faction. 
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with Antipater the cauſe he had foritietly de- 


Sylleus's 
practices of 
ſubornation 
and corrup- 
tion, laid o- 
pen. 


Pheroras baniſhed from court. 


Ant. I. 17, 
b. 3» 5» 6, To» 


Pheroras and 
his wife ba- 
niſlled. 


The king 


recovers, and refuſed to attend; but, contrary to all ex- 


vilits Phero- 
ras in his 


ſickneſs. The ter wards, Pheroras being attacked with ill- 
neſs, he received a viſit from Herod, who 
behaved to him in a very affectionate manner 
but in a ſhort time the diſorder put an end 
to his life. Notwithſtanding it was gener- 
ally ſuppoſed that Herod had a great eſteem 
for Pheroras, a rumour was circulated that 


latter dies. 


KH 18S TORY 
Regardleſs of Cæſar's order, Sylleus, the 


Arabian, at this time undertook another 
journey to Rome, in order again to debate 


fended againſt Nicolaus: This was a con- 
troverſy of great importance maintained | 
againſt his ſovereign Aretas for having put | 
ſeveral of his friends to death. Sohemus, 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed inhabitant of the 
city of Petra, being of the number. Sylleus 
bribed Tabatas, one of Cæſar's governors, 
to aſſiſt bim againſt Herod: : but by gifts 
of higher value the latter detached him 
from the intereſt of Sylleus, and appointed 
him receiver of his duties Hereupon, 
Sylleus repreſented to the emperor, that 
Tabatus was not a governor under Augul\- 
tus, but under Herod. Highly incenſed 
by this proceeding, Tabatus betrayed Syl- 
leus to Herod, declaring, that by means | 
of a large ſum of money he had prevailed} 


— 


on Corinthus, one of the guards, to join 


in the conſpiracy, and adviſing that the 
latter might be apprehended. Though 
educated at court, Corinthus was by birth 
an Arabian. By the king's order he and 
two of his countrymen, one the friend of | 


Sylleus, and the other named Phylarchus, 


were taken into cuſtody. Being put to the 
torture, the aſſociates of Corinthus confeſſed 
that Sylleus had corrupted him by a pre- 
ſent of a very conſiderable ſum of money 
to undertake the murder of the king. After 
being interrogated by Saturnius, governor 
of Syria, he ſent the witneſſes to Rome. 


CHAP. XIX. 


His death. 
Antipater's abrupt treatment of his father. 
Herod's ſeverity. The teſtimony of the 
widow of Pheroras. Mariamne proved 
to have had a concern in the plot. 


EROD having ample cauſe of diſ- 

pleaſure againſt the wife of Pheroras, 
he daily importuned him to diſmiſs her : 
but this he refuſed to do; whereupon the 
king banithed them both from court. Re- 
pairiny to his tetrarchy, Pheroras ſol:manly 
{wore that he would not return during the 
life of Herod. Being ſoon after afflicted 
with illneſs, the King diſpatched a meſſage 
to Pheroras, purporting, that as he appre- 
hended his death to be approaching, he 
was deſirous of ſeeing him, in order to | 
communicate to him ſome matters of a 
public and important nature. Pheroras 
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pectation, the king recovered. Soon af- 


—_— 


he had cauſed him to be poiſoned. The 


| 


EF THE 


body was conveyed to Jeruſalem, and buried 
in a magnificent manner, and a public 
mourning was obſerved for the deceaſed, 
Thus ended the life of one of the murderers 
of Alexander and Ariſtobulus: but Anti. 
pater, the author of it, afterwards experi- 
enced the puniſhment of his wickedneſs; 
and the death of Pheroras gave riſe to his 
ruin; for ſome of the freedmen of Pheroras, 
lamenting the loſs they had ſuſtained; went 
to the king, and informed him that his 
brother had been poiſoned; for that his 
wife had given him a kind of food not 
dreſſed in the cuſtomary way, and that he 
was immediately taken violently ill after 
ſwallowing it. Two days before this cir- 
cumſtance, it had been remarked, that a 
cunning woman had, by the advice o the 
mother and ſiſter, been brought from Ara- 
bia, to prepare a medicine for Pheroras, 
which ptoved to be a moſt rancorous poiſon, 
adminiſtered by the advice of Sylleus, who 
was well acquainted with the woman. 

Preſumptions were ſo ſtrong, and ſuſpi- 
cions ſo numerous, that Herod ordered 
teveral perſons, both bond and free, to be 
put to the torture. Among theſe was a 
woman, who in the extremity of her ſuf— 
terings exclaimed, © May that ſupreme 
power who rules Heaven and earth, avenge 
both thee and ourſelves upon the mother of 
Antipater for the miſeries we now endure 
through her contrivance.” Herod made 
ſtrict enquiry into the meaning of the above 
exclamation, and was informed by one of 
the freed women of the clandeſtine meet- 
ings which Pheroras had been accuſtomed 
to hold with the mother of Antipater and 
other diſaffected women. 
The women being ſeparately examined, 
Herod was convinced that the charge they 


had advanced was true; and he was of 
opinion, that Antipater's going to Rome, 
and Pheroras procuring himſelf to be ba- 
niſhed, were but contrivances for the ſucceſs 
of their plot; for they had. been often 
heard to ſay it would. be dangerous to re- 
main within the power of the man who 
had cauſed his wife and children to be put 
w death. 

The women depoſed, that Antipater pyerors pt 
would frequently addreſs his mother, pur- fond. , 
porting, that while he was declining 1nto oe 
age, his father ſeemed every day to become to his ft 
younger; that as the king appeared likely 
to live a conſiderable time, if he ſhould 
ſurvive him, he might not ſucceed to the 
throne till the infirmities of old age bad 
rendered him incapable of enjoying the 
pleaſures of royalty ; that the children of 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus were like ſo 
many hydra-heads ſhooting forth, while 
his own ifſue were debarred the ſucceſſion, 


which the king had conferred upon the go? 
0 


of the widow 
of Pheraras: 


of Mariamne; that of all parents, Herod 
was the moſt unnatural and cruel; that he 
was a dotard, a tyrant and a ſavage, with 


the diſcovery ſhe was preparing to milce q 


and then pronounced the following con 
feſſion: When you viſited, and tenderiy 
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con- 


whom it was dangerous to live in the pro- 
feſſion of friendſhip: The women declared 
that he had directed the moſt acrimonious 
reproaches againſt the king for having 

iven him a hundred talents on dondition 
of his holding no further intercourſe with 
Pheroras, repreſenting that act as a proof 
of his ſeverity to his brothers; and added, 
that he had ſignified his intention of retir- 
ing with the deponents to Petra. 

The confeſſion of the women convinced 


Katt do the king of Antipater's treachery ; but the 
ers rea” circumſtance that moſt particularly ſtruck 


his attention-was that .of the hundred ta- 


lents ; for till now he had ſuppoſed that | 


affair to be only known'to Antipater. Do- 
ris was the firſt object of the king's diſ- 
pleaſure. He took from her the valuable 
trinkets and other ornaments he had pre- 
ſented to her, to the value of ſeveral talents, 
and then baniſhed her. When his rage 
was ſomewhat abated, he relieved the wo- 
men belonging to Pheroras from the torture: 
but he was at the ſame time tormented 


with fear of the conſequence of this mercy ; | 
for ſo rigid was he in his cruelties,” that, 


leſt any of the guilty ſhould eſcape, the 
innocent were frequently put to'the torture. 
Antipater, the Samaritan, the deputy of 


the other Antipater, now gave his evidence; 


by which it appeared that Antipater had 
diſpatched a friend of Antiphilus into 
Egypt, to procure poiſon for the king. 
This poiſon was received from Theudion, 
Antipater's uncle, and by his order, deli- 
vered to Pheroras, who had undertaken 
to perpetrate the horrid deed, while Anti- 


pater was at Rome, and conſequently be- 
yond the reach of ſuſpicion : and Pheroras 
committed the care of the poiſon to his wife. | 


On receiving this intelligence, the king 
ſent immediately for the widow of Pheroras, 
whom he commanded to make an inſtant 


diſcovery of the ſecret. She had no ſooner 


received theſe orders, than ſhe retired under 
pretence of fetching the poiſon ; but threw 
herſelf from the top of the houſe, at once 
to prevent the diſcovery, and avoid the 
torture. But Providence would not thus 
permit the eſcape of Antipater ; for not 
being killed by the fall, ſhe was taken up, 
and conveyed to the king; and being 
ſomewhat recovered from the hurt ſhe had 
received, Herod urged her to inform him 
what could have tempted her to run ſuch a 
hazard; ſolemnly ſwearing that, if ſhe 
diſcovered the truth, ſhe ſhould be no fur- 
ther puniſhed ; but that, if ſhe gave a falſe 
account, -ſhe ſhould: be tortured to death, 
and denied the honours'of a funeral. 
Having received this afſurance, ſhe ap- 


"idence pealed to Heaven to witneſs the truth of | 


condoled with my ſick huſband in his ill- 


neſs, he called me to him; and declared 
that your generous concern on his account 
had convinced him that he had been de- 
ceived in his opinion of the light in which 
you conſidered him, and had therefore har- 


Antipater had brought, and burn it in his 
preſence, or other wiſe he ſhould die with 
an intolerable weight of guilt on his mind. 
According to his directions, I fetched the 
poiſon, and burnt the greater part of it in 
my huſband's preſence, but I reſerved a 
part for my own uſe, in caſe; my misfortunes 
{ſhould urge me to the deſperate reſolution 
of deſtroying: myſelf.” She then produced 
a box containing a ſmall quantity of poiſon: 
The mother and brother of Antiphilus be- 
ing examined, from their evidence it 
peared that Antiphilus had brought 


boured an enmity againſt you, and meditated :... :.... 
your deſtruction. He then charged me tod 
fetch the remainder of the poiſon Which 


ap- 
bt. A 
box out of Egypt, and that he had received 


the poiſon. from his brother, a phyſician of Nariamne 2 
Alexandrion. From the teſtimony! of her party in the 


the daughter of the high-prieſt, had been 
concerned in the plot. [Herod puniſhed-the 


cancelled' that part of his will declaring 
Herod the ſucceſſor of Antipater. Fad 


HAT xx 


punges the name of. Antipater from. bis 
will, and ſubſtitutes that of Antipas. 


HE moſt material evidence againſt 
ture arrived from Rome with the poiſon of 


effect, Phororas and his wife might ſtill be 
provided with means of depriving the king 
of life. Bathyllus alſo brought ſeveral 
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At this time Archelaus and Philip were 
purſuing their ſtudies at Rome. Being 
young men of enterpriſing ſpirits, and other 
excellent qualities, and alſo the ſons of a 
king, Antipater conſidered them as pow+» 


der the ſignatures of his friends at Rome, 
in prejudice of the brothers, pretending 
that they were accuſtomed to ſpeak in the 


56 death 


an aſp, and of other ſerpents, in ordet᷑ that if 
the poiſon before procured ſhould fail of 


erful obſtacles to his ambitious projects, n 
and therefore concerted means for their ruin of Ar- 


deſtruction. He forged divers letters un- chelaus and | 
Philip. 


moſt irreverent terms of their father; to 
exclaim againſt him on account of the 


iniquity of the mother in the ſon; for he 


Antipater alarmed by the death of Pheraras. 
He. is ordered to; prepare for his trial. 
Proęſs of his guilt addueed... . The king ex: 


* * bs 


1 Antipater was one of his own freed- gathyllus a 
men, named Bathyllus, who at this junc- witneſs : 
againſt Phe- 


roras. 


counterfeit letters calculated to injure the 


nti pater 


* 


Herod anxi- ; 
ous for Anti-had been honourably treated and diſmiſſed 


= * 4 4 
Pater s return. hy the emperor, and was on the point of 


attributed it, not to his regard to Pheroras, 


: to any other. 


oel 
death of Ariſtobulus and Alexander, and 
for having ordered his return from Rome. 
Before Antipater quitted Judea, he had 
cauſed counterfeit letters of a like inſidious | 
tendency to be delivered to Herod, | to | 
whom, with a view of avoiding ſuſpicion, 
he frequently applied in behalf of the 
— whoſe deſtruction he was conſtant- 
y labouring to accompliſh. 

Antipater now wrote to. Herod, that he 


commencing his journey. Herod, till 
anxious till he had him in his power, left 
any precaution ſhould prevent his coming, 
wrote him letters of great apparent kind- 
neſs, deſiring him to expedite his return; 
and telling him that, if he made haſte, he 
might compound for the offence of his 
mother, whom Antipater knew to be al- 
ready baniſhed. When he arrived at Ta- 
rentum, he received a letter advifing him 
of the death of Pheroras, which exceed- 
ingly ſhocked him. Some imputed the 
extremity of his ſorrow to his concern for 
the death of ſo near a relation; while others 


but to his concern for the loſs of an accom- 
plice and agent in his deteſtable plot, and 
his fear that what had been already done 
ſhould be diſcovered, and the whole ſtory 
of the poiſon revealed. | 
When he reached Celendris, he began 
to have certain fore-boding ideas of what 
might happen, and could not avoid reflect- 
ing very ſeriouſly on the ſituation of his 
mother. Thoſe who were not prudent 
and cautious. among his friends, adviſed 
him to go forward to his father, till he re- 
ceived certain information of the cauſe of 
his mother's baniſhment ; leſt he himſelf 
ſhould be involved in the crime imputed 
to her: but thoſe of leſs judgment, who 
wiſhed to reviſit their native place without 
regard to the conſequence to Antipater, 


urged his proceeding with all poſſible ex- 


pedition; ſaying, that his delay might 
cauſe ſuſpicion, and furniſh arguments for 
his adverſaries ; that if any thing was done 
againſt him, it would be during his ab- 


fence ; for that if he were on the ſpot, no 
man would preſume to oppoſe him. The 


faid farther, that it would be the height of 
folly to hazard aggeal advantage for an idle 
chimera; that his buſineſs was to make all 
expedition to his father, to be within reach 
of receiving a crown that could not deſcend 


a fatality, continued his voyage to the port 
of Sebaſte in Cæſarea. | 

He was aſtoniſhed, at his arrival there, 
to find himſelf avoided by the people, no 


y|| tion from Czar. 


one being willing to affociate with him. It 
is true that they hated him as much be- 


| —— 
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fore, but did not ſhew it ſo openly. He 
went to Rome in great pomp; but his 
return was altogether as contemptibly 
mean. He was now acquainted in general 
with the diſturbances and contentions in 
the family; but he had the ſenſe to diſguiſe 
his fears, and conceal an aching heart by a 
ſmiling countenance. It was not now poſſi- 
ble for him to make an eſcape, or relie ve him- 
ſelf from his diſtreſſes by any other means. 
Still he was not abſolutely certain as to the 


particular ſtate of affairs at home, ſo that 


he had hopes either that his crimes were 
undiſcovered, or that by artifice and con- 
fidence he might acquit himſelf. 


Antipater and his friends having advanced 3 
towards the palace, his retinue was con- ters the . 


lace, and ad 
dre fes him. 
If to hisf 
the confidence to addreſs Herod with thether. 


temptuouſly denied admittance at the outer 
gate, whereupon he entered alone. He hg 


appearance of duty and reſpect: but the 
king extended his hand to prevent his too 
near approach, ſaying, ** Preſumptuous 
wretch! doſt thou imagine that I can 
ſubmit to the embrace of a paricide? 
Curſed be that impiety which prompts 
thee to approach me, till thou haſt diſ- 


proved the charges alledged againſt thee, 


For what purpole doſt thou ſuppoſe Varus, 
the governor of Syria, to be now here, but 


to ſentence thee to puniſhment propor- 


tioned to thy demerits? Leave my pre- 
ſence, and be prepared for thy defence by 
to-morrow morning.” Aſtoniſhed at theſe 
words, Antipater retired in gloomy ſilence. 
Being ſoon after informed by his mother 


and wife of the late occurrences, he re- 


covered from his ſtupifaction, and employed 


himſelf in diviſing what he ſhould urge in 
his defence. | 


[Book 


On the following day, the king con- antipater 
vened a council of his friends and relations, til. 


and likewſe the friends of Antipater, him- 


| ſelf and Varus preſiding in the court. 


Among the witneſſes were ſeveral of the 
domeſtics of Doris, the mother of Antipa- 
ter, who produced letters from the mother 
to the ſon, ſignifying that his father was 
appriſed of the particulars of his proceed- 
ings, and adviſing him to avoid the king, 
unleſs he was aſſured of receiving protec- 
The witneſſes having 
entered the court, Antipater followed, and 
caſting himſelf at his father's feet, ſaid, 
« ] humbly intreat, Sir, that you will not 
prejudge my cauſe; hear me impartially, 


| and I cannot, fail to produce the moſt in- 
Theſe arguments had their 


weight; and Antipater, as if impelled by 


conteſtible evidence of my innocence.” 
Herod now exhibited a variety of capital 
charges againſt Antipater, and mentioned 


| many inſtances of his hypocricy, againſt 


which he admoniſhed Varus to be on his 
guard. He faid, that for his murderous 
intention, Antipater was deſerving death, 
and that, however, he might lament Dy 

| crue 
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cruel deftiny, he was determined to inflict 
condign puniſhment upon all who ſought 
his deſtruction, though the event might be 
the utter extinction of his whole family. 
The king directed Nicolaus to produce the 

rooſs againſt Antipater, who having re- 
mained till now proſtrate before his father, 


aroſe, and having acknou ledged the king's deemed a favour by Herod. Theſe letters; 
unbounded penerofity and kindneſs to him, || which were the production of Antipater, 
faid, that his unfortunate journey to Rome] were filled with the moſt ſcandalous in- 
had afforded his enemies an opportunity of | vectives againſt, and reproaches of the 
laying the foundation of his ruin. He ſaid, king; and Acme was only employed to 
Cæſar was Convinced of his loyalty, and || convey them to Herod, on the promiſe of 
had repeatedly commended his veneration an ample gratuity, What made the guilt 
towards his father. He then preſented || ot Antipater yet more evident, was a letter 
letters to Herod, entreating him to receive || from this very Acme to him, conceived in 
them, and faying they would fully refute the following terms: Apreeable to your 
the malicious charges advanced by his ac-|| commands, I have written to your father, 
cuſers. He requeſted that he might not|| and have alſo ſent him other letters. You 
be condemned upon evidence produced by || may be aſſured that, on the perulal of them; 
torture, and concluded with ſaying, that ut || the king will be ſufficiently enraged againſt _ 
he was guilty of the horrid crimes imputed his ſiſter. Now I have done my duty, let 
to him, the court would be juſtifiable 1n || it be your care not to forget the promiſe 
puniſhing him with the utmoſt ſeverity || you have made me.” | | 
that could poſſibly be exerciſed, His de- When this forgery had been detected; 
fence was delivered in fo pathetic a man- || and other practices againſt Salome diſco- 
ner, that Varus and the other auditors || vered, Herod was alarmed and aſtoniſhed 
appeared to compaſſionate the caſe of the on the reflection, that ſhe had ſo narrowly - 
accuſed party: but being aſſured of his eſcaped from the ſnare laid by Antipater : 
guilt, Herod alone remained inflexible, and an idea now ſtrongly poſſeſſed his ima- 
Nicolaus next addreſſed the court, pre- || gination that Alexander himſelf had fallen 
facing the evidence he had to adduce, with || a ſacrifice to ſome ſuch artifice: wherefore 
obſervations on the artful proceedings of || he was now reſolved, without loſs of time; 
Antipater, whom he accuſed of many ca- || to cauſe juſtice to be executed on Antipater, 
mou pital offences. The unhappy fituation of || in the name of all the family: but, juſt at 
nd public affairs, was wholly imputed to An- this juncture Herod was prevented from Herod's fck- 
1 tipater; and the death of the brothers was || carrying his plan into execution, by a vio- neſs prevents 
repreſented as the conſequence of his ca- || lent fit of ſickneſs: however, he tranſmitted f And puer. 
lumnies. He was alſo accuſed of medi- to Cæſar an account of the treacherous 
tating the ruin of the ſurvivers, as bei g in || practices againſt Salome, with information 
. the way of his advancement to the throne, || how far Acme was concerned in the plot. 
Nicolaus produced the evidence reſpecting This being done, he altered his will, and 
the intention of poiſoning the king, in af ſtriking out the name of Antipater, inſerted 
regular arrangement, and having expatiated that of Antipas in its place, but took no Autipas 
on the wickedneſs of Pheroras, ſaying he notice of Archelaus and Philip, though apa e 
had acted under the inſtigation of Antipa- || they were the elder brothers. To the Herod. : 
ter, alledged that the latter had corrupted || emperur he bequeathed a thouſand talents, 
the minds of many perſons attached to the beſides other pecuniary reg Nux N To 
king, and rendered the palace a ſcene of || the empreis, her ſons, friends, and freed- 
diſorder, lewdneſs and confuſion. men, he left about fifty talents; and to 
Being aſked by Varus what he had to otner perſons, lands, and other legacies. 
ſay in his defence, Antipater mdae no Lo his ſiſter Salome he likewiſe made a 
other reply, than by ſolemnly appealing || very conſiderable bequeſt, _ | 
to Heaven that he was wholly innocent. | 1 
Hereupon, Varus called for the poiſon, C H A P. XXI. 
and giving part of it to a perſon under ſen- 
tence of death, he expired immediately. 
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departed the following day. Herod like- | Antipater put to death, and ſucceeded. 1 
wiſe ſent an account of the proſecution to Archelaus. The death of Herod. e 


the emperor, and committed Antipater to advancement of Archelaus celebrated: 
ke an gc. Cloſe cuſtody, , 


$35 


ſervant of Antiphilus, on his return from 
Rome, brought the king a letter from 
Acme, an attendant on the empreſs, in 
which ſhe informed him; that having found 
among the papers of her miſtreſs, a num- 
ber of letters from Salome to Julia; ſhe - 
thought the receipt of them would be 


— 


Herad's unhappy ſituation. The golden eagle 
deſtroyed. Several people put to death. 


vice vich After this; Antipater was charged with PPRESSED with age, ſicknels, 8 
mr. @ treacherous deſign againſt Salome. *| " vexation, Herod's weakneſs daily 


increaſed 


_- 
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increaſed. He was now ſeventy years of , ſoners, and the two principal agents, and 
age, and ſuch was his compunction for the || extend his mercy to the others. This he 
death of his ſons, that when his bodily || at length complied with, ordering the two 
complaints were the leaſt troubleſome, his ring- leaders, and thoſe who deſcended b 
mind was in a continual ſtate of torment. || the ropes, to be burnt alive, and the others 
His indiſpoſition having greatly increaſed, of the combination to be beheaded by the 
the king ſeverely regretted that Antipater || common executioner. 1 OfE 
was {till living ; for he had determined not || The illneſs of Herod now increaſed ſo 
to negle& the firſt opportunity of giving || that he was pained from head to foot ; he 
orders for his execution. had a burning fever, an itching all over 
Atumulta» At this time, another popular tumult his body, pain in his ſtomach and bowels, 
mong the Po. aroſe. The inſurgents were headed by and the droply ; his ſecret parts were pu- 
Pose“ Judas, the ſon of Sephoreas, and Matthias, || trified, and infected with worms; he 
the fon of Margalus, two ſophiſts eminent || breathed with difficulty; his nerves were 
for their knowledge of the laws, and in || contracted, and he was univerſally con- 
high reputation with the people. They || vulied. The ſuperſtitious imputed this 
daily gave lectures which were attended by || complication of diſorders to a judgment 
great numbers of young men. Being in- on him for the death of the two ſophiſts 
formed of the declining ſtate of the King's yet notwithſtanding his extreme torments, 
health, they ſignified to their followers, || he hoped to find a cure. He croſſed the 
that this was a favourable opportunity for || river Jordan, and tried the warm baths of 
vindicating the honour of God, by deſtroy- Callirrhœ, the waters of which are at once 
ing ſuch works as had been formed in de- ||grateful to the taſte and medicinal. After 
fiance of his holy laws, ſaying, that placing || this his phyſicians recommended a bath of 
images, or the likeneſs of any living crea- || warm oil; but on the firſt trial of it, he 
tures in the temple was abſolutely prohi- loſt his ſenſes, and his eyes were fixed. 
bited. This was underſtood to allude to || His ſituation now ſo alarmed his attendants, 
Herod's got. the golden eagle which Herod had cauſed that they burſt into grief, and were ſo 
den cagle to be placed over the great gate of the loud in their expreſſions of ſorrow, that 
deſtroyed. temple : and the very attempt to deſtroy the noiſe in ſome degree recovered the ufc 
this image they repreſented as an act that of his faculties. At length, finding that 
would ſecure eternal felicity. In the mean his fituation was altogether hopeleſs, he 
time, 2 rumour was propagated that the directed that each of his ſoldiers ſhould 
king was at the point of death ; which ſo receive a gratuity of fifty drachmas, and 
inflamed the minds of the populace, that || that a large ſum of money ſhould be diſ- 
ſome of them aſcended the temple in the {tributed to his friends and governors. 
middle of the day, and lowering themſelves On his return to Jericho, when there was 
by means of ropes, with axes and other || no longer expectation of his life, he ſeemed 
inſtruments cut the golden eagle to pieces. || to bid defiance to futurity by one of the 
The captain of the guard being informed || moſt horrid reſolutions that can be conceiv- 
of this tranſaction, he led a party of ſol- ed; for the violence of his diſorder ſeemed 
diers to the ſpot, and having taken about || only to inflame his rage. He ſent an order 
forty of the leaders of the tumult into cuſ- || through all the country of Judea, that all 
tody, he conducted them into the preſence || the nobility ſhould be ſeized, and confined 
of the king, to whom they avowed that || in the circus, or hippodrome. This order 
they had deſtroyed the eagle, and had || being iſſued, he addreſſed Salome, and her 
therein ated conformable with the laws || huſband Alexas in the following manner: 
of their country. The king aſked, how (I am ſenſible that the day of my death Herd 
it could happen that they were ſo indiffer- || will be celebrated by the Jews as a holiday: N 
ent, when they were certain of being pu- but if you will pay a proper attention 0% 
niſhed with death. They replied, that my directions, I have made an ample pro- 
they were aſſured of the bleſſings of a fu- || viſion of mourners, and my funeral ſolem- 
ture life. ghnities ſhall be properly celebrated. I there- 
Enraged at this apparent magnanimity, fore charge you that, as ſoon as I am dead, 
Herod ſeemed to forget his indiſpoſition || you commiſſion the ſoldiers to enter the 
through the force of his anger: he. faid|| circus, and put to death all that are within 
that they were ſeditious and abandoned||it. By this mode of proceeding my death 
wretches, who ſought to deſtroy the go- will be fincerely lamented by the whole 
vernment under a pretence of law: But, || province of Judea, and every particular 
added he, you ſhall be puniſhed in a way family therein | 
proportioned to the enormitfofyour crimes.” || Herod had no ſooner given theſe direc- 
The rioters It was now thought that the king's anger || tions than his agents arrived from Rome, 
puniſhed. might urge him to too great ſeverity : the] bringing him letters, which informed that 
popes therefore, requeſted that he would || Cæſar had ordered Acme, the ſervant of Julia, 
ſatisfied with puniſhing the preſent pri- to be put to death; and that Antipater 
. | | ; was 


Y 
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was condemned to a ſimilar fate; but that 
the emperor would have no objection to his 


being puniſhed with baniſhment only, 


rovided this was agreeable to his father, 
Theſe letters afforded Herod ſome conſola- 
tion; but his violent pains ſoon returning, 
he was tempted to think of deſtroying him- 
ſelf. Being at this time afflicted with a 
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the priſoners ſhould be ſet at liberty, under 
the pretence that Herod had altered his re- 
ſolution. The priſoners were no ſooner at 


liberty than the ſoldiers were informed that 


the king was dead, and being aſſembled 
togethet at the amphitheatre At Jericho, 
Ptolemy," the keeper of the royal ſeal, ad- 
dreſſed them in a ſpeech in honour of the 


violent cough, he took an apple, and aſked 
for a knife, as if he intended to pare or 
cut it. Thus provided, he looked around, 
a: to ſec if any one took notice of him, and 
o then lifted, his hand to ſtab himſelf. This 
""" being ſeen by his nephew Achiab, he ran 
to him, ſeized his arm, and prevented the 
intended ſuicide. | 
This circumſtance gave immediate oc- 
caſion to the circulation of a report that 
"the king was dead, The news furniſhed 
great cauſe of joy to Antipater, who here- 
upon offered his keepers a conſiderable ſum 
of money to grant him his liberty : but 
this the principal officer not only refuſed to 
comply with, but inſtantly went to the 
king, with an account of the affair. He- 
rod now exclaimed with more ſtrength than 
could have been expected from one in his 
ſituation; and gave orders that his guards 
ſhould go directly, and put Antipater to 
death; and depoſit his body in the caſtle of | 
Hyrcanion. This being done, Herod again 

lane the altered his will, leaving the ſucceſſion to 
fon to the eldeſt brother Archelaus, in the ſtead 
ma. of Antipas, on Whom be beſtowed a te- 
U : 
Five days after the execution of Anti- 
kedeath of pater, Herod died, thirty-ſeven years after 
5 declared king of the Romans, and 


deceaſed, whom he mentioned as a prince 
| of ſingular good fortune, and cone with 
them on the loſs they had ſuſtained. He 
then read a letter addreſſed particularly to | 
the military, in which he warmly recom- © a 
mended his ſucceſſor to the affectionate | 
regard of the public. In the next place 

he read the will, whereby the kingdom was 

left to Archelaus, Philip was declared heir 

of Trachon, and its adjacencies; and An- 

tipas, as before- mentioned, was appointed 

tetrarch. Herod alſo directed, by his will, 

that his ring ſhould be preſented to Cæſar, 

that he ſhould be acquainted with all that 

ad paſſed, and nothing ſhould be ratifled 

without his conſent. In other reſpects the 

former will was to deemed valid. Archelaus 

was congratulated on his advaneement by a 

general acclamatioon . ly 

oF Archelaus incurred a great expence in The pomp of 
the funeral ſolemnities of Herod, which Herod's 2 
were obſerved with all the pomp and mag- . 
nificence of royalty. The hearſe was co 
vered with purple, embroidered with gold, 

and decorated with precious ſtones. The 

body was likewiſe: covered with purple, a 

diadem was placed upon the head, and upon 

that was a crown of gold, and in the right 

hand a ſcepter. The children and rela- 

tions of the deceaſed ſurrounded the corpſe. . 


thirty four after the deceaſe of Antigonus, | 


He was one of the moſt fortunate of men, 
the troubles in his own family excepted, 
From a private ſtation he was raiſed to the 
rank of a king. 


The body was preceded by the royal guards; 
the Thracian troops, Germans and Gauls, 
marching in military order. The other 
troops regularly followed their commanders; 
and the proceſſion was cloſed by five hun- 


dred officers, and a numerous company of | 
domeſtics and freemen. Agreeable to the 
deſire of the deceaſed, the body was depoſited 928 
in the caſtle of Hyrcanion. B41 


The military were as yet unacquainted 
with the death of the king: during which 
interval, Salome and her huſband went to 


the Hippodrome, and gave orders that all 
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CHAPTER I. 


— 


A violent tumult. The inſurgents routed by the ſoldiery. Sabinus repairs to Feruſalem; 
and demands poſſeſſion of ſome caſtles and treaſure, but is refuſed. Antipas claims a right 
to the ſucceſſion. Sabinus and Salome accuſe Archelaus. The cuufe heard before Cajar. 


Antiq. I. 17, 
C. 10. 


* 


SN conſequence of Archelaus 
I going to Rome, on account of 
$ the death of Herod, new trou- 
Sec bles aroſe. After ſeven days 
mourning, Archelaus, being cloathed in 
white, advanced to the temple, and he was 
received by the people with great reſpect 
and reverence, in return for which, while 


8 


feated upon a throne of gold, he expreſſed 
hHimſelf in the moſt gracious and condeſ- 
Having thanked them 
for their attention to his father's funeral, 


cending manner. 


and the honours rendered him as the ſuc- 


The gracious Ceffor, he added, But till Cæſar, our 


addreſs of 


Archelaus to 


the people. 


common ſovereign, has confirmed the ſuc- 


1 


ceſſion, I ſhall neither claim the authority, 


not even the name of king, and for this 


reaſon I refuſed the crown, when the army 


would have beſtowed it on me at Jericho: 


tory to the multiude, ſome of whom 


though I ſhall ever remember with grati- 
tude the good wiſhes both of ſoldiers and 
people, when I am poſſeſſed of ſovereign 


authority through the favour of the em- 


peror; and my friends may rely on my 
promite to render them even more eſſential 
ſervices than they had received from the 
deceaſed king.” K 
This declaration proved highly ſatisfac- 


ſented petitions to him for the aboliſh- 


ment, ſome for the reduction of taxes, and 
others for the diſcharge of priſoners. 
. Archelaus complied with every requeſt, 


his friends, | 


| 
| now aſſembled, who complained much of the 
| public grievances. 


— 


Pr C- | 


. 


ahd would not retire from the 


A number of diſcontented people had 


They ſaid it was infa- 
mous in Herod to ſacrifice his people for 
cutting down thegolden eagle from the gate 
of the temple. The clamour now grew 
general : fome beat their breaſts ; and others 
lamented with violent outcries, the toſs of 
ſuch a number of good men as had fallen 
ſacrifices for the religion and laws of their 
country. They demanded juſtice on the 
inſtruments Herod had made uſe of to exe- 


A clamoy 
for juſtice 
upon Her 
ſoldiers, 


cute his vengeance,; and peremtorily inſiſted 


that the high-prieſt ſhould be deprived 
of his office, and a more upright man 
appointed in his ſtead. 


This circumſtance tranſported Archelaus 
with rage: but being in haſte to proſecute 


his journey, he thought it adviſeable to 


treat them with mild language, and there- 
fore ſent his maſter of the horſe, to requeſt 
that they would be at peace : but he no 
ſooner came to the temple, than the lea- 
ders of the faction began to aſſault him 
with ſtones. and would not permit him to 


ſpeak. Hereupon, Archelaus ſent ſeveral 
|| other meſſengers, all of whom were treated 


in the ſame. manner. 

On occaſion of the feaſt of the paſſover, 
great numbers of the Jews reſorted to Je- 
rulalem, and among them were: many of 
the faction of the two Sophiſts, who came 


| to lament the death of the pretended prieſts, 
and then retired to ſacrifice and feaſt with 


tem- 


ple, where they waited in hope of inflam- 


ang 


ee chou- 
Atiotefs 


home, the feſtival was at an end. © © 


tive was to procure him to be puniſhed” for 


ſome treaſure left by 


AP» I. 


apprehending a general tumult, bad pre- 
viouſly ſent a band of ſoldiers, and a tri- 


3 
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ing the paſſion, of their party: Archelaus, will of his deceaſed fathet ! On his arrival 


bune, with orders to ſeize the ring-leaders, 
if any irregularities ſnould be committed. 
Theſe were attacked, ſome of them killed 
with ſtones, and the tribune was danger- 
ouſly wounded; when the inſurgents re- 
turned to their devotions, with as much 
unconcern as if nothing had happened. 
Archelaus being now convinced that force 


fantry in the city, and the horſe before the 
walls. The infantry attacked them while 
ſacrificing, and killed three thouſand at the 
altar; on which the reſt fled to the moun- 
tains, and Archelaus ordering proclamation 


to be made that every man ſhould return 


— 


The tumult being thus appeaſed, Arche- 
laus, with his mother, and his friends Pop- 
las, Ptolemy and Nicolaus, embarked for 
Rome, leaving Philip to officiate 'in his 
abſence: Salome and her children, with 


the king's nephews and other of his rela- 
tions, repaired to Archelaus, under pretence 


of yielding their aſſiſtance towards ſecuring 
him in the ſuceeſſion; but their real mo- 


having violated the temple. 5 
On their arrival at Cæſarea, they met 
Sabinus, governor of Syria, who was going 
to Judea, in order to take poſſeſſion of 
Herod : but at the 
requeſt of Archelaus, Varus and Ptolemy 

revailed upon him to decline purſuing 
his journey. He remained at Czfarea ſome 
ſhort time, having promiſed not to attempt 
ſeizing either the caſtles or money, or to 


purſue any other meaſures in prejudice of | 


Archelaus, without the authority of Cæſar. 
But no ſooner was Varus departed towards 
Antioch, and Archelaus on his progreſs to 


Rome, than Sabinus haſtened to Jeruſa- 


lem, where having taken up his reſidence 


in the palace, he ſent to the governors of 


the caftles, demanding thoſe places to be 


delivered to him, and to the officers of the 


treaſury, for them te account with him 


for the money. The anſwer he received 
from the officers was, that they were in the 
ſervice of Cæſar, and not of Archelaus. 


At this time, Antipas claimed a right to | | a 
the ſovereignty, infilting that the former || the time of making the laſt will, by ſub- 
will of Herod, wherein the ſucceſſion was i 
limitted to him, ought to be deemed valid, chelaus had merited to be removed from. 
power. Antipater concluded with ' aſking, 
adding that he was confident his preten- 


in preference to that ſubſequently executed; 


tions would be ſupported by Salome and 
other relations. The chief dependance of 
Antipas was on Ireneus, a man of abtlities, 
and a perfualive orator. So confident was 


he of ſucceſs, that he would not liſten to 


at Rome, Antipas was joined by the ene- 
mies of Archelaus. He entertained great 
hopes from the aſſiſtance of Sabinus, who 
had written letters in his favour 


Salome and her adherents dre up à charge 
againſt Archelaus, and preſented it to 
Czſar;z and Archelaus having written a 
memorial in his own juſtification; it was 


| delivered, together with his father's ſeal- 
alone could quell them, ſtationed his in-||ring, and an account of the treafare left by 


him, to the emperor, by Ptolemy. - Ceſar 


now aſſembled the Roman nobility in eoun- 
cil, for the purpoſe of trying the merits 
of the caſe. * 


was now ile to diſpute about the name; 
Cæſar, whoſe judicial authority he had de- 


[throne of gold, and afferted ſovereign au- 
thority by altering the order of the militia, 
by diipoſing of places, and by receiving and 
[granting petitioas ; by giving liberty to 
{priſoners ; by pardoning . ſome public of- 


thereby making Cæſar a mere ſhadow. of 
royalty. He ſaid, that, notwithſtanding 
the affectation of being every day cloathed 
in mourning for his father, Archelaus con- 
ſtantly paſſed the night in feaſting and re- 
velling; adding that the diſguſt conceived 
by the multitude, on account of his hypo- 
| cricy, was the cauſe of the late ſedition: 
Antipater then mentioned the 
of the ſlaughter in and near the temple, 
around which the dead bodies were more 
numerous than had been Known in the 
moſt deſttuctive foreign wars. He urged, 
that ſuch was the implacable cruelty of 
Archelaus, that it could not reafonably be 
ſuppoſed Herod would, while in poſſeſſion 
of his ſenſes, have demifed to him the 
crown; inſiſting that when he made the 
latter will, his mind was more diſordered 
than his body. He contended; that no 
defect could be charged upon Antipas, who 
was in every reſpect qualified for govern- 
ment, and that, admitting Herod to have 
been in poſſeſſion of his mental faculties at 


8 N 2 — * 


verting the laws of the conſtitution, Ar- 
Whether innumerable miſchiefs were not 


who had hitherto acted in deſpite of the 
emperor's authority. _ 9 88 3 
Several of the relations of Archelaus 


7 


thoſe who adviſed him to pay reſpect to the s given evidence againſt him; Nico- 


ſeniority of Archelaus, and to the fecond 


*% 


laus roſe to ſpeak in behalf of t 
: | e it, 


that it was fingular he ſhould appeal to 


nied; that he had fat in royal ſtate, on 4 


tenders, and conſighing others to death; 


particulars 


to be expected, if Cxfar's countenance 
were to be given to the raſh young man, 


the defen- 


f 39 


1 , our to-Cwlar, cis 
and exhibited complaints. againſt Archelaus. aceuſed. 


Antipater, the ſon of Salome, opened 1 e 
the cauſe, inſiſting that Archelaus had long beard betots 
exerciſed ſovereign: authority, and that — gr 


336 


temple was a matter of abſolute neceſſity, 
and that the perſons who were ſlain were 

the enemies of Cæſar. | 
the other alledged crimes.were adviſed by 
| thoſe who now oppoſed Archelaus. With 
reſpect to the ſecond will, he obſerved, 
that it ought to be deemed valid, becauſe 
the teſtator, when he made it, referred the 
confirmation of it to Cæſar; a plain proof 
that the man muſt have had ſenſe enough'to 
appoint. the right heir, who had ſo proper 

ly recognized the undoubted ſovereign. , | 
Nicolaus having finiſhed his plea, Ar- 
chelaus ſuddenly threw himſelf at the feet 

of Cziar, Who raiſed him ſo graciouſly, 
that it was thought he deemed him worthy 

| to ſuccced*his father; but far the preſent 
The court io reſolution was taken. Cæſar now dil- 
4 . miſſed the council, and deliberated with 
refolution be- his friends how he ſhould act. It was 
ing formed. doubted if any of thoſe gamed in the will 


ſhould be choſen to the ſucceſſion; or whe-| 


ther the principality ſhould be divided a- 
mong the family; for they were too nu- 
merous to be all prop 
moderate expence. 


| WEE 55 - 2 5 0 | 
Malthace dies. The feaſt of > OI 


pillaged. Great troubles in Fudta. 
An inſurrec- ya | 
tion among 
the Jews, 


'EFORE Czar had formed a de- 
termination with regard to the' ſuc- 


ſuccflion, Malthace, the mother of Arche-| 


Jaus, died. In the mean time, Varus diſ- 
patched letters from Syria, mentioning a 
revolt among the Jews. Having foreſeen 
that diſturbances would ariſe, when Ar- 
cheleus departed to Rome, he repaired to 
Jeruſalem, with three legions, in order to 
reſtrain the incendiaties : but his efforts 
proving ineffectual, he ſtationed one legion 
a / T 
Sabiaus in- Upon going afterwards to Jeruſalem, 
. 
e ſturbances; for finding the troops left by 
Varus, and a number of his domeſtics arm- 


ed, and ready to ſecond his violence, his 


intention Was to take poſſeſſion of the caſ- 
tles, and the money left by Herod. This 


prodigious numbers of people aſſembled in Judea, and many waited an opportunity 


7 | | of inſulting the government. Iwo thou- 
country beyond the. Jordan, and joined 


from Idumea, Gallilee, Jericho, and the 


thoſe of Judea, who excelled the. others, 
both in numbers and courage. Having 
ſeparated into three bodies, they pitched 


their tents, one diviſion to the weſt of the 


alace, one to the north of the temple, 
and the third to the ſouth, towards the 
hyppodrome ; ſo that the Romans were be- 
ſet on every ſide. 


He aſſerted; that 


1 


5 


in the city, and returned. with the other| 


vu 


erly ſupported at a} 


e Pentecoſt. 
'' The temple affaulted, and the holy treaſure 


u is TORY) Ot: ine 
dant. He infiſted that the ſlaughter in the 


WE. | 3 
had not courage to lead them tu the aſſault. 


ſtreſſed, the Romans ſet fire to the galle- Laughter 


ried away. 


lurrender, threatening: to-give quarter; on 


| leave, to depart with his troops, among 


[| binus would have retreated; but he was 


rr | | | relieye him. REY 
being the time of the feaſt of the Pentecoſt, || 


3 


ö 


| 


of the caitle ; {till adviſing Sabinus to retire, 


| and not provoke his fate, by oppoſing their 


under Herod, were aſſembled in Idumea. 


[Box | 

Alatmed at.the nuinbers and courtge of Satin yy 
the enemy, Sabinus ſent repeatedly to Va-<fuze in d 
rus for fuecours; ſaying, that if he was not Patel 
reinforced; the 'conſequence' would be fas 
tal; In the mean time, he retreated: to the 
caſtle of  Phaſael; which commanded all 
the reſt, and from thence made a fignal for 
his troops to attack the enemy; but he 


The Romans furioufly aſſailed the temple; 
and a deſperate battle enſued. While the 
Jews received no aſſiſtanee ftom above, 
the Romans; who were of ſuperiot 
{kill, had confiderably the advantage: but 
when the former gained pofſeflion. of the 
galleries, they much galled the enemy from 
thence, putting great numbers to death, 
while their companions Were at too great 
a diſtance to avenge their loſs. Thus di- A gy 


ries; which were of incomparable work- | 
manſhip. Great numbers of the Jews 
were burnt te death; many were [ſlain b 

tae enemy when the galleries fell; ſome 
precipitated, themſelves from the battle- 
ments; and others put an end to their lives 
with their ſwords, ptefering that mode of 
death to periſhing by fire, A compleat 
conquett: being obtained, the ſoldiers ſeized 
the holy treaiure, to the amount of four 
hundred talents, leaving the reſt to Sabi- 
nus, except what was clandeftinely car- 


ms 


The holy g 
treaſure (ej4 
zed, 


. 


In conſequenee of this loſs, a more nu- 
merous and valiant body of Jews aflembled ; 
and befieging the palace, ſummoned it to 


no other conditions; but offering Sabinus 


whom were numbers of volunteers, and 
three thouſand courageous. men of debaſte: 
of thete Rufus commanded the horſe, and 
Gratus the foot: they were valiant officers, 5 
and the favourites of their partizans. The 
Jews, urging the ſiege, attempted the walls 


reſolution to recover their liberties. Sa- 
afraid to truſt them, ſuſpecting ſome trea- 
chery was intended; wherefore he main- 
tained the ſiege in hopes that Varus would 


- * 


At this tim 


e, diſorders were univerſal 


land veterans, Who had formerly ſerved 


They were well armed, ſkilfully'command- 

ed, and had frequently encountered the 
king's troops, under Achiab, kinſman to 
Herod, who was not able to cope with them 
in the open field, but had ſucceſsfully at- 
tacked them in ſallies from fortified towns. 
Judas, the ſon. of Hezekias, the cele- 
| | 5 brated 


\ 
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brated captain of robbers, formerly made] / Fern/aleni, Near! tui rn of the = 
captive by Herod; was now in Sepphoris principal infurgents crucified The generb 
of Gaiilee, tollowed by a number of men, yity of Yarus to the e of  Tdumea. "© 
bo foreed the royal magazines, fut- N ere a8; Tod 
niſhing themſelves with arms and ſtores, ||. ECEIVING. intelligence that the 
and ravaging the country without oppo- ||. 4 legion he had left in Jeruſalem, was 
ſition. l | Hine in danger of being loſt, Varus haſtened to = 
% On the other fide the river was Simon, Oo rich two other legions and four mn 
lovers. Who had been a domeſtic in the ſervice of en of horſe, giving notice for the 
Herod. He was diſtinguiſhed by the un- 1155 —_ Pt of the king and prince to join 
common ſize, elegance, and ſymmetry of "__ ” "tolemats, On his way, he received - 
his perſon. He was followed by a fer of [|* Leirforcement of fifteen hundred armed g 
vagabonds, and ranging the country with men from Berytus. On his arrival at Ptole- 
a crown on his head, burning and deſtroy- n= he was joined by Aretas, king of Arabiaz 
ing as he went, even to Jericho, where he Tad was an inveterate enemy to Herod. 
ſet fire to the palace, reduced to aſhes au ing drawn up his forces near the town, 
many adjacent buildings, and obtained a| = ſent a detachment into Galilee, under 
very valuable treaſure. He would proba- the command of his friend Gallus, who in 
bly have reduced the whole country, but ||* ne Reh encountered and vanquiſhed a 
that Gratus arrived with a body of people party ot the enemy, effected an entrance 12 | 
from Sebaſte, and bowmen from Trachon ; | no. the city of Sepphoris, and after de- Sepphoris 
on which a ditile:6nfued,) when Simon was Woping the place, by Fre, mode Caves of burae. 
routed, : with the- loſs of many men; Nie | ws Ty. a 5 5 
and while he was flying acroſs a ſteep Aren HOW: marched into Samaria, but 
bottom, Gratus killed him by a blow acroſs offered no unn e the city ia conſidera- 
the neck and ſhoulders. - Another gang of os of s people not having engaged in 
depredators aſſembled near Amathus and 283 42 W He then encamped his army 
me banks of Jordany and ravaged all the at ba a village belonging to Ptole- 
adjacent countyj 2 which place the Arabians deſtroy- 
lte. At this tine a ſhepherd, named Athron- 1. 7 Wc” i nett was n friend to 
| ges, had the confidence to claim a right to VRP: £1 5 f army then advanced to 
ſovereign authority. He was robuſt of bo- ” A 3 of Sappho +, which 
dy, and of ſufficient reſolutian fo brave dan- he WA x Ir} Emmaus being deſerted 
ger and death in their moſt frightful dor. y the inhabitants, ut Was burnt by 
He had four brether who affited him, e oe of, Narbe, in erde Tor de 
and acted as his -officers and counſellors. death of Arius and his companions. | 
Each man commanded a troop, and with Varus now marched towards Jeruſalem, 
theſe they ravaged the country, When and on his approach the Jews abandoned 
buſineſs of eonfequerice demanded diſpatch, the ſiege, many of them flying for ſafety 
Athronges Tat on a throne with a crown on Lak the. woods and Felds: but. the Es 
his nar iſwing orders, and pronouncing in general congratulated him on his arri- 
judgment, in alf the tate of royalty. Thus val, diſclaiming all concern in the revolt. 
the five brothers proceeded for a while, in Then declared that {© fat from Joining the 
deſpite of all oppoſition. They attacked the . my were equally blocked up 
Romans, the king's troops, and even the Wit OR N 5 On his approach, 
Jews when aby advantage could be gained Rene $45 met by Joſeph, the nephew of 
by a contention. A party of the Rottians, Archelaus, ufus and Gratus, the king's 
while conveying grain to one of their legi- generals, the people of Sebaſte, and the 
ons, was met by theſe free booters near Roman ; ſoldiers, all in: mikita ang. 
Emimavte, and @ battle enſting they” flew Not daring to meet Varus, Sabinus pri- 
Arius, the Centurion, 44) out forty TW; | vately retreated to the ſea-coalt, In the 
his beſt men; and the reft would probably mean time, Varus diſpatched troops through 
have Garen ite ſame fate | had not Gritis the country in ſearch of the authors of e 
Þ W people of Bebafte, opportbnit y ar. ioſurrection, and great numbers being taken, 
rived to their relief. At length three of the he cauſed. neat two thapfand of | the” moſt Nan td 
<hrothard/ che ade prifonces 7 the dſt by O9IPS) hoo be aruciied, and-mpnyotiers gyuped 
* Archelains band the two next by Gr tvs tha to be impriſoned, Varus diſcharged the * cruci- 
- Ptolemy ; and the fourth ſurtenderd upon Arabjans,on account: of their not having ens 


| 1 r e acted as: ſoldiers of honour, but having, on 
8 the contrary, directed their attention wholly 
*C HA FP. UI. 7 


to ſpoil and devaſtation; n: 
$5 4 e pon receiving intelligence that ten 
1 Bepphoris and other places talen. Upon the 


— 


1 


thouſand. Jews were in arms in the neigh- 


A uprodch of Varus, the fews quit the hege. bourhood of Idumea, Varus matched to 


1 
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oppoſe them; but by the advice of Achiah, 
they laid downtheir arms, and ſurrendered. 
He treated the common people with lenity, 
but the officers he ſent to Cæſar. Some 
of theſe the emperor pardoried, but thoſe 
who were related to Herod, he proceeded 
againſt as being traitors to their king. 
Having thus adjuſted affairs at Jeruſalem, 


Varus left there the garriſon he had before 


ſtationed for the ſecurity of the city, and 
proceeded to Antioch. | 


CHAP. IV. 
The F-ws ſubmit their caſe to Ceſar. The 


Jews had only to ſupplicate-Czfar to com- 
paſſionate their ſufferings, and protect them 
from the cruelty. of their oppreſſors; that 
he would annex Judea to Syria, and ſubject. 
them to the Roman government; when it 
would appear they were not the turbulent 
and ſeditious people they had been repre- 
ſented by their enemies. 

In reply, Nicolaus ſpoke in extenvation 
of the crimes imputed to the late and pre- 
ſent king; and then proceeded to draw a 
general character of the Jewiſh nation. 
He inſiſted that they were a people averſe 
to regal government, and impatient of eve- 


Book 


emperor ſettles the government, and a diuft || Ty kind of. controul ; and concluded with 
23, andll of ſeverely cenfuring the relations of Ar- 
he will of Herod. | | md 3 Rats age | 
chelaus, for taking part with his malicious Cay, 
The Jews pe- ITH the conſent of Varus, fifty de- || accuſers. Having heard both parties, Czar Givi o 
ee _ | puties were ſent from Jeruſalem diſmiſſed the council; and after a few days ie kingdg 
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exerciſe of to Rome, being authoriſed to petition Cæſar, conſideration, he gave one half of the king 

>theirreligion. that the Jews might be allowed the free || dom, with the title of ethnarch to Ar- 
exerciſe of their religion, and this requiſi- chelaus, promiſing, that if he ſhould ap- 
tion was ſeconded by eight thouſand Jews pear deſerving the honour, he would 
reſident in Rome. Hereupon, che empe- || confer upon him the regal dignity; The 
ror ſummoned a council of the Roman no- other half of the kingdom he divided be- 
bility, and his particular friends, to meet 


tween Philip and Antipas, ſons of Herod, 
in the temple of Apollo, upon Mount Pa- 


at the ſame time conſtituting them eth- 
latine, a fine building erected by hiry at a narchs. Antipas had the country beyond 
great expence. | 


the river, together with Galilee, the annual 
When the council met, Archelaus and 


value thereof being two hundred talents. 
bis friends ranged themſelves on one hand, || Philip had Batanea, Trachun, Auranitis, 
and a great number of the Jews and their 


with part of the land of Zeno, near Jam- 
ambaffadors on the other. The relations nia; his yearly revenue being one hundred 
of Archelaus ſeemed to act a neutral part. | 


talEnts. | 
The ill-will they bore him would not per- || The ethnarch 
mit them to eſpouſe his cauſe; and, at the 
ſame time, they were aſhamed to oppoſe a 
prince of his blood, by taking part with 
his enemies. Among others who were 
preſent was Philip, the brother of Anon, | 
whom Varus had diſpatched on two friend | 


y of Archelaus amounted 
to four thouſand talents, and conſiſted of 
Idumea, Judea, and Samaria ; but to this 
laſt was remitted a fourth of its tribute, 
as a gratuity for not being coneerned in the 
cebellion with their neighbours. Straton's 
Tower, Sebaſte, Joppa, and“ Jeruſalem 


ly motives : the firſt was, that he might || 


be ready to aid his brother, if his ſervice: 


ſhould be wanted; and the other, that he || Hyppon were ſeparated from the kingdom, 


might obtain a ſhare in the government, if 


Cæſar ſhould determine to divide it among 


the children of Herod. 


Ia the council it was alledged, that He- 


rod had acted as a lawleſs tyrant ; that he 


had condemned great numbers of his ſub- 


jects to the moſt cruel torments, and plun- 
dered their cities and towns of the moſt || 


ö 


were included in the lot of Archelaus: but 
the Greek cities of Gaza, Gadara, and 


and annexed to Syria. Jo Salome, ex- 
cluſive of what the king had left her, Czfar 
gave Jamnia, Aſotus, and Phaſaclis, with 
a palace at Aſkalon : all eſtimated at fixty 
talents : but the palace was made. ſubject 

to the dominion of the ethnarchy. When 
Czſar had adjuſted Herod's will, he grati- 
fied his two daughters with,,a,, preſent of 


valuable effects, and oſtentatiouſly laviſhed || five hundred picces of minted money, on 
them upon foreigners: ſo that after his 


their marriage with the ſons of Pheroras; 
advancement to the throne, the ſufferings || and finally, on the diviſions of, Herod's pa- 
of the Jews were more ſevere than they || trimony, he diſtributed among the family 
had experienced fince their deliverance || a thouſand talents, which were left to him- 
from the Babyloniſh captivity. It was || ſelf; reſerving only a few trifling articles, 
further ſaid, that the character of Arche- in remembrance of the teſtator. 

laus was not leſs deteſtable than that of I 


his father ; and that he had given a deplo- || ES C H A P. V. 


rable proof of being of a diſpoſition ſimilar | 1 perſonated by an impoſtor, . wha is 


2 0 that of his predeceſſor in the murder of condemned to the galliet. The projettor of 
three thouſand citizens upon his advance- || _____ — — 


ment to the throne,” It was added, that the 


» —— —— 0 


* Some read 


Anthedon for eruſalem. 
nn the 


I | 
the impoſtor puniſhed with death. 


Young Jew, who had been educated 
at Sidon, with the freedman of a 
Roman citizen, at this time undertook to 
perſonate Alexander, who had been put to 


death by Herod. He was adviſed and en- 
couraged in the puriuit of this ſtratagem, 
by another Jew who was acquainted with 


the perſons and the various intrigues of 


thoſe forming the court of Herod. This 
man accompanied his aſſociate to Rome, and 
inſtructed him to pretend, that the perſons 
employed by. Herod to put himſelf and his 
brother Ariſtobulus to death, having re- 
lented in their favour, conveyed them to 
a place of ſafety, and ſubſtituted the bodies 
of two other men in their ſtead. This 
ſtory gaining credit with many of the Jews 
of Crete, they abundantly ſupplied the im- 
poſtor with whatever his cccafions required. 
Proceeding to Melos, he was there received 
in the moſt bountiful manner. 
came to Puteoli, he was preſented with 
valuable preſents by the Jews of that place, 
while the friends of his ſuppoſed father paid 
bim the reſpect due to a ſovereign prince. 
In fact, there was ſuch an amazing like- 
neſs between him and the real Alexander, 
that thoſe who had ſeen the latter, ac- 


tually believed this man to be him. 80 


much credit this Kory gained, that the Jews 
of Rome flocked about him, thronging 


every ſtreet through which he was to pals ; 
carrying him about in a chair of ſtate, and 


contributing by every inſtance of reſpect and 
munificence, to give an air of reality to the 
cht io annoy orig oy te, 

.* Having ſeen Alexander when accuſed b 
Herod, Cæſar had ſome recollection of his 


perſon. Suſpecting the matter to be an im- 


poſition; and deeming a ſtrict enquiry into 

ſo ſingular an affair to be abſolutely neceſſa- 

ry, the emperor ordered Celadus to con- 
duct the young man into his preſence. 

On the firſt view, Celadus ſtrongly ſuſpected 

him to be an impoſtor, and his opinion was 
confirmed upon obſerving the coarſeneſs of 

his ſkin, the inelegance of his ſhape, and 

the aukwardneſs of his addreſs. Upon be- 

ins queſtioned reſpecting Ariſtobulus, 

e replied, My brother Ariſtobulus 1 

left in perfect health at Cyprus: a ſurpriſe 
might - fatal, and therefore we deemed it 

not prudent to appear together.” Celadus 

now took him aſide, telling, that he knew 

him to be an impoſtor; but that if he 
would give up the contriver of the ſtrata- 

"REI gem, he would pledge bimſelf that Cæſar 
fed, ſhould ſpare his life. This he agreed to 
do, and having accompanied Celadus to the 
emperor, mentioned the name of the Jew 
who had adviſed him to adopt the ſtrata- 
gem, as a means of extorting money from 
the public. Hereupon, the emperor con- 


When he 
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Jointly diſpatched an embaſly to Czzlar, 


343 


1 demned the counterfeit Alexander to the 


gallies, an employment adapted to his ath- 


[letic form, and otdered his accomplice to 


be puniſhed with death. 

Archelaus baniſhed, and 'his effects confif: 
cated. A foreboding dream. A ſingular 

dream of the princeſs Glaphyra. Her 
von of her firſt huſband. She dies two 
days after relating her dream. © 


AC CHELAUS being, ſettled in his Archelaus 
. ethnarchy; former enmities revived Pied for 
in his mind, and he ſeverely oppreſſed both bs pu pea 
the Jews and Samaritans. "Thoſe people 7 ſeired: 
A foreboding 

complaining of the conduct of Archelaus, 
who was thereupon . baniſhed to Vienne, a 
city of Gaul, and all his effects were con- 
fiſcated. This was in the ninth year of 
his government, i 8 | 

It is related of Archelaus, that previous 
to his being ſummoned to attend Cæſar, he 
dreamt that he ſaw ſome oxen eat nine 
large ears of corn, and that upon applying 
to ; Pe Chaldeans and. 8 — 
interpretation, their opinions were various 
and contradictory: but that at length, an 
Eſſene, named Simon, gave the following 
explanation: The nine ears of corn allude 
to an equal number of. years; the oxen 
ſignify over- turning or changing of things, 
as the earth is turned over by the plough. 
You will reign as many. years as there were 
cars of corn, and your death will be pre- 
ceded by various changes of fortune.“ 
Within five days after this interpretation, 


y||Archelaus was ſummoned to make his de- 


fence; before Car.. * 

The princeſs Glaphyra, daughter of Ar- 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, and wife of 
the Archelaus before- mentioned, had alſo 
a ſingular dream. Her firſt, huſband was 
Alexander, brother to Archelaus, and fon 
of Herod, who cauſed him to be put to 


* 4 


death. After his diſeaſe, ſhe was married 

to. Juba, king of Lybia, and after his de- 

miſe ſhe reſided with her father. 
On firſt ſeeing her, Archelaus, the eth- 

narch, he fell fo violently in love with her, 

that he diſmiſſed his wife Mariamne, and 

married her. Not long after this ſhe re- 

turned to Judea, where ſhe beheld her firſt 

huſband in a viſion, who. reproached her in , q,ange 


man ! would not one huſband after me 1 Tn” 
ſuffice thee? And art thou ſhameleſs?” 
enough to. wed a third, and even under my 

This third, too, my own brother? 


This is an inſult not to be borne: but thy 
conduct will not avail thee : I will have 
thee again, in deſpite of thy will.“ Gla- 
phyra died two days after ſhe had related 


L 


this dream to her frienddss. 
= er 


the following manner: Abandoned wo- dream of the 
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Three ſorts 
of Jews ; 
Phariſees, 
Sadducees 
an. Eſſences, 
Ot the 
Eſſenei. 


HISTORY 
CHA Þ: VII. 


Account of three ſets among the Fews, called 
Effenes, Phariſees, and Sadducees, _ 


_—— 


HE ethnarchy of Archelaus being || 


reduced to a province, Cæſar ap- 
pointed Coponius, a Roman knight, go- 
vernor thereof, During his government, 
one Judas, a Galilean, incited the people 
to a revolt, hinting that by acknowledging 


the ſovereignty of the Romans, and paying | 
them tribute, they treated God and man in 


the ſame manner. Undoubtedly the ſen- 
timents of this man were peculiar to 
himſelf. 


Among the Jews are three ſects of reli- | 


gion: Eſſenes, Phariſees, and Sadducees ; 
of which the firſt are molt diſtinguithed for 
their moral and religious conduct. The 
Eſſenes are the moſt friendly among each 
other of any people exiſting. They are 
enemies equally to pleaſure and to vice, 
and deem continence, and the ſubjection 
of their paſſions as the fiſt of virtues. 
They have no exalted idea of marriage; 
but are fond of the children of other peo- 
ple, whom they take when young, and 
educate them as their own, Their objec- 
tions to marriage do not lead them to wiſh 
the extinction of mankind ; but they thinx 
the women frail, and doubt their fidelity 
to any ſingle man. 9 | 
They diſpiſe abundance of wealth ; and 
one principal cement of their ſociety is the 
enjoyment of their poſſeſſions. in common, 


fo that none of them ſhall experience the 


extremity of riches or poverty : but the 


whole ſociety, like brothers, ſhare in the ; 


common bounties of providence. 


They cannot bear that oil ſhould touch | 


their bodies ; and if ſuch a thing happens 
by accident, are uneaſy till they get rid of 
it. They affect great ſimplicity in their 
apparel, not regarding how coarſe it is, ſo 
it be clean and white. 


chuſe ſtewards, to whom they commit the 
receipt and management of their revenues, 
leavin 
brotherhood, 
neceſſities. 
They do not reſide in any fixed habita- 


according to their ſeveral 


where they are always ready to accommo- 
date ſuch of their party as may happen to 


c come there, though they have been perfect 
ſtrangers till ſuch accidental meeting. 


When they travel, they carry nothing 
with them but arms for their protection. 
There are always ſome of the fraternity in 
every city, to accommodate their friends; 
ſo that they are in no want of lodgings, 


Da I "I 


--* 'The-antientz begun to reckon their hours of 


the dav at our fix in the morning, which they called | 
the ſrſt, the ſecond, the third hour of the day, &c. 


OF 


exiſting. 


THE {Book 


proviſions, cloaths, or the other nece{farics 


of life. Their dreſs is not unlike that worn 
| by children when under the care of their 


preceptors. 

They neither change either their cloaths 
nor ſhoes till they are ragged, or worn out. 
They neither buy nor {ell one with ano. 
ther; but chearfuily ſupply each other 
with ſuch things as are wanted; and this 
not in the way of exchange: for their laws 
compel the one to give, and leave the other 
at liberty to accept. 

They are the moſt conſcientious men 
They will not ſpeak a word of 
common bufineſs before the riſing of the 
ſun: but, at that time, uſe traditional 
forms of prayer, in which they aſk of God 
that the ſun may ſhine on them, Theſe 
devotions ended, they engage in their vari- 
ous occupations till the filth hour of the 
day*, when they again aſſemble, with linen 
cloths thrown over them, and wath them. 
ſelves from head to foot with cold water; 
which being done, they retreat to their 
cells, where no perſon of any other pro- 
feſſion is permitted to come near them. 
Thenee they proceed into a refectory, 
which they deem almoſt as holy as the 
temple. Here they remain ſome time 
without ſpeaking, when the baker brings 
each man his loaf, and the cook a plate, or 


| meſs of ſoup to every one, and ſets it be- 


fore them. The prieſt then ſays grace, 
before which no one muſt preſume to touch 
his food. After dinner, folemn thanks are 
returned, and then they ſtrip off their 


[gravity makes them 
. ſtrangers. Theſe are the conſequences of 
From the beſt men of their ſociety they | ! 


—_ 


it to them to diſtribute to the 


— * 


habits, which they deem ſomewhat ſacred, 
and proceed to their common employment 
till evening. When they go to ſupper they 
fit at one table, and if they have any viſitors 
they fit with them. 

No noiſe or diſturbance is heard in theic 
houſes. They ſpeak alternately ; and their 
reatly admired by 


their ſober life, and moderation in eating 


| and drinking. The advice of their ſupe- 


riors is neceſſary in every act they do, except 
thoſe of charity, in which they are left to 
their own diſcretion. Yet they are not 


| permitted to give any thing to their rela- 
| Any D1ta- || tions, without conſent of their governors. 
tions, but wander about 1n different cities, || 


They have great command of their paſ- 


 flons; are men of firm faith, fond of peace, 


and deem their word as ſacred as an oath: 
in fact, they conſider the taking an oath is 


| Wofſe than perjury ; and have no opinion 
of a man who cannot be credited without 


calling God to witneſs what he ſays. They 


are great admirers of ancient wiſdom, as far 


as it relates to the good of foul or body; 
particularly reſpecting remedies for diſeaſes; 


their ſifth hour therefore muft be our eleven o'clock 


in the forenoon. 


—_— — 


* 
. 


and 


K 


pelet) + 


mode 
mining 
Wers. 


graze like beaſts, till the fleſh periſhes from | 


on without being carried by a hundred 


br. VII. 


form of | nto. 
pog into ſociety, they do not haſtily admit him; 


he muſt be tw years on probation befoxe 


ing conditions 


5 1 of dreſs diſtinguiſh” himfelf from 


of unlawfuligain: not to conceal the myſ- 


hands of a ſtranger, even though his life 


— ne 


. 
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and ſtones. Warn 
If a perſon is diſpoſed to enter Togo Their 
ut 
keep him on trial for a year. Thoſe thus 
on probation receive each a.pick-ax, a gir- 
dle, and a white garment. After a.man 
has given ſome proof of his continence and 
virtue, his diet is changed, and he is al- 
lowed the uſe of the purifying waters: büt 


and the virtues. of plants, minerals, metals, 
87 4.4 W. Ch LSSSS I 3 14» Y is 


he is admitted: to the table in the refectory. N 
After this, he is admitted into the ſociety; 
but not deemed an eſtabliſhed member of 


it, till he has bound himſelf to the follow 


ah. 


He muſt firſt ſolemnly: profeſs to love 
and worſhip God; to do juſtice to all 
men; not to injute any one, even if com 
manded to do it; to abhor all wicked men; 
to aſſociate with the friends of juſtice and 
equity to keep faith with all men, but 
eſpecially with princes,” who are the ap- 

inted ſervants of God. He muſt declare 


that, if he ſhould” be promoted above his 


companions, he will not abuſe his power to 
the injury of thoſe beneath him, nor by 


his inferiors; but that he will love truth, 


and devote himſelf to it, and: puniſh thoſe 


who ſpeak falſely. He muſt bind himſelf. 
to keep his hands free from theft and falſe 
dealing, and his ſoul unpolluted with deſire 


teries of religion from his brethren of the 


profeſſion, nor develope them to the pro- | 
phane, even to ſave his life. With regard 


to his doctrine, he muſt promulgate only 
what: he has been taught; endeavour to 


written concerning it, and the names of 
thoſe from whom he received it. Theſe 
profeſſions and proteſtations are uſed as a 


teſt to new members, to bind” them ſtrictly |. 


wiheir duty! bers Jab dxf 517 ro True 

When any perſon is detected in a noto- 
rious wickedneſs, he is turned out of the 
ſociety; and theſe: generally make an un- 
fortiinate exit. The man who is reprobated | 
by: theſe: ſolemn vows is not permitted” to 
receive a fingle mouth ful of bread from the 


K 
1 
E 
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depended on it; ſo that they are driven to 


their bonos. The ſociety have ſometimes 
received them again, when | 

in this utter extremity; and at the point of 
death: conceiving that the puniſhment 
they had undergone was a kind of > attone+ 

ment for :theronme..: e or Þ 
They are ſingularly ſtrict in the admini- | 
ſtration of juſtiee: nothing is determined 


voices; and there is no revoking the judg- 
ment when it is once paſt. 


. neat” 
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WARS OF + THE © jeWs. 
Second to the aythori 
| of, or blaſphttie whom'is 


| dred years, which 'we may naturally 
| | bute. to the purity 
 preſeiwe the doctrine he profeſſes; therbooks;|| 


hey have been If 1 4 * Rs bs OY RFT "0 
| The Eſſenes believe ' that the Body is 


— 


ct Mühmilar to 


NN Ji 18 of God they 
deem that of their aw-gi er, to ſpeak ul 
or hom is puniſhed: with 
death. They pay the utmoſt reſpect tö 
their eldets, and to the majority of the peo- 
ple ; deeming it reaſonable to obey the for- 
mer, and attend to the opinion of the lat- 
ter. When tem of them meet in council; 
no one is permitted to (peak if the other 
nine oppoſe him. Spitting towards the 
midft of the company, or on the right hand, 
they deem an act of immoralitxy. 
No Jews ate fo ſtrict obſerbets of the 
Sabbath as theſe people. © On the preceding 
evening they eat a meal to ſuffice /f6r the 
Sabbath, that they may not Kindle a fre 
on that day, on which they dare not re- 
move a pot or diſh from one place to ano- 
ther, or even relieve themſelves by a natural 
evacuation. "When, on other days, they 
have thefe neceſſafy calls, they dig a hole: 
near a foot. deep, with a pick-ax, and 
having diſburthened themſelves, fill” the 
hole with earth, ſuperſtitiouſly careful that 
ſuch an object ſhall not pollute the beams 
of the ſun. Thus they attempt 
purific: 
The people profeſſing this way of life are 
in four diviſions; agreeable to the obliga- 
tions under which they have reſpectively 
bound themſelves. The younger are deem- 
ed ſo much inferiorts the elder, that if they 
happen td touch each gther, they are under 
the neceſſity of * purifying, as if they had 
touched a ſtranger. They live to a great 
age; many of them to more than a hun- 
\ ” = attri- 
dute. to the ty of their food, and the 
lamplicity of theif manners. 
5 Their reſolution is not ſhaken when heit con. 


n. Thus the a ſolemn 
tion,” alter 'a"" common, relief of 


17 


| they are in the moſt imminent danger z tempt of dan- 


and they prefer an honourable death to the ger and death. 
continuance of life. During the wars be- 

twedn the Jews and the Romans, the for- 

mer teſolutely ſuſtained” the' moſt excruci- 

ating torments, ſame ſubmitting to be 
burnt alive, and others to have their bones 
broken, or otherwiſe to be moſt cruell; 

treated, rather than ſpeak diſreſpectfully of 
our gteat legillator, of to taſte of proKibiied 
food: * With cheatfut countenances they 

triumphed over, their, tormentors, yielding 
up their lives with a ſhare. of reſolution 

that evinced their firm. hope of a glorious 
ane ; 2 OE HS, I$% 130 2 g 


mortal, but that the {6ul being equally un- 


| fubſfartial with, the moſt ſubtle air, is in- 
| corraptible and immortal; that it is en- 


cloſed in the body, by a kind of natural 
intlination ot atttaction, and that when 
5 from the body, it aſcends to tlie 
regions of eternal bliſs. This opinion is 


o that of the Greeks, who 
n imagine 


. 


women ate covered when they wafh, in the 


Of the Pha- 
riſees. 


7 


Of the Sad- 
ducees. 


25 e A adi Y as 92 Dae 
imagine a place beyond the ocean, where 
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agree with the former with regard to laws, 


manners, and food; but not in reſpect of | 
marriage; for they ſay, that "thoſe who 
oppoſe this inſtitution are declared enemies 
of mankind, as they would prevent the pro- 


pagation of the human race; urging, that 
if every one held this ſentiment, the human 
race would ſoon become extin&t. In all 
the concerns of life theſe people act with 
great caution : they ſubject the women to 
x probation of three years, and if, at the 


end of that period, they are in health pro- 


pet for child-bearing, they are then deemed 


hl A popular tumult it confequente of Caſar's = 


| 
Nu 
| [Herod dies in Spain. | 

l r n : 
HE ethnarchy of Archelaus being re- 


E 
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months arid two days, Auguſtus died, and die. andi 
| was ſucceeded by Tiberius, the ſon of Livia, 
incthe government of the Roman em 
In Paneas, Philip the tretrach built a 


| ſituated- at the head of the river Jordan., 


- fs. 


wi 181 | | , 
| with his image on them. Hereupon the Jews 


* 
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Boow 1p 
Hug ts dies, and ir furcetaed by Mi. 
"no 


tate ſucceeds to the government of Tadeg. 

enfigns being conveyed to Feriſalem. J. hey 

| are renoted. Another difturbdice. Agrip- 
pu inipriſened. Tiberius ſucceeded 'by _ 


I dueed to a provinoe, Herod- and 
Philip, otherwiſe named Antipas, conti- 
nued in poſſeſſion of their tetratchies. 
Salome died, bequeathing her-eſtate to the 
empreſs Livia®. . 
After reigning 


: 
* 


Gfey- ſeven years, fix Auguſſos 


ſucceedeg by 
Ia, Tiberius. 
pire. 
city, 
This place was 


-, 


which he called Cæſarea. 


He alſo conſtructed a city in Gaulanitis, 
giving it the name of Julias. Tiberius in 
Galilee, and Julias in Perea, were built by 
Herod. ee n BO] 
Tiberius having appointed Pilate: gover- (% 
nor of Judea, he privately conveyed into Soc 


Je- ass conve 


ruſalem, by night, ſome enſigns of Caeſar, , le. 


e 


——_ 
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grew tumultuous, apprehending the loſs of 
their religion and liberties, by this inſult on 
their laws, which ſtrictly forbid the bring- 
ing of images into the city. Gfeat num 
bers of people from all parts of the pro- 


qualified for marriage. Among theſe the 


ſame manner as the men. 3 

The Phariſees ars the moſt eminent 
doctors of the law, and men of the greateſt 
learning | 
he principal article in their 
creed is that, * Every thing is effected by 
God and fate; yet that it is much in our 


own power to determine whether we do 


well or ill ; only fate ſometimes interpoſes 
in particular inſtances,” They acknowledge 


the immortality of the ſoul, and believe| 


that the foyls of good men are tranſmigrated 


into other bodies; but that the ſouls of 


On the contrary, the Sadducees abſolutely 


deny the doctrine of fate. They ſay that 


the wicked are ſent into a ſtate of eternal 


God is incapable of doing evil, but leaves 


Evil.“ 


them. The Phariſces are a ſociable 1 5 


men at liberty to act ag they BE? and 
that they have their choice of good and 
ith regard to future rewards 


and puniſhments, they hape no idea of 


\ 
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in all the rites and ceremonies of 
the Jews. 


at] 


3 Another contention immediately Follow The cauſc 


vince foon inflamed the uproar in the city; 
[on which the Jews went in a body to 
| Czfarea, beſeeching Pilate to ditect the 
images to be removed. Pilate paid no at- 
| tention to their remonſtrances; on which 
the Jews threw! themſelves on the ground 
{ near his houſe, and continued in that poſ- 
ture five: days and nights. 
Pilate aſcended a tribunal in the great 
court on the ſixth day, and ſummoned the 


iT 


Jews, as if to acquaint them with” his de- 
termination: but, on a ſignal being given, 
they inſtantly fund themſelves furrounded 
by armed ſoldiers three in depth. The 
Jews were alarmed at this circumſtance, 
and ſtill more when Pilate declared that, 
unleſs they received the enſigns into the 
| city, they fhould all periſh ; and hereon, 
he commanded the ſoldiers to draw their 
ſwords. On this, the Jews threw them- 
ſelves on the ground before the ſoldiers, 
and ſtretehed out their necks. to the ſtroke 
of the ſword, unanimouſly declaring, that 
they would die, rather than ſubmit to 2 
violation of their laws. This magnanimi- 
| ty of behaviour aſtoniſhed Pilate to ſuch a 


| degree, 'that he gave immediate orders for 
the removal of the enſigns. 1 n 


E 
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grievance 


ed. The Jews poſſeſs a ſacred treaſure, 8" 


moved: 
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tes. matt 
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which 
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which bears the name of corban; and oh 
pence of bringing water, by means of aque- 
ducts, from the diſtance of three hundred 
furlongs. 1 arr; e ſo en 
the common people, that they freely com- 
plained of it to . 
the tribunal. But Pilate had taken care to 
provide for the conſequences of' a riot, by 
ordering diſguiſed ſoldiers to mix with 
them, and attack them when directions 
ſhould be given; but they were command 
ed not to, draw their ſwords, but make 
vſe of cudgels only. The mob growing 
tiotous and ungovernable, Pilate gave the 
ſignal to the ſoldiers, who obeyed his or- 
ders by doing great execution. Many of 
the Jews were deſtroyed; ſome by the 
blows' they received, ſome were trampled 
to death in the croud,' and others killed in 
the purſuit. This chaſtiſement affected 
the multitude to ſuch a degree, that they 
made no more complaints; and thus the 
riot was effectually quelled. nn 
Some time after this, Agrippa, the fon 

of that Ariſtobulus who was put to death 
by his father Herod, went to Tiberius with 
a complaint againſt Herod the tetrarch; 
but the emperor diſregarding it, Agrippa 
remained at Rome, in. the character of a 
private gentleman ; and inſinuated himſclt 
with perſons of the. firſt rank, particularly 
with Caius, the fon of Germanicus.. It 
happened that when Agrippa was entertain- 
ing Caius at his table, he, in the height of| 
his feſtivity, extended his arm, and ſaid, 1 
ſhould be happy to ſee Caius maſter of the 


bh 


world inſtead of Tiberius.“ This expreſſion 


being mentioned to Cæſar, he cauſed Agrip- 
pa to be caſt into priſon, where he remain- 

ad, ina miſerable ſituation till the death of 

hippain the emperor, which happened about fix 
n. months afterwards, when he had reigned 
twenty years, fix months, and three days. 

Upon the deceafe of Tiberius, Caius 

in Cæſar Ceſar ſucceeded to the government, and 

ed immediately reicaſed Agrippa, and beſtowed 

ws. upon him the tetrarchy of Philip, lately 

deceaſed, together with the title of king. 

The advancement of Agri . 

envy of Herod the tetrareh, whoſe wife, 

Herodias, encouraged him to cheriſh the 

ambitious hope of fucceeding to the king- 

dom. She upbraided him with indolence, 

faying the trouble of a journey to Cæſar, 

and making the requeſt, would have ſe - 

cured him in the poſſeſſion of a throne ; 

for it could not be fuppoſed that Caius 

would have hefitated to advance him from 

_ a tretrarchy to tlie ſovereign dignity, ſince 

he had made no difficulty of promoting 

Agrippa from the rank of a private man to 

that of a king. This ſtimulated, Herod: 

repaired to Kfar, in order to ſolicit 


— 


1 


This circumſtance ſo entageg 
| they freely com- tired into Spain, being accompanied by 
late, while he fat upon 5 3 


in that country. ©, 
Ge 0113 e of 


— 


- exited the 
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a4 bn 80 far from; fivouting lid aſpitlhg views 
this Pilate impoſed à t towards the ex: fig | AIPIENTE VIC 


| the” emperor "ſeverely repritiandetd' Herod 

for his ambition and avarice, and deptived 
hith of his tettarchy, which he gave to 
Agrippa. ''Thut"difappvinted; Herod tel. 


his wife; and he de died 
einn ie 


| 


ſometime afterwar 


= . 


The impious 8 of "Cami," His 
horrid cruelties. Caſar's flatuet ordered 
re be placed in the temple. Deſcription f 
Prolematis. The* Fews petition Petroniug 
or redreſs. He 7 5 them at Tiberias, 
and promiſes to apply to Cæſar in their be- 
Ball. Ceſar orders Petronius to be put tb 
death, but his. own deceaſe prevents the 
execution of the command. | 


HR ſucceſs: of Caius: Cæſar inſamed 

his pride to ſuch an extravagant de- 

gree, that he impiouſly arrogated the cha- 

racter of a diety, and commanded that di- 

vine honours ſhould be paid him. He Caius Czar 

cauſed ſuch numbers of the nobility to benen * 

beheaded, that the whole order was threat- lis horrid 

oned with extirpation; and his frequenteruelties 

executions among the other claſſes of his 

ſubjects greatly 1mpaired the ſtrength of 

his country. His oppreflion he extended 

to Judea, into which country he diſpatched 

Petronius, with a commiſſion to erect his 

ſtatues in the temple, to put to death every 

man who ſhould preſume to oppoſe the 

exeeution of this order, and to reduce all 

the other Jews to a ſtate of ſlavery, | 

With three legions and a body of aux! 

Hiaries from Syria, Petronius marehed 

from Antioch; towards Judea; and when 

the army approached Ptolemais, the Jew- 

iſh nation was thrown into an univerſal 

, . BOL 
The city of Ptolemais is ſituated on an Peſeription 

extenſive plain, on che coalt of Galilee, be- of Ptolemais, 

ing ſurrounded to the eaſtward with mou 

tains at the diſtance of about ſixty furlongs z 

with Mount Carmel ſouthward at about 

a hundred and twenty furlongs, and to the 

north about a hundred, with the lofty 

mountain called the Tyrian Ladder. 
Two ſtadia from the town is a ſmall ri- 

ver in the neighbourhood of Belus, near 

which is ſituated the ſepulchre of Mem- 

non, adjacent to a proſpect near a hundred 

cubits over, which has ſomething very ſin- 

gular in it“ It appears like a circular val. 

ley, yielding a fort of glaſſy fand. This A ſatprſing 

ſand 18s met by ſhips, which carry it away; kind of ſand. 

but a freſh ſtock is ſtill fupplied by the 

winds from the top of the mountains. 

This place naturally turns any thing that 

comes into it into glaſs; but the: moſt fin- 

gular circumſtance is, that when the fand 

will turn to ſand 


* 


: 


promotion, being followed by Agrippa. 


* 


s beon yitrified, it 5 
| ' ; again, 
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again, only on its being thrown on the the danger of ineurting the diſpleaſure of 
the banks; ſuch is the peculiar nature of ¶Cæſar, to whoſe command he Was bound 
nr een 2 een A. 

The Jews In the diſtreſs above mentioned, the argument of no avail, and that during the 
etition. Jews, with their wives and ebildren, re- || controverſy, which continued fifty days, 
TT, paired to Petronius at Ptolemais, Where the Jews had loſt the ſeaſon for ſowing 

they intreated him not to urge the violation their corn, he reſolved to attempt giving 
of the laws, to the deſtruction of ſo many is | | 
unoffending perſons. So earneſt, and ſo|| minent danger of the undertaking. Hay. Theger, 
numerous were the petitioners, and ſo un- ing ſignified to the people his generous de. '"oluong 
fortunate was their fituation, that Petronius|| ſign, they offered up vows and prayers for Saen 
was induced to leave his army, and the ſta- his welfare ;. and marching his army to An- Jew. 
tucs of the emperor at Ptolemais z and pro- tioch, he diſpatched a letter from that city 
ceeding towards Galilee, he ſummoned the to inform Cæſar that the who e Jewiſh na- 
Jews of every denomination to attend him || tion had united ig a petition that no affront 
at Tiberias. When he arrived there, he 
repreſented to them the ſtrength and power a c 
of Rome, and the threats of the emperor; || meaſure of prudence, fince à refuſal might 
adding, that the requeſt of the Jews was a || endanger the loſs of the whole province of 
kind of affront, fince they had no right to} Judea. Upon receiving this letter, Cæſar 
diſpute the orders for placing the emperor's || iſſued an order for putting Petronius imme- 
ſtatues in their temples, among the other || diately to death, for having neglected to 
gods, as they were ſubmitted to by all the || execute his commands. But the expreſs 
other ſubjects of the empire. He inſinua- | 
ted that their expoſtulations had the air of not arrive till twenty-ſeven days after news Cain 
rebellion, and himlelf, next to Cæſar, was being brought by a ſhorter, paſſage that the 4s. 
intereſted in the affair. 2} emperor was deae. 


The Jews had nothing to urge, but that cu A p. —_—_ f 

the erecting images in any place, ſacred to 3 ee e ee 

profane, was contrary to the laws and cul- | Claudius ſucceeds Caius. He is ſecured in 

| toms of their country. But, ſaid Pe- | the government by the prudent advice of 
tronius, ouglit, I not to keep the laws ot || Agrippa. He gains popularity, and atts 
my maſter, as well; as you thoſe of yours || generouſly towards Agrippa and Herad. 
and if I ſhould violate them in your tavour, || _ Feru/alem ſurrounded With a wall, Agrip- 

| ſhould I not deſerve puniſhment ? You are pa dies. [he family of Alexander and 
not now oppoſed by Petronius, but by C- Ariſtobulun. 
ſar; for Jam equally a ſervant with your- | AlUs Czfar was deſtroyed by trea- 
ſelves. Hereupon all the people made a 8 chery, after reigning thiee years and 


: declaration, that they would never ſubmit | fix, months, and the army which was; then 
5 | to a violation of their laws, though their \ | 


| | at Rome, advanced Claudius to the ga- Clad 
lives were to pay the penalty of their reſiſt- vernment. The conſuls, Sentius Saturni- «tc 


: = , ſacceſſorof 
ance.. nus, and Pomponius Secundus, appointed ciu C 


The tumult having ſomewhat ſubſided, || three companies for the protectiön of the 
Petronius aſked if they were" determined to city, agreeable to the reſolution of the ſe- 
take up arms againſt Cælar. They replied nate. Being aſſembled in the capitol, the 
in the negative; and that they offered up || ſenate reſolved to oppoſe Claudius, on ac- 
daily prayers for him, and for all the in- count of the crueltics that had been com- 
habitants of Rome: but that if Cæſar per- mitted by Caius, and to endeavour to re- 
. ſiſted in his reſolution to place images in || ſtore the government to its ancient form 
their temple, he ſought the ready method || of an ariſtocracy. At this time Agrippa ar- agrippet 
to ſacrifice the whole body of the Jews; riving in Rome, he was invited to a ſeat in vous te 
for that themſelyes,. their wives, and their || the ſenate ; and Claudius requeſted that he 88 

Children, were all ready to yield up their would ſupport his cauſe. Agrippa readily 
lives on the ccaſion. This united reſolu- attached himſelf to the intereſt of Clau- 
tion of ſuch a multitude, all zealous in the ||dius, whom he already conſidered in the 
cauſe of religion, had ſuch an effect on Pe- |f character of emperor, and was diſpatched 
tronius, that be broke up the aſſembly by him on an embaſſy to the ſenate. | | 
...-... - , Without coming to any determination. lis buſineſs was to declare that Claudius 
Ant 20 b 208 the following day; however, he having been choſen emperor by the army, 
Went. privately to ſome of the moſt diſtin- it was entirely their act, without any con- 
guiſhed perſons; among them; and like wiſe ſent of his own; and it was not in his 
on the ſame. day, addreſſed himſelf to the || power to recede, conſiſtently either with 
common people, at one, time adviſing them his ſafety or honour: for, to decline the 
as a friend: then reminding them of the dignity would appear as if he deſpiſed the 
. power and bravery of the Romans, and of ſofdiers; and if he ſeemed inſenſible of the 
| ©, GS + NP Ee | q A 
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obligation, they would be inſtigated to re- 
venge. Agrippa repeatedly urged, that as 
Claudius was already choſen, he could not 
think of reſigning; ſince, even if he did, 
he ſhould ſtill be envied as the fovereigr of | 
their choice; but that as he was in actual 
poſſeſſion of the government, he was de- 
termined to diſcharge the duties of his of- 
fice, as a prince who had a real affe&ion for 
his people, and not as a tyrant, ſeeking the 

ratification of his own will. He ſaid 
that Claudius would reſt ſatisfied with the 


N 
defart, inſtead of being the ſvertitn f 4 
mighty empire. This advice being approv= 
ed by Claudius, he reduced. the ſoldiers td 
obedience, reſpectfully, entettained, the fe- 
nators in his camp, and then accompanied 
them to offer the cuſtomary vows and [acri- 

— for the ene of the empire. Clau- 

jus gave to ö the ole a... 
of bis Father's King tom, bot Irene Aye Ae l 
2h, e, | . UREWIIEC Au- makes him 
rants, Trachonitis, and ſome other places {*f populge. 
which Auguſtus had beſtowed upon Herod; Cle Pe bis 


2 vous, and ſa- 


name of emperor, but take advice of the 
ſenate in ſtate affairs: For, ſaid he, the 
ſhocking fate of Caius, would make Clau- 
dius unafſaming, if he was not naturally 
difpoſed to temperance and moderation.” 


Agrippa having delivered his commiſſion, | 


the ſenate, confiding in their influence with 
the army, replied that They were not 
men that would ſubmit to voluntary flav- 
ery.” This meſſage was carried to Clau- 
dius, who immediately ſent Agrippa back 
with an anſwer to the fenate, importing 
that Claudius was rot of a difpoſition to 
betray thoſe friends who had advanced him 
to the empire ; that he was diſturbed at 


the idea of having any diſpute with the 
ſenate ; but that if the affair muſt be de- | 


termined byforce of arms, he wiſhed they 
would fix on a ſpot without the city for 
the deciſion ; firice it was a pity that Rome 
itſelf ſhould be made a ſcene of blood, and 
reduced to aſhes, only to indulge the hu- 
mour of a few violent men. 
flier While affairs were in this ſituation, one 
ü * of the ſoldiers advanced, and drew his 
mf ſword; ſaying, Why, my companions, 
alis. ſhould we remain thus in rancorous enmity 
with our beſt friends, and ſtand on the pre- 
cipice of a civil war; becauſe we adhere to 
Claudius, who is an emperor of unble- 
miſhed character, and a prince whom we 
ought not to oppoſe with arms, as an ene- 
my, but rather treat him with duty and re- 
ſpect, as our protector? Having thus ſaid, 
he proceeded through the midſt of the 
court, and was followed by the reſt of the 


probable conſequences of this deſertion; 
and finding that oppoſition availed nothing, 


and retired declaring for Claudius. In the 
mean time, a number of officious ſoldiers 
were watching under the walls, with drawn 


and expreſly told him, that if he did not 
reſtrain the licentiouſneſs of the army, par- 
ticularly towards the nobility, devaſtation 


would ſtalk at large, and, in a little time, | 
he would be deduced to a prince of a mere 


ſoldiers. The nobles were alarmed at the | 


| ed no their father. 
they followed the example of the military, 


ſwords, to kill them as they came out; and 

all of them would probably have been ſa- 
crificed, before Claudius was , acquainted || 

with the affair, if Agrippa had not apprized 
him of it, in time to prevent the ſlaughter, | 


together with the diſtri bearing the name crifices in 
of the kingdom of Lyſanias. To Herod 8 

4 Yo” | Tas is royal 
the brother of Agrippa, who had eſpouſed bountics to 
his daughter Berenice, Claudius gave the Agrippa 
kingdom of Chalcis. e 
Agrippa's wealth and power now ſur- 
paſſed deſcription; and he was a man of 
too much prudence to exhauſt his riches 
in idle purſuits. He engaged in the ardu- 
| ous undertaking of ſurrounding Jeruſalem 
with a wall of ſurpriſing ſtrength ; and ha 
the work been compleated according to 
his plan, the city would have been able 
effectually to reſiſt the utmoſt power of 
the Roman empire. But he left this great 
work unfiniſhed, Having governed as 
rare 7 * years, and reigned an equal 
period in quality of king, Agrippa died at |. „„ 
Cæſarea. By his wife Gori ge three i ng, 
daughters, named Berenice, Mariamne, and 
Druſilla, and likewiſe a fon named Agrip- 
pa. The latter being very young at the 
time of his father's deceaſe, Claudius: re- 
duced the kingdom to a province, putting 
it under the government of Cuſpius Fadus. 
Tiberius Alexander ſucceeded Fadus, and 
by attempting no alterations of the laws 
and cuſtoms, he preſerved the diſtri in 
perfect tranquillity. Soon afterwards. died 
Herod, governor of Chalcis, leaving by 
Berenice, the daughter of his brother, two 
ſons, named Berenicianus, and Hyrcanus, 
and Ariſtobulus, another brother, died in a 
private. ſtation, leaving a daughter named 
Jotapa, As we have before mentioned, 
theſe were the children of Ariſtobulus, the The family 
ſon of Herod. Alcxander and Ariſtobulug of 4lexander 
were the ſons of Herod by Mariamne, and *. 9 
they were put to death by the command of 
The children of Alexander 
governed afterwards in Armenia the 
Greater. | | 


CCC" 


ſalem. 


CHAP. . 


| Herod ſucteeded by Agrippa in the govern- 


ment of Chalcis. A groſs affront offered 
to the Fews, and its conſequences. < 


foldier burns the books of Moſes, and is put 
to death for the offence. A contention be- 
tween the Fews of Galilee and Samaria. 
Claudius dying, he is ſucceeded by Nero. 


PON the deceaſe of Herod, Agrippa, 
the ſon of Agrippa, was promoted 
Yr OOO. by 


— 


or THE 


HISTORY 
by bis uncle to the throne of Chalcis ; and | 
Cumanus ſucceeded Tiberius Alexander in 
the government of Judea; During the ad- 
miniſtration of the latter, great misfortunes 
befel the Jews. Prodigious numbers of 
people being aſſembled in Jeruſalem on oc- 
caſion of the feaſt of unleavened bread, a 
party of ſoldiers was, as uſual, ſtationed at 
A dring af. the gate of the temple, in order to prevent 
fr-nt to the- tumultuous proceedings among the popu- 
928 lace. One of the troops inſolently expo- 
ſed his poſteriors to the congregation, who 
being highly exaſperated againſt the man 
for His indecent conduct, many of them 
haſtened to Cumanus, demanding juſtice 
to be inflicted upon the offender; and in 
the mean time, ſome young men of warm 
tempers engaged in a quarrel with the ſol- 
diers, and afſaulted them with ſtones. Leſt 
1 an inſurrection ſhould enſue, Cumanus diſ- 
Eh patched a reinforcement to the troops ſta- 
* tioned at the temple, which throwing the 
people into great conſternation, they endea- 
voured to get out of the building, in con- 
ſequence of Which the avenues were ſo 
crouded that near ten thouſand of them 
loſt their lives through the preſſure of the 

_ multitude. | | ES 
= The above was ſoon ſucceeded by ano- 
N. ther public calamity. One Stephen, a do- 
Wed meſtic in the ſervice of Cæſar, being on a 
journey with ſome houſehold goods, the 
property of his maſter, he was attacked 
and robbed by a party of thieves, near 
Bethoron ; whereupon Cumanus ordered a 
party of troops to take the inhabitants of 
that and the adjacant places into cuſtody, 
In order to make them reſponſible for ha- 
„ ving neglected to apprehend the robbers. 
The: books While employed in 5 ſervice, one of 
Rroyed by a the ſoldiers happened to find the books of 
older. Moſes, which he immediately tore into pie- 
ces, and threw the fragments into a fire. 
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interfere. - The report of this violence 
reaching Jeruſalem, the people were be- 
yond meaſure inflamed, and reſolved: to 
attack Samaria. The ringleaders of theſe 
outrages were Eleazar, the fon of: Dineas, 
and Alexander ; who making inroads into 
the diſtrict of Acrabatena, put the inhabi- 
tants to death, and ravaged the country. 
Cumanus hearing of theſe diſorders, ad- 
vanced with a party of horſe from Sebaſte, 
to relieve the country, and deſtroyed and 
made priſoners many of Eleazar's adhe- 
rentss With regard to thoſe who had 
made ſuch ravages in Samaria, the officers 
and principal people in Jeruſalem went 
after them in ſackcloth and aſhes, entreat- 
ing them to abandon their deſign. Do 
not, faid they, let your rage againſt Sa- 
maria deſtroy Jerutalem. Pity your coun- 
| try, temple, city, wives and children ; the 
fate of all being at ſtake in this conteſt ; 
nor let the idea of avenging one unſortu- 
nate Galilean, coſt you all that you hold 
dear in the world.” The Jews were at 
length pacified by theſe remonſtrances. 
Peace being naturally productive of ſloth, 
| robberies of every kind became now very 
common. Numidius Quadratus, governor 
of Syria, was applied to, at Tyre, by the 
principal of the Samaritans, who repre- 
ſented how greatly their country was in- 
felted by robbers. Jonathan, the ſon of 
Ananus, the high-prieſt, being preſent, with 
a Conſiderable number of Jews of diſtinction, 
he reproached the Samaritans, as the au- 
thors of the inſurrection, by the death of 
the Galilean; and likewiſe hinted, that 
Cumanus's neglect of properly punithing 
the offenders had produced all the tatal 
conſequences. . 
When Quadratus had heard thus much Theofend 
of the affair, he poſtponed the farther con- GY 
ſideration of it till he ſhould arrive in Judea, _ 


| 


In confequence of this inſult, the Jews aſ-4 


ſembled in great numbers, and repairing 
to Cumanus, who was then at Cmzſarea, 


where he might obtain fuller information. 


execution of thoſe whom Cumanus had 


He now went to Czlarea, and ordered the 


vehemently demanded juſtice to be execu- 
ted upon the author of ſo daring an out- 
rag2. The people being reſolute in their 
demands, Cumanus ordered the offender 
to be produced, and puniſhed with death 
in their preſence. This ſentence being ex- 
ecuted, the tumult ſubſided. | 

A quarrel At this period an unhappy diſpute like-| 

berwe-n the wiſe happened between the Jews of Gali- 

Galilean and ee, and thote of Samaria. A Galilean 


made priſoners; .and then proceeded to 
Lydda, where he again heard the carſe, 
and ordered eighteen of the principal Jews, 
who were proved to have been concerned, 
to be beheaded. He ſent ſome of the no- 
ble Samaritans to anſwer for their conduct 
before Ceſar ; likewiſe Jonathan and Ana- 
nias, high-prieſts of the Jews, Ananus ton 
of Ananias, Cumanus, and Celer, the tri- 
bune, and ſeveral other Jews of diſtinction, 


8 
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Sainaritan 


Jews. 


Jew going to worſhip at a feſtival at Je- 
ruſalem, he was killed while paſſing 
through the village of Geman in the plain 
of Samaria, Hereupon the Galileans aſ- 


ſembled in a body, to take vengeance on 


the Samaritans by force of arms. Thoſe 
of better rank applied to Cumanus; and 
adviſed him to do juſtice on the murder- 


ers, on a ſtrict ſcrutiny ; but he would not| 


| 


| Having thus adjuſted affairs, he went to 
Jeruſalem : but returned from thence to 


Antioch, upon finding the inhabitants en- 
gaged in the peaceable celebration of the 
feaſt of unleavened bread. _ 

The cauſe being heard at Rome, Cæſar 
lentenced three of the principai Samaritans 


in Chains to 
Jeruſalem, 


to be beheaded, Cumanus to be baniſhed, 
| Celer, the tribune, to be ſent 


| Mk. 11. 


ſyndius fuc- 


Fr by 


Nero, an in- 


qmous cha · 
nder. 
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band of 


ter of their 
thief, 


ſelix defeats 


Jeruſalem, and after being dragged through 
the ſtreets, to be beheaded: He then no- 


minated Felix, brother of Pallas, goyernor | 
of Judea, Samaria, Galilee, and Perea | 


and advanced Agrippa from the kingdom 
of Chalcis to a more conſiderable command, 
ſubjecting Trachonitis and Batanea to his 
juriſdiction, and giving him the tetrarchy 
that Varus had enjoyed, and the kingdom 
of Lyſanias. | 

After a reign of thirteen years, eight 
months, and twenty Gays, Claudius died, 
and was ſucceeded by Nero, who proved a 
moſt inhuman tyrant. He murdered his 
mother, his wife, his brother, and many 
other relations. He ſhamefully degraded 
the dignity of the imperial character by 
adopting the buffoneries of a ſtage- player, 
and by numberleſs other acts equally unbe- 
coming his exalted ſtation, 


CHAP. XII. 


Pelix defeats a band of robbers, and makes 
their leader a priſoner. Great diſturbances 
occaſioned by a gang of murderers, An 
impoſtor at the head of thirty thouſand 
men routed by Felix. A diſpute between 
the Jews and the Syrians referred to the 
conſideration of Cajar. Feſtus ſucceeds 
Felix. | gt 


TJ; E government of Armenia Minor, 
Nero gave to Ariſtobulus, he ſon 
of Herod, and to the juriſdiction of Agrippa 
he added the cities of Tarichea and Tibe- 
rais in Galilee, and Abila and Julias in 
Perea. The remaining part of Judea he 
granted to Felix, who was no ſooner in the 
poſſeſſion of this increaſe of power, than he 


where, ang made war againſt the deſperate robbers, 
wks priſo- who had now infeſted the country upwards 
of twenty years. Having made priſoners of 


Eleazar, the leader of the Banditti, and 


many of his aſſociates, Felix ſent them to 


Aother 


Wyerous 
Kaditti, 


Rome. e 33 
enn band of public 
diſturbers appeared, beihg called Sacirii, 
from the word Sica, ſignifying the weapon 
they were accuſtomed to uſe, In the pub- 
lic ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and particularly 
when the city was crouded, on occaſion of 
feſtivals, theſe miſcreants perpetrated the 
moſt daring murders and other outrages, 
carrying ſhort daggers under their clothes, 
and ſeeking opportunities of aſſaſſinating all 
thoſe againſt whom they harboured any 


_ enmity. 


This practice was continued ſome time 
before the authors of it were ſuſpected. 
Jonathan, the high-prieſt; was the firſt who 
fell by their hands, and daily murders fol- 
lowed his death. The citizens were ſo 
alarmed, that their apprehenſions aggravated 
the reality; for the danger in battle was 


gion, propagated ſtrange doctrines. 


not greater than in walking the ſtreets : 
every man at a diſtance, was ſuſpected fot 
an enemp, and people were afraid of theit 
approaching friends: yet the murderers 


were ſo dextrous at their work, that vigi- 


lance itſelf could not guard againſt them. 
Another ſet now aroſe, whole tongues 
were as miſchievous as the weapons of the 
former. Though they ſhed no blood, their 
doctrines, were worſe than daggers, 'utterly 
contaminating the minds of the people. 
Theſe enthuſiaſts, under pretence of reli- 
They 
enticed the people into woods and ſolitary 
places, pretending that God had deter- 
mined to give them abſolute liberty, of 
which he would grant them infallible aſſur- 
ance by ſigns from Heaven. Felix, fore- 
ſeeing that this plan tended to foment a 
rebellion, diſpatched a body of troops after 
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the enthuſiaſts, by which great numbers of 


them were deſtroyed. 


This calamnity was followed by another, Felix diſyer- 


not leſs diſagreeable than the former. 
Egyptian magician, pretending to be a pro- 
phet, had collected a body of thirty thous 
land men, whom he marched, by the way 


|of the wilderneſs, to Mount Olivet, whence 


he propoſed to proceed to Jeruſalem, drive 
off the Roman garriſon, and take poſſeſſion 


of the city and country; being properly 


provided for this enterprize with counſel- 
lors and guards. Felix, foreſeeing that 
delay would increaſe danger, aſſembled his 
Roman legions, and a body of Jews, and 
advanced towards the Egyptian, whom he 
totally routed, killing numbers of his peo- 


ple, making many' priſoners, and diſperſing 


the reſt, The Egyptian, and fome of his 
triends, ſought their ſafety in flight. 


An ſes a party of 
ſeducers, 


When the body is diſtempered, one diſ- 


order frequently ſucceeds another.; and thus 
it is with nations. The robbers and magi- 
cians now concerted with each other how 
they ſhould engage the people to ſhake off 
the Roman yoke, and aſſert an abſolute 
liberty. To effect this, they uſed argus 


ments and menaces, threatning with death 
thoſe who denied their authority. Their 


view was to reduce thoſe, by terror, who 


would not otherwiſe ſubmit to voluntary ſa- 


very. Theſe people were diſperſed through 
the country, plundering the houſes of the 
rich, and killing and burning as they went : 


ſo that Judea was reduced to the utmoſt de- 


gree of confuſion and deſpair. 


Some diſorders now likewiſe aroſe near 
Cæſarea, on a diſpute between the Jews 
and Syrians, who lived together in a pro- 


miſcuous manner. The Jews inſiſted, that 


the city belonged to them, as it was found - 
ed by king Herod, who was a Jew. The 


Syrians contended, that it could not have, 


been built by a Jew, but that it had be- 


longed to the Gentiles: for if it were the 
property 


property of the Jews, they would'nor have | 


permitted the erection of temples and ſta- 


tues therein: This debate at length grew 


to 1uch a height, that many violences were 


daily committed. On the one hand, the el- 
ders gave their beſt advice, and exerted their 
utmoſt authority, though without effect, for 
appeaſing the Jews; while; on the other, the 


Greeks thought they ſhould degrade them | 


ſelves by yielding in any reſpe& to their ad- 
verſaries. Felix now iſſued a proclamation 
for the faction to quit the city; but numbers 
of them till remaining, in contempt of this 
order, the governor diſpatched a party of ſol- 
diers againſt them, by whom many were 


flain, and their effects ſeized. The ſedition 


continuing to inereaſe, Felix ſent, as com- 
miflioners, ſome of the leading men of each 
party, to ſtate their reſpective pretentions 
to Nero. Felix being ſucceeded by Feſtus, 


he vigoroufly purſued the robbers, many of 


whom he apprehended and put to death. 


C H A P. XIII. 


The government deſcends to Albinus, and 
from him to Geſſius Florus. 
lus governor of Syria. Florus endeavours 


to foment a rebellion. . Ceſar decrees in ” © ge 5 
2 14 a> 9 of periſhing through want of the common 


neceſſaries of life, in conſequence of which; 


favour of the Fews of C zſarea, Origin of 
the Fewiſb war. 


X LBINUS, the ſucceſſor of Feſtus, | 
| was a man of ſuch abandoned prin- | 


ciples, that avarice, extortion, cori uption, 


and oppreſſion, public and private, were 
vices equally familiar to him. However | 


attrocious their guilt, public delinquents 
who were able to bribe this governor were 
confident that he would pronounce them 
innocent. At this time a faction prevailed 
in Jeruſalem, conſiſting of a body of mal- 
contents, who wiſhed to effect a revolution 
in the government, and ſuch of them as 
were poſſeſſed of property, compounded for 
the favour of Albinus, in caſe of their be- 
ing embroiled in difficulties Each of the 
leaders of the mutineers was attended by a 
band of deſperadoes ; and the governor, the 
moſt iniquitous of the whole, had guards 
conſtantly in readineſs to execute his. op- 
preſſive commands. The injured dared 
not complain; and thoſe who had property 
were glad to relinquiſh a part, as a means 
of preſerving the reſt. In ſhort, the 
number of tyrants in power ſeemed to 
predict that the whole country would 
ſoon be reduced to a ftate of the moſt 
abject ſlavery. 

Albinus was ſuceeded by Geſſius Florus, 
whole principles were fo much more aban- 
doned, that the former ſeemed innocent on 
the compariſon. Albinus was treacherous, 
but obferved a ſecrecy in his crimes that 
had the appearance of modeſty : but Geſ- 
frus was io cunſummate in his wickedneſs, 


Ceſtius Gal- | 


ads. M4 


N 


— 


| 


#18 TORY: Of 1 THE 


N 


| 


and declared himſelf the general enemy of 


the nation. His conduct in bis province 
was more like that of an ekeeutiener than 


a' governor; for he treated all the people 


like criminals; and extended his rapine 


and tyranny beyond all bounds. He was 
equally devoid of compaſſſon, and dead to 
all ſenſe of honour; cruel to the unfortu- 
nate, and utterly abandoned in eaſes ſo en- 
ormous that impudence itfelf would bluſh 
at the recollection of them. He exceeded 


[all the men of his time in making lies and 


impoſition paſs for truth; and was equally 
artful in diſcovering new modes of doing 
miſchief. He could not be contented with 
the idea of deſtroying a Whole nation by 


| flow degrees ; but his vengeance extended 


to the ſweeping away whole cities entire, 
and extirpating the body of the. people at 
once. He gave ſuch encouragement to the 
ſons of rapine and plunder, that he might 
as well have proclaimed that every man was 


[|| at liberty to feize whatever he could lay his 


hands on, provided that he himſelf obtain- 
ed a fhare of the fpoil. Such were his 
avarice and oppreſſion, that the people un- 
der his government were actually in danger 


many of them quitted the country. 

At this time Ceſtius Gallus had the com- 
mand in Syria, and it was then deemed 
dangerous'for any Jew to complain of the 
conduct of Florus; notwithſtanding which, 
when Gallus went to Jeruſalem, on the feaſt 
of unleavened bread, not lefs than three 
hundred thoufand Jews applied to Gallus, 
to relieve the province from the govern- 
ment of Florus. This was made known 
to Florus, who made a perfect jeſt of the 
affair. In the interim, Ceſtius, having 
uſed his utmeſt endeavours to calm the 
paſſions of the multitude, by aſſuring them 


that Florus ſhould treat them with more 


calamity might be loſt in the 
wherefore he thought the moſt effectual 


humanity for the future, returned to Anti- 
och. Florus attended Gallus on his jour- 
ney 


own mind the neceſſity of a war with the 


| Jews, as the only method to prevent a ri- 


gid ſcrutiny into his actions, and thereby re- 
main unpuniſhed. He apprehended that, 
if peace ſhould continue, the cauſe would 
be brought before Cæfar, which might be 
attended with danger; and, that if he 
could but incite them to a revolt, the leſſet 
reater; 


method of conſulting his own fafety, 


would be by gradually forcing them into a 
rebellion. 


The Cæſarean Greeks having ſubmitted 


their complaint againſt the Jews, to the 
emperor, 


as far as Cæſarea, recounting many 
improbable tales to him as they travelled ; 
but, in the mean time, revolving in his 


[Boex! 


WW... xv.) WARS OF THE jeEWS. = 
ror, he pronounced a dectee in their favour, | 
which proved the | cauſe of the Jewiſh 


war. This decree was paſſed in the 
month Artimeſius, in the twelfth year of 


Jews, finding the Cæſareans too powerful — 
for Jucundus, conveyed the books of their The fews te- 
law to the province of Narbata, about mote u 


| A **books of their 
ſixty furlongs from Cæſarea. Then twelve law. 


— 


Nhe ſews af- 
oye Czſarean, while the people were employ- 


1 ed in their devotions in the ſy nagogue, 


Kundus en- 


Nero, and the ſeventeenth of that of 
Agrippa. | 1 


CHAP. XIV. 


An affront offered to the ewe. Florus 
bribed, but proves treacherous. A mock- 
ery of the Fews, and a commotion enſues. 
The books of the lau removed. Florus 
continues to foment the diſſention. His 
 a#bominable cruelties. = 


| A Djacent to the building made uſe of 
as a ſynagogue, a Greek of Cæſarea 
had a houſe, which the Jews were deſirous 
of purchaſing, even for a greater ſum than 
its real value. Hereupon, the Greek ma- 
liciouſly employed people to fit up ſuch a 
number of ſmall ſhops upon the ſpot that 
the way to the ſynagogue would ſcarcely 
admit a ſingle perſon to paſs. In conſe- 
quence of this, ſome young Jews, in the 
heat of paſſion, © warned the workmen 
that if they proceeded it would be at their 
own peril. This prohibition being coun- 
termanded by Florus, the Jews hoped they 
might ſecure his intereſt by means of a 
bribe. John, a farmer of the royal cuſtoms, 
and fome other uu people, having aſ- 
ſembled upon this buſin 
to pay Florus eight talents, on condition 
of his prohibiting the buildings. He ac- 
cepted the money, and promiſed that the 
agreement ſhould be fulfilled on his part, 
immediately after which he went from 
Cæſarea to Sebaſte, doubtleſs with a view 
to afford an opportunity for a popular tu- 
mult. 


The next day being the Jewiſh ſabbath, 


laced an earthen veſſel, containing a ſa- 


crifice of birds, at the entrance of the build- | 


ing. This mockery of their ſolemnities 
tranſported the majority of the congrega- 
tion beyond the bounds of patience : but 


the more conſiderable and moderate peo- || 


ple adviſed an appeal to government for 
redreſs, while the young and inconſiderate 
were for more violent proceedings ; nor 
were the Cæſareans leſs diſpoſed to an open 
rupture, as a Cauſe for which they had 
placed the mock-facrifice at the door of 
the tabernacle. 

It happened that Jucundus, a captain of 
horſe, who had been appointed to keep the 
peace, arrived at this critical juncture; and 


having given orders for the veſſel above- | 


mentioned to be removed, he did all in 
his power to quell the diſturbance. 


eſs, they contracted 


The || q 


| of their ptincipal people, with John, the 


farmer of the cuſtoms, repaired to Florus 
at Sebaſte, and petitioned for redreſs ; with 
a ſlight hint of the eight talents he had 


received. Florus inſtantly ordered them 


into cuſtody; and his pretence was 
their having removed their law from 


Cæſarea. 


, 


The Jews of Jeruſalem were inexpreſſi- 
bly aſtoniſhed at this conduct of Florus; 
but they thought it prudent, at preſent, 
not to be free in expreſſing their ſentiments, 
In the mean time; Florus continued to 
foment the ſedition; and that he might 
do it the more effectually, demanded ſe- 
venteen talents out of the treaſury, as for 
the ſervice of the emperor. This cauſed 
great confuſton among the Jews; who ran 
backwards and forwards about the temple, . 


exclaiming as if they were diſtracted, and 


in the name of Cæſar, demanding a deli- 


verance from the inhumanities of Florus, 
whom they purſued with curſes, clamour, 
and every kind of inſult. One of them, in 


| deriſion of the governor, carried a baſket 
| on his back through the ſtreets; begging 


alms for the unfortunate Florus. Theſe 
reflections, however; had no other effect, 
than making him more avaricious, and 
more malignant. Florus, marched with 
a body of horſe and foot to ' Jeruſa- 
lem, where he made the power of Rome 
ſubſervient only to the gratification of 
his paſſions of revenge, pride, and ava- 
rice. 8 . f FOE] 
Notwithſtanding all the indignities that 
he had offered them, the people ſtill con- 
tinued an apparent reſpect to Flotus. 
While they were diſpoſed to pay him every . 
poſſible honour on his entering . the city, 
Florus defeated the compliment by ſending 
a centution, named Capito, with fifty horſe, 
to impede their journey. Capito delivered 
to them a meſlage to the following effect : 


| * By the command of Florus, I am to di- 
rect that you return home; and to inform 


you, that the man whom you have ſo free- 
ly treated, partly in a ſerious way, and 
partly in ridicule, cannot form a more fa- 
vourable opinion of you for your falſe and 
complimentary ſpeeches. If you are really 
men of courage, as you would wiſh to be 
thought, why do you not abuſe that man 
to his face, who you have been ſo Free to 
cenſure in his abſence, and by force of 
arms aſſert that liberty, for which you 


| have clamoured fo loudly ?” Daunted b 


this rebuke, the multitude diſperſed, with- 
out waiting to congratulate Florus, or 
to pay the cuſtomary reſpects to the ſol- 
ers. + 

0 X 


On 
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On the following day, Florus aſcended 


the tribunal; and having aſſembled the 
high-prieſts and the principal people of the 


city, he remarked on the inſulting ſpeeches 


The Jews be- 


have with 
moderation. 


The horrid 


barbaritics of ducted to Florus, 


F lor us. 


that had been applied to him; demanding 
that the offenders ſhould be delivered up, 
and threatening vengeance upon the peo- 
ple preſent, in cafe of refutal. 
the Jews ſaid, the majority of their people 


were diſpoſed to peace, ſupplicating the 
governor to moderate his diſpleaſure, fince | 


among ſo numerous a body, ſome raſh, and 
incoh{iderate individuals would naturally 
be included. 


What was urged in behalf of the offen- | 


ders ſerved but more violently to wfl me 
the rage of Florus, who ordered the 1ol- 
diers to the great market in the upper 
town, to kill all the Jews they met, and to 
plunder the place. The troops did not 


confine themſelves within the limits of 


the governor's orders reſpecting the mar- 
ket in the upper town, but pillaged build- 
ings in other ſituations, and deftroyed the 
the inhabitants without dittinEtion. Num- 
bers of the nobility being ſeized and con- 
he ordered them to be 


whipped, and then to be crucified. Six 


hundred and thirty lives are eftimated to be 
have been facrificed that day, includiny Wo- 


men and children; for no metcy wes fhewn 


even to infants at the breaſts of their mo- 


thers. However dreadful in itfeif, this 
misfortune was the more grievous on ac- 
count of its fingularity ; for till this time no 
inſtance had been known of people of the 
Equeſtrian order being whipped and gibbet- 


ed, like flaves, as though they were Jews 


by birth, they were of Roman dignity, 


Berenice in» 
tercedes for 
tac Jews, 


which had hitherto been held ſacred. 
Gn P.i XV; 


Berenice intercedes with Florus in behalf of 


the Fee. H- contrives to foment new 
troubles. Ile makes an attempt upon the 
- caſtle, but is repulſed. The communica- 
tion between Fort Antonia and the teinple 
deſi oyed. Florus abandons his deſign, 


and repairs to Caſarea. 


E RO having made Alexander gover- 

nor of Egypt, Agrippa was now 

gone to Alexandria, to pay bim a viſit. 
Berenice, ſiſter of Alexander, was at Jeru- 
ſalem, greatly afflicted on account ot the 
tumults which had ariſen, ſo that ſhe ſent 
ſome of her officers and guards to Florus, 
to entreat that he would reſtrain his indig- 
nation, and ſhed no more blood. But 
Florus being alike inſenſible of the crimes 
he bad been guilty of, and of the honour 
of the mediatrix, the ſoldiers were permit- 
ted to contioue their maſſacres, notwith- 


ſtanding the preſence of Berenice, who 


would certainly have been ſacrificed if ſhe 


Upon this, | 


— 


had not eſcaped into the palace. She now 
went to Jeruſalem, for the purpoſe of pay- 
ing a vow to God, as uſual after deliverance 
from ſickneſs, or other imminent, danger. 
She continued in prayer thirty days, ab- 
ſtaining from wine, and ſhaving her hair, 
It was now the ſixteenth of the month Ar. 
temiſius, when Berenice was in the dai] 
courſe of her devotion, ſtanding bare-foot 
before the tribunal, and ſoliciting Florus in 
behalf of the people: but ſhe had not met 
with any ſucceſs ; and her pious office was 
undertaken at the riſk of her life. 

On the following day the people aſſem- 
bled in the market- place of the upper 
town, exclaiming moſt violently againſt 
thoſe who had murdered. their friends on 
the proceeding day : but Florus Was par- 
t cularly the object of their rage and reſent- 
ment. The high-prieſts and men of emi- 
nefice were ſo, apprehenſive of the danger 
of again inciting the wrath of Florus, that 
they rent their garments, and going amon 
the people, entreated them not to talk fo 
freely, for that every ill conſequence, was 
to be dreaded from the vengeance of Florus. 
The paſſions of the people now began to 


ſubſide ; partly through reſpect to the me- 
dlators, and partly in the hope that the 
malice of the governor was appeaſed. 


foment a new diſturbance. With this view, 
he ſent for the high-prieſts, and principal 
people among the Jews to attend him; 
and informed them, that two companies 
were coming from Cæſarea, and if the 
people would go out and meet them on the 
way, it would be deemed a ſubſtantial proof 
of their affection to the government. This 
propoſal being readily acceeded to, Florus 
gave ditectious to the centurions, that if 
the Jews, on their meeting ſhould treat 
them with civility and reſpect, they ſhould 
20t pay any compliment 1n return; and if 
luch behaviour ſhould be reſented, that they 
thould aſſault them with their weapons. 
The Jews being afſembled in the temple, 
the high-pricſts enjoined them to give the 
Romans a moſt reſpectful meeting, as a 
mcans of avcrting the ill conſequences that 
migh otherwile enſue. The whole number 
of prieſts and Levites, the choriſters and 
organiſts, now entered the building, and 
naving expoſed the holy veſſels and other 
plecious ornameats to view, they united in 
exhorting the people againſt offering any 
provocation to the Romans, leſt the plun- 
der of the temple ſhould be the conſequence. 
ihe arguments advanced having the de- 
fired effect, the prieſts and the moſt con- 
aderable of the people, being followed by 
the multitude, proceeded to meet the 
Roman troops: but their ſolicitations be- 
ing received with a contemptuous ſilence, 


[ 
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This return of peace was painful to Flo- The gorer- 


rus, who began to conſider how he might vor foments| 
new troubles 


Abeba 
erde of de- 
N 4100, 


the more violent of the Jews reproached | 
Florus as the author of the prevailing cala- 
mities. In obedience to a ſignal given by 
the governors, the ſoldiers attacked the 
Jews with clubs and cudgels, and bein 

put to the flight, great numbers of them 
were trampled to death by the horſes; 
many died ot their wounds; and others loſt 
their lives through the preſſure of the 
croud, in endeavouring to pals the gate. 
The ſpectacle was truly ' dreadful; for 
vaſt numbers of the deceaſed were ſa 
mangled and disfigured, that the ſurvivors 
could not diſtinguiſh their friends and rela- 
tions. when deſirous of affording them de- 


cent interment. 


The principal aim of the ſoldiers was to 
get between the Jews and the gate oi 
Bezeth, which was a paſs leading to the 
caitle of Antonia and the temple. In thc 
mean time, Florus fallied from the palace, 


with the troops under his command, on 


Torus at- 
tempts the 
ale, but is 
pulled, 


te returns to 


ea, 


the rear of the Jews, with a view of making 
Hhimiclf maſter of the caſtle : but the Jews 
rallying, and making head againft him, his 
deſign was fruſtrated. By this time many 
of the Jews had taken poſſeſſion of the 
houſes, from the roofs of which they aſ- 
ſablted the Romans with -ſuch violent 
ſhower of ſtones and darts, that, unable to 
make any reſiſtance, or preſs through the 
crowas of people in the narrow ſtreets, 
Florus was compelled to retreat to the 
palace, with the remainder of his troops. 
As the Jews apprehended Florus would 
return to the attack, and make an attempt 
on the temple by. way of Fort Antonia, they 
immediately cut down a gallery which com- 
muaicated between that fort and the temple. 
Florus was ſo mortified by this eircum— 
ſtance, that he abandoned the entcrprize, 
finding his project hopeleſs, and his avarice 
ditappointed ; for his principal view was to 
ſeize tie holy treaſure. He now held a 
conterence with the high-prieſt a d the 
ſenate; informing them that he meant to 
quit the city, but would leave them ſuch 
a garriſon as they ſhould require. To this 
they apſwered, that if no new innovations 
took place, one company would ſuffice; 
but hoped it might not be that company 
with which the people had already quar- 
relled, Agreeable to their requeſt, Flo- 
rus ordered another company, and then 
returned to Czlarea. 


| HA FP. XVI: 
Florus complains of the Fews to Cęſtius, who 


appoints Politianus to enquire as to the 
truth of the charge. Politianus is con- 


vinced of the loyalty of the Jews, who || 


ſubmit an accuſation againſt Florus to 


Nero. Agrippa abates the tumult, but it 


7s ſoon revived, 


WARS OF THE-JEWS. 


| NN his arrival at Cæſares; Florus di- 
viſed a new. mode of occaſioning a 


of Syria, accuſed the Jews of rebellious 
practices. The queen Berenice, andothe 
chief people of Jeruſalem acted nobly on 
this occaſiqn; informing Ceſtius of the 
real matter of fact, and acquainting him 
with the mode in which Florus had ga- 
verned. Ceſtius having obtained this in- 
formation, held a conſultation with his 
principal people on the moſt prudent mode 


ders, if the account proved true; but wiſh- 
ed he would encourage their loyalty, if it 
was falſe. Ceſtius thought it prudent pre- 
viouſly to ſend a man of credit and addreſs, 
to enquire into the ſtate of facts. The 
perſon fixed on was a tribune named Po- 
litianus, who meeting king Agrippa near 


formed him of his buſineſs. At this time 
many ſenators and perſons of rank, and a- 
mong them ſeveral high-prieſts, attended 
to pay their duty to the king. When the 
firſt reſpectful compliments were paſſed, 
they gave a melancholy deſeription of the 
condition to which the inhumanity of Flo- 
rus had reduced the Jews. Agrippa was 
of their opinion ; but he thought it incom- 


plaint ; and therefore he artſully ſeemed to 
take part againſt. the Jews, * whoſe ſituation 
he nevertheleſs commiſerated. | 
Agrippa and Politianus were met about 
ſixty furlongs from Jeruſalem, by the peo- 
ple of that city, who conducted them thi- 


loſs of their murdered huſbands; and all 
the multitude, as if infected by their ſor- 
row, burſt into lamentations. Some ear- 
neſtly ſolicited Agrippa to compaſſionate 
their nation ; and others entreated Politia- 
nus to go into the city, and ſee what ha- 
{ veck had been there made by Florus. 
Hereupon they conducted him to the mar- 
ket-place, and ſhewed him the devaſtation 
that had been made. After this, through 
the intereſt of Agrippa, they prevailed on 
Politianus to go through the city as far as 
the pool of Siloah, attended by one ſervant 
only, whereby he might witneſs the reſ- 
pect the Jews paid to the Romans in au- 
thority : but they ſaid that the cruelties of 
Florus were inſupportable. OL 


the loyal diſpoſition of the Jews, he aſſem- 

bled the people, and went up to the tem- 
| ple, where he made a fpeech, highly com- 
\nending their fidelity to the Romans ; and 
then offered praiſes and thankſgivings to 


God, in the manner preſcribed by law, and 


with 


7 


of proceeding. Some adviſed the ſending * 
an army into Judea, to” puniſh the offen- 


= „ & . 
"33s 


Florus accu 


ies the Jews 
to Ceſtius, 


war; and in a letter to Ceſtius, gobesnor who is unde- 


ceived by 


Berenice and 


others, 


Jamnia, on his return from Alexandria, in- 


patible with his rank to increaſe the com- 


ther with every mark of reſpect: in the 
interim the women grievouſly lamented the 


Politianus having taken a view of the 
city, and indiſputably convinced himſelf of 


* 
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with all poſſible veneration for the rites of the province, and he then departed into his 


nA 


religion. This being done, he retired to || own kingdom. | £ 
Ceſtius. | | 5 

No ſooner was Politianus gone, ix the CHA P. . 

ople in general made their addreſſes to _ - TT 
8 — the high-pricſts; ſoliciting * pl and the oo Yor pur to 
permiſſion to ſend ambaſſadors to Nero, 7 e ſwor TY he / 'Þ reject . 7 cuſto- 
to exhibit a complaint againſt Florus, ur-|| 77 ſacriſices of the Romans, and a war 


* 


. | A great ſlaughter." The royal 
ging, that if they ſhould not attempt to enſues 2 

bring ſo violent an outrage to examination. Tag Cal abs Public buildings de- 

it would appear as if themſelves were the || iſhed. Antonia taken. b 


Jr 


Y this time many of the factious Jews The gig 
had privately gotten into the Roman®! Maſi 


garriton of Maſſada, where they ſurpriſed qua, 


criminals. 12 | 
Agrippa conſidered that to permit ſuch 
an immenſe multitude to exhibit an invete- 


Agrippa diſ- 
N 


14 


ſword. 


3 from 
edition. 


rate complaint againſt their governor would 
have the appearance of malice; and further, 
that if ſome meaſures were not purſued for 
appeaſing the paſſions of the Jews, a revolt 
might enſue. 
people in a ſpacious gallery, which was 
connected with the temple by means of a 
bridge, and having placed his fiſter Bere- 
nice in a chair of ſtate in the Aſmonæan pa- 
lace, which commanded a view of the gal- 
lery from the upper part of the town, he 
delivered a ſpeech there inlargely expatia- 
ting on the power of the Romans, repre- 


He therefore aſſembled the 


the ſoldiers, killed every one of the Ro- 
mans, and in the room of them ſubſtituted 
a guard of their own people. 

About this juncture there likewiſe hap- 
pened another commotion in the temple of 
Jeruſalem. A. bold and enterprizing man 
named Eleazar, fon of Ananias, the high- 
prieſt, urged a number of his friends 
among the prieſts, that no offering or ſa- 
crifice might be accepted but from the Jew- 
iſh people. This circumſtance was the 
toundation of a war with the Romans : for 
in conſequence of this requeſt of Eleazar, 


ſenting them as the ſovereigns of the uni- 
verſe, and earneſtly exhorting his auditors 
to avoid all rebellious proceedings. Agrippa 


when the ſacrifices of Cæſar were preſented, be empe- 
according to cuſtom, to be offered up for ror'sotirig 
the ſucceſs of the people of Rome, they *** 


was informed, that the Jews had no cauſe 


of complaint againſt the Romans, their en- 


mity being.only directed againſt Florus, on 
account of his horrid cruelties and intole- 
rable oppreſſions. Upon this, Agrippa ſaid 
&« You have acted as the profeſſed enemies 
of Rome would have done. You broke, 
down the Au tonian galleries, and refuſed 
the tribute due to Czar. Your buſineſs 
then, if you would prevent any farther 
complaint of your conduct, is to rebuild 
the galleries, and pay the taxes.” 

The paſſions of the people now ſub- 
ſiding, they attended the king and Bere- 
nice to the temple ; immediately began to 
rebuild the galleries ; and diſpatched of- 


ficers and agents through the province, to 


collect ſuch duties as were yet unpaid. 
The duties, amounting to forty talents, 
were accordingly collected and paid. 


were rejected. This new and extraordi- 


nary proceeding gave offence to the high 
| prieſts and perſons of diſlinftion, who pro- 


teſted againſt it, and earneſtly recommended 
the continuance of ſo reaſonable a cuſtom as 
that of offering up prayers for princes and 

overnors. But the inſurgents were obſti- 
nate for obedience to their orders, relying 
on the ſtrength of their numbers ; and 
they conſidered Eleazar a man of courage 


| and in office, as their chief. On this occa- 


ſion the princes and high prieſts, and the 
moſt eminent of the Phariſees, aſſembled 
to deliberate on the moſt proper mode of 
proceeding. They at length reſolved to 
try what could be done to appeaſe the paſ- 
ſions of the multitude ; and for this pur- 
poſe aſſembled the people before the bra- 
zen gate, on the inſide of the temple to 
the eaſtward. Here they repreſented to 


Agrippa re. The inſurrection having now, in.a great them the raſhneſs of the enterprize in 
be en degree ſubſided, Agrippa adviſed the peo- || which they had engaged, which would 


ple to a patient ſubmiſſion to Florus, till 
another governor ſhould be appointed by 
Ceſar. This again inflamed the paſſions 
of the people, who treated Agrippa with 
the ok opprobrious language, and pelted 
him with ſtones, till he was compelled to 
quit the city. This contemptuous treat- 


ment had a very diſagreeable effect on the 


mind of the king, who finding the peo- 


ple ungovernable, diſpatched ſeveral men | 


of rank to Florus at Cæſarea, defiring he 


would chuſe ſome of them collectors for 


9 


involve their countty in a ruinous war. 
They | 
ground of the diſpute, and the evident in- 
juſtice in which it was founded; they ſaid 
that their anceſtors were ſo far from 
refuſing or forbidding the oblations of 


ſtrangers, that they conſidered them as, in 
ſome degree, a part of their own worſhip. 


They likewiſe mentioned the preſents made 
from time to time, which were ſtill pre- 
ſerved as ornaments in the temple, and in 
remembrance of thoſe who gave them. 

| | Several 


then adverted to the unreaſonable 


ente in Several: perſons converſantc in the laws 
wof the and cuſtoms. of the Jews, produced pre- 
n  cedents from the practice of ancient times, 
reſpecting the point in diſpute, proving) that 
the oblations of ſtrangers had never been 
rejected by their anceſtors:_ but theſe. au- 
thorities, were, wholly diſregarded by thoſe 
who wiſhed for war, rather than peace; 
and being attached to this party, the Levites 


deſorted the alta. 
ties ſent The e of rank agreed to employ 
Horus and 


deputies to repreſent their conduct in its 
true light to Florus and Agtippa. Simon, 
the ſon of Ananias, was the principal of the 
deputies ſent to Florus; and Saul, Antipas, 
and Coſtobarus, were the chiefs of thoſe 
diſpatched to Agrippa, to whom the latter, 
was related. They were authoriſed to ſo- 
licit that troops might be ſeat to Jeruſa- 
lem, in order to put a ſpeedy end to the 


rebellion. * | 

The application of the commiſſioners 
was highly agreeable to Florus, who waſhed 
for war, however . deſtructive the reſult 
might be, as was evident from, bis delaying. | 
to give an anſwer to the deputies, whereby 
be afforded the rebels an opportunity of 
augmenting their forces. Agrippa, on the 
contrary, Was anxious to promote the pub- 
lic welfare, by effecting a reconciliation, 
whereby the Jews would be at once ſecured 

in poſſeſſion of Jetuſalem, and in ſubjection 
to the Roman empire. This tumultuous 
ſtate of affairs being likely to effect his own 
intereſt in a material degtee, Agrippa diſ- 


nppa· 


patched to Jeruſalem. two thouſand aux- | 
Hiary horſe, from Auranitis, Trachonitis 
and Batanea, under thecommand of Darius | 


and Philip, the latter of whom was the 
ſon of Joachim. 


thoſe in general who were diſpoſed to 
peace, in the upper town; the lower part, 
and the. temple being then in poſſeſſion of 
the inſurgents. - After à ſmart ſkirmiſh 
with darts, and tones, the contending par- 
ties had recourſe to their bows and arrows, 
and inceſſantly annoyed each other, fre- 
quently fighting hand to hand, The in- 
ſurgents made their attacks in the moſt 
deſperate manner: but the royal forces 90 
peared to have a ſuperior knowledge of the 
military art. The principal operation they 
had in view, was to compel the ſacrilegions 
faction to abandon the temple; while, on 
the contrary, Eleazar and his adherents 
laboured with equal zeal, to get the upper 
* The holy fire upon the altar, which originally 
deſcending from heaven, was to be religiouſly pre- 
ſerved, and not ſuffered to go out, according to the 


recept given in Ley. vi. 12, 13. And the fire 
S602, Hy altar ſhall be burning In it, it ſhall not be 
put out, &c. The fire ſhall ever be burning upon 
the altar, it fhall never go out.“ 


tell us, never once happened from the times of Moſes, | 


r 


| town, into. their poſſeſſion. The canteſt 


| hould have but little difficulty in bringing 
over to their intereſt all the debtors and 


len begun The deputies were received by the high-] 
n= er prieſts, the princes of the people, and by 


ſof the month Louis , they aſſaulted the 


— —_—_ 


refuge. They continued their operations 


Which the Jews | 


R THE JEWS. $57 
continued, without, intermiſſion; for ſeven 

days, in which time, though there. Was 
great ſlaughter on both. ſides, no adyantagen Sine, 
was obtained by either.. #8 i 
At this period a feſtival approached, 

which is named Xylophoria, from the cuſ- 

tom of - carrying wood to, the, temple, to 
keep the fice * throughout the year. Ad- 

vantage was, taken. of this; circumſtance to, | 
exclude the inſurgents from their worſhip: 

but while a number of the Jews were enga- 

ged in this office, the Sicarii, a band of mur- 

derers ſo called from their cuſtom of carry- 

ing their daggers privately, broke in upon 

theſe people, and ſo improved their advan-—H- 
tage, that the royal troops were obliged to The king 
abandon, the upper town,z of which, im- wo, 
mediate. poſſeſſion was taken by the rebels. orte. 
After this exploit, they broke into the houſe. 

of Ananias, the high-prieſt, and reduced to 
aſhes the palaces of Agrippa and Berenice. 
This being done, they relolved, in the next 
place, to ſet fire to the offices of record, 
and conſume them and their contents; 


imagining that if they could deprive the 


people of property, of the papers. which 
were neceſſary to prove their titles, they 


other indigent people. So, terrified were 
the officers who had the cuſtody of the 
public records, that they deſerted their truſt, 
each man ſeeking his own ſafety in flight ; 
and, in ſhort, the inſurgents burnt to aſhes - 
the public offices, together with all the pa- 
pers and other documents depoſited therein, 

In this unhappy ſtate of affairs, a great 
number of the nobility, with à view of 
preſerving their lives, ſecreted themſelves 
in vaults, caverns, and other private places, 
while others got into the palace, among the 
king's troops, and defended the paſlage, leſt 
an aſſault ſhould be made; and of this 
number were Ananias, the high-prieſt, his 
brother Hezekias, and the deputies from 
Agrippa. 0 % F 

On the following day, being the fifteenth Antonia 


taken, and 
the garriſon 


caſtle of Antonia, which, after a refiſtance put to the 
of two days, ſurrendered, when the rebels word. 
burnt that building to the ground, and put 

the garriſon to the ſword. After this they 
divided their forces into two bodies, and 
attempted to undermine the walls of the 
palace, where Agrippa's troops had fled for 


night and day without intermiſſion, and 


till the ſacking of Jeruſalem by Antiochus Epiphanes, - 
who amongſt other prophanations of the temple, alſo 
put out this fire. W hoever has a mind to have any | 
farther information herein may conſult Cuneus de 
Rep. Heb. 2. c. 12. and Doughtey's Analecta facra, 

p. 79, 80, $1. of the ſecond Amfterdam edition. 


Ee FER? Auguſt, RA F, 
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many of the faction, including ſeveral of the| 


Sacirii, periſhed under the walls. The aſ- 
ſailants hoped to ſtarve the beſieged into 
compliance; and the latter flattered them- 
ſelves that the fatigue of inceffant duty 
would occaſion their enemies to relinquiſh 
their projected enterprize. N 
Manahem, the ſon of Judas, an artful 
man and ſkilful orator, who had formerly 
reproached the ' Jews under Cyrenius' for 
profeſſing to worſhip only one God, and 
at the ſame time acknowledging ſubjection 


dered every perſon they could: ſeize, and 


Ananids and Hezekiah put io death. Ma- 


to the Romans, perſuaded ſeveral perſons | 


of quality to join him in attacking Herod's 


0 t AE boch 


ſtripped the place of all the valuable furni- 
ture; and concluded the outrage by ſetting 
fire to the camp. It was on the ſixth day 
of the month Gorpicus * that this circum- 
ſtance took place: e 


CHAP. XVIII. 


nahem taken in his place of concealment, 
and puniſhed with torture and death. Me- 
tilius, a Roman general, capitulates. The 
perfidy of Eleazary and its conſequences, 
A ſhocking execution on the ſabbath, 


arſenal at Maſſada; and having ſeized the A NAN TAS, the high-prielt, and | 


Manabem place, he armed ſome of the people he had & his brother Hezekiab, were found _ 
9 found there, and marched to Jeruſalem, together, on the day ſucceeding the above- — N 


like a petty prince, and putting himſelf at 


mentioned events, in one of the vaults ad- ſlain 
the head of the mutineers, iſſued orders in 


joining to the court, where they had ſe- 


The royalits Notwithſtanding the ſucceſs of this coun- 


form for carrying on the ſiege of the pa- 
lace. ) 
Being in want of machines, and finding 
it impracticable to continue working at the 
foot of the wall, while they were conſtant- 
ly annoyed by an enemy directly over their 
heads, they began to break the ground at a 
conſiderable diſtance from the caſtle, and 
carried on a covered way to the foundation 
of one of the towers, ſupporting its weight 
as they worked, by ſeveral props of timber. 
This being done, they retreated, having 
firſt ſet fire to the props, which being con- 
ſumed, the turret fell to the ground. The 
royal troops, being apprized of what was 
going-forward, had run up a wall behind 


the turret, to ſupport the reſt of the build- | 


ing. The aſſailants had reckoned their 
work almoſt complete; but when one of 


the towers only fell, the diſcovery of what 


had been done cauſed great aſtoniſhment 
and confuſion among them. 3224 


ter- ſcheme, the royaliſts in the palace, ſent 
a meſſage to Manahem, and the other chiefs 
of the oppoſition, requeſting that they 
might have leave to depart : which requeſt 

was immediately complied with, as far as 
it related to the king's people, and others 


that were of the ſame religion: who ac- 


cordingly departed without loſs of time. 
The Romans who were left behind were 
quite deſpirited by this circumſtance ; for 
they found themſelves unable to cope with 
the ſuperior number of the enemy; thought 
it inconſiſtent with their character to ſub- 


mit to treat with rebels; and dreaded the| 


hazard they ſhould run, when expoſed to 
(he mercy of- men totally deſtitute of all 
faith and honour. Reduced to this extre- 
mity, they abandoned the place as not being 
defenſible, and retired with all expedition 
to the royal forts of Hippon, Phaſael and 


Mariamne. No ſooner did the ſoldiers be- 


gin to quit the place, than the rebels under 


effect their eſc ape 


| vain, ſuppoſed himſelf an oracle in all af- 


Romans, ought to bluſh at the idea of be- 


the command of Manahem broke in, mur- 


ereted themſelves; and being brought 
forth, they were both put to death by a 
band of the Sicarii. The rebels now pla- 
ced ſtrong guards about the forts, ſo that 
it was impoſſible for any of the ſoldiers to 
| %%» DT Pa I 
The "ſucceſs which had attended the 
ranſack of the fottified' places, added to 
the death of Ananias, the high-prieſt, gave 
Manahem ſo high an opinion of his own 
importance, that he grew moſt inſufferabl 


fairs of government, aud became more in- 
ſupportable and inhuman than any other 
tyrant exiſting. The inſolence of his be- 
haviour became the ſubject of converſation 
between Eleazar and a number of his ſe- 
lect friends, among whom one of them 
ſpoke to the following purport: Any 
man who has once àſſumed courage to aſ- 
ſert his liberty againſt the tyranny of the 


traying that liberty again to any private 
man. He ought particularly to deſpiſe the 
thought of ſubmitting to ſuch 'a maſter as 
Manahem, who, if his wanton cruelties 
had not diſqualified him for government, 
would have been abſolutely incapacitated by 
the meanneſs of his extraction. If there 
ſhould be an unavoidably neceſſity of ad- 
vancing one man above his companions, 
Manahem is certainly the laſt man that 
ſhould be thought of.. re 
Having converſed together till they had 
inflamed their paſſions, they loſt no time 
in repairing to the temple, where they 
found Manahem at his devotions, dreſſed 
in royal robes, with all the pomp of a 
prince, attended by a train, and having 
armed guards for his protection. While 
he was thus employed, ſome of the people 
accompanying Eleazar, made a ſudden aſ- 
lault on his perion. Hereupon the people 
began to pelt him with ſtones, convinced 
that if he was deſtroyed, things would go 


* i. e. September. 


. . on 
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time aſter the firſt attaek; his guards made 
a faint ſhew of reſiſtance 3. but when. they 
ſaw that the people in general were his 
enemies, they fled. The adherents. of 
Eleazar deſtroyed as many as they could 
get into their cuſtody; and purſued the reſt 
till they effected their eſcape; . Some few 
of them retired privately to Maſſada, among 
whom was Eleazar, the ſon of Jairuz who 
was nearly related to Manahem, and lived 
to exetciſe a tyrannical government in that 
place afterwards. With regard to Mana- 
hem, he was apprehended in a palace na» 
med _Ophlas, and being dragged from his 


lurking-place, he, was firſt expoſed- to the | 
public view, and then tortured, and put | 


to death. His aſſiſtants, and thoſe who 
acted by his immediate direction, were 
treated in the ſame manner; among whom 
was Abſolam, who had been-a principal 
fomenter of the ſedition. © 
Thoſe who were in the oppoſition. to 
Manahem found themielves ſupported by 
the people in general, who, as hath been 
heretofore obſerved, thought that this would 


be a ready method to bringing about | 


an accommodation: whereas, in fact, one 


faction was but acting as an oppoſite to the | 


other, ſince the opponents of Manahem did 


not conſider that they were ereCting a new 


tyranny, on the ruins of the old. The 
people in general were at this time extreme- 
ly ſolicitous with thoſe perſons who had the 
Siredtion of the faction, not to act with ſuch 
ſeverity towards the Romans; but rather 


to raiſe the ſiege, and permit them to de- 
part: but. the more this matter was urged || 


on the one fide, the more obſtinately it was 


oppoſed on the other. The Roman gene- 


ral Metilivs, and thoſe who accompanied 


him, having exerted themſelves to the ut- 


moſt of their power for the defence of the 
place, and being now reduced to the great- 


eſt extremity, propoſed terms of capitula- | 


tion to Eleazar, and offered to deliver up 
the place, together with every thing it con- 


tained, on the ſingle condition that their 


lives might be ſpared. 80 


Theſe terms were too moderate to be re- 


* jected; whereupon Gorian, the ſon of Ni- 
codemus, Ananias, the ſon of Saddaca, and 
Judas, the ſon of Jonathas, were fixed on 
as commiſſioners to ratify the treaty on 
oath, and by ſigning and ſealing. No ſoon- 


er were the formalities! ended, and thera 
greement properly ratified, than Metilius, 
fully confiding in the honour of his oppo- 


nent, drew off his ſoldiers, without inter- 
ruption, or ſuſpicion, while the Romans 
remained under arms: but no ſooner, in 
conformity to the agreement, had the ſol- 


little injured by this 


Twenty thouſand Jes Nlaugbtered in one 


hended and ſent in chains to the 


diers delivered up their ſwords and ſhields, 
then the troops. of Eleazar broke in upon 


them, and moſt inhumanly murdered them; 


85 &: 
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on in their proper chanuel. For ſome little 


reflecting on their barbarous foes by utterin 
the words oaths and articles: Metilius 
alone was mean enough. to ſolicit his life; 
which was at length granted, on condition 
of his ſolemnly promiſing to turn Jew; and 
ſubmit to. circumciſion: D ec od 
The Roman power, however, was: very 
ſince the loſs of the troops thus deſtroy 
was inconſiderable, comparitively:with their 
vaſt armies. But this circumſtance'was an 
evident prelude to the deſtruction of the 
Jews : for a war was actually im view; and 
that founded: on a good cauſe: the city, 
which had taken the principal ſhare in tſie 


diſpute; was ſo corrupted; by perfidy and 


rebellion, that admitting it might. eſcape 
the vengeance of the Romans, it was not 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe but that it muſt fall a 


ſactifice to Divine juſtice. The face of af- 
tairs was now more mournful, melancholy, 


and diſponding than it had been at any 
former period: thoſe who were innocent 


dreaded to ſhare the fate of the guilty. The 
above-mentioned aſſaſſination took place on 
the Sabbath day, which was deemed a great 


atrocious outrage, 


-. "008 
the Roman ſoldiers neither ſupplicating fof The perfidy 
| their lives, nor making any reſiſtance; only 2 17 


aggravation of the erime; ſince, on that 4 bee 
day, all labour whatever is forbidden by ut deen 


the Jews. 
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day. Dreadful havoc. in Syria and its 
. neighbourhood: . Thirteen thouſand Fews 

deſtroyed by the people of | Scythopolis! 
The exploits of Simon. His confeſſion. and 
recantation. He &ills his father, mother, 
wife and children; and rather than ſubmit 


tothe enemy, puts an end to his own life. 
N the very day when the above · men uentj thou- 


Y the Sabbath. 


\ FJ tioned maſſacre took place, upwards fand Jews 
of twenty thouſand Jews were ſlaughtered ae 2 


at Czfarea; and the ſmall number that eſ- 
caped by flight, Florus cauſed to be appre- 

gallies, 
This terrible flaughter exaſperating the whole 


Jewiſh nation, they divided themſelves into 
ſeveral bodies, and diſperſed into various 


& * 22 
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quarters. Having laid waſte a number ofznerble 
the villages of Syria, they deſtroyed! ſeveral havoc in Sy- 
of the bordering cities, among which were "is, and its 
Philadelphia, Gebonitis, Geraſſa, Pella an 


Scythopolis. They then proceeded to Ga- 


dara, Hippon, Gaulonitis, Ptolemais, Gaba, 
Cæſarea, and the Tyrian Cedaſa, ſome of 
which places they burnt, and by other 
means reduced the reſt to ruins-. They 
then aſſaulted Sebate and Aſkalon, which. 
places ſurrendered without oppoſition. They 
afterwards” deſtroyed Anthedon and Gaza, 
and continuing their ravages, laid waſte 'ſe= _ 
veral villages on the frontiers, and 9 ai 
number of the inhabitants to the ſwo 


reat 
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this requifition, and every thing remained 


Thirteen 
put to death 


hs. 


now as deplorable as can be imagined ; for 


at Seythopo- thouſand 3 and departed, having firſt ſeized 


HISTORY 


In revenge for theſe outrages, the Syrians 

ut a great number of the Jews to death, 
h in ſeveral of the cities and in different 
country places. The ſituation of Syria was 
evety city contained two adverſe armies, 
ind the ſafety of one of them was only to 
be expected from the deftruftion' of the 


other. It was truly dreadful to behold the 
ſtreets encumbered with dead bodies; which | 


the murderers had left with their nakedneſs 
entirely expofed. 1 


To this period the Jews had only made 


war on ſtrangers; but when they ap- 
proached the confines of Scythopolis, they 
found their own countrymen of that diſtrict 
to be their enemies; ſo much had the latter 
preferred the conſideration of their own 
intereſt to that of their king and country. 
The Scythopolitans were ſuſpicious of the 
good faith of their new- allies, and reflected 
on what might be the conſequence, if theſe 
people ſhould unite againſt them with the 
other Jews, ſurpriſe the town by night, 
and then affert that what they had done 
aroſe from the neceſſity of their ſituation, 


or was in revenge of their own ſufferings. | 


On this occafion the citizens propoſed to 
the Jews of their confederacy, that if they 
were willing to give a proof of their integ- 
rity, and love of juſtice towards ſtrangers, 
they would, for the preſent, withdraw 
with their families, into a grove adjacent 
to the town. The Jews complied with 


in peace at Scythopolis during the two fol- 
towing days : but on the third night, in-| 
tefligence being brought of the defencelefs | 
fituation of the Jews; that ſome of them 


were aſleep, others in careleſs poſtures, and || 


all of them off their guard; the people of 


birtees Scythopolis attacked them unawares, deſ- | 
thouſan@Jevs troyed them all, to the number of thirteen | 


every thing of value in the camp. 
; 1 thus given a general 


this tranſaction, it will be proper particu- 
larly to mention the death of Simon, the 
fon of Saul, who fell a ſacriſice on the oc- 
— ex · cafion. He was a man of a diſtinguiſhed 
pfloits. 


family, and very remarkable for the ſtrength | 
© of his body, and the dignity of his mind; 

and theſe advantages he had made uſe of in 
behalf of the Scythopolitans, to the injury | 


of his own countrymen. The Jews living 
in the neighbourhood of Scythopolis, were 
almoſt daily the objects of his vengeance ; 
and he would often put whole troops 'to 


army ſeemed combined in his perſon. But 


— 


| rather to ſacrifice himſelf: this is the pu- 


[after did his wife and ſons, who behaved 


his body. 


2 
account of 


PIE 


| is | g of remaining with 'the Geraſenes were 
the rout ; for his courage was ſuch that an 


*% 


at Jength his crimes were puniſhed by an 


adequate vengeance. Obſerving how the 
Jews in the grove were ſurrounded by the 


people of 8cythopolis, who plied them in- 


5 depart, were ſafely conducted to the bor- 
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his ſword, and without offering to attack 
any one, which indeed would have been a 
fruitleſs attempt amidſt ſuch a multitude; 
he addreſſed the Scythopolitans' to the fol. 
lowing purpoſe : ** Behold in me an inſtance lis cont 
of juſt puniſhment for the evils I have done, fal. 
- obtaining your confidence: and eſteem, 
y ſacrifreing ſo many of my unha 
countrymen. Why ſhould I 4 erpeched 
greater faith from ſtrangets, than from my 
own friends and fellow citizens? My death 
is approaching; and it would ill become 
the man who has boaſted of his honour, to 
fall by the hands of the enemy. He ought 


niſhment I have merited, and the act will 
accord with the heroic character I have 
hitherto maintained. It ſhall not be ſaid 
that I have put it in the power of an enemy 
to triumph ovef me in my calamity, and to 
glory in my deſtruction.“ Having aid 
thus much, he caſt his eyes; which were 
at once expreſſive of rage and tenderneſs, 
on his ancient parents, his wife and child- 
ren, and the reſt of his ſurrounding family, 
Having gazed awhile, as in ſuſpence how] | 
to act, he ſeized his father by the hair, and 1 , 
placing his foot on him, ſtabbed him ther vibe 
through the body ; then approaching his dach 
mother, who appeared willing to meet her then det 
fate, he killed her alſo, as he immediately 


with equal heroiſm. He then placed the 
bodies upon each other, and ſtanding upon 
them, and extending his right arm, in order 
to attract public notice, he put an end to 
his own life by plunging his ſword into 


CHAP. XX. 


A great number of Jews put to death in 
_ afferent places. Seventy deputies from 
Batanea ſlain. Varus removed from his 


2 


0 


government. The rebels gain poſſeſſion 0 
the caſtle of Cypros. The Romans my 


up Macherus to the Fews. 


CEVERAL other maſſacres followed that The Jews 


of Scythopolis. In Aſkalon two thou- different 
ſand five hundred Jews were lain; jo 
Ptolemais two thouſand ; a great number 
were put to death in Tyre, where many 
others were - impriſoned; and in ſeveral 
other towns they were treated with equal 
ſeverity : but no violence was offered to the 
Jewiſh inhabitants of Antioch, Sidon, and 
Apamia. Such of the Jews as were defi- 


permitted ſo to do, and thoſe who wiſhed 


ders of zhe country. b | 
At this period a ſingular and unprece- 
dented 'misfortune attended the Jews in 
the kingdom of Agrippa. This prince, 


cellattly with arrows and darts, Simon drew 


having reſolved to make a viſit to Ceſtius 
VV Gallus, 


AP, XXI ] 


aaty de- 
ties d 


afterwards to be informed of the depreda- 


rice to this infamous outrage on his country- 


they lived in a great degree ſeparate from 
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Gallus, at Antioch, commiſſioned his friend 
Varus, who was related to king Sohemus, 
to tranſact the public affairs in his abſence. 
It happened at this juncture that ſeventy 
perſons of the province of Batanea, diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their rank and wiſdom, were 
ſent to requeſt the favour of a garriſon, with 
a view that they might be enabled to ſup- 
preſs any tumult that might ariſe. Varus, 
being informed of this circumſtance, ſent 
out a party of the king's troops to deſtroy 
them on their approach ; which he was 
raſh enough to do, not only without the 
knowledge, but, as it afterwards appeared, 
greatly againſt the opinion of Agrippa. 
Varus was ſtimulated by an exceſs of ava- 


men; and having thus began his depreda- 
tions, he proceeded to debauch the manners 
of the whole kingdom, by every ſpecies of 
vice and tyranny. When Agrippa came 


tions made by Varus, he was unwilling to 
put him to death, on account of his regard 
to Sohemus: but he gave orders that he 
ſhould be immediately deprived of his go- 
vernment. 7 5 HH: * Oy 
In the interim, the poſſeſſion of the caſtle! 
of Cypros, on the frontiers of Jerico, was 
obtained by the rebels, who deſtroyed the 
place, after firſt putting the garriſon to the 
word. About the fame period the Romans 
of Macheras were treated with by another 
large body of the Jews, for the ſurrender 
of their garriſon; and they accordingly 
agreed to the terms on which it ſhouid be 
given up, thinking it was better to yield it 
by capitulation, than to be driven out of 
it by force. 
CRAP. AN; 


The favours granted the Fews by Alexander 


the Great, and afterwards by the Romans. 
A contention betwecn the Fews of Alex- 
andria and the Greeks. The Roman le- 
gions, and five thouſand L,ybians, authoriſed 

_ fo deſtroy at pleaſure. 1 8 ; 
ROM the time of Alexander the Great, 
the natives of Alexandria were very 


averſe to the Jews reſiding in that city. 


That commander, in conſideration of the 
ſervices they had done him againſt the 
Egyptians, granted them the freedom of 
the city, and beſtowed on them all thoſe| 
rivileges of citizens which were poſſeſſed 
by the Greeks, The ſucceſſors of Alex- | 
ander continued theſe privileges to them, 
and allotted them a particular quarter of 
the town for their own reſidence, where 


all other people ; and they were likewiſe 


r ji&Ws.. 


the Jews in all their immunities : but a 


* 


thoſe people and the Greeks. 
The whole country 


place. 
the purpoſe of diſpatching ambaſſadors to 
Nero on public buſineſs, a number of Jews 
and their Greek aſſociates ruſhed into the 
amphitheatre, when declaring the Jews to 
be enemies and ſpies, the Greeks furiouſly 
attacked the intruders, all of whom, how- 


adverſe party ſeized and dragged away, with 
an intention of burning them alive. With 
a view of reſcuing their friends, the Jews 
aſſaulted the Greeks with ſtones, and then 
carried fire into the amphitheatre, threaten- 
ing to burn the building, which they aſſuredly 


ander found means to moderate their rage. 


fect towards ſuppreſſing the tumult, Tibe- 


againſt the inſurgents, to deſtroy all who 
oppoſed them, and plunder and ſet fire to 
their houſes. A great body of the Jews 
having aſſembled in a quarter of the town 


part, and performed their duty with the 
ſtricteſt miliary ſeverity. For ſome time 
the Jews maintained a brave reſiſtance; but 
their ranks being broken, they were ſoon 
routed. Never did death and deſtruction 
aſſume more terrible forms than on this oc- 
caſion. People of all ages and both ſexes 
indiſcriminately fell-miſerable victims both 
to fire and ſword; the whole place ſtreamed 


—— 


ſand breathleſs bodies, laying a 
time upon the ſpot. The ſurvivors would 
have - $4 the ſame fate, but that they 
ſupplicated for mercy ; whereupon Tibe- 
rius ſto the carnage. Such was the 
animoſity of the Alexandrians, that it was 
with difficulty they were reſtrained from 


inſulting the bodies of the deceaſed. 
CHAP. XXII. 


Ceſtius reinforced, and joined by Agrippa. 
Zabulon plundered and deſtroyed. The 
Fews put near two thouſand Syrians to 
death....;The deſirution of the people of 


— 


Joppa. © 
BSERVING that the Jews were held 


advantage of that circumſtance for vigour- 
ouſly proſecuting the war. «He marched 
towards Ptolemais with the whole twelfth 


indulged with the favour of bearing the 
name of Macedonians. In proceſs of 0 


when the Romans came into poſſeſſion of] legions, and four diviſions of horſe, exclu- 


legion, which he commanded at Antioch ; 
two thouſand ſelect men from the other 


Egypt, Cæſar and his ſucceſſors continued five of the royal auxiliaries ; and theſe laſt 


. 6.4 


ever, eſcaped except three, and theſe the - 


would have done, but that Tiberius Alex- + 
Tiberius 


Finding lenient meaſures to have no ef- commiſſions 
an army to 
plunder and 


rius commiſſioned two Roman legions and deſtroy at 
five thouſand Lybian ſoldiers to march diſcretion. 


in general abhorrence, Ceſtius took - 


perpetual diſagreement ſubſiſted between 


named Delta, the troops marched to that 


conliſted 


361 


was at this time in nh 2 
great confuſion but the diſorders in Alex- Alexandria 
andria were more violent than in any other betwixt the 


The Greeks having aſſembled for ee 25 


with the blood of no leſs than fifty thou- Fifty thou- 


at the ſame ſand Jews 
{lain. 


562 


ar 


conſiſted of two thouſand horſe, and three NE STIUS diſpatched the twelfth 


thouſand foot, belonging to Antiochus, all 
armed with bows and arrows : one thouſand 
horſe, and three thouſand foot, of the troops 
of king Agrippa; and a body of king 
Sohemus's troops, conſiſting of four thou- 
ſand men, about a third part of which were 
horſe, and the majority of the infantry be- 
ing archers. While on this march, Ceſtins 
was reinforced by a great number of vo- 
lunteers. 


Ceſtius was aſſiſted by Agrippa both with 


ſoldiers and inſtructions; and being thus 


Zabulon 
plunde red 
and burnt; 


provided, he proceeded, with part of his 
army, towards Zabulon, otherwiſe called 
Andron, the moſt defenſible city of Galilee, 
and by which Judea is divided from Ptole- 
inais. On his arrival at the place, he 
found that it was amply ſtored with provi- 
ſions of all kinds, but not a fingle . perſon 
was in the town, the inhabitants having 
fed to the mountains: on which he gave 
his ſoldiers permiſſion to plunder the city. 
The general was aſtoniſhed at the beauty 
and elegance of the buildings, which bore 
a great reſemblance to thoſe of Tyre, Sidon 
and Berytus; yet he cauſed them to be 


| burnt to the ground. This being done, he 


Two thous 
ſand Syrians 
deſtroyed. 


proceeded to ravage the adjacent country, 
laying waſte wherever came, and then re- 
turned to Ptolemais. On this occaſion the 
Syrians were ſo intent upon 3 that 
they could not prevail on themſelves to 


retire in time; but many of them remained 
behind: and, on the retreat of Ceſtius, the 


Jews taking courage, fell on theſe plun- 
derers, and deſtroyed near two thouſand of 
them. 
Celius proceeded from Ptolemas to Cæ- 
ſarea, whence he diſpached a diviſion of his 
army to Joppa, with directions that, if they 


could get an eaſy poſſeſſion of the place, 
they ſhould preſerve it; and if the inhabi- 


tants made preparation for defence, they 
ſhould wait for the arrival of the reſt of 
the army. 'The place being affaulted both 


Joppa laid in by land and ſea, the Romans became maſt- 


ruins, and all 


the inhabit- 


ers of it with little difficulty ; and putting 


ants deſtroy. all the inhabitants to the ſword, they 


ed. 


plundered, and then burnt the city to aſhes. 
Similar deſtruction: was made in the topar- 
chy of Narbatene, where a body of Roman 


horſe ravaged the country, put great numbers 


of the people to death, ſeized their effects, 
and burnt their cities to the ground. 


CHAP. XXII. 


The command in Galilee given to Ceſennus 
The Romans take Sepphoris and 


Gallus. 
other places. 
camps near 


Lydda burnt. 


Feruſalem. 


Ceſtius en- 
During their 


Sabbath the Fews make a furious ſally ; 
but are compelled to retreat. The Fews 
attack the Romans in their retreat, 


1— 


ſtation upon the higher ground, they had en tu 1, 


of tabernacles. Theſe fifty Ceſtius cauſed Lydda de. 


ſarea, and Ceſtius led his troops to Antipa- 
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legion into Galilee, under the com. 
mand of Ceſennius Gallus, together with 
as many other troops as were deemed ſuffi. 
cient for the reduction of that province. 
Immediately upon the appearance of Gallus, 
the people of Sepphoris, the ſtrongeſt place 
in the country, opened their gates to him; 
and this example was prudently followed by 
the inhabitants of other towns. The re- 
bels and other diſaffected people retired to 
the mountain of Aſamon, which croſſes 
Galilee, and is directly oppoſite Sepphoris. 
Gallus marched in purſuit of them; but 
as long as they were able to maintain their., , 
the advantage of the Romans, of whom bor tte 
they killed about two hundred. By cir- — 
cular movements the Romans gained the 
top of the mountain, and put the Jews to 
the rout, with a ſlaughter of upwards of A ge 
two thouſand men; only a ſmall number?! "wm 
eſcaping by concealing themſelves among mda, 
the crags of the rocks. 
Gallus now retired with his army to Cæ- 


tris. On his arrival, the latter being in- 
formed that a body of Jews had got into 
the tower of Aphec, he diſpatched an army 
to diſlodge them. The Jews finding them- 
ſelves totally unable to ſuſtain the ſhock, 
abandoned the place to the Romans, who 
firſt ſtrippedit of every thing of value, then ſet 
fire to all the villages in its neighbourhocd, 
and departed as ſoon as they were deſtroyed. 

From Antipatris, Ceſtius proceeded to 
Lydda, in which city he found no more 
than fifty. men, all the reſt of them having 
gone to Jeruſalem, on occaſion of the feaſt 


to. be deſtroyed, ſet fire to the town, and troye. 
then proceeded, by the way of Bethoron, 
to a place named Gabaoh, about fifty fur- 
longs from Jeruſalem, where he encamped. 

Convinced of the exceſſive dangers of the 
war, the Jews abandoned their former ſeru- 
ples with regard to their facred days, and 
applied themſelves ſtrictly to their arms. 
Imagining that their force was now ſufflci- 
ent to cope with the Romans, they made a 
deſperate ſally on the ſabbath-day, regard- The Jes 
leſs of their ancient prejudices, and, with wy 
a furious uproar, attacked their enemies. the enemy 
The rage which on this occaſion inflamed their abb 
them ſo as to induce them to forget their 


- 


* 


duty, was advantageous to them in the 
execution of the projected enterprize: for, 
on the firſt charge, they put the front of 
the Romans into great diſorder, and pene- 
trated ſo far into the main body of the ar- 
my, that if a body of foot had not yet re- 
mained unbroken, and a party of horſe ar- 
rived to their relief in this critical juncture, 


it is probable that Ceſtius and all his army 
mult have been cut to pieces. On this oc- 
caſion 
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caſion four hundred of the Roman ' cavalry | 
were ſlain, and one hundred and fifteen of 
the infantry ; while of the Jews there fell 
no more than two and twenty men. Thoſe 
who were moſt eminently diſtinguiſhed in 
this action were Monobaſus and Cenedeus, 
two relations of Monobaſus, king of the 
Adiabenians: and the valour of theſe chief- 
tains was well ſeconded by Niger of Perea; 
and Silas, the Babylonian, the laſt of whom 
had gone over to take part with the Jews, 
after having been in the ſervice of king 
Agrippa. 3 | 1 
The main body of the Jews now retreat- 
ing in good order, went back into the city; 
and in the mean time the Romans retiring 
towards Bethoron, they were followed by 
Gioras, the ſon of Simon, who deſtroyed 
ſeveral of them, and ſeized a number of 
carriages, and a quantity of baggage, which 
he found in the courſe. of his purſuit, and 
which he conveyed to Jeruſalem. Ceſtius 
remained in the field three days after this 
action, during which time a party of the 
Jews were ſtationed on the adjacent hills to 
watch his movements, and it is probable 
that the Jews would have attacked the Ro- 
mans, if they had offered to depart during 
that period. | „F 
„ ͤ . RS 
Agrippa ſends Borceus and Phebus to propoſe 
an alliance with the Romans. Phebus 
Eilled and Borceus wounded. Ceſtius ad. 
' wances to Feruſalem, but 1s repulſed. 
The Jews purſue the Romans as far as 


Antipatrix. 


hs an alli- 


AS the Jews to have aſſembled in the ele- 
mu. vated parts of the country, Agrippa deemed 
the Romans to be inſecure while within 
the reach of ſo formidable an enemy; and 
therefore he diſpatched Borceus and Phebus 
to offer them terms of alliance, the condi- 
tions of which were, that upon laying down 


their arms, and pledging themſelves to a | 


peaceable behaviour, they ſhould receive a 
full pardon. VV | 


The propoſal being made, the leaders of | 


the oppoſition being apprehenſive that the 
majority of their adherents. might be in- 
| duced to revolt to Agrippa, they reſolved 
upon the immediate deſtruction of the am- 
baſſadors. They accordingly ſeized Phebus 
by ſurpriſe and put him to death; but 
Borceus eſcaped after being wounded. This 
baſe action ſo incenſed the multitude, that 
they aflaulted the offenders with clubs and 
ſtones, and drove them into the town. 
This diſturbance affording Ceſtius a fair 
opportunity for attacking the faction, he 


thus Kk lled 
Borceus 
) ed, 


advanced againſt them with his whole army, | 


and purſued them to the walls of Jeruſalem; 
He then encamped at Scopus, about ſeven 


furlongs from the city, and ſending” into 


. 
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WARS OF THE JEWS: 


the adjacent country for ſupplies of grain; 


nights; in the expectation that the tùrbu- 
lent ſpirit of the enemy would ſubſide; 


Ceſtius advanced with his whole army to 


the borders of the city, where the people 


were ſo terrified by the faction, that they 
were afraid to take any ſtep of conſequence ; 
whilſt the principal promoters of the ſedi- 
tion were ſo alarmed by the conduct and 
diſcipline.of the Romans on their march, 
that they retired from the extremities of 
the city, and took refuge in the temple. 
Ceſtius proceeded by the way of Bezetha, 
and as he paſſed forwards burnt Cenopolis, 
and a place called the wood- market. Hence 
he advanced to the upper town, and pitched 
his camp at a ſmall diſtance from the pa- 
lace. If, at this critical juncture, he bad 
made a vigorous attack, he might, with 
the greateſt eaſe, have made himſelf maſter 
of the place, and put a period to the war: 
but he was diverted from this purpoſe by 


and Priſcus, and ſeveral other officers, with 
the prevailing argument of ſome of Florus's 


money: and this indiſcretion was the 


cauſe of great calamities that afterwards 
befel the Jews. e n ata. 
Ananus, the ſon of Jonathas, and ſeve- 


Jews, called aloud to Ceſtius, making an 
offer to open the gates to him: but either 
through diffidence or fear, he was ſo long in 
conſidering whether he ſnould comply with 
the offer, that the intention was diſcovered, 


companions to retreat from the walls of 
the city. FEB | 0 
After this the Jews with a view to de- 


fended them againſt all the efforts of the 
Romans, though they urged the attack 


with the utmoſt impetuoſity. Ceſtius, on 
the ſixth day, made an aſſault on the north 


ſide of the temple, with a ſelect force from 
his troops and bowmen; but he was re- 
ceived with ſuch a violent ſhower of ſhot 
and ſtones from the porch and galleries, 
that the Romans were not only repeatedly 
compelled to retire from the charge, but 
finally obliged to abandon the enterprize. 


ſhoulders with them, thoſe who ſtood next 
cloſed their bucklers to the former, till the 


whole body was covered, and made the ap- 


pearance of a tortoiſe : the bucklers being 
thus conjoined, were proof againſt all the 


darts and arrows of the enemy: ſo _ 
. | the 


the mediation of the two generals, Tyrannus 


ral other men of diſtinction among the 


and the people compelled Ananus and his 


fend the walls, repaired to the different 
turrets, and, for five ſucceſſive days, de- 


and other neceſſaries, walted three days and 


On the following day, which was the Ceſtias ad. 


thirtieth of the month Hyperberetæus, Jeraſilem. 


Being thus repulſed, the Romans had re- The, Romans 
courſe to the following ſingular invention. repulſed, 

Thoſe in front placing their burklers againſt 
the wall, and covering their heads and 
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light of a friend and preſerver. 


markably light. 
ber of Romans that fell, were Priſcus, 
coinmander of the ſixth legion; Longinus, 
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the Romans could now ſap and underinine 
the walls without being expoſed to danger; 


and the firſt thing they did was to attempt 


ſetting fire to the gates of the temple. This 
amazed and terrified the faction to ſuch a 
degree, that they conlidered themſelves as 
ruined ; and many of them abſolutely a- 


OF THE 


f 


the troops be maintained amidſt ſuch a 
| ſhower of arrows as deſcended on them, 
Many periſhed by falling 
and other accidents z..in fact, they were in 


* — 


neither fight nor fly. Reduced to this 
ſhocking extremity, the Roniaus gave vent 


bels depreſſed by deſpair. The people now to their paſſion by tears, groans, and la- 


demanded: that the gates might be opened 
to Ceſtius, whom they conſidered in the 


having proceeded thus far, the genera] had 


nothing more to have done, but to have 


maintained the ſiege for a very little time 
longer, and the town muſt have ſubmitted : 
but providence would not permit a war 
ſo unjuſtly commenced to be concluded in 
that manner. Without confidering the fa- 


vourable diſpoſition of the inhabitants of | 


the city in general, or the deſpondency 


into which the rebels were thrown, Ceſ- 


Crayne raiſes tius abandoned the ſiege, when his proſpect 
the ſiege. 


of ſucceſs was more favourable than it had 
been at any former period. Encouraged 
by the departure of Ceſtius, the revolters 
attacked them in the rear, and put a con- 


fiderable number of his troops to the ſword. 


The Romans were encumbered with heavy 
arms, while- thoſe of the Jews were re- 
Among the great num- 


the tribune; and Emilius Jucundus, a ce- 
lebrated commander of horſe. After lofing 
great part of their baggage, the Romans 
arrived at Gabaoh, where they had before 


encamped. 


After deliberating for two days as to 
what meaſures he ſhould purſue, on the 
third Ceſtius found the numbers of his 


enemies ſurpriſingly increaſed; and he 


therefore ordered the army to. be gelieved: 
from all unneceflary incumbrances, that 


their march might be the more expeditious.. 


He directed ſuch mules and aſſes, and other 
beaſts of burden as were not abſolutely 
wanted for carrying implements of war, 


to be killed, leſt they ſhould fall into the 


ower of the enemy, and be employed to 
his diſadvantage. He then led his army 


towards Bethoron. While they were in 


the open country, they received no annoy- 


ance from the Jews; but when they came 


into hollow ways and defiles, the enemy 


charged them in front and rear, to ſe- 


parate ſome diviſions from the reſt of 
the army, and force them farther into the 
valley: and diſcharged thot on their heads 
from the rocks and craggs. While the in- 


fantry were thus diſtreſſed, and in doubt 
how they ſhould act, the ſituation of the 
cavalry was ſtill more deplorable; for it 
was impoſſible for them to advance againſt| 


Matters 
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| mentations 3 while on the other hand, the 


with their tranſports of joy, triumph and 
|| exultation. 
tion of affairs, that if day-light had con- 
tinued ſome time longer, the whole army 
of Ceſtius muſt have been cut to pieces 
but the Romans with difficulty reached 
Bethoron, under cover of the night; all 


atcly ſecured by the Jews, to prevent the 
retreat of ther adverſaries. _ 4 

Ceſtius finding himſelf ſurrounded, and 
that it would be impoſſible to retreat with- 


favour his eſcape. Having ſtationed near 
four hundred of his moſt gallant troops on 
the tops of the houſes, he ordered that 
they ſhould act as centinels, calling as loud 
as they were able to the watches aud guards, 
as if the army was ftill in its encampment. 
While this plan was going forward, Ceſtius 
collected his troops, and, during the night, 
marched to the diſtance of about thirty 
turlongs. In the morning, when the Jews 
came to find that the place had been 'de- 
ſerted by the main body of the army during 
the night, they were ſo enraged, that they 
immediately attacked the four hundred 
Romans who had acted as centinels, flew 
every one of them, and then marched in 
\purtuit of Ceſtius ; but his troops having 


proceeding with the utmoſt rapidity on 
overtake them. Such were the hurry and 


they dropt in the road all their ſlings, ma- 
chines, and other inſtruments tor battery 


purſuers, they afterwards made ule of 
them againſt the fugitives. The Jew 
purſued their enemies as far as Antripatris; 
but finding it in vaia to continue the chace, 
they carefully preſerved the engines, ſtripped 
the dead, collected all the booty they could, 
and then returned towards Jerulalem, 
ſinging ſongs of triumph for fo im- 
portant a victory, obtained with a loſs per- 
tectly inconſiderable. In this conteſt there 
fell, of the Romans and their auxiliaries, 
three hundred and eighty cavalry, and four 
thouſand infantry. This event took place 
in the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, 
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the Jews in the mountains; or fecure them. 
ſelves in the vallies ; nor could the order of 


into preci pices, 


| ſuch a diſtreſsful ſituation, that they could 
bandoned the town: nor were the honeſt 
party leis elevated with joy, than tire re- 


Jews made the rocks and valleys reſound 


In fact, tuck was the ſitu: 


; | 


the: paſſes near which place were immedi- 


Ceſlius ef. 


5 capes by 
in fight of the enemy, deviled a ſcheme to flaugen. 


gained a whole night's march on them, and 
the following day, it was not p-flible. to 


confuſion in which the Romans fled, that 


and attack; and theſe being ſeized by the 


and on the eighth day of the month Divs*. 


00k | 


The Jews 
purſue the! 
to Antipatl 
and then gd 
over the 


chace. 
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CHAP... XXV... 


The Fews retire from Feruſalem, The peo- 
ple of © Damaſcus conſpire to deſtroy the 
Jeu, of whom ten thouſand are-killed in 
one hour.  Toſeph, governor of the two 
Galilees, forms a council of ſeventy. 


| F T E R the diſaſter we have menti- 
F oned to have happened to Ceſtius, 
the principal Jews of Jeruſalem deſerted 
that city, confidering it as a place devoted 
to deſtruction. The brothers, Coſtabarus 
and Saul, with Philip, the ſon of Jacimus, 
formerly general to Agrippa, privately with- 
drew to Ceſtius; but Agrippa, their fellow 
riſoner in the palace, diſdainiog to owe | 
bis ſafety to flight, was put to death by 
ras ſends the faction. Ceſtius commiſſioned Saul 
Ao word and his aſſociates to repair to Nero, in 
Jite miſcat- Achaia, With an account of his late miſ- 
Me fault fortune, which he attributed to the impro- 
pFlorus- per conduct of Florus. | 
Wh piracy Intelligence of the defeat no ſooner ar- 
e rived at Damaſcus than the inhabitants of 
„ that place entered into a confederacy for 
deſtroying all the Jews reſident there; and 
when thoſe people were aſſembled in a con- 
à fined place, they carried this barbarous 
* deſign into effect, and actually cut the 
nat cut in throats of ten thouland of them in the ſpace 
ur. of one hour.. | 
The Jews who had purſued Ceſtius being 
returned to Jeruſalem, they exerted their 
utmoſt endeavours to bring the Romans 
over to their intereſt. A meeting being 
held in the temple for the election of offi- 
cers for conducting the war, : Joſeph, the 
ſon of Gorion, and Ananus, the high- 
prieſt, were appointed governors in civil af- 
fairs, and particularly recommended to re- 
build the walls. Eleazar, the ſon of Simon, 
was poſſeſſed of great wealth, conſiſting of 


an immenſe booty taken from the Romans, 
a large ſum of money from Ceſtius, and 
other treaſure : but the. people, knowing 
his haughty and tyrannical diſpoſition, de- 
clined every honour or public 
employment upon him. However, by bri- 
bery, complaiſance, and artful manage- 
ment in other reſpects, he ſo effectually 
ingratiated the favours of the multitude, 
that they conſidered him more qualified than 
any other man for the office of governor. 
The people now ſent Jeſus, the ſon of 
Sapphas, one of the bigh- prieſts, and 
Eleazar, the ſon of the new high-prieſt, as 
commanders into Idumea; directing that 
their orders ſhould; be ſtrictly obeyed by 
Niger, governor of that province. Niger 
came from beyond Jordan. 
Similar care was likewiſe taken by the 


was likewiſe called Periates; : becauſe :he || gulands men m Calle, 1 a 
1 „ With old arms which he had gallegtechig 


people with regard to the other govern- 


3 


truſt with great prudence. 


val in Galilee, Joſeph ſought to engage thep!es and 
affections of the people, as a means of a- 


who were a rich people, and, naturally of 
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f ſon of Simon; Manaſſes went beyond the 


river, and John, the Eſſene, was diſpatched 
to Thamna. To theſe governments were 
added Lydda, Joppa, and Emmaus, which 
were to be held as toparchies. The gu- 


vernment of Gophnitis and Acrabatene 
Was given to John, the ſon of Ananias, and 


that of the two Gallilees to Joſeph®, the joſeph the 
ſon of Matthias, to whom was likewiſeauthor of 
ſubmitted the government of Gamala, the bier. 


ſtrongeſt place in the country, 


Each of theſe. governors diſcharged his 
On his arri-His princi- 


inclinations, | 


voiding the ill contequences that might 
otherwiſe enſue from any trivial errors he 
might commit. He alſo reflected that to 
admit perſons of rank to ſhare in the go- 
vernment was the ready way to make them 
his friends; and that the moſt effectual 
method of obliging the people at large, 
would be employing ſuch of the natives as 5 
Were popular, in public buſineſs. The government. 
method Joſeph took was as follows: he A council of 
ſelected a council of ſeventy from among ©? 
the oldeſt and wiſeſt men of. the nation. 
To this council he deputed the government 
of Galilee, reſtraining them in a few par- 
ticulars only. Theſe ſeventy judges were 
diſtributed, ſeven in each city, and em- 
powered to hear and determine all common 
affairs, agreeable to a plan which was pre- 
ſcribed to them; but the deciſion of mat- 
ters of great conſequence; Joſeph reſerved. 
to himſelf. | 5 

The council of ſeventy thus diſpoſed of, 
and domeſtic affairs regulated, Joſeph be- 
gan to conſider how moſt effectually to ſe- 


His method 


| cure himſelf from foreign attacks.” He 


had no kind of doubt but that the Romans 
would make irruptions into Galilee, and | ,_ 
therefore immediately cauſed walls to be ls 
built round the defenſible cities of Jotapata, 
Berſabee, Selamis, Pereccho, Japha and 
Sigoh, Tarichea and Tiberias, and alſo the 
mountain called Itabyr. In the lower 
Galilee he fortified the caves. near the lake 


of Genezareth; in the upper Galilee, Petra, 


of the Achabarians; Seph, Jamnith/ and 
Mero; with Seleucir, Soganes and Gama» 
la, in Gaulanitis. But the Sepphorites, 


Several eitieg 


a martial tury, were. permitted, to build Sever: 


their own walls. _Giſchala was, walleg. i, 
by Joſeph's fc by. Jehn, the on 
of Levi. All the reſt of the caſtles were 
fortified by Joſeph's direction 

Having engaged upwards of one hundred 
thouſands, men in Galilee, he ſupplied them 


various places. He next conlidered the 


invincible power of the Romans, which 


The author of this Hiſtory. 


ments. To Jericho they lent Joſeph, the 
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The Roman 


Character of 
John of Giſ- 
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he was of opinion aroſe from their exact 
diſcipline. Deeming it prudent to adopt 
the Roman mode of diſcipline, he appointed 
officers over tens, hundreds, and thouſands, 
they being ſubje& to the orders of their ſu- 
periors in command. He cauſed his troops 
to be inſtructed in the uſe of ſignals; to 
know the points of war by the ſound of 
- trumpet ; diſtinguiſhing an alarm, a charge, 
and a retreat, by different ſounds ; to com- 
prehend the method of fighting, and the 
form of battle; the mode of attack and 
retreat ; and how to ſecond the diſtreſſed, 
and relieve thoſe that might be fatigued. 
He inſtructed them in the virtues of forti- 
tude, and of patiently ſuſtaining mental 
and bodily diſtreſs, admoniſhing them 
bravely to refiſt difficulties and dangers. 
He cautioned his ſoldiers againſt fraud and 
robbery, and all unlawful and violent acts, 
faying they were not to expect advantage 
from any property unjuſtly obtained. His 
army was compoſed of fixty thouſand in- 
fantry, two hundred and fifty cavalry, and 
four thouſand five hundred mercenaries, 
exclufive of ſix hundred ſele& men for his 
body guard. The maintenance of theſe 
troops was not attended with conſiderable 
expence ; for, except the mercenaries, they 
were ſupported by the different cities. 
While one half the men was engaged in 
the wars, the other was employed in pro- 
viding them with neceſſaries. 


CHAP. XXVI. l 


The impoſtures of Fohn of Giſchala. Toſeph 
involved in great difficulties, but extri- 


cates himſelf by ſtratagem. Plots and con- 
trivances againſt Foſeph. 


| URING the adminiſtration of Jo- 
ſeph in Galilee, a moſt extraordi- 
nary impoſtor engaged the attention of the 
: public. His name was John; he came 
from Giſchala, and was the ſon of a man 


named Levi. He was diſtinguiſhed'by his 


uncommon craft and ſubtilty, but had | 


heretofore been ſo poor as not to be able to 
carry his wicked deigns into execution. 
'He was-a moſt egregious liar, and equally 


fond of liſtening to, as of circulating falſe 


reports. He was ſo abandoned as to deem 


fraud a virtue, and ſeemed particularly fond 


of cheating his beſt friends. He made 
great pretentions to good- nature, but, when 
his intereſt prompted him, was ſavage and 
cruel in the higheſt degree. He, poſſeſſed 
the moſt unbounded ambition, yet had no 
proſpect of diſtinction but what was found- 
ed in his ecrimes. A diſpofition to defraud 
ſeemed ſo robted in his nature, that he 
wanted no inſtructor in the art of theft ; 
| he began by himfelf, and continued in- 
creating his companions by degrees, till 
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their number amounted to four hundred. 
Among all theſe there was not one man but 
of approved courage, and of good {kill in 
the uſe of arms; 55 careful was the leader 
to chuſe men of reſolution and addreg 
The majority of this band were ſelected 
from among the villages of the Tyrians. 
With theſe banditti John made incurſions 
into Galilee, laid the country waſte, ang 
put to the ſword many of thoſe who had 
retired in the fear of a war. The leader. 
however, had ſtill greater defigns in don 
templation, and would have put himſelf at 
the head of an army, had he not been pre- 
vented by the want of money. OE 
| Finding that Joſeph had formed a fa. 
vourable opinion of him as a man capable 
of the diſpatch of buſineſs, he made ſuffi- 
cient intereſt with him to prevail on him to 
commit to his care the rebailding the walls 
of Giſchala; and on this occaſion he pro- 
cured large ſums of money from people of 
tortune, to carry on 'the intended work. 
| This device was ſucceeded by another, 
more extraordinary than all his former 
contrivances. He procured an injunction 
from Joſeph to the Jews in Syria, ſtrictly 
forbidding them to ſend any oil into the 
adjacent countries but ſuch as was made 


| 


being iſſued, John engroſſed the trade in 
oil, and by ſelling it at eight times its 


| Original coſt, amaſſed great riches, which 
| he afterwards employed to the injury of his 


benefactor. Suppoſing he had a god proſ- 
pect of ſucceeding Joſeph, in caſe he 
ſhould be diſplaced, he gave orders to 
his adherents for harrafling and opprels- 
ing the people, that they might be pro- 
voked to acts of deſperation againſt the 
governor, if he ſhould attempt to con- 
troul them, or to accuſe him of miſ- 
conduct, if he ſhould not interpoſe his 
authority. With a view of facilitating 
the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, he cauſed a ru- 
mour to be ſpread, that Joſeph was con- 
cerned in a plot for betraying the province 
to the Romans, and alſo propagated divers 
other reports equally calculated to inflame 
the paſſions of the multitude, 

At this time a number of young men of 
Dabarith were ſtationed as a guard in the 
great plain; and while Ptolemy, ſteward 
to king Agrippa and queen Berenice, was 
travelling through that part, they attacked 
and robbed him of ſix hundred pieces of 
gold, together with all his boxes and bag- 
gage, containing ſilver plate and coſtly 
robes to a very great amount. This boot 
was too great for them to hope they ſhould 
be able to conceall it; and therefore they 
carried the whole to Parichea, and deli- 
vered it to Joſeph, who ſeverel reprimand * 
ed them for the violence they had com- 
5 | mitted, 
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by their own people. This prohibitionotol, © 


. XXVI.] 
| mitted, and Aireded. that the property 
ſhould be delivered to a man of diſtinction 
named ZAneas, to be reſtored whenever. 


demanded. Enraged at being diſappointed 


of a ſhare of the booty, the plunderers re- 
paired to the neighbouring cities and vil- 


/ lages, vehemently exclaiming that they 
Wi had been betrayed by Joſeph. Hence ſo 
C general an inſurrection was fomented that, 
by the break of day next morning, an 
hundred thouſand, people were aſſembled at 
the circus of Tarichea, ſome demanding 
that Joſeph ſhould be burnt as a traitor, 


ſome that he ſhould be depoſed, and others | 


„ that he ſhould be ſtoned to death. This 
la lame tumult, which was encouraged by John, 
be umalt. and Jeſus, the ſon of Sapphas, who were 
magiſtrates of Tiberias, ſo terrified the 
guards and friends of Joſeph, that he was 
deſerted by all except four. 

he was in a profound fleep, but was awak- 

ed by his four faithful friends, juſt when 

the inſurgents were about to ſet fire to his 
houſe. Notwithſtanding this ſudden a- 
larm, and the danger of his ſituation, his 
reſence of mind did not 
Cloathing himſelf in ſackcloth and aſhes, 


At this time 


deſert him. 


having his hands confined behind him, and 


his ſword hanging from his neck, he pre- 
ſented himſelf to the multitude. 
magnanimity had ſo great an effect upon 
his friends, particularly thoſe of Tarichea, 
that they fincerely compaſſionated his ſitu- 
Ee. ation: but the unfeeling rabble curſed and 
al Aga reviled him for having been guilty of op- 
d. preſſion and treachery, demanding that he 
ſhould acknowledge his deliquency, and 
reſtore their money. They thought, from 
his preſent behaviour, that he was diſpoſed 
to confeſs the truth, in conſequence of 
which he would be at once pardoned and 
pitied. Thus fituated, he imagined he 
could not act a wiſer part than to divide the 


become enemies to each other. Having 
conceived this idea, he engaged to make a 
full confeſſion: on which the people very 
readily liſtened to what he had to ſay, and 


impoſſible that I ſhould have entertained a 
thought either of delivering up this trea- 
ſure to Agrippa, or retaining it for my own 
emolument. Be aſſurad, moſt generous 
people, that I ſhould diſdain to ſolicit the 
friendſhip of any prince who is your ene- 
my; or ſeek to make the leaſt advantage 
of any thing that might prejudice you. 
But (addreſſing himſelf to the Taricheans) 
having conſideredd how deſolate your city 
looks without walle, and that you are not 
in circumftances to conſtruct them; and 
having reflected how anxious the inhabi- 
tants of Tiberias and ſeveral other cities 
are, to poſſeſs this prize, I was the more 
determined to preſerve it for the purpoſe 


This 


. 


| 


— 


ſentiments of his enemies, and make them 


he ſpoke to the following purpoſe: It is 


WARS OF THE JEWS. 


| nour bound to ratify my proceedings; but 
if you are of contrary ſentiments, I am 
content to deliver up the whole treaſure 


ſhould coincide with mine, you are in ho- 


to you, to be diſpoſed of as you may think 
BRNO. | 8 
This addreſs was extremely grateful to 
the Taricheans, but quite-otherwiſe to the 
Tiberians. Their rage and envy became 


and while they were divided it ſentiment; 
their general quarrel with Joſeph ſubſided; 
and their animoſities were ſolely directed 
againſt each other, 


Finding his cauſe eſpouſed by near forty 


{ thouſand Taricheans, Joſeph aſſumed con- 


fidence to deliver his ſentiments with free- 
dom; and when he had gently reprov 

the multitude for their miſconduct, many 
of the mal-contents retired; but at the 
fame inſtant, a body of two thouſand armed 
men ruſhed towards Joſeph, who retreated 


| into his houſe, and defended the paſſages. 


He then went to the top of the building, 
and made figns for filence ; and when the 
clamour had ſomewhat abated, he ſaid he 
was unable to comprehend what meaſures 
they wiſhed him to purſue, requeſting they 


qualified for amicably terminating all diſ- 
agreements. Hereupon, ſome of the prin- 
cipal magiſtrates went to Joſeph ; and be- 


conducted to a remote part, and there 


ribs and even their bowels were viſible. In 
the mean 'time, the people waited at the 


but imputing the delay to the ſuppoſed dif- 
ficulties of the caſe. At length, the gates 
were opened, and the magiſtrates bein 
diſmiſſed, their deplorable condition 

ſhocked and intimidated the populace, that 
thoſe who had been moſt vehement in their 


ty. 


the envy of John towæds Joſeph, whoſe 
permiſſion he requeſted to go to Tiberias 


ſtate of health. Not ſuſpecting his trea- 


recommendation to the magiſtrates of the 
city, Who were therein requeſted to afford 
him every aſſiſtance in their power. 

On his arrival at Tiberias, John em- 
ployed himſelf in corrupting the people by 
bribes and promiſes to deſert the intereſts 


ing intormed of the proceedings of John, 
he communicated the particulars.to Joſeph, 


who receiving his leiter late at night, in- 


ſtantly 


would ſend to him ſome perſons properly 


gates, thinking the conference very tedious; 


0 


complaints were now the firſt to throw 
down their arms, and provide for their ſafe- 


This diſappointment ſerved to increaſe 
for the purpoſe of making uſe of the hot 
baths, -under pretext that he was in a bad 


cherous deſigns, Joſeph gave him letters of 


more implacable than at any former period: 


ing admitted into his houſe, they were The commiſ- 
ſioners from 


as the rioters 
ſcourged with rods ſo ſeverely, that their ſcourged: © 


jobn coun⸗ 
terfeits 
ſickneſs, 


of Joſeph. Silas, governor of the city, be- 
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ſtantly ſet out, and arrived early the next 


morning at Tiberias, where, excepting by 

John and his adherents, he was received 

with great reſpect. John ſent a friend to 

compliment him on his arrival, and to ex- 

cuſe his perſonal attendance, under the 

Yretence that he was confined to his bed 

by illneſs. Joſeph aſſembled the people in 

the great place*, intending to inform them 

of the intelligence he had received. Being 

appriſed of this meeting, John employed 

a party of ruffians to deſtroy Joſeph ; but 

the latter, while the aſſaſſins were drawing 

their ſwords, leaped from the ſtation he 

Joſeph nar- had mounted for the purpoſe of addreſſing 
rowly eſcapes | I | . 

being de- the populace, which was ſix cubits 

froyed. and eſcaped in a ſmall boat upon the lake, 

being attended only by two of his guards. 

Joſeph's troops immediately prepared to 

avenge the cauſe of their leader; but ſo 


apprehenſive was he of the conſequences, 
of a civil war, that he ordered them to act 


againſt the inſurgents no otherwiſe than 


was neceſſary towards their own preſerva- | 
This command was punctually o- 


tion. 
beyed. 
The particulars of this treaſon being 


Joſeph's mo» 
rumoured through the country, vaſt num- 


deration, 


bers of people aſſembled, and marched in || 
fearch of John; but in the mean time he | 


_ eſcaped to Giſchala, the place of his na- 
tivity. Everycity of Galilee declared in 


| favour of Joſeph, and many thouſands of | 
The people armed men joined in offering their ſervices | 


exaſperated againſt John, expreſſing a deſire of conſu- 
againſt John. ming him in the flames of the city which 
afforded him ſhelter. After acknowledging 
his obligations for their zeal in his behalf, 
Joſeph recommended the people to proceed 
with moderation; adding, that he would 
adviſe a decree to be publiſhed, purporting 


that ſuch of the abettors of the rebellion as | 


ſhould not return to their allegiance within 
tive days, ſhould be excluded from the 


benefit of pardon, their houſes burnt, their 
effects confiſcated, and their families exter- 


A proclama- Minated. A proclamation to this tendency 
Glas wy, being accordingly iſſued, three thouſand of 
and three 


thouſand re- SOR | 
bels ſubmit. à thouſand fugitive Syrians ſtill adhered to 


John, who employed agents in Jeruſalem 


to traduce the character of Joſeph, by ac- 
cuſing him of having made exorbitant le- 
vies, and of concerting means for making 
himſelf maſter of that city. Thoſe who 


were acquainted with facts paid no regard | 
but there were a 


to theſe inſinuations: 
number of malicious people, and ſome 


even among the magiltrates, and other | 


principal inhabitants, who ſupplied John 


with money, to enable him to ſupport a | 
war againſt Joſeph ; nay, they even went 


ſo far as to frame a public act for the remo- 


fo * A ſpacious piece of ground appropriated to wreſt- 
ling, horſe and toot races, and other public exercile', 


4 1 


+ high, | 


the rebels ſubmitted to Joſeph ; but about | 


or THet 


val of him from his government. Nor did 
even this content them; for they employed 
two thouſand five hundred warlike men, 
with four perſons celebrated for their elo- 
quence and Knowledge of the law, to im- 
pare Joſeph's credit with the people. The 
names of the perſons thus commiſſioned, 
were Joazar, Ananias, Simon, and Judas, 
The friends of Joſeph gave him infor- 
mation that a body of troops was ſent to- 
wards him, but the councils of the enemy 
were ſo ſecret that they could not acquaint 
him with particulars. Thus ſituated, ſo- 
ſeph knew not how to take his meaſures, 


over to the enemy; but he ſoon poſſeſſed 
himſelf of them again without bloodſhed. 
He ſent to Jeruſalem four of his principal 
priſoners both in courage and advice; a- 
gainſt whom the people were ſo violently 
enraged, that they would utterly have de- 
ſtroyed them all, if they had not ſaved 
themſelves by a timely eſcape. | — 


e n A gf-S - . yy 


Tiberias revolts, but is recovered by a nota- 
ble ſtratagem. Clitus ſentenced to cut off 
one of his own hands. 


B EIN G. apprehenſive: of being ſeized 
by Joſeph, John continued within the 
walls of Giſchala. In a few days the ci- 
tizens of Tiberias revolted ; and 'acknows= 


| ledging Agrippa for their king, invited him 


to take poſſeſſion of the town ; but Agrippa 
did not attend at the time appointed, when 
only ſome Roman cavalry appeared. In- 
formation of the revolt arriving at Tarri- 
chea when Joſeph's troops were on a fo- 
raging expedition, he was at a loſs how to 
act. He deemed it not ſafe to venture a- 
lone among the great number of revolters, 
and was fearful of remaining in the town, 
leſt he ſhould be ſeized by the king's troops; 
and further, no public buſineſs could be 
tranſacted on the following day, on account 
of that being the ſabbath. 4 


guarded, that the Tiberians might not 
learn what was going forward; and then 
cauſed the two hundred and thirty veſſels 
upon the lake each to be manned with ſour 
erſons. Early the next morning they 
ſailed towards Tiberias, and when they were 
ſo near the place that the inhabitants could 
judge of the number of the ſhipping, with- 
out diſtinguiſhing how many men were on 
board, he commanded all the veſſels to be 
brought to anchor, and to remain in that 
ſituation. He then, attended by ſeven 
+ Something more than three yards and a half, En- 
gliſh meaſure. 1 SvieBre e boi 


| 


| guards, 


1 [Boog 


and the cities of Sepphoris, Gamala, Gif- Four cit 
chala, and Tiberias, immediately went Jen thee 


Thus fituated, Joſeph concerted a ſtra- A ſucceſ 
tagem for deceiving the revolters. He or- fratagen 


dered the gates of Tarichea to be ſhut and tense 
of 1iberia 


up to the town ; whereupon the inhabi- 


tants imagined all the veſſels to be filled || 


with ſoldiers; and being terrified by that 
idea, they threw down their arms, and 
ſupplicated mercy from Joſeph, who, af- 
ter reproving them for their late-rebellious 


proceedings, ſaid he was ſtill diſpoſed to 


grant them a pardon, if they would ſend 


to him ſuch deputies as he approved, to ſoli- 


cit the favour. 


Hereupon, the citizens commiſſioned ten 
of their principal people to wait upon Jo- 
ſeph ; and theſe he immediately directed 
to be put on board a fiſhing-veſle], and 
conducted to a little diſtance from the ſhore. 


In the next place he demanded fifty of the 


principal ſenators to be delivered to him, 
as a farther fecurity for the performance of 


conditions ; and thus proceeded, with 'one 


pretence after another, till he had all the 
ſenate in his hands, and of the inhabitants 
about fix thouſand. Theſe were ſent in 
boats to Tarichea, and there detained pri- 
ſoners. 

The people in general now-exclaimed 
azainſt Clitus, ſaid that he was the princi- 
pal promoter of the tumult, and requeſted 
that Joſeph would make an example of 
him, and accept his puniſhment as an 


atonement for what had happened. Joſeph 
was unwilling to take away any man's life; 


Levi, one of his 


but, on the requeſt of the people, directed 
guards, to cut off both 
the hands of Clitus. The ſoldier was afraid 
to execute this ſentence amidſt ſuch a num- 
ber of enemies, which ſo enraged Joſeph, 
that he was on the point of going on ſhore, 
to be himſelf the executioner. This com- 


ing to the knowledge of Clitus, he applied 


tus exe. 
mes juſtice 


to Joſeph, requeſting that one hand onl 
might ſuffice; - which Joſeph complied 


juz himſelf, with, on condition that he ſhould cut off 


his own hand: whereupon Clitus drawin 


his right. Thus was Tiberias recovered 


by Joſeph and ſeven ſoldiers only, with a 


number of boats almoſt unmanned. 


A few days after this, Sepphoris and 


other cities revolted ; on which Joſeph gave 


.. TN 
guards, they being unarmed, rowed nearly | permiſſion to his ſoldiers ta plunder Sep⸗ 


phoris and Giſchala: but, on the petition 
of the inhabitants, he gave orders that all 
the property that could be diſcovered ſhould 
be reſtored ; for it was his deſign to puniſh 
the diſobedience of the people, and regain 


er, affections by conferring benefits upon 
Wa TOO 


C HAP. XXVIII. 
Feruſalem prepares for war. Simon commits 
great outrages and devaſtations. 


T this time perfe tranquility prevail- 
ed in Galilee; but the people of Jeru- 
ſalem were no ſooner at peacewitheach other, 


| contentions with the Romans. 


The high- 


| prieſt Ananus, and other men of rank who 


were enemies to the Romans, hurried the 
rebuilding the walls, procuring military 
machines and weapons, with darts, arrows, 


hand was engaged in mattial preparations; 


in the general confuſion. 


the Romans approached it. 
At this time, Simon, the ſon of Gioras, 


them more ignominouſly than ſlaves ; thus 
exerciſing their tyranny in the moſt open 
manner. Simon . proceeded in this way, 


y [| till Ananus and the magiſtrates ſent troops; 


which compelled him and his ſmall party 


deſtruction of Ananus and ſome other of 
his enemies. His ravages in Idumea and 
its neighbourhood were ſuch 


bloody oturages ſo enormous, that the go- 


vernment was obliged to garriſon even the 


villages, for the protection of the country, 


359 


Galilee at 
peace, and 
Jeruſalem 
preparing for 


than they concerted the means of freſha war. 


and other implements of war; while every 


and the youth trained to the exerciſe of 
arms. The melancholy proſpect of public 
affairs afflicted every one of a peaceable diſ- 
poſition, while the incendiaries, triumphed 
In a word, the - 
city bore a moſt diſmal aſpect, even before 


headed a band of free-booters, who. ſub- 
ſiſted on their plunder in the toparchy of 
Acrabatena, where they not only pillaged 
the houſes of all the men of eminence ; but 
[likewiſe made perſonal attacks on them, 

aſſaulting them with cudgels, and treating 


to take refuge among the thieves of Maſſa- 


g||da; and with them he continyed till the 
his ſword, chopped off his left hand with || 


The horrible 


ravages and 


, and his cruelties of 
Simon the 5 
ſon of Giorae. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Nero diſſembles his alarm. V; eſpaſian arid Titus raiſe 4 powerful army. 
feated with great ſlaughter. A ſecond engagement, wherein eight thouſand are ſlain, 


SSD HE defeat of his troops un- 


> der Ceſtius in Judea was the 


] ; cauſe of great conſternation to 
Cn, | 


the emperor Nero; but he 
. 0 diſſembled his alarm, oſten- 
tiouſly aſſerting, that it was to the miſcon- 
duct of his own general, and not to the va- 
lour and military {kill of the Jews, that 
thoſe, people were indebted for victory, He 
was of opinion, that to betray a concern 
on account of the common occurrences of 
life would be derogatory to the ſovereign- 
ty of the Roman empire, and alſo to bis 
The diſtract- ſuperiority to other princes. During this 
ed ſiate of the PT 511129 a er 
Roman af- contention between his fear and his pride, 
Fairs, he induſtriouſly ſought for a man qualified 
for the important taſk of chaſtiſing the re- 

volted Jews, and at the ſame time of pre- 

ſerving the eaſt in tranquillity, and of main- 

taining the allegiance of ſeveral nations that 

had indicated a diſpoſition to emancipate 
themſelves from the power of Rome. Af- 

Nero gives ter mature deliberation, Nero, at length, 
Veſpaſian thedeemed Veſpaſian the only man qualified 
Se gr for theſe important undertakings. From 

yria. . 

an early period of life, Veſpaſian, who was 

now at an advanced age, had been engaged 

in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of military 

exploits. To him the empire was indebt- 

ed for the eſtabliſhment of peace in the 

weſt, where the Germans had revolted; 

and he compleated the conqueſt of Britain, 
attributing to the emperor the glory of 
triumphing over that country, which had 

not before been entirely ſubdued, or accu- 

rately known. The years and experience 


might carry their father's commands into 


the Almighty, were circumſtances that 


leſpont, and proceeding by land into Syria, Tits 
aſſembled the Roman troops and the auxi- ele! 


* 4 


_—_—_— 


The Jeu de- 


of Veſpaſian, his approved courage and fi- 
delity, his having ſons for hoſtages of his 
loyalty, who, being in the vigour of youth, 


effect, and his appearing to be favoured by 


determined the emperor to appoint him to 
the command of his army in Syria. Upon 
receiving this commiſſion, Veſpaſian or- 
dered his ſon Titus to lead the fifth and 
tenth legions to Alexandria, and departin 

himſelf from Achaia, he croſſed the Hel-y.,,mu 


Titus da 


liaries ſupplied by the mighty art 


princes "adjacent 'to 
that province. | 
Elevated by their conqueſt over the Ro- 
man army commanded by Ceſtius, the Jews 
determined to proſecute the war with the 
utmoſt vigour. Having collected their | 
beſt troops, they marched' againſt the an- The Jem 
cient city of Aſcalon, ſituated about five iu. 
hundred and twenry furlongs from Jeruſa- 
lem, reſolving to attempt the reduction of 
that place, againſt the inhabitants of which 
they entertained an implacable enmity, 
The Jewiſh army was commanded by Niger, 
of Perea ; Silas, a Babylonian ; and John 
an eſſene; they being men celebrated for 
their valour and ſkill in the art of war. 
Aſcalon was ſurrounded by a wall of 
ſurpriſing ſtrength : but its garriſon con- 
ſiſted only of a troop of cavalry and a com- 
pany of foot, under the command of An- 
tony. Impatient for battle, the Jews march- 
ed with great expedition, intending to at- 


tack 


Ls, II.] 
tack the Romans by ſurpriſe but being 
apprized of their deſign, Antony ſtationed 


repulſe the enemy. The Roman army 
was compoſed of veteran troops, oompleat- 
ly armed, well diſciplined, and perfectly 
obedient'to order. The Jewiſh army con- 
ſiſted only of infantry, who were precipi- 
tate and ungovernable; indifferently equip- 
ped for, and by no means expert in the art 
of war. Antony received the charge of the 
enemy with great reſolution; his horſe 
broke and put to the rout the firſt ranks of 
the adverſe army, great numbers of them 
ſie Jews de- being cruſhed to death by their-own peo- 
d ple, and others diſperſed over the plain; 
jttem put and wherever they fled they were oppoſed 
arb. -by the Romans. The Jews exerted theit 
utmoſt endeavours to rally their forces: but 
this the Romans prevented; for during the 
greateſt part of the day they, without: in- 
termiſſion, purſued their advantage, till 
ten thouſand of the enemy were Jain ; in 
which number were the two generals, John 
and Silas: Niger, the ſurviving general, 
with the reſt of the Jews, moſt of whom 
dere wounded, eſcaped to a ton in Idu- 
mea, named Salis. Im this action the Ro- 
mans ſaſtained no other injury than that of 
having an inconſiderable number of men 
wWounded. 
Notwirhſtanding this terrible overthrow, 
the courage of the Jews ſuffered no abate- 
"mtht ; but, founding the hopes of ſucceſs 
on the recollection of former vittories,! they | 
were animated to a more violent deſitre of 
vengeance. Without allowing time for 
the wounded men to recover, they col- 
lected a mubh mote numerous army than 
-before; | and determined ao make a ſecond: 
attempt àgainſt Aſcalon. They were ſur- 
priſed by an ambuſh whieh Antony had 
fationed on the way they were to paſs, and 
entirely touted, without being able to 
farm themſelves intob the order of battle: 
eight theufand Jews were ſlain upon the 


£ 


q 
} 


ſpot; and the reſt, with Niger, their ge- | 
|receivedithe name of the city of. hotſemen, 


Niger aff6rded many proofs of his being a 


neral, put to flight. On ithis occaſion, 


edurageous and ſſleilful ſoldier. Being 


cloſely purſued,” the Jews ſought refuge in | | 
daries are formed by Samaria and Scy thopo- 
lis, extending as far as the river Jordan; 


a caſtle belonging to the village of Bezedel, 
- which Was fuppoſed to be impreg nable 5 


hd thetefore, as the only effectual means 
the borders of the kingdom of Agrippa; 


of deſtroying both Niger and the caſtle, 
che Romans ſet fire to the fort, and after 
Ne wonder this departed, triumphing in the idea that 
dae e che leader of the Jews muſt inevitably periſh 
Sete in the flames. N iger threw himſelf from 
"the top'of the caſtle into a vault of conſi- 
derable depth, where, after three days, he 
was found alive by his friends, who were 
ſearching for his remains, in order to give 
them interment. This happy and unex- 


|| tate of deſpondeney into the contrary e 


his cavalry without the town; in order to 


— - 
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|treme of joy ; and the preſeryation of their kigbt thou- 

| general, whom they confidered as an ins fand Jews 

|frurent eflentially neceſſary in the proſe- ow a fbcon 

cution of the war, they attributed to ap overthrow. 

interpoſition of the Divine providence.  . 
Upon the arrival of Veſpaſian with this 

army at Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, 

which, an account of its extent, beauty, 

ſituation, and other advantages, was con- 

ſidered as one of the three principal cities 

of the Roman empire, he found king A 

grippa, attended by his troops, waiting to 

receive him. Hence he proceeded to to- 

lemais, where the people of -Sepphoris, in 

Galilee, had aſſembled on occaſion of his 

expected arrival. Theſe were a well; diſ- 

poſed · people; and being conſcious of the 

great power of the Romans, and deſirous 

of making proviſion for their oven ſafety, 

they acknowledged Ceſtius Gallus as their 

governor, previous to the arrival of Veſpa- 

ſian, binding themſelves to act in perfect 

obedience to his commands, even againſt 

their oπi countrymen, and at the ſame 

time declaring allegiange to the ſtate of 

Rome. They received a garriſon from 

Ceſtius Gallus, and ſolicited Veſpaſian to 

grant them a number of cavalry and infan- 

try ſufficient ' for their defence againſt the 

Jews. This requeſt he complied with; 

for Sepphoris being the moſt extenſive, and 

the: ſtrongeſt oity in Galilee, he deemed. it 

expedient to. keep iſo important a place in 

a ſtate of ſecurity. . 


, * P. 3 1 . 


Account of the, tuo Galiltem Deſcription 
Samaria. The diviſion of Fudea, 


IHE upper and lower Galilees are 
ſurrounded by Phœnicia and Syria; 
on the weſt they are bounded by the city 
and territory of Ptolemais and by Mount 
Carmel, formerly the praperty of the Ga- 
lileans, but now in poſſeſſion of the Tyri- 
ans; and adjoining to this is Gaba, which 


/ 


q 


on occaſion. of Herod, upon the diſmiſſion 
of ſome of his cavalry, appainting that place 
for their reſidence. The fouthern boun- 


thoſe on the eaſt by Hippene, Gadaris, and 


and the city of Tyre and the Tyrian fron- 
tiers form the limits on the north. | 
In length; the lower Galilee extends from 
Tiberias to Zabulon, near Ptolemais on 
the coaſt, and in breadth from Zaloth on 
the great plain, to Berſabe; from which 
place to the village of Baca is the breadth 
of the upper Galilee ; and. in length it ex- 
tends from the village of Thelta, near the 
Jordan to Meroth. The Galilees are ex- 


] 


pected event tranſported the Je ws from a | 


| ceedingly 
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deedingly populous, and the inbabitants 


ave on many occaſions bravely defended 
themſelves againſt the ſurrounding nations. 
They contain à great number of cities and 


villages, and of the latter, the ſmalleſt is 
computed to contain fifteen thouſand in- 
habitants: Thoſe provinces, which are 
ſurpriſingly fertile, are not ſo extenſive as 


the country beyond the Jordan, - they are 


8 
— 
— 


greatly ſuperior to it, both in ſtrength and 
riches. Though great part of the land 


beyond the Jordan is dry and barren, yet at 
Perea, and ſome other parts, the ſoil is 
exceedingly prolific, abounding in vines, 


olive, and palm- trees, and divers other 


articles in the higheſt perfection; and 


theſe places are refreſhed by the waters 
which fall in torrents from the mountains, 
and in exceſſive heats they are watered by 
innumerable ſprings. This country ex- 
tends in length from Macherus to Pella, 


and in breadth from Philadelphia to the. 


Jordan; the boundaries being formed by 


Pella on the north, the river Jordan on the 


weſt, the country of the Moabites on the 
ſouth, and Arabia, Philadelphia, and Geraſa 

'on the eaſt. e 
Samaria is ſituated between Judea and 


Galilee; it extends from the village of 
Ginea, upon the plain, to the toparchy of 
This country, like that of 


Acrabatane. 7 
Judea, is mountainous and rich; the 
grounds are eaſily cultivated, and they 


produce abundance of both wild and do- 


meſtic fruits; the land is naturally dry, 
but that diſadvantage is compenſated by 
frequent rains; no part of the globe is ſup- 
plied with more excellent water; and the 


paſtures are ſo remarkably fine, that no 


other country affords ſo great an abundance 
of milk : but the moſt important advan- 
tage of theſe two provinces is the ſurpriſing 
number of their inhabitants: they are both 


terminated by the village of Anuath, other- 


wile called Borceus. 


Py 


f bune, in order to afford relief to the people 


lently irritated the Romans, who have 


- Joppa. Jeruſalem is ſituated in the middle; 

and it is, therefore, by many not improperly 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the 

| Navel, or the centre of the province. This 
delightful country is remarkably prolific, 

-and all the way to Ptolemais there is a moſt 

The difribu- pleaſing. proſpect of the ſea. 
tion of Judea, into eleven diſtricts, the principal of which 
1s Jeruſalem; the other ten. are the topar- 


Herodion, and Jericho. 


pa, which have juriſdictien over the neigh- 
bouring counties, are not included in the 
above account; nor are Gamalitis, G au- 


Judea is bounded on the north by the 
ſame village; the length of this province 
runs from the ſouth- ſide to a village called 
Jardan, ſituated upon the borders of Arabia; 
and the breadth is from the river Jordan to 


It is divided 


chies of Gophna, Acrabatane, Tamna, 
Lydda, Ammaus, Pella, Idumea, Engadi, 
Jamnia and Jop- 


| property they could find. In this deplo- 


OF NH (Book 1 
lanitis, Batanea, and Trachonitis, which 
are comprized in the kingdom of Agrippa. 
This country is inhabited in common by 
the Syrians and Jews ;. the breadth is from 
Mount Libanus, and the ſources of the 
river Jordan; to the lake of Tiberias; and 
it ſtretches in length from the village of 
Arphas to Julias. 


e 
Placidus leads an army to the relief of Sep 


phoris, Great devaſtations in Galile, 
The boundaries of the Roman territories, 


ESPASIAN diſpatched a thouſand + 
| cavalry and fix thouſand infantry, 
under the command of Placidus; the tri- 


of Sepphoris: After theſe troops had been 
drawn up on the great plain, the foot, for 
the ſecurity of the city, were quartered 
within the walls; and the horſe were or- 
dered into the camp; The Roman troops 
made daily excurſions into the neighbour- 
hood, whereby, though they committed no 
actual hoſtilities, they greatly incommoded 
Joſeph and his friends: not ſatisfied with 
ravaging the country, they made booty of 
whatever they could obtain from the towns, 
and treated the inhabitants with ſo much 
ſeverity, that they were under the neceſſity 
of remaining within their walls. | 

Matters being thus circumſtanced, Jo- 
ſeph exerted his utmoſt efforts to render 
himſelf maſter: of Sepphoris; but he found 
that before his deſerting the Galileans he 
had ſo ſtrongly fortified the city that it now 
appeared to be impregnable ; and deſpair- 
ing of: ſucceſs, either by ſtratagem or 
force, he abandoned all further thoughts 
of the enterprize. This conduct (ſo vio- 


naturally an averſion to every ſpecies of 
treachery, that they ſubjected the people to 
the moſt terrible calamities of fire and 
ſword, putting thoſe Who attempted re- 
ſiſtance to inſtant death, reducing the reſt 
to flavery, and making booty of all the 


rable ſituation, the people of Galilee had 
no ſecurity but the towns which had been 
fortified by Joſeph.  __ POM 
In the mean time, Titus repaired to Veſ- eſpaſia 
paſian, his father, at Ptolemais, with much ends reli 
greater expedition than it was ſuppoſed tr, 
winter-march would permit; and he there je; the cn 
joined the fifteenth, the fifth, and the tenth mandof? 
legions, which were eſteemed to be the cdu. 
beſt diſciplined and moſt courageous of the 
Roman troops. Theſe were followed by 
elghteen companies, beſides five companies, 
and a troop of horſe, from Cæſarea, and a 
troop of Syrian cavalry. Ten of theſe co- 
horts were compoſed of a thouſand men 


each, and the reſt of fix hundred and thir- 


teen 


— 


Ak. 111. 


and the army Mas dtrebgthened thy aufilja- 
ries | ſupplied by neighbouring, princes; 
Antiochus, Agrippa, and Sobemus, fur- 


thouſand cavalry; Malichus, king of- Ara- 
bia, ſent ſi ve thouſand foot, moſt of whom 
were provided With bows and arrows, and a 
thouſand horſe. The ar my:amounted to 
ſixty thouſand horſe and foot; excluſive of 
the train af baggage,; and a great number 
of domeſtics, moſt :of:whom, having been 


niſhed each two thouſand, infantry and a 


trained to: the ptactiee of. War, were but 
little; inferior to tHgir ma 


BY. POE | 
. Foe 17 9 * 
Me cannot ſufficjently; admire. the wiſe 
policy of the Romans in ſa managing; their 


The order 
ud policy of 
te Roman 


| bciplige * 


— 


capable of rendering very: eſſential: ſervice 


Peat, that lit is not: tol fortune, but to their 
natural cdurage and: ekgellent, policy, that 
they are indebted for the ſoveręiguiy of the 
venfld o In Peaceable: times, the Romans 


——— — 


art of War, ſo that they ars ever expert in 
the management of their arms, and pre- 
pared to engage, in hoſtilities, It is the 


pearance of actual combats. Though no 
tuelly ſerve to preſerve the martial; ſpirits 


atigue.. Thus are they rendered ſo fami- 

ia to the art of War, that an undiſciplined 
enemyt cannot withſtand them. Upon en- 
teripg the territories off an enemy their firſt 
Precaution is do] guard agarnit ſurprize, 
They, pitch their tents in an advantageous 
ſituation, level the une ven ground, and 
form the camp in the figure of a quad- 
rangle. end- 
caxpenters, and other artificers. The in- 
quarters for the officers and ſoldiers; and 


fied city, turtets being, erected at equal gif 
tances, and; the intermediate ſpaces being 
darts and arrows. Within the camp, which 


Ad horle to paſs with caſe, there are regu+/ 


tle-temple, for the general there are allo, 
ſhops for axtificers and traders, and tribu- 
nals for determining military and civil 


preciſion, and executed by great numbers 


daily and invartable cuſtom; for the ſoldiers 
to go regularly through their exerciſes ; | 
and their very trials of, ſkill, have the ap- 


4 
» 


—_ 


blood is ſpilt in theſe , exerciſes, they effec- 


the outſide reſembles the walls of a forti- 


ſters in. courage | 


afg kept in, the, contiqual practice; of the | 


common offices g and; at the ſame time, | 


in times of Wang and if we canſider their 
admirable militzcyn diſcipline, it: will ap- 


WARS! OFy NHR IE WS. 
teen foot, and an hundred and duenty herſy: 


r 
- 7, 


3 


that the forming a Roman camp affords at 
idea of a city being erected in the ſpace of 


a few hours. It any, further ſecurity. is 
Judged to be neceffary, the work is com- 
pleated by {urrounding the camp with a 
line of circumvallatiop, and à trench of 
four cubits in depth, 
ſure in breadth. 


<; 


eh 44S 3-H ein £0 hy; 
Unanimity and good order prevail among 


The army is attended by ſmiths, | 


terior park of the camp is divided into 


— — 


has four doors, ſufficiently large for, fogy| 


, domeſtics, as to make them uſeful, in the ö | 


1 


of the men, and to enable them to bear 


ſupplied with machines for gaſting ſtones, || 


lar iſtreets, and in the, middle of them are 
loqdgements for the principal commanders, || 
and a tent, beating the appear ance of a lit 


cauſes. The ordets are given With ſo much 


of experienced men with, ſuch quickneſs, 


o 
— 


javelins and targets; and the other 


r. 


Rationed on the right hand The word 
' ire for a 
atile. 
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ui Veſpaſian/ was with his 


man is provided with a baſket, a pick-ax, ſon Titus at Ptolemais, he ordered 
a hatchet, a ſaw, a rein, a ſcythe; a chain, every neceſſary meaſure to be purſued for 
and a quantity of bread ſufficient for three || the regulation and proper upply of his ar- 
days; ſo that each ſoldier carries a burthen my: and in the mean time Placidus made p1,y,, 
nearly ſufficient for a horſe. Each of the an incurſion into, and oyer-ran the whole breaks int, 
horſemen bears a lance in his hand, a long || province of Judea, whete he took a great alilee, 
ſword on his right-ſide, and acroſs the number of priſoners, moſt of whom he put 
horſe's” fide hangs a buckler in a ſcarf||to death: theſe were people Aeftitute of 
containing three or more broad-pointed || courage, and conſequently incapable of 
darts, rather ſhorter than the uſual length making a ſucceſsful reſiſtance: ſuch of the 
of a javelin : the breaſt-plates and helmets inhabitants as poſſeſſed a greater ſhare of in- 
of the cavalry reſemble thoſe of the infan- trepidity took ſhelterin the cities and other 
ry. The company attending the perſon 0 of ſtrength whieh had been fortified 
of the general is intitled to precedence, || Dy Joſeph. Placidus determined to direct 
but the men are armed in the ſame manner || his arms againſt thoſe places where the Ga- 
as the other troops. | || Hleans had. fled for ſanctuary; and Jotapata | 
The Romans carefully avoid all raſh and || being the ſtrongeſt hold they poſſeſſed, he ye way 
inconſiderate proceedings; and therefore || refolved that his firſt exploit ſhould be to Jotapata, 
their miſcarriages are leſs frequent, and attempt the reduction of that place: and he 
thoſe chat happen are repaired with greater || flattered himſelf in the full confidence of 
eaſe than they would otherwiſe be. They || fucceſs, the expectation of acquiring great 
are more ſatisGed even with the failure of fame among the other generals, and of 
a well-concerted enterprize than with a ſpreading terror and conſternation in the 
caſual advantage; for in the firſt inſtance|| reſt of the cities, the conqueſt of which 
they have the conſolatory reflection of hav- would thereby be rendered Yeſfs difficult. 
ing done all that prudence required, and in The inhabitants of Jotapata, however, gain- 
the other they are inſtructed to make pro- ing intelligence of the deſign of Placidus, 
viſion againſt ſimilar misfortunes. jand that he was already upon his march, 
The Roman ſoldiers are rendered more || allied from the town, in order to give him 
robuſt and athletic in body, and more firm battle: they attacked the Romans by ſur- 
and intrepid in mind, by the conſtant prac- priſe, and as the fate of their country, de- 
tice of arms; and by the terror of puniſh- | pended on the iffue of the conteſt, _ 
ment they are kept in the moſt exact order ; fought with aſtoniſhing bravery, and ef- 
for deſerters and all others who are not fectually repulſed the enemy. The Ro- 
ſtrictly obſervant of their duty are conſign-¶ mans being well armed, and preſerving a 
ed to death by the martial law. Having proper diſciphne In their retreat, only ſeven 
once formed the reſolution to engage, nei- of them were ſlain. The Jews not being 
| ther the ſuperiority of an enemy, nor any fo well armed as their adverſaries, declined 
other obſtacle, can depreſs their ſpirits. a cloſe combat, but at a diſtance annoyed 
They cut paſſes through foreſts, croſs || the Romans with lances and darts: only 
rivers and mountains, and vigorouſly en- three of the Jews were flain, and a ſmall 
deavour to ſurmount every impediment to number were wounded, After this defeat, 
victory. | || Placidus drew off his army. 
If the policy of their councils and thefſ _ N 
ſpirit with which they are carried into ef- G HARV. 


fect, be conſidered, it will not appear ex- Veſhafian marches an army into Galike. Jo- 


traordinary that the Romans have obtained 1 01 TID "402th 
the ſovereignty of the univerſe, and that fe 55 s followers defer t, and Ge {extend fo 


: ; Tiberias. ; 
they have extended their empire to the 
The extent Euphrates on the eaſt, the ocean on the HAVING formed the reſolution of 
man empire,” Weſt, Africa on the ſouth, and the Rhine I A making an incurſion into Galilee, Veſ- 
and the Danube on the north. But their || paſian iflued marching orders to his troops, 
valt extent of territory is not proportioned || and departed from Ptolemais. The auxi- 
to the capacious ſouls of the people. What liary forces, being more lightly armed than 
I have here ſaid is intended as a conſolation ||the reſt of the troops, were ordered to q nee 
to thoſe who have been ſubdued by, and as march firſt, in order to reconnoitre the the much ef 
5 a means of diverting factious ſpirits from woods and other places where it was ſup- Vopr. 
= revolting againſt thoſe enterpriſing people, || poſed ambuſhes were ſtationed, and prevent 
| | 1 from the . ; they were fol- 
| 1 lowed by a party of infantry and cavalry, to 
n ke which Se 1 of * men 
After making an incurſion into Galilee, from each company; next came pioneers 
Placidus leads his army againſt Fotapata, to level and make good the ways, cut down 
where he is repulſed, | | trees, and remove other obſtructions ; and 
5 then 


pikes and long bucklers, beſides which 5 | 


2 


— 


then followed the genetal's baggage; and | that he would not have fled to them for 
that of his principal officers, under convo 


| y {| ſanCtuary had not the caſe been deſperate 
of a company of horſe ;. after ' theſe came || Joſeph was now convinced that cubmitthij | 


Veſpaſian, attended by a choſen body of | to the power of the Romans, and acknow- 
cavalry and infantry, a number. of troops || leding their faults, were the only means 
armed with lances, and an hundred and|| which the Jews could inſure their ſafety. 
twenty of his men ſelected from the ſame As to himſelf, he was conſcious that if he 
number of ſquadrons of horſe; then fol- ſhould ſolicit it, the Romans would readily 
lowed the engineers, with their implements grant him a pardon*: but he would with 
and machines of aſſault; and after them greater ſatisfaction have ſuffered the moſt 
came the tribunes and other officers, eſ- || terrible death than have violated the con- 
corted by a ſelect body of troops: then || fidence repoſed in him, by ſeeking his ſafe= 
came the imperial eagle; preceded by the || ty among the people againſt whom he was 
reſt of the Roman enſigns. The figure of || entruſted to proſecute the war. He tranſ- 
the eagle was conſidered as an omen of || mitted to the principal people of Jeruſalem 
ſucceſs in war, and as an emblem in-|| a plain narrative of the caſe. Joſeph diſ- 
timating that, as the eagle was the ſo- || patched this letter by expreſs to Jecuſalem ; 
vereign of birds, fo were the Romans ſu- || requeſting that, if they ſhould reſolve to 

perior to the reſt of mankind. The en- || negociate a treaty, they would ſend him Joſeph writes 
figns of the Romans, which were deemed || immediate advice thereof ; or ſufficient re- bo the counel 
ſacred, were followed by performers on mar- inforcements to enable him to encounter If Jeruſalem. 
tial inſtruments of muſic ; and to them || the enemy, if they ſhould determine to 
ſucceeded the main body of the army, || proſecute the war. 

drawn up fix in front. The ſervants be- 5 

longing to the ſeveral 3 marched with CHAP. VII. 

the infantry, and it was their buſineſs to en! or Eh CES 
be eint that thi Bilntids e ann ry Ei 


befieged. The Romans diſappointed by a 
veyed, The proceſſion was cloſed by ar- qdefen/h 7 fled bi * 
tificers, purveyors, and other mercenaries, e agem faggoſed Jeb. 
being under the convoy of a party of horſe | \ / ESPASIAN determined that his 
and foot. next expedition ſhould be agaigſt 


Marching in this order to the frontiers || Jotapata, the ſtrongeſt city in Galilee, 
of Galilee, Veſpaſian there encamped, his and the place where the Jews in their ut- 
defign being to inſpire the enemy with || molt diſtreſs fled for refuge, Preparatory 
terror by the formidable appearance of his || to the intended exploit, he diſpatched a 
army; and in the mean time he made || company of horſe and foot, and pioneers, 
every neceſlary preparation for a vigorous || £9 croſs the mountains and form a paſſage, 
ſiege, : the road ug at that time 3 impaſ- 
The approach of Veſpaſian threw the || able for horſe, and extremely difficult for . 
ak FTews into the moſt terrible conſternation ; foot. In the ſpace of four days a paſſage 
and many of Joſeph's followers, who were || was cut ſufficient to admit the whole army 
' encamped in the neighbourhood of Sep- to march without inconvenience. = _ 
phoris, deferted their leaded, even before Joſeph eſcaped from Tiberias on the fifth 
the enemy came in fight. Being thus a- day, being the twenty-firſt of the month 
bandoned, and finding that the ſpirits of || Artimifius, and returned to Jotapats, 
the Jews were entirely depreſſed, that the Which proved an encouraging circumſtance 
majority of his people bad already joined the || to the Jews. Joſeph's retreat was ſoon 
enemy, and that the reſt ſeemed diſpoſed to communicated to Veſpaſian by a deſerter, 
land re- follow their example, he declined all who adviſed the beſieging Jotapata, arg''s 
mo Ii. thoughts of proſecuting the war, and re- that if Joſeph could be taken in the ſnare 
ku, tired to Tiberias, accompanied only by a he had fallen into, the war muſt inevitably 


ſmall number of faithful adherents, terminate to the diſadvantage of the Jews. 
Sb ee | The information of the deſerter ſo rejoiced 
CH AP. VL. Verſpaſian that he attributed to the provi- 


Gadara ſubdued, and the inhabitants deſtroyed. dence of Heaven the circumſtance of de- 


; livering into his power the moſt formida- 
2 n mee bis enemies ol he diſpatched Pla- 
ehaſian ESPASIAN aſſaulted, and with lit- cidus with a thouſand cavalry, and Ebutius, 
an tle difficulty ſubdued Gadara; and af- one of the moſt celebrated men of the ar- 


1 ſetting fire to the conquered city, they my for bravery and military ſkill, to envi- 


utterly deſtroyed the neighbouring ſmall ron the city with all poſſible expedition, 

towns and villages, and ſubjected the in- ¶ and prevent the eſcape of Joſeph. 

habitants to ſlavery. Veſpaſian marched the next morning, 
The appearance of Joſeph greatly alarmed || and arriving at Jotapata in the afternoon, 

the people of Tiberias, who were convinced he formed his camp on an eminence about 


- feven 


\ 
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Jotapata be- 
ſieged by 
Veſpaſian. 


„ 


ſeven furlongs to the north of the city. 
The Romans being greatly fatigued by their 
march, no exploit was attempted 01 the 
following day. Veſpaſian ordered two 
ſtrong companies to inveſt the city, and ſta- 
tioned another troop at ſome diſtance, 
thereby precluding the inhabitants from all 
opportunity of communication. MAY 
The next morning the Romans aſſaulted 
the city, which was defended with great 
brayery: Veſpaſian having, ordered the 
bow-men and lingers to drive the Jews 
from the walls, and at the head of a body 
of infantry, having began an aſſault, Joſeph 
and his followers furiouſly attacked, and 
compelled him to retreat ; the loſs on each 
fide being nearly equal, The deſperate ſi- 
tuation of the 8 animated them to aſto- 
niſhing acts of bravery, nor were the Ro- 


mans leſs enraged to find the defence ſo p 
reſolutely maintained. Courage and mili- 


tary {kill on one fide, were on the other op- 
poſed by a ferocious and an ungovernable 


rage. The battle continued till night,| 
when the combatants were under the ne- 


ceſſity of ſuſpending._the conteſt. The 
Romans loſt thirteen men, and a great 
number were wounded. Of the Jews 
ſeventeen were ſlain, and about fix hundred 
were wounded. 
The aſſault was renewed the following 
day, when both parties diſplayed ſtill more 
extraordinary inſtances of valour than in 
the preceding encounter; and the conteſt 
was maintained with unabating vigour for 
five ſucceſſive days. = 8118 
Jotapata is ſituated on a rock, and on 
three ſides are vallies of ſuch depth, that a 
man cannot look from the precipices with- 
out being ſeized with giddineſs. It is in- 
acceſſible, except on the north, where a part 
of the city ſtands upon the brow of a moun- 
tain; but this quarter Joſeph cauſed to 
be ſtrongly fortified, and taken into the 
town, thereby precluding the enemy from 
taking advantage of another mountain, 
which, with other eminences, commands 
a view of, and ſo entirely incloſe the places, 
that it can be ſeen only at a very ſmall diſ- 
tance. 1 
Finding the city ſo admirably ſituated 


for defence, and that he had to contend 


with an intrepid and determined enemy, 
Veſpaſian aſſembled a council of his prin- 
cipal officers, to debate on the moſt pro- 
bable means of obtaining victory. The iſ- 
ſue of the deliberations was, that a large 
terras ſhould be raiſed on that fide of the ci- 


and hurdles were formed to protect the Ra- 
mans from the darts and other weapons that 


and the mount could be no longer occu- 


ſet fire to all the combuſtible materials the 


if he ſhould omit to engage in as arduous 
a taſk for the defence of the Nag #5 thc 


ſuggeſted the following invention as a de- 


ty which appeared to be the leaſt capable 
of reſiſtance. Immediately upon this re- 
{olution being taken, Veſpaſian ordered his 
whole army to employ themſelves in pro- 
curing materials for the intended work. 
Immenſe quantities of timber and ſtone; 


were conveyed from the adjacent mountains: 
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were thrown from the city, Thus de- 
fended, they continued to proſecute their 
deſign, in defiance of the innumerable darts 
arrows; lances; and large ſtones which 
were thrown without intermifſion A ge- 
neral engagement taking place, the utmoſt 
efforts of the Jews to annoy the enemy 
proved ineffectual: 10 W 

The Roman army had now ſixty ma- 
chines employed in throwing lances, ex- 
cluſive of larger engines ſor caſting arrows, 
javelins, ſtones, fire, and other inſtruments 
of deſtruction; and theſe were managed by 
Arabian and other ſkilful engineers. The 
operations were purſued with ſo much vi- 
gour, that the ſpace between the city wall 


ied. The Jews, however, made frequent 
fallies by ſurpriſe, deſtroyed the defences, 


could find, and, in. ſhort, did all poſſible 
damage to the works of the enemy. To 
remedy the inconvenience that he ſuſtained 
from the repeated ſallies made by the Jews, 
Veſpaſian cauſed his works to be adyanced 
upon the interval between the walls and 
the terras, and connected his“ troops into a 
cloſe body, which anſwered the dchired 
Ie | e Fre 0 

The terras being now raiſed nearly to a 
level with the city-wall, Joſeph conſidered 
that it would reflect diſhonour, upon him, 


enemy had undertaken for its deſtruction ; 
and therefore he ordered the wall to be rai- 
ted in proportion to the advancement of the 
enemy's works, and to be kept at a ſufficient 
height above the ſummit of the mount. 
The workmen declined the - undertaking, 
urging the impoſlibility of purſuing their 
buſineſs, ſince they ſhould be continually 
expoſed to the enemy. However, Joſeph 


fence 7 Bo fire, ſtones, and other wea- 
pons: he cauſed large ſtakes to be fixed in- 
to the ground, and the raw hides of beaſts 
lately killed to be ſtretched upon them : on 
account of the yielding quality of the ſkins, 
they ſcarcely received any impreffion, from 
the lances and ſtones, and their moiſture 
damped the fire of the enemy. The work- 
men being perfectly ſecured through Jo- 
ſeph's coatrivance, continued indefatigably 
induſtrious both by day and night; and they 
ſoon erected a wall of twenty cubits high, 
on which were formed towers and ſtrong 
embattlements. The Romans who had 
entertained the utmoſt confidence of The Row# 
ſubduing the city, were equally aſtoniſh- way jo” 
by Joſep 
ed and confounded by the depth of policy trazagem 
and invincible reſolution of their adver- 
ſaries. 


CHAP.” 


— 


YL WARS OF THE IN S. 
3 HAP VIII. tention was engroſſed on the means of pro- 
Potapura being diſtreſſed by a ſearcity of viding for his own ſafety, Joſeph, in a 
water, F:ſeph contrives @ means of ſup. public addreſs, 0 that if they 
phy. Jeb aſſaulis the Romans, who| Were compelled to ſurrender, his remaining 
are ordered to decline the conteſt. could not poſſibly operate in their favour t - 


| I | whereas, if he obtained his liberty, he 
FE NCOURAGED by the ſucceſs i be obtained his liberty, he 
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8 might be able to draw an army out of Ga- 
| of Joſeph's ſtratagem, ; the Jews | lle ſufficiently early to raiſe the ſiege; and 
uffered not a day to eſcape without ma- that his continuing in the city would be pro- 
king incurfions upon the enemy. Vel-| ducive of unfortunate, inſtead of happ: 
paſian abandoned all hope of reducing the conſequences, ſince the expectation of ma- 
place by ſtorm, and therefore blocked it ap, king him a priſoner would induce the Ro- 
expecting that by cutting off all communi- mans to continue a vigorous proſecution of 
cation, the neceſſites of the inhabitants the ſiege, which they might probably de- 
pin at- would perform the buſineſs of the ſword, | cline, if he could effe& an eſcape. | 
*% or, at leaſt, render them incapable of re Inſtead of reconciling the multitude to 
ould ſiſtance. Water and ſalt were ſcarce, but | the meaſure he had propoſed, Joſeph's diſ- 
onpab the town had an ample ſupply of all other | courſe rendered them Gill more importu- 
en neceſſary articles. Joſeph having limited] nate: people of all ages and both ſexes 
the people to a daily allowance of water, | threw themſelves at his feet, and with the 
they became outrageaus in their complaints, | moſt bitter lamentations urgently ſu, plica- 
and refuſed to continue their work. To] ted that he would till continue his protec- 
amuſe the enemy, who from an eminence tion to them. Impreſſed with tenderneſs 
witneſſed all that paſſed in the town, Jo- and gratitude towards the people, Joſeph - l 
Ea. ſeph cauſed a great number of wet cloths | conſidered, that if he remained in the town 
l u- to be hung upon the battlements; in con- they would attribute his compliance with 
ſequence of which, Veſpaſian imagined | their requeſt to the influence they had over 
there could be no ſcarcity. of water, ſince] him, and that if he perſiſted in a refuſal, 
that element appeared to be uſcd fo profuſe- | they might probably detain him by force; 
ly; and therefore he had again recourſe to || and therefore, reſolving to ſhare the com- 
arms. The Jews were now dreadfully diſ- mon danger, he thus addreſſed the multi- 
treſſed by the apprehenſion of periſhing by {| tude : “ My dear friends and faithful coun- 
famine ; a fate to which they infinitely pre- trymen, the period is arrived when we are 
ferred a glorious death in the field. required to exert our utmolt bravery, ſince 
EB Recollecting that on the weſt fide of the in that alone we can place our hopes of 
3 city there was a hollow in a place ſo little ſafety. If we loſe our lives, our rewards 
1 frequented that it was not likely to have || will be a large ſhare of honour, and our 
been obſerved by the enemy, Joſeph wrote || names will be endeared to the lateſt poſte- 
to the Jews without the city, to cauſe wa- || rity.” Immediately after this addreſs, Jo- 
ter and other neceſſaries to be conveyed|| ſeph, at the head of the moſt courageous | 
through this paſſage, enjoining that the of the Jews, aſſaulted the enemy's guards, joſeph af- 
people employed in this buſineſs ſhould be whom he compelled to deſert their trenches, knead 
covered with the hides of beaſts, and in- || and retreat to the camp; he then deſtroyed guards. 
ſtructed to walk upon their hands and feet, || the ſkins put up for defending their works, | 
that, in caſe of being obſerved by the to which he ſet fire; the ſame conduct was 
watch, they might be miſtaken for dogs or purſued with invincible bravery and inde- 
other brutes. By this means an intercourſe || fatigable labour for three or four ſucceſſive 
was maintained till the Romans diſcovered days and A 
and blocked up the paſſage. 1 | When the Jews gained advantage, the 
Joſeph now conceived that it would be Romans had too high a ſpirit to retreat, 
fruitleſs to attempt a longer defence of the || and the weight of their arms prevented 
city, and therefore he joined with ſeveral of || them from purſuing when their adverſaries 
the principal men in ſuggeſting the means || retired. Obſerving the great diſadvantages 3 
of eſcape. Suſpecting on what ſubject under which his army laboured, Veſpaſian Veſpafan 
they had met to deliberate, the people re- commanded them to decline a conteſt with did. bis mem 
aired in great multitudes to Joſeph, earn- || an enemy driven to deſperation, and wholly fault. 
eflly ſupplicating that, as he was the only regardleſs of life, whoſe rage, like flames 
man from whom they could expect relief, wanting a ſupply of fuel, muſt of neceſſi - 
| he would not deſert them in 77 5 From. ty, ſoon ſubſide. 1 
. y; urging that while he was ſecure they ee a ö | | 
Gad 8 of ſucceſs, and declaringg ? CH . P. IX. 1 " 
that they could not die more honourably || A 5a*termg ram employed againſt t be walls 
than while acting in obedience to his com- of Fotapara. The works of the Romans 
mands. | es crea ibn: t e or Veſpafian wounded, A terrible 
- villi it beli that his in- || augbter. FE | 5 5 
Unwilling to have it believed that his in 1. . 75 ebe 
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Deſcription 
of the batters 
ing ram. 


operations. The firſt ſtroke of the engine 


A contri- 
vance to de- 
feat the force 
ol the ram. 


office without impediment. The Jews now 


other combuſtibles, which they ſet fire to in 


The bravery 
of Eleazar. 


| Sameas, deſerves to be tranſmitted to poſte- 
. rity. He caſt down a ſtone of great bulk 


Rigs TORY 


HE works of the Romans being 
| raiſed nearly to a level with the city | 
walls, Veſpaſian determined to make uſe of 
the battering ram. This is an engine of 
immenſe ſize, reſembling the maſt of a 


ſhip, with an iron head, like that of a ram; 


and when uſed, its motion is ſomewhat ſimi- 
lar to the butting of the animal whoſe 
name it bears. It is ſuſpended by large 
cables fixed to croſs-timbers cramped toge- | 
ther and ſtrongly. ſupported 5 it bears on 
the middle, and hangs on a balance like a 
ſcale- beam, and when put into a ſwinging | 
motion, it ſtrikes with ſuch ſurpriſing vio- 
lence, that the ſtrongeſt. wall muſt inevitably 
yield to its repeated attacks. 


Perſuaded that the longer the fiege was | 


delayed, the greater would be the difficulty 
of conqueſt, ſince the enemy would have 
time to-increaſe their preparations for de- 
fence, the Roman general ordered his men 
to advance nearer the town with their ſeve- 
ral machines, in order to beat off the Jews 
who defended the walls; which being done, 
the ram was brought torward, being covered 
with hurdles and the hides of beaſts, for 
preſerving the machine from injury, and 
defending the men appointed to conduct its 


threw the Jews into terrible conſternation : 
and knowing the wall could not long with- 
ſtand repeated batterings in the ſame place, 
Joſeph ordered a number of ſacks filled 
with chaff to be lowered by means of ropes, 
ſo that though the aſlailants frequently 
changed the direction of the machine, its 
effects were as conſtantly defeated by the 
chaff- ſacks, which interpoſed to defend the 
wall. At length, the Romans fixed ſharp 
curving irons to the ends of long poles, 


and therewith cut the ropes ſuſpending the 


facks. The wall being newly repaired, 
had not yet acquired a conſiſtence ſufficient 
to reſiſt the ram, which now performed its 


collected a quantity of pitch, ſulphur, and 


three ſeveral parts of the enemy's works, 
and the flames inſtantly cummunicating to 
the machines and implements of war of the 
Romans, they were conſumed in a ſhort 
time. | | 

An heroic exploit performed by Eleazar, 
a native of Paab in Gahlee, and the ſon of 


with ſuch ſurpriſing force as to break off 
the head of a ram, and then leaping into 
the midſt of his enemies, he ſeized the head| 
of the machine, which he carried to the foot 
of the wall, where he remained till five 
arrows were fixed in his body; in this con- 
dition he remounted the wall, and without 
betraying the leaſt abatement of conſtancy: 


|and engines of the tenth and fifth legions. 


0” THE {Boox | 
of public admiration, till at length he fell, 
{till graſping the trophy he had ſo heroically 
acquired, | 
Netiras * and his brother Philip, of Ru- Oro 
ma, in Galilee, diſplayed a degree of intre.. ba, 
pidity that could not poſſibly be exceeded. 
They attacked the tenth legion, and fought 
with moſt irreſiſtable fury, diſperſing all 
who oppoſed them. At the fame time 
Joſeph, with a numerous company of men 
provided with firebands, burnt the works 


The Romans having repaired the ram, 
towards the evening of the fame day em- 


to avenge his general, in deſpite of all op- 


| Great numbers of the Jews fell by the 


the wall, and carried it to the diſtance of 


it had been caſt. by a fling. Another ſtone 


or courage, remained. ſome time an object 
4 


ployed it againſt that part of the wall which 
had already received damage; and at this 
time Veſpaſian was ſtruck on the ancle by 
an arrow diſcharged from the town. The 
force of the arrow being nearly exhauſted 
before it reached the general, his wound 
proved but flight: the officers, however, 
quitted their ſtations, and repaired to the 
head-quarters, to learn whether the rumour 
of the general's being wounded was founded 
in truth; and among the firſt of theſe was 
Titus, who was greatly apprehenſive for his 
father's ſafety. The diſorder among the 
multitude ſubſided upon Veſpaſian's con- 
vincing them that the injury he had re- 
ceived was of little conſequence. Veſpaſian Veſaſan 
expoſed his wound to the ſoldiers, who were . 
thereby inflamed with additional courage, 

each man conſidering it his particular duty 


poſition and danger. 


arrows and ſtones thrown by the enemy; 
but they ſtill continued to defend the walls 
with undaunted bravery. But they fought 
under great diſadvantages ; for the town 
being illuminated by the fire which they 
uſed to annoy the enemy, they were expoſed 
to view, while they could not diſcern even 
the engines from which the Roman wea- 
pons were diſcharged. The ſtones thrown 
by the machines, at length made breaches 
in the battlements and the corners of the 
towers, and committed great laughter 
among the Jews. A judgment may be 
formed of the dreadful effect of the engines 
by conſidering the havoc that was made on 
this occaſion. A ſtone thrown by one of 
the machines ſtruck off the head of one of 
Joſeph's friends, as he was fighting upon 


— 


three furlongs with as much velocity as if 


ſtruck a woman, and carried the infant with 

which ſhe was pregnant to the diſtance of a 

furlong from the mother. The noiſe - 0c- Dreadful 

caſioned by the engines, the found of the hae a 
| ; 4 . tne Jewh 

dead falling from the walls, and the cries 

and lamentations of the people, both with- 

in and without the town, were rendered {till 


* Or Neritas. 


N more 


Ne their they oppoſed themſelves in the breach, to 


dura ge , 


Wault, 


Ak. X. 


reſt of the horſe were ordered to inveſt the 


The next that advanced were the archers 


with ladders were commanded to attempt 
ſüpaſan ſcaling the parts of the wall that had not 


lakes ready been injured, with a view, by making a 
brenew the | 


tigue of the preceding night : but in pla- 


tains. | | 

The town ditch flowed with human 
blood; and was heaped with carcaſſes high 
enough for an enemy to have mounted to 
an aſſault. Notwithſtanding a vaſt number 
of the Jews were killed and wounded, the 
ſurvivors ſuſtained a defence during the 
whole night with aſtoniſhing bravery, in 
defiance of the enemy's machines, which 
were kept- conſtantly at work. At day- 
break next morning the wall fell : but even 
in this dreadful extremity, the Jews relit- 


quiſhed not their patriotic endeavours to 


preſerve the liberties of their country ; for 
prevent the enemy croſſing the ditch, and 
purſuing the advantage they had gained. 


CL AE bs 


Preparations for renewing the aſſault. A 
terrible engagement. The Tews pour 
ſealding oil upon the Romans. Veſpajian 
raiſes platforms and turrets thereon. The 
Fews quit the breach, but flill make a 
vigorous reſiſtance. 


A FTE R the extreme fatigue of the 
| night, the Romans received ſome | 
little refreſhment ; and the next day the 
general iſſued orders for preparations for a 
renewal of the aſſault, and for means to be 
adopted for deterring the Jews from appear- 
ing in the breach. He cauſed a party of 
the moſt outrageous of his cavalry to diſ- 
mount, and drew them up in three divi- 
fions ; and theſe men being compleatly 
armed, and carrying pikes in their hands, 
were firſt to enter the town, and to be ſe- 
conded by a choſen body of foot. The 


mountainous parts of the city, to prevent 
the eſcape of the Jews after the victory. 


and flingers. A body of men provided 


diverfion, to weaken the force by which 
the breach was defended. ; FR 


Knowing that no danger was to be ap- 
prehended from the Romans employed with | 


the ſcaling-ladders, Joſeph oppoſed to them 
only ſuch men as were enfeebled by age, 
and ſuch as had not recovered from the ta- 


ces where the wall had ſuffered even the 
lighteſt injury, he ſtationed men capable 
of ſuſtaining an obſtinate reſiſtance,” put- 


ting himſelf and five of his agen ig | 


followers at their head, to receive the firſt 
aſſault. He enjoined his people to diſregard 
the ſhouts of the enemy, and either to de- 
fend themſelves from the arrows hot by 


3 45. & 


waks OT THE jiws. 


more-dreadful by the echo of the moun- | 


— 


lt. 


the Romans ſhould advance their bridges; 
every other confideration muſt give way to 
that of wreaking vengeance upon a ſucceſſ- 
ful enemy, to whoſe (cruelty the wives; 
children, and deareſt friends of his people 
muſt be expected to fall miſerable victims. 


drenz obſerving the adjacent mountains 
glittering with arms, the town ſurrounded 


by three armies, the enemy marching with 


drawn ſwords to the weakeſt part of the 
wall, and the archers preparing to diſcharge 
their arrows, joined in lamentations that 
could not have been exceeded had the place 


theſe people greatly affected Joſeph : and 
leſt they ſhould diſpirit the ſoldiers, he or- 
dered them to their reſpective habitations, 
under a ſtrict injunction of ſilence. He 


then repaired to the ſtation he had choſen; 


totally regardleſs of the ſcaling-ladders, 
his attention being engroſſed on the manner 
of the enemy's aſſault. 


Ronian troops united in martial ſhouts, and 


charged as to obſcure the ſky. In obedi- 
gave no attention to the clamours of the 
enemy, and defended themſelves with their 


bridges forward, the Jews attacked them 
with ſurpriſing fury, with equal ſkill and 
intrepidity, throwing them off as faſt as they 
mounted, and they became more undaunt- 
ed in proportion as the danger increaſed. 

They were under a great diſadvantage by 
being kept to hard duty without any in-, 
tervals of relief; while the Romans had 


to be an entire and impenetrable body. 

The extremity to which he was now redu- 
ced, ſuggeſted to Joſeph a new means of de- 
fence. He cauſed a large quantity of oil, of 
which there was a plentiful ſupply in the 


ſcalding fluid paſſing through the interſti- 
ces of their armour occaſioned the Romans 
moſt exquiſite torture, it having the qua- 
lity of long retaining heat, and threw them 
into the greateſt dilorder. Their armour 
being buckled and braced, and the oil 
flowing from head to foot, they were 
unable to relieve themſelves. Many fell 
from the walls, and thoſe who were 
were able to attempt an eſcape, were eali- 
ly overpowered. by the Jews. They allo 


| 


poured boiling fenugreek upon the bridge, 
' which 


The common people, women and chil- 


been actually ſubdued. The outcries of 


Upon the trumpet being ſounded; the 


no ſooner was the fignal given than ſuch A gear 
an immenſe number of arrows was diſvencounter. 


ence to their inſtructions, the Jews 


ſhields. When the enemy brought their — 


The Romans 

f J advance up to 
conſtant reinforcements to take the places the wall, un. 
of thoſe who were either fatigued or re- geit pack. 
pulſed. The Romans collected themſelves lers. 

as cloſe as poſſible together, and throwing - 

their long bucklers over them, they pro- 


ceeded to the wall of the town, appearing 


town, to be boiled, and, with the veſlels in The Jews 


which it was heated, caſt from the walls Pour down 
Wi | | ſcalding oil 
upon the Roman ſoldiers beneath. The among N 


{18 r Ar Of; 0H t 


which rendered the boards fo ſlippery, that 
the Romans could neither ſtand to their 
arms, nor retreat. Numbers fell upon the 
planks, and were trampled to death by! 
their own people, and others falling ill] 
lower, were expoſed to the ſhot diſcharged 
by the Jews: A great number of his peo- 
ple being ſlain and wounded, towards even- 
ing Veſpaſian ſounded a retreat. In this 
action which took place on the twentieth 
day of the month Deſius, only ſix of the 

- Jews were killed; but the wounded were 
upwards of three hundred; 


380 F (Book j 
leaſt reſiſtance, ſo aſtoniſhed were they at 
being deſerted by their friends. On this 3 50, 
occaſion twelve thouſand periſhed, venting TO 
imprecations againſt their cruel and trea- 
cherous countrymen. __ BS 

Trajan imagining that the majority of 
the military people were deſtroyed, and 
that thoſe who remained would not venture 
to make a reſiſtance, ſent to Veſpaſian, re- 
queſting that Titus might be diſpatched to 
reap the honour of finally conquering Jap. 
tha. Suppofing that ſome important ex- 
ploit was yet to be performed, Veſpaſian 


Veſpaſian | Inftead of their ſpirits being depreſſed by || ſent a force of five hundred cavalry and a 
NG te their ill ſucceſs, as might have been reaſon|| thouſand infantry under the command of 
benin. ably expected, the Roman ſoldiers expreſſed his ſon. Upon his arrival, Titus divided 


the utmoſt impatience for proceeding again 
to battle: whereupon the general ordered 
the platforms to be raiſed ſtill higher, and 
towers fifty feet in height to be erected 
thereon, and entirely covered with iron, 
for the double purpoſe of keeping them 
ſteady by their weight, and defending them 
againſt the fire of the enemy. Expert 


his army into two wings, giving that on 
the left-hand to Trajan, himſelf retainir, 

the command of that on the right. The 
Romans, by means of ſcaling-ladders, Tepe. 
mounted the walls on all parts, and, after a wens ent 
flight reſiſtance, deſcended into the town, 41 


where a deſperate ſtreet-battle enſusd. fer fg 
The moſt reſolute and powerful of the Gali. ene. 


made a light reſiſtance, put them to flight, 


The 
gates of the inward wall, leſt the Romans, 


markſmen and engineers being ſtationed in 
the turrets, they greatly annoyed the ene- 
my, who were clearly expoſed to view, and 
who, equally incapable of avoiding the 
weapons, and of diſcerning the people by 
whom they were diſcharged, were under 


on, with a thouſand cavalry and two thou- 
fand foot, to aſſault the place. Japtha was 


ſtrongly fortified, ſurrounded with a dou-| 


ble wall, and fo advantageouſly fituated, 
that it appeared to be wholly impregnable. 
The citizens quitted the town, in order to 
give battle to Trajan, who after they had| 


and purſued them into the firſt encloſure. 
people of the town now cloſed the 


as well as their own people, ſhould gain 
admittance. Thus were the Galileans, as 
if by the providence of Heaven, delivered 
into the power of the Romans. The Ro- 
mans kept one gate and the people in the 
city the other; and the Jews confined in 
the encloſure, earneſtly, but in vain, ſup- 
plicated to be admitted into the town; but 
being refuſed, many deſtroyed themſelves, 


and great numbers fell by the hands of the 


enemy, without having power to offer the! 


aw. 
— — 
* 
„ 


leans attacked the Romans from ambuſhes 
and in the narrow paſſes, and even the wo- 
men annoyed them from the tops of the 
buildings. The conteſt was maintained 
for the ſpace of ſix hours: but, at length, 
the moſt courageous of the Galileans bein 


The Jews the neceſſity of quitting the breach: but cut off, a terrible flaughter enſued, all the 
quit the ſtill they continued to maintain a moſt re- male inhabitants who were able to bear 
breach. ſolute defence, notwithſtanding the loſs arms being put to' death, either in their 
they daily ſuſtained conſiderably exceeded houſes or in the ſtreets, the women and in- 
that of the Romans. 15 _ being ha Je res and they were cars 
3 . ried away captives, being in number two 
5 C HAP. XI. „ 3 hundred Fr thirty. The 
 Faptha befieged. A terrible laughter, {lain in the firſt encounter added to thoſe 
HE reſolute defence of Jotapata en- who fell by the Romans when they entered 
couraged the inhabitants of the Japtha, 1 the twenty fifth of the month 
Trajan dit. neighbouring city of Japtha, to reſiſt the Decius“, amounted to fifteen thouſand. 
patebed io Romans; whereupon Veſpaſian diſpatched CHAP. XII. 
3 Jap Trajan, the commander of the tenth legi- The Samaritans of Mount . Garizim put to 


death, SLA ar 

HE calamities of the war were ex- 
| tended to the Samaritans, Who aſ- 
ſembled upon Mount Garizim, which 


they held in high veneration, eſteeming it 


to be a holy mountain, and meditated a re- 
volt againſt the Romans. Without reflect- 
ing on their inferiority to the great and in- 
creaſing power of the Romans, they were 
haſtening to a rebellion; and Veſpaſian 
Judged it neceſſary to oppole their proceed- 
ings at an early period; for though great 


numbers of garriſons were eſtabliſhed in 


Samaria, he conſidered that there was rea- 
ſon to apprehend danger from ſo numerous 
a body of diſaffected people; and therefore 
he diſpatched Cerealis, a tribune of the 
fifth legion, with ſix hundred cavalry and 
three thouſand. infantry in order to prevent 
a revolt. ns al WW 


het. Bd 


* ung „ 


18 


| * June. $ 1 


Y 8 —— 
_—_ 
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e Romans „ 27 pe 7 - 1 
v ppſellon At the appointed hour, and proceeded to 
he town the town, being led by Titus, accompanied 


On his arrival at the mountain, Cerea- 
lis found a vaſt body of the people aſſem- 
bled, and judging it not prudent to attack 
them in their preſent ſituation, he ſur- 


rounded them with his troops. Through 


the ſcarcity of water ſeveral of the Samari- 
'tans daily periſhed, and others deſerted to 


the Romans, who exhorted the reſt to re- 


turn to their allegiance : but upon their 
rejecting the propoſed terms of accommo- 
dation, Cerealis attacked them on the 
twenty-ſeventh day of the month Decius, 


ne all and put them all to the ſword; the number 
dea. of the flain being eleven thouſand and fix 


hundred. : | 
e HN A P. XIII. FIRE; 
The Romans enter Jotapata, and commit 
great ſlaughter. Antony murdered. 
Forty thouſand people ſlain. 


HE Romans having raifed their plat- 

| | forms above the level of the city 
walls, on the fortieth day of the ſiege, a 
deferter informed Veſpaſian, that in oonſe- 
quence of the great loſs of men, and the 
evete duty the ſurvivors were obliged to 
perform; the city muſt of neceſſity ſurren- 
der to a vigorous aſſault, which he adviſed 
to be made about the break of day, when 


the people would not be apprehenſive of 


da ger, | 2 | | 8 
The Roman army began a filent march 


o 


by Domitius Sabinas, and ſome choſen men 
from the fifteenth legion. They put the 
centinels to death, cut the throats of the 
guards, and entered the city : they. were 
followed by the tribune Sextus Cerealis, 
and Placidus, with the troops under their 
command. Notwithſtanding it was open 


day when the Romans gained poſſeſſion of | 


the fort, and made themſelves maſter of the 
town, the garriſon was ſo exhauſted and fa- 
tigued by inceſfant labour and watching, 


that they entertained no idea of their dan- 


ger till the enemy had actually gained their 
point; and even thoſe who were awake 
were almoſt equally ſtrangers to the misfor- 
tune; for they could not clearly diſtinguiſh 
objects on account of à thick fog, which 
then prevailed, and continued till the whole 

Roman army had gained admittance to the 
city. The recollection of their ſufferings 


in the ſiege ſuppreſſed every ſentiment of 
humanity and compaſſon in the breaſts of 


the conquerors, Who threw many of the 
Jews from the top of the fort; others who 
lad courage to offer reſiſtance were either 
preſſed to death by the immenſe croud of 
the enemy, or forced down precipices, and 
killed by the ruins that fell from above. 
Many of Joſeph's particular friends being 
unwilling that the Romans ſhould acquire 


the reputation of taking away their lives, 


* 


| 
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they died by the hands of each other. 


Such of the guards who firſt obſerved 


the city to be taken; fled to a turret towards 
the north, where they were attacked by 
the enemy, againſt hom they for ſome 
time made a good defence; but bein op- 
preſſed by numbers, they offered to capitu- 
late : their propoſals, however, were re- 
jected, and they died with great reſolutioti. 


| The Romans might have valued themſelves 


on gaining the victory without the loſs of 
blood on their fide, had it not been for the 


treacherouſly murdered in the following dered. 
[| Manner : a number of Jews having fled for 
[| refuge to the caves; one of them called to 


Antony for quarter; the centurion imme- 
diately ſtretched forth his right hand, thereby 
indicating his complianee, when the Jew 
baſely ſtabbed him in the groin with a 
dagger, and cauſed his death. Docs bom 


the ſubterraneous and other ſecret places for 


= 


whole number of Jews fliin amounted to 
forty thouſand, and the priſonets were 
twelve hundred. In obedience to the order 
of Veſpaſian the caſtles were burnt, and 
the city was entirely laid in ruins. The 
Romans became maſters of Jotapata'on the 
firſt day of the month Panemus*, in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Nero. 


CHA F.ONyv. 
Foſeph diſcovered in a cavern; He ſurren- 


on the guilt of ſuicide. They draw lots 
for their lives, Toſeph ordered into cloſe 
confinement. He has a private interview 
with Veſpaſian. He predifts the ſucceſſion 
of Veſpafian and Titus. A prophecy 
confirmed, : es; . 

ARTLY induced by perſonal enmity, 
and partly by an officious zeal to in- 
gratiate themſelves into the favour of their 
general, the Romans aſſiduouſly employed 
themſelves in ſearching every part of the 
country, where it ſeemed probable. that a 
man might be concealed, and among the 
carcaſſes of the ſlain, in order to find Jo- 
ſeph, either dead or living. It was Joſeph's 
| fortune to eſcape through the midit of his 
enemies, and to find a deep pit, having a 
paſſage leading to a ſpacious cayern, where- 
in he found- forty diſtinguiſhed Jews had 
taken ſanctuary, having a. ſupply of the 
neceſſaries of life ſufficient for ſeveral days. 
The enemy being in poſſeſſion of the whole 
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7 | adjacent 


retired to a femote part of the eityy where 


fate of Antony, a centurion, Who was Antony niurs 


| Every-Jew who was met by the Romans Forty thous 
on that day was put to death; and during nd Jews 
lome following days they carefully ſearched ln. 


the ſurvivors, all of whom, excepting wo- 
men and children, they deſtroyed, The 


aers, and expoſtulates With his companions | 
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Joſeph be- 
trayed by a 
woman, 


Joſeph alive. 


\ conſequently verſed in the writings of the 


left his retreat only by night, with a view to 


immediately upon which Veſpaſian diſ- 
bunes, authorifing them to aſſure Joſeph, 


he ſhould experience a kind and honoura- 
titled him to puniſhment rather than re- 
Veſpaſian's word of honour, and therefore 
ſeph. Nicanor expoſtulated with Joſeph, 
quered; that ſo far from entertaining an 
and other eminent virtues ; that the Roman 


views, ſince he condeſcended to propoſe 
terms to a man who was already ſubject to 


miſſion. | 
ance; which ſo enraged the Roman ſol- 


wherein the Almighty 
the ſucceſs and grandeur which the Ro-| 


- which ſhould oppreſs the Jews. Joſeph 
poſſeſſed a remarkable faculty of interpret- 


ſigning myſelf to thy providence, conſent 
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adjacent country, Joſeph judged it unſafe, 


to venture abroad by day, and therefore he 


diſcover if there remained a probability of 
effecting an eſcape : but finding the guard 


extremely vigilant, he returned to the ca- 


vern, deſpaiting of ſucceſs. Upon the 
third day, he was betrayed by a woman; 


patched Paulinus and Gallanicus, two tri- 
that, on condition of his leaving his retreat, 


ble reception. Conſcious that the injuries 
the Romans had ſuſtained at his hands en- 


ward, Joſeph deemed it unſafe to rely on 
declined the propoſal. Hereupon, Veſpa- 


fian ſent another tribune, named Nicanor, 
the ancient friend and acquaintance of Jo- 


repreſenting the generolity and benevolence 
of the Romans towards thoſe they con- 


enmity towards him, they highly eſteemed 
him as being a man of ſingular intrepidity 


general muſt indiſputably have favourable 


his power. © Can you imagine, ſaid Ni- 
canor, that Veſpaſian would employ a friend 
in an office of treachery ; or that I would 
accept from him ſo diſhonourable a com- 
” Joſeph ſtill declined a compli- 


diers that they would have ſet fire to the 


cave, but Veſpaſian prevented them by re- | 


preſenting that he was determined to take 
Nicanor continued his en- 
deavours to prevail upon Joſeph, and the 


rage and menaces of the ſoldiers became| 


more violent in proportion to the increaſe 
of their numbers. Certain dreams now 
occurred to the recollection of Joſeph, 
had communicated 


mans ſhould experience, and the miſeries 


ing dreams, and of explaining many things 
which the Lord had been pleaſed to ſignity 
under the veil of myſtery. Being himſelf 
a prieſt, and of the ſacerdotal line, he was 


holy prophets. At this inſtant, as if poſ- 
ſeſſed with the divine ſpirit, he perfectly 
recollected, in due order, the ſeveral viſions 


he had ſeen: and he thus rapturouſly ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to Heaven: Bleſſed and 
Almighty God! Since it is thy pleaſure to 
terminate the proſperity of the Jews, and 
exalt-the people of Rome, I, humbly re- 
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country, but as the 


pronounce, that! act not as a traĩtor to my 
miniſter of thy graci- 
ous pleaſure.“ 0 7 bn 


Joſeph's determination to ſutrrender, ſo 


gainſt him, they unſheathed their ſwords, 
telling him inſtantly to fall upon his own 
weapon, and die in a manner worthy the 


| general of the Jews, or they would put 


him to death. Apprehending that they 
might carry their threats into execution, 
and finding his aſſociates reſolutely deter- 
mined to deſtroy themſelves, rather than 
become ſubje& to the Romans, Joſeph ad- 
dreſſed to them a diſcourſe, wherein he co- 
piouſly expatiated on the horrid guilt of 
ſuicide : but, inſtead of appealing, his ar- 
guments provoked them to a greater extra- 
vagance of rage. 
addreſſed his companions in a ſtile of au- 
thority, called one by his name, took 
another by his hand, and endeavoured to 
engage the attention of the reſt by argu- 
ment and ſuch other means as he conceived 
to be beſt adapted for obtaining the, end he 
had in view. Thus, by a ſingular addreſs 
in applying to the various humours and 
diſpoſitions of his companions, did Joſeph 


[avert the danger that threatened him. Not- 


withſtanding the rage to which the Jews 


| were tranſported, When they attempted to 


put their threats in execution, their eſteem 
and veneration of their general revived, and 


their weapons dropt from their uplifted” 


hands. . | 2 
Joſeph conducted himſelf with great tem- 
per and judgment, and, reſting his hopes 
on the providence of Heaven, he thus ad- 
dreſſed his companions : Since you are 


determined to die, let it be decided by 
caſting, lots, who ſhall firſt loſe his life; They draw 


lots for their 
8. 


and by this method let every man's fortune 
be known; ſo ſhall we avoid ſelf-murder, 


and die by the hands of each other.“ This 


propoſal was joy fully accepted, and preſent- 
ly carried into execution; Joſeph's compa- 
nions derived great ſatis faction from the 
conſideration of dying in company with 
their general; to ſhare a common fate with 
him being an event that of all others they 


moſt anxiouſly defired. _ _ 

The perſons to whom the lots had fallen 
being ſucceſſively put to death, it happened, 
either through accident, or the care of Pro- 
vidence, that Joſeph was one of the onl 
two ſurviving men: he expoſtulated with 
his companion, and, at length, prevailed 
on him to decline the reſolution of dying, 
engaging himſelf to provide for his ſafety. 

Being relieved from the extremity to 
which he was reduced by the Romans on 


one hand, and by his own countrymen on 
5 > the 
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Iso jo 


to live, and ſurrender my perſon to the Joſeph ws, 
Romans; but; before thy ſacred throne |] "inſt 


exaſperated his companions, that, "after, 
diſcharging the moſt bitter execrations alen of 


Thus ſituated, Joſeph 


Omanz. 


es. 


live 


oſeph and 
es wb {uſe 
vive. 
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the other, Joſeph ſurrendered to Nicanor, 


who conducted him to Veſpaflan. Great 
numbers of people aſſembled to behold the 
priſoner appear before the Roman general. 
Some rejoiced in his captivity, ſome re- 

roached him with the utmoſt ſeverity, and 
others called for public juſtice to be exe- 


- cated upon'the enemy to the ſtate of Rome. 


Notwithſtanding the inveterate hatred which 
the Roman generals had harboured againſt 


him in his captivity : but Titus was moſt 
particularly affected; for on account of his 
advanced age, and the unconquerable dig- 
nity of his mind, he entertained a great 
veneration for Joſeph; whoſe former ele- 
vated ſtation, and preat exploits, and the 
humiliating fitnation to which he was now 
reduced, he maturely confidered, and then 

roceeded to reflect on the chance of war, 
and the mutability of human affairs. Thoſe 
who heard Titus, approved and adopted his 
ſentiments, which materially contributed 
to the preſervation of Joſeph, by influencing 


| Veſpaſian in his favour. 


Veſpaſian intimated a deſign of ſending 
Joſeph to Nero, and ordered him into cloſe 


confinement ; © whereupon he "requeſted a 


k the ſuc ; 
MON of 


rivate audience with the Roman general, 
who ordered all perſons preſent, except the 
captive, Titus, and two friends, to quit-the 
apartment. Joſeph now addrefled the ge- 


ph fore- neral to the following effect: You be- 


hold me, Sir, your priſoner, and perhaps 


ifanand conſider me in no other character; but be 
oy the aſſured that I am authoriſed by the Al- 


mighty to impart to you a matter of the 
higheſt. importance. Had I not been thus 


commiſſioned, I ſhould have acted con- 


ſiſtently with the character of a Jewiſh ge- 
neral, and have died, rather than have ſub- 
mitted to be made a priſoner. Since Veſ- 
paſian is ſo near ſucceeding to the imperial 
dignity, which, upon his deceaſe, will de- 
volve to his ſon Titus, it 1s not neceſlary to 
ſend me to Nero. Let me be kept a pri- 
ſoner, and guarded with unremitting cir- 


cumſpection : and if it ſhall appear, that | 


I have made uſe of the ſacred name of the 
Almighty with any views to impoſition, 


you will perform an act of juſtice in fub- | 


jecting me to the utmoſt ſeverity of puniſh- 
meat, 28: een © 

At ' firſt, Veſp 
Joſeph had ſaid as a mere fiction; but 1 
experiencing certain impulſes, and conſider- 
ing other indications correſponding with 
what he had heard, his doubts gradually 
ſubſided, and he gave full confidence to the 
prediction. One of the perſons permitted 
to be preſent at the interview, ſaid to Joſeph, 
that ſince he pretended tv a knowledge of 


* future events, he requeſted to be informed 


how it had happened that he was ignorant 


of the approaching deſtruction of Jotapata, | 


aſian looked upon what 


| _ 
and of his own captivity. -. To this Joſeph A prediaion 
replied, that he had predicted to the inha- fan by Jo- . 


bitants that the town would be conquered 
and deſtroyed on the forty-ſeventh day of 
the fiege, and himſelf would be made a pri- 
ſoner. Hereupon, Veſpaſian cauſed ſecret 
enquiry to be made amongſt the Jewiſh 
priſoners, and they fully confirmed every 
particular that Joſeph had aſſerted, Which 


induced him to judge 1 f. f 
Joſeph, they now tenderly compaſſionated o judge more favourable of 


what had been foretold teſpecting himſelf. 
Joſeph continued to be guarded with the 
greateſt circumſpeCtion : but the irkſome- 


neſs of confinement was in ſome degree 


relieved by his being allowed every accom- 
modation and convenience, and the parti- 
cular reſpe& and kindneſs that he received 
from Titus. "Ys 
| Veſpafian returned to Ptolemais on the 
fourth of the month Panemus, and thence 


proceeded to Cæſarea, on the ſea-coaſt; 


| which is the moſt conſiderable city of Ju- 


dea, The majority of the inhabitants being 
Greeks, Veſpaſian's army met with a chear- 
ful reception ; for they held the Romans in 


high eſtimation, and were ſuch inveterate 


enemies to the Jews, that Veſpaſian was 
ſolicited in the moſt importunate manner 
to ſacrifice the life of Joſeph to their deſire 
of vengeance. - Veſpaſian diſmiſſed the pe- 
tition without an anſwer, deeming it the 
act of an inconſiderate and outrageous mul- 
titude. 5 

Cæſarea is extremely hot in ſummer, but 
being temperate in the winter, and ſituated 
upon a plain adjacent to the ſea, Veſpaſian 
judged it to be a convenient place for win- 
ter-quarters, and therefore appointed two 
legions to remain there; and, that he might 
not overburthen the city, he ſent the fifth 
and tenth legions to Scythopolis. 


CHAP; XV. 


Veſpafian takes Joppa. A violent tempeſt, 
The conquered city fortified. The Fevos 
loudly exclaim againſt Foſeph. 


Great concourſe of people, compoſed 

of revolters from the Romans, and 
fugitives from the conquered cities of the 
Jews, had now aſſembled, and were em- 
ployed in rebuilding Joppa, which had 
been deſtroyed by Ceſtius. The banditti 
being unable to procure the means of ſub- 
ſiſtence, on account of the deſolate ſtate 
in which Ceſtius had left the coun- 
try, conſtructed a number of veſſels for 
the purpoſe of perpetrating robberies on 
the ſea ; and by their practices they proved 
a great obſtruction to commerce on the 
Syrian, Phœnician, and Egyptian coaſts, 
Being appriſed of their proceedings, Vel-- 


ed. 


— 


paſian diſpatched a body of cavalry and in- Joppa taken. 


fantry to Joppa, where they found but lit- 


tle difficulty in gaining : admittance. by 


884 


Deſcriptionof Though Joppa is a fea-coaſt town, it 


that city, 


A furious 
tempeſt. 


ber of the veſſels ſunk. During this vio- 
lent contention of the elements, the noiſe 


the lamentations and out-cries of the mi- 


The country 
laid in waſte. 


The caſtle 
tortified. 


thrown againſt the rocks, or daſhed againſt | 
each other, were broken to pieces. 
who by dint of rowing endeavoured to 
eſcape. being foundered, by keeping the 
open ſea, were toſſed upon the mountainous 
billows, and then precipitated into the 
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night. Being thrown into a general con- 


ſternation by this ſurpriſe, the inhabitants 


fled to their veſſels, and remained that night 
at fea, beyond the reach of the enemy's 
weapons. | 


has no port; the ſhore is exceedingly craggy 


and ſteep ; a pointed rock ſtands on each | 


fide of the town, projecting a confiderable 
ſpace into the ſea; thefe rocks forming a 
kind of creſcent, occafion ſo violent an 
agitation of the fea, when the wind prevails, 
that a more dangerous ſituation for ſhipping 
cannot be imagined. Here is the impreſ- 
ſion of Andromeda's chain; which is ſup- 
poſed to have been cut in the rock, with a 
view of giving credibility to the ancient 
fable. | 5 


people of the country the black north, 
aroſe, and cauſed the molt terrible tempeſt 
that had been known. The veſſels of thoſe 
that had eſcaped from Joppa, by being 


Some, 


rofound abyſs of waters, and a great num- 


occaſioned by the daſhing of the veſſels, and 


ſerable ſufferers, were terrifying beyond de- 
ſeription. Many of the people were waſhed 
over-board by the waves, and either drowned 
or daſhed to pieces againſt the rocks; others 
fell upon their ſwords ; and numbers other- | 
wiſe periſhed on board the wrecks. The 


water was coloured with the blood of the || 


deceaſed, whoſe carcaſſes were diſperſed 
upon the coaſt. During this ſhocking 


ſcene, the Roman ſoldiers waited to deſtroy || 
thoſe who ſhould be driven on ſhore alive. 


It is computed that the number of bodies 


driven on ſhore was four thouſand two 
hundred. 


Having gained an eaſy poſſeſſion of Jop- | 


place 


pa, the Romans ſoon reduced the 
entirely to ruins. It was the fate of this 


city to be twice ſubjected to the Roman 
Leſt Jop- 


power in a ſhort ſpace of time. 
pa ſhould again become a receptacle for 
pirates, Veſpaſian fortified the caſtle, and 


eſtabliſhed a garriſon therein ſufficient for 
its defence: he alſo left a ſtrong body of 
horſe, with orders to ſet fire to and deſtroy || 


the towns and villages, and lay waſte the 
adjacent country ; and theſe orders were 
punctually executed. 


A report prevailed in Jeruſalem reſpect- 
ing the fate of Joſeph : but it was deemed 
too improbable to be founded in facts, not 


— 
* 


ö 


| 
; 


| 


ſuppoſition of his being deceaſed. 
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give it credibility : for the maſſacre was ſo 
general, that not a man of Jotapata remain. 
ed to convey to Jeruſalem intelligence of 
the important loſs the Jewiſh nation had 
ſuſtained. However, in a ſhort time the 
news was not only credited, but aggravated 
by a rumour that Joſeph was among the 
number of the flaip, which proved the 
ſource of infinite affliction to the people of 


The 
funeral ſolemnities in honour of Joſeph 


were continued without intermiſſion for 


the ſpace of forty days, and no expence was 


| ſpared on the occaſion. 
At break of day, the wind called by the 


When the report of Joſeph's death was 


found to be premature, and that he was in 
high eſteem among the Romane, and fo 


far from being treated as a flave, honoured 


by Veſpaſian, with every poſſible mark of 


reſpect and diſtinction, the moſt inveterate 
hatred took place of the regret and vene- 
ration they had expreſſed while under the 


public indignation was ſo general 


and a coward, who had infamouſly deſerted 
the cauſe of his country. | 


A prudent and wiſe man 
vantage from a preſent misfortune, by ma- 


enabled to guard againſt ſimilar events: 


_ 


it is their diſpoſition to perſevere in error, 
and conſequently increaſe their afflictions. 


CHAP, XVI, 


encamps within fight of the inſurgents. 
| | Through the mediation of King Agrippa, 
Veſpafian pardons the people of Tiberias. 
N conſequence of an invitation from 
king Agrippa, Veſpaſian departed from 


their allegiance. 


being ſupported by authority ſufficient to 
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will derive ad- 
king it a precaution whereby he may be 


but when theſe people are in the wrong, 


King Agrippa entertams Veſpafian and his 
army. Upon the revolt of Tarichea and 
Tiberias, Titus leads forth an army, and 


Cæſarea upon the ſea-coaſt for Cæſarea 
Philippi, where, with his whole army, he 
was entertained for the ſpace of twenty 
days; during which time, by feaſtings and 
rejoicings, he gave thanks to the Almighty 
for his victories and various other bleſſings. 
Agrippa had invited Veſpaſian into his 
country partly from motives of generoſity 
and affection, and partly from the hope that 
| through his means the mal-contents of his News of 
kingdom would be compelled to return to 


Jeruſalem. Private individrals were la- j,,, .. 
mented by their reſpective friends and re. to be fu 
lations ; but the mourning for Joſeph was 


N 


and uniye 
ſal 


univerſal, his ſuppoſed death being confi. ed. 
dered as a public and irreparable loſs. 


Y lameq 


Joſeph hay 
much hatre 
when they 


| The found him 
and vie- "ga 
x credit with 
lent, that there was not a man in Jeruſalem the Rena 
who did not vent the moſt bitter execrations 


| againſt Joſeph, upbraiding him as a traitor 


berias an 
6 Tarichea, 
Upon learning that Ta- tha: theo 
richea had actually revolted, and that Tibe- 
rias was diſpoſed to a like conduct Veſpa- velled. 


iin 


1s wWaverw 
and the otl 


n (ome 
0p6 do 


Fnabris, 
(hin light 
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Nubopolis. 3 
Ne ampshood of Tiberias. 


"rebels, in that city, he advanced about thir 


flan judged that a more favourable-oppor- 
tunity would ſcarcely occur for manifeſting 
the great eſteem he entertained towards the 
king; and therefore' he determined to lead 
an army againſt the refraory cities, both 
of which were dependencies on the king- 
dom of Agrippa. He diſpatched his ſon 
Titus to Cæſarea, with orders to lead the 


jſut or- troops quartered in that city to Scythopo- 


lis, the moſt conſiderable town in the canton 
of Decapolis, and ſituated in the neighbour- 
Veſpaſian haſtened to 
Scythopolis, and upon the arrival of Titus 
fur- 
longs from Tiberias, and encamped, within 
ſight of the enemy, at a place called Enna- 
bris. 

The general now diſpatched a captain; 
named Valerian, attended by a company 
of fifty horſe, to expoſtulate with the in- 
ſurgents, and endeavour to reſtore them to 
obedience. When he had nearly reached 


the town, Valerian diſmounted his horſe, 


e faction 
bills upon 

derian by 
| prize, 


li: inſtance 


Pa, 


Wont, 


to revolt. 


and ordered his followers to do the ſame, 
thereby intimating, that he came not with 
a hoſtile deſign. The rebels, who were 
headed by the chief of a band of robbers, 
named Jeſus; the fon of Tobias, without 
permitting him to ſpeak, furiouſly attacked 
Valerian, who, with five of his people 
eſcaped on foot, and their horſes being 
ſeized by Jeſus and his aſſociates, they were 
led into the town with as much parade as 


if they had been trophies obtained in a fair 


and honourable war. r 
The conduct of Jeſus and his aſſociates 
proved highly offenſive to all the conſi- 
derate people of the town, who apprehend- 
ing the enemy would ſeek revenge, under 
the countenance and conduct of king Agrip- 
pa, they repaired to the Roman camp, and 
umbliag themſelves before the general, 
ſupplicated his forgiveneſs ; that he would 


not aſcribe the offences of certain indivi- | 


duals to the people at large; and conclud- 
ing with urging; that puniſhment might be 
inflicted upon the guilty: Though greatly 
offended by the inſult offered to Valerian, 
and the ſeizure of the horſes, through the 


fan, at mediation of Agrippa, Veſpaſian granted 


the requeſt of the petitioners. Deeming it 


pardons the unſafe to remain longer in Tibefias, Jeſus 


and his aſſociates eſcaped to Tarichea, 
The following day, Trajan, with a com- 
pany of cavalry, was diſpatched to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the caſtle, and diſcover whether 
the inhabitants of Tiberias ſeemed diſpoſed 
Upon learning that the people 
were likely to adhere to their allegiance, 
Veſpaſian marched his whole army towards 
the city, and being met on the way by the 


inhabitants, they teſtified their approbation | 


by loud plaudits, hailing him as their be- 
nefactor and protector, and accompanying 
him to the town, the gates of which were 
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thrown open to give his troops admittance; 

The gates not being wide enough to admit 

the army with convenience, the general | 
ordered a part of the ſouth wall to be beaten N 
down; and he enjoined his ſoldiers not to Goes. 
offer the leaſt injury or inſult to the peo- Neſpaſan 
ple of the town, on the penalty of very Wa | 
ſevere puniſhment. Veſpaſian's regard for and is receiv: 
Agrippa induced him to be thus favourable nh 08s. 
to the inhabitants, and to do no farther 


injury to the wall of the eity. 
CHAP. XVII 


Account of Tarichea. Jeſus and his com- 
panions aſſault the proneers, and greatly 
damage the Roman works. The Romans 
purſue the Jeu, who take ſhipping. + 
Titus diſperſes the Jews, and orders veſ- 


ſels to be conſtructed for purſuing them. 


H AVING departed from Tiberias, 

1 Veſpaſian encamped his army be- 

tween that city and Tarichea ; and con- 

ceiving that the intended fiege would oc- 

cupy a conſiderable time, he fortified the 

camp by erecting a wall. Tarichea, like 
Tiberias, is ſituated upon a mountain, and 

Joſe ph had conſtructed a wall encompaſſing 

it on every ſide, except on that where it is 

fortified by the lake of Genneſareth; and 

the circuit of this wall was nearly equal to 

that of Tiberias. Nature*and art had con- 
tributed. to render the place exceedingly 

ſtrong; and it was inhabited by the moſt ꝓue grength 
deſperate of the revolters. At the com- and fitvation 
mencement of the inſurrection, the people f Triebes. 
collected great quantities of proviſions, and 

being ſufficiently provided with men and 

money, they were under little apprehenſion 

of being ſubdued. They had a numerous 

fleet of armed veſſels on the lake, in which 

they meant to embark, in cale of being re- 

pulſed on ſhore: | . 

Jeſus and his aſſociates, regardleſs of the 
force aud diſcipline of the enemy, made a 
violent aſſault upon them, while they were 
employed in forming intrenchments and 
other fortifications, and diſperſed the pio- 
neers, and did conſiderable injury to the 
Roman works. The Romans purſued them 
to the lake, where they took ſhipping, and 
having proceeded beyond the reach of the 
Roman darts and arrows, they caſt anchor, 
and ranged their veſſels in order of battle. 

In the interim, Veſpaſian received intel- 
ligence that a great number of the Jews had 
aſſembled on a plain adjacent to the city; 
in conſequence whereof he diſpatched a 
body of iix hundred chofen cavalry, under 
the command of his ſon, to make diſcove- 
ries Titus marched to reconnoitte the 
fituation of the Jews, and finding them to 
be much more numerous than the troops 
under his command, he ſent intelligence 


1 


- "thereof 
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thereof to Veſpaſian. Though many of 


the troops under Titus were greatly alarmed 
by the ſuperior force of the ſews, the ma- 
Jority of them ſtill: preſerved an undaunted 
reſolution; and this being obſerved by Ti- 
tus, he repaired to an eminence, that he 
might be more diſtinctly heard, and ad- 
dreſſed to his ſoldiers a diſcourſe, calcula- 
ted to animate them with courage, and he 
concluded with obſerving, that they would 


find their advantage in fighting cloſe, in- 


ſtead of maintaining the encounter at a dif: 
tance. The ardour of heroiſm with which 
the ſews were inſpired by the addreſs from 
Titus, received ſome abatement upon the 
arrival of Trajan with a reinforcement of 
four hundred cavalry. 

Antonius Silo was at the ſame time diſ- 
patched. by Veſpaſian with orders to lead a 
body of two thouſand archers to occupy a 
mountain facing the town, and aſſault the 
Jews who were appointed to defend the 
walls; and this order was punctually ob- 
ſerved. Being defirous of rendering his 
army more formidable in appearance than 
it was in reality, Titus arranged his men 
in a line anſwering the front of the enemy's 


forces; and he himſelf made the firſt aſ- 


A violent 
faction in the 
ay. - 


fault, being followed by his people with 
loud exultations and military ſhouts. The 
Jews, who were aſtoniſhed at the intrepid 
manner of the charge, made a faint reſiſt- 
ance; but being ſoon thrown into diſorder, 
many were beaten down and trampled to death 
by the cavalry, and others fled towards the 
city. The fugitives were cloſely purſued 
by the Romans, who, through the ſwift- 
neſs of their horſes, being enabled to attack 
them again in front, drove back many who 
were endeavouring to take refuge within the 
walls. Great numbers were ſlain, and but 
tew, if any, eſcaped, excepting thoſe who 
were ſo fortunate as to get into the city. 

At this period a violent inſurrection took 
place between the natives of Tarichea, and 
the ſtrangers who inhabited the city. The 
natives urged that they had ever been averſe 
to engaging in the war: but the advantage 
gained by the Romans was the principal 
cauſe of their diſcontent; 
of whom there were great numbers, oppo- 
ſed the citizens in the moſt outrageous man- 
ner. Titus being near the wall, ſoon un- 


derſtood that outrage and diſſention pre- 


vailed in the town, and determining to take 
advantage of fo favourable an opportunity, 
he addreſſed himſelf to them to the follow- 
ing effect; ©* Let us not delay, my friends 
and fellow- ſoldiers, to purſue the advantage 
that Providence has given us over our ene- 
mies. The clamours which now prevail in 
the city, plainly indicate a domeſtic war, 
and that thoſe who eſcaped our vengeance 


are now diſpoſed to effect the deſtruction of 


The ſtrangers, | 


each other. Victory mult infallibly be ours | 


* 1D - 
if we are quick in determination and reſo. 
hate in action. Let us attempt the enter.. 
prize before the deſperate ſituation of the 


Jews reſtores them to unanimity. 


but rather perform the exploit ourſelves 
than admit ſharers in the honour and profit 
of the victory. 


Having thus ſpoken, Titus mounted his u 


horſe, and being followed by his troops, 


was the firſt man who entered the city. 80 
aſtoniſhed were the Jews at the intrepid 
behaviour of Titus, that they had not 
power to offer the leaſt obſtruction to his 
progreſs. Jeſus and his aſſociates eſcaped 
into the fields; ſome of the people fled to- 
wards the lake, and fell into the power of 
the Romans, others were ſlain while endea-' 
vouring to get into their veſſels, and many 
were drowned in the attempt to fave them- 
ſelves by ſwimming. Some reſiſtance was 
made by the ſtrangers who were not able to 
eſcape with Jeſus, but the natives of the 
town readily yielded to the Romans, from 
whom they expected favour, from the con- 
ſideration that they had diſapproved of en- 
gaging in the war, and been compelled to 
take up arms. | 


The faction being ſubdued, Titus granted 
quarter to the natives of Tarichea. The 


inſurgents who had embarked on the lake, 
proceeded to as great a diſtance as they poſ- 
ſibly could from the enemy. Titus diſ- 


patched intelligence of the enterprize to 
Veſpaſian, to whom it afforded great ſatis- 


faction ; for the reduction of Tarichea was 
conſidered as a moſt material point towards 
the termination of the war in favour of 
the Romans. Titus now ordered a guard to 
iaveſt the city, leſt any of the Jews ſhould 
effect an eſcape : and he went to the lake of 


Genneſareth on the following day, and 


commanded a number of veſſels to be con- 
ſtructed for the purpoſe of purſuing thoſe 
who had made a retreat by water. There 
being a great number of workmen and a 
plentiful ſupply of materials, the veſſels 
were completed in a few days. 


C H A P. XVII. 
The lake of Genneſareth deſcribed. The 
ſpring and courſe of the Jordan. The lands 
adjacent to Genneſareth. Account of the 
fountain of Capernaum. 
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Let us 
not wait for the arrival of reinforcements, 


the town by 
rode with great ſpeed to that quarter of the ite lake, 4 


2 5 t 
town which is towards the lake; and he Leys 


itus ente 


e 
enver, 


HE length of the lake of Genneſa- PL 
reth is an hundred furlongs, and it Geaneſuel 


is forty furlongs in breadth. It lies upon 
a fine gravel, and there is no river, or even 
fountain water more conſtantly tranquil, 
or more conveniently to be drawn. The 
nature of the water is ſo cold, that it will 


Foe receive warmth by being expoſed to the 


{un, 
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ſun, even in the moſt intenſe heat of ſum- 
mer. It is remarkably agreeable to the 
palate, and in no degree partakes of the 
quality of mooriſh waters, either in reſpect 
of the colour or taſte. The lake derives its 
name, from the country by which it is en- 
vironed. It abounds in a great variety of 
fith, differing materially, both in formation 
and taſte, from what are to be found in any 
other waters, 
pe bead of The river Jordan interſects the middle of 
We" the lake of Genneſareth. The Jordan * has 
| been ſuppoſed to take its riſe at Panion ; 
but the fact is that it is conveyed to Panion 
by a ſubterraneous paſſage, and that the 
ſource of it is Phiala, ſo called from its 
figure being round ; and it is ſituated an 
hundred and twenty furlongs from Cæſarea, 
a little towards the right-hand, and at no 
great diſtance from the road to Trachonitis. 
The waters of the Phiala are ſo conſtantly 
on a level with the margin, that they are 
never to be obſerved either to decreaſe or 
overflow. The head of the Jordan was 
unknown till the time of Philip, the te- 
trarch of Trachonitis, who found that 
ftraws, which he had caſt into Phiala, were 
conveyed to Panion, which had before been 
univerſally deemed the ſource of the Jordan. 
Panion is delightfully ſituated ; and its na- 
tural beauties have been improved in a moſt 
magnificent manner by the bounty of king 
Agrippa. The river croſſes the fens of the 
lake of Semechonitis, and after running an 
hundred and twenty furlongs, paſſes under 
the city of Julias, interſects the lake of 
Genneſareth, and directing its courſe a con- 
ſiderable way into the deſert, is received by 
the lake of Aſphaltitis. 

The lands ſurrounding the lake of Gen- 
neſareth are ſo ſurpriſingly fertile, and fitu- 
ated in ſo favourable a climate, that palms, 
nuts, figs, olive- trees, and many other arti- 
cles, ſeeming to require a very different tem- 
perature of air, flouriſh there in the higheſt 
perfection. The natural advantages of the 
country receive every poſſible improvement 
from the inhabitants, who cultivate the 
grounds with remarkable ſkill and induſtry. 
This place ſeems to be the ſpot where nature 
molt delights in reconciling contradictions, 
and where the ſeaſons contend which ſhall 
be productive of the greateſt bounties. For 
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ten ſucceſſive months, grapes and figs 

abound in the higheſt perfection, as does 

a ſtrange variety of other moſt excellent 

Te fountain fruits during the whole year. In this coun- 

of „ try flows a delightful cryſtalline fountain, 
s called Capernaum by the inhabitants of the 
country, which many believe to be a ſmall 

branch of the river Nile, on account of its 


producing a certain ſpecies of fiſh, which is 


* Many aſſert that the Jordan has two ſources, 
one called Jor, and the other Dan. Vide Notus upon 


Steph. Byz. by Berkelius. | 
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found in no other part of the globe, 
in Alexandria. 


excepting 
We ſhall conclude our ac- 
count of this country with ſaying, that its 
length extends along the lake thirty ſtadia; 
and that it is twenty ſtadia in breadth. 


CH AP NIX. 


Veſpaſian embarks upon the lake, and con- 


quers the fugitive Feu. He condemns - 
a number of priſoners to death, and others 
to flavery. | 


HE veſlels being prepared, Veſpaſian 
embarked in purſuit of the Jews who 
had eſcaped on the lake of Genneſareth. 
The fugitives had now no probable view of 
eſcaping the vengeance of the enemy ; for 
the ſhore being wholly occupied by the Ro- 
mans, they could not diſembark without 
meeting inevitable deſtruction, and beſides 
being too ſinall, their boats were ſo ſlightly 
built and manned that they could not expect 
to prove victorious in a naval engagement. 
The Jews endeavoured to annoy their ad- 
verſaries by caſting ſtones, and by other 
means, which proved equally ineffectual ; 
for the weapons they diſcharged ſerved only 
to cauſe a noiſe by meeting the veflels or 
arms of the, Romans, who were well de- 
fended againſt every aſſault they could make: 
when they attempted a cloſe encounter, they 
were either put to death by the ſword, or 
their veſſels overſet, and the men drowned. 
Some of the Romans fought at a diſtance, 


and made great havoc with their darts and 


arrows; others boarded the veſſels of the 
Jews, and cut the men to pieces with their 
words. Several of the Jewiſh boats were 


conquered by being encloſed within the two 


diviſions of the Roman fleet. Such as at- 
tempted to ſave themſelves by ſwimming 
were put to death by lances and darts, or 
ſunk by being over-run by the Roman veſ- 
ſels : and thoſe who were urged by deſpair 
to attempt ſaving themſelves by getting on 
board the enemy's fleet, had their hands or 
heads inſtantly ſevered from their bodies. 

At length, the Jews were driven to ſuch The miſera- 
extremity that they preſſed into the middle ks Tens 
of the Roman fleet, in order 'to get on ; 
ſhore : horror and deſtruction now prevail- 
ed in the greateſt variety of forms : great 
numbers of Jews were killed on the water, 
but the carnage was much more terrible on 
ſhore : the lake was diſcoloured with blood, 
and the banks were covered with the bodies 
of the ſlain. Ina few days the carcaſſes 
putrified, and infected the air to ſuch a 
degree as to tender life almoſt inſupporta- 
ble; and even the Romans lamented the 
barbarity which had produced fo terrible a 
calamity. The Jews who were ſlain when 
the Romans aſſaulted the city, and thoſe 
who periſhed in the naval encounter, a- 
mounted to ſix thouſand and five 8 

e 
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Veſpaſian The engagement being concluded, Veſ- | political neceſſity is oppoſed to obligations 
eee . paſian ſummoned a council of all his prin- 4 of honour, the queſtion ſhould be decided 


. richea ; and placing himfelf upon the tri- 


cipal officers to aſſemble in the city of Ta- 


bunal, he entered upon deliberations as to 
what meaſures were moſt adviſeable to be 
purſued in regard to the ſtrangers. The 
council oppoſed ſhewing mercy to the ſtran- 
gers, urging that they would be dangerous to 
the princes into whoſe dominions they might 
retire, ſince they would indiſputably avail 
themſelves of every opportunity for promoting 
troubles and inſurrections. Veſpaſian was 
convinced that they were unworthy of mer- 
cy, and ſo ſenſible of their abandoned dil- 
poſitions, that he entertained not the leaf 
doubt ot their attempting the deſtruction | 
even of the very people to whom they might 
be indebted for the preſervation of their 
lives : but what means to adopt he was at 
a loſs to determine; for he knew that if he 
put the ſtrangers to death in the city, it 
would prove a circumſtance productive of 
infinite affliction to the natives, who having 
ſurrendered to him, had received his pro- 
miſe of ſhewing favour to his priſoners, The 
council argued that, from the nature ol 
circumſtances, he was under no abſolute 
obligation to obſerve a rigid conformity to 
the condition, and that in matters where 


— — 


by a regard to the publie welfare. Veſpa- 
ſian coincided in opinion with his friends, 
but ſtill determined to proceed in a manner 
that ſhould not irritate the natives of Ta- 
richea, He permitted the ſtrangers to de- 
part, under an injunction of purſuing no 
other road than that leading to Tiberias. 


Without entertaining the leaſt apprehenſion 


that any violence would be offered to their 
perſons or property, they ſet out for Tibe- 
rias; and a great number of Romans were 
ſtationed on the road, leſt any of them 
ſhould eſcape. When they had got within 
reach of the town, the Romans made them 


eee and on the arrival of Veſpaſian, Sentenee 


e ordered them to be confined in the am- E 


phitheatre, and there cauſed ſuch as were 
ſuperannuated, and thoſe who were too 
young to bear arms, to be put to death. 
The numb-r that periſhed on this occaſion 
by the general's order, was twelve hundred. 
He ſent ſix thouſand of the moſi robuſt men 
to Nero, to work upon the Iſtmus; three 


thouſand four hundred were ſold into ſla- 
very; a great number of priſoners were 


ſent to Aprippa, to be diſpoſed of at his 
diſcretion, and they 
king. 


were ſold by that 
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I Camala, 


its lower; and Seleucia is on the lake Se- 


which feed the leſſer, and continue their 
courſe to the greater Jordan, at the foot of | 


revolt, king Agrippa made an alliance with 
the inhabitants of Sogane and Seleucia ; 
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CHAPTER 1: 


The feege of Gamala. The Romans repelled. 4 ſecond attempt upon Gamala: 


<0 FTER the reduction of Jo- 


$ ; tapata, ſeveral cities and towns 
' revolted from the Romans; 
N but upon the conqueſt of Ta- 
DDDDS a Kauer. c. to their 
allegiance; ſo that, excepting Giſchala, and 
the mountain of Itabyr “, all the fortified 
places were now in poſſeſſion of the Ro- 
mans. Gamala joined other places in the 
rebellion; This city ſtands on the lake, 
oppoſite Tarichea, and belongs to the go- 
vernment of Agrippa. 3 
This revolt was followed by that of So- 
gane and Seleucia, they being alſo in the 
province of Gaulanitis. 
upper diſtrict, named Gaulana; Gamala in 


mechonitis, the mooriſh lands on the bor- 
der of which extend to Daphne, the length 
of the lake being ſixty, and its breadth 
thirty furlongs. It is a fine country, but 
particularly remarkable for its ſprings, 


Sogane 1s, in its| 


the golden temple of Jupiter. 
Soon after the commencement of the 


but the people of Gamala refuſed to ac- 
cede to the treaty, relying on the ſtrength 
of the place, which even exceeded that of 
Jotapata. Gamala is built on the cliff of a 
rock riſing from the midit of a high moun- 
tain: it has craggs in the front and back 


* Or Tabor. 


part of it, and took its name from that of 


| a camel, to which it bears a reſemblance ; 


but the ſpelling has been corrupted by time 
and habit. There are deep and inacceſſible 
vallies on its front, and two of its fides : 
but that fide next the mountain would be 
tolerable eaſy of acceſs; only that the in- 
habitants have dug trenches, and thrown u 
tortifications, ſo that it is there little leſs 
acceſſible than on the other ſides: On the 
brow of the hill to the ſouth, the houſes 
are ſo numerous, and hang in ſuch a man- 
ner, as if they would fall into the precipice. 
There is likewiſe a hill of ſo extraordinary 
a height, that it has the appearance of a 
citadel to the valley beneath. Within the 
compals of the city there is alſo a foun- 
tain ; and this comprehends a full deſcrip- 
tion of the place. SOT 
Yet notwithſtanding the place was thus 
fortified by nature, Joſeph thought it a 
point of prudence to build a wall round it, 
and alſo to throw up artificial works, with 
variety of trenches and fortifications, for its 
farther defence. The inhabitants, though 
neither ſo numerous, nor of ſuch a warlike 
diſpoſitions, as thoſe of Jotapata, were more 
ſanguine, from the inacceſſible ſituation of 
their city; conceiving that the difficulties 
of the attack would make amends for the 
deficiency of their numbers; not that the 
place was very ill ſupplied in that reſpect ; 


for it had been a kind of refuge for all forts | 


of revolters. King Agrippa obtained no 
advantage over this place after a fiege of 
ſeven months. Tn 
At this period Veſpaſian removed his 
7 G COTE camp 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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camp from Ammaus, near Tiberias, a place 
which received its name from a fountain 


of hot water, deemed a ſpecific in many 


Veſpaſian ad- diſorders. Having advanced to Gamala, 
vances to Ga» 


pwr he found that he could not regularly ſur- 
round it ; but he placed guards at all the 
avenues which he could reach, and took 
poſſeſſion of the mountain above the city. 
Agreeable to their uſual cuſtom, the Ro- 
mans fortified their camp by building a 
wall, and then entrenched themſelves. The 
tenth legion was employed in levelling the 
ditches and other hollow places, the fifth 
was ſtationed towards the middle of the 
town, and the fifteenth was poſted oppoſite 
a tower on the caſt fide. 
During this ſituation of affairs, king 


Agrippa advanced cloſe to the wall, with a 


view to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to argue 
the people into a right notion of their duty, 
and prevail on them to ſurrender the place: 


King Agrip- but at this juncture he received a violent 


pa hurt with blow on his right elbow by a ſtone from a 
a ſtone from ſling. | | 


A fling. 


with a view of affording him relief; while 
the Romans were highly enraged at the 
barbarity of a people who could act thus 
ſeverely by their prince and countryman, 
and a friend who adviſed them for their 
own welfare ; imagining that they would 
act with ſtill greater ſeverity towards itran- 
gers and enemies; and being animated by 
theſe ſentiments, the ſiege was urged with 
all poſſible vigour. 

Chares and Joſeph, two of the moſt con- 
ſiderable men of the town, conducted the 
defence, and encouraged the people on the 
wall to acts of bravery : but the latter, on 
account of the ſcarcity of water and other 
neceſſaries, were averſe to the contention, 
which they thought could not be main- 
tained for any conſiderable time. The Ro- 
man machines being brought forward, the 
Jews made a flight reſiſtance : but when 
the ſtones and arrows were diſcharged 


| among them, they retired into the town. 
The Romans 


The Romans made three aſſaults upon the 
take Gamala _ ; . , 
by aſfault. Walls with their battering rams. The firſt 
ſhock was bravely ſuſtained by the citizens; 
but being overpowered by numbers, they 
ſought refuge in the higher. parts of the 
towo, where they were purſued by the 
enemy. Driven to deiperation, the Jews 
and are 


turned upon their purſuers, and forcing 
forced out of | 


3 F | 
© acts with them down prectpices, and into narrow 


a terrible loſs, defiles, put great numbers to death. Find- 
ing that the enemy had ſo great an advan- 
tage in the ſituation of the ground they oc- 
cupied, that it would be impoſſible to con- 
tend with them with any proſpect bf ſuc- 
ceſs, thegRomans retreated to the lower 

| houſes, which ſoon became fo crouded, 
that many of them fell under their weight, 
and a great number of the Romans were 


— — 


— — 


His friends inſtantly crouded round him, | 


— 


ing his troops deſtroyed by the ruins of a brarery a 


impelled by Providence; and immediately 


[Book 


buried in the ruins. But a very ſmall 
number of the aſſailants had the good for. 
tune to eſcape. 


Mortified in the higheſt degree at behold- 


MH. 


Veſpaſan 


city of which he had, in a manner, taken feed 
poſſeſſion, Veſpaſian privately repaired to a ” 
ſtation at the upper part of the city ; and 
here, in company only with a few men of 
reſolution, he remained in the moſt diſ- 
treſſed fituation : his ſon Titus being at 
this time on a commiſſion to Mutianus in 
Syria. His ſituation was now ſuch that he 
could not fly, with any regard either to his 
honour or ſafety : wherefore, recollecting 
how magnanimous his paſt conduct had 
been, 2nd determining not to diſgrace it 
by his future actions, he was ſtruck with 
a thought how he might obviate the preſent 
difficulty; a thought that ſeemed rather 
the effect of inſpiration; than the conſe. 
quence of common reſolution: He ſta- 
tioned himſelf, and the few people who 
remained with him, as cloſe to each other 
as they could poſſibly ſtand; and in this 
ſituation, covering themſelves with their 
arms, they were ſecure from all the aſſaults 
of the enemy from above. This ſingular 
reſolution had ſuch an effect on the Jews, 
that they could not help conſidering it as 


became leſs vigorous in their attack, from 
the fear leſty they ſhould oppoſe a Divine 
power. Veſpaſian obſerving that the rage 
of the enemy was abated, he and his com- 
panions retired by degrees, nor turned their 
backs till they had got without the walls 
of the city. On this occaſion great num- 
bers of the Roman officers, as well as of 
the common ſoldiers, were ſlain; and among 
the reſt, Ebutius, a Decadarch, whoſe con- 
duct in life and death was noble, and of 
whoſe courage the Jews had repeated proofs. 
In the above-mentioned conteſt, Gallus, The brave 
a centurion, and ten Syrian ſoldiers, lay of Gallus, 
concealed in a houſe, and while the people OY 
of the family were at ſupper, and in con- 
verſation how they ſhould act with regard 
to the Romans, Gallus and his Syrian 
companions overheard and underſtood all 
they ſaid : in conſequence of which they 
made an attack on them in the night, deſ- 
troyed them all, and retreated to the Ro- 
mans in perfect ſafety. | | 
The Romans had never received a ſeverer 
blow than that in the action above record- 
ed: and Veſpaſian, finding the ſpirits of his 
ſoldiers much depreſſed, endeavoured to re- 
animate their courage, obſerving to them, 
that their late diſcomfiture was to be im- 
uted to the diſadvantageous fituation of 
the ground on which they fought ; and tel- 
ling them, that if they were in any reſpect 
deſerving cenſure, it was for their eagerneſs 


in purſuing the enemy up the town. In 


ſhort 


4 
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lount 


labyr. 


ing. 
ries to be brought to it from the valley. 


erſes the 
Action u pon 


WARS 
ſhort the generals ſpeech revived the mar- 


tial ſpirit of the Roman ſoldiers. 
The people of Gamala exerted themſelves 


5 N 


in repairing the breaches, and in purſuing 


every other neceſſary meaſure for the defence 
of the town ; and the Roman platforms were 
repaired, and made ready for a ſecond at- 
tack. In the mean time, many of 'the 
citizens, fearful of being made priſoners, eſ- 
caped through paſſages ſo intricate, that it 
had been deemed unneceſſary to ſtation 
guards over them; and others concealed 
themſelves in vaults and caverns, where 
they remained in a ſtarving condition, no 


proviſions being diſtributed but to thoſe 


who bore arms. 


C2207: 44 


Placidus diſperſes the inſurgents aſſembled 
upon Mount Itabyr. 


A T Otwithſtanding his other important 
engagements, Veſpaſian diſpatched 
ſix hundred cavalry, under the command 
of Placidus, to diſperſe a tumultuous aſ- 
ſemblage of people upon Mount Itabyr. 
This mountain is ſituated between Scy- 
thopolis and the great plain, and the aſ- 
cent of it is about thirty ſtadia. It is in- 
accefiible on the north ſide, and on its 
ſummit is a plain of twenty furlongs in 
diameter. It is ſurrounded by a wall, 
which, notwithſtanding its extraordinary 
ſize, Joſeph was only forty. days in build- 
He cauſed water and other neceſſa- 


F inding an aſcent of the mountain not 


practicable, Placidus propoſed terms of 


accommodation to the revolters. Here- 
upon a number of them-came down, pre- 
tending a willingneſs to accept his offers ; 
but their real motive was to enſnare, and 


conquer him by ſurpriſe; and it was with 


the ſame view towards them that Placidus 


endeavoured to allure them into the plain. 


At length an attack was begun by the Jews, 
while the forces of Placidus retreated, as 


if intimidated : the Jews purſued them, and 
in the chace diſperſed themſelves all over || 


the plain. At this juncture, Placidus turn- 
ing ſuddenly on them, killed ſeveral, and 


Paidus dif- diſperſed the reſt; but not one of them 
got back to the mountain. Some of the 


inhabitants of Itabyr fled to Jeruſalem ; af- 


ter which the natives being deficient of 
water, ſurrendered the place to Placidus, 


and gave ſecurity for their peaceable con- 
duct, | EDITED 
CHAP --: 
The deſtruftion of Gamala. Titus enters 
the town. A dreadful flaughter. 


F the boldeſt of the Gamalites, great 
numbers were now glad to conceal 


—_ 


| 


OF 


THE JEWS. 


themſelves. Thoſe who were incapable of 


bearing arms were nearly on the poiht of 
periſhing through want of food. The 


| troops, however, continued obſtinately to 


defend the place till the twenty-ſecond day 
of the month Hyperbereteus, when three 
ſoldiers of the fifteenth legion ſecretly re- 
paired to the foot of the higheſt tower; 
near the quarter of the town, where the 
party to which they belonged were ſtati- 
oned, and in'the middle of the night un- 
dermined it unobſerved. Having removed 
five ſtones of immenſe ſize from the foun- 
dation, they haſtily retreated; and the 
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tower fell to the ground with a horrid Th fall of a 


8 tower ſtrik 
noiſe, burying the guards and all who the ne. 


were 1n it under the ruins. 


jacent poſts deſerted their ſtations, and ſome 


| 


the wounded, and nothing 


of them fell into the power of the Romans, 
among whom was a man named Joſeph, 
who was killed by a dart diſcharged from 
a broken wall. The city was thrown into 
as much conſternation as could have enſued 


if the enemy had actually taken poſſeſſion 


of the place. Chares being at this time in 
a bad ſtate of health, the above event ſo 
effected him as in all probability to haſten 
his death. | 

The Romans now entertained the deſign 
of entering the town; but they had ſo great- 


ly ſuffered in their late attempt, that they 


could not immediately determine how to 
act. In the mean time, Titus arrived; 
being greatly diſtreſſed on account of the 
diſaſter the army had experienced in his 
abſence. Having ſelected two hundred of 
his prime cavalry, and a body of infantry, 
he marched into the town without oppoſi- 
tion. 
taking their wives and children with them, 
fled to the caſtle in the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion. Thoſe who could not get into the 
caſtle were put to the (word by the Roman 
ſoldiers. The ſtreets flowed Avith blood; 
nothing was to be heard but the groans of 
to be ſeen 
but death in its moſt horrid forms. ; 

Veſpaſian now drew up his army, in or- 
der to attack the caſtle, which was ſituated 
upon the point of a high and ſteep rock, 
and being ſurrounded with crags and pre- 
cipices, it was almoſt inacceſſible. The 
Romans were equally unable to annoy the 
Jews from below, and to avoid the ſtones 
and other weapons diſcharged from the 
caſtle. But Providence, at length, ſeemed 
to incline in favour of the Romans; for a 
ſtrong wind ariſing, their arrows were 


thereby driven directly upon the Jews, and 
from the ſame cauſe the ſhot of the defen- 
dants took a direction wide of the enemy. 
This guſt of wind, was. ſo powerful, that 
the beſieged were not able to perceive the 
people with whom they had to W 6 
| e 


Alarmed by with a panic 
| this circumſtance, the ſoldiers at the ad- error. 


: TE I Titus enters 
Upon this proceeding, the citizens, ne cliy. 
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of Giſchala 
ſeduced by an 
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The Romins ſoon made themſelves maſters]|| bold and deſperate men; ſtrong from the 
of the mountain, which they immediate- nature of its ſituation, and ſurrounded b 


ly ſurrounded, and in reſentment of their 


A cruel exe - former unſucceſsful attack, put to the ſword 


all the Jews that fell in their way, denying 
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mighty walls; ſo that, on the whole, it 
ſeemed to be almoſt impregnable. Re- 
flecting on theſe circumſtances, Veſpaſian 


quarter even to thoſe that attempted no ||| continued regularly to exerciſe his troops in 


reſiſtance. Driven to deſpair by the hor- 


all the military manccuvres, and uſed his 


ror of their ſituation, numbers of the citi-||{ utmoſt endeavours for keeping thetn in (pi. 


zens caſt themſelves with their wives and 
children down the precipice from the caſ- 


tle; and in this manner about five thou- 


ſand periſhed. The numbers ſlain by the 
Romans was four thouſand. So furiouſly 


enraged were the Romans; that they even 


caſt the infants down the rocks; nor did 
they ſhew mercy to a ſingle perſon that fell 
into their power, except the two daughters 
of the ſiſter of Philip, the friend of Joa- 
kim, a man of diſtinction, and formerly 
one of Agrippa's generals. But theſe ſiſ- 
ters owed their fafety not to the clemency 
of the Romans, but to the good fortune of 
remaining concealed till the carnage had 
ceaſed. The rebellion of Gamala com- 
menced on the twenty-fourth of the month 


Gorpieus, and on the twenty-third of Hy- 


perberetus, the conquelt of that place wa 
effected. 


HAP. IV. 
Titus takes Giſchala, and offers terms 0 
peace, The conqueſt of Galilee completed. 
ISCHALA alone, of the whole 
J province of Gamala, now remained 
unſubdued. The people in general were 
diſpoſed to peace ; moſt of them being 
huſbandmen, and depending on their plan- 
tations : yet there were ſome among them 
of an abandoned diſpoſition, who ſubfiſted 
principally by theft; and even of the citi- 


 zens of the beſt rank there were ſome of a 
tine turn of mind. The principal of | 
thoſe, who chiefly perverted the people, was | 


an impoſtor, named John, the ſon of Levi, 
a man of equal wickedneſs and ſubtilty ; of 


an unſteady, yet ambitious diſpoſition ; 


ſkilful in the promotion of his artful 
ſchemes, devoid of all honour, and fond of 
promoting diſturbances for the advancement) 
of his own intereſt. But for his artifices, it 
is probable that the people would have ſent] 
deputies to treat of an alliance. 4 

At this period Veſpaſian ſent Titus to 


Giſchala with a thouſand cavalry : the tenth, 


legion he diſpatched to Scythopolis, and 


returned himſelf to Cæſarea with the other 
two legions, propofing there to reſt and 


refreſh them, that they might be enabled 
to undertake ſome future enterpriſe. Veſ- 

aſian was aware that the city of Jeruſalem 
would aftord him ample employment, not 
only as it was the capital, and equally po- 
pulous and powerful, but as it was a cuſ- 
tomary place of refuge for diſcontented fu- 


gitives from other places; a nurſery for 


he promiſed them a full pardon, and that 
he would impute all. their improper pro- 
[| ceedings to a too zealous attachment to 
of liberty; adding, that if they perſiſted in 
[attempting to conquer impoſſibilities, they 


rits for executing ſome great achievement. 
Titus took a ſurvey of Giſchala, and 
finding it ill calculated to withſtand an 
aſſault, he reflected that if it ſhould be 
taken by ſtorm, the ſoldiers would in alt 
probability treat the inhabitants as they 
had done thbſe of Gamala, confouding the 
innocent with the guilty: Abhorting the 
|cruelties that had been practiſed, he re- 
volved in his mind, the means of obtaining 
poſſeſſion of the place by treaty. The 
walls of the town were at this time covered 
with ſoldiers, to whom Titus expretied 
himſelf to be aſtoniſhed, that they ſhould 
be fo raſh as to think of reſiſtance, after all 
their other towns, though more ſtrongly 
defended, had been ſubdued with little 
difficulty, and many of them by a ſingle 
aſſault. On condition of their ſurrendering, 


muſt expect to fee} the whole force of the 
Roman power, and to be reduced to a more 
abject ſtate of flavery than the reſt of the 
Galileans. | 

No reply was made from the town, nor 
were any of the inhabitants permitted to 
quit the wall; and being by far the 
ſtrongeſt party, the faction ſtationed cen- 
tinels at all the gates to prevent any cor- 
reſpondence being carried on, or a pacific 


treaty being negociated. At length, John ad- Jobo pre» 
dreſſed Titus, in the name ot the people, 2 
intimating that he was willing to accept ol Titus. 

the offer, and that, if they ſhould refuſe, 
he would enforce compliance from the in- 
habitants. He requeſted that the treaty 
might be poſtponed from a reſpect to the 
law, which prohibited the Jews both from 
fighting, and treating of peace on their 
Sabbath ; obſerving, that no danger could 
ariſe from the delay, ſince guards might be 
ſtationed at the avenues to prevent the eſ- 
| cape of any of the inhabitants. He fur- 
ther ſaid, that by ſhewing a reſpect to the 
laws of the Jews, and proving that he had 
a conſideration for their conſciences, as well 
as their perſons, he would acquire much 
| reputation among the people. John was 
not influenced by a veneration for the Sab- 
bath, but a regard to his perſonal ſafety. 
Upon the ſurrender of the town, he ex- 
pected to be given up, and all his hopes of 


N were in an eſcape by night, How- 
| Ever, 


= 
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the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; for it not 


ohn was an act of providence towards 


only gave occaſion for a truce, but likewiſe 
cauſed Titus to encamp at a greater diſtance 
from the city, at Cydeſa, a populous and 
ſtrong place, the inhabitants whereof were 
inveterate enemies to the Galileans. ä 


No guards being ſtationed round the 
- town, in the night, John, attended by his 


military train, and accompanied by a num- 
ber of people of credit with their families, 
effected an eſcape. Many of thoſe who 
departed were terrified at this reſolution. 
The old men, women and children, with 
difficulty kept pace with their leader for 
the ſpace of twenty furlongs ; but being 
then ſo fatigued as to be unable to continue 
the journey, they burſt into tears and la- 


mentations; ſtill, however, ſtriving to reach 


thoſe who had gone forward; and the far- 
ther their friends advanced, the more they 
dreaded being made priſoners. Thus ter- 
rified, they fell over each other, and the 
road was ſtrewed with the bodies of women 
and children, who were preſſed to death in 
the attempt to get forward, Many un- 


happy wretches were now perpetually cal- | 


ling out to their huſbands and friends to 


wait for them. On the contrary, John 


called to them to fave themſelves by flight, 
and to ſeek refuge in ſome place where 


they might oppoſe the power of the Ro- | 


mans, in caſe farther attempts ſhould be 
made. John's advice having great weight, 


the people ſhifted for themſelves in the beſt 


manner they were able. | 
In the morning, Titus advanced to the 
walls of the town, with a view to ratiſy the 
intended treaty. He found the gates thrown 
open, and the men and women of the place 


ready to receive and acknowledge him as 


their preſerver. They informed him that 
John had made his eſcape ; beſought him 
to have mercy on the innocent, and to ex- 
ecute the moſt rigid juſtice on the promo- 
ters of the revolt. . 

At their requeſt, he diſpatched a party o 
horſe in ſearch of John: but he had taken 
refuge in Jeruſalem. Theſe troops flew 
about two thouſand of John's adherents, 
and brought back near three thouſand wo- 
men and children, whom they found diſ- 
perſed in different parts of the road. 


| 


{| prejudice prevailed among the intiabitants, 
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ever, it appeared, that the preſervation of 


he was apprehenſive that, if ſevere meaſures 
were purſued, the innocent might be in- 
volved with the guilty. Titus ſtationed. a 
garriſon in the town, for keeping the tur- 
bulent inhabitants in order, and ſecuring 
thoſe of a peaceable diſpoſition. The above 
exploit compleated the conqueſt of Galilee. 


CHA f. V. 


John of Giſchala arrives in Feruſalem, and 
cauſes great diſſentions. Outrages com- 
mitted by robbers. Proceedings of the. 
people calling themſelves Zelotes. An en- 
counter in the temple. Particulars of 


Jobn of Gijchala. 


PON the arrival of John and his John impoſes 
J followers in - Jeruſalem, they pre- 8 | 
tended that they had not fled from the ; 
Romans, but had voluntarily retired with a 
view of occupying a ſituation where they 
might . maintain a conteſt with them on 


more equal terms; adding, that it would 


have been abſurd in the extreme to have 
perſevered in the defence of Giſchala, or 

any other place ſo infignificant, when the 
metropolis itſelf, which every man was 

bound to protect, was in danger. Not- 
withſtanding the artifices of John and his 
adherents, the people diſcovered, that what 

they deſcribed as an | honourable retreat, 

was in reality a diſgraceful flight. This 
diſcovery, and the report of the priſoners 

taken by the Romans, much deprefled the _ _ 
{pirits: of the inhabitants, who conſidered The conſider- 
the conqueſt of Giſchala as a prelude to aher 8 
that of Jeruſalem. Regardleſs of the fate : 
of the miſerable people he had abandoned 

on the road, John exerted every means in 

his power in encouraging the populace to 


| proſecute the war; ſaying, that ſince the 


Romans had found ſuch extreme difficulty 
in reducing two or three inconfiderable 
towns in Galilee, it was not reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe they would ever be able to make 
a conqueſt of Jeruſalem. This had a great 
effect upon the young and inconſiderate; 
but the people of experience and diſcern- 
ment believed the deſtruction of the city 
inevitable. = 
Titus had departed from Giſchala to 
Cæſarea; and Veſpaſian having marched 
from Cæſarea, and obtained a conqueſt over 


Titus enters The eſcape of the impoſtor cauſed much || Jamnia and Azotus, wherein he ſtationed 


Giſchal | : A . | 
dry vexation to Titus, who regretted that the garritons, he returned with an immenſe 


i Galilee is people of the town had neglected to puniſh || number of people, who had entered. into 

pleated, him, while he was in their power. Titus an alliance with the Romans. Inteſtine 
now entered the city with a peaceable diſ- || broils and diviſions now prevailed in all 4 
poſition towards the inhabitants; and his the cities. Private families that _ long The riſe na 
toldiers broke of a piece of the wall, as a been at variance on account 1 hereditary 83 
ceremony whereby he took formal poſſeſ- diſagreements, revived their ormer ani- | 
tion of the place. Titus menaced the re- motities, which they difſeminated mens 

volters, but declined inflicting puniſhment the people at large, till a rebellion Was 

upon them; for knowing that paflion and produced 9 8 | wn . 
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ner through the country; and in this pro- 


HISTORY 


fn conſequence of this general confuſion, 
the people began to rob each other, regard- 


leſs of conſcientious of legal obligations. | 


They then divided themſelves into diſtinct 
bodies, and robbed in the moſt open man- 


ceeding the Jews behaved in as cruel a 


manner to each other as the Romans had 


ever treated them ; a-circumſtance aggra- 
vated by the conſideration that injuries from. 
friends are leſs tolerable than from ene- 
mies. WE | 

The gartiſons gave themſelves no con- 
cetn for the ſufferings of the people, whom 
they hated; and at length ſome of the 
leading men of the faction repaired to Je- 
ruſalem with a large body of people whom 


22 * they had collected in different places. At 


robbe 78. 


this time there was no regular government 
in the city, ſo that no oppoſition was made 
to the inſurgents : beſides, it had been an 
ancient cuſtom that the gates ſhould be 
open to all Jews indiſeriminately ; and 
this rule was obſerved at preſent, when all 


who entered were ſuppoſed to be friends. | 


This general liberty proved the ruin of the 
city; for ſuch amazing numbers of the 
idle and uſeleſs devoured thoſe proviſions 
that had been kept in ſtore for the uſe of 
the ſoldiers that guarded the places; ſo that, 
in fact, to the calamities of war were ſu- 
per- added thoſe of ſedition and famine. 


Another band At this period another body of thieves 


of thieves 
worſe than 
the former. 


arrived from the country, who were worſe 
than the former ; and theſe uniting with 
thoſe whom they found in the town, be- 
haved in the moſt barbarous manner. They 
robbed and plundered m open day, and 
committed murder, not ſecretly by night, 
and on the perſons of the obſcure ; but in 
the face of the ſun, and on the moſt emi- 
neat of the citizens. One of their firft 
exploits was to impriſon Antipas, a man 
related to the royal family, whoſe credit 
and authority were ſuch, that the treaſury 
was committed to his care. They after- 
wards treated in the ſame manner Lvias, 
Sophas, the ſon of Raguel, and ſuch other 
perſons of diſtinction as they could get in- 
to their power. This conduct made ever 
one conſult his own ſafety, while the city 
appeared as if in the hands of a common 
enemy. 
Nor did theſe abandoned people ſtop 
when they had proceeded thus far; but 
finding their priſoners were men of autho- 
rity, rank, and influence, they thought that 
danger might attend the detaining them 
in cuſtody; ſince, thus provoked, their 
friends, or the people in general, might 
ſeek to reſcue them: and hereupon they 
proceeded to paſs a formal ſentence of death 
upon them. They commiſſioned a man 


y || holy tribes, named Eniacim ; and the lot 


carry their barbarous determination into 
effect, which was accordingly done. With A ca 6, 
{a view to palliate this horrid act of iniqui- *utio, * 
ty, they cauſed arumour to be circulated, 

that the unfortunate victims had conſpired 
to deliver the city to the Romans; aſſum- 
ing to themſelves the credit of having per. 
formed an act of public juſtice, in puniſh- 
ing the enemies to the liberties of their 
country. | | 

The moderate people being wholly diſ- The fachen 
pirited, the inſolence of the faction became 51 9a 'he 
ſtill more intolerable ; and claiming the TY 
right to diſpoſe of the office of high-prielt, 
they removed that dignity from the lineal 
ſucceſſion, and gave it to one of their aſ- 
ſociates, who, by the profligacy of his 
manners, and the obſcurity of his birth; 
was equally unqualified for ſo exalted à 
ſtation. | | | 
The groſſeſt calumnies were propagated 

for the purpoſe of creating diſſentions among 
thoſe who might otherwiſe have oppoſed 
their deſigns. Having gratified themſclves, 

even to ſatiety, in offering inſults to their 
fellow creatures, they impioufly affronted 
the Almighty, by treating his holy law 

with contempt, and profaning the ſanctu- 
ary, But in theſe iniquitous proceedings _ 
they were oppoſed by Ananus, the high- 3 
prieſt; a man greatly eſteemed on account oppoſes the 
of his advanced age, his experience, his gen. 
wiſdom and piety. Ananus would in all 
probability have preſerved the city, had he 

been fortunate enough to have eſcaped a 
conſpiracy formed for his deſtruction. 

The faction having taken poſſeſſion of 
the temple, they made uſe of it as the ſeat The faftion 
of their tyranny and uſurpation, and as a hh ww 
means of defending themſelves agaiuſt the wwple. 
oppreſſed citizens. They now determined 

to diſpoſe of the pontifical dignity by lot, 
pretending that to have been the practice of 
former ages: but, in fact, no ſuch prece- 
dent has been eſtabliſhed ; for being ori- 
ginally veſted in a particular family, the 
pontificate had deſcended 1n a regular line 
of ſucceſſion.. In order to make the pro- 
poſed choice, they ſummoned one of the 


— 
—— 


—_— 


* 


fell upon a man whole incapacity proved 
the abſurdity of that mode of election. 1 
This was Phanes, the ſon of Samuel, a le ek. 
native of the village of Aphthas. He was prieſt's office 
totally unacquainted with the duties of the b) I 
prieſthood, bore no relation to the ſacer- 

dotal famiiy,. and was ignorant in the high- 

eſt degree. But notwithſtanding thei: ma- 

nifeſt diſqualifications, he was taken, con- 

trary to his own inclination, from his rut- 

tic employment, cloathed in the pontihcal 
veſtments, and inſtructed how to conduct 


himſelf. Grieved and aſtoniſhed at this 


named John, the ſon of Dorcas, an aban- 
doned miſcreant of their own party, to 


procedure, the prieſts expteſſed their feel- 
ings by tears and reiterated groans: but the 
| people 


7 


* 


228 condition to encounter the force of the 


wople to op- Zelotes. At this time Ananus, the high- 


ſe the 
lotes. 


CHAP» V.] 


and aſſert their liberties; and zealvuſly 


guiſhed virtue and piety, were likewiſe 


and that they ſtill continued in the uncon- 


for undertaking the exploit, and arranged 


latter were beſt ſupplied with arms. Know- 


people were ſo enraged at this inſult, that 
they aroſe as one man, with a reſolution to 
counteract their oppreſſors. 

Among the moſt eager to promote this 
public ſpirit, were Gorion, the ſon of Jo- 
ſeph, and Simeon, the ſon of Gamaliel, 
who went among the people, ſeparately 
encouraging them to revenge the affront, 


i 


unite to vindicate their religion, laws, and 
freedom, againſt enemies who had con- 
ducted themſelves in ſo ſacrilegious and 
profane a manner. | : 
Ananus, the ſon of Ananus, and Jeſus, 
the ſon of Gamala, two prieſts of diſtin- 


very zealous. in their diſcourſes to the peo- 
ple, reproaching them with cowardice and 
ſloth, exhorting them to vigilance, and 
inflaming their minds againſt. the Zelotes. 
Theſe. people I diſtinguiſh by this name, 
becauſe they afterwards appropriated it to 
themſelves, on pretence of their ſuperior 
ſanity ; though, in fact, of all men, they 
lived the moſt lewd and abandoned lives. 
By this time the people were aſſembled 
together, and inflamed with the utmoſt 
rage to behold the devaſtation that the 
inſurgents had made in the ſacred places ; 


trouled practice of plundering and murder. 

But notwithſtanding this juſt indigna- 
tion, no attack was made ; for the people 
were ſenſible that they were not yet in a 


prieſt, being in the midſt of the croud, caſt 
his weeping eyes towards the temple with 
looks of inexpreflible concern, and then 
addreſſed bimſelf to the multitude ; ſaying, 
that their preſent miſerable ſituation was 
the conſequence of their own puſillanimity 
in neglecting to oppoſe their iniquitous op- 
preſſors. He exhorted them to unite their 
moſt zealous efforts for diſlodging the in- 
ſurgents from the temple, ſaying, that 
a more honourable death could not be 
wiſhed for than that of falling before the 
gates of the holy edifice, while fighting in 
defence of the honour of the Almighty. 
Ananus, perceiving that the people were 
unanimous in a defire that ſome perſon 
would lead them on to an attack, ſelected 
ſuch men as appeared to be beſt qualified 


them in as good order as the time would 
admit. Being informed by their ſpies of 
the intentions of Ananus, the Zelotes ad- 
vanced againſt him, ſometimes in larger 
and ſomctimes in ſmaller bodies, refuſ- 
ing quarter to all who fell into their 
hands. The followers of Ananus were 
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more nunierovs than the Zelotes : but the 


ing that their ſafety muſt wholly depend 


JEWS. 


on compelling the enemy to quit the city, 
the inbabitants reſolved either to conquer 
or die; and the adverſe party was animated 


by an equally determined ſpirit. A ſkirmilh a NHrmim 
taking place near.the temple, many fell on near che tem- 
both ſides. The wounded citizens were Pie. 


taken to their habitations by their reſpec- 
tive friends; and thoſe of the oppoſite par- 
ty that had received hurt, were conveyed 
into the temple, where their blood pollut- 
ed the holy place. In thele deſultoty en- 
counters the advantage was on the fide of 
the Zelotes. 

The adherents to Ananus, who were 
now greatly increaſed in number, being 
exaſperated againſt ſuch of their party as 


[refuſed to ſtand to their arms, ſtationed 


guards at the paſſages by which they at- 
tempted to eſcape, ſo that every man was 
under the neceſſity of taking an ative part 
in the contention, Unable to ſuſtain the 
general ſhock from the citizens, the Ze- 


| lotes retreated towards the temple, whither 


Ananus and his people preſſed furiouſly 
upon them. 


firſt court, the fugitives entered the 
Such was the veneration in which Ananus 
held this place, that he would not attempt 
to force a paſſage, though greatly irritated 
by a continual diſcharge of darts and ar- 
rows from the top of the building. Averſe 
to polluting the ſacred temple by the ad- 
miſſion of an indiſcriminate and unpurified 
multitude, the high-prieſt contented him- 
ſelf with ſtationing a guard of ſix thouſand 


who were relieved by other choſen troops 
at ſtated times ; the only exemption in fa- 
vour of the principal citizens being, that 
they were allowed to appoint deputies to 
officiate for them in the diſcharge of this 
duty. | 


popularity by affecting to be a patriot. He 


Ananus in council, and aſſiduouſly cateful 
of the watch and guards in the night. In 
the mean time, he was a ſpy for the Ze- 
lotes ; and, as he came to the knowledge of 
all that paſſed, informed them of the par- 
ticulars, He pretended the utmoſt reſpect 
for the high-prieſt, and the men of rank 
who attended him : but in this he fo fat 
over-actęd his part, that they began to ſuſ- 
pe@ him; for his flatteries were too groſs, 
and his conduct ſeemed to exceed 
the bounds of reaſon. Their ſuſpicions. 
were incteafed by his ſtill intruding him- 
ſelf, uninvited, into their councils. Ana- 
nus diſcovered that his ſecrets were deve- 
loped, and he ſuppoſed that John was the 


betrayer : but ſo artfully did this villain 
. conduct 


Being driven through the A" encounter 
| Fa in the tem · 
econd, ple. 


and ſhut the gates againſt their purſuers. 


ſelect men on the porches of the temple, 


At this time every thing went in favour ee gh 
of the popular party: but John of Giſcha- Giſchala-. 
la threw all into confuſion. He ſqught 


was the moſt conſtant daily attendant of 
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conduct himſelf; and ſo far had he ob- 


their favour; that Ananus and his aſſociates 


hood. 


The Zelotes 
apply to the 
Idumeans for 
ſuccour, 
which is 
granted 


account of the abolition of their laws and 


{RS TOY * 


tained the good opinion of ſeveral men of 
eminence, that it was in vain to think of 
removing him from his ſtation : wherefore, 
the readieſt method that could be deviſed, | 
was to adminiſter to him an oath of. ſecrecy | 
and fidelity, purporting that he ſhould keep 
the counſels of the people; and on their be- 
half oppoſe the rebels to his utmoſt power. 
John did not heſitate to take this oath ; and 
Ananus and his friends crediting what he 
ſwore, they admitted him into their coun- 
cils, and ſoon afterwards ſent him to the 
Zelotes, to offer terms of peace. Their 

reateſt fear was that the temple would be 
defiled with the blood of the Jews, and the 
blame thereof attributed to them. 

This treacherous impoſtor related to the 
Zelotes a ſtory very different from the in- 
ſtructions he had received, informing them, 
that the oath he had taken was wholly in 


had determined to apply to Veſpaſian for 
ſuccour; that he was commiſſioned to 
propoſe to them terms of peace, which, 
however, they were to underſland as a ſtra- 
tagem for alluring them, ſo that they 
might be attacked by ſurpriſe; that they 
would do right to conſider the cruelties 
they were to expect from the relations of 
the people they had flain, and from the 
populace, who were furiouſly enraged on 


cuſtoms. He then took ſome of the prin- 
cipal people aſide, informing them that 
Ananus had committed numberleſs acts of 
barbarity, and that he had ſelected them as 


the peculiar objects of his future vengeance. 


CH AP. vi; 


The Zelotes reinforced by taventy thouſand 
ldumeans. A fiege determined upon. 


HE moſt able men in the council of 
the Zelotes, were Eleazar, the ſon 
of Simon, and Zachariab, the ſon of Amphi- 
calus, they being of the line of the prieſt- 
Theſe men gave credit to the aſſer- 
tion of John, purporting that Ananus and 
his friends had applied for the aſſiſtance of 
the Romans, and further believed that their 
own lives were particularly threatened. 
Though they did not expect they ſhould 
be able to obtain foreign aſſiſtance ſuffi- 
ciently early to obviate the danger with 
which they were threatened, they wrote 
to the Idumeans, ſaying they were beſieged 
in the temple, and requeſting 'ſuccours 
againſt Ananus, who, they ſaid, had formed 
the deſign of betraying Jeruſalem to the 
Romans. Two ambaſſadors were appointed 
to execute this commiſſion, both their names 
being Ananias. | 
In a ſhort time after, an army of twenty 
thouſand Idumeans was raiſed for the relief 


be maintained with all poſſible vigour. * . 


; 


favour, and that a victor 
even without a battle. But the iſſue proved 
that their conjectutes were ill founded; for 


OF THE [ Boox il | 


of Jeruſalem, the command of this force 
being given to Phineas, the ſon of Cluſoth ; 
Simon, the ſon of Cathlas, ; and John and 
James, the ſons of Sofas. 

Upon receiving intelligence of the Idu- 
mean expedition, Ananus directed the gates 
of the city to be made faſt, and the walls to 
be guarded, but reſtricted his people from 
puriuing any offenſive meaſures till it ſhould 
be known whether the diſpute could not be 
amicably adjuſted; Jeſus, the prieſt next The l. 
in rank to Ananus, aſcended a tower oppo- mens ret 
ſite the Idumeans; and, addrefling thoſe dene 
people, contradicted the aſſertions that ſuc- Jeruaien, 
cours had been demanded from- the Ro- 
mans, and that the city was intended to be 
ſurrendered to them. After mentionin 
that the Zelotes had been guilty of propha- 
nations, murders, robberies, and other atro- 
cious Crimes, Jeſus requeſted the Idumeans 
to lay down their arms, and enter the city 
in a friendly manner, that they might be 
convinced of the truth of what he had ſaid, 
and then either aſſiſt the inhabitants in ex- 
tirpating the wicked incendiaries, or te- 
main neuter, and depart from before the 
town, The ſpeech of Jeſus was but little 
regarded : but he had no ſooner concluded, 
than an Idumean officer, named Simon, the 
fon of Chalcas, addreſſed himſelf to the 
high-prieſt, declaring that the fiege ſhould 


CHAP VII. 


violent tempeſt, The Tdumeans enter 
Jeruſalem, and join the Zelotes. A bar- 
barous maſſacre. Ananus and Jeſus mur- 
dered. 


H E Idumeans having encamped un- 74, 11. 
der the walls of the city, on the fol- means data 
lowing night there happened ſuch a ſhock- —_— 
ing tempeſt of thunder, lightning, wind walls of fe- 
and rain, and ſuch a dreadful earthquake, ruſalen- 
7 A furious 
that every one was aſtoniſhed, and dreaded ,.,,.q. 
the iſſue of thoſe portentous prodigies. The 
Idumeans were equally apprehenfive with 
the inhabitants, that the vengeance of Hea- 
ven was awake to'puniſh a war ſo pernici- 
ous to the parent city. In the mean time, 
Ananus and his aſſoc iates took it for granted 
that it was a declaration of Heaven in their 


would enſue, 


what they had foreboded of their enemies 
fell to their own lot. „ | | 
The ſtorm continued to ſuch a degree, The Idu- 


- 


that the Idumeans were compelled to preſs meant ont 


. themſelves 


as cloſe as poſſible to each other, and cover ih their 
themſelves with their bucklers ; by which carr oa 
they experienced a temporary relief from its form. 
fury. The Zelotes, who were under more 
concern tor the Idumeans than themſelves, 

took counſel together how they might pre- 


ler ve 


al 
lia 


| | AP. VII.] 


Zelotes 


council 


yu ſecure preat, it would not become them to deſert 
ir fiends- their allies. 


\ 
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ſerve their friends. Thoſe who were in- 
ſtigated by paſſion, recommended ſeizing 
the city guards; and when they ſhould 
have ſucceeded, to force the gates for the 
entrance of the Idumeans; repreſentin 
that ill-armed and inexperienced ſoldiers 
would be ſo alarmed, that they would no! 
eaſily re- aſſemble; and that moſt of the troops 
had taken ſhelter from the ſtorm. They 


g|| their miſerable fituation, 
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had joined the Zelotes, many were ſo diſ- 
couraged as 'to quit their arms. A few 
| gallant youths had courage to attack the 
Idumeans; while the majority lamented , 


T 
Fruitleſs exclamations and wailings \prt- 
vailed in every ſtreet ; while the worden 
ſhrieked aloud for the loſs of their protec- 
tors: and the violence of the thunder and 


urged, that though the danger might be 


Thoſe of moderate ſentiments urged, 
that, at ſo dangerous a period, the place 
would be doubly guarded, and the Idu- 
means more ſtrictly watched from the 


walls; beſides, it was known that Ananus 


The Idu- 
yeans enter 
e city by 
igbt. 


kept the ſoldiers ſtrictly to their duty, by 


conſtantly walking his rounds. This had, 


till now, been the practice of Ananus; but 
this night he retired to refreſh himſelf. It 


appeared as if Providence had directed the 
deſtruction of himſelf and people; for the 
tempeſt now encreaſed, and the guards were 


aſleep in the gates of the temple. 

The Zelotes thinking their buſineſs would 
be accompliſhed, if they could deſtroy the 
bolts and bars of the gates, they furniſhed 


themſelves with ſaws and other inſtruments 


appropriated to the uſe of the temple, and 
unfaſtened them : the thunder roaring, and 
the wind blowing, the noiſe could not be 
heard by the beſiegers. They then opened 
the gates neareſt the Idumeans, who betook 
themſelves to their arms, thinking Ananus 
meant to ſally out: but finding their error, 
they made an ingreſs into the city, filled 
with ſuch wrath, that if they had put their 
reſolutions in force, every one of the citizens 
might. probably have been ſacrificed ; but 
the Zelotes entreated them to conſider their 
friends in the temple, and endeavour to 
give them relief; repreſenting, that it would 


be better to begin with the guards than. the 


inhabitants; for if the latter were alarmed, | ſtri& regard to juſtice, and other virtues. 
they would riſe in immenſe multitudes. | 


The Idumeans went to the relief of their 
friends in the temple, when the Zelotes 
quitted the interior patt, and united in an 


attack on the guards; numbers of whom 


were killed while ſleeping; but others were 


alarmed by their exclamations; and the peo- 


ple, though in great confuſion, had recourſe. 
to their arms. At firſt. they imagined it 
was only a party of the Zelotes, and hoped 
to ſuppreſs them by ſuperior numbers: but 


—ͤ.Z— — —— — 


winds, and the ſhouts of the Zelotes and 
Idumeans, rendered theſe complainings 
ſtill more horrible. The ferocity of the 
Idumeans increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
they ſpared no one, whether armed, or 
kneeling to beg for life. The pleas . 
conſanguinity and religion were equal] + 
vain ; and ſuch was their fituation, that 
they could neither fight nor fly. They 
preſſed on each other with ſuch vehemence 
that it was impoſſible for them to retire. 
The temple was ſurrounded with blood 
and was judged that eight thouſand five 
hundred perſons lay dead on the ſpot, Still 
the rage of the Idumeans ſuffered no abate- 
ment ; but they were leſs intent on the 
deſtruct ion of the common people, than on 
wreaking vengeance on the high-prieſts, 
whom they beheaded, and afterwards 
trampled upon their bodies. They inſult- 
ed the bodies of Jeſus and Ananus, on ac- 
count of the ſpeech delivered by the former Ananus and 
from the walls, and the influence of the jews . <a 
latter over the populace. It is provided : 
by the Jewiſh. LT that even cracified 
criminals ſhall: be taken down, and their 
remains interred before the ſetting of the 
ſun, ier thaw al | n 

Were I to repreſent the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem and the death of Ananus to bare Ober ag 

; Ole exeme 

happened on the ſame day, I ſhould not plary perſons. 
commit a great error in chronology ; for by 
his untimely fate, the government loſt its 
beſt ſupport, and all proſpect of ſecurity. 
Ananus was held in high eſtimation for his 


— — 


Without regard to private intereſt, he was 

| ever attentive to the ſervice of the public 

and on all proper occaſions was a promoter 

of peace, being conſcious that the ſafety of 

the Jews. would materially depend on living 

upon terms of amity with the Romans. He 

was admirably {killed in the art of oratory;: | 
and under ſo able a leader, the Jews might - 
even have ſucceſsfully reſiſted the power gf e 
the Romans. He was happy in having ſo 25 
excellent an aſſociate as Jelus, who excelled 


- — 
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when they found that multitudes of ſtran- 


— 


gers had poured in, and that the Idumeans 


other men in the ſame propoſition as he fell 


— — — — 
— * . 


ſhort of Ananus. eta 
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CHAPTER I. 


The barbarity of the Idumeans and the Zelotes. Twelve thouſand people deſtroyed. Gorion 
e 1 and Niger murdered. 35 


during the night; and a few perſons were 
K Þ nus and Jeſus, the Idumeans bold enough to do this during the day- time. 
NN aud Zelotes exerciſed the moſt No leſs than twelve thouſand perſons of Tache d 
| © -X. ſavage barbarity upon the rank fell a ſacrifice to this rage for perſecu- _ hes 
WO common people, great numbers tion. ws 
of whom they put to death. Perſons of | 


HDDHD FT E R the murder of Ana- 


| At length the murderers themſelves be- 
diſtinction, and others in full health and gan to bluſh at the abandoned manner in 
which their crimes had been perpetrated : 

| wherefore they erected a kind of mock court 

of juſtice, to give their murderers the ap- 

| parent ſanction of law. Zachariah, the 
fon of Baruch, was at this time diſtin- 
guiſhed for his wealth, rank, authority and 
virtue; for his ſteady ſupport of, and friend- 


traitors. Their death, however, was made 
additionally dreadful by aggtavated tor- 
ments. When they had been ' whipped |{ſhip to, all good men, and his determined 
till their bodies were ulcerated, the period ||enmity to the wicked. Now the Zelotes 
of their exiſtence was finiſhed by the ſword. }|confidered the popularity of this man as a 
Thoſe who were apprehended during the circumſtance of ſo dangerous a kind, that 
day-time, / were crouded inte priſons at their own fafety would depend on his de- 
"night; as faft as they died their bodies ſtruction; wherefore they came to a reſo- 
wett thrown out, to make room for other lation to deprive him of life. Hereupon 
Wretched tenunts, who: were treated with they cauſed ſeventy perſons of ſome diſtinc- 
Amilat basberity. The people were fof tion to be aſſemhled together, under the 
terrified by theſe horrid proceedings, that denomination of judges, though they had 
they did not even dare to Thed u tear, or no authority to erect ſuch a tribunal. On 
heave à ſigh, for the loſs of their friends, the meeting of this pretended court, a for- 
not even to bury their neareſt relations. mal complaint was made againſt Zachariah Zachariab 
Way, rhey were afraid even to weep orf by the Zelotes, who urged that he had been fallely nth 

complain in their own houſes or chambers, || engaged in a treaty with Veſpaſian, to betray * 
without firſt making a diligent ſearch, leit]] Jeruſalem to the Romans. Though there 
there ſhould be any liſteners : ſince any|| was not even the ſhadow of a proof to con- 
mark of compaſſion for the deceaſed would || firm this. inſiuuation, yet the Zelotes in- 
have been puniſhed with death, ſo crimi-|| fiſted that it was founded in fact ; and that 

nal was it deemed to poſſeſs the feelings of || was ſufficient. 

humanity. Sometimes, indeed, they would Though Zachariah knew himſelf per- 
throw a handful of earth on a dead body K innocent of the whole charge, and 
3 | was 


| 


I. II. 


was ſo well apprized of the contriyance as to 
conſider his life as already ſacrificed; yet, 
notwithitanding his deplorable fituation, he 
conducted himſelf with a freedom of ſpirit, 
and a ſerenity of mind, perfectly conſiſtent 


with his character. In the firſt place he | 


ſeverely reflected on the ſhameleſs conduct 
of his accuſers; mentioned the inconſiſten- 
cies of their calumnious ſuggeſtions ; briefly 
expoſed the futility of all their objections 
to his behaviour; and turned their argu- 
ments againſt themſelves : expoſing, in a 


regular manner, the progreſs of their ini- | 
quitous proceedings, and occaſionally hint- | 


ing at the unſettled ſtate of public affairs. 
The Zelotes were fo enraged by this mag- 
nanimous and intrepid behaviour of Za- 
chariah, that they would undoubtedly have 
murdered him on the ſpot, if they had not 
been reſtrained by the idea of keeping up the 


dignity of their court, and their wiſh to ſee if 


the new judges would hazard their own 
ſafety, by a determination in favour of the 
acculed party. | 

At length, the ſeventy judges unani- 
mouſly pronounced the priſoner innocent; 


honourably expoſing themſelves to the un- 
governable rage and malice of the Zelotes, 


rather than confign a man of ſech exem- 
plary virtues to a premature death. The 
acquittal of Zachariah greatly exaſperated 
the Zelotes ; and, ſoon after, two of the moſt 


deſperate of the faction attacked and mur- 


dered Zachariah in the middle of the tem- 
ple; one of them inſultingly ſaying to the 
dying man, We have now given you a 
full diſcharge, of which you are more cer- 
tain than you were of the other.” The 
ruffians then caſt the body of the deceaſed 
down the precipice under the temple. 
The lives of the ſeventy judges were ſpared; 
but. the Zelotes beat them out of the tem- 
ple with the flats of their ſwords. 
Diſguſted at the above proceedings, the 
' Idumeans regretted having engaged in the 
expedition ; and, while they were in con- 
ference on this ſubject, one of the Zelotes 
informed them, that the report of the high- 
prieſt's being in treaty with the Romans for 
betraying the city, was wholly deſtitute of 
foundation ; adding, that the people, in 
conjunction with whom he had acted, were 
the betrayers, inſtead of the aſſerters of 
public liberty, as they artfully pretended. 
He concluded with adviſing them to return 
to the place from whence they came, and 
to make every atonement in their power 
for the miſconduct into which they had 
been involuntarily drawn. : 
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The inhabitants of the city; and the, 
Zelotes, appeared to be equally ſurprized by 
the ſudden departure of the Idumeans: but 
the motives of their ſurprize were different; 
The populace afſumed freſh coutage, in 
the idea of fo happy a deliverance ;/ while 
the Zelotes prided themſelves in the affur- 
ance of their ſuperior ſtrength, and thought 
they might proceed without reſtraint; They 
executed all their meaſures in the moſt 
haſty manner, and compleated their projets 
[almoſt in the moment they conceived them. 

Their fury was chiefly directed againſt 
the men of honour and courage for they 
imagined that while any of that deſcription 
ſlurvived, their own perfons would be in 
danger. Among the conſiderable people 
who fell victims to their cruelty was Go- * = 
rion; a man celebrated for his courage, to death: 
his attachment to liberty, and his zeal in 
promoting the welfare of the public, A 
ſimilar fate attended Niger of Perea, who 
had fignalized himſelf by his martial ex- 
| ploits againſt the Romans, - When he was 
| dragged about the ſtreets, he diſplayed and 
triumphed in the wounds he had received 
in the defence of his country. Being con- 
veyed without the gates, and finding him- 
ſelf expiring, he requeſted that his remains 
might be buried : but he was told; that 
this would not be granted. He died while 
imprecating the vengeance of Heaven upon 
his barbarous perſecutors: . 5 

He wiſhed that the Romans might arrive 
and avenge his murder; that peſtilence; 
famine, and ſword, might be the portion of 
his enemies; and that their enormous 
crimes might be puniſhed by inteſtine di- 
viſions, LOEB ety 

And in a ſhort time after this, the righ< 
teous decrees of Providence inflicted all the 
above-mentioned puniſhments, of which 
their inteſtine broils were but the prelude: 
They began to be at eaſe; with regard to 
the people of rank, on the death of Niger : 
but yet there was not a ſingle man of com- 
mon credit with whom they did not ſeek 
an occaſion of diſpute. They put ſome of 
them to death on charges of long ſtanding, 


and which had been almoſt forgotten. In 


other inſtances, where there was no kind of 
proof againſt a man, they put him to death 
from circumſtances of mere ſuſpicion, If 
the accuſed parties made application to the 
faction, they were cenſured as ſpies ; if 
they did not, their conduct was interpreted 
into contempt : but whatever the imputed 
crime, the puniſhment was the ſame ; and 


ö 


| thoſe poſſeſſed of either honour or riches 


So affected were the Idumeans by this || were certain not to eſcape. 9 


te A addreſs, that they immediately reſtored near 
'priſon- two thouſand of their priſoners to liberty. 


They then quitted the city, and repaired to 
Simon, of whom further will be faid here- 


after ; and thence proceeded to their place |] 


of habitation. 


CHAP. I 
Diſeontents prevail among the Fews. Ve 


pafian recommends temperate meaſures. 
Daily deſertions of the Zelotes to the Ro- 


| | mans. 


Great d? vi- 
ſiont among 


the Jews. 


An aneient 


mans, Horrid perſecutions. 
prophecy reſpecting the deſtruction of Fe- 
ruſalem. | 


ONSIDERING the reduction of | 


Jeruſalem as an object of the great- 
eſt importa1ce, the Roman officers ſuppo- 
ſed that a more favourable opportunity for 
that explo:t would ſcarcely occur than was 
afforded by the preſent diſtracted ſtate of 
th affairs of thoſe people. They applied 


An ancient | 


to Veſpaſian, their general, requeſting tha: 
this opportunity migat he imocovei, ſince 


it appeared to be the effect of D vine inter- 
ofition. In repl;, Veſpaſian ſaid, that 


the officers ſeemed to poſſeſs a greater por- 


tion of martial ardour than of ſound poli- 
cy; fora precipitate attack on the city would 
in all probability reconcile the contending 
inhabitants, who were then ſacrificing each 
other amidſt all the fury of a civil war. 
The officers coincided with the ſenti- 
ments of Veſpafian, to whom great num- 


bers of the Zelotes daily deſerted, notwith- 


ſtanding the paſſes were guarded with great 
circumſpection. Thoſe who were taken in 
the attempt to eſcape, were put to the 
ſword, unleſs they had money for the pur- 
chaſe of their lives. So terrible was the 
maſſacre, that the bodies of the ſlain lay in 
numberleſs heaps upon the public roads. 
At length, the bar barity of theſe mon- 
ſters was carried to ſuch a height, that they 
denied the rites of ſepulture equally to thoſe 


within and without the city; and, as if 


profeſſed enemies to every ſentiment of hu- 
manity and religion, they permitted the 
bodies to lie rotting above ground, thereby 
offending the Creator, as well as his crea- 
tures. The crime of deſerting to the ene- 
my was not deemed greater than that of 
attempting to bury a friend: and he who 
had recently interred another, became, al- 
moſt immediately, in want of ſome conſi- 
derate perſon, to execute the ſame kind of- 
fice for himſelf. Compaſſion, the moſt 
amiable of all our affections, appeared to 


be totally eſtranged from the hearts of 
theſe abandoned people; and inſtead of 


commiſerating thoſe who were ſunk in diſ- 
treſs, that diſtreſs ſerved only as a freſh in- 
citement to their rage. . | 

In fact, the appearance of things was ſo 


prediction of ploomy, that the living ſeemed only to en- 


the ruin of 


Jeruſalem, 


vy the dead; and the repoſe of the grave 
was deemed preferable to the horrors of a 
priſon. The tyrants not only deſpiſed all 
that was held ſacred among men, but even 
derided the Almighty himſelf, by account- 
ing the oracles of his prophets no other 
than as a collection of fables or dreams. 
Yet, notwithſtanding this contempt of the 
laws and precepts of their progenitors, 
they found, in the end, the predictions that 
had been denounced againſt themſelves and 
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and in the purſuit killed upwards ot ſeven ue. 


their country were accompliſhed : for 4 
prophetical tradition had been tranſmitted 
to them from remote antiquity, predicting 
that, in future time, a ſeditious tumult 
would ariſe in Jeruſalem, during which the 
holy temple would be profaned by. the 
hands of the Jews; that the city would 
aferwards be taken, and its moſt ſacred 
poſſeſſions deſtroyed by fire. The Zelotes 
did not diſpute the authority of this predic... 
tion; and, by their own officious zeal, 
ſeemed to contribute to its execution. 


© MAPK 


TFohn claims a right to ſrvereign power. The 
faction divided into Zelotes and Anti- Ze. 
Totes; and the latter herd-d by Fohn, 
The Jeu viſited by dreadjul judgments, 
Engaddi taken by florm. Toe Jews re- 
queſt ſuccour from Veſhafian, He is ad. 
mitted into Gadara Placidus rifles Bethe 
ennabris, and lays the piace itt ruins, The 
Fews defeated with great loſs, 

0? ext avaganitly ambitious was John of 

Giſchala, that he now alpired to the 
exerciſe of ſovereign power. Gradually 
withdrawing himſelf from his old affoci- 

ates, he engaged in an intercourſe with a- 

nother company of abandoned miſcreants. 

Some of his new adherents joined him 

through a principle of fear, and others 

from motives of regard : for he was ſkilled 
in the art of moving the paſſions. Some of 
his followers, perceiving his motive, were 
uneaſy, leſt he ſhould attain to independant 
power, which, when once in poſſeſſion, 
could not without extreme difficulty be re- 
claimed. Hence contentions aroſe, and 
the faction was divided into Zelotes and 

Anti-Zelotes ; John putting himſelf at the 

head of the latter. | 
At this time Jeruſalem was at once viſited The fan 

by the dreadful calamities of war, tyranny — 
and rebellion ; and thoſe were followed by Au- 

a fourth misfortune, not leſs deſtructive than dan . 

the others. Near jeruſalem was ſituated gg. g 

the caſtle of Maſſadas, a place celebrated for 

its antiquity, ſtrength and magnificence. 

It had been erected by our ancient kings, 

who conſidered it as a royal treaſury, a 

magazine for all kinds of martial imple- 

ments and warlike ſtores, and a retreat 
which might be ſafely reſorted to in times 
of danger. The caſtle was at this time 
in poſſeſſion of the numerous band of rut- 
fians called Sacarii, who, on the night of 
the feaſt of unleavened-bread, undertouk 

a more deſperate exploit than they had ven- | 

tured to attempt before. Having gained Og 

admittance into the town of Engaddi by and lay th 


ſurpriſe, they drove out the inhabitants; neisbbas 
count) 


— 


hundred, moſt of them being women and 
children; after which they plundered all 
: oh the 
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the houſes, and carried away all the fruits || being done, Veſpaſian, beſtowed. on them 
of the earth that were tipe. On their re- || a gatriſon of horte and foot for their pro- 
turn to Maſſada, they depopulated and || tetion, and then diſpatched Placidus {al 
pillaged all the adjacent towns, villages, || the evemy with five. hundred cavalry and Veſpaſian 
and caſtles, and laid the country wakte. || three. thouſand infantry ; after which be 
Theſe depredators being daily joined by || retired to Cæſatea with the remainder * 
2 numbers of abandoned people, Judea his forces. e 
became a ſeene of violence, deſolation, and || be fugitives finding, that they were 
diſorder, | purſued, and that a party of horſe gained 
Though the faction guarded the avenues || ground. upen them; turned afide to the 
of the cities with great vigilance, ſome of || village of Bethannabtis, and thereby eluded 
the inhabitants contrived to eſcape to Vel- || the vengeance of the enemy; 
paſian, to whom they repreſented the un- In this place was a conſiderable number 
fortunate ſituation of their aſſociates, ſup- || of ſtqut young men; ſome of whom they 
plicating that he would yield them relief. || periuaded, and others they compelled; to 
Compaſſionating the diſtreſſes of the peo- || enter in their ſervice: and being thus rein- 
chile 2d- ple, Veſpaſian commanded his army to ad- forced, they made a deſperate attack on 
12 vance nearer the city; not with a defign, as || Placidus, who. at the firſt receded a little, 
was imagined, to aſſault the place, but to || with a view to get the enemy farther from 
prevent it being beſieged, and to reduce all ||the town; and this plan having anſwered 
the neighbouring fortreſſes, as a means of ||to his expectation, Placidus attacked and 
obviating all obſtruction to his future pro- totally routed them. The Roman cavalry 
jets. N | - || intercepted thoſe who conſulted their ſafety 
Roman On the arrival of Veſpaſian at Gadara, || by flight; while thoſe who ſtood to their 
3 the moſt wealthy and beſt defended town || arms were deſtroyed by the infantry: Their 
wan, beyond the Jordan, the inhabitants ſent || attacking the Romans was indeed a bold 
commiſſioners to invite him to take the || attempt : they might have encountered a 
place under his protection; which he ac- || wall or a rock with, equal hope of ſucceſs ; 
cordingly did on the fourth of the month || for the Romans ſtood focloſe and firm, that 
Dyſtrus “. llit was not poſſible to break their main 
Tbe inſurgents were now totally at a loſs || body, and were ſo guarded by their arms, 
how to act. They found it impracticable that the darts and lances could not affect 
for the town to ſuſtain itſelf againſt ſo many || them. On the contrary, the Jews were ſo 
internal and external enemies: for the || ill protected, that they were injured by 
Roman army was at hand, and the majority || every kind of affault, and reached by any 
of the citizens were their determined ene- || kind of weapons; till, at length, being 
mies. Therefore they thought to truſt in || irritated to the utmoſt violent a 9 of 
flight for their ſafety : but they conceived, || rage, they ſeemed abandoned to deſpair, 
that they could not honourably adopt this | and threw, themſelves on the ſwords of The Jews 
plan till they had firſt revenged themſelves their enemies, by which many of them defeated. 
on the authors of their deſtruction. Hav- || periſhed 3 ſome were cut in pieces, others 
ing deliberated on this matter, they appre- || Were trampled under foot i Har, horſe, and 
f hended Doleſus, a perſon equally diſtin- || others again put to flight. Placidus exerted 
guiſhed by his merit and his extraction, his utmoſt influence that none of the fugi- 
and an object of envy for having adviſed tes ſhould get again to the town; and 
eus put the embaſſy above-mentioned. Having || 45 often as this was attempted by any of 
end. taken him into cuſtody, they gave orders them, the horſe under his command inter- 
that he ſhould be put to death, and then || cepted their deſign, and put great numbers 
that his dead body ſhould be whipped: and || of them to ſlaughter. Some, poſſeſſing 
they privately left the town as ſoon as theſe Sreatet ſtrength and ſwiftneſs than their 
orders were carried into execution. _ || companions, reached the walls, being pur- 
No ſooner had the Romans approached || ſued by the Romans, when the gates were 
nearer towards the city, than the inhabitants with great difficulty cloſed, and their ad- 
went out to meet Veſpaſian, whom they miſſion into the town prevented. Placidus Placidus al- 
conducted into the place with every teſti- no- made a yigorous aſſault 1 7 the fault Bech. 
mony of congratulation; and after having place; and in the afternoon of the ſame anoabris. 
taken the oaths of fidelity, cuſtomary on] day gained poſſeſſion of the walls. The 
ſuch occaſions, they deftroyed the walls of | COMMON people, who had no means of 
the city, in order to give a ſtriking proof defending themſelves, were put ta the 
of their fidelity and peaceable intentions, || ſword, and the reſt had recourſe to fight. 
by putting it out of their power to do any In the mean time, the victors plundered 
injury, even if they were ſo diſpoled. This the houſes ; and then ſetting fire to them, | 
—— — — bb ton was ſoon reduced to aſhes. This 
* According to Toinard's correction of the rext, ut oy was in itſelf ſufficiently calamitous ; 
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ſhould be he fourth of the ſecond month. See his : 
eee bar ir was greatly aggranzted by the ret 
' 7K circulated 


602 


ſues the 
Jews. 


Be ſemoth, 


Abila, re- 
duced. 


Placidus pur- as the Jordan, they found a paſſage im- 


broken, fifteen thouſand are eſtimated to 


Julias, and duced Beſemoth, julias, Abila, and other 


| ſtationed in them garriſons compoſed of 
ſuch of the deſerters from the enemy as he 


Gaul revolts. a reyolt had happened in Gaul, promoted 


IC TORY 


circulated by the fugitives, who aſſerted 
that the whole Roman army was in purſuit. 
of them. | 
This rumour was fo alarming to the 
inhabitants of the country, that almoſt the| 
whole number of them abandoned their 
houſes, and retreated towards Jericho, 
where they hoped to find ſhelter, on ac- | 
count of the place being extremely popu- 
lous, and ſtrongly fortified both by nature 
and art. Being purſued by Placidus as far 


raCticable, on account of the waters being 
ſwelled by a great fall of rain. Driven to 
this extremity, they were under the neceſ- 


fity of abiding the iſſue ot a battle; and 


ranging themfelves along the banks of the 
Tiver, for ſome time they maintained their 
ground : but their ranks being at length 


have fallen by the ſword, and two thouſand 
to have been made priſoners ; and, excluſive 


of this loſs, a vaſt number was drowned in || 
the river. | | 


This was the moſt fatal overthrow the 
Jews had ever experienced. So dreadful 
was the havoc, that the public roads, and 


the paſſage over the river Jordan, were ſo 


encumbered by the bodies of the deceaſed, 
as to be rendered impaſſable; and great 
numbers floated down the ſeveral ſtreams 
leading to the lake Aſphaltitis. 
Purſuing his good fortune, Placidus re- 


places, even down to the lake ; and having 


could place confidence in, he drove from 
the lake thoſe of the enemy who had fought 
refuge there, and then embarked with his 
troops. Thus every place beyond the Jor- 
dan, as far down as Macheras, was brought 
under the dominion of the Romans. 


+ BA Se 39-1155 
A revolt in Gaul. Veſpaſians arrival at 
Jericho. That place deſcribed. Account 
of the lakes Aſphaltitis and Tiberias, and 
of the fountain of Ehſha. 4 18 
URING theſe tranſactions in 


Judea, news arrived from Nero that 


by Vindex, and ſeveral others: but of this 
we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. Veſpaſian, on 
this, urged the preſent war with unuſual 
vigour; fearing that other revolts might 
follow ; and he thought that Italy 
would have much leſs to dread, if the in- 
ſurrection in the eaſt was once perfectly 
quelled: but winter being an improper 
time for ſuch a bufineſs, he garriſoned and 
repaired the cities and towns already taken. 

After this, he led his army from Cæſarea 
to Antipatris; where having regulated all 


and Jamnia. The two laſt places yielding 


to Ammaus; from whence proceeding by 


on the ſecond of the month Defius, where 
| he encamped, and, appeared before Jericho 


| The heats ot ſummer are almoſt inſupport- 


* 


of Jericho having treated the prophet Eli- Eng, ou 


the country to the borders of the toparchy 


of Thamna ; and from thence to Lydda 


to his authority, he placed in them ſuch of 
the inhabitants of the other towns as he 
could beſt rely on. He then proceeded to 
Ammaus ; and having ſecured the paſſage 
leading to the principal part of the city, he 
pitched his camp, and erected a wall round 
it: he left there the fifth legion, and ad- 
vanced with the rcft of his forces into the 
toparchy of Bethlepton; which he burat, 
and then ravaged the adjacent country to 
the borders of Idumea ; fave a few ſtrong 
caſtles, which he garriſoned. 

Bethabri and Caphartoba, in the centre 
of Idumea, fell next into his hands; where 
he, killed upwards of ten thouſand men, 
and made flaves of almoſt one thoutand ; 
the reſt tought their ſafety in flight. Here 
he left ſome of his troops, to ſally forth 
occaſionally to the mountains, 

With the reſt of his army he returned 


Veſpaſ any 
motions 0 


Samaria and Neapolis, he arrived at Corea 


the next day. Here he was joined by Tra- 
jan, one of his principal officers, with the 
forces under his command, who had pre- 
viouſly reduced all the places beyond Jor- 
dan; putting many of the inhabitants to 
the ſword : but the greater part of them 
had retired to the mountains oppokite Je- 
ruſalem, before the Romans arrived. 

Jericho, however, was found a deſolate 
and forſaken place. This city ſtands on a The twain 
plain; above which is a barren mountain, of Jericho, 
of ſo great an extent as to reach, on the 
north fide, to the diſtrict of Scythopolis, 
and, on the ſouth, to Sodom, on the con- 
fines of the lake Aſphaltitis. This coun- 
try is extremely poor. 1 85 
The lakes Aſphaltitis and Tiberias are 
both remarkable; but their qualities are 
oppoſite. The waters of the former are 
ſalt, and produce no fiſh ; thoſe of the lat- 
ter are freſh, and of a molt prolific nature. 


The lakes 
Aſph altitis 
and Tiberias 


able; and the air is hot and unwholeſome, 
except on the borders of the river Jordan, 
where the palm trees thrive to a great 
degree. * 1 74 | F | 

Near Jericho is a large fountain ; which, 
in former time, was ſaid to be poſſeſſed of 
very. pernicious qualities : but the people 


ſha with uncommon reſpect, he thought, tain. 
that to purify theſe waters would beſt 
ſhew the magnitude of his eſteem. He 
therefore went to the ſpot; and, having 
cauſed a pitcher 'of ſalt to be ſunk to the 
bottom, he ſupplicated God to remove the 
fatal poiſon from this ſtream, Hence- 


thiogs in two days, on the third he rayaged 


forward theſe waters conferred plenty 
| | wherever 


Woularites 
Ihe lake 
Aphaltius, 


wherever they reached; a bleſſing the more 
defirable, as they cover a larger tra& of 
grou'd than any other river in the neigh- 
bourhood; Rr ys 
This country, which is twenty furlongs in 
breadth, and ſeventy in length, is famous 
for the. production, cultivation, and variety 
of its fruits; owing probably to the parti- 
cular ſalubrity of the air, and the fingular 
nature of the water. In fact, ſuch is the 
happy temperature of the climate, that 
when froſt and ſnow prevail in other parts 
of Judea, the -natives of this place dreſs 
only in flight linen. It is ſixty ſtadia from 
the river Jordan, and one hundred and fifty 
from Jeruſalem ; the road to which is a 


mere rocky deſert. 


7H aa 
Properties of the lake Aſphaltitis. Account 


of a beautiful fruit, which, on being touch- 


ed, diſſolves to ſmoke and aſhes. 


O fith can live in the Jake Aſphalti- 
N tis, the water of which is ſtrongly 
impregnated with faline particles : even 
the moſt weighty things thrown into it 
will hardly ſink. Veſpaſian, being told 
of theſe circumſtances, undertook a jour- 
ney to the place; and, to be aſſured of 
the fact, he cauſed a number of perſons, 
unable to ſwim, to have their hands tied 
behind, and thrown into it: but ſuch was 
the buoyant power of the water, that they 
were inſtantly borne on its ſurface. 


This lake is famous for another remark- 


able ſingularity ; which is, that three times 
in a Gay, according to the refractions of 
the ſun- beams which play on it, its colour 
has a different appearance. On ſeveral 
parts of it thete are alſo to be ſeen large 


quantities of a dark bituminous matter, 


floating about, which bears a reſemblance 
to the bodies of oxen without heads. The 
country people take up theſe lumps ; which 
are of ſo glutinous a nature, that they are 
obliged to diſſolve them with urine be- 


fore they can ſeparate the part within the 


boat from that in the water. This matter 
ſerves for medicinal purpoſes, and the uſe 


of navigators; for it is 4 ſpecific in many 


diſorders, and of admirable ſervice in ſtop- 
ping leaks in ſhips. | 
The lake Aſphaltitis is one hundred and 
fifty furlongs in breadth, and five hundred 
and eighty in length, extendirg to Zoar in 
Arabia. It is ſituated near the land of 
Sodom, once a wealthy and fruitful coun- 
try; but now totally uninbabited and de- 
ſolate, the wickedneſs of its former reſi- 
dents having called down fire from Heaven 
as the reward of their crimes. There 
are yet to be ſeen the remains of five adjacent 
Cities, equally infamous, which were burnt 
with Sodom. | | | 
Some things appearing like fruits, that 


E“ FECTUALLY to encompaſs Jiu 


| ſprung out of the aſhes, ate yet viſible : theſe 
are very tempting to the ſight; but, on 
being touched, they become ſmoke and 
aſhes. The credit of this account, there- 


fore, is not only confirmed by tradition, but 
by occular proof. | | 


ci CHA Ps -. - 
Jeruſalemn inveſted by Veſpafian. Geraſa 
taken by florm. The death of Nero. The 
fate of Galba, Otho, and Pitellius. Ve 


paſian defers his expedition. againſt Jeru- 
falem. 85 


} 


; Veſpaſiani 
ſalem, Veſpaſian erected a fort atinveſts Jeru- 


Jericho, and one at Adida, in each of whichſalem. 

he placed garriſons of Romans and auxiliary 

forces. He diſpatched Lucius Annius to 

Geraſa, with a party of cavalry and infan- 

try, who, on the firſt attack, reduced that 

place by ſtorm. A thouſand young men, Geri: taken; 

being intercepted in their flight, fell by the 

{word ; and great numbers of families were 

made priſoners ; after which the place was 

burnt, Perſons of property fled ; but many 

were killed in the attempt to eſcape : in 

ſhort, the ravage was univerſal, Thoſe 

who were in Jeruſalem could not quit it; 

for thoſe who were friends to the Romans 

were ſtrictly eyed by the Zelotes; nor did 

the Zelotes themſelves dare to venture out, 

leſt they ſhould fall into the hands of the 

enemy. 5 | 
Veſpaſian, who had returned to Cæſarea, 

was making preparation for the main body 

of his army to advance to the attack of Je- 

ruſalem, when he received an account of 

the death of the emperor Nero, after 8 

reign of thirteen years and eight days. 8 
On this he ſuſpended his deſigns againſt 

Jeruſalem; for, finding that Galba was to 

ſucceed to the empire, he would not take 

ſo important a ſtep without expreſs orders: 

he therefore diſpatched his ſon Titus to 

wait on him, to congratulate him on his 

ſucceſſion to the ſupreme command, and 

to take his directions how to act in the pre- 

ſent ſtate of affairs. King Agrippa, who 

was deſirous to embark with Titus on 

this occaſion, ſet fail in the ſame veſlel : but 

on their- voyage to Achaia, they heard that 

Galba was ſlain, having governed on] 

ſeven months and one week; and that Otho 

had ſucceeded him, who reigned only three 

months. - This did not, however, prevent 

Agrippa from continuing his journey to 

Rome: but Titus failed from Achaia to 

Syria, and thence retired to his father in 

Cæſare. | 1 | 

This revolution cauſed ſuch an amazing The Jewith 

change in public affairs, that the Roman war laid afide. 

empire appeared to be ſhaken to its foun- 

dation. The Jewiſh war was now no long- 

er thought of; for how could the Romans 

regard the extenſion of empire, 1 855 | 

| | their 
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few war in this time there was a man named Simon, 
eruſalem. 


farced. 


mand the parties they ſent out to rifle the 


time, endeayoured to inſpire them with 


the commander of ſlaves and vagabonds. 


before walled and fortified. In the valley 


it ſeemed to be the prevailing opinion that 


ill conſequen es might ariſe from permit- 


HISTORY 


their whole attention was engaged by in- 
teſtine broils | 


CHAP VII. | 
H new war in feruſalem. A terrible battle 
betwixt Simon and the Zelotes. Eleazar 
delivers a ſummons to the governor of He- 
rodian. The officers drawing their ſwords 
on him, be leaps from the wall. Idumes 
taken without bloodſhed. The Zelotes make 
Simon's wife priſoner. 
A. Freſh war broke out in Jeruſalem in 
conſequence of this revolution. At 


born at Geraſa, who had taken poſſeſſion of 
the city. He was in the prime of life; but 
leſs artful and contriving than John of Giſ- 
chala. He was, however, deemied ſo dan- 
gerous a perfon, that the high-prieſt, Ana- 


nus, drove him from his government in the 
toparchy of Acrabetana, and compelled him} 


to take refuge among the Sicarii at Maſſada. 
Theſe abandoned people were at firſt ſo ſu- 
ſpicious of him, that, for a time, they com- 
2 him to remain, with the women he 

ad brought with him, on the firſt floor 
of the fortreſs, while the reſt of the peo- 
ple remained above. But when they found 
that his principles were ſomewhat conge- 
nial to their own; they deputed him to com- 
diſtrict of Maſſada. Simon, in the mean 
more ambitious views, his own thoughts 
being bent on the ſovereign authority : but 
this was in vain till Ananus's death. This 
obſtacle being removed, he repaired to the 
woods, where he iſſued proclamations, of- 
fering bounties to all freemen, and freedom 
to all ſaves, who would enliſt under his 
banners, Great numbers of abandoned and 
deſperate people joined him on this occaſion; 
with whoſe afliſtance he pillaged the vil- | 
lages on the hills, and ſpread terror through | 


all the cities Within his reach. Numbers 
Simon rein- of men of power and rank now eame over 


to his intereſt and he no longer appeared 


Theſe ſucceſſes induced him to make ſeve- 
ral incurſions into the toparchy of Acrabe- | 
tana and the greater Idumea; and at length 
he fixed his retreat in' Nain, which he had 


of Pharan he found a number of caverns 
admirably adapted to his purpoſe ; and he 
enlarged others, and converted them into 
magazines, ſtores, and granaries, for the re-| 
ception of ſuch articles as he plundered-| 
Thus provided with forces and proviſtons, 


the principal view of Simon was to make 


an attack on Jeruſalem. The Zelotes co- beyond the truth. This had great influ- 


incided in this opinion; wha, thinking that 


lan army of twenty thouſand men. The 


led to the Idumeans; to whom he magnified 


ting him thus daily to increaſe in numbers 
and power, determined to make a vigorous 
effort to ſuppreſs him. With this view they 
advanced in a body to attack him at the 
head of his forces: he, however, routed 
them with great ſlaughter. | 

Simon, who did not yet think his force 
equal to the attack of Jeruſalem, began with; "Ys 
an aſſault on Idumeaz towards the borders launes, * 
of which country he immediately marched 


Idumeans hereupon aſſembled nearly twen- 
ty-five thouſand ſelect troops; but left a 
ſufficient number to protect the country 
againſt the depredations of the banditti of 
Maſſada. Thus provided, the Idumeans 
waited for Simon on the borders of their 
country; and, on his approach, a battle en- 
ſued, which continued from the morning 
till evening; and the deſtruction on both 
ſides being nearly equal, it was impoffible to 
determine which party had the advantage. 
Both were ſufficiently weary of the conteſt; 
for Simon withdrew his forces to Nain, 
and the Idumeans retreated to. their reſ- 
pective habitations. 
Simon, having received conſiderable re- 
inforcements, ſoon took the field again; 
and, having encamped near the village of 
Thecue, he diſpatched Eleazar, one of his 
aſſociates, with a meſſage to the commander 
of Herodion, demanding a delivery of the 
caſtle of that name. At firſt he was re- 
ceived by the officers with great teſtimonies 
of military honour and reſpet; but when 
they became acquainted with the nature of 
his commiſſion, they all drew their ſwords 
on him in a moment; upon which, find- 
ing that it would be ap *. to eſcape, 
he threw himſelf from the precipice of the 
wall, and was killed on the ſpot. Bleizar's 
The ſucceſs of Simon had now ſtruck eat. 
the Idumeans in ſo forcible a manner, that 
they were not diſpoſed to engage him, till 
they were firſt well acquainted with the 
ſtrength of his army: for which purpoſe, 
James, one of their commanders, voluntarily 
undertook the office of a ſpy, with a 
generous appearance of public ſpirit; but, 
in reality, with the moſt treacherous inten- 
tions. At this time the Idumean army er . 
was encamped at Olurus; whither James Idumes. 
repaired with his commiſſion. When ſome 
converſation had paſſed between him and 
Simon, he made a ſolemn compact to give 
up the whole country, on the conſideration 
that, in return, he ſhould be conſidered as 
his firſt miniſter and favourite, and that he 
ſhould alſo poſſeſs the whole country of Idu- 
mea. This being agreed to, James return- 


the numbers and ſtrength of Simon greatly 


ence on the minds of the people in general ; 


and the officers of the army, liſtening 
t 


/ 7. VIII. 
the intelligence, determined on a ſurrender | 


enſue. - At this juncture James ſent repeat- 
ed meſſengers, requeſting Simon to advance 
without loſs of time, and take poſſeſſion of 
Idumea, which he would pledge himfelf 
ſhould ſubmit to him without bloodſhed or 
oppoſition, if he would not loſe ſo favour- 
abie an opportunity. This was according- 
ly verified; for Simon advancing, James 
immediately mounted his horſe, and fled 
with the utmoſt rapidity, followed by his 
adherents. This had ſuch influence on the 
people in general, that they alſo fled in the 
utmoſt confuſion, each conſulting his own 
ſafety. Fly . 5 OS 10: 
Idumea being ſubjected to Simon with- 
out bloodſhed, he' advanced to the city of 
won likes Chebron, which he took: by: ſurpriſe; and 
(Gb. found in it corn and other treaſure .to 'a 
great amount. This city is celebrated for 
its great antiquity. It is confeſſed to be 


. 


the accounts of the inhabitants may be 
credited, its age is not leſs than two thou- 
ſand three hundred years, being greater 
than that of the famous city of Memphis 
in Egypt. A traditional report prevails, 
that Abraham, the great father and foun- 
der of the Jewiſh nation, took up his re- 
ſidence at this place, when he left the 
country of Meſopotamia ; and that from 
this town his deſcendants moved into Egypt, 
in which kingdom there are yet viſible a 
number of elegant inſcriptions on marble, 
. corroborative of the tradition 1 have men- 
_ tioned. About fix furlongs from Chebron 
there is {till to be ſeen a moſt extraordina- 
ry turpentine-tree, which is yet ſound and 
healthy ; though, if tradition may be cre- 
dited, it had its origin at the time of the 
creation of the world. | 
Simon advanced from Chebron through 
the whole country of Idumea, followed by 
above forty thouſand people, excluſive of 


hn extraor- 
(wary tur- 
ſeutine tree. 


dmon makes 


þ 1dumea. in the courſe of bis progreſs. It was not poſ- 
ſible that the neceſſaries of life ſhould be fur- 
niſhed for ſuch an immenſe multitude ; and 
the misfortunes of want were ftill aggra- 
vated by the natural violence of Simon's 
temper, and his peculiar animoſity againſt 
the people of Idumea. In ſhort, in a 
country which had been heretofore fruitful 
and well cultivated, not a trace was left of 
its former happy ſituation. | 

The Zelotes were exceedingly ſhocked | 
at the inhumanity of theſe proceedings; 


A 


open war; contenting themſelves with fuch | 
advantages as they could gain by occaſional | 
ſurpriſes. At length they obtained a prize 
which they deemed of the utmoſt import- 
ance ; happening to take priſoner.the wife 
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to Simon, leſt worſe conſequences ſhould} 


the oldeſt in the whole province ; and, if 


his regular forces. He deſtroyed towns and 
mat bavoc Villages, and depopulated the whole country | 


but they were yet afraid to engage in an 
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of Simon, with a number of his domeſtics,y;;, wife bas 

they hurried her away to Jeruſalem; with en by the 

as many tokens of triumphant joy, as if Zelotes. 

Simon himſelf had been their captive: for _ 

they did not entertain the leaſt doubt but. 

that he would willingly lay down his arms 

on his wife's: being teſtored to him. The 

effect was, however, contrary to their ex- 

pectation; for the violence offered to the 

wife tranſported the huſhand to the moſt 

extravagant degree of rage. e tern 
He advanced, without loſs of time, to 

the gates of Jeruſalem, where his behavi- 

our was furious. He ſought vengeance on 

every thing that fell in his way; men, wo- 

men, and children, were equally the objects 

of his fury. Thoſe who went from the 

city only to pick herbs; or gather ſticks, 

were by his order apprehended, and whip- 

ped to death; the ancient ſuffering equally. 

with the young: and it was remaiked, - 

as | ſomething. extraordinary; that he did 

not eat the fleſh of thoſe he cauſed to be | 

deſtroyed.  'The hands of many of theſe Simon' 

unoftending people were cut off, as a ter- 

ror to his enemies, and to prevent other 

perſons adhering to their party. Thus 

maimed, he ſent them into the city, in- 

ſtructing them to ſay, that Simon made 

an oath in the name of that God who go- 

verns the world, that if his wife was not 

immediately reſtored to him, he would 

make an aſſault on their walls, and treat all 

the inhabitants, old or young, guilty or 

innocent, with the ſame ſeverity that the 

meſſengers had experienced.” The people 

in general were terrified by theſe threaten- 

ings, Which had likewiſe ſuch an effect on 

the, Zelotes, that they ſent Simon's wife His wife 

back; on which his anger was ſo far ap-. reſtored. 

peaſed, that the cruelties which he had hi- 


therto committed began in fome degree to 
ſubſide. | 


CH: AP: VAIL. 

The Roman empire diſtrafted by civil broils: 
Otho and Vitellius fight two battles, Gal- 
ba puts an end to his life. © The compleat 
conqueſt of Judea intended by Veſpaſian. 

Capbaris ſubmits to Cereals, + 


Ul 


* 


s rages 


Y 
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HE civil war now became more ex- 
tenſive, not being confined merely 
to the diſtrict of Judea ; its baneful anflu- 
ence having ſpread into Italy. Otho ſfuc- 
ceeding to the empire, Vitellius was elect- vitellius | 
ed in oppoſition to him by the German le- lected em. 
8 4 , . . feror by the 
gions; and in conſequence of this election German 
he diſputed the title with Otho. Two bat- legions. 
tles were fought between the contending 
parties, near Bebriacum in Lombardy. 
On the firſt day the advantage was evident- 
ly on the fide of Otho; but, on the ſecond, 
fortune declared in favour of Vitellius, 
whoſe army; on this occaſion, was com- 
7 L manded 


| 


| 
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Galba ſtabs 
himſelf. 
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manded by the generals Valens and Cæcin- I Simon became even & worſe enemy that 


na. The number of lain in this battle was 
very conſiderable z and intelligence of it 
being brought to Galba, who was at that 
time at Brixellum, he ſtabbed himſelf with 


a dagger, after he had reigned only three 


Veſpaſian 
conq uers 
Gophnis an 


months and two days: This revolution 
occaſioned the ſoldiers under the command 
of Otho to take part with Vitellius; who 
hereupon proceeded to Rome with his 
army. : | 
Veſpaſian, in the interim, formed a de- 


ſign of making a compleat conqueſt of | 


Judea, by reducing ſuch parts of it as yet 
refuſed to ſubmit to the Roman authority 
he quitted Cæſarea on the fifth day of the 
month Decius; and having begun his ope- 


' rations on the mountains, he made a con- 


queſt of the toparchies of Gophnis and A- 
crabetana ; and afterwards took poſſeſſion 


à of the cities of Ephraim and Bethel, plac- 


Acrabetana, ing garriſons in each: he afterwards re- 


Ec. 


moved towards Jeruſalem, on his way to 
which he flew great numbers of the Jews, 
and made many priſoners, 

During theſe tranſactions, Cerealis, one 


of the chief commanders, ravaged the coun- 


- try of upper Idumea; with a body of ca- 


valry and infantry took the caſtle of Caphe- 
tra, and burnt it to the ground ; and be- 


fieged the well-fortified town of Capharis, 
which it-was thought would have been able || 


to make a vigorous defence. Ceralis, thus 
ſucceſsful advanced to Chebron, an ancient 
town on the mountains, near Jeruſalem, of 
which mention hath heretofore been made. 
This place ſurrendered without erg. any 
defence; on which he pillaged and burnt 
the city, putting all its inhabitants to 


the ſword. Maſſada, Machærus, and He- 


rodion, were now the only caſtles which 
remained in the hands of the faction: and, 
after thofe, the capture of Jeruſalem by 


Veſpaſian ſeemed to be the only circum- | 


ſtance neceſſary to the putting a total end 
to this deſtructive war. 


CHAP. Is. 


Simon wreaks his vengeance on the Idumeans. 


The brutal behaviour of the Zelotes. The 


Zelotes routed in conſequence of a revolt of 
the Idumeans. TJohn voted out of the go-| 


vernment, and Simon invited to ſupply his 


place. The temple aſſaulted by the parti-| 


zan of Simon. 


H E wife of Simon having been reſ- 

tored by the Zelotes, the reſt of the 
Idumeans were expoſed to his revenge, 
whom he perſecuted with ſuch a ſavage 
ferocity, and harrafled and drove them 
from place to place with ſuch unremittin 
cruelty, that many fled for refuge to Jeru- 
ſalem. To the very walls of this city the 
were purſued ; fo that, without the walls, 
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the Romans and within, the Zelotes were 
{till worſe than either. At this time the 
Zelotes received inſtructions from the Ga- 
lileans, who incited them to the prac. 
tice of every iniquity. John, who con- 
ſidered himſelf as the creature of the Ze. 
lotes, made not the leaſt ſcrnple of employ. 
ing the power they had conferred on him 
to the gratification of bis patrons ; and 
therefore left them at full liberty to indulge 
their luſts without controul. With regard 
to plunder and rapine, their avarice wag 
not to be fatisfied : they conſidered the 
murder of men, and a violation of the cha- 
ity of women, as circumſtances of mere 
diverfion. The men dreſſed themſelves in 
the apparel of women ; they courted 
each other to, and practiſed unnatural 
luſts; defiling the whole city by acts of 
impurity. Yet they Kill poſſeſſed the 
hearts of murderers; they never failed 
carrying offenſive weapons about them, 
and were ready to draw their ſwords to 
diſpatch a man, always without provoca- 
tion. Thoſe who thought themſelves hap- 
py in eſcaping John, were certain to be 
deſtroyed by Simon: all the paſſages were 
[ſo effectually blocked up, that thoſe who 
were diſpoſed to have ſought the protection 
ſof the Romans, had not an opportunity. 
At length, the Idumeans, envying the The fannt 
| power, and deteiting the tavage inhuma- 8 
nities which were practiſed by John, re- * 
volted at once from their obedience, and 
determined to oppoſe him. A battle en- 
ſued, in whieh great numbers of Zelotes 
were killed on the ſpot, and the remainder 
retreated to the royal palace, which had 
been originally built by a woman named 
Grapte, who was a relation to Izates, ſove- 
reign of the Adiabenians. The Zelotes 
were driven into the temple by a number 
of Idumeans, who puſhed in at the ſame 
time, and made a prize of the whole of 
John's riches, which he had carefully ac- 
cumulated, and depoſited under the roof 
of his own dwelling. Hereupon the Ze- 
lotes, who were diſperſed in various parts 
of the city, affociated together, and joined 
thoſe of their companions who had retreat- 
ed to the temple; and -John immediately 
diſpoſed himſelf to ſally forth on the Idu- 
means and the citizens. | 
No idea of fear was formed reſpecting the 
number of the Zelotes, the oppoſite party 
being too numerous for them: but it was 
| thought that they might attempt to retire 
in the night, murdering ſuch as they could 
ſeize, and then ſetting fire to the city. On 
this occaſion they ſummoned a council, and 
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g concerted with the high-prieſt what mea- 


ſures were proper to be taken: but the pro- 


y || vidence of Heaven prevailed to the deſtruc- 
tion of their politics, and rendered the 1 
eaſe 


( 


1 X. 


lum enters the loudeſt acclamations. 


eaſe they complaitied of leſs obnoxious than 
the remedy they ſought ; for they came to 
a reſolution to abandon John; and advance 
Simon in his ſtead ; by which they ſubs 


jected themſelves to one tyrant, while they 


ſought to get rid of another. However, the 
vote paſſed z and Simon, of whom they had 
ſtood ſo much in dread, was ſent for to 
take on him the government, Matthias, 
the high-prieſt, being deputed to wait on 
him on this occaſion. Many other perſons, 
who had been compelled to leave Jeruſa- 
lem, and wiſhed to return to their former 
habitations, joined with Matthias in the 
requeſt to Simon. The latter anſwered 
them with an air of authority, that he conde- 
ſcended to grant their requeſt: and enter- 
ed the city in the character of their 
protector; while the people received and 
congratulated him in that character, with 
Simon had no 
ſooner entered Jeruſalem with his troops, 
than he began to conſider how he ſhould 
molt effectually maintain his poſt; for he 
looked on thoſe againſt whom he was in- 
vited, and thoſe Who requeſted his preſence, 


to be equally his enemies. This event took 


failed thetn in ſo furious a manner with 


ohn main- 
tains bis 
ground in 
the temple, 


place in the month called Xanthius. 


John, vow finding himſelf and the Ze- 
lotes, his affociates, cloſe priſoners in the 
temple, looked upon his deſtruction as in- 
evitable. In the interim, Simon led the 
common people to an attack on the temple : 
but the beſieged, who had taken poſſeſſion 
of the galleries and battlements above, aſ- 


darts, arrows, and ſtones, that they were 


compelled to make a retreat, with conſi- 


derable loſs in killed and wounded. Ex- 
cluſive of the advantage of ſituation, the 
Zelotes had erected four large towers, for 
the purpoſe of annoying the enemy, where 
they placed their archers, ſlingers, and en- 
gineers. One of theſe towers was ſituated 
on a place named Paſtophoria, where the 
prieſt, in ancient times, uſed to ſtand, to 
make proclamation to the people, by the 
ſound of the trumpet, of the commence- 
ment of the ſabbath, and alſo when it end- 
ed. From this place, likewiſe, notice was 
given to the people of the time proper to 
keep holiday, and when they ſhould renew 


their accuſtomed labour. 


Simon, who had affured himſelf of an 


_ eaſy victory, was much ſurprized at the ob- 


ſtinate reſiſtance made by the Zelotes. 


| CHAP. X. 

A civil war breaks out in Rome. Veſpaſſan 
much hurt on Vitellius's being choſen em- 
peror. The military, determined on a change, 
urge Veſpaſian to take the command of the 
army. | 

\URING theſe tranſactions, a civil 
war broke out in Rome. Vitellius 
was returned from his German expedition, 


% 
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attended by a great aumber of foreign troops 
who were fo {truck by the appearance of 
the gold and filver which they ſaw among 
the Romans, (ſights with which they had 
hitherto been unacquainted) that they were 
with great difficulty reſtrained from forci« 
bly ſeizing theſe riches, and murdering the 
poſſeſſors. Such was the preſent unhappy 
fituation of affairs. | 
Veſpaſian, after ravaging all the country 
in the vicinity of Jeruſalem, returned to 
Cæſarea; where he received intelligence 
that Vitellius had been elected emperor; Vitellius de- 
Veſpaſian was extremely chagrined at this cited empe- 
circumſtance, knowing that the empire was 
(eized as plunder. This aſtoniſhing change 
affected him ſo much, that he could no 
longer proſecute foreign wars, while his own 
country was diſtracted by inteſtine broils: 
But though his iridignation urged him to a 
ſpeedy revenge, he was deterred from put - 
ting his ſchemes in execution, from the 
difficulties and hazards that would attend 
ſo long a journey in the midſt of winter. 
While Veſpaſian was debating this ſub- 
je, the officers and ſoldiers aſſociated, in 
ſeparate ſocieties, and difcourſed with the 
utmoſt freedom on the affairs of the ſtate 
and government. Many declared that a 
change was neceſſary. They ſpoke violent- 
ly againſt the German ſoldiers, ridiculing 
them as a band of effeminate creatures, who 
could not combat the terrors of war. By 
their means Vitellius had reached the dig- 
nity of emperor : but Veſpaſian command- 
ed brave veterans, who inſiſted that the 
licentiouſneſs and debaucheries of Vitel- 
livs ought not to be put in competition with 
the unaſſuming intrepidity of their general, 
whoſe virtues the ſplendour of no earthly 
gifts could in their opinion reward. The 
ſenate and the people of Rome; they ſaid, 
were entirely in his intereſt ; and ſhould 
they, who had the greateſt obligations to 
him, let the honour of declaring ſo worthy 
a perſonage emperor, ſlip out of their hands. The military 
Thus the military people reaſoned: their wit — elect 
firſt meetings were held ſecretly ; but as Ate 
their increaſing numbers inſpired them 
with freſh courage, they unanimouſly deter- 
mined to make choice of Veſpaſian as em- 
| peror, and accordingly entreated him to 
take under his protection an empire ſhaken 
toi ts foundation, This diſtinguiſhed man 
had for a long time been the ſupport of the 


empire; but he was ſo far from being am- 


bitious of the dignity intended him, that he 
poſitively declined it, declaring that he 
would rather paſs the remainder of his 
days in eaſe and retirement. But the more 
anxious Veſpaſian was to avoid this honour, 
the more earneſtly was he preſſed to accept 
of it: till, at length, on his repeated refuſal, 
the military advanced with drawn {words, 
and threatened his deſtruction, if he longer 
| refuſed a dignity to which he was lo emi- 

nently 
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nently entitled. Still, however, he reſiſt- 


ed; but at length yielded to their preſſing 
importunities. 


CH A:P. XI. 
Veſpafian inclined to make a conqueſs of 
Alexandria. Egypt deſcribed. 


ESPASIAN had no ſooner accepted 
the government of the empire, than 
Mucianus, and the other officers who had 
urged him to receive the dignity, joined 
with the whole body of the army to ſolicit 
that he would march his forces againſt Vi- 
tellius : but he thought it would be more 
prudent, in the firſt place, to attempt the 
conqueſt of Alexandria; as Egypt, on ac- 
count of the immenſe quantity of corn 
which it produced, was deemed one of the 
moſt capital branches of the empire, Veſ- 
paſian, therefore, was of opinion, that if he 
could once poſſeſs himſelf of that country, 
the inhabitants of Rome might be induced 
to expel Vitellius, rather than run the riſk 
of ſtarving ; which would be the neceſſary 
conſequence, if their ſupplies from Egypt 
were cut off, Veſpaſian defired that two 
legions, which then lay at Alexandria, 
might aſſiſt him in this expedition. 
He likewiſe intended to make Egypt a 
place of retreat, in caſe of any diſagreeable 
turn of fortune. This country is ſo fitu- 


ated, that it is difficult to approach it by ||. 


land ; nor has it many ſea-ports. On the 
welt it is bounded by the ſcorching ſands 
of Lybia ; on the eaſt, as far the city call- 


ed Coptos, the Red Sea anſwers the pur- || 


poſe of a rampart : on the ſouth the Syene 
divides it from Ethiopia, and the unpaſ- 


ſable cataracts of the Nile; and on the 


north this country extends as far as Syria, 
to the ſea called the Egyptian Sea; all the 
coaſt of which it totally deſtitute of ports : 
ſo that the ſecurity of Egypt is abundantly 
provided for by nature, from the peculiarity 
of its ſituation, The diſtance from Syene 
to Peluſium is eſtimated at two thouſand 
ſtadia; and that from Pelufium to Plinthine, 
by ſea, at three thouſand fix hundred. As 
far as Elephantine the Nile is navigable ; 
but the cataracts render it impaſſable. 

The entrance of the port of Alexandria 


is ſo narrow, and the rocks which are diſ- 


perſed in ſhoal- water are ſo numerous, that 
it requires the care of a ſkilful pilot to 
evade them, even in fine weather. Oa the 
right-hand is fituated the iſle of Pharos, 
which had been ſo long celebrated as a ſea- 
mark ; and on the left the port is encom- 
paſſed by a dyke partly circular. The light 
from the iſle of Pharos is ſeen three hun- 
dred furlongs out at ſea, and ſerves as a 
direction to ſeafaring people. Around this 
iſland there is a number of ſubſtantial walls 
and ſtrong quays, erected for the purpoſe of 


ad. 
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breaking the waves that beat on the coaſt, 
and withſtanding the rage of the billows. 
Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe difficulties, 
the port of Alexandria, beyond the bar, is 
one of the moſt ſafe in the world. It is 
in length thirty furlongs ; and it is fur- 
niſhed with proper ſtore-houſes for the 
reception of merchandizes cf all kinds. 
Veſpaſian judged rightly when he fixed 
on Alexandria as the place in which to com- 
mence the eſtabliſhment of his empire. He 
informed Tiberius Alexander, the governor, 
that the importunity of his ſoldiers having 
prevailed on him to take the government 
into his own hands, he thought he could 
not act more prudently than to requeſt the 
tavour of his advice and aſſiſtance. This 
intimation was conveyed by a letter; which 


Alexander had no ſooher read, than, with Thegorn 
the utmoſt freedom and good will, he ad. „Arne 


adminifen 


the oath of 


miniſtered an oath of fidelity to Veſpaſian, 


to the legions and the inhabitants. This felt in 
oath was taken with every demonſtration of Ve 


joy; for they were previouſly apprized of 
the good intentions of the new emperor, 
and therefore wholly confided in his virtue 
and honour. Alexander made a generous 
uſe of the power entruſted to him for the 
public welfare; and immediately began to 
make proper diſpoſitions for the reception 
of the new emperor. _ | 


GRAF. XII. 


Veſpaſians advancement ſatisfies the people. 


Joſeph, while a priſoner, in the life-time 
of Nero, giving Veſpaſian the title of 
emperor, be now. gives Foſeph his liberty. 
NTELLIGENCE of Veſpaſian being 
advanced to the dignity of ruling the 
empire was now propagated with the utmoſt 
ſpeed through every part of the eaſtern 
country ; and the inhabitants of the ſevefal 
cities where the news had reached kept a 
holiday on the occaſion, making ſacrifices, 
and offering vows, that the reign of Veſ- 
paſian might be long, glorious, and happy. 
Certain legions quartered in Myſia and 
Pannonia, who had lately taken up arms 
againſt Vitellius, on account of his tyran- 
nical diſpoſition, with the utmoſt pleaſure 
took the oath of fidelity to Veſpaſian. 


As the new emperor was on his return 3 bafaden 
from Cæſarea to Berytus, he was met by from Syri 


ſeveral ambaſſadors, from Syria and other 3 
lan. 


provinces, who congratulated him with ad- 
dreſſes in behalf of the cities and their in- 
habitants, and honoured his proceſſion with 
garlands, Among the reſt was Mucianus, 
the governor of Syria, who gave the utmoſt 
aſſurance of the loyalty and affection of 
the people in general, expreſſing their 
regard to the perſon and authority of Veſ- 


paſian, which they had teſtified by taking 
the oaths of allegiance. 


Veſ- 
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Veſpaſian thought his preſent elevation ſo XVESPASIAN having diſpatched 
very extraordinary, that he could not help the ambaſſadors who had attended on 
aſcribing it to the immediate intervention him, and committed the care of all his 
of the Deity. This _— brought to his governments to officers of tried fidelity, he 
mind ſeveral prophetical hints which had changed his original intention of going to 
happened in the courſe of his life; and, || Alexandria; and went te Antioch, deter- „ 3 
among the reſt, he could not but recur to mining to go from thence to Rome; e Ba: 
the circumſtance of Joſeph having, while || by this time Alexandria was reduced to a doch in his 
he remained a priſoner, during the life of || ſtate of peace and ſafety; while Rome, be- kJ 
Nero, hailed him with the title of emperor. ||ing exceedingly diſturbed by Vitellius, re- ain 
This ſingular predictive ſpeech had great || quired immediate attention. Having de- 
influence on the mind of Veſpaſian; and|| termined on this plan, he diſpatched Mu- 
the greater, becauſe Joſeph was til] his || cianus over land, through Cappadocia and 
priſoner : therefore, ſending for Mucianus, Phrygia into Italy, with a large army of 
and others of his officers, he ſpoke of the || infantry and cavalry: 
fingular courage and bravery of Joſeph, || Antonius Primus was among thoſe who 
particularly at the ſiege of Jotapata. After || were ſent on this occation. He was go- 
this he mentioned ſeveral other particulars || vernor of Myſia; and had under his com- 
reſpecting him, and at length adverted to mand the third legion; which had been 
the ſubject of his predictions : * Theſe,” || quartered in that province. Anthony wiſh- 
ſaid he, I at firſt imagined to be nothing ed for an immediate engagement with Vi- 
more than contrivances for his own preſer- || tetlius ; and, on the other hand, Vitellius 
vation; but the event has proved that they || ſent a ſtrong army, under the command of 
were actually the reſult of divine infpira- || Czcinna, to oppoſe him. While Czcinna 
tion: wherefore, my friends, it would be || was on his march towards Rome, he met 
an indelible diſgrace on me longer to detain, || Anthony on the confines of Italy, in the 
in the abject condition of a priſoner, the || neighbourhood of Cremona. On this oc- 
ſacred meſſenger of God, who declared to || caſion he halted to take a view of the num- 
me the news of my advancement.” | || bers, order, and diſcipline of the enemy: 
Joſeph was therefore inftantly ſent for, but he was totally at a loſs how to act; he 
and reſtored to his liberty. From this in- ||did not dare to riſk a battle; nor could he 
ſtance of gratitude in the emperor, his of- ||think of running away ; he therefore choſe 
ficers formed the moſt favourable idea of || rather to be conſidered as a deſerter than a 
their own ſituations; thinking that they, coward. Having aſſembled his centurions, 
who were his faithful friends and ſervants, ||tribunes, and all the reſt of his officers, he 
ſhould experience every indulgence under ||exerted the utmoſt powers of his oratory in 
ſo kind a maſter. Titus, who was prefent a declaration on the different degrees of me- 
during this ſcene, hinted to his father, that tit in Veſpaſian and Vitellius. The one he 
the ſingle granting of liberty to Joſeph, was extolled in the higheſt degree, and depre- n. 
leaving the generoſity of his plan ſomewhat ciated the character of the other; and all dae fr 
incompleat; for that his chains ought not | 
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this with a fixed deſign to prevail on the Veſpaſian. 
only to be taken off, but broken, as a perfect ſoldiers of Vitellius to take part with Vel- 
teſtimony of his innocence ; otherwiſe the || Paſian. 3 
diſhonour of his impriſonment would re- The arguments of Cæcinna were urged 
main, though his perſon was reſtored to with ſo much zeal, that he obtained the point 
liberty. Veſpaſian, agreeing in this opi- at which he laboured, and prevailed on bis 
nion, gave immediate orders that the chains troops to agree to go over to Antony: but 
ſhould be cut in pieces. This circumſtance On the following night, Cæcinna's people, 
not only gave freedom to Joſeph, but ſo parily repenting of what they had done, 
raiſed his reputation as a prophet, that and partly in fear of the conſequence wn 
every one was diſpoſed to give credit to caſe Vitellius ſhould prove ſucceſsful in tho 
any of his future predictions: | conteſt, advanced in a rage with drawn 
| (words, with a determination to 3 
0 kl Cecinnaz which they certainly would 
CHAP. XIII. have done, if the ES had not inter- 
ceded ſtrongly in his favour : but they in- 
ſiſted that, as a traitor, he ſhould be im- 
mediately ſent to Vitellius in chains. 
Anthony was no ſooner informed of this 
event, than he inſtantly diſpatched a party 
to attack them as deſerters. For ſome time 
they made a faint reſiſtance ; but receded 
upon the firſt violent ſhock, and betook 
themſelves to flight towards Cremona : but 
Anthony, interpofing his cavalry between 
7M the 


Veſpafian, in his way to Rome, goes to An- 
tioch. Carinua prevails on the ſoldiers of 
Vitellius to take part with Veſpaſian; but 
they deſert. An encounter between Antho- 
ny and the Vitellians. The capitol ſeized on 
by Sabinus, A deſperate en gagement be- 
tween Anthony and the Vitellians. Vitel- 
lrus 1s dragged through the ſtreets, and 
tabbed in the city, 1 
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the fugitives and the town, and entirely | 


ſurrounding them, deſtroyed great numbers 

on the ſpot, and permitted his troops to 

make plunder of all they could find in the 

place, The whole army of Vitellius, a- 

mounting to thirty thouſand two hundred 

men, fell on this occaſion : and of the 

merchants and townſmen great numbers 

were ſacrificed. Four thouſand five hun- 

dred of the men whom Anthony had 

brought out of Myſia were likewiſe ſlain: 

BZ | but Anthony gave Cæcinna his liberty, and 

| diſpatched him to Veſpaſian with an ac- 

| count of the victory; who received him 

with all imaginable honour and reſpect, 

which was deemed a counterpoiſe to the 

diſgrace he had received by deſerting his 
tormer commander, 


Veſpaſian, informed that Anthony was on 
his march towards Rome, than he was in- 


Sabinus ſeiz- 
es on the 
capitol. 


the ſame night, aſſembled the city guards, 
and ſeized on the capitol. On the follow- 
ing day great numbers of diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſons joined his party; among whom was 
his nephew, Domitian. 

Vitellius, directing his reſentment towards 
Sabinus, paid little regard to the proceed- 
ings of Anthony. He diſpatched a body of 
his own troops to attack the capitol. In 
which enterprize ſingular inſtances of bra- 
very were exhibited betwixt the aſſailants 
and thoſe in the temple; but, in the end, 
the Germans made themſelves maſters of 
the hill, their numbers being too great for 
thoſe of their opponents. Domitian, and 
other Romans of the firſt rank, eſcaped 
miraculouſly : the greateſt part of the peo- 
ple were totally deſtroyed ; and the ſoldiers 
firſt plundered the temple, and then ſet it 
on fire. Sabinus was made priſoner, and 

conducted to Vitellius, who commanded 

that he ſhould be put to death inſtantly. 
Next day Anthony arrived with his ar- 
my ; when a deſperate battle commenced 
between him and the Vitellians ; the lat- 
ter of whom being nearly all flain, 
Vitellius came out of his palace in a fit of 
Intoxication ; for he was much addict- 
ed to exceſs. He was inſtantly ſeized, 
dragged through the ſtreets, and at length 
mortally ſtabbed in the center of the city. 
He had reigned eight months and five days ; 


Vitellius 
ſtabbed. 
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No ſooner was Sabinus, the brother of | 


ſpired with freſh courage: he therefore, on 


of Judea, and then made preparation for 


Gaza his fifth ; from which he went to 


OF THE „ [Bogx 
during which time his extravagance was ſo 
great, that it was imagined the revenue of 
the empire would not have been equal to 
his expences had he lived much longer, 
Exclufive of thoſe already mentioned, it 
was reckoned that there were above fifty 
thouſand men flain. This action took 
place on the 3d of the month Appellæus. 

Mucianus and his army eatering Rome 
the following day, found the foldiers of 
Anthony engaged in ſearching for the troops 
of Vitellius, whom they indiſeriminately 
put to death the moment they were appre» 
hended. When the fury of this carnage 
had in ſome degree ſubſided, Mucianus in- 
ſinuated that the people would act a wiſe 
part in electing Domitian governor, till 
Veſpafian ſhould arrive; but the people 
apprehending no farther danger, would not 
conſent to this propoſal. 


C HAF. XIV. 


Veſpafian diſpatches hi, ſon Titus towards 
5 50 Feruſalem. 8 
HE Roman empire being now ſet- 
tled, Veſpafian conſidered the ſtate 


his journey to Rome, Having adjuſted all 
things at Alexandria, he diſpatched his ſon 
Titus, with the beſt of his troops, on an, 
expedition againſt Jeruſalem. Titus hav- „ 
ing gone by land to Nicopolis, about twen- ruſalen. 
ty furlongs from Alexandria, there embark- 
ed his forces in long boats, and failed down 
the Nile, on the banks of the Mendeſian 
Canton, to the city of Thmuis, and landed 
at Tanis. , Hence he proceeded to Hera- 
cleopolis, and thence to Peluſium, where 
he remained two days to refreſh his troops. 
Then he marched acroſs the deſert, and en- 
camped near the temple of Jupiter Caſſius. 
On the following day he proceeded to 
Oſtracine; which is ſo remarkable for its 
drowth, that the inhabitants have no water 
but what they procure from other places. 
Thence he went to Rinocorura, where he 
remained ſome time. Raphia, on the 
confines of Syria, was his fourth ſtage, and 


Aſcalon, Jamnia*and Joppa; and from 
Joppa to Cæſarea, in the view of adding 
ſome reinforcement to the troops under his 
command, | 


*:Þ 


advantageous manner. 


Eleazar dic. | 


unites the 
fadlion of the 
Lelotes. 
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Zleazar, Fohn, and Simon, head three ſeveral ' faftions in Jeruſalem. | An encounter betwweert 


Jobn and Eleazar; after which 


in Feruſalem. The march of the Roman army under the command of Titus, 


iT} 


ſerts ſituated between Egypt 


rea, where he had determined 
to form his army in the moſt 
During the time 
that he remained at Alexandria with his 
father, iſſuing orders reſpecting the govern- 
ment of the empire, which the Almighty 
had been pleaſed to commit to his charge, 
the malecontents of Jeruſalem divided 
themſelves into three diſtin& parties, and 
ſeverally oppoſed each other; as if labour- 
ing to procure their own deſtruction. 

I have already related the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the faction of the Zelotes, whole arbi- 
trary proceedings were unqueſtionably the 
principal cauſe of ruin to the city of Jeru- 
ſalem. The ſeparation of this faction was 
commenced in the temple by Eleazar, the 
ſon of Simon; who irritated the Zelotes 


againſt the people, under the pretext that 


the audacious conduct of John of Giſchala 
was at length become intolerable. Eleazar 


was equally remarkable for a cruelty of 


diſpoſition ; and he was influenced to put 
himſelf at the head of a faction, from an 
impatience of inferiority, Judas, the ſon 
of Chelcias; Simon, the ſon of Ezron, 
men of high diſtinction and great intereſt ; 


and Ezechias; the ſon of Chobar, deſcended | 


of noble anceſtors, attached themſelves to 
the party of Eleazar, and each was attended 
by a company of Zelotes. This faction | 


Jobn and Simon engage. Terrible calamities 


and Syria, repaired to Cæſa- 


prevail 


ITUS having paſſed the de. took. poſſeſſion of the interior part of the 


temple, and ſtationed guards upon the 
ſacred doors and. porches ; and as they had 
impiouſly determined to obſerve no diſtinc- 
tion between ſacred and profane things, 
they entertained a full confidence of gaining 
a plentiful ſupply of the neceſſaries of life, 
fince proviſion would continue to be brought 
into the place for the purpoſe of the daily 
oblations. Their only apprehenſion now 
was, that they were not ſufficiently nume- 
rous to effect an important enterprize. 
John's party was conſiderably more 
powerful than Eleazar's, whoſe deficiency 
in point of numbers, however, was fully 
compenſated by the elevated ſituation of 
his poſt, which gave him a great advantage 


[over his adverſary. John, convinced of his 


unfavourable ſtation, was unable to deter- 
mine on what means to purſue ; but every 
ſuggeſtion of prudence. at length yielding 


to the deſire of vengeance, he made te- „hn attacks 
peated aſſaults upon Eleazar; whereby Eleazar. 


the temple was defiled with dead carcaſcs 
and the blood of the ſlain. ; 

The people, thus circumſtanced, choſe 
Simon, the ſon of Gorias, their governor z 
who being in poſſeſſion of the whole upper 
and greateſt part of the lower town, di- 
reed his arms againſt the faction under 
the command of Johnz who being hard 
preſſed from above by Eleazar, Simon, pur- 
ſued his attacks with additional vigour. 
Eleazar-being poſſeſſed of the moſt elevated 


ſpot, 
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the fugitives and the town, and entirely | 


ſurrounding them, deſtroyed great numbers 

on the ſpot, and permitted his troops to 

make plunder of all they could find in the 

place, The whole army of Vitellius, a- 

mounting to thirty thouſand two hundred 

men, fell on this occaſion : and of the 

merchants and townſmen great numbers 

were ſacrificed. Four thouſand five hun- 

3 dred of the men whom Anthony had 

brought out of Myſia were like wiſe ſlain : 

| but Anthony gave Czcinna his liberty, and 

diſpatched him to Veſpaſian with an ac- 

count of the victory; who received him 

with all imaginable honour and reſpect, 

which was deemed a counterpoiſe to the 

diſgrace he had received by deſerting his 
tormer commander. 

No ſooner was Sabinus, the brother of 

Veſpaſian, informed that Anthony was on 

his march towards Rome, than he was in- 


Sabinus ſeiz- 
es on the 
capitol. 


the ſame night, aſſembled the city guards, 
and ſeized on the capitol. On the follow- 
ing day great numbers of diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſons joined his party; among whom was 
his nephew, Domitian. 

Vitellius, directing his reſentment towards 
Sabinus, paid little regard to the proceed- 
ings of Anthony. He diſpatched a body of 
his own troops to attack the capitol. In 
which enterprize ſingular inſtances of bra- 
very were exhibited betwixt the aſſailants 
and thoſe in the temple; but, in the end, 
the Germans made themſelves maſters of 

the hill, their numbers being too great for 
thoſe of their opponents. Domitian, and 
other Romans of the firſt rank, eſcaped 
miraculouſly : the greateſt part of the peo- 
ple were totally deſtroyed ; and the ſoldiers 
firſt plundered the temple, and then ſet it 
on fire. Sabinus was made priſoner, and 
conducted to Vitellius, who commanded 
that he ſhould be put to death inſtantly. 
Next day Anthony arrived with his ar- 
my ; when a deſperate battle commenced 
between him and the Vitellians ; the lat- 
ter of whom being nearly all flain, 
Vitellius came out of his palace in a fit of 
intoxication ; for he was much addict- 
ed to exceſs. He was inſtantly ſeized, 
dragged through the ſtreets, and at length 
mortally ſtabbed in the center of the city. 


He had reigned eight months and five days ; 


Vitellius 
ſtabbed. 
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OF THP 


[Book 


4 


during which time his extravagance was ſo 
great, that it was imagined the revenue of 
the empire would not have been equal to 
his expences had he lived much longer. 
Exclufive of thoſe already mentioned, it 
was reckoned that there were above fifty 
thouſand men ſlain. This action took 
place on the 3d of the month Appellæus. 

Mucianus and his army entering Rome 
the following day, found the foldiers of 
Anthony engaged in ſearching for the troops 
of Vitellius, whom they indiſeriminately 
put to death the moment they were appre. 
hended. When the fury of this carnage 
had in ſome degree ſubſided, Mucianus in- 
ſinuated that the people would act a wiſe 
part in electing Domitian governor, till 
Veſpafian ſhould arrive; but the people 
apprehending no farther danger, would not 
conſent to this propoſal. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Veſpaſian diſpatches hi. fon Titus towards 
Feruſalem. 
HE Roman empire being now ſet- 
tled, Veſpafian conſidered the ſtate 

of Judea, and then made preparation for 
his journey to Rome, Having adjuſted all 
things at Alexandria, he diſpatched his fon 
Titus, with the beſt of his troops, on an, 
expedition againſt Jeruſalem. Titus bav- comer f. 
ing gone by land to Nicopolis, about tw-en- ruſlen. 
ty furlongs from Alexandria, there embark- 
ed his forces in long boats, and failed don 
the Nile, on the banks of the Mendeſian 
Canton, to the city of Thmuis, and landed 
at Tanis. , Hence he proceeded to Hera- 
cleopolis, and thence to Peluſium, where 
he remained two days to refreſh his troops. 
Then he marched acroſs the deſert, and en- 
camped near the temple of Jupiter Caſſius. 
On the following day he proceeded to 
Oſtracine; which is ſo remarkable for its 
drowth, that the inhabitants have no water 
but what they procure from other places. 
Thence he went to Rinocorura, where he 
remained ſome time. Raphia, on the 
confines of Syria, was his fourth ſtage, and 
Gaza his fifth; from which he went to 
Aſcalon, Jamnia*and Joppa; and from 
Joppa to Czfarea, in the view of adding 


ſome reinforcement to the troops under his 
command, 
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CHAPTER I. 


Fleazar, John, and Simon, bead three ſeveral  faftions in Jeruſalem: An encoiinter between 
Jobn and Eleazar; after which Jobn and Simon engage. Terrible calamities prevail 
in Feruſalem. The march of the Roman army under the command of Titus. 


SSI Vs having paſled the de- 
$ x ſerts ſituated between Egypt 

i and Syria, AN to Cæſa- 
Y Y rea, where he had determined 
S to form his army in the moſt 
advantageous manner. During the time 
that he remained at Alexandria with his 
father, iſſuing orders reſpecting the govern- 
ment of the empire, which the Almighty 
had been pleaſed to commit to his charge, 
the malecontents of Jeruſalem divided 
themſelves into three diſtinct parties, and 
ſeverally oppoſed each other ; as if labour- 
ing to procure their own deſtruction. 

I have already related the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the faction of the Zelotes, whoſe arbi- 
trary proceedings were unqueſtionably the 
principal cauſe of ruin to the city of Jeru- 
ſalem. The ſeparation of this faction was 
commenced in the temple by Eleazar, the 


ſation of the ſon of Simon; who irritated the Zelotes 


Lelotes; 


againſt the people, under the pretext that 
the audacious conduct of John of Giſchala 
was at length become intolerable. Eleazar 
was equally remarkable for a cruelty of 
diſpoſition ; and he was influenced to put 


| himſelf at the head of a faction, from an 


impatience of inferiority. Judas, the ſon 
of Chelcias; Simon, the ſon of Ezron, 
men of high diſtinction and great intereſt ; 


and Ez echlas, the ſon of Chobar, deſcended | 


of noble anceſtors, attached themſelves to 
the party of Eleazar, and each was attended 
by a company of Zelotes. This faction | 


| 


took. poſſeſſion of the interior part of the 
temple, and ſtationed guards upon the 


ſacred doors and porches; and as they had 


impiouſly determined to obſerve no diſtinc- 
tion between ſacred and profane things, 
they entertained a full confidence of gaining 
a plentiful ſupply of the neceſſaries of life, 
ſince 8 would continue to be brought 
into the place for the purpoſe of the daily 
oblations. Their only apprehenſion now 
was, that they were not ſufficiently nume- 
rous to effect an important enterprize. 
John's party was conſiderably more 
powerful than Eleazar's, whoſe deficiency 
in point of numbers, however, was fully 
compenſated by the elevated ſituation of 
his poſt, which gave him a great advantage 
over his adverſary. John, convinced of his 
unfavourable ſtation, was unable to deter- 
mine on what means to purſue ; but every 
ſuggeſtion of prudence. at length yielding 


to the deſire of vengeance, he made te- fn attacks 
peated aſſaults upon Eleazar; whereby Eleazar. 


the temple was defiled with dead earcaſes 
and the blood of the lain. | 

The people, thus circumſtanced, choſe 
Simon, the ſon of Gorias, their governor ; 
who being in poſſeſſion of the whole upper 
and greateſt part of the lower town, di- 
reed his arms againſt the faction under 
the command of Johnz who being hard 
preſſed from above by Eleazar, Simon pur- 
ſued his attacks with additional vigour. 


Eleazar being poſſeſſed of the moſt * 
N. 
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fpot, had à conſiderable advantage over || rious beaſts. The women and ancient men 
John, but who had an equal power over | put forth prayers for the ſucceſs of the Ro- 
Simon; his party being ſtationed on ſtill || mans, hoping to be relieved by their means 
lower ground. Thus was a double war from the intolerable calamities of civil diſ. 
purſued againſt John, who had but little cord. The ſituation of the inhabitants was 
difficulty in repulſing the attacks made by || truly deplorable; for the leaders of the fac- 
Simon; and he exerted his utmoſt efforts || tions, notwithſtanding their inveterate en- 
| to defend himſelf againſt Eleazar, whom || mity to each other, united in the determi- 
he annoyed with ſtones and darts caſt by || nation to ſacrifice ſuch of the people as were 
flings and machines. The weapons diſ- || ſuſpected to entertain the moſt diſtant wiſh 
charged by theſe engines killed many of ||of ſuccels to the Romans: The ſhouts of 
Eleazar's people, and others who had re-|| thoſe who were engaged, the lamentations 
paired to the temple for the purpoſe of per- of the wounded, and the claſhing of arms, 
forming the duties of religion. Theſe ini- || were inceſſantly heard both day and night. 
quitous people gave ready admiſſion to all || All diſtinction of perſons was loſt ; even 
who came to the temple from religious funeral rites, and all other decencies, were 
motives; but the Jews were ſubjected toſ|entirely neglected. The people who com- 
more particular examinations than others. ||poſed the factions mounted the heaps of 
Many of the ſtrangers who eſcaped the] ſlain, and fought with a ſeeming oſtenta- 
rage of the ſoldiers, were killed by the] tion. John applied to profane purpoſes a 
ſtones and lances diſcharged by the faction || quantity of materials appointed for the ſer- 


under John; and numbers of theſe weapons vice of the holy temple. The people and 
| Preadful car. Teached the very altar, and deſtroyed the] the high (rs had, previous to theſe ca- 


nage in the prieſts who were employed in diſcharging lamities, 
temple, 


ormed a deſign of raifing the tem- 
the duties of the ſacred function. Perſons || ple twenty cubits, and erecting an arch for 
who had repaired from diſtant parts of the] the ſupport of the work; and for the pur- 
globe were ſacrificed in the holy temple, | poſe of carrying the plan into execution, 
where they meant to offer prayers and King Agrippa, at an amazing expence, had 
adorations to the Almighty ; and the altar, | cauſed a quantity of timber, remarkable for 
which not only the Greeks, but even the tts length, breadth, and excellent quality, 
moſt barbarous nations, held in the greateſt ||to be conveyed from mount Libanus : but 
veneration, was polluted with their blood. || the war taking place, the ſcheme was in- 
The carcaſes of perſons facred and profane, ||terrupted. John now cauſed the trees to 
ſtrangers and natives, were promiſcuouſly || be cut into lengths, to form turrets for de- 
heaped together, and the blood iſſuing from || fending himſelf againſt the attacks of Ele- 
them flowed up to the altar. ſezar; which were erected along the wall to 
When John was attacked by Simon || the weſtward, oppoſite the great hall. John 
and Eleazar at the ſame time, he divided cheriſhed the flattering idea, that by this 
his forces, and annoyed the former with || impious contrivance he would be enabled to 
darts diſcharged from the tops of the ſubdue his enemies: but, through the pro- 
_ porches; and againſt the latter he directed his] vidence of heaven, the Romans were ap- 
engines for caſting ſtones and arrows, || pointed the inſtruments of rendering his 
Through the intoxication or fatigue of || defign abortive, : 
Eleazar and his people, they allowed John] Titus, having aſſembled one part of his 
frequent intervals; and he, availing himſelf}] army, and commanded the remainder to 
of theſe opportunities, made more powerful march to Jeruſalem, repaired to Cæſarea. 
aſſaults upon Simon, whom he compelled}| Excluſive of. the three legions which had 
to retire ; and, in the purſuit, ſet fire to made great devaſtation and havoe in Judea, | 
ſtore-houſes, granaries, habitations, and while under the command of Veſpaſian, he _ 
other buildings, wholly regardleſs of what|| was joined by the twelfth legion, which —— jou 
they contained: and a like conduct was|| was compoſed of brave and well diſciplined xg 
adopted by Simon when John was under ||troops, whoſe natural intrepidity was greatly 
the neceſfity of returning to his quarters. ||encreaſed by the deſire of revenge for the 
In ſhort, they deſtroyed all that was neceſ- || defeat they had ſuſtained under the com- 
fary for the defence of the city; all that] mand of Ceſtius. Titus commanded the 
ſurrounded the temple was entirely con-|| fifth legion to march by the way of Am- 
fumed by fire; and a flock of grain, and||maus, and the tenth by that of Jericho; 
other neceſſaries, that would have ſerved and he led the reſt of the army himſelf, with _ 
the inhabitants during a ſiege of ſeveral [a more powerful body of royal auxiliaries 
years, being nearly all burnt, a famine] than had been ſupplied on any former oc- 
enſued, which produced the utter deftruc-|| cafion, and a numerous company of Syrian 
tion of the city. | troops. Detachments from the four legions 
Beſieged by the Romans, and diſtracted having been ſent into Italy, under the con- 
by internal diviſions, Jeruſalem reſembled duct of Mucianus, Titus compleated the 
a body expoſed as a prey to ſavage and fu- Fw” by ſupplying the places 0 
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Wim Warns 563 - $608 ee 
| the draughted meh out of the two thouſand 


choſen Alexandrian troops who accompa- and they exerted their utmoſt efforts for 
nied him, and the three thouſand that fol- | 


effecting his deſtruction, as the only means 

lowed him from the Euphrates. He was || of interrupting the ſucceſs of the Roman 

joined by his valuable and much reſpected || arms. They preſſed upon him both in 

friend, Tiberias Alexander, formerly the||flank and rear; but wherever the gallant 

governor of Egypt; who, ſoon after he had general turned, the enemy fled : his peo- 

aſſumed that office, eſpouſed the cauſe of ple kept cloſe to him, and behaved*with 
Veſpaſian, and contracted an alliance with 


li great reſolution. Titus and his party, Titus forces 
bim, to which he adhered, without ſuf- however, conceived that there remained his way 


614 
inflamed the Jews with additional rage; 
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fering the uncertain events of fortune to || no probable means of eſcape but by forcing a Je Arr | 18 
ſhake his fidelity. paſſage through the adverſe army; on which 1 
CHAP. it deſperate exploit they reſolved. In the i 


attempt two of Titus's friends were ſlain, 


the horſe of one of them was killed, and 
at Feruſalem, who make a furious ſally, that of the other ſeized by the enemy: but 


and cut f the communication between the || the general and the remaining part of his 
tao diviſions of the Roman army. The || company gained the camp without receiving 
providential eſcape of Titus. a wound; or, being otherwiſe injured: 


CHAP. Il, 


The three factions unite, Several ſhirmiſhe* 
between the Tews and Romans. 


HE legion from Ammaus joining Ti- 
tus that night, he directed his march 
the next morning towards Scopos, 

ſituated ſeven ſtadia from Jeruſalem, on the 

northern ſide. Scopus, though ſituated in a 

hollow, commands a view of the city and 

temple. Titus ordered two legions to en- 
camp immediately; and the legion which; 
by performing a tedious march during the 
night, was greatly fatigued, he appointed 
to encamp at the diſtance of three ſtadia far= 
ther from the enemy. The tenth legion 
arrived about this time from Jericho; which 


Titus reconnoitres the ſituation of the enemy 


FUITUS led his army, according to the 
military diſcipline of the Romans, by 
the way of Samaria, to Gophana, wherein| 
Veſpaſian had formerly eſtabliſhed a gar- 
riſon. The morning after his arrival at 
this place he proceeded to the Valley of 
Thorns,” ſituated near thirty furlongs from || early 
Jeruſalem, and adjacent to the village of 
Gabath Saul, or the valley of Saul; where he 
encamped his army the ſame evening. 
| Titus now led a body of fix hundred ſe- 
1 lect cavalry towards Jeruſalem, to inform 
blem; and himſelf of the ſituation of the Jews : while 
backed. he continued in the direct road to the city, 
none of the enemy appeared on the battle- 
ments; but upon his croſſing towards the 
turret called Pſephinos, a great concourſe of 


Jews ſuddenly ruſhed from the gate oppo- || Titus ordered to encamp at fix ſtadia eaſt- 
lite the ſepulchre of Helena, on that quarter ward of Jeruſalem and the mount of Olives, 
called the Woman's Tower; and, forcing a which is oppoſite the city, being ſeparated 

| paſſage through the cavalry, intercepted all || only by the valley of Cedron. FE 
communication between the two diviſions|| The contending factions in the city began 
of the Roman army. Titus found himſelf, || now to think it prudent to diveſt themſelves 
accompanied by only a ſmall number of his || of their animoſities, that they might have 
troops, in a ſituation whence he could not it in their power to cope with the common 
advance on account of the gardens, enclo- enemy. As ſoon as a reconciliation had taken \ 
ſures, and ditches, between him and the place, they furiouſly ruſhed acroſs the valley. Ihe faction 
city; nor retreat, a powerful body of Jews and with violent ſhouts and clamours al- unite, ond 
having ſtationed themſelves between him || faulted the tenth legion, who were then ES lan, 
and the reſt of his army. Thus ſituated, he employed in forming the entrenchments of 

was conſcious that his ſafety muſt depend] their camp. When the attack was made, 
wholly on the ſucceſs of an extraordinary all the Romans, who were unprovided with 
effort of intrepidity ; he therefore com- || weapons of defence, quitted their ſtations 
manded his people to follow him amidſt in great conſternation ; ſome ſonght their 
the body of the Jews, in order to force a||ſafety in flight, others ran to take up arms, 
paſſage to the reſt of the troops. Titus had] but before they could make uſe of them 
omitted to provide himſelf with armour for || they were cut off by the enemy. The ſuc- 
the defence of his perſon, as his view was ceſs of the Jews animated conſiderable num- 
only to reconnoitre the ſtate of the enemy; bers of the ſame profeſſion to reinforce 
notwithſtanding which he eſcaped unhurt, them: but as the Romans were overtaken 
amidſt immenſe numbers of darts, arrows, by ſuch as had gained ground of the body 
and other weapons, diſcharged againſt him. of the Jews, they turned, and killed and 
He put every man who oppoſed his progreſs || wounded ſeveral. Notwithſtanding which 
to death, and trampled great numbers un-||they were obliged to abandon their camp, 
der his horſe's feet. Theſe ſurpriſing exploits! the number of the Jews continuing to in- 


7N | creale ; 


614 


Titus exhort- 
ed by his 
friends to re- 
tire. 


He maintains Maintained his ground, reſolutely oppoſing || loſt their lives by the tword ; and many were 


his ground, 


HISTORY 


creaſe; and the whole legion would ine- 


vitably have been deſtroyed, had not Titus, | 


attended by a body of choſen troops, arrived 
to their relief: his appearance put a ſtop to 
the flight; and he upbraided the fugitives 
with being deficient in courage. He at- 
tacked the Jews in flank, killed ſeveral, 
wounded a great number, and drove the 
reſt into the valley; which they croſſed 
in great diſorder. Having gained the fur- 
ther ſide of the valley with ſome loſs, they 
made a ſtand, and maintained a conteſt with 
the Romans till mid-day. Early in the 
afternoon, Titus reinforced the legion with 
the troops he had led to its ſuccour when it 
was put to flight by the Jews; and having 
ſtationed parties in proper places to guard 
againſt excurſions of the enemy, he ordered 
the remaining part of his people to proceed 
up the mountain, on the ſummit of which 
they were to encamp and raiſe fortifications. 

The Jews, obſerving the Roman troops 
in motion, imagined that they were actually 
flying; and this idea was ſtrengthened by the 
thaking a garment in the air by one of the 
ſentinels upon the walls of the town, a ſig- 
nal that had previouſly been agreed upon. 
In conſequence of this intimation, the fown 
ruſhed to the aſſault with ſuch violence, that 
theic adverſaries were not able to withſtand: 
the ſhock, and were diſperſed as if by 
the ſtroke of ſome terrible engine : but they 
exerted every poſſible effort to preſerve them- 
ſelves, by endeavouring to gain the top of 


the mountain. Titus made a ſtand about The worſhippers imagining that the deſign 


the middle of the hill, being attended by 
only a ſmall number of intrepid friends, 
who exhorted him no longer to expoſe him- 
ſelf to the dangerous rage of a profligate 
banditti ; they ſaid that the Jews were driv- 
en to ſuch a ſtate of deſperation, that death 
was the beſt event that could happen to 
them ; and that therefore it became a point 
of duty to preſerve a life on which ſo ma- 
terially depended the honour and ſafety of 
the Roman empire : but, wholly regardleſs 
of the advice of his companions, Titus 


the aſſailants; ſome of whom he cut over 
the face, killed others, and drove ſome into 


the valley, Titus thus kept the Jews in 


ſome awe; but ſtill they did not deem it | 


neceſſary to ſeek refuge in the city: they 
formed an opening to the right and left, and 


aſſaulted Titus and his party on each fide. 


But the Romans attacked them in flank, 


fighting with aſtoniſhing bravery. 


The Romans who were fortifying their 
camp at the top of the mountain, were per- 


fectly amazed at the flight of the troops || whereto he appointed a ſufficient number of 
beneath. In their diſtraction ſome of them || troops to repulſe the Jews in caſe parties of 
ran to the place where Titus was encom- || them ſhould attempt to obſtruct his pro- 
paſſed ; and, ſo violent was their rage, that greſs ; and another body he ordered to level 
they inſtantly drove the Jews down the hill, || all the ways between the place where his 
and purſued them to the valley: but the|| army was now poſted and the city: which 


OF THE | [Book 


example of Titus greatly animated their 
endeavours, This being effected, he order- 
ea the legion to compleat the entrench- 
ments on the top of the mountain. 


T S IV. 
John meditutes a horrid ſcene of vi Hainy, 


The fattions form themſelves into two par- 
ties. Titus advances towards the city, 


| Suſpenſion of hoſtilities now taking 
place, the diſſentions among the 

Jews were revived. The Paſchal feaſt, or 
the feaſt of unleavened bread, which is ce- 
lebrated on the fourteenth of the month 
Xanthicus, whence the Jews date their de- 
liverance out of Egypt, now approaching; 
Eleazar cauſed the gate of the temple to be 
opened, that all who repaired thither from 
religious motives might have free admit- 
tance; ; | 
John impiouſly determined to take ad- The il 
vantage of the opportunity which this oc- Jon. 
caſion afforded ; and therefore he ſelected a 
number of his adherents, whoſe perſons 
were leaſt known; and providipg them with 
daggers and other weapons, to be concealed 
under their garments, inſtructed them in 
the meaſures they were to purſue. Accord- 
ingly theſe diſſolute people diſperſed them- 
ſelves among thoſe who had aſſembied in 
the temple for the purpoſe of performing 
the duties of religion, and then, throwing 
open their garments, expoſed their weapons. 


of the armed men was hoſtile towards all 
other people who were in the building, 
the utmoſt confuſion prevailed; but Elea- 
zar and the Zelotes knew that they were 
the objects againſt whom the reſentment of 
John was principally directed. The guards 
therefore drew off from the gates, others 
leaped from the towers where they were 
| ſtationed, and concealed themſelves in the 
vaults of the building. Some of the people f 
who repaired to the altar were preſſed or camy:in 
trampled to death by the crowd; others the tente 


| deſtroyed by means of cudgels. Thoſe who 
entertained private animoſities, gratified 
their 4eſire of revenge by murdering their 
adverſaries under the pretence of their be- 
ing friends to the oppoſite parties. The 
interior part of the temple being now in 
poſſeſſion of the Zelotes, they aſſaulted Si- 
mon with unuſual vigour. The factions 
were now reduced into two diviſions. 

At this time Titus reſolved to advance 
his army nearer Jeruſalem; preparatory 
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The Jeus concert meaſures for deceiving the 
Romans. Feruſalem beheged. 

HE Jews now concerted a plot for 
deceiving the enemy, A number of 

the moſt reſolute left the city, by. the 
place called the Women's Tower, pretend- 
ing that their dread of the party who were 
advocates for a reconciliation had compelled 
them to leave the town ; and keeping them- 
ſelves as cloſe together, and as much con- 
cealed as poſſible, they appeared to be fear- 
ful of venturing farther leſt they ſhould be 


e attacked by the Romans. Another party, 


who were ſtationed upon the walls, raiſing 
their voices to the utmoſt extent, in the 
name of the inhabitants called for peace and 


alliance with the enemy, ſupplicating them | 


to agree to a compromiſe, and promiſing 
that the gates ſhould be opened: and to 
give their deception an air of plauſibility, 
they counterfeited a domeſtic contention ; 
ſome pretending to be deſirous of going over 
to the Romans, and others caſting ſtones 
and uſing other means as if to obſtruct 
them. After ſeyeral feigned attempts and 


repulſes, the former party retired, affecting 


to be much diſappointed. On the preced- 
ing day Titus had made the Jews an offer, 
through the agency of Joſeph, of the very 
matter which they now {ſeemed ſo anxious 


to obtain, and the propoſal was rejected 


he therefore conceiving that they had adopt- 
ed their preſent conduct with a view of 
taking advantage of his credulity, he ſtrictly 
enjoined his troops to ſtand to their arms, 
But ſome of the ſoldiers ſtationed upon the 


n fall into trenches, miſled by this ſtratagem of the 


Jews, took up their arms, and eagerly went 
towards the city. They were permitted to 
paſs without obſtruction, till they had pro- 
ceeded neatly as far as the towers adjacent 
to the port ; when the Jews, who followed 
cloſe upon their rear, hemmed them round 
within the reach of darts, ſtones, and other 


weapons, diſcharged from the walls. By 


this means great numbers of the Romans 


ble to retire, they came to a determination 
of forcing their way back. After a long 
and obſtinate conteſt, in which both par- 
ties ſuſtained an equul loſs, the Romans ef- 
fected a paſſage through the body of the 
Jews, who annoyed them as far as the ſe- 
pulchre of Helena, and, beſides, refleted 
upon them for having been fo eaſily duped, 

The Romans, being returned to their 
quarters, were ſeverely reprimanded by the 
veneral ; but the officers interfering in their 
behalf, and the culprits promiſing amend- 
ment for the future, Titus at length con- 


were {lain and wounded ; and, being una- 


WARS OF THE JE WS. 
was accordingly done, though to the great || ſented to their 


ed the ground from the ſpot where he was 
ſtationed to the city wall to be formed on a 
level ; which was compleated in four days. 
He then commanded the moſt intrepid and 
beſt diſciplined of his ſoldiers to proceed 
towards the ramparts between the north 
and weſt ; the infantry were drawn up in 
ſeven battalions, and the cavalry were form- 
ed into three ſquadrons, archers being ſta- 
tioned between them. 

Titus eſtabliſhed his camp two ſtadia 
from. Jeruſalem, oppoſite the tower named 
Pſephinos, on that angle of the wall of the 
| city running from the north to the weſt- 
ward: he intrenched another part of his 
army towards the tower Hippocos, about 
two furlongs from the town ; and he ap- 


pointed the tenth legion to remain on Mount 
Olivet. | 


H: A P. Pl. 
Jeruſalem, with the temple, fully deſcribed. 
HREE celebrated walls ſurrounded 


except on that part which was deemed in- 
acceſſible, on account of the valley beneath; 
and in this place there was only one wall. 
This city is built on two hills, the one ſitu- 
ated oppoſite to the other; and a deep val- 
ley lies between them, the whole of which 
is likewiſe built on. The mountain on 
| which the upper town is ſituated is much 
more ſteep and lofty than the other. It 
| originally received the name of the Fortreſs 
or Caſtle, from king David, who erected 
it: but the Upper Market is the name by 
which it has been lately diſtinguiſhed. . 
The ſituation of the lower town is on 


which there is a remarkable ſteep declivity. 
Oppoſite to this there was formerly another 
hill, not ſo high as the Acra, from which 
it was ſeparated by an extenſive valley : but 
during the power of the Aſmonzan princes, 


ed the town with the temple ; in conſe- 
quence of which it commands and overlooks 
all the adjacent parts. 41 
Tyropzon is the name given to the above 
mentioned valley, which divides the upper 
from the lower town: it extends even to 
the fountain of Siloe, the waters of which 
are diſtinguiſhed by their great abundance, 
and fine flavour. 
| Without the city there are two other 
towns, which are rendered almoſt inacceſ- 
fible, by the crags and precipices which ſur- 
round them on every fide. | 
The moſt ancient of the three walls was 
remarkable for its. uncommon ſtrength, 
being erected on a hanging rock, and pro- 
a 


þ 


tected 


| another hill, which is called Acra; round 


| they cauſed this valley to be filled up, and 
| detaching a part of the hill Acra, they unit- 


615 


pardon. To be revenged on Titus ſeeks 
the Jews for this act of treachery, he order- e. 


* Deſcription of 
the city of Jeruſalem on every ſide, Jeruſalem. # 
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tected by the depth of the valley beneath | 


it. Exclufive of the advantages of its na- 
tural ſituation, it was repeatedly ſtrength- 
ened, at an immenſe expence, and by all 
the arts of induſtry, by David, Solomon, 
and a number of other princes. Its com- 
mencement on one fide was at. the tower 
named Hippocos z and it continued to ano- 
ther place, named the Galleries, ſtretching 
away by the Town-Houle, to the weſtern 
porch of the temple. On the other fide, 
reckoning from the ſame ſpot, it extended by 
Bethſo, down to the Eflene-Gate ; and from 
thence, bending ſouthwards, by the foun- 
tain of Siloe, on which place it turned eaſt- 
ward, towards the pool of Solomon ; and 
was from thence continued to the eaſt porch 
of the temple, by the way of Ophlas. | 

At the gate called Genath, which be- 
longs to the former wall, the ſecond wall 
commences ; and is carried on, by the north 
fide of the city, to the fort Antonia. 

The beginning of the third wall being at 
the tower Hippocos, it extended northward 


to that named Pfephinos, oppoſite to the 


ſepulchre of Helena, mother of king Izates, 
and queen of the Adiabenians ; and hence it 


continued by the Royal Caves, from the 


the valley of Cedron, 


the city which he had erected. 


tower at the corner, towards the place | 


which 1s denominated the Fullers Monu- 
ment ; after which it met the old wall in 
This wall was built 
by Agrippa, as a protection to that part of 
About this 


period the city had fo encreaſed in the num- 


ber of its inhabitants, that it was unable | 


to contain them ; in conſequence of which 
a ſort of ſuburbs were by degrees erected 
on the north fide of the temple next the 
hill. 
Oppoſite fort Antonia was a fourth moun- 


tain, called Bezeth, or the New Town ; be- 


Agrippa 

drops his de- 
ſign of forti- 
fying Bezeth 


been built of proportionable height, if A- 


$} 


tween which and the fort ditches of ſo 


amazing a depth had been cut, that it was 
impoſſible to undermine it. No ſooner was 
this place well peopled, than the inhabi- 


tants requeſted that it might be fortified ;| 


whereupon Agrippa, the father of king 
Agrippa, laid the foundation of the wall 
about it; but afterwards, on more mature 


deliberation, thinking that Claudius Cæſar 
might be offended at his undertaking a | 


a work of ſuch importance, he dropped the 


farther proſecution of his plan, after he had 


laid the foundations. If he had compleated 
it, the capture of Jeruſalem would have 
been rendered totally impracticable. 

Twenty cubits was the length of the 
ſtones that formed this wall, and the breadth 
of them ten; and they were ſo remarkabl 


have no effect on them. The thickneſs of 
the wall was ten cubits; and it would have 


grippa had not dropped his deſign. After 


Se y || arches, and adorned in a moſt curious man- 
hard and firm, that mining or battery could | 


or THF 


this, however, the Jews carried up the wall 
to the height of twenty cubits, and erected 
on it battiements of two cubits, and para- 
pets of three, making in the whole twenty. 
five cubits. Towers of twenty cubits ſquare 
formed the fortifications of the wall ; which 
were built with as much ſtrength as the 
wall itſelf. The towers were elevated twen⸗ 
ty cubits above the wall, and they were aſ- 
cended by circular ſtair-caſes. On the top 
of them were dining-rooms and chambers, 
and ciſterns for the reception of rain- water. 
The thifd wall was diſtinguifhed by having 
ſon it ninety towers, all built in the ſame 
ſtile of architecture, and ſituated from each 
other at equal diſtances of two hundred cu- 
bits. The old wall had fixty towers, and 
the middle only fourteen ; and the extent 
of ground round the whole city was thirty- 
three furlongs. CV 
The third wall was deemed a piece of 
exquiſite workmanſhip; but it was much 
inferior to the tower named Pſephinos: this 
tower is ſituated on the angle of the wall, 
to the north-weſt of the city ; its height 
was ſeventy cubits ; and the profpe& from 
it was ſo extenſive, that, in clear weather, 
it commands a view of Arabia, the ſea, and 
the whole extent of the Jewiſh dominions. 
There were eight angles to this tower. 

Juſt oppoſite was the tower Hippocos ; 
near which were two others erected by He- 
rod, on the old wall, of great magnitude, 
ſtrength, and elegance; for Herod conſulted 
on all occaſions the advantage and dignity 3 
| of the city. He conſecrated theſe towers to toners v 
the memory of his brother, his friend, and memorito 
his wife. An honourable death in the field hn 
of battle had diſtinguiſhed the two former ʒ his wif., W 
and the latter he deſtroyed himſelf, in a 
tranſport of jealouſy. = 
One of the towers was called Hippocos, 
after the name of one of Herod's friends. It. 
had four angles; was thirty cubits in height, 
and five and twenty in breadth : and the 
whole body was of ſolid ſtone. On the firſt 
ſtory of it was a platform of ſtones, twenty 
cubits in depth, formed in a moſt admirable 
manner, for the reception of rain-water. 
Above this were two ſtones, each twenty- 
five cubits high, divided into ſeparate apart- 
ments : eighty-five cubits was the elevation 
of the whole edifice. | 

Phaſael was the name of the ſecond tow- 
er, ſo called after his- brother, It was a 
ſquare building, forty cubits every way, and 
of the ſame height; and was maſſive from 
top to bottom. Upon the building was a 
| porch of ten cubits in height, ſupported by 


* 


ner. Above the center of this porch was 
another, in which were rich baths, and other 
apartments correſponding with the magni- 
ficent taſte of the royal builder. There were 
leveral battlements and fortifications on tbe 

top 
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brother, aa 


building being little lefs than ninety cubits. 
At the period of which I am writing, this 
tower was inhabited by the tyrannical op- 
reſſor, Simon. | 
j The third tower obtained the name of 
Mariamne, from that of the wife of Herod. 
It was of a ſquare form, twenty cubits broad, 
the ſame in length, and of the height of 
fifty-five. This tower, from a reſpe& to 
the memory of Mariamne, exceeded the 
other two in beauty and ornament. 
Theſe towers were built on the top of 
a mountain that was thirty cubits above the 
top of the old wall, which ſtood on a very 
high piece of ground. The ſtones of which 
they were formed were of a ſcarce kind, 
and too large to be removed without ma- 
chines: they were of white marble, cut 
into planks of five cubits in depth, ten in 


+ tower o 
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top of the tower, the elevation of the whole 


breadth, and twenty in length ; and were 
Joined together fo ingeniouſly, that no kind 
of parting was to be ſeen, _ 

Theſe buildings were fituated on the north 
ſide of the city ; and juſt within them ſtood 
a royal palace, coſtly and magnificent be- 
yond deſcription. It was encloſed with a 

wall thirty cubits high; and the turrets 
were placed at equal diſtances from each 
other round the whole building, which 
contained a great number of elegant rooms, 
ſufficient for-the accommodation of an hun- 
dred people. The ornaments conſiſted, in 
part, of an amazing number of curious 
marbles ; and the beams and timbers by 
which the ' roofs were ſupported were of a 
very extraordinary ſize. There were a great 
number of apartments, and paſſages between 
them, admirably calculated for convenience 
and elegance. Indeed, the whole place was 
magnificently adorned with gold, filver, 
and other valuables. There was likewiſe 
a great variety of porches and galleries, 
built in a kind of circular communication 
with each other; in each of which was a 
row of pillars. From between theſe pillars, 
which were in the open air, was the moſt 
agreeable proſpect imaginable of groves and 
well-planted gardens, ornamented with 
agreeable walks, cifterns, and fountains. 
The avenues to this delightful place were 
burnt at the time of the internal diſſen- 
tions in Jeruſalem ; and a party of the ban- 
ditti proceeding towards the palace with 
Aſma! con- the ſame intentions, ſet fire to the roots of 
ation. the three towers. 
When Solomon began to erect the tem- 
ple, he ordered a wall to be raiſed to the 
eaſtward of the rock, which was fo ſteep, 
that, without this precaution to ſupport the 
earth, ſo large a building could not have 
been carried on : beſides, the people con- 
veyed ſo much earth to the ſummit of this 
hill, that its ſurface was ſoon conſiderably 
extended ; and, after this, the north wall 


Jeſeription 
of the royal 


palace, 


| {tone balluſtrades on each fide, three cubits 
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being broken down, the Whole furniſhed 
ſufficient rootii for the foundation of this 
ſtupendous edifice. After this, they en . 
compaſſed the hill with three walls, at a 8 | 4 
great expence ; which, with other exigen- | iſ 
cies, (that is, including the upper and lower 1481 
temples) were defrayed by contributions 1 
of the religious in moſt parts of the world, 10 
at different periods, for it was the work of | 
many ages. Incredible as it may appear, 
the ſtones provided for this mighty under- 
taking were forty cubits in length. | 

Wonderful as theſe foundations were, the The ſitua- 
ſuperſtruQure was nothing inferior in point tion, magni- 
of grandeur. The upper galleries were gl] gener. 72 
double, ſupported by uniform pillars ofthe tertiple, 
white marble, of the height of twenty-five 
cubits. Theſe galleries were wainſcotted 
with cedar of the ſmootheſt grain, and cu- 
riouſly wrought up, They were each thirty 
cubits in breadth; and, including the tower 
of Antonia, their whole circumference was 
{ix ſtadia. 

In the open expoſures the ground was 
paved with a great variety of different ſtones; 
and the approach to the ſecond temple had 
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in height, exquiſitely carved and poliſhed. 
The pillars in this paſſage, which were diſ- 
poſed in regular order, were adorned with 
Latin and Greek inſcriptions, recommend- 
ing the virtues of continence and charity, 
and prohibiting ſtrangers from entering in- 
to the ſacred place; for the ſecond temple, 
which was fituated fourteen ſteps above the 
firſt, was deemed holy. Its figure was a 
regular ſquare, and it was ſurrounded by a 
wall, which was forty cubits on the outlide, 
and only twenty-five within, the other ſpace 
being covered by the ſteps that led up to it. 
Above theſe fourteen ſteps there was a 
level ground of three hundred cubits up to 
the wall; from the end of which there 
were five more ſteps to the gates of the tem- 
ple. There were likewiſe two ſteps from 
the eaſt, four from the north, and the ſame 
number from the ſouth. A particular place 1. , 
was appropriated for the worſhip of the oratory 
women: it had a partition wall to it, in 
which were two gates, one on the north, 
and the other on the ſouth ſide ; theſe were 
the only places at which the women were 
allowed to enter; nor was it lawful for them 
to paſs their own boundaries ; but thele en- 
trances were free to ſtrangers as well as in- 
habitants. On the weſt ſide there was only 
2 dead wall; between the gates above- men- 
tioned, and oppoſite the interior wall, near 
the treaſury, there were galleries ſupported 
by pillars not much inferior to thoſe below. 
Some of theſe gates were plated with 
gold and ſilver, even to the poſts and front ; 
but on the exterior part of the temple there 
was one gate of Corinthian braſs, deemed 


| 


more valuable than either of the other me- 
70 FO tals. 
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ſanct uary. 


cubits in height, and twenty-five in breadth; 


front were gilt in a moſt coſtly manner; 
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tals. Every gate had double doors, each 
thicty cubits1n height, and fifteen in breadth. 


On the inſide of the doors there were with- || 


drawing rooms, on each fide, of thirty, 
cubits ſquare, and above twenty cubits in 
height; they were built like turrets, and 
each was ſupported by pillars twelve cubits 
thick: the other gates were, in proportion, 
of ſimilar dimenſions. The Corinthian 
portal, on the eaſtern ſide of the temple, 


(the entrance appropriated to the women) 
was larger and more magnificent than 


cubits in height, and was embelliſhed with 
a greater profuſion of gold and filver plates 


the women, there were fifteen ſteps to the 
great gate; and to each of the other gates 
there were twenty. | 

Twelve ſtairs formed the aſcent to the 
place properly called the temple z that is, 
the ſacred temple or ſanctuary. The height 
of this building was one hundred cubits; 
the breadth of it, in front, was of equal ex- 
tent; but, on the back, it was only ſixty; 
for on the entrance of it there were two 
additional raiſed buildings, each of twenty 
cubits. The firſt gate meaſured ſeventy 


but it had no doors, being intended as an 


emblem of Heaven, and therefore left viſi- 


ble to all mankind. The outſides and the 
and the inſide had an equal effect to ſtrike 
the eye with an idea of grandeur. 

The interior part of the ſanctuary was 
ſeparated into two partitions; and of theſe 
the firſt which appeared to view was open 
to the top, which was of the height of 
ninety cubits, of the length of forty, and of | 
the breadth of twenty. The inſide of the 


about it gilt on all parts. Depending from 
the top there were leaves and branches of 
vines, and large cluſters of grapes hanging 
down five or fix feet; and all theſe were made 


was covered with a cieling, and therefore 
appeared the lower of the two. 


height, and ſixteen in breadth,” and were 
made of gold. 


peſtry was a mixture of ſcarlet, purple, and 
blue, wrought up to the higheſt degree of 
art. Nor was this intermixture conſidered 
merely as a curioſity, but as a myſterious 
alluſion to the four elements, either by the 
materials of which the piece was formed, or 
the colours that were interwoven : for the 
ſcarlet repreſented fire; the filk itſelf the 


Before the doors hung a| 
piece of Babylonian tapeſtry, of equal height| 
and breadth with the doors; and this ta- 


the purple was held to be a reſemblance of 


the ſea; and the blue of the air. 


The next place is the lower temple, which 


is twenty cubits broad, ſixty high, and the 


[forty eubits contained three very extraor- - 
dinary curioſities ; which were, the candle- 
ſtick; the table, and the altar of incenſe. 
The candleſtick conſiſted of ſeven branches, 
all the others: it had forty gates, was fifty | 


| that led out of the great gate. 
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ſame number in length. 
[this length of fixty cubits was divided into 


earth from which that fire was produced; 


i 


At this period 


two parts, one of forty and the other of 
twenty. The diviſion which conſiſted of 


table had reference to the twelve ſigns of 


the zodiack, which take their courſe through 


the ſeaſons of the year. In a cenſer on the 
altar of incenſe were placed thirteen kinds 
of perfumes, many of which were extracted 
from the bottom of the ſea; by which it 
was intended that we ſhould conftder God 
as the great ſovereign of the univerſe, and 
that every thing moſt valuable in it ſhould 
be devoted to his honour and glory. 


— 


the interior part of the temple, which was 
ſeparated from the other part by a veil, and 
was totally unfurniſhed. No perſon was 
permitted to enter into this place, or even 
to take a view of it. It was called the 
Sanctum Sanctorum, or Holy of Holies, 
There were ſeveral apartments on the ſides 
of this lower temple, which communicated 


above them ; and from them were paſſages 
The upper 
part of the building being narrower than 
the other, the order of the chambers was 


diſproportioned; and though leſs ſplendid 


than the other, they were forty cubits in 
height. The elevation of the whole build- 


ing was one hundred cubits. 
gate was plated with gold, and the wall 


The outſide of the temple was adorned 
with ſolid plates of gold, that rivalled the 


Thoſe parts of the build- 


A great number of pointed ſpikes of gold 


| were placed on the roof of the temple, as a 


preventive againſt the birds ſettling on and 
defiling it. 

The altar which was ſituated before the 
temple had four angles ſomething like horns. 
It was forty cubits ſquare, and fifteen in 
height. This altar was approached on the 
ſouth ſide; but the aſcent was difficult, on 
account of the declivity of the ground. In 
the conſtruction of this altar no iron 
tool was uſed, nor did a hammer ever 
touch it. | 

The temple and the altar were incloſed; 
and the people were ſeparated from the 
prieſts 


— 
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proceeding from the ſame foundation, with; 


ſeven lights, reſembling the ſeven planets, ble. a d 
| The twelve loaves of ſhew-bread on the 
than had been beſtowed on the other nine 
ates, by Alexander, the father of Tiberius, 
From the wall that ſeparated the men from | 


Twenty cubits only was the height of 


one with another, and had three ſtories 
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he candle. 
ck, the the 


. | Grandeur of 
beauty of the riſing tun, and were ſcarcely che oute of 


leſs dazzling to the eye than the beams ofthe temple. 

that luminary. 

of gold. The other diviſion of the temple ing that were not gilt, had the appearance 
0 | of a pillar of ſnow, or a mountain of marble. 

| The doors 

| Which opened to it were fifty-five cubits in 


The prieſts to 
te exemplary 
in their lives» 


prieſts by a partition of ſtone one cubit high, 
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wrought in the moſt elegant manner. 
Perſons infected with the leproſy, or other 
flthy diſorders, were not admitted into the 
temple, nor even ſuffered to reſide in thecity, 
Women 1n certain circumſtances were like- 
wiſe excluded from approaching this ſacred 
ſpot; and men were not permitted to paſs 
into the interior temple without having 
been firſt purified ; and even then it was not 
lawful for them to affociate with the prieſts. 
It was requilite that the prieſts who were 
to ſerve in the temple and at the altar 
ſhould be remarkably temperate and abſte- 
mious. On every ſeventh day the high- 
prieſt uſed to advance to the altar, with the 
other prieſts, and likewiſe on the firſt day 
of each month, and alſo on ſuch annual 
feſtivals as occurred in the year. On theſe 
occaſions he officiated with a veil girt round 
him, which hung conſiderably below his 
waiſt : under this was a linen veil, which 
hung to the ground; and over theſe two 


garments.he wore another of a violet co- 


The ephod. 


which united as a claſp. 


Jour, fringed at the bottom; to which were 
affixed golden bells and pomegranates ad- 
mirably intermixed ; the former being de- 
ſigned to repreſent thunder, and the other 
lightning. On his breaſt hung an orna- 
ment, fixed on with ribbands of various co- 


Jours, viz. ſcarlet, violet, purple, gold co- 


lour, &c. 


The ephod was likewiſe a compoſition of 


the ſame kind of colours ; but the gold was 


the moſt prevalent : and, with regard to its 


ſhape, it bore a conſiderable reſemblance to 
that of a breaſt-plate. It was embelliſhed 


with the moſt coſtly ſardonyx ſtones, on 
Which were inſcribed the names of the 


twelve tribes of Iſrael; and it was faſtened 
together by means of two buckles of gold 
From this ephod 
hung twelve valuable kinds of ſtones, in four 
rows of three each, viz. the ſardonyx, to- 


paz, emerald, carbuncle, jaſper, ſapphire, 


agate, amethyſt, lynx, onyx, beryl, and 


chryſalite : and the names were inſcribed 


on theſe alſo. 

The prieft wore on bis head a tiara of 
ſilk, on which was placed a crown of violet 
colour; and above that a crown of gold, 
on which the ſacred vowels were engraven. 
The habit worn by the high-prieſt on 
ordinary days was leſs ſumptuous than that 
above-mentioned, it being reſerved for the 
ſerious annual ſolemnity, and then appro- 
priated to the uſe of the high- prieſt alone; 
nor might be wear it, except when he en- 
tered into the Sanctum Sanctorum: for the 
annual feſtival was obſerved in the ſtricteſt 


and moſt ſolemn manner. 


The fort Antonia was erected in an angle 


between the two galleries of the firſt temple, 


which angle faced the north and weſt. Its 


ntonia.fituation was on a rock, fifty cubits in height; them. 
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and ſo ſteep on every fide as to be inacceſſi- 


ble. 


built was faced with thin ſlabs of marble, 
deſigned equally as an ornament and a ſe- 
curity ; for this marble was ſo ſlippery, that 
it could not be aſcended or deſcended. The 
encloſure of the fort confiſted only of a wall 
of three cubits in height ; within which 
was fituated the caſtle of Antonia, of forty 
cubits in extent. This caſtle was as ſtately 
and convenient as a court, being provided 
with lodging- rooms and offices for a variety 
of purpoſes, and extenſive halls and places 
of parade for the military: ſo that in fact, 
with regard to magnificence, it had the ap- 
pearance of a palace. To the view it looked 
like a tower; it was encompaſſed by four other 
towers, ſituated, in a quadrangular form, at 
equal diſtances from each other. Of theſe 
towers, three were fifty cubits high, and 
the fourth ſeventy cubits. This fourth 
looked towards the eaſt and ſouth; and from 
it there was an excellent proſpect of the 
whole temple. There were two 
ſtairs, one on the tight and the other on the 
left hand of the ſpot where the galleries 
joined. Theſe ſtairs were for the purpoſe 
of the ſoldiers going into the temple; for 
at the time that Jeruſalem was in the hands 
of the Romans, guards were conſtantly ſta- 
tioned in this quarter, to prevent ſeditious 
riots, on occaſion of any public meeting or 
feſtival. The city was commanded by the 
temple, in the ſame manner as the temple 
was by the fort Antonia. *On this fort there 
was a guard placed ; and the palace of He- 
rod was a kind of fort to the upper town. 
Bezeth, the higheſt of all the. mountains, 
was detached, as before obſerved, from the 
fort Antonia, and annexed to part of the 
new town. 


CHAP. VII. 


T he factions prevail in the city. Titus orders 
three at tacks. 


five thouſand Idumeans. 
were appointed over the ten thouſan 
twenty 


Fifty captains 
4 and 


whole faction: the chief of theſe mutineers 
were deemed to be Simon, the ſon of Cath- 
las, and James, the ſon of Solas ; but Si- 
mon was commander in chief of the united 
forces. 


The rock on which this fort was 


pair of 


officers over the five thouſand, : 
which laſt were the moſt mutinous of the 


T this time Simon had an army of gtrength of 
ten thouſand men, beſides a party of Simon. 


] 


John now held poſſeſſion of the temple ; John in pol: 
he had under him twenty captains, com- ſeſſion of the 


four hundred of the Zelotes likewiſe re- 
paired to him, and enliſted under the 
command of Simon, the ſon of Jair, and 
Eleazar, who had formerly commanded 


. | The 


manding fix thouſand men. T wo thouſand temple. 
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Jobn keeps | 
poſſeſſion of 
the temple. 


Nicaror 
wounded. 
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The two parties now oppoſing each other, 
the people fell ſacrifices to their mutual rage, 
and the moſt unoffending were the greateſt 
ſufferers. At this time Simon had poſſeſſion 
of the upper town, with the great wall as 
far as Cedron, and the old wall that extends 
to Siloe, and then, turning eaſtward, is 
continued to the palace of Monobazus, 
Now Monobazus, king of the Adiabenians, 
a people coming from the other ſide the 
Euphrates, was in poſſeſſion of the hill 
Acra, (the ſtation of the lower town) even 


to the royal reſidence of Helena, Who was 


his own mother. 

During this period John ſtill kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of the temple, and ſome of the places 
in its neighbourhood ; but Ophlas, and the 
vale of Cedron, which was ſituated between 
him and Simon, had been conſumed to aſhes, 
and could anſwer no other purpoſe than that 
of a field of battle. Though the Romans 
were now in arms before the gates of the 


city, the tumult within continued to rage 


violently. Titus, after ſurveying the walls, 


concluded that the part of the line towards | 
the ſepulchre of John, the high-prieſt, 


would be beſt expoſed to an attack. 

But while he was exerting all the power 
of his oratory with Joſeph to prevail on 
the Jews to ſolicit a peace, an arrow was 
ſhot from the wall, which wounded Nica- 
nor, (an intimate friend of Titus) in the 
left ſhoulder. This inſtance of ingra- 


titude ſo incenſed Titus, that he inſtantly | 


reſolved to make a formal attack on the 
town. He ordered his ſoldiers to plunder 
the ſuburbs without loſs of time, and to uſe 
the rubbiſh and ruins for platforms and other 
works, He ſeparated his army into three 
diviſions, aſſigning to each its proper duty. 
On the mounts, in the midſt of the main 
body, he ſtationed his archers and lingers, 


who were provided with engines to throw 


ſtones, and other miſſive annoyances ; which 
anſwered the double purpole of keeping the 


enemy engaged on the walls, and of repel- || x 
[archers to guard theſe machines, and who 


ling their attacks. 
The forces under the command of John 


John oppoſes vigorouſly oppoſed the beſiegers; while 
the behegers. himſelf, in fear of Simon, dreaded to quit 


the temple. . In the mean time Simon, be- 
ing ſtationed near, was conſtantly in action. 
The ſhot and engines which he had here- 
tofore taken from Ceſtius, and out of the 


| fort Antonia, he placed along the wall; but 


his troops being unſkilled in the uſe and 
management of theſe engines, made very 


little advantage of them. The Jews occa- 


ſionally fallied forth, and fought hand to 
hand with the Romans; who, however. 
defended their workmen by gabins and 
hurdles. Each of the Roman legions was 


provided with extraordinary machines for | 


repelling attacks; particularly the tenth le- 
gion, which could could throw larger ſtones, 
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and farther than the others: Each fone 
weighed a talent, and did execution to 
the top of the ramparts They would 
even deſtroy at the diſtance of a furlong, 
a whole file falling before them wherever 
they came. The Jews ſometimes diſcerned 
theſe ſtones at a diſtance, from the white. 
neſs of their colour, and by the noiſe which 
they made in the air: but the Romans at 
length giving them a different colour, they 
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frequently deſtroyed great numbers of the 


Jews at a ſtroke. 
The works of the Romans were no ſoon- 
er compleated, than they took the diſtance 
between the mount and wall by a line and 
plummet ; for it couldnot be effected in any 
other manner, owing to the ſhot and darts 
which were thrown down in abundance, 


When the place was found to bc properly Titas's pre. 
adapted for the battering rams, Titus di- paration, 


rected that they ſhould be brought torward, 
and the other machines likewiſe, near- 
er the wall, that they might play with the 
greater convenience. In obedience to theſe 
ordersthree batteries began to play at the ſame 
time on three different parts of the wall. 
The noiſe occaſioned by theſe engines was: 
neard 1n all parts of the city, and appeared 
not to be leis dreaded even by the faction 
than it was by the citizens. At length the 
inſurgents, though divided among them- 
ſelves, finding that their danger was gene- 


ral, thought it might not be improper to The faiongꝗ 


unite in the defence of each other. 
Hereupon they marched immediately in 
a body to the walls; where they had no 


again unites 


ſooner taken their ſtations, than they fell 


with their fires and torches on the Roman 
engines; inceſſantly plying darts and other 


weapons on thoſe who had the conducting 


of them. During this, great numbers of 
the Jews adventurouſly deſcended from the 
walls on the engines, tearing the covers off, 
and attacking the guards who were appoint- 
ed to their defence. 5 


Titus appointed a party of horſe and 


were alſo to find employment for the Jews 


on the walls, while the engineers ſhould 
carry on their operations. 
however, had for the preſent very little ef- 


This attack, 


fect: indeed, the battering- ram of the fifth _ 


legion ſhook the corner of a tower, which 
being placed higher than the wall, it fell 
to the ground, without bringing any of the 
wall with it. 

Some time having paſſed ſince the Jews 
had made any fally, the Romans thought 
they were either tired or diſheartened, and 
thereupon wandered about as if in a ſtate of 
ſecurity. The Jews, noticing this inatten- 
tion, ruſhed violently from a ſally port of 
the tower Hippocos ; ſet fire the Roman 
works ; and drove them back to their own 

camp. An alarm being immediately ſpread 


through 


7 


18 


the jews into 
the city. 


An alarm in 
tie Roman 
wp, 


. VIII.) 


through the whole army, the Romans aſ- 


ſembled from all parts to the aſſiſtance of 


their aſſociates. The Jew3 were for a while 
victorious, making an attack on every com- 
bined company they found : but the greateſt 


ſtruggle was near the engines, one party 


ſeeking to burn, and the other to preſerve 
them. The outcries of the contending 
parties rent the air; and many a gallant 
man was ſacrificed in the encounter. The 
Jews behaved with the moſt determined 
courage and intrepidity, By this time the 
fire had taken hold of the machines ; and 
they would all have been deſtroyed, with 


thoſe who attended on them, but for the 


critical arrival of a ſelec party of Alexan- 
drian troops, whoſe behaviour on the occa- 
ſion cannot be ſufficiently applauded, fince 
it contributed, in a great degree, to the ho- 
nour of the day. 

The proceedings of the Jews were imped- 
ed by theſe troops, till the arrival of Ti- 
tus, with a body of cavalry. He killed 


Tius drives twelve men with his own hands, and drove 


the remainder of the party into the city. 
By this enterprize the engines were ſaved 
from deſtruction. 


A Jew being made priſoner in the above 


mentioned engagement, Titus gave orders 
that he ſhould be crucified on the walls, in 


ſight of the people, to try what degree of 


influence might be produced by terror. Not- 
withſtanding this circumſtance, an Idumean 
officer, named John, was ſhot by an Ara- 
bian through the heart, with an arrow, as 


he was converſing before the walls with a 


ſoldier. Being a man equally diſtinguiſhed 
by his courage and wiſdom, his unfortunate 
end occaſioned preat diſtreſs among thoſe 
to whom he was known. 
CHAP YU: 
Several deſperate ſallies made by the Fews. 
SINGULAR ajarm happened 


about this period in the camp of the 


Romans. Orders having been given by 
Titus, for conſtructing three towers, each 
fifty cubits in height, on the ramparts, in 


order to have the command of the wall of 


the city, one of them fell ſuddenly to the 
ground during the night, and made ſo hor- 
rid a noiſe, that the whole army was ex- 
ceedingly alarmed. The Romans, unac- 
quainted with the cauſe of the noiſe, had 


immediate recourſe to their arms, and every | 


legion was in a perfe& tumult of confuſion ; 
till Titus having informed himſelf of the 
accident, ordered proclamation of the fact 
to be made in every part of the camp; in 


conſequence of which the tumult at length 
ſubſided. | 


The Jews were unavoidably aſſailed from 
the remaining towers, by archers, lingers, 


Kc. and by various ſorts of machines; for 


of John, the high-prieſt, to the 


| 
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they could not carry up their platforms to 


a level with theſe turrets + they were of too 
lolid a conſtrufture to be thrown down ; and 
being plated over with iron, it would have 
been a work of equal impracticability to 
burn them: All therefore that remained in 
the power of the Jews, was to keep at a 
diſtance. They diſtinguiſhed a battering- 
ram of the Romans by the name of Nicon, 
or Conqueror, the firſt breach having been 
made by it. 


The Jews, now diſpirited by hard duty dur: 


ing the whole night, came to too haſty a de- 


termination of abandoning the firſt wall; as 
they had two others to depend on for their 


of the Romans aſcended the breach which 
had been before made, 
to the whole army. They became maſters 
of the firſt wall on the ſeventh day of the 
month Artemeſius, a great part of which 
they deſtroyed; and alſo the northern quar- 
ter of the city, which had heretofore been 
ravaged by Ceſtius. | q 


known by the name of the Aſſyrians Camp, 
poſſeſſing himſelf of all between that and 
the valley of Cedron, the diſtance of which 
from theſecond wall is ſomething more than 
a bow-ſhot. From this place he came to a 
reſolution of beginning his attack, and im- 
mediately commenced his operations. The 
Jews took their ſtations in a regular manner 
on the wall, where they made a formidable 
oppoſition. John and his aſſociates com- 
manded the troops in the fortreſs Antonia, 
and from the ſepulchre of Alexander on the 
north of the temple. From the monument 
gate by 
which water is conveyed to the tower Hip- 
pocos, Simon and his people held the com- 


cloſe quarters with the Romans; but the 
military knowledge of the latter was more 
than a counterpoiſe to the deſperation of the 
Jews, who were repulſed with conſiderable 
loſs; yet, 
advantage. It ſhould be obſerved that the 
Romans were now fighting for glory, and 
the Jews for life and ſecurity : they were 
therefore continually employing themſelves 
in violent aſſaults, and deſperate ſallies and 
combats of every kind. Their labours 
commenced with the day, and were ſu- 
ſpended only by the darkneſs of night. On 
this occaſion the Jews deſpiſed danger and 
death ſo much, that they ſeemed emvlous 


as a recommendation to their ſuperiors. 
They entertained fo perfect a veneration for 
Simon, that they would cheerfully have 
ſacrificed their lives to his ſervice. 


17 aſſembled 


made by the Jews, in which they came toſ 


At this period a large party of Jews were 


Titus, after this, withdrew to a place 


on the walls, they had the 


who ſhould brave them moſt undauntedly, 


bat 


The ram 
Nicon. 


lecurity. They therefore immediately re- The jews 


treated to the ſecond wall; on which ſome quit the firſt 


wall, and re- 
treat to che 
and opened the gates ſecond. 


mand. A number of reſolute ſallies were They mike 


vetal bold 
ſallies. 
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The gallan- 
try of Lon- 


Linus, 


Caitor con- 


His policy, 


were drawn, blows 


HISTURY OF -THE---: 
[diſtreſs ; but having the diſadvantage of the 


| 


aſſembled in military order before the walls, 
and had approached ſo near to the Romans, 


that lances and blows might be mutually | 


exchanged. At this critical juncture one of 
the Roman cavalry, named Longinus, gal- 
loped forward into the midſt of the enemy, 


and killed two of the beſt ſoldiers among 


them, ſtriking one through the jaws with 


his lance, and then, with the ſame weapon 


running the other through the body; which 
being done, he expeditiouſly retreated to 
the Romans unhurt. 


CH AP. IX. 
The courage, craft, and treachery of Caſtor, 
a Jew. 


HE tower on the north fide of the 
city was the object againſt which the 
battering-ram. was now directed. Thoſe 
who defended this tower were aſſailed by 


Titus with ſuch repeated flights of arrows, 


that every man abandoned his poſt, except 
a crafty Jew, of the name of Caſtor, and ten 


n- of his aſſociates, who concealed themſelves 
ceals himſelf. behind the battlements. 


Theſe having re- 
mained quiet for a conſiderable time, at 
length felt a ſhock, by the force of which 
the tower appeared to be ſhaken to its 
foundations. On this alarm they quitted 
their (tation ; and Caſtor, aſſuming the lan- 
guage, manner, and behaviour, of a ſuppli- 
cant, entreated that Titus would grant him 
quarter; who, willing to believe that the 
Jews were now tired of the war, directed 


that his archers ſhouid ceaſe their operations: 


at the ſame time informing Caſtor, that if 
he had any propoſals to make, he would at- 
tend to what he had to ſay. To which 


Caſtor replied, that it was his utmoſt am- 
bitioa to commence a treaty : and Titus 


anſwered, “I grant you the opportunity, 
with all my heart.” In conſequence of this 
offer, five out of the ten who affociated 
with Caſtor pretended to join him in opi- 


nion; but the other five exclaimed that they 


would never ſubmit to live ſlaves, while it 
was in their power to die freemen. A ſtop 
was put to all hoſtilities, during the period 
that this treaty was in agitation. In the 


interim, however, Caſtor ſent privately to | 


Simon, deſiring that he would make the 
beſt advantage of the preſent opportunity, 
and ſubmit to his management the beſt me- 
thod of amuſing the Roman general, under 
pretence of recommending terms of peace to 
his aſſociates. In a word, Caſtor acted his 
part with ſo much artifice, that ſwords 
paſſed, and men ap- 
peared to be killed : but the whole device 


was founded in falſhood and diſſimulation. 


Titus and his people were aſtoniſhed at 


the ſtubborn obſtinacy and perſevering reſo- 


lution of the Jews ; and, at the ſame time, 
entertained a generous compaſſion for their 
Hl 


_— 


the narrow croſs ſtreets to the wall. 5 
laws of war would have juſtified Titus in 


ground, they could not be proper judges of 
what was done above them. At this junc- 
ture Caſtor received a wound in his noſe 
from an arrow ; but immediately drawing 
it out, he ſhewed it to Titus, ſeeming there- 
by to demand juſtice. TY 
Titus was ſo enraged at this injury, that 
he ordered Joſeph to go immediately to 
Caſtor, and give him all poſſible aſſurances of 
his friendſhip: But joſeph deſired fo be 
excuſed from executing this commiſſion, in 
which he not only conſulted his own ſafety, 


who would have undertaken it, aſſuring 
them that this apparent ſubmiſſion was 
founded in the deepeſt treachery. How- 
ever, /Fneas, who had deſerted from the 
Jews, ſeemed willing to undertake this ex- 
pedition, to which he was the rather en- 
couraged by Caſtor's directing him to bring 
with him ſomething in which to put a ſum 
of money, with which he apparently in- 
tended to compliment him. Thus encou- 
raged, Eneas advanced; when Caſtor let 
fall a large ſtone from the wall, and the am- 
baſſador narrowly eſcaped being cruſhed by 


to him. 8 oe 

From this circumſtance Titus was aware 
of the ill conſequences of ill- timed bencvo- 
lence. He thereupon began to ply his bat- 
teries with greater violence than heretofore, 
in order to revenge himſelf for the contuma- 
cious affront that had been offered him by 
Caſtor and his aſſociates. When the bat- 
teries had played ſome time, Caſtor and his 
people found that the tower ſhook under 
them, and appeared to be on the eve of fall- 
ing ; on which they ſet fire to it, and, run- 
ning through the flames, eſcaped into a 


| vault. The Romans imagined that, by this 


action, they had devoted themſelves to cer- 
tain deſtruction, and were generous enough 
to extol their great courage. 

Titus took poſſeſſion of this part of the 
wall, at the end of five days from the time 


paſſage to the ſecond wall being now opened, 
the Jews fled before him: having ſelected 
a thouſand of his beſt troops, he entered the 
city at that quarter inhabited by the ſaleſ- 
men, clothiers, and braziers, and 1 0 

1e 


breaking down this wall; and if he had in- 
ſtantly demoliſhed the greater part of it, he 
would certainly have obtained a compleat 
victory with very inconſiderable loſs ; but 
reflecting on the utter diſtreſs to which the 
Jews would on the one hand be reduced, if 
they continued to make reſiſtance, and on 
the other, how eaſy a matter it would be 


\ 


for them to effect their eſcape, if they were 
diſpoſed ſo to do, generous ſentiments once 
| more 


[Book vill 


but likewiſe diſſuaded ſuch of his friends 


Fineas nar: 


rowly eſcape 


it, for it wounded the man who ſtood next 


Caftor and 
his party e 
cape throug! 
the flames, 


that he had become maſter of the firſt. The 


AP. XI.] 


e huma- 
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ſelf that they would think properly of their 
ſituation. 
CHAP. KX. 
A ſevere famine rages in the city. 


| O ſooner had Titus entered the town 
than he iſſued orders that not a ſin- 


gle houſe ſhould be burnt, nor even one 
priſoner put to the ſword. He was ſo in- 
dulgent even to the faction, that he offered 
to permit them to end their own diſputes 


iel Titus. among themſelves, if they would engage 


not to oppreſs the inhabitants. To theſe 
laſt likewiſe he promiſed that he would ſup- 
port them in all their legal poſſeſſions, and 
that what had been taken from them by 
violence ſhould be reſtored. 

Theſe terms were highly agreeable to the 
majority of the people ; but the faction, 
aſcribing the generoſity of Titus to fear, 
threatened inſtant death to any perſon who 
ſhould propoſe a treaty of reconciliation. 

No ſooner, therefore, had the Romans 
entered the city, than the Jews did all in 
their power to obſtruct their progreſs : they 
blocked up the narrow paſlages, ſhot at 
them from the houſes ; and, making frequent 
ſallies from the walls, often compelled the 
guards to abandon the towers, and ſeek re- 
fuge in the camp. The ſoldiers within the 
city were in the utmoſt confuſion; and thoſe 
without were agitated in the higheſt degree, 


on account of the apprehended fate of their | 


companions, Several ſmart encounters en- 
ſucd between the oppoſing parties; but the 
Jews being more numerous than the Ro- 
mans, and likewiſe better acquainted with 
bye- ways and fecret paſles, obtained repeat- 
ed advantages ; the breaches being likewiſe 
too narrow for any number to march out a- 
breaſt, the Romans would have been preſſed 
to ſuch a degree, that ſcarcely a man of them 
would have eſcaped, if Titus had not arriv- 
ed in the critical conjuncture: he placed a 
band of archers at the end of every ſtreet; 
was himſelf preſent in every place of the 
greateſt danger; and, being ſeconded by 
Domitus Sabinus, (a gallant man, who per- 


formed ſingular ſeats of courage on the 


occalion) the Jews were ſo annoyed by 
darts and lances, that the Romans had an 


Tie Romans Opportunity of bringing off their men. Thus 
ven from the Romans were driven from the ſecond 


de ſeeond 
wall, 


wall, after they had gained poſſeſſion of it. 


A ſevere famine now raged in the city, 


the effects of which were daily felt in a moſt 


ſenſible manner. Hitherto the ruin of the 
public had been the ſupport of the inſur- 
gents; and they had, almoſt literally, drank 
of the blood of the citizens. The moſt 


worthy of the inhabitants were reduced to 


great diſtreſs, many falling ſacriffes to ab- 
ſolute want. 


OF 
prevailed in his breaſt ; as he flattered him- 


— 


THE JEWS. 

| The Romans now made another attempt 
to recover poſſeſſion of the wall. The 
made almoſt conſtant aſſaults for the ſpace 
of three ſucceſſive days: during which pe- 
riod they were repulſed with equal valour 
by the Jews. Titus, however, made fo 
furious a charge on the fourth day, that his 
opponents were no longer able to reſiſt his 
force ; whereupon he took 
wall, the northern part of 
ſtroyed ; and in all the towers to the ſouth- 
ward he inſtantly placed garriſons. 


CHAP, - XI, 
The Jews addreſſed by Joſeph. 


+ I E ſlorming of the third wall now 
engaged the attention of Titus: but 
as he did not deem it a work that would be 
attended with much time or difficulty, he 
firſt conſidered how, by more lenient me- 


thods, he might bring the people to con- 
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poſſeſſion of the Titus regains 
which he de- the wall. 


ſider their true intereſt; hoping that they 


might be induced to liſten to him, through 


the dread of his power, and the fear of fa- 


mine; for by this time their plunder and 


proviſion were near conſumed ; while, on 
the contrary, the forces under Titus were 
ſupplied with every thing for which they 
could wiſh. This being the caſe, Titus iſ- 
ſued orders that, on the day of a general 
muſter, his troops ſhould be drawn up, and 
paid within view of the enemy. On this 
occaſion the infantry advanced with drawn 
ſwords ; and the led horſes were adorned 
in ſo ſplendid a manner, that gold and ſilver 
ſeemed to prevail over all the field. The 
courage of the braveſt among the Jews was 
ſomewhat repreſſed by this appearance; and 


He pays his 
troops with- 
in ſight of 
the lan. 


in all probability they would have now 


ſubmitted to the Romans, had it not been 
for a conſciouſneſs that they had offered 
provocations of ſuch a nature as not to be 
readily pardoned. 

After four days ſpent without any act of 
hoſtility, and in procuring proviſions for the 
camp, Titus on the fifth ſeparated his 
army into two divifions ; and e, that 
the Jews were not in the leaſt diſpoſed to 


peace, he cauſed works to be thrown upHe prepares 


againſt the fort of Antonia, 
nument of John, in the hope that from that 
quarter he might get poſſeſſion of the up- 
per town, and then, from Antonia, become 
poſſeſſed of the temple; for it was impoſſi- 
ble to keep poſſeſſion of the city, unleſs that 
fort was taken. He made ſeparate attacks 
againſt each of theſe two places; and at 
every riſing ground he placed a legion of 
ſoldiers to protect and defend the engineers. 
Thoſe who carried on their works near the 
monument were violently affailed by the 
Jews, and the people under the command 
of Simon; while thoſe who oppoſed the 


fort Antonia were ſtill vigorouſly oppoſed 


by 


near the mo- his army for 


action. 
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by the party of John and the Zelotes in 


his direction; for theſe had the advantage 
of the higher ground, and were alſo ſup- 
plied with machines, of the uſe of which 
they were now perfectly acquainted, in con- 
ſequence of daily practice. The Zelotes 
had likewiſe the poſleffion of forty flings for 
ſtones, and three hundred croſs-bows, by 
which the Romans were much annoyed. 
Titus, who wiſhed to avoid the neceffary 
cruelties of war, perſonally addreſſed the 


Titus ad- Jews, requeſting that they would have fo 
dreiles the 


Jews. render a place of which he could make 


himſelf maſter at any time. This done, he 
committed the reſt to Joſeph ; thinking that 
when they were addreſſed by their own 
countryman, and in a familiar language, 
ſucceſs would probably be the conſequence. 
Joſeph, therefore, firſt walked through ſe- 
veral parts of the city ; and then ſtopping 
on an elevated ſpot, within the hearing of 
the enemy, though not within reach of their 
ſhot, made a ſpeech, in which he repreſent- 
Joſeph ha- ed the dreadful effects of the famine which 
rangues the then raged among them, aggravated by the 
mubRude. geſtruction already made by the Romans, 
who had ſtill the means of extending their 
ſucceſſes. He ſaid, that when ſuperior 
force prevailed, it was no diſgrace to yield 
at once, rather than continue the miſeries 
of war to no effect: if, however, they 
thought otherwiſe, and ſuffered the Ro- 
mans to ſtorm the city, they muſt prepare 
to fall by the point of the ſword. 
This harangue had no other effect than 
to irritate the people, who treating his ad- 
monitions with contempt and ridicule, pelt- 
ed him with ſtones. He therefore changed 
his mode of argument; and adverted to 
the hiſtory of former times; requeſting 
them to reflect on the glorious exploits of 
their anceſtors, and the ſignal deliverances 
with which they were favoured by heaven, 
through the ſacredneſs of the place which 
they had now violated by every ſpecies of 
wickedneſs, He particularly mentioned 
the forbearance of Abraham, who, when 
Sarah was carried away by Pharoah Ne- 
cho, king of Egypt, inſtead of revenging the 
injury, as he might have done, by force, 
piouſly offered up his prayers for Divine 
aſſiſtance; in conſequence of which Sarah 
was ſent back uncontaminated the ſecond 
night after her capture. He begged them 
to recollect their bondage in Egypt for four 
hundred years, during part of which time 
they could have obtained thcir liberty by 
force, had they preferred it to a patient re- 
ſignation to the will of their merciful 
Creator, whoſe ſignal intervention in their 
favour ought never to be forgotten. He 
alſo adverted to the taking of the ark by the 
Aſſyrians; the prodigious army of Senna- 
cherib, king of Aſſyria; the deſtruction of 


much regard to their own intereſt as to ſur- 


| Jeruſalem in the time of Zedekiah ; and, 
laſtly, he repreſented the burning of Jeru- 
ſalem as the act of the Jews. If nothing 
elſe,” ſaid he, „will have weight with 
you, conſider the miſerable ſituation of your 
parents, your wives, your children, and all 
of thoſe who depend on you, to whom the 
famine and the ſword threaten equal de- 
ſtruction, even in the moment that I am 
thus appealing to you. It is poſſible it may 
be urged, that as I have a wife, a mother, 
and a family, (heretofore of ſome confidera- 
tion) whoſe fate will be involved in the 
common danger, I have given this advice 
on their account, and with a view to m 
own intereſt : but I hereby pledge myſelf, 
that if the ſurrendering their lives, or my 
own, or the lives of all of us, will contri- 
bute to the common ſafety, the ſacrifice 
ſhall cheerfully be made, on the ſingle con- 
dition that you will act with more wiſdom 
and integrity when our lives have paid the 
forfeit.” 

Joſeph wept abundantly at the recital of 
his own ſpeech ; but it appeared to make 
no impreſſion on the oppoſing faction, who Th tit 
did not think that they could, with ſafety, Ks 
agree to the terms offered by the Romans, by e 
even if they had been diſpoſed ſo to have mas. 
done. But of the common people, many 
were ſõ impreſſed with what had been ſaid, 
that they began to conſider on the moſt ef- 
fectual means of conſulting their ſafety by 
flight: and for this purpoſe they {ſold all 
their moſt valuable effects, though at prices 
greatly inferior to their real worth ; and 
{wallowed the gold they received as the 
purchaſe money, leſt they ſhould be ſtripped 
of it in their journey. Thus provided, they 
repaired to the Romans, where they were 
ſupplied with what they wanted. In the __ 
interim Titus permitted the deſerters to en- cſcape. 
Joy their full liberty ; which was an encou- 
ragement to others to deſert, as they avoided 
the misfortunes of thoſe in the city, with- 
| out being ſubjected to the enemy. Howe- 
ver, Simon and John, and their adherents, 
piaced guards at all the outlets; and were 
not leſs aſſiduous to keep the citizens from 
departing, than the Romans from making 
an entrance. The leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion 
was ſufficient to deprive a man of his life; 
or even a pretence on which to found a ſu- 
ſpicion, had the ſame fret. Perſons in 
affluent circumſtances were certain to be 
lufferers: thoſe who had any thing to loſe 
were aſſuredly ſuſpected, and that ſuſpicion 
ended in their final deſtruction. 
| The faction now grew more tumultuous, 
and the famine daily encreaſed. When corn 
was no longer offered to ſale, they broke 
open houſes in ſearch of it; and if none 
was diſcovered, the owners were tortured, 


— — 


to make them declare where their 
ſtores were depoſited; and if it was diſ- 
| coyered, 
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covered, they were ſeverely puniſhed for 
concealing it. 
the wretched was conſtrued into the effect 
of guilt. If they ſeemed to be in health, 
it was inferred that they had a ſecret ſupply 
of proviſions. Thoſe who were in a low 
habit of body were immediately killed; 


though it appeared to be a work of ſupere- || 


rogation to deſtroy thoſe who were already 
periſhing for want of the common neceſ- 
faries of life. At length, ſuch was the dif. 


treſs, that people in tolerable circum- 


ſtances diſpoſed of their whole effects for a 
buſhel of wheat, and the poorer people for 
an equal quantity of barley. The pur- 
chaſes being made, they ſecluded themſelves 
from all obſervation ; when ſome of them 
began to eat the corn before it was ground, 
while others only waited till it was baked. 
The ceremony of ſetting out a table was 
totally diſpenſed with ; and happy was he 
who could ſnatch a morſel of meat, half 
raw, half roaſted, from the fire. | 

Starving is, beyond all doubt, the moſt 


horrid kind of death; for it deprives peo- 


ple of the common emotions of humanity“. 
The wife ſeized the meat from the mouth 
the child from the parent, 
and even the mother from that of the in- 
fant which lay periſhing in her arms. 
Whenever a houſe was obſerved to be ſhut 
up, it was concluded that thoſe within had 


ſomething to eat; wherefore it was broke 


open, and the meat ſeized even from the 
mouths of the perſons who were about to 
ſwallow it. Neither age nor ſex was ſpared : 
the old men, for endeavouring to defend 
their proviſion, were beaten violently ; and 


the women, for a like conduct, were dragged 


by their hair. 
Nothing was 
offence, than for the unhappy man who 
was purſued to eat his bread before he was 
overtaken. Perſons ſuſpected of having 


concealed food were tortured in the moſt ex- 


quiſite manner: ſharp ſticks were thruſt up 
their bodies; and they were otherwiſe ſo 


ſeverely treated, that the recital would give 
horror in the extreme. —_ 


Theſe calamities were greatly aggravated 
by the conſideration, that thoſe who occa- 


fioned them had not the plea of neceſſity 


to urge in their juſtification. 

Such was the treatment that the common 
people received from the ſoldiers : but per- 
ſons of higher rank were carried before the 
uſurpers, who ordered ſome of them to be 
put to death on charges of treaſon ; as a 
colour for which, falſe witneſſes were con- 
tinually produced, to ſwear that theſe un- 
happy perſons had an intention of betraying 
the city to the Romans. Thoſe who had 


been plundered by Simon were carried to 


2 


— 


» See Spanheim's notes on Callimachus, 


— 


The very appearance of 


deemed a more atrocious 


THE JEWS, 


John; and the priſoners brought to John 
were ordered to Simon; as if they had mu- 
tually agreed to augment the diſtreſſes of 
their fellow- creatures. In a word, though 
Simon and John conteſted for ſuperiority, 
they entertained fimilar ſentiments with 
reſpect to uſurpation and tyranny. 


In ſhort, I am fully convinced that ſuch 


|| barbarous wretches, and ſuch a miſerable 


city, never before exiſted. As an apolog 

for their inhumanity to ſtrangers, theſe 
lawleſs vagabonds calumniated the whole 
Hebrew people. In conſequence of their 
atrocious conduct, the city was laid in aſhes; 
and the temple burnt ; for their precipitan- 
Cy gave riſe to theſe horrid facts, againſt 
the inclination of Titus, who was compel- 
led to the violent procedure. While the 
upper town was burning, the Romans gave 
many prooſs of their benevolent feelings; 


but the Jews neither heaved a ſigh, nor ſhed 
a tear on the occaſion, 9 


HAF. XII. 


TT 


An obſtinate encounter between the Romans 


and Jeu. 
ITUS, in the mean time, plied 
his operations with inceſſant aſſidui- 
ty; in the courſe of which he loſt man 
men from the walls. The poorer ſort of 
the Jews had a practice of quitting the city 
in the night, to ſearch for the neceſſaries 


of life; and in theſe excurſions they were 


frequently attended by ſuch ſoldiers who 
could not obtain ſufficient food within the 
city. TINEA 

Titus, being aware of this circumſtance, 
ſent a party of his cavalry to wait for them 
in the vallies. The Jews finding themſelves 
enſnared, were compelled to Foht, in the 
dread of a puniſhment even worſe than 
death in battle: and, in fact, it was now 
too late to think of demanding quarter. 


They were, however, ſubdued ; and hav- 


ing firſt been put to a variety of tortures, 


The miſera - 


ble diſtre ſa of 
the Jews« 


were crucified in fight of their beſieged Crucified in 


brethren. 
Titus ; but he could not ſpare men enough 
to attend them as priſoners; nor did he 


number; which was indeed ſo great, that 
croſſes were wanted, and even room, for 
executing them. Yet this horrid ſpectacle 
wrought an effect on the faction directly 
contrary to what was intended; for the 
friends and relations of the fugitives were 
compelled to go down to the walls, and ob- 
ſerve the torture that was to be expected by 
thoſe who deſerted to the Romans: and on 
this occaſion it was inſiſted that the ſuffer- 
ers were not priſoners of war, but deſerters 
who had made their fubmiſſion, and im- 
plored mere y). | 

Titus therefore ordered that ſeveral of 


{ 


7 4 the 


A” ſight of the 
This rigour was diſagreeable to .. 


think it prudent to give liberty to ſuch a 


the priſoners ſhould have their hands cut | ſtructed by the fifth legion, oppoſite the 

off; and in this condition he ſent them to |} middle of the Struthian Pool: the twelfth 

John and Simon, ſo that it was not poſſible || legion threw up another, at the diſtance of 

they ſhould be miſtaken for deſerters: by || twenty cubits from the former: oppoſite 

theſe people he ſent notice that an end||to the pool named Amygdalon, another 

might be put to the war, before he ſhould || work was thrown up by the tenth legion, 

be abſolutely compelled to deſtroy the city: which was more numerous than the other 

intimating that the Jews, on a proper ſub- || legions ; and a fourth mount was erected 

miſſion, had yet an opportunity of pre- || by the fifteenth legion, at a ſmall diſtance 

Titus for- ſerving their lives, their country, and their || from the monument erected to the memory 
wards his temple. Titus, however, did nat neglect || ot John, the high-prieſlt. | +3 089 

works. to forward his works, having determined As ſoon as the works above-mentioned 

that what could not be effected by reaſon, || were compleated, John gave directions for 

ſhould be attempted by force. .... ||digging a mine under that facing Antonia, 

In the interim, the Jews on the walls || and that a number of props ſhould ſupport 
execrated both Veſpaſian and Titus; de- || the earth from falling. This being done, 
claring that they held their liberties more |} the wood-work was covered with a bitu- Join {es in 
facred than their lives; that they were || minous inflammable matter ; after which 7 
above the fears of death; and that if they || he ordered the pillars to be fired; and the 
could torment the Romans, they deſpiſed || props being deſtroyed, the whole fortifica- 
every conſequence. With regard to the tem- || tion fell to the ground with a hideous crath. 
ple, they ſaid that the univerſe was the |} At firſt only duſt and ſmoke appeared; but 
more magnificent edifice; or, at any rate, at length the flames burſting forth to view, 
they thought that the Almighty would the Romans were perfectly diſtracted at the 
protect his own houſe. ——____ - || defeat of their views. 

By this time Antiochus Epiphanes -was || Two days after this, Simon and his aſſo- 8 . 
arrived, having under his command a body || ciates made an attempt on the other mounts, temyrs the 
of armed troops; among whom was one || where the Romans had by this time planted her nung 
particular company of young men, nearly || their battering-rams, and begun their ope- 
of an age, who were accoutred, and had || rations. Jeptheus, a Galilean, ot the cit 
been trained after the Macedonian manner, || of Garſis; Megaſſarus, a domeſtic of Queen 
from whence they obtained the name of || Mariamne ; and Agiras, the ſon of Naba- 
Macedonians ; though neither their birth || teus of Adiabena, greatly diſtinguiſhed 
nor characters gave them claim to that || themſelves on this occaſion. They ran 
name. There never was a prince who || with torches in their hands; and, forcing 
had been ſo fortunate in the firſt part of || their way through the enemy with appa- 
his life as the king of Comagena ; but for- || rent unconcern, ſet fire to the works; and 
tune forſook him in the decline of life. || though oppoſed by darts and arrows, they 
He had a ſon, diſtinguiſhed by great per- || reſolutely perſevered, till the whole erection 
fonal ſtrength, a ſpirit uncommonly enter- || was in a flame. | 
prizing, and a degree of courage that ap-|| The Romans uſed: every effort to ſave 
proached to raſhneſs. This ſon, on a parti- the battering- rams; the covers of which 
cular day, obſerved to Titus, that it was || were by this time conſumed : but the Jews 
amazing the Romans did not vigorouſly || advanced: even into the flames to prevent 

Attempt of aſſault the city. To which Titus, ſmiling, them; nor would they let go their hold, 
SI replied, that the opportunity was open to || though the iron work was then of a burn- 
binnen thoſe who were diſpoſed to make the at- ing heat. There was now no poſſibility 
tack. Antiochus, on this, inſtantly ad- || of preventing the fire paſſing to the ram- 
vanced with his Macedonians ; and, in the || parts; and when the Romans found that ue Roman 
courſe of the aſſault (which, however, || they were encompaſſed with flames, they retire. 
proved unſucceſsful) gave proof of his|| retreated to their camp. 
courage and military ſkill: his followers, [| Such numbers from without the cit 
who had boaſted what great actions they || now came into the Jews, that this addi- 
could perform, thought it would be di(- || tional aid inſpired them with ſuch courage, 
honourable to retreat; and, in conſe-|| that, fluſhed with the hope of conqueſt, 
quence, moſt of them were either killed || they advanced even to the Roman camp, 
or wounded. and made an attack on the guards : but 
The Romans began their platforms || they were repulied with great bravery. 
heretofore mentioned, on the twelfth of the] When Titus returned from Antonia, he 
month Artemiſius; and, after ſeventeen || made a ſelection of ſome of his beſt troops; 
days inceflant labour, compleated them on ||and, ſurrounding the Jews, charged them 
the twenty-ninth. There were four of ||in flank ; while they, on the other hand, 
theſe platforms ; and they were works of a || ſuſtained the charge with aſtoniſhing reſo- 
very. capital nature. One of them, which-||lutton. When the two parties met, there 


was near the fortreſs of Antonia, was con= || was ſuch a horrid noiſe, and the-durft flew 
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at. 
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in ſuch clouds, that it was impoſſible to 
ſee or hear any thing diſtinctly; nor could 
friends be diſtinguiſhed from foes. But 
the Romans were ſo enraged, partly from a 
ſenſe of military honour, and partly from a 
concern for the ſafety of their general, who 
was 1n imminent danger, that if the Jews 

| had not opportunely retreated to the city, 
they would have been utterly deſtroyed. 
Still, however, the Romans were hurt at 
having loſt their bulwarks ; and that what 
they had been ſo long in erecting ſhould 
be demoliſhed almoſt in an hour. | 


| 


CHAP, XIII. 
A council ſummoned by Titus, 


FN 627 
being the compaſs of each fort. It is ſome- 

what extraordinary, but no leſs ſo than 
true, that this amazing work was compleated 
in three days; though an equal number of 
months might have been a more reaſonable 
time. As ſoon as it was finiſhed, garriſons 
were placed in all the forts, who did duty 
under arms every night. On each night, 
likewiſe, Titus went the firſt round in per- 


The wall f: 
niſhed in 
three days: 


|{on, Tiberius Alexander the ſecond, and 


the officers who commanded the legions the 
third. Some perſons were conſtantly on 
guard in the forts during the whole night; 
but ſome of the ſoldiers were allowed to 


| reſt, alternately with others who were ap- 


pointed to watch, 


N this critical ſituation of affairs, Titus 
iſſued orders that his principal officers 
ſhould be ſummoned to a council, to adviſe 
with him how to act. Some of the moſt 


Various opi- violent among them recommended an im- 


nions of the 
officers. : a 
thoſe of more reflection were for re- erecting 


the ramparts; while a third party were 


mediate attack with the whole army; but 


adviſed that care might be taken that no 
proviſions ſhould be carried into the city; 
truſting that famine would effectual! 
the buſineſs. 


Titus ſaid, that expedition ought to be 


fectual way to obtain the object of their 


totally againſt having any fortifications, but 
y do 


preferred to glory; and that the moſt ef- 


Four rampart ts es ected at the fortreſs Antonia. 


HE above-mentioned incloſure of the 

Jews within the town reduced them 

to the laſt degree of deſpair; for by this time 
the famine had encreaſed to ſuch a height; 
that whole families were ſacrificed to its 
rage. The dead bodies of women and 
children were ſeen in every houſe: old men 
were found dead in all the narrow lanes of 
the city ; while the younger who were yet 
able to walk, appeared like ghoſts: It be- 
came impoſſible to commit the bodies of the 
dead to the ground: many of the living were 


wiſhes, in a ſhort and certain manner, was 
Titus's deter» to erect a wall round the whole city; which 
nication, would prevent the inhabitants from making 
excurſions. 
He therefore directed his officers imme- 
diately to begin the erection of the wall, 
and ordered the whole army to take a ſhare 
in the buſineſs. 5 | 
This wall commenced at a place named 
the Camp of the Aſſyrians, where Titus 
himſelf held his head quarters. Hence it 
was continued to the lower Cænopolis, and 
carried forward by the way of Cedron to 
Mount Olivet, which was encloſed to the 
' ſouth as far as the rock Periſtereon, and this 
incloſure comprehended an adjacent hall 
which commands the vale of Siloah. From 
this place it inclined ſomewhat to the well, 
and was carried on to the valley of the 
Fountain. Its next direction was to the 
ſepulchre of Ananus, the high-prielt ; after 
this it incloſed the mountain on which 
Pompey had heretofore encamped. It then 
turned to the north, and was extended to a 
village named Erebinthonicus. It included 
the ſepulchre of Herod on the eaſt fide ; 
and ſoon afterwards was joined to that part 
of the wall where the building originally 
commenced. | 
Nine and thirty furlongs was the whole 
extent of this wall; and thirteen forts were 


The courſe 
of the wall, 


unable to perform this office ; while others 
were unwilling to undertake it, partly diſ- 
couraged by the numbers of the deceaſed, 


and partly by the reflection that themſelves 


could not ſurvive long. Numbers expired 
while they were burying their fellow- citi- 
zens; and ſome, prompted by deſpair, 
ſought their own graves, and interred 
themſelves, that they might be certain of a 
place of repoſe. Yet, miſerably diſtreſsful 
as the preſent ſituation of theſe wretched 
people was, not a ſingle complaint or la- 
mentation was heard: for the pangs of ex- 
ceſſive hunger abſorbed every other paſſion. 
Thoſe who laſt expired beheld thoſe who 
had gone before them, with unweeping 
eyes, and looks marked with the near. ap- 
proach of death. During the courſe of the 
night, heaps of dead bodies were frequent- 
ly piled on each other: yet a more melan- 
choly part of the ſtory ſtill remains untold. 
This aroſe from the brutal intolence of a 
number of abandoned' thieves, who broke 
into the houſes, that at this time appeared 
onlylikecharnel-houſes; and, having {tripped 
the bodies of the dead, they derided their 
ſituation: excluſive of which they ran their 
ſwords into the bodies of perſons who lay 
halfexpiring. When any deſpairing wretch 
called for ſome friendly hand to diſpatch 
him by a ſword; that be might no longer 


erected on the outſide of it, ten — 


endure the miſeries of famine, this earneſt 
requeſt 
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into the vallies; a fight that occaſioned ſo 
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requeſt was conſtantly refuſed with the 
moſt unfeeling barbarity. When any of; 
the untortunate reached the moment of 
death, they turned their faces to the temple, 
and thus cloſed their eyes ; lamenting at the 
ſame time that the vile incendiaries who 


had profaned the holy place, ſhould be yet | 
left among the living. 
* five ſmells ariſing from the corruption of 
the dead bodies became inſupportable, an 
order was given that all of them ſhould be 
buried at.the public expence: the abandoned 


When the offen- 


incendiaries threw them from the walls 


much horror to Titus, that while he was 
going his rounds, and found the ditches in- 
fected with dead bodies, and peſtilential va- 
pours ariſing from them, he extended his 
hands towards Heaven, and made a ſolemn 
appeal to God, that theſe misfortunes aroſe 
not from any orders that he had given. 


ö 


but took no previous precaution, nor made 
any condition with regard to his conduct. 
Such, however, was the ingtatitude of Si- 
mon, that as ſoon as he had become maſter 
of the city, he treated Matthias as one of 
his worſt enemies; and the advice the lat- 
ter had given for opening the ports was 
attributed to mere thoughtleſſneſs. On this 
weak pretence Matthias was brought to trial, 
and charged with holding a correſpondence 
with the Romans; and, without any kind 
of proof, ſentence of death was paſſed on 
him and three of his ſons, without permit- 
ting them to urge a ſingle argument in their 
defence: a fourth ſon had fortunately made 
his eſcape to the Romans. The venerable 
old man earneſtly requeſted that he might 
ſuffer firſt himſelf; but even this poor fa- 
vour Simon denied. The iſſue of this 
horrid affair was, that the good old Matthias 


as put to death laſt, and on the bodies of 


{Book VI. 


Encouraged by their better fortune, many 
of the Romans advanced to the walls, and 
made an oſtentatious diſplay of their pol- 


The Romans _ ; ; 
"ate. dif. leſions, with a view to reflect on the ne- 


his ſons, within view of the Romans, The cel 
agreeable to an order which Simon gave to of Simon 


: tow . 
Ananus, the moſt cruel inſtrument among ” 


play of their 
riches. 


pletion. One conſiderable difficulty, indeed, 
now occurred ; which was, providing 
the proper materials for carrying thele | 


Four large 
ramparts 
erected at the 
fort of An · 
tonĩa. 


they ſeemed to have no regard for them- 


ceſſities of thoſe who were in diſtreſs. But 
this appeared to have no effect on the un- 
feeling minds of the ſeditious multitude : 
whereupon Titus, in compaſſion to the refi- 
due of an unhappy people, determined on 


the erection of new works, and reſolved | 


that no time ſhould be loſt in their com- 


works into execution; for all the wood in 
the neighbourhood of the city had been 
previouſly cut down: wherefore they were 
under a neceflity of fetching all the timber 
for this ſecond ſupply from the diſtance of 
ninety furlongs: and herewith four ramparts 
of greater magnitude than the former were 
erected at the fortreſs Antonia. Titus car- 
ried on this buſineſs with great aſſiduity; 
and the beſieged being now at his mercy, 
he plainly hinted to them that he knew 
their ſituation. Still, however, they ſhew- 
ed no concern for what had happened: 


ſelves, or each other. Thoſe who were de- 
caying with fickneſs they confined in pri- 
ſons ; and tore the dead in pieces, as dogs 
would have done. 


CHAP &V, 
Matthias murdered. The city ſurprized by 


Simon. 


ATTHIAS, who was the means of 
admitting Simon into the city, was 
the ſon of a prieſt named Boethus, whom the 
people held in high eſteem. The Zelotes 
having treated the Jews with very unwar- 
rantable ſeverity, and John having joined 
the former, Matthias recommended that| 
Simon might be called in to their aſſiſtance; 


his dependants. Simon, in the moment 
that Ananus was preparing to give the fatal 
ſtroke, ſaid to Matthias, with an air of in- 
ſolence “ You had intended to have de- 


| ſerted to the Romans: let them now afford 
you aſſiſtance, if it be in their 


power.“ 
The barbarity was carried {till farther; for 
Simon gave expreſs orders that the bodies 
ſhould be denied the rites of ſepulture. 
About this time the following perſons 
were alſo put to death: Ananias, the prieſt, 
the ſon of Maſbalus, deſcended of a noble 


family; Ariſteus, a native of Ammaus ; 


and fifteen others of the principal people 
in the city, The father of Joſeph was 
committed to priſon, and a proclamation 
iſſued that no one ſhould go near him, on 
pain of incurring the penalties of treaſon. 
It was likewiſe declared that thoſe . who 
expreſſed any ſentiments of pity for the un- 
fortunate ſufferers ſhould be put to death. 
Soon after theſe tranſactions, Judas, (the 


ſon of Judas, one of Simon's officers) Judzsreolres 


commander of one of the turrets, being do ſurrender 
to the Ro- 
mans. 


highly concerned for the ſuſferings of the 
people, and willing alſo to conſult his own 
ſafety, ſummoned ten of his moſt intimate 
friends, to whom he repreſented the barba- 
rity of Simon, alledging, that the man who 
enjoyed his confidence one day, might the 


next be ſacrificed by his orders: and that, 


the Romans being almoſt within their 
walls, the moſt prudent meaſure they 
could adopt, would be to ſurrender the tur- 
ret, while they had it in their power. 
Having come to this reſolution, Judas 
ſent the reſt of his people different ways, 
in order to keep his intentions ſecret : 
about the third hour of the day he ad- 
vanced to the turret ; and, addrefling bim- 
ſelf to the Romans, intimated what had 


been 


party thought the conquelt of a 


Kon fur 
prizes the 
wt)» 


oſeph 
led, 


the critical juncture, ſent a number of men 


ſoſeph reco- 
ers. 


dome of the 
inhabitants 
deſert. 


freely, for fear of burſting. 


A lew 
arching for 
zold that paſ- 
ſed throu gh 
his body, 


ſtricteſt manner. On this diſcovery it was 


Le. XVI.] 


The danger that Joſeph had been in from 


more haſtily 
from which they had fled ; for after long 


WARS O 
been agreed on. Some of the Romans 


paid no regard to what he ſaid; others did 
not believe his aſſertions; while a third 


place which 


they might poſſeſs without danger was not 


worth the leaſt hazard. 

Fitus had by this time advanced ſome of 
his troops quite cloſe to the wall ; but the 
city being inſtantly ſurpriſed by Simon, he 


killed a number of the guards, even in 


ſight.of the Romans, and threw their bo- who ſhould be guilty of ſimilar acts for the 


dies over the wall. | 


As Joleph was offering every aſſiſtance 
poſſible to the Jews, by advice and encou- 
ragement, he was wounded by a ſtone from 
the battlements, which beat him to the 
ground. Hereupon the Jews allied forth 
in a violent manner, and would have car- 
ried him off a priſoner, had not Titus, in 


to his relief ; and while they were conteſt- 
ing the matter, the friends of Joſeph carried 
him off, before he recovered his ſenſes. 


his wound was ſoon at an end; and, on 
his returning to his former ſtation, he in- 
timated that the delinquents ſhould feverely 
ſuffer for the outrage they had been guilty; 
of; but he ſtill, in the moſt earneſt manner, 
recommended ſubmiſſion to the people. 
Joſeph's friends were highly pleaſed, and 
the faction as much diſpirited, on his mak- 
ing his re-appearance. 

At this juncture a number of the inhabi- 
tants went off to the Romans. Some of 
them deſerted under pretence of purſuing 
the enemy with ſtones ; and others made 
their eſcape by leaping over the walls. 
But while they ſought to avoid the diſtreſ- 
fes which prevailed within the city, they 
met with greater calamities without; for 
they contracted forfeits in the camp, ſtill 
deſtructive than the famine 


faſting, and being infected with a dropſical 
complaint, they durſt not venture to cat 


Among the Syrians a fugitive Jew was 
diſcovered, while he was ſearching for gold 
which he had ſwallowed, and which had 
paſſed. though his body. At the period 
above-mentioned there was a very great 
ſcarcity of gold in the town; and the fac- 
tion had ſearched all the people in the 


immediately reported through the camp, 


that the Jews who had deſerted had ſwal- 
lowed all their gold. Hereupon the 
Arabians and Syrians, aſſiſted by ſome of 
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the Romans, ſeized on theſs unhap- 
py fugitives; and cut open the bodies of 
two thouſand of them in one night, with a 
view to get inſtant poſſeſſion of the expected 
treaſure. | 
Titus, ſo far from excuſing thoſe of his 
own people who were concerned in this 


threatened immediate death to any man 


tuture. But what Titus prohibited with 
ſuch ſeverity was repeatedly practiſed in'ſe= 
cret on the deſerters from the Jews; who, 
at Jength deterred by this infamous 
practice, deſiſted from going over to the 
Romans. 


F 
Immenſe numbers of the fews deſtroyed. 
O HN, after appropriating ſeveral va- 


luable articles to his own uſe, which 
belonged to the temple, made no ſcruple of 
diſtcibuting among his people the holy wine 
and oil which had been reſerved for ſacri- 


and as he was free of his diſtributions, the 
people were equally free of receiving them, 
drinking and anointing without ceremony. 
The taſk of recounting the various mi- 
ſeries which this conduct brought on the 
Jews would be endleſs. One of the gates 
of the city was commanded by Mannzus, 
the ſon of Lazarus ; who, deſerting to Titus, 
informed him that from the day when T1- 
tus firſt encamped before the city, which 


| was on the tenth of the month Xanthicus, 


to the firſt of the month Panemus, no leſs 
than one hundred and fifteen thouſand and 
eighty dead bodies were carried through 
that gate. | 
Some time after this ſeveral men of emi- 
nence, who had deſerted, made a compu- 


ings, or laid in heaps in the open air. 

At this juncture wheat had ariſen to the 
price of a talent for a buſhel ; and fince the 
city had been ſurrounded with the wall, 
the inhabitants were prevented from ob- 
taining any kind of proviſions ; and were 
at length reduced to ſuch an extremity of 


ſearching vaults and ſinks for ſuſtenance ; 
and even fed on ox-dung, and other arti- 


cles too offenſive to be mentioned. 
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A horrid 


maſlacre. 


inhuman butchery, was tranſported to the The tage of 
higheſt degree of rage at their conduct, nd 


John rifles 
the temple, 


fices in the interior part of this holy place: 


tation ; by which it appeared, that fix hun- Six hundred 
dred thouſand dead bodies had been carried thouſand bo. 
out of the gates; beſides which, incredible 
numbers were either encloſed in large build - city. 


ies carried 


out of the 


diſtreſs, that they were under a neceſſity of 


State of je. 
ruſalem. 


The delight- 
ful part of 
Judea con- 
verted to a 
deſart. 


— 


theſe mounts were deſtroyed, all hopes of 
ſucceſs muſt end, the ſcarcity of materials 
rendering it impoſſible to repair ſuch a loſs. 


equally affected by the famine; the ſtreets 
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SG HAPTER I. 


Feruſalem aſſaulted. Titus addreſſes his army. His 
action of Sabinus. 


0:0: HE faction became more 
(> deſperate, in proportion as 
| the calamities which pre- 
$ | V vailed in Jeruſalem increaſed. 
©2004 All ranks of people were 


and paſſages afforded a moſt dreadful pro- 
ſpect, being clogged with dead bodies, by 
which the air was intolerably infected: and 
ſo dead to every ſenſe of remorſe were the 
people, that they trampled on the carcaſes 
with apparent unconcern, 

The Romans, to compleat their works, 
cut down all the woods within the circuit 
of ninety furlongs of the city ; and finiſhed 
their platforms 1n the ſpace of twenty-one 
days. A moſt diſmal alteration took place 
in this delightful part of Judea, which 
abounded in curious gardens, plantations, 
and houſes of pleaſure : not a Þuilding or 
tree was now to be ſeen, the marks of de- 


vaſtation and ruin occupying the Whole 


proſpect. 

The Jews now became greatly alarmed ; 
being conſcious that they muſt ſurrender 
the city, if they did not contrive to deſtroy 
the Roman works : on the other hand, the 
Romans were apprehenſive leſt the attempts 
of their adverſaries ſhould prevail ; for if 


Before the rams were mounted, no mea- 
ſures that were likely to prove effectual were 


tributed the failure of their deſign. 


as were neceſſary for preventing any advan- 


they unanimouſly reſolved to die in defend- fend the 


omitted by John and his adherents, Who 


opinion of a future fate. A gallant 


guarded the caſtle of Antonia, to prevent a 
breach being made in the walls. They 
made a fally with a view of ſetting fire to the 
mounts ; but they went out in ſmall parties; 
and they did not act with their uſual cou- 
rage and unanimity, to which may be at- 
The 
Romans became unuſually vigilant; and, leſt 
their works ſhould be ſet on fire, they plant- 
ed a ſtrict guard upon the bulwarks, and 
adopted ſuch other precautionary meaſures 


John's party 
attemptto fire | 
the mount, 


tages being taken by the enemy. Rather 
than ſubmit to the irreparable injury of Tue gonns 
relinquiſhing their advantageous ſtation, reſolve to de- 
ing the mounts. — — 

The Romans were prepared with darts to 
encounter the enemy as they advanced; and 
ſuch of the foremoſt as were ſlain or wound- 
ed obſtructed the progreſs, and damped the 
courage, of their companions. Thoſe who 
preſſed forward were aſtoniſhed and deterred 
upon obſerving the exact regularity of the 
Roman diſcipline ; others were alarmed at 
the great numbers of the enemy; and 
thoſe who were . wounded availed them- 
ſelves of the firſt opportunity that offered 
for effecting an eſcape. 

The Jews having retreated, on the firſt 
day of the month Panemus, the Romans 
advanced their rams in order to batter the 
walls of the caſtle of Antonia. To pre- 
vent the approach of the engines, the Jews 


10 


had recourſe to their ſworde, fire, ſtones, 
and 


tar. J. 


Part of the 
wallof An- 
tonia falls 
donn. 


Titus endea- 
yours to ani- 
mate his 
tr00ps, 


His opinion 
ot a future 
4 


and ſuch other means as were likely to 
prove effectual; and they defended them- 
ſelves with ſingular reſolution: they great- 
ly depended on the walls being ſufficiently 
ſtrong to reſiſt the force of the machines, 
hut ſtill they exerted every poſſible effort to 
prevent their being advanced, and placed 
in a manner proper. for action. Hence the 
Romans concluded that the great activity of 
the Jews proceeded from a conſciouſneſs of 
Antonia being in danger. For a conſide- 
rable time the battery was continued with- 
out effect; but, deſpairing of being able to 
effect a breach by means of their engines, the 
Romans applied their thoughts to mining, 
carefully guarding themſelves with their | 
bucklers from the ſtones, lances, and other 
weapons, diſcharged from above. With 
immenſe labour they at length looſened 
four ſtones of the foundation, The night 
how arrived, and both parties retired to e- 
poſe. In the mean time, that part of the 
wall which John had undermined, with 4 
view of deſtroying the former works, ſud- 
denly gave way. 

The Romans were greatly rejoiced at a 
circumſtance ſo favourable to their views 
as the falling of this wall ; but their tranſ- 

orts abated upon obſerving another 
which John had conſtructed within the cit- 
cuit of that wherein the breach appeared. 
They ſtil], however, entertained hopes of 
conquering the place; for the ruins of the 
outward wall greatly facilitated acceſs to the 
other, which was not yet ſufficiently ſet- 
tled, and hard, to make any conſiderable re- 
ſiſtance to the force of the battering- 


1 


rams. 

Titus, finding the Jews continue unani- 
mous longer than he had expected, aſſem- 
bled the flower of his army together; and 
publickly exhorted them to bravery and 
perſeverance. He owned he thought it 


would be difficult to ſubdue the wall before 


them: but great ſouls, he ſaid, were given 
for great and glorious exploits. He inſtanced 
the inſuperable patience and conſtancy 
of the Jews in the worſt of trials; and 
compared the different ſituations of the 
two armies, the one provided with neceſ- 
ſaries, the other impoveriſhed by famine, and 
its horrid conſequences. He was for firſt 
aſſaulting Antonio, which was the only 
obſtacle to a compleat victory; and this 
he thought might be eaſily effected, if they 
would ſupport each other with firmneſs and 
reſolution. As a farther incentive, he ſaid 
that the ſouls of thoſe who gloriouſly fell 
in battle, were inſtantly tranſlated to the 
heavens, and placed among the flars, there 
to influence their deſcendants ; but this was 
not the caſe with thoſe Who fell by the na- 
tural infirmities of the body, for, however 
honourable or virtuous, they nevertheleſs 


ſink into oblivion and obſcurity. He con- 
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cluded with offering the moſt ſplendid 
rewards to him who would firſt mount the 
breach: , | 


Sabinus, a Syrian by birth, was the only 


take this hazardous commiſſion. 
a man of remarkable bravery and military 
{kill : but ſo unpromiſing was his appear- 


ſuppoſed him of martial character. He 
was of low ſtature, thin, and of a black 


ſingularly active and enterprizing. He 
made a reverential obedience to Titus ; and 
told him, that if he failed in the hazardous 
enterprize, he ſhould conſider himſelf am- 
ply recompenſed by yielding his laſt breath 
in the ſervice of his gallant general. 
Sabinus then graſped his ſword in his 


head with the other, he advanced towards 
the wall, being followed by eleven men, 
who were induced to ſupport him merely 
from an emulation of his ſuperior bravery 
and generous contempt of danger. It was 
about the ſixth hour of the day when Sa- 
binus attempted this brave exploit: he was 
annoyed by innumerable darts and arrows 
diſcharged by the enemy; notwithſtanding 
which he continued to purſue his purpoſe 
with a degree of reſolution that appeared 
more than human; and in the action ſome 
of his followers were ſlain. Having nearly 
mounted the wall, his extraordinary cou- 


complexion ; but he was of a diſpoſition. 


ance, that ſtrangers would ſcarcely have 


W all. 


rage, and eeſcape amidſt ſuch a variety of 


dangers, proved fo alarming to the Jews, 
that they quitted their ſtations, fearing 
that the example of Sabinus would en- 
courage his companions to ſupport him, 
and that they ſhould be oppteſſed and 
overpowered by numbers. 


Sabinus uns 
| | | LR dertakes to 
man, however who Had courage to under- mount the 


right-hand ; and, caſting his ſhield over his He advances 
towards the 


But when Sabinus had nearly acgom- g. binus for- 
pliſhed this great exploit, he was mot un- ced to the 
happily encountered by a ſtone of c:onfide- $round-by a 


rable bulk, which forced him to the ground. 


The noiſe occaſioned by the fall of the 
ſtone induced the Jews to return; and 
upon obſerving Sabinus lying alone on the 
earth, without motion, apparently ſenſeleſs, 
they violently aſſaulted hin with darts and 
other weapons. He raijzed himſelf upon 
his knees; and, throwing his buckler over 
his head, bravely revenged himſelf with his 
ſword, by killing many of the enemy and 
wounding others. But ſuch immenſe 
ſhowers of darts were aimed at him, that 
he became wholly unable any longer to 
maintain ſo unequal a conteſt; and, at length, 
he reſigned his breath. 25 

This happened on the third day of the 
month Panemus. Three of the compa- 
nions of Sabinus were cruſhed to death b 
the fall of ſtones from the wall ; and the 
other eight being wounded, were conveyed 
to the Roman camp. 


— — 


. 


His death. 


The ad- 
vanced 


guards at fort 


Antonia 


deſtroyed. 


A deſperate muſt end if the enemy obtained poſſeſſion 
bartle before 


the doors of 
the temple. engagement enſued before the doors of the 


Great havock 
on both ſides. 


ER HISTORY OF THE 


A filent march to the walls of Antonia. | 


WO days having elapſed, twenty of 

the guards of the platforms, the 
enſign of the fifth legion, two cavaliers, and 
a trumpet, aſſembled ; and in the dead of 
the night theſe people ſilently advanced over 
the ruins of the wall up to Antonia. They 
marched without meeting the leaſt obſtruc- 
tion ; and finding the advanced guard op- 
preſſed with ſleep, they cut their throats. 
Having gained poſſeſſion of the wall, the 
trumpeter ſounded his inſtrument, which 


arouſed the reſt of the guard, who were 


thrown into fo great a conſternation, that 
they inſtantly fled, being ignorant that only 


a ſmall number of the enemy had entered || 


the place. 


Upon receiving intimation of the ſtate 
of affairs at the fort, Titus put himſelf 
at the head of his moſt reſolute troops, and 
immediately marched thither over the ruins 
already mentioned. So aſtoniſhed were 
the Jews by the ſudden and unexpected at- 
tack, that ſome fled for ſafety 


John had formed with a view of deſtroy- 
ing the Roman works. The factions under 
the command of John and Simon were 
convinced that every proſpe& of ſucceſs 


of the temple: and hereupon a deſperate 


facred building ; one party fighting for the 
eee 9 of life, and the other for the 
nonour of conqueſt. Neither party could uſe 
lances or darts with effect; for they were 
ſo cloſely engaged, that the ſword was the 
only weapon on which the iſſue of the bat- 
tle was to depend. Jews and Romans 
were promiſcuouſly crouded together, and 
neither order nor diſcipline was obſerved. 
The outcries were ſo loud and various, 
that, notwithſtanding the difference of 
language, there was no poſſibility of diſtin- 
guiſhing from which party they reſpectively | 
proceeded. A very conſiderable {laughter 
was made on both ſides; and the ground 
was encumbered with the bodies and wea- 


| 


of the night, and not concluded till the end 
of the ſeventh on the following morning. 
The determined rage of the Jews, however, 
proved too powerful for the diſcipline and 


the caſe was a fortunate circumſtance for 
the former, whoſe laſt adventure being at 
ſtake, had they been vanquiſhed in this 
action, utter deſtruction to them mult ine- 
vitably have been the conſequence. 


ſatisfied. with the advantage they had ac- 


to the inte- | 
rior temple, and others to the mine that 


pons of the {lain and wounded. The ſpot 
where the battle took place would not admit 
of a retreat, or a purſuit ; but when either 
party obtained an advantage, they preſſed 
forward with ſhouts of triumph, while the 
other retired, exclaiming againſt the injuſtice 
of fortune. 

The rear of each army ſo violently preſ- 
ſed forward, that the ſoldiers in front were 
wholly unable to retreat; and therefore 
they had no alternative but either to deſ- 
troy their adverſaries, or ſurrender their 
own lives. The encounter was maintained 
for the ſpace of ten hours, being com- 
menced at the expiration of the ninth hour 


———— 


Antonia; for they had performed the ex- 


was placed not being yet arrived. 


CHAP. 


A centurion, named 


III. 


and ſhut up. the fort of Antonia. 


Bithynia, a man deſcended of an ho- 
nourable family, obſerving, while he ſtood 
near Titus in the fort of Antonia, that the 
Romans were ſo hard preſſed as to be on 
the point of retiring, availed himſelf of a 
favourable opportunity; and, with a degree 
of intrepidity truly aſtoniſhing, made a ſud- 
den and deſperate leap into the thickeſt part 
of the adverſe forces, whom, by the efforts 
of his ſingle arm, he put to flight, and 

urſued to the moſt interior court of the 
temple. The bravery of this man fo aſto- 
niſhed the Jews, that they believed he was 
aided by a ſupernatural power. Julian 
continued his progreſs with undaunted cou- 
rage and unremitting agility, fearleſs of dan- 
ger and inſenſible of fatigue, putting ſome 


of the enemy to death, and wounding 
others. 


avoid, attended this heroic ſoldier : accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the martial people 
among the Romans, he wore ſhoes ſtudded 
with iron, which, while in purſuit of the 


enemy upon a part that was paved with 


ſtones, occaſioned him to ſlip down. Upon 
hearing the found cauſed by the daſhing of 
his armour againſt the pavement, the Ro- 
mans united in a loud and general outcry, 
being apprehenſive of his having received 
ſome injury by the fall. At the fame in- 
ſtant the Jews turned, and furiouſly aſſault- 
ed him with ſtones and darts. He for ſome 
time bravely defended himſelf againit the 
aſlailants, ſeveral of whom he wounded ; he 
made divers efforts to riſe, but was as con- 
ſtantly oppreſſed and overborne by multi- 
tudes. Being unable any longer to guard 


himſelf with his buckler, he fell at his 


length upon the ground: 


and, even while 
in 


% 


The 
Romans judged that they had reaſon to be 


quired in gaining poſſeſſion of the fort of 


ploit with only a part of the army, the 
legions on whom the greateſt dependance 


| Julian, performs an 
heroic exploit. The Romans are repulſed, 


ULIAN, a centurion, and a native of 
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e Jews 


5 Over power 
bravery of the Romans; and that this was che Roman 


A fatal accident, however, which nei- A fatal acci- 


ther wiſdom could * foreſee, nor judgment ch attends 
Uilan, 


Ca APs Iv.) 


The names 
of the Jews 
who diitin- 
puſhed 

themſelves, 


Titus offers 
battle to 
John, 


ficulty in depriving him of life. The loſs 
of blood, the pain occaſioned by his wounds, 


and fatigue, produced ſuch weakneſs, that 


Julian, being unable any longer to contend 
with the frailties of human nature, yielded 
to inevitable fate ; and died an honourable 
object of admiration to both friends and 
enemies. | 

Titus was exceedingly grieved upon ſee- 
ing ſo great and valuable a warrior fall; and 
when he had obſerved him to be in danger 
from the Jews, he was deeply concerned, 


and ſeverely lamented the total impracti- 


cability of haſtening in perſon to the fpot 
where ſo valuable a life was threatened with 
deſtruction. There were, however, many 
of the Roman army, who, on account of 
their ſituation, might have gone to the 


reſcue of Julian, had they poſſeſſed ſuffi- 


cient bravery to venture their own perſons 
for the preſervation of a man of the moſt 
exalted. martial character. 

Alexas and Gypthæus“, adherents: to 
the faction under the conduct of John ; Ju- 
das, the ſon of Merton; James, the ſon of 
Sozas, captain of the Idumeans; Simon 
and Judas, the ſons of Jair ; and Malachias, 


who were attached to the intereſts of di- 


mon, were the Jews who fignalized them- 
ſelves in the above recited action. 


ENA . 


Titus commiſſions Foſeph to urge John to an 
encounter. Titus harangues the faction. 


T TAVING formed the determination of 

breaking up the foundations of the 
fort Antonia, to form a level paſſage for the 
more convenient march of his army, Titus 
ſent for Joſeph into his preſence; and, under. 
ſtanding that on this day, being the ſeven- 
teenth of the month Panemus, the Jews were 
greatly diſtreſſed on account of their inca- 


pacity of performing the daily ſacrifices and 
_ oblations, through the want of a congre- 


gation, commiſſioned him to repair a 
ſecond-time to John, and repeat a former 
propoſal, which was to the following ef- 
fe : that if John was ſtill diſpoſed to re- 
fiſt, the Romans would be ready to give 
battle to any numbers that he might bring 
into the field; that he propoſed this me- 
thod of deciding the controverſy from no 


other motive than that of preſerving the 


city and temple from being involved in the 
common deſtruction : if John accepted the 
propoſal, it was to be on the condition that 


| he ſhould offer no farther profanations to the 


ſacred name and worſhip of the Almigh- 
ty; and it was added, that if he was inclin- 
ed to reſtore the ſervices of religion, he had 


full liberty to nominate ſuch Jews as he 


„Al. Tipthæus. 


1 


| 78 


— — 


— 


| 


— — 


— 


venture to expteſs their ſentiments. 


— 


WARS OF THE fEW'Ss:. 
a this firvation, the Jews found ſome dif. | 


he approved, to officiate in the duties of the 


ſacred function. | 
Joſeph was not ſatisfied with acquitting 

himſelf of the matter which Titus had en- 

truſted him to communicate to John; but; 


of being more diſtinctly heard; he exalted 
his voice; and, in the Hebrew language, re- 
lated to the multitude what, in obedience 
to the command of Titus, he had alread 

reported to John. He exhorted the Jews 
to refle& upon the deplorable ſtate to which 
their country was reduced ; and, leſt the 
opportunity ſhould elapfe, immediately to 
purſue the neceſſary meaſures for preventing 


| the deſtruction of the temple ; adding, that 


they would not be abridged of the privi- 
lege of folemnizing prayer, offering ſacri- 
fices, and obſerving their other cuſtomary 
ceremonials of religion. 

The Jews were greatly affected by the 
diſcourſe of Joſeph ; but they dared not 
John 
violently exclaimed againſt Joſeph, and 
ironically ſaid, that, fince Jeruſalem was 
the city of God, it could not poſſibly be 
liable to danger. on” 3 

But John reminded him of the horrid 
impieties which he had committed, in a 


to the honour and ſervice of the Almighty, 
He ſaid that the Romans were advocates 


of religious worſhip, as eſtabliſhed by their 
anceſtors; and that therefore they could 
ſuffer no infringement of liberty from 


that humiliation and repentance are ever 
acceptable to the Almighty, he mentioned 
the caſe of Jechonias, king of the Jews, 
who, to preſerve the holy temple and city 
from deſtruction, ſurrendered himſelf, his 
mother, and other near relations, to the 
Babylonianz. Would they follow ſo illuſ- 


trious a precedent, the Romans would 


pardon all paſt offences, and relieve their 

reſent calamities. He was a Jew, he ſaid, 
and therefore they might rely on the ſin- 
cerity of his profeſſions... He concluded by 


alſo follow, if they longer periſhed in 
their cruel obſtinacy. 
In the courſe of this expoſtulation, Jo- 
ſeph's voice was frequently interrupted by 
ſobs and tears. But as his grief increaſ- 
ed, ſo did the inveteracy of John and his 
adherents againft the Romans; and th 
became ſtill more anxious to diſcover ſome 
ſtratagem by means of which they might 
get him into their power. Joſeph's addreſs, 
however, was not entirely without effect; 
for it made a deep impreſſion on many 


| perſons of diſtinguithed rank, | 
7 | Several, 


repairing to an eminence; for the purpoſe 


— 


Joſeph argues 
p- with John. 
plying to profane uſes the victims dedicated _ 


| for the preſervation of the legal inſtitutions 


cheerfully giving up the conteſt. To prove 


reminding them, that the preſent commoti- 
ons had been frequently foretold in hiſtory ; 
and that of courſe the conſequences would 


644. 


of eſcaping to the Romans; from whom 
they experienced a moſt gracious and ge- 
nerous reception; and conceiving that it 
woul+ prove both inconvenient and diſ- 
agiceable to refide among people whoſe 
laws, cuſtoms, and manners, ſo materiall 
differed from thoſe under which they had 
been uſed to live, ordered them to Gophne, 
promiſing to grant them conſiderable poſ- 
ſeſſions when the war ſhould be concluded. 


The Jews re- When the faction obſerved that the fu- 
88 gitives were no longer to be ſeen from the 


all the deſer- City, they circulated a rumour that the Ro- 
ters. mans had put them to death. For ſome 


time this ſtratagem had the deſired effect, 


by deterring other Jews from following 
the example of the deſerters : but being ap- 
prized of the deſign with which the report 
had been propagated, Titus recalled the 
deſerters from Gophne, and ordered them 
to make the tour of the walls, attended by 
Joſeph. The calumny being thus refuted, 
a ſtill greater number of the people were 
induced to revolt. Being aſſembled on this 
occaſion within fight of the Romans, with 
tears and lamentations they ſupplicated the 
faction to preſerve their country by admit- 
ting the Romans into the town ; or, at 
leaſt, to depart from the temple rather than 
provoke them to deſtroy it by fire, This 
conduct ſerved but to inflame the faction to 
a more extravagant degree of outrage ; and 
having planted machines even at the gates 
of the temple, they aſſailed the deſerters 
with darts, arrows, ſtones diſcharged from 
ſlings, and other miſſive weapons; fo that 
the ſacred building had a greater reſemblance 


to a place of war and ſlaughter, than a 


houſe dedicated to the worſhip of God ; and 
the bodies of the deceaſed lay in ſuch num- 
bers in the ſpace of ground before the tem- 
ple, as to give it the appearance of a ceme- 
tary. They forcibly entered the holy 
ſanctuary, their hands yet reeking with the 
blood of the murdered citizens, and were 
guilty of the moſt horrid impieties, which 
proved the ſource of great affliction to the 
Romans, there not being a man in the 
army under Titus that did not obſerve a 
due reſpect to the holy temple, and the 
rights and ceremonies of the Jewiſh reli- 
gion, and entertain the higheſt veneration 
towards the eternal Being, to whoſe ſervice 
the ſacred edifice was dedicated ; and they 


were unanimous in the wiſh that the fac- 


tion would repent of their horrid impieties 
and abominations, and thereby avert the 
deſtruction with which they were threatened. 
Titus affected. Greatly affected at the miſerable ſitua- 
at the fitua- tion of the Jews, Titus determined to 
te adopt another effort to reclaim them to 


his aſſociates, he ſpoke to the following 
purport : 


reaſon : and addreſſing himſelf to John and 


irn OF: TYRE - 


Several, therefore, ſeized the opportunity | 


| 


| Titus proſecutes the war. 


are you not conſcious that your anceſtors 
environed the holy place with partitions, 


| and that the pillars bear Latin and Greek 


inſcriptions, on ſevere penalties prohibiting 
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«© Ye barbarous and ſacrilegious people, Titus ay 


es the fac. 
tion, 


all perſons from treſpaſſing beyond the in- 


y }| cloſure? Have not the Romans given a 


ſignal proof of their tender regard to your 
privileges, by denouncing death as the 
puniſhment of thoſe who ſhould preſume 
to paſs the preſcribed limits, without ex- 
ception even of their own countrymen ? 
Whence is it, then, that you ſuffer your- 
lelves to be tranſported by an extravagant 
rage to profane the ſanctuary with maſſacres 
and aſſaſſinations, and pollute the holy tem- 
ple with domeſtic and foreign blood? I 
here ſolemnly appeal to the gods of my 
country; to that Power who was of late 
patron of the temple, but who has now 
abandoned it; to the army under my com- 


mand; to the Jews who have revolted to 


me; and even to yourſelves—that I have 
in no manner been concerned in, or acceſ- 
lary to, any of the profanations that have 
been committed: and I pledge my word, 
that, if you will acquieſce in my deſire of 
quitting the holy place, it ſhall be my pe- 
culiar care to prevent its being approached, 
or the leaft violation offered to it by the 
Romans ; and that, even in oppoſition to 
your inclinations, I will exert my utmoſt 
endeavours to preſerve and protect the ſa- 
cred edifice.” | 6 - 


„ 


bloody engagement. A Roman cavalier 
performs an heroic exploit. 


OSEPH, as the interpreter of Titus, 

delivered the preceding addreſs in the 
Hebrew language; but the faction put a 
falſe conſtruction upon it, attributing the 
application made by the Roman general as 
proceeding from motives of fear rather than 
good will; and in conſequence hereof their 
inſolence encreaſed. Finding that the Jews 
were wholly regardlels of their own ſafety, 
and the preſervation f the temple, 
determined vigorouſly to proſecute the 
war. The place not being ſufficiently ex- 
tenſive for drawing up his whole army, he 
ſelected from each company thirty of the 
moſt reſolute troops, appointing a tribune 
to head every thouſand men, and Cerealis 
to the chief command of the party that was 
thus choſen for making the aſſault. He 
ordered all neceſſary preparation for pro- 


|ceeding to action about the ninth hour of 


the night, intending himſelf to lead bis 
troops to the attack. The officers of 
Titus's army being aſſembled in a council 
of war, they were unanimoully of opinion 


| 


that it would be highly impolitic for the 
N general 


A deſperate and 


Titus Titus forced 
| to proſecute 
the war. 


Tit 
din 
ſor 
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Titus poſts 


WARS OF 


general to expoſe his perſon ; and therefore 


they adviſed him to ſtation himſelf upon 


the fort Antonia, whence he might iſſue 
orders, and obſerve the behaviour. of his 


troops, who would be inſpired with extra- 


ordinary valour by the conſideration of 

fighting under his immediate inſpection. 
The hour was now appointed for mak- 

ing the aſſault; and Titus, in compliance 


inſelf on with the requeſt of his officers, repaired to 
fort antonts. 1 watch-tower in the fort Antonia. 


The Romans were deceived in an expect- 


ation of ſurprizing the Jews while aſleep : 
the advanced guards reſolutely oppoſed the 
aſſailants; and, at the ſame time, joined in 
a general ſhout, which awakening their 


companions, great multitudes immediately 


came to their ſupport. The Romans 
bravely withſtood the ſhock made by the 
advanced guard ; and when the other Jews 
came up, a ſcene of horror took place. 
Through' the darkneſs of the night, the 
confuſed ſound of voices, fear, and the im- 
pulſe of rage, their conſternation was ſo 
great, that they deſtroyed both friends and 
enemies without diſtin&tion ; and the Jews 
who fell by the hands of their own coun- 
trymen were conſiderably more numerous 
than thoſe who were ſlain by the enemy. 
The loſs on the part of the Romans was 
not great; for they preſerved a regular 
diſcipline, carefully defended themſelves 


. with their bucklers, and had the advantage 


of knowing each other by means of the 


watch-word. Upon the appearance of day- 
light the Jews diſcovered their error, and 


purſued the encounter with more regu- 
larity. Each party now employed darts, 
arrows, and other weapons; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the conteſt that had been main- 
tained in the night, they appeared to ſuffer 
no abatement of courage or ſtrength. 

This conteſt continued from the ninth 


hour of the night to the fafth of the fol- 


lowing day ; and, when it was concluded, 
ſo refolutely. had the combatants maintained 


Neither party CNEIT ground, it could not be decided which 


Wnquer, 


party had gained the advantage. 

In the above action ſeveral noble Ro- 
mans diſtinguiſhed themſelves by feats of 
great heroiſm; and the Jewiſh captains 


who ſignalized themſelves on this occaſion 


were the following: Judas, the ſon of 
Merton, and Simon the ſon of Joſias, ad- 
herents to the party under Simon; Jacob 
the ſon of Soſa, and Simon the ſon of 
Cathlas, who were Idumeans ; Gyfthæus 


and Alexas, friends to the party under 
John; and a Zelote, named Simon, who 


was the ſon of Jair. 2 1 
Titus ordered the foundations of Antonia 

to be broken up to the very bottom; and 

in the ſpace of ſeven days this Work was 


compleated, and a level paſſage formed for 


admitting the Roman legions to march 


outward temple. 


THE JEWS. 


conveniently up to the walls. Titus now 
employed his troops in erecting four 


|| mounts ; the firſt facing the angle of the 


interior temple that looked towards the 
north and eaſt; a ſecond againſt the gal- 
lery, to the northward between the two 
gates; a third towards the weſt porch, and 
the fourth towards the north porch of the 
This work was not 
compleated without great difficulty and 
expence ; for the Romans were under the 
neceflity of conveying what materials. they 
had occaſion for from places at an hundred 
furlongs diſtant from Jeruſalem ; and plac- 
ing great confidence in their. ſtrength, 
they neglected to guard againſt ſurprizes 
from the Jews, who waiting for them on 
the way, frequently made deſperate ſallies 
from ambuſhes, and put them to conſide- 
rable loſs and inconvenience: 

The platforms being now raiſed, and the 
Romans having made every other prepara- 
tion neceſſary to the aſſault they had medi- 


belonging to the faction, who, 
being unable to procure the neceſſaries of 
life by their uſual practice of pillage, were 


nearly on the point of ſtarving, formed the 


reſolution of attacking the Roman guards 
ſtationed on Mount Olivet; and they ad- 
vanced about the eleventh hour of the day, 
when they imagined their attempt would 
be moſt likely to ſucceed, as at that time it 
was uſual for the enemy to take ſome re- 
ſpite from the fatigue of. duty. 

But the Romans obſerving their ap- 
proach, collected all their force in order to 
repulſe them. A terrible conteſt enſued, 
in which great exploits were perfotmed b 
both parties. The Romans founded their 
hopes of ſucceſs on their ſuperior know- 
ledge in the art of war: and the furious 


ceed in the moſt deſperate attempts. 


performed 2 a Roman cavalier, named 
Pedanius: the Jews being repulſed, and 
purſued into the valley, Pedanius rode after 
the fugitives ; and, overtaking a corpulent 
young Jew, bearing very heavy arms, who, 
in order to preſerve his life, was urging his 
horſe full ſpeed, he ſeized him by the leg; 
and, carrying him away a priſoner, preſented 
him to Titus. The general complimented 
Pedanius on his courage, and ſurpriſing 
ſtrength and activity; and he conſigned the 
Jew to death for having been concerned in 
the audacious attempt to ſurpriſe the Ro- 


pleating the mounts, by means of which 


of the temple. . 


| Finding themſelves conſiderably weak- 
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Titus erects 


four mounts. 


tated, on the following day a number of 
Jews 


rage and impetuoſity of the Jews induced 
them to believe that they were able to ſuc- 


The. following remarkable exploit was Courage of 
Pedanius. 


mans in their camp. Titus continued to 
direct his principal attention towards com- 


he entertained the hope of becoming maſter 


* enced 


kills Pudens, 


HISTORY OF THERE 


ened by the loſſes ſuſtained in divers com- 


bats; that the war daily raged with addi- 
tional violence; and that the temple was 
in the moſt imminent danger of being deſ- 


troyed ; the Jews reſolved to ruin a part of | 
the ſacred edifice in order to prelerve the 


reſt, They ſet fire to that part of the gal- 
lery extending from the north to the eaſt, 
and facing the fort Antonia; and in a ſhort 
time as much of the building as occupied 
a ſpace of near twenty cubits was entirely 
conſumed. Thus were the Jews the firſt 
who actually put the deſign in execution 
of effecting the deſtruction of this ſuperb 
and holy ſtructure, ſo deſervedly eclebratcd 
throughout the univerſe. lf 

Two days having elapſed, the Romans, 
on the twenty-fourth of the ſame month, 
ſet fire to the remaining part of the gallery ; 
and when the-flames had gained fourteen 
cubits, the Jews deſtroyed the roof, as well 
as every other matter which was likely t. 
| ſerve as a communication with fortAntonia ; 
though they might, had they been ſo in- 
clined, have ſaved the place from the rage 
of the flimes. During this time daily ſk:r- 


miſhes took place in the neighbourhood o 


the temple. | 
A Jew named Jonathan, a man of ob- 


ſecure birth, deſperate fortune, low ſtature, | 


and every way contemptible in appearance, 
at this period repaired to the ſepulchre o 


John, the high-prieſt ; and, making him 


ſelf the ſubject of a vain- glorious diſcourſe, 


A fantaſtical he inſolently challenged any man of the 
challenge of Roman army to come with his ſword in his | 
hand, and engage him in ſingle combat. 


Jonathan waited a conſiderable time before 
any champion appeared to oppoſe him ; and 
during that interval he continued to inſult 

the Romans by charging them with cowar- 
dice. At length a Roman cavalier, named 
Pudens, being naturally of an impetuous 
temper, and no longer able to brook the 
provoking inſults offered by | Jonathan, in- 
conſiderately accepted his challenge. The 
contemptible idea he entertained of his ad- 
verlary rendered Pudens careleſs, and by 


ſome accident he unfortunately fell: the | 


Jew ſeized the opportunity, and put him 
to death while he lay on the ground; he 
now trampled the body of the deceafed un- 
der his feet; and, his ſword yet reeking 
with blood in his right, and his buckler 
in his left-hand, he exultingly clattered 
his arms together, and vented the moſt 
ſcurrilous reffections upon his deceaſed ad- 


verſary and the whole Roman army. A 


centurion, named Priſcus, being provoked 
at the inſolence and vanity of this Jew, 
diſcharged an arrow, which ſhot him 
through the heart, and he inſtavtly expir- 
ed, and fell on the body of Pudens. 
CHAT. Vs. 


The Jews make uſe of a firatagem to con- 


mentioned. They 


| found the Romans. The fingular valour 
/ Longus. | Artorius eſcapes in a manner 
almoſt miraculous: 


FT this juncture the faction in the 
temple were engaged in open war 
with the ſoldiers on the mounts; and the 
Jews deviſed the following ſtratagem on the 
twenty-ſeventh day of the month above- 


ter, between the timbers and the top of the 
roof of the weſtern porch; and then affect 
ing to give way, as if an attack had been 
made on them, they retreated, with every 
appearance of being driven out of a place of 
which they could no longer hold poſſeſſion. 
Hereupon a number of their opponents 
purſued them cloſely, with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs, and put up ladders, to ſecure the 
place; but ſome deemed it to be a mere ar- 


tifice, and therefore did not join the pur- 


W a 

As ſoon as the Romans had crouded in- 
to the porch, the Jews ſet it on fire, and 
the whole building was immediately in 
flames, to the horror and confuſion of thoſe 
who were within their power, and the 
aſtoniſnment of thoſe who viewed the con- 
flag ration at a diſtance. Some of theſe un- 
happy people threw themſelves into wells 
und pits; others leaped from the houſes, 
and ran for their lives; others again were 
mothered in the flames; and ſome threw 
themſelves on their (words, to avoid a more 
ditagreeable death, _ | 
Indeed, thoſe who eſcaped the fury of the 
flames, were attacked by the Jews; and 
every man of them was ſlain, after they had 
made an obſtinate refiſtance. 

Great numbers of gallant and courageous 
men fell on this unhappy occaſion ; among 
whom one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed was 


Longus, a Roman by birth, and in theThe brarey 
prime of life. The Jews, who were ac- ef Longus. 
quainted with his bravery, and thought 


him a dangerous perſon, ſaw no mode by 
which they could deſtroy him; unleſs they 
could prevail on him to come to them by 
pledging/ their honour that he ſhould return 
in perfect ſafety. This being done, his 
brother Cornenus called to him, warning 


him, by all that was ſacred, not to be guilty 


of any act for which either himſelf or his 
country ſhould have cauſe to bluſn. Thus 
lituated, Longus ſtopped within fight of 
both parties, and killed himſelf with his 
own ſword. 1 4 | 

A perſon named Artorius eſcaped from 
the fire before mentioned in a very extraor- 
dinary manner. Being reduced to the ut- 
moſt extremity of danger, he obſerved Lu- 
cius, his fellow-ſoldier and companion, 
within hearing: on which he called out to 


| 


him, * Catch me in your arms, and break | 
my 
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placed a large quantity The Jews 
of dry wood; ſulphur, and bituminous mat- Yee th 


CHAP. VIIt. 
my fall; and I will make you heir to my 


The death of 
Lucius, 


the ſpot. 
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eſtate. Lucius prepared himſelf to catch 


attempt his friend was daſhed to pieces on 

The fire deſtroyed the porch as far as the 
tower which John had built (during his 
war with Simon) on the pillars that led to 
this porch; 
burat by the. Jews, in the manner above 
recited, they deſtroyed the. remainder of 
the building : and, the following day, they 
ſet fire to the norih porch, and continued 
the conflagration to the porch facing the 


eaſtward, which commands the valley of 


Cedron. | 
GERI © ah GB 
The exceſſfve diſtreſs attendant on famine. 


H US unhappily were affairs ſituated 
5 in the neighbourhood of the temple. 
The extreme ſeverity of the famine had 


almoſt depopulated the city; and the mi- 


ſeries conſequent on this calamity were be- 


vond all number or recital. 


houſe; ſeizing whatever they could find, 


have refuſed. 


If it was but 
ſuſpected that there was any concealed food 
in a family, this circumſtance was ſufficient 
to diflolve the tendereſt ties, and create a 
general inſurrection among the parties. 


Thoſe who abſolutely periſhed of mere 


hunger were not credited, even at the hour 
of death, when they declared that they had 
no food; for nb ſooner had the breath left 
their bodies, than immediate ſearch was 
made about their perſons on the ſuppoſition 
that they had concealed ſome bread. When 
the ſurvivors found not what they ſearched 
for, they ranged the ſtreets like mad dogs, 
reeling like drunkards through weakneſs, 
repeatedly prying into every corner of every 


even ſuch articles as a canine appetite would 
The ſkins of beaſts, leather- 
girdles, and ſhoes, were eaten ; and even a 
handful of old hay bore the price of four 
atticks. | 
of what I am going to relate, 


DOR 1 Þ th; 
The fleſh of a ſon dreſſed and eaten by his mo- 


tber. Titus ſolemnly declares his innocence 
in the whole affair. 


N the village named Vetezobra, (that is, 
the houſe of Hyſſop) beyond the river 
Jordan, lived one Eleazar, who had a 


daughter named Mary. The. family was 


rich, and the deſcent reſpectable. Now 
this Mary fled, in company with ſeveral 
other perſons, and took refuge in Jeruſalem. 


All the more valuable effects that this wo- 


pan brought with her ſhe was deprived of 


by the tyrants; and with regard to ſuch 
articles as ſhe had cencealed, whether good 


him; .Artorius leaped down; but in the | 
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or proviſions, the ſoldiers frequently broke 
open her houſe, and ſtole them from her. 


After the Romans had been 


faction in terms of the utmoſt acrimony; 
but no language of which ſhe was miſtreſs, 
however ſevere, could provoke any of this 
abandoned ſet to put her to death, either 
from motives of rage or pity. At length, 
tormented with the exctuciating pangs of 
a devouring famine, from which ſhe ſaw 


no poſſibility of eſcaping, having no farther 


means of ſuſtaining life, and being aban- 
doned to- the utmoſt rage of deſpair, ſhe 
determined on a reſolution more horrid than 
it is in the power of language to deſcribe. 
At this time Mary had a child ſucking 


ſat her breaſt, whom ſhe took ny to her 


embraces ; and, regarding it with the ten- 
derneſs of a mother, ſhe cried, ©* In what 


|| terms ſhall I addreſs thee, moſt unhappy 


infant, who art born during the raging of 
ſuch horrid judgments as rebellion, tamine; 
and war! To which of theſe ſhall I reſerve 
thee ? It is poſſible the Romans will grant 


will prevent flavery ; but our preſent ty- 
rants will be worſe foes than the other 
two, What, in thy preſent ſituation, canſt 
thou do better than to ſupply a meal to thy 
ſtarving mother, and territy the party with 
the horror of the deed ? Thus ſhalt thou 


only atrocious act that is yet wanting to 
render their miſery compleat.“ "i. 


the half of it, and, covering up the re- 
mainder, put it away. The circumſtance 
of her having dreſſed ſome proviſion ſoon 
came to the knowledge of the faction; ſome 
of whom went to the woman, and threat- 
ened her with immediate death, if ſhe did 


But what was this in compariſon 


not produce what victuals ſhe had in the 
houſe. Hereupon ſhe fetched out that 
part of the child which {till remained un- 
devoured, and told them that was all the 


effect on the ſpectators, that they at firſt 


were ſhocked at the conſequences to be 
dreaded from it. On this the woman ad- 


dreſſed them as follows : Be affured, that 


this is my ſon; and that I haye dreſſed this 
diſh, the half of which I have eaten my- 
ſelf, and requeſt that you will eat the re- 
mainder. I flatter myſelf that you will not 


man, or more compaſſion than a mother. 
But if you refuſe the oblation through fcru- 


leave the food where you have found it. 
Only remember, that I have eaten a part of 


ing, than they departed-with evident ſigns 


Irritated by this treatment ſhe reviled the- 


thee thy life, but not thy liberty : famine 


compleat the hiſtory of the Jews, with the 


Having made this apoſtrophe, ſhe killedpreadfut 
| her infant; and, having boiled it, ſhe ate aof a 


mother; 


food ſhe poſſeſſed. This ſight had ſuch an | 725 


appeared petrified with horror, then trem- 
bled at the idea of what had paſſed, and 


pretend to have more delicacy than a W- 
les of conſcience, you are welcome to 


it already. She had no ſooner ended ſpeak» 
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Titus, how finding that his own men 
were devoted to ruin, by his wiſhes to ſpare 
the temple, iſſued orders that the gates 


of terror ; 5 the remainder of the 
child with the unfortunate mother. 
When this melancholy tale reached the 


The re flec- 


tions of 
Titus. 


| The Jevs 
obſtruct the 

0 Romans in 

; their attack 
on the caſt» 
ern gallery, 


? 


Romans, Titus ſolemnly declared, that he 
had exerted his utmoſt influence to render 
the Jews eaſy and happy in their fortunes, 


lives, and liberties: ** But (ſaid he) if 


they were determined rather to deſtroy 
each other, than to live in the bands of fra- 
ternal affection; if they preferred war ra- 


ther than peace, and famine rather than 


plenty; it was not in my power to prevent 
them. As they were determined to ſet fire 
to the temple with their own hands, while 
I did every thing in my power to preſerve 
it, the fleſh of their own children 1s as good 
food as ſuch parents deſerve. For my 

art, I am reſolved that their iniquities 
ſhall be but the forerunners of their ruin; 
for I will not longer permit the exiſtence of 
a City, in which mothers feed on their 
own children; and the fathers, with a ſtil] 
more horrid degree of impiety, conti- 
nue the War, after ſuch plain and evident 
demonſtrations, that the ſo doing is con- 
trary to the will of almighty God.“ 


CHAP IX. 


Titus commands his people to ſet fire to the 
gates, The F 1a encircled in flames, 
which totally deſtroy the galleries, 


WO of the legions having compleat- | 


ed their platforms, Titus directed 


his battering- rams to be planted againſt the 


weſtern gallery of the outward temple, on 
the eighth of the month Lous. Six days 
ſucceſſively he played his beſt piece of bat- 


_ tery againſt this place; but without making 


any impreſſion on the work. In the in- 


terim ſome of the troops were employed in 


ſapping the foundations on the north fide; 
but, after prodigious labour, they found 
that they could only move the outward 
ſtones, the porch ſtill remaining firm ; 
wherefore the Romans had recourſe to their 
(caling-ladders ; in which, however, they 
were obſtructed by the Jews, who imme- 


diately attacked them as they were aſcend- | 
ing, before they had time to put themſelves | 

in a poſture of defence: ſome they deſtroyed 
as they were advancing with relief; and 


ſometimes they overturned the ladders with 
the men upon them. On the whole, the 
Romans ſuſtained a very conſiderable loſs in 
this attack; eſpecially in thoſe conteſts 
which happened for the defence or recovery 
of their colours, which military people deem 
to be an affair of the utmoſt conſequence. 
In the end, however, the Jews killed a 
number of the enſign-bearers, keeping ſuch 
enſigns as they got poſſeſſion of; a circum- 


Romans, that they thought it prudent to 
retreat, 


ſhould be ſet on fire without loſs of time. 


At this juncture, Archelaus, the fon of 
Magadathes; and Ananus, one of Simon's 
guards, and the moſt cruel of all his attend= 


ants ; repaired to Titus, flattering 
ſelves that their abandoning the faction at 
the time they had ſome advantage in their 
favour; would ſecure them a good re- 
ception. But Titus knowing their charac- 
ters, had ſome thoughts of putting them to 
death; being convinced that their own 
ſafety, and not his intereſt, had influenced 
their conduct: but having reflected more 
ſeriouſly on the affair, he dropped his firſt 
intention. 

By this time the gates of the temple 
were burning furicuſly; the timbers bein 
all on fire, and the filver-work above the 
gates inelted ; and the flames ſoon extended 
even to the adjacent galleries. The Jews were 
ſo much ſurprized at finding themſelves fo 
ſuddenly encompaſſed by the flames, that 


aſtoniſhment, not even attempting to pre- 
ſerve what as yet remained uninjured, or 
affecting any concern for what was already 
deſtroyed : ſo that the fire encreaſed all that 
day, and the ſucceeding night; till at 
length the galleries were totally burnt to 
the ground. 74 e 

On the following day, however, Titus 
iſſued out orders for the ſuppteſſion of the 
fire, and directed the roads to be levelled 
for the march of his troops. He then 
ſummoned a council of general officers, to 
concert the beſt mode of proceeding, with 
regard to the deſtruction or preſervation of 
the temple. Of theſe, ſome recommended 
a ſtrict adherence to the law of arms, 
ing 


them 


The Jews et- 
compaſled by 
flames, 


they regarded each other with looks of 


Arguments 
k urg - the council 
that while the temple remained, and convened by 


the Jews continued their frequent aſſocia- Titus. 


tions in it, they would never deſiſt from 
oppoſition. Others gave their votes for 
ſparing the byilding, on the condition that 
the 


of contention ; but that if poſſeſſion of it 
ſhould be acquired by dint ot the ſword, in 
this caſe that they ſhould not heſitate to 
burn it; not conſidering it as a temple, 
but as a caſtle : ſince the blaine would then 


Jews ſhuuld abandon it, and that it 
ſhould be nc longer conſidered as an object 


reſt with thoſe who compelled the burning 


it, not with thoſe whom neceſlity urged to 
the deed. Titus, at laſt, gave his opinion, 
ſaying, ** If the obſtinacy of the Jews will 
convert a temple to a citadel, ſhall I take 
vengeance on their perverſeneſs, by wreak- 


ing my wrath on the ſtones of the building, 


and burning to aſhes the moſt magnificent 
ſtance which ſo diſcouraged the reſt of the 


ſtructure in the world ? Indeed, I am of 
opinion that the robbing of the empire of 
fo diſtinguiſhed an ornament would be a 
difgrace 


pap. X.] 


The Jews 


Rome.” | 

The council being diſmiſſed, orders were 
iſſoed that the army ſhould be allowed to 
reſt, and take refreſhment. In the meun 
time ſome ſelect battalions were directed to 
oblerve the ravages made by the fire, and 
to make proper paſſages through the ruins, 

The courage and ſtrength of the Jews 


beginning now to fail them, they remained 


at peace during this day ; but on the fol- 
lowing one, about the ſecond hour, having 
recruited their ſpirits, and acquired freſh 
reſolution, they made a deſperate ſally, 
through the eaſtern gate, on the guards of 
the outward temple. At firſt the Romans, 
under the protection of their bucklers, eaſily 
ſuſtained the ſhock ; but all their courage 
and perſeverance would not have enabled 
them long to hold out in oppoſition to fo 
fierce an enemy, if Titus, who beheld the 
action from Antonia, had not inſtantly come 
to their relief. On this, ſome of the Jews 
fell back; and the Romans breaking in on 
their front, the main body fled with pre- 
Cipitation. After this the Romans retreated 
in their turn ; while the Jews rallied and 
advanced in order of battle. Thus they 
continued, one party having now the ad- 
vantage, and then the other, till about the 
fifth hour of the day ; when the Jews were 


rtreat to the COMpelled to retreat into the temple, and 


remple. 


there. encloſe themſelves. Hereupon Titus 


retired to Antonia; having come to a deter- 
mination to make an aſſault on the temple 
on the following day with his whole army. 
It ſeemed evident that divine Providence 
had originally deſtined this place to be de- 
ſtroyed by fire, and that the period was at 
length arrived; that is to ſay, the tenth 
day of the month Lous, being the return 
of that day on which it had heretofore been 
burnt by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby- 
lon. Of this laſt conflagration, however, 
the Jews themſelves were the occaſion ; for 


no ſooner had Titus left them at their re- 


poſe, than the inſurgents. made a violent 
ſally on his guards, while they were engaged 


by the general's orders in extinguiſhing the 
fire. But the Romans routed, and com- 


pelled them to retreat to the temple for 
refuge. 


A 


CHAP. X. 


A ſoldier ſets fire to the temple. Titus endea- 
wvours to ſtop the flames. A horrid maſ- 


facre enſues. | 


N event happened at this period, 


which took riſe from the conduct of 
a private ſoldier ; who. thinking himſelf | 
actuated by a divine impulſe, got on the 


ſhoulders of one of his brother ſoldiers, 
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diſgrace to the characteriſtic majeſty of | 


| 


and threw a fire=-brand into the golden win- 
dow that was oppoſite the apartments on 
the north ſide of the temple. The place, 
on this, was inſtantly in flames; which 
occaſioned ſo violent a turnult among the 
Jews, that their countrymen haſtened as 
faſt as poſſible to their relief. 
When intelligence of the conflagration 
was brought to Titus, he immediately aroſe; 
and, ordering his chariot, proceeded to the 
temple, to uſe all his authority towards the 
extinction of the fire. But ſo great was 
the confuſion that every where prevailed, 
that his orders were either not heard, or 
diſregarded. Nor had the faction any way 
to prevent what happened; for on which 
ſide ſoever they turned, deſtruction ſtared 
them in the face. The poor people, the 
lick, and the unarmed, were deſtroyed by 
the {word wherever they were found: num= 
bers of unhappy wretches were left ſtream- 
ing in their own gore; dead bodies were 
piled in heaps round the altar; and the 
ſtairs were floated with deluges of blood: 
The fury of the ſoldiers had now ariſen 
to ſuch a height, that Titus finding it im- 
poſſible to reſtrain it, and that the fire con- 
tinued to make additional ravages every 
day, he immediately proceeded, with ſome 
of his officers of the firſt rank, into the inte- 
rior temple; where, on a careful ſurvey of the | 
place, he found that its ſplendor and mag- Titus ſur- 
nificence greatly exceeded what common 3 : 
fame had reported. Titus, having how 
remarked that the fire had not reached the 


ſanctuary, and being of opinion that it 


might not yet be too late to preſerve the 
holy place undeſtroyed, inſtantly exerted 
himſelf, and earneſtly entreated the ſoldiers 
to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to ſtop the 
progreſs of the flames; at the ſame time 
iſſuing ſtrict orders to Liberalis, a centu- 
rion of the guards, to urge the accom- 
pliſhment of this buſineſs, and to puniſh 
thoſe who refuſed their aſſiſtauce. But ſo 
violent was the rage of the ſoldiers, that they 
were not to be reſtrained within the bounds 
of duty, either by motives of reſpect or fear. 
Ayarice prompted great numbers to ſeek 
for plunder, as they imagined the inſide of 
that place was filled with hiddea treaſures, 
the very doors being plated with gold. 


While Titus was thus exerting his ut- 


moſt endeavours to preſerve the temple, one 
of the ſoldiers ſet fire to ſeveral of the door- 
poſts ; on which he was obliged, with hisof- 
ficers, toretire to ſo great a diſtance, that their 
ſervices could no longer avail: the temple, 
therefore, was deſtroyed, notwithſtanding 
every generous effort that the Roman ge- 
neral had made for its protectioun. 
It is a painful taſk to recite the circum- 
ſtances of this misfortune; which ruined 
the moſt aſtoniſhing fabrio that ever was 


| conſtructed, 


wy 
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tonſtrufted, whether we conſider its archi-|| ſlain exceeded that of their executioniers, 
tecture, its dimenſions, its ſplendor and Dead bodies ſtrewed the ground on every 
magnificence, or the ſacred purpoſes to ſide; on which the Roman ſoldiers trampled 
which it was dedicated. But one circum- in purſuit of the ſurvivors. At length, 
ſtance ariſes, equally for our inſtruction however, a body of the Jews repelled the 
and conſolation: we learn that all the Romans; and, having forced a paſſage into 
works of the created univerſe, whether ani- || the outward temple, effected their eſcape 
mate or inanimate, are governed by an ine- into the city; while the outwzrd porch 
vitable deſtiny ; and that all things muſt || was gained by the remainder of their 
come to an end. From the commencement || number. 5 
of the firſt temple by Solomon, to the de- Many of the prieſts who had engaged The prieq, 
ſtruction of this in the ſecond year of Vel- || in this conteſt with the Romans made uſe make uſe of 
paſian, I reckon a period of eleven hundred || of the ſpits belonging to the temple, inſtead * 28 
and thirty years, ſeven months, and fifteen || of darts; and, in the place of ſtones, they 
days: and J account fix hundred and thirty- || threw their ſeats, which had lead in them: 
nine years and forty-five days, from that] but at length, finding all their efforts fruit- 
of Haggai, in the ſecond year of king Cyrus. || leſs, and that fire purſued wherever they 
2065 [attempted to fly, they took refuge for ſome 
CHAP. XI. time under a thick all that 60 not leſs 
The temple and all its contents reduced to] than eight cubits in breadth. Among the 
aſhes. An impoſtor adviſes a proceeding || principal perſons who exerted themſelves 
that terminates in the deſtruttion of near|| on this occaſion, were Meirus, the ſon of 
ix thouſand people. Belgas, and Joſeph, the ſon of Daleus: they 
HILE the temple was in flames, || might have preſerved their own lives if they 
the ſoldiers ſeized all perſons that would have taken part with the Romans; but 
came in their way; and, having firſt plun-||chuſing to adhere to their aſſociates, they 
dered, flew them, without paying the leaſt || plunged themſelves into the fire, and were 
attention to age, ſex, or quality. Indeed, || buried in the conflagration that deſtroyed 
the ſlaughter was immenſe: the old, the] the temple. 55 
young; thoſe of the prieſthood, and thoſe] The Romans likewiſe burnt the treaſury 
of the laity; perſons of all ranks, and all|| and the wardrobe, containing an immenſe 
degrees, whether they reſiſted or ſubmit-|| treaſure in jewels and money, and rich 
ted; were all involved in the general ca-||habits to a very large amount: for the 
lamity. 3 Jews had made this place a repoſitory of 
Horror of As the fire encreaſed, the groans of per- | every thing deemed molt valuable. 
the lames. ſons in the agonies of death was diltin-|| There was yet ſtanding one gallery on 
guiſhed from the noiſe of the flames: and, || the outſide of temple, to which an immenſe 
to thoſe at a diſtance, the whole city ap- || number of women and children had re- 
peared to be on fire, owing to the extent of || ſorted, with a variety of other perſons who 
the conflagration, and the depth of the||had fled from the multitude ; the whole 
Hill. The Roman legions made the moſt || number amounting.to almoſt fix thouſand. 
horrid outcries: and the faction, when they || The ſoldiers, ſtill enraged to the utmoſt 
found themſelves at the mercy of the fire|| degree of fury, ſet this place on fire before 
and fword, ſcreamed in the moſt dreadful Titus had an opportunity of giving any 
manner; while the unhappy wretches en- directions to the contrary : and they con- 
cloſed between the enemy and the fire, la- || tinued their operations againſt it with ſuch 
mented their ſituation in the moſt pitiable || vehemence, that not a ſingle perſon eſcaped 
complaints. Thoſe on the mountain and || with life: numbers threw themſelves head- 
thoſe in the city ſeemed mutually to echo || long from the ruins, and all the reſt were 
| each other's groans. Thoſe who were al- || conſumed by the flames. + REL 
ready on the point of expiring through || This melancholy event happened through 
famine, acquired freſh ſpirits to deplore|| the artifices of an impoſtor, who, on that 
their misfortunes, when they ſaw the day, pretended to be commiſſioned by God 
dreadful effects of the raging flames. The Almighty, to declare his will; which was, 
complaints and lamentations from the city || that they ſhould immediately go up to the 
were repeatedly returned from the adjacent || temple: and he accompanied this order with 
mountains and places beyond Jordan. But, [an aſſurance that the divine favour and 
in reality, the calamity exceeded all that|| protection would be manifeſted to them by 
could be expreſſed. The flames of fire an infallible ſign. | 


A gallery igt 


on fire. 


— — — — 
— — 


were ſo violent and impetuous, that the“ i 

mountain on which e ae ſtood re- 14, e Kei II. 

ſembled one large body of fire, even from Several remarkable occurrences. 

its foundation. The blood of the ſufferers IT is remarkable that the Jews ſhould ſo 
flowed in proportion to the raging of the reſolutely perfevere in meaſures that 


flames; for the number of thoſe who were || tended immediately to their utter deſtruc- 


| tion * 
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tion, when the conſequences had been ſo 
clearly foretold by prodigies and other 
prognoſtics. This may be inſtanced by 
the following ſingular examples: 

A comet, which bore the reſemblance of 
a ſword, hung over the city of Jeruſalem 
for the ſpace of a whole year. 

A ſhort time before the revolt; a moſt 
remarkable and extraordinary light was | 
ſeen about the altar. This ſpectacle, which 
continued for about half an hour, gave a 

light equal to that of the day, and happened 
on the eighth of the month Xanthicus, at 
the ninth hour of the night preceding the 
celebration of the feaſt of the Paſſover. 
Ignorant perſons conſidered this unuſual 
and wonderful appearance as a happy omen: 
but thoſe of ſuperior judgment averred that 
it was a prediction of approaching. war. 

At the time of the feſtival above-men- 
tioned another fingular prodigy occurred. 
As the proper perſons were leading a cow 
to the altar. to be ſacrificed, ſhe was de- 
livered of a lamb in the midſt of the 
temple. 

Solid braſs compoſed the eaſtern gate of 
the interior temple ; and this gate was of 
ſuch an immenſe weight, that it was the 
labour of twenty men to make it faſt every 
night. It was ſecured with iron bolts and 
bars,. which were let down into a large 
threſhold . conſiſting of one entire - ſtone. 
But about the fifth hour of the night this 
a opens gate opened without any human affiſtance ; 
mn afit- and immediate notice of this event being 
uce, given to the officer on duty, he loſt no time 
in endeavouring to reſtore it to its former 
fituation ; but it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty that he accompliſhed it. 

On the twenty-firſt day of the month 
Artemiſius, not long after the feſtival was 
ended, a viſion of ſo extraordinary a kind 
made its appearance, that I ſhould be ſcru- 
pulous of venturing to relate it, but that 
the events which were foretold have already 
actually happened; and I could yet pro- 
duce ſeveral witneſſes who ſaw the circum- 
ſtance. Before the ſetting of the ſun, cha- 
riots and armed men were ſcen in the air, 
in various parts of the country, paſſing 
round: the city, among the clouds. | 

While the prieſts were going to perform 
the duties of their function, according to 
cuſtom, in the inner temple, on the feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, they at ficſt heard an indiſtinct 
murmuring, which was ſucceeded by a 
voice, repeating, in the plaineſt and moſt 
earneſt manner, Let us be gone; let us 
be gone! 

But the moſt extraordinary ſtory yet re- 
mains untold, About four years before 
the commencement of the war, and: while 
the city appeared to be in the moſt perfect 
peace, and abounded in plenty, there came 


[ comet 
hangs over 
ſeruſaiems 


A cow deli» 
jered of a 
lamb. 


A pate of 
braſs opens 


to the feaſt of Tabernacles, which is an- | 
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nually celebrated to the honour of God, a 
imple countryman, named Jeſus; who was 
the fon of Ananus; and who; without an 

previous intimation, exclaimed in the ſol- 
lowing manner“ A voice from the eaſt ; 
a voice from the weſt; 4 voice froni the 
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Strange ex- . 
clamation of 


four quarters of the world; a voice to Je- countryman 
ruſalem, and a voice to the temple : a voice named Jeſus: 


to men and women newly married; and a 
voice to the nation at large!” In this 
manner did he continue his exclamations 
night and day, in-various places, through all 
the ſtreets of the city. Some perſons of 
eminence in the government were fo of- 
fended at the freedom of the ill- omened 
exclamation, that they directed that the 
man ſhould be apprehended and whipped 
ſeverely. He bore his ſufferings not only 
without complaint, but without ſaying a 
word in his defence: but his puniſhment 
was no ſooner ended, than he proceeded as 
before with his denouncing exclamations. 


By this time the magiſtrates were ſuſpicious 
(and indeed not without reaſon) that what 


he had ſaid proceeded from the divine im- 


pulſe of a ſuperior power that influenced 
his words. 


him to be whipped with ſuch ſeverity, 
that his bones appeared; yet, even in 
this fituation, he neither wept nor ſuppli- 
cated ; but in a voice of mourning he re- 
peated, after each ſtroke; ** Woe, woe to 
Jeruſalem!” On this extraordinary conduct, 
Albinus was induced to interrogate him 
with reſpect to his character, and the places 
of his birth and reſidence; and what could 
induce him to proceed as he had done; 
but he replied not to any of theſe queſtions: 
wherefore Albinus found himſelf under a 
neceſſity of diſmiſſing him, as a man out of 
his ſenſes. From this period to the com- 
mencement of the war, it was not known 


that Jeſus viſited or ſpoke to any of the 
citizens; nor was he heard to ſay any 


other words than that melancholy ſentence, 
«© Woe, woe to Jeruſalem!“ Thoſe who 
daily puniſhed him received no ill language 
in return; nor did thoſe who fed him re- 
ceive his thanks': but his general ſpeech 


to every one was an ominous nN | 


It was remarked, that on public feſtivals he 
was more voiceferous than on other occa- 
ſions: and in the manner above-mentioned 
he continued to proceed for the ſpace of 
ſeven years and five months; nor did his 
voice or ſtrength appear to fail him till his 
predictions were verified by the fiege of Je- 
ruſalem. Whea this event had taken place, 
he went, for the laſt time, on the wall, and 
exclaimed, in a more powerful voice than 
uſual, ** Woe, woe to this city, this tem- 
ple, and this people !” and concluded his 
lamentation by ſaying, © Woe, woe be to 
myſelf!” He had no ſooner ſpoken theſe 

. words 


Hereupon he was ſent to Al- 
binus, the governor of Judea, who directed 
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words than he was deſtroyed by a ſtone 
thrown from an engine. 

It is aſtoniſhing that the Jews, after poſ- 
ſeſſing themſelves of Antonia, ſhould have 
reduced the temple to a ſquare form, when 
they knew that the ſacred writings con- 
tained a prediction, importing that the city 
and temple ſhould be both taken when- 
ever it ſhould be reduced to that figure. 
But the principal motive by which they | 
were induced to undertake this deſtructive 
war, was the doubtful meaning of another 
text, which intimated that, in thoſe days, 
a perſon ſhould come out of Judea, who 
ſhould have the command of all the world. 
This text they applied to their own nation; 
and the error prevailed even among men of 
A prophecy ſuperior rank: while, in fact, the prophecy 
expounded. related to Veſpaſian, who became an em- 
peror while in Judea. Fancy appears to 
be the general guide in interpretations z 
thus, at leaſt, it happened with the de- 
voted Jews. 
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The army proclaims Titus emperor. Titus 
commands that the prieſts ſhould be put to 
death. A treaty requeſted by the faction. 


XI JHILE the temple, and all its ad- 
jacencies, continued on fire, the 
inſurgents fled into the city, The Roman 
army, after this, placed their enſigns againſt 
the eaſtern gate, where they made facri- 
RTE fices of thankſgiving, and proclaimed Ti- 
proclaims tus emperor, with every poſſible demonſtra- 

Titus em- tion of joy. / 
5 So large a treaſure in gold was now ob- 
tained in Syria, that it was reduced to half 

its accuſtomed value. 5 

Policy ofa Among the prieſts on the wall there hap- 
child, pened to be a child, who requeſted the Ro- 
man guards to give him a draught of water 
to quench his thirſt : this they readily com- 
lied with, in compaſſion to the tender age 
of the little ſupplicant. On going down to 
the water, he took a flaggon, which he 
filled, and then ran off with ſuch ex- 
pedition, that the guards were not able to 
catch him. The Romans, however, ſub- 
mitted to the impoſition, in conſideration 
of its ſmallneſs. 
The prieſts, having continued on the wall 
five days after this, an extremity of hunger. 
at length compelled them to ſurrender 
themſelves to Titus, of whom they 
entreated a merciful regard. To this the 
emperor replied, that they were too late in 
their application ; for as the temple was 


| He endeavoured to cynvince them, by a 


vaſtation you have made. Is it to be thought 
| that I can on any terms grant a pardon to 
| thoſe who would not ſpare their own tem- 
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poſed to enter into a treaty with the empe- The f 
ror: to which he lent a favourable ear; (rea 
partly, indeed, on the recommendation of 
his friends, and partly with a view to ſpare 
the city, in the hope that the inſurgents, by 
their future conduct, might deſerve his 
mercy. Titus took his ſtation on the weſt 
fide of the interior temple; near the gates 
which led to the gallery ; and between the 
temple and the upper town there was a 
bridge of communication, by which the 
Romans and Jews were at this time ſepa- 
rated. On each fide the ſoldiers crouded 
round their commanding officers ; the Ro- 
mans, on the one part, eager to fee how 
Titus would receive the ſupplicants; and 
the Jews, on the other, equally eager to 
learn what chance there was of their being 
pardoned. Titus having ordered his men 
to keep the ſtricteſt filence, aſked the 
Jews if they had ſo far recovered the uſe of 
their ſenſes as to be aware of their own 
weakneſs, and the power of the Romans. 


variety of arguments; that they had been 
contending againſt abſolute impoſſibilities. 
In fact, Veſpaſian, he faid, did not viſit 
Judea with a view to chaſtiſe their defection 
from Ceſtius, but to give ſuch wholeſome 

advice as might tend their reformation ? 
And yet,” he continued, after all that 
bas paſled, you have the aſſurance to invite The eech 
me to a treaty, as if you bad a fingle ar- d, ie 
gument to urge, in atonement for the de- 


ple? You even preſent yourſelves now in 
arms; nor put onthe leaſt appearance of peti- 
tioners for favour. But let us txamine the 
foundation you have for this confident beha- 
viour. Your people are totally diſpirited; 
your temple is deſtroyed ; your city is mine 
by the law of arms, and you remain entirely 
at my diſpoſal : yet even to the preſent mo- 
ment you perſiſt to demand terms of honour. 
But wheretore ſhould 1 longer remonſtrate 
with a folly fo obſtinate ? Lay down your 
arms and ſubmit, and I will yet ſpare your 
lives. It is true, that I will cauſe exem- 
plary juſtice to be done on the principal 
offenders; but the reſt ſhall feel the belt 
effects of humanity.” 
To this addreſs the faction returned an 
anſwer, importing that they could not ſur- 
render on any promiſe or aſſurance of ſafety 
that the emperor could make, as they were The fafio 
ſolemnly ſworn not to make any ſuch ſub- reje l 
miſſion: but, if he had no objection, they. 


now deſtroyed, it was not unreaſonable 
Titus orders that the prieſts who belonged to it ſhould 
certain prieſts . i 
fo be put ts {Pare its fate: and hereupon he ordered 


death. them to be put to death. 
The leaders of the faction, finding that 
there was no poſlibility of eſcaping, pro- 


were ready to retire, with their wives and 
| children, into the deſart, and leave the 
city to the Romans. | 
Titus, enraged at the idea of priſoners 
giving law, and preſcribing terms to the 
conqueror, cauſed proclamation to be im- 


mediately 
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mediately made, intimating that, for the 
future, no Jew ſhould preſume to apply to 
him either for quarter or protection: but 
that they might now have recourſe to arms, 
if they thought proper; for that the laws 
of war ſhould hereafter determine his con- 
duct towards them. 4 
Oa this, the ſoldiers had permiſſion to 
attack the Jews with fire and ſword, and 
to apply the plunder to their own uſe: on 
the following morning, therefore, they ſet 
fire to the council- chamber, the caſtle, the 
 regiſter-office, and a place named Ophlas ; 
from whence the flames ſpread to queen 
Helen's palace in the middle of the mount, 
deſtroying a great number of dead bodies, 
which crouded the ſtreets and houſes in 
every part. | | 
On this day, the ſons and brothers of 
king Izates, with divers other perſons of 
diſtinction, united in a petition to Titus 
to ſpare their lives : to which, though high- 
ly enraged at their conduct, he conſented. 
The ſupplicants, however, were all lodged 
in priſons; and the ſons and near relations 


of Izates, ſhortly after, were ſent as hoſtages | 
to Rome. 


| 


| The ſword 
reſumed. 


| CH AF. XIV. 
The inſurgents kill upawards of eight thouſand 
perſons. 
IHE inſurgents being thus made ac- 
quainted with what they had to ex- 
pe, advanced to the royal palace, a place 
of great ſtrength, in which treaſure to an 
Poceedings immenſe amount was depoſited. From 
the ſaction. this place they routed the Romans, killing 
about eight thouſand four hundred, and 
making prize of all the treaſure, In the 
courſe of this engagement two of the Roman 
ſoldiers being made priſoners ; one of them 
of the cavalry, the otherof the infantry ; the 
latter was firſt put to death, and then dragged 
through the ſtreets of the city; as if the 
intention had been to deride the whole na- 
tion, by the inſult offered to one unhappy 
wretch. The other priſoner, pretending 


uence to diſcloſe, was immediately con- 
ducted to Simon; but, on his arrival, he 
had nothing to mention that was deemed 
of the leaſt conſequence ; wherefore Arda- 
las, one of Simon's officers, received orders 
to put him to death. Hereupon he was 
conducted from Simon's prelence, to be 
beheaded within view of the Romans ; but 
juſt as the executioner was drawing his 
| ſword, the priſoner ſlipped from him, and 
effected an eſcape. | 


bs = On the following day the Romans routed 
* the Jews from the lower town; on which 


rn. occaſion they ſet fire to all the buildings as 


far as Siloah : but they acquired no treaſure ; 
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that he had a circumſtance of ſome conſe- | 


| be commenced on the twentieth day of the 
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Joſeph, in the mean time, exerted his . 
utmoſt endeavours for the preſervation of 
the few remaining inhabitants of a ruined 
and almoſt depopulated city. He applied Joſeph again 
himſelf to their paſſions by every art. affe read 
invective, complaint, advice, and _— 
ragement : bat all that he could ſay anſwer- 
ed no purpoſe; the Jews were inured to 
blood, and accuſtomed to ſmile on deftruc= 
tion. - | 
In this unhappy ſituation of affairs they 
diſperſed themſelves throughout the city, 
ſearching all the ruins, vaults, and other 
places, for ſuch as had - deſerted. Great 
numbers of theſe being ſeized, were put to 
death; for they were fo weak; that they 
could not ſeek their fafety by flight; and Horrid trauf- 
the dead bodies were thrown to the dogs. adios. 
However, famine ſtill threatened: the moſt 
dreadful death. Many of the Jews at this 
time deſerted to the Romans, in mere deſ- 
pair, entertaining no other expectation than 
that of being immediately put to death, 
which would prevent the miſeries of ſtarv- 
ing. The inſurgents likewiſe ſhared the 
ſame fate, having been inſtigated by the 
ſame motives. At this unbappy juncture The ftreets 
there was not a ſingle ſtreet in the city but der ee 
what was loaded with dead bodies, many 8 
of which had been ſtarved. 25 
The Jews who had taken poſſeſſion of 
the ſubterraneous retreats, were the authors 
of more calamity than the Romans, in ſets 
ting fire to the place. They firſt robbed, 
and then murdered all who retired for ſafe- 
ty to theſe places. The famine now raged 
to ſuch a degree, that violent contentions 
aroſe reſpecting the coarſeſt and molt loath- 
ſome food: and I am of opinion that if 
it had continued much longer,. thoſe who 
ſurvived would have made no ſeruple of 
feeding on the dead carcaſes. 


* 


—— 


Progreſs of 
the famines 
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Titus directs new mounts. The common þea+ 
ple ſold in the market like beaſts. Titus 
grants liberty to forty thouſand deſerters. 


ITUS, thinking it would be im- 
poſſible to get poſſeſſion of the up- 
per town, without the erection of new 


mounts, ordered that theſe works ſhould 
New mounts 
ordered. 


month Loiis, notwithſtanding the ſcarcity 
of materials. The four legions threw up 
a mount on the weſt ſide of the city, op- 
poſite the royal palace; while the auxilia- 
ries and the other forces threw up another 
near the gallery and the bridge, and forti- 
fied the place known by the name of 
Simon's tower, from having been conſtructed 
by him during his war with John. 


At this period ſome of the Idumean ofh- Meaſure of 


ſome Idu- 


the inſurgents having already ſafely depo- 
ſited this in the upper town, 


| 


cers held a council, concerting how their 
whole body ſhould go over to the Romans. 
Having 


mean officers, 


— 
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Having fixed on their plan; they diſpatched | 


five deputies to Titus, to make an offer of 
their ſervices ; and by theſe they ſent a 
| petition, imploring mercy in the name of 
© © . -*their whole people. Titus, thinking that 
5 0Y on and. John would make no farther 
reſiſtance after ſo capital a deſertion, diſ- 
miſſed the deputies with an anſwer, im- 
porting that he would grant the petitioners 
their lives; for the truth was, he deemed 
the Idumeans to be the moſt formidable of 

his opponents. | 


Simon orders But Simon unluekily diſcovering this 


Focus gong plot, gave orders that the five deputies 
— = ſhould inſtantly be put to death, and that 
cath 


impriſonment ſhould be the lot of thoſe 
from whom they had teceived their direc- 
tions; of whom James, the fon of Sofas, 
was deemed to be the principal. The lead- 
ers being thus in ſubjection, no great miſ- 
chief was apprehended from the common 
ſoldiers : but every effort proved ineffectual 
to prevent their deſerting to the Romans. 
It is true, that many of them were ſlain in 
the attempt; but ſtill great numbers ef- 
fected their eſcape: all of whom were re- 
ceived by Titus, who declined to preſs 
the rigorous execution of his former 
orders. 

Indeed, the common ſoldiers, partly ſati- 
ated with the blood that had been ſpilt, and 
partly in the hope of obtaining booty, be- 
gan now to conduct themſelves with more 
lenity and moderation. 

By this time there were none remaining 
but the inferior kind of people; and theſe, 

The common together with their wives and children, 

1 were publicly ſold, like beaſts, in the mar- 
ket; and at very low prices too, the pur- 

Ehaſers being but few in number. Titus 
reflecting on this circumſtance, and on the 
proclamation which he had previouſly iſſued, 
directing that no more of the Jews ſhould, 
deſert to him ſingly, therefore deter- 
mined to revoke his former order, and to 
receive as many of them as ſhould come 
to him ſeparately; but he would not re- 
ceive any number together. He appointed 


proper perſons to enquice into their cha- 


racters, to diſcriminate between the worthy 

and the unworthy, and to treat- every man 
according to his deſerts. 

At this period there was a prieſt named 

Jeſus, the ſon of Thebuth, who com- 

: , pounded for his life with the emperor, on 

nd yy — the condition of his delivering up ſeveral 

veral orna - Of the ornaments belonging to the temple, 


m—— with ſome veſſels, and other articles that 
8 had been preſented thereto. In purſuance 


of this contract, he conveyed out of the 
temple, and handed over the wall, ſeveral 
tables, goblets, and cups, with a pair of 
candleſticks, all made of the fineſt gold. 
He likewiſe preſented the emperor with 
a conſiderable number of the veſſels uſed 


ſages. 
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in ſacrifice, with precious ſtones, veils, 
and the habits uſed by the prieſts. 

About this time, likewiſe, Phineas, the 
keeper of the ſacred treaſure, being taken f 
3 he gave up a vaſt number of the 


abits and girdles belonging to the prieſts ; ſure, taken, 


together with ſcarlet and purple ftuffs, 
which had been carefully laid by for future 
uſe. He likewiſe made a diſcovery of a 
quantity of cinnamon, cafſia, gums and 
perfumes, which were uſed for the incenſe 
daily offered; together with a number of 
ſacted ornaments, and effects which were 
the property of private perſons. Now 
though Phineas was a lawful priſoner, re- 
gularly taken in open war, yet, in conſider- 
ation of theſe diſcoveries, he was treated 
with as much lenity as if he had made 
them through the mere effect of his own 
inclination. 


CHAP) Ni. 
The Romans advance with their . for 


battery. Simon and Fobn abandon three 
forts. The ſucceſs of the Romans. 


A's E R the expiration of eighteen The mounts 


days, the erection of the mounts Was compleated, 


compleated, on the ſeventh day of the month 
Gorpizus, (that is, September) at which 
time the Romans. advanced with their en- 
gines for battery, Many of the inſurgents 


now deſpairing to hold poſſeſſion of the 
| place any longer, abandoned the walls, and 


retired to the caſtle; while others concealed 
themſelves in vaults, and ſubterranean paſ- 
Still, however, there were ſome, 
more obſtinate than the reſt, who were 
determined to oppoſe thoſe who had the 
management of the batteries. In the 


n time the enemy was greatly ſuperior to 


them in numbers and ſtrength; and the 
Romans had ftill the farther advantage, 
that their troops were in full health and 
ſpirits, and animated with the ſucceſs they 
had obtained over an enemy that, having 
been unfortunate in their undertakings, 
were almoſt abandoned to deſpair. 

As often as any of the Jews obſerved a 
flaw in the wall, or that any of the turrets 
yielded to the impreſſion made by the bat- 
tering engines, they ſought their ſafety by 
immediately flying from the place of ap- 


fore the Romans were advanced within 
ſuch a diſtance as' to be able to do them 
any perſonal injury. Though theſe men 
were ſome of the moſt abandoned of the 
human race, yet the extreme calamity they 
endũred could ſcarcely fail of exciting pity 
in the breaſts of thoſe who ſo lately knew 
them boaſting of their imagined conſe- 
quence, and triumphing in all the height of 


| preſuming arrogance. The change in their 
affairs 
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with lenity, 


prehended danger; till, at length, even Si- The eng 


mon and John were terrified, and fled be- John. 


Gimon and 
ſobn diſap- 
point ed. 


en Ar. XVI. 


affairs was indeed very 


in the higheſt degree. 

John and Simon now made an attempt 
on the wall which had been erected round 
the city by the Romans. They ſucceeded, 
in fact, ſo far in this attempt, as to make a 


breach in it; and their intention was to 


have attacked the guards, and by that means 
to have effected their eſcape. But when 
they expected to have heen properly ſupport- 
ed in this attack, they found that all their 
friends had abandoned them: wherefore 
they retreated in confuſion, as they were 
led by their fears and apprehenſions. 


In this diſtracted and wretched ſtate of 


affairs, every man told ſuch a tale as was 
inſpired by his own apprehenſions. While 
one brought intelligence that the whole of 
the wall to the weſtward was overthrown, 


others aſſerted that the Romans were at the 


foot of this wall ; and a third party declared 
that they had entered the city, and that 
ſome of them were in actual poſſeſſion of 
the towers. Their imaginations appeared 
to realize their fears : they fell proſtrate on 
the ground, lamenting their unhappy fate, 
bewailing their follies; and remained in a 
ſtate of deſperation, of which no language 
can convey an idea. e 
The goodneſs and the power of God 
were remarkable, and likewiſe equally 


conſpicuous, on this ſingular occaſion :- for 


the tyrannical leaders of the oppoſition 
were, eventually, the occaſion of their own 


deſtruction, by abandoning thoſe forts ef 


their own accord, which could never have 
been taken, unleſs the beſieged had been 
ſtarved out: and this they did after the 
Jews had in vain ſpent much time on other 
erections of inferior ſtrength. By this pro- 
vidential turn of affairs, the Romans be- 


The Romans CAME maſters of three impregnable forts, 


tet poſſoſſon which they could never have acquired in 


"threeforts. any other manner: for the three towers 1 


dimen and 


have mentioned were abſolute proof againſt 
battery of every kind. 
No ſooner had Simon and John, influen- 
ced by the impulſe of a judicial infatuation, 
abandoned the towers above-mentioned, 


than they hurried away to the vale of Si- | 


loah, where they repoſed themſelves for a 
ſhoct time, after the fatigue they had un- 
dergone. Having refreſhed themlelves, 


and recalled their ſcattered ideas, they aſ- 


faulted the new wall at the above-mentioned 
place: but their efforts were ſo feeble, that 
they were eaſily repulſed by the guards; 


for their miſery, deſpair, and fatigue, had ſo | 


reduced them, that they had no ſtrength re- 
maining, and were glad to creep away, with 


their adherents, and conceal themſelves in 


John eonteal Vaults and caverns. + 


tdemſelyes, 


The walls being now in poſſeſſion of the 


Romans, they hoiſted their colours on the 


towers, and exulted with the moſt cheerful 


great; and diſtteſling 
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— — 


the bodies of thoſe who had 


| 


acclaniations, at the happy concluſion of a 
war which promiſed ſo little in the com- 
mencement : for they were compelled to be- 
lieve that the war was at length ended, unleſs 
they had been diſpoſed to diſcredit the evi- 
dence of their own ſenſes; „ 

By this time the ſoldiers had ſpread 
themſelves into every part of the city; rang- 
ing through the ſtreets with drawn ſwords, 
and ſacrificing to their rage every one they 
ſaw, without diſtinction. They ſet fire to The cruel . 
the houſes, and burnt them, and all their JPrecaions 
contents to the ground. In many houſes ers in the 
into which they entered in ſearch of plun- ©: 
der, they found eyery perſon of the families 
dead, and the houſes in a manner filled with 
periſhed 
through hunger; wherefore, ſhocked. at 
ſuch a ſight, they frequently returned with- 
out ſeizing their intended booty, Vet, 
notwithſtanding this apparent reſpect the 
ſhewed to the deceaſed, they gave no proots 


ſof their humanity to the living; for they 


put every man to the ſword who fell in their 
way, till at length the bodies of the dead 
filled up all the alleys and narrow paſſes ; 
while their blood flowed to ſuch a degree, 
as torun down the channels of the city in 
ſtreams. Towards, night they gave over 
the practice, but renewed their depredations 
by means of fire. Ki | 
The conflagration of the city of Jeruſa- 
lem ended on the eighth day of the month 
Gorpizus. Jeruſalem was a city that muſt Graudeur of 
undoubtedly have been the envy. of the Jeruſalem. 
univerſe, if all the proſperity that attended 
it from its original foundation had borne 
any proportion to the misfortunes and ca- 


lamities which befel it in the courſe of the 


ſiege above mentioned; and what aggra- 


| vated theſe judgments was, that her own 


ſons proved her deſtruction; and that ſhe 
had nurſed a race of vipers to prey on the 
body of the parent. T7 

Titus employed himſelf in taking a ſur- 


—— 
— 


vey of the ruins of this diſtinguiſhed city: 


and particularly the fortreſſes, which the 
uſurpers, in the extravagance of their folly, 


of the towers, with the elegance of the 
ſtructures, the curioſity of the deſign and 
workmanſhip, and the maſterly execution 
of the whole, he expreſſed himſelf in the 
following manner : * If our military ope- 
rations had not been aided by the immedi- 


been impoſſible that we ſhould have ever 
poſſeſſed ourſelves of theſe fortreſſes. In a 


have effected. | 
7 X 


while admiring the works and fortifications, 


had abandoned: while he was contemplat- 
ing the ſituation, dimenſions, and elevation 


ate interpoſition of Heaven, it would have 


word, it was God who fought for, and 
aided us, againſt che Jews: for a deed has 
been accompliſhed, which the hands of 
men, or the force of engines, could never 


Titus 
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1 RO „orders, and put to death the ſick and the 
Re Roman aged, without pity or remorſe. Thoſe who 


foldiers, 


Eleven thou. : 
and priſon. ſand of the priſoners who were under the 


| liberty. all thoſe priſoners whom the op- 


wichſlanding that much appeared yet to be 


treat them according to their deſerts. 


under ſeventeen were expoled to ſale; ſome 


HISTORY 


Titus baving delivered himſelf to this ef- 
fect, and ſaid much more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, his next bulineſs was to reſtore to 


preſſors had left in the towers. This being 
done; and the razing and the demolition of 
the city compleated, theſe towers alone ex- 
cepted, he gave orders for the ſparing them, 
as a memorial of his good fortune and ſuc- 
ceſs ; for, unleſs they had been abandoned, 
this ſucceſs could never have ariſen. 

By this time the ſoldiers were perfectly 
fatigued with the work of laughter; not- 


done. However, Titus commanded his 


men to deſiſt, ſo far as to the ſparing all |] 


who ſhould not be found in arms, or offer 
to make reſiſtance: yet, notwithſtanding 
theſe directions, the ſoldiers exceeded their 


appeared to be in full health, and fit for ſer- 
vice, were impriſoned in the temple, in that 


quarter heretofore deſtined to the uſe of| 


the women. Fronto, one of the freed-men 
and friends of Titus, was deputed to en- 
quire into the caſes of the priſoners, w_ 5 

e 
abandoned, the- ſeditious, and thoſe who 
mutually charged each other with crimes, 
were put to death without mercy : but Ti- 
tus reſerved the young and healthy, parti- 
cularly thoſe of a comely appearance, to 
grace his triumph on his entrance into 
Rome. All thts who remained after this 
ſelection, and were above ſeventeen years 
of age, were ſent in chains into Egypt, to 
be employed as ſlaves ; and thoſe who were 


onlyexcepted, who were ſent into the various 
provinces of the empire, to be engaged as 
gladiators at the ſeveral theatres. 

In the interim, ao leſs than eleven thou- 


— — 


OF THE 


time when they had aſſembled, from all 
parts of the country, to celebrate the feaſt 
of the paſſover, at Jeruſalem, many of them 
were engaged in the war without havin 

any ſuch intention, The multitude which 
had got together on this occaſion was fo 
immenſe, and they were ſo crouded toge- 


ther, that the confined air occaſioned a pe- 


ſtilence; and this calamity was ſoon fol- 
lowed by a famine, Yet, if the calculatiori 
of Ceſtius may be relied on, the city was 
quite large enough to have afforded accom- 
modation to this amazing concourſe of peo- 
ple; Of this calculation it may be proper 
to take notice: OE 

The emperor Nero entertained fo great a 
degree of contempt for the Jews, that Ceſ- 
tius, with a view to convince the emperor 
that the Jewiſh nation was by no means 
ſuch an object of derifion as he thought it, 
made application to the high-prieſt, to fix 
on a method of numbering the people. 
This computation was commenced at the 
time of the celebration of the feaſt of the 
paſſover ; and the following mode was a- 
dopted. From the ninth to the eleventh 
hour of the day the people came to offer 
their ſacrifices ; when they counted no leſs 
than two hundred and fifty-five thouſand 
fix hundred oblations ; and reckoning that 


ten perſons at leaſt was to cat of each lamb, 


(though in ſome inſtances there were twen= 
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Number of 
people in 
Jeruſalem, 


ty) the number would amount to two 


millions, five hundred and fifty-fix thou- 
ſand perſons, all of them in perfect health: 
for neither perſons troubled with the ſcurvy 


or leproſy, nor men infected with a particu- 


lar diſorder, nor women in certain circum- 
ſtances, nor any who were labouring under 
malignant diſtempers, were admitted to any 
ſhare in this ſolemnity: neither were an 
ſtrangers admitted ſo to partake, unleſs they 
came to Jeruſalem on motives of devotion. 
Thus did the all-wiſe providence of God 


ers ſtarved to care of Fronto were ſtarved to death; part- || decree that theſe immenſe numbers of peo- 
death. 


| lamity, was the want of ſufficient proviſions 


ly owing to their own obſtinacy in the re- 


ple who had come to. Jeruſalem before the 


fuſal of proviſions, and partly to the ſeve-|| ſiege, ſhould be afterwards pent up within 


rity of their overſeers, 
to ſupply them in a proper manner: but 
one great cauſe which aggravated this ca- 


for ſuch an immenſe number. 


J C HAP. XVII. 
Jobn and Simon made priſoners. The re- 


ö 


ſword all they 


mainder of the city burnt, and the walls 
thrown down by the Romans. 


N the war of which we are ſpeaking, no 
leſs than ninety-ſeven thouſand perſons 


were made priſoners ; and the number of 


thoſe who loſt their lives during its progreſs 
was eleven hundred thouſand. Of theſe far 
the greater part were Jews, though not born 
in Judea: and as the event happened at a 


who neglected || the city, as in a priſon: and the number of 


{lain in the courſe of the fiege gave proof 


of a divine judgment unequalled in the an- 


nals of hiſtory. Many of them were killed 


openly in the ſtreets ; while great numbers, 


retreating to the vaults and ſepulchres, were 


purſued by the Romans, who 


put to the 
could find. 


Excluſive of 


thoſe who periſhed in conſequence of the ſe- 


verity of the famine, there were about two 
thouſand, who either died by their own 
hands, or mutually conſented to deſtroy 
each other. Not a few, likewiſe, were 
poiſoned by the putrid effluvia ariſing from 


the dead bodies: ſome bore the nauſeous 


ſmells as long as they could endure them, 
and then retired to conſuit their own ſafety; 
but others, intent on acquiring all the booty 

in 
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John an 
Simon {urs 
render 


be hereafter mentioned, 


the firſt 


founder of 
Jeruſalem, 


in their power, rifled ſome of the bodies of 


the deceaſed, while they trampled on woes! 


which were in an abſolute 
faction: 
delicacy. 
A great number of priſoners were releaſ- 


ate of putre- 
but avarice diſclainis all ideas of 


ed, who had been laid in chains by the two 


uſurpers, whoſe cruelty continued as long 
as they had the leaſt power to exert it. 
But at length the vengeance of Heaven ef- 


fectually purſued theſe monſters of iniquity :| 
John and his aſſociates, who had ſecreted 


thetnſelves in the vaults, were reduced even 
to the point of ſtarving ; ſo that, at length, 
they were compelled to implore that pro- 
tection from the Romans, which they had 
heretofore affected to deſpiſe : while Simon 
ſurrendered himſelf, after a long ſtruggle 
with the moſt pinching neceſſity; as will 
John was com- 
mitted to priſon for life, and Simon reſerved 
to grace the triumph. Soon after this the 


* 


Romans demoliſhed the walls, aud burnt 


the reſt of the city. | 
CHAP XVII. 
The utter deſtruction of Feruſalem. The 


city and temple laid level with the ground. 


TT was in the ſecond year of the reign of 
Veſpaſian, and on the eighth day of the 


month Gorpiæus, that Jeruſalem was thus 


finally taken and abſolutely deſtroyed. Be- 
fore this, however, it had been taken five 
times; viz. by the Agyptian king Azo- 


hanes; by Pompey ; and by Herod, aſ- 
ſted' by Sofius : but all theſe preſerved it 
after they had conquered it. - The fifth 


capture of which I ſpeak was that of Ne-|| 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who laid 
it waſte after it had been built one thouſand] 


three hundred and fixty years, eight months 
and fix days. 


Melchiſedes Melchiſedec, a king of Canaan, was the 


firſt founder of the city of Jerufalem. In 
the Hebrew language the name Melchiſe- 
dec ſignifies an *© Upright King; and this 
prince was ſo in a diſtinguiſhed degree. 
* He firſt dedicated this city to God ; built 
a temple therein, and officiated as a high- 
prieſt ; and changed its former name of 
Solyma to-that of Jeruſalem. 

Ia a ſeries of time, when David, the 
king of the Jews, drove out the Canaanites, 
he placed his own countrymen in Jeruſa- 
lem; and after this, the Babylonians de- 
ſtroyed the city, at the expiration ol 
four hundred and ſeventy-ſeven years and 
three months. oy | 

There elapſed eleven hundred and ſe- 
venty-nine years between the reign of Da- 


„The learned Bochart ſays, that in the following 
lines are ** almoſt as many errors as words.“ 


chaus; by the Syrian king Antiochus Epi- 
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vid in Jeruſalem, and the deſtruction of the 


city by Titus ; and this laſt event happened 


dred and feventy-ſeven years from its 
foundation. But by this great event it is 
evident that the inevitable decrees of fate 
pay no regard to antiquity, riches; fame; or 
even the dignity of religion. | 
Thus ende 

ing no living object on which to wreak 
their farther vengeance, (for if they had, 
that vengeance would have been continu- 
ed) Titus gave orders that they ſhould re- 
duce the city and temple to a level with the 
ground; and not to leave any building 
ſtanding, except the three diſtinguiſhed 
towers, ſo often mentioned, which bore the 
names of Hippocos, Phaſael, and Mariam- 
ne; and a part of the wall to the weſtward 
of the city, on which he intended to erect 


a garriſon. The towers were ordered to 


remain as an evidence to future times of 


coming poſſeſſed of them. This order was 
executed with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, and 


the reſt of the city totally demoliſhed, and 


razed even to the ground; fo that it ſcarce- 
ly appeared to have been the reſidence of 


human creatures. Thus the factious mul- 


titude, whole ſeditions had created all the 
misfortunes, were reduced: and thus like- 
wiſe was reduced the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
city on the face of the earth; N 


CHAP. XIX. 


The was being ended, Titus determines to en- 
courage and reward thoſe who had diſtin- 
guiſbed themſelves in the enterprixe. 


Reſolution was now formed by Ti- 
tus, to leave ſome ſquadrons and 
battalions of horſe and foot, together with 
the tenth legion, in garriſon at Jeruſalem; 
The duty of a careful and vigilant general 


now conſidered how he ſhould moſt effec- 


ſervices had. tended to contribute to his 
preſent glory. For this purpoſe he aſcend- 
ed a tribunal in the front of his camp, 
and on an eminence where he might be 
heard to the greateſt advantage ; and be- 


is as follows: 


at the expiration of two thouſand one hun- 


the ſkill and power of the Romans in be- 


having been fully diſcharged by Titus, he 


tually encourage and reward thoſe whoſe 


ing ſurrounded by a ſelect number of his 
principal officers ; he from thence made 4 
ſpeech to his army, the ſubſtance of which 


the important and melan- End of the 
choly ſiege ; and the Roman ſoldiers have fiege. 


66 My gallant fellow-ſoldiers! I have Speech of 


ful and reſpectful behaviour to me during 
the-courſe of the late war. Your regular 
obedience and ſtrict diſcipline have been 
commendable beyond all example. You 
have been reſolute in your behaviour on 

| every 


no language in which to expreſs the ſenſe Titus to the 


of. that gratitude 1 entertain for your faith- Rowan 
troops. 


IS TOR Y oF THB 


every occaſion, and firm in all dahgers, 

even the moſt alarming. You have ac- 
quired the higheſt degree of reputation, in 
having advanced the honour, and enlarged 
the territories, of your country. It is pro- 
per that all the world ſhould know, that 
neither the ſuperiority of numbers, the aJ- 
vantages of forts, the ſtrength of ſituation, 
the power of well-peopled cities, nor the 
deſperate Zeal, and aggravated fury of the 
moſt brutiſh adverſaries, cah ever be an 
equal match for the calm conduct and cou- 
rage of the Romans. 

« It is true, that ſome favourable and ad- 
vantageous turns of fortune have occaſion- 
ally attended the Jews ; but you have am- 

ply performed your duty in putting a happy 
end to a war of ſo long continuance, in a 
way as flattering to our wiſhes as could have 
been hoped for on its commencement. A 
circumſtance ſtill more happy than this 
ariſes, on which to congratulate you ; for 
the choice that you have made of Roman| 
emperors and generals is not only admitted, 
but univerſally approved and applauded. It 
is impoſſible that I ſhould ſufficiently ad- 
mire and eſteem you, on account of what 
you have already ſo admirably performed. 
With regard to thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their ſingular bravery, and 
by their exemplary conduct in hazardous 
adventures, by which they have done honour 
to their private characters and public pro- 
feſſion, it ſhall be my particular care to ſee 
that they do not go unrewarded. Thoſe 
who have approved themſelves emulous to 
excel their fellow-ſoldiers ſhall be certain 
of meeting with an acknowledgment ade- 
quate to their merits : for I have leſs plea- 
ſure in puniſhing the guilty, than in pro- 
moting and rewarding the meritorious.” 

As ſoon as Titus had ended this ſpeech, 
he addreſſed himſelf to the proper officers, 
demanding a liſt of the names of ſuch of the 
ſoldiers as had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
an exemplary manner in the courſe of the 
war. Theſe being ſeparately called, and 
their names announced, Titus acknowledged 
their merit, ſaying he wasasanxious for their 
welfare as for his own. Having addreſſed 
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| 8 | | Li 
of the imperial bdunties, Titus deſcended 
from his tribunal, amidſt the acclamations, 
vows, and prayers, of the whole army. 

The next proceeding - was to offer ſacti- 
fices, and return thanks for the victory. A 
number of oxen had been previouſly provid- . .. | 
ed, and brought near the altars, which wete made by de 
ſacrificed on this occaſion, and diſtributed Rom aus 
to the army; and Titus feaſted his officers, 
at his own expence, for three days. Soon 
after this the troops were diſmiſſed to their 
reſpective quarters; and the tenth legion, 
which had been brought from the Eu- 
| phrates, took poſſeſſion of the city of Jeru- 
ſalem. 

The affront which the Jews had offered 
the Romans under Ceſtius was yet freſh 
in the memory of Titus; wherefore 
he diſpatched the twelfth legion (which 
had formerely been ſtationed at Rapa- 
nza) to Militence, which is fituated near 
the Euphrates, on the borders of Cappa- 
docia and Armenia. The fifth and the fif- 
teenth legions he retained, as a guard to at- 
tend himſelf into Egypt. From Egypt he 
went a coaſting paſſage to Cæſarea: but as 
the winter was now ſet in, he did not think 
it prudent to proceed to Italy; wherefore, 
for the preſent, he depoſited his treaſure in 
Cæſarea, and ſecured his priſoners in the 
moſt effectual manner. 


SHA Xx. 


During the fiege of Feruſalem by Titus, a num- 
ber of ſea-ports are wifited by Veſpaſian. 

> Domtian's birth-day celebrated with un- 
common ſplendor and magnificence ; and 
likewiſe that of Veſpaſian. 


T the time that Titus was laying 
ſiege to Jeruſalem, Veſpaſian em- 
ployed himſelf in viſiting the ſea-ports. 
Having embarked on board a trading veſſel 
for Rhodes, he engaged a galley at that 
place, in which he failed from Ionia to 
Greece, calling at all the towns on the 
coaſt, where he was received and entertained 
in a manner conſiſtent with his rank. Hence 
he went to Corcyra, and ſo on to Japygia ; 
from whence he continued his journey by 
land. | | | 

When Titus had returned from Cæſarea 
on the ſea-coaſt to the place called Cæſarea 
Philippi, he there remained a conſiderable 
time, amuſing himſelf with a variety of public 
entertainments ; particularly combats be- 


The journey 
of Veipaliats 


Titus re- 


wards is fol them in the moſt obliging terms, he pro- 
ers. 


ceeded to give them ſubſtantial proofs of 
his friendſhip, and princely bounty. He 
placed coronets of gold on their heads; 
adorned them with chains of gold; pre- 
 Aented them with lances pointed with the 


ſame metal, and with medals of filver and 
promoted every man in proportion to his 
rank. He alſo gave them pratuities of 
minted money in gold and ſilver: out of the 
treaſure that had been taken, and likewiſe 
preſented them with robes, and other va- 
luable articles. 

Every man being thus rewarded accord- 
ing to his merit, by the proper diſtribution 


When Jeruſalem was ſo cloſely beſieged 


tween men and beaſts, likewiſe between one 
ſingle man and another; and engagements 
between different parties of men : and the 
lives of a conſiderable numher of his ſlaves 
were ſacrificed in theſe amuſements. 

About this period Simon, the ſon of Gi- 
oras, was made a priſoner, in conſequence 
of the following ſingular ' circumſtance. 


that 
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the upper town, and when the Romans had 
actually got into the city ; he was almoſt 
diſtracted to know how to diſpoſe of him- 
felt : and at length he adopted the following 
plan. Having ſent for a number of ſtone- 
- cutters, miners, ſmiths, and perſons well 
{killed in iron works; and having provided 
a great number of tools and materials pro- 

er for their purpoſe, and proviſions Pr a 
conſiderable time, they deſcended all toge- 
ther into a dark and private vault. In this 
place they worked their way as far as they 
were able; but finding the paſſage too nar- 
row to anſwer their intentions, they began 
to dig and mine, with a view to open a 
paſſage through which they might effect 
their eſcape : but though they managed 
their proviſions in the moſt frugal manner 
poſſible, they fell ſhort before they had made 
any conſiderable progreſs in their work; by 
which the whole plan failed. Reduced to 


the utmoſt neceſſity, Simon had recourſe 


to a ſingular device to terrify the Romans. 
In purſuance of his plan, he dreſſed himſelf 
in a White garment, which was buckled 
round him, over which was thrown a 
purple cloak, Thus habited, he aſcend- 
ed from the ground, under the ruins of the 
late temple, to the aſtoniſhment of the ſol- 
diers, and others who beheld the appari- 
tion. As he advanced towards them, the 
ſoldiers aſſumed ſufficient courage to de- 
mand his name and buſineſs; but Simon 
_ refuſed to anſwer their queſtions, and de- 
manded to ſpeak with the captain of the 
guard. Hereupon they immediately ſent to 
Terentius Rufus, who at that time had the 
command ; and he ſoon diſcovering who 
Simon was, ordered him to be immediately 
put in chains, and then related all the par- 


ticulars of the affair to Titus. | 


Thus did divine juſtice purſue and puniſh 
an execrable tyrant, who had, by the means of 
ſuborning falſe evidence, cauſed the deſtruc- | 


tion of ſo many of his own countrymen, on 
the pretence that they were about to deſert 
to the Romans: thus was he, by an act of 
his own, delivered into the hands of his 
enemies, without any contrivance on their 
part to take him priſoner.” But the ven- 
geance of Heaven will always purſue the 


guilty ; juſtice and innocence will finally g 


prevail : the puniſhment which is deferred 
is frequently felt the more ſeverely from 
that circumſtance ; fince the danger is then 
thought to be at an end, and the guilty 
deem themſelves ſecure. This was the fitua- 
tion of Simon, with reſpe& to the Romans; 
and his aſcent from the vault, in the ſtrange 
manner above-mentioned proved the means 
of diſcovering the place where his compa- 
nions were concealed, 

When Titus had returned from Cæſarea, 
on the ſea-coaſt, Simon was preſented to 
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that Simon was compelled to take refuge in 


him bound ih chairs: whereupon he gave 
orders that he ſhould be detained a priſoner, 
to grace his triumphal entry into Rome. 
Some ſhort time after his arrival, he ap- 
pointed a day for the celebration of the na- 
tivity of his brother Domitian, with the ut- 
molt grandeur and magnificence. On this 
occaſion a grea* number of condemned pri- 
ſoners were ſacrificed to the ſplendor of the 
ceremony : for of thoſe who were deſtroyed 
by beaſts, by fire, or in combats with each 
other, it was calculated that no leſs than 


— 


ſuch was the inveteracy of the Romans 
againſt the Jews, that they thought even 
this number too ſmall. 

Some time after this Titus went to Bery- Ts 


— 
— 


tus, a city of Pheœnicia, and one of the 
Roman colonies. In this place he conti- 
nued ſome time, and there celebrated the 
anniverſary of the birth of his father Veſ- 
paſian, even with a greater degree of pomp 
and ſplendor than he had done that of his 
brother, both with reſpect to the article of 
expence, and the public ſhews exhibited. 


C:H-A'P.. XXI. 


Account of the Jews being diſperſed over the 
Jace of the earth. The city of Antioch 
ruined by Antiochus, the ſon of a Jew; 


HE ſituation of the Jews in Antioch 
was at this time very uncomfortable; 
for the citizens were their determined ene- 
mies, on account. of their former miſbeha- 
viour, aggravated by ſome improper con- 
duct of which they had been lately guilty. 
In this place it may not be improper to 
make mention of ſome particular circum- 
ſtances, by which the meaning of what is 
to follow will be the more readily compre- 
hended. | 
There is ſcarcely a part of the habitable 
globe in which ſome of the Jewiſh people 
are not diſperſed; but they particularly 
abound in Syria, which borders on their 
own country ; and there are immenſe num- 
bers of them in Antioch : a circumſtance 
which ariſes not only from the. city being 
very large and populous, but from the par- 
ticular privileges with which they have been 
ratified in this place, from the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, (as he was called) 
who totally reduced the city of Jeruſalem, 
and plundered the temple. All the brazen 
veſſels which had been taken from the Jews 
at Jeruſalem were reſtored to them by the 
immediate ſucceflors of Antiochus, for the 
purpoſe of their being applied to the ſervice 
of their temple at Antioch. Theſe ſucceſ- 
ſors likewiſe allowed the Jews to enjoy the 
ſame freedom of the city that the Greeks 
did; and the kings who followed thoſe 


[| above-mentioned behaved with a ſimilar 


7 + & degree 


two thouſand five hundred periſhed ; yet Upwards of 
two thouſand 
Jews facriced 
on Domi- 
tian's birth 


* 
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degree of lenity and indulgence ; ſo that the to the city; wherefore, taking it for granted 
Jewiſh temple became rich and flouriſhing, || that all was true that their imaginations 

and the numbers of their people continually || ſuggeſted; they made ſo ſudden and violent 
encreaſed. Several of the Pagans, likewiſe, an attack on the accuſed parties, that it was 
became proſelytes to their religion, and in- with no ſmall degree of difficulty that Col- 
corporated with the body of the people. lega, vice-governor to Ceſennius Petus, kept 
When the war was now compleatly end- the people in tolerable ſubjection till the par- 
ed, and Veſpaſian had gone by ſea into Syria, || ticulars of the affair could be tranſmitted to 
the Jews rendered themſelves extremely || the emperor. At this time Ceſennius had 
odious ; of which the following circum- received his commiſſion as governor, but 
ſtance will ſerve as an inſtance. During a|| was not arrived to take on him the command, 
public aſſembly in the theatre, Antiochus || Collega having examined into the affair in 
came in, and, before all the company, charg- the moſt careful and cautious manner, the 
ed his own father, and ſeveral other foreign || innocence of all the perſons who had been 
Jews, whoſe names he mentioned, with a||accuſed by Antiochus was made indiſputably 
deſign of ſetting fire to the city during the evident; and it appeared that the city had 
night. This aſſertion occaſioned a violent deen ſet on fire by a few abandoned miſere- _ 
inſurrection; and, during the diſturbance, the ants, and men of deſperate fortunes; who of dhe fre 
people procured fire, and burnt the ſuppoſed thought the deſtruction of their creditors 
conſpirators in the midſt of the theatre. || would be the moſt effectual way of ſcreening 
The mob were now diſpoſed to have burnt || themſelves from the payment of their debts. 
every man who was but ſuſpected, in order|| Notwithſtanding the falſeneſs of the accuſa- 
to ſave their country from an apprehended tion, the Jews were under great uncatineſs 
ruin. Antiochus did every thing in his of mind for fear of the conſequences, 
power to aggravate the preſent malicious Res 
diſpoſition ; and as 6 1 the a wi CHAP XXI. 
hich he entertained for the Pagan worſhip, ; 5 
2 his abhorcence of that of = Jews, . The h app meſs of Titus on Fecaving an dt count 
ſacrificed after the Pagan manner himſelf, of bis father's ſaſe arrival in Italy. 

' and likewiſe iſſued orders that others ſhould-| 

do the ſame, or ſuffer death if they refuled. 


In conſequence of this peremptory order, ly arrived in Italy, and how magnificently 
the people of Antioch in general complied, he had been entertained in the ſeveral cities 
the Jews only excepted, great numbers of of that country, through which he paſſed: 
whom were put to death for refuſing their but what afforded him more ſatisfaction 
obedience to the mandate. than any other circumſtance, was the ſincere 
By this Antiochus had a command be. affection and ſplendid dignity with which 
ſtowed on him by the governor, which en-||he was received at Rome ; which prevented 
abled him till farther to gratify his rage the ſon from having any farther anxiety on 
againſt the Jews ; wherefore he began by account of his father. In every place the 
infringing on the ſacredneſs of the ſabbath, ple treated even the name of Veſpaſian 
compelling the people to labour on that day with the utmoſt diſtinction; ſupplying the 
as they did on others; and he inſiſted on this Want of his preſence by their perfect re- 
point with ſuch rigid ſeverity, that the ob- ſpect. | 5 
ſervation of this ſacted day was at length The roads were crouded with the wives 
totally ſuppreſſed in Antioch; while other and children of the inhabitants, who flocked 
places were in danger of following the fatal to ſee him. In fact, every one burſt into 
example. C lraptures of admiration at the elegance of 
It was not long before another misfortune || his perſon, and the mudeſty of his behaviour; 
ſucceeded this perſecution of the Jews at||and they called him by all the endearing 
Antioch ; the particulars of which are as names of Benefactor, Deliverer, Protector; 
A fire breaks follow. A fire happened to break out in extolling him as the only prince in the uni- 
out in the the ſquare market, which burnt ſeveral||verſe who was worthy of. an imperial 
market place. magnificent buildings, and public offices crown. SHER 
for the regiſtering of records ; and the flames On this occaſion the whole city was de- 
raged fo furiouſly, that the total deſtruction ||corated with garlands ; and the ſtreets were 
of the whole city was greatly . endangered. ||crouded to ſuch a degree, that it was with 
Antiochus accuſed the Jews with being the the utmoſt difficulty the proceſſion could 
authors of this conflagration ; and the inha- ||paſs to the palace. Velpatian now offered 
bitants of Antioch, already greatly prepoſ- || up ſacrifices of thankſgivings to his houſhold 
ſeſſed againſt thoſe people, were very fond gods, in grateful acknowledgment of his 
of giving credit to the charge; in fact, ſo||{afe return; and, in the mean time, the 
ſtrong-were their prejudices againſt the Jews, || people in general indulged themſelves in 
that they were ready to ſwear that they ſaw || fealting, treating their families and neigh- 
thoſe people in the very act of ſetting fire | bours, offering up their vows for a long and 


proſperous 


— 


| T this time Titus received the agrees 
able news that his father was happi- 


CHAP» XXIV.) 


proſperotis reign to Veſpaſian, and wiſhing 
that he might be ſucceeded in the imperial 
dignity by his ſon; and that there might | 
never be wanting one of his illuſtrious family | 
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ſelves over the Danube, with an immenſe 
[number of men, broke into the country of 
Myſia, where they ſurprized ſeveral of the 
Roman garriſons, and put all the troops they 
found in them to the ſword. They flew 
Fontieus Agrippa, a perſon of the rank of : 
lieutenant-general, and of conſular dignity, he Seythi- | 
at the head of his troops : and BY b 


ravaged incurſion into 
the whole country, burning, waſting, and Myſiz. 


to ſway the ſceptre. Thus auſpicious was 
the entrance of Veſpaſian into 5 and 
every kind of ſucceſs and happineſs ſueceed- 
ed this event. : 


A revolt happens among the Germans. Pe- 
tihius Cerealis puts a ſtop to the ſedition, 
and Domittan totally ſuppreſſes it. An in- 
cumſion of the Scythians. 


I the time that Titus was laying fiege 
to Jeruſalem, and not long before 
Veſpaſian came to Alexandria, a very con- 
fiderable revolt happened among the Ger- 
mans, in which they were in a great degree 
incited and animated by their neighbours 
the Gauls, who wiſhed to free themſelves 
from the Roman yoke. 
ing naturally of a vehement diſpoſition, bold, 
raſh, and inconſiderate, were forward enough 
to engage in an enterprize of this kind ; in- 
ſtigated, beſides, by an inveterate hatred 
which they entertained for the Romans. _ 
At this time two perſons, named Caſſius 
and Civilis, who had great influence among 


the Germans, took advantage of the di- 


ſtracted ſtate of affairs to promote the ſedi- 
tion: though, in fact, it was but 86 N 
on a plan which thay had concerted 
before. | 

The particulars of this tumult are as fol- 
low: Veſpaſion had ſent letters to Petilius 
Cerealis, heretofore governor of Germany, 
by which he advanced him to the dignity of 
conſul, and directed that be ſhould imme- 
diately march into Italy, to execute the 
duties of his new office. But as Cerealis 
was on his journey, he received authentic 
information of the inſurrection above-men- 
tioned ; on which he immediately marched 
againſt the rebels, who were united in a 
body; and, attacking them with great vi- 
gour, they were totally routed: great num- 
bers being ſlain in the action, the reſt were 
at once reduced. 5 

When news of this inſurrection arrived 
at Rome, Domitian, the ſon of Veſpaſian, 
a young prince of the greateſt hopes and ex- 
pectations, put himſelf at the head of an 
army, and advanced againſt the main body 
of the rebels; who no ſooner heard of the 
circumſtance, than they were ſo terrified as 
to ſurrender without bloodſhed. 

When the affairs of Gaul were adjuſted, 


and there was no farther danger of another | 


rebellion, Domitian loſt no time in returning 
to Rome; where he was received with the 
loudeſt acclamations. 

Shortly aſter this, the Scythians, or Sar- 
matians, havipg privately tranſported them- 


The Germans be- 


r 


ong 


| deſtroying, wherever they penetrated. Veſ- 
paſian, on being informed of theſe depre- 
dations, immediately ſent away Rubrius 
Gallus to chaſtiſe the offenders: a commiſ- 
ſion which this officer executed ſo effectually, 
| that he deſtroyed great numbers of them, 
and the reſt eſcaped with difficulty to their 
own habitations. So that this war was ſoon 
at an end: and the commanding officer gave 
ſuch orders for ſecuring the paſſes, as to pre- 
vent a repetition of ſimilar attempts, 
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Proceedings of Titus in his march to Egypt. 
Veſpaſian dedicates a temple to peace. 


ITUS having remained a little while 

5 at Berytus, on his return from that 

place, he exhibited the moſt magnificent 

ſpectacles as he paſſed through Syria. In 

this journey he took with him the priſoners 

that he had made, to add to the aden er 
of his triumph. 


In the courſe of his journey this prince 


took particular notice of a certain river, 


phane, in the kingdom of Agrippa, 
guiſhed by ſome very r 4 proper- 
ties. During the flowing of the river the 
ſtream is full, and the current ſets ſtrong: 
but the ſprings failing on a ſudden, it leaves 
the channel dry, even to the middle, for the 
ſpace of ſix days; and it fills again on the 
ſeventh, and flows as uſual, purſuing its 
former courſe, as if no interruption had 
happened. From theſe circumſtances it has 
obtained the name of the Sabbatical River, 
from the feſtival celebrated by the Jews on 
the ſeventh day. Fs 

Intelligence of Titus being on his jour- 
ney having reached the city of Antioch, the 
people were ſo overjoyed, that immenſe 
numbers of both ſexes, and all ages, went 
out to meet him. Many went to the diſtance - 
of thirty furlongs, being impatient to con- 
ratulate him. When he came near them 
they withdrew on each fide, to make a paſ- 
ſage for him, and thus conducted him into 
the city, with every poſſible mark of joy 
and reſpect; but, amidit their ſhouts and 
acclamations, they ſolicited him in the moſt 
earneſt and importunate manner, to baniſh. 
all Jews from the city. Titus heard all they 
had to ſay with ſuch apparent indifference, 
that it was impoſſible to diſcover his ſenti⸗ 
ments on the ſubject; a circumſtance that 
gave 


| ſituated betwixt the cities of Arce and Ra- Properties of 


diſtin. * remarkable 
river, 
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gave the Jews great anxiety, as they were 


extremely apprehenſive for the event. Titus 


temained but a very ſhort time at Antioch, 
from whence he proceeded to Teugma, 
which lies towards the Euphrates. 

lace he was waited on by ambaſſadors from 
Vologeſus, king of the Parthians, who ſent 
him a crown of gold, with his congratula- 
tions on his late victory, Titus received the 
preſent, entertained the ambaſſadors, and 
then returned to Antioch. 


At this |] 


| be jointly celebrated. 


| him : a circumſtance highly grateful to the 


ſpectators, who now beheld the father and 
his two ſons meeting together in circum- 
ſtances of the moſt flattering nature. 

In a ſhort time after this the ſenate paſſed 
a decree for two ſeparate triumphs ; the one 
in honour of the father, the other in that of 
the ſon ; but, notwithſtanding this deter- 
mination, Veſpaſian and Titus reſolved that 
the ſolemnity to their mutual honour ſhould 
When the day was 


[Book Vt 


Immediately after his arrival, the ſenate 

and magiſtrates of the city gave him an ear- 

; nieſt invitation to honour the theatre with his 
Titws viſits preſence. With this he very readily com- 


fixed on which it was to take place, ſo Accounts 


great was the multitude aſſembled together, in um 


that there was ſcarcely room enough left for of Veſpain 


the emperor and his ſon. ; and Titus. 
the theatre at P | S lon to paſs Before 


Antioch, 


Titus will not 


deprive the 
Jews of their 
privileges, 


He embarks 
for Italy. 


plied, and there found a very great number 
of the citizens waiting in expectation of 
his arrival, Scarcely had he taken his 

lace, when they began to re-urge him ear- 
neſtly on the ſubject of the expulſion of the 
Jews ; to which, with equal prudence and 


generoſity, he replied, © Their own country 
is laid waſte, and they cannot find admiſſion || 


into any other.“ The citizens then imme- 
diately ſolicited another favour; which was, 
that he would order the pillars of braſs, on 
which were engraven the inſcription reciting 
the privileges of the Jews, to be either taken 
away, or the inſcriptions erazed ; but Titus 


to the former ; and departed towards Egypt, 
leaving the Jews of Antioch in poſſeſſion of 
their privileges. Ro 

While he was proceeding on his journey 


he reflected ſeriouſly on the deplorable ſitua- 


tion of Jeruſalem, and all the adjacent coun- 
try; and could not help drawing a compari- 
ſon between its preſent and former condition. 
It was heretofore one of the moſt glorious 
cities in the univerſe, and now a heap of 
ruins: it was in former times a paradiſe, 
and now a deſart. 

Jeruſalem had been poſſeſſed of riches to 


an immenſe amount; and amazing treaſures | 
of gold, filver, and other valuable effects, 
were buried in its ruins; great part of which 


had been ſecreted by the proprietors, to ſe- 
cure them from the Romans, who, not- 
withſtanding, diſcovered ſome; and the 
prifoners others. | 

In the intecim, Titus arrived at Alexan- 
dria, at which place he took ſhipping for 
Italy; but previous to his embarkation he 
diſparched the fifth legion to Myſia, and the 
tenth to Hungary. Simon and John, who 
had been the principal inſurgents, with 


about ſeven hundred other priſoners, diſtin- || 


guiſhed by the comelineſs of their appear- 
ance, were ordered into Italy, that they 
might dignify the triumph of Titus, on his 
entry into Rome. 

Titus had a favourable voyage; and was 
received with great honour and reſpe& by 
the people; excluſive of which, Veſpaſian 
went out in perſon to meet and congratulate 


paid no more regard to the latter requeſt than 


break of day the ſoldiers marched to the pa- 
lace gates near the temple of Iſis, in regular 


order, preceded by their officers, to wait the 
arrival of the princes, who had lodged the 


preceding night in the temple above- men- 
tioned. Soon after the dawn of the morn- 

ing, Veſpaſian and Titus came forward, be- 
ing cloathed in purple robes, according to 


the cuſtom of their country, and having on 


their heads crowns of laurel. They pro- 
ceeded to the Octavian walks; at which 
place the ſenate, nobility, and knights of 
Rome, waited their arrival. Before the 
portal there was erected a tribunal, on which 


they aſcended, and repoſed themſelves on 
feats of ivory placed there on the occaſion; 


and being thus ſituated, orations were made 
in their praiſe, while the ſurrounding mul- 
titudes teſtified their joy by loud acclama- 
tions. The princes at this time wore no 
arms; and while the orators were rapidly 
declaiming in their praiſe, Veſpaſian made 


a fignal for filence, which being ſtrictly 


obeyed, he ſtood up; and, having thrown 
his robe over a part of his head, he offered 
up certain prayers, agreeable to the cuftom 
on ſuch occaſions; and in this Titus follow- 


velty of its ornaments, be conſidered. 


ed his example. This being done, Veſpa- 
ſian addrefled the company in a conciſe 
ſpeech, and then diſmiſſed the military to 
regale themfelves at his expence. In the 
next place, Veſpafian and Titus proceeded to 
the triumphal gate, which received its name 
on account of the grand preceſſion paſſing 
that way, Here they took ſome refreſn- 
ment; and being then arrayed in their tri- 
umphal habiliments, they offered up ſacri— 
fices at the gate; and then proceeded, in 
great pomp and ſolemnity, through the 
midſt of the crowd, that all the people might 
be gratified by a ſight of their perſons. 
It is impoſſible for language to convey 
any adequate idea of the ſplendor and mag- 
nificence of this public exhibition; whether 
the expence and contrivance of it, or the nw 
n 
this occaſion all the moſt valuable curiofi- 
ties Which the Roman nation had been col- 
lecting through a long ſucceſſion of ages, 


were combined to furniſh the ſpectacle of = 
| ay. 
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day. So great 4 number of very curious 


performances, in „filver, and ivory, 
equally valuable for their coſt and their ad- 
mirable contexture, were now exhibited to 
the public view, that they ſeemed rather a 
confuſion than a regular diſplay of riches. 
There likewiſe appeared an amazing va- 
riety of purple garments, and Babylonian 
embroideries; together! with jewels and 
other ſtones of great value, which were 
diſpoſed into the forms of crowns, and 
other devices. Images of the gods of the 
Romans were carried in proceſſion, which 
were extraordinary for their ſize and con- 


ſtructure; and beſides theſe there were re- 


ſemblances of various ſorts of living creatures, 


which were drefled after their characters. 


People dreſſed in cloth of gold and pur- 
ple, carried theſe pageants through the 
ſtreets; and thoſe who were immediately 
appointed to attend the pompous train were 


habited in garments of a ſingularly ſplen- 


me priſoners did appearance. Even the very priſoners 


deſſed de- 
cently to 
grace the 
train, 


that made a 
with unuſual decency, to hide the miſery 
of their condition, and conceal, as much as 
poſſible, the marks of ſlavery that appeared 
in their countenances : but in all the pro- 
ceſſion nothing was ſo extraordinary as the 
carrying of the machines, many of which 
were three or four ſtories in height, fo 
that it is aſtoniſhing how the bearers could 
ſupport them. The expence of theſe was 
proportioned to the contrivance; for the 
furniture and hangings were embroidered 
with gold, ivory, and other things of great 
value. 

In the proceſſion were likewiſe the moſt 
lively and pictureſque repreſentations of 
war, and all its attendant circumſtances. 
In one place was to be ſeen the appearance 


of a fruitful country totally laid waſte: in 


walls levelled with the 


another the deſtruction of armies; ſome 
being killed, ſome flying, and others taken 
riſoners. There were reſemblances of 
ground, forts de- 
ſtroyed, fortified cities entered through 


breaches, towns taken by ſurprize, and 


ſtreets ſtreaming with blood, while the 


vanquiſhed were imploring mercy. Houles 


The ſpoils 

taken from 

the Jews ex- 
ited, 


appeared to be falling on the heads of their 
owners; while temples were apparently in 
flames, and rivers found their courſe through 
the conflagrations, inſtead of - refreſhing the 
fields and meadows with their ſtreams. 

On each of the pageants was a repre- 
ſentation of the manner in which ſome 
town or city was taken, with a figure of 
the governor of the place. To theſe ſuc- 
ceeded a view of the ſhipping; and then 
were exhibited the ſpoils that were taken 
in various places; of which the moſt con- 
ſiderable were the golden table, and the 
golden candleſtick, which were found in 
the temple at Jeruſalem. The firſt of theſe 


part of the train were dreſſed || 


THE jEWS. 
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never applied to the uſe for which it had 
been defigned. This catidleſtick conſiſted 
of a large foot, from which there aſcended 
a ſort of pillar; and from that pillar, as 
from the body of a tree, there roſe ſeven 
branches, the top of each branch reſem- 
bling a lamp; and the number was ſeven in 
reference to the eſteem in which the ſeventh 
day is held by the Jews: The next, and 
indeed the laſt trophy exhibited of the con- 
queſt which the Romans had made, was 
the code of Jewiſh laws; which was fol- 
lowed by figures of ivory and gold, in- 


Jupiter Ca 
cloſed. 


rings rendered it neceſſary that they ſhould 
a 
of the death of the general who had com- 
manded the army of the enemy. This fell 
to the lot of Simon Gioras, (who had been 
led in triumph through the ſtreets) round 
whoſe neck a rope being fixed, he was 
drawn through the market-place, thoſe who 


| 


the caſe of notorious offenders. 

When he was dead, the very air was 
almoſt rent with the ſhouts of the multi- 
tude. The people then offered up vows 


being diſcharged, Veſpaſian and his ſons 
returned to the palace, where they gave a 
moſt magnificent entertainment. Indeed, 
|the whole city exhibited one general ſcene 
of joy and feſtivity: and public thanks 
were every Where offered for the final vice 
| tory which had now been obtained. 

perfectly ſecured, Veſpaſian cauſed a tem- 
ple to be erected, and dedicated to peace. 
This edifice: was remarkable for its rich- 
neſs · and elegance, and ſtill more ſo for the 
ſhort ſpace of time in which it was con- 
ſtructed. It was adorned with a great 
abundance of curious pieces of painting 


— 
— — 


at an immenſe expence; and it was, on the 
whole, ſo magnificent and elegant a build- 
ing, that perſons came from all parts of 
the world to view it. The golden table 
and the candleſtick, as articles of ineſtima- 
ble value, Veſpaſian cauſed to be placed in 
this temple. The code of Jewiſh laws, 
and the purple veſtments of the ſanCtuary, 
were depoſited in the royal palace. 
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of the 


Tf 


weighed ſeveral talents; and the latter was 


Deſcription 


candleſtick. 


tended as emblematical repreſentations of 
victory; and the proceſſion was cloſed by 
| Veſpaſian, Titus, and Domitian, all mount- 
ed on fine horſes elgantly capariſoned, and 
appearing with a dignity becoming their 
high rank: and in this ſplendid manner 
they proceeded together to the temple of Cloſe of the | 
pitolinus, when the proceſſion Proceſion. 


They remained at the temple a ſhort 
time, in conformity to an ancient cuſtom, 


y in that place till they received advice 


Miſerable end 
of Simon. 


drew him putting him to death, agreeable 
to the laws and uſages of the Romans, in 


and ſacrifices; and this ſolemn buſineſs 


As ſoon as the peace of the empire was 


and ſculpture, which had been collected . 


Iden 


H I 8. T O R * 
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The ſituation of Macheras, which is befieged 
by Baſſus. A diviſion between the native 
Jeu and ſtrangers. 


ESPASIAN having appointed Lu- 

cillius Baſſus lieutenant-general of 

Judea, he ſucceeded Cerealis Petilianus in 
the command of the army, and ſoon ren- 
dered himſelf maſter of the caſtle of Hero- 
dion by treaty. This being done, he col- 
lected his troops, which were ſtationed in 
different parts of the country; propoſing, 
by the aſſiſtance of the tenth legion, to re- 


Baſſus pro quce Macheras, as a work of indiſpenſible 


poles to re- 


duce Mache- neceſſity ; ſince that place was fo remark- 
TASs 


ably ſtrong, that it was a kind of incite- 
ment to acts of rebellion ; and its ſituation 


was ſuch as to inſpire thoſe in poſſeſſion of 


it with freſh courage ; though, on the other 
hand, it was caiculated to repreſs the ardour 
of an aſſailant. | 


Macheras is ſituated on a mountain of 


immenſe height; and is of fo ſtrong a na- 
ture that it is rendered almoſt impregnable. 


It is likewiſe in a manner inacceſſible; for 


nature has ſurrounded it with vallies that 


are almoſt impaſſable, and which cannot be 


filled up. Thele vallies are of ſuch a depth 
as not to be ſurveyed from the mountain 
without horror. The mountain ſtretches 
ſixty furlongs to the weſt, and approaches 


almoſt cloſe to the lake Aſphaltitis ; and the 
caſtle commands a very extenſive view of 


_ the diſtrict on that fide. To the north and 
| ſouth the vallies are very extenſive, and ap- 


pear to be equally well calculated for the! 
defence of the place. On the eaſt the depth 


of the valley is not leſs than an hundred 
cubits; and oppoſite Macheras is a moun- 
tain to which this valley extends. This 
place was originally fortified by Alexander, 
king of the Jews, who built a caſtle on it; 
but this caſtle was afterwards deſtroyed by 
SGabinius, when he made war on Ariſtobu- 


lus: but Herod the great, thinking this| 


mountain well worthy his attention, par- 
ticularly in caſe of any diſpute with the 
Arabians, who were remarkably well ſitua- 
ted to annoy him, cauſed a ſtrong wall, 
fortified with turrets, to be built round it, 
and erected a handſome city, in which he 
placed a colony of inhabitants; and from 
the city he made a paſſage up to the caſtle. 
Round it at the top he built another wall ; 
at the angles of which were turrets ſixt 
cubits in height; and in the midſt of the 


encloſure he cauſed a large and elegant pa- 


lace to be erected, which was ſupplied with 


water from a variety of ciſterns ; ſo that 


the ſituation and conveniences of this place 
ſeemed to have riſen from a happy con- 
junction of nature and art, each contribut- 


ing ina liberal manner to its improvement. | 


y || being ſweet, bitter, hot, &c. and there are 
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Herod likewiſe depoſited in the caſtle an 
immenſe; ſtore of military arms, engines, 
arrows, &c. and ſtocked it with a great 
quantity and variety of proviſions; ſo that 

there could be little danger of the garriſon 
being reduced either by force or famine. 

In this palace was a very extraordinary 
plant, which bore the name of Rue; the 
growth of which was ſo aſtoniſhing, that 
it equalled the height and breadth of a 
large fig- tree. It is ſaid that this plant had 
remained there ever ſince the time of He- 
rod; but the Jews, when they took the 
place, tore it up by the roots. 

On the north fide of Macheras is a 
valley called Baaras, where a plant is pro- 
duced, which is likewiſe named Baaras. It he plant 
is of a flame-colour ; and, on the approach named Bun 
of evening, it reflects a light ſimilar to the 
beams of the ſun. It is difficult to draw 
the root from the ground; and the plant 
tecedes on any offer to touch it. The me- 
thod of fixing it is ſaid to be by ſprinkling it 
with female urine; but the touching of the 
plant will be fatal, unleſs the perſon holds 
a part of the root in his hand. But the 
following is ſaid to be a method of drawing 
it with ſafety. The ground muſt be du 
round the root till it is laid almoſt bare, 
and then a dog muſt be tied to it; which 
being done, the maſter of the dog goes 
away; and being followed by the animal, 
the root is drawn out of the ground; but 
the poor dog dies on the ſpot, as if he fa- 
crificed his own life to the preſervation of 
his maſter'ss The root being freed from 
the ground, the plant may be touched with- 
zut the ſmalleſt danger. It is related, how- 
ever, that this plant has a property more 
than equivalent to all its noxious qualities. 
It will not be diſputed, that to be poſſeſſed 
with evil ſpirits is one of the greateſt cala- 
mities to which human nature is ſubject. 
Theſe demons, or devils, are only the 
ſouls of men, who, during their mortal 
exiſtence, had abandoned themſelves to ini- 
quity : having gained poſſeſſion of living 
bodies, they would inevitably deftroy them, 
if their operations were not to be counter- 
ated by preventive remedies. Now the 
Baaras poſſeſſes ſo ſovereign a virtue, that, 
upon only touching the patient with it, his 
affliction ceaſes. FLA, 

In this valley there is an uncommon va- 
riety of ſprings and fountains, each differ- 
ing from the other in quality and flavour, 


— 


Deſcription 0 
the Rue Plant, 


— 


likewiſe a number of cold ſprings in the 
loweſt parts of the valley. But nothing of 
all this is ſo extraordinary as a cave of ſmall 
depth, over which is a ſtone of a hard, 
rocky nature; and out of which appear 
two fountains in the ſhape of breaſts, from 
one of which hot waters flow, and cold 
from the other. Theſe waters, when in- 
termixed 


CH 
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termixed, form a very pleaſant bath; and ral were for the misfortunes of Eleazar, 4 
is a ſpecific in the cure of nervous and ma- thought ſtruck him that, if he could but 
ny other diſorders. Mines of ſulphur and increaſe the ardour of their paſſions, the 
allum alſo abound in this place. | | might be induced to purchaſe the life of this 
When Baſſus had taken a careful ſurvey || captive by a ſurrender of the caſtle : for 

l deter- of Macheras, he came to a determina- which purpoſe a croſs was erected, on which 

ines to be- tion to beſiege the place; and for this pur- {| it ſeemed to appear that Eleazar was to be 

bre Mache- poſe he intended to have filled up the valley || immediately crucified. 

2 to the eaſtward of the town, and to maxe Eleazar being of a diſtinguiſhed family, 
his approach from that quarter. His firſt and having many friends and relations in 
proceeding was to throw up a mount, op- the caſtle, their intereſt was exerted in his 
polite to the caſtle, with all poſſible expe-|j favour ; ſo that, in the end, the beſieged,' 
dition, as the readieſt way to enſure his|| compaſſionating his caſe in a high degree, 

| ſucceſs. The native Jews of the city divided || diſpatched deputies to the Romans, who 
themſelves from the ſtrangers, whom they || were commiſlioned to offer the ſurrender of 
_ diſmiſſed as perſons unworthy notice, by || the caſtle, on condition that Eleazar's life 
ſending them into the lower town, to ſuſtain || and liberty ſhould be granted him, and that 
the firſt ſhock ; taking poſſeſſion themſelves || the garriſon ſhould be permitted to diſpoſe 
of the caſtle, which from its ſtrength they || of themſelves as they thought proper. 1 
thought would be moſt defenſible; and a Baſſus readily conſented to theſe terms * — 
palace from which, in caſe of neceſſity, it but the people in the lower town, enraged 
is probable that they might make the beſt to think that they had not been previouſly 
terms with the Romans. In the mean time || conſulted, determined to ſecure themſelves 
they exerted their utmoſt induſtry to repel || by privately retreating in the night. Thoſe 
the attacks of the beſiegers. There was not who were in the caſtle gave notice of this 
a day paſſed in which they did not fally || to Baſſus, as ſoon as the gates were opened; 
forth in a determined manner; when vio- | partly leſt themſelves ſhould. be ſuſpected to 
lent ſkirmiſhes enſuing, both parties loſt || have been concerned in the plot, and partly 
conſiderable numbers of men; but without || through envy. Hereupon Baſſus attacked 
gaining any decided advantage. A moſt || them: but the moſt gallant of thoſe who 
fingular accident, however, reduced the || firſt got out made their eſcape ; while the 
Jews to the neceſſity of ſurrendering. reſt, in number no leſs than one thouſand 
In Macheras there was a young man, || ſeven hundred, were ſlain, and their wives 
named Eleazar, of a ſpirit remarkably bold, and children made ſlaves. Baſſus, notwith- 
daring, and enterpriſing: he exerted him- Pub vg: gave Eleazar his liberty, and diſ- 
ſelf, in a very extraordinary manner, both miſſed the garriſon, agreeable to his con- 
by advice and example, to check the pro- tract. 
greſs of the Romans. This Eleazar fre- CHAP. xxvl. 
quently ſallied forth in a moſt courageous 5 
manner, and was al ways the firſt man to Baſſus lays three thouſand Fews in the foreſt 
begin an encounter, and the laſt to retreat, of Fardes, 


when retreat became abſolutely neceſſary. ASSUS, having received information 
No it happened, after the concluſion that great numbers of the Jews who 
of a ſkirmiſh, one day, when both parties || had effected their eſcape during the ſieges of 
were retired, that Eleazar, determined to Jeruſalem and Macheras, had aſſembled to- 
evince his utter contempt of danger, and gether in the foreſt of Jardes, marched with 
to prove that he was incapable of fearing his army immediately to that place ; and 
any man, ſtopped without the gate of the iſſued orders that his cavalry. ſhould in- 
city, and entered into an idle converſation | ſtantly ſurround the whole wood ; which 
with ſome of the Jews that were on the|| were ſo punctually obeyed, that not a ſin- 
walls; ſeeming to pay no kind of regard gle Jew could make his eſcape. At the 


— 


to any thing that might paſs around him. || ſame time the infantry were employed to 

But being within view of the Romans 1n || cut down the trees and buſhes under which 
The capture their encampment, an Egyptian ſoldier, || the Jews had taken ſhelter ; fo that by this 
cauſes a fur. named Rufus, took an opportunity to run to] means they were deprived of the poſſibility 


render of the him unnoticed ; and, ſeizing him with all || of concealment, and had no hopes of eſcap- 
Go 


all his accoutrements, conveyed him to the ing but by cutting their way through the 
Romans. Baſſus inſtantly directed that he || forces of the enemy: they therefore united 
' ſhould be ſtripped, laid on theground, and be in a body, and made a violent attack on thoſe 
publickly whipped within view of thoſe in who ſurrounded them; but the Romans 
the city. The diſtreſsful ſituation of this || ſuſtained the aſſault with great bravery. In 
youth afflicted the Jews to ſuch a degree, a word, the raſhneſs excited by deſpair on 
that the generality of them burſt into tears the one fide, and determined courage on the 
at his unhappy fate. Baſſus, finding how other, combined to render the engagement 
exceedingly concerned the people in gene- | equally obſtinate. But in the end the Ro- 
TO Th | mang 


656 


The Jews 

ordered to 

pay a poll- 
tax. 
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mans obtained the advantage, with the loſs of | 


only twelve men lain, and a ſmall number 
wounded ; whereas every man of the Jews 


was killed in the action, amounting, in the 


whole, to the number of three thouſand. 
Among theſe was the commander in chief, 
named Judas the ſon of Jair. This Judas 
was an officer during the ſiege of Jeruſalem; 
and from whence he effected his eſcape, 
through a ſubterraneous paſſage. 

At this juncture the emperor ſent a letter 
to his officer, Tiberius Maximus, commiſ- 
ſioning him to expoſe the lands of the Jews 
to ſale; and declaring that he would not 
rebuiid any of their cities, but meant to 
ſeize them all to his own uſe. Tiberius 


was directed to leave eight hundred ſoldiers 
in Emmaus, which is fituated about ſixty 


furlongs from Jeruſalem. The emperor 
likewiſe iſſued orders that the Jews ſhould 
pay a poll-tax of two drachmas annually, 
into the capitol, as ſimilar taxes had been 
tormerly paid at the temple. 


CH A P. XXVII. 


Antiochus, king of Comagene, repreſented as 
an enemy to Veſpaſian. A number of Scy- 
thians invade Media. 


IN the fourth year of the reign of Veſpa- 


tian, Ceſennius Petus, at that time go- 
vernor of Syria, ſent an expreſs to the em- 
peror, informing him that Antiochus, king 
of Comagene, and his fon Epiphanes, being 


determined to renounce their allegiance to 
the Romans, were in actual treaty with the 


king of Parthia: he therefore repreſented 
the neceſſity of putting a ſtop to the mea- 
ſure by an immediate interpoſition. Thoſe 
who heard of this information entertained 
great doubts of its being founded in fact: 
but as the two kings above-mentioned were 
near neighbours, it would have been im- 
prudent in Veſpaſian to have lighted the 
advice; and the danger was conſiderably 


increaſed by Samoſata, the capital city of 


Comagene, being fituated almoſt on the 
banks of the Euphrates; by which the Par- 
thians could at all times paſs and repaſs, and 
be ſecure of a ſafe retreat. , 
Veſpaſian paid ſo much regard to this in- 
telligence, that he left Ceſennius to act as 
he thought proper, directing that his own 
judgment ſhould be the rule of his conduct. 
Immediately hereupon Ceſennius began to 
exerciſe his authority: and calling to his 


aſſiſtance Ariſtobulus, king of Chalcis, and 


Sohemus, king of Emeſa, he made an in- 
curſion into Comagene, with the fixth 
legion, and ſeveral detachments of his ca- 
valry and infantry, to the utter aſtoniſh- 


ment of Antiochus and the people, whe|| 
had not theleaſt ſuſpicion of ſuch an invaſion. 
His entrance, therefore, met with no kind 
of oppoſition, for the inhabitants were 


— 


or THE 


wholly unptovided with means to repel the 
attack. It is not in the power of language 
to deſcribe how much Antiochus was ſur- 
prized on receiving intelligence of this in- 
curſion, for he had not entertained the 
lighteſt idea of forfeiting his good faith 
with the Romans. 3 

In this extremity he came to the reſolu- 
tion of abandoning his kingdom juſt in its 
preſent ſituation, and of taking with him 


and that he had no intention of his depart- 
ing from his allegiance. Thus reſolved, he 
retired to a plain at the diſtance of about 
one hundred and thirty furlongs from the 
city, where he encamped. In the interim, 
Ceſennius ſent a number of ſoldiers to keep 
garriſon at Samoſata; and marched in per- 
ſon, accompanied by other forces, in purſuit 
of Antiochus; who, notwithſtanding, did no- 


thing but peaceably lament his misfortunes, 


But Epiphanes and Callinicus, the fons of 
Antiochus, being in the prime of youth, 
and celebrated for their military {kill and 


nour to have recourſe to arms: wherefore 
they muſtered all the forces in their power, 
and gave battle tothe Romans. The con- 
teſt continued the V hole day; and the young 
princes ſuſtained very little loſs. 

Though the iſſue of this day's encounter 


held his retolution of retiring ; wherefore 
he departed with his wife and daughters 
into Cilicia: and this reſolute determination 
arifing trom a principle of integrity, and a 
ſenſe of conſcious innocence, afflicted his 
ſoldiers in the higheſt degree; who dreaded 
the thought of deſerting to the Romans, 
and leaving their prince in ſuch diſtreſs. 
With regard to Epiphanes and Callinicus, 


eight ſelect triends; and being well mounted 
they all croſſed the river Euphrates, into 
the dominions of Vologeſes, king of Parthia: 
on their arrival, this prince gave a proof of 
the magnanimity of his mind, by treating 
them with all thoſe marks of diſtinction 
and reſpect which their high birth and rank 


[| demanded. 


No ſooner had Antiochus arrived at Tarſus 
in Cilicia, than Ceſennius ſent an officer 
to apprehend, and conduct him a priſoner 
to Rome: but Veſpaſian, having too much 
generoſity to permit a ſoverign prince to be 
treated in ſo ignominious a manner, deter- 
mined rather to ſhew a regard to the former 
ictendſ{hip that had ſubſiſted between him- 


ſelf and Antiochus, than to take advantage 
of an imagined injury: he therefore ſent 
orders that his chains ſhould be taken off; 
that his journey to Rome ſhould be delayed; 
land that he ſhould remain ſome time at 


Lacedemon z 
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his wife and children; which he thought 
would afford a full proof of his innocence, 


Antiochus 
abandons hiy 


kingdom, 


courage, thought they. were bound in ho- 


was greatly in favour of Antiechus, he {till 


it now became them to conſult their own His twoſont 
ſecurity : wherefore they took with them *9 reti. 


The ſons of 


Antiochus 


;0 to Rome. ner expreſſive of the higheſt eſteem and re- 


of the only paſſage into that country; and 
it is faid that Alexander had fo contrived 


ene. xXVII I.) 


within the pale of the empire. 


Hyrcania to invade and lay waſte the coun- 


_ Tiridates, In conſequence of this Tiridates 
advanced and attacked them; but had 


Lacedemon ; at which laſt place he furniſh- 
ed him with an ample ſuply of money; that 


he might be enabled to ſupport the dignity | 
of his rank. 2 er 


The brothers, who had been in great 
anxiety on account of their father's eap- 
ture, were not only relieved froth their ap- 
prehenſions, by this liberal behaviour to- 
wards Antiochus, but likewiſe entertained 
hopes that they themſelves might be re- 
.conciled to the emperor; and in theſe 
hopes they were encouraged by Vologeſes, 
who ſolicited the permiſſion of Veſpaſian 
for their. return to Rome: for though they 
had no reaſon to be uneaſy in their preſent 
ſituation, yet they were anxious to live 
In a word, 
they went to Rome ; and, ſoon after their 
arrival, their father was conducted thither; 
where they were all entertained in a man- 


gard, | riGral 

A number of the people formerly called 
Scythians, but who were at this period 
known by the name of Olanes, and reſid- 
ed near the river Tanais, and the lake of 
Mzmotis, confederated with the king of 


try of Media, Now this king was maſter 


that this paſlage ſhould be ſhut up with 
iron gates: but it being now laid open, and 
no ſuſpicion ariſing of what would happen, 
no reſiſtance could be made, and the inva- 
ders took poſſeſſion of the place, where, in 
cattle, and other effects, they poſſeſſed 
themſelves of immenſe property. This in- 
curſion ſo terrified Pacorus, at that time 
king of the country, that he left his poſſeſ- 
ſions to the mercy of the invaders, and: fled 
for refuge among the rocks; but at length 
be redeemed his wife and concubines at 
the expence of a hundred talents. 

The banditti now continued to preſs 
forward, ravaging anddeſtroyingthrough the 
whole. courſe of their progreſs, without 
meeting with any oppoſition, till they 
came to the confines of Armenia, which 
was at that time governed by a king named 
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great booty in cattle; and an incredifile 


{number of priſoners: 


| "a i 
ut CHAP. XXVII. 


7 be Fews never fo abandoned as at this pe- 
nad. Character of Simon, fon of Giaras: 
Maſſada beſieged Silva. Eleazar's re- 
c of particular SJufferings of the Jews: 
The Jeus joining in a reſolution not to 
ferns ther laws and liberties, flay each 
other: REES. 


ASSUS dying in Judea, Flavius Silva 

| ſucceeded to his government. Silya 
ing informed that all the country was in 
due ſubjeRion; the caſtle of Maſfada only 
excepted, collected all the forces he was 
able, with a determination to make an at- 
tack on it. 'This caſtle was under the com- 


He was the lineal deſcendant of Judas, who, 
at the time that Cyrenius diſcharged the 
office of cenſor in Judea, diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by oppoſing the Jews erſtering their 
names on the roll; as hath been before. 
mentioned. 

Now the Sicarii were -the determined 
enemies of all thoſe who exhibited any 
proofs of friendſhip towards the Romans; 


and burnt their houſes: Their argument 
was, that thoſe men were to be confidered 
as ſtrangers and enemies, who would rather 
reſißn their liberties than contend for them, 
and who choſe a ſtate of flavery rather 
than freedom. But this was a kind of lan- 


and avariciouſneſs; for when thoſe very 
men who had been thus branded as traitors 
to their country, afterwards united in the 
common cauſe againſt the Romans, they 


and baſe practices of the Sicarii. 
The Jews were never fo totally aban- 
doned to all kinds of vice as at preſent; 


contrivance of new crimes. Corruption 
ſtalked at large, both in public and private; 


a narrow eſcape from being taken priſoner, 
for during the battle the nooſe of a Halter 


was thrown over his head, and his oppo- 


nents Were juſt on the point of dragging 
him away, when he had the preſence of 
mind to cut the rope with his ſword, by 
which means he effected an eſcape. The 
invaders met with ſuch ſucceſs in this at- 
gagement that they became more violent 
and blood-thirſty than before; and were ſo 
encoutaged in their depredations, that deſ- 
truction marked their ſteps: they depopulated 
the country; and took away with them a 


there appeared to be a harmony df evil: 
and if there was any emulation, it was 
who ſhould be uilty of the moſt atrocious 
acts. Perſons in power oppteſſed the vul- 
gar by every extravagant exertion of their 
authority; while the common people, in 
return, plundered them of their effects av 
often as they could find an opportunity. 
This licentious courſe of proceeding was 
firſt encouraged by the Sicarii, who, being 
determined on doing all the' miſchief within 
their power, loft no opportunity, either by 


TA deſperation. 


mand of Eleazar, the leader of the Sicarii. 


guage uſed only to diſguiſe their barbarity 


were treated even with more ſeverity than 
| before; particularly thoſe who had cou- 
rage and reſolution to oppoſe the hypocriſy 


They had practiſed ſuch variety of wicked- | 
neſs, that invention itſelf was loft in the 


| word or deed; of exciting others to acts of 


- 


for they robbed perſons of this deſcription Deſperation 
of their effects, drove away their cattle, ofthe Sicarii: 
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HISTORY OF THE 


mans obtained the advantage, with the loſs of (| wholly unprovided with means to repel the 
only twelve men lain, and a ſmall number || attack. It is not in the power of language 
wounded ; whereas every man of the Jews || to deſcribe how much Antiochus was ſur- 
was killed in the action, amounting, in the || prized on receiving intelligence of this in- 
whole, to the number of three thouſand. || curſion, for he had not entertained the 
Among theſe was the commander in chief, || lighteſt idea of forfeiting his good faith 
named Judas the ſon of Jair. This Judas with the Romans, 

was an officer during the ſiege of Jeruſalem;|| In this extremity he came to the reſolu- 
and from whence he effected his eſcape, ||tion of abandoning his kingdom juſt in its 


through a ſubterraneous paſſage. 


preſent fituation, and of taking with him 


— 


At this juncture the emperor ſent a letter his wife and children; which he thought 


to his officer, Tiberius Maximus, commiſ- 


would afford a full proof of his innocence, 


fioning him to expoſe the lands of the Jews || and that he had no intention of his depart- 
to ſale; and declaring that he would not || ing from his allegiance. Thus reſolved, he 
rebuiid any of their cities, but meant to|| retired to a plain at the diſtance of about 
ſeize them all to his own uſe. Tiberius one hundred and thirty furlongs from the 
was directed to leave eight hundred ſoldiers || city, where he encamped. In the interim, 
in Emmaus, which is ſituated about ſixty || Ceſennius ſent a number of ſoldiers to keep 
furlongs from Jeruſalem. The emperor || garriſon at Samoſata z and marched in per- 
likewiſe iſſued orders that the Jews ſhould || ſon, accompanied by other forces, in purſuit 
pay a poll-tax of two drachmas annually, of Antiochus; who, notwithſtanding, did no- 
into the capitol, as ſimilar taxes had been ching but peaceably lament his mistortunes, 


tormerly paid at the temple. 


But Epiphanes and Callinicus, the fons of 
Antiochus, being in the prime of youth, 
and celebrated for their military ſkill and 


3 courage, thought they were bound in ho- 
ited as © I | 
Antiochus, king of Comagene, rep reſented a nour to have recourie to arms: wherefore 
an enemy to Veſpaſian. A number of Scy- 


thians invade Media. 


N the iourth year of the reign of Veſpa- 
lian, Ceſennius Petus, at that time go- 
vernor of Syria, ſent an expreſs to the em- 
peror, informing him that Antiochus, king 
of Comagene, and his fon Epiphanes, being 
determined to renounce their allegiance to 
the Romans, were in actual treaty with the 
king of Parthia: he therefore repreſented 
the neceſſity of putting a ſtop to the mea- 
ſure by an immediate interpoſition. Thoſe | 
who heard of this information entertained | 
great doubts of its being founded in fact: 
but as the two kings above-mentioned were 
near neighbours, it would have been im- 
prudent in Veſpaſian to have lighted the 
advice; and the danger was conſiderably 
increaſed by Samoſata, the capital city of | 
Comagene, being fituated almoſt on the 
banks of the Euphrates; by which the Par- 
thians could at all times paſs and repaſs, and 


be ſecure of a ſafe retreat. 


Veſpaſian paid ſo much regard to this in- 


they muſtered all the forces in their power, 
and gave battle to the Romans. The con- 
teſt continued the hole day; and the young 
rinces ſuſtained very little loſs, 
Though the iſſue of this day's encounter 
was greatly in favour of Antiochus, he till 
held his retolution of retiring; wherefore 
he departed with his wife and daughters 
into Cilicia: and this reſolute determination 
arifing trom a principle of integrity, and a 
ſenſe of conicious innocence, afflicted his 
ſoldiers in the higheſt degree; who dreaded 
the thought of deſerting to the Romans, 
and leaving their prince in ſuch diſtreſs. 
With regard to Epiphanes and Callinicus, 


eight ſelect friends; and being well mounted 
they all croſſed the river Euphrates, into 
the dominions of Vologeſes, king of Parthia: 
on their arrival, this prince gave a proof of 
the magnanimity of his mind, by treating 
chem with all thoſe marks of diſtinction 
and reſpect which their high birth and rank 


telligence, that he left Ceſennius to act as||demanded. . 


he thought proper, directing that his own 
judgment ſhould be the rule of his conduct. 
Immediately hereupon Ceſennius began to 
exerciſe his authority: and calling to his 
aſſiſtance Ariſtobulus, king of Chalcis, and 
Sohemus, king of Emeſa, he made an in- 
curſion into Comagene, with the fixth 
legion, and ſeveral detachments of his ca- 
valry and infantry, to the utter aſtoniſh- 
ment of Antiochus and the people, whc 
had not theleaſt ſuſpicion of ſuch an invaſion. 
His entrance, therefore, met with no kind 
af oppoſition, for the inhabitants were 


No ſooner had Antiochus arrived at Tarſus 
in Cilicia, than Ceſennius ſent an officer 
to apprehend, and conduct him a priſoner 
to Rome: but Veſpaſian, having too much 
generoſity to permit a ſoverign prince to be 

treated in ſo ignominious a manner, deter- 
mined rather to ſhew a regard to the former 
ciendſhip that had ſubſiſted between him- 
ſelf and Antiochus, than to take advantage 
of an imagined injury: he therefore ſent 
orders that his chains ſhould be taken off; 
that his journey to Rome ſhould be delayed; 
land that he ſhould remain ſome time at 


Lacedemon; 
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it now became them to conſult their own His two ſons 
ſecurity: wherefore they took with them #9 rer. 
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Lacedemon ; at which laſt place he furniſh- great booty in cattle; and an incredible 
ed him with an ample ſuply of money, that || number of priſoners. 
he might be enabled to ſupport the dignity a | 
of his rank. | | _— "an 
| | : CHAP. XXVIII. 

The brothers, who had been in great , - 0 1 
anxiety on account of their father's eap- The Fews never fo abandoned as at this þf- 
ture, were not only relieved frotn their ap- f lod, Cbaracter of Simon, fon of Groras: 
prehenſions, by this liberal behaviour to- Maſſada beſieged by Stova, Eleazar's re- 
wards Antiochus, but likewiſe entertained cital of particular ſufferings of the Fews: 
hopes that they themſelves might be re- The fews joining in a reſolution not to 

conciled to the emperor; and in theſe furvive their laws and liberties, flay each 
hopes they were encouraged by Vologeſes, other. 
who ſolicited the permiſſion of Veſpaſian B 


As 


— 


— 


5 [IASSUS dying in Judea, Flavius Silva 
for their. return to Rome: for though they ſucceeded Tn a 3 = 
had no reaſon to be uneaſy in their Pr eſent eing informed that all the country was in 
ſituation, yet they were anxious to live | 


Etuat | due ſubjectiop; the caſtle of Maſſada only 
within the pale of the empire. In a word, ed collected all the forces he wa 
they went to Rome; and, ſoon after their able, with a determination to make an at- 
arrival, their father was conducted thither; | tack on it. This caſtle was under the com- 
ator wg where they were all entertained in a man- 


| mand of Eleazar, the leader of the Sicarii. 
10 to Rome, Ner expreſſive of the higheſt eſteem and re- He was the lineal deſcendant of Judas, who, 


gard. BED at the time that Cyrenius diſcharged the 
A number of the people formerly called office of cenſor in Judea, diſtinguiſhed 
Scythians, but who were at this period himſelf by oppoſing the Jews erſtering their 
known by the name of Olanes, and refid- names on the roll; as hath been before 
ed near the river 'Tagais, and the lake of mentioned. 
Mzmotis, confederated with the king of | Now the Sicarii were the determined 
Hyrcania to invade and lay waſte the coun- enemies of all thoſe who exhibited any 
try of Media, Now this king was maſter proofs of friendſhip towards the Romans; 
of the only paſſage into that country; and for they robbed perſons of this deſcription Deſperation 
it is faid that Alexander had fo contrived || of their effects, drove away their cattle, the Sicarii: 
that this paſlage ſhould be ſhut up with ||anq burnt their houſes. Their argument 
Iron gates: but it being now laid open, and || was, that thoſe men were to be confidered 
no ſuſpicion ariſing of what would happen, || as ſtrangers and enemies, who would rather 
no reſiſtance could be made, and the 1nva- || refiSn their liberties than contend for them, 
ders took poſſeſſion of the place, where, in || and who choſe a ſtate of flavery rather 
cattle, and other effects, they poſſeſſed than freedom. But this was a kind of lan- 
themſelves of immenſe property. This in- guage uſed only to diſguiſe their barbarity 
curſion ſo terrified Pacorus, at that time and avariciouſneſs; for when thoſe very 
king of the country, that he left his poſſeſ- men who had been thus branded as traitors 
fions to the mercy of the invaders, and fled | to their country, afterwards united in the 
for refuge among the rocks; but at length common cauſe againſt the Romans, they 
be redeemed his wife and concubines at were treated even with more ſeverity than 
the expence of a hundred talents. | before; particularly thoſe who had cou- 
Ihe banditti now continued to preſs rage and reſolution to oppoſe the hypocriſy 
forward, ravaging anddeſtroyingthrough the | and baſe practices of the Sicarii. 
whole courſe of their progreſs, without || The Jews were never ſo totally aban- 
meeting with any oppoſition, till they ||doned to all kinds of vice as at preſent. 
came to the confives of Armenia, which || They had practiſed ſuch variety of wicked- 
was at that time governed by a king named neſs, that invention itſelf was loft in the 
_ Tiridates, In conſequence of this Tiridates || contrivance of new crimes. Corruption 
advanced and attacked them; but had || ſtalked at large, both in public and private; 
a narrow eſcape from being taken priſoner, || there appeared to be a harmony bf evil: 
for during the battle the nooſe of a halter and if there was any emulation, it was 
was thrown over his head, and his oppo- || who ſhould be guilty of the moſt atrocious 
nents were juſt on the point of dragging acts. Perſons in power  opprefled the vul : 
him away, when he had the preſence of gar by every extravagant exertion of their 
miad to cut the rope with his ſword, by || authority; while the common people, in 
which means he effected an eſcape. The || return, plundered them of their effects ay 
invaders met with ſuch ſucceſs in this at- often as they could find an opportunity. 
gagement that they became more violent || This licentious courſe of proceeding was 
and blood-thirſty than before; and were ſo || firſt encouraged by the Sicarii, who, being 
encouraged in their depredations, that deſ- determined on doing all the miſchief within 
truction marked their ſteps: they depopulated their power, loſt no opportunity, either by 
the country; and took away with them a word or deed, of exciting others to acts of 
8 A deſperation. 
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deſpetation. However, all that they did, 
or cauſed to be done, fell far ſhort of the 
outrageous cruelties of John of HGiſchala, 
who ordered many of the citizens to be put 
to death, as if they had been enemies, 
merely becauſe they recommended ſuch 
modes of proceeding as would tend to the 


advantage of the public: in fact he com- 


mitted every poſſible outrage on his un- 
happy countrymen. And indeed what bet- 
ter could be expected from a man who 
made no ſcruple of conſcience of affronting 
even the Deity? And this he did, by the 
uſe of meats that were forbidden; by aban- 


doning the laws and cuſtoms of our anceſ- 


tors; and by renouncing the purity of his 
original profeſſion. It is therefore not in 
the leaſt ſurprizing, that a man who could 
deſpiſe his God, ſhould behave with inhu- 
manity to his neighbours. | 
Simon, the ſon of Gioras, was not leſs 


diſtinguiſhed by every ſpecies of vice that 


could diſgrace the name of a man: he in- 
flicted the moſt horrid barbarities on thoſe 
very perſons who had raiſed him to power; 
who, having been born freemen, ſubmitted 
to the ignominy of becoming his ſlaves. 


In a word, the men above- mentioned were 


loſt to all thoſe affections ariſing from the 


ties of conſanguinity, and dead to every 


ſentiment of friendſhip. Their conduct 
was the moſt cruel to thoſe who had a prior 
right to their compaſſion; and they diſdain- 


ed to exerciſe their tyranny over ſtrangers, 


while they had, what they thought, a more 


agreeable opportunity of wreaking their | 


vengeance on their own friends and coun- 
trymen. 
tion of their minds. | 

Nor were the crimes of the Idumeans 
much leſs atrocious. 
lains aſſaſſinated the high-prieſts, in order, 
as far as lay in their power, to ſtrike at the 
very root of religion: - they likewiſe con- 
founded all good management in the city, | 


deſtroyed even the appearance of juſtice and | 


civil government, and eſtabliſhed tyranny 
and oppreſſion in their ſtead. 
_ Thoſe who were called 


elotes were 


particularly active in promoting the confu- | 


Such was the unfeeling diſpoſi- | 


Theſe execrable vil- | 


OF TRE 
poſſibly be ſaid chat the puniſhment they 


ſuſtained was inadequate to the crimes 
they had committed; and that no puniſh- 
ment could equal their offences: but as ] 


the vices of theſe monſters of iniquity, I 
ſhall here reſume the thread or my nar- 
rative. if 


garriſon of the Sicarii, commanded b 

Eleazar, who was the chief of the people 
bearing that name. Silva ſoon poſſeſſed 
himſelf of the adjacent country, and with 
very little difficulty: he then [diſpoſed of 
his troops in the moſt commodious manner 
poſſible, and ran up a wall round the caſ- 
tle, at once to ſecure his ſoldiers, and to 
prevent the eſcape of the enemy. He now 
looked out for a place the meſt convenient 
for the ſtation of his camp, which he found 


tain communicated with the rock on which 
the caſtle ſtood. One great inconvenience 
now attended Silva; for the proviſion with 
which his army was ſupplied by the Jews 
were brought from a very great diſtance; 
and the'procuring of water was like wiſe at- 
tended with very great difficulty. 

As ſoon as this diſpoſition of affairs had 
taken place, Silva prepared to commence 
the ſiege, which, as will appear from the 
ſituation of the caſtle, was likely to be at- 
tended with great difficulty. This caſtle is 
ſituated on a large and high rock, which is 
ſurrounded by deep and craggy precipices. 
Thoſe who ſtand at the top cannot ſee the 
bottom, on account of the higher rocks 
hanging over thoſe that are beneath. Even 
the beaſts cannot climb this rock, ſo dif- 


one of which is from the eaſt ſide, from the 
lake Aſphaltitis; and the other from the 
welt ſide; the former being much more 
dangerous than the latter. One of theſe 
paſſages bears the name of the Snake, from 
the number of turnings that there are in 
the aſcent: for in many parts of it the 
ſtones ſo interſect each other, that paſſengers 


[Book VI 


do not intend to enter into the hiſtory of 
thoſe unhappy wretches who ſuffered by 


The Roman general Silva now marched Sils marches 
to lay ſiege to Maſlada, in which was a to Maſuda, 


to be on thy ſpot where the adjacent moun- 


ficult is the acceſs, except by two paſſages, 


ſions above-mentioned ; and indeed their are obliged to go backwards and forwards , 
conduct gave them a juſt title to their ||to paſs them; and the road is. ſo narrow 
name; for they were the moſt violent pa- ||that the traveller cannot keep both his feet 


trons and promoters of vice that ever ex- 
iſted, at the fame time pretending to the 
utmoſt virtue, and the moſt conſummate 
piety. In fact, they impoſed on all that liſt- 
ened to their doctrines, making evil appear 
as good, and good as evil. 

In the end, however, the righteous ven- 
geance of Heaven overtook, and puniſhed 
their crimes; for they ſuffered every cala- 
mity that human nature is capable of endur- 


ing; and theſe calamities continued during 
the whole courſe of their lives. It may 


& 


on the ground at the ſame time. Excluſive 
of all this, one falſe ſtep would. plunge a 
man to the bottom of a moſt horrid preci- 
pice. This road is deemed thirty furlongs 
from the bottom to the top of the moun- 


tain; and on this eminence there is a plain, 


on which the high-prieſt Jonathan cauſed 
a caſtle to be built, to which he gave the 
name of Maſſada; and claimed the honour 
ſof being the founder of this caſtle, which 
was afterwards fortified and adorned, with 


immenſe labour, and at a large expence, by 


Herod 


ö 
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Herod. the great: a wall being alſo built 


round it by Herod, eight cubits in breadth, | 


and twelve in height, with white ſtones 
of conſiderable value. Herod likewiſe caut- 
ed ſeven and twenty turrets, each of fifty 
cubits high, to be erected ;- and made a 
communication between theſe turrets. and 


the buildings on the interior ſide of the | 


wall. The nature of the ſoil of the plain 
being found to be extremely rich, -Herod 
gave orders that it ſhould be well cultivated 
with a view that thoſe who might, in future 
times, have occaſion to take refuge in the 
caſtle, might be certain of being ſupplied 
with the neceſſaries of life. Within the 
limits of the caſtle he cauſed a, ſumptuous 
and magnificent palace to be erected for his, 
own accommodation. The entrance of. 
this palace was ſituated ſo as to front the 
north-weſt ; the walls of it were of great 
{trength, and remarkably high; and at 


each of the four corners. was a tower, of | 
the height of ſixty cubits,, The yariety, de- 


corations, ornaments, richneſs, and ſplendor 
of the ſeveral apartments, baths, and gal- 
leries, exceed all deſcription. The whole 
was ſupported with. pillars, each, of one 
entire ſtone; and ſo. diſpoſed, as to give 
proof of the ſtrength of the ſtructute, and; 
the judgment of the architect. The pave- 
ment and the walls were diverſified with 
ſtones of a variety of colours. A great 
number of large ciſterns hewed out gf the; 
rock, for the preſervation. of watgr, Were 
diſperſed in the different quarters, of the 
palace to the caſtle, which was quite-invi- 


fible from the outſide ; and, as hath; been | 


heretofore obſerved, the other, paſſage Was 
rendered altogether impaſſable; and with; 
regard to the weſtern paſſage, it was 10⸗ 
tally blocked up by a tower that was erect- 
ed in the narroweſt part of it, at about the 

diſtance of a thouſand cubits from the caſ- 
| tle., This will ſerve to ſhew how ſtrongly 
the place was fortified by art as well as na- 
ture; and how difficult the conqueſt of it 
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f quantity of unwrought iron, braſs, lead, 


err G 036, BEA | 

Tradition has handed, down to us a re- 
port that Herod provided this caſtle for a 
retreat, in caſe of neceſſity, from two 
evils which he thought threatened him: 
the one was, that his ſubjects might depoſe 
him, and reſtore; the Aſmonæan family to 
the throne: but the other was an affair of 


o 


patra, queen of Egypt, had formed a de- 
ſign againſt the lite of Herod, of which ſhe 


which ſhe. had with Anthony on this ſub- 
ject, ſhe avowed her deſign, and repeatedly 
urged him to give private orders for the de- 
ſtruction of Herod, and to permit her to 
govern the Jews in his ſtead, in the cha- 
racter gf queen. 43 1 be rigs. 

haye already obſerved that the Jews 
were now ſo cloſely pent up within the 
walls of Maſſada, that it was utterly impoſſi- 


advanced with his machines, to the only 
place which he could fill up, in order to 
raiſe a mount. Beyond the tower which 
blocked up the weſtern paſſage to the 
palace and caſtle, there was a large 


rock, was larger than that on which the 


about, three hundred cubits. Silva had no 
ſooner, taken poſſeſſion of this rock, than he 


upon it; and they were ſo diligent in this 
buſineſs that they ſoon got it up to the 
height of two hundred cubits; but finding 
that it was not of ſufficient ſtrength to ſup- 
port the machines, they raiſed on it a kind 
of platform, compoſed of large ſtones, fifty 
cubits in height, and of the ſame breadth. 


} 


— 


height: of ſixty cubits, which they fortified 


muſt have been, even with the lighteſt op- chines, they had another kind, which had 


Phus fortified, this caſtle had the ap- 
peadrance of being prof not only againſt, 


force; but was not likely to be ſubdued by Romans aſſailed the beſieged with ſuch. im- 


been invented by Veſpaſian, and were af- 
terwards improved by Titus. 
| From the tower above- mentioned the 


famine; for when it was ſurprized by Ele- petuous ſhowers of ſtones and flights of ar- 


azar and. the Sicarii, there were | ound in it 
great treaſures of corn, wine, oil, pulſe, 
dates, &c. equal to the conſumption of many 
years; and which were as freſh as if they had 
been but newly depoſited, though they had 
been treaſured up a hundred years. , Per- 
haps this circumſtance might be owing to 
the extreme purity, and ſalubrious quality, 
of the air in ſo elevated a ſituation. 


- 
by 


rows, that they were afraid to appear on the 
walls. In the interim Silva direded his 
battering-rams againſt the wall, till at length 
it was damaged in ſome places. In conſe- 

nence hereof the Sicarii inſtantly ran up 
another wall behind it, which was com- 
poſed of ſuch materials as to deaden the 
ſtroke, and ſuſtain no kind of damage. This 


wall was built in the following manner. A 


Agreeable to the king's order there Was row of large pieces of timber was mortiſed 
likewiſe laid up a magazine of various, 
kinds of arms for the accommodation of, 


ten thouſand men; and alſo an _imimenſc 


| 


into another of equal fize, and a ſpace was 
left between them equal to the thickneſs of 
the wall. This ſpace was filled with the 


! earth 


and other articles, which it is preſumed 
were intended for ſome. very capital enters 


ble to effect an eſcape; whereupon Silva 


rock, which bore the name of Leuce: this 


caſtle of Maſſada ſtood, but not ſo high by 


iſſued orders to his ſoldiers to raiſe a mount 


On this platform they built a tower of the 


with iron. Excluſive of their common ma- 


which there was much danger; for Cleo- Herod's rea- 

| ſons for erec- 
ting the caſ- 
tle at Maſla- 


made little ſecret. In ſeveral converſations ©* 
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earth of the nature of clay, and boards were | refiſt them. This being the caſe, we may 


hailed acroſs the frame, to prevent the earth 
from falling. Thus prepared, it was as 
ſtrong as the wall of a houſe; and the more 
violently it was battered the ſtronger it be- 
came, the earth being more firmly cloſed by 
each ſtroke it received. : 
Silva finding that the battering with His 


machines did not produce the conſequence | 


he expected; ordered his ſoldiers to provide 
themſelves with firebrands to deſtroy the 
works of the enemy. The new wall being 
hollow, and chiefly compoſed of timber 
work, it immediately took fire, and the 
flames raged with the utmoſt violence : but 


the wind being at north, it drove the fire- 


with ſuch rapidity on the Romans, that 
they expected the almoſt inſtant deſtruction 
of their machines : but, juſt at this junc- 


The Romans ture, the wind veered to the fouth, and beat 


' ſer fire oa ſo violently on the wall, that the whole of | 


wall of the jt was in flames in a moment. 
caſtle; 


The Ro- 
mans, grateful for this providential ſtroke in 
their favour, returned to their camp full of 
ſpirits, and with a fixed determination to 
attack the enemy by break of day on the 
following morning; and, in the mean time, 
to place ſtrong guards, that their opponents 
might not eſcape in the night. 
However, Eleazar had no idea of depart- 
ing himſelf, or of permitting any of his peo- 
ple to evacuate the place : but as the wall 
was now totally conſumed, and there ap- 


peared to be no longer any chance either of | 


relief or ſecurity, it became neceſſary now to 
conſider how their wives and children might 


be moſt effectually preſerved from the vio- 


lence to be expected from the Romans, on 
their taking poſſeſſion of the place. Ha- 
ving ſeriouſly reflected on this affair, Eleazar 
determined in his own mind that a death of 


glory would be greatly preferable to a life of 


infainy ; and that the moſt magnanimous re- 
ſolution they could form would be to diſdain 


the idea of ſurviving their liberties. His own 


ſentiments being thus formed, he reſolved 
to endeavour to inſpire others with the ſame; 


and for that purpoſe he ſummoned a number 


of his friends and aſſociates, whom he ad- 
dreſſed to the following effet. © _ 

It has been, my friends, the uſual 
cuſtom with the people of our nation, to 
deny the authority of every other lord than 


the great Sovereign of the univerſe, the 
eternal God; and this not with any par- | 


ticular exception to the Romans, ' or any 


other people. The period haſtily advances! 


when we ſhould demonſtrate” our ſincerity] 
by our conduct: wherefore let us act like 
men of reſolution. Till this time we have 
run every riſk in preſervation of our free- 
dom; but we muſt now expect thraldom 
and tor:nenting puniſhments if the enemy 
take us alive; ſince we firſt departed from 
their dominion, and have been the laſt to 


deem it a favour if we are permitted to 

chooſe the death we would die; a favour 
that Has been tefuſed to many of our peo- 
ple. We ſhall all be made ſlaves to-mor- 

row, if we obtain not our liberty this night; 

but this we may do in a way that our ene- 
mies cannot prevent. The utmoſt of their 
ambition is to make us priſoners; andl it is 
in vain for us to ſtruggle againſt them any 
longer. It is poſſible ſomething effectual 
might have been done, if the aſſerters of 
our liberties had properly reflected on our 
ſituation; they would have ſeen that we 
could not have ſuffered from our enemies, 
and from our internal diviſions; nor would 
our principal people have been deſtroyed, 
and our facred city fallen a facrifice to fire 
and fword, if God had not abandoned us, 
though we were formerly his choſen peo- 
ple. How happens it now that we alone, 
of all our people, contend for our liberties, 
as if we were innocent of the crimes in 
which we have inſtructed others? You 
may now be convinced of the vanity of your 
hopes, and the extremity of your diſap- 
pointments. We have here a. fortreſs that 
has been deemed impregnable, with a great 
number of arms, and ample proviſions for 
our ſupport ; but theſe avail nothing, fince 
Providence hath decreed our deſtruction. 
The wind and the fire that combined to 
deſtroy our new wall furniſh a proof of the 
juſtice of this obſervation ; for you cannot 
think but the ſudden turning of this wind 
was intended as a puniſhment of the crimes 
of which we have been guilty towards each 
other. Admitting, then, that our puniſh- 
ment is at orice juſt and inevitable, what 
remains but that we rather execute juſtice 

on ourſelves, than leave it to the victorious 

Romans to pour down on us the vengeance 

of Heaven; thus acting, we ſhould ſecure 

| the honour of our wives, and protect our 
children from ſlavery. Let us copy the 

magnanimity of the Romans, make our 
own terms, and die free. But let us firſt 
{et fire to the caſtle, and melt down our 
gold and filver; and thus the Romans, 
neither taking us priſoners, nor obtaining 
our treaſure, will even regret the poſſeſſion 
of the place. I adviſe, however, that we 
leave the neceſſaries of life undeſttoyed ; to 
ſerve as a proof that we were not driven 
to this keV ch rocedure by famine, but 
maintained our firſt reſolution of dying ra- 
ther than ſubmitting to ſlavery, 
'This fpecech of Eleazar was received in 

a very different manner by his different au- 
ditors; ſome of whom were charmed with 
his propoſa), and ready to execute it, deem- 
ing death an object of deſire, in their pre- 
ſent ſituation; while others from the tender-- 
neſs of their nature, were equally terrified 


— — 


at the thoughts of deſtroying their triends, 
x of 
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or becoming their own executioners. 
regarded each other with looks of th 
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tified the ſentiments of their minds, Elea- 
Zar was greatly chagrined at what ke 
deemed a weakneſs that degraded the dig- 
nity of his plan, and might tempt thoſe who 


had appeared to be determined to abandon | 
He therefore purtued 


their reſolutions. 
his plan of exho-ting the people; but in a 
different manner; for he now diſcourſed 
on the immortality of the ſoul; and ad- 
drefling himſelf particularly, and with the 
utmoſt earncſtneſs, to thoſe who were 
weeping, he ſpoke to the following effect: 
* I find that I have been greatly miſtaken 
in the opinion that | had formed, that brave 
men would rather loſe their lives than their 
liberties, In you, at leaſt, have I been miſ- 
taken; fince you fear to die, to extricate 
yourſelves from a calamity that is worſe 
than death; and this too, While you are 
ſo ſituated that delay cannot be admitted; 
nor have you time to confer on yout affairs. 
It is an opinion confirmed by all antiquity, 
by the ſacred ſcriptures, by the doctrine 
and practice of our anceſtors, and the laws 
and cuſtoms of our country, that death ren- 
ders a man abundantly more happy than 
life. It is death that gives freedom to the 
ſoul, and permits it to range through eter- 
nal regions of purity and bliſs. But while 
the ſoul is in conjunction with the body, it 
partakes of all the evils incident thereto; 
its powers are in a great degree ſuſpended, 
as there can be no affinity between divine 
and mortal natures. It is true, that much 


is effected by the ſecret conjunction and 


operation of ſoul and body; for the latter is 
but the inſtrument of the former. But 
when the ſoul is once diſcharged of the 
incumbrances that oppreſs it, and regains 
its proper ſation, it enjoys the moſt un- 
bounded liberty ; a libcrty that is as invi- 


fible to human eyes as the Deity himſelf; 


and the ſoul is likewiſe inviſible while con- 
need with the body. It enters us unſeen, 


caufes various changes in the body, though 
incorruptible in itſelf: it gives lite and vi- 
gour as long as it is preſent, but death im- 
mediately follows its departure. 


kind of communication with the Deity, in 
the knowledge of future events. It is abſurd 
that any man ſhould fear death who 1s not 
averſe to repoſe. What man in his ſenſes 


kind of within itſelf, and that it has ſome 


would abridge any part of his eternal hap- 


| 


pineſs, for the fake of a ſhort reſidence in 
this world ? The laws and inſtitutions of 


the ſame manner. It 


They our nation, my brethren, have taught us 
r th e ut- not only to deipilſe the fear of death; but to 
moſt anxiety, while their flowing tears teſ- 


-ndeavour to inſpire others with the ſame 
degree o magnanimity; 

On thi: ſupject it cannot, ſurely; be ne- 
ceſſary that | ſhould refer to the practice of 
ſtrangers, or I might inſtance the conduct 


of the Indian philoiophers and Brachmars, 
who were diſtin 


and virtue, 


incumbrance: not becauſe they felt any 
ſingular uneaſineſs, pain, or inconvenience; 
in this life; but decauſe they looked for- 
ward to that life of immortality in which 
the happineſs of the bleſſed ſhould be eter- 
nal. Theſe people take a ſolemn farewel 
of their triends, and ſpeak with pleaſure 
of the country to which they are travelling. 
No one preſumes to offer any objections 
to their deſign, but wiſhing them the per- 
fection of happineſs, ſend meſſages to their 
acquaintance in the other world, in the full 
confidence that they will be delivered. 


ceived the neceſſary inſtructions, commit 
their bodies to the fire, aud are conſumed, 
amidſt the applauſes and acclamations ot the 
lurrounding multitude ; for among theſe 
people it is cuſtomary for friends to follow 
ea.h other to death with more pleaſure 
than they would attend them on a common 
journey; rejoicing that they are about to 
enter on a ſtate of eternal bliſs, and on 
cummilerating the fate of thoſe who are to 
remain behind. 


„Will any one who is not deſtitute of the 


rifing of another fun ? Nay, would he wiſh 
it, even if he might live in ſatety? Can 
any one have ſo little regard to his country; 
ſo mean, ſo contracted a ſoul ; as not to re- 


we had been all ſacrificed, rather than to 
have witneſſed this ſacrilegious deſtruction; 
and to have beheld Jeruſalem itſelf become 


The ſoul, || fairs. 
however, at all times retains its immortali- 


ty. When the body reſts from its labours 


in ſleep, the ſoul enjoys the molt perfect 
and delightful freedom. All this evident- | 


ly proves that the felicity of the ſoul is con- 


a pile of ruins. While hope remained, 
however, our courage did not fail, and we 
deſpaired not of a happy change in our af- 
But as we have now no farther rea- 
lon to expect ſo auſpicious a circumſtance, 
and as we are urged by an invincible neceſſit 

to the ſtep we ought now to take, it be- 
comes us to have ſome regard to our wives, 
our children, and ourſelves; and in the 
plan of our proceeding we ſhould be expe- 
ditious, While the means are yet in our 
power. All men are equally deſtined to 
death; and the ſame fate attends the coward 
as the brave. Can we think of lubmitting 
to the indignity of ſlavery ; can we behold 
our wives diſhonoured, and our children 


enſlaved? Nature has not made this ne- 
8 B | ceſſary 5 


Thoſe who are about to depart, having re- 


common ſpirit of a man wiſh to view the 


gret that he has ſurvived to behold this fatal 
day ? Happy would it have been for us if 


guiſhed by their wiſdom indie philo< 
Thete people deem-d life a fſophe's anxi- 


burden that muſt neceflarily be borne ; % te due 


| Aer 3 their mortal 
though they were anxious to be rid of the bodies: 
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reſſary; and if the evil ariſes, it muſt be 
from the force of cowardice, and the fear of 
dying when we have it in our power. We 
hai courage to abandon the Romans; to 
defy thoſe who called themſelves our ma- 
ſters; to reject their offered terms of quar- 
ter and pardon, and to refuſe an indemnity 
when they beſought us to accept ofit, Will 
any one think that theſe circumſtances will 
be forgotten, if they ſhould take us pri- 
ſoners . 
It is a melancholy reflection to conſider 
the ſituation of our old people or our youth 
when we are ſubjected : the former will dic 
beneath their torments, and the latter lan- 
uiſh under them while ſtfength remains. 
The huſband muſt expect to be an eye- wit- 
neſs of the diſhonour of his wife, and the 
parent to behold his children begging for 
relief from their chains. Yet, while free- 
dom is our own, and we are in poſſeſſion of 
our ſwords, let us make a determined uſe o 
them to preſerve our libertics. Let us dic 
freemen, gloriouſly ſurrounded by our wives 
and children. Expedition, in this cate, 
muſt be uſed; and we ſhall obtain eternal 
renown by ſnatching the prize from the 
Conclufon ot hands of our enemies, and leaving them no- 
thing to triumph over but the bodies ol 
thoſe who dared to be their own executio- 
ners.“ | 
Thus far had Eleazar ſpoken, and would 
| have proceeded, but that the people inter- 
rupted him with the warmeſt expreſſions of 
their readineſs to adopt the plan he had re- 
commended, each being ambitious to exce! 
the other in giving this diſtinguiſhing proof 
of his wiſdom and courage: thus paſſion- 
ately were theſe people devoted to the de- 
ſtruction of themſelves and their families! 
It was very extraordinary that, when they 
came to give proof of their reſolution, not 
a man of them failed in the arduous trial. 
They retained their kindeſt affections for 
each other to the laſt moment, conceiving 
that they could not render a more accepta- 
ble proof of their regard.. 
While they embraced their wives and 
| Children for the laſt time, they wept over, 
and ſtabbed them in the ſame moment; re- 
joicing, however, that this work was not 
left to be performed by their enemies. They 
conſidered the neceſſity of the action as their 
excule, and reflected that they only deftroy- 
ed their deareſt friends to prevent their fal- 
ling by the hands of the Romans. In a 
word, there was not. one man who wanted 
the neceflary courage on the occaſion, ' and | 
they killed their deareſt friends and rela- 
tions without diſtinction ; and they thought | 
the deſtruction of their wives and children | 
far preferable to the evils to which they | 
would otherwiſe be expoſec. 
T hoſe who had been the principal agents 
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Þeech, 
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ſhould ſacrifice himſelf on the bodies of 


 [Boox VII 
trated as they were with grief for the ne- 
ceſſity reſolved not to ſurvive thoſe they 
nad ſlain, and immediately collecting all 
their effects together, they ſet them on fire. 
This being done, they caſt lots for the ſe- 
lection of ten men out of their number to 
deſtroy the reſt: and theſe being choſen, 
the devoted victims embraced the bodies of 
their deceaſed friends, and then rangin 
themſelves near them, chearfully refigncd 
themſelves to the hands of the executioners. 
When theſe ten men had diſcharged the 
diſagreeable talk they had undertaken, they 
again Caſt lots which of the ten ſhould kill 
the other nine, having previouſly agreed 
that the man to whoſe lot it might fall, 


his companions ; fo great was the truſt that 
thele people repoſe] in each other. The 
nine devoted victims died with the ſame 
reſolution as their brethren had done; and 


the ſurviving man, having ſurveyed the bo- _ 


dies, and found that they were all abſolutely = Jews i 
zead, threw himſelf o 


n his ſword, among Maden dn 
21s Companions, but not till he had firſt ſer hemſelres. 
fire to the palace. 

This melancholy ſcene, which happened on 
the 15th day of the month Xanthicus, was 
10w concluded ; and the deceaſed had ima. 

-ined that not a ſingle Jew would fall into 

the hands of the Romans: but it after warde 
appeared that an old woman, and another 
woman Mh) was related to Eleazar, to- 

gether wita five children, had eſcaped the 
general maſlacre, by concealing themſelves 
in a common ſewer. Including women 
and children, no leſs than nine hundred and 
lixty perſons were ſlain on this occaſion. 
On the dawn of the following morning 
the Romans prepared their ſcaling-ladders, 
in order to make an attack; but they were 
aſtoniſhed in the higheſt degree on not hear- 
ng any noiſe but the crackling of the 
flames, and were totally at a loſs what con- 
ecture to form. On this they gave a loud 
(hour, ſuch as is cuſtomary when a battery 
is played off, in expectation of receiving an 
aniwer. This noiſe alarmed the women 
in their place of retreat, who immediately 
coming out, related the truth to the Ro- 
mans, as it really had happened. The 
ſtory, however, appeared ſo extraordinary, 
that they could not give credit to it: but 
they exerted themſelves in extinguiſhing 
the fire; and being employed in this ſer- 
vice till they came to the palace, they there Ld _- 
found the bodies of the deceaſed 1ying in tion of the 
heaps. Far, however, from exulting in e. 
the triumph of joy that might have been 
expected from enemies, they united to ad- 

mire the ſteady virtue and dignity of mind 

with which the Jews had been inipired, and 
wondered at that generous contempt of 

death by which ſach numbers had been 


in the ſlaughter: above-mentioned, pene- 
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bound in one ſolemn compact. 
CHAP. 
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, 


Pepredations ments, they did it at the hazard of their 
of the Sicarii. lives. 


22 danger, that they made an inſtant attack on 


Jews, 


and then proceeded with his army to Cæſa- 


live at eaſe; but they were continually in- 


timent with ſuch a degree of firmneſs, as if 


S HAK F. A. 
The factious diſpafition of the Sicarii. | 
HEN the Roman general Silva 


had made a compleat conqueſt of 
Maſſada, he ſettled a garriſon in the place, 


rea, leaving the country behind him in a 
ſtate of the moſt perfect tranquillity. By 
this time the continuance and expence of 
the war had ſo reduced and broken the ſpi- 
rits of the Jews of Judea, that no ſuch 
thing as oppoſition was to be heard of in all | 
that diſtrict: yet the conſequence of the 
war was felt as far as Alexandria in Egypt, 
where a number of the Jews were put to 
death. It may not be improper to relate 
ſomething reſpecting this affair. 

Numbers of the factious Sicarii had fled 
for refuge to Alexandria, where their reſt- 
leſs diſpoſitions would not permit them to 


citing the citizens to acts of diſobedience, 
by advancing a number of arguments in 
defence of univerſal liberty, and decrying 
the doctrine of ſubmiſſion. They aſſerted 
that the Romans were by no means their 
ſuperiors, and that they would own no lord 
but the Sovereign of the univerſe, When 
any perſons, even the moſt reſpectable, of 
their own profeſſion, oppoſed their argu- 


Some of theſe they murdered ; and 
others they induced to abandon their alle- 
giance; while a third fort were tempted ſo 
to do, but in vain. Theſe practices were 
carried to ſuch a length, that the principal 
men among them were afraid to make an 
exainple of them; but they ſummoned a 
general meeting of the Jews, in which they 
arraigned the raſh and obſtinate conduct of 
the Sicarii, whom they repreſented as the 
great ſource of all their calamities; which 
lo opened the eyes of the Jews to their own 


the Sicarii, fix hundred of whom they 
made priſoners ; c 
Egypt, Thebes and the adjacent country; 
but they were ſoon taken and brought back; 
on which occaſion they gave evident proofs 
of their obſtinate reſolution. They bore 
the ſevereſt torments rather than acknow- 
ledge the authority of the emperor ; nor 
did any of them heſitate on the part they 
were to act; but they all combined in ſen- 


they had not felt the tortures that were in- 
flicted on them: but the moſt incredible 
part of the ſtory is, that the boys, and even 
mere children, ſuſtained their ſufferings like 
the older people: and ſtill not one of theſe 
people would acknowledge the authority of 


the emperor, notwithſtanding the extremity P 


of ſufferings they endured ; for inſtead of 
feeling their torments, they appeared to de- 
ſpiſe them. 


while the reſt fled to 


— 


—— — 


WARS OF THE jews. 


CH AP. XXX. 


Ptolemy grants the eus leave to build 4 
temple; which, aſter being compleated, 
wes afterwards rifled and ſhut up. 


LEXANDRIA was at this time un- 

der the government of Lupas, who 
(ent early intelligence to the emperor of the 
commotion above-mentioned ; and the em- 
peror being well apprized of the ſeditious 
temper of the Jews, thought it adviſcable 
to prevent their meetings and conferences, 
leſt they ſhould be divided into parties, and 
tactions ſhould enſue; wherefore he com- 
manded Lupus to deſtroy the temple of 
the Jews in the city of Onion in Egypt; 


now ſpeak. 


At the period of the war betwixt An- 
tiochus, king of Syria, and the Jews at Je- 
ruſalem, Onias, the ſon of Simon, one of 


where Ptolemy, king of Fgypt, treated him 
in a friendly manner; partly on account of 


partly in reference to the following contract 
which was made between. them. Onias 
made one requeſt to Ptolemy, and engaged 
that, on condition he would comply with 
it, he would bring over all the Jews to his 
intereſt, Ptolemy promiſed his concur- 
rence to the utmoſt of his power; on which 
Onias named his requeſt, which was, that 
the Jews might be permitted to build a 
temple in ſome part of Egypt; where they 
might worſhip God, and enjoy the free 
exerciſe of their religion: and Onias diſ- 
played the advantages that would thence 
ariſe; that Antiochus would ſtill become 
more obnoxious to the Jews, and Ptolemy 


undiſturbed,” would put themſelves under 
the protection of the latter. 

This propoſal proving agreeable to Pto- 
lemy, he preſented the Jews with a piece 
of ground which was well adapted for their 
intended deſign, fituated in the diſtrict of 
Heliopolis, and one hundred and eighty 
furlongs from Memphis. On this ſpot 
Onias cauſed a caſtle to be erected, and 


not indeed to be compared with that at 
Jeruſalem ; though it had a tower on the 
ſame plan, ſixty cubits high, and was 
compoſed of ſtones of an immenſe ſize. It 
had likewiſe an altar built in the ſame form 
as that at Jeruſalem, and adorned with. a 
number of valuable things which had been 
reſented thereto: it is true that there Was 
no candleſtick; but in its ſtead there was 
a golden lamp of amazing brightneſs, which 


4! 


hung before the altar, ſuſpended by a chain 
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of which temple, and its founder, 1 thall 


the high-prieſts, was obliged to quit that 
city; whereupon he retired to Alexandria, 


his being an enemy to Antiochus, and 


Onias's re- 


queſt to 


Ptolemy. 


altogether their favourites; adding, that 
immenſe numbers, tempted by the oppor- 
tunity of enjoying their religious rights | 


A temple 


built for the, 
when that was finiſhed, he built a temple ; Jews 
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of gold, A wall of brick was built round [| ingratiating himſelf with the governor ; 
this temple, the gates of which were of || and to divert the ſtorm from falling on his 
ſtone. And a large income in land and own head, he charged the richeſt Jews of 
money was appropriated to its ſupport, the plate with being the contrivers and 
that the ſervice of God might be celebrated || promoters of the plot, Catullus was Jonathan iu. 
in the moſt folemn manner, Now in this charmed with this accuſation, and reflected Rates | 
procedure Onias was inſpired, not by mere || on it till he had in a manner declared wat Calla 
motives of religion, or unaffected goodneſs || againſt the Jews in his own mind. There 7 
of heart; but animated, in a great degree, || was one Alexander, a Jew, to whom Catul- 
by the enmity he bore to the Jews of Je- || lus had 'ong been a determined enemy; and 
ruſalem, who had obliged him to quit that || having inſtructed falſe witneſſes to accuſe 
lace. By the erection of this temple he || him, and his wife Berenice, they were both 
bane to entice to him many of thoſe who put to death. Soon afterwards no leſs than 5. , 
had abandoned him; and he was encou- || three thouſand perſons ſhared a fimilac fand es 
raged by reflecting on a prediction of the fate, at one time, through the arts of perjury, facriticed by 
prophet Iſaiah, reſpecting a temple to be Catullus, being now apprehenſive e 
erected in future time in Egypt by a Jew ;|| the capital Jews in other parts might detect 
and on another prophecy of nine hundred the vile plot of which he had been guilty, 
and ſeventy years old, which would well inſtructed Jonathan, and ſome other pri- 
bear a ſimilar interpretation” I ſoners, to exhibit” articles of complaint 
This is the hiſtory of the building of the || againſt ſuch of the Jews of Rome and A- 
temple. But Lupus having received the lexandtia, as were moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
commands of the emperor, as above-men- || their unblemiſhed reputation. Among the 
| tioned, went immediately to the place, || perſons thus accuſed was the writer of 
ſeized on a number of the valuable preſents || this hiſtory, Catullus now repaired to 
The jewim and offerings, and then ſhut up the temple. || Rome, taking with him, in chains, Jona- 
era After the death of Lupus, Paulinus ranſack- than and the reſt of his priſoners. He en- 
Te. ed the temple, threatening to puniſh the || tertained no doubt but that all enquiry 
prieſts ia the moſt exemplary manner, if was at an end, and that every thing he had 
they concealed a ſingle article. He abo-|| allerted would obtain full credit: but the 
liſhed all divine worſhip, made faſt the j| event of the affair proved that his contriv- 
| doors, and would. not permit any perſon|| ance had not ſucceeded as he could have 
to repair thither on religious motives. This || wiſhed : for Veſpaſian, entertaining great 
event happened at the end of three hundred || ſuſpicion, enquired diligently into the cir- 
and thirty-three years after the temple was || cumſtances of the caſe, in which he was 
fitſt built. aſſiſted by Titus, who adviſed him to de- 


CHAP XI. clare the innocence of Joſeph and the other 
5 3 perſons accuſed. This was accordingly 
Conclufion of this hiftory. done, and they were ſet at liberty; while 
HE whole country of Cyrene now || orders were given that Jonathan ſhould be 
felt the ill effects of the ſingular in-|| whipped, and then burnt alive; and this eee 
. ſolence of the Sicarii An enthuſiaſtic || ſentence was executed in its utmoſt rigour. 
1 weaver, named Jonathan, making his eſ-|| Veſpaſian and Titus were ſo merciful to 
ſeduc's a cape into that country, enticed great nums- {| Catullus, that for the preſent they permit- 
_—_—_ bers of weak and credulous people to fol- || ted him to eſcape unpuniſhed : but ſoon af- 
follow him, low him into the woods and deſarts, pre- ter this event he was attacked with a varict 
tending that he would ſhew them viſions || of diſeaſes. His limbs were filled with 
and wonderful prodigies : but ſeveral of pain, and his bowels with tormenting 
the moſt eminent Jews of Cyrene traced |{ gripes : but the aggravated horrors of his 
the affair to its ſource ; and, having learnt || mind greatly exceeded his bodily ſufferings. 
what rout the deluded people had taken, || He was haunted by the ghoſts of thoſe he 
and the real ſtate of the caſe, they ſent im- had murdered, beheld their apparitions, 
mediate intelligence thereof to Catullus, || and heard their outcries, He would fre- 
governor of the Pentapolian Lybia ; who|| quently ſtart from his bed, and ſhriek out, 
diſpatching a body of cavalry and infantry, ||as if he were burnt in the fire, or tortured 
intercepted them, and, as they were on the rack. His torments encreaſed, eil ere 4 
_ unarmed, they were made an eaſy conqueſt. || at length his bowels putrified, and fell from eh 
Many were taken priſoners, and conveyed his body. Thus ended the life of this 
to Catullus; but conſiderable numbers wicked man, who fell an exemplary ſacri- 
were killed on the ſpot. fice to the rigour of Divine vengeance. 
Joni than, the leader of theſe unhappy || Whatever may be the manner in which | 
people, effected his eſcape ; but diligent || I have conducted the preceding narrative, I 
feacch being made after him, he was at can without the ſmalleſt heſitation declare, 
length apprehended, and ſent priſoner toſ|that an adherence to truth has conſtantly 
Catullus. However he found a method of marked my endeavours. 


— 
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END OF THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 
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PHILO'S EMBASSY 


FROM THE 


JEWS or ALEXANDRIA, 


S.V- THE 


EMPEROR CAIUS CALIGULA. 


The AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


S:&:&S4 ILL the time never arrive 
when the experience and 


0 knowledge of age will ſuper- 
9 tede the folly of youth! When 

o we have attained to venerable 
fourſcore, ſhall we continue to act like 
children! What can be more abſurd than 
to place a dependance on fortune, which is 
ſubje& to continual variation, and neglect 
the dictates of nature, which is fixed in 
abſolute immutability ? Is it not to invert 
and confound the juit order and value of 
things to conſider thoſe as certainties which 


are every moment liable to change, and 
neglect thoſe which in their nature are in- 


capable of alteration and decay. The eye 
of the ſoul is by far more penetrating and 
quick than that of the body, excepring 


when its power is deſtroyed by an intem- 


perate indulgence of luxury, or, which in- 


| deed may be juſtly conlidered as the great- 


eſt misfortune, by ignorance and ſtupidity, 
naturally proceeding from the neglect ot 
rouſing the mental faculties from a ſtate of 
ſhameful inactivity. 

So numerous and wonderful have been 
the events that have occurred in our own 
days, that it is unneceſſary to recur to the 


hiſtory of ancient times to prove the exiſt- 
| ence of an over-ruling providence, which 


protects all people of virtue and piety, but 
particularly thoſe who adore and ſerve the 


Almighty with due humility and venera- ||g 


tion. The Chaldcans call ſuch people Iſ- 
raclites, ſignifying that they are the be- 
holders of the Lord; which is a bleſhng 
infinitely ſuperior to all the riches of the 


univerſe. 


— 
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It is not poſſible for words to give an 
adequate deſcription of the Supreme Being, 
who is ſo far above our weak conception 
that, if we advance, by the ſcale of his 
attributes, with a view to ſearch into the 
nature of the great origin of things, the 
myſtery (till appears utterly incomprehen- 
ſible. If the ſentiments of the whole crea- 
tion were to be declared by one tongue, no 
juſt explanation could be given of his om- 
nipotence ; his ſupreme dignity and pro- 


— ( ſ— — 
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| vidential wiſdom; and his unerring juſ- 


tice in the diſtribution of puniſhments and 
rewards, The divine vengeance even ope- 
rates often to the benefit of mankind; for 
it affords a conſciouſneſs of our delinquen- 
cy, and often deters us from regulating our 
conduct by wicked examples. 


CHAP, I. 


The great and uninterrupted felicity of the 
firſt jeven months of the reign of the em- 
peror Caius Caligula, the ſuccej/or of 
Tiberius. TT 


N the deceaſe of Tiberius, the imperi- 

al dignity devolved to Caius Caligula. 
When this prince aſſumed the throne, the 
Greeks and Barbarians, ſoldiers and burghers, 
lived in a ſtate of brotherhood, and in the 
mutual interchange of affection and friend- 
ſhip; and a profound tranquillity prevailed 
in all the provinces in the different quar= 
ters of the globe. The happineſs of Cali- 
ala was fo extraordinary as almoſt to ex- 
ceed credibility; he poſſeſſed an immenſe 
treaſure in coin, gold, and filver, maſufac- 
tured into articles of uſe and ornament, and 
a great quantity of thoſe valuable metals 
unwrought. His force, by ſea and land, 
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was prodigious; and his revenues were al- 


m ſt incxhauſtible, every inhabited part of 
tne world contributing towards the expences 
of his government. The Euphrates and the 
Rhine tormed the boundaries of his empire; 


the firſt boidering upon Germany and other 


barbarous nations, and the other upon the 
count ies ef the Parthians, the Sarmatians, 
the Scythians, &c. who were people equally 
unc'vilized with thoſe of Germany. Upon 
the continent, as well as in the iſlands, no- 


thing was known but the moſt perfect bap- | 


pinets; for the people of Rome and Italy, 
and thoſe of the ſeveral provinces ot Europe 


and Aſia, paſſed their time in a kind of 


uninterrupted teſtival, In the ſeveral vil- 
lages, towns and cities, altars, victims, fa- 
crifices, men clothed in white and adorned 
with garlands, horle-racing, and muſical 
concerts, merry- meetings, dancing to the 
lute and harp, and all other kinds of enter- 
tainment and recreations, were to be con- 
tinually met with, Such was the abun- 


dance of all the neceffaries of life, and ſo 
unwerlal was contentment and plcaſure, 


that debtors and creditors, domeſtics and 
ſuperiors, wete equally happy; and it ap- 
peared as if the poctical deſcription of Sa- 
turii's golden age was realized. This ſtate 


of general felicity continurd during the firſt 


ſeven months of the reign ot Caligula. 
„„ 
The illneſs and recovery of Caligula. 


N the eighth month of his reign, Caligu- 
la was attacked by a vielent and dange- 


| rous diſeaſe, having addicted himſelf to ſe- 


veral violent exceſſes; for, not ſatisfied with 
immoderate eating and drinking, it was bis 
cuſtom to take emetic draughts, in order 


that, by clearing his ſtomach, he might the 


ſooner return to the indulgence of luxury. 
He was violently addicted to every ſpecies 
of the moſt abominable ſenſuality, and 
practiſed uncleanneſſes with either ſex. In 
ſhort, his ungovernable, vulgar appetites, led 
him into every kind of debauchery that 
could tend to the deſtruction of the union 
between the ſoul and body. | 

The emperor's diſtemper ſeized him in 
the beginning of autumn, at which ſeaſon 
the ſhips employed in trading to different 
quarters of the globe, which could not 


' winter in foreign parts, were under the ne- 


ceſſity of. failing for their reſpective coun- 
tries. By this means intelligence of the 
emperor's dangerous indiſpoſition was in a 
ſhort time communicated to all parts of the 
world; in conſequence whereof a general 
mourning and lamentation took place, pro- 
ee to the great happineſs they had 

fore enjoyed; for they feared that a new 


prince might involve them in freſh wars. 


But the emperor, after a ſhort time, be- 
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gan to recover his former ſtate of health; 
and the happy news of this event was im- 
mediately tranſmitted to the moſt diſtant 
quarters of the univerſe. This grateful 
infor gion created in the people the ut- 
moſt impatience for the news of his perfect 
recovery; and, at length, by divers expreſ- 
ſes they learnt that he was entirely reſtored 
to his former ſtate of health and vigour; 
in conſequence of which the ſeveral pro- 
vinces immediatcly recovered their tran- 
quillity and happineſs; and this was the 
caſe with the inhabitants of the iffes as 
| as well as the people upon the continent, 
In fine, the memory of man could not 
produce an inſtance where the preſervation 
of a particular prince had been productive 
of ſuch univerſal tranſports of joy to any 
people or nation, as were manifeited on oc- 
caſion of the recovery of Caligula. It ap- 
peared as if, by a momentary tranſition, 
the people had bcen removed from a ſtate 
| of baibariſm to that of ſociable and civil 
life; from the diſorder and confuſion of 
deſarts, to the regularity of political com- 
munities. 


e Þ. tk 
Unexpefted alteration in the conduc of 
Caligula. 


HE profuſion of bounties and favours 
Which Caligula had diſtributed in 
all parts of Europe and Aſia, had acquired 
him the reputation of being the moſt 
uſtrious character that had hitherto been 
knou n, Whether conſidered as a public or 
a private benefactor: but this prince now 
ſo tar degenerated from that ſpecimen he 
afforded in the early part of his reign, 
whence it was univerſally concluded that 
be would prove a moſt glorious example to 
all future ſovereigns, as to become a moſt 
execrable moiſter of tyranny and cruelty : 
or, perhaps, it wou:d be moſt proper to ſay, 
he diveſted himſe:f of the maſk of hypo- 
criſy, and betrayed to the world his natural 
tyrannical, malevolent, and cruel diſpoſition. 
The empcror Tiberius had a grandchild, 

| the offspring of his ſon Druſus; and this 
grandchild reccived the name of Tiberius ; 
and Caius Caligula, the nephew of the em- 
peror Tiberius, was the deſcendant of Ger- 
manicus. In preference to the young Ti- 
berius, the emperor nominated Caligula to 
the imperial ſucceſſion, on the condition 
that he ſhould acknowledge the great obli- 
gation of his advancement to the throne by 
obſerving a due reſpect and attention to- 
wards his kinſman, But Caligula, inſtead 
of being touched with gratitude upon his 
advancement by adoption to that dignified 
ſtation, which Tiberius had a right toenjoy 
in virtue of his birth, carried bis inhuma— 
nity to ſuch an excels, as to caule the death 
f his near kiniman, the coneir of the 
throne 
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throne and the immediate ſucceſſor of the 
emperor Tiberius, under the pretext that 
the youth had engaged in a conſpiracy for 
depriving him of life. The tender age of 
Tiberius conſtituted a ſufficient proof that 
the accuſation adduced againſt him was 
founded in utter improbability. It was the 
generally received opinion, that had Tibe- 
rius been but a few years older, he would 
indiſputably have been appointed the ſuc- 
ceſſor of his grandfather, who, it was alſo 
ſuppoſed, would have removed Caligula, 
againſt whom he had already conceived 
ſome jealouſy. 

With a view to effect the deſtructiön of 
young Tiberius, Caligula ſummoned him 
into his preſence, and aſſembled a council 
of his friends, to whom he addrefled a diſ- 
courſe to the following purport : 

„Towards Tiberius I entertain not only 
that regard which is due to him as being 
my coulin-german, but I even eſteem him 
with the tenderneſs of a brother; and there 
is nothing I more anxiouſly defire than to 
admit him to an equal ſhare of the ſove- 
reignty, in compliance with the laſt will 
and teſtament of his grandfather. 
alas ! we are all fully ſenſible that youth and 
inexperience are unequal to the weighty 
cares of government, The tender age of 
Tiberius renders it neceſſary that he ſhould 
be placed under the direction of a gover- 
nor. Would it not then be an inſtance of 
extreme imprudence to inveſt the youth 
with a commiſſion for the exerciſe of au- 
thority over others? Was it not for this 
I ſhould relieve myſelf from one part of 
the laborious office of governing ſo many 
nations, and render leſs formidable the 
danger I am continually expoſed to of 
ſinking under the burthen of public admi- 
niſtration. So great is my affection for 
Tiberius, that I here ſolemnly pledge my- 
{elf to receive him as a ſon and pupil, and 
faithfully acquit myſelf towards him in the 
characters of a father and a governor ; and, 
let it be obſerved, that from this moment 
he is to be conſidered as being, under my 
immediate protection.“ 

This artful addreſs effectually removed 
every obſtruction to the abominable deſign 
which Caligula had conceived of deſtroy- 
ing the young prince, the Roman law in- 
veſting parents with an abſolute authority 
over their children, and giving to the ſu- 
preme magiſtrate an equally abſolute and 
uncontroulable power over the people. 

At a convenient opportunity Caligula ac- 
cuſed Tiberius of being an enemy, and con- 
ducted himſelf towards the youth according- 
ly ; and it is related, that in the accompliſh- 
ment of his cruel deſign againſt Tiberius, he 
commanded the youth to become his own 
executioner in the preſence of a number of 
tribunes and centurions, who were prohi- 
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bited from aſſiſting him in the action: and 
the pretence of the barbarous tyrant on this 
occaſion was, that it would prove injurious 
to the imperial dignity, if the blood of the 


ſhed by any but royal hands. Cali- 
gula endeavoured to conceal the enotmit 
of this tranſaction, in pretending that he 


acted under the influence of a religious in- 
tention, 


This unhappy young prince, who had 
never been witneſs to the ſpilling of blood, 


either in real engagements or the repreſen— 
tations of battles, which during the times 
of peace are practiſed by the military peo- 
ple, preſented his throat to the ſpectators, 
entreating them reſpectively to put an end 
to his life: but they all declined a compli- 
ance; in conſequence of which he took a 


what part of his body he could moſt effec=- 
tually direct the weapon to put a ſpecdy 
period to a miſerable exiſtence. They in- 
ſtructed him where to ſtrike, and he in- 


his ſtrokes while any ſtrength remained. 
CHAP, IV; 


Macro, commander of the Pretorian troops, 
expo/tulating with Caligula on the impro- 
priety of his conduct, be puts both Macro 
and his wife to death. 


6 imagined that there now 


remained no man of ſufficient conſe- 


of government: and he determined that 
Macro, the commander of the Pretorian 
bands, ſhould be the next object of his cru- 
elty and ingratitude. | 

Caligula was indebted to Macro for many 
important ſervices after his advancement 
to the throne; but his zealous endeavours 
in favour of the emperor are not to be con- 
ſidered as any evidence of extraordinary 


paraſites are ever attendant upon perſons 
in exalted ſtations, whoſe inclinations it is 


the buſineſs of their lives to conſult and 


gratify. While Caligula remained in a 
private fituatien, he received many in- 
ſtances of friendſhip from Macro; and it 
was principally through his influence that 
Tiberius was induced to nominate Caligu- 


la as the ſucceſſor to the imperial dignity. 


The emperor Tiberius being a man of 


common ſagacity and depth of penetration, 
it will conſequently be ſuppoſed that he 
poſſeſſed a knowledge of the human heart; 
and indeed he was in this point inferior 
to no man of his time. Tiberius con- 
ceived a very ſtrong ſuſpicion and jealouſy 


that Caligula was an inveterate enemy to 


the 


deſcendants of royalty was permitted to be 


poniard, and requeſted to be informed to 


ſtantly followed their directions, repeating 


quence to raiſe a party againſt him, or to 


interrupt him in the tyrannical exerciſe 


attachment, ſince it will be found that court 


long experience in the world, and of an un- 
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the whole Claudian family, and that if _ from an imitation of their geſtures and at- 


tertained any tenderneſs or regard towards 
any of thoſe with whom he was connected by 
ties of confanguinity, his affection was 
confined entirely to his relations on his mo- 
ther's fide: and hence he became exceedingly 
diſtreffed on account of hisgrandchild, whom 
after his deceaſe he feared might be expoled 
to great difficulties and danger. He con- 
ſidered Caligula as wholly unequal to the 
important office of governing ſo ee 
an empire. 

But Macro uſed every pofitble means to 
remove theſe unfavourable impreſſions, by 
aſſerting that Caligula cheriſhed a moſt ten- 
der regard for his kinſman, and had repeat- 
edly declared that he would gladly reſign in 
his favour every poſſible pretenſion to 
the right of ſucceeding to the throne; add- 
ing that it was the misfortune of Caligula 
to have the natural modeſty and reſerve of 
his temper interpreted into a want of ſpirit 
and diſcernment. 
operating with the defired effect on the 
emperor, Macro propofed to engage his own 
perſon as a ſecurity that Caligula would not 
prove unworthy. _ 

Inſhort, he was ſo indefatigable in promot- 
ing the intereſt of Caligula, that he availed 
himſelf of every opportunity of influen-| 
eing Tiberius in his favour, by afſiduouſly 
endeavouring to defend him againſta variety 
of ſuſpicions and prejudicial reports. Many, 
however, were of opinion, that Macro ex- 
erted his intereſt with the emperor in con- 
ſideration of the great deference and reſpect 
obſerved toward him by Caligula: but a ſtill 


to proceed from the perſuaſions of his wife, 
alledging that, being engaged in a private 
amour with Caligula, ſhe was therefore in- 
duced to urge her huſband to let no occaſion 
eſcape of rendering proofs of friendſhip to the 
young man. | 

Being entirely ignorant and unſuſpicious 
of his wife's infidelity, Macro believed her 
careſſes to be proofs of the violence of her 
affection; and the inſinuating artifices prac- 
tiſed upon him operated ſo powerfully, that 
he conſidered the very perfons who were 
treacherouſly labouring to deſtroy his hap- 
pineſs as bearing towards him the moſt 
fincere and exalted friendſhip. 

Macro, having repeatedly afforded Caligu- 
la relief in great extremities, wherein his life 
was in the moſt imminent danger, con- 
ceived that he might preſume to ſpeak with 
more freedom than would be conſiſtent with 
the ſituation of any other perſon. He was 
exceedingly anxious to prevent him from 
indulgtng vicious inclinations. 

When he perceived him aſleep at table, 
it was his cuſtom to rouſe him; when danc- 
ers and tumblers ſo engroſſed the em- 


Theſe perſuafions not 


titudes; when he gave way to violent 
burſts of laughter at the groſs conceits and 
vulgar jokes of a ftage-buffoon ; or conde- 
(cended to accompany the ſingers or per- 
formers on mulical inſtruments; Macro, 
on theſe occahons, if feated near him, never 
omitted his endeavours to diſcourage him 
by a wink expreſſive of his meaning, touch- 
ing him with his elbow, or by ſome other 
private intimation. 

But theſe friendly efforts ſerved only to 
encreaſe the enmity of Caligula; which at 
length arrived to fo high a degree, that he 
formed the barbarous reſolution of ſacrifi- 
cing Macro to his revenge. He therefore 
employed himſelf in ſuggeſting the means 
to execute his horrid deſign; and while he 
| was revolving this ſubje& in his mind, he 
| conceived that an expreſſion uſed by Macro 
afforded him a favourable opportunity of 
advancing a criminal charge againſt him 
which would bear a plauſible appearance, 
and effeQtually anſwer his purpoſe. Theſe 
are the words on which Caligula deter- 
mined to found his accuſation. 

Caligula is an emperor of my own mak- 
ing; and the obligations he owes to me are 
far greater than what he owes even to his 
father. Thrice did Tiberius reſolve to 
put him to death; but as often did I exert 
my influence, whereby the emperor's rage 
was averted. After the deceaſe of Tiberius, 
I ſurrendered to Caligula the Pretorian bands, 
over whom 1 held the command, exhorting 
them to obferve a rigid obedience to him, 
and admoniſhing them that the empire 
could not be preſerved entire and in perfect 
(ecurity, unleſs the ſovereign authority were 
invefted in one perſon. 

Many perſons bore teſtimony that Macro 
had, in their preſence, ſpoken to the above 


| purpoſe, but were entirely ignorant of the 
intentions of Caligula. 


In ſhort, a few 
days after this he cauſed the death of the 
anhappy Macro and his wife. To height- 
en his revenge, he cauſed them to be their 
own executioners, notwithſtanding the crt- 
minal intimacy which was faid to have ex- 
iſted between himſelf and Macro's wite. 
Caligula even carried his cruelty to ſuch 
exceſs, as to Cauſe all the domeſtics of 
this unhappy man to be put to death, 


| 


CHAP. V. 


— 


Caligula cauſes Marcus Sylanustobeputto death. 
This murder followed by ſeveral others. 


6 now meditated a third act 
of cruelty, the accompliſhment of 
which he thought would require the utmoſt 
exertion of his {kill and addreſs. 


peror's attention, that he could not teftain Marcus Sylanus, father in law to Cali- 


gula, 
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bula, was a man of great bravery, generous! 
ſentiments; and noble extractions His 
daughter died at an early period of life; 
but he till continued to obſerve an equal 
degree of affection towards Caligula; not 
doubting but he ſhould experience a due 
return of kindneſs and eſteem, being en- 
tirely ignorant and unſuſpicious of the real 
diſpoſition of his iniquitous ſon-in-law. 
Sylanus, being naturally of a frank and 
open temper, frequently addrefſed Caligu- 
la on the ſubjects of morality and politics, 
recommending to him a juſt and equitable 
adminiſtration of government, and an irre- 
roachable conduct in private life, being 
{till deeply ſenſible» of a tender affliction 
conſequent on the unhappy circumſtance 
of his daughter's death, imagined that his 
friendly expoſtulations could not be inter- 
pfreted into the cauſe of offence, ſince it 
was ſcarcely poſſible that, in ſo ſhort a 
time, the ſenſe of affinity could be oblitera- 
ted from the mind of Caligula; 
But the emperor flattered himſelf that 
his wiſdom, moderation, valour, juſtice, 
and other qualifications, had rendered his 
character fo diſtinguiſhed, that it was inca- 
pable of greater perfection: he therefore 
conſidered friendly council as reproach and 
inſult, ſince it implied the poſſibility of his 
amendment; and hence he deemed his 
moſt firm and faithful friends to be his 
moſt inveterate enemies. He conceived, 
in particular, a moſt violent averſion to Sy- 
lanus, as being a kind of check to the in- 
dulgence of his extravagant and unruly paſ- 
ſions ; and his enmity encreaſed to ſuch an 
outrageous degree, that he renounced all 
regard to the memory of his deceaſed: 
wife, and determined on the unnatural 
ſcheme of facrificing the life of Sylanus, 
who had inconteſtibly proved himſelf a 
moſt tenderly affetionate father-in-Jaw, 
and a fincere and diſintereſted friend. 

The death of Sylanus was followed by 
that of many of the moſt conſiderable per- 
ſons of the empire: and when the news of 
theſe murders was propagated among the 
public they conſidered them with aſtoniſh- 
ment and horror; but they ſuppreſſed a 
public declaration of their ſentiments, leſt 
they ſhould incur the reſeatment of the 
cruel tyrant. Many, however, being of 
unſteady tempers, and liable to impoſition, 
could not entertain an idea that a prince 
who had ſhewn ſuch remarkable inſtances 
of humanity and moderation, could, by a 


momentary tranſition, become a moſt| 


bloody and mercileſs tyrant; and hence 
they endeavoured to juſtify the iniquitous 


conduct of which he bad been guilty, by 


arguments to the following effect: 5 
« No cenſure can juſtly fall upon Cali- 

gula for his behaviour to young Tiberius, 

fince the nature of things will not admit 


chat a divided ſovereignty can be conſiſtent 
with the ſafety of a ſtate: and therefofe 
the removal of the youth was a preventive 


| meaſure indiſpenſably neceſſary ; eſpecially 


if it be conſidered that, had Tiberius poſ- 
ſeſſed the power, he would unqueſtionably 


| have taken away the life of the emperor. 


—_— 


— r 5 Mo" 


Caligula is by no means deſerving to be re- 
probated as a cruel murderer ; but; on the 
contrary, is to be conſidered as the inſtru- 
ment of Divine Providence, by whoſe de- 
cree he put an end to the life of Tiberius; 


in order to ſecure the ſafety and happineſs 


of mankind. | 

The fame perſons thus argued in exte- 
nuation of the murder of Macro. 
Macro proved himſelf a man of an 
imperious and preſuming diſpoſition; he be- 
came wholly regardleſs of the Delphic ora- 
cle, which commands every man to #now 
himfelf'; from which admirable leſſon we 
are to underſtand that we cannot be un- 
happy while we ſtrictly conform to it, nor 
fail to be miſerable when we hold it in 
contempt. Can it be ſaid that to interfere 
in the province of ſovereignty is confiſtent 
with the duty of a ſubject ;, or that he is 
excuſeable for obtruding upon a prince in- 
ſtructions for the diſcharge of the fuctions 
of his high office?” 

They ſuggeſted the following excuſes 
reſpeing the cruelty of Caligula towards 
Sylanus: 

The conduct of Sylanus was extremely 
abſurd in aſſuming over a ſon-in-law an 
authority ſimilar to that which men have a 
right to exerciſe over their immediate de- 
ſcendants. It is uſual among private citi- 
zens to relinquiſh the paternal authority 
when their children are engaged in offices 
of truſt, or meet with honourable prefer- 
ment. Sylanus could have no claim to the 
honour of being father-in-law to the empe- 


|ror ; for the affinity ceaſed with the death 


of his daughter; but he, notwithſtanding, 
had the preſumption to expoſtulate with 
Caligula on affairs of adminiſtration, where- 
in he could not juſtly pretend to have even 
the leaſt concern. It is beyond contradic- 
tion that marriage connects families in a 
{tate of alliance: but it is equally certain 
that the alliance is temporary ; for the dit- 
ſolution of all relationſhip neceſſarily takes 
place upon the deceaſe of either of the 
contracting parties.” 

In the above manner did people endea- 
vour to reſcue Caligula from the imputa- 
tion of criminal actions. They were ſo pre- 
poſſeſſed in favour of the ſuppoſed extraordi- 
nary generoſity, moderation, juſtice, ten- 
derneſs of diſpoſition, and other perfections 


could not conceive him 7 nag of a con- 

duct that could merit cenſure; nor that it 

ha poſſible, after having moſt glociouſly 
8 D | | 


in the character of this prince, that they 


diſ- 
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diſtinguiſhed himſelf beyond the example 


of former ſovereigns, he could degenerate, 


by ſo ſudden a change, to the oppoſite ex- 


treme of wickedneſs. 


CHAP. VL 
Fhe extravagant vanity of Caligula. 
E cruel murders of Tiberius, Ma- 


Caligula as ſo many 


pire. The death of Tiberius relieved him 
from all apprehenſion of his right to the ſo- 
vereignty being conteſted ; he was eaſy reſ- 
pecting the ſoldiery, ſince Macro, who had 
poſſeſſed a great inffuence over them, was 
now effectually removed; and he judged 
himſelf perfectly ſecure with reſpect to the 
ſenate, in conſequence of the death of Sy- 
lanus, who commanded a great intereſt in, 
and had been eſteemed one of the moſt 
olorious ornaments of, that illuſtrious aſ- 
fembly. Having then effected the deftruc- 


tion of every perſon whom he apprehended | 
might prove an obſtacle to the unlimited in- | 

dulgence of his extravagant humours, he 
conceived the vain deſign of aſſuming the 


character of a demi- god, and exacting the 
honours and obedience obſerved towards the 
deities: and to reconcile himſelf to this 


a 
ä ——. —— — 
— — 2 


ero, and Sylanus, were conſidered by 


. 


— 


ridiculous ſcheme, he argued in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

„Since thoſe who have the command 
of beaſts in the fields, as goatherds, ſhep- 
herds, herdſmen, and people of other deno- 
minations, are neither goats, ſheep, nor 
oxen, but are of a very different ſpecies, be- 
ing creatures endowed with rational facul- 
ties, and infinitely ſuperior, in every reſpec, 
to the animals under their direction; on 


/ 


the ſame principles, it may be preſumed| 


that the ſovereign of the univerſe has an 
equitable claim to an exaltation beyond the 
ſcale of human nature, and to exact the ve- 
neration of a deity.” 


Having determined upon this abſurd and 


__ 
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preparing to undertake as being worthy the 
imperial character; and he proceeded by 


degrees to the gratification of his ambitious | 


views. His firſt imaginary exaltation. was 
in aſſuming the character of demi-gods ; 


ſuch as Hercules, Bacchus, Caſtor, Pollux, can never prove injurious while it is made 
Amphiaraus, Amphilochus, Trophonius, 


and others. He turned the oracles and 
ceremonies of theſe deities into ſubjects of 
ridicule, but ſtill elaimed a right to the 
enſigns and privileges belonging to them, 
with the view of advancing the honor of 
his own character. 

It was the cuſtom of this man, like a 


- - | 
theatrical performer, to be continuall: 


„ 


* 


— 


— 


victories over the 
moſt formidable enemies he had in the em- 


der his appearance exactly conformable 


to that of the parties whom he was deſirous 
to perſonate. At one time he would ftrive 


|at an imitation of Hercules, being habited 
{in the fkin of a lion, and carrying a club in 


his hand ; ſometimes he would aſſume the 
appearance of Caſtor or Pollux, wearing a 
cap upon his head ſimilar to thoſe uſed: by 
the illuſtrious brothers: and to perſonate 
Bacchus he would wear the ſkin of a faun, 
and provide himſelf with a thyrſis wreathed 
with ivy. 

The circumſtance that moſtly attracted 
the admiration of the public was, not that 
Caligula, like Geryon, had three bodies, 
but that he poſſeſſed the wonderful power 
of aſſuming ſuch an extenſive variety of 


characters as nearly to rival Proteus. 


What value didſt thou, Caius, imagine 
would be added..o thy character by a vain 
reſemblance of the figures of the demi-gods, 
when you wholly neglected an imitation of 
their virtues, which would have been an 
employment whence you might have deriv- 
ed immortal honour? Hercules engaged in 


his laberious and hazardous undertakings 


from the noble motive of delivering the 
univerſe, both by ſea and land, from the 
monſters that infeſted it, to the great inter- 
ruption of the happineſs and ſecurity of 
mankind. Vines were planted and culti- 
vated by Bacchus, who extracted from their 
fruit a beverage highly grateful to the pa- 
late, and poſſeſſed the quality of improving 


— 


the corporeal ſtrength and natural vigour of 


— 


changing habits, intending thereby to ren- 


the mind: beſides adding to our bodily 
power, the juice of the grape has the virtue 
of giving us greater activity, and contribut- 
ing towards the encreaſe and preſervation 
of health: it charms our cares to ſleep, 
renders us inſenſible to afflictions, and in- 
ſpires us with the hope of a more auſpicious 


fortune; a chearful draught relieves us from 


the languor and fatigue of long continued 


inen. The ſalutary effects of wine are not 
| 
vain deſign, his diſtempered imagination | 
repreſented the employment which he was| 


experienced alone by people in a civilized 
ſtate, but even by the moſt barbarous na- 
tions, Feaſts, entertainments, muſic, danc- 
ing and merry-meetings, would no longer 


be attractive if the ſpirits of the company 


were not to be occaſionally exhilarated b 

the generous juice expreſſed from the fruit 
of the vine. But it is unneceſſary any longer 
to dwell on the virtues of wine, which 


uſe of with moderation. 

Caſtor and Pollux are repreſented as be- 
ing tho twin ſons of Jupiter: one of them 
is ſaid to have been immortal, but that he 
ſhared with his brother the privilege of not 


| being ſubje to the common lot of huma- 


nity, becauſe his fraternal affection was ſo 
great that he could not ſupport the idea of 


y (| being left eternally to deplore the irrepara- 


ble loſs he ſhould ſuſtain in the death of his 


tenderly- 
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tetiderly-beloved brother. The noble be- 
haviour of this man is unparalleled ; for 
what greater ſacrifice can be imagined than 
that of one brother reſigning in favour 
of the other a part of his privilege of enjoy- 
ing an eternal exiſtence, and rendering 
| himſelf, in a proportionate degree, ſubject 
to the power of death. The contempora- 
ries of theſe heroic brothers paid them 
great deference and veneration ; nor has 
their juſtly acquired renown yet ſuffered 
the leaſt diminution. By the great bene- 
fits which they conferred upon mankind, 
and their exemplary virtues, theſe worthies 
acquired to themſelves the honour of being 
conſidered as demi-gods. 

But have you, Caligula, purſued a con- 
duct that you could reaſonably expect 
would entitle. you to divine honours ? Let 
us firſt ſpeak of Caſtor and Pollux. Can 
an inſtance be produced of a greater diffi- 
milarity of character than what will appear 
upon drawing a compariſon between your- 
. ſelf and thoſe illuſtrious brothers? So far 
from being inſpired with a noble emula- 
tion of their unbounded friendſhip, and 
heroic generoſity, you have cruelly bathed 
your hands in the blood of an innocent| 
youth, whom it was your- duty to treat 


with the utmoſt tenderneſs of a brother; 


for, excluſive of his alliance to you by the 
ties of blood, he had a juſt and indiſpurable 


claim to a co-partnerſhip in the imperial 


dignity, With a view to ſecure yourſelf 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of the throne, you 
condemned the ſiſters of Tiberius to perpe-| 
tual baniſhmenr. | 

In what reſpect is it that you have acted 
in conformity to the example of Bacchus? 
Of what diſcoveries are you the author, 
whereby the world derives any kind of ad- 
vantage? Have you, in any one inſtance, 
contributed towards the peace or happineſs 
of mankind? It muſt, indeed, be allowed 
that you are not deſtitute of invention; but 
your inventions, like epidemical diſeaſes, 
convert joy into affliction, and render life 
inſupportable. To gratify your inſatiable 
avarice your coffers are daily repleniſhed 
with immenſe treaſures from the four quar- 
ters of the globe: but inſtead of paying 
grateful acknowledgments for the readi- 
neſs and punctuality with which the people 
combine to raiſe ſo conſiderable a revenue 
as you enjoy, you continually oppreſs them 
by exacting the payment of heavy and un- 
precedented taxes. In ſhort, the unrelenting 
cruelty of your diſpoſition has diſtinguiſhed 
you as an object of public abhorrence, and 
your tyrannical and oppreſſive meaſures in 
the magiſterial capacity have rendered 
your government wholly intolerable. Theſe 
facts are incontrovertable; therefore you in 
no ſingle inſtance bear the leaſt reſemblance 


— 
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Hercules engaged and perſevered in ſuch 
heroic and laborious undertakings as ap- 
peared utterly impoſſible for human pow- 
er to accompliſh; and in theſe he proved 
at once indefatigable and ſucceſsful. His 
glorious actions proceeded from the pub- 
lic ſpirited defire of enacting ſuch laws as 
ſhould opetate to the general advantage of 
mankind by caufing a plenty, and eſta- 
bliſhing peace and promoting commerce 
throughout the world. This is a conciſe 
account of the real character of Hercules. 
Sofar from imitating the virtues of this heroz 
Caligula is of an inactive, dull, and heavy 


pretenſions to bravery, that in the whole 
human race there cannot be found a more 
timorous creature: this man ſeems to de- 
light in baniſhing good order and happi- 
neſs from ſociety, and introducing in their 
place tumults, ſeditions, and every ſpecies 
of miſery, that can interrupt the felicity of 
mankind. There cannot be imagined a 
greater diſparity than appears on a compa- 


ligula has the effrontery to declare himſelf 


the rival of Hercules, and to claim public 
veneration as being a demi-god. 


CHAP; VII. 


Mars. 


HE vanity and preſumption of Cali- 


| gula encreaſed, at length, to ſuch an 


immoderate degree, that he could no longer 
be contented in the idea of being conſidered 


exacting the honours paid to the deities of 
the ſuperior order, as Mercury, Apollo; 
and Mars. He firſt determined to perſonate 
Mercury; and cloathed himſelf in a man- 
tle, reſembling the garment of that deity, 
carried a white rod in his hand, and wore 
buſkins with wings affixed to them. He 
now diveſted himſelf of the ornaments and 
enſigns of Mercury, and aſſumed the ap- 
pearance of Apollo, 
crown repreſenting the beams of the ſun 
upon his head; and to convey an intima- 
tion that he would be flow to puniſh of- 
fences and zealous to execute benevolent of- 
fices, he carried a bow and arrows in his 
left and the graces in his right hand. 

After this he cauſed holy ſongs to be ſung, 
and dances to be exhibited in honour of the 
new deity, though but a ſhort time had 
elapſed ſince he had been contented with 
being diſtinguiſhed by the names of Liver, 
Evius, and Lycæus. In order to counter- 


feit Mars, he provided himſelf with a coſtly 


headpiece, ſword and buckler, and marched 
with prieſts and bravoes attending him on 
each fide, ready to obey his inhuman com- 


of Bacchus. 


mands ; for he ridiculouſly imagined _ 
by 


diſpoſition ; and ſo faſely grounded are his 


riſon of theſe two characters: and yet Ca- 


Caligula perſmates Mercury, Apoll, and 


as a demi-god, but became ambitious of 


wearing a radiant | 
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his words and actions have ſo invariably 
militated againſt every idea of good order, | 


PHIL O's 


by ſpreading deſtruction, and an iridiſcrimi- 
nate ſpilling of blood, he ſhould gain a more 
near reſemblance to the god of war. This 


ſpectacle ſtruck the ſpectators with the ut- | 


moſt aſtoniſhment and horror ; they were 
unable, calmy and unmoved, to behold an 
audacious impoſtor arrogating to himſelf 
the honour of the deities, to whoſe virtues 
he was an abſolute ſtranger, and to whom 
he bore not the leaſt ſimilarity in any re- 
ſpe& but in a ridiculous imitation of their 
habits, which conveyed no other meaning 
than that the gods are bountiful to thoſe 
who bear towards them an unaffected love 
and veneration. 

The moral implied by the winged buſkins 
of Mercury is only that, being the ambaſſa- 
dor or meſſenger of the gods, according to 
the import of the Greek word, and the 
bearer of happy intelligence (for we cannot 
ſuppoſe that either gods or good and wiſe 
men would willingly be the propagators of 
unfortunate events) rapidity of motion is 
neceſſary in the conveyance of intelligence 
requiring diſpatch, The wand, or white 


tod, of Mercury, is to be underſtood as the 


enſign of one who is commiſſioned to make 
a league or reftore peace; for it is the of- 


fice of the herald, by agreement or truce, || 


to ſtop the progreſs of hoſtilities ; and but 
for this mediation there would be no end 
to the horrors and devaſtation of war. 


What motive coald induce Caligula to 


affix wings to his buſkins? Did he there- 
by expect todiſperſe throughout the empire 


an idea of the abominable wickedneſs of 


his life, and the execrable profligacy of | 
his manners ? Inſtead of publiſhing his 

crimes to the world, he ſhould have follow- | 
ed the. dictates of prudence in burying the| 
recollection of them in perpetual oblivion. | 
What reaſon had he for adopting the enfign 
of a ſpeedy paſſage, ſince, without chang- | 


ing his ſituation, he might be conſidered || 
as the inexhauſtible ſource from which the 


ftreams of miſery were inceſſantly to flow, 
till they had overwhelmed the whole uni- 
verſe? Is not his bearing a white rod a 
moſt palpable evidence of abſurdity, fince 


— 


tranquillity, and happineſs ? In all his con- 

cerns both with the Greeks and Barbarians, 

whether in private families, towns, or ci- 
ties, he has conſtantly proved himſelf the 

promoter of diſagreements, inſurrections, 

and civil hoſtilities, It will, then, become 

this fictitious deity to relinquiſh the appel- 

lations, and diveſt himſelf of the honoarable | 
enſigns, which are in every reſpect ſo high. 
ly inconſiſtent with his character. 


Caligula bears not a nearer reſemblance | 


to Apollo than to Mercury. He wears, 
indeed, a radiant crown upon his head, 
and his ornament exhibits a very ingenious 
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[ repteſentation of the beams of the ſun ; but 


we are ſenſible that ithe ſun and light 
are not favourable witneſſes to the perpe- 
tration of the moſt horrible iniquities. 
Virtuous actions cannot have too man 
ſpectators, and will bear the light of the 
ſun in the fulneſs of his meridian luſtre ; 
but let thoſe who are guilty of impious 
deeds; which ate the works of night and 
darkneſs, ſeek to conceal themſelves in the 
regions of perpetual obſcurity. To afford 
a nearer etnblem of his real diſpoſition, 
Caligula ſhould carry the bow and arrow 
in his right, and the graces in his left, or, 
indeed, it would be more proper if he were 
to caſt the latter entirely from him; for it 
has been his conſtant practice to effect the 
deſtruction of men, women, children, fa- 
milies, and even whole cities; and that he 
has no kind of pretenſion to the credit of 
benevolence, bounty and tenderneſs, which 
are intimated by the figures of the graces, 
is notoriouſly evident from the intolerable 
oppreſſions of which he has been guilty for 
the gratification of his inſatiable avarice. 

As to the article of phyſic, the counter- 
feit bears no greater reſemblance to the real 
Apollo than in other reſpects. So far from 
being the author of falutary medicines, or 
exerting a benevolent deſire of affording aſ- 
ſiſtance to mankind by preventing or remov- 
ing bodily afflictions, he infects thoſe in 
erſect health, makes cripples of men 
whoſe limbs are ſound, and by treacherouſly 
poiſoning, and other means, babarouſly de- 
ſtroys people without regard to ſex, age, or 
rank in life. His rage has been moſt parti- 
cularly directed againſt the people of wealth 
and diſtinction in Italy; and had not Di- 
vine juſtice put a check upon his iniquitous 
proceedings, a virtuous and rich inhabitant 
of that country would ſcarcely have been 
ſuffered to ſurvive; for his avarice and cru- 
elty were equally without bounds, and a 
greater profuſion of gold and ſilver had 
been amaſſed in Italy than in all the other 
parts of the globe together. 

But no part of Caligula's conduct excites 
greater wonder than his extravagant vanity 
in pretending to the ſtrength and courage of 
Mars; for both his mind and body are ef- 
feminate and debilitated; but he makes no 
ſeruple of impoſing the moſt groſs decep- 
tions upon the multitude; for which pur- 
poſe he transforms himſelf into a variety of 
appearances. There cannot exiſt a greater 
contrariety than will be found on drawing 
compariſon between Caligula and the god of 
war. I mean not the fabulous Mars, but 


— 


6 


- 


that which ſignifies aprompitude forexertion 
of bravery and power in favour of the in- 
nocent and oppreſſed, according to the 
meaning of the Greek word, Ares from A- 
regein, to help, or aſſiſt. Two names arg 


siven to the fabulous Mars ; he receives 


One 
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one of them as being the friend and pro- 
moter of peace as far as it operates to the 
advantage of the public ; and the other as 
being equally ſanguine for the proſecution 
of war, wherein blood, confuſion, and hor- 
ror, muſt neceſſarily prevail. 


HAP. VII. 


The Tews refuſe to venerate the emperor as 
a divinity. 


HE Jews, who had before enjoyed 
the moſt perfe& felicity, ſeverely 
experienced the effects of Caligula's unex- 
ampled wickedneſs. Being a people edu- 
cated by parents and preceptors to a rigid 
adherefice to the doctrines of the hol 
{criptures, a due obſervance of the law of 
nature, a belief in the exiſtence of but one 
God, the Father, Creator, and Preſerver of 
'the whole world, the emperor imagined 
that the principles they ſo unanimouſly 
profeſſed would naturally induce them to 
oppoſe his defigns ; but he was not in the 
leaſt apprehenſive of obſtruction from any 
other quarter. 
In compliance with the humour of the 
deteſtable tyrant, many of the Romans com- 


— 


were forcibly entered; and men, women, 
and children, cruelly driven from thoſe 


hoſpitable retreats; and all our moſt valu- 


able effects wete ſeized: Our oppreſſors 


entertained not the leaſt dread of being ap- 
prehended and rendered amenable to juſtice; 


cealment of their atrocious crimes, but 
continued their depredations in open day; 
and their audacity was ſuch; that they oſten- 
tatioully expoſed to each other the pro- 
perty which they had fo infamouſly obtain- 
ed. Many who had formed themſelves 
into companies, and agreed equally to di- 
vide the ſpoil they ſhould gain, aſſembled 
in the public market for the purpoſe of al- 


y | lotting and receiving their reſpectiye por- 


tions of the booty ; and the real proprietors 
of the effects ſo ſurreptitiouſly acquired 
were the melancholy witneſſes to this in- 


bined in offering a moſt degrading affront to 


the liberties of their country by introducing 
into the empire the modes of worſhip prac- 
tiſed by the barbarous nations. But Caligula 
was convinced that, rather than violate the 
religious rites of their country, the Jews 
would chearfully ſurrender their lives, che- 
riſhing the firm belief that they ſhould be 
tranſlated into the regions of eternity. 
Indeed, they were the people againſt 
whom he particularly directed his venge- 
ance : he reduced them to a ſtate of the 
moſt vile and abject flavery that has ever 
diſgraced human nature; and therefore they 
had ſufficient reaſon to reprobate him for 
having infamouſly neglected to act as the 
common father and protector of his ſub- 
A 


. 
Horrid cruelties exerciſed upon the Fews- 
Statues dedicated to the honour of Caligula. 


HE inhabitants of Alexandria having 
gained intelligence of the implacable 
enmity of Caligula towards their brethren, 
entered into a conſpiracy, determining to 
add every poſſible aggravation to the miſe- 
ry of thoſe unhappy people who were al- 
ready ſinking under the weight of intolera- 
ble perſecution. 
Our enemies were ſo unanimous, and the 
injurious treatment we received was offered 
in ſo open and daring a manner, that it ap- 
peared as if the emperor actually gave en- 
couragement to thoſe who were labouring 
to effect our deſtruction. Our habitations 


famous buſineſs; and they were groſsly 
inſulted under their misfortunes with con- 
temptuous reflection and virulent abuſe. 

In addition to theſe villainous proceed- 
ings, many thouſands of our people, men, 
women and children, were confined in a 
ſmall ſpace, like beaſts in a pound; and as 
they were, entirely deſtitute of proviſions, 
it was expected that they would periſh in a 
ſhort time, either through want of nou- 
riſhment, or the corruption of theair, which 


could not fail of being rendered of a very 
impure quality by paſſing through the lungs 
of ſuch a number. 

The miſerable people confined in the 
above-mentioned manner being unable to 
exiſt for want of freſh air, ſome of them 
eſcaped to the ſea ſhore, ſome to the deſarts, 


and others to lonely cemetaries : thoſe wha _ 


ventured to remain in any part of the city 
excepting the ſmall place allotted to them, 
were furiouſly aſſaulted with cudgels, tiles, 
bricks, and other weapons, which were 
directed againſt thoſe parts of the body 
where it was ſuppoſed wounds and bruiſes 
would be moſt likely to deprive the unhappy 


ſufferers of life; and thoſe who came into 
the city, being unconſcious of the popular 


fury that prevailed, were treated with 
equal ſeverity, A ſtrict guard was kept on 
that narrow quarter of the city where the 
miſerable wretches were confined ; and ſuch 
as were detected in attempting to eſcape 
were put to death, after ſuffering the moſt 
excruciating tortures that it was poſſible 
for human cruelty to ſuggeſt. 


A numerous party of our enemies ſtation= 


ed themſelves upon the banks of the river, 
in order to ſeize the Jewiſh merchants who 
came to trade at Alexandria. They made 
fires of the timbers belonging to the veſlels, 
and caſt the merchants alive into the flames, 
and made ſpoil of all their effects. Other 
Jews ſuffered in a ſtill more cruel manner 


in the middle of the city; where bruſh- 
8E wood 


and therefore ſought no means for the con- 
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Wood being provided inſtead of billets, the cultivate the favour of princes according to 
fuel was kindled, and the unhappy victims the good fortune they enjoy, without re— 
were thrown into the fire: the wood being gard to their perſonal virtues or merits. 
green, and conſequently moiſt, the ſmoke The circumſtances of the Jews were as 
operated more powerfully than the flames, || auſpicious under the dominion of Tiberius 
whereby the ſufferings of the people were || as under that of Auguſtus ; although Se- 
rendered more terrible and laſting. Many Janus exerted his utmoſt endeavours to effect 
of our people were drawn through the the ruin of ſuch of our people as reſided in 
ſtreets and acroſs the market-place by means the city of Rome, by groſsly calumniating 
of ropes ; and fo implacable was the rage them to the emperor. Soon after the mi- 
of our enemies that, after putting them to ſerable death of Sejanus, Tiberius diſco- 
death in this manner, with more than fſa- || vered that the injurious reports which he 
vage batbarity they inſulted the dead carcaſes had communicated reſpecting the Jews, 
by cutting and quartering them to pieces, Were entirely deſtitute of a foundation in 
after which they trampled them under truth, and calculated to anſwer no other 
their feet, ſuffering no parts of the bodies purpoſe than that of violently irritating him 
to remain in a ſtate that would entitle them || againſt them, becauſe Sejanus had found 
to Interment. | || them to be a people whom, of all others, 
The Alexandrians, finding that the go- he had moſt reaſon to apprehend would vi- 
vernor of the province adopted no rmea- || gorouſly oppoſe the impious deſign he had 
ſure for the ſuppreſſion of the popular tu- || meditated of ſacrificing the life of his 
mult, interpreted his conduct on this o - prince. Hereupon Tiberius diſpatched im- 
calion into an encouragement of theſe abo- || mediate orders to the governors of the ſe- 
minable practices; and in this confidence veral provinces, enjoining them to treat 
they proceeded to the exerciſe of more the Jews with great lenity, excepting only 
daring crimes, There were great numbers || ſome few who had been concerned in Se- 
of oratories, or places of prayer, ſituated || janus's conſpiracy ; and that no interrup- 
in divers parts of the city; and againſt theſe || tion ſhould be offered to them in the exer- 
buildings the rage of the enemy was now || ciſe of their religion ; for that he conſidered 
directed with the greateſt violence. The || them as people whoſe laws, lives and man- 
flames communicated to the adjacent ha- ners, were by no means repugnant to the 
bitations ; and the gilt ſtatues, with their || inſtitutions of government, or dangerous 
titles and inſcriptions, the crowns, buck-|| to the public tranquillity. _ : 
lers, garlands, and other illuſtrious memo- || i: TY 
rials, which ſeveral of the Roman emperors CHAP. X. 


had eſtabliſhed in teſtimony of the honour || e 1 comply with Caligula's ” "ay 


and virtue of the Jews, and which were fire of being venerated as a deity. 
held in high veneration, were entirely con- 


ſumed in this conflagration. | \HE phrenſy of Caligula now arrived 
The rioters had not yet ventured to at- to ſo immoderate a degree, that he not 
tempt the burning or otherwiſe deſtroying || only claimed divine honours, but actually 
a great number of the oratories, on ac- believed himſelf a divinity ; and neither 
count of their being attended by very || the Greeks, the Barbarians, or any other 
ſtrong parties of Jews, with whom they || people were ſo ready to encourage his ex- 
judged it would be dangerous to engage; || travagant pretenſions as the Alexandrians. 
but with a deſign to interrupt our religious || A proper idea of the religious principles of 
worſhip, offer a groſs indignity to our holy || theſe people will be formed, when it is 
law, and, at the ſame time, ingratiate || conſidered that they pay adoration to their 
| themſelves with the emperor, they deter- || ibes, aſps, and divers other animals; and 
mined to erect his ſtatue in all thoſe places || thus they deceive people who are not ap- 
for religious meetings which they had not prized of the abominable impiety of the 

deſtroyed, In the principal of theſe build- || Egyptians. 
ings .they placed the ſtatue of Caligula Caligula was vain enough to believe that 
in a chariot with four horſes of braſs. This || the Alexandrians believed him a god in 
was an example that many of the Alexan- || reality ; for they hailed him with the ac- 
drians were anxiouſly deſirous to copy; and || clamations, and obſerved towards him the 
being unable to procure perfect figures of || external formalities, uſual in the religious 
: horſes, they took from the gymnaſium, or || ceremonies of their country: and there 
plwKkẽace of exercifes, thoſe mutilated ones || was ſo great a plauſibility in their manner, 
which are ſaid to have been dedicated to that the emperor could not perceive the 
the honour of Cleopatra, the great grand- || difference between a falſe and a true wor- 
mother of the laſt queen of that name. ſhip. ' Thus infatuated, he conſidered the 
The Alexandrians are more remarkably || veneration paid him by the people, and 
addicted to flattery than any other people the facrileges they had committed in the 
in the univerſe ; and it is their cuſtom to|| oratories, as evident proofs of their 12 
N | ZEA 
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zeal and affection towards his perſon. ' Ac-! 
counts of theſe adorations were conveyed by 
his own domeſtics, who were admirably 
qualified to gratify the inclinations of their 
maſter; for they extravagantly praiſed 
whatever he approved, and as ſeverely con- 
demned every thing to which he expreſfed 
an averfion. Theſe domeſtics were prin- 
cipally Egyptians, an abject, and in every 
reſpect a contemptible people, educated 
from their infancy in the abominable prac- 
tice of paying adoration to ſerpents and 
crocodiles. The chief of theſe people was 
an Egyptian, named Helico, a man of ob- 
ſcure birth and abandoned principles, who 
had inſinuated himſelf into favour at court 
by unjuſtifiable practices. Helico had ac- 
quired ſome literary knowledge while in 
the capacity of a ſlave to his firſt maſter, 
by whom he was preſented to the deceaſed 
_ "emperor Tiberius Cæſar. Upon the ſuc- 
ceſſion of Caligula to the imperial dignity, 
Helico determined to accommodate him- 
ſelf to the diſpoſition of his new maſter, 
whom he obſerved to be a prince wholly 


abandoned to the unlimited indulgence of 


his inordinate and vicious deſires. 


Helico's thoughts were now wholly en- || 


groſſed by the plan he had conceived of 
exaſperating Caligula againſt the Jews ; he 
paid no regard to proper times or ſeaſons, 
| but either by day or night, as his inclina- 
tions happened to dictate, interrupted the 
emperor in his moſt private retirements, 
and during the hours dedicated to pleaſure, 
and adopted every. ſpecies of artifice that 
was likely to encreaſe that averſion which 
he already entertained againſt the people of 
our nation ; and his wicked and malicious 
inſinuations had the greater effect, as they 
were delivered in a ſtile of ironical plea- 
ſantry. He judged it not good policy 
openly to declare himſelf the enemy of the 
Jews, but ſo artfully diſguiſed his mean- 
ing, and conducted his treacherous ſcheme 
with ſo much addreſs, that he involved our 
people in greater calamities than he could 
poſſibly have done had his intention been 
obvious. 

The ambaſſadors appointed by the peo- 
ple of Alexandria had no ſooner diſcovered 
that Helico was a man capable of rendering 
them eſſential ſervice, than they purſued 
every poſſible means for attaching him to 
their intereſt; for which purpoſe they pre- 
ſented him with very conſiderable ſums of 
money, and promiſed to procure him diſ- 
tipguiſhed honours upon the emperor's ar- 
rival at Alexandria; where he was expect- 
ed in a ſhort time; and he engaged to ful- 
fil their requeſts. 

The means of defending ourſelves againſt 
our open and profeſſed enemies had hither- 
to entirely engroſſed our attention, ſo that 
we entertained not the leaſt ſuſpicion that 


* 
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by an inveterate and concealed enemy in 
the perſon of Helico. But upon diſcover- 
ing that he was violently prejudiced againſt 
us, we exerted our utmoſt endeavours to 
incline him to our intereſt, conſidering him 
as a man from whom we had the greateſt 
reaſon to apprehend danger; for he attend- 
ed Caligula at feaſtings, balls, wreſtlings, 
and all other entertainments and exerciſes, 
and was his companion in his ſenſual de- 
baucheries. Being firſt gentleman of the 
bed-chamber, he could on no occaſion be 
at a loſs for the opportunity of engaging 
the emperor in converſation. He purſued 
| his infamous machinations with the moſt 
conſummate art, connecting his miſrepre- 
ſentations together with ſuch ingenuity, 
that they mutually ſerved to elucidate and 
add force to each other. In ſhort, his ar- 
tifices proved ſo ſucceſsful, that their effects 
were never to be eradicated from the mind 
of the emperor, e 


CHAP, XI. 


The Jews of Alexandria deſpair of ſucceeding 
with Helico, and therefore appoint depu- 
ties to repreſent their caſe to the emperor, 
Philo being the chief of the embaſſy. 


[AVING aſſiduouſly laboured to the 
utmoſt extent of our abilities to in- 


experienced the mortifying diſappointment 
of finding him to be a man of an inſuf- 
ferable arrogant and haughty diſpoſition, 
and fo difficult of acceſs that it was nct 
poſſible to gain his attention to our cauſe, 
we deemed it neceſſary to ſeek redreſs by 
other means, not knowing but ſome par- 
ticular and perſonal pique or enmity might 
be the cauſe of his prejudicing us in the 
opinion of Caligula. It was deemed ex- 
pedient to preſent a memorial to the em- 
peror, repreſenting the grievances we ſuf- 
tered, and ſupplicating redreſs. When 
king Agrippa was going to Syria, not lon 


andria ; and we then preſented to him an 
addreſs, of which the above-mentione 
memorial was an abſtract. - 
We departed in order to repair to Rome, 
cheriſhing the flattering belief that we 
ſhould find Caligula a benevolent prince 
and an equitable judge: but we were mi- 
ſerably deceived in our opinion ; for fatal 
experience convinced us that he entertain- 
ed a molt inveterate and implacable enmi- 


ty againſt the people of our nation. He 


received us in the field of Mars, adjacent 
to Tyber, and diſguiſed the real ſentiments 
of his heart by ſaluting us with great com- 
placency and apparent good-will, ſignify- 
ing by a motion of his right hand that we 
were perfectly welcome; and he diſpatch- 


ed 


| meaſures were purſuing for our deſtruction 


fluence Helico in our favour, and having 


previous to this time, he ſtopped at Alex- 


—— 


* ? , 
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ed Homulus, the introducer of ambaſſadors, 
to inform us, that on the ficſt opportunity 
of leiſure he would. take our cauſe into 
mature conſideration. | | 

I had the honour to be appointed chief 
of the embaſſy from the Jews of Alexan- 


dria to Caligula; and the experience and 


knowledge which I had acquited in the 
world enabled me to avoid the erroc of 
judging from ſuperficial appearances ; and 
therefore what afforded fatisfaftion to other 


people, juſtly inſpired me with jealouſy 


and apprehenſion. 


CHAP. XII 


Caligula orders his ſtatue to be erefted in the 


temple of Feruſalem. Account of the 


deaths of Helico and the tragedian Apelles. | 
AX JE had followed the emperor to Pu- 


VV teoli, whither he had repaired for the 


purpoſe ofenjoying thefreſh air onthe banks 


of the ſea: entertaining himſelf with a view 
of the palaces and other magnificent build- 


| ings which abound in that neighbourhood. 


We waited in daily expectation of being 
admitted to an audience, in the laſt degree 


ofanxiety leſt our petition ſhould be rejected. 


We were accofted by a man trembling, 
and ſo out of breath that he was at firſt 
unable to ſpeak ; wildneſs and diſtraction 


.appeared in his eyes, and all his features 
were expreſſive of the utmoſt horror. He 
retired a little, that he might not be over- 


heard by the ſtrangers who were prefent, 


and then, in a low tone of voice faid, 
« Hark ye; have you not heard the dread- 
ful news?” He endeavoured to proceed, 
but burſt into tears, and was unable to ar- 
ticulate another ſentence. 
pauſe he prepared again to ſpeak, and fre- 
quently renewed his attempts, but his voice 
was as often interrupted by the ſame cauſe, 
We were greatly ſurprized at this very ex- 
traordinary ſpectacle, and earneſtly entreat- 


ed the man to inform us what was the mo- 


tive of his conduct. At length, he made 
another effort to ſpeak ; and, after many 
tears, ſighs and other expreſſions of grief, 
he ſaid, Our temple is inevitably ruined g 
for the emperor has ifſued an expreſs order 
for his ſtatue, with the name of Jupiter 
inſcribed thereon, to be erected in the holy 
ſanctuary.“ This intelligence operated ſo 
powerfully upon all who heard it, as nearly 
to deprive them of all ſenſe and motion; 
and in a ſhort time we received a fatal con- 
firmation of its authenticity, We now ſe- 


cluded. ourſelves in an apartment, where 


we condoled each other on the calamitous 


ſituation of affairs; for grief is naturally 
eloquent, and we had ample cauſe for la- 
mentation. | 

We muſt not, for a moment, (we 
reaſoned) be ſo inſenſible of the great du- 
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ties which we owe to our country as to en- 


— 


After a ſhort 


8 


tertain the thought of abandoning the cauſe 
of the Jews of Alexandria, who have in- 
veſted us with powers to negotiate an affair 


on the iſſue of which depends the ſafety 
{and welfare of the whole Jewiſh nation, 


who are now in moſt immineat danger of 
being entirely extirpated from the face of 


the earth, by the viclent and barbarous per- 


ſecutions and oppreſſions of the inhuman 
tyrant Caligula.” 

In the above manner we conſoled our- 
ſelves on fo melancholy and unexpected an 
event, After remaining ſilent for a ſhort 
time, addreſſing ourſelves to the perſon who 
had communicated the afflicting intelligence, 
we ſpoke to the following purpoſe : 

„How happens it that you appear to be 
ſatisfied with having fimply related to us 
the matter of fat, which has involved us 
in extreme miſery; as a ſingle ſpark may 
occaſion the moſt terrible conflagrations ? 
We ſtill remain wholly ignorant of the mo- 
tive of the impious refolution which you 
lay the tyrant has adopted.” 

«It is a matter of public notoriety (re- 
plied he) that the emperor is ambitious of 
being diſtinguiſhed as 'a divinity. Con- 
ceiving the Jews to be the only people who 
would endeavour to fruſtrate his blaſphe- 
mous deſign, he determined to exert every 
poſſible effort for obviating the oppoſition 
which he apprehended from them. He 
judged that he could not proceed in a more 


effectual manner towards facilitating the 


execution of his purpoſe than by wreaking 
vengeance upon the Jews by offering indig- 
nities and profanations to the holy temple 
of Jeruſalem, which is univerſally allowed 
to be the moſt magnificent and beautiful 
ſtructure that has ever been formed by hu- 
man invention and labour, and which con- 
tains immenſe treaſures, donatives, and ob- 
lations, that have been conſtantly accumu- 
lating during the ſucceſſion of many ages; 
and theſe ſacred articles Caligula had the 
effrontery to claim for his own private uſe. 
* Capito, who enjoyed the office of queſ- 
tor, and a commiſſion for receiving the 
tributes of Judea, wrote letters to the em- 
peror, which exaſperated him to an addi- 
tional rage againſt the people of our nation. 
Capito came into Judea in very indigent 
circumſtances, but by fraudulent and cor- 
rupt meaſures he amaſſed conſiderable 
wealth, though not without rendering him- 
ſelf the object of univerſal abhorrence 


to the inhabitants of the ſeveral provinces. 
Apprehending that the Jews would exhibit 


juſt complaints againſt him, and call him 
to an account for the notorious delinquency 


of his conduct, he judged that it would be 
a ſeaſonable ſtroke of good policy to irritate 


the emperor againſt them, that their ex- 
peed accuſations might operate with the 
leſs 
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leſs power ; and he availed himſelf of the 
followi: g occaſion for carrying his treacher- 
ous purpoſe into execution : = 

« Jamnia is one of the moſt populous 


cities in Judea; and, excepting ſome few |] 


ſtrangers, who removed from the neigh- 
bouring countries, and, unhappily for us, 
came to reſide there, it is inhabited en- 
tirely by the people of our perſuaſion. Theſe 
ſtrangers have ever been violent enemies 
to the laws, cuſtoms and manners, of the 
Jews; and they had no ſooner gained in- 
formation that Caligula was ambitious of 
the character of a deity, and that he har- 
boured a mortal and unconquerable hatred 
towards the people of our nation, than they 


determined to exert every poſſible effort | 


for involving us in deſtruction, conceiving 
that a more favourable opportunity was 
not likely to occur for the execution of 
their treacherous and iniquitous purpoſe. 
They cauſed the utmoſt expedition to be 
uſed in the erection of an altar, formed of 
clay wrought into bricks ; and this meaſure 
they ſuppoſed would be underſtood by us 
as a ſufficient indication of their hoſtile 
principles ; and they were not deceived in 
the conjecture that a quarrel] would enſue. 
„In a ſhort time the Jews aſſembled, 
and laid the altar in ruins; in conſequence 
of which the faction exhibited complaints 
before Capito, and requeited that he would 
grant them redreſs for the injury and af- 
front they had received. Capito, who 
originally concerted the ſcheme, induſtri- 
ouſly aided its operation; and when it had 
arrived to maturity, he congratulated him- 
ſelf on the ſucceſs of his invention, and 
tranſmitted to the emperor an account of 
the affair, including every aggravation that 
appeared likely to inflame him to an excels 
of rage and indignation. The intelligence 
being received by the impetuous Caligula, 
he immediately commanded that, in re- 
venge for the deſtruction of the brick altar 
in Jamnia, his ſtatue, of the ſize of a co- 
loſſus, and richly 
ſhould be placed in the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem. In this matter the emperor followed 
the advice of thoſe reſpectable counſellors, 
Helico, who had fo greatly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as the buffoon of the court, and the 
tragedian named Apelles. Having ſigna- 
lized himſelf by the profligacy of his man- 
ners in the early part of life, Apelles af- 
terwards engaged inthe theatrical profeſſion. 


Helico and Apelles are the preceptors of 


Caligula: it is the buſineſs of the firſt to 
qualify him in the arts of raillery, and that 
ot the latter to inſtruct him in ſinging and 
the manner of reciting poetry. Thus, like 
a ſcorpion, did Helico diſcharge his Egyp- 
tian venom againſt the Jews; as did Apelles 
that of an Aſcalonite, which word ſignifies 


; 


decorated with gold, 


an irreconcileable enemy to the people of 
our nation.” 

| The above relation ſo grievouſly afflicted 
us, that we could not have been ſenſible of 
more acute pain had a poniard been ſtruck 
to our hearts at every word, The execra- 
ble adviſers of Caligula, however, ſurvived 
not long before they received the retribu- 
tion of their abominable impiety. Apelles 
being apprehended and committed to pri- 
fon, was heavily laden with chains, and 
ſubjected to the moſt excruciating tortures, 
which were inflicted at certain intervals, 
that his ſufferings might be prolonged, and 
at length they produced his death. He- 
lico was put to death by order of Claudius, 
who ſucceeded Caligula in the imperial 
dignity, 
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Babylon and other provinces attached to the 
intereſt of the Tews. Petronius determines 
to comply with the orders of Caligula, for 
erecting the /tatue in the temple. 


H E emperor now diſpatched orders 

to Petronius, the governor of fyga, 
for erecting and conſecrating a ſtatue to his 
honour in the temple of Jeruſalem ; and 
every poſſible precaution was inſerted in 
the commiſſion, leſt the ſacrilegious ſcheme 
ſhould fail of being carried into execution. 
He commanded Petronius to ſummon half 
the troops forming the army ſtationed on 
the river Euphrates, for the purpole of re- 
pelling the oriental kings and nations, in 
caſe of their aitempting inroads or other 
enterprizes, and to employ them in attend- 
ing the ſtatue : the deſign of Caligula, 
however, was not to give an appearance of 
ſolemnity to the ceremony of conſecration, 
but that a ſufficient force ſhall be ready to 
deſtroy ſuch of the Jews as ſhould preſume 
to oppole the extravagant meaſure. 

« Alas, (exclaimed Petronius) is it thus, 
inhuman prince, that you declare hoſtili- 
ties againſt the Jews, who, you are con- 
ſcious, will ſubmit to the moſt violent and 
cruel deaths rather than live to be the mi- 
ſerable witneſſes of an infringement of their 
laws, and a profanation of their temple? 
What purpoſe will be anſwered by employ- 
ing the military power but that of conſe- 
crating the ſtatue with the blood of fo nu- 
merous a body of innocent people as will 
looſe their lives on this unhappy occaſion?” 

The order which Petronius had receiv- 
ed for erecting the ſtatue of the emperor 
in the temple of Jeruſalem, proved exceed- 
ingly diſtreſſing to him : he anxiouſly re- 
volved the matter in his mind, and ad- 
vanced a variety of propoſitions and ob- 
jections before he could determine on the 
line of conduct that it was moſt eligible to 

8F purſue. 


; 
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patſae, The refult of his deliberations 

was, that he muſt carefully avoid any kind 

of innovation in points of religion; and his 

reaſons were— 

iſt. Becauſe the introduction of a change 
in the cuſtomary manner of the Jewiſh 
worſhip would be contrary to juſtice and 
piety : and— 

2dly. Becauſe the vengeance of an incenſed 
Creator was to be dreaded, beſides the 
conſequences that would probably enſue 
from writating the paſſions of a violent 
and determined people; and driving them 
to a ſtate of deſperation. 


He reflected on the immenſe multitudes 
compoſing the great body of the Jewiſh 
nation ; a people not, like others, confined 
to any particular provinces, but diſperſed 
throughout every part of the univerſe, in 


the iſlands as well as upon the continent, 
and in ſuch numbers that they were ſup-| 


poſed, upon computation, to be nearly 
equal to all the other inhabitants ; and he 
thus argued with himſelf : | 

« In my preſent ſituation it will certain- 
ly be prudent to defer taking any meaſures 
until J ſhall have taken them into mature 
deliberation.” . 

Petronius was greatly apprehenſive of 


danger from the troops reſident on the other 


ſide of the river Euphrates, in Babylon, 
and divers other provinces, who he was 
confident were ſtrongly attached to the in- 
tereſts of the Jews. 
he) have regularly tranſmitted their annual 
contributions, which they call holy trea- 


ſure, to the temple of Jeruſalem, under 


the denomination of firſt- fruits; and ſo 


great is their piety, that, notwithſtanding 


the danger and difficulty of the paſſage, 


they have never entertained the apprehen- 


ſion that the treaſure would not arrive in 
ſafety. Upon gaining intelligence of the 
dedication of the ſtatue of Caligula, there 


is every reaſon to believe that they will 


immediately take the field, and then we 
muſt expect that they will ſurround us, and 
ſacrifice our lives to their revenge.“ 


CHAP. . 


The Roman officers under Petronius are diſ- 
pofed to war. Petronius employs artificers 
in forming the ſtatue of Caligula, and en- 
Geavours to prevail upon the principal peo- 
ple among oy Jews to conſent to the placing 
it in the temple of Jeruſalem. 


N order to avoid the fury of the emperor, 
which they dreaded would fall upon 


them as a puniſhment for their diſobedience || 


to the expreſs command reſpecting the 
dedication of the ſtatue, the Roman offi- 
cers who aſſiſted in the government of 
Syria, under Petronius, recommended the 
engaging in the war as a meaſure highly 
expedient, Bat it vroved a happy circum- 


1 - 


„ Theſe people (ſaid 


— 


U 


ſtance that the time employed in preparing 


the ſtatue afforded an opportunity of mature 
deliberation; for orders were not iſſued 
either for conveying a ſtatue from Italy, or 
for making uſe of the beſt that could be 
procured in Syria, Thus it appeared as if 
a providential interference operated in 
| favour of God's people; for had not the 
delay happened, the war would have taken 
place before we could have made the ne- 
ceſlary proviſion againſt the terrible cala- 
mities with which we were threatened. 
Having formed the reſolution of carryin 

the emperor's orders into effect, Petronius 
ſent to Phœnicia for the moſt celebrated 
artiſts to repair to him. Upon the artival 
of theſe people he conſulted with them 
reſpecting the buſineſs they were to under- 
take, for which he furniſhed them with 
all neceſſary materials, and appointed Si- 
don as the place where they were to per- 
form the work. He diſpatched intelligeace 
of the intended dedication to the high- 
prieſts, magiſtrates, principal officers, and 
other leading people among the Jews, ex- 
horting them to à ready obedience to the 
emperor's pleaſure, as the only means of 


[avoiding the grievous calamities that other- 


wile muſt inevitably enſue; adding, that 
in caſe of an oppoſition, death and deſtruc- 
tion would univerſally prevail in all their 


| variegated forms of horror; for ſtrict or- 


ders had been iſſued to the Syrian troops 
to employ fire and ſword in laying the 
whole country in a ſtate of abſolute deſo- 
lation if the Jews ſhould make the ſlighteſt 
attempt to obſtruct the dedication of the 
ſtatue in their temple. „ 
Petronius proceeded in the above manner, 
hoping that he ſhould be able to prevail 
upon the leading people to acquieſce in the 
meaſure, and that their example would be 
readily followed by the multitude: but he 
was greatly deceived in his expectation. 
The matter being intimated to the people, 
they were ſtruck with inexpreſſible aſto- 
niſhment and horror ; their grief was ſo 
exceſſive as to deprive them of the power 
of ſpeech z and they wept to ſuch excels, 
that their tears ſeemed to proceed from an 
inexhauſtible ſource ? their paſſions then 
became more violent, and they tore the 
hair from their heads and beards, and by 


other extravagant actions proved that they 


were driven to the verge of diſtraction. 


| Having, at length, recovered the power of 


utterance, they vented exclamations to the 
following effect: | 

% Alas, how deplorable is our fortune, 
to have ſurvived till this time to experience 
miſeries, of which our anceſtors could not 
form the leaſt conception ! But we: will 
never ſubmit to be the miſerable witneſſes 
of the profanation of our holy temple ; for 
rather than behold the abominable impiety, 


we 
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we will deprive ourſelves of the organs of 
ſight, and at the ſame time put an end to 
our exiſtence.” 

The above reſolution ſoon reached Je- 
ruſalem, and was circulated throughout 
the country of Judea; and the Jews, as if 
by a common conſent, deſerting their ci- 
ties, towns, caſtles, and other places of 
habitation, collected themſelves into one 
body, and directed their march towards 
Phcenicia, in order to make application to 
Petronius. Upon the appearance of ſuch 
an immenſe concourſe of people, the friends 
of Petronius urged him to be careful of 
his ſafety ; adding, that a powerful army 
was on the march to attack him ; for they 
did not conceive it to be poſſible that the 
Jews alone could form ſuch an innumera- 
ble multitude. 

Upon the nearer approach of the Jews 
they appeared to cover the whole ſpace of 
ground as far as the ſight could extend; 
but they were entirely deſtitute of arms, 
either for aſſault or defence. The air re- 
ſounded with the moſt terrible outcries and 
lamentations ; and when their complaints 
were ſuſpended, the ſound was for a long 
time continued by the echo. At length 
they had recourſe to ſuch earneſt prayers 
and ejaculations as were deemed proper on 
the melancholy occaſion. Theſe unhappy 
people arranged themſelves into fix claſſes; 
the old men, young men and boys, forming 
the three diviſions on the one fide z and the 
old women, young women and virgins, 


— — 


compoſing the three on the other. 

Being arrived within view of Petronius, 
who, in order to receive them, had placed 
himſelf upon an elevated feat, they caſt 
themſelves upon the earth, ſtill keeping 
their ranks with the utmoſt regularity, and 
conducting themſelves in every reſpect 
perfectly conſiſtent with the character and 
ſituation of earneſt ſupplicants. That they 
were deeply penetrated by affliction was 


apparent from their whole behaviour, which 


was exceedingly pathetic, and attended 
with ſuch an uncommon degree of har- 
mony, that they appeared to be actuated 
by one mind. The governor ordered them 
to riſe and approach nearer to him; but 
ſuch was their humility, that it was not 
without the greateſt difficulty that they 
were able to perſuade themſelves to comply. 
At length, however, they roſe and advanced 
towards Petronius, being in ſack-cloth and 
aſhes, their eyes bathed in tears, and their 
hands bound behind them, like thoſe of 
priſoners under condemnation ; and one of 
the ſenators, in the name of the whole 
people, addreſſed the governor in terms to 
the following purport : 

% Behold, powerful Sir, the unhappy 
people who now preſent themſelves before 
you: leſt it ſhould be apprehended that we 


entertain hoſtile deſigns; we come entirely 
unarmed ; and even our hands are confined, 
ſo that we have voluntarily deprived our- 
ſelves of all power of making uſe of offen- 
ſive weapons; and we ſubmit ourſelyes 
entirely to your mercy. We have 
abandoned our habitations; and brought 
with us our wives, children and families, 
to unite in ſupplications to the emperor, 
through the agency of Petronius, to grant 
us a common preſervation, or ſuffer us to 
fall in a common deſtrugion; 

© A powerful military force is in readi- 
neſs to attack ſuch of our people as ſhall 
preſume to oppoſe the conſecration of the 
emperor's ſtatue; but we are not ſo thought- 
leſs and imprudent as to harbour the moſt 
diſtant notion of offering reſiſtance to our 
lawful maſter. The ſoldiers may affault 
us, and even cut us into pieces without ſubs 
jecting themſelves to any kind of danger; 
for, be aſſured, no oppoſition will be offer= 
ed on our paat. It was unneceſſary to 
draw out ſo powerful an army for the 
ſlaughter of our people, who will, on no 
conſideration, attempt a defence of their 
lives. We will even execute the functions 
of our own prieſts ; and in offering our 
ſacrifices, the victims ſhall be our wives, 
ſons, daughters, brothers and ſiſters ; nor, 
in ſo deſperate an extremity, will we regret 
to incur the appellation of the ſlayers of 
men, women, and children; and having 
ſpilt the blood of fo great a number of in- 
nocent people, it will be our next buſineſs 
to deprive ourſelves of exiſtence, mingling 
our blood with that of our friends. Our 
lives will be concluded with a ſupplication 
to the Almighty that he will not be offended 
with us for a conduct to which we were 
actuated by a regard to the authority of the 
emperor, and the ſacred laws and religion 
of our country. "Thus ſhall we behave, if 
we have ſufficient virtue to perſevere in the 
reſolution of holding a life in contempt, by 
the preſervation of which all good men 
would think themſelves degraded. £5 

Suffer me, Petronius, to requeſt that 
you will picture in your imagination the 
circumſtance of our people being ſpectators 
of the dedication of the emperor's ſtatue in 
the holy temple, (but this event may gra- 
cious Heaven avert !) Do you not ſuppoſe 
that ſhocking ſpectacle would give them the 
appearance of men transformed into lifeleſs 
marble ? Their eyes would be fixed in their 
ſockets with aſtoniſhment and horror, na- 
ture would receive a ſhock, and all the 
functions of life be ſuſpended. 

Permit us then to do ourſelves juſtice 
by repreſenting to Caligula the truth ; for 
that we may not be condemned unheard 
is all the favour we have to requeſt. Sup- 
poſing we would find it impoſſible to prevail 


upon the emperor to comply with our de- 
fire, 
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ſire, our endeavours will not deprive him of 
the power of carrying his purpoſe into 
execution. And now, that we may come 
to a concluſion, we molt earneſtly ſuppli- 


EMBASSY 


efforts of art and induſtry to produce: they 
were not enjoined to uſe expedition, but 
inſtructed to take time ſufficient for the full 
diſplay of their ingenuity, 


cate that you will extend your goodneſs 
and generoſity ſo far as to grant your per- 
miſſion for us to diſpatch an embaſſy to 
plead the cauſe of our miſerable people before 
the imperial Caligula, By a refuſal you 
will blaſt all the hopes of this vaſt multi- 


tude of people, whoſe lives entirely depend 


on the iflue of the preſent cauſe. Permit 
me to add, that we have no view to private 
advantage in our preſent requeſt, but are 
wholly impelled by ſentiments of piety ; 
and that we mean not to promote our own 
intereſts any farther than as they are con- 
nected with the intereſts of our religion.” 


CHAP. XV, 


Petronius writes on the behalf of the Jews 
to the emperor. 
ETRONIUS, who was of a diſpoſition 


naturally humane and benevolent, was 


—— — 


Petronius conſidered that by ſending am- 
baſſadors to Caligula, the Jews would ex- 
poſe themſelves to the mercy of a power- 
ful, vindictive, capricious, and oppreſſive 
prince; and that granting his full conſent 
to, or putting an abſolute negative up- 
on; their requeſt, would be equally 
productive of unhappy conſequences; and 
therefore he adopted a meaſure that ſeemed 
likely to obviate the danger of either ex- 
treme. He diſpatched a letter to Caligula, 
wherein he omitted to mention the late 
proceedings of the Jews, but contented 
himſelf with obſerving that the delay of 
conſecrating the ſtatue was to be entirely 
attributed to the conſiderable ſpace of time 
which the artificers muſt neceſſarily employ 
in producing a piece of workmanſhip exe- 
cuted in ſo maſterly a manner as to be 


worthy the glorious purpoſe for which it 
was deſigned. 


— — 


greatly affected by the preceding diſcourſe, Thus did Petronius act with the view of 


as indeed were all who heard it; and the 


tenderneſs of their feelings was evident from 


the expreſſion of their features, their geſ- 
tures, and, in ſhort, from their whole de- 
portment. The governor was a man of 
great moderation, and ſteady friend to, and 
advocate for, honour, truth, and juſtice. 
He conſidered the requeſt made by the Jews 
as being perfectly reaſonable, and commi- 
ſerated them as labouring under misfor- 
tunes peculiarly ſevere. In a diſcourſe with 
the perſons appointed to aſſiſt Petronius in 
the government, he obſerved that the ſe- 
verity of thoſe who had entertained the moſt 
violent prejudices began now greatly to re- 
lax; and this change afforded him no in- 
conſiderable ſhare of ſatisfaction. Petronius 
was perfectly acquainted with the favage 


barbarity and unforgiving diſpoſition of the 


emperor : but he conducted himſelf as if 
he was influenced by a pious regard to the 
religion of the Jews. Being a man of li- 
terature, perhaps his knowledge enabled 
him to form a right judgment; or he might 
be inclined in favour of our people by the 
natural benevolence of his diſpoſition; by 
the information he acquired after his ad- 
vancement to the government in Aſia and 
Syria, where all the towns abound in Jewiſh 
inhabitants; or by the juſt ſentiments with 
which the Almighty inſpires virtuous peo- 
ple, for the good both of themſelves and the 
public: and the latter, indeed, appears to 
have been the caſe on the preſent occaſion. 

Orders were given to the ſtatuaries to 
employ their utmoſt attention for rendering 
the image of the emperor as compleat a 
performance as it was poſſible for the joint 


gaining time; and he hoped that Caligula 
might in the interim alter his reſolution ; 
for this being the ſeaſon for reaping the 
harveſt, there was reaſon to apprehend that 
if the Jews were to be driven to deſpair by 
the profanation of their temple, they would 
become wholly regardleſs of their lives and 
all other conſiderations, and ſet fire to 
their corn and other products of the earth, 
in revenge for the abrogation of their laws 
and religious rites and ceremonies. In order 
to guard againſt the apprehended miſchief, 
Petronius took an early opportunity of 
caufing the fruits to be gathered, and the 
grain to be reaped; and he was partly in- 
duced to this meaſure by a deſire of pro- 
viding for a ſupply in caſe of a public exi- 
gency. 

At this time a report univerſally pre- 
vailed that Caligula entertained a deſign of 
going to Alexandria in Egypt: but indeed 
it did not appear very probable that the 
emperor, attended by ſo great a concourſe 
of people as thoſe who compoſed his reti- 
nue, would expoſe himſelf to the great dan- 
gers and unavoidable difficulties of a long 
voyage; ſince he might, with much greater 
convenience and ſafety have proceeded by the 
way of the coaſts of Aſia and Syria; for, by 
purſuing the latter route, he might have 
had the advantage of diſembarking and 
embarking according to his inclination, 
having, excluſive of the veſſels of burden, 
two hundred long boats, purpoſely adapted 
to the uſe and ſervice of the coaſts, 

It became neceſſary to furniſh the ſeveral 
towns of Syria with a great ſupply of pro- 
har but particularly thoſe. ſituated -» 

tne 


—— 


TO THE EMPEROR CALIGUL A. 


the ſea coaſts, on acconnt of the amazing || 


concourſe of people that had reſorted to 
that country from all quarters of the globe. 
The multitude was compoſed of men of 
wealth and diſtinction, military and naval 
commanders, civil officers, and perſons of 
every other denomination, and the number 
of domeſtics was nearly equal to that of the 
ſoldiers. | 

It was the generally received opinion that 
the letter would meet with the entire ap- 
probation of the emperor, and that he 
would applaud the prudential meaſures 


OO N after this period king Agrippa 


reſpects to the emperor, according to his 


uſual manner. He was an entire ſtranger 
as to the letter written by Petronius, and 
the anſwer returned by 


emperor's countenance was expreſſive of 
preat anger ; and therefore he etnployed. 
is thoughts in examining into his own 
conduct; but finding, upon the moſt ſtrict 
ſcrutiny, that he was unconſcious of any 
action that could be interpreted into the 


9 repaired to Rome in order to pay his 


- aligula. Upon 
making his ſalutations he obſerved that the 
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ſuggeſted by Petronius, and approve of the | cauſe of offence, he juſtly concluded that 
delay in erecting the ſtatue in the temple ; | Caligula's diſpleaſure muſt be pointed to- 


though it was not expected that this mo- wards ſome other object. But his appre- 


derate behaviour would proceed from any 
tenderneſs that he entertained towards the 
Jews, but merely from the conſideration 
that, by ſecuring the corn and fruits, a 
material advantage would be obtained. The 
latter, then, having received full approba- 
tion, a fair tranſcript of it was ordered to 
be made, with which a meſſenger was diſ- 
patched with expreſs commands to ule all 
poſſible expedition in conveying it to the 
emperor. 

Upon peruſing the letter from Petronius, 
the emperor's colour. deſerted his cheeks, 
his cyes ſparkled with fury, and his geſture 
was ex preſſive of the utmoſt violence of rage 
and indignation : claſping his hands toge- 
ther, he violently exclaimed againſt Petro- 
nius, and vowed that his life ſhould, at a 
convenient opportunity, be the forfeit of 
his tardineſs. 

The enraged emperor, after a ſhort pauſe, 
_ dictated to one of his ſecretaries a letter in 
reply to that he had received from Petro- 
nius : but judging it expedient to avoid all 
meaſures that might tend to irritate the 
different governors, and induce them to 
excite the people to inſurrections, and par- 
ticularly thoſe commanding in the extenſive 
and populous provinces, containing power- 
ful armies, as was the cafe in that immenſe 
territory extending along the-banks of the 
river Euphrates, he carefully concealed his 
violent diſpleaſure, and highly applauded 
the foreſight and prudent conduct of Petro- 
nius. But after diſſembling the rancour of 
his heart under the appearance of ref; 
and approbation, he ſtrictly enjoined him 
to ſuffer all other buſineſs entirely to ſubſide 
rather than prolong the period for conſecrat- 
ing the ſtatue in the temple of the Jews ; 
adding, that fince the harveſt was now 
concluded no pretext could poſſibly be ad- 


henſion was renewed upon remarking that 
the fierceneſs of the emperor's eyes ſeemed 
to be more violent when they regarded him 
than when they were directed any other 


way, and on this account he feveral times 


intended to aſk the reaſon of ſo fingular an 
alteration ; but he ſuppreſſed this defire, 


fearing that he might incur the diſpleaſure 


of the prince by an imprudent indulgence of 
his curioſity, 

No man poſſeſſed a greater ſkill than Ca- 
ligula in penetrating into the ſentiments of 
people from the expreſſion of their counte- 
nances ; and judging of the painful ſtate of 
Agrip 
following manner: 

* I am convinced, Agrippa, that you 
are perplexed with anxiety and doubt ; and 
I will now relate to you the matter of which 
you are ſo deſirous to be informed. The 

riod of our acquaintance has, ſurely, been 
of ſufficient duration for you to have con- 
vinced yourſelf that I make uſe of my eyes, 
as well as my tongue, to expreſs my mean- 
ing. Thoſe of your nation are the only 
people of the univerſe who have the pre- 
ſumption to refuſe acknowledging me as a 


— 


divinity : and from their inſolent diſregard 
of my ſovereign pleaſure, they ſeem to be 
deſirous of precipitating themſelves into ir- 
retrievable deſtruction. I have iſſued my 


expreſs commands for placing the ſtatue of 


Jupiter in the ſanctuary of the temple ; and 
in conſequence of this, immenſe numbers 


he people have abandoned their reſpective 


places of reſidence, and collected themſelves 
into a body in order to make application to 
me under the character of humble ſuppli- 


cants : but their deſign is to ſhew in what 


contempt they hold my commands.” 


The emperor was proceeding in his ad- 


dreſs, but ceaſed upon obſerving that Agrip- 


duced to juſtify a farther procraſtination, 


C HAP. XVI. 


. King Agrippa writes an expoſtulatory letter 
ts Caligula on the ſubjef# of the intended 
dedication, 


pa had on a ſudden changed colour, and 


evidently appeared to be greatly difordered. 
A violent trembling pervaded .the whole 
frame of the king; and his legs being no 
longer able to ſupport him, he was con- 
veyed to the place of his reſidence in a ſtate 
of perfect inſenfibility. The emperor, 0 
8 G far- 


pa's mind, he addreſſed him in the 
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ſounder ſleep, his reſpiration being leſs in- 
terrupted, and his body ſeeming to be gra- 


reſcue his unhappy country from the dread- 


manner: 


PHILO's EMBASSY 


far from being ſenſible of any degree of 


tenderneſs on account of the alarming ac- 


cident that had happened to king Agrippa, | 


was inflamed to a more extravagant degree 
of rage againſt the people of our nation; 
as he had flattered himſelf, that Agrippa, 
to whom he had ſhewn ſome marks of 
friendſhip, would not have proved ſo zea- 
lous an advocate for the religious rites of 
his country. i 


The indiſpoſition of Agrippa continued 


till towards the evening of the following day, 
when his ſpirits ſomewhat revived; and, 
raiſing his head a little, with much diffi- 
culty he opened his eyes, and caſt them 
towards thoſe who were about him, but 
without being able to recollect their perſons. 
In a ſhort time after this he fell into a 


dually acquiring its former temperature. 
Having remained ſome time in this ſituation, 
he awaked ; but, before he recollected him- 
ſelf, was under ſome apprehenſion leſt the 
emperor was preſent : on being aſſured of 
of the contrary his mind became more 
calm; and, obferving the great ſolicitude 
of thoſe about him, he begged that no 
extraordinary trouble might be taken on 
his account, and ordered that his diet in 
particular ſhould be very plain. Having 
finiſhed a repaſt, ſcrved in this manner, for 
the firſt time ſince his recovery, he ſaid that 
he now found himſelf in a condition to re- 
flect on meaſures that ſhould beſt tend to 


ful calamity with which it was threatened. 
He then ordered a tablet to be brought, 
and wrote to the emperor in the following 


KING AGRIPPA to the emperor CAIUS 
| CALIGULA. 


SI R, 5 
« You are ſenſible, imperial Sir, that 


nature infpires men with an ardent affection 


for the place of their nativity, and an awful 
veneration for the laws to which they have 
been taught to yield a perfect obedience. 
The juſtice of this obſervation 1s fully con- 


firmed by an eminent example which is 


ſhewn in your own perſon ; for you piouſly 
adhere to the exerciſe of the duties of reli- 
gion, and are careful to exact a ſtrict con- 
formity to the legiſlative inſtitutions of your 
country. 
man to continue his attachment to the 
principles which he has early imbibed, and 


to reſpect the laws, cuſtoms and manners, 


ference; for there are certain inſtances 


wherein we are rather influenced by our 


— — — 


country. 


It is the natural diſpofition of | ; t e that Je 
wherein I received my nativity, is not to 


| Judea, but of many conſiderable colo- 
to which he has been long familiariſed, 
however erroneous and undeſerving his pre- 


| high-prieſts; and they conſidered them- 


ſtantly obſerved ; not upon ſolemn feſtivals 


paſſions and prejudices than directed by 
judgment and reaſon. 

“ You are not ignorant, Sif, that I am 
by birth a Jew, and that the quan of my 
nativity is Jerufalem, in which city ſtands 
the glorious edifice dedicated to the honou? 
of the moſt high and almighty God. I am 
defcended fron anceſtors who were inveſted 
with theregal authority. Some of them were 


ſelves as deriving infinitely more honour 
from that digmified ſtation than from the 
poſſeſſion of ſovereignty: they conſidered 
that as the Almighty is ſuperior to man, ſo 
the ſacerdotal character muſt neceſſarily be 
more exalted than that of royalty; the ex- 
erciſe of the former being directed towards 
divine matters, and the other having rela- 
tion only to things of a ſublunary tendency. 

« So nearly am I intereſted in the fate of 
this nation, country and temple, to which 
I am indebted in great and manifold obli- 
gations, that I cannot ſuppreſs the deſire of 
imploring your imperial majeſty with ear- 
neftnefs, mixed, however, with deference 
and humility, that you will be. graciouſly 
pleaſed to extend to them your royal favour. 
Permit me, Sir, to ſupplicate that you will 
not compel the pcople of our nation to vio- 
late that religion which they have received 
from their anceſtors, the free exerciſe of 
which they conſider as a privilege infinitely 
more dear to them than the preſervation of 
life. Reflect, Sir, on the truth, loyalty 
and zeal, that the Jews have on every oc- 
caſion manifeſted towards the princes of your 
illuſtrious family. It cannot be advanced 
that the people of any other profeſſion have 
been ſo liberal of vows and ſupplications to 
Heaven for the proſperity of your empire, 
or ſo attentive to the performance of ſacri- 
fices and oblations, which they have con- 


alone, but upon all other days without in- 
termiſſion . and they have fully teſtified that 
their ceremonies did not conſiſt of an idle 
parade of words and external formalities, 
but that their expreſſions of piety, venera- 
tion and affection, proceeded from them in 
the ſincerity of their ſouls: and from this 
line of conduct they have never deviated, 
except when, on particular occaſions, they 
were compelled by a reverential obedience 
due to the holy laws and religion of their 


«© I mult intreat permiſſion of your im- 
perial majeſty to obſerve that Jeruſalem, 


be conſidered merely as the metropolis of 


nies which have been peopled from that 
holy city; for inſtance, thoſe of Egypt, 
Pheœnicia, the upper and lower Syria, Pam- 
phylia, Cilicia, and ſeveral other parts ;of 

Alia, 


| 


_ TO THE EMPEROR CALIGULA. 


Afia, extending as far as Bithynia and Pon- 


tus; in Europe, Theſſaly, Bæotia, Mace- 


donia ; Ætonia, Athens, Argos, Corinth, 


and the greateſt part of Peloponneſus ; and 
likewiſe the moſt celebrated of the iſlands; 
as Eubæa, Cyprus, and Crete. Reſpecting 
the country on the other ſide of the Eu- 


a ſmall part of the province of Babylon and 
ſome other governments, there is ſcarcely 
a City of any conſideration that is not occu- 
pied by Jewiſh inhabitants. Hence then 
it appears that I do not intercede in favour 
of my own country in particular, but for 
the general advantage and happineſs of Aſia, 
Europe and Africa, the people inhabiting 
the iſlands as well as the continent. 

« What action can be more conſiſtent 
with the exalted character of the great and 
illuſtrious Cæſar than that which will gra- 
tify the deſires, and procure the felicity, of 
all mankind, and conſequently ſecure to 
him the tribute of admiration, eſteem and 
reverence, from the moſt diſtant generations? 

« In compliance with the interceſſions 
of ſome particular friends, you have been 
graciouſly pleaſed to conſtitute the inhabi- 
tants of whole towns free citizens of Rome, 
thereby advancing to the character of 
maſters thoſe who were before in a ſtate of 
ſervitude ; and on theſe occaſions your royal 
beneficence was as great to thoſe who ſoli- 
cited the bounty as to thoſe on whom it 
was conferred. Of all the princes who 
acknowledged you as their maſter, there 
are but feœẽ who can juſtly claim a ſuperio- 
rity to me in point of dignity, and none 
who bear towards your ſacred perſon a more 


profound and fincere reſpect, eſteem, and | 


veneration. The inſtances of friendſhip 
which you have been graciouſly pleaſed to 
confer upon me have been great and nu- 
merous ; and both honour and gratitude 
have hitherto prompted, ahd will ever con- 


tinue to excite; my molt ſincere acknow- 


ledgments. 
Jeruſalem was the firſt place that con- 
gratulated you on your ſucceſſion to the 
imperial dignity ; and ſhe communicated 
the joyful event to the adjacent provinces. 
May we not reaſonably expect that ſome 
favour will be ſhewn to our holy city, in 
acknowledgment of the loyal and zealous 
principles ſhe expreſſed when ſhe hailed 
Caligula in the character of her lawful 
ſovereign? 5 

Having thus ſpoken concerning my 
nation and my country, it now remains for 
me moſt humbly to implore your majeſty's 
clemency. towards the holy temple of Jeru- 


ſalem. The glorious ſtructure of which I 


now mean to ſpeak, is conſecrated to the 
honoutof the Almighty God, who reſides 
therein. The productions of ſtatuaries and 
_ painters only repreſent the viſible deities : 


but td attempt the repreſentation, of the 
invifible and eternal God whom we adore; - 
is conſidered by the people profeſſing the 
Jewiſh religion as a moſt abominable im- 
piety: 75 (PEEL GE 

Our temple was held in a high degree 


of veneration by Agrippa; your majeſty's - 
phrates, I may ſafely aſſert that, e by Agrippa, your majelty 


grandfather. Auguſtus expreſsly command- 
ed that the ſacred building ſhould be ſup- 
plied with the oblations denominated firſt- 
fruits from the ſeveral quarters of the globe, 
and that daily ſacrifices ſhould be offered 
therein, The empreſs, your great grand- 
mother, entertained a pious eſteem and re- 
verence for the temple. Neither prince nor 
potentate, Greeks, Barbarians, nor our moſt. 
deadly enemies, nor all the horrors of fo- 
reign and domeſtic war, ſedition, bondage, 
nor the moſt terrible calamities to which 
human nature is ſubject, could ever prevail 
upon us to admit of an idol being placed in 
our temple. It muſt be acknowledged that 
there have been enemies to the ſacred edifice; 
but the religion exerciſed therein was ſtill 
ſecure. The building being conſecrated to 
the Creator and Father of the univerſe, peo- 
ple refrained from placing idolatrous ſtatues 
therein, leſt they ſhould incur the judicial 
vengeance of an offended God. 

*« During the reign of king Herod, my 


|| grandfather, Marcus Agrippa, the grand- - 


father of your imperial majeſty, honoured. 
him ſo far as to viſit him in Judea; and 
on this occaſion Agrippa proceeded by the 
way of the ſea- coaſt to the city of Jeruſa- 
lem. 'The magnificence and ſplendor of. 
the holy temple, the exerciſe of the religi- 
ous rites and ceremonies, the ſimplicity of 
the manners of the people, and many other 
circumſtances, ſerved to inſpire the illuſ-. 
trious viſitor with admiration, reverence, 
and eſteem ; and he availed himſelf of every 
opportunity of teſtifying his veneration for 
the glorious fabric. During the time that 
he remained in Jeruſalem he daily attended 
the temple, employing himſelf in contem- 
plating the holy veſtments, the manner of 
performing ſacrifices, the dignity of the 
high-prieſt, ſeated on an eminence, and ſu- 
perbly habited in his pontifical robes, and 
the piety which was expreſſed by him as 
well as the other prieſts who officiated in 
the religious functions. . N 

« Previous to his departure, Agrippa 
conferred upon the citizens every indulgence 
that it was poſſible for him to beſtow, ex- 
cepting only an exemption from the pay- 
ment of the uſual taxes, and preſented the 
holy temple with many donatives of great 
value. On his return Agrippa was accom- 
panied by Herod to the ſea- ſhore, where 
theſe two great perſonages mutually ac- . 


|knowledged the great obligations they had 


received from each other. 


The ſentiments of your grandfather, Mar- 
cus 


PHIL O's 
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cus Agrippa, were exactly ſimilar to thoſe 
of your great uncle Tiberius, with regard to 
our laws and religion. 1 

« During the whole reigrl of the eperor 
Tiberius, which continued for the ſpace of 
twenty-three years, he intimated not the moſt 
diſtant intention of introducing a change in 
the accuſtomed manner of celebrating the 
rites and ceremonies of our religious wor- 
ſhip, or of offering any kind of violation or 
indignity to our holy temple. Though I 
received very ſevere treatment from Tiberius, 
I cannot be fo unjuſt as to omit mentioning 
a part of his conduct, the relation of which 
will reflect high honour upon his memory. 
I am ſenſible, Sir, that truth is ever aceept- 
able to you; and I ſhall now proceed to 
ſome particulars which will enable you to} 
form an opinion of the fentiments enter- 


tained by Tiberius in relation to the reh- | 
gious inſtitutions and practices of the Jews. 
« At the time when Judea was under | 


the government of Pilate, rf certain 
gilt bucklers in the place of Herod, fituated 
in the city of Jeruſalem, and dedicated them 
to the honour of the emperor Tiberius. It 
was not from any motive of reſpect or ve- 
neration towards the emperor that Pilate 
conſecrated theſe bucklers, but merely from 
2 rancorous and malignant principle ts the 
people of our nation. The bucklers were 
inſcribed with the two names of the dedi- | 
cator and. the party in honour of whom 
they were dedicated ; but they did not ex- 
hibit figures or any other work prohibited 
by our laws. Intelligence of the dedica- 
tion, however, being circulated among the 

populace, they became exceedingly diſſatis- 
fed, and ſoon made application to the four 
ſons of the king, ſome other branches of 


| 


| 


of the firſt diſtinction, requeſting that they 
would exert their utmoſt endeavours to 
prevail upon. Pilate to remove the bucklers, 
the dedication of which they could not con- 


| 


religion, and the cuſtoms tranſmitted to 
them by their anceſtors, which had been 
held in high efteem and facred veneration 
by all preceding kings and emperors. Pilate 
being of a moroſe, violent, and ungracious | 
diſpoſition, replied to the interceſſions of | 
the mediators in an abrupt and affronting 
manner; in conſequence of which the 
pulace were greatly exaſperated, and t 
bitterly exclaimed againſt him. 

Some of the moft eminent inhabitants 
reſolved to report the circumſtances to Ti- 
berius, and at the fame time ſupplicate him 
to remove the cauſe of their complaints. 
Pilate was fomewhat alarmed at the mea- 
ſure, fearing that the delinqueney of his 
conduct in other reſpects would alſo tran- 


; 
| 


\ me. of » ed i. * 
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immediately wrote to him, and ſeverely 
reprimanded him for the impropriety and 


guſtus. 


———— 


— — 
— — 
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than once on that 


bey 
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ple; a letter, therefore, was diſpatched. to 
the empcror, couched in the moiſt earneſt, 


but loyal and affectionate terms. 


—— 


Tiberius had no ſooner peruſed the 
letter on behalf of the Jews, than he warmly 
reprobated the preſumptuous behaviour and 
indecent language of Pilate. The emperor 


inſolence of his conduct, and {ſtrictly en- 
joined him to cauſe the bucklers to be im- 


| mediately removed and conveyed to the ſea- 


port named Czfarea, and depoſited in the 
ſtructure dedicated to the honour of Au- 
By this expedient the reſpect due 
to the honour of the emperor was preſerved, 
and the affront to the laws and cuſtoms of 
the Jewiſh nation was removed, | 

« Upon the above-mentioned bucklers 
no images were engraven, nor did they ex- 
hibit any other repreſentations prohibited 
by our law; and they were placed only in 
the governor's palace. But I learn that it 
is now intended to erect a ſtatue in the ſanc- 
tuary of the temple of jeruſalem. This 
ſanctuary is a place held in ſuch ſacred ve- 
neration, that all perfons, excepting only 
the high-prieſt, are excluded from admiſ- 
fion ; and even the high-prieſt himſelf is 
not permitted to enter the holy ſanctuary 
excepting on one day in every year, when 
after celebrating a ſolemn faſt, the duty of 
his facred office requires him to burn incenſe 


to the glory and honour of the Almighty, 


and fervently to pray, according to the in- 
ſtitution of the Jewiſh religion, that the 
Lord, in his unbounded mery and benevo- 
lence, will be graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow 
a common peace and felicity to mankind 


| 


| during the enſuing year. 
the royal family, and divers other perſons 


Any perſon of our nation, excepting 
only the high- prieſt, who ſhall preſume to 
enter the holy fanctuary is condemned by the 
law to fufter death without mercy. If even 


ern 


the high - prieſt himſelf enters this place 
ſider but as à violation of their laws and 


— 


oftener than on one day in a year, or more 


day, he will inevitably be 


put to death. 
| «« You cannot but imagine, Sir, that, 
ſince ſuch feverity of puniſhment is de- 
nounced againft thoſe who trangreſs the 
law reſpecting the point in queſtion, the 
public ſafety would: be greatly endangered 
by the popular tumult that would certainly 
take place in conſequence of erecting a ſtatue 
in the holy ſanctuary, where not even the 
high-prieſt is permitted to enter but on cer- 
tain exprefs conditions. In ſhort, rather 
than ſurvive to be the miſerable witneſſes of 
ſo abominable an impiety, and ſo ſhocking: 
a violation of ous ſacred laws, our prieſts 
would put their wives and children to death, 
and yield up their own lives in a common 


ſpire. But his pride would not ſuffer him 
tg ſubmit to the remonſtrances of the peo- 


ſacrifice. 
I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak e 
e 


* 
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the conduct of the truly illuſtrious Auguſ- as acadernies, in which people were in- 
tus, who was indiſputably a prince of the || ſtrufted in the love and practice of virtue 
moſt exalted virtue that ever poſſeſſed the || piety, and juſtice; and that the ingual 
imperial dignity. His ſuperior wiſdom and || contributions called the firſt-fruits were 
virtue juſtly entitled him to the glorious || intended for no other purpoſe than that of 
appellation by which he was diſtinguiſhed. || offering ſacrifices in the temple to the ho- 
He maintained an uninterrupted tranquillity || nour of the Almighty. In ſhort, this il- 
throughout the whole world ; in chen ef eren. and benevolent prince iſſued an 


for which bleſſing he became the object of f expreſs command, that the Jews ſhould un- 
univerſal admiration. | | interruptedly enjoy the privilege of holding 
*« In a conference reſpecting the temple || their meetings, and making their contribu- 
of Jeruſalem, this illuſtrious prince was in- || tions, according to the accuſtomed practices 
formed that our law contained a prohihi- ||of their anceſtors. I do not pretend to have 
tion to the placing any carved image therein, || a perfect recollection of the exact diſpoſi- 
becauſe it was improper that a viſible figure || tion of the words of the deceaſed empe- 
ſhould be conſidered as a repteſentation of || ror's order; but I am confident that I am 
the eternal and almighty God. The em- not deceived as to the purport thereof: and 
peror deemed the prohibition to be perfeQ- || of this, Sir, you will be convinced on the 
ly confiſtent with reaſon : and being a man || peruſal of a letter from C. Norbanus Flac- 
of literary accompliſhments, he took occa- cus; of which I now ſend your majeſty a 
ſion of expreſſing many judicious remarks || faithful tranſcript, 
on what had tranſpired in the converſation ; 
ſometimes deducing his obſervations from 


n a C. NORBANUS FLACCUS, proconſul, 
the aiicourie of the learned men by whom to the magiſtrates of EPHESUS, greet- 
he was conſtantly attended; and at other ng.“ 
times pronouncing the ſentiments that were 'S 20 h 
dictated by his own fine genius and excel-] * THE emperor has tranſmitted to me 
lent underſtanding. a letter, wherein he has been pleaſed to 
_ * Auguſtus was ſo great an admirer of || ignify, that whereas the people of the 
literature, that while he fat at table, and || Jewiſh nation hold religious meetings, and 
during feſtival entertainments, he engaged collect monies to be tranſmitted to their 
in converſation with the moſt celebrated || temple at Jeruſalem, under the name of 
philoſophers, and other men of learning; fo || firſt- fruits, it is his imperial will and plea- 
that, while he received the refreſhments ||ſ{ure that they be allowed full liberty of 
which were neceſſary for the ſupport of || continuing the exerciſe of their privileges 
nature, he improved the time to ſuch great in theſe points, according to the ancient 
advantage as to enjoy the exquiſite ſatisfac- || cuſtoms of their country. This command 
tion reſulting from the indulgence of the || you are to obſerve, and thereto yield a due 
intellectual appetite. Innumerable inſtances || obedience,” 
might be adduced to prove the liberality of || There is yet another evidence to be 
the ſentiments entertained by Auguſtus re- || produced in confirmation of what I have 
garding the people of our perſuaſion ; but on || faid on the ſubje& of the friendly opinion 
the preſent occaſion ſhall introduce'only two|| which Auguſtus entertained of the people 
circumſtances ; and it is humbly preſumed || of the Jewiſh nation ; and this matter I 
that your majeſty will deem them fufficient || ſhall here introduce. Auguſtus commanded 
to prove that he was by no means an ene- || the obſervance of a daily ſacrifice in the 
my to the Jewiſh laws and religion, temple ; that the victims ſhould be a bull 
« Upon gaining information that the || and two lambs; and that the expence at- 
buſineſs of tranſmitting the treaſures, under || tending theſe offerings, to the honour of 
the denomination of firſt-fruits, to the holy || the Almighty, ſhould be defrayed from his 
temple of Jeruſalem, was not attended to{|own revenue. Theſe oblations have been 
with the regularity that the importance of || continued without interruption till the pre- 
the matter required, the emperor diſpatch- || ſent period. It was the intention of Cæſar 
ed letters to the governors of the ſeveral || that the ſacrifices ſhould be offered upon 
provinces of Aſia, ſtrictly commanding || the altar; but he was, nevertheleſs, per- 
them to offer no kind of impediment or in- fectly ſenſible that there was no kind of 
tercuption to the Jews in regard to their image or repreſentation of a divinity either 
aſſembling in the ſynagogues. But the within or without a temple. This learned 
liberty of holding public meetings was not and ſagacious prince was ſenſible that it 
extended to any people but thoſe of our was highly expedient to have a glorious 
nation. The emperor abſerved that the temple conſecrated with peculiar veneration 
aflemblies of the Jews did not reſemble to the honour of the inviſible God, and 
Bacchanalian entertaigments, where en- that no ſtatue ſhould be contained in the 
conragement was given to inebriation and || ſacred building, wherein men were to 
kdition ; but were rather to be conſidered perform their devotional exerciſes in the 


R confidence 


— 


686 


PHILO's: 


confidence that their piety would be 
crowned with the deſired reward. 

« ] ſhall now entreat your majeſty's 
permiſſion to ſpeak of the great diſtinction 
that was ſhewn to your temple by your 
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| moſt gratitude I acknowledge that your 
majeſty graciouſly reſtored me to freedom : 
but permit me to hope that you did not 
relieve me from my miſerable confinement 
in irons in order to ſubject me to more in- 


great grandmother, the empreſs Julia. 
This truly admirable princeſs, after the 
example of her illuſtrious conſort, beſtowed 
a profuſion of donatives of ineſtimable va- 
lue upon the holy fabric, conſiſting of gold 
and filver veſſels, and divers other rich and 
curious articles. But theſe donatives ex- 
hibited no figures, nor were they in any 
reſpe& offenſive to our laws. 

% Having produced ſo many remarkable 
inſtances in proof of the favour, clemency 
and protection, which the people of our 
nation experienced from the illuſtrious per- 


ſonages of your own family, and particu- 


larly from your progenitor, to whom you 


are indebted for your life, and the exalted 


ſtation which you at preſent enjoy, I hum- 
bly preſume to ſupplicate that your impe- 
rial majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
continue to us the enjoyment of thoſe 1n- 
eſtimable privileges which were confirmed 
to us by your illuſtrious predecefſors. Em- 
perors petition the man who 1s at preſent 
inveſted with the imperial dignity, auguſt 
princes intercede with a prince of the auguſt 
line, grandfathers and great-grandfathers 
ſupplicate a grandchild, and divers other 
exalted perſonages plead before the great 
and powerful Caligula, in favour of the 
Jewiſh religion, laws and cuſtoms, which 
from the time of their original inſtitution 
have been held in ſacred veneration to the 
preſent period. 

At muſt be acknowledged that if the 
abrogation of our laws takes place, it is 


poſſible the tranſgreſſion may not be im- 


mediately followed by a judicial vengeance ; 
bat let it be remembered, that to diſcover 
the events of futurity is beyond the utmoſt 

ower of the human mind; and that 


ſupportable oppreſſion. . . Th 

„The humble petition of Agrippa, 
whoſe obligations to your majeſty. ſurpaſs 
all powers of expreſſion, is that you will 
not reje& any earneſt ſupplication ; for I 
cannot Imagine that you would reſcue me 
from one calamity, and prolong the date of 
my exiſtence, that I might ſurvive to meet 
deſtruction in a more terrifying form. 

« I am. indebted to you, Sir, for the 
poſſeſſion of the regal dignity ; and after 
having inveſted me with that diſtinguiſhed 
| honour, it was-the pleaſure of the mighty 
| Czar to afford an additional proof of his 
royal bounty, and therefore he extended 
my authority over Trachonitis and Galilee. 
Do not, Sir, diveſt me of thoſe invaluable. 
privileges, the loſs of which will render 
the great and numerous favours I have re- 
ceived from you entirely deſtitute of their 
uſe and value. After having advanced me 
to the moſt glorious ſituation that the heart 
of man can aſpire te enjoy, do not precipitate 
me into the contrary extreme of miſery. 
| 1 entertain no ſolicitude for the preſervation 
[of the authority with which it was your 
| pleaſure to inveſt me: but, on the contrary, 
with the utmoſt willingneſs can reſign all 
the dignity and honours annexed to royalty, 
and return to my former ſtation in life. 
The only object of my petition is, that the 
laws and religion of my country may be 
preſerved from violation, If I prove fo 
unfortunate as to meet with your refuſal, 
the conſequence muſt be that the Jews, 
as well as all other people, will conſider 
me either as a vile betrayer of the intereſts 
of my country, or as being no longer eſ- 
teemed worthy the friendſhip of the em- 
peror ; and either of theſe events would 


though divine juſtice is ſometimes delayed, be productive of inſupportable affliction. 


it muſt, at length, inevitably arrive. What 
man who has a heart polluted with guilt, 
and does not impiouſly reject all belief in 
the exiſtence of an eternal and almight 

God, can be fo inſenfible of theſe conſide- 
rations as to defy the ſtings of conſcience, 


ing a ſpirit as not to tremble under the 
dreadful apprehenſion of meeting the re- 
tribation due to his iniquities ? 

„The great obligations which your 
majeſty has been pleaſed to confer upon me 
are ſo numerous, that ſufficient time is not 
allowed me barely to recount them ; and 


the ſubject is of too ſacred a nature to be. 


treated ſlightly, It is a matter of public 
notoriety, that it was my fortune to be made 
a priſoner ; and, when reduced to that 


ſtate, thrown into chains. With the ut- | 
J 


If the public imagine me to be ſtill one 


among the number of thoſe who are ho- 


noured with the royal favour, and at the 
ſame time obſerve me to be a witneſs to 
the profanation of our holy temple, which 


L | is the greateſt glory of the Jewiſh nation, 
and prove himſelf to be poſſeſſed of ſo dar- 


they will accuſe me as being a traitor to 
their cauſe, on the ſuppoſition that I had 


| neglected to exert my influence for averting 


the deſtruction of my country; for it is 


not ſuppoſed to be probable that emperors 


can deny ſuch favours as I preſume to re- 
{ queſt when they are petitioned by perſons 
who are honoured with the royal friend- 


ſhip. If I am ſo happy as to have forfeited 


that place which I once poſſeſſed in your 
eſteem, I entreat, Sir, that you will not, 
after the example of Tiberius, caſt me into 
— but that, inſtead of depriving * 

0 


TO THE EMPEROR CALIGULA, 


of liberty, you will conſign me to inſtant 
death ; for what inducement can there re- 
main to wiſh for a continuance of life, 
after having loſt the friendſhip of the im- 
perial Caligula, in which I have repoſed 
my beſt hopes of ſublunary happineſs. 


HA FP. 1. 
Caligula deliberates on Agrippa's letter; and, 


at length, he writes to Petronius, com- 
manding him to offer no profanation in the 
temple of Feruſalem ; but afterwards re- 
vokes this order. He cauſes a ſtatue to be 
made at Rome, and tranſported to Feruſa- 

lem without the knowledge of the Jews. 
The emperor repairs to Alexandria. 


AVING ſealed up the letter, and 
; ; diſpatched. a meſſenger with a ſtrict 
command to uſe all poſſible expedition in 
conveying it to the emperor, Agrippa cloſe- 
ly confined himſelf within the place of his 
reſidence, waiting under the greateſt anxie- 
ty of mind that can be imagined the iſſue 
of his remonſtrance ; for he was conſcious 
that the preſervation or ruin not only of 
Judea, but of the Jews inhabiting the ſe- 
veral parts of the univerſe, would depend 
on the gracious or unfavourable judgment 
that would attend his application to the 
emperor. 

Upon peruſing the letter from Agrippa, 
the countenance of the emperor plainly 
indicated the various emotions of his mind. 
At one time he was highly offended upon 
recollecting the diſobedience that had been 
ſhewn to his expreſs commands, in the de- 
lay of conſecrating a ſtatue to his honour 
in the temple of Jeruſalem; and then the 
natural auſterity of his diſpoſition relaxed, 
in ſome degree, in favour of king Agrippa, 
Whoſe application he could not deem to be 
inconſiſtent with either juſtice or reaſon, 
and from the humility of whoſe addreſs he 
could not withold ſome ſhare of approba- 
tion. At other times he at once cenſured 
and approved the conduct of Agrippa: he 
ſeverely reflected upon him for the zeal he 
had teſtified on behalf of his countrymen, 
whom he knew to be the only people in- 
clined to oppoſe the dedication ; but he 
acknowledged that ſuch conduct muſt cer- 
tainly ſpring from a noble ſoul, and that he 
was entitled to commendation for the ge- 
neroſity and candour with which he had 
declared his opinion, and for proceeding! 

reeable to the ſentiments of his heart. 

Caligula at length determined to extend 
his clemency to the Jews: he replied to 
Agrippa's letter, ſaying that the interceſ- 
fons of the king, had prevailed. upon him 
to countermand the orders reſpecting the 
dedication. At the ſame time he wrote to 
Petronius, the governor of Syria, adviting 
him that a change of inclination had taken 


— —— 


{ 


| place, and that it was now his ſovereign 


pleaſure to preſerve the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem from every kind of profanation. But 
that the prohibition might not operate at a 
future period in a_ manner diſagreeable to 
him, the emperor inſerted a condition in 
the ſame letter, of a tendency highly alarm- 
ing to the Jews; and it was conceived in 
terms to the following purpoſe : But it 
is provided, that if any perſon, of whatever 
denomination, ſhall hold our will and plea- 
ſure in ſuch diſreſpect as to offer any kind 
of impediment or oppoſition to the conſe- 
cration of temples, altars or ſtatues, to 
the honour of our royal ſelf, or any branch 
of our imperial family in any city, town or 
other place whatſoever, excepting only the 
metropolis of Judea, bearing the name of 
the city of Jeruſalem. In ſhort, it was 
laying a foundation for civil hoſtilities, It 
was univerſally expected that the enemies 
of the people of the Jewiſh perſuaſion 
would facrilegiouſly conſecrate ſtatues 
throughout every part of the country, un- 
der the ſanction of the edi iſſued by the 
emperor ; but it was not imagined that 
they would be induced to this conduct ſo 
much by their reſpe& to Caligula as by 
their enmity to the Jews. Our enemies 
ſuppoſed that the Jews would on no conſi- 
deration patiently ſubmit to be the wit- 
neſſes of the profanation of their laws, and 
that their oppoſition to his pleaſure would 


| fo highly incenſe Caligula, that, in order to 


puniſh them for their diſobedience, he 
would renew his poſitive commands for 
conſecrating the ſtatue in the ſanctuary of 
the holy temple. But it was the pleaſure 
of Divine Providence to maintain good 
order and diſcipline among the people ; 
however, the emperor repented of the 
determination he had ſo lately paſſed in 
our favour, and renewed his former ſen- 
timents reſpecting the dedication of his 
ſtatue ; and for this purpoſe iſſued an order 
that one ſhould be provided at Rome, and 
that this figure ſhould be compoſed of 
copper and richly gilt. He alſo command- 
ed that all poſſible care ſhould be employed 
in ſecretly tranſporting the image by ſea to 
Jeruſalem, and for adopting ſuch meaſures 
as would enable the people employed in 
this buſineſs to ere the figure in the tem- 
ple before the Jews could be well apprized. 
of the matter ; and, the better to diſguiſe 
his deſign, he reſolved on a voyage to Egypt, 
that it might appear as the voluntary act 
of the people. 

Caligula entertained an anxious deſire of 
viſiting Alexandria; which being the capital 
of Egypt, and on account of its advantageous 
fituation, a place of univerſal commerce, 
Caligula imagined that the example of 
that city would ſcarcely fail of influenc- 
ing thoſe of leſs conſideration, ſince peo- 
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his inhuman order had been executed, it 


tunate people were not barely compelled to 
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ple in a collective body were to be conſi- 


dered as bearing a ſimilarity to individuals 
in the circumſtance of regulating their 
conduct agreeable to the example of their 
ſuperiors. Hence, then, he concluded that 
he could not determine upon a fituation 
where a greater probability of ſucceſs would 
attend his ridiculous ſcheme of claiming 
the public honours of a divinity. 

The emperor was naturally of a variable, 
vindictive, and cruel diſpoſition ; which 
will be fully juſtified by the following 1n- 
ſtances : 

Having reſtored a number of priſoners to 
liberty, he almoſt immediately ordered 
them again into cloſe confinement, and 
rendered their fituation infinitely more in- 
ſupportable than that which they had be- 
foreexperienced by depriving them of every 
hope of recovering their freedom. 
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| tion was tortured to diſcoyer the means of 

yielding full gratification to the moſt ex- 
quiſite luxury; and it frequently happened 
that the magnificence and profuſion of a 
lingle entertainment was ſo great, that the 
attendant expence conſumed an ample for- 
tune, and, excluſive of that, incumbered 
the hoſt with a debt that he could not ex- 
pect ever to be in a condition to diſcharge. 
People of diſcernment, however, were ap- 
prized of the true motive of Caligula's 
plauſibility of behaviour; and therefore 
avoided contracting a familiarity with him, 
which they conſidered as a dangerous al- 
lurement to deſtruction. 

There were no people againſt whom he 
entertained ſo mortal an averſion as to the 
Jews; and they experienced the molt vio- 
lent effects of his impetuous, cruel, and 


Some other perſons, who were entire] 
unconſcious of guilt, became the object of 
the tyrant's diſpleaſure; and were ordered 
into baniſhment, which was deemed a 
proof of great mercy, conſidering the cha- 


rater of the man who had acted in the 
In a ſhort time, 


capacity of their judge. 
however, the emperor, perhaps repenting of 


his lenity, commanded a military power to 


aſſaſſinate the unfortunate exiles; and when 


was not in his power to aſſign a motive 
for ſo extraordinary a conduct; for he had re- 


ceived no kind of provocation, the unhappy 


ſufferers having behaved with ſuch exem- | 


plary prudence as to avoid every proceed- || 


ing that could poſſibly excite ſuch barbari- 
ty. On occaſion of this melancholy event 
all the noble families of Rome put them- 
ſelves into mourning, in teſtimony of their 
affliction for the horrid murder of their 
friends and relations. 
When the emperor parted with money, 
it was always with a rapacious deſign, and 
with a predetermination to effect the ruin| 
of thofe who received it, He would never 
acknowledge that the money was to be 
conſidered either as a gift, or as a loan, 
for which intereſt was to be paid; but 
conſtantly pretended that it had been ſtolen 
or fraudulently obtained. The unfor- 


make reſtitution, but even to ſurrender to 
Caligula their whole eſtates, whether they 
had become poſſeſſed of them in virtue of 
hereditary right, or acquired them by their 
own induſtry. | 

It was the practice of Caligula to 
ruin the fortunes of thoſe people who ima- 
gined themſelves moſt honoured by him. 
By a complimentary addreſs, and the ap- 
pearance of friendſhip, he ſeduced them to 
provide entertainments for bim at an enor- 
mous expence. 


— 


unrelenting temper. He commenced his 


y|| oppreſſive proceedings in Alexandria, where 


he expelled theſe oppreſſed people their 
oratories, and erected in thoſe buildings 
ſtatues to his own honour, no one daring 
to oppole the horrid profanation. The 
temple of Jeruſalem was the only ſacred 
place now remaining unviolated; and the 
emperor had even the preſumption to pur- 
ſue meaſures for conſecrating that holy 
fabric to his honour, under the denomina- 


P 


p 


| tion of, The temple of the new Jupiter, 


! 


the illuſtrious Caius Caligula.“ 
| TOE | 
CH A P. XVII. 


The inſulting and cruel treatment which 
Philo, and the other perſons compoſing the 
embaſſy, received from Caligula. 


THE time being arrived when we 
were to have audience, we were in- 
troduced into the preſence of the emperor ; 
the fierceneſs of whofe countenance and 
deportment we interpreted into a certain 
indication that he was to be conſidered ag 
an inveterate enemy rather than an impar- 
tial judge. So important was the cauſe 
in agitation, that on the iſſue thereof ab- 
ſolutely depended the privileges and even 
the lives of the vaſt multitude of Jews who 
inhabited Alexandria, The rights for 
which the Jews contended were ſo evident- 
ly founded in juſtice, that during the ſpace 
of four hundred years their claim had re- 
mained wholly uncontroverted. Inſtead of 
behaving to us with the candor and mode- 
ration becoming the character of a judge, 
and conforming to the uſual methods of 
equity and juſtice, the inhuman tyrant 
treated us with diſreſpe& and indignity, that 
would have proved degrading to the moſt 
contemptible of his vaſſalss. 
The emperor had for three or four days 
retired to the two gardens ſituated between 


— 


To compliment the em- the palace and the town, and occupied by 


peror on occaſion of theſe meetings, inven-}| Macznas and Lamias. By Caligula's de- 


fire 


To THE EMPEROR CALIGULA. 


fire the gardeners were called into his pre- horrible blaſphemy, a tremblin pervaded i 


ſence; and he ordered them to open the |} all our bodies, and the courſe of the blood 
ſeveral doors, ſaying that he was diſpoſed || was ſtopped within our veins. 
to walk for the benefit of the freſh air, and The emperor now proceeded to view the 
to amnſe himſelf by examining the curio- 
ſities with which the place abounded ; and || fices to the rooms of entertainment, point- 
he now gave orders for our introduction. ing out what he deemed to be defective; 
Upon our appearance before the emperor and ordering the improvements that he 
we proſtrated ourſelves at his feet, addreſs-|| was deſirous of having introduced. We 
ing him by the titles of Emperor and | 
Auguſtus, and offering other proofs of || our adverſaries making us the objects of 
the moſt profound humility and reſpect. || raillery and contempt. Like buffoons on a 
Caligula returned our falutations in a man- || ſtage they infulted our misfortunes with 
ner that convinced us our application would || illiberal and acrimonious jeſts. The con- 
be rejected, and that our lives were in im- || duct of our adverſaries, in ſhort, was like 
minent danger. At length, with a mali- || a theatrical repreſentation; where the man 
cious ſmile, he accoſted us in this manner: || who ſhould have maintained the character 
« I preſume you belong to that deteſtable of a judge became an accuſer, permitting 
fraternity who inſolently affront my ſacred || his partiality to be encreaſed to a more 
perſon with contempt, by offering adorations || ſhameful degree by the irritations of the 
to an unknown and nameleſs god, when all || favoured party. Having ſo iniquitous 4 
the reſt of the world yield a willing obe- judge, and ſo implacable an enemy, in the 
dience to the divinity of Caligula?” He || perſon of the emperor, we deemed it pru- 
now raiſed his hands towards heaven, and ||dent to remain in filence, conſidering that 
with great vehemence uttered expreſſions ||as our only defence; for the moſt power- 
too horrible for repetition. The behaviour || ful arguments could not. affiſt our cauſe, 
of Caligula was underſtood by our adverſa- and we were unwilling to provoke the ty- 
ries as a declaration in their favour ; and || rant to offer additional affronts to our re- 
being unable to conceal their joy on this ||ligion. | | 
occaſion, they applied to the emperor every || Having given ſome directions reſpecting 
attribute, name and honour, peculiar tothe buildings, Caligula ſaid to us, with 
Almighty God. |[an affected gravity, * I beg to be informed 
A man named Iſodore, of an inſfinuating ||of the reaſon you have for ſo obſtinately 
diſpoſition, obſerving the remarkable ſatiſ- perſiſting iſt, a refuſal to feed upon ſwine's 
faction with which the emperor liſtened to fleſn.“ Hereupon our opponents burſt in- 
the extravagant and impious flatteries that||to a violent fit of laughter, which was 
were offered him, availed himſelf of the|| partly excited by: the ridicule of the queſ- 


_—_—— 


opportunity of ſpeaking to the following || tion, and partly affected with a view of in- 
effect: Your diſpleaſure, Sir, would be|| gratiating themſelves with the emperor; 


more violent againſt theſe people as well || by. pretending to admire his vivacious and 
as thoſe by whom they are deputed, were || {ſatirical humour. Some perſons of diſtine- 
you but ſenſible of the implacable averſion || tion, who poſſeſſed a greater ſhare of good 
they have towards your facred perſon. The|| manners than the reſt cenſured: the beha- 
Jews were the only people who witheld|| viour of theſe people, as being exceedingly 
their concurrence when vows and ſuppli- || indiſcreet- in preſence of the emperor ; add- 
cations were offered up for preſerving the ing that ſuch liberties were not to be excuſed 
life, and rendering auſpicious the reign, of || but among perſons of equal rank living on 

the imperial Caligula.” Hereupon we una- terms of friendſhip and familiarity. 
nimoufly exclaimed, © We are moſt groſs- In reply to the emperor's queſtion con- 
ly traduced to your majeſty; we have offer- || cerning ſwine's fleſh, we faid, that vatious 
ed up whole hecatombs for the long life, | cuſtoms and manners reſpeQively prevailed 
| happineſs and proſperity of Cæſar; and after in different places and among different 
ſprinkling the blood of the victims upon people ; that we admitted the uſe of ſome 
the altar; we did not, according to the things were denied to us, but begged, at 
practice of many people, convey the fleſn the ſame time, to obſerve that our op- 
away, in order to feaſt ourſelves, but we || ponents were prohibited the uſe of others. 
committed the whole facrifice to be con-||It was ſaid by one of the company that 
ſumed in the ſacred fire. Three ſeveral || ſome people refuſed to eat mutton. The 
times have we thus ſhewn honour to people who refuſe to eat mutton (ſaid Ca- 
Caligula.” 1 ; hgula) certainly are entitled to commenda- 
« [ acknowledge (replied the furious Ca- tion ; for it is by no means grateful to the 
ligula) that you have offered up ſacrifices; palate ; and theſe words he accompanied 
but they were not intended s an honour to with a ſmile. It muſt be confeſſed that 
me; they were offerings to an unknown theſe ſarcaſtic and inſulting reflections provy- 


11 RE NET Ts 
nne Gs 


tt 


imaginary divinity.” Upon hearing nes as an aggravation to our diſtreſs, At length 
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{ſeveral apartments, from the common of- 


followed the emperor from place to place; 
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PHILO's EMBASSY 


the emperor addreſſed us in an impetuous 
manner, demanding on what foundation 
it was that we reſted our claim to the pri- 
vilege of citizens. We immediately pro- 
ceeded to urge arguments in defence of our 
rights; but the emperor obſerving that 
they were founded in ſuch ſtrict juſtice as 
to be wholly incontrovertible, and appre- 
hending that it was in our power to adduce 
others of ſtill greater fotce, he abruptl 

interrupted the ſpeech, and ſuddenly ſtart- 
ing from his ſeat, haſtened into the great 
hall. Having walked for ſome time in 
this place; he gave orders for the windows 
to be ſhut. The glaſs of theſe windows 


was as tranſparent and brilliant as the clear- 


eſt cryſtal, and ſo contrived as to exclude 
the ſun as well as the wind, and yet afford 
a free admiſſion to the light. Soon after 
this, he approached us with a gentle pace, 
a compoſed countenance, and an air of 


. complacency, and, in a ſoftened tone of 


voice, demanded what requeſt we had to 
urge to him. We now determined to com- 
municate our requiſitions in as few words 


| proper conduct of their principals. Gn 
this conſideration we deemed ourſelves for- 
tunate in having eſcaped fo material a part 
of the threatened danger ; but we were 
ſtill under a terrible anxiety on account of 
the ſentence which the emperor was yet to 
pronounce; for it was not poſſible that he 
could judge as to the equity of our claim, 
fince he had not condeſcended to be in- 
formed of the particulars of the cauſe ſub- 
mitted to his deciſion. It would have been 
a moſt deplorable circumſtance had the vaſt 
multitudes of people compoſing the Jewiſh 
nation been ſubjected to the ſeverity of 
treatment experienced by their five ambaſ- 
ſadors. Had the emperor determined the 
cauſe in favour of the Alexandrians, we 
muſt have expected perſecutions in every 
other place. Our habitations, oratories, 
and other places dedicated to religious pur- 
poſes, would have been deſtroyed, and the 
ſacred laws and religious rites of our anceſ- 
tors entirely aboliſhed: and thus abridged 
of every hope of relief from our grievous 
oppreſſion, the burden of life would have 


— 


as poſſible: but Caligula ſuddenly departed become intolerable. When reduced to 


without hearkening to us. 


We now judged that under the terrible it was poſſible for human nature to ſuſ— 


diſappointments we had experienced, the 
molt eligible conduct we could purſue 
would be to make every neceflary prepara- 
tion for death. But the Almighty was 
pleaſed to compaſſionate our miſerable ſitua- 
tion, and to moderate the fury of our per- 
ſecutor : for Caligula returning, ordered us 


to retire, ſaying only the following words: 
The people who refute to honour me as a 


divinity, I conſider as being rather unhappy 
than iniquitous!” 

We now enjoyed ſome reſpite from our 
calamities. But 1t is not to be underſtood 
that we were alarmed by the dread of death : 
on the contrary, to have yielded up our 


the moſt deplorable ſtate of miſery that 


tain, we were treacherouſly deſerted by 
our temporizing friends, on whom we had 
placed our moſt ſanguine hopes of receiv- 
ing ſupport, and who were conſcious of 
the juſtice of our cauſe. | 

The Jews were the only people at that 
time under the dominion of the Romans 
who oppoſed Caligula's unaccountable am- 
bition in wiſhing to be conſidered as a di- 
vinity ; and their uniform obſtinacy gave 
him a great ſhare of uneaſineſs, as he did not 
think it altogether prudent to carry utter 
and general deſtruction among them on fo 
ridiculous a pretence. Could it have been 
done privately, he would gladly have availed 


— 
—— — 
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lives for promoting the common cauſe of|| himſelf of the opportunity. Indeed, to 


our country, and for preſerving the rites of 


our religion, we ſhould have accounted the 
greateſt bleſſing to which human nature 


could poſſibly arrive. In the ſituation to 
which we were reduced, our deaths could 


not poſſibly have been productive of happy 
effects; but would have incurred diſgrace 
upon our employers, if not have tended to 


the ruin of our cauſe. When deputies 
prove unſucceſsful in their negociations, 
the failure is generally attributed to the im- 
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people who entertained fo nice a ſenſe of 
their religious rites, the horrid impieties, 
and the unparalleled blaſphemies with 
which he inſulted their ambaſſadors in pri- 
vate, and the public contempt which he 
manifeſted for every thing ſacred in public, 
muſt prove ſufficiently agonizing, inde- 
pendent of the outrages and murders com- 
mitted for refuſing to acknowledge him 


as a god who fell infinitely ſhort of the 
character of a man. 
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I. MAC CABEEsS. 
HAF. I. 
8 > Y deſign, in the following diſ- 
M courſe, being to ſhew that rea- 


ſon is the perfection of wiſdom, 


| 


and the ruler of the paſſions, 
2 when duly improved by ſtudy 
and religion, I cannot but exhort my rea- 
ders to apply themſelves with the utmoſt 
aſſiduity to the attainment of knowledge, 
the moſt important of all acquiſitions. 
Reaſon is a neceſſary preliminary to know- 
ledge, in which, if we excel, we may be 
ſaid to excel in the nobleſt and moſt com- 

rehenſive of all virtues, which is prudence. 
It is reaſon alone that can effectually re- 
ſtrain the inordinate affections of the mind, 
correct the depravity of nature, and thoſe 
corrupt inclinations, which are oppoſed to 
the love and practice of virtue. That 
branch or degree of it which ſubdues the 
paſſions of anger, fear, and grief, and what- 
ever elſe enervates the mind, may properly 
be denominated fortitude. 

To this it may perhaps be objected, if 
reaſon has this dominion over the paſſions, 
or perturbations of the mind, why has it 
not the ſame controuling power over igno- 
rance and forgetfulneſs ? This is a frivolous 
objection, and foreign to the caſe in point; 
for when we affirm that reaſon has a controul. 
ing power over the paſſions, we mean thoſe 
defects of nature only as are oppoſite to juſ- 
tice, temperance, and fortitude; all which 
are of a diſtinct kind, and belong to the 
ſenſitive ſoul; but not ſuch are defects 


peculiar to itſelf, and appertain to the ra- 

tional ſyſtem. Again, in this objection the 

lectual faculty improved, and rightly guided 

by reflection, preferring a life conducted by 
| wiſdom 


nature of this ſovereignty is miſrepreſented; 
for we do not mean that reaſon entirely re- 


— 


— 


—_— — 8 1 _ a * _ — — 4 
—— 


„ — . 


moves thoſe affections, but does not ſo far 
ſubmit, as to ſuffer itſelf to be vanquiſhed 
by them. my = | 
That it is in the power of reaſon to ſub - 
due the paſſions, I could demonſtrate by 
the examples of perſons who have ſigna- 
lized themſelves in dying in defence of truth 
and virtue; among whom none are more 


m — 


tyred with their mother: all of whom de- 


ſevering to the laſt moment, have incon- 
teſtibly proved the command of reaſon over 
the paſſions. Theſe perſons excited the 
admiration not only of thoſe Who were in- 
different ſpectators of their ſufferings, but 
even of thoſe very enemies and moſt preju- 


courage and patience which their own im< 
placable malice exerciſed after ſo inhuman 
and barbarous a manner. Thus. they be- 
came the means of rdleafing their nation 
from oppreſſion, conquering the rage of a 
tyrant by their ſufferings, and becoming « 
ſacrifice of expiation for their country. 

I intend, firſt, to make ſome general re- 
marks on this point, and then attend to 


the fountain of wiſdom, who hath been 
pleaſed to leave fuch undeniable evidence of 
this truth in the perſon whoſe virtues I am 


about to tecord. 


The queſtion 1s plainly this : Whether 
reaſon can controul and govern the paſſions ? 
In order thereto it will be neceſſary to ex- 


what by paſſion, how matiy ſpecies there 


ſway over them all. 
By reaſon, then, I underſtand the intel- 


conſpicuous, or more deſervedly admired, 
than Eleazar and the ſeven brethren mar- 


ſpiſing the moſt exquiſite tortures, and per-. 


diced tormentors, who ſtood amazed at the 
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this particular inſtance, giving glory to God 


plain what is to be underſtood by reaſon, 


are of paſſions, and whether reaſon bears 
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vineyard, in the ſabbatic year. 


their vices. 


FLAVIUS JOSE 


PHUS ON THE 


wiſdom and truth. By wiſdom I under-}} and to help their eattle when fallen, and 


ſtand the knowledge of divine and human 


affairs, and the true cauſes and grounds of | 


each, ſuch as we attain by the diſcipline! 
and inſtruction of the law; which teaches 
us to embrace thoſe truths which relate to 
God with reverence, and thoſe reſpecting 
men as things directed to; and deſigned for 


the benefit of mankind. Wiſdom may be 


divided into four particular branches ; pru- 
dence, juſtice, fortitude, and temperance. 
The nobleſt and moſt comprehenfive of 
theſe is prudence; becauſe reaſon, through 
its aſſiſtance and influence, attains domi- 
nion over the paſſions: 


[WY 


f OSEPH acquired laſting n, he 


conquering his pafſion in the bloom of 


life, when urged by the united attractions 


of beauty and importunity. It is not mere- 
ly allaying the fury of vehement purſuits 


impurity, that. reaſon can or ought to do, 
ſince it is plain our very inclinations are un- 
der its juriſdiction, otherwiſe the law would 
have been moſt abſurd in laying upon us a 
command fo impracticable as that, Thou 


any thing that is thy neighbour's. It is 
evident, that when the law forbids us to 


reaſon is able to conquer our deſires: and 
thus it is not only in thoſe things which are 
oppoſite to the virtues of temperance, but 


juſtice alſo: otherwiſe what, remedy could| 


there be for reforming the luxurious, ava- 
ricious, or ſordid man? When a perſon of 
a covetous diſpoſition is prevailed upon to 
conform to the precepts of our law, he re- 
ſtrains his defires, lends to the poor with- 
out taking uſury, and remits the debt at 
the year of jubilee ; and though he be ever 
ſo frugal, he is obliged by this law neither 
to gather in the fruits of his field, nor his 


——_——. = 


In fact, ſeveral inſtances might be pro- 
duced to ſhew that reaſon governs paſſion; 
for the law in ſome caſes exerciſes domi- 
nion over natural affections to parents, for- 
bidding them, even for their children's ſakes 
to betray the cauſe of truth and virtue; ſo 


manding us to puniſh them for their tranſ- 
greſſions: ſo alſo reſpecting love to our 
children, enjoining us to correct them when 
they act wrong; and, laſtly, over kindneſs 
to our friends, in directing us to reprove 
In confirmation of this truth, 
it is further to be obſerved, that reaſon, when 


— 


| goodneſs, 


| Das u for that objection, which makes a doubt 
covet at all, it more ſtrongly implies that 


. « AS 


in diſtreſs. 
It is alſo clear that reaſon ſways the more, 


violent paſſions; ſuch as ambition, vain- 


glory, and envy ; for all theſe unſeemly diſ- 
poſitions are removed and ſubdued by a 
mind thoroughly inſtructed by pure reaſon ; 
as is anger alſo, though the moſt ungoverna- 
ble of all paſſions. If it were not fo, how 
could our wiſe anceſtor Jacob fo ſeverely 
condemn his ſons, Simeon and Levi, when 
they, in direct oppoſition to reaſon, utter] 

deſtroyed the whole race of the Shechemites ? 
ſaying, in abhorrence of their intemperate 


[| rage, “ Curſed be their anger, for it was 
fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel.” 


He had certainly no view in ſpeaking thus, 
unleſs perſuaded that reaſon was able te 
conquer wrath, | 


H A FP. III. 


| 


5 EN OD, when he created m: A Jued 
after pleaſure, and abſtaining from acts off 1 eee 


| him with reafon and a freedom of 
will; he implantcd in his nature various 
paſſions and diſpoſitions, but left his intel- 
lectual mind the government over all the 
ſenſual appetites. . He then impoſed a law 


as a rule, whereby he might direct himſelf, 
ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor y I Im ſę 


and lead a life of temperance, juſtice, and 
What ground can there be then 


whether reaſon can maſter the paſſions, be- 
cauſe it does not appear that it attains to 
abſolute dominion over forgetfulneſs and 
ignorance? We are not to expect that reaſon 
ſhould. totally exempt us from all evil. diſ- 
poſitions ; but it will aid us in ſuch con- 
flicts. 

We read, that David, after having en- 
gaged a whole day with an army of Phili- 


| tines, and made great flaughter among 


them, retired in the evening into his tent, 
fatigued and ſpent, where all the forces of 
our foreſathers were encamped around him. 
The reſt. refreſhed themſelves contentedly ; 
but the king, who was exceedingly thirſty, 
could not ſatisfy his. appetite with any wa- 
ter drawn out of thoſe ſprings of which 


| they had plenty. An inconſiderate defire 


| ſeized him to With to drink of water in the 
enemy's garriſon. Hereupon ſome of the 


it does over tenderneſs to our wives, C | officers, deſirous of ſatisfying their royal 
W1 9. Olm 


maſter, armed themſelves, took a veſſel, 
broke through the enemy's trenches, paſſed 
their guards, ſought out the well of Beth- 


lehem, and from thence brought him the 


water he ſo ardently deſired. But David, 
though parched with thirſt, recollecting 
how inhuman and dangerous a thing it 


| would be to gratify his appetite with what 


influenced by the law, overcomes hatred to] had hazarded men's lives, and. that drinking 


enemies, for it prohibits the cutting down|| the water would be in effect to drink blood, 


their fruit-trees ; it orders us to reſtore to 


our enemies things which they have loſt, made a libation of it to the deity. 


4 | Thus 


oppoled his reaſon to his. inclination, and 


MARTYRDOM OP THE MACABEES. 


Thus it is evident, that a mind ſtrictly he was about to ſeize on the treaſury, angels 


temperate and wiſe can oyetcome the im- 


pulſe of the paſſions, extinguiſh the flames 
of the moſt furious deſires, contend with 
the moſt exquiſite bodily pains, and, in 
fine, quell all the perturbations that diſ- 
compoſe the human frame. But it now 
becomes neceſſary to confirm this argument 


by demonſtrative proofs of this power of 


reaſon exemplified by practice, of which 
our forefathers have given undeniable in- 
ſtances. When through a ſtri& obſervance 
of their law, they had ingratiated them- 
ſelves with foreign princes, and prevailed 
upon Selucus Nicanor, king of Aſia, ſo 
far, that he ſet apart a portion of his public 


revenues to defray the expence of the ſacri- 
fices, as highly approving their inſtitutions 3 | 


it happened, after this profound tranquil- 


lity, that ſome of them were brought under 
various and ſevere trials by the ill offices of 
wicked men, who diſturbed the public 


peace. 


CHAP: IV. 


Man called Simon, created a quarrel 
with Onias, the high-prieſt for life. 
Onias poſſeſſed the greateſt integrity, and 
conſequently ſtood high in the eſtimation of 
all ranks. But Simon endeavoured to vilify 


his character by the fouleſt aſperſions; till 


finding his attempts vain to leſſen him 


in the eſteem of the people, he fled to Apol- 


lonius, who was then governor of Syria and 
Phonicia; and told him, that from his great | 


zeal for the king his maſter, he was come 
to make a diſcovery of a vaſt ſum of mone 
depoſited in the treaſury at Jeruſalem; not 


appropriated to the temple, nor employed 

to any public uſe, but wealth hoarded up 
entirely by private men, and therefore of 

courſe the right of Seleueus. Apollonius 


having received this account, commended 
Simon's zeal for the king's ſervice, waited 
upon Seleucus, and imparted to him the 


on horſes, clad in. ſhining armour, and 


the ground in the court of the Gentiles, 
ſtretching out his hands to heaven, and 
ſupplicating the Hebrews with many tears 
to offer their prayers - for him, that he 
might not be deſtroyed by that tremendous 
hoſt. The high-prieſt, Onias, moved with 
compaſſion, and fearing leſt Seleucus 
ſhould impute the death of Apollonius to 
human treachery, granted his requeſt ; fo 
that, being thus miraculouſly ſaved, he re- 
turned back to the king, and related to him 
the particulars that had befallen him. 

King Seleucus dying ſoon after, was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon Antiochus, who was of an 
imperious and favagediſpoſition: he deprived 
Onias of the pcieſthood, and put into that 
office his brother Jaſon, upon a compact of 
an annual tribute of three thouſand fix hun- 
dred and fixty talents, which he had co- 
venanted to pay him. The king having 
conſtituted this Jaſon ſuperintendant, not 
only over eceleſiaſtical matters as high-prieſtz 
but alſo over civil affairs, he put our nation 
under ſevere trials; and, by introducing new 
cuſtoms contrary to the law, hurried them 
into all manner of impurity. He not only 
inſtituted Grecian games in our metropolis, 
but aboliſhed the uſe of the temple z in- 
ſomuch that the Divine vengeance being 
provoked, Antiochus was ſtirred up to 
make war againſt the Jews. Being engaged 
in an expedition againſt Ptolemy, king of 
Egypt, and informed at the ſame time that 
lome of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem had 
exprefled joy at the report of his being 
dead, he turned his forces that way, and 
made great havock among them, publiſh- 
ing withal an edict forbidding any of them 
to obſerve the cuſtoms of their country, 
upon pain of death. Finding this edict had 


| 


ſecret. Upon this information he obtained not its intended effect, but that all his 


. a commiſſion from the king, and marched 
into our country, bringing with him the 
traitor Simon, and a very powerful army. 

On his arrival, he gave out that he came 
by order of the king, to remove the private 
money that was depoſited in the ſacred 


treaſury. The nation took alarm, and com- 


plained of it as an horrible injuſtice to de- 
prive thoſe of their money who had de- 
poſited it in the ſacred treaſury ; and there- 


fore reſiſted the officer as much as they | 
were able. But Apollonius forcibly made | 
up to the temple. The prieſts, upon this, 


with their wives and children, proftrating 
themſelves before the ſacred place, im- 
plored the Almighty to defend his own 
temple from profanation and contempt. 

Apollonius ſtill perſiſting, entered the 


"place with a body of armed men; but as | 


ſevereſt threatenings and puniſhments were. 
ſo far deſpiſed, that even the women who 
continued the practice of circumciſing their 
children were caſt down headlong from 


at the little regard ſhewn to his authority, 
that he came in perſon, and by torments 
compelled thoſe that were brought before 


him to eat of meats unclean and ſorbidden 
by the law. | 


CHAS Y; 


ſeated himſelf on a tribunal, ſur- 
rounded by his counſcllors, and a ſtrong 
body of armed men, he commanded man 

of the Hebrews to be brought by force be- 


fore him, and compelled them to eat of 
| &K | ſwine's 


from heaven ſuddenly appeared, mounted 


ſtruck Apollonius and his ſoldiers with 
fear and trembling. The governor fell to 


the walls of the city, though they knew 
what they were to ſuffer: he was ſo amazed 


"HEN the tyrant Antiochus had 
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FLAYVLIUS JONUEPHUS 0 -.N THE 


{wines fleſh, and meats offered to idols, 
upon pain of the torture in caſe of a refuſal. 
After many had beed thus barbarouſly treat- 
ed, a certain man named Eleazar, of the 
family of the prieſts, by profeſſion a lawyer, 
far advanced in years, and known to ſeveral 
who ſtood round the tyrant, was brought 
before him. Antiochus obſerving the vene- 
rable ſage, thus addreſſed him: | 
% Before I proceed to uſe any ſeverity, 
let me adviſe thee; reverend old man, to 
fave thy own life by ſubmitting to eat of 
ſwines fleſh; for I am willing to pay reſpect 
to thy age and grey hairs, and am ſurprized 
that the experience of ſo many years ſhould 
not have made thee wiſer than ſtill to per- 
| ſevere in the Jewiſh ſuperſtition. It ſeems 
to me a moſt unreaſonable thing for men to 


OO 


| 


— 


Nay, though our law were not, as you ate 
pleaſed to ſuggeſt, really divine, yet I muft 
crave leave to fay, that fo long as we con- 
tinue to believe it divine, that very perſua- 
ſton ought to be an effectual reſtraint upon 
us, from violating or thinking meanly of any 

religious ordinances eſtabliſhed by it. Dy 
not therefore imagine, if we ſhould ſubmit 
to defile ourſelves by unclean meats; that 
this would he deemed a pardonable fault ; 
for the crime of the offender 1s the ſame; 
and the law equally infringed, be the in- 
ſtance in which a man tranſgreſſes great or 
ſmall. You, Sire, ſpeak contemptuouſly 
of our religion, as an inſtitution unbecom- 
ing men of found reaſon. But I muſt be 
bold to fay, it is the beſt and moſt conſum- 
mate philoſophy ; for it teaches us temper- 


| 


| 


abridge themſelves of any innocent pleaſures, 
and great injuſtice to themſelves, and in- 
gratitude to nature, to refuſe any of thoſe 
enjoyments which her bounty hath fo 
kindly provided for us. 
thou then expreſs ſuch abhorrence of that 


molt delicious of all meats, the fleſh of 


ſwine? This may in others ſcem ſomewhat 


more excuſable; but in you, who ought to 


be a perſon of better judgment, it would 
be a moſt unaccountable folly to be pre- 


judiced by a falſe and empty notion of re- 


ligion, and for an idle fancy to contemu 
my authority, and draw a needleſs puniſh- 
ment upon your own head. Wilt not thou 
then ſuffer thine eyes to be opened, and be 
awakened out of this dream of thy peculiar 
perſuaſion, and ſer thyſelf free from the 
bondage of fo moroſe and ſingular a notion? 
Will this friendly expoſtulation prevail for 
nodeference to be paid to my great kindneſs; 
and the compaſſion I have tor thy age move 
thee to no compatlion for thyſelf? Methinks 
it ſhould; for though what I have ſaid does 
not convince thee of the vanity of thy 
opinion in this point, yet thou muſt allow, 
that if there be a power above, which does 
as thou ſuppoſeſt, require the obſervance of 
this religion, that power hath ſo much 
goodneſs as to pardon the tranſgreſſion of 
his laws, when it is not the offender's own 
aàct and choice, but the effect of force and 
conſtraint.“ | 

Eleazar having duly attended to theſe] 
words, entreated of the king permithon to 
ſpeak tor himſelf; which being granted, he 
ſtood forth, and in the preſence of the 
whole aſſembly ſpoke as follows. 

Sire, we who are fully convinced that 
it is our duty, in all things, to behave our- 
ſelves according to the law given us by God, 
are perfectly per ſuaded, that no neceſſity 
can more oblige us, no force be ſtronger 
upon us, than that by which we ſtand 
bound to obey his law ; and for this reaſon 
we think our acting contrary to it cannot 
be diſpenſed with on any terms whatfoever. 


| 


— — 


Why ſhoul:eſt|| 


ance, the conqueſt of our paſſious and deſires, 
and ſets us above all pleaſures It trains us 
up in theexerciſe of fortitude, and commands 
us to undergo pain willingly and cheartu:ty, 
It teaches us the more exact juſtice, and 
orders us to confine our worſhip and abſo- 
lute reverence to the one true God, On 
this account we dare not eat things prohibit- 
ed and unclcan; for we are tally pet ſuaded, 
that he who created our nature had due regard 
to it; that the very iuſtitution of this law 
was ſo far from a hardſhip, as in itfeli to 
be an act of goodneſs and mercy, and that 
the things forbidden are hurtful to our ſouls; 
whereas thuſe allowed for food are uſeful 
and convenient. It is therefore the very 
extremity of tyranny to force us to eat that 
which is pernicious, and not allowed us, be- 
cauſe of a quality which renders it unfit to 
be eaten. But this is a triumph which I 
ſhall never give you over me. Nor mult I 
falſiſy the ſolemn oaths, and only engage- 
ments wheieby our anceſtors have bound 
themſelves and their poſterity to the faithful 
obſervance of this law; not though you 
{ſhould command my eyes to be put out, 
and my bowels to be'burnt. Old age hath 
not ſo impaired my mind, nor enfeebled my 
body, but that-when religion and duty call 
me, my reaſon can yet approve itſelf youth- 
ful and vigorous. If this reply provoke 
you, prepare your inſtruments of torture, 
and heat your furnace-hotter ſtill; all that 
ſhall not move me to ſpare my old age, fo 


as, for the ſafety of my perſon, to violate 


the law of my country and my God. That 
holy law to which I owe my initruttion, I. 
will never deſert ; thou dearcit of all virtues, 
temperance, by which we preſerve our 
native ſovereignty over the appetites, I will 
never abjure thee; thou beſt of all, philo- 
ſophy, 1 will never diſgrace thee; the holy 
order of prieſthood, I will neither forego, 
nor blemiſnh. My anceſtors ſhall find me 
come to them pure and conttant, poſſefling a 
ſoul as free from ſtain, as undaunted ua- 
der the moſt exquiſite torments. 
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MART V RDOM OF THE MACAB EES. 


CHAP. VI. 

I" LEAZAR, in conſequence of this re- 
ply to the tyrant, was dragged to the 

moſt cruel torments by the guards that ſtood 
round. They pulled off the old man's gar- 


ment, the venerable habit of his religion; and 
having bound both his hands behind, unmer- 


cifully ſcourged him, an officer calling out at | 


every ſtroke, ** Obey the king's commands!” 
The brave Eleazar, however, ſuſtained his 
tormentas if he had been in a dream, without 
deviating a tittle. The good old man ſtood 
with his eyes uplifted to heaven, the blood 
at the ſame time ſtreaming down from his 
body to the ground; till, no longer able 
to ſuſtain the torments, he fell on the pave- 
ment, merely owing to; bodily, infirmity, for 
his mind was as reſolute as ever. On this 
one of the guards ſtamped upon him, in 
order to induce him to riſe ; till he bore 
their barbarous inſolence, and with ſurpriz- 
ing conſtancy ſuffered their ſtripes, till his 
very tormentors flood in admiration of his 
extraordinary magnanimity, and wondered 
to find ſo noble a ſoul in a body ſo aged 
and infirm. At length ſome of them, 
touched with compaſſion at his decrepid 


aze, and moved by remembrance of ancient | 


friendſhip, addreſſed him thus: 

Permit us, Eleazar, to ſet before thee 
ſome lawful and clean meats, and do thou 
pretend thou didſt eat {wines fleſh according 
to the king's command; fo fhalt thou ſave 


thy litę, and yet commit no wickednels.” But | 


Eleazarfirmly anſwered, © Far be it from us, 
who are children of Abraham, to be guilty 
of ſuch cowardice and wicked ſubtility, by 


ſo much as ſeeming to do an act that would | 


diiprace us. How, abſurd would it be for 
me, who have led a life of fincerity and 
truth hitherto, by a ſtrict dbſervation of the 
law, to change my courſe now 1n extreme 


old age, and ſet an ill example to others; 


to purchaſe a little remainder of life at the 
expence of ſoul diſſimulation, and live that 
little with the ſcorn and deriſion of all the 
world, for my fear and baſeneſs !' When 
they perceived him thus reſolute, they 
changed their diſpoſition, and brought him 
to the fire. There they applied new in- 
ſtruments of torture, and then threw him 
on the fuel; and as he burnt, poured ſcald- 
ing and nauſeous liquors up his noſtrils. 
Scorched to the very bone, and ready to 
expire, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
cried, © Thou ſeeſt, my God, the miſeries 
I endure, and that I choole to die by fire 
and torment, for the ſake of thy law, when 
it was jn my power to preſerve my lite by 
tranſgrefſing it. Be thou therefore gractous, 
O Lord, to thy own people, and let the 


——_— 


vengeance executed on me ſuffice for 
what they have deſerved z make thou my 


blood a purification for them, and accept 


my life inſtead of their lives.” Ac the| 


1 
_- 
* 


— 


aſtoniſhing, when age and infirmities had 


concluſion of theſe words this pious man 
expired. 

Hence it is evident that reaſon, improved 
by religion, has command over the paſſions; 
if it were otherwiſe, it is to them that the 
praiſe of this noble teſtimony to truth and 


|| conſtant virtue ought to be aſcribed. 


CHAP. VII. 


[HE departed Eleazar might have been 
| deemed” a flcilful pilot, holding the | 
rugder of the ſhip of piety in the ſea of the 
paſſions, toſſed to and fro with the threaten- 
ings of the tyrant, and overwhelmed with 
the waves of torment; nevertheleſs he 
changed not the rudder, till he reached the 
haven of victory by a direct and proſperous 
courſe, A city befieged with various 
engines never made ſuch refiſtance againſt 
the furious aſſaults of an enemy, as the 
divine mind of this pious ſage againſt the 
attacks of ' ſtripes, tortures and death, till 
at length he vanquiſhed through the aid of 
reaſon engaged in the holy caute of religion. 

O prieſt moſt worthy of the ſacerdotal 
dignity, who wouldſt not pollute thy facred 


| body with impure viands! O guardian of the 


law, and proſeſſor of a philoſophy all divine! 
O nobleſt affertor of the religion of thy 
country, in ſpite of paſſion, of torture, and of 
death! thou haſt gloriouſly confirmed the 
equity of our law by thy ſufferings and per- 
ſeverance; rendered our rites more con- 
ſpicuous, but not abrogated them, and by 
realities and deeds eſtabliſhed the precepts 


and doctrines of our holy profeſſion. O 


venerable fage, ſupetior to torments, above 
the force of raging flames, moſt glorious 
of conquerors, who haſt led thy pafſions in 
triumph! .as heretofore our father Aaron, 
armed with a cenſer, ran into the midſt of 
the temple and vanquiſhed the deſtroying 
angel, in like manner did Eleazar, deſcend- 
ed from the fame Aaron, ſteadily adhere to 
his profeflion, and conquer in the midſt of 
devouring flames. Aud, What is moſt 


enervated his body, he exerted an invincible 
reſolution of mind. O happy age! integrity 
and ſanctity unqueſtionable, that gave teſ- 
timony of ſo illuſtrious a death!“ 

When the tyrant found himſelf diſap- 
pointed in his ficſt attempt on the venera- 
ble Eleazar, he became ſo incenſed, that 
he commanded” others of the Hebrew cap- 
tives to be brought before him, promiſing 
them immediate liberty upon condition of 
their eating forbidden meats; and, on the 
other hand, threatening them with greater 
torture than had ever yet been inflicted en 
mortals, in caſe of reſuſal. 


CHAP. VIII. 


FN compliance with this order, there 
were brought before the tyrant ſeven 
ſons, 


- 


| 
N 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS ON THE 


ſons, and their mother, who was very old: | 


The men, from the ſymmetry of their 
form, and elegance of their deportment, 
attracted his notice ; and therefore; after 
beholding them with a ſort of approbation, 
he thus accoſted them : SITY. ; 
«Young men, from my approbation of your 
perſonal appearance, I am inclined to pay a 
more than ordinary reſpe& to yout family, 
which hath the unuſual bleſſing of ſo many 
ſuch brethren. To adviſe therefore, that you 
would not be guilty of the ſame mad zeal, 
with that poor old bigot whom you ſaw 
eriſh in the midſt of agonies and tortures, 
is a kindneſs far below what I deſign you. 
T invite you to comply with me, under an 
aſſurance of my particular friendſhip, for I 
have it in my power to oblige and advance 
them that obey me, in as eminent a man- 
ner as I have to puniſh thoſe who with- 
ſtand my commands. Be aſſured, then, 
you ſhall not fail of preferments, but have 
places of honour and profit under me, pro- 
vided you will renounce your country's 
cuſtoms, and be content to live after the 
Greek manner; laying afide the fooliſh di- 
ſtinction of meats, and indulging thoſe ap- 
petites and pleaſures freely, in which 
youth, never fond of reſtraint, muſt find a 
delight now denied you by the tyrant only 
of your own ſuperſtition. Conſider, too, 
that if ſuch advantageous offers be rejected, 
you mult expect that your obſtinacy will be 
the more provoking, and I ſhall be obliged 


to make every one of you examples, by | 


deaths as fullof pain and horror. as the anger 
of an incenſed king can inflict. Be per- 


ſtranger and an enemy has ſet you an ex- 


ample of pity. Throw not laviſhly away 


ſo much youth and beauty, which I am 
very loth ſhould periſh ; but periſh it cer- 
tainly muſt, unleſs you will fave it by this 
Therefore confider well; me- 
thinks you ſhould conſider, and not reſolve 
too raſhly. I aſſure you, that in caſe of 
diſobedience, you have nothing to expect 
but racks, torture, fire, and death.” 

The tyrant had no ſooner thus ſpoken 
than he commanded the inſtruments of 
torture to be produced, in order to work 
the more ſtrongly on their fears, than 
words and menaces he imagined. could do. 
When the guards had ſet before the bre- 


— — 


— — 


thren the wheels, racks, manacles, com- 
buſtible matter, and other implements of 
horror and execution, Antiochus taking the 
advantage of the impreſſion he ſuppoſed 
this ſpectacle would make, once more ap- 
plied to them to this effect: © Young men, 
conſider the conſequences, your compli- 
ance is no longer a wilful offence ; you may 
reſt aſſured that the Deity you worſhip will 
confſider your caſe, in being compelled to 
violate your law.“ But they were ſo far 


q 


from being terrified at the conſequences of 
a refuſal, that their reſolutions became 
ſtronger; and through the power of reaſon, 
aided by religion, they ſecretly triumphed 
over his barbarity; | 


CRAP; IK: 


Way intrepid youths, exulting in 


the magnanimity of their conduct, 
made Antiochus the following reply: 

* To what purpofe, O king, is this 
delay? It with deſign to know our final 
reſolution, be aſſured we are ready to 
encounter death in its moſt frightful 
forms, rather than tranſgreſs the laws of 
our forefathers: for, beſides the reverence 


due to their example on other accounts, 


this is what our obedience to the law, and 
the precepts of Moſes, particularly requires 
from us. Do not then attempt any more 
to perſuade us to apoſtacy; do not put on 
a counterfeit pity for thoſe who know you 
hate them; even death itſelf is more ſupport- 
able than ſuch an inſulting, diſſembling com- 
paſſion as would fave qur lives with the 
loſs of our innocence. Thou thinkeſt to 
terrify us by threatenings of death and tor- 
ture, notwithſtanding the ſame experiment 
made upon the old man hath fo latel 

taught thee how ineffeCtual all ſuch me- 
thods are upon the ſervants of the true 
God. If the old men of our nation ſo 
cuurageouſly bear ſuch exquiſite pains for 
the honour of their religion, is it reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that the young ones will ſuffer the 


[reproach of being behind them in conſtancy ? 
ſuaded then to pity yourſelves, when a| 


As we have been educated under his parti- 
cular care and inſtructions, ſo we ſhall reſiſt 
after his example. Try us, therefore, and 
ſee if it be in thy power to deſtroy our ſouls, 
when we ſuffer in the cauſe of God and 
religion? Your cruelty cannot hurt us; 
for all the effect our pains can have will be 
to ſecure us the glorious rewards due to 
unſhaken patience and injured virtue. Upon 
you the conſequence will be very different, 
and even dreadful ; for by the murders of 
ſo many innocent men, you arm the Divine 
vengeance againſt yourſelf, and for the 
temporal puniſhment which you inflict, 
will become ſo obnoxious as to ſufter the 
everlaſting torments.“ 

The tyrant, enraged at their contumacy, 
gave the word of command, and the guards 
immediately brought forth the eldeſt of 
the ſeven brethren; and having torn off 
his garment, and tied his hands behind, 
cruelly ſcourged him; and continued their 


laſhes till they were tired ; but it ayailed 
nothing. They then put him on the 
wheel ; where his body being extended, 
he underwent the ſevereſt tortures of the 
rack, at the ſame time calling to his tor- 
mentor, © Monſter of cruelty, enemy bo 

| be 


* 


MARTYRDOM OF THE MACCABEES. 


the Divine Juſtice, you torment in this 
manner, not for homicide or impiety, but 
as an aſſertor and defender of the ſacred 
law.“ The guards then exhorted him to 
comply, to eat of the king's meat, and 
thereby obtain a reſpite, But he anſwered, 
Think not, baſe men, that your wheel 


can deſtroy my reaſon: break my limbs in 


pieces, burn my fleſh, diſtort my arteries; 
yet all the torments you can inflict on me 
| ſhall ſerve but to convince you, that it is the 
peculiar glory of an Hebrew to be invaria- 
bly firm in ſuffering for the cauſe of virtue,” 
They then put fire under him, and expoſed 
his body as much extended as poſſible to 
the devouring flames, inſomuch that he 
exhibited a ſpectacle horrible beyond deſ- 
cription, and thus continued till nothing 
was left of the human form but a ſkeleton 
of broken bones. | 


This brave youth was not heard to utter 


a fingle groan; he bore his torments with 
ſuch invincible fortitude, as if he had 
been tranſlated to immutability in the midfl 
of the flames; for he exclaimed, My 
brethren, follow my example; deſert me 
not in this noble conflict, nor diſclaim that 
relation of generous conſtancy by which 
we are allied in ſoul more nearly than in 
blood. Engage, reſolutely engage in the 
ſacred warfare; nor doubt but that the 
Almighty Creator of the univerſe will be 
propitious to our nation, and avenge. him- 
ſelf on the moſt cruel of tyrants.” With 
theſe words the heroic youth expired. 

The guards now advanced with the ſe- 
cond brother, and fixed his hands in ma- 


nacles of iron: but before they put him to 


rack they demanded if he would accept 
the conditions. Finding by his reply he 
poſſeſſed the ſame reſolution as his brother, 
they tore off his fleſh with pincers, and 
flayed the ſkin off his beard, face and head. 
He bore this torture with ſingular magna- 
nimity, ſaying, © How welcome is death 
in any form when we ſuffer for our religion 
and laws !—Art thou inſenſible, inhuman 
tyrant, that thou art rather thine own tor- 
mentor than mine, in finding thy tyrannic 
aims defeated by our conſtancy? The com- 
forts of conſcious virtue alleviate my pains, 
while the dreadful load of your impiety 
ſhall fall on your own devoted head, and| 


the Divine vengeance make an example of 


ſuch a monſter.” 
CHAP, K. 
F HE third brother was next produced, 


and prefled with arguments and en-| 
treaties to preſerve his life. But be nobly 


replied, with ſome vehemence, © Are you 
ignorant that I am the ſon of the ſame father 
and the ſame mother with thoſe that went be- 


fore me? Shall I then, at this awful perjod, | 


— 


{renounce the honour of that alliance The 


ſame inſtitutions were taught us all; and 1 


will abide by them while breathe.” The 


tioners, who, to expreſs their malice and 
reſentment, ſtretched his hands and feet on 
the engine, and broke them to pieces; but 
when they found it did not deprive him of 
life, they drew off his ſkin- at the ends of 
his fingers, and flayed him from the very 
crown of the head. Not content with 
mangling his body in this mercileſs manner, 
they dragged him to the wheel; where, 
being yet more diſtended, he ſaw his own 
fleſh torn from him, and ſtreams of blood 
guſhing from his body. When at the 
point of death, he exclaimed, ** Mercileſs 


| tyrant! we ſuffer thus for the religion and 


law of that God who is able to reward us: 
but remember, thou ſhalt ſuffer pains much 
more inſupportable, for thy impiety and 
cruelty,” _ 7 

The guards now produced the fourth 
brother, whom they perſuaded to bethink 
himſelf, and be wiſer than thoſe who had 
gone before him. But his anſwer was, 
“ Your fire has not heat enough in it to 
make me renounce my opinion. I ſolemnly 
ſwear, by the happy exit of my brothers, 
by the eternal deſtruction of the tyrant, and 
the glorious life of the pious, I will not re- 
nounce their magnanimity !—Invent and 
bring thy torments, tyrant; and make the 


— — — — — 


W 


experiment whether I am not a branch of 
the ſame ſtock, and animated with a like 


| undaunted ſoul, as thoſe whoſe blood thy 


impious hands have already fpilt.” Antio- 
chus, on hearing theſe words, was ſo ex- 


paſſion was viſible in his countenance; he 
gave immediate orders to have his tongue 
cut out, whereupon the intrepid youth thus 
proceeded—** You may deprive me of the 
inſtrument of utterance; but that God who 
ſeeth the heart knows the inward ſenſations 
of the filent. Here is the member; you 
cannot by this act deprive me of reaſon. O 


rt the cauſe of religion. Though you 
take away the tongue, which chaunts the 
praiſes of God, remember that his high hand 
will very ſoon let its vengeance fall down 
on your guilty head!” 


CHAP It 


HEN this brother, quite'exhauſted 
with pain, and miſerably mangled, 
had reſigned his breath, the fifth inſtant- 
ly ſprang forward of his own accord, ex- 
claiming, * Prepare your tormeats ! I 
am here ready to ſuffer the worſt you can 
inflict. I com: voluntarily to die in the 
cauſe of . virtue, and by another cruel ca- 


taſtrophe to procure an endleſs puniſhment 
| IOW » 81 


freedom of this ſpeech enraged. the execu- 


ceſſivelyß enraged, that all the force of 


that I could loſe my liſe by inches to ſup- 
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rant, thou doeſt us the greateſt honour 


of the truth, and armed with ſteady princi- 


ſo nobly afferted, we retain a reaſon that all 
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committed on the bodies of my brothers. 
Mortal enemy to virtue, religion, and man- 
kind, what have I done, wherein have [I 
tranſgreſſed, to deſerve this mercileſs treat- 
ment? Do we not worſhip the univerſal 
Parent of nature according to his own de- 
crees? Do we not act in conformity to the 
inſtitution of his moſt holy law? Theſe are 
truths, that ought to meet with reward, in- 
ſtead of puniſhment.“ | 

While theſe words were in his mouth, 
the tormentors bound and dragged him to 
the wheel; to which faſtening his knees 
with iron rings, they ſtretched him round 
the engine, and then broke his joints. Be- 
ing miſerably tortured in this manner, he 
thus cried, in unſpeakable anguiſh, © Ty- 


againſt thy inclination; for the glorious 
torments you inflict upon us only ſerve to 
teſtify an extraordinary zeal for our laws 


PHUS ON THE 


on you for the barbarities you have already || ing cauldron; when the ſeventh and youngeft 


appeared, whom, when the tyrant ſaw fetter- 
ed and pinioned, his heart began to relent. 
Calling upon him therefore to approach the 
tribunal, he endeavoured to ſoothe him. 
* You ſee what horrid kinds of deaths 
your brothers have undergone; but their 
diſobedience and contumacy have been the 
ſole means of all the torments and cruelties 
they have ſuſtained. Yet you, if you obey 
not my commands, ſhall be expoſed to the 
ſame, nay worſe torments, and ſo ſuffer 
an immature death: but if you comply 
with my deſires, I will take you into the 
number of my friends; you ſhall have a con- 
ſiderable poſt in my kingdom, and be a 
governor in the ſtate.” Not content with 
theſe perſuaſions, he addrefled himſelf to 
the mother with a ſeeming compaſſion for 
her loſs, entreating her to prevail upon her 
child, in pity to her at leaſt, to fave this 
mall remnant of the family, and not to 


ec. 


——— 


—— 


and religion“. 

After undergoing ſimilar torments with 
his heroic brothers, the ſixth youth was 
brought before Antiochus; and being aſked 
by the tyrant whether he would accept de- 
liverance in the terms aforementioned, reſo- 
lately anſwered, © It is true indeed, I am 
younger than my brothers; but my mind 


15 as firm as theirs was. We had all of us | 
the ſame parents, and the fame inſtructions; 


and it is but neceſſary that we ſhould all 


die alike for them; therefore if you are de- 


termined to put me to the torment on my 


refuſal to eat, torment me at once!“ Here- 


upon they faſtened him to the wheel; and 
having broken his bones, put fire under 
him: the guards then heated their ſpears, 
and thruſt them into his back and ſides, till 
his very entrails were burnt up. In the 
midſt of theſe torments he exclaimed, « O 


_ glorious conflict, in which ſo many brethren! 


have engaged ſo victoriouſly for the ſake of 
their religion ; for a mind rightly informed 


ples of virtue, muſt for ever be impregna- 
ble. I will accompany my brothers; and 
relying on my own probity as my defence, 
cheertully ſubmit to death. But thou, 
tyrant, muſt not think to avoid a puniſh- 
ment which your cruelties deſerve; for a 
death attended with the moſt dreadful of 
torments hangs over your head. Six of us 
have bafMled thy rage and malice. As for 
your fire, it feels cold to us; your torment- 
ing engines are far from giving us pain; and 
all the violence you can uſe is fruitleſs, and 
of no conſequence. For while our law is 


worldly puniſhments cannot ſubdue.” 
S N . 


HE fixth brother was at length diſ- 


bring on her the affliction of having all her 
offspring ſo ſadly torn away at once. But 
his mother addreſſed him in the Hebrew 
tongue, and exhorted bim to ſuffer, as will 
| be ſhewn in the ſequel. Upon this he ſud- 
denly exclaimed, Take off my fetters, 
for 1 have ſomething to communicate to 
the king and all his friends.” The king 
and his nobles hearing this promiſe, ſeemed 
greatly rejoiced, and his chains were im- 
| mediately knocked off. Taking the ad- 
vantage of this circumſtance, he thus ex- 
claimed: 5 8 

% Impious and curſed tyrant, have you 
no fears nor apprehenſions in your mind 
after having received at the hands of the 
Almighty the kingdom and riches you en- 
joy, than to put to death his ſervants, and 
torment his worſhippers? Theſe cruelties 
ſhall be returned with an cternal puniſh- 
ment from the hands of the divine ven- 
geance. Is your conſcience touched with 
no ſcruples, inhuman monſter, thus to de- 
prive of their tongues thoſe who ſhare alike 
the ſame nature and paſſions with you, and 
who are born of the ſame elements, and 
thus put innocent perſons to cruel torments, 
and take away their lives in the moſt un- 
merciful and barbarous manner? They have 
undergone a glorious death, and ſhewn how 
much their piety and .obſervance was for 
the maintenance of the true religion ; where- 
as thou, impious man, ſhalt be expoſed to 
ills you little dream of, for taking away 
a: juſtly the lives of ti;ole who were wor- 
ſhippers of the Supreme Being. For this 
reaſon I will ſuffer death; and in my laſt 
pangs diſcover how much my deſire was 
to follow the brive example of my brothers. 
[ beg and entreat the God of my fathers 
| that he would be propitious and merciful 
to our nation; but hope that he will chaſtiſe 


patched by being thrown into a boil- 


| you while you live; and after death, may your 
# 


puniſhment 
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puniſhment be augmented ! Having finiſh- 
ed this addreſs, he inſtantly threw himſelf 
into the boiling cauldron, and of courſe 
expired, 
CHAP. XIII. 3 
THUS it is evident that reaſon, guided 
$0 and ſupported by religion, has great 
power over the paſſions; for we ſee ſeven 
brothers in perfect agreement, and the ſame | 
principle, deſpiſing and vanquiſhing the moſt 
exquiſite pains, and even death itſelf, Is it 
not manifeſt, that had theſe men been 
governed by their pathons, they had ſub- 
mitted to pollute themſelves with unlawtul 
meats, refuſed no condition to procure eaſe 
and ſafety, and been eaſily ſubdued? But 
ſince they combated theſe paſſions by a ju- 
dicious uſeof reaſon, weare bound to acknow- 
ledge with abundant praiſe to the holy martyrs 
who thus ſuffered, that as they deſpiſed the 
moſt dreadful torments, ſo reaſon never more 
diſcovered its dominion over the ſubject 
paſſions than in thoſe inſtances. 
How moving, how melancholy a ſight, 
was ſuch a kindred company, encouraging 
and aſſiſting each other in the exerciſes of 
iety? With ſuch a perfect harmony of 
3 did they exclaim, Let us die like 
brethren in the defence of our laws ; let us 
imitate the brave example of the three Aſ- 
fyrian youths, who defied the furnace of the 
king of Babylon, in fighting for the cauſe 
of virtue; let us never deſpair, nor once be 
caſt down. When religion and a good con- 
ſcience are at ſtake, let us abandon all ig- 
noble fears, and act with becoming reſolu- 
tion.” Another ſaid, Aſſume courage, my 
brother, and ſuffer all with an inſurmounta- 
ble bravery of mind.” Others of them re- 
cognizedancient facts. Remember whence 
you derive your origin, and what our father 
Iſaac could ſuffer in the cauſe of piety.” 
Then, in general, looking on each other 
with countenances ſerene, and highly pleaſ- 
ed, they exclaimed, ** Let us chearfully con- 
ſecrate our bodies to God; let us pay him 
back the lives he lent us for his ſervice, and 
devote theſe bodies to the defence of his moſt 
holy law. Why ſhould we ſtand in fear of 
one who can only kill the body ? The dan- 
ger worthy of our dread is that of ſouls, a- 


bandoned to torments everlaſting, which | 
happily can never be the fate of ſuch as ho- 


nour the truth. Let us then arm ourſelves 
with an holy fortitude; ſo ſhall Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, receive us when we die, 
and all our pious anceſtors congratulate and 
| applaud our firmneſs and conſtancy.” 

As they were dragged one by one to the 
place of execution, thoſe whoſe turn was 
not yet come encouraged thoſe who went 


before them with words to this purpole : |} 


“ Brethren, do not diſhonour us, nor elude 
the expectations of thoſe of your brothers 


who have already ſuffered death.” 
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Such was the affection, ſich the endear-_ 


ments, and ſuch the weight and efficacy; 
the admonitions and mutual encourage- 
ments, bf theſe ſeven brothers to one ano- 

ther; for they were brought up in the fame 
faith, trained up in the exerciſe Sfthe, 
virtues ; and the better men they were, th... 
better of courſe muſt they loye each other: 


CHAP. XIV. 


HESE pious and virtuous youths 

nobly excited one another to ſuffer 
theſe terrible conflicts, by which means they 
bore every cruelty with aſtoniſhing reſigna- 
tion. Oh! minds more abſolute than thoſe 
of ſovereign princes, and more free than 
liberty itſelf ! Not one of them was obſerved 
to betray any fears, nor to have any ſcruples, 
on the approach of death; but all, as with 
one accord, embraced death, though ſur- 
rounded with torments. As the hands and 
feet obey the motions of the mind, even ſo 
did theſe youths, from a motive of piety, 
conſent to die in its cauſe. As the ſhort 
number of days in which the world was 
created give us ſome idea of God, and ſhew 
the perfection of his majeſty and goodneſs; 
ſo do theſe moſt renowned martyrs, by run- 
ning the whole circle of human pains and 
tortures, compoſe one finiſhed piece of con- 
ſtancy and courage, and teach us the per- 
fection of fortitude. But, alas! how far 
ſhort of this pattern do we ſtop; we who. 
cannot ſo much as hear or read without 
trembling and amazement, what they not 
only heard, not only ſaw, but felt and bore 
without the ſmalleſt diſcompoſure of mind. 
But why ſhould we wonder, that reaſfori 
in man ſhould have the dominion over his 
paſſions, when tlie mind of a woman con- 
temned more cruelties than theſe, and of 4 
different nature. For the môther of theſe 


ſeven youths had ſuch preſencè of mind as 
to be a ſpectator of the tortures her children 
endured. Reflect on the force of natural 


affection; how diffuſive to one's offspring: 
nay, the brute creation have a tincture of 
the ſame kind of affection and love for their 
young as mankind. | 
CH 4A P- IVY; 

O true a daughter of Abraham was the 

mother of theſe gallant youths, that 
even compaſſion for her own ghildren could 
not diſſolve her duty. So noble was her 
zeal, that when two things were offered 
her; religion, and the preſent ſafety and 
great preferment of ſeven ſons ; ſhe wiſely 
gave the preference to the former, which 
leads to eternal lite and happineſs. By - 
what language ſhall I deſcribe thoſe tender 
paſſions of parents, that union of nature 
between them and their children, which, in 
ſo wonderful a manner, draws. upon their 


{offspring the fame lines and features of body, 


and 
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and impreſſes the fame Zipoſitions of foul ? |! 


How can 1 repreſent the concern they feel 
for theſe images and parts of themſelves, 
when in any kind of diſtreſs? How eſpe- 
cially that of mothers, whoſe weaker minds, 


and natural exceſs of fondneſs, render them 


ſtill more ſenſibly touched by whatever af- 
tes their children, than fathers are wont 
or expected to be ? This mother was par- 
ticularly under the influence of this affec- 
tion. Seven painful births had made as 


many additions to this love, and every time 


her travail was repeated it was a freſh and 
ſtrong endearment towards all for whom 
ſhe had endured the ſame pangs. 
But notwithſtanding all this, the fear and 
love of God overcame her concern for the 
preſent ſafety and advantage of her children. 
Never did the love them ſo tenderly as 
when their ſteady virtue and conſtancy in 
the truth charmed her affections, and en- 
deared them to ber; for they were juſt and 
wiſe, temperate and magnanimous, affec- 
tionate to each other, and perfectly dutiful 
to their mother. Though ſhe had ſuch 
extraordinary reaſons to love her ſons, ſhe 
exhorted each of them ſingly, and all of 
them together, not to decline any ſufferings, 
however ſevere, for the ſake of religion. 
Her piety was ſo firm, that it remained un- 


changeable by the horrid, the thrilling ſpec- 


tacle of innocent children being expoſed to 
inconceiveable tortures. Extraordinary mo- 
ther ! that felt greater pangs of ſorrow now 
than ſhe ever experienced at bringing them 
into the world. Perfect pattern of piety |! 
Thou didſt not utter a ſigh at ſeeing thine 
eldeſt expire. The ſecond giving up the 


ghoſt amidſt his torments could not draw 


a tear from thoſe eyes, nor could the third, 
in his laſt terrible moments, or any one of 
the reſt in the midſt of his torments. 
Sovereign mother of our nation ! of our 
law! bulwark of piety ! more patient than 
man, and armed with more fortitude to un- 
dergo dithculties ! the glory of thine own 
ſex, and ſuperior to ours ! For as the ark 
of Noah, which then contained all the ſur- 
viving world, rode triumphant upon the 
waters of the general flood; ſo thou, pro- 
tectreſs of the law, toſſed on every ſide with 


the deluge of the paſſions, and the torments 


of thy ſons, as with the moſt violent ſtorm, 
didſt bravely bear up againſt the fierceneſs 


of a boiſterous hurricane. 


CHAP. XVI. 


F an aged, infirm woman, and mother 

of ſeven ſons, could not only ſuſtain the 
ſight of thoſe children expiring in tortures, 
it is evident beyond diſpute, that reaſon, 
aided by religion, hath a power ſuperior to 
our ſtrongeſt paſſions. The lions among 
whom Daniel was thrown were not ſo 
fierce, nor was the furnace of Miſhael, 


in agonies inexpreſſible. 


— 


* 


* 


though heated with the moſt raging fires, 
ſo hot as thoſe violent paſſions which natural' 
affection and pity had kindled in her breaſt, 
when the faw ſeven ſons ſucceſſively expire 
Yet reaſon and 
religion, in this dreadful extremity, not only 
calmed, but fortified her mind. 

Had this woman poſſeſſed the leaf: degree 
of puſillanimity, ſhe would have burſt out 
into lamentations fimilar to the following: 
8 Miſerable, undone woman, that I am, 
who after bringing ſeven ſons into the 
world, am now parent of none! To what 
purpoſe, my ſons, have I borne the many 
ſorrows I have ſuffered: for you, and the 
many ſolicitudes I have ſuſtained in bring- 
ing you up? Beloved children, whoſe faces 
I ſhall no more behold ; nor rejoice in their 
marriage and poſterity, nor have the much 
deſired bleſſing in being eſteemed happy in 
any deſcendants of the ſecond and third ge- 
neration. I once was happy, happy above 
my. neighbours, when ſurrounded with ſe- 
veral comely children: but now I am des 
prived of them, and left deſolate; nor have 
I a ſon to pay me the laſt duty of inter- 
ment.” „ | 

But no, the piety of this eminent wo- 
man diſdained ſuch complaints. She was 
far from deſiring any of her children to live 
on ſuch ignoble terms. She beſought them 
to fulfil her joy, and encouraged them in 
dying for the glorious cauſe of religion. 
Noble matron ! the tyrant was ſubdued by 
thy perſeverance ; and both in 'thy words 
and actions thou haſt approved thyſelf 
mighty, for when thou wert apprehended 
with thy ſons, and ſaweſt Eleazar put te 
the torture, thou ſtoodſt immoveable, and 
thus addrefled them in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, 5 

* My ſons, you have a glorious conflict 
before you; to which being called, that you 
may leave your nation a teſtimony of your 
taith and religion, contend cheerfully in de- 
tence of her laws. It would derogate from 
your characters, to ſuffer an aged man to 
be expoſed to the pains of the rack, and 
you to ſhrink in the prime and vigour of 
youth under the ſame trials. Remember 
what life is; from whom you derived it; 
to whom you owe it; and that it is your 
indiſpenſible duty to undergo every diffi- 
culty and danger in the cauſe of the reli- 
gion of its grand Author. For him did 
our father Abraham haſten to ſacrifice his 
ſon, the future parent of our nation. Nor 
did that ſon tremble, or once recede, when 
he ſaw a father's hand armed with a wea- 
pon of death, uplifted to give the fatal 
ſtroke, How was pious Daniel caſt a prey 
to hungry lions; and the three children 
into the fiery furnace. You, who are par- 
takers of the ſame faith, ſhould not be dif- 


— 


| 


heartened, if you are made partakers of 
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MARTYRDOM OF THE MACCABERS, 


the ſame ſufferings; for it is moſt daſtardly, 


in thoſe who have a true ſenſe of religion, 
to betray a puſillanimity when called upon 
to avow their principles. . 
After this manner did the matron exhort 
her ſeven ſons, whom ſhe enjoined rather 
to ſuffer death than violate the divine law, 
eſpecially when aſſuredly perſuaded that 
thoſe who die in the cauſe of God ſhall live 
with God, with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and all the ſucceeding patriarchs, in man- 
ſions of immortal bliſs; 


CHA P. XVII. 


Ax this dauntleſs woman, it is ſaid» 
that after being ſcourged, and other- 
' wiſe ſeverely tortured by order of Antio- 


chus, ſhe finiſhed her exiſtence by volun- || 


tarily throwing herſelf into the flames. 
Were a monument to be erected as a 
memorial to the nation, to which they are 
ſo great an honour, an inſcription to the 
import of the following might become it. 


. Here lies a venerable prieſt, an ancient 


mother, and ſeven gallant ſons, cut off by 
the rage of a tyrant, who vainly attempted 
to overthrow the Jewiſh conſtitutions. 
Theſe brave champions ſtood in the gap, 


aſſerted the religion and rites of their coun- 


try, committed themſelves and their cauſe 


to God, and perſevered in deſpite of tor-| 
| While he continued with you, he uſually 


ments and of death.” 
Eleazar was the firſt champion; the mo- 

ther of the ſeven ſons made a glorious de- 

fence ; the brothers fought ſtoutly ; the 


tyrant was their. adverſary, and the world| 


were the witneſſes. Religion obtained the 
victory, and yielded the crown to her 
champions. Who but muſt admire theſe 
noble aſſertors of the divine law? Who 
but, on gazing on them, muſt ſtand in 
amaze? The tyrant himſelf, and the whole 
court, were ſtruck with admiration at their 
fortitude ; but now they ſtand at the throne 
of heaven, and enjoy a life of immortality. 
Moſes writes, All his faints are in thy 
hand,“ for theſe men being devoted to 
God, are celebrated with immortal renown. 
Antiochus, at length, reflecting on the 
extraordinary virtue and reſolution of theſe 
men, gave public teſtimony to their mag- 
nanimity, and held up their heroic conduct 


as a pattern worthy the imitation of his 


awn ſoldiers. He enliſted many of the 
Hebrews into his ſervice; and by their va- 
lour having ſubdued his enemies, he became 
abſolute conqueror ; learning by experience, 
that religion inſpires men with the trueſt 
courage, and that none are capable of ſery- 
ing their prince in wars comparable to 
thoſe undaunted contemners of life who 


— 


Abraham! pay obedience to this law; that 


| 


| Solomon in his Proverbs, ** That wiſdom ' 


701 


darę to encounter tottures and death for the 
ſake of God and a good conſcience. 
O ye ſons of Iirael! race of faithful 


reaſon, aſſiſted by religion, has dominion 
over the e, not only of thoſe which 
are called internal, but alſo external pains 
and troubles. 3 


E HAP: XVIII. 

55 Antiochus found he could by 

no means force the Jews to em- 
brace foreign cuſtoms and rites, and abdi- 
cate their own, he departed from Jeruſalem, 
and undertook an expedition againſt the 
Perſians; nor was it long before the divine 
Juſtice overtook him, and cut him off the 
face of the earth by a moſt miſerable death. 
From reſpect to the memory of the pious 
mother, I ſhall add another exhortation ſhe 
gave to her ſeven brave and virtuous ſons. 
was long a chaſte virgin; nor did I 
wander from my father's houſe: No ſe- 
ducer of youth corrupted me in the fields, 
nor did I fall a prey to the ſubtle craftineſs 
of a betrayer. The prime of my life I paſt 
in the ſtricteſt conjugal fidelity to my huſ- 
band. When you, my children, were grown 
up, your father died, happy in the eſteem 
of all that knew him. He had the ſatis- 
faction of being the parent of dutiful ſons ; 
nor did he ſurvive the loſs of one of them. 


inſtructed you in the knowledge of the law 
and the prophets, and ſet before you the 
renowned examples of patience and ſuffering 
virtue, Abel murdered by his own brother 
Cain, Iſaac deſigned for a burnt offering, 
Joteph impriſoned for his chaſtity, and 
Phineas zealous for the divine law; he diſ- 
played the virtues of Ananias, Azarias, and 
Miſhael, and of a Daniel caſt into the den 
of lions. He would frequently femind you 
of God's preſerving providence by repeating 
from Iſaiah ; When thou paſleſt through jfaiah 
the waters I will be with thee, and when xliii. 3. 
through the rivers they ſhall not overflow _ 
thee ; when thou walkeſt through the fire 

thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee.” He taught your 
infant tongues = ſong of David; «© Many 1 TP 
are the affſictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all ;” and 
called upon you to obſerve that maxim of 


Prov. iii. 18, 


is a tree of life to all that lay hold upon 
her.“ Nor did he forget to teach that di- 
vine hyotn of Moſes, I kill and I make peut. xxxii, 
alive;” and again, what he pronounces of 39- 47. 
the law, and the diligent obſervers of it, 
« It is your life, and through this thing ye 


| ſhall prolong your days.” | 
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S:5:84 HERE are few perſons who| 


write the hiſtory of their own 
lives, that omit to pride them- 
ſelves on their illuſtrious an- 


T 


"oO Rs \ 


ſhadow of a claim. Among the 
is held moſt honourable : for which reaſon 
I may aſſume the credit of an extraction 


ſince, for a ſucceſſion of ages, my paternal 
anceſtors were prieſts of the higheſt of the 
twenty-four ranks. I am deſcended, on the 


the Aſmonzan line, in which the royal 
government was long united with the prieſt- 
hood. 5 

My great grandfather was named Simon, 
otherwiſe Pſellus, who flouriſhed durin 
the pontificate of Hyrcanus, the ſon of the 
high-prieſt, called Simon, Pſellus was fa- 
ther of nine ſons, of whom Matthias, who 
took the furname of Aphlias, eſpouſed a 
daughter of Jonathan the high- prieſt, who 
bore him a ſon, called Matthias, whoſe ſur- 
name was Curtus. This Curtus was father 
of a ſon, who was born in the ninth year 
of the reign of Alexander, and called Joſeph, 
who was the father of Matthias, born in 
the tenth year of Archelaus ; and this Mat- 
thias was my father, my birth taking place 
in the firſt year of the rejgn of Caius Cæſar. 
My ſons are three: Hyrcanus, Juſtus, and 


— — —— — — di 4 — 
— 7 > 


ble judgment, and a moſt retentive memery, 


I made ſo rapid a progreſs in my ſtudies, 


chat when 1 had attained my fourteenth 


ceſtry, where they have the 


year, I ſometimes received the honour of 
being conſulted, on difficult points of law, 


Jews a 
lineal deſcent in the line of the prieſthood | 


— . 


by the high prieſt and elders. 
Being deſirous of acquainting myſelf with 


the fundamental principles of the Phariſees, 
the Sadducees, and the Eſſenes, in my ſix- 
ſuperior to the generality of my brethren; teenth year I entered on this taſk, with a re- 
ſolution to unite myſelf to that ſociet 
| whoſe doctrines I ſhould have moſt reaſon 
to approve. 

mother's ſide, of the regal race; for ſhe was of 


I at length ſucoeſſively paſſed through a 
kind of noviciate in each of theſe ſets: nor 
did I ſtop here; for having learnt that a 


man, named Banus, had withdrawn him- 


ſelf to deſarts and ſolitude, I determined to 
become his pupil. This perſonage wore 
no other cloathing than the bark of trees; 
he lived folely on the ſpontaneous produc- 
tions of the fields and woods; and, in order 
to ſubdue his groſs appetites, conſtantly , 
bathed himſelf in cold water. Having 
ſubjected myſelf to bis auſterities for near 


—_— 


three years, I quitted my hermit, and re- 
turned to the city with my curiolity fully 
ſatisfied. 


Being now in my nineteenth 
year, I began to apply myſelf to the ſtudy 


Agrippa, reſpectively born in the fourth, 
ſeventh, and ninth years of the reign of 
Veſpaſian. | 

My father Matthias was held in the high- 
eſt veneration by all ranks in Jerufalem, on 
account of his conſpicuous virtues as well 
as honourable deſcent. I was educated 
from my infancy with my brother, who 
was 51 named Matthias. With a tolera- 


# 


of the civil law; for which purpoſe I entered 
into the ſociety 


of the Phariſees, whoſe 
doctrines bear ſome reſemblance to thoſe of 
the ancient Stoics.- 


I made a journey to Rome in my ſix-and- 


— I _—_—— 


twentieth year, on the following occaſion. 
Several prieſts, many of them of ex- 
emplary characters, and my intimate friends, 
had been ſent by Felix, who was at that 
time governor of Judea, upon a very frivo- 
lous pretext, to juſtify themſelves before 
Cæſar: and ſuch was the noble conduct of 
theſe men on this occaſion, that I reſolved to 


afford 


LIFE UF JoSEPHUS. 


afford them every aſſiſtance in my power. | 
I accordingly embarked for Rome; but our 
veſſel, in which Was nearly ſix hundred per- 
ſons, was loſt in the Adriatic Gulph; in avio- 
lent ſtorm; and out of the whole ſhip's com- | 
pany, eighty perſons only were ſaved; who, 
after ſwimming the whole night, were taken 
up early the next morning by a veſſel from 
Cyrene. 

1 now contracted an intimacy at Dicæar- 
chia, the Puteoli of the Italians, with one 
Alityrus, a comedian, and a Jew by birth. 
This man ſtood high in the favour of Nero: 
and the empreſs Poppœa, to whom I was 
introduced by my friend, inſtantly obtained, 
at my requeſt, the releaſement of the prieſts: 
after which I departed for my own country, 
loaded with preſents. 

Finding the populace, on my return, 
much inclined to revolt, I uſed every en- 
deavour to bring them to a due ſenſe of their 
folly. I repreſented to them the great ſu- 
periority of their opponents, both as to 
military and other qualifications, and 
ſtrongly urged to them the madneſs of riſk- 
ing the fate of all they held dear on ſuch 
very unequal terms. In this manner J 
endeavoured to divert them from an enter- 
prize which to me appeared big with the 
moſt alarming conſequences. But my ar- 

uments, inſtead of producing the deſired 
effect, ſerved to render me ſuſpected by 
them of ſecretly favouring the views of the 
enemy; and, in conſequence, my ſafety 
became very precarious. 4 

The inſurgents having already poſſeſſed 
themſelves of Fort Antonia, I was neceſ- 
ſitated to fly for refuge to the inner temple. 
Manahem, and ſome other of the chiefs of 
the party being now taken off, I united 
myſelf with the high-prieſt, and the lead- 
ing men among the Phariſees ; all of whom 
were totally undetermined what meaſures 
to purſue in the preſent diſtracted ſtate of 
affairs, the whole city being in arms. At 
length, perceiving that oppoſition would 
be In vain, we affected partly to adopt the 
ſentiments of faction, and contented our- 
ſelves with recommending them to act with 
caution, and to delay the execution of their 
deſigns till the enemy ſhould bave drawn 
off a little; urging, that Geſſius, whoſe 
force was conſiderable, would certainly ar- 
rive in time to quell the inſurrection. He 
returned, it is true, but with only a remnant. 
of his army ; having been defeated in an 
engagement, in which the major part of his 
troops were cut to pieces: and this acci- 
dent, in fact, laid the foundation of the 
ruin of our nation: ſor the revolters being 
ſo much elated with this ſucceſs, conceived 
the ridiculous notion, that they ſhould be 
able with equal eaſe to repel the whole 
force of the Romans. Juſt at this junc- 
ture, numbers of the Jews were mal- 


f 


patticulars of which are äs follow: In 
many of the great towns on the confines of 
Jadea, the 5 hes» and the Jews had for 


| ſome time paſt reſided together in the moſt 


friendly manner: but, at this time, the for- 


mer watching their opportunity; roſe upon 


the latter, and put them all to death, without 
deference either to ſex or age: and this 


without even the ſhadow of a pretence; as 


neither an intention to revolt, nor ſo much 
as any diſaffection to the Roman go- 
vernment, had been imputed to theſe 
unhappy victims: The Scythopolitans 
25 the foremoſt to execute this dreadful 
deed. | | 
Theſe iphuman people were not fatis- 
fied with compelling the Jews reſident 
among them to take up arms againſt thoſe 
of their own tribe, who had laid fiege to 
the city, (a thing expreſsly prohibited by 
our law) but having by their afliſtance re- 
pulſed the aſſailants, they afterwards indiſ- 
criminately put ſeveral thouſands of them 
to the ſword. ; 
The leading men amiong the Jews find- 
ing themſelves, after the defeat of Geſflius; 
in a very feeble and inſecure ſtate, and ex- 
poſed to the attacks of a powerful and reſt- 
leſs faction, judged it highly requiſite to 
adopt ſome plan for their preſervation. 
With this view, they thought proper to de- 
pute me, together with two other prieſts, 
Joazar and Judas, (both men of reſpectable 
character) to Galilee; the inhabitants of 
| which place were, at that juncture, divided in 
their ſentiments, part ſiding with the Ro- 
mans, and the reſt oppoſing them. The 


the malecontents to lay down their arms; 
at leaſt for the preſent, and to depoſit them 


from all acts of violence till they ſhould have 
acquired farther intelligence of the real de- 
ſigns of the Romans. N 

On my arrival in Galilee, I found the 
Galileans and the Sepphorites engaged in a 
ſtrong conteſt, and even at the eve of an 
open rupture. The Galileans were about 
to invade the country of the Sepphorites, 
on account of the attachment of the latter 
to the Romans; and of their adherence to 
Senius Gallus, the Roman governor of Sy- 
ria. Both parties, however, were at length 
appeaſed, by the permiſſion which 1 ob- 
tained for them, to vilit, as often as they 
pleaſed, the hoſtages which they had put 
into the hands of Geſſius, and which were 
detained at Dora, a city of Phœnicia. ; 

An inſurrection had alſo taken place in 
Tiberias, on the follewing occaſion. The 
citizens were divided into three parties; the 
firſt of which, headed by Julius Capella, 
in conjunction with Herod the ſon of Marius, 
Herod the ſon of Gamalus, and Compſus the 
ſonof Compſus, was compoſed of men of ac- 


. ſacred in the moſt horrible manner: the 


knowledged worth and diſtinction: Criſpus, 
l 


object of our commiſſion was to prevail on 


in the hands of their governors; abſtaining 
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the ſon of Compſus, who had ſeveral years be- 
fore been appointed governor of the town 
of Agrippa the Great, did not enter into the 
party, as he reſided at that time on his own} 
eſtate on the other ſide Jordan: this party was 
cloſely attached to the emperor and the 
Roman 
rank who ſided with the oppoſite faction way 
Piſtus, who was induced thereto by a pater-! 
nal attachment tohis ſon. Juſtus. The very 


dregs of the people formed the ſecond fac-| 


tion; and the third was headed by Juſtus, 
the ſon ef Piſtus, afore-mentioned. 
This man, who ſecretly wiſhed for a war, 


people; and the only perſon of | 


with a view to raiſe his own fortunes, en- 
deavoured to ſound the inclinations of the 
people by an oration, in which he obliquely 
hinted at the matter in queſtion only; re- 
preſenting to them that, their city, in the 
time of Herod the Tetrarch, the founder of 
it, had always been conſidered as belonging 
to Galilee, and as being the capital of the 
province. 
father, to that of Felix, when Nero con- 
ferred the government of the city on the 
younger Agrippa, this claim of precedenc 
was never once diſputed. In ſhort, the 
Sepphorites never arrogated to themſelves 


any ſuperiority over the people of the neigh- 


bouring cities till ſubſequently to the period 
in which they readily yielded up their necks 
to the Roman yoke, and in confequence of 
the above revolution the records and trea- 
ſury were removed.” 

Thus did Juſtus incenſe the people againſt 


the emperor; when, finding them at length 
| diſpoſed to coincide in his views, he boldly 


told them, that, as the Sepphorites appeared 
to be ſo inſeparably connected with the 


Romans, it was neceſſary, for the preſerva- 
tion of their privileges, that they ſhould im- 


mediately take up arms againſt the Sep- 
phorites, who had rendered themſelves fo 


obnoxious to the reſt of their neighbours, 


and that they need not doubt of being pow- 
erfully ſupported on their attack on them. 

In this manner did he confound the 
judgment of men of ſenſe far ſuperior 
to his own, and thereby effect the deſign 
he had in view. He was ſo well verſed in 
the Greek language, that by palliating ſome 
matters and confuſing others, he gave ſuch 
a picture of the ſtate of affairs at that period 
as was beſt calculated to promote his baſe 
purpoſes. Of the wicked arts and malice 
of this man and his brother, by which they 
reduced their country to the very brink of 
ruin, I ſhall here give a more particular de- 
tail. Someof the citizens having been won 
by perſuaſion, and others compelled by 
Juſtus to take arms, he put himſelf at their 
head, and marched againſt the Hippenians 
and Gadarenes, dwelling about Tiberias 
and Scy thopolis, whoſe habitations he utterly 
deſtroyeg. 1 | 


From the time of Agrippa the || 
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| Having faid thus much of the ſtate of 
affairs at Tiberias, I ſhall now recount what 
paſſed during the ſame period at Giſchala. 
The propenfity which many of the citizens. 
manifeſted to throw off the Roman yoke, 
was ſtrongly combated by John, the fon of 
Levi, who exerted himſelf to the utmoſt to 


reſtrain them within the bounds of allegi- 


ance and duty: butall his endeavours proved 
ineffectual; as the people of the country 
round, the Gadarenes, the Gabaraganzans, 
and the Tyrians, having united their forces, 
made themfelves maſters of the place, and, 
after burning arid utterly deſtroying it, again 
retreated toward their reſpective cities. But 
John, who was highly incenſed at this out- 
rage, collected his troops together, purſued 
and overtook them, and, in a pitched battle, 
totally defeated them ; after which he re- 
built Giſchala, encompaſſing it, for the 
greater ſecurity, with a wall of conſiderable 
ſtrength. | oe 

During this whole period, the inhabitants 
of Gamala continued firm in their attach- 
ment to the Romans, of which they gave 
a ſtriking proof, on the, following occa- 
lion. ü | 
| King Agrippa's lieutenant, named Philip 
the ſon of Jacimus, having miraculouſly ef- 
fected his eſcape from Jeruſalem, at the 
very time that the royal palace was cloſely 
inveſted by the enemy, was a ſecond time 
in imminent peril of his life, from Manahem 


and the aſlflians his companions, but was 


again providentially preſerved by ſome of 
his Babylonian relations, who chanced to be 
then in Jeruſalem. 

Onthe firſt day after this his ſecond eſcape 
he diſguiſed himſelf in a cap compoſed of 
hair, and 1n a ſhort time arrived at one of 
the villages, in the neighbourhood of the 
caſtle of Gamala, to which place many of 
his ſubjects inſtantly repaired to him. He 
was here ſeized with a ſudden fever; which 
incident, by a wonderful interpoſition of 
Providence, proved the means of preſerv- 
ing his life. When he was firſt attacked 
by this diſorder, he diſpatched a perſon in 
whom he could confide, with letters to 
Agrippa and Berenice, who were then on a 
journey, to meet Geſſius at Berytus. Theſe 
letters the meſſenger was ordered to deliver 
into the hands of Varus, ta whom the kin 
and the queen had committed the care 4 
the palace during their abſence. The 
news of Philip's eſcape from Jeruſalem 
ave Varus great uneaſineſs, left the inci- 


dent ſhould be productive of his diſmiſſion 


from the ſervice of the king and queen. 
Varus, therefore, repreſented the meſſenger 
to the people as an impoſtor, and put him 
to death on that pretext, aſſerting with the 


utmoſt effrontery, that, to his certain know- 
ledge, Philip was till at Jeruſalem, and 
nin engaged 


engaged in the defence of that city againſt | 
the Romans. A conſiderable time being 
elapſed from the period of the meſſenger's 
departure, and no kind of intelligence 
having arrived from him, Philip deputed 
another perſon, with freſh letters; and 
this man too Varus put to death, on the 
ſame pretext as he had before uſed. This 
conduct of Varus was occaſioned by an idle 
notion, which had been ſuggeſted to him 
by the Syrians of Cæſarea, that the Romans 
would, doubtleſs, ſacrifice Agrippa to their 
reſentment of the Jewiſh revolt, and that, 


in ſuch caſe, himſelf, being of the race of 


Sohemus, the Tetrarch of Libanus muſt 
inevitably ſucceed to the regal dignity. 
Thus prepoſſeſſed, Varus put in practice 
artifice, to conceal from the king the know- 
ledge of what paſſed; for which purpoſe 
he jatercepted all letters addreſſed to his 
majeſty, and ſhut up every paſs, by which 
any intelligence could poſſibly have been 
communicated to him. With the view 
of ingratiating himſelf with the Syrians of 
Cæſarea, he put to death great numbers of 
the Jews, and alſo offered to engage with 
the Trachonites of Batanea, in a war againſt 
the Jewiſh inhabitants of Ecbatane, who 


are ſtyled Babylonians. He accordingly | 


diſpatched twelve of the principal Jews in 
Cæſarea to Ecbatane, to acquaint the in- 
habitants, in his name, that he had heard 
they meditated a revolt ; that he was much 
difinclined to credit the report, but that he 
required them, asa teſtimony of their in- 
nocence, immediately to lay down their 
arms, and alſo to depute to, him ſeventy of 
the chiefs of their party, to juſtify the 
conduct of the reſt. Upon the receipt of 
this meſſage, the inhabitants of Ecbatane 
made the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into the cauſe of 
this rumour, which they found to be utterly 
deſtitute of foundation : in obedience, how- 
ever, to the requiſition of Varus, they ſent 
to him ſeventy of the principal men of the 


place, who were all maſſacred by him, 
ſave one ſingle perſon, on the road to 
Cæſarea; after which he marched his troops 


againſt Ecbatane. But, by a ſecond won- 


derful interpoſition of Providence, the per- 


fon who had been thus miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved from deſtruction, reached the city 
before him, and made the inhabitants ac- 
quainted with the horrible treachery which 
had been perpetrated upon his aſſociates. 
The people jpſtantly ran to arms, and, 
quitting the city, retited, with their wives 
and children, into the caſtle of Gamala, 
leaving behind them their effects and cattle, 
to a very conſiderable value. No {ecner was 
this event communicated to Philip, than he | 
inſtantly repaired to the caſtle of Gamala, 
where he was received with open arms by 
the inſurgents, who unanimouſly made him 
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2 tender of their lives and for tunes, urgently 


ſoliciting him to put himſelf at their head; 
and to lead them aginſt Varus and his Cæſa- 
rean abettors; for a report was now ſpread; 
that the king had been aſſaſſinated. Philip, 


of their minds, by urging to them the fa- 
vour they had received. from the king, the 
formidable power of the Romans, and the 
imminent dangers they would expoſethem- 
ſelves to by a revolt; and his endeavours at 
length proved ſucceſsful: The king, being 
at length made acquainted with the miſ=- 
conduct of Varus, and with a deſign which 
he had formed to put to death all the Jews 
in Cæſarea, together with their wives and 
children, to the number of ſeveral thouſands, 
removed him from his government, which 
he conferred on /Equus Modius, as I have 
before mentioned: Gamala and the neigh- 
bouring country being retained in their alle- 
glance to the Romans, by the prudent mea- 
ſures taken by Philip, 

Having acquired the moſt authentic in- 
ſtelligence of all the above tranſactions, 
upon my arrival in Galilee, I diſpatched a 
letter to the council at Jeruſalem, requeſt- 
ing to be honoured with their commands: 
in anſwer to which, they ſent me orders to 
remain where I was, and to make the beſt 
proviſion poſſible for the defence of the 
place, retainiag my colleagues with me, if 
they ſhould be inclined to ſtay. A large 
ſum of money. having been collected on ac- 
count of tithes, my aſſociates had taken 
the reſolution of returning home, but, at 


with me a ſhort time longer, till I could 
arrange matters more happily. We, ac- 
cordingly, went together from Sepphoris 
to Bethmaus, a place about four furlongs 
diſtant from Tiberias, from whence I ſent 
a meſſage to the ſenate and ſome of the 
principal perſons of that city, requiring 
their attendance. 
to my ſummons, accompanied by Juſtus 
and I acquainted them, that the council at 
Jerufalem had commiſſioned mylelt and my 
aſſociates to confer with them on the ſub- 
ject of demoliſhing the palace which Herod 
the Tetrarch had erected in their city, and 
had ornamented with many curious images 
and figures of animals, which was expreſsl) 
prohibited by our laws ; and I earneſtly 
deſired that the buſineſs might be carried 
into execution without delay. In this re- 
queſt I was ſtrongly oppoled by Capella 
and his party ; but I, with much difhculty, 
at length carried my point. While this 
conteſt was depending, Jeſus, the fon of 
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Sapphia, putting himſelf at the head of a 
body of men, compoſed of the very dregs 
of the people, and being joined by a party 
of the ſeditious Galileans, ſet the royal palace 
on fare, in hopes, from the rich and brilliant 


appearance of every thing they law, that 
8 N they 


however, endeavoured to allay the ferment 


my requeſt, readily conſented to continue 


They came in obedience 


they ſhould obtain a princely booty by the 
plunder of it: and, in fact, they carried off 
many valuable effects, notwithſtanding all 
that could be done to prevent them. Hav- 
ing ſettled all matters with Capella and 
the Tiberians, we departed from Bethmaus 
for the Upper-Galilee, juſt at the time that 
the faction of Jeſus had put all the Greeks, 
reſiding in Tiberias, to the ſword, and all 
thoſe indiſcriminately who had taken 
againſt them previous to the war. When 
I received intelligence of this outrage, I was 
highly incenſed, and repaired immediately 
to Tiberias, at which place were many 
valuable effects belonging to the king, 
(amongſt others, ſeveral rich candleſticks 
of Corinthian workmanſhip, coſtly tables, 
and a large quantity of filver in the maſs) 
ſome of which I hoped to- be able to pre- 
ſerve from pillage. I had determined to 
depoſit whatever goods I might be able to 
ſecure, in the hands of proper perſons, for 
the king's uſe. Sending, therefore, for ten 
of the principal ſenators, and Capella the 
fon of Antylus, I delivered all the rich veſ- 
ſels, ahd others valuables which I had ſaved, 
into their care, with a ſtri& injunction to 
give them up to no one but myfelf. From 
Tiberias I went, with my colleagues, to 
Giſchala, for the purpoſe of informing my- 
felf of the proceedings of John, whom 1 
found evidently endeavouring to eſtabliſh 
himſelf at the head of a party. In different 
parts of the Upper-Galilee were divers maga- 
zines of corn, belonging to the emperor; 
and John was mightily defirous of obtaining 
the ſale of them, pretending that he meant 


part || 
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| this oil was forty times dearer at Giſchala 
than it was at Cæſarea: accordingly, under 
the pretence of a permiſſion from me, he 
tranſported all the oil from one of thoſe 
places to the other, 

I did, indeed, from an apprehenſion that 
the people would otherwiſe ſtone me, tacit] 
acquieſce in the above meaſure, but I no 
otherwiſe conſented to it. The profit that 
John derived from this device was very 


| conſiderable. 


From Giſchala I ſent my colleagues back 
to Jeruſalem, and now employed my whole 
time1n providing for the defence of the pro- 
vince, Perceiving that every attempt to re- 
duce the free booters by force muſt prove 
vain, I adviſed the people to try the effect of 
negociating with them; and we thereupon 
entered into a treaty with ſome of their 
chiefs, offering to take the whole body into 
our ſervice ; as we were well convinced, that 
the expence attending this meaſnre would 
be far inferior to the loſs we ſhould be liable 
to ſuſtain from their continual depredations. 
Articles being, at length, agreed upon be- 
tween us, after receiving their oaths for the 
due obſervance of the engagement, I diſ- 
miſſed them, The conditions to which 
they bound themſelves were, that they 
would abſtain from all outrages, againſt ei- 
ther Romans or natives; and that they 
would never enter our territories, but upon 
a requiſition from us, or in caſe that we 
ſhould at any time be in arrears to them. 
My chief object, however, was to retain 
the Galileans in due ſubjection; and, with 


to expend the profits which might accrue 
in erecting fortifications. I eafily penetra- 
ted into his deſign, and therefore told him 
that I would never yield my conſent; as ! 
was obligated, by my commiſſion from the 
council at Jeruſalem, to ſee that thoſe ſtores 
Could be applied, either to the emperor's 
uſe, or to the benefit of the province. 
then applied himſelf to my colleagues, per- 
ceiving that there was no probability of his 
ſucceeding withme; and they, partly through 
inadvertency, and partly through avarice, 
faffered themſelves to be won over to a 
compliance with his ſolicitations ; and thus, 
they being two to one, my oppoſition was 
rendered fruitleſs. 'The ſucceſs which John 
met with on this occaſion, emboldened 
him to ſet another ſcheme on foot, for the 
promotion of his intereſt, Pure virgin oil 
was, at that time, particularly ſcarce at Cæ- 
ſarea Philippi; the inhabitants of which 
place, being reſtricted from the uſe of the 
Greek oi}, and from purchaſing the other 
out of their own city, had, he faid, made 
great complaints to him on the ſubject, pray- 
ing relief. His interference in this buſineſs 
did not proceed ſo much from religious as 
from intereſted motives ; being ſenſible that 


He 


this view, I ſelected ſeventy of the princi- 
pal perſons of the province, to accompany 
me. Of theſe I formed a kind of council; 
and, in moſt caſes, regulated my conduct 
by their advice, ſtill retaining a ſupreme de- 
ference for the dictates of honour and juſ- 
tice: thus, under the guiſe of friends, theſe 
men were, in reality, my hoſtages. 


I had now attained my thirtieth year; a 
period of life in which a man in a public ſta- 
tion cannot, even with the utmoſt precau- 
tion poſſible, ſhelter himſelf from the attacks 
of envy and detraction. Thus much, how- 
ever, I muſt be permitted to fay for myſelf, 
that I had never been charged with any 
breach of duty, or corrupt practices, towards 
either of the ſeveral parties. So far was I 
from wiſhing to acquire wealth, that I even 
declined my proffered tithes, to which, from, 
my function of a prieſt, I was indubitably 
entitled. I acknowledge that, after defeat- 
ing the Syrians, I ſent part of the booty ob- 
tained on that occaſion to my relations at 
Jeruſalem ; and having twice vanquiſhed 
the Sepphorites, the Tiberians four times, 
and reduced the Gadarenes to throw them- 
ſelves on my mercy; having, moreover, 
ſeized the perſon of John, who had been 
guilty of many treacherous practices againſt 
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my ſafety ; I never entertained a thought 
of reſenting the injuries I had ſuffered from 
any of the above parties. a 
Though the Galileans were daily ſuffering 
the miſeries of war; ſuch was the affection 
they bore to me, that they appeared to 
be much more moved with the dangers 
and hardſhips which I underwent, than 
with their own. The popularity I had thus 
acquired, excited the rankeſt envy in the mind 
of John, who, under the pretext of a ſudden 
indiſpoſition, wrote to me for permiſſion to 
go to the hot baths of Tiberias, which 1 
granted him with the utmoſt readineſs, not 
ſuſpeRing his motives; I furniſhed him with 
letters to my friends there, defiring them 
to accommodate him and his train. 1 had at 
this time taken up my reſidence in a village 
of Galilee, called Jana. On John's arrival 
at Tiberias, he immediately ſet about in- 
veigling the inhabitants into a revolt. Many 
of them were well diſpoſed to enter into his 
views, being heartily deſirous of a change in 
the government ; and among theſe, Juſtus 
and his father Piſtus, eagerly united them- 
ſelves with John againſt me. But provi- 
dentially, Silas whom I had appointed my 
deputy in the government of Tiberias, hav- 
ing diſcovered the deſigns of the conſpira- 
tors, ſent me a minute account thereof ; 
urging me to repair thither with all ſpeed. 
On receipt of this intelligence, I aſſem- 


— 
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bled a body of two hundred men; and thus 


attended, poſted away to Tiberias, travelling 
the whole night. At an early hour in the 
morning, I was met by the inhabitants, to 
whom I had previouſly ſent a meſienger, 
who conducted me into the city. John alſo 
came with the reſt; when the great confu- 
| fon viſible in his face, plainly manifeſted 
a conſciouſneſs of his guilt: but after a ſlight 
and haſty reverence to me, he ſuddenly with- 
drew. On my entrance into the city I di- 
re&ly repaired to the public place of exer- 
ciſes, where I diſmiſſed all my attendants, 
ſave one ſervant and ten ſoldiers. Having 
| Choſen a ſpot fit for my purpoſe, I began to 
harangue the people on the ſubject of good 
faith and allegiance; the reputation which 
muſt accrue to them from a generous perſe- 
verance in their fidelity, and the dangerous- 
conſequences as well as the baſeneſs of perfi- 
dy ; urging to them, that thoſe who were 
guilty of treachery, muſt always expect a re- 
taliation upon themſelves; and that one ſuch 
act would eternally ruin their credit with 
the world. I had ſcarcely got thus far in 
my oration when I heard a voice in the 
crowd, qoudly and with great earneſtneſs ad- 
vifing me to deſiſt and provide for my own 
ſafety by a ſpeedy retreat. The caſe Was, 
that John, perceiving me to be almoſt with- 
out attendants, had ſelected a certain num- 
ber of ſoldiers out of the thouſand of which 
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orders to attack me by ſurprize. They 

nad approached within a very ſmall diſtance - 
of the place where I ſtood, when | inſtant- 

ly leaped down, and with the aſſiſtance of 
one of my guards, named Jacob, and one 
Herod, a Tibecian, made good my retreat. 
to the lake, and embarked on board a vel- 

fel which providentially chanced to be 

there, and which landed me at Taricheæ; 

= eſcaping the villainous deſigns of my 

OCs. 

This perfidy of the Tiberiahs incenſed 

the people of Tarichez againſt the perpetra- 

tors of ſo horrid a villainy. They invit- 

ed the Galileans to join them in their intend- 

ed attack upon Tiberias, and to ſubmit them- 

(elves implicitly to my conduct and diree- 

tion. This invitation was readily accepted 

by the Galileans, who recommended it 

to me to march immediately againſt Tibe- 

rias z and after having made myſelf maſter 

of it, utterly to deſtroy the city, and to ſell 

the inhabitants, of whatever ſex or age, 

publickly for ſlaves: this was alſo the opi- 

nion of the Tiberians, my confederates, TI, 

however repreſented to the people the im- 
prudence of cutting each others throats, for 
the entertainment of the Romans, who 

would be pleaſed ſpectators of ſuch a ſcene. 

By the arguments I urged on this occaſion, 
Lat length induced the Galileans to adopt 
more moderate ſentiments. 

John, finding his deſigns againſt me defeat= 
ed, thought fit to alter his conduct, leſt his 
ſafety ſhould be endangered. He accordingly 
retired from Tiberias to Giſchala, accom- 
panied by ſuch of his men as remained with 
him ; from whence he wrote me a letter of 
excuſe, calling God to witneſs that the late 
vile attempt to deſtroy me had been entirely 
concerted without his knowledge. But the 
perfidy of this wretch was ſo notorious, that 
the Gallieans could not be prevailed on to 
give the leaſt credit to his declaration ; but 
having aſſembled a conſiderable force, preſ- 
ſed me to lead them againſt Giſchala, the 
place of John's birth, and to ſacrifice him, 
and utterly deſtroy the city. I made them 
my acknowledgments for their good-will, 
and tendered them my beſt ſervices in return; 
but begged of them to ſuffer me to try whe- 
ther I could not terminate the quarrel to 
their ſatisfaction without bloodſhed. The 
Galileans acquieſced in the juſtice of my 
arguments, and 'permitted me, ſoon after- 
wards, to lead them to Sepphoris. On my 
approach, the Sepphorites, who ſtill per- 
ſiſted in their allegiance to the Romans, be- 
gan to entertain ſome fears that my inten- 
tions were hoſtile ; and they contrived how 
they might, for their own ſecurity, draw 
off my attention from them to ſome other 
object, With this view, they engaged Jeſus, 
who commanded the outlaws, by promiſe 
of a large ſum of money, to attack us with 
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he had the command, and had given them 


a body 


admit none but 


yielded obedience. 


diſpoſition thus to conduct themſelves to- 


THE 
a body of eight hundred men : Jeſus and his 
troops were at that time ſtationed on the 
borders of Ptolemais. He propoſed to 


effect his purpoſe by coming upon us unex- 
pectedly. He accordingly ſent a meſſage 


LIFE OF 


| to lay ſiege to it, he judged it ſufficient to 


ſecure the paſſes, and thus to form the block- 
ade of Gamala. Intelligence having been 
communicated to Æbutius, the Decadarch, 
of my arrival at Simonias, a village ſituated 


to me, requeſting my permiſſion to wait on 
me. This requeſt I readily granted, not 
ſuſpecting his motives; and he began his 


journey, accompanied by a ſelect band of his 


aſſociates. He had arrived within a very ſhort 
diſtance of the town, when one of his fol- 
lowers left him, and communicated to me 
every particular of the plot formed againſt 
me. Diſſembling all knowledge of the 
matter, I repaired to the market- place, 
attended by a ſtrong guard of Galileans, 
with ſome few of the Tiberians. My 
next care was to ſecure the paſſes, and to 
give orders to the porters at the gates, to 
Jeſus and a few of his fol- 
lowers, keeping the reſt out; and, in caſe 
they ſhould attempt to obtain an entrance 
by violence, to repel force with force. All 
my orders were punctually obeyed, and Je- 
ſus and a ſmall number of his aſſociates only 
were permitted to enter the city, the gates 
being ſhut upon the reſt. The inſtant he 
came into my preſence, I commanded him 
to throw down his arms; and perceiving 
himſelf ſurrounded by ſoldiers, he readily 
Thoſe of his followers 
who had remained without the gates, hav- 
ing learnt what had befallen their leader, 
fled in all haſte. Taking Jeſus aſide, I told 
him, that notwithſtanding I now had him 
in my power, and was well informed of all 
his mal- practices and connections, I was 
Ul inclined to pardon him for what had 


paſſed, on condition that he ſhould engage 


to abſtain. from all ſuch-like conduct in 
future. This he faithfully promiſed, and 
was in conſequence diſmiſſed, together with 
his attendants. With reſpect to the Sep- 
phorites, I, contented myſelf with enjoining 


them to a more peaceable demeanour, at | 


the hazard of my ſevereſt diſpleaſure. 


on the borders of Galilee, and at the diſ- 
tance of about ſixty furlongs from the place 
where he then was, he aſſembled a body of 
an hundred horſe and about two hundred foot 
from Gaba, with which, making a forced 
march during the night, he reached the 
village early in the morning; whereupon I 
gathered together ſome of my beſt troops, 
and prepared for my defence. Abutius, de- 
pending on his ſuperior force in horſe, would 
tain have induced me to have engaged him 
in the open field; but, as my ſtrength lay 
chiefly in infantry, Idared not quit my ſtation; 
and my antagoniſt, after many fruitleſs ef- 
forts to drive me from it, retired towards 
Gaba, with the loſs of three men only in 
the ſkirmiſh. I cloſely purſued him with 
a body of two thouſand men; and havin 
reached Beſara on the frontiers of Ptolemais, 
and about twenty furlongs diſtant from 
Gaba, where Abutius then was, I firſt fe- 
cured all the neighbouring paſſes, and then 
I carried off prodigious quantities of wheat 
and other grain, which had belonged to 
Queen Berenice, and had been plundered by 
the enemy from the adjacent viilages. The 
| grain I ſent to Galilee, on a number of 
camels and aſſes, which I had brought with 
me for that intent. When I had finiſhed 
this buſineſs, I offered battle to Abutius; 
but he declining it, I directed my march 
againſt Scythopolis, which was then garri- 
ſoned by a body of horſe, under the com- 
mand of Neapolitanus, who had committed 
great depredations in the neighbourhood of 
Tiberias. Having delivered the Tiberians 
from this troubleſome foe, I now confined 
all my views to the re-eſtabliſhment of peace 
and good order in Galilee. 
John the ſon of Levi, was, as I have be- 


|| foreobſerved, ſtillat Giſchala; where, jealous 


Juſt at this period, two noblemen be- 8. my ſucceſs againſt my enemies, and of 


longing to the court of the king of Tracho- 
nitis, fled to me for refuge; bringing with 
them horſes, money, and arms. The Jews 
were very averſe to my receiving them, 
unleſs they would ſabmit to be circumciſed; 


the affection which the people ' manifeſted 
for me, he endęeavoured to ſeduce the Tibe- 
rians and the Sepphorites from my intereſt, 
flattering himſelf, alſo, that he might be 
able to prevail on the Gabarenes to quit my 


but I firmly rejected the propoſition, repre- 
ſenting to the people that every man was 
entitled to the privilege of worſhipping God 
according to the rules of his own conſcience, 
and that it would betray an inhoſpitable 


wards men, whom misfortunes had compel- 
ed to reſort to them for protection. 

In the mean time, Aquus Modius had 
been diſpatched by king Agrippa, with a 
large body of troops, to inveſt the caſtle of 
Magdala. Finding himſelf in no condition 
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party, they being the moſt conſiderable peo- 
ple in Galilee. For this purpoſe he took 
every opportunity to decry my adminiſtra- 
tion, and to extol the advantages which 
they would enjoy under his government, 
imagining, that, in proportion as he ble- 
miſhed my reputation, he ſhould brighten his 
own. The Sepphorites, in fact, favoured 
neither him nor me, being cloſely attached 
to the Romans. He could not prevail on 
the Tiberians to take arms; but they, ne- 
vertheleſs, engaged to maintain a correſ- 
pondence 
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ondence with bim, The Gabarenes were 
he only people who joined him; and 
this union was effected by the interven- 


tion of one of their leading men, named 


Simon, who was a particular friend and 
aſſociate of John. The Gabarenes readily 
engaged in every perfidious attempt againſt 
my perſon; and, in the following inſtance, 
I narrowly eſcaped falling a victim to their 
evil deſigns. 

The wife of Ptolemy; the king's intend- 
ant, travelling with a numerous body of 
attendants over the great plain, from a place| 
under his ſovereign's juriſdiction, into one 
of the Roman provinces, her train. was at- 
tacked by a party of deſperate young Da- 
barittenians, who defeated the eſcort which 
attended her, and made prize of all her ef- 
feats. The plunder was brought to Tari- 
chez whilſt I continued there, and conſiſt- 
ed of a large quantity of rich cloaths and” 
coſtly furniture, a great number of ſilver 
veſſels, and five hundred pieces of gold. 
Theſe articles being the property of Pto- 
lemy, who was of my own tribe, (and it 
being prohibited by our law to rob even an 
enemy) I told the parties that it was requi- 
ſite they ſhould be laid by, till an oppor- 
tunity might offer for diſpoſing of them, 
and that the produce of them ſhould be ap- 
plied to the reparation of the walls of Jeru- 
ſalem. The robbers, incenſed to be thus 
diſappointed of their booty, circulated a re- 
port throughout Tiberias, that it was my 
intention to betray the province into the 
hands of the Romans. My promiſe, they 
faid, of applying the profits of the fale to 
the reparation of the walls of Jeruſalem, was 
a mere pretext, and that I meant to reſtore 
the above effects to their former maſter : | 
nor, indeed, were they wrong in their con- | 
jecture; ſor immediately after the depar- 
ture of the robbers, I gave ſecret orders to 
two of the principal citizens, Daſſion, and 
Jannæus, the ſon of Levi, both highly fa- 
voured by the king, to make reſtitution of | 
the prize, and, at the peril of their lives, 
to mention the matter to any man living. 
The charge againſt me, of having conſpired 
to deliver up the province to the Romans, 
ſpread through Galilee, and the people were 
ſtrongly incited to revenge. The Tariche- 
ans, amongſt others, gave ſuch credit to 
the flander, that they ſeduced ſeveral of 
my guards to quit me while I was aſleep, 
and to repair with them to the Circus, to 
confer with the citizens, on the intended 
change to be made in the government. A 

large concourſe of people had aſſembled in 
this place, unanimouſly calling for juſticc 
on the traitor ; but -the chief fomentor of 
the ſedition was Jeſus, the ſon of Sapphia, 
one of the moſt turbulent and unprincip'es 
wretches breathing, who chanced at that 
time to be the chief magiſtrate of Tibe- 
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rias. This man preſented himſelf before 
the people, with the two Tables of Moſes 
in his hand; and addreſſed them in theſe 
words: “ If you have no conſideration for 


a proper reverence ' for. theſe ſacred laws, 
which your governor; Joſeph; has violat- 
ed, for which he deſerves the moſt ex- 
emplary puniſtiment.” This ſpeech was 


and taking with them a number of ſoldiers;. 


| they haſted towatds the: houſe in which I 


relided, witk a fixed reſolution to put me 
to inſtant death. Unconſcious of all that 
was paſſing, I lay on my bed, wearied with 


ever, one of my guards, and the only per- 
ſon who had not deſerted me, ſeeing the 
nent danger to which I was expoſed, adviſ- 
ed me rather to periſh by my own hand 


of an enraged and inſolent enemy. 
ever diſguiſed myſelf in a ſuit of black 


| cloaths; and, armed with my ſword, and 


commending myſelf to the protection of 
Providence, 1 
the midſt of the throng, and repaired, by 
a private way, to the Circus; where I threw 
myſelf proſtrate on the ground; and, by my 
tears and lamentations, excited the pity of 


meaſure, wrought upon the temper of the 
people, I exerted all my endeavours to di- 
vide them in their ſentiments reſpecting 
me and my conduct, before the return of 


deſtroy me. I begged their permiſſion to 
lay before them the true ſtate of the caſe; 


indeed, ſome flight foundation for the 
charge. 


to immediate death: but on more mature 
deliberation, however, they ſuffered them-- 
ſelves to be prevailed upon to ſuſpend: the. 


following purport: 1 : 2210 

That I had ever conſidered their city as 
an aſylum for ſtrangers: that, induced by 
the conveniencies of the place, and the 
amiable manners of its inhabitants, num 


| bers of foreigners had quitted their own 


country, and repaired thither, with a view: 


intention, through zeal for the public be- 
nefit, to apply a conſiderable ſum of mo- 


| 80 ney 


your own welfare and ſafety; at leaſt ſnew 


received with repeated ſhouts of applauſe; 


fatigue, and in a ſound ſleep: Simon, how- 


people ruſhing into the houſe, ſuddenly 
awakened me, and repreſenting the immi- 


than to ſubmit to the inſults and cruelties 
I how- 


paſſed undiſcovered through 


the majority of even the inſurgents them- 
ſelves. -' Perceiving that J had, in ſome 


the ſoldiers, who had been diſpatched to 


admitting, at the ſame time, that there was, 


I requeſted that they would give 
me a patient heating; after which I would: 
readily ſubmit to their deciſion, whatever 
it might be. The people ordered me to 
proceed; but the ſoldiers, who had juſt 
returned to the Circus, were for putting me 


execution of their deſign; and filence be- 
ing proclaimed,” I addreſſed them to the 


of continuing there to the end of their 
lives; that the crime now alledg:d was, an 
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other ringleaders of the late ſedition, fear- 
ful leſt they 


their object, they had only to depute a 


— 


ney towards the repairs of the city walls: 
and that this was the ſole foundation of the 
inveterate perſecution which had been raiſ- 


ed againſt mo. The Taricheans, and the 
foreign inhabitants of this city, highly ap- 
plauded my ſpeech, and bade me proceed 
without fear; but the Galileans and Tibe- 
tians, on the other hand, manifeſted much 
turbulence of diſpoſition; infomuch that 
the diſſention between the two parties aroſe, 
at length, to a very great height; the one 
ſide continually menacing me, and the other 
giving me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their 
favour and protection. But the conteſt was 
finally dropped, on my promiſing the Ti- 
berians to repair the walls of their city, and 
to do the like for all the other towns of the 
province, whoſe fituation would admit of 
it; and every one, truſting to my word for 
the performance of this covenant, retired 
peaceably. Ny, 

Aſter this providential deliverance, I re- 
turned to my lodging, attended by a party 
of my friends, and about twenty ſoldiers. 
Soon after I had retired, the robbers and 


ſhould be called to an account 
for their conduct on the occaſion, aſſem- 
bled in a body, to the number of about ſix 
hundred, and beſet the houſe in which 1 re- 
fided, with an intention of ſetting fire to it. 
When the news of their approach, and of 
their deſign, was communicated to me, 
deeming flight diſgraceful, I determined to 
barricade the doors of my houſe, and abide 
the event. On their arrival, I acquainted 
them, from a window, that, if money was 


ſmall number of their companions to me, 
and their commands ſhould be inſtantly 
complied with. A party was accordingly 
ſent; and when they entered. the houſe, ob- 
ſerving that one of them diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf from the reſt by his infolence and au- 
dacity, I ordered him to be ſeized, whip- 

ed, and to have one of his hands firuck 
off; after which, with the member hang- 
ing round his neck, to be turned into the 
ſtreet, that his aſſociates might be inform- 


— uu 


| 


ed of what had happened to him. All this 


was accordingly executed, and the infur- 


gents imagining, from the boldneſs of m 


conduct in this inſtance, that I had a ſtrong 
guard in the houſe, fled with the utmoſt 
precipitation, through fear of expoſing 


themſelves to a fimilar puniſhment ; and by 


this ſtratagem I eſcaped an imminent dan- 
ger. But thus defeated in one ſcheme, 
they. quickly put another in agitation. They 
now pretended to diſapprove of the protec- 
tion which I had afforded to the two fo- 
reign noblemen, aforementioned ; and they 
directed their courſe to Tarichez, with the 
full intent of putting thoſe unfortunate 
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I followed them, however, with as many 
| troaps as I could aſſemble; and happily ar- 
rived in time to reſcue my noble gueſts ; 
ho were at length received into favour by 
king Agrippa. 


— 
— 


Intelligence having been communicated 


to me that the people of Tiberias had ſe- 
cretly diſpatched a letter to king Agrippa, 
with a tender of their ſervices, provided he 
would engage to furaiſh them with a ſuffi- 
cient number of troops to protect them, I 
inſtantly repaired to that city. The inha- 
bitants upon my arrival, reminded me of 
my promiſe to rebuild their walls, having 
[learnt that I had already fulfilled my en- 
7 in that point with the Taricheans. 

therefore gave orders for materials and 
workmen to be provided. After three days, 
I departed for Taricheæ, which is diſtant 
about thirty furlongs: immediately after 


| which a body of Roman troops, being on 


their march, paſſed within ſight of Tibe- 
rias; and the inhabitants, miſtaking them 
for the forces of king Agrippa, gave a ſud- 
den looſe to the moſt extravagant encomi- 
ums on the king, and to the ſevereſt cen- 
ſures on me. A meſſenger was ſoon after- 
wards diſpatched to me in great haſte, with 
information that the people were ripe for a 
revolt. This intelligence threw me into 
the utmoſt conſternation; for the ſabbath 
now approaching, I had ſent away the ſol- 
diers from Taricheæ, in order to the more 
quiet celebration of that feſtival. _ 
Thus circumſtanced, I adopted the follow- 
ing ſtratagem : I committed the care of the 
gates to ſome of my moſt intimate and truſty 
friends, with a ſtrict injunction to ſuffer no 
pecſon whatever to paſs through. They had 
it further in charge from me,to cauſe each of 
the principal citizens to go on board his re- 
8 boat, taking with him only one per- 
on to row it, and to follow me, while I, in 
another boat, attended by a ſmall party of 
my friends, and ſeven ſoldiers, ſteered my 
courſe towards Tiberias; the inhabitants of 
which city had, in the interim, diſcovered 
their miſtake relative to the troops they 
had ſeen. The Tiberians, however, per- 


— 
—— 


tceiving the lake thus covered with fo nu- 


I 


ſtrangers to death. 
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merous a fleet of boats, which, they con- 


cluded, were filled with an army deſtined 


to the attack of their city, actuated by their 

apprehenſions, inſtantly laid down their 

arms, and accompanied by their wives and 

children, in the molt ſubmiſſive manner, 
welcomed me on my arrival, wiſhed me 

ſucceſs in my undertaking, never ſuſpecting 

that their deſigns were diſcovered. _ 

| Previous to my landing, I had piven or- 

ders that all the boats ſhould be anchored at 

ſuch a diſtance from the ſhore, as to prevent 

theTiberians from diſcovering the weakneſs 

of my apparently formidable fleet. I had 
now reached the quay, and, after ſeverely re- 


| proaching 
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proaching them with their late treacherous | 
conduct, I declared myſelf: willing to par- 
don what had paſſed, on condition that t 
ſhould ſend on board of my boat ten of their 
chief citizens as hoſtages; with which com- 
mand they inſtantly complied, and by this 
ſtratagem I, by degrees, got the whole ſenate 


hey | 
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Jeſus, together with the ſiſter of Juſtus 
of Tiberias. They next applied to me for 
troops to garriſon the town, and wprkmen 
to ſurround it with walls, to whieh requeſt 
immediately acceded,, 1 

At this juncture, alſoz, the, Gaularnites, 
inhabiting the whole extent of country as 


and moſt of the principal inhabitants into 
my hands. The reſt, now taking into con- 
ſideration the critical ſtate of their affairs, 
with one voice imputed the whole blame of 
the late diſturbances to a bold and turbu- 
lent fellow, named Clitus, and requeſted 
that I would order him to be punifhed ac- 
cording to his deſerts. This fellow being 
of my own tribe, I could not conſcientiouſ- 
ly put him to death ; yet, perceiving the'ne- 
ceſſity of inflicting on him ſome exemplary 
puniſhment, I commanded him to ſtrike 
off his left-hand with his right ; with which 
he inſtantly complied. _ 2 
I now returned to Taricheæ, leaving th 
Tiberians impreſſed with the higheſt opinion 
of my wiſdom, in thus ſubduing, without 
bloodſhed, ſo formidable an inſurrection. 

A ſhort time previous to this period, 
Philip, the fon of Jacimus, quitted Gama- 
la, upon the following occafion. Havin 
received intelligence of the revolts of Varus, 
and of the appointment of Equus Modius 
to his vacant government, he wrote letters 
to Modius, who was his intimate friend, 
acquainting him with the ſtate of his af- 
fairs, accompanying them with a packet 
from the king and queen, who were at that 
time at. Berytus, which Modius inſtantly 
diſpatched, according to the inſtructions 
ſent him. No ſooner did the king per- 
ceive, by the contents of this packet, that 
the report of Philip's deſertion to the Ro- 
mans was groundleſs, than his majeſty im- 
mediately diſpatched a party of horſe to 
conduct him to court; and he received him 
upon his arrival with the moſt honourable 
teſtimonies of affection and approbation. 
He was ſoon. afterwards ſent, at the head 
of ſeveral troops of horſe, to the fort of 
Gamala, with orders to bring away his fa- 
mily, to re-eſtabliſh the Babylonians in 
Batanea, and to uſe his utmoſt efforts to 
reſtrain the people within due ſubjection. 

Nearly at this period, a mountebank, 
named Joſeph, put himſelf at the head of a 
party of turbulent young people, who were 
countenanced in their ſeditious conduct by 
ſome few of the moſt conſiderable inhabi- 
tants of the place. This man endeavoured 
to ſeduce the people from their allegiance, 
and induce them to take arms, in defence, 
as he pretended, of their violated rights and 
Privileges. This party ſoon became fo 
powerful, that no one dared to oppoſe 
them; they having already, in a ſudden tu- 
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far as the village Solyma, deſerted the party 
of king Agrippa, and united 'themſelves 
with the Romans. I encloſed with walls 
Sogannes and Seleucia, two places of great 
natural ftrength, and fortified ſeveral towns 
in the Upper Galilee, as Jamnia, Amerytha, 
and Charabe, ſituated in the mountainous 
part of the country. I likewiſe fortified 
the towns of Tarichee, Tiberias, and Sep- 
phoris, and the villages of the Cave of Ar- 
bela, Berſobe, Selame, Jotapata, Capharab, 
Comolſogana, Næpapha, and the Mount 
Itabyr; all ſituated in Galilee. It was in 
theſe places that I formed my magazines of 
arms and corth. opt) oc F 
The ſucceſs: with which all my under- 
takings were attended, created ſo much 
envy in the breaſt of John and Simon, the 
ſons of Levi, that they determined at all 
events to effect my ruin; and, accordingly, 
after making ſeveral other unſucceſsful at- 
tempts, they propoſed to diſtribute money 
and. preſents among the friends of Ananus, 
the high-prieſt, as the molt likely method 
of effecting the deſign they bad in view. 
This ſcheme ſucceeded; and Ananus and his 
party, without further heſitation, entered 
upon the execution of the plan for depriv= 
ing me of my poſt. For this ov dau 
they ſecretly commiſſioned four perſons, 
two of noble deſcent, and the others of 
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their abilities, to fepair to Galilee on this 
buſineſs. The perſons thus deputed, were 
Joazar and Simon, both of the ſacerdotal 
families, and the former a Phariſee; and 
Jonathan and Ananias, both of the Phari- 
faical ſet. Fheſe men were inſtructed to 
attend at the next aſſembly of the Gali- 
leans, and to expoſtulate with the members 
on the prepoſſeſſion they manifeſted in my 
favour ; and to urge, if they ſhould attempt 
to vindicate ſuch predilection, on the plea, 
either of my knowledge of the law, of my 

being a native of Jeruſalem, or of their 


reſpect for the prieſthood, of which I was 


a member; that each of them had equal 


pretenſions to the government of the pro- 


vince. Thus tutored, the deputies began 
their journey. a. 

Juſt at this period, a perſon named Jeſus, 
a Galilean, arrived at Jeruſalem, at the head 
of a band of fix hundred ſoldiers. This 
man entered into an engagement with the 


deputies, on the promiſe of three months 
pay in advance, to accompany them with 


mult, put to death Chares and his Kinſman 
— * 


Oe 


| 


his troops, and to ſubmit to all their 
c They 


private rank, but all equally eminent for 
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They alſo retained in their ſervice three 
hundred mercenaries, whom they had col- 
lected in the city, and a party of an hun- 
dred men, commanded by the brother of 
John. They were enjoined, in cafe I ſhould 
voluntarily ſurrender: myſelf, to ſend me in 
chains to Jeruſalem; but to give me no 
quarter, if I ſhould make the leaſt reſiſtance. 

Jeſus, the ſon of Gamala, who wiſhed 


me well, and was privy to all theſe tran- 


ſactions, ſent intelligence of what paſſed to 
my father, who communicated the ſame to 
me. I therefore aſſembled my friends, 
and acquainted them with my determina- 
tion to refign my command, and return 
home, in the courſe of three days. They 
all expreſſed great ſorrow on the occafion, 
and earneſtly ſolicited me to drop my de- 


ſign, urging, that my departure would be| 


attended with certain deſtruction to them: 
but, as my life was now at ſtake, I till 
perſevered in the reſolution I' had formed. | 
The news of my intention was quickly | 
ſpread throughout the whole province, by 


the diligence of the Galileans, who enter- || 
tained the ſtrongeſt apprehenſions, that 
they muſt be inevitably over-run by the 


out-laws, and other banditti, as ſoon as 1 


' ſhould have abandoned them. A large 


number of people, accompanied by their | 
wives and children, aſſembled in confe- | 
quence, in the great plain of Aſoch, in 
which city, I at that time, reſided, with | 
the view of prevailing upon me to continue| 
with them. 3 | 

That night I had a very remarkable 
dream. Being in great perturbation of | 
mind, ariſing from the intelligence I had 
received, 1 fancied that I ſaw the figure of | 
a man approach my hed-ſide, and addreſs 
me in theſe words: Take courage, thou | 


worthy man; for all theſe troubles will | 


quickly have an end, and will, moreover, | 


be productive not only of your preſent, but 


future advantage and ſatisfaction. Be re- 
folute, therefore, and remember, that 1 
forewarned you, that you would be engaged 


in war againſt the Romans“ Awaking | 
from this dream, I roſe, with an intent of | 
walking for the benefit of the air ; and I 

no ſooner appeared at the door, which leads 

towards the plain, than a multitude of the 


Galileans, of all ages, and either ſex, pro- 
ſtrated themſelves before me, and with tears 


beſought me not to abandon them, in this || 


extremity, to the mercy of their enemies. 
Perceiving, that notwithſtanding their im- 

rtunities, I continued inflexible, they in 
the moſt ſolemn manner adjured me to 
yield to their requeſt, 


* 


This ſcene affected me to a very high 


degree; I therefore conſented to retain the 
command of the province. I accordingly | 


defired that they would ſelect five thouſand | 


men, and furniſh them with arms and am- 


munition for a march, and that the reſt 
would return without delay to their own 
| habitations. To theſe, five thouſand I joined 
a body of my own troops, conliſting of 
three thouſand infantry and eighty horſe, 
and marched at their head to Chabolo, a 
village on the borders of Ptolemais, with 
the' apparent view of attacking Placidus; 
who had been ſent into thoſe parts by 
Ceſtius Gallus, with a troop of horſe. and 
two companies of foot, to deſtroy all the 
neighbouring villages belonging to the Ga- 
lileans. Placidus lay intrenched at a ſmall 


_— 


+ diſtance from the walls of Ptolemais; and 


about ſixty furlongs from that place, nearer 
to Chabolo, I drew up my forces. Both 
armies ranged in order of battle, and ſeve- 
ral times took the field: but notwithſtand- 
ing my utmoſt efforts, I could not induce 
my antagoniſt to reſt the iſſue of our cauſe 
on a general engagement. | 

Such was the ſtate of affairs, when John 
and his aſſociates, the deputies from Jeru- 
ſalem, who, as I have before obſerved, had 
been ſent by Simon, Ananus the high=. 
prieſt, and their party, arrived in thoſe 
parts; and, as they found it would be im- 
poſſible to effect their deſigns againſt me by 
open force, they had recourſe to treachery ; 
a accordingly, ſent me the following 
etter. 5 RE | 


Jonathan and his Deputy-Colleagues from 
the Council at Jeruſalem,' to. Joſeph, 
Greeting, 3 
It having been repreſented to our prin- 
cipals, that John of Giſchala has, at ſundry 
times, been guilty of certain evil practices 
againſt the ſafety of your perſon, ' they have 
commiſſioned us, in their names, to cenſure 
him in the moſt ſevere manner, for his con- 
duct on the occaſion, and to enjoin him to 
a due deference to your commands in fu- 
ture. And in order that matters may be 
better regulated for the time to come, we 
| requeſt that you will repair hither with all 
convenient fpeed. As the village is but 
ſmall, we defire that you will bring but 
few perſons in your train, leſt there ſhould 
not be ſufficient room to accommodate 
them.” F 
The meſſenger who brought this letter 
was a trooper, a bold young fellow, who 
had formerly been in the fervice of the king. 
I chanced to be at ſupper, with ſome friends, 
and ſeveral Galileans of quality, when he 
arrived. I ordered him to be introduced; 


„ 


on which he put the packet into my hand, 
telling me, with an air of inſolence, that 
he was ſent by the deputies from Jerufalem, 

and required an immediate anſwer. All 
[| preſent expreſfed great ſurprize at the ab- 
rupt behaviour of this man. I invited him, 
however, to partake of our collation, but 
he declined the offer. During this whole 


— 


time I kept the letter in my hand — 
ed, 
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ed, pretending to be engaged in private |] the date hereof, to juſtify the accuſatiori. 
converiation with ſome of the company, or || which you have exhibited againſt John. of 
in attending others, who were retiring. It 


It Siſchala; and you are further enjoined to 
was in one of theſe intervals that I took the 


i ers repair to the place above ſpecified, without 
opportunity of breaking open the letter, any military attendants.” 


and, having juſt glanced my eye upon the] After ſending this letter the deputies re- 
contents, folded it up again, and returned || paired to Japha, one of the moſt conſider- 
to my companions without mentioning the || able villages in Galilee; where the inhabi- 
circumſtance. There now remained with || tants roſe in the moſt tumultuous manner, 
me only four of my particular friends, and ||and with one voice told them to be gone; 
a boy to ſerve us with wine, I preſent-||declaring, that they were perfectly ſatisfied 
ed the meſſenger with twenty drachmas, || with my adminiſtration, and would yield 
tor which he was ſo very profuſe in his|| obedience to no other governor. The de- 
acknowledgments, that I plainly perceiv- || puties retired therefore in haſte to Seppho- 
ed avarice was his predominant foible, and iris, the beſt built city in the whole pro- 
therefore determined to convert the diſ-|| vince, and ſtrongly attached to the intereſt 
covery to my advantage; for which pur- of the Romans. They Were received here, it 
poſe I again preſſed him to fit down to table is true, with rather more reſpect than at the 
with us, promiſing to give him a drachma|| former place. From thence they went to 
for every cup of wine he ſhould drink. Aſoch, where they experienced a ſimilar 
With this propoſal he readily complied, || treatment to what they had met with at 
| and became in a ſhort time ſo much in- Japha. This contemptuous conduct of the 
toxicated, that I eafily obtained all the par- people enraged them ſo much, that the 
ticulars of the deſign in agitation againſt || commanded the ſoldiers to repreſs their in- 
me; whereby 1 found that the deputies || ſolence with blows, Continuing their jour- 
intended to put me to death, in caſe they ney to Gabara, they were there joined by 
ſhould ſucceed in their ſcheme of getting || John at the head of a corps of three thou- 
me unattended into their hands. I therefore || ſand men. As I had now received full in- 
returned the following anſwer to the letter || formation of the deſigns of my enemies, I 
I had received. | {elected a party of three thouſand men from 
the army under my command, and march- 
ed with them to Jotapata, diſtant about 
5 forty ſtadia from our camp; in order to 
cc It gives me great pleaſure to hear of preſerve a communication with the main 
your health, and that you are arrived in body, which I left under the care of a friend 
Galilce, the more particularly as I am pre- in whom I could confide. From this place 
paring to return to Jeruſalem; a deſign I once more addreſſed the deputies ia the 
which I have long meditated ; and I ſhall following letter. 
now have a fitting opportunity to reſign Y 2] 
into your hands he ne the 0-4 Joſeph to Jonathan and his Fellow De- 
vince. I ſhould be happy to wait on you puties, Greeting. 


at Xallo, or at any more diſtant place, were * If it appears to you to be abſolutely 
it only for the ſatisfaction which the inter- requiſite that I ſhould attend you, I am 
view would afford me. But, unfortunately, ready to give you a meeting at any one you 
the exigency of public affairs requires, me|| ſhall name of the four hundred cities and 
to continue in the poſt which I have for|| villages of Galilee, excepting only Gabara j 
ſome time paſt occupied in the neighbour- and Giſchala ; the firſt being the birth-place 
hood of Chabolo, in order to watch the of John, and the latter the refidence of his 
motions of Placidus, who menaces the pro- family and friends.“ by 3 | i 
vince of Galilee with an attack; and for John, on the receipt of this letter, re- « 
theſe reaſons, I think it more adviſeable commended the ſending circular letters 5 li 
that you ſhould, inſtantly upon the receipt || throughout the whole diſtrict of Galilee ; | 
of this letter, repair to me hither: and ſo I not doubting but that, in each city and if 


— 


Joſeph to Jonathan and his Fellow-Depu— 
ties, Greeting. 


bid you fare wel.“ 3 village of the province, one or more per- 95 

I re-diſpatched the meſſenger with this] ſons might be found ſufficiently inclined to Yi] 
anſwer, and ordered thirty Galileans of the do me any ill office, and who might, with > F 
firſt rank to accompany him. The depu- out much difficulty, be prevailed upon to 28 
ties perceiving, on the arrival of the above join in an accuſation againſt me of havin | 
perſons, that their plot had failed, addrefled|;j betrayed the intereſt of the public. This 


a ſecond letter to me. was communicated to me, late the ſame 
night, by a deſerter. | DS 

Well aware of the imminent danger 
which threatened me, I inſtantly diſpatch- 
« You are hereby required to appear be-||ed Jacob and Jeremy, both men of approv- 
fore-us, at Gabara, within three days from || ed ks 2 Ea my, particular friends ; the 


: firſt 


Jonathan and his Colleagues, to Joſeph, 
Greeting. 
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firſt with two, and the other with fix hun- 
dred men, to ſecure the paſſes, and to way- 


lay all the roads between Galilee and Ga- 


bara, and Jeruſalem and Galilee ; ordering 
them to ſeize all ſuſpected perſons, parti- 
cularly all couriers, and to ſend me what- 
ever letters might be found upon them. I 
likewiſe ſent ſummonſes throughout the 
whole provinces of Galilee, enjoining all 
perſons to repair to me the next morning 
at Gabara, properly armed, and bringing 
with them proviſions for three days. I di- 
vided the troops I had with me into four 
ſeparate bodies, giving the command of 
them to my moſt experienced officers, with 


orders not to admit a fingle ſtranger into 


their reſpective corps. 

On my arrival at Gabara, in the forenoon 
of the next day, I found the whole plain 
covered with Galilean troops, together with 
a numerous body of peaſants. I had ſcarce- 
ly began to addreſs myſelf to them, when 
they interrupted me with the loudeſt ſhouts 
and acclamations, unanimouſly hailing me 
their deliverer and benefactor. 

The perſons to whom I had committed 
the care of the paſſes, intercepted, on the 


very firſt day, ſome diſpatches from Jona- 


than to the faction at Jeruſalem: They 
detained the meſſengers, as I had ordered 


them, and ſent their packets to me; which, | 


on peruſal, I found replete with the groſ- 


ſelf. This incident I kept profoundly 
ſecret, and continued my journey, as if no- 


thing had happened of any conſequence. 


The inſtant that the deputies heard of my 
being on the march toward them, they took 
ſhelter together with John in the houſe of 


. Jeſus; a ſpacious and ſtrong building, con- 


ſtructed much. upon the plan of a citadel. 
A band of ſoldiers were concealed in the 


houſe ; one of the gates only was ſuffered, 


to be kept open, and orders were given, that 


on my arrival, (for they ſuppoſed that I 


meant to pay them a viſit,) I ſhould be 
admitted alone, and thus they imagined, 
that by excluding my attendants, they 
ſhould inevitably make themſelves maſters 
of my perſon. Providentially, however, I 
eſcaped their machinations; for having re- 
ceived a ſlight intimation of their deſign, I 


repaired immediately on my arrival, to the| 


apartment provided for me, at a houſe in 
the city, directly oppoſite to that of Jeſus. 
The deputies, not doubting that I had 
laid my{elt down to reſt, embraced the op- 
portunity, and went to the plain, for the 
purpoſe of prejudicing the people againſt 
my adminiſtration. But the Galileans, on 
their approach, began to upbraid them in 
the moſt bitter terms. They made great 
complaint of the conduct of the council at 
Jeruſalem towards them, and peremptorily 
retuſed to receive any governor but myſelf, 


_— 


ſeſt calumnies and ſcurrilities againſt my- | 


| 


0 F 


Finding the people thus diſpoſed, I went 
to the ſpot where Jonathan and his col- 
leagues had ſtat ioned themſelves, with the 
view of compelling them to produce their 
proofs of my miſconduct before the public 
aſſembly. Immediately on my appearance, 
the people ſurrounded me, with looks ſtrong- 
ly expreſſive of joy, which ſo cloſely correſ- 
ponded with their words and actions, that 
the deputies became violently apprehenſive 
for their ſafety, and would fain have with- 
drawn. At my requeſt, however, they 
ſtaid: nor, indeed, were they allowed the 
liberty of choice, but remained like fo 
many ſtatues, riveted in amazement, Hav- 
ing obtained ſilence, and poſted ſome of my 
beſt troops at the avenues, to prevent a ſur- 
prize, and being ſurrounded by the reſt of 
my guards, I addrefled the deputies to the 
tollowing purpoſe. 

I propoſed it to themſclves, whether, 
admitting that they were duly authorized to 
enquire into my conduct, they would not 
acquit me upon the teſtimony of two or 
three perſons of eſtabliſhed reputations. 
But,“ ſaid I, addreſſing Jonathan, what 
if I ſhould refer myſelf to the evidence of 


| every one here aſſembled, for the juſtifica- 


tion both of my private and public con- 
duct?“ Then, turning to the people, I 
conjured them to deliver their ſentiments 
of my adminiſtration, without the leaſt re- 
ſerve; and they inſtantly, with one voice, 
made an open declaration of the bleflings 
which they had enjoyed under my govern- 
ment; affirming, with repeated aſſevera- 
tions, that I had been as cautious to prevent 
any injury or inſult being offered to their 
wives and daughters, as to preſerve them in 
the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of their rights 
and property ; concluding, that they had 
no other wiſh, than that thoſe bleſſings 
might be confirmed to them by my con- 
tinuance in the command of the province. 
I next read, in the hearing of numbers of 
the Galileans, the two intercepted letters 
of Jonathan, mentioned above. They were 
replete with falſhoods and ſcurrility, and 
repreſented me in the light of a tyrant. 

In ſpite of the great influence which I 
had obtained over the people, their reſent- 
ment againſt Jonathan and his colleagues 


had ariſen to ſo high a pitch, on account 


of thoſe letters, that they formed the re- 
ſolution of ſacrificing them in their quar- 
ters. They were very urgent with me to 
grant my ſanction to this deſign: but, re- 
flecting on the dangerous conſequences of 
an inſurrection, I exerted myſelf to the ut- 
molt to divert them from their intention. 
But perceiving, at length, that all my efforts 
to reſtrain them would be vain, I put my- 
ſelf at their head, and ordered them to fol- 
low me to Sagone, a village of Arabia, 
about forty ſtadia diſtant from Gabara, 


thereby 
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thereby avoiding the imputation of bein 
the author of a civil war. At a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the place, I commanded my 
troops to halt; when I ſelected one hun- 
dred perſons, the moſt eminent in point of 
rank and abilities, to ſend to Jeruſalem, to 
prefer a complaint to the council, againſt 
the ring-leaders in the late tumults. The 
were further inſtructed, in caſe they ſhould 
find the inhabitants of that city well diſ- 
poſed towards me, to endeavour to procure 
a renewal of my commiſſion, together with 
the recal of John. Thus inſtructed, they 
began their journey on the third day, at- 
tended by an eſcort of five hundred ſoldiers. 
At the ſame time, I diſpatched letters to 
my friends at Samaria, requeſting a free 
paſſage through that diſtrict for my depu- 
ties, the city being, at that period, under 
the Roman government; and as, by this 
rout, they might arrive at Jeruſalem in 
three days, I accompanied them as far as 
the frontiers of Galilee, and took ſuch pre- 
cautions to conceal their departure, that it 
remained a ſecret for a conſiderable time : 
after this I continued a few days at Japha. 
When Jonathan and his colleagues found 
all their ſchemes thus diſappointed, they 
ſent John back to Giſchala, and repaired ro 
Tiberias; of which city they hoped to poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves, through the influence of 
Jeſus, who was the chief magiſtrate there, 
and who had pledged himſelf to engage the 
citizens in their intereſt, But Silas, who 
commanded there in my abſence, ſent me 
intelligence, from time to time, of all that 
paſſed, and preſſed me to return thither 
with all poſſible diſpatch. In conſequence 
of my adopting this advice, I fell into a 
ſnare, which had nearly proved my ruin. 
The deputies from Jeruſalem, who had 
raiſed a powerful party againſt me in Tibe- 


rias, were greatly confounded at my ar- 


rival in that city. They, however, pro- 
feſſed much friendſhip for me, and engaged, 
if I would return, and leave the manage- 
ment of the buſineſs to them, to deliver 
John into my hands in the courſe of a very 
ſhort time; confirming their promiſes with 
ſuch ſolemn oaths and imprecations, as in- 
duced my fulleſt confidence. This being 
the eve of the ſabbath, they from thence 
took occaſion to recommend me to retire 
with my troops to ſome neighbouring place, 
leſt any tumult ſhould ariſe among the 
people on that day: on which I repaired 
to Taricheæ; but not without taking the 
precaution to place my ſpies about the city 
and the road, to give me the earlieſt notice 
of any material incident that might happen. 
'The people afſembled on the next day in 
the oratory ; and with the reſt came Jona- 
than, accompanied by his colleagues. In a 
ſhort time after his entrance, he roſe, and 


| 


were ſo great, that I thought proper to 


g || addreſſing himſelf to the people, expreſſed 


his concern, that the city was not provided 
with better governors ; and there he __ 
ped. But Jeſus, the chief magiſtrate, ſpoke 
with leſs reſerve, and told the aſſembly, in 
plain terms, that it would be far more to 
their advantage to be governed by four 


y || perſons than by one ; eſpecially if ſuch go- 


vernors were of noble birth, and approved 
abilities, as thoſe men were, pointing to 
Jonathan and his aſſociates, who ſtood cloſe 
by him. Juſtus likewiſe declared himſelf 
of the ſame opinion, and he induced many 
others to adopt the like ſentiments, But 
the populace were ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed with 
the contrary perſuaſion, that a dangerous 
tumult muſt inevitably have enſued, had 
not the deputies, it being now the hour of 
twelve, adjourned the meeting to the next 
morning. | 
Being fully appriſed of theſe proceedings, 
I departed at fun- riſe, the next day, for 
Tiberias; where I found the people aſſem- 
bled in the oratory ; though they were 
totally ignorant of the cauſe of their meet- 
ing. My unexpected appearance ſo greatly 
confounded the deputies, that they were 
utterly at a loſs, for ſome time, how to 
proceed ; at length, however, they deter- 
mined to raiſe a report, that a body of Ro- 
man cavalry had been ſeen at the diſtance 
of about thirty ſtadia from the city, near 


Homonza. Though I eaſily perceived that 


this was a ſtratagem to get me out of the 
town, the apprehenſions of the people 


march my troops to the ſpot; but no enem 

appearing, [ haſted back to Tiberias, where 
I found the deputies, the ſenate, and the 
people, in ſecret council; the former of 


whom were repreſenting ine as totally un- 


worthy a public truſt. 

The deputies at the ſame time produced 
four letters, which they feigned to have re- 
ceived from four of the moſt diſtant parts 
of Galilee, containing a repreſentation of 
the imminent danger to which they were. 
expoſed, and requeſting immediate aſſiſt- 
ance. This ſtory was readily believed by 
the credulous Tiberians, who unanimouſly 
infiſlled that ſuccour ſhould be ſent to their 
allies with the utmoſt expedition. I ex- 
preſſed my willingneſs to bear an adequate 

art in the execution of whatever meaſures 
might be deemed requiſite for the public 
ſervice; but obſerved that, as the advices 
which had been received, mentioned four 
ſeveral incurſions, the army ought to be di- 
vided into as many different bodies; and 


that, it being the duty of every good citi- 


zen to ſerve his country in perſon, as well 
as with his advice, the deputies were under 
an obligation each to take upon himſelf the 


command of one of the diviſions. This 
propoſition 
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propoſition was univerſally approved ; and. | 


the deputies, highly enraged to find all their 
_ treachery thus countermined, were com- 
pelled to take their reſpective parts in this 
adventure. Ananias, one of the four pre- 
tended deputies, and a man of a malignant 
diſpoſition, adviſed the appointment of a 
ſolemn faſt, to be obſerved on the next day, 
with an injunction to the people to meet at 


claiming his confidence in the aſſiſtance of 
the Almighty, independant of human aid. 
His intention in this propoſal was evident- 
ly to diſarm me and my troops; yet was I 
neceſſitated to concur therein, that I might 
not be ſuſpected of a religious contempt. - 
Jonathan and his colleagues, upon the 
riſing of the aſſembly, diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger to John, deſiring him to come to them 
without fail at an early hour the next morn- 
ing, with whatever force he might be able 
to raiſe. On the next day, I privately arm- 
ed myſelf with a corſlet and ſword, con- 
cealed under my cloaths, and chuſing two 
of the braveſt and moſt truſty of my guards, 
I ordered them to take a ſhort ſword each, 
and follow me to the oratory. When we 


came to the oratory, I was directly admit- 


ted, wuh my friends ; but Jeſus, who kept 
the door, would not permit any of my at- 
tendants to follow. Juſt as the aſſembly 
were about to proceed to their devotions, 
Jeſus ſtarted up and queſtioned me, Where, 


and in whoſe hands, the valuable furniture, | 
and the filver in the maſs, which were fay- 


ed from the flames when the royal palace 


was conſumed, had been depoſited ? This | 


he did merely with the view of delayin 

the time, till the arrival of John with his 
troops. I anſwered him, that all thoſe ar- 
ticles had been committed to the care of 
Capella, and ten of the chief citizens of 
Tiberias; to whom I referred him for a con- 
firmation of the truth of what I had advan- 
ced. Capella and the reſt, thereupon, ac- 
knowledged the receipt of the effects in 
queſtion. I was then required to give an 
account in what manner | had diſpoſed of 
the twenty pieces of gold, which 1 received 
for a like value in filver? I replied, that I 
had diſtributed that money to defray the 
expence of the envoys whom I had ſent to 
Jeruſalem. Jonathan and his aſſociates 
obſerved, that I had acted very wrong, in 
paying my own agents from the public 
treaſure. This evident captiouſneſs of my 
foes enraged the populace to that degree, 
that all things ſeemed to tend towards an 
inſurrection; perceiving which, I judged it 
would be for my advantage to foment the 
diſturbance. I therefore told Jonathan, that 
he need give himſelf no further concern 
about the money in queſtion, as I would 
take care it ſhould be refunded, : 

In proportion as my conduct appeared 


clear from imputation; the reſentment, of 
the multitude grew more violent. I his 


happened ſo contrary to the expectation of 


the faction, that Jeſus ordered the place to 
be cleared of all thoſe who were not ſena - 
tors, under the pretext that the buſineſs 
on which they had met could not be 


| tranſacted in the midſt of ſuch clamour 
| and confuſion ; the people, on the other 
a particular hour, and without arms; pro- 


hand, loudly declaring their reſolution not 
to leave me alone with them. In the midſt 
of the conteſt, a meſſenger entered, and 
whiſpered Jonathan, that John was cloſe 
at hand with his troops. + This intelligence 
ſo far emboldened Jonathan, that, giving 
looſe to his virulence againſt me, he addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the people aſſembled, in 
theſe words: Do not imagine, ye men of 
Tiberias, that I with to have Joſeph pu- 
piſhed for his miſconduct in the affair of the 
money, but for his impoſitions on the ig- 
norant multitude, and an un due exertion of 
arbitrary power.” He had no ſooner finiſh- 
ed his ſpeech, than ſeveral ruffians, who 
had been hired for the purpoſe, attacked 
me, and would certainly have put me to 
death, had not my friends drawn their 
ſwords, and interpoſed in my defence; the 
populace, threatening to ſtone Jonathan, 
whom they conſidered as the projector of 
the deſign againſt me. I had ſcarcely quit- 
ted the aſſembly, when I met John at the 
head of his troops. This unexpected ren- 
counter confounded. me greatly, but with 
ſome difficulty I avoided them, and taking 
a bye-road, reached the lake, where I took 
boat, and arrived ſafely at Taricheæ. 

Upon my arrival, I ſummoned a meeting 
of the principal men of the province, and 
particularized to them the palpable breaches 
of humanity and faith of Jonathan, reca- 


pitulating the circumſtances of his treachery 


and inhumanity towards the Tiberians. The 
Galileans were ſo highly exaſperated at my 
harangue, that it became neceſlary to take 
ſome meaſures for appealing their fury, and 


| preventing an immediate declaration of war 


againſt Jonathan, John, and their adhe- 
rents, whom they declared themſelves reſo- 
lutely determined to purſue with unremit- 
ting fury, on condition only of my giving a 
vote of conſent ; but I repreſented to them 
the probable ill conſequences of an impe- 
tuoſity of conduct on the preſent occaſion. 
John, being once more diſconcerted in his 
treachery, returned to Giſchala, 
Some days, ſubſequent to the above 
events, diſpatches were received from Jeru- 
ſalem, intimating. that Ananus and Simon, 
the ſon of Gamaliel, had fallen under the 
diſpleaſure of the government there, in con- 
ſequence of having made attempts, by 
means of their agents, to deprive me of 
the government of Galilee, and for preſum- 
ing to act without the ſanction of public 


| 


authority, 
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| 


| 


authority, in a buſineſs of ſo much import- 
ance; and that their conduct had proved 


ſo highly diſguſting to the people, that it 


was with the utmoſt difficulty they could 
be prevented from deſtroying their habita- 
tions. Other letters were alſo brought, 
from which it appeared; that the chief in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, acting with the 
conſent and authority of the public, had 
commanded the immediate departure of 
John and his aſſociates, and by unanimous 
conſent, confirmed me in the honourable 
ſtation J poſſeſſed. | 

I now haſted to Arbela; where I had 
ſummoned an aſſembly of the Galileans ; 
and when they had convened my deputies, 
repreſented what had paſſed at Jeruſalem, 
ſetting forth the reſentment which prevail- 
ed among the people againſt Jonathan; that 
a commiſſion had been tranſmitted to me, 
whereby a formal ratification was given for 
the continuance of my government of the 
province, and that an order had been iſſued, 
enjoining Jonathan and his followers to de- 
cline all farther pretences. IJ his order to 
John and his aſſociates, was diſpatched to 
them by a meſſenger, who was directed to 
make the moſt particular obſervations of 
their features when they received it. They 
were thrown into the greateſt conſternation, 
on the peruſal of the order, and immedi- 
ately ſummoned a council; John himſelf, 
and the chief men of I iberias and Gabara 
being nominated to compoſe the ſame, in 
order to determine upon meaſures. 

The Tiberians were unwilling to truſt 
the power out of their own hands, and to 
abandon a people who. had claimed their 
;rotection, at a time when they wickedly aſ- 
ſerted I had threatened them with an inva- 
ſion. John coincided in the opinion of the 
Tiberians, and propoſed that two deputies 
ſhould be ſent to Jeruſalem, to exhibit an 
accuſation of mal- practices in the execu- 
tion of my office, pretending, that the re- 
putation of my accuſers, and the unſteady 
diſpoſition of the people they had to nego- 
ciate with, would inevitably operate to my 
diſadvantage in the minds of the populace. 
This matter was aſſented to, and a guard 
of an hundred ſoldiers was appointed to 
conduct Jonathan and Ananus to Jeruſalem, 
the reſt of the troops remaining at Tibe- 
rias. A conſiderable body of John's troops 
being at Giſchala, they were ordered to re- 
pair to Tiberias, where the people made 
preparation for taking up arms, and began 
a general repair of their walls 

Jonathan and his followers having pro- 
cecded as far as Dabaritta, (an extenſive 
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— 
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| indecent treatment did not in the leaſt abate 


Levi; who commanded the party, gave me 
information of this circumſtance, which for 
ſome days I omitted to take notice of: 1 
ſent meſſengers, however, to perſuade the 
people of Tiberias to lay down their arms: 
but from an idea that Jonathan had by this 
time arrived at Jeruſalem; inſtead of proper 
and manly anſwers, they ſent me meſſages 
in the moſt contemptible terms. But this 


my deſire of prevailing with the Tiberians ; 


tor I would, on no conſideration; have been 
the promoter of civil diſcord. It occurred, 
that ſome advantage might ariſe, if I could. 
entice them out of the town; and, in con- 
ſequence of this ſuggeſtion; I drew off ten 
thouſand choice men, divided them into 
three corps, and ſtationing one thouſand ef 
them about four ſtadia from Tiberias, in a 
village upon the mountains, ordered the reſt 
to Dora: 33 

I now came out of the village, and be- 
ing within fight of the Tiberians, they ap- 
proached me, expreſſing the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and caſting reflections on me, equal- 
ly undeſerved as ſevere. In order to expoſe 
me as an object of derifion, they repreſented 
my funeral; in which ridiculous and fan- 
taſtic parade, the effigy of my body was ex- 
poſed in the open field, amidſt a groupe of 
people meant to perſonate my mourners. 

However, I judged it expedient to get 
Simon and Joazar into my power ; and to 
effect this, 1 pretended a deſign of compro- 
miſing the prevailing differences, by divid- 
ing the adminiſtration among us. I ima- 
gined that this ſtratagem would have brought 
them out of the town, with ſome friends; 
and ſuch a number of guards as they might 
judge neceſſary for the ſafety of their per- 
ſons. But Joazar rejected the propoſal ; 
Simon, however, having meaner abilities, 
came over to me without heſitation, attend= 
ed by his friends and guards. I at firſt 
treated him with proper reſpect and ac- 
knowledgments ; but after ſome time ſpent 
in converſation, under pretence of defiring 
to be more private, I led him to ſome diſ- 
tance from the perſons by whom he was at- 
tended, then ſeized him round the waiſt, 
and ordered him to be conducted to an ad- 


jacent village. At this inſtant I ordered my 
people to join me, and then proceeded to- 
wards Tiberias. 5 
On our way we had an encounter with 
the enemy, who behaved with ſo much 
bravery, that it was with great difficulty I 
kept my men to their ground ; but after an 
obſtinate conteſt, it was my fortune to prove 
victorious, and the Tiberians retreated into 


plain on the borders of Galilee) about mid- 


night were met by a detachment of my out- 


guards, who, in compliance with my com- 
mand, attacked and made priſoners of them. 


| 
| 


f 


the town, I had diſpatched a party, by 
way of the lake, to ſet fire to the firſt houſe 
they ſhould meet with ; and this being done 
at a lucky moment, the enemy imagining 


SQ that 
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freſhment, and invited Simon to ſup with 


tions that an unremitting fidelity ſhould | 


falſehoods, under the reſpectable name of 


therto concealed from the world. 


me by the commiſſion conſtituting me Go- 
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that the city was taken by force, laid down 


. . 0 | 
their arms, and came with their women and 


children, ſuing for clemency. Satisfied 
with this ſubmiſſion, I ſounded a retreat; 
and the evening drawing on, retired for re- 


me, accompanying my meſſage with the 
encouraging aſſurance, that he ſhould be 
ſafely conducted to Jerufalem, and provid- 
ed with every convenience for his jour- 
ney. 

A into Tiberias on the following 
day, with ten thouſand men; and having 
aſtembled the moſt conſiderable people of 
the town, made all neceſſary enquiries con- 
cerning the faction, the moſt active pro · 
moters of which I ſent under a proper 
guard to Jotapata ; excepting Jonathan and 
his particular followers, whom I had diſ- 
miſſed, and moreover appointed a guard of 
five hundred men to convoy them ſafe to 
Jeruſalem, giving them a ſum ſufficient to 
defray all the expences of the journey. 

I had now a ſecond vilit from the people 
of Tiberias, who ſupplicated my forgive- 
neſs, and made the moſt ſolemn proteſta- 


— — 


make ample recompence for former errors, 

finally petitioning that the plunder might be 
reſtored to their proper owners ; and J, after- 

wards, as far as circumſtances would admit, 

cauſed the articles which had been ſeized to 

be returned to their reſpective proprietors. 

I cannot help endeavouring to controvert 
the aſſertions of Juſtus, who in treating up- 
on the matter at preſent in queſtion, has 
tranſmitted to poſterity the moſt profligate 


— — 


hiſtory ; and the ſame charge may, with 
equal juſtice, be adduced againſt other wri- 
ters: but I ſhall confine myſelf to Juſtus, 
who in giving an account of the war, has 
advanced a number of palpable fictions, 
which are calculated to reflect on his own 
country, and to brand me with diſhonour. 
It is therefore neceſſary, that I ſhould now 
divulge certain matters, which I have hi- 


An hiſtorian is peculiarly bound to keep 
within the limits of truth; but a modeſt 
author is embarraſſed when an abandoned 
character comes in his way, and he will 
ſometimes heſitate to record diſgraceful 
facts; but he will not ſuppreſs his ſenti- 
ments from a motive of delicacy towards 
the infamous ſubject, but from a regard to 
the dignity of his own profeſſion. ©* Thou, 
Juſtus, who has put in a claim to the cha- 
rater of an impartial writer, ſay, Did not 
you, and your Tiberians, make war againſt 
the Decapolitans in Syria, and burn their 
villages previous to the revolt of the Gali- 
leans from their prince and the Roman em- 
pire, and the honour that was conferred on | 


— 


| 
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vernor of Galilee; and was not one of 
your attendants ſlain in the action? How, 
then, canſt thou attribute to me the cauſe 
of that revolt? The records of the empe- 
ror Veſpaſian will confirm my aſſertions on 
this head: from which it will appear, that 
during the reſidence of that prince at Potle- 
mais, the Decapolitans were continually 
importuning him for juſtice on you, as the 
chief author of all their troubles; with 
which requeſt he would undoubtedly have 
complied, had not king Agrippa, who was 
charged with the execution of the ſentence, 
granted you your life, at the interceſſion of 
your ſiſter, Berenice; but notwithſtanding 
this remiſſion, you did not obtain your 
liberty for a long time afterwards. More. 
over, your conduct has been perfectly con- 
ſiſtent through life, as will hereafter be 
ſeen; for I ſhall demonſtrate, beyond a 


doubt, that you was the chief inſtigator of 


the Tiberian rebellion. I ſhall now prove, 
that both yourſelf and the Tiberians equally 
betrayed the intereſts of your fovereign and 
the emperor. | 

„ Sepphoris and Tiberias, the latter your 
native place, are the two principal cities of 
Galilee. The former of theſe is ſituated in 
the centre of the province, and has ſeveral 
villages under its juriſdiction; and ſuch was 
the fidelity of its inhabitants to the ſuperiors 
of the town, that not ſatisfied with ſhutting 
their gates againſt me, ſtrictly prohibited, by 
a public edict, all perſons whatever from 
bearing arms in the ſervice of your nation. 

« With the view of making all poſſible 
proviſion for their defence, they artfully ob- 
tained from me a promiſe to encloſe their 
city with walls; which I had no ſooner 
performed, than they ejected me in the 
moſt contemptuous manner; and, without 
the leaſt heſitation, admitted a Roman gar- 
riſon, under the command of Ceſtus Gal- 
lus, who was at that time governor of Sy- 
ria; and theſe tranſactions happened at the 


— — 
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very time that I held all the neighbouring 


country in abſolute ſubjection. Nay, ſo 


cautious were they of giving the leaſt um- 


brage to the Romans, that they, when the 
temple was beſieged, and the very exiſtence 


of our nation conſequently depended upon 


the event, they declined contributing, in 
the ſmalleſt degree, to our relief. 

« With reſpect to the ſituation of the 
diſtrict in which you commanded ; it lies 
on the banks of the lake Genneſareth, at 
the diſtance of about thirty ſtadia from Hip- 
pos, ſixty from Gabara, and an hundred 
and twenty from Sythopolis; all which 


places were in poſſeſſion of the king's 


| troops, and moreover ſtrongly garriſoned. 
What, let me aſk you, with all theſe ade 
| vantages on your fide, could have prevent- 
ed you from diſcharging your duty to the 
Romans, had you in your heart been in- 

clined 
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But admitting, that I was, 


lined thereto ? 
as you contend, at that time, in ſome mea- 
ſure the cauſe of the war; to whom, I 
wiſh to know, is the blame of the ſubſe- 
quent tranſactions to be imputed ? For you 
cannot be ignorant, that I had been taken 
priſoner by the Romans ſome time before 
the fiege of Jeruſalem ; that the caſtle of 
Jotapata, with many others, had been car- 
ried by ſtorm, and that multitudes of the 
Galileans had fallen in the various encoun- 
ters. If it be true, therefore, as you would 
inſinuate, that you diſapproved of the war, 
and was forced into it againſt your will, 
why did you not, when that pretended ne- 
ceſſity no longer ſubſiſted, lay down your 
arms, and throw yourſelf on the mercy of 
your ſovereign, and of the Romans, as I 
was then no longer in a condition to hurt 
ou. 
g «« But you perverſely perſiſted in your re- 
bellion, till Veſpaſian had advanced with 
his troops to the very walls of your city; 
when you found it abſolutely requiſite to 
ſubmit, in order to avoid that ruin, which 
muſt otherwiſe have been inevitable. Nor 
would this ſubmiſſion have availed you any 
thing, but for the interceſſion of the king 
in your behalf; for your madneſs and folly 
would certainly have been puniſhed with 
the total deſtruction of the city, had he not 
obtained your pardon from the emperor: 
your enmity, therefore, to the Romans pro- 
ceeded, not from any fault of mine, but 
merely from the impulſe of your own ran- 
corous diſpoſition. Did I not repeatedly 
grant you both life and liberty, when the 
chance of war had put you in my power? 
Yet it is notorious that, in the rage of your 
inteſtine broils, actuated neither by a zeal 
for the king's ſervice, nor for that of the 
Romans, but ſolely by a ſpirit of animo- 
ſity and vengeance againſt each other, you, 
on one occaſion only, put to death no leſs 
than one hundred and eighty-five of the 
citizens; which incident happened during 
the time I was blocked up in Jotapata. 
Moreover, were not two thouſand of the 
Tiberians killed and taken priſoners during 
the ſiege of Jeruſalem? Do you imagine 
that, becauſe you appeared, at this time, in 
the court of your ſovereign, not from any 
- motives of duty or affection for his perſon, 
but from an apprehenſion of falling into 
my hands, you were not, therefore, to be 
conſidered as an enemy. 
If, then, as you pretend, my conducl 
has been reprehenfible, what opinion muſt 


the world entertain of your actions? Not- 


withſtanding you had been twice baniſhed, 
as often e e and once even reſcued 
from an ignominious death, through the 
interceſſion of the emperor's ſiſter, Berenice; 
yet, when your royal maſter had received 


you again into favour, and inveſted you with 


, 
} 
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the honourable office of ſecretary, you acted 
ſo inconſiſtently with your duty, that he 
was compelled to forbid you his court and 
preſence for ever. 3 
Without ſearching further into your 
mal- practices, I cannot ſufficiently applaud 
your modeſty, in aſſuming to yourſelf the 
merit of having given a more faithful and 
exact account of this war, than any other 


writer on the ſubject; when, in fact, you 


are totally unacquainted with the particu- 
lars of thoſe tranſactions, which you pre- 
tended to relate, and even of what paſſed 
in Galilee; for during that period, you 
were engaged 1n attending the king at ann of 
tus. In like manner, how could you be 
enabled to give an authentic relation of my 
conduct during the fiege of Jotapata, when 
myſelf was the only perſon who ſurvived 


the capture of that city? You will, per- 


haps, aſſert that, however incorrect you 
may have been in other parts of your hiſ- 
tory, you have made amends by your ac- 
curacy in your recital of what happened at 
Jeruſalem. But it will appear ſcarcely pro- 


bable, however, that you ſhould be ſufff- 


ciently informed of the tranſactions of ue 
ſiege, if we conſider that you were neither 
upon the ſpot at the time, no even 
peruſed the commentaries written by Veſ- 
paſian on that part of the war. 
rent to me that you never have read thoſe 
commentaries, becauſe ſeveral paſſages there- 
in are poſitively contradicted in your hiſ- 
tory. 


der yourſelf as the firſt hiſtorian of the pre- 
ſent age, you did not favour the world with 


your admirable work during the life-time 


of Veſpaſian and Titus, the two generals 
who commanded in that expedition, or in 
the time of Agrippa and his family, all of 
whom were deeply verſed in the language 


of the Greeks? Why was this hiſtory de- 


tained ſo long, nearly twenty years from 


the public eye, when you might have pro- 


duced ſo many living evidences of the au- 
thenticity of your relation? Why, ſinally, 
having ſuppreſſed it thus long, did you fix 
upon this particular æra for its publication? 
The reaſon is obvious: you dared not ſub- 
mit it to the inſpection and cenſure of 
the world, while there were yet ſo many 
perſons living who could have detected the 
falſity of your allegations. My conduct, in 
this reſpect, was widely different. 
Previous to the publication of my hiſ- 


tory, I put it into the hands of the two 


emperors who had directed the war; each 


particular therein contained bang. yet freſh. 
this I was 


in every ones memory. To 
induced by a conſciouſneſs, that I had been 
guided ſolely by a regard to truth in what I 


had written; and the work has accordingly 


met with as - favourable a reception from 
| . 
| the 
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It is appa- 


I wiſh to know, why, if you really con- 
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and ſeveral of his relations. 


King Agrippa, to his deareſt friend Joſeph, 


RR LIFE DF: 


the world, as I could poſſibly defire. I | 


communicated theſe materials to many 
other perſons, who had taken an active part 
in the war, particularly to king Agrippa 
As an indubi- 
table proof of the eſteem in which this work 
was held even by Titus, he, under his own 
hand, ſtrongly recommended it to the 
world, as a moſt authentic record of the 
tranſactions of the times, and likewiſe ho- 
noured it with a place in his library. NN 
fidelity and candour, which is very viſible 
throughout all the work, gave ſuch fatiſ- 
faction to king Agrippa, that he honoured 
me with no leſs than fixty-two letters, in 
teſtimony of his conviction of its authen- 


ticity; two of which I have here thought 


proper to ſubjoin. 


—  — 


— 


Greeting. 


% The peruſal of your book has afforded 
me great ſatisfaction, and I conſider it as 
the moſt faithful and exact production of 
the kind. 
part: and ſo I bid farewel to my dear 
friend.“ 


King Agrippa to Joſeph, his deareſt friend, 
| Health. 

* ] perceive by your writings, that you 

have but little occaſion for further infor- 

mation from me; but at our next meeting 


I may communicate certain matters for your 
conſideration, which have eſcaped your ob- 


ſervation.” 

Having reſtored good order and diſcipline 
in Tiberias, I called a council of my friends 
to determine on the moſt proper manner of 
proceeding againſt John. 1 procured a 
correct liſt of the perſons compoſing the 
faction, and publiſhed an a& of amneſty, 
purporting that all ſuch as ſhould lay down 
their arms and return to their duty within 


by the ſpace of twenty days, might claim a 


general pardon ; but towards thoſe who 
ſhould favour the meaſures of the enemy 


after that period, prohibiting the like in- 


dulgence, and denouncing flaughter, pil- 
lage, and other extremities of war againſt 
them. As this amneſty included a menace 
as well as conciliatory terms, it operated the 
more extenſively upon the followers of 
John, four thouſand of whom immediate] 

ſurrendered : the citizens of Giſchala, and 
fifteen hundred mercenaries from Tyre, on- 
ly continuing in his ſervice ; and he was fo 
depreſſed by this circumſtance, that he pre- 


ſumed not afterwards to leave his own |. 


country. 

The town of Sepphoris being encom- 
paſſed by a ſtrong wall, and the inhabitants 
being a robuſt, ſturdy people, it was de- 
termined to put the place in a ſtate of de- 
fence, and to apply to Ceſtius Gallus, go- 
vernor ef Syria, either to come in perſon, 


| 


Pray let me have the remaining | 


. 


and city in one common ruin. 


and take poſſeſſion of the city, or to detach 
a ſufficient force to protect it, in caſe of 
aſſault. Gallus replied, that they might 
expect him, but mentioned not at what 
time. £3 | | 
It was ſuppoſed that the concerns in 
which I was engaged, would delay the ex- 
ecution of any attempt I had meditated 
againſt Sepphoris : but gaining intelligence 
of the negociation which had been ſet on 
foot, I marched immediately to the place, 
which I attacked and conquered. The Ga- 
lileans judging this a favourable opportu- 
nity to wreak ample vengeance on the Sep- 
horites, againſt whom they entertained an 
implacable deteſtation, formed the barba- 
rous determination of involving the men 
The in- 
babitants quitted their houſes, and took re- 
fuge in the caſtle, leaving their effects to be 
plundered by the ſoldiers, who ſet fire to 
the town, and, without diſtinction of per- 
ſons, made prize of all the property they 
could diſcover. Te: 
Theſe violences gave me extreme con- 
cern ; and I endeavoured by perſuaſions, 
and by exerting my authority to reſtrain 
their barbarity towards men profeſſing to 
be of their own religion, and moreover be- 
longing to the very tribe of which they 
were themſelves alſo members: but finding 
their fury to be ungovernable, I adopted 
the following ſtratagem. I cauſed a report 
to be propagated that a numerous army of 
the Romans had entered the town; and, as 


J expected, the rumour of this pretended 


aſſault cauſed rhe Galileans to ſtop their 
outrage, and employ their whole thoughts 
upon means for their own preſervation ; 
and the apprehenſion which prevailed a- 
mong them was greatly increaſed when 
they perceived me join the flight from the 
ideal foe. | 2 . 

Thus Sepphoris was preſerved, in a man- 
ner ſurpaſſing expectation; and Tiberias 


| eſcaped no leſs miraculoyſly ſhortly after. 


A letter had been ſent to the king, ſign- 
ed by ſeveral of the ſenators and principal 


| citizens requeſting that he would honour 


them with his preſence, ard that he would 
take their city under his protection. The 
king immediately diſpatched one of his 
chief attendants, named Criſpus, a Jew, 
with a written anſwer to the above letter, 
importing, that he would be at Tiberias in 
the ſhorteſt time poſſible. It chanced 
that Criſpus was met upon the road b 

ſome Galileans, who knew him perſonally, 
and brought him to me. Having learnt 
the object of his commiſſion, the populace 
inſtantly took up arms. A prodigious con- 
courſe of people aſſembled, the next morn- 
ing, at Aſoch, where I then reſided, loudly 
accuſing the Tiberians of treachery, and of 
a defign to revolt to the king. Their fury 
roſe, at length, to ſuch a pitch, that they 


politively 


"= 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


7 . 


8 4 


7 


poſitively inſiſted on my permiſſion to de- 
ſtroy the city, declaring that the Tiberi- 
ans were more deſerving of puniſhment 
than even the Sepphorites themſelves. 
I perceived that every attempt to bring 
the people to reaſon, by argument, would 
be vain; and their numbers precluded all 
hopes of reducing them by force. The 
contents of the king's anſwer ſet the whole 
matter in ſo clear a light, that no vindica- 
tion or palliative could be offered in defence 
of the Tiberians. I however determined 
to obſerve a medium in my conduct to- 
wards them ; neither abſolutely oppoſing, 
nor implicitly complying, with their will : 
and, to gain time, I inſinuated, that ſome 
of their own principal citizens were con- 
cerned in the plot with the Tiberians ; fo 
that it would be moſt provident to wait till 
theſe concealed foes. could be diſcovered, 
before they proceeded to extremities. 

As Criſpus was ſtill under confinement, 
I made a pretext of ſome. trifling buſineſs 
to get out of the town; and ſending for this 
man privately, adviſed him to attempt an 
eſcape; by intoxicating. the keeper of the 
priſon. This was the ſecond time that the 
Tiberians were indebted to me for the pre- 
ſervation of their city: 3 
Jjuaſt at this juncture, Juſtus; the ſon of 
Piſtus, ſecretly withdrew to the court of 
king Agrippa, from a conſciouſneſs of his 


danger; not knowing how far paſſion, and 


a ſeries of injuries and affronts, might pro- 


tain of the king's guard, at the head of a 
a numerous party of horſe and foot, took 
poſt at the diſtance of about five furlongs 
from Julias, having previouſly ſecured all 
the paſſes leading to Cana, and the caſtle of 
Gamala. I therefore diſpatched Jeremiah, 
with two thouſand men, to. the banks of 
the river Jordan, about a furlong from Ju- 
lias, where I Joined him with a body of 
about three thouſand troops, Having placed 
a ſtrong ambuſh in a valley, at a convenient 
diſtance from the camp, on the next day Iof+ 
fered battle to the king's forces, and ordered 
my men to turn their backs on the firſt onſet, 
and to fly before the enemy till they had 
drawn them into an ambuſcade. My or- 
ders were punctually obeyed; and Silas 
taking this feigned flight for an actual rout, 
purſued us ſo far; that the ambuſh fell up- 
on his rear, and threw his troops into ſuch 
diſorder, that upon my facing about, and 
attacking them in front, they were ſo en» 
tirely broken, that a deciſive victory muſt 
inevitably have enſued, had hot my horſe, 
in that critical moment, unfortunately 
thrown me; and my wriſt being diſlocat- 
ed, I was carried to a village named Ce- 
pharnome. Tos 3 | | 
My people, fearing that the hurt J had 
received might be of a worſe kind than it 
was in reality, immediately gave over the 
purſuit; and directed their whole attention 
towards providing me with aſſiſtance. From 
Cepharnome, where I was ſeized with a 


voke a man in my ſtation, he thought it 
moſt prudent to withdraw himſelf out of 
my reach. 7 5 
The Sepphorites now ſent a ſecond meſ- 
ſage to Ceſtius Gallus, requeſting him either 
to come and take immediate poſſeſſion of 
their city, or ſend ſuch a force as might 
enable them to repel an attack. Gallus, 
accordingly, detached a numerous body of 
horſe and foot to their aſſiſtance, which 
were admitted into the city, under favour 
of the night. The devaſtation which theſe 


troops ſpread throughout the country, oblig- 
ed me to encamp at the diſtance of about 
twenty furlongs from Sepphoris, near the 
town of Garixim. In the dead of the night 
I poſſeſſed myſelf of the walls by ſtorm ; 
but, for want of a due knowledge of the 
ſtreets, I was compelled, after remaining 
maſter of a conſiderable part of the city for 
ſome time, to relinquiſh the advatange J 
had obtained, and to retire. TE 
In a ſhort time after this event, a ſharp 
rencounter happened between us and the 


Roman horſe, in which my men, being 


ſurrounded, were compelled to retire, On 
this occaſion I loſt one of my guards, nam- 
ed Juſtus, who had formerly been in the 
ſervice of the king, | 

Much about this time, Silas, the cap- 


fever, I went after one day's ſtay to Tari- 
chea. When the news of this accident 
came to the knowledge of Silas, he took 
freſh courage; and having learnt that our 
out-poſts were very deficient in the neceſ- 
ſary vigilance, ſecretly diſpatched a troop 
of horſe to the other fide of Jordan, with 
| orders to conceal themſelves, for the pur - 
poſe of ſurprizing us early in the morning. 
An engagement accordingly enſued; and 
my troops falling into the ſnare, were de- 
feated, with the loſs of only fix men. 
Soon after theſe tranſactions, Veſpaſian 
came to Tyre, accompanied by king Agrip- 
pa. The people were very clamorous in their 
complaints againſt that monarch, who, 
they alledged, was equally the foe of the 
Tyrians and the Romans; accuſing him, 
moreover, of having treacherouſly ſent ſe- 
cret orders to his general, Philip, to ſur- 


—— 


conſequence, delivered him into 


render both the temple of Jeruſalem, and 
the Roman garriſon, into the hands of the 
Jews. This conduct of the Tyrians high- 
ly incenſed Veſpaſian. 

On the arrival of Veſpaſian at Ptolemais, 
the magiſtrates of Decapolis urgently pre- 
ferred their complaints to him againſt Juſ-— 
tus, who had burnt their habitations, and 
laid waſte their country; and Veſpaſian, in 
the hands 
8 R | 


4 


of 


| Uberty. 
time, for I had no ſooner obtained my re- | 
© leaſe, and entered into the ſervice of Veſ- 


LIFE OP FLAVIUS JoSEPHUS. 


df Agrippa, to be puniſhed in the moſt ex- 
emplary manner, for the depredations com- 
mitted on his ſubjects, Upon 
the king condemned him, as I have already 
obſerved, to impriſonment, without com- 
municating the matter to the emperor. 


When Veſpaſian had approached near to | 


Sepphoris, he was met by the inhabitants in 
a body, who conducted him into the city. 
They alſo readily admitted a Roman gar- 
riſon, and received Placidus as their gover- 
nor; and with him I had frequent conteſts, 
before the emperor came in perſon to Galilee. 

After the capture of Jotapata, on which 
occaſion I was taken priſoner, though 


ſtrictly guarded, I received every mark of 
and eſteem from Veſpaſian; at whole | 
inſtigation I took to wife a virgin of Czfarea, | 


reſ 


who was, at that time, in the fame predica- 
ment with myſelf, reſpecting the loſs of her 
We abode together but a ſhort 


paſian, who was about to depart from Alex- 
andria, than ſhe quitted me. 
dria, I a ſecond time entered into the mar- 
riage ſtate. 
company with Titus, to Jeruſalem, where 
my life was repeatedly in danger, from the 


ſecret practices both of the Jews and the 
Romans; for the blame of every miſcar- || 


riage was conſtantly imputed to me : nor 


could the emperor reſt for the importunities || 
of the people to put the traitor, as they || 


ſtyled me, to death. But this virulence of 


the populace againſt me weighed nothing 


with Titus, who was then advanced to the 


imperial dignity ; for ſuch was the eſteem in | 


which he held me, that even after the de- 
ſtruction of the city, he generouſly preſſed 


pleaſed of the general wreck. But J availed 
myſelf no further of this permiſſion, than 
to requeſt the releaſement of my country- 
men and friends, and the- privilege of re- 
taining in my. poſſeſſion the Holy Bible, 
which | had fortunately been able to pre- 


ſerve: and my deſire was inſtantly gratified; 
my brother, and near fifty other perſons of 


my acquaintance, being in conſequence 
ſet at liberty. I obtained the ſame favour 
for about one hundred and ninety others of 
my acquaintance and friends, whom | 
found, together with a large number of 
women and children, ſhut vp in the tem- 
ple: and theſe were all diſcharged without 
any condition or ranſom. | 
Witus, having determined to form a cam 
near a village called Thecoa, diſpatched me 
thither, with Cerealis and one hundred horſe, 
to take a view of the ground. At my re- 


turn, I ſaw a number of priſoners crucified 


this occaſion, 


At Alexan- | 


I was ſent from thence, in 


{ 


— — 


| 


| 


| 


* 


N 


| 


— 


— 


by the road-ſide; and diſcovered, amongſt 


the reſt, three perſons with whom I had 
been intimate ſome years: This fight af- 


| fected me to a high degree; and I inſtantly, 
| with tears in my eyes, communicated the 


matter to Titus. He directly gave orders 
that the bodies ſhould be taken down; and 
that every poſſible method ſhould be uſed 
to recover them. One of the three ſur- 
vived ; but the others died under the hands 
of the operator, | 

As ſoon as Titns had re-eſtabliſhed order 
and tranquillity in Judea, he aſſigned me 
certain lands lying at a diſtance from jeru- 
falem, in lieu of others which I had formerly 
poſſeſſed in the neighbourhood of that city. 

Lalſo received the diſtinguiſhed : honour 
from the emperor Veſpaſian, of being ad- 
mitted into his own veſſel, when he was on 
his return to Rome; and, upon our arrival 


there, he was pleaſed to treat me in the moſt 


gracious manner. He not only conferred 
upon me the privileges of a denizen, and 
gave me for my reſidence the palace which 
he had himſelf inhabited, previous to his 
exaltation to the imperial dignity ; but, he 
alſo ſettled upon me a yearly penſion, and 
continued his favours to me during his 
life; which expoſed me to the moſt virulent 
hatred and envy of my own countrymen. 
Many were the attempts made, eſpecially 
by my own countrymen, to ruin me in the 
emperor's eſteem : but as they were all 
tounded in utter falſhood, Veſpaſian eaſily 
ſaw through the artifice; and, inſtead of 
puniſhing, rewarded me with a grant of ex- 
tenſive lands in Judea. 8 
About this time, a diſagreement, which 
had long ſubſiſted between my wife and me, 


| roſe to ſuch a height, as to occaſion dur ſe- 
me to make choice of whatever part 1 


parating. This woman had borne me three 


| children, of whom Hyrcanus was the only 


one then alive, Some time after this di- 
vorce, I married a third wife, a Candian by 
birth, of the Jewiſh religion, honourably 
deſcended, and tamed for her excellent qua- 
lities. By her I had two ſons; Juſtus, the 
elder ; and Simonides, ſurnamed “ grippa. 
After the death of Veſpaſian, I experienced. 
great kindneſs from Titus; and the honours 
conferred upon me by Domitian'were of a 
ſtill more diftinguiſhed nature. A number 
of Jews, who had alledged falſe accuſations 
againſt me, were put to death by him, at 
different times. But the moiſt honourable 
teſtimony of his ſingular kindneſs to me is 
the total exemption, which I now enjoy, 
from all taxes and duties upon my eſtate in 
| Judea ; and my obligations to Domitia, the 
| wife of Cæſar, have not been leſs, in pro- 
portion, than thoſe which I owe to the em- 
peror. N 
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TO THE MOST 


IMPORTANT OCCURRENCES. 


A 

AARON appointed high+prieſt, $1, Confirmed 
in the pontificate, 94. | 

ABTAS, king of Judea, defeats Jeroboam, 222: 


ABIMELECH's cruelty, 136. His ſingular 
death, 137. 
ABRAHAM, his genealogy, 18. Goes 


into Egypt, 20. Attacks the Aſſyrians, 21. 
Promiſed a ſon, 22. Offers Iſaac as a ſacrifice, 


26, Death of Sarah, 27. Death of Abraham, 


30. | {het | 
ABSALOM revenges the violation of his ſiſter's 
chaſtity by Amnon, whom he cauſes to be 
murdered, 187, Endeavours to uſurp the ſo- 
vereign power, 190. Is routed by the royal 
army, and afterwards found hanging on a 
bough which had caught him by the hair in his 
flight, 192. | 
DAD, with thirty-two confederate kings, makes 
war on Ahab, 227. Begs his life, which is 
given, 228. Beſieges Jehoram, in Samaria, 234. 
| Murdered by Haſael, 236. 1 
AD AD ſucceeds Hazael as king of Syria, 242. 
ADAM and EVE driven out of Paradiſe, . 
AGRIPPA entertained by Herod, 382. diſtreſs, 
434. accuſed of treaſonable practices, and con- 
Aned, 437. great honours conferred on him, 
439. intercedes with the emperor in behalf of 
the Jews, 442. is ſhewn great kindneſs by the 
emperor Claudius, 456. death, 459. | 
AHAB overthrows the Syrians, 227. Makes a 
Killed by a random 


treaty with Adab, 228. 
arrow, 230. Seventy ſons puts to death, 238. 
AHAZ, king of Jeruſalem, repulſes his enemies, 
245. Ravages Syria, 246. His wickednels ; 
dies, 246, 
AHAZ IAH ſucceeds to the throne of Judea, 237. | 
Killed by Jehu, 248. a 
AHAZ IAH ſucceeds to the throne of Iſrael, 230. 
ALEXANDER becomes king of Macedon, 287. 
Obtains a ſplendid victory over Darius, 288 
Proves favourable to the Jews, 289. 


ALEXANDER JANNEUS beſieges * 


mais, 327. Reduces Gadara and Amathon ; 
but is afterwards defeated by Theodotus, with 
the loſs of ten thouſand men, 329. Inſulted 
* by his ſubjects, 330. Is attacked by Demetrius 
Eucerus, and flies io the mountains; but being 


| 


| reinforced by fix thouſand Jews, he defeats the 


| 


diſaffected party, on whom he exerciſes the moſt 
horrid cruelties, 330. Dies of intemperance, 332. 
ALEXANDER aflumes the government of Syria, 
and marries Cleopatra the daughter of Ptolemy, 
314. Meditates the death of his father-in- 
law, 315. Is attacked and defeated by Ptole- 
my and Demetrius, 316. * Slain in battle, 324. 
ALEXANDRA expoſes the corps of her deceaſed 
huſband to the Phariſees, who confirm her in 
the ſovereignty, 332. Death and character, 334. 
ALEXANDRIA, its port dangerous, 608. 


AMAZIAH ſucceeds Joaſh in the government of | 


Judah, 241. Becomes an idolator, and is 
made priſoner, 243. Surrenders Jeruſalem, on 
which his ſubjects put him to death, 244. 

AMON ſucceeds Manaſſeh; but adopting profli- 
gate manners, is murdered by ſome of his do- 
meſtics, 252. 1 

ANANUS, the high-prielt, oppoſes the inſurgents 
in Jeruſalem, 594. murdered, 597. | 

ANTIGONUS maſſacred, 326. 

ANTIGONUS defeated by Herod, 345. 
forced, 347. Murdered at the inſtigation of 
Herod, 3 7+ | | 

ANTIOCHUS makes ſeveral conqueſts in Egypt, 

301. Is repulſed in Judea by Judas Macca- 
bæus, 303. Dies, 304. | 

ANTIOCHUS Eupator aſcends the throne, 306. 
Encountered by Judas, 307. Is put to death 
by Lyſtas, 307. 

ANTIOCHUS Epiphanes enters Judea, and 
takes Jeruſalem, which he lays waſte, 4906. dies, 
and leaves the government to his ſon, 497. 

ANTIPAS and Philip, ſons of Herod, ſhare the 
government with Archelaus, 423. | 

ANTIPATER murdered by Malichus, 344. * 

 ANTIPATER, ſon of Herod, accuſed of an at- 
tempt on his father's life, 409, refuſes to eon- 
feſs, 413. put to death, 415. 

ANTONIO, a caſtle, built by Hyrcanus, 430. 
taken; $57- four ramparts erected, 628, 

ANTON becomes enamoured of Cleopatra, 346. 
Protects Herod, 349. Augaſtus becomes a 
competitor with him for the empire, 362. 

ASA's character, 222. Defeats the king of Ethi 
opia, 223. 


p 
ASPHALTITIS and Tiberias, thoſs lakes deſ: 


| 


| 


| 


| 


Rein- 


q 


| AUGUSTUS, the ſecond Roman emperor, dies; 


|BALSHAZZAR, king of Ba 


& & 6 x 


ATHALIAH determints to feven ge the death of - 
Ahab, 239. Put to death herſelf, 240. 
| ATHENIANS admit ſtrangets into their edu. 
try, but put thoſe to death who ſpeak againſt 
their religion, 494. 7 1 
ATHRONGES, a ſhepherd, claims a right to 
the crown of Judah, 421. n 
ARAB IANs put the Jewiſh ambaſſadors to death, 
304; bat at length ſubmit to Herod, 364. 
ARCHELAUS ſucceeds Herod, 416. derte for 
Rome, 417. confirmed in half the government 
only, 423. baniſhed, and his goods confiſcated, 


424. | | 
ARISTOBULUS declared king; but ' admits 
bis brother Antigonus to ſome ſhare in the go- 
vernment, 326. Starves his mother to death, 
326. Struck with remorſe of cotiſcience, and 
ach, $25; -* : 4 
ARISTOBULUS, ſon of Alexander, defeats his 
brother Hyrcanus, 345. Subdued by Aretas ; but 
afterwards conquers Hyrcanus and Aretas, 336. 
Prepares for war 3 Pompey, 337. Is taken 
priſoner, and carried to Rome with his children, 
338. Eſcapes; but is again made priſoner, 
39. Poiſoned, 3414. ER 
ARTAXERXES ſucceeds to the throne of Baby- 
lon, and eſpouſes Eſther, 283. A conſpiracy 
againſt him diſcovered, 284. Revokes an edit 


| which had paſſed againſt the Jews, 287, : 
| ARIUS, king of Lacedemon, elaims kindred witft 


the Jews, 300. 
APION pleads againſt the Jews, 440. 


427. 


ue 
BAAL, the idol, deſtroyed, 239. 
BAALAM's aſs ſpeaks, 100. 
BAARAS, account of that plant, 654. 
BABEL, the conſtruction of that tower, 15. 
BABYLON, its captivity foretold, 2 51. 
BAASHA murdered by Creon, 223. 
BACCHIDES leads a great army into Judea, con- 
quers and kills Judas Maccabæus, 309. Tor- 
tures great numbers of the Jews to death, 310. 
Loſes two thouſand men in a battle with Jona- 
than; with whom he forms a league, 311 


2 bylon, perceives a 
hand-writing on the wall, which aniel ex- 


F 


| cribed, 602, 


pounds, 261, 
wn | BARAK's 


46) Wal ear £2 20> oo 
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CAS OR, a Jew, his cunning, 622. 


 CYREN!US ſent from Rome to govern Judea, 


1 x M D. 


PDOMITIAN's birth- day celebrated ; on which 


! 
BOETHUS raiſed by Herod to the pontificate, 


372. 1 | | 
BAPTIST, John, a ſaint, put to death by order 
of Herod, 432. 
C 


CESAR dab in the ſenate-houſe by Brutus, 


CAESAR divides the government of Judah among 
the three ſons of Herod, 422. 5 
CAIUS CASAR appointed to ſucceed Tiberias, 
438. Orders his. ſtatue to be ſet up in re 
| o. Dies before his orders were executed, 442. 
CALi|GULA's horrid cruelties, 669. 4-6-5 
CALLIMANDER ſlain, and his army, routed, 325. 
CAMBYSES ſucceeding Cyrus, interrupts the 
building of Jeruſalem, for nine years, 266. 
CASSiUS takes the command of the army in Syria, 

344. Routed by Auguſtus and Antony, 346. 


.CATULLUS, his miſerable end, 664. 

CHEREAS executed, 450. 

CHILD, policy of one, 642. : 

CHUTHITES ſent into Samaria by the king of 
Aflyria, 248; ; 

CITIES, ſeveral fold by auction, 344. 

CLADIUS proclaimed empevor of the Romans, 

3. Is {uppoſed to die of poiſon, 469. 

CLEOPATRA, daughter. of Ptolemy, married to | 
Antiochus, 296. Ms OY OY 

CLEOPATRA meets Antony in Cilicia, 346. | 
Endeavours to inſpire Herod with love, 361. 
Complimented by Antony with priſoners and 
preſents, 362. 

CLITUS executes juſtice on himſelf, 569. 

COMET hangs over Jeruſalem, 641. — 

COR AH and his aſſociates conſumed by fire from 
Heaven, 95. 

COW delivered of a lamb, 641. | | 

CRASSUS plunders the temple at Jeruſalem ; is 
defeated and ſlain, 340. Ra 

CREATION of the world, 7 iT; 

CUSPIUS FADUS ſucceeds king Agrippa, 460. 


in the room of Archelaus, 425. | m4 
CYRUS reftores the Jews to freedom after a eap- 
- tivity of ſeventy years, 265. 14 15 

CYRUS overruns Alia, 48 1. 


| 


* 


ANIEL expounds Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 
260. Caſt into the fire with his brethren, for 
refuſing idolatrous worſhip; but eſcapes unhurt, 
260. Expounds the hand-writing on the wall, 
261. Caſt into a den of lions, who do not 

injure him, 262. Expounds i viſion, 263. 
DATHAN, Abiram, and their followers, ſwal- 
' lowed by the earth, 99. | 
DAVID kills Goliah, 160. His peregrinations, 
164; Meets Saul in a cave, 166. Carries away 


82 


TIN DD 3B 


ELAH Ling of iſrael magdined by Mam), 233. | by Sa, = ; 15 _ 5 2 * 
ELE AZ AR, biother of Judas Maccabæus, dies 397 ente 34 


encountering an elephant, 306, 


ELEAZAR's cruel perfidy, 5 59. | 
ELIAS the prophet fed by the ravens, 224. En- 


tertained by the widow of Sereptha, whole ſtores 
are not diminiſhed nevertheleſs, 224. Reſtores 
a dead child, 225. Orders a meeting of Ahab's 
er on* Mount Carmel, and orders four 

undred falſe ones to be put to death, 225. Com- 
manded to anoint Hazael, king of Aram, ſehu, 
king of Iſræl, and Eliſha a prophet in his own 
room, 226, Predicts the death of Ahazias, 232. 
Being ordered to be ſeized by the king, the 
whole party of fifty-one were deſtroyed by fire, 
232. | Tranſlated to heaven, 233. 


ELISHA's miracles, 234. Promiles that the fa. 


mine in Samaria ſhall ceaſe in twenty-four hours, 
Dies, 242. Character, 242. 


CALL 
ELIAKIM ſucceeds his brother as king of Judah, 


254. | 
ES U ſells his birthright, 38. | 
ESDRAV convenes the Jews in Babylon, 280. 


complains that the Levites had married ſtrange 


a UW 


Cel m, 400. ad. 
cuſes his ſons, 401. they are ſtrangled 5 . 4 
der, 403. death, 4157. "I 
HEROD the Tetrarch defeated by Aretas 
condemned to perpetual exile, _. 85 
HEZEKIAH ſucceeds his father Ahab 
Summonſes all his people to Jeruſalem to tlie 
feaſt of unleavened bread, 246. Overrun 
the country of the Philiſtines, 247. Is beſ od 
in Jeruſalem by the Aſiyrians, 2.49. Delivers 
by a fignal a&t of Providence, 251. Life pre 
longed by the Almighty, fifteen years, 251. 
Imprudently ſhews the royal armoury and = 
» fury to two ambaſſadors from the king of Bab, 
lon; death, 281. 8 
HIR 4M, his family, 40 - 
HOZEA made priſoner by Salmanazar, and his 
ſubjects tranſplanted to Media in Perſia, 247 : 
HYRCANUS enyied by the Jews and Pharite. 
325. turns Sadducee, 326. 
HYRCAN US, the ſon of Alexander, advanced t 
the pontificate, 332. cauſe eſpouſed by the kins 
of Arabia, 336. reinſtated by Pompey, 238, 


> 246, 


| 


women; on which an enquiry is inſtituted, 


put to death, 365. 


when the Iſraelites appear to be involved in the; ACO; perſonates Eſau, 31. His viſion of the 


like tranſgreſſion, 281. death, 282. ; | 


ladder, 32. His tranſactions while in bondage 
to Laban, as a ſhepherd, 34, &c. Meets his 


GAMALA taken b 


Saul's lance and pitcher from his bed-ſide, 168. 
Proclaimed king of the Iſraelites, 173. His at- 
chievements, 174 to 183. Falls in love with 
Bathſheba, 184. Marries her, 185. Repents 
of his tranſgreſſions, 186. Being at peace, af- 
ter various wars and civil diſſentions, compo- 
ſes hymns in honour of God, 197. Numbering 
the people unlawſiilly, a dreadful peſtilence | 
rages, 198. Plans the temple, 202. Den 
and chargcter, 203. 
DEFENCE 


DELUGE, the time of that event, 12. 
DEMETRIUS uſurps the government of Tripolis, 
in Syria, and puts Antiochus and Lyſius to 
death, 305. Is killed in an engagement with 
Alexander, 313. ; 
DEMETRIUS NICHANOR marches into Syria, 
3153. Taken priſoner, 319. | 
DEPUTIES, ſeventy deſtroyed, 561. 
DISCIPLINE, order. arid policy of that of the 
Romans, 573. | 


DOLESUS put to death, 601. 


- occaſion two thouſand Jewiſh priſoners are ſa- 

- crificed, 649. - | : 

DREAM, ſtrauge effects of one, 543. 
. 


- 


FARTHQUAKE, a dreadful one in Judea, 363. | 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 47 5, | 
&o. ; 


EMBASSY from the Jews at Alexandria to the 


emperor Caius Caligula, 666. 


EPHOD, 619. | f ; 
EVI L-MERODACH ſucceeds Nebuchadnezzar, 


261. 


EXECUTION, a ſhocking one on the {abbath, 
559» 
EXGLAMATION, ſtrange one of a countryman 


named Jeſus, 641. 
F. 


FACTION, a violent one in Tarichea, 586. ano- 
ther takes poſſeſſion of the temple of Jeruſalem, 


594. | | 
F AMINE, a moſt dread} * in Jeruſalem „62 55 


643 


1 AUS us CORNELIUS firſt enters the breach 


made in the temple by Pompey, 504: 


FELIX defeats a bandof robbers, and makes their 


chief priſoner, 550. 
FLAMES, their horrid effects, 640. 


|FLORUS, governor of Judea, his horrid barbari- 


ties, 8 54. attempting the caſtle, is repulſed, 555: 


|FLORU>, his charatter, 474. 


FORGERY committed by Diophantes, 528. ; 

FOUNTAIN of Eliſha, its remarkable qualities, 
60 33 5 

FREEBOOTERS, headed by Simon, 569. 


GALILEANS ſubmit to Herod, 351. 


ſlaughter, 591. 


GATE of Braſs opens without human aſſiſt- 


anee, 041, 


GAZ A ſurrenders to Jonathan, 317. 5 
GEDELIAH and his party cruelly murdered by 


Iſhmael. 


GELLUS, a centurion, his bravery, 590. 
GERASA taken by ſtorm, and burnt, 603. 


GIDEON obtains a victory from a ſingular cir- 
cumſtance; and his conduct afterwards, 135. 
Death, 136. 

GOLDEN Eagle of Herod deſtroyed, 413. 

GOLT *H flain by David, 333. 

GREEKS better orators than hiſtorians, 476. 


H 


1 


y aflault, 590. a e 


EGYPTIANS, a people of antiquity and credit, | 
© 3675» partial, 484. 


* 


HAMAN meditates vengeance againſt the Jews, 


284. is hanged on the ſame gibbet which he 
had prepared for Mordecai, 286. 


HAZAL murders Adad, king of Syria; and 


uſurps the government, 


236. Makes war 
on the Iſraelites, 240. 


Dies, 242. 


HEROD made governor of Galilee, 342. Ap- 


pointed to the government of Lower Syria; 344. 
Deteats Marion and Antigonus ; marries Ma- 
riamne, 345. endeavours to fall on his ſword, 
348. Entertained by Cleopatra, 349. made 
king of Judea, 349. avenges the death of his 
brother by a great ſlaughter, 353. takes Jeruſa- 


lem, 354. ordered to attend Antony reſpeCting | 


the death of Ariſtobulus, 360. army routed by 
Athenion, 363. entertains Cæſar at Ptolemais, 
366. Builds a ſuperb temple in Samaria, 372. 
marries the daughter of Boethus, 374. threatened 


- 
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brother, 37. His progeny, 37. Sends in: 
Egypt for corn, 46. Meets his {on Joſeph, 5 : 
ies, 
| JAMES of Idumea compacts with Simeon cf 
Gerala, to betray his country, 604. 
JEHOAHAZ ſucceeds to the throne of Judah; 
1s carried captive into Egypt, where he dics, 254, 


JEHOAHAZ ſucczeds Jehu as king of Iſrae), 245. 


1 - Implores God againſt his enemies, 242. Diez 


242. . 8 3 
J EHORAM ſucceeds Jchoſhaphat king of Judez, 
234. His country ravaged by the Arabians, 
237, Bowels drop from his body, at which his 
 favjedts triumph, 237. p 
JEHORAM ſucceeds Ahaziah, 232. Beſieges 
Ramoth, receives a wound, and retires tg 
_ Jezree}, 237. Killed by Jehu, 238. - 
JEHU anvinted king of Tſrael, 237. Ordered 
to root out the houſe of Ahab, 237. Dies, 240. 
JEREMIAH the prophet foretels the Babylo- 
nian captivity, 255. Confined under a falſe 
pretence, and ſentenced to death, 256, Diſ- 
charged, and committed to the care of Ged. 
lith, 258. x 
JERICHO, the palace of that place rebuilt by 
Archelaus, 424. ſituation deſcribed, 602. 
JERUSALEM beſieged and taken, 126. Beſieged 
by Antiochus, 204. By Sennacherib, 250. City 
and temple burnt by order of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the inhabitants carried captives to Babylon, 
257. Ordered to be rebuilt, and the people r. 
ſtored to freedom, 265. The works {topped by 
Cambyſes, 266. They are again renewed in 
the reign of Darius, and finiſhed in ſeven years, 
267. The altar erected, 268. The temple 
finiſhed, 269. Betrayed to Antiochus, who 
plunders the city and temple, 301. Repaired 
and fortified by Jonathan, 312. Made tribu- 
tary to the Romans, 338. Walls rebuilt by 
Hyrcanus, 342. plundered, 348. beſieged by 
Herod, 350. ſubdued, and a dreadful {laugiter, 
353. inteſtine diſſentions during the abſence oi 
Antipater, 417. relieved by Queen Helen, 404. 
a deſcription of the city, 483. prepares for wa!, 
569. twelve thouſand perſons of rank put . 
death, 599. inveſted by Veſpaſian, 603. dif. 
| tracted with the ſeveral factions headed by Elei- 
zar, John, and Simon, 612. ſix hundred thou- 
_ ſand bodies carried out of the city, 629. 
JESUS CHRIST, his exiſtence; and the fnita- . 
cles performed by him, confirmed by Joſephus 


429. 
JESUS murdered, 597, ; 
JEWS. Ten thouſand defeated under Alexander, 
340. contract an alliance with the Romans, and 
# enter into a treaty with the Athenians, 341- 
teſtimonies in their honour, 343. the emperor 
Marcus Antonius writes to different provinces 
in favour of the Jews, 446. overthrows the 
Arabians in a bloody bartle, 362. their caulc 
ſucceſsfully pleaded before Agrippa, 383. dil 
ſatisfied with a monarchial government, 422. 
| baniſhed from Rome, 430. their diſtreſſes 4. 
Meſopotamia and Babylon, 442. fifty nes 
{ay 


* 


IDUMEANS join the. Zelotes, 596. 
JMPOSTOR detected, 543. . ö 
JOHN of Giſchala, his character, 566. treachery 


JONAH, lighting the command of God, is ſwal- 


] 


JONATHAN fucceeds Uzziah, 245. A good 


JOPPA taken by the Romans, 583. 
JORDAN, the ſpring and courſe of that river, 587. 
JOSEPH 's dreams, 39. 


JOSHUA appointed general of the Hebrew army ; 


JOSIAH ſucceeds his father, Amon, in the throne 


) 


I 


ISHMAELs cruelty, 258. Purſued by Johanan, 
ISRAELITES, their miſeries in the wilderneſs, 


JUBILEE, year of, 87. i 
JUCUNDUS endeavours to abate a commotion 


JUDAS MACCA TOs kills Appollonius, go- 


the citadel of Jeruſalem, 316. Is confirmed in 


JOSEPHUS receives the government of the two 


fain by the Greeks and Syrians, 445. courage 
and fortitude, 477. appeal to their enemies, 
1. twenty thouſand maſſacred at Cæſarea, 
559. thirteen thouſand put to death in Scythopo- 
lis, 560. tumult with the Greeks at Alexandria, 
which ends in the deſtruction of fifty- thouſand 
ews, 561. ten thouſand of their throats cut 
in an hour at Damaſcus, es. their miſerable 
fitnation, 587. addreſſed by Joſeph,623. three 
thouſand ſlain in the foreſt of Jardes, 655. 


to Joſephus, 567. his treachery, 595. ſides 
with the Anti-Zelotes, 600. maintains his 

und in the temple, 707. his villainy, 614. 
rifles the temple, 629. ſurrenders to the Ro- 


mans, 647 


lowed by a whale, 243. Delivered, and exe- 
cutes his commiſſion, 244. 

ONATHAN ſucceeds his brother Judas, 310. 
encounters Bacchides, and kills two tnouſand of 
his troops, 311. Contracts an alliance with 
Demetrius, 312. Appointed higheprieſt by 
Alexander, 312. Receives a. contemptuous 
challenge from Apollonius, general] of the 
Syrians, whom he defeats, 315. Lays ſiege to 


the office of high-prieſt, by Antiochus, ſon of 


Alexander, 317. Renews a league with the 


Romans and Lacedemonians, 318. Is —_— by 
Tryphon, 319. Dies in captivity, and is buried 
in the family foalciive at Modim, 321, 


prince; repairs the temple and city, and makes 
the Ammonites tributaries, Dies, 245. 


Ill treated by his bro- 
Sold to Arabian merchants, 41. 
Exalted by Phdroah, 45. 
Diſclo- 
Dies, 54. 


thers, 40. 
Carried to Egypt, 42. 
Orders his brothers into cuſtody, 47. 
ſes himſelf to his brothers, 51. 


Galilees and Gamala ; his form of government, 
565. people exaſperated againſt him, 567. nar- 
rowly eſcapes, 568. diſappoints the Romans 
by a ſtratagem, 576. aſſaults their guards, 577. 
reſigns to the Romans, 582. from whom 
deſcended, 702. life and writings, 703, &c. &c. 


and defeats the Amalekites, 72, _ Marches to 
the banks of Jordan, 117. Takes Jericho, 118. 
Arreſts the ſun and moon, 121, Orders the 
land of Canaan to be ſurveyed and diſtributed, 
123, 124, His death, 126. 


of Judah, 252. Great zeal for. the extirpation 
of idolatry, and eſtabliſhment of God's worſhip, 
253. Oppoſes Pharaoh Necho; killed by an 
Egyptian, 254. | Jo 
OTAPATA befieged by Veſpaſian, '576. taken, 
and forty thouſand Jews ſlain on the occaſion, 
81. 
SATAH foretels the captivity of Babylon, 251. 


but eſcapes to the Ammonites, 259. 


68. Relieved by heavenly manna, 70. Laws, 
85, 87. Mutiny againſt Moſes, 89. Con- 
demned to wander forty years, 90. Defeat the 
Ammorites, and flay their king, 99. Con- 
_ the Canaanites, 126. ept in bon- 
age by the Aſſyrians eight years, 131. Thirty 
thouſand ſlain, and the ark taken by the 
Philiſtines, 144. Carried captive to Babylon, 1 57. 


among the Jews, 


vernor of Syria, and routs his army, 302. De- 
feats the Aſſyrians, 303. Overcomes the forces 
of Antiochus in ſeveral engagements, and repairs 
to Jeruſalem to purify the temple, 304. Eſ- 
capes the ſnares of his enemies, 308. Falls 
bravely in battle, 309. Character, 309. 
DEA ſubjected to a dreadful famine, 310. 
ZATES, king of Adiabena; and his mother; 
embrace the Jewiſk faith, 462. dies, 466. 


KENAZ dtlivers the Iſradlites out of bondage, 
TO 

KING defired by 

KING of Hamath enters into a league with David, 


Ks. Five, in a confederacy againſt the Iſrakl⸗ 


NE} L. 
LACADEMONIANS admit noſkrangers, 404. 
LEVI, the tribe from that name, . 5 | 


| NAHUM propheſies the deſtruction of 


R BY 


X. 
the Iſraelites, and granted, 333- 


tes, taken and put to death, 103. 


officiate at the altar, 8 N. 
LEVITE's wife defiled, which occaſions a dread- 
ful civil war, 128, 129. | 
LONGINUS, one of the Roman cavalry, per- 
forms a gallant action, 622, 
LONGUS, his bravery, 636. | 
LOT quits Sodom, 23. His wife turned to a 
pillar of falt, 24. 1 | 
LUCIUS, his death, 637. | 
LUPUS executed, 456. 
LYDDA deſtroyed, 562, | | | 
LYSIMACHUS murders his brother, 329. un- 
deſerving credit, 484. 
M, 
MACCABEES, their martyrdom, 691, &c. 
MANASSAH ſucceeds kia facher Hoodia 251. 
Is made priſoner by the king of Babylon, duc 
CR reſtored, 252. fortifies the city, and 
ies, 252, 
MALICHUS lain by order of Caſſins, 345. 
WASION » governor of Tyre and all 851 eſ⸗ 
pouſes the cauſe of Antigonus, 345. 
MASSADA taken; ti Jews who garriſoned it | 
having ſlain themſelves to a man, 662. 


| 


the conſequences, 32. | 

MARIAMNE, the wife of Herod, ordered to 
be murdered b 

fall himſelf, ho 

165 executed, 368. 

MICHAIAH forewarns Ahab of the conſequences 
which would attend his lenity to Adad, 227. his 

rediction verified, 229, 5 ES 

MOABITES diſperſed, and their country laid 
waſte by Jchoſhaphat, 233. 5 

MoRDECAl, a Jew, informs Artaxerxes of a 
conſpirac 
appointed a domeſtic in the palace, 284. is pro- 
moted to high honours, 286. 

MOSES born, 56. thrown into a river, 57. pre- 
ſerved, 58. flaughters the Egyptians, 59. ſpoken | 
to by God, inveſted with the power of working 

. Miracles, and ordered into Egypt, 61. meets 
Aaron, 62. leads the Iſraelites out of Egypt, 
65. receives the ten commandments, 75. buries 
his ſiſter, 98. nominates Joſhua his ſucceſſor, 
104. death and character, 115. books deſtroyed 
by a ſoldier, 467. 

MOTHER, dreadful action of one, 763. 


N. N 
NABOTH's vineyard, 226. 


o. treats him with indifference, 


Nineveh 


and the Aſſyrian empire, 245. 


a. 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR ſubdues Pharaoh Ne- 


cho, who had all Syria under his command, 254. 
Makes Jehoiakim his tributary, 255. Raiſes 
Zedekiah to the throne under certain conditions, | 
which being violated, he again beſieges * | 
lem, which he plunders and burns, 256, 257. 
Death, 260. | | 

NEHEMIAH obtains permiſſion of - Xerxes to re- 

| pair the walls of Jeruſalem, 282. 

NERO ſacceeds to the Roman empire, 469. poi- 

' ſons Britannicus, murders his mother, and his 
wife; 469. Dies, 683. : 

NICANOR wounded, 620. 

NICON, a battering-ram, deſcribed, 621, 

NIGER wonderfully preſerved, 571. put to death, 


599. 


0 
OBO DAs, king of Arabia, defeats Alexander, zoo. 


OLYMPIC Games, proviſion made for them by 
| Herod, 387. 


ö 


- 


| 


ONE God, one world, and one temple, 492. 


NAZARENES, their cuſtoms, 97. | 


. | 
NICHANOR endeavours to inveigle Judas, 308. | 


MATTHIAS, a prieſt, refuſes idol worſhip; and | 


her huſband, in caſe he ſhould | 


againſt him, for which he is only | 


| 


| SAMPSON. kills a lion, 140. 


| ONIAS ſucceeds Jaddus his father in the pontif. 


cate, 289, dies, 292. 


OTHO diſputes the Roman empire with Vitelz 


lius, 6 


. 3 | A 83 
OUTRAGES committed by robbers, $94: 


P 


PAPPUS, general of Antigonus, orderel to have 


his head ſtruck off, 


| 17. 1 
PAULINA robbed of her chaſtity, 430. 


PERSIAN empire divided into principalities, 290; 


in behalf of the Jews, 441. 
PETRONIUS, his 
of the Jews, 548. 


PHARISEES, 8 of their ſects, 318. 
PHAROAH's army drowned, 67. 


PHASAEL and Hyrcanus ſeized by the Parthians; 


and delivered up in chains, 5 12. 


- dage, 291. Orders the Jewiſh laws to be tran- 

ſlated into the Greek language, 291. Six el- 
ders out of every tribe ſent to attend him with 
the books of the Jewiſh laws, 292. Rewards 


the tranſlators, 2 


detain the ark; on which they abandon it, 146. 


| PHILIP aſſumes the government of Syria, 331. 


PLAGUE rages in Judea; 369. 
PLACIDUS repulſed before Jota 
ſues the Jews, ahd reduces 

and Abila, 602, _ 
PLAGUES of Egypt, 63. 
PHEBUS, an N from 
POMPEY makes Ariſtobulus a | 
not being able to fulfil the I e he had 
propoſed, occaſions a tumult in Jeruſalem, 
which ends in the deſtruction of twelve thou- 
ſand. Jews, 504. appoints Hyrcanus high-prieſt, 
O4. We DE ; 8 
PONT IFICATE, it's hiſtory, 473. | TY 
PRIESTHOOD, various revolutions therein, 287; 


ta, 574+ pura 
clemoth, Julias 


PTOLEMAls ſubdued by Tigranes, 333. . 
PTOLEMY makes himſelf maſter of Jeane 
on a ſabbath day, 290. Tranſplants great 
numbers of the Jews into Egypt, 291. 
PTOLEMY recals his daughter from Alexander, 
and marries her to Demetrius, 315. Is thrown 


der, which cayſes hig death, 316. File 
PTOLEMY: LATHURUS; with an army of 
thirty thouſand men, marches to the relief of 

Ptolemals, 327. Takes Aſochus, 328. Routs 

Alexander, and commits a moſt horrid butche- 

ry on the Jewiſh women and children, 328. 
Is ſlain, 329. 8 

Q: 


QUAILS ſent ta the relief of the children of If 
rael in the Wilderneſs, 94. 

AM, battering, its deſcription, 578. | 
REBELS, three thouſand ſubmit to Joſeph, 568; 
REHOBOAM ſucceeds, king Solomon, 217. his 

wickedneſs, 218. delivers up Jeruſalem to 

Shiſhak, 220. | 


* 


ſtate of their . 570. foreed out of Gamala 
with a great loſs, 590. driven from the ſecond 
wall at the fiege of Jeruſalem, 623. ſhut up in 
fort Antonio, 643: | 

RUE, deſcription of that plant, 654. 

| S, 

SABINUS, a Syrian, undertakes a great adventure; 


631. 
SABINUS ſeizes on the Capitol, 610. 


neus Alexander to the throne, 327. 


mity to the Jews, 280. 
| flock of Abraham, 301. quarrel with the 


| Jews 
about their temple and worſhip, 314. 
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PROPHET, the head of a falſe one expoſed, 466. 


* 


S \MARITANS reproved „Aeg for their en- 
Helaim being of the 


PETRONIUS, governor of Syria, writes to Caius 


genetous reſolution in favoug © 


PHILADELPHUS, king of Egypt, releaſes one 
hundred and twenty thouſand Jews from bon» 


PHILISTINES ſufter great calainities while they - 


Agrippa, killed, 419. | 
riſoner, who 


from his horſe in an engagement with Alexan- 


ROMANS, a civil war among them, 344. defeated © 
| in their attack on Jeruſalem, 563, diſtrated + _ 


«+ 


SALMANAZER, king'of the Aſfyrians, attacks" 
; Hoſea, king of Iſrael, and makes him tributary, 


246; 
SALOME, widow of Ariſtobulus, advances Jane: 


his atchlevement 
with 


r 


with the jaw-bone ; carries away the gates of 
Gaza, 141. betrayed, 142. | 
SAMU L begias to prophecy at the age of thir- 
teen, 144. proclaims Saul king of the Jews, 
150. his death, 167. 
SAND, a ſurpriſing kind, 547. 
SAUL's various exploits, 152, 153. his diſobe- 
; dience, 156. conſults the Witch of Endor, 169. 
his death, 172. 
SCYTHIANS, though barbarous, have a tender- 
neſs for laws and cuſtoms, 494. 
SECTS, account of thoſe of the Phariſees, the Sad- 
ducees, and the Eſſenes, 426. i 
SENNACHERIB makes war on Hezekiah, and 
promiſes to rclingquiſh the fiege of Jeruſelem for 
aſum of money, bur torfeits his word after tak- 
ing the bribe, 249. murdered by his two ſons,251. 
SICARII, a band of ruffians, take Engaddi, 600. 
attacked by the Jews, 663. 
SICHEMITES maſlacred, 37. | 
SIMON lc:ves the pontificate to Eleazar, 292. 
SIMON, the brother of Jonathan, takes the com- 
mand of the Jews, 320. murdered by his ſon- 
in-law, 322. P 
SIMON, once a ſervant of King Herod's, claims 
the crown, and commits great depredations, till 
taken priſoner by Grotus, who ordered him to 
be executed, 4.20. 
SIMON, fon of Saul, after occaſioning the deaths 
of ſeveral thouſands of his countrymen, kills 


- with his own hands his father, mother, wife, and |. 


children; gets on the bodies, and ſtabs himſelf, 


O. 

SIMON , the ſon of Gioras, his ravages in Idumea, 
5609. character, 658. 

SIMON of Geraſa, heads the Sicarii, and ravages 
the country of Idumea in his way to Jeruſalem, 
604. his cruelty to Matthias, 628. ſurrenders 
to Titus, 647. put in chains, 649. miſerable 
end, 653. 

SODOM deſtroyed, 24. 


SYLOMON's birth, 186. anointed king, 203. 


T9 © BD 

| of * 
marries Pharoah's daughter, 206. recelves the 
gift of wiſdom, 207. begins the temple; 209. 
its deſcription, 210 to 213; receives great pre- 
ſents from other princes, 215. degenerates to 
wickedneſs, 216. death, 217. | 


STRATON's Tower, ſome account of it, 375. 
T 


terits deſcribed, 78, 79. purified and conſe- 

crated, 82. laws relative thereto, 83. 
TEMPLE built by Herod deſcribed, 378. 
TEMPLE enriched with ſeveral preſents from 

Philadelphus, king of Egypt, 2 

Pompey, 338. ſet in flames, 629. 
THEATRE, an elegant one builtat Berytus, 472. 
THEATRE and ampitheatre built by Herod, 521. 
THEOPHILUS conſtituted high-prieſt, 432. 
THUCYDIDES cenſured, 476. 5 
TIB ERIUS nominates Caius Cæſar his ſucceſſor, 


438. | | 
TITUS, at the fiege of Jotapata, apprehenſive 
for the fate of his father, 578. diſperſes the 
Jews at Tarichea, 585. enters Gamala, 591, 


City, is attacked, and narrowly eſcapes, 613. 
proclaimed emperor by the army, 642. embarks 
for Italy, after conquering Jeruſalem, 652. 
TRACHONTTES revolt, 395. 
TREES, fable of their chuſing a king, 136. 
TRYPHON protects Antiochus the fon of Alex 
ander, and gets him proclaimed king, after 
defeating Demetrius in a pitched battle, 317. 
aſpires to the ſovereignty, and' treacherouſly 
"captures Jonathan, 319. prepares for an incurſion 
into Judea, 320. murders Antiochus, and takes 
the ſovereignty ; but is defeated and ſlain by 
Antiochus Soter, 321. | 
TYRO, his bravery in favour of Herod's ſons, 
529. | 


7 U. 
VENTIDIUS ſeizes the treaſure of Antigonus, 
514. | | 


TABERNACLE of the Jews built, 77. its cori- 


1} UZZIAH ſucceeds Amaziah, 244. falls from 
93. taken by 


rout towards Jeruſalem, 610, reconnoitering that 


VESPASIAN inveſted with the government gf 
Syria, and draws together a.mighty army, 571. 
marches into Galilee, 574. takes Gadara 5 

aſſault. 575. wounded, 78. advances W fas. 

cour. Jeruſalem, 601. diflatisfied at the election 

of Vitellius, 707. elected emperor : 

a temple to peace, 6 
652. 

VOLGESUS ſucceedstothe throne of Parthi 

VONONES defeated by the king of Medi 


n 


p > dedicates 
52. triumphs in his honour 
; » 


4, 465. 
a, 428. 
the 


true worſhip, becomes a leper, is driven out of 
the city by the prieſts, and dies, 244. 
W 


WALL erected round Jeruſalem, 627. 
WAR, Jewiſh, its cauſe, 552. laid afide, on ac. 
count of commotions in the Roman empire, 603 
WITNESSES, falſe ones, ſtoned to death, < 

| WOMEN, two, refer a moſt horrid caſe to Jeho. 
ram, king of Judea, 235. bk, br 
WOMEN's oratory, 617. 
| X 


XERXES gives permiſſion to tefiatr. the walls of 
Jeruſalem, 282, 5 | 
YEAR of reſt, 322. 2 
ZABELUS cuts off Alexander's head, 316. 
ZACHARIAH falſely accuſed of treaſon, 598. 
ZED&KIAH predicts falſely againſt Ahab, 229. 
ZEDEKIAH, king of Judah, rejects the pre. 
dictions of Jeremiah, 25 5, children and friends 
ſlain before his face, and his own eyes put out, 
257. dies in priſon at Babylon, 258. 
ZELOT ES, their proceedings, 594. apply to che 
| Idumeans for ſuccour, 596. routed, 706, 
ZIMRI murders Elah, Ling of Iſrael, and poſ- | 
ſeſſes himſelf of the government, 223. ſets fire 
to the palace, and burns himſelf with it, 224. 
ZOROBABEL obtains permiſſion of Darius, 
of Babylon, 
| lem, 266. 


1 king 
to finiſh the building of Jeruſa- 


LIST oft $UBSCALEERS. 


0; 

LLEN Miſs, Pool 

4X Archer Mr. Sheffield- 
Market 

Aſton Mr. Birmingham 

Arnold Mr. Stanſtead, Herts. 

Allen Mrs. Cheſhunt 

Alexander Mr. London 

Anderſon Mr. Chatham 

Allcock Mr. Litchfield 5 

Aſhman Mrs, King's Printing-Houſe 

Abd Rev. Mr. Taydon Garnon | 

Abbott J. Eſq. St. Dunſtan's, Canterbury 

Althorn Mr. Bromley, Kent * 

Alexander Mr Hendon 

Alexander John, Eſq. Bow Street 

Appleby Mr. Oxtord Street 

Anſon Mr. Kenſington 

Atleff Miſs, Bedford 

Andrew Mr. Fleet Street 

Auftin Rev. Mr. Hutton 

Arnold Jones, Eſq. Cornhill 

Arnett Mrs, Exeter 

Armitrong Mr. York 

Amherſt John, Eſq. St. James's 

Alder Mr. Gray's Inn Lane 

Abe ien Mr. Dollſton 

Abchurch Mr. Jun. Dollſton 

Aſhby Mr. Weſt - Smithfield 

Anneſley Miſs, Kingiland 

Armet Mr. Oxford 


Street, Clare- 


Square 


- 
- 


i; Ackland Mr. Canterbury 


* 


Ackland Miſs Ditto 
Arden Mr. Newington Green 
Arnett Mr. Abchurch Lane 


Amlet Mr. Richmond, Surry 


| a B. 
Bridges Mr. Fox-Hatch 
Black Mr. No. 1 


Garden 
Boaſe Mr. Penzance 
Brown „Eſq. Penzance 


Bowes Miſs, Batterſea | 
Brant Joſeph Capt. Britiſh America 
Baierſcomb Mr, Furnival's Inn, Holborn 


Bynon Mr. No. 28, Aldgate 
Boyce Mr. Portſmouth 
Brown Mr, Stockport 
Brooks Mr. ditto 5 

Wight 

Bearblock Mr. Manſion-Houſe, London 
Brooke Mr. No. 18, Aldermanbury 
{-:thurſt Mr. Rocheſter | 

Block Mr. Long Acre 


Beach Mr. Whelford 


Garden 


7, Kirby Street, Hatton 
| Bridge Mr. Leman Street, Goodman's Fields 
Blackford George, Eſq. Eaſt Cowes, Ifle of 
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5.nnifter Mr. Canterbury Row, Iſlington 


Browne Mr, No. 32, Kirby Street, Hatton 


Blandy Mr. George Street, Weſtminſter 
Bland Mr. Red Lion Square | 
Briſcoe John, Eſq. Blackheath 

Brown Dr. Hackney 

Brown Rev. Mr. Bath 


Bruce Alexander, Eſq. Tower Hill 


Bumſtead Miſs, Highgate 
Brookes Mrs. Chelſea 
Branſcome Mr. Holborn 
Biggs Mr. Briſtol 
Beaven Rev. Mr. Briſtol 
Barrett Mr. Abingdon 


Bradley Mr. Layſtal Street 


Buchton Mr. Lincoln's Inn 
Buchton Mr. Brook Street, Holborn 
Barry Mr. Long Acre | 
Bezon Mr, Auftin Friars | 
Brooks Mr. No. 14, Great Carter 
Doctors Commons 

Buſly Mr, Cavendiſh Square 

Black George, Eſq. Epping 
Bedford Mr. Ille of Thanet 
Bagſhaw Mrs. Clapton 

Blower Mrs. Guildford 

Blower Mr. Plymouth 

Blanch Mr. Mancheſter 

3lanchard Mr, Vork 

Bond Mr, Chelſea 

Brodie Mr. Edinburgh 

Blandy Mr. Rickamworth © 

Boyde Mr, Glaſgow | 


Lane, 


Bradey 


— 
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Bradey Mr. St. James's Street | [Emmerſon Mrs, Iuingtn Jones Mr. Broad Street 

\ Burchall Mr. Red Lion Street, Holborn -| |Entick Mr. Cannon duct . "1 Fakten Mr. New Court, Fleet Market 
Burbridge Mr. Batn Euſton Mr. Plymouth James Mr. Moorhelds ee | 
Baker Mr, Northampton | [JEdneads Mrs, Tower Hill | Johannet Mr. Northampton 0 3 

| f | | | Jordan Mr. Uxbridge F 14 4 
| : oo | | 4 or Innes Mr, Portſmouth oF 

Canter William, Pool | | Fleet Mr. Shoreditch - , Jones Mr. Temple N 7 
Clarke Mr. Penzance Force Mr. Gunpowder Place Johnſon Mr. Branford „ | 
Clarke Mr. Half Moon Alley, Biſhepſgate Frith Mr. London | Japthon Mr. Windſor 1 e i 

Street | Fouldſham Mr. Queen Hithe N — | Roch ji 
Claus Daniel, Eſq. No. 18, College Strect, Frances Thomas, ſq. Parliament Street ; „ LON”, i 
Weſtminſter ; Ppbroſt Mrs. Red Lion Street, Holborn King Mr. Buckingham + a 
Comyns Charles, Fleet Street | Fanſhaw Miſs, Richmond, Surry Kennedy Rev. Mr. Abington adage: Yo, 
Clough Mr. Compton Street, Soho Square Frobiſher Mr, New Bond Street Keyſer Mr. Crutched Friars 4 
Collings Mr. Mare Street, Hackny Forſhaw Mr. Mancheſter | Kinyon Rev. Mr. Hampton S 
Cud worth Mr. Chancery Lane ; Fullerton John, Eſq. Portman Square Kingſman Mr, Briſtol OR 
Colly Mr. Froombridge, Glouceſterſhire belton Mr. Hackney 5 Kennet Mr. White Chapel 91 
Colvill Mr. | Furnaſe Mr, Gloſter Street Knowles Mr. Enfield | e 
Clarke Mr. Newport, Ifle of Wight Fortiſcue Mr. Batn Kam Mr. Durlida 3 % 
Cook Mr. Rocheſter os Fame Mr. Trinity Lane | Knowland Mr. Cheſter „ 
Church Mr. Solefbridge, near Rickmanſ- Fortune Mr. Strand : | 1 Keynon Mr. Liverpool wo 3 
worth _ | Fleming Allſend, Eſq. Edinburgh Keys Mr, Coventry 3 N 

Cadogan Mr. Bethnal Green | : wn 55 


Clarke Mr. Chatham G. 


| | | 5 n 42 
Cooper Mr. Chatham Griffin Mr. Wood Street . Law Mr. Windmill Street + 
Cooper Mr. Ware | Grant Mr. Southampton Buildings Lewis Mr. Cheapſide „ 
Cook Rev. Mr. Bridgend, Males Goodwin Mrs. Roſemary Lane | Longdown Nre Sortmmnouth” 385 
Clayton Mr. Keighley £77 „Satis Mr. Endfield ; Lewin Mr. St. Martin's Lane, Charing Croſ# 
Collings Mr. No. 38, Dorft Street, Saliſ-[Glegg John, Eſq. Baldwick, Herts, Lake Mr. Rocheſter n 
bury Square N Gardner Mr. Harp Alley Levy Mr, Eaſt-Smithfield _ FEISS 
Cale Mr. Shoe Lane Y Goodall Mr. Moorfields. | | Lowder Mr. Rev. Cardiff, Wales 5 
Coates Mr. Shoe Lane - |Gould Mr. Rev. D. D. Stapleford Abbot {Lee Mr. Black- horſe Yard Be SST NY 2 
Coles Mr. Shoe Lane | Gondel Mrs. Newington Green Lowndes Mr, Guildford 0 
Church Mr, | Gage Mr, Pall Mall | | Loman Mr. Oxford - I 
Croucher Mr. Queen Strœt, Cheaplide Gooſetree Mr. Coldbath Fields Fandon Rev. Mr. Oxford Street 1 
Carr Mr. Albion Mills / Good Mr. York {Landon John, Eſq. Ditto 
Claperton Mr. Leiceſter Fields _ |Goar Mr. Exeter 17 Landon Mrs. Ditto 3 
Crowder Mr. Hammerſmith/ Greaves Mr. Tooting, Surry : | 4 1 $4] | N 
Crowſet Miſs, Spring Gardais Graham Mr. Penton Square | oo. | M. 4 2 - 
Clanker Mrs. Bow Gardener Mrs, Harp Alley, Shoe Lane Maſon Mr. Hackney ne, 
Conder Mr. Cheapſide "A . | | | Moore Mr. Pool. e 
Clarkſon Mr. Kew | | H. | Mills Mr. Penzance, means.» 
Chant Mr. Hackney Roay Hall John Aſhley, Little St. Helen's Mardle Mr. Hounfditch: | 
Cane Mr. Canterbury _ we Hoſkings Rev. Mr, Penzance __ JMllingtor Mr. ER 
Caime Mr. Durham | Hewett Mr. Ditto {Matthews Mr. Newnham, - 6 
Campbell Mr. Panton Sgiare Hewett Mrs. Ditto {Marſhall Mr. Mancheſterr. 
Campbell Mr. Ditto 8 Hewett Miſs, Ditto i Mogg Mr. Strank. 4 
Crookſhanks Mr. Portmin Square [Hart Mr. Ditto Mogg Miſs, Wigmore Street; | 


* 


Hand Mr. Hendfield, Suſſex Mandeville Mr. Kaygill. 
ä NE --D) 3 Heſeldine James, Eſq. Doctors Commons |Moxhen Mr. Portſmouth 
Dover Mr. No. 57, Tircadneedle Street 


Hendaſyde Mr, |Mawway Mr; Ditz, ige 1 | 
Deacon Jofeph _  |Hobkirk Mr. South Street, Groſvenor Sq. Muggeridge Mr. Caſtle Street, F Southwalh N 
Dickeſon Benjamin, &. Saviour's Hood Mr. Rocheſter | | Moore Mr. Andover ' F 
Dover Mr. Water cke Bridewell Hagge de Mr. IS | Moody Mr. Alderſgate Street 4 5 
Davis Mr. Stockport, Hare Mr. Richmond Marks Mr. Milbank Street; W eſtminſter 2 
Dickinſon Rev. Mr./Blymbill, Staffordſhire Hagers Mr, Hartford = [Millar Mr. Ware; e h 
Daubeny George, Hg. Briſtol Herford Mr. Monmouth Forges 5 Middleton Mrs. Kenſington brig Codd: 5 
Day Mr. Cheapfide "AY Herford Mr. Melin Griffith; Glamorganſhire 4 e 
Dancer Mr. No. 6 Temple Lane Halſey Mr. Kinglland Roese * NW. b IA 
Davidſon Mr. Ded Hodgſon Miſs, Canterbury Square Norris Mrs. Says Park, Hertz , 110 23 
Denham James, Eq. Portman Squate | Harris Mr. New Palace Yard 4 Newman Mr. Vintner FCC 
Drake Rev. Mr. FE {Hare Mr. Briſtol [Newlove Mrs, Ely n 
Drinkwater Mr. Fleet Street Hagan Mr. Hertford a 9 Noakes Mr. Bridgewater Square f 
Doe Mrs. Greenvieecgß | Holdſworth Mr. Bingley -Y Norman Mrs. Popping's Court, Fleet Street 

Dunning Mr. Rehmond | © [Hayward Mr. Shoe Lane 8 Nicholls Mr. Broadſtairs, Ile of Thanet mY 
Dequer ——, Eq. Wells Street, Hickney Harriſon Mr. Edward Str. Portland Chapel Noble Mr. Norwich _ nike ELL 
Delamare Nichdas, Norton Fallgate _ [Horſwell Mr. Auſtin Friar ...., Noble Mr. Poole 1 
Dutton John, Hg. Exeter Holmes Mr. Flour de luce Court, Fleet Str. Nowland Mr. Strand od 
Domely Mr. Pill Mall 5 Hayes Mr. Bear Alley, Fleet Market w)! . 

Dickenſon Ms: May Fair Hairis Mr. Moorfields CCC 4 
Dickenſon Mis, Ditto Hamilton Rev. Mr. Chelſea © IOliphant Mr. Fleet Street By fg ns 
Douglas Arctabatd, Eſq; Privy Garde . fHoare Mr. Saliſbury | |Onflow Mr. Whitehall! 1 
Davenport VF. Richmond, Sufr7 Hynde Mr. Kentiſh Town | _ JOulton Mr. Queen Square © "7. 2. 

Downes Mr/PortſmoutHf” * IHyndemarche Mr. Moorfields a Overton Mr, Paddington 1 3 
Dommet Mi. Wincheſter | | [Oliver Mr. Rev. Oxford 

J 1 „ Orcheſter Miſs, . lane Palace. 
= 3 7 Joli Mr. Kentiſh Town | | | | 4 Ib 48 hams 15 | 

Elina Mr, No. 186, Biſhopſgate Without Jarvis Mr. Whittington | heat . dou! 1 *, © 
Ewbank George, Eſq. - | Jackſon Mr. St. Catherine's Lane Peacock Mr. George Street, Foſter Laune 
Eaton Mi Peartree Street Illingworth Mrs. Stockport Peacock Mr. Hoddidon; H erte 
Emmet Nr. Morton Bank Jones Mr. Ware Falmer Rev. Mr. Brimhill, Wilts Ie 
Eaton Ms, Lambeth Jubb Mis. | Purley Mr. White Croſs Street 
Earle NY; Canterbury [loman Mr; Briſtol 11 Mr. Maidenheadg 3 | 
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Lern Mr. Taviſtock Courtz Covent- Smith Mr. Witmif | Gloucelterlhire wi W. . 
Garden Swiney Mr. Weſt C Cowes, Ile of Wight w den Mis. Bool ; 

' Pullen Mr. London 5 Snatt Mr. Rocheſter B Willis Mr. Pool | 
Portman Mr. Lime Street © [Salomons Mr. Great Tower-hill Wight Mr. Penzance © 
Phillips Mr, Mile End | | Salomons Lion, Gread Tower-hill Willams Mr. Dolgelly, Merionethfhire 
Poore Mr. Andover | Stteman Mr. No. 12, F i{hiſtreet-hill - { Walton Rev. Mr, Wootton, Ine of Wight. 
Planche Mr. Gravel Lane, Youthirark Smith Mr. Richmond, Surry _ | Woodward Lieut, 

, Poore Richard, Efq.. Atidover Snowball Mrs. A  Willkerſon Mr. Fleet Street 
Proſſer Mr. Briftol . Shirley Mr. Greenfield Street, Whitechapel Willox Mr. No. 140, Fenchurch Street 
Pride Mr. Landoff, Wales | Simto Mr. May's Buildings Worthpgton Mr. St.-Mary Axe 
| y S | Rte * 
Price Mr. Neath, Wales IJI)ealey Benjamin, Eſq. Auſtin Friars. _ | Wilding- Richard, Eſq. n 
Peen Mr. Stoke -Newington | 3 Mr. ,Fop es ouch f leet Street W. * a 
; | | © {Simmerton Mr, ath Ficlds le Mx. Portſmouth 

| R. Savage Mr. Hounſditch | | Wardell Mr. Enfield 

Richards Mr. Penzance 'Speare Poppin's Court, Fleet Strket Wheatly Mir. Frinſbury 5 
Robinſon Mr. North Row, — fe Stipto Me Fleet Market | Wellard Nr, Cliff, near Rocheſtet 
SR William, he ps Herts. Ky, Scraggs Mr. Field Lane 1 9 Mr. 3 he 
Rigand Mr, Richmond, Surry | ; | 5 alkins Mr. Chatham 
Ruſted Mr. Great Cheſterford | | T. | Bebe —— r. Old Street | 
1 01 | | Thompſon Mr. James Street, Oxford Road * Re * r t. Coldbath Fields 
Roberts Mr. Be FEE 
Roſe Mr. Abington Thompſon Alexander, Portſmouth OS Wien 
Rovs , Eſq. Wilſon Mr, Ave-Maria Lane 
Ro imon John, Egg. Wellcloſe Square | 8 2 Jeff "FR TT ROE Whites Mr. eorge Street, Lambeth Marſh 
Randall Mrs. Hunſdon, Herts. Teuth Samuel, Eſq: Coleniin' hs: on Poa Carter Lane, Doc- 

| Tomlin r. Brook Street 
33 rs 3 ala ** | Thompſon Mr. Leatherſellers Buildings n | 222 ane 
Smith Mr. No. 435 Queen Street, Weſt-| Tower Mt; 8 fly mix Fleet Street . 
minſter R | | Yeoman Mr Critched Fri riars 

ow 1. Batterſea | U. 1 9585 Young Mr. Strard 

pooner Mr, Yonge Mr, Andover 
Smart Mr, Venables Mr. DoQors Commons _ | Yonge Mr. Coldtath Fields 
Snailham Mr. Fromebridge, Glouceſterſhire Voice Mr. St. John's n | | Yorke Mr, Highgyte 


„ We have purpoſely delayed the lat Number of this Publication for near two months, with a view to deal an accurate liſt of our 
Subſcribers names; notwithſtanding which, and other means that we have uſed; we have not ſucceeded, from the remote reſidence of 
many gentlemen, &c. But the Editor, unwilling agy longer to diſappoint his kind friends, will give the reminder of the names, (which 
are again requeſted to be ſent” as ſoon as polible) i in the ſecond Laien of Joſephus, which is now printing, * equal elegance. 
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„ ANTIGONUS beheaded — — 357 3⁰ 3 | _ 
Habits of the Jews —— —— 7 31 Eſther and Ahafuerus | _ — 28 
- Hee of Joſephus | — To face the Title 32 Jolhua © © — 8 122 
Miracle of Aaron rod r — 97 | 33 Saul and the witch of Endor | — 169 
: Tower of Babe! — —— 15 34 Jacob's viſlon w—— —— 32 
5 Table of ſhew- bread, &. — — 79 35 Nebuchadnezzar — 480 
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